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CITY COUNCIL

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session on Tuesday, February 6, 2001 at 1:00 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 West Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina with the following present.





Mayor Coble, Presiding





Mr. Odom





Mr. Congleton





Ms. Graw





Mr. Kirkman





Mr. Scruggs





Mr. Shanahan





Mr. West

Mayor Coble called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Reverend Art Ross, White Memorial Presbyterian Church.  The pledge of allegiance was led by Mr. Odom and the following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS

CAROLINA POWER & LIGHT DONATION - RUN FOR THE OAKS - ACCEPTED

Mayor Coble introduced Catherine Thomas, representing Carolina Power & Light, who again this year presented a check in the amount of $2,000 to sponsor the City of Raleigh Run for the Oaks.

CERTIFICATE OF APPOINTMENT - PRESENTATIONS MADE

Mayor Coble explained the Certificate of Appointment presentation and presented certificates to Eric Tannery, who was recently appointed to the Convention Center Authority; Beth Trahos who was recently appointed to the Human Resources and Human Relations Advisory Commission; and, to Ronald Lewis, who was recently appointed to the Substance Abuse Advisory Commission.

NORFLEET VINCENT SERVICE AWARD - PRESENTATION MADE

Mrs. Carter explained she was honored to present the Norfleet Vincent Service Award, which is given annually to a City of Raleigh employee in mid-level management.  The employee is selected by a nominating Committee and must be a City Employee.  She explained Joy Sumner of the Transportation Department worked with Norfleet Vincent from 1982 to 1992 and sponsors this award annually.  Mr. Vincent's career with the City of Raleigh ended and Ms. Sumner subsequently moved to the Department of Transportation.  Ms. Sumner presents $500 each year in honor of their public service career.

Ms. Carter recognized Ms. Sumner and Mr. Vincent, who indicated this year's recipient of the Norfleet Vincent Service Award goes to Mr. Jerry M. King of the Public Utilities Department as a Maintenance Supervisor at the E. M. Johnson Water Treatment Plant.  Ms. Carter indicated Mr. King's supervisor's all agree he gives whatever is necessary to get the job done and to provide safe drinking water to the residents of Raleigh.  Jerry King is one of those employees that every Manager hopes to have working for them and feels Mr. King is a truly special employee.

CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA - APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Coble presented the consent agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion.  If a Councilor requests discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  The vote on the Consent Agenda will be a roll call vote.  Mayor Coble stated he had received a request from Mr. Odom to withdraw the item relating to Petition Annexations; a request from Mr. Shanahan to withdraw the relating to the pole banner request for the Museum of Art; a request from Mr. West and Ms. Graw to withdraw the items related to the semi-annual street paving petition prioritization; a request from Ms. Graw and Mr. West to withdraw the item relating to the temporary street closing for the Cycling Criterion and a request from Mr. West to withdraw the item relating to Block A8 parking deck bids.  Without objection, those items were withdrawn from the Consent Agenda.  A motion was made by Mr. Scruggs for approval of the recommendations as made by Administration for the remaining items on the consent agenda.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  The items on the Consent Agenda were as follows:

CARALEIGH MILL AND ST. MATTHEW SCHOOL NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATIONS - ACCEPT FINDINGS; AUTHORIZED SIGNATURES

The nominations of Caraleigh Mill and St. Matthew School will add two separate properties to the National Register of Historic Places.  Caraleigh Mill was initiated by the owner; St. Matthew School was initiated by the Wake County Historic Preservation Commission with the support of the owner.

The City of Raleigh is designated as a Certified Local Government (CLG) under the Federal historic preservation program.  The city comments on National Register nominations, and is eligible for a 10% set-aside of federal funds to the state for historic preservation grants.  Both the Raleigh Historic Districts Commission (as the designated preservation commission) and the Mayor (as chief elected official) provide comment.  If no comment is received, approval of the nomination is assumed.

The purpose of the CLG review is to comment on whether the property does or does not meet the criteria for National Register listing.  At it's meeting on January 16, the Districts Commission reviewed the nominations and found that they meet the criteria for listing.

The deadline for city comment is February 8, 2001.  The City’s review options are:


(a)
make no comment, with approval of the nomination thereby assumed;


(b)
find that the property meets the criteria;


(c)
find that the property does not meet the criteria;


(d)
make no finding and provide comment.

Recommendation:  That City Council accepts the Districts Commission finding that the properties meet the criteria for listing, and authorize the Mayor to sign the comment paragraph forms.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Odom - 8 ayes.

FEMA DESIGNATION OF APPLICANT'S AGENT - ACTING CITY MANAGER CARTER DESIGNATED; RESOLUTION ADOPTED

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) requires a designate applicant’s agent to serve as the authorized signatory for each grant.  With the retirement of Mr. Benton, the City of Raleigh needs another person to serve in that capacity.  This person will be authorized to execute all negotiable instruments under the current FEMA contract.

Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution designating Acting City Manager Carolyn Carter as Applicant’s Agent.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Odom - 8 ayes.  See Resolution 883.

REQUEST FOR AUTHORIZATION TO APPLY FOR A VARIANCE FOR FRONT YARD SETBACKS AND A TIME EXTENSION FOR OBTAINING BUILDING PERMITS FOR THE EAST MARTIN STREET DEVELOPMENT - AUTHORIZED SUBMITTAL; APPROVED TIME EXTENSION

On November 21, 2000, Council authorized the sale of 11 City owned lots in the Martin Street development to R. D. Construction, Inc.  Lot sales to the developer will commence upon resolution of the setback issue.

Recommendation:  That City Council authorize the request to apply to the Board of Adjustments for a variance for front yard setbacks from 20 feet to a minimum of 5 feet for porches and 13 feet for the 9 new houses facing East Martin St and from 20 feet to a minimum of 11 feet for porches and 18 feet for the 2 new houses facing South Swain Street.  This variance will allow all the new houses in the development to be built with setbacks, which match the existing adjacent houses in the neighborhood.

Staff also requests a time extension from 6 months to 30 months in which to obtain a building permit for the houses affected by the variance.  The City has a contract with the developer, which allows 36 months to market, build, and sell the 11 new homes in the project area.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Odom - 8 ayes.

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE USE OF THE CITY OF RALEIGH’S POLICE 401(K) SUPPLEMENTAL RETIREMENT PLAN AS A CONDUIT FOR 401 (K) PERSONAL LOAN PAYROLL DEDUCTIONS FOR TOWN OF GARNER EMPLOYEES THAT WILL BE TRANSFERRING TO THE CITY OF RALEIGH - AUTHORIZED USE OF POLICE 401(K) PLAN; RESOLUTION ADOPTED

The City of Raleigh provides a 401(A)/457 Supplemental Retirement Plan in lieu of a 401(K) Supplemental Retirement Plan for its non-law enforcement employees.  Town of Garner employees that will be transferring to the City of Raleigh have had access to a 401(K) Supplemental Retirement Plan.  For this reason, a resolution is required to authorize the City of Raleigh to use its Police 401(K) plan as a conduit for outstanding loan payments by Town of Garner employees transferring to the City of Raleigh.

Recommendation:  Approval of the resolution contained in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Odom - 8 ayes.   See Resolution 859.

RIGHT-OF-WAY DEDICATION - SALISBURY STREET - APPROVED

It is recommended that approximately 500 square feet of additional right-of-way be dedicated at Memorial Auditorium - BTI Performing Arts Center to adjust the East right-of-way line of Salisbury Street for project requirements at the south side of the existing driveway on Salisbury Street.  Map for recording is to be approved by City Engineer.

Recommendation:  Approval.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Odom - 8 ayes.

US 70 COLLECTOR FROM GLENWOOD AVENUE TO EBENEZER CHURCH ROAD (NORTHEAST QUADRANT) – HIGHWAY SEVENTY, LLC - APPROVED AGREEMENT, BUDGET AMENDMENT AND TRANSFER

Council has approved a policy for funding the adopted collector street system along US 70 (Glenwood Avenue).  A proposed agreement to construct a link of this system in the northeast quadrant connecting Ebenezer Church Road and Glenwood Avenue has been developed by the property owner (Highway Seventy, LLC) and reviewed by staff.

The proposed agreement is consistent with the guidelines adopted by City Council and funding is available.

Recommendation:   Approval of the agreement with Highway Seventy, LLC to design and construct the proposed collector and approval of the budget amendment and transfer.

Increase Revenue:

525-8610-51610-001

Developer Participation         $850,000.00

Increase Expenditure:


525-8610-79202-976

Construction

            $788,000.00

25-8610-79290-976

Construction Misc
                62,000.00









$850,000.00

Transferred From:

525-8418-79001-975

Capital Reserve

$692,000.00

Transferred To:

525-8610-79202-976

Construction


$630,000.00

525-8610-79290-976

Construction Misc

    62,000.00









$692,000.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Odom - 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 930 TF 36.

WATER AND SEWER SYSTEM MERGER REQUEST - TOWN OF ROLESVILLE - PROCEED WITH MERGER REQUEST

The Town of Rolesville has requested that the City of Raleigh consider the merger of their water and sanitary sewer system with the City of Raleigh’s utility system.  Rolesville is currently a City sanitary sewer customer but not a City water customer.  Rolesville is one of the eastern Wake County towns that Council has previously indicated the City would consider for water and sanitary sewer merger with the City’s water and sewer system.

Recommendation:  That Council authorizes the City staff to proceed with review of the Town of Rolesville water and sewer merger request and to report back to Council the results of the evaluation.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Odom - 8 ayes.

PARADE ROUTE - ST. PATRICK'S DAY CELEBRATION - APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

Frank Mellage, representing the St. Patrick's Day Celebration Committee, requests permission to hold the annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade and Celebration Festivities on Saturday, March 17, 2001 from 11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Odom - 8 ayes.

CP-8-01 - NORTHEAST REGIONAL CENTER STORM WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN - AUTHORIZED PUBLIC HEARING

A regional stormwater management plan has been prepared to identify options to the State's Neuse River Basin Stormwater Compliance Regulations.  The regional stormwater study was authorized by City Council through a joint participation program with the cost of the study being split 50/50 between the City and the private sector.

An alternative approach to meeting the Neuse Basin regulations is presented in the plan using a series of coordinated regional ponds within the NERC drainage basin to reduce nitrogen loads rather than depending on controls site by site.

Recommendation:   That a public hearing be authorized to consider adoption of the Northeast Regional Center Stormwater Management Plan as an amendment to the Comprehensive Plan.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Odom - 8 ayes.

SIDEWALK PETITION - SAWYER COURT - AUTHORIZED PUBLIC HEARING; RESOLUTION ADOPTED

A sidewalk petition was received and signed by a majority of property owners on Sawyer Court from McMakin Street along Sawyer Court to the beginning of cul-de-sac.  The petition has been reviewed and meets both code and sufficiency requirements. Assessments will apply at the current rate of $5 per front foot.

Recommendation:   Adopt a Resolution-of-Intent to schedule a public hearing for Tuesday, March 6, 2001, to consider the improvements.   Upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Odom - 8 ayes.  See Resolution 860.

WAKEFIELD/WAKE FOREST AGREEMENT - AUTHORIZED PUBLIC HEARING

Staff has met with representatives of the Wakefield Development and the Town of Wake Forest to attempt to resolve conflicts arising from the location of the Town's waste treatment facilities, past annexation patterns of the Town, and the efficient service to the Wakefield development.  All parties appear to be in agreement on possible solutions to the conflicts, but the execution of these agreements will require an amendment to the Raleigh - Wake Forest Annexation agreement that was signed several years ago. This requires a public hearing by each governing body prior to the modification of the agreement.

Recommendation:  Authorize a public hearing to amend the Raleigh – Wake Forest annexation agreement to be held at the Tuesday, February 20, 2001, City Council meeting.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Odom - 8 ayes.

GRANT AWARD - GREENSKILLS - NC DOT GRANT - APPROVED BUDGET AMENDMENT

The City of Raleigh Parks and Recreation Department is requesting authorization to continue work with the North Carolina Department of Transportation in a youth program entitled Project Greenskills, using federal TEA-21 funds.  A grant has been awarded in the amount of $150,000 to run the project until the year 2003.  Parks and Recreation will receive the third installment of this grant in the fiscal year 2000-2001 in the amount of $25,000.  This funding will cover costs associated with salaries and operating supplies needed to support the project.

The project will offer the participants, youth between the ages of 16 and 19, actual work experience in a positive learning environment.

Recommendation:  Approve the necessary budget amendment to set the appropriate revenue and expenditure accounts for this project.

The following accounts should be increased by:

Revenue Account:

810-7310-51317-990

State Grant – Greenskills
$25,000.00

Expense Account:

810-7310-60011-990

Part-time Salaries

$21,180.00

810-7310-62005-990

Social Security

    1,313.00

810-7310-62006-990

Medicare


       307.00

810-7310-70101-990

Op & Maint Supplies

    1,500.00

810-7310-71202-990

Org Dev & Training

       700.00








$25,000.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Odom - 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 930 TF 36.

