
COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 2, 2001, in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 West Hargett Street, with the following present:



Mayor Coble, Presiding



Mr. Odom



Mr. Congleton



Ms. Graw



Mr. Kirkman



Mr. Scruggs



Mr. Shanahan



Mr. West

Mayor Coble called the meeting to order and welcomed Carolyn Carter who was attending her first meeting as Acting City Manager.  Invocation was rendered by Pastor Shannon Scott, Mount Vernon Baptist Church.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Steven Moore of Boy Scout Troop 236.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS

CERTIFICATES OF APPOINTMENTS – PRESENTATIONS MADE

Mayor Coble explained the Certificate of Appointment presentation and presented the following certificates:  Raleigh Housing Authority – Skip Long; Telecommunications Commission – Dr. Cara L. Davis; Substance Abuse Advisory Commission – Wendy Michelle Congleton Holliday.  Ms. Holliday’s certificate was presented by her father Council Member O. Morton Congleton.

CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Coble presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion.  If the Council requests discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  The vote on the Consent Agenda will be a roll call vote.  Mayor Coble stated he had received a request from Mr. Shanahan and Mr. Scruggs to withdraw the Telecommunications License 2000-1 and a request from Mr. Kirkman to withdraw the HVAC 911 Upgrades.  Without objection those items were withdrawn from the Consent Agenda.  Mr. Odom moved Administration’s recommendation on the remaining items on the Consent Agenda be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  The items on the Consent Agenda were as follows.

STORMWATER PETITION PROJECT – 1823 AND 1901 CHARLES STREET – APPROVED – FUNDS APPROPRIATED

Storm drainage assistance petitions from the property owners of 1823 and 1901 Charles Street have been received and certified for review and consideration of a storm drainage petition project.  An existing 24” reinforced concrete pipe is buried several feet below the creek channel it outlets into and is causing flooding problems in Charles Street.  The solution involves removing the existing pipe and reinstalling the pipe at an elevation which would allow for positive drainage.  The drainage problem has been declared a public nuisance by the Housing and Environmental Inspections Division.  The total estimated cost is $42,600 with the City budget impact estimated at $40,704.  Funds are available from the drainage projects account.

The priority level for the drainage problem is 1.2 (Street Flooding).

Recommendation:

Council consideration of the project and authorization of the appropriate budget adjustments if approved.

Transferred From:

655-8087-79001-975
Drainage Projects
$40,704.00

Transferred To:

655-8899-79001-975
Charles Street
$40,704.00

Increase Revenue:

655-8899-53121-000
1823/1901 Charles Street
$1,896.00

Increase Expense:

655-8899-79001-975
1823/1901 Charles Street
$1,896.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 915TF34.

E. B. BAIN WATER PLANT – OPTION TO PURCHASE - AGREEMENT EXTENDED

Due to delays in final survey work for property adjacent to the E.B. Bain Water Plant, it is necessary to extend the Option to Purchase Agreement with Preservation NC and the developer, Gould and Associates, for 45 days.  The current option expires on December 31, 2000.  The extended Option would expire on February 15, 2001.

Recommendation:  Approve the 45-day extension to the Option to Purchase Agreement with PNC and authorize the City Manager to execute it.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

ANNEXATIONS – VARIOUS – PUBLIC HEARINGS ESTABLISHED

	Area Name

Contiguous
	Petitioner
	Acres
	Proposed Use

	Essex at Glen Eden
	Michael Weigensberg, First NC Dev., LLC
	7.58
	Residential

	Hedingham- Firestone, Ph 4 & Shadow Creek, Ph 3
	Fred Smith, FSA Development Company
	7.93
	Residential

	Glen Lake
	E. Jill Mozer, PAPEC Business Holdings, 

LLC & Marcus Jackson, Highwoods Services, Inc.
	51.52
	Office / Retail

	Cornerstone Park
	Daniel Colton, Highway Seventy, LLC 
	104.87
	Residential/Office/ Retail

	
	
	
	

	Satellite Petitions
	
	
	

	Sutton Estates, Lot 11
	John & Christina McMains 
	               .95
	                   Residential


Recommendation:

a. That these annexation petitions be acknowledged and that Council request the City Clerk to check their sufficiency pursuant to State statutes and, except as noted below, if found sufficient, advertise for public hearings on Tuesday, February 6, 2001.

Under the provisions of the City’s emergency utility extension policies within the Falls Lake watershed, an annexation petition has been submitted by owner of Lot 11 within the Sutton Estates subdivision seeking connection to sewer services.  Because it would be difficult to deliver the entire package of City services to this lot, it is recommended that Council defer action on annexing this lot at this time and not authorize a public hearing for this property.

Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

GRAVES – GARNER ROAD WIDENING PROJECT – VARIOUS PROCEDURES APPROVED

During construction of the Garner Road I Widening Project, approximately 4 to 7 unmarked and unknown graves were encountered in the street right-of-way adjacent to an existing cemetery.

Recommendation:  Approval to initiate grave relocation procedures, advertisement for public hearing and filing applicable permits.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

TRAFFIC CONTROL SIGNAGE AGREEMENT – RICHMOND HILLS SUBDIVISION - APPROVED

Richmond Hills Homeowners Association, Inc. has requested to use decorative traffic sign posts on public right-of-way.  An agreement has been developed between the subdivision community association and the City.  The Association has agreed to incur the cost of the decorative posts and associated liability.

Recommendation:  Approval of the agreement.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

PARADE ROUTES – VARIOUS - APPROVED

David Prince has requested permission to hold the annual Martin Luther King Memorial March on Monday, January 15, 2001, from 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. 

Rachel Pridgen of St. Augustine College has requested permission to hold St. Augustine College Homecoming Parade on Saturday, January 27, 2001 from 10:00 a.m. until 11:30 a.m.

Recommendation:  Approval.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

ROAD RACES – RUN FOR THE OAKS AND RUN FOR THE ROSES - APPROVED

Kirk Matthews with the City of Raleigh Parks and Recreation Department requests permission to hold the annual “Run for the Oaks” Road Race on Saturday, March 10, 2001, from 10:00 a.m. until 11:15 a.m

Jim Young of the North Carolina Roadrunners Club requests permission to hold the eighth annual Run for the Roses Road Race on Sunday, February 11, 2001, from 2:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

GOVERNOR’S INAUGUARATION – VARIOUS ACTIONS - APPROVED

John Massey of the Governor’s Inaugural Committee has requested several street closings and parking encumbrances in connection with the Governor’s Inauguration ceremonies on January 5 and 6, 2001.  They have requested encumbrance of parking spaces by the parking deck in the 100 block of East Cabarrus Street and the North Carolina Museum of Natural Sciences between 3:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.  They are also requesting closing of the 100 block of East Jones Street from 6:00 p.m. on Friday, January 5, 2001 until 6:00 p.m. Saturday, January 6; also closing a portion of East Jones, East Edenton, North Wilmington and Blount Street an a parade route in the State Government complex area.

Recommendation:  Approved.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

FP-1-2001 – CRABTREE CREEK MAP REVISION – PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZED

Authorization of a public hearing is requested to consider flood map revision FP-1-01.  This revision will affect a portion of Crabtree Creek from Creedmoor Road to Duraleigh Road.

Recommendation:  Authorization of a public hearing on Tuesday, March 20, 2001, to consider this request.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes. 

SIDEWALK REPAIRS – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

It is requested that a public hearing be authorized to consider a project to repair broken sidewalks at the following locations:

LOCATION
PROPERTY ID
APPROXIMATE COST
1700 Hillsborough Street
       0016021
$2,560.00

1415 Scales Street
       0006713
$   175.00

1513 Courtland Drive
       0069958
$   268.00

This work is to be assessed at 100 percent of actual cost to the adjacent property owners in accordance with Section 6-2023 of the City Code with payment due upon completion or over a ten (10) year payment option period.

Recommendation:  Adopt a Resolution-of-Intent for a Tuesday, February 6, 2001, public hearing to consider the improvements.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 833.

GRANT AWARD – WAKE COUNTY GRANT-IN-AID – ACCEPTED  - ORDINANCE ADOPTED

A grant of $2,600 has been awarded through Wake County Grant-in-Aid program to purchase a mobile recreation trailer and recreation supplies.  The trailer and supplies will be used as a mobile recreation unit for an English as a Second Language (ESL) summer playground program and during the school year for an ESL after school program.  This program will target ESL school-age youth who reside in residential areas within the City limits with a known high concentration of Hispanic/Latino American residents.

Recommendation:  Accept the grand and approve the necessary budget amendment to set the appropriate revenue and expense accounts for this program.

The following accounts should be increased by:

Revenue Account:

810-7317-51319-990
Wake Co Grant-in-Aid
$2,600.00

Expense Accounts:
810-7317-75102-990
Motor Vehicle Accessories
$2,100.00

810-7317-70109-990
Recreation Supplies
     500.00


$2,600.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 915TF34.

