CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session on Tuesday, March 6, 2001 at 1:00 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 West Hargett Street with the following present:

Mayor Coble, Presiding

Mr. Odom

Mr. Congleton

Ms. Graw

Mr. Kirkman

Mr. Scruggs

Mr. West

Mr. Shanahan

Mayor Coble called the meeting to order.  An invocation was rendered by Dr. Charles Johnson of Temple Baptist Church.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Jeremy Woodby of Boy Scout Troop #364.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS

Mayor Coble indicated representatives of Haven House are in the audience as winners of tickets to an event in the BTI Performing Arts Center based on good grades and attitude.  Mayor Coble presented a City pin to each of the representatives who introduced themselves.

Mr. Congleton indicated he would like to commend Acting City Manager Carter and Convention Center Director Krupa for their outstanding job at the opening of the BTI Performing Arts Center.  He feels this event is something to be proud of and sets the tone for years to come.  Mayor Coble indicated he would also like to add his thanks to Roger Krupa and Jayne Kirpatrick as well as Acting City Manager Carter for the great event and facility.  This was the result of a lot of hard work and he appreciates their efforts.

CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Coble presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion. If a Councilor requests discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately. The vote on the Consent Agenda will be a roll call vote.  Mayor Coble withdrew the items related to the Raleigh Christmas Parade and the Autism Ribbon Run.  Without objection those items were withdrawn from the Consent Agenda.  Mr. Odom moved approval of the recommendation as made by Administration for the remaining items on the Consent Agenda.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Scruggs and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  The items on the Consent Agenda were as follows.

CITY OF RALEIGH FUNDING FOR HOPE VI PROGRAM (HALIFAX COURT RENOVATION) – APPROVED FUNDING PROPOSAL; EXECUTE AGREEMENTS

On May 4, 1999 the Raleigh City Council authorized a $500,000 contribution to be disbursed from the Capital Improvement Program to the Raleigh Housing Authority in fiscal years 2001 and 2002, $250,000 for each year.  Staff has reviewed the proposed HOPE VI funding application of the Raleigh Housing Authority and a non-profit subsidiary of the Raleigh Housing Authority, Capital Area Developments, Inc. 

Recommendation:  That Council approve the funding proposal and authorize the City Manager to execute all necessary agreements and that all the funding be used for replacement housing.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Scruggs - 8 ayes.

LAND DONATION – MARLOWE & MOYE, LLC – ACCEPT DONATION OF PROPERTY

Marlowe & Moye, LLC desires to donate in fee to the City of Raleigh approximately 39 acres of property along the Neuse River off Rogers Lane.  The City currently has a greenway easement over this property. 

Recommendation:  It is recommended that the City accept this donation of property.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Scruggs - 8 ayes.

TOWN OF FUQUAY-VARINA WATER CONTRACT – AUTHORIZE CITY MANAGER TO NEGOTIATE AND EXECUTE AGREEMENT

A request has been received from the Town of Fuquay-Varina to continue water purchase of up to 750,000 gallons per day, retroactive to March 1, 2001, when the merger of the Garner system with Raleigh goes into effect.  Raleigh and Garner currently have an agreement with the Town of Fuquay-Varina for the sale of this amount of water.  A new agreement between the Town of Fuquay-Varina and the City of Raleigh is necessary for the purchase of this water directly from Raleigh.

Recommendation:  That Council concurs in this request and authorize the City Manager to negotiate and execute the agreement.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Scruggs - 8 ayes.

TRAFFIC SIGNAL AGREEMENT FOR NEW HOPE ROAD AND CORPORATION PARKWAY – APPROVE AGREEMENT TO MODIFY SIGNAL

The Developer of the Village of New Hope Townhomes, H & G Associates of Wake County, is constructing an entrance to the development at the intersection of New Hope Road and Corporation Parkway.  This entrance, constructed in accordance with a site plan approved on June 29, 1999, will be the fourth leg of the intersection.  It will be necessary to modify the existing traffic signal at the intersection of New Hope Road and Corporation Parkway to provide signal displays for the entrance.  An agreement has been developed that, if approved, would allow the developer to make modifications to the City’s traffic signal at no cost to the City.

Recommendation:  Approve the agreement with H & G Associates to modify the signal.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Scruggs - 8 ayes.

UTILITY ACREAGE FEE AREA – ADD ACREAGE FEE AREA 01; RETROACTIVE TO MARCH 1, 2001

Due to the merger of the Garner utility system with the City’s utility system, it is necessary to set up a new Utility Acreage Fee Area.  This area will be designated as “01” and will be used to identify the reimbursement projects in the Garner area.