CONSULTANT SERVICES - GARNER INFLOW AND INFILTRATION EVALUATION PROJECT - AUTHORIZED NEGOTIATIONS

Proposals were received for the Garner Inflow and Infiltration Evaluation, which was approved as part of the Garner merger package.  The three top firms are listed in ranking order:


Hazen and Sawyer


CH2Mhill


Stearns and Wheeler

Recommendation:  That Administration be authorized to negotiate a fee and contract with Hazen and Sawyer for the Garner Inflow and Infiltration Evaluation Project.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Odom - 8 ayes.

BTI PERFORMING ARTS CENTER PHASE 4 - AMENDMENT #1 - BRIAN SHAWCROFT - APPROVED AMENDMENT AND TRANSFER

The City currently has an agreement with Brian Shawcroft, AIA, for the BTI Performing Arts Center Phase 4, Kennedy Theatre for $42,000.  Amendment #1 of $4,000 is for revisions to the plans for phasing, re-bidding and site improvements.  

Recommendation:  That Council approve Amendment #1 and the associated transfer.

Transferred From:

646-8422-79499-975


Other Project Cost
$4,000.00

Transferred To:

646-8422-79201-979


Design Contract
$4,000.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Odom - 8 ayes.

US 70/EBENEZER CHURCH ROAD IMPROVEMENTS - CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT - APPROVED AGREEMENT; BUDGET AMENDMENT AND TRANSFER

The City currently has a design services agreement with Spaulding & Norris, PA for the US 70 / Ebenezer Church Road improvement.  A supplemental agreement, in the amount of $46,800, has been developed for providing the construction survey and contract management services and will extend the contract amount to $67,800.  Under the US 70 collector agreement with Bobby L. and Jacqueline D. Murray, 50% of the design and construction management services will be shared through private funding.

Recommendation:  Approval of Construction Management Agreement and budget amendment and transfer.

Increase Revenue:

525-8610-51610-000

Developer Participation
$23,400.00

Increase Expense:

525-8610-79201-975

Design



$23,400.00

Transferred From:

525-8418-79305-975

Consultant Reimbursement
$23,400.00

Transferred To:

525-8610-79201-975

Design



$23,400.00
Upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Odom - 8 ayes.  See Odinance 930 TF 36.

REPLACEMENT OF LOWER PIGEON HOUSE CREEK TRUNK SEWER PROJECT – AMENDMENT #1 -APPROVED AMENDMENT AND BUDGETARY TRANSFER

The City currently has an agreement with Tate Lanning and Associates for the design of a replacement sewer trunk main along Lower Pigeon House Creek.  Amendment #1 in the amount of $22,600 is for environmental evaluation of affected properties.

Recommendation:  That Council approve Amendment #1 and the budgetary transfer.

Transferred From:

41-8011-79001-975


Annexation Sewer

$22,600.00

Transferred To:

341-8484-79201-976


Various Sewer Mains

$22,600.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Odom - 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 930 TF 36.

SUPPLEMENTAL AGREEMENT NO. 1 - DURANT ROAD WIDENING - SUPPLEMENTAL AGREEMENT #1 - APPROVAL

The City currently has an agreement with URS Greiner Inc. for the design of Durant Road Widening between Falls of Neuse Road and Capital Boulevard.  Supplemental Agreement No. 1, in the amount not to exceed $188,000, is for providing construction inspection and contract administration services on the project.

Recommendation:  Approval of Supplemental Agreement No. 1.  Funding is in place.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Odom - 8 ayes.

PUBLIC UTILITIES - POSITION CLASSIFICATIONS - APPROVED

Due to the pending utilities merger with the Town of Garner scheduled to be effective March 1, 2001, it is necessary to incorporate the 32 positions currently held by the Garner utility employees into the City of Raleigh pay grade schedule.

Recommendation:  That Council approve classification of these positions.

PUBLIC UTILITIES - POSITION RECLASSIFICATIONS – APPROVED

Public Utilities currently have two vacant Laborer II positions (5260-614, #003614 and 5260-614, #003891), pay grade 21, in the Maintenance Division.  Due to the nature of after hours coverage, it is requested that these two positions be reclassified to Water/Sewer Supervisors I, pay grade 29.

Recommendation:  That Council approve reclassification of these positions.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Odom - 8 ayes.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Odom - 8 ayes.

ENCROACHMENT REQUEST - 1 SOUTH WILMINGTON STREET - APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

A request has been received from the North Carolina Department of Transportation to encroach on City right-of-way for the purpose of installing handrails.

Recommendation:  That Council approve the encroachment subject to the conditions as set forth in the administrative report.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Odom - 8 ayes.

BUDGET AMENDMENT - VARIOUS - ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented the following recommended Budget Amendments.

Parks and Recreation - $3,000 - to increase revenues and expenditures to accommodate greater interest in events and offering.

Parks and Recreation - $15,000 - to increase revenue and expenditures to accommodate the purchase of youth athletic uniforms.

Parks and Recreation - $93,360 - to develop a budget for non-shared revenues and expenditures for the Council approved Pony National Softball Tournament to be held in Raleigh and Cary August 5-12, 2001.

Parks and Recreation - $138,915 - to develop a budget for shared revenues and expenses for the Council approved Pony National Softball Tournament to be held in Raleigh and Cary August 5-12, 2001.

Police - $136,935 - to accept and budget a grant from USDOJ.  This is a COPS MORE 2000 award.  The grant is awarded in order to provide for five civilian staff positions that will result in the redeployment of 4.1 sworn police officers.  The City matching funds are available in accounts 100-4010-72502-361 ($22,608) and 100-4010-70202-361 ($22,626).

Public Utilities - $60,000 - to provide funds for telephone account for the remainder of this fiscal year.

Public Utilities - $100,000 - to cover repair cost for remainder of this fiscal year.

Recommendation:  Approve budget amendments as outlined.  See Ordinance 930 TF 36..

REIMBURSEMENT CONTRACTS - VARIOUS -APPROVED

The agenda presented the following reimbursement contracts.

	-
	2001 - #2 Thoroughfare Facility Fee

Creedmoor Partners, LLC/

Traemoor Subdivision

Priority II Project

Total Reimbursement $3,787.11

	-
	Water Area 92 Contract #29

Robert C. Rhein Interest

Construction of 12 inch water main

Total Reimbursement 74,844.00

	-
	Water Area 92 Contract #30

Robert C. Rhein Interest

Construction of 12 inch water main

Total Reimbursement 68,211.00

	-
	Water Area 93 Contract #7

Robert C. Rhein Interest

Construction of 12 inch water main

Total Reimbursement 20,592.00


Recommendation:  Council approval and authority for the City Manager’s authorization. Upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Odom - 8 ayes.

ROCHESTER HEIGHTS SUBDIVISION CHANNEL IMPROVEMENTS - PW 1999-19 - CHANGE ORDER #1 AND FINAL - MAINLINE CONTRACTING, INC.

This change order is for a decrease of $11,212.95.

Reason:

Adjustment of quantities to finalize the contract and deduction of items necessary in completing the project.

History:

Original contract amount 

$479,747.48

New contract amount 


$468,534.53

Recommendation:  Approval of the change order.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Odom - 8 ayes.

SANITARY SEWER REHABILITATION PHASE II PROJECT – CHANGE ORDER #1 AND FINAL – ADVANCED UNDERGROUND IMAGING, INC.

This change order is for a net decrease of $13,523.91.

Reason:

For final adjustment to quantities and additional contract time of 118 calendar days.

History:

Original contract amount


$646,794.00

New contract amount



$633,270.09

Budgetary Accounts to be Amended:

Budgetary accounts to be handled administratively.

Recommendation:  Approval of Change Order and Administrative Transfer.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Odom - 8 ayes.

MINOR WATER & SEWER SERVICE INSTALLATION PROJECT – CHANGE ORDER #1 – J.F. WILKERSON CONTRACTING CO., INC.

This change order is for a net increase of $74,760.

Reason:

For water and sewer service renewals not included in the original contract.

History:

Original contract amount


$429,161.00

New contract amount



$503,921.00

Budgetary Accounts to be Amended:

Budgetary accounts to be handled administratively

Recommendation:  Approval of Change Order and Administrative Transfer.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Odom - 8 ayes.

TRANSFERS - VARIOUS - ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda recommended transfers in the departments of Central Engineering, Parks and Recreation, Public Utilities and Solid Waste Services.  The agenda outlined codes involved and the reasons for the recommended transfers.

Recommendation:  Approval of transfers as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Odom - 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 930 TF 36.

BID - DURANT ROAD CONSTRUCTION PROJECT - BID AWARDED TO REA CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

Bids were received and publicly opened on January 23, 2001 at 2:00 p.m. in Room 303 at 222 West Hargett Street for the Durant Road widening project.  Rea Construction Company submitted the low bid in the amount of $4,900,383.88.  The MWBE participation is 34.84% of the total contract amount.

REA Construction - 

$4,900,383.88

Blythe Development -

$5,292,666.93

Blythe Construction -

$5,419,234.38

S. T. Wooten - 

$5,689,464.43

Recommendation:  Approve the low bid of Rea Construction Company.  Funding is in place.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Odom - 8 ayes.

BID - CONTRACT TO PROCESS RECYCLABLES - BID AWARDED TO PAPER STOCK DEALERS, INC. -

The City desires to contract with Paper Stock Dealers to process recyclables for a period of five years beginning July 1, 2001 and terminating June 30, 2006.  Proposals were solicited and the following proposals were received and publicly opened on November 7, 2000 at 2:00 p.m. in Room 305 at 222 W. Hargett Street as follows:


Fixed Price/Ton
Revenue Sharing

Tidewater Fibre
$  5.00
50% of amt. Over weighted avg. of $70/ton


Paper Stock Dealers
$22.00
60% of amt. Over weighted avg. of $50/ton

Recommendation:  That Council authorize the City to contract with Paper Stock Dealers according to the rates described above for a period of five years beginning July 1, 2001 through June 30, 2006.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Odom - 8 ayes.

BID - STRICKLAND ROAD WIDENING PROJECT (PW2000-24) - BID AWARDED TO BLYTHE DEVELOPMENT COMPANY

Bids were received and publicly opened on January 17, 2001, at 2:00 p.m. in Room 609 at 222 W. Hargett Street for construction of the Strickland Road Widening East project, PW 2000-24, with Blythe Development Company submitting the low bid of $2,579,135.25.

MWBE participation is 15.23%.

Blythe Development

$2,579,135.25

Barnhill Contracting

$2,617,635.50

REA Construction

$2,647,077.00

Blythe Construction

$2,820,159.00

S. T. Wooten


$3,055,825.40

Jones Bros.


$3,154,016.47

C. C. Mangum


$3,894,323.00

Recommendation:  That Council approve the low bid of Blythe Development Company in the amount of $2,579,135.25 and authorize the appropriate transfers to establish funding.

Transferred From:

531-8636-79001-975
Strickland Rd –Res
$2,914,135.25

Transferred To:

531-8636-79102-976

Strickland Rd East – R/W
$    85,000.00

531-531-8636-79214-976
Strickland Rd East – Elect
     200,000.00

531-8636-79290-976

Strickland Rd East – Misc
       50,000.00









$2,914,135.25

Upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Odom - 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 930 TF 36.

BID - SUMNER BOULEVARD EAST PROJECT (PW 2000-22) - BID AWARDED TO BARNHILL CONTRACTING COMPANY

Bids were received and publicly opened on January 10, 2001, at 2:00 p.m. in Room 609 at 222 W. Hargett Street for construction of the Sumner Boulevard East project, PW 2000-22, with Barnhill Contracting Company submitting the low bid of $298,187.61. 

MWBE participation is 7.3%.

Barnhill Contracting

$298,187.61

Mecklenburg Utilities

$312,749.00

S. T. Wooten


$337,472.11

Narron Construction

$363,679.23

Rifenburg Construction
$380,562.63

Blythe Construction

$390,216.50

Pacos Construction

$404,923.75

Blythe Development

$461,531.25

Recommendation:  That Council approve the low bid of Barnhill Contracting Company in the amount of $298,187.61.  Funds are being transferred administratively.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Odom - 8 ayes.

BID - US 70/EBENEZER CHURCH ROAD CONSTRUCTION PROJECT – BID AWARDED TO BLYTHE CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

Bids were received on October 23, 2000 and publicly opened at 2:00 p.m. in Room 609 at 222 W. Hargett Street for constructing Ebenezer Church Road to Glenwood Avenue improvement.  Blythe Construction Company submitted the low bid in the amount of $621,745.25.  The MWBE participation is 16.02% of the total contract amount.  This is a US 70 collector project through an agreement with Bobby L. and Jacqueline D. Murray and the private share of the funding has been secured through a letter of credit.