GRANT AWARD - NJTL ENHANCEMENT GRANT – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

It is requested that grant funding in the amount of $4,600 be accepted from the Raleigh Tennis Foundation to continue the Raleigh National Junior Tennis League Enhancement Program.  In May 2000, funds were accepted to run the program through December 31, 2000.  The additional funds of $4,600 would allow the program to run through May 31, 2001.  The program has provided opportunities for youth to learn tennis in the following targeted park sites: Lions, Chavis, Worthdale, Roberts, Tarboro Road, Biltmore Hills, Method Road, Carolina Pines and Green Road.

Recommendation:  Accept the grand and approve the necessary budget amendment to increase revenue and expense accounts for this program.

The following accounts should be increased by:

Revenue Account:

810-7315-51329-990
Other Grants
$4,600.00

Expense Accounts:

810-7315-60011-990
PT Salaries
$4,273.00

810-7315-62005-990
Social Security
265.00

810-7315-62006-990
Medicare
       62.00


$4,600.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 915TF34.

SEWER EASEMENT EXCHANGE – LAKE BOONE OFFICES PHASE I – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

A request has been received from Bass, Nixon & Kennedy, Inc., representing Lake Boone Offices Phase I, to exchange an existing 30-foot sanitary sewer easement located in the southeast quadrant of Nancy Ann Drive and Lake Boone Trail for a new 40-foot sanitary sewer easement to allow for future development.  The property owner is responsible for all costs of the easement exchange.

Recommendation:  That Council approve the easement exchange and authorize the City Clerk to advertise.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 834.

NEW HOPE ROAD EXTENSION – SUPPLEMENTAL AGREEMENT #2/EARTH TECH ENVIRONMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE OF NORTH CAROLINA INC. - APPROVED

The City currently has a design agreement with Earth Tech Environment & Infrastructure of North Carolina Inc. for design of the New Hope Road Extension project. Supplemental Agreement #2 covers the cost of survey, design and construction supervision of the wetland mitigation improvements associated with the project’s permitting requirements.  A lump sum of $42,824.43 has been negotiated for these services.

Recommendation:  Approval of Supplemental Agreement #2.  Funds to be transferred administratively.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

TRYON ROAD WIDENING – LAKE DAM ROAD SIDEWALK DESIGN – SUPPLEMENTAL AGREEMENT #1/TRANSITE CONSULTING ENGINEERS - APPROVED

The City currently has a design agreement with TranSite Consulting Engineers, Inc., for design of the Tryon Road widening project from Dillard Road to Gorman Street.  A supplemental agreement was negotiated for design of the Lake Dam Road sidewalk from Avent Ferry Road to the existing sidewalk at Crab Orchard Drive. A sum of $23,432.53 has been negotiated for these services.

Recommendation:  Approval of Supplemental Agreement #1.  Funds to be transferred administratively.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

STREET CLOSING – 16-2000 – SPRINGSHIRE COURT – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

The City has been petitioned to close portions of Springshire Court: Located north off Woodmeadow Parkway, one half block west of Sunnybrook Road, being the western portion of the cul-de-sac all of the lot at 1504 Springshire Court, and portions of the lots at 1500 and 1508 Springshire Court.

Recommendation:  Adoption of a resolution authorizing public hearing for February 6, 2001.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 829

STREET CLOSING – 17-2000 – EDWARDS MILL ROAD – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

The City has been petitioned to close portions of Edwards Mill Road:  That portion of Edwards Mill Road from its intersection of the western right-of-way line of Creedmoor Road southward approximately 750+ lineal feet.

Recommendation:  Adoption of resolution of Intent setting public hearing on February 6, 2001.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 830.

STREET CLOSING – 18-2000 – ACC BOULEVARD  - RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

The City has been petitioned to close portions of ACC Boulevard:  All of ACC Boulevard east of Glenwood Avenue and west of the western property lines of the parcels having the following PIN and parcel addresses, 0768.02-77-9472/0 Mount Herman Road, and 768.02-75-2980/7600 ACC Boulevard approximately 5677( lineal feet.

Recommendation:  Adoption of a resolution setting public hearing for February 6, 2001.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 831.

STREET CLOSING – 19-2000 – MARY ROGERS LANE – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PUBLIC HEARING ADOPTED

The City has been petitioned to close portions of Mary Rogers Lane:  All of Mary Rogers Lane north of the southern property line of the tract labeled “N/F Mary Ann and Louis Rogers”.

Recommendation:  That Council adopt a resolution authorizing public hearings on Tuesday, February 6, 2001.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 832.

BUDGET AMENDMENTS – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented the following recommended budget amendments.

Parks and Recreation - $60.00 – To accept funds from Curtis Weaver for a tree permit fee for removal of a tree at 4004 Converse Drive.

Parks and Recreation - $38,000.00 – To increase revenues and expenditures to accommodate greater program interest and offerings at Lake Lynn Community Center.

Police Department - $17,200.00 – To appropriate funds from the controlled substance tax fund balance reserve (Code Account 100-0000-40016-000) to acquire audio intelligence systems for use in Police Internal Affairs Unit and the Investigative Division.

Police Department - $58,300.00 – To budget accounts for a grant received from the Governor’s Highway Safety Program for purchase of cameras, radar, lights and traffic cones.  The grant requires a 50 percent cash match which is budgeted in 100-4030-75204-379.

Public Utilities - $350,000.00 – To provide funds for action items to be completed before the Garner water and sewer merger including addition of three new positions of Data Control Clerk II, Engineering Aide II and Plant Mechanic I.

The agenda outlined the revenue and expenditure accounts involved in the various recommended budget amendments.

Recommendation:  Approval of the budget amendments as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 915TF34.

REIMBURSEMENT CONRACT – OPEN SPACE FACILITY FEE - APPROVED

The following reimbursable contract has been prepared for Council approval and the City Manager’s signature.  Costs have been certified by the Planning and Engineering Departments.

Open Space Dedication Contract #2

Triple Creek Associates, LLC /

Priority II Project

Total Reimbursement $3,923.97

Recommendation:  Approval of the reimbursement contract.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

PRIVILEGE LICENSE – MODIS, INC. REFUND - APPROVED

Modis, Inc. is requesting a refund of $635.37 for the 2000-01 Privilege License Tax year. The reason for the refund is that the business location closed on November 1, 1999 and will have no activity in Raleigh during FY 2000-01.

Recommendation:  Approval of refund.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

CONDEMNATION – DURANT ROAD WIDENING – TAYLOR – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Efforts have been unsuccessful to obtain needed easement, relating to the Durant Road widening project as it involves 10721 Durant Road – James M. and Therese S. Taylor.

Recommendation:  Adoption of resolution of condemnation.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 835.

PW 2000-18 – WYCLIFF ROAD DRAINAGE PROJECT CHANGE ORDER #1/NARRON CONSTRUCTION, INC. - APPROVED

This change order is for a decrease of $15,592.

Reason:

To adjust quantities of original bid items and additional items needed to complete the work.

History:

Original contract amount

$  34,025.00

New contract amount

$  18,433.00

Budgetary Accounts to be Amended:

Transferred From:

655-8804-79202-975
Wycliff Road
$15,592.00

Transferred To:

655-8429-79001-975
Stormwater System Repairs
$15,592.00

Recommendation:  Approval of the change order and transfer as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

CRABTREE CREEK SEWER PARALLEL – CHANGE ORDER #2/PARK CONSTRUCTION CORPORATION - APPROVED

This change order is for an increase of $97,550.49.

Reason:

For relocation of sewer main due to Riparian Buffer permitting.

History:

Original contract amount

$1,050,459.32

Previous net changes (ADD)

$   199,405.00

New contract amount

$1,347,414.81

Budgetary Accounts to be Amended:

Budgetary accounts to be handled administratively.

Recommendation:  Approval of change order.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  

E. M. JOHNSON WATER TREATMENT PLANT – CHANGE ORDER #1/HAREN CONSTRUCTION COMPANY - APPROVED

This change order is for an increase of $497,662.

Reason:

For construction of building addition to 605’ pump station for electrical switchgear improvements at the E.M. Johnson Water Treatment Plant.

History:

Original contract amount

$3,493,000.00

New contract amount

$3,990,662.00

Budgetary Accounts to be Amended:

Transferred From:

340-8629-79202-975
Avent Ferry Rd Main
$ 43,275.41

344-8715-79001-975
EMJWTP Switchgear Replac
23,539.00

345-8719-79001-975
RAS Lift Sta Improvements
54,747.59

346-8828-79001-975
605 Ele Zone Pumping Station
  376,100.00



$497,662.00

Transferred To:

340-8796-79202-975
Five MG Clearwell
$ 43,275.41

344-8796-79202-975
Five MG Clearwell
23,539.00

345-8796-79202-975
Five MG Clearwell
54,747.59

346-8796-79202-975
Five MG Clearwell
  376,100.00



$497,662.00

Recommendation:  Approval of the change order and transfer as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 915TF34

TRANSFERS – VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented recommended transfers in the departments of Central Engineering, Parks and Recreation and Public Utilities.  The agenda outlined the code accounts involved and the reasons for the recommended transfers.