Recommendation:  That Council concur in this addition of Acreage Fee Area 01, to be retroactive to March 1, 2001.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Scruggs - 8 ayes.

PARKING SPACE ENCUMBRANCE – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

Linda Frenette, representing the Visual Art Exchange, requests permission to encumber some parking spaces adjacent to their building located at 325 Blake Street on Saturday, March 10, 2001 from 6:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. in order to facilitate festivities for a planned Children's Day.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Scruggs - 8 ayes.

RALEIGH CITY MUSEUM – FUND RAISING – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

Steve McCreery, representing the Raleigh City Museum, requests permission to hold a fundraising event on the 200 block of the Fayetteville Street Mall on Thursday, April 19, 2001 from 5:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m.  A Special Event Permit has been obtained but he is requesting a waiver of the City Ordinances pertaining to the possession and consumption of alcohol on City Property.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Scruggs - 8 ayes.

BRENTWOOD COMMUNITY DAY PARADE – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

Ron Franze of the Brentwood Exchange Club requests permission to hold their annual Brentwood Community Day Parade on Saturday, April 28, 2001, from 10:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m.  Approximately three hundred people and twenty vehicles will participate in this parade.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Scruggs - 8 ayes.

CONCERNED BIKERS ASSOCIATION – PARADE – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

Mike Mohan, representing the Concerned Bikers Association, requests permission to hold their annual motorcycle parade on Saturday, May 5, 2001, from 2:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m. to promote motorcycle safety.  A request is also being made to close the 00 block and 100 block of West Jones Street during the same time period to accommodate a rally in front of the Legislative Building.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Scruggs - 8 ayes.

CARRABBA’S CLASSIC HALF MARATHON – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

Al Terry, representing the North Carolina Roadrunners Club, requests permission to hold their annual Carrabba’s Classic Half Marathon on Saturday, September 22, 2001, from 7:30 a.m. until 10:30 a.m.  Approximately 1500 runners will participate in the event.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda – 8 ayes.

GREAT RALEIGH ROAD RACE – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

Jim Lavery representing Ben Waters and Capitol Broadcasting Co., requests permission to hold the 24th annual Great Raleigh Road Race on Saturday, April 28, 2001, from 1:30 p.m. until 3:00 p.m.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Scruggs - 8 ayes.

SOUTHEASTERN MASTERS TRACK MEET – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

Dale Smith with Raleigh Parks and Recreation requests permission to close a portion of Beryl Road on Sunday, May 6, 2001, from 6:30 a.m. until 9:30 a.m. in order to hold the annual Southeastern Masters Track Meet.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Scruggs - 8 ayes.

YWCA 5K FUN RUN – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

Carolyn Samet, representing the YWCA, requests permission to hold their annual 5K Fun Run on Saturday, October 27, 2001, from 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Scruggs - 8 ayes.

TEMPORARY STREET CLOSING – GREENSHIELDS BREWERY & PUB – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

Gary Greenshields, of Greenshields Brewery and Pub, and Richard Loring, of the Little German Band and Dancers, requests permission to close streets in the City Market area on Saturday, April 28, 2001, from 6:00 a.m. until 2:00 a.m. on Sunday, April 29, 2001, to facilitate festivities celebrating the 30th anniversary of the Little German Band.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Scruggs - 8 ayes.

TEMPORARY STREET CLOSING – VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

Howard Draper of the North Carolina Capitol Grounds Administration Office requests permission to close the 00 block of Edenton Street on Memorial Day, Monday, May 28, 2001, from 11:30 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. to facilitate ceremonies being held on the Capitol Grounds honoring the Veterans of Foreign Wars.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Scruggs - 8 ayes.

PUBLIC HEARING – CAPITAL BOULEVARD/HIGHWOODS BOULEVARD IMPROVEMENTS – ADOPT RESOLUTION; SCHEDULE PUBLIC HEARING

Public meetings were held on January 25 and February 20 for the intersection improvements at Capital Boulevard and Highwoods Boulevard. The project includes adding a right turn lane on Highwoods Boulevard and extending the northbound left turn lanes on Capital Boulevard. It is now appropriate to schedule a public hearing to consider final authorization of the project. Assessments are not applicable.

Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution-of-intent for a Tuesday, March 20, 2001, public hearing to consider the improvements.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Scruggs - 8 ayes.  See Resolution 899.

PUBLIC HEARING – CONSOLIDATED PLAN PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZATION – APPROVE PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing is to be held to receive public comment on the following activities.

Downtown East – Block A-21.  Acquisition, demolition, relocation of property in the Downtown East Redevelopment area.  The purchase and demolition of property on Block A-21 will enable the City to recombine this parcel with adjacent City-owned property for affordable and market rate housing.  The City may consider a mixed-use proposal for a portion of the block, which is allowed under current zoning.  The proposed plans are consistent with the adopted redevelopment plan for Block A-21.  