Blythe Construction


$621,745.25

Mecklenburg Construction

$630,347.00

Barnhill Contracting


$639,177.20

Jones Brothers, Inc.


$647,049.00

Blythe Development


$669,906.50

Triangle Grading & Paving

$675,521.60

Rifenburg Construction

$693,957.00

S. T. Wooten



$721,211.25

Faulconer



$726,600.00

C. C. Mangum



$780,496.00

Recommendation:  Approve the low bid of Blythe Construction Company and appropriate budget amendments and transfers.

Increase Revenue:

525-8610-51610-000

Developer Participation
$283,233.03

525-0000-53299-000

Appropriation Prior Year
   $37,207.21








$320,440.24

Increase Expense:

525-8610-79202-975

Construction


$320,440.24

Transferred From:

525-8418-79305-975

Consultant Reimbursement
$25,305.01

Transferred To:

525-8610-79202-975

Construction


$25,305.01

Upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Odom - 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 930 TF 36

PUBLIC UTILITIES - WYCLIFF ROAD SEWER MAIN REPLACEMENT AND VARIOUS WATER AND SEWER MAINS PROJECT - REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Bids were received on December 28, 2000, on the Wycliff Road Sewer Main Replacement and Various Water and Sewer Mains Project.  Due to errors in the bid documents and upon advice of the City Attorney, it is recommended that Council reject all bids and that staff and the consulting engineer rebid this project with a recommended award to be brought back to Council at a later date.

Recommendation:  That Council reject all bids and that staff and the consulting engineer rebid this project with a recommended award to be brought back to Council at a later date.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Odom - 8 ayes.

TRAFFIC - VARIOUS CHANGES - ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented recommended changes in the traffic code relating to a "no parking" zone on Clarendon Crescent, truck loading zone removals at Hillsborough Street and Morgan Street, "no parking" zone removal on Suburban Drive and a "no parking" zone on St. Mary's Street.

Recommendation:  Approval of the changes as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Odom - 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 931.

THIS IS THE END OF THE CONSENT AGENDA

MUNICIPAL AGREEMENT – EDWARDS MILL ROAD SIDEWALKS AND GREENWAY PEDESTRIAN UNDERPASS - EXECUTE AGREEMENT; APPROPRIATE FUNDING

The North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) has developed an agreement to construct sidewalks along both sides of Edward Mill Road between Wade Avenue and Duraleigh Road as part of their construction project (State Project U-2582B) and to construct a pedestrian culvert.  The project is scheduled to start this year and will be completed in FY 2002-03.  The estimated cost of the City share is $52,164 for sidewalks and $30,000 for lighting for the pedestrian culvert.  If approved, the City’s share of funding will be included in the proposed FY 2001-02 Capital Improvements Program.

Recommendation:  Approval for the City Manager to execute the agreement and Council approval to appropriate funding in the FY 2001-02 Capital Improvement Program to provide for the City share of the costs in FY 2002-03.

Responding to questioning by the Mayor, Ms. Carter indicated the Municipal Agreement calls for the City of Raleigh to participate in funding one-half the cost to construct sidewalks from Duraleigh Road to a point approximately 500 feet south of Reedy-Creek Road.

A motion was by Mayor Coble to approve this request.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Shanahan and put to a roll call vote that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

PETITION ANNEXATIONS - VARIOUS - PUBLIC HEARING SET

	Area Name Contiguous
	Petitioner
	Acres
	Proposed Use

	Wynslow Park
	Stephen F. Kenney, Wynslow Park Holdings, LLC
	22.31
	Residential

	Hadleigh Subdivision
	Tim Alls, Michael Stephenson, Jeff Mayone, MKVK Development, LLC 
	8.11
	Residential

	Hedingham-Skycrest R-O-W; Greenway 
	Fred Smith, FSA Development Company
	35.80
	R-O-W/Greenway


	Satellite Petitions
	
	
	

	Pearl Ridge Subdivision
	Henry J. Morris, Wilco Properties, Inc.,& John R. Lancaster, Rock Quarry Associates, LLC
	38.4
	Residential

	Abbington Ridge Subdivision
	John R. Lancaster, Rock Quarry Associates, LLC 
	86.33
	Residential


Recommendation:   That these annexation petitions be acknowledged and that Council request the City Clerk to check their sufficiency pursuant to State statutes and if found sufficient, advertise for public hearings on Tuesday, March 6, 2001.

Mr. Odom indicated he withdrew this request from the consent agenda to add an item that was raised at an earlier Council meeting for a property located on Forestville Road.  He indicated a letter was sent to the Wake County regarding the annexation of this property but no recommendation was received.  He indicated the petitioners have continued to petition for annexation of this piece of property and the only negative he sees is the sewer makeup may have to go through property not located in Raleigh's ETJ and understands a 60-day notice to the town of Rolesville will be necessary prior to public hearing.

The were no objections to Mr. Odom's request.

A motion was made by Mr. Odom to approve this item as amended to include the Forestville Road site.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Coble and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

POLE BANNER REQUEST – NORTH CAROLINA MUSEUM OF ART - APPROVED

This is a request for new pole banner locations on Blue Ridge Road between Hillsborough Street and Edward Mills Road. This request is made by the North Carolina Museum of Art. The Museum is aware that they will be responsible for purchasing the new brackets and hanging the banners. New locations require the approval of the City Council.

Recommendation:

Approval.

Mr. Shanahan indicated he withdrew this item from the Consent Agenda based on discussions that took place earlier regarding the installation of the pole and brackets.  He would like this request conditioned that the placement of the brackets would be subject to use by other folks.  There were no objections to his request.

A motion was made by Mr. Shanahan to approve this request as amended.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

SEMI-ANNUAL STREET PAVING PETITION PRIORITIZATION - RESOLUTION ADOPTED FOR COOKE STREET, TRANSYLVANIA AVENUE AND MAYFLOWER DRIVE, SETTING PUBLIC HEARING; PROSPECT, FULLER AND MORING STREETS TO BE SPECIAL ITEM NEXT AGENDA

Semi-annual street paving reviews have been conducted, and based on prioritization guidelines, listed below are 3 petition projects that have been signed by a majority of property owners and are ready for Council consideration:


STREET







ESTIMATED COST

Transylvania Avenue from Forsyth Street to Granville Drive.

$250,800


Requesting 26’ back-to-back (curb/gutter) street.


Assessment Rate: $28/Ft. residential

Mayflower Drive from Capital Blvd to Pine Knoll Drive.


$  64,550


Requesting ½ of a 41’ back to back (curb/gutter) street to 


tie into existing ½ of 41’ curb/gutter street.


Assessment Rate: $56/Ft. Non-residential

Cooke Street from E. Edenton Street to New Bern Avenue. 

$50,600


Non-residential street requires 41’ back-to-back  (curb/gutter)


street with sidewalk on one side. Petition is requesting 21’ B-B


(curb/gutter) street with no sidewalk. Assessment Rate: $56/Ft


Assessments are recommended at the applicable rates.

At the February 2000 prioritization, Administration recommended denial of the Cooke Street petition because it is a non-residential street and is not eligible for the residential variances in City Code, Section 6-2015.  The petition is requesting a variance to be relieved of the required 41’ back-to-back (curb/gutter) street and be allowed to construct a 21’ curb/gutter street. There are existing buildings with only 39 feet between them, which would restrict the required street width.  At the March 7, 2000, public hearing, Council reviewed the right-of-way issues and approved deferral of the paving. 

On March 7, 2000, Council also deferred consideration of improvements to Prospect Street, Fuller Street, and Moring Street, since a subdivision plan (S-51-00) that was under review would be required by the City’s standard development requirements to construct the street along a majority of property fronting Prospect Street. Planning Department staff recently indicated that the plans are no longer being pursued by the developer due to the street improvement requirement. Improvements to these 3 streets are estimated to cost $369,000 (1999 estimate), based on the feasibility report by Ramey Kemp & Associates, included in the agenda packet. The current estimate for right-of-way and construction is $406,000. 

Projects approved on March 7, 2000 with funding effective July 1, 2000, totaled $713,290, and the one project approved on August 1, 2000, totaled $101,640; therefore, estimated funding available for this prioritization is $1,085,070.

Recommendation:  Adopt a Resolution-of-Intent to schedule a public hearing for Tuesday, March 6, 2001, for approval of Transylvania Avenue and Mayflower Drive from available funding. Regarding the Cooke Street petition, it requested that Council consider either denial of the petition or that staff be directed to consider paving options beyond the City Code. Further, consideration should be given to the cost/benefits for improvements to Prospect, Fuller and Moring Streets.

Mr. West indicated he withdrew this item from the consent agenda as the issue of the Cooke Street improvements have been around for a considerable amount of time and moved to approve a variance to the required improvements to Cooke Street to construct a 21-foot back-to-back street with curb and gutter, at the assessment rate of $56.00 per foot and setting a public hearing.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Coble.

Ms. Graw indicated she would like to recommend that the item referring to Prospect, Fuller and Moring Street be sent to Public Works Committee to further look at the cost and benefits provided by improving the streets.  Mr. Kirkman indicated he was hoping someone would catch that.  These items were previously in the Public Works Committee and subsequently the Committee recommended to proceed with construction of these streets.  He indicated they currently have a pending development that is awaiting their decision.  The owner of the property has already paid fees on Moring Street and is currently waiting for a decision on Prospect.

Mr. Odom questioned why should these items be held in Committee with Mayor Coble indicating it may be appropriate to ask staff to provide the Council with a map, cost and a narrative on the improvements of these streets and bring this back on the next Council agenda.  He indicated he would support approval of the improvements to Transylvania, Mayflower and Cooke Street.

Mr. Kirkman indicated if any of the members of Council are interested in seeing this area he will be available to give them a personal tour.

A motion was made by Mr. West to approve Transylvania Avenue and Mayflower Drive.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Coble and put to a vote that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

A vote was taken on the motion to approve Cooke Street that resulted in a roll call vote with all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

TEMPORARY STREET CLOSING - CYCLING CRITERIUM - APPROVED

Chuck Hobgood of North Carolina Amateur Sports requests permission to close several streets in Downtown Raleigh to facilitate the Cycling Criterium for the 2001 North Carolina State Games on Sunday, June 24, 2001 from 7:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m.  The requested route is the same as was utilized for the 2000 Games.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.

Ms. Graw indicated she withdrew this item from the Consent Agenda due to earlier concerns over the last cycling event that was expressed by neighbors and churches in the area.  The Marathon took place on Sunday and there was a conflict with church traffic.  Ms. Graw pointed out she saw no detail on the scheduling of this and questioned whether there was any information available as to the potential conflicts.  Ms. Carter indicated she understands they are working with the North Carolina Amateur sports as well as the Police Department and understands that no churches are affected by this race, and no complaints were received from last year.  She added the timing of the race does not conflict with church hours.

Ms. Graw indicated she was satisfied with the event and made a motion to approve this request as presented.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and put to a roll call vote that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

BID - BLOCK A8 PARKING DECK - BID AWARDED TO D. H. GRIFFIN, GENERAL CONTRACTOR;  ANECO ELECTRICAL - ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR; AND A. J. PLUMING AND HEATING - MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR

Bids were received on January 30, 2001, for construction of the Block A8 Parking Deck with low bids submitted as follows:


General Contractor – D. H. Griffin

$3,998.000.00


Electrical – Aneco Electrical


$414,800.00


Mechanical – A. J. Plumbing & Heating
$239,442.00

MWBE participation is 1.1%.

General

J.M. Thompson
$4,260,000.00

Barnhill 

$5,125,000.00

Clancy & Theys
$4,397,000.00

D. H. Griffin

$3,998,000.00

Mechanical

A. J. Plumbing & Heat
$239,442.00

Acorn Industrial

$264,000.00

Electrical

Aneco



$414,800.00

MC Electric


$544,400.00

Recommendation:  Approval of the low bids above including Alternates 3a, 4, 5a, 5b, 5c, 5d, 6a, 6b, 6c, 6d, 9, 10, & 11, for a total amount of $4,081,342 and the following budgetary transfer.

Transferred From:

446-8864-79001-975

South St Parking Deck
$3,881,342.00

710-8050-79001-975

Downtown Streetscape
     200,000.00









$4,081,342.00

Transferred To:

446-8864-79202-975

South St Deck Gen Const
$3,427,100.00

446-8864-79203-975

South St Deck Electrical
     414,800.00

446-8864-79204-975

South St Deck Mechanical
     239,442.00




$4,081,342.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Odom - 8 ayes.

Mr. West indicated he withdrew this item from the Consent Agenda and he had questions regarding the minority business percentages.  He indicated that minority participation in this project is 1.1 percent and feels the City tried to achieve a higher minority rating and good faith and he is satisfied with the results.