Recommendation:  Approval of the transfers as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 915TF34

BID 2000-19 – COMBINATION SEWER VACUUM TRUCK – BID AWARDED TO PUBLIC WORKS EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLY INC.

Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, bids were received and publicly opened in the office of the Purchasing Agent on December 12, 2000 for a combination sewer vacuum truck.  Only one bid was received for the 4-wheel drive combination sewer vacuum truck.  It was pointed out on December 4, 2000, a prebid conference was held to discuss the specifications.  Due to this unit being built on a 4-wheel drive chasis only one bid was received which was submitted by Public Works Equipment and Supply Inc. in the amount of $173,331.

Recommendation:  Award of the bid to Public Works Equipment and Supply Inc.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

BID REQUEST 2000-30 – HYDRAULIC PULL-IN BUCKET MACHINES – BID AWARDED TO SEWER EQUIPMENT COMPANY OF AMERICA

Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, bids were received and publicly opened in the office of the Purchasing Agent on December 12, 2000 for a hydraulic pull-in bucket machine (1 set – 2 each) with results as follows:  Sewer Equipment Company of America - $69,112; Jet-Vac Inc. - $95,645.

Recommendation:  Award of the low bid submitted by Sewer Equipment Company of America.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

BID REQUEST 2000-36 – KNUCKLEBOOM LOADER TRUCK – BID AWARDED TO PARKS CHEVROLET, INC.

Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, bids were received and publicly opened in the office of the Purchasing Agent on December 12, 2000 for a Knuckleboom loader truck for the Streets Division with results as follows:  Parks Chevrolet - $79,996; Bobby Murray Chevrolet - $83,190.03; Cardinal International Trucks – $84,570; Volvo & GMC Truck Center of Carolina - $84,800.

Recommendation:  Award of the low bid submitted by Parks Chevrolet, Inc.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

BID – LEAD ABATEMENT AND REMOVAL AT TUCKER HOUSE – BID AWARDED TO LVI SERVICES OF NC

Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, bids were received and publicly opened at the Tucker House on December 14, 2000 for the Tucker House Lead abatement and removal with results as follows:  Bids were received by EI Construction Services, a firm hired to prepare a scope of work for the project and receive bids.  The result of the bid tabulation was as follows:  LVI Services, Inc. – $65,090; Epuricon, Inc. - $344,760.

Recommendation:  Award the bid to LVI Services of North Carolina.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

WALNUT CREEK/NEUSE RIVER INFLUENT SEWER LIFT STATION IMPROVEMENTS – BID AWARDED TO HAREN CONSTRUCTION AND AAA ELECTRICAL

Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, bids were received and publicly opened on October 26, 2000, by Hazen and Sawyer in the City Council Chamber for the Walnut Creek Lift Station expansion, Neuse River Lift Station expansion with Haren Construction submitting the low general bid in the amount of $4,069,000 and AAA Electrical submitting the low electrical bid in the amount of $1,490,000.  A reduction in both contract amounts by change order was negotiated to reduce the bid of Haren Construction to $3,702.650 and AAA Electrical to $1,228.131.  Total bid tabulation available at Hazen and Sawyer.

AAA Electrical submitted a 0% MWBE participation plan  and Haren Construction submitted an 8.3% MWBE participation plan.

Recommendation:  That Council approve the low general bid and contract change order for Haren Construction in the amount of $3,702,650 and the low electrical bid and contract change order for AAA Electrical in the amount of $1,228,131 and the following budgetary transfer

Transferred From:

345-8071-79001-975
Crabtree Creek Sewer Parallel
$   126,471.21

345-8717-79202-975
NRWWTP Interceptor
104,809.79

347-8805-79001-975
NRWWTP Lift Station
  4,699,500.00



$4,930,781.00

Transferred To:

345-8805-79203-975
NRWWTP Lift Station
$   231,281.00

347-8805-79202-975
NRWWTP Lift Station
3,702,650.00

347-8805-79203-975
NRWWTP Lift Station
     996,850.00



$4,930,781.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

TRAFFIC – VARIOUS CHANGES – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented recommended changes in the traffic code relating to signal removal at Hillsborough/Mayo Streets, 25mph speed limit on Fireside Drive and stop sign installations on newly constructed street.  The agenda outlined the exact locations involved and the reasons for the recommended changes in the traffic code.

Recommendation:  Approval of the changes as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

END OF CONSENT AGENDA

TELECOMMUNICATIONS LICENSE 2000-1 – CTC EXCHANGE SERVICES, INC. – REFERRED TO LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

CTC Exchange Services, Inc. requests the City issue a telecommunications license to enable them to use the public right-of-way for construction and deployment of telecommunications network(s) for the purpose of providing telecommunications services to businesses and residents within and outside the City. The initial term is 10 years with two renewal options pursuant to the then current ROW terms and conditions.

Recommendation:  Approval.  Mr. Shanahan stated he would like to take this item into Committee for one term pointing out there are a couple of issues he would like to address.  Mayor Coble stated without objection the item would be referred to Law and Public Safety Committee with Mr. Scruggs pointing out maybe the contract should show a little more consistency with the ones already approved.  Without objection the item was referred to Law and Public Safety Committee.

911 HVAC UPGRADES – BID AWARED TO NEWCOMB COMPANY

Pursuant to advertisement as required by law bids were received and publicly opened on November 21, 2000, in Room 112, Raleigh Municipal Building for the HVAC 911 upgrade with results as follows:  Newcomb - $167,800; Acorn - $174,000; Mid South - $188,000.

Recommendation:  Authorization to prepare a contract for Administrative approval and authorize a budgetary transaction in the amount of $92,300 to cover the project.  Mr. Kirkman stated he has no problem with this, he just wanted to make sure that the citizens realize the improvements being made in the 911 center.  He stated we want to make sure we have the best facilities so the people can provide the best service to all involved.  Mr. Kirkman moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Coble and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting gin the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Ordinance 915TF34.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Coble presented the Planning Commission Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and maybe enacted by one motion.  If a Councilor request discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  Mayor Coble stated he had received the following requests to withdraw items from the Planning Commission Consent Agenda: Z-67-2000 (West); Z-81-2000 (Kirkman); Z-90-2000 (Coble/Odom); Rezoning Z-105-2000 (Scruggs/Odom).  Without objection those items were withdrawn from the Planning Commission Consent Agenda.  Mr. Shanahan moved the remaining items on the Planning Commission Consent Agenda be upheld as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Scruggs and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  The items on the Planning Commission Consent Agenda were as follows.

REZONING Z-109-2000 – ROGERS LANE – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

This request is to rezone approximately 84 acres, currently zoned Residential-6 Conditional Use.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Residential-4 Conditional Use.

CR-10178 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated November 27, 2000.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Shanahan/Scruggs – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 917ZC491.

TC-7-2000 – ELEVATED WATER TANKS – REQUEST FOR A EXTENSION OF TIME - APPROVED

This request is to amend the Zoning Code to revise required setbacks for the location of elevated water tanks within residential districts.

CR-10179 from the Planning Commission recommends that the 105-day period for the Planning Commission to make a recommendation to the City Council be extended for 30 days.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Shanahan/Scruggs – 8 ayes. 

END OF PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA

REZONING Z-67-2000 – TOMAHAWK TRAIL – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

This request is to rezone approximately 250 acres, currently zoned Residential-4.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Residential-6 Conditional Use.

CR-10174 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated December 13, 2000.  Mr. West stated he withdrew this from the Consent agenda pointing out he doesn’t have a problem, he just wants to make sure this will not be apartments or group housing.  Planning Director Chapman pointed out there is a series of R-6 conditions and one of the conditions limits the development to single-family.  Mr. Odom moved approval of the Planning Commission recommendation.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Coble and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Ordinance 915TF34.

REZONING Z-81-2000 – WAKE FOREST ROAD/CHESTNUT STREET - APPROVED

This request is to rezone approximately .32 acre, currently zoned Special Residential-6.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Neighborhood Business Conditional Use.

CR-10175 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated December 5, 2000, and that the Comprehensive Plan be amended to designate this property as a Residential Retail Area and that a policy boundary line circumscribe the site to contain nonresidential development to this property only.