Proposed Budget:  $113,000

Jamaica Drive.  Acquisition and demolition of 622 Jamaica Drive.  This property is included in the Jamaica Drive redevelopment area and will complete the acquisition needed to move forward with the redevelopment plan.  The department completed an earlier structural and condition assessment to determine its feasibility for rehabilitation and concluded that the structure could not be rehabilitated.  The structure will be demolished and developed in accordance with the Jamaica Drive redevelopment plan.

Proposed Budget:  $192, 961

Recommendation:  Council authorization for a public hearing on Tuesday, April 3, 2001 to receive citizen input on amending the FY 2000/01 Annual Action Plan and to appropriate funds from program income to activities that are consistent with the goals and objectives of neighborhood revitalization.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Scruggs - 8 ayes.

PUBLIC HEARING – REZONING – AUTHORIZED

The Planning Department has received 12 requests for rezonings to be held at the Tuesday, May 15, 2001, public hearing.  There may be several text changes and comprehensive plan amendments.

Recommendation:  One hearing to be scheduled at 6:30 p.m., on the evening of Tuesday, May 15, 2001, and that the zoning tour be held on Monday, May 14, 2001 starting at 8:30 a.m.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Scruggs - 8 ayes.

PUBLIC HEARING – SANITARY SEWER EASEMENT EXCHANGE – CARY OIL CONVENIENCE STORE – RESOLUTION ADOPTED; AUTHORIZE PUBLIC HEARING

A request has been received from H. Don Stephenson, owner of Cary Oil Convenience Store, to exchange an existing 20-foot sanitary sewer easement located in the southeast corner of Trinity Road and Edwards Mill Road for a new 20-foot sanitary sewer easement to allow for the relocation of existing sanitary sewer and for future development.  The property owner is responsible for all costs of the easement exchange.

Recommendation:  Council approval of the easement exchange and authorize the City Clerk to advertise.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Scruggs - 8 ayes.  See Resolution 900.

CONSULTANT SERVICES – GARNER INFLOW AND INFILTRATION EVALUATION PROJECT – APPROVED CONTRACT

A contract of $320,000 has been negotiated with Hazen and Sawyer for the Garner Inflow and Infiltration Evaluation Project.

Recommendation:  That Council approve the contract with Hazen and Sawyer (transfer to be handled administratively).  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Scruggs - 8 ayes.

CONTRACT AMENDMENT – STRICKLAND ROAD WIDENING – HNTB AGREEMENT #1 – APPROVE AGREEMENT AND BUDGETARY TRANSFERS

The City currently has an agreement with HNTB for design of the Strickland Road widening from Six Forks Road to Falls of Neuse Road. Supplemental Agreement #1 covers additional work beyond the scope of the original agreement including revisions and modification to incorporate changes because of NCDOT’s I-540 project improvements on Six Forks Road within the City’s project area, changes in the NCDOT encroachment review process, as well as changes and revisions due to new private developments along the Strickland Road project area. A sum of $52,310 has been negotiated for these services.

Recommendation:  Approval of Supplemental Agreement #1 and necessary budgetary transfers.  Partial funding is being handled through an administrative transfer.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Scruggs - 8 ayes.

Transferred From:

531-8636-79001-975
Strickland Rd (E)
$20,000.00

Transferred To:

531-8636-79201-976
Strickland Rd (E)
$20,000.00

STREET CLOSING REQUEST – STC-1-01 – FLINT PLACE AND UNNAMED ALLEY – ADOPT RESOLUTION; AUTHORIZE PUBLIC HEARING

The City has been petitioned to close portions of Flint Place and all of an Unnamed Alley:  Portions of Flint Place west of Cox Avenue, and north of Park Avenue, and all of the Unnamed Alley off of Flint Place.

Recommendation:  That Council adopt a resolution authorizing a public hearing to be held on Tuesday, April 3, 2001.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Scruggs - 8 ayes.  See Resolution 901.

ENCROACHMENT REQUEST – 517-613 MERCURY DRIVE – APPROVE ENCROACHMENT WITH CONDITIONS

A request has been received from Baker Roofing Company to encroach on City right-of-way for the purpose of installing fiber cable to their new building.  A report is included in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  That Council approve the encroachment subject to the conditions as set forth in the administrative report.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Scruggs - 8 ayes.