Mr. Odom indicated that it is typical for the City to try to get to 15% and questioned the second highest bid or rate.  Ms. Carter indicated she did not have that information at this time.  Mr. Odom stated, even if the second bidder cost a little more would it be appropriate to go with the one with the higher participation rate.  Mr. Congleton indicated he does not believe the general statutes would allow the city to do that.  Mr. McCormick indicated Mr. Congleton was correct but if the Council has reason to believe the low bidder did not make a conscientious effort then they can go with the second highest bidder.

Mayor Coble pointed out that there are still situations where the MWBE participation is 100% and the City has certainly obtained the goal and tries to reach that every year.  He would urge caution to reject bids based solely on that figure.

Mr. Odom indicated he would like to ask for that information in the future as it pertains to bids.  Mr. West pointed out that staff did not get that information in this case.

A motion was made by Mr. Odom to approve this request as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Coble and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA - APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Coble presented the Planning Commission Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion.  If a Councilor requests discussion on an item the item will be removed from the consent agenda and considered separately.  Mayor Coble indicated he had received the following request to withdraw items from the Planning Commission Consent Agenda.  Z-100-00 (Congleton) Z-108-00 (Congleton).  Without objections, those items were withdrawn from the Planning Commission Consent Agenda.  Mr. Scruggs moved the remaining items on the Planning Commission consent agenda be upheld as recommended.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Coble and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  The items on the Planning Commission Consent Agenda were as follows.

REZONING Z-3-01 - CAPITAL BOULEVARD AND HUNTLEIGH DRIVE - ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This request is to rezone approximately 1.189 acres, currently zoned Industrial-1.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Shopping Center.

CR-10188 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved.  Upheld on Planning Commission's Consent Agenda Scruggs/Coble - 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 932 ZC 493.

REZONING Z-4-01 - IDLEWOOD VILLAGE DRIVE - ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This request is to rezone approximately 85.2 acres, currently zoned Town of Garner Residential-20.  The proposal is to rezone the property to City of Raleigh Residential-4 General Use and to incorporate these 85 acres within the Official ETJ Map of the City of Raleigh.

Since this area has been within Garner’s jurisdiction, it is not covered by Raleigh’s Comprehensive Plan.  A plan amendment is necessary to include these tracts as a low density suburban residential area within the Raleigh Comprehensive Plan (CP-1-01).

CR-10189 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved, that the Official ETJ Map of the City of Raleigh be amended to include these 85.2 acres, and that the Comprehensive Plan is amended to include this area, designating it within the adjacent low density suburban residential area.  Planning Commission Consent Agenda Scruggs/Coble - 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 932 ZC 493.

REZONING Z-6-01 - GRESHAM LAKE ROAD - ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This request is to rezone approximately 7.5 acres, currently zoned Rural Residential.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Residential-10 Conditional Use.  The Special Highway Overlay District-2 will remain unchanged.

CR-10190 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated January 23, 2001.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Coble - 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 932 ZC 493.

REZONING Z-11-01 - GLOBE ROAD - ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This request is to rezone approximately 28.88 acres, currently zoned Residential-4.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Thoroughfare District Conditional Use.  The Special Highway Overlay District-2 is to remain unchanged where existing.

CR-10191 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated December 12, 2000.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Coble - 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 932 ZC 493.

REZONING Z-20-01 - SOUTH SAUNDERS STREET AND ILLEAGNES ROAD - DENIED

This request is to rezone approximately 1.14 acres, currently zoned Residential-10.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Neighborhood Business Conditional Use (0.165 acre) and Conservation Management (0.975 acre).

CR-10192 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be denied.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Coble - 8 ayes.

REZONING Z-21-01 - GARNER ROAD - DENIED

This request is to rezone approximately 3.44 acres, currently zoned Residential-6  (0.46 acre) & Residential-10 (2.98 acres).  The proposal is to rezone the property to Industrial-1 Conditional Use.

Approval of the proposed rezoning would require an amendment to the Cross Link Road Small Area Plan that would change the land use designation of this site from medium density residential to mixed-use office / industrial (CP-6-01).

CR-10193 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be denied.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Coble - 8 ayes.

REZONING Z-19-01 - KIRKLAND ROAD - ORDINANCE ADOPTED; COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDED

This request is to rezone approximately 1.05 acres, currently zoned Residential-4.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Industrial-1 Conditional Use.  The Special Highway Overlay District-2 would remain unchanged.

An amendment to the Comprehensive Plan should be considered to bring this existing Industrial area within the US 70 South/Hammond Road Employment Area (CP-5-01).

CR-10198 from the Planning commission recommends that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated January 11, 2001, and that the Comprehensive Plan be amended to bring the existing Industrial area within the US 70 South/Hammond Road Employment Area.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Coble - 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 932 ZC 493.

TC-7-00 ELEVATED WATER TANKS - ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This request is to amend the standards for Elevated Water Tanks to allow an exception to the normal height requirements.

CR-10194 from the Planning Commission recommends that this text change be approved as amended.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Coble - 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 933 TC 201.

TC-2-01 - RESIDENTIAL WITHIN SHOPPING AREAS - ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This request is to amend the Zoning Code to permit residential structures to locate on the same lot as nonresidential structures within shopping areas and shopping centers.

CR-10195 from the Planning Commission recommends that this text change be approved as revised.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Scruggs/Coble - 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 934 TC 202.

THIS IS THE END OF THE CONSENT AGENDA

Z-100-00 – LEESVILLE ROAD CONDITIONAL USE - ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This request is to rezone approximately 16.72 acres, currently zoned Residential-4.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Residential-10 Conditional Use.

CR-10183 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved in accordance with revised conditions dated January 9, 2001.

Mr. Congleton indicated he withdrew this item from the Consent agenda as there is another storm water item on Leesville Road currently in the Public Works Committee that is being considered and the Committee has been working diligently to resolve these problems.  He questioned could staff address the storm water problems they are currently experiencing from this tract.  He feels there may be some implications on the agreement and questioned will they add to that.

Ms. Carter indicated she has not had a chance to see how the storm water studies will relate to this case.

Planning Director Chapman indicated the case is conditioned with CR-7107.  They were under the assumption that the earlier study assumed the rate of existing runoff.

Mr. Congleton suggested this item be held to the end of the agenda for staff to check the proximity of this request as it does concern him.  CR7107 is only a base line requirement and if Council can condition something on this site to improve the conditions downstream; he feels they are making a step forward.

(This item was considered later in the agenda.)

REZONING Z-108-00 – POOLE ROAD ORDINANCE ADOPTED; COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDED

This request is to rezone approximately .93 acre, currently zoned Residential-4.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Neighborhood Business Conditional Use.  If this rezoning is approved, an amendment to the Comprehensive Plan should be considered which would designate this property as part of the Residential Retail area.  A policy boundary line should also be designated to limit the size of the Residential Retail area to this tract and the adjacent, existing Neighborhood Business zonings.  This would result in 2.51 acres of retail zoning at this location.  The Comprehensive Plan guideline for such designations is 2.5 acres.

CR-10187 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved in accordance with the revised conditions dated January 24, 2001, and that the Comprehensive Plan be amended to designate this property as part of a Residential Retail area.  A policy boundary line should also be designated to limit the size of the Residential Retail area to this tract and the adjacent, existing Neighborhood Business zonings.

Mr. Congleton indicated he withdrew this item from the consent agenda as he feels it sets a bad precedent.

A motion was made by Mr. Odom to approve this request as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Shanahan and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative with the exemption of Mr. Congleton and Mr. Kirkman.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Ordinance 932 ZC 493.

Z-17-01 -GORMAN STREET - DENIED

This request is to rezone approximately .687acre, currently zoned Residenial-10.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Residential-20 Conditional Use.

CR-10196 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be denied.  A motion was made by Mr. Congleton to uphold the recommendation of the Planning Commission.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Shanahan and put to a vote that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

Z-18-01 – NAZARETH STREET - APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS
This request is to rezone approximately .48 acre, currently zoned Residential-20.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Industrial-2 Conditional Use. 

CR-10197 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated December 13, 2000.  A motion was made by Mr. Congleton to uphold the recommendation of the Planning Commission for approval.

Ms. Graw indicated that she feels this rezoning request would introduce industrial uses into a residential area.  Mr. Hunt, Chairman of the Raleigh Planning Commission, indicated he personally agrees with that concern.  He felt that the results of this rezoning would be to impose industrial into a residential area and could ultimately begin to see mixed use in this area.  He indicated the Planning Commission approved this request by 6 to 3 vote.

Ms. Graw pointed out in regard to the larger picture by inserting industrial uses into this area she questioned what kind of message does that send to the community.  A more appropriate use may be perhaps a mini storage unit.

Mayor Coble questioned whether there was any information on the other residential pieces with Mr. Hunt pointing out there were lots of different owners of the property.  If the whole string of property came in at one time, he felt it would have had been a different outcome.

Mr. Kirkman pointed out when the previous case was talked about he heard from the Narzareth community, but he has not had anyone tell him of a problem that this may result in, but has said that WRAL was as good a neighbor as you could hope for.

Mayor Coble pointed out that several pieces of land are going to be owned by the WRAL expansion effort.  Mr. Hunt added he felt some concern regarding this case because there was no delineation of where the expansion is going to stop.  Mr. Odom pointed out there is office and institutional uses across the street and 20 years down the road he feels this area will be developed out.

A motion was made by Mr. Odom to approve this request as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Coble.

Ms. Graw pointed out the action to approve this request today could be precedent setting and is snot comfortable with this action.  She feels that WRAL has worked very hard but it does send a signal to the community and thinks it is a dangerous signal.

A roll call vote was taken on the motion to approve this request that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative with the exception of Mr. Shanahan and Ms. Graw.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

HILLSBOROUGH STREET PARTNERSHIP - PARKING REQUEST - REFERRED TO HILLSBOROUGH STREET DESIGN COMMITTEE

The City Council requested the Administration to review with NCDOT the feasibility of allowing on-street parking along the south side of Hillsborough Street between Enterprise Street and Dan Allen Drive during the daytime hours on Saturdays and Sundays.  A letter from the State Traffic Engineer is included in the agenda packet.  He does not recommend allowing this request.

Mayor Coble indicated he is of the understanding the State is not recommending this request at this time until their study is completed.  Mr. Scruggs suggested sending this request to the Hillsborough Street Design Committee along with a copy of the letter from the State so they can have a State representative on their committee and can explained the letter and was so moved by Mr. Scruggs.  A second to the motion was received by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

TEMPORARY STREET CLOSING - ADD ON ITEM - TIR NA NOG - APPROVED

Mr. Richard Averitt representing Tir Na Nog  Irish Pub requests permission to use the sidewalk and parking spaces in front of their businesses on Friday, February 23, 2001 from 5:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m. on February 24, 2001 for a charity fund raising event.  Mr. Averitt is also requesting that the City ordinance pertaining to possession and consumption of alcohol on City right-of-way be waived.

A motion was made by Mr. Odom to approve this request for a temporary street closing according to the dates as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Shanahan and put to a roll call vote that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

TEMPORARY STREET CLOSING - ADD ON ITEM - TIR NA NOG - APPROVED

Mr. Richard Averitt, representing Tir Na Nog Irish Pub requests permission to close the 200 block of South Blount Street on Saturday, March 17, 2001 from 6:00 a.m. until 2:00 a.m. on March 18, 2001 for a St. Patrick's Day celebration.  Mr. Averitt is also requesting a waiver of all City ordinances pertaining to the position and consumption of alcoholic beverages on city right-of-way from 4:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m.  The event will run from 4:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m.  The requested use will allow for assembly and break down of this stage.

A motion was made by Mr. Odom to approve the request for this temporary street closing as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Shanahan.

Mr. Kirkman indicated he typically supports these folks and made reference to Carl Dawson's comments and questioned how the representatives of Tir Na Nog would acknowledge these comments.

Richard Averitt, representative of Tir Na Nog, indicated they are proposing to close the sidewalks on Blount Street on St. Patrick's Day and continue to close them for the festival.

Mr. Kirkman pointed out there was no mentioned of any problems with Transit service and questioned how he would respond.  Mr. Averitt indicated there has not been any conflict in the past nor will there be any conflict on these dates as no travel lanes are being closed.

A roll call vote that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

LEESVILLE ROAD EXTENSION – STORMWATER CONCERNS - APPROVED

With approval of the Leesville Road extension project at the November 7, 2000, meeting, Council referred a stormwater issue to staff.  The project consultant recently completed a study that has been shared with involved property owners.  A report is included in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approval of the report.  A Motion was made by Mr. Odom to uphold the recommendation of Administration.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Coble and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.

PROPOSED HELMET EDUCATION CAMPAIGN - APPROVED PROPOSED CAMPAIGN AND FUNDING

The City Council directed the Administration to prepare a twelve-month campaign to educate the public about the new helmet law and its benefits.  The program is estimated to cost $20,000.  $16,000 is being sought from private funds.  $4,000 is proposed to be appropriated from the General Fund Contingency Account.