Mr. Kirkman stated there are a lot of questions and concerns.  This is a fairly unique case in a unique location.  He questioned if the neighborhood has completely brought into this recommendation.  Planning Commission Chairman Hunt stated to his knowledge there was no objection from the neighborhood.  Apparently the owners are trying to upgrade the area and he personally feels what they are proposing will be an improvement.  Mr. Kirkman stated as he understands, the Planning Commission feels the conditions will protect the neighborhood, upgrade, rehabilitate and just generally improve the area.  Mr. Kirkman moved approval of the Planning Commission recommendation.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Coble.  Mr. Odom stated as he understands condition #7 indicates if the existing building is demolished the property owners would have to bring a site plan for redevelopment of the area.  He stated he feels what is being proposed will be an improvement in the area.  The motion as stated was put to a vote and passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Ordinance 917ZC491.

REZONING Z-90-2000 – BLUE RIDGE ROAD – REFERRED TO COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

This request is to rezone approximately 4.3 acres, currently zoned Residential-4.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Residential-6 Conditional Use.

CR-10176 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be denied.  Mayor Coble moved the item be referred to Comprehensive Planning Committee for discussion.  Mr. Odom stated he would like to know why the case received a 9-0 vote for denial.  He questioned if there are any comments from anyone that he could take into Committee.  Mr. Hunt indicated there is Residential-4 in the southwest side of the property and it appears this rezoning would get extremely close to the Residential-4.  He stated the property has some severe topo and members of the Planning Commission felt if the rezoning were approved it would imply massive grading.  The Commission would like to see some clustering upfront and possibly prohibit a lot of grading.  Without objection the item was referred to Comprehensive Planning Committee. 

REZONING Z-105-2000 – OLD WAKE FOREST ROAD – REFERRED TO COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

This request is to rezone approximately 5.7 acres, currently zoned Office & Institution-1.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Industrial-1 Conditional Use. If this proposal is approved as submitted, the Comprehensive Plan--Wake Forest Road Small Area Plan would need to be amended to indicate Mixed Use/Industrial/Office for this location.

CR-10177 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be denied.  Mr. Odom stated he would take the item into the Comprehensive Planning Committee.  In response to questioning, Planning Commission Chairman Hunt indicated he did not feel this is an industrial site.  He pointed out the adjacent multi-family development is O&I-1.  Mayor Coble pointed out it is across the street from a small industrial site.  Mr. Scruggs indicated he understood the Planning Commission felt it should remain residential due to light rail that may or may not come through the area.  He stated he would like to send this to Comprehensive Planning Committee because he feels one of the reasons that we should consider industrial is that people who use or need industrial land may need light rail.  Mr. Congleton indicated he would have to disagree with Mr. Scruggs pointing out he agrees with the Planning Commission and he could not support this rezoning.  Mayor Coble stated without object the item would be referred to Comprehensive Planning Committee.  

REZONING Z-94-2000 – LOUISBURG ROAD – APPROVED

This request is to rezone approximately 35 acres, currently zoned Neighborhood Business Conditional Use.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Residential-6 Conditional Use (4.7 ac) and Neighborhood Business Conditional Use (30.3).

CR-10180 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated November 28, 2000.  Planning Director Chapman explained the location, the request and the Planning Commission’s recommendation.  He pointed out this is in the general area of where the City is trying to extend its ETJ.  He stated however, this particular property is within the City’s zoning jurisdiction and spoke briefly about the opposition to the rezoning voiced by Planning Commission members which related to change in the plan for the area.  Mr. Scruggs moved the Planning Commission’s recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom an a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  (After the meeting it was determined there was confusion on the date of the conditions so the item will appear on the January 16, 2001 agenda.)

SP-203-2000 – RALEIGH INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS PARK – MASTER PLAN AMENDMENT - APPROVED

This request is to amend an approved Mixed Use Development Master Plan, known as Raleigh International Business Park, MP-1-89.  This is a request to amend the approved locations for retail uses within the Master Plan Area by relocating some retail to an area in the Master Plan originally designated for non retail uses.  There is no request to increase the amount of retail, but rather changing the location of retail.  The recommendation of denial is based on the proposed plan’s conflict with the Comprehensive Plan.  The US 64 Corridor Plan indicates that the land uses for this area are to reflect what was approved in the original MP-1-89.  The original plan was approved with no retail, hotel or motel uses at the intersection of US 64 and New Hope Road.

The alignment of Corporation Parkway as shown on the plan is not included in this request.  The final alignment is to be approved as a revised preliminary subdivision in accordance with S-8-97 and S-69-2000.  The alignment of Corporation Parkway has changed since the original approval of S-8-97.  Prior to its final platting, the location of Corporation Parkway shall be approved by the Raleigh Department of Transportation.

Current Master Plan: In accordance with the ordinance at the time of approval of MP-1-89, Mixed Use Development Master Plans were limited in retail use to no more than 30% of the site acreage. The 55.84 acre site includes 16.75 acres for retail/hotel/motel uses.  The remaining 70% of the site is proposed for other land uses, of which Telex industrial use is included.  Approved retail locations are along US 64 away from the intersection of New Hope Road, comprising about ½ of the US 64 frontage.  The remaining retail is located internal to the site with access from an internal public street.  Frontage on US 64 at the corner of New Hope Road does not allow retail/hotel/motel uses. This Master Plan complies with the Comprehensive Plan US 64 Corridor Plan requirements for retail locations.  Retail areas are overlaid with SHOD 3 and 4 buffer yards as shown in the visual resource plan of the Wilder's Grove Area.  These buffer yards are intended to define areas between retail use and the corridor, as well as encourage orientation of retail uses away from the corridors, enhancing the views from the gateway.  Approval of MP-1-89 includes a condition restricting parking between the US 64 corridor and the buildings.  This restriction support the use of buffer yards for retail uses on US 64 and results in a street yard wider than the minimum in the landscape ordinance.  In accordance with the Corridor Plan, buffer yards should dominate the recommended street yards treatments in the area due to the rapid fire succession of intersection openings.

The site is zoned Industrial-1.  Amendments to approved Mixed Use Development Master Plans require City Council approval.

Proposed Master Plan Amendment: This request is to amend the approved location for retail in MP-1-89 by allowing retail on all properties fronting on US 64.  The revision is requested because of the site limitations imposed by the Neuse River Buffer rules.  The amendment does not increase the 30% limitation on the amount of retail. A 25’ SHOD-2 buffer is shown to be extended along this frontage of US 64 for future retail buffer and no vehicular surface areas will be permitted in between buildings and US 64.  In addition, only low profile signs will be permitted to the Master Plan area.

CR-10181 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved.  Mr. Odom moved the Planning Commission’s recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Scruggs.  Mr. Kirkman stated he would like to hear this case as the staff had recommended denial.

Planning Director Chapman pointed out this is one of 6 or 7 mixed use master plans remaining on the books.  He explained the master plan and pointed out staff had recommended denial of this site plan as it is not consistent with the comprehensive plan in the area.  The staff’s recommendation is based on the approved plan.  The Planning Commission had recommend approval with a modification to the plan.  Planning Commission Chairman Hunt talked about the additional conditions which he feels would achieve the same objectives of the approved plan.  He talked about the additional landscaping, parking, appearance of the entrances at the rear of the building, etc.  He stated with all the conditions he feels that this development would be an improvement to the area pointing out it’s a fairly rough looking area now.  Brief discussion took place on the Corporation Parkway extension.  Planning Director Chapman indicated we would not be amending the road alignment with this action but when additional site plans come in that could be revisited.  Access to the property, the fact there is a divided median in New Bern Avenue in this location and that the access on New Hope and right-in/right-out access from New Bern Avenue was explained.  After discussion on those points, the motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

SPECIAL ITEMS

CENTENNIAL AUTHORITY – NAMING RIGHTS ISSUE – REFERRED TO BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

City Attorney McCormick indicated Executive Director Curt Williams and Chairperson Steve Stroud had sent Council members a copy of what had been adopted at the last meeting of the Centennial Authority.  City Attorney McCormick indicated he provided Council members with a letter trying to clarify the action taken at the meeting in light of newspaper articles.  He suggested this issue be taken to the Budget and Economic Development Committee one term to allow an opportunity to look at the difference in what was approved by the Centennial Authority and what was approved by the Raleigh City Council.  Mayor Coble moved the item be referred to Budget and Economic Development Committee.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom.

Mayor Coble pointed out Council members did receive a letter from the City Attorney.  He indicated all members had received a copy of the editorial concerning this issue.  He indicated after the report they did print a correction that was about two paragraphs long.  He stated its just a shame people did not get the right story.  

Mayor Coble pointed out he has concern about the procedure at the Centennial Authority as it relates to members abstaining from voting.  He questions when a members abstains from voting on an issue if they should leave the room and refrain from participating in the discussion.  Chairman Stroud indicated he did have that discussion with the member being referred to by the Mayor.  He stated he had suggested to that member it may not be appropriate to participate in the discussion if they are excused from participation in the vote.  Mayor Coble indicated if a person is not going to vote on an issue and has been excused they should not be participating in the discussion.  He stated he is a little distressed some members of the Authority have not followed that procedure.  After brief discussion on the number of the City’s appointees to the Authority that were present during this discussion, the motion to refer the item to Budget and Economic Development Committee was put to a vote which passed unanimously.