ENCROACHMENT – 11750 N. RADNER WAY AND THE MEDIAN OF VILLAGE LAW DRIVE – “THE VILLAGE AT HARRINGTON GROVE SUBDIVISION” – APPROVE ENCROACHMENT

A request has been received from "The Village" Homeowners Association to encroach on City right-of-way for the purpose of installing ground lights, electrical wiring, an irrigation system and to maintain existing landscaping.  A report is included in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  That Council approve the encroachment subject to the conditions as set forth in the administrative report.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Scruggs - 8 ayes.

BUDGET AMENDMENTS – VARIOUS – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented the following recommended budget amendments.

Community Development - $80,000 to appropriate program income for the demolition of a property in the Jamaica Drive Area.

Public Utilities - $19,952.04 – to provide funds for the installation of the water main in Cedarview Court.

Public Utilities - $1,095,250 – to provide funds for the remainder of this fiscal year due to the Garner utility system merger.

The agenda outlined the revenue and expenditure accounts involved and the various budget amendments.

Recommendation:  Approval of budget amendments as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Scruggs – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 953TF38.

CONDEMNATION – FALLS OF NEUSE SOUTH (PARTS A & B) – RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED

Efforts have been unsuccessful to obtain needed easement, therefore, it is recommended that a resolution of condemnation be authorized for the following:

Project Name:
Falls of Neuse South (Part A)


Name:
Palm Enterprises, Inc.


Location:
8304 Falls of Neuse Road


Name:
Carlton S. Ashby, Jr. and Carolyn S. Ashby


Location:
7721 Fiesta Way


Name:
Carlton S. Ashby, Jr. and Carolyn S. Ashby


Location:
7900 Falls of Neuse Road


Name:
Craver Realty Corporation


Location:
8109 Falls of Neuse Road


Name:
Robert G. Rosenthal and Beth R. Rosenthal


Location:
8104 Falls of Neuse Road


Name:
Walsha, Inc.


Location:
8021 Falls of Neuse Road

Project Name:  Falls of Neuse North (Part B)


Name:
CBM Ministries of NC, Inc.


Location:
9927 Falls of Neuse Road


Name:
William G. Allen, Jr.


Location:
10599 Falls of Neuse Road


Name:
Sam Perry


Location:
0 Falls of Neuse Road

Recommendation:  Approval of the condemnations as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Scruggs – 8 ayes.  See Resolutions 902, 903, 904, 905, 906, 907, 908, 909 and 910.

CHANGE ORDER – BLOCK A-8 PARKING DECK – CHANGE ORDER #1 – R. P. CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC.

Block A-8 Parking Deck - Change Order #1 – R. P. Construction Company, Inc.

This change order is for a decrease of $25,072.

Reason:  

Final quantity adjustments, miscellaneous site and utility changes.

History:

Original contract amount:
$466,300.00

New contract amount:
$441,228.00

Budgetary Accounts to be Amended:

Transferred From:

446-8864-79208-975
Grading Contract
$25,072.00

Transferred To:

446-8864-79001-975
Capital Project
$25,072.00

Recommendation:  Approval of the change order and budgetary accounts.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Scruggs – 8 ayes.

CHANGE ORDER – CRABTREE PARALLEL, PHASE III PROJECT – CHANGE ORDER #4 AND FINAL – PARK CONSTRUCTION CORPORATION, INC. – APPROVE CHANGE ORDER AND BUDGETARY ACCOUNTS

This change order is for a net increase of $271,519.11.

Reason:

For final adjustment to quantities.

History:

Original contract amount
$2,983,680.00

Previous net changes (ADD)
$1,014,513.48

New contract amount
$4,269,712.59

Budgetary Accounts to be Amended:

Budgetary accounts to be amended administratively.

Recommendation:  Approval of the change order and budgetary accounts.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Scruggs – 8 ayes.

CHANGE ORDER – SANITARY REHABILITATION PHASE II PROJECT – CHANGE ORDER #2 AND FINAL – ADVANCED UNDERGROUND IMAGING, INC. – APPROVE CHANGE ORDER AND BUDGETARY TRANSFER

This change order is for a net decrease of $18,675.

Reason:

For final adjustment to quantities.

History:

Original contract amount
$646,794.00

Previous net changes (DEDUCT)
$  13,523.91

New contract amount
$614,595.09

Budgetary Accounts to be Amended:

Budgetary accounts to be amended administratively.

Recommendation:  Approval of the change order and administrative transfer.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Scruggs – 8 ayes.

TRANSFERS – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented recommended transfers in the Departments of Administrative Services, Emergency Communications, Planning, Police and Public Utilities.  The agenda outlined code accounts involved and the reasons for the recommended transfers.

Recommendation:  Approval of the transfers as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Scruggs – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 953TF38.

BID – AERIAL TREE TRUCK WITH CHIPPER BODY – BID AWARDED TO ALTEC