The proposed program is included in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve the proposed campaign and the appropriation of $4,000 from the General Fund Contingency.  A motion was made by Mr. Odom to uphold the recommendation of Administration.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Coble and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Ordinance 930 TF 36.

MORDECAI HISTORIC SQUARE REPORT - APPROVED - APPROVED FUNDING

At the January 16, 2001 City Council meeting, the Council approved the bid for renovations at Mordecai Historic Square.  At that time, the Administration had recommended deleting renovations in the amount of the $10,353.00 from the project due to the lack of funds.  The Administration was requested to see if additional funds could be found and that these additional renovations be restored to the project at the initial bid price.  Additional funding for this purpose has been identified from the 1995 bond and the appropriate change order and budget amendment are recommended for approval.

In addition, Administration was asked to review these renovations with Capital Area Preservation and the Historic Properties Commission.  The plans have been reviewed with these groups and there are no recommended changes.

Recommendation:  Change Order #1 - Polovick Construction Company

This Change order is for an increase of $10,353.00

Reason:

Items were deleted from the base bid on the original award.  City Council requested these items to be reinstated.

History:

Original contract amount
$195.000.00

New contract amount
$205,353.00

Budgetary Accounts to be amended:

Revenue Account:

636-000-53299-000
Park Bond Fund Balance Approp
$10,353.00

Expense Account:

636-8454-79202-975
Mordecai-General Construction
$10,353.00

A motion was made by Mr. Odom to uphold the recommendation of staff.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Coble and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Ordinance 930 TF 36.

TRANSIT TROLLEY EVENING SERVICES - REFER TO BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

In February 1999, Council directed that the downtown trolley service shift from a lunchtime program to evening service (Thursday, Friday, and Saturday) and that a report be provided to Council in one year. On July 18, 2000, Council received a progress report and directed that Administration provide another six-month follow-up report.   A copy of the report is in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Accept the report as information.

Mayor Coble pointed out it appears they still have a problem with this service.  He feels the trolley is an amenity we are paying for.  He suggested the item be sent to the Budget and Economic Development Committee to see if there is some way to continue the use in a more efficient manner.

Mr. Kirkman indicated he agreed with the Mayor's statement.  He also hopes to get a marketing person from the Transit Authority to the meeting to address these concerns.  There is a banner on the side of the Trolley that indicates the rides are free but acknowledges they have had some very cold recent months but hope the ridership will rise to what it would like to be in the coming warmer months.

Without objection, the item was referred to the Budget and Economic Development Committee.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE ARTS COMMISSION

ARTS COMMISSION - RALEIGH RED WOLF RAMBLE - APPROVED

Carole Marcotte, a representative of the City of Raleigh Arts Commission brought forth a proposal for a temporary public art festival known as the Raleigh Red Wolf Ramble.  Ms. Marcotte explained this event is a family focused temporary exhibit to open in September of 2001 and close on New Year's Eve in conjunction with Raleigh's First Night Festival.  The Raleigh Red Roof Ramble would generate excitement and enthusiasm all over Raleigh because of the whimsical, comical and imaginative visions of the artist involved.

Ms. Marcotte explained that 145 wolfs will be used and that number was chosen because the red wolf is a endangered species and 145 is the number of red wolfs known to exist in the United States.  Ms. Marcotte briefly explained the additional activities that would surround this exhibit that will include a story telling festival, a grand opening at the street painting festival, a howling, wolf sightings, radio contest, scavenger hunts, an event linking wolf myths and native Americans in November, and closing ceremonies that will take place at First Night Raleigh.  Ms. Marcotte explained the red wolf was selected because it is an animal of character and has rich associates for story telling and character and because it is an endangered species special to North Carolina.  She indicated as well that the City of Raleigh Arts Commission has been invited by the City of Chicago to send one of the wolves to participate in an international menagerie of "fellow critters" at the Lincoln Park Zoo this summer.  She indicated the Arts Commission would also like to produce a coffee table quality book.  Ms. Marcotte indicated the request of the Raleigh City Council at this time would be for a letter of support, siting permission, a proclamation and a $47,500 loan from the City to get a jump-start.

Mayor Coble indicated Ms. Marcotte must have a tremendous amount of faith in the project to be asking for upfront seed money.  Ms. Marcotte explained that if they had a longer time line they would have the money in place, however, with the short time to prepare for this event, and the necessity to hire a campaign director, as this cannot be done on a volunteer basis, they need the money in place before they can proceed.

Mayor Coble suggested the City Council loan the Arts Commission $47,500 and when the money is raised, the Arts Commission can pay the City back and the balance can be divided between the sponsors at 50% to the Arts Commission and 50% to the charity of the sponsor's choice.   If this does not work the $47,500 will come out of the program budget for the Arts Commission for the year 2002-2003.  Mayor Coble questioned whether the encroachments and placement of the exhibits would be a problem with Ms. Carter indicating she did not think so.  They are looking at this as a unified plan.

Mr. Congleton questioned whether it would be appropriate for the Public Works Committee to look at siting issues with Mr. Shanahan indicating it would probably be more appropriate to send this issue to Administration.  Mr. Kirkman added there will be some in-kind contributions and the Council would like some indication as to what all this does entail.

Mayor Coble indicated he would like to add a caveat that the Arts commission would have no problem in repaying the City for any additional expenses incurred.  Ms. Marcotte indicated they have budgeted for additional expenses that include vandalism and any repairs that may be necessary.  Mr. Odom asked if the staff would be alert for any financial or overwhelming problems that may arise and notify Council with staff indicating that would not be a problem.

Ms. Graw indicated she thinks this will be great and a lot of fun.  The business owners can keep their wolves or auction them off for the proceeds.  She feels this is injecting a lot of fun into the landscape of Raleigh.  Ms. Marcotte explained as well she had a letter from Marye Anne Fox, the Chancellor of NC State University supporting their efforts.  Mr. Kirkman added he would like to see this in the grand opening for the performing arts center and this could be something the Arts Commission could help the City draw attention to, and perhaps some coordination to extend the glamour of the opening of the center could be promoted.

Ms. Carter asked if she understands correctly that part of the motion was for staff to work with the Arts Commission in planning the location of the wolves; the Mayor concurred.

Mr. Shanahan indicated the concept is to be applauded for its creativity and their rising to the challenge in a positive way.  He feels the Community will be enthusiastic and this event will help raise money to enhance the exposure of the Arts and not at taxpayer's expense.  An event such as this leads to increase vitality for the community and feels it is creative thinking.

Mr. Odom questioned have the other Arts agencies within Raleigh supported this effort.  Ms. Marcotte explained this effort has been discussed with the other agencies and will continue to be discussed and they have assured them this effort is going after much smaller business and they are not in competition with the other Arts organizations.  This event will bring vitality to the Arts and added they are shooting for 145 wolves because that is the number of the remaining red wolves in the country.

Without objection, the Mayor indicated the City Council would loan the Arts Commission $47,500 to sponsor this event.  When the money is raised by the Arts Commission, it would be paid back to the City and any balance would then be divided among the sponsors at 50% to the Arts Commission and 50% to the charity of the sponsor's choice.  He indicated if this effort does not work out, this amount would come out of the programming budget for the Arts Commission in the 2002-2003 budget year.  Also the Arts Commission would be expected to pay for additional expenses incurred.

ARTS COMMISSION - REQUEST FOR KENNEDY THEATRE - WAIVER OF FEES - APPROVED IN PART

Joseph Covington explained the Arts Commission would also like to make a request for waiver of fees related to use of the Kennedy Center and auditorium crew for the 17th annual Raleigh Metal of Arts Program produced by the Arts Commission to be held Monday, May 21, 2001.

Mayor Coble pointed out that Council would consider waiver of the rent for the theatre but not waiver of the fees and so moved.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and put to a roll call vote that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE DOWNTOWN RALEIGH ALLIANCE

Jim Massengill, Chairman, will present the quarterly progress report for FY 2000-2001 and request for FY 2001-2002.  Mr. Massengill indicated he would provide the Council, by way of a handout, an update on the business districts and make an annual request for support of the Downtown Raleigh Alliance and their efforts.  Mr. Massengill briefly covered the accomplishments of the Downtown Raleigh Alliance that included support of the two business improvement districts, economic development efforts, the clean and safe bicycle patrol, administration for the business improvement district tax money, economic development and marketing, research of panhandling ordinances, and advocacy for the Exploris Imax Educational Theatre.  He explained the request again this year is for funding in the amount of $60,000 to support their economic development initiatives.  This funding amount is the same as the year before and feels the Downtown Raleigh Alliance has demonstrated their value to the City of Raleigh.

Mr. Shanahan indicated he would applaud the efforts of the Downtown Raleigh Alliance.  But he would like to see two things.  He indicated he has been an advocate to reduce taxes in areas targeted for redevelopment.  He asked for Mr. Massengill's thoughts on a tax free zone and redevelopment areas and thoughts on the Fayetteville Street mall.  He added there is a trend around the country to remove downtown malls and reintroduce traffic and noted that any comments would be helpful.  Mr. Shanahan also questioned item #3 under advocacy and administration regarding the Exploris Theatre.  He questioned whether they were collecting the tax and using the tax money to advocate the Exploris Theatre.  Mr. Massengill indicated he did not look at the Imax Theatre as a target for spending, but simply for advocating its arrival to Downtown Raleigh.  It is a new development that will bring more people to the Downtown area.  As to the Mall, he feels they are going to be taking a good look at that issue this year as there are lots of opinions on it and they will be spending a good deal of time on this matter before they form a recommendation and added at this point there is no unified recommendation.  Mr. Shanahan suggested perhaps they could help with the process.  Mr. Scruggs pointed out he has been a long time advocate of doing something to the Mall.  He would encourage the Downtown Raleigh Alliance to contact the North Carolina State University School of Architectural Design as they have done a number of projects that give several options to this type of thing and they could have some younger and newer thoughts to offer.

A motion was made by Mr. Odom to approved the request of the Downtown Raleigh Alliance as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman.

Mr. Odom indicated he would be in favor of a tax free zone for everyone but feels we use the tax money very well.  Mayor Coble indicated that Mr. Massengill might want to come back when they start discussions regarding the downtown trolley with Mr. Massengill indicating he would be glad to.

A vote was taken on Mr. Odom's motion for approval that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE RALEIGH TRANSIT AUTHORITY

Helen Tart, Chairperson of the Raleigh Transit Authority explained that of the five regularly scheduled Transit Authority meeting in this fiscal year, one meeting had to be canceled and another rescheduled due to lack of a quorum. The Raleigh Transit Authority took action at their January 12, 2001 meeting to request that the Council amend the Code to expand the total number of members on the Raleigh Transit Authority from 9 regular members to add two alternate members.  These members would meet the same residency, attendance and ethics requirements would only vote for quorum purposes.  She suggested that the Council appointed members be eligible to serve three consecutive two-year terms as well as being eligible to be appointed as regular authority members for the same length of time as other appointed regular members.  Ms. Tart added there are many technical issues that need a degree of education and the experience gain as an alternate member would be a step ahead for making those decisions.

Mayor Coble questioned whether the problem was people simply not showing up with Ms. Tart indicating it varies.  She pointed out it may be there will not be a problem in the future because the old members have all been replaced due to rotating off or resignation.  Mayor Coble indicated he was hesitant to add two more members to the Board and it may lead down the path of adding alternates to every board.  He indicated that perhaps stronger admonition should be given to the members regarding their attendance record and suggested Ms. Tart go back and have a conversation with the Authority about their attendance.  Ms. Tart indicated the difference in the Raleigh Transit Authority and other boards is that the Raleigh Transit Authority has a certain amount of control over their own budget than other areas.  If a quorum is not met, there are bus routes that would have to be put off.  In talking with Mr. McCormick, the Transit Authority works to make the City Council's job easier.  The Authority typically has more authority than some of the other boards and commissions and alternate members would certainly help.

Mr. West questioned what their total number of members was with Ms. Tart indicating the total is 9.  Mr. West questioned whether she had any analysis of why the attendance is not what it should be with Ms. Tart indicating it is typically business or family related. Mr. West pointed out he remembers when he served on the Board of Adjustment the chair had to have some communication with the Board about their attendance which ultimately improved the situation.  He feels it may be necessary to look internally first.  Mayor Coble added the board is a judicial body but the alternates will not help.  Mr. McCormick pointed out that Council could change the quorum requirements to the Board if they felt it was necessary.  Mr. Congleton indicated he was not comfortable with that alternative.  Mayor Coble suggested Ms. Tart go back and have a conversation with the authority members and identify the specific problems.  If she finds she has one or two that are habitually absent she may have to request to have them replaced.  He asked her to take another stab at improving the attendance records by going back and having these discussions.  Mr. Tart pointed out with the new members it may not be a problem but it has been an on-going problem for 10 years.  Mayor Coble asked Ms. Tart to keep the Council apprised of how things are going.  Mr. Kirkman pointed out he is the liaison for the Raleigh Transit Authority and has been to a number of the meetings and realizes there have been some conflicts.  He suggested making personal contact with the members to let them known of their full duty.  If they cannot attend the meetings then perhaps the chair should suggest they be replaced.  Mayor Coble indicated as well it may be necessary to adjust the timing of the meeting.