ANNEXATION PROGRAM – 2000-2001 – RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED

This item was referred from the November 21, 2000, Council meeting for the next action in accordance with the approved annexation processing schedule.  Adoption of a resolution of intent declares that it is the intention of the City to consider annexation of specially identified areas and to set public information meeting and public hearing date on the matter.

Public information meetings will be set for the week of February 19, 2001 and public hearings will be set for March 6, 2001.  The resolution of intent action is followed by property owner notification and preparation of an annexation report on each area describing the area specific qualification criteria, services to be provided, legal boundaries of the area and related matters.

No final Council action is taken to annex until after completion of the public hearing.  Areas will be considered for an effective annexation date of June 30, 2001.  Copies of proposed resolutions of intent were included in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Adoption of resolutions of intent.  Mayor Coble moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolutions 836 and 837.

NCSU - SERVICE RALEIGH – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

During the December 5, 2000, Council meeting, representatives of Service Raleigh, NCSU, requested that City Council adopt a resolution endorsing volunteers and partner businesses for a one day event relating to pairing partner sites and volunteers.  Included in the agenda packet is a copy of the proposed resolution.  It would be appropriate to further consider the request.

Mr. Odom moved adoption of the Resolution as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Shanahan and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 838.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS – BROOKHOLLOW DRIVE/SANDY FORKS ROAD/SUBURBAN DRIVE – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

At the September 19, 2000 meeting, the City Council requested that the Transportation Department review the intersection of Brookhollow Drive and Sandy Forks Road to determine if improvements are needed.  The Transportation Department’s report, included in the agenda package, identifies a candidate intersection improvement estimated to cost approximately $15,000.
Recommendation:  As directed by City Council.  Mr. Congleton suggested referring the item to Public Works Committee.  He stated he would like an opportunity to see how the recommendation would impact the neighborhood.  He stated he hates to lose the green space and questioned if it would create problems if we keep the drive as it is now but stripping it for a double lane.  Mr. Congleton stated he had brought this item forward and he had not had a chance to talk to some of the neighbors and he feels obligated to discuss it with them prior to this item moving forward.  He stated he just has concerns about the need for taking away some perfectly nice looking median to put in more asphalt.  He stated he knows staff is trying to address this in the most economically efficient way but he is not sure about the recommendation.  Mr. Odom stated he feels what the staff is recommending is a perfectly logical solution.  Without objection it was agreed to refer the item to Public Works Committee for discussion.

PARK DEVERUX HOMOWNERS ASSOCIATION – TRASH RECEPTACLES – RECOMMENDATIONS APPROVED

As a follow-up to the November 21, 2000, Council meeting, a meeting was held with Park Deverux Homeowners Association concerning their request to place trash receptacles around the Deverux complex at 200 South Dawson Street.  As requested by Council, a meeting has also been held with the Downtown Raleigh Alliance to request their assistance in this matter.  A report was in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  The recommendations as outlined in the December 15, 2000, memo as follows be implemented.

1. That the Park Devereux Homeowners Association arrange for purchase of one trash receptacle at the southwest corner of the intersection of Hargett and Dawson Streets.  The Homeowners Association will work with the Downtown Raleigh Alliance to contact area clubs to supplement the Alliance’s program to clean up the area and explore purchase of a second trash receptacle in the vicinity of the CC Club by area businesses and property owners.  Purchase and installation will be coordinated with the City of Raleigh Construction Management Section.

2. The City of Raleigh will purchase one trash receptacle to be installed along Dawson Street at the intersection of Martin Street south of Park Devereux and the City Fire Station in conjunction with purchase and installation of the other two area containers.

3. The City of Raleigh Solid Waste Services will be notified when trash receptacles are installed and will empty the containers on their regular schedule.

4. The Downtown Raleigh Alliance will pick up trash in this area as part of their sidewalk cleaning program beginning January 2, 2001 with special emphasis on removing cans, bottles and other debris which may be deposited on sidewalks and adjacent areas.

Mr. Coble moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Graw and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

BELKS BUILDING – PROPOSED PRIVATE SALE – PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZED

The Committee recommends that the Council schedule a public hearing pursuant to NCGS 158-7.1 for January 16, 2001, to consider the private sale of the Belk’s Building and property to Modern Continental Enterprises, Inc. for $2 million.

On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Coble moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT JOINT VENTURE PROPOSAL/CEDAR STREET APARTMENTS – APPROVED

The Committee recommends approval of a $225,000 rehab loan to James Joslin Reality, Inc. for the rehabilitation of the 16-unit property known as Cedar Street Apartments located at 934 N. Blount Street.  Mayor Coble moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

SP-49-2000 – WESTBOROUGH OFFICE PARK – STORMWATER - APPROVED

Chairperson Kirkman reported the Public Works Committee recommends upholding the Planning Commission recommendation as outlined in CR-10159 for approval of SP-49-2000 – Westborough Park Office Condominium (copy of CR included in the agenda packet).  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Kirkman moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Coble and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

STREET AND PUBLIC UTILITY IMPROVEMENTS – SKYCREST DRIVE – APPROVED; SOUTHALL ROAD QUESTIONS, CLOSING AND UTILITY RELOCATION – RETAINED IN COMMITTEE

Chairperson Kirkman reported the Public Works Committee recommends adoption of a resolution directing the extension of Skycrest Drive, approximately 3,000 feet eastward and the extension of Southall Road from its present terminus just north of Eagle Trace northward, approximately 800 feet to the proposed Skycrest Drive.  This includes the construction of the southern half of a four lane divided section with paving, curb, gutter, drains and sidewalks on the south side.  The extension of Southall Road consists of the construction of a 65-foot back to back street with curb and gutter and sidewalks on both sides.  The Committee also recommends that 12” and 16” water lines be installed according to PU 2000-12.

The Committee recommends that the issues and requests relating to that portion of Southall Road that will no longer be needed be referred to staff for consideration and discussion during right-of-way negotiation.  The Committee will hold Skycrest Drive – Closing/Utility Relocation (Item #99-47) on their agenda in order for staff to bring a recommendation, if negotiations relating to closing/relocation, etc. cannot be resolved.

On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Kirkman moved the recommendations be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Congleton.  Mr. Odom spoke briefly about this item and his involvement in the past pointing out it was his recollection that the work would be done in such a manner that Mr. Bartholomew would have the ability to acquire the property and have full development opportunities.  He stated he does not remember any commitments about the infrastructure being removed, relocated or what but that is still in Committee for further discussion.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolutions 839 and 840.

SIDEWALK REPAIRS – 912-916 EAST MILLBROOK ROAD – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Chairperson Kirkman reported the Public Works Committee recommends adoption of a resolution directing sidewalk repairs at 912-916 East Millbrook Road at an estimated cost of $1,600.  On behalf of the committee, Mr. Kirkman moved the recommendation be upheld.  He pointed out the Committee did not have sufficient evidence available to provide any relief; therefore, the Committee is recommending following the standard policy.  Ms. Graw indicated it seems unfair to assess this property owner for this project as the damage was obviously caused by utility trucks, tree cutting etc.  Mayor Coble stated he understands Ms. Graw’s concern but questioned the timeliness of the information coming forth, pointing out there were situations all over town following Hurricane Fran where utility trucks hit sidewalks, etc.  He questioned what the City would tell those people.  He stated if we did not follow our standard policy in this situation he feels it would open the doors to change the policy.  Ms. Graw stated this is a close call and talked about a situation which occurred on St. Mary’s Street.  She stated the property owner did contact the public utilities when the damages occurred but did not get any response.  Ms. Graw made a motion that the City make the repairs and cover the cost out of sidewalk funds.  She asked Administration to look to see where funds would be available to cover the cost and so moved.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Odom.  Mr. Congleton made a substitute motion to approve the recommendation of Public Works Committee which was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Odom and Ms. Graw.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 841.

STREET CLOSING – 11-2000 – WEST NORTH/NORTH DAWSON STREETS - DENIED

Chairperson Kirkman reported the Public Works Committee recommends that Street Closing –11-2000 request be denied and so moved.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Scruggs and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

ASSESSMENTS – SIDEWALKS ON THOROUGHFARES – NO CHANGE IN POLICY

Chairperson Kirkman reported the Public Works Committee recommends that the item “sidewalk assessments on thoroughfares” be removed from the agenda with no action or recommendation to change the current sidewalk assessments policy and so moved.  He pointed out the Committee discussed this quite thoroughly and did not see any mechanism or need for making changes.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

ROAD RACES – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. West pointed out a recent marathon was held in the City on Sunday and it had some negative impact on church attendance along the route as many congregation members could not get to church timely because of road closures, traffic, etc.  He stated he would be working with the various groups to try to lessen the impact on future occasions.

ANIMALS – POLICY FOR REMOVAL – REFERRED TO LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

Ms. Graw stated she would like to refer to Law and Public Safety Committee an item relating to removing dead animals from City streets.  She indicated in December the Council heard from a resident who experienced a very bad event when their pet was found dead on a City street.  She pointed out since then she has been contacted by the AKC and others about canine legislation which has been developed that deals with this type event.  She asked that the item be referred to Committee for discussion.  Without objection the time was referred to Law and Public Safety Committee.

TRAFFIC – SIX FORKS/ANDERSON DRIVE – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

Mr. Scruggs presented drawings showing the existing intersection of Six Forks and Anderson Drive and a proposal to create a T-intersection.  He pointed out this was discussed by the Council previously at the suggestion of Ms. Graw and Administration came back with some suggestions which they indicated were cost prohibitive.  He indicated the problem is cars coming off of Six Forks Road onto Anderson Drive in a manner which creates danger for the drivers coming out of Drewry Lane.  He indicated the road alignment and the topography is such that it causes a site obstruction.  He presented what he feel is a quick solution.  Mayor Coble pointed out staff had looked at this previously and recommended against it with Mr. Scruggs pointing out he doesn’t necessarily agree with staff.  He stated maybe some money could be put in the CIP or maybe we have some leftover bond money to make this correction, pointing out he feels it is a safety issue that is too important to overlook.  Without further discussion the item was referred to Public Works Committee.  

FIRST NIGHT – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Shanahan congratulated all involved for another successful First-Night.  He talked about the police contribution which helped make it an incident free event.  Mr. Kirkman and Mayor Coble able commended everyone involved pointing out it was a successful event even with extremely cold weather.  Mayor Coble commended the police department for their role and a job well done.

APPOINTMENTS

APPOINTMENTS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

The City Clerk reported the following results of a ballot vote:

Human Resources and Human Relations Advisory Commission – Three vacancies – John Doyle, Jr. – 6 (West, Congleton, Shanahan, Graw, Odom, Kirkman); Beth Trahos – 7 (all but Shanahan)

Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board – One vacancy – Michael Arber – 2 (West, Graw); Michael L. Jones – 4 (Shanahan, Odom, Coble, Scruggs)

Convention Center Authority – One vacancy – The City Clerk reported the following new nominations: Elliot Murnick (Scruggs), Steve Cadwallader (Coble) and Eric Tannery (Congleton)  The item will be carried over until the next meeting.

Raleigh Transit Authority – One vacancy – Helene Levine – 1 (Shanahan); Joseph Johnston – 6 (West, Congleton, Graw, Odom, Kirkman, Scruggs)

The Mayor announced the appointments of John Doyle, Jr. and Beth Trahos to HRHRAC leaving one vacancy and the appointment of Joseph Johnson to the Raleigh Transit Authority.  The other items will be carried over until the next meeting.

NOMINATIONS

ARTS COMMISSION – NOMINATIONS MADE

The term of Bruce Ridge expires in February.  He is eligible for reappointment and has a good attendance record.  Mayor Coble nominated Mr. Ridge for reappointment.  The item will be carried over until the next meeting.

CONVENTION CENTER AUTHORITY – NOMINATIONS MADE

The terms of Carl Murnick, Carol Lewis and Don Walston expire in February.  All have served since 1995, therefore are not eligible for reappointment.  It was pointed out under appointments that Elliot Murnick, Steve Cadwallader and Eric Tannery have been nominated; therefore, there are four vacancies and three nominees at this point.

GREATER RALEIGH CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU – VACANCY ANNOUNCED

The term of Ardis Hatch, Citizen at Large slot, is expiring.  She does not wish to be considered for reappointment.  The item will be carry over until the next meeing.

HUMAN RESOURCES AND HUMAN RELATIONS ADVISORY COMMISSION – NOMINATIONS MADE

The terms of Robert Gardner and Gayle Robinson expire in February.  Both are eligible for reappointment and have good attendance record.  Ms. Robinson would like to be considered for reappointment.  Mr. Gardner does not wish to be considered.  Mayor Coble nominated Gayle Robinson.  The item will be carried over until the next meeting.

PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD – NOMINATIONS MADE

The terms of Robert Harper and Roger Barr are expiring.  Mr. Harper is not eligible reappointment and Mr. Barr does not wish to be considered for reappointment.  Mr.  Kirkman nominated Tom Wells and Erin Black.  Mr. Congleton nominated Jan Kirschbaum.  The item will be carried over until the next meeting.

TRANSIT AUTHORITY  - NOMINATIONS MADE

The term of Carl Jackson Brakebill is expiring in February.  He does not wish to be considered for reappointment.  Mr. Scruggs nominated Shawn Lemieux.

SUBSTANCE ABUSCE ADVISORY COMMISSION – NOMINATIONS MADE

The term of Larry Lindsey is expiring in February.  The City Clerk indicated she have not been able to determine if he wishes to be considered for reappointment.  A letter of resignation has been received from Jo Lynn wood.  Mayor Coble nominated Mr. Lindsey.  Mr. Kirkman nominated Ronald Lewis.

TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION – NOMINATION MADE

The term of Barbara Jackson expires in February.  She is eligible for reappointment, has a good attendance record and would like to be considered for reappointment.  Mayor Coble nominated Ms. Jackson for reappointment.  The item will be carried over until the next meeting.

FIREMEN’S RELIEF FUND – NOMINATION MADE

The term of Larry Stanford is expiring in January.  He is not eligible for reappointment.  The Fire Chief recommends that Lynn Johnson be appointed to that position.  Mayor Coble nominated Mr. Johnson.  The item will be carried over until the next meeting.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

No report.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK

TAXES – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

Included in the agenda packet is a proposed resolution relating to adjusting, rebating and/or refunding penalties, exemptions or relieving interest for listing of property for ad valorem tax.  Adoption of the resolution is recommended.  It is also recommended that Council approve the listing as submitted by Wake County Tax Collector relative to clerical errors during the month of November 2000.

Mr. Congleton moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Coble and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 842.

SURPLUS PROPERTY – 1206 DOWNING ROAD – RESOLUTION DIRECTING SALE ADOPTED

During the November 21, 2000, Council meeting, the City Council declared property at 1206 Downing Road surplus and directed that it be sold through the upset bid process.  All legal procedures have been followed.  It is recommended that Council adopt a resolution authorizing the sale of the property to Augustin R. Sabater and Y. Rebecca G. Sabater for $73,500 with the understanding that the resolution shows that the purchaser is a City employee participating in the City of Raleigh second mortgage loan program and the property is subject to a restrictive covenant of restriction to single-family residential owner occupied for at least 15 years.

Mr. Congleton moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Coble and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 843.

MINUTES – DECEMBER 5, 2000 – APPROVED AS PRESENTED

Council members received in their agenda packet copies of the minutes of the December 5, 2000 meeting.  Mr. Congleton moved approval as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Coble and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

ASSESSMENT ROLLS – VARIOUS – RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED SETTING HEARINGS FOR FEBRUARY 6, 2001

The following preliminary assessment rolls will be presented.  It is recommended that the assessment rolls be adopted which will establish a public hearing on Tuesday, February 6, 2001, to consider confirmation of cost outlined in the rolls.

-   Resurfacing AR-808 – Agecroft Road

-   Resurfacing AR-809 – Dallas Street

-   Resurfacing AR-810 – Collingswood Drive

-   Resurfacing AR-811 – Gatling Street

-   Resurfacing AR-812 – Boddie Drive

-   Resurfacing AR-813 – Surrey Road
-   Resurfacing AR-814 – Lake Boone Trail

Mr. Congleton moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Coble and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolutions 844, 845, 846, 847, 848, 849 and 850.