Mr. Scruggs indicated he would like to give a charge to the Raleigh Transit Authority in the area of Townridge Shopping Center for the Authority to look at service westward to the Durham County line.  Ms. Tart indicated the Authority is currently doing a five-year plan and has a retreat scheduled for March where they will come up with a RFP for a consultant.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE TRIANGLE TRANSIT AUTHORITY

Bill Bell indicated he was on the Triangle Transit Authority's Board of Trustees, representing Durham City Council.  He explained there are two items that Triangle Transit Authority is moving forward to seek enabling legislation for.  These items include the "quick take provision" and the addition of a $4 vehicle registration tax if needed.  He indicated he is accompanied today by Mr. Thomas Hillard and Jim Ritchey, both of the Triangle Transit Authority and they are appearing before all boards to make the presentation and to enlist the support of surrounding authorities.  Mr. Bell also indicated he has received a letter from William Webb who has resigned from the Triangle Transit Authority as director.

Mr. Ritchey gave a presentation to the City Council regarding the Triangle Transit Authority 2001 legislative package that includes budget issues, "quick-take" condemnation authority and authorization for up to $4 for a regional vehicle registration fee increase that would be effective in January 2004.  Mr. Ritchey's presentation included additional fee implementations, issues and challenges for the Triangle Transit Authority, environmental studies, railroad agreements, the procurement of rail vehicles, finalizing the financial plan and other issues critical to pursuing a regional rail system.  Mr. Ritchey went on to present drawings of a number of the rail vehicles that would be considered for use in this area as well as projected financing issues, service growth, ridership as well as expenses and funding options for both bus and rail service.

There was considerable discussion of the cost on operations and the huge shortfall that has taken place over the number of years.  Mr. Ritchey indicated that studies show the Transit Authority expects to recover about 50% of the cost through the fare system and in their last estimated numbers expenses were over estimated.  The real issue on the rail system is its ability to attract more riders than the bus system.  Mayor Coble indicated it would be necessary to weigh in cost per mile to transport.  Mr. Shanahan questioned whether the best case scenario is 50% of the recovery for the riders cost on the rail.  At current time, bus service is only in the vicinity of 20% recovery.  Mr. Ritchey went on to explain the net operating differences in the bus system and the rail system.  He indicated with the rail system they expect 50% or $25 million recovery from the fare box.  There was further discussion on funding shortfalls and funding through the fare box federal, state and city assistance.  He went on to explain that in the 30 year plan the rental car tax is generally a surplus above the cost to operate the rail system.  In the financial planning the consultant suggested the increase until 2010 and then the tax could sunset.  Mr. Scruggs pointed out the problem he has with the vehicle registration fee is that you are signaling out one portion of society to tax.  Mr. Ritchey explained that on the bus system there is a low percentage of choice riders but riders are typically employees going to and from work.  On the regional rail system there is a higher choice in the range of 60 to 70 percent ridership and feels this is a fair way of collecting for expenses.  Mr. Scruggs pointed out he has always been an advocate of those who use the rail must be the ones who support it.  He questioned has the Transit Authority gone to IBM and Glaxo Wellcome about these efforts.  Mr. Ritchey indicated that no contact has been made in recent years; however, the Board of Trustees have discussed this matter.  The Legislative action will allow the establishment of a special tax district and 10% is the maximum tax rate currently in the Research Triangle Park.  One of the things the Board directed staff to do is begin that approach.

Mr. Odom indicated he is an employer and he subsidizes his employees with the gas allowance because 90 to 95 percent of his employees live in other counties.  He would like to see a comparison of other municipalities, the efficiencies and a time line.  Mr. Ritchey indicated he would be glad to get that comparative information.

Mr. Bell indicated the Triangle Transit Authority is very sensitive to tax issues.  The authority is simply asking for the Council's endorsement to move forward to the General Assembly with these legislative issues.  They need several approvals by neighboring counties as well before they can do anything at all.  The assessment will be made in 2003 as to whether the tax is needed but at this time they only need the endorsement of City Council and other local boards and will certainly consider their input.

Mr. Kirkman pointed out one of the graphics at the Board retreat showed a federal formula for effectiveness.  He indicated he was very impressed with this formula and feels it attributes to the Board of Directors and their staff.  He asked if Mr. Bell would be kind enough to send that information to the Council with an explanation.  

Mr. Shanahan indicated he appreciates the work done by the County Commissioners and thinks when the Triangle Transit Authority gets involved there is lively discussion.  He indicated the Council are positive skeptics on this matter and would like an opportunity for regional corporation when they can.  In dealing with another tax, we introduced a very tacit arrangement with the County with a sunset provision and moved forward.  Along the way the sunset provision was forgotten about.  The Authority is now asking the Council to agree in theory to implement a tax for a fee and he is somewhat hesitate to do that.  He is very concerned about the changes and how they may affect the quality of life and he is uncomfortable with relinquishing or signing off to support these fees and this proposal.  He suggested that Council receive this as information and stay close to this project.  He feels Raleigh is a large stockholder in this.  Mr. Bell indicated he could respect Mr. Shanahan's position and would like to extend an invitation to the City Council to make tours of the stops.

Mayor Coble indicated he would like to echo Mr. Shanahan's comments and felt it is appropriate at this time to receive this as information.  He feels that a vote today votes the City out of the loop, and the words don't give him a great amount of comfort and may be one or two years premature.  He would recommend the Council receive this as information and have further discussions on these issues.

Mr. West indicated he would like to know if there is a process that would help them as a Council to make a more informed decision regarding benefits, pluses and minuses, as it relates to the common good.  He feels they have to look at the big picture.  He indicated on a trip he made to Ottowa Canada, he was very impressed with their rail system and the benefits that were provided to the citizens of Canada.  He is curious if there is someway to become more educated regarding these efforts.

Mr. Ritchey indicated with the expansion of the bus service the members of Council are welcome anytime to come down and look or come to any of the meetings as well as discuss the environmental impact statement for the regional rail.  Last fall there were many meetings took place regarding this issue and the Authority will have a formal draft and impact statement this spring, possibly in late April or early May which will contain a 45-day comment period.  He would like to invite the City Council to ride the Triangle Transit Authority service.

Mr. Kirkman indicated it may be appropriate to also send someone to work with the Triangle Transit Authority in linking with other bus systems in the vicinity and to get on the web site to see if any connections for options in riding the CAT may be available and feels that everyone involved can see some benefit in that.

Mr. Scruggs indicated he would like for the Council to move cautiously with this and he echoes the Mayor's comments.  This action will take the City out of the loop and he feels he just can't do that to his contingents.

Mayor Coble questioned whether Wake County had taken any action on this proposal with Mr. Ritchey indicating that Wake County did endorse the proposal.

Mr. Kirkman indicated he would like to recognize Mr. Thomas Hillard of the Triangle Transit Authority.

The Mayor indicated this would be received as information.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT JOINT VENTURE PROJECTS - APPROVED LOANS

Mayor Coble reported that the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends funding approval of a $425,000 loan for Elder's Peak to Pendergraph, LLC and a $500,000 loan for Poet's Corner to Episcopal Housing Ministry for construction of rental housing for the elderly.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Coble moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

SOUTHEAST RALEIGH ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT - AUTHORIZED ADMINISTRATION TO NEGOTIATE EXTENSION OF CONTRACT

Mayor Coble reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends that Council authorize Administration to negotiate an extension of the contract with Hammer Siler George Associates to include a market analysis for developing the Southeast Raleigh Comprehensive Plan at a cost not to exceed $30,000 (revised report included in agenda packet).  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Coble moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

SALE OF SURPLUS PROPERTY - 1402 E. LENOIR STREET - AUTHORIZED UPSET BID

Mayor Coble reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends acceptance of the offer of $7,000 from Clifton Winston for the purchase of 1402 E. Lenoir Street subject to the upset bid process.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Coble moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.

LAND DONATION - WILLON BEND LANE TO RAY ROAD - ACCEPT DONATION

Mayor Coble reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends acceptance of an offer to donate a 30-foot strip of land extending from Willow Bend Lane to Ray Road due to its potential usage as a future loop water main.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Coble moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

CONDEMNATION - 2400 SOUTH SAUNDERS STREET - AUTHORIZED CONDEMNATION PROCEEDINGS

Mayor Coble reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends that Council authorize condemnation proceedings for a greenway easement located at 2400 S. Saunders Street owned by North Carolina Equipment Company for use as part of the Walnut Creek Greenway.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Coble moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

REZONING Z-89-00 - CREEDMOOR ROAD - CONDITIONAL USE - APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

Mr. Odom reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends upholding the Planning Commission's recommendation for approval of rezoning this property to Office and Institution-1 Conditional Use with conditions dated October 4, 2000, as recommended in CR-10140.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Odom moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative with the exception of Mr. Congleton.

SP-179-00 - QUIK LUBE CAR WASH - DENIED

Mr. Odom reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends this request be denied.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Odom moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Graw.

Mr. Kirkman indicated he has received a letter from Ron Rogers of Maupin Taylor Law Firm indicating they would be willing to restrict their hours of operation to close at 12 midnight and reopen at 6:00 a.m.  Mayor Coble indicated he would still remain opposed to this request, as this is not a suitable use for the location in the residential area.  Mr. Kirkman indicated he would agree.

A roll call vote was taken on the motion to deny this request that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REZONING Z-105-00 - OLD WAKE FOREST ROAD - CONDITIONAL USE - APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS; AMEND COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Mr. Odom reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends approval of the request to rezone this property to Industrial-1 Conditional Use with revised conditions dated January 16, 2001, and amend the Comprehensive Plan to indicate mixed-use Industrial/Office for this location.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Odom moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman.

Mr. Congleton pointed out he feels approval of this rezoning case sets a precedent and the City is saying we will allow O&I-1 and permit industrial uses near residential areas.  He feels there may be a need to review the zoning categories that the City uses at this time but feels this will leap frog prohibited uses and he will oppose this request.

Mr. Shanahan indicated he feels Mr. Congleton has made a good point.  It was during the presentation it was described very much like what the City of Durham allows and their zoning districts.  He feels there may be a need for a separate zoning class that will permit uses like this, where the predominant use is office use but with a small manufacturing component.  He pointed out one structure very similar to this has already been built on Millbrook Road and the conditions attached to this case address concerns regarding setting a precedent.  He does not think that there is sufficient reason to vote against this case.

A vote was taken on the motion to approve this request that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative with the exception of Mr. Congleton.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

TRAFFIC CAMERAS - INCLUDE IN LEGISLATIVE PACKAGE; DRAFT RESOLUTION; AUTHORIZED COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. Shanahan reported the Law and Public Safety recommends that Council include a proposal to allow the City to use traffic cameras in this year's Legislative Package and authorize Ms. Graw and Mr. Scruggs to pair up with representatives of other municipalities to lobby the members of the Wake Delegation for their support.  The Committee also recommends that Council direct Administration to draft a resolution to be distributed to other municipalities within Wake County to enlist their consensus and unanimity and to develop a strategic plan for advocating passage of the resolution by the Legislature.  The item will continue to be held in Committee.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Shanahan moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 861.

TELECOMMUNICATIONS LICENSE 2001 -1 - CTC EXCHANGE - APPROVED

Mr. Shanahan reported the Law and Public Safety Committee recommends approval of the proposed Telecommunications License 2001-1 - for CTC Exchange.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Shanahan moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

STATE MASSAGE REGULATIONS - REVISION - ORDINANCE ADOPTED

Mr. Shanahan reported the Law and Public Safety recommends that Council approve the revisions to the City's massage regulations to bring them into compliance with new State regulations.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Shanahan moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Ordinance 935.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

SIX FORKS ROAD/ANDERSON DRIVE -INTERSECTION DESIGN - SPECIAL ITEM NEXT AGENDA

Chairperson Kirkman reported the Public Works Committee recommends that the Council propose to the NC State Department of Transportation to close the existing right turn ramp and construct an exclusive right turn lane at the signalized intersection of Six Forks Road and Anderson Drive.  The Committee also recommends that Administration look at what resources are available for funding the approximate $175,000 cost involved in making these improvements.  In the interim, the Committee recommends that Administration look at the use of "bollards" as a speed control mechanism.