RECESS

There being no further business, Mayor Coble announced the meeting recessed at 2:05 p.m. to be reconvened at 7:00 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in a regular reconvened meeting on Tuesday, January 2, 2001 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch, Government Complex, 222 West Hargett Street with all Council members present.  Mayor Coble called the meeting to order and the following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

REQUESTS AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

UNSAFE BUILDING – 315 EAST LANE STREET – EXTENSION GRANTED

Mary L. Wooten was at the meeting pointing out the house at 315 East Lane Street has been declared unsafe.  She stated a lot of the things in the unsafe declaration have been addressed.  One of the major issues is having the house vacate and secure.  She stated she was informed earlier today that it was secured with the exception of one door which needs a lock and that will be taken care of the first thing tomorrow.  She stated the house is in a historic district and it is going to require a great deal of work to meet all guidelines and they want to do it all and do it right the first time.  In response to questioning Acting Inspections Director Ellis indicated this is a complicated issue.  He stated the unsafe portion has been taken care of.  The unfit case has not been submitted to the Council but is in the process.  The third element relates to a petition from the Historic Commission relating to demolition by neglect.  He stated a hearing has not been held because of circumstances beyond Ms. Wooten’s control.  He pointed out the Historic District Commission wants to try to save the house.  Ms. Wooten stated in order to complete the work she will need an additional three to six months.  She has an architect and has secured funding from BB&T.  She pointed out she has been working with Mr. Ellis, has an architect and has been inquiring about contractors.  Mr. Congleton indicated he feels the Council should give Ms. Wooten 60 days to show she does have the loan in place and the architect and contractor working and then maybe we could allow an additional 90 days or so, that is allow a 60 day extension provided between now and then the loan is in place, the architect and the contractor online and at that point additional time could be considered.  He put that into a form of a motion which was seconded by Mr. Scruggs.  In response to questioning, Mr. Ellis indicated the building is secure with the exception of one door and Ms. Wooten has said that will be taken care of early tomorrow.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

RICHLAND CREEK – STREAM AND RIPARIAN BUFFER REPAIRS - WITHDRAWN

Jim Spangler, Spangler Environmental Inc., had requested permission to discuss stream and riparian area repairs in the vicinity of Richland Creek.  Mr. Kirkman indicated Mr. Spangler had asked that the item be withdrawn and he will come back to the Council and make a report at a later date.  Without objection the item was withdrawn.

POLICE DEPARTMENT – COMMENTS – NO ACTION TAKEN

Gary Edwards has requested permission to discuss the Raleigh Police Department.  Mr. Edwards was not at the meeting; therefore, no action was taken.

CARVER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL – REQUEST FOR USE OF FLETCHER CONCERT HALL AND AUDITORIUM CREW – REFERRED TO CIVIC CENTER DIRECTOR

Heather Roberts indicated she is a fourth year teacher at Carver Elementary School.  She stated while she is not an Arts teacher, every year they have put on a dance production.  Last year it was very successful.  She explained Carver Elementary School is in Wendell and the students share a lot of the challenges of inner-city students.  She stated they had put together a production and had written a grant to get a stage screen and they had chosen to collaborate with the Raleigh Rescue Mission and Memorial Auditorium.  She stated benefits of doing this project would foster the community outreach program and community spirit as well as the Raleigh Rescue Mission.  She explained the production which will include visits to the Rescue Mission, working with the homeless, etc.  She stated they need to use the Fletcher Auditorium and she is requesting that the fees be waived and they be allowed the use of a technician crew.  She stated the production will benefit residents of Raleigh, Wendell and the Raleigh Rescue Mission.

Mayor Coble pointed out it is a very exciting idea but the City of Raleigh has set up criteria for the use of Fletcher Hall.  He suggested referring this item to the Convention Center Director to see if there is something he can do to help without the City waving its policy.  He questioned where the Wake County School System is in this request pointing out they have many auditoriums that may be used.  Ms. Roberts pointed out they were hoping to do the production at Fletcher as they feel will promote a wider appeal and bring in more paying audience which will further the cause.  She stated they hope to bring in local live musicians and they just feel having the production at the Fletcher Auditorium will step it up a little.

Mayor Coble indicated he admires Ms. Roberts work and tenacity but he just hates to deviate from the policies that have been set.  He suggested the item be referred to the Convention Center Director to see if he can come up with some suggestions.  Ms. Graw pointed out a member of the school board is in the audience.  She stated the City does want to accommodate this activity as she feels it is a good fit she understands the need to not waive our policy.  She asked everyone to keep the City posted on the project.

ANNEXATION – HEATH AND HAGWOOD PROPERTIES – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Don d’Ambrosi representing Heath and Hagwood Properties indicated his clients own a 53 acre tract on Forestville Road.  He pointed out he has been working with the staff as they develop the small area plan in the vicinity.  He explained out the area in question is a part of the area the City is requesting ETJ extension from Wake County.  He stated however, that request has been log-jamb and his clients would like to move forward.  They have filed an annexation and rezoning petition that match the proposed small area plan.  He asked the Council to consider taking action to try to get this debate off center by inquiring with the County the status of the ETJ extension.  Mr. Odom stated he feels we should send the letter to the County and ask them where they are and the status of the City’s request.  Mayor Coble stated without objection he would ask staff to prepare a letter over his signature to Mr. Weeks requesting a status of the questions.

DOG PARK – REQUEST FOR USE OF PORTION OF LAKE JOHNSON – REFERRED TO STAFF

Leah Millar and Ashley White, People for Unleashed Parks, were at the meeting to present a petition asking for the use of an area in Lake Johnson Park for a dog park.  They had presented information about People for Unleashed Parks and their request for an area in Lake Johnson.  Mayor Coble pointed out Buffaloe Road is proposed to have an area in which people can go and let their dogs exercise unleashed.  The representatives of the group pointed out the area they are looking at at Lake Johnson is used only three or four times a year for overflow parking for Athens.  It would be a very inexpensive way to have a pilot project for a dog park.  Mr. Kirkman talked about the location being proposed at Lake Johnson and the possible appropriateness of looking at different parks in different parts of the City.  He suggested sending this request to the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board to look at it, see how it figures into the master plan for the park and whether it is something the City may want to consider changing a plan for.  Mayor Coble pointed out if the area were enclosed with a fence it could not be used as parking.  He stated in the material presented by the group, he sees nothing about the liability and questioned if they have any information as to how liability is dealt with.  The group pointed out in all the materials they have read, they have seen no liability problems associated with the 500 parks in the nation.  The National Parks and Recreation books say if a City doesn’t require the citizens to pay for use of the facility and put up signs about liability then there are no problems.  Mr. Odom pointed out the City is planning to have a dog park at the Buffaloe Road Park.  He stated he feels staff needs to answer some questions.  How it will figure into the total facility, the liability, how it will work, etc.  He suggested sending the request to staff to look at incorporating dog parks with the understanding that the Buffaloe Road would be first.  The group pointed out the Buffaloe Road Park maybe five years down the line.  At Lake Johnson we could use a facility that is already there and could be developed quite inexpensively and could be a test as to whether the Buffaloe Road Dog Park is a good idea.  They pointed out a dog park is a great way for people to go out, meet others, exercise their pet and get involved with people of like interests.  

Mr. Scruggs asked the City Attorney to respond to the liability question.  Ms. Graw pointed out if a dog park was going to be put at Lake Johnson, she feels the site choosen by the group is the best spot.  She stated she does not feel anyone is saying no to the Lake Johnson ideal tonight but there are some unanswered questions.  Mr. Kirkman indicated he does not feel having a dog park at the proposed location at Lake Johnson would preclude using the same area for parking.  Proper signage and fencing could be installed that would allow both and that is the type thing that staff could give feedback on.

Candance Russell, the American Kennel Club, 5580 Centerview Drive, Raleigh, NC, indicated her group would be most happy to work with the City in this endeavor.  Without objection the comments were received and referred to Administration for feedback.

MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

BUDGET – PROPOSED 2001-2002 – COMMENTS RECEIVED

This was a hearing to receive citizen comment on the preparation of the budget for fiscal year 2001-2002.  The Mayor opened the hearing.

Stefanie Mendell, 3225 Oak Grove Circle, presented a prepared statement and backup information requesting the City Council to reinstate the full funding of $6,000 for Hopeline’s funding for PhoneFriend in 2000-2001.  She also asked for a one time grant to PhoneFriend of an additional $6,000 to offset last year’s loss of funding.  She pointed out since the 1980’s the PhoneFriend program has been in existence and has received the support of many.  Last year the $6,000 funding for the program was eliminated based on erroneous information that the Wake County School System was starting a similar program.  There is no such program and this has been verified through numerous sources.

Octavia Rainey, 315½ North Carver Street, asked that money be put in the budget for a gun violence prevention program.  She also suggested a $40,000 nuisance abatement program.  She also talked about the need for a race relations program and talked about the increase in Latino community and the need to address those needs.  She stated however we haven’t really dealt with African Americans as it relates to race relations and we have to do a better job in dealing with the various race issues.  She pointed out every year they go through the consolidated plan update, the community tell the Community Development Department what they want to see but they never get answers.  She talked about impediments and the need to update the analysis of impediments.  She talked about her volunteer work and the importance of school tutorial programs.  She stated she is very concerned when we look at the Community Development Block Grant Program, pointing out we continue to add brick and mortar but if we are serious in addressing the need we have to look at the human side of the issues.  She stated the City of Raleigh does an excellent job, but pointed out if you want to see some of the problems just go to Maple Street.  She stated we must begin to look at human development and pointed out when we construct homes, we must make sure they are constructed in a safe environment.  She also called for more bathroom facilities to be built at Walnut Creek Amphitheater.

Mary Freeman, President of the Tammy Lynn Center and John Bryant, Board member, presented Council members with information and statistics of the Tammy Lynn Center.  They told of the type work they do, who they serve and the importance of receiving the full funding request.

Mary Bell Pate, representing the Southwest CAC talked about the following items:

1. A traffic signal at the intersection of Tryon Road and Fairway Drive.

2. The purchase of the property on the south side of Carolina Pines Avenue in order to create a permanent green space and protect ponds and a strea that has been compromised.

3. The connection of Moring Street to South Saunders Street.

4. Whatever monites necessary to complete the sale of the water plant, thus complementing Eliza Pool Park.

5. Paving of the section of Lineberry Street that connects to Lake Wheeler Road.

6. The sale of Caraleigh Mini-Park property for single-family housing – with money from the sale going to the completion of Eliza Pool Park.

7. Another Inspections staff member.

8. Street lights that always work at the intersection of Old Garner Road and Tryon Road.

9. Evergreen shrubbery on the east bank of South Saunders Street (near the cemetery).

10. Everything Mildred Flynn request for Eliza Pool Park.

Mildred Flynn, Southwest CAC, talked about the needs of their park pointing out they need swings for the older children, pointing out the 7 and 8 year olds get stuck in the small swings.  She talked about the need for the support of the Inspections Department in getting the area cleaned up.  She talked about the condition of some of the areas in Fuller Heights which is covered with furniture, lumber, boxes, etc. pointing out she does not understand why these areas cannot be cleaned up.  She stated she will continue to call the Inspections Department and stay on them until she get some results.  She called on the Council to put money in for the second phase of the Park in their area, do something to clean up the area in the Wilmington Street Homeless Shelter area, more street lights in that area and expressed appreciation for the street lights on Carolina Pines Avenue.

Helen Tart spoke about the needs of the Planning Department, the department that does the website and the department that broadcasts City Council meetings.  She stated they are very valuable assets of the citizens.  She stated the website has improved considerably but it could be improved more.  She stated she had heard that the transit schedule could not get updated because of lack of help in the website department.  She pointed out a commercial strip at Glascock and Brookside was destroyed by fire and when it is rebuilt she hopes the City will work to make sure it is a little more pedestrian friendly.  She expressed appreciation to Ms. Graw for traffic lights in her area, pointing out they could use one more street light.

No one else asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed and the items referred to staff.

BROWNFIELD – REVOLVING LOAN FUND PROPOSAL – COMMENTS RECEIVED

This was a hearing to receive public comments regarding the City’s application to EPA for the Brownfield clean-up revolving loan fund to establish managing capitalize a revolving loan fund program relating to cleanup of contaminated sites in preparation for redevelopment.

The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.

ANNEXATION – VARIOUS – HEARINGS – ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED

A hearing to consider the following petitioned annexations.  If, following the hearing, Council desires to proceed, it would be appropriate to adopt ordinances annexing the properties effective June 30, 2001, and a resolution placing the properties in the appropriate electoral districts.


Location
Electoral District

Church of the Nativity
E


Riverbrook Phase 4
C

The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Odom moved adoption of ordinances annexing the properties effective June 30, 2001 an adoption of a resolution placing the properties in the appropriate electoral districts.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Scruggs and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion.  See Ordinances 918 and 919 and Resolution 851.

STREET IMPROVEMENTS – WESTERN BOULEVARD – HEARING – TO BE PLACED ON FEBRUARY 16 AGENDA AS A SPECIAL ITEM.

This was a hearing to consider Western Boulevard improvements from Hunt Club Lane to Ashe Avenue for a distance of 3.1 mile to include curb and gutter and a 5 foot concrete sidewalk at selected locations, median and pavement widening, turn lanes, closure of median openings just west of Avent Ferry Road and at Chaney Road and a multipurpose pathway and selected locations.  Assessment for curb, gutter and sidewalk will apply.  The Mayor opened the hearing.

Sally Ricks, 2714 Rosedale Lane, representing the Western Boulevard Advisory Group indicated they had continued their review of the 65 percent design submittal over the holidays.  They were unable to meet with the City’s representatives due to his absence on family leave and vacation.  She stated they would be forwarding him a comprehensive list of issues which their group recommends be addressed prior to final approval.  She presented a prepared statement which outlined the group’s goals for Western Boulevard improvements which include a balanced transportation approach, respect context and continuity throughout the corridor, and recreating a green gateway.  She also outlined directives provided to the project designer in priority order:  Promote pedestrian and vehicular life safety, create and expand pedestrian infrastructure, beautification and improved aesthetic quality and movement of cars.  She went over specific recommendations which includes working to accommodate existing two lane travelways not three, developing a remediation landscape plan, reviewing the Advisory Group’s plan review comments with the consultant and requesting the project be placed in Public Works Committee prior to proceeding.  She stated a general recommendation on this and all future road projects is that the Council consider a more inclusive interdepartmental staff review.  Ms. Ricks went over the information in the prepared statement in detail.

Ted Shear, 928 Ravenwood Drive, gave the location of his residence, employment and explained he will be a heavy user of the proposed multipurpose path.  He talked about work in the neighborhood to preserve the Boulevard as a gateway into the City, the need to improve portions of the Boulevard, etc.  He stated he agreed with everything Ms. Ricks had said and talked about the potential lost of tree cover and the amount of grading going on beyond the end of the proposed pavement.  He indicated in looking at the plans he couldn’t find anything about curb and gutter and it looks like the third lane is already being graded.  He called on the Council to do whatever necessary to make this a grand entrance to the City not a major highway.  He questioned how much grading is going on and how many trees are going out.  He talked about his work with NCSU and “serial killer trees” which line many major transportation arteries.  He talked about poorly designed highways and curves.  He talked about the goals of transportation planners which is to move traffic efficiently and the goals of building a great City.  He talked in support of the multi-purpose path and the fact that Western Boulevard is one of the few Beltline exchanges which does not have traffic lights and spoke to the needs of the multi-purpose path.  He stated they want the road constructed not just for moving cars as fast as possible, but to provide an aesthetic entrance into the City.

The resident of 367 Meredith Street spoke in support of the idea of a multi-purpose path and it would be a wonderful opportunity for the people who live in that part of town.

Laura Evans, 3900 Western Boulevard, indicated she owns the veterinary clinic at that location.  She talked about the problems of the left turn lane, trying to line up Whitmore and Canton Street, etc.  She asked the City to do all possible to maximize the distance between the front door of her facility and the traffic lanes to help provide safe access for her customers, their family and their animals they bring to the veterinary hospital.  She indicated she is asking for a safe access as possible, anything to help minimize the traffic, noise and asked about the possibility of having a narrow sidewalk in the area along the turn lane which would help meet her concern.  She also asked the City to do everything possible to save the three large oak trees on the grounds of her facility.

Mayor Coble pointed out the issue of the multipurpose path going under the Beltline is up to the State.  The State hasn’t supported that and they trump the City in that aspect.  He suggested the City take that piece and ask staff to continue working with the State to try to move that forward.  In the meantime he feels the City should be moving ahead with the rest of the project.  He suggested sending this item back to staff and let them take the comments they have heard and see if they can be accommodated in the design.  Ms. Graw stated we need to move ahead and the best way to do that is refer the item to Public Works Committee to work out the details, the same as the City did with Litchford Road, Skycrest, Durant Road and Tryon.  She stated it is appropriate to put the item in Public Works Committee to address the comments made especially the recommendations of the task force.  She stated we need to work to accommodate two lanes of traffic, not three and the grading should reflect that design.  She moved the item be referred to Public Works Committee.  Mayor Coble pointed out he agrees with staff moving towards the three lanes, the continued discussion with the State relating to changes to Blue Ridge, etc.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Shanahan Ms. Graw pointed out that would be a substitute motion as she had made a motion with Mayor Coble pointing out Ms. Graw’s motion did not receive a second.  Mr. Kirkman stated we do need to move ahead but he would like to have staff’s response to the recommendations or comments made at today’s meeting but keep the project moving forward.  It maybe best to have staff’s response before sending the item to Public Works Committee; therefore he would suggest this be placed as a special item on the next agenda and ask staff to come back with recommendations with the firm understanding this has to be done within budget.  Ms. Graw stated she wants the dialogue to continue and that might be the best way to do it.  She stated however she thought it would be appropriate to refer it to Committee and referred to the October 3 Council meeting in which the Mayor stated if a City Council member wants to send an item to Committee that would be the policy of the City Council.  Without objection it was agreed to place the item on the January 16 Council meeting to receive a report from Administration.

TRIANGLE J – COUNCILLOR KIRKMAN DESIGNATED DELEGATE

Mayor Coble pointed out he had designated Benson Kirkman as the City of Raleigh delegate to Triangle J.  The comments were received.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Mayor Coble announced the meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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