Mr. Kirkman distributed a brochure of speed control mechanisms (bollards) used in other cities and indicated they could be the missing link and he would like to see the installation of these "bollards" done very quickly and to discuss this situation with the North Carolina Department of Transportation regarding options for funding.  He indicated the improvements to this intersection would not be a cheap project.

Mayor Coble indicated he feels the use of the bollards will give an industrial look to the turn lane and will not slow traffic but just look ugly.  He indicated he agrees with the Administrative report that the improvements will not slow traffic down on Anderson Drive and he is not sure that $175,000 in improvements will result in what everyone thinks it will.  He indicated he did not like either suggestion.

Mr. Scruggs pointed out there are two issues involved with this situation - speed and sight distance from Drewey Lane.  He feels this is one of the most dangerous intersections in the City.  He personally will not use this intersection and will cut through Coleridge and Middleton and pointed out that the residents in Drewey Hills very much want to see this improvement done.

Ms. Graw indicated she too is very familiar with this intersection as she grew up in this neighborhood.  There are some serious sight limitations here from Drewey Lane.  If traffic is stopped and making a right turn, they will have to build up speed as opposed to rolling forward on the ramp.  She indicated with the Our Lady of Lourdes School nearby, the students also have a very dangerous problem.

Mr. West questioned the pilot project currently underway in the Brentwood area in Mr. Odom's district and questioned could that type of installation help at this intersection.  Mayor Coble indicated he does not feel that the use of speed tables would be appropriate on a ramp.  Mr. Odom added the use of speed tables within the residential is working well and the neighbors are very fond of this solution.  He indicated he feels that changing the intersection will not solve this problem.  The major times are early morning and when school lets out in the afternoon and he does not feel that this type of improvement is warranted at this point.

Mr. Kirkman pointed out there is also a need to explore with the State other funding options and if something is even better than what has been proposed.  He does feel that the use of "bollards" will reduce the speed coming off this ramp.  Mr. Congleton pointed out he agree the use of "bollards" would be unsightly but is worth taking a look at and suggested perhaps holding this item as a special item for the next agenda.

Mayor Coble questioned whether there was another solution or mechanism to slow traffic rather than the use of "bollards."

A motion was made by Mr. Scruggs to approve the recommendation as presented.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Graw.

The Mayor indicated he will not support the motion as stated and made a substitute motion to hold this item as a special item on the next agenda.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative with the exception of Mr. Scruggs and Ms. Graw.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

Mayor Coble asked if Administration would bring forward options for slowing traffic included in their report for the next meeting.

Mr. Scruggs indicated additional enforcement has been sent to this area and the rumble strips have been installed.

REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

PROPOSED TEXT CHANGE - DAYCARE FACILITIES

Mr. Kirkman indicated he was aware of a situation on Crestline Drive where there has been a change of ownership for a property that received Board of Adjustment approval for a daycare facility.  The Board attached the Special Use Permit to the current owners or family and would like for Mr. McCormick to look at a possible text change that would ensure that type of business will not be attached to the property but attach to the residents.  He indicated that the change of owners has caused some consternation within the neighborhood and asked the attorney to draft a text change for the Council to look review at the next meeting that would include language to this effect especially when there is no change in the structure.

PARKS AND RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD - MEMBERSHIP

Mr. Kirkman indicated he has done some research on the Parks and Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board indicating there were originally 24 members and the Board was down sized in 1985 to 15 members.  Mayor Coble pointed out the Board is still larger than other boards and commissions and he feels that too many members can result in splinter groups.

WAKE HOUSING RESOURCE CENTER - OPENING - DISTRIBUTION OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING INFORMATION EFFORTS

Ms. Graw indicated she would like to mention that the Wake Housing Resource Center opened in December of last year.  She pointed out that she would like to see a report on the City's participation in this project and ideas from the Community Development Department on how we may further help with the distribution of material on affordable housing.

LEAGUE OF MUNICIPALITIES - INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE - MR. CONGLETON APPOINTED

Mr. Congleton indicated he had received a letter from the President of the League of Municipalities for a two-year appointment as a District 6 Representative to the Intergovernmental Relations Committee.

WAKE COUNTY PUBLIC SAFETY CENTER - CROSSWALK - EFFORTS TO SLOW TRAFFIC

Mr. Congleton referred to Administration the issue of the pedestrian crosswalk at the Wake County Public Safety Center on Salisbury Street.  He indicated he would like to see some options on things that can be installed to slow traffic down, as it is a very dangerous crossing.

POLICE DEPARTMENT - COMPLIMENTARY LETTERS

Mr. Congleton indicated he had received three letters regarding actions of the Raleigh Police Department that are very accommodating and complimentary.  Mr. Congleton read one of the letters from a family of a young man that was picked up for speeding.  The family indicated that Officer Steve Lowrey was very accommodating to their son and very professional and felt the need to write a complimentary letter to the City regarding Officer's Lowrey's actions.

POLICE DEPARTMENT - DRUG HOUSE - REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Mr. Scruggs indicated he has received two calls about an alleged drug house on East Street and indicated it was a green habitat house where folks have been seen dealing drugs from the bedroom.  He referred this item to Administration.

POLICE DEPARTMENT - INCREASED ENFORCEMENT - CLARK AVENUE

Mr. Scruggs indicated at a recent neighborhood Community Watch Meeting, he was asked that additional police enforcement be sent to the western part of Clark Avenue near Faircloth Street.

POLICE DEPARTMENT - INCREASED ENFORCEMENT - CHURCHILL ROAD

Mayor Coble indicated he appreciated the efforts of the motorcycle officers working around the Lake Boone Trail area and asked Administration to send additional police enforcement to the area of Churchill Road and Dixie Trail.  He indicated that neighbors have seen school buses speeding through the area as well as other traffic.

APPOINTMENTS

APPOINTMENTS - VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

The City Clerk reported the following results of a ballot vote.

Human Resources and Human Relations Advisory Commission - Two Vacancies

No Nominations

Parks Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board - Three Vacancies

Tom Wells - 3 (Scruggs, Odom, Kirkman)

Erin Black - 1 (Kirkman)

Jan Kirshbaum - 4 (Congleton, West, Odom, Graw)

Rudolph A. Williams - 3 (Congleton, West, Graw)

Convention Center Authority - One Vacancy

Mr. Congleton nominated Tom McQuire.

Greater Raleigh Convention and Visitors Bureau - One Vacancy - Citizen at Large

Tom McGuire - 3 (Congleton, Graw, Kirkman)

Jim Cain - 5 (Shanahan, West, Scruggs, Odom, Coble)

Substance Abuse Advisory Commission - Two Vacancies

Larry Lindsey - 7 (Shanahan, Congleton, West, Scruggs, Odom, Coble, Kirkman)

Planning Commission - One Vacancy

Mr. Scruggs and Mr. Congleton nominated William Hopkins.

Raleigh/Durham Airport Authority - Two Vacancies 

Tim Clancy - 7 (Congleton, West, Scruggs, Odom, Graw, Coble, Kirkman)

Bob Winston - 7 (Congleton, West, Scruggs, Odom, Graw, Coble, Kirkman)

Raleigh Transit Authority - One Vacancy

Mr. Kirkman nominated Mark Shelbourne.

Triangle Transit Authority - One Vacancy

Mr. Kirkman nominated Carter Worthy.

The Mayor announced the appointment of Jim Cain to the Greater Raleigh Convention and Visitors Bureau; the appointment of Larry Lindsey to the Substance Abuse Advisory Commission; the appointments of Tim Clancey and Bob Winston to the Raleigh/Duraleigh Airport Authority.  All other nominations will be carried over to the next meeting.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

No report was made.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK

MINUTES - JANUARY 16, 2001 - APPROVED

Council Members received in their agenda packet copies of the Minutes of the January 16, 2001 City Council meeting and Minutes of the January 16, 2001 Joint Planning Commission/City Council Zoning hearing.  A motion was made by Mr. Odom to adopt the Minutes as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Coble and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

TAXES - VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

Included in the agenda packet is a proposed resolution relating to adjusting, rebating and/or refunding penalties, exemptions or relieving interest for listings of property for ad valorem tax.  Adoption of the resolution is recommended.  It is also recommended that Council approve the listing as submitted by Wake County Tax Collector relative to clerical errors during the month of December 2000.

A motion was made by Mr. Odom to uphold the recommendation as stated.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Coble and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 862.

ASSESSMENT ROLLS - VARIOUS - RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED SETTING PUBLIC HEARINGS FOR MARCH 6, 2001

The following preliminary assessment rolls will be presented.  It is recommended the assessment rolls be adopted which will establish a public hearing for March 6, 2001, to consider confirmation of cost outlined in the rolls.

Sidewalk Assessment Roll 300 – Van Dyke Avenue

Resurfacing Assessment Roll 815 – Rand Drive

Street Improvement Assessment Roll 816 – Brook Drive

Street Improvement Assessment Roll 817 – Commercial Place

Street Improvement Assessment Roll 818 – Davis Circle

Street Improvement Assessment Roll 819 – Automotive Way

Street Improvement Assessment Roll 820 – Woods Place

Mr. Odom moved the recommendations be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Coble and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolutions 863, 864, 865, 866, 867, 868 and 869.

REZONING Z-100-00 - LEESVILLE ROAD - CONDITIONAL USE - ORDINANCE ADOPTED

Planning Director Chapman indicated this item was introduced earlier in the agenda and presented maps of the existing drainage ways from the existing and proposed Leesville Road realignment.  He explained the drainage way from this property does not affect the property Mr. Congleton spoke to earlier in the meeting.

A motion was made by Mr. Congleton to approve this rezoning case as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Scruggs and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Ordinance 932 ZC 493.

A motion was made by Mr. Coble to enter into closed session pursuant to N.C.G.S.143-318.11(a)(6) to consider the qualifications and conditions of appointment of a potential public officer.

Mayor Coble returned to open session at 5:30 p.m. indicating the Closed Session meeting would be continued on Sunday, February 11, 2001 at 3:00 p.m., in the Municipal Building, Room 201.

RECESS

There being no further business, Mayor Coble announced the meeting recessed at 5:30 p.m. to be reconvened at 7:00 p.m.

Donna Hester

Deputy City Clerk

jt/CC2-6-01

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular reconvened meeting on Tuesday, February 6, 2000 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 West Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina with all Council Members present except Mr. Shanahan.

Mayor Coble called the meeting to order and the following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

REQUEST AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

POLICE DEPARTMENT - COMPLAINT - REFERRED TO LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

Welton Jones, 2021 Bowman Lane, would like to discuss actions of a police officer during a traffic stop.  Mr. Jones presented the City Council with an accounting of an event that took place on July 20, 2000 in the vicinity of Bragg and Southeast Streets.  He explained his encounter with a police officer and the series of events that took place leading up to the stop.  Mr. Jones indicated he was extremely upset by attitude and actions of the police officer and although he was not cited for any traffic violation he found the actions of the police officer extremely offensive and demeaning.

Mayor Coble suggested this item be referred to the Law and Public Safety Committee and asked Mr. Jones to come back and discuss this situation with the Committee.  He would like to look into this situation in more depth and Mr. Jones will be contacted when this item is scheduled for discussion.

Mr. Jones questioned what is the procedure of getting an independent board to investigate the actions of the police officer.  He indicated he will not allow a police officer to stop him and not tell him why he has been stopped.  Mayor Coble indicated the answer is in the Law and Public Safety Committee.  They represent the City Council and the people who elected them.  Mr. Jones referred to a letter that he received from the Police Department indicating he felt the letter stated the Police Department did not believe what he has said and he can just forget the whole matter.

Mr. West pointed out that the Council is concerned regarding Mr. Jones' case and there was a News and Observer article over the Christmas season on racial profiling of the police department.  He had made a request to Administration to receive information regarding allegations that were made in the paper, would like to share that information with the Law and Public Safety Committee and with Mr. Jones so they can make an informed decision regarding his case.

Mr. Jones pointed out that the citizens certainly have a problem with arrogance on behalf of the Police Department.  He indicated the police officer was told to check Mr. Jones' ID but he would not do that and feels something is wrong here.  Mayor Coble indicated this discussion would be more appropriate in the Committee setting at the Law and Public Safety Committee.

Mayor Coble was excused from the meeting at 7:20 p.m.

STREET CONNECTION - HINTON STREET - REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

Joe Carson/Karen Albright, 6305 Godfrey Drive, would like to discuss the proposed enjoinment of Hinton Street into Brookhaven at Godfrey Drive because of increased cut through traffic.

Mr. Carsen indicated he is representing the Brookhaven neighborhood and his address is 2500 Hinton Street in Brookhaven.  He explained he is here to petition a review of the Comprehensive Plan in regard to the Hinton to Creedmoor Road Connection.  This is an unwarranted egress to a neighborhood and they feel cut through traffic will become a significant problem.  He pointed out the area has changed significantly since the initiation of the Comprehensive Plan in this area as they now have approximately 50 children in the neighborhood and are very sensitive to cut through traffic.  Also this type of cut through traffic would not be of any benefit to the residents of Raleigh or the Brookhaven neighborhood.  There is an existing median in Creedmoor Road that prohibits some of the traffic from moving to the left.  He submitted a petition with 30+ names and asked the Council to review their request.

Mr. Scruggs pointed out this request is located in his district and he is familiar with the situation.  He indicated there is also cut through traffic from Hinton to Geoffrey Street.  In 1994, the City Council made a decision and it is now coming to fruition.  He is agrees that the neighborhood has changed and it does warrant another look.  He asked the people in the audience in support of this request to stand and approximately 16 people stood.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT - ELIMINATION OF MAJOR THOROUGHFARE BETWEEN HODGE STREET AND CRABTREE BOULEVARD- AUTHORIZE PUBLIC HEARING

Ed Sconfienza, 1111 Oberlin Road, would like to request a change to the City's Comprehensive Plan and that the City hold a public hearing on March 20, 2001, to consider eliminating the proposed major thoroughfare between Hodge Street and Crabtree Boulevard along Laurelbrook Street as shown on the City's Comprehensive Plan.

Mr. Sconfienza, representative of Envirotek, indicated he is requesting a change to the Comprehensive Plan.  Mr. Sconfienza explained the location of this connection indicating he is requesting the City Council abandon the right-of-way and remove this from the Comprehensive Plan.  He indicated they have looked at the options that are provided but there are several problems that include crossing railroad tracks as well as a connection to Crabtree Boulevard.  The right-of-way does not exist from the Laurelbrook thoroughfare adjacent to their clients property.  He would request scheduling this item for the March 20 public hearing.

Ms. Carter indicated Administration is familiar with this area and request and would recommend authorizing a public hearing on March 20, to amend the Comprehensive Plan.  She indicated representatives of CAMPO, CACs and property owners within a 100 feet as well as the media would be provided with notice of this hearing.

A motion was made by Mr. Scruggs as outlined by Ms. Carter.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative with the exception of Mr. Shanahan and Mayor Coble who were excused from the meeting.  Mayor Pro Tem Odom ruled the motion adopted.

COLLEGE PARK/IDLEWILD COMMUNITY - NUISANCE ABATEMENT PROJECT - REFERRED TO LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

Octavia Rainey, 315 1/2 N. Carver Street, representing the College Park/Idlewild Community, would like to present a nuisance abatement project for Southeast Raleigh Redevelopment area.
Ms. Rainey explained that she is here to present a proposal to rid the community of drug houses in redevelopment areas and to look at other illegal acts taking place in boarded up and abandoned houses.  She indicated she is accompanied by Mr. Victor Boone of East Central Legal Services who has agreed to house this project.  She is asking for the support and funding of the City Council for this project and explained this is one of the ways to address this situation that includes input from the CACs, the neighborhood improvement projects and the City of Raleigh police department.  The funding request is in the amount of $48,850 and Mr. Boone is present to present the request.

Victor Boone, a representative of East Central Legal Services, indicated they have agreed to house and to assist in going forward with this proposal to address the problems currently existing in southeast Raleigh.  He indicated their organization has been in an existence for over 26 years and he has been employed for 25 years by this organization and has been the program director for more than 8 years.  He explained they have a very experienced staff and someone who is very experienced in housing law.  He explained the demand on their office personnel is tremendous and at this time they are not in a position to take this project on without additional funds.  The funds will support additional staff and expenses incurred by this project.  He indicated this organization does receive funding through the Human Service Agencies for a number of non-profit organizations in the amount of $33,000 to 35,000 and assists in three categories, homeless people, young and senior people.  He indicated other funds are used in assisting and advising people from a five county area.  There services are limited to low income individuals and senior citizens.

Mr. Congleton suggested the financial side of this request be sent to the Budget and Economic Development as he feels it is a good program, and perhaps the rest should be sent to Law and Public Safety Committee.

Mr. West indicated he would simply like to make a comment and commend Ms. Rainey for providing the leadership over the past years and this effort was one with a lot of planning, thought and analysis.  Ms. Rainey has been a key player in efforts taken to improve the conditions in Southeast Raleigh.  He indicated she has the community focused on this issue and is a neighborhood action committee sponsor by the Community Services Department.  He felt these efforts are fitting together in a cohesive way.  He would like to see resources leveraged and combined to form a partnership and questioned what the City of Raleigh Attorneys can do to assist in this effort.

Mr. Boone indicated he would be happy to discuss this effort with the attorneys.

Mr. West indicated he would also like to try to make sure, as everyone looks at this issue, how efforts can be better coordinated with each department of City government and would like to factor these in and respond in a holistic way.

Mr. Scruggs indicated he was apprehensive to split this item into two committees and ask the Mayor Pro Tem to refer this item to the Law and Public Safety Committee.  Without objection, the item was referred.

MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

SIDEWALK REPAIRS - VARIOUS - RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider sidewalk repairs at the following locations:

Location

Property ID
Approximate Cost
1700 Hillsborough Street
0016021
$2,560.00

1415 Scales Street
0006713
$   175.00

1513 Courtland Drive
0069958
$   268.00

The Mayor Pro Tem opened the hearing, no one asked to be heard, therefore the hearing was closed.  A motion was made by Mr. Kirkman to adopt a resolution directing the sidewalk repairs as listed.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Scruggs and put to a vote that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative with the exception of Mayor Coble and Mr. Shanahan, who were excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

STC-16-00 - SPRINGSHIRE COURT - RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the permanent closing of a portion of right-of-way known as Springshire Court.  This hearing is pursuant to petition resolution of intent, advertisement and notification as required by law.  The Mayor Pro Tem opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  A motion was made by Mr. Kirkman for adoption of the resolution directing the street closing as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Graw and put to a vote that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative with the exception of Mayor Coble and Mr. Shanahan who were excused.  The Mayor Pro Tem ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 871.

STC-17-00 - EDWARDS MILL ROAD - RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the permanent closing of a portion of right-of-way known as Edwards Mill Road.  This hearing is pursuant to petition resolution of intent, advertisement and notification as required by law.

The hearing was opened.

Lacey Reaves, representatives of Highwoods development and Mr. Ron Hendricks, indicated the street closing is the result of a plan for the Day property and the realignment of a portion of Edwards Mill Road extension.  The street closing is part of the plan to eliminate a dangerous "Y" intersection located behind Crabtree Valley Mall.  Mr. Reaves presented a map outlining the street closing.

Mr. Kirkman indicated the street closing is part of the plan that was presented and reviewed by the Department of Transportation, the Planning Department and subsequently approved.  Mr. Reaves indicated that was correct.

Planning Director Chapman pointed out there is a series of conditions that is attached to this street closing that are outlined in the resolution.

No one else asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.

A motion was made by Mr. Scruggs to adopt a resolution as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative with the exception of Mayor Coble and Mr. Shanahan who were excused.  The Mayor Pro Tem ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 872.

STC-18-00 - ACC BOULEVARD - RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the permanent closing of a portion of right-of-way known as ACC Boulevard.  This hearing is pursuant to petition resolution of intent, advertisement and notification as required by law.  The Mayor Pro Tem opened the hearing.

Clyde Holt, representatives of the Ruby Jones estate, indicated this is a situation similar to the Highwoods Case that was just presented.  The Ruby Jones property lies at the intersection of Glenwood Avenue and I-540.  The master plan calls for a relocation of ACC Boulevard to become part of a parallel collector street system to the Durham County line.  The developer will bear the cost of realignment and construction of ACC Boulevard.  The conditions are as they are in the zoning case.  He indicated staff has added language that the work shall be done and the map recorded.  He made a request to allow the map recording to take place within two years.  He indicated the developer would feel more comfortable with this provision and would allow them to come back and ask for an extension of time if necessary, due to unforeseen circumstances.  He would like to make it part of the official records to ask for the extension of time.

Mr. Kirkman pointed out he does not believe there is anything that would preclude the developer from coming back and asking for an extension of time.  Mr. McCormick indicated that was correct and it happened a couple of meetings ago on another case.  He indicated if it would give the developer more comfort, they can add one more section to the resolution, however, it is not necessary.

Mr. Kirkman indicated he likes the schedule for having to meet a deadline and rather not add a time.

Tony and Rosie Strother indicated they live on the edge of the Durham/Wake County line.  They explained the traffic conditions on Mt. Herman to Shady Grove Road are terrible with the opening of the I-540 stretch; much of the traffic was diverted from I-540 and has now been some what eliminated since that completion.  However, semi-tractors and dump trucks that used ACC Boulevard will be diverted back to this area when the street is closed just to get to Mt. Hermon Road.  He indicated there have been a number of accidents at this intersection and a blinking traffic light has been installed.

Mr. Holt indicated that the Planning Department has conditioned the rezoning case and the resolution that would require the new road to be in place before the right-of-way for the old ACC Boulevard is closed, completed and accepted by the State.  He indicated there would not be any time where traffic would have to be diverted.

Ms. Strother pointed out that Mt. Herman is in very poor condition because of dump trucks and the road is disintegrating.  Mr. Holt sure heard that there would be no disruption of service.

Mr. Strother indicated he had seen a map showing the connecting street at TW Alexander Drive.  Mr. Holt pointed out that is a major thoroughfare and there are two lanes each way with turning lanes.

Mr. Kirkman pointed out the street closing is part of the master plan the grid for the road is important to have in place.  He feels there is a certain degree of urgency in prodding them to move forward.

Planning Director Chapman explained the reasons for the two year request is simply for record keeping measures to ensure that Administration can keep track of the closing and opening of roads.  He indicated Administration would have no problem with the developer coming back and seeking an extension but feels there is a need to have a date certain to fall back on.

Mr. Scruggs pointed out this area is in his district and he has been very supportive of the project as well as Mr. Kirkman and Planning Director Chapman's comments.

A motion was made by Mr. Kirkman to adopt the resolution as outlined with the conditions.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Scruggs and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative with the exception of Mayor Coble and Mr. Shanahan, who were excused.  The Mayor Pro Tem ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 873.

STC-19-00 - MARY ROGERS LANE - RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the permanent closing of a portion of right-of-way known as Mary Rogers Lane.  This hearing is pursuant to petition resolution of intent, advertisement and notification as required by law.  The Mayor Pro Tem opened the hearing, no one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.

A motion was made by Mr. Odom to adopt the resolution as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative with the exception of Mayor Coble and Mr. Shanahan who were excused.  The Mayor Pro Tem ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 874.

ANNEXATIONS - VARIOUS - HEARINGS - ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the following petitioned annexations.  If following the hearing Council wishes to precede with the annexations, it would be appropriate to adopt ordinances annexing the properties effective June 30, 2001, and a resolution placing the properties in the appropriate electoral districts.


Location






      District

Essex at Glen Eden






E


Hedingham - Firestone, Phase 4 and Shadow Creek, Phase 3
C


Glenlake 







E


Cornerstone Park






E


Mitchell Mill Subdivision





B

The Mayor Pro Tem opened the hearing, no one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Kirkman moved adoption of ordinances annexing the property effective June 30, 2001 and adoption of a resolution placing the properties in the appropriate electoral district.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Scruggs and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative with the exception of Mayor Coble and Mr. Shanahan who were excused.  See Ordinances 936, 937, 938, 939 and 940 and Resolution 882.

ASSESSMENT ROLLS - CONFIRMING - HEARING - RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider adoption of a resolution confirming charges for the following completed projects.

a. Resurfacing Assessment Roll 808 - Agecroft Road according to charges outlined in resolution 2001-844, adopted on January 2, 2001.

b. Resurfacing Assessment Roll 809 - Dallas Street according to charges outlined in Resolution 2001-845, adopted on January 2, 2001.

c. Resurfacing Assessment Roll 810 - Collingswood Drive according to charges outlined in Resolution 2001-846, adopted on January 2, 2001.

d. Resurfacing Assessment Roll 811 - Gatling Street according to charges outlined in Resolution 2001-847, adopted on January 2, 2001

e. Resurfacing Assessment Roll 812 - Boddie Drive according to charges outlined in Resolution 2001-848, adopted on January 2, 2001.

f. Resurfacing Assessment Roll 813 - Surrey Road according to charges outlined in Resolution 2001-849, adopted on January 2, 2001.

g. Resurfacing Assessment Roll 814 - Lake Boone Trail according to charges outlined in Resolution 2001-850, adopted on January 2, 2001

The Mayor Pro Tem opened the hearing, no one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  A motion was made by Mr. Kirkman to adopt confirming resolutions on the assessment rolls as listed.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Shanahan a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative with the exception of Mayor Coble and Mr. Shanahan who were excused.  See Resolutions 875, 876, 877, 878, 879, 880, 881.

ADJOURNMENT.  There being no further business, Mr. Odom announced the meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

Donna Hester

Deputy City Clerk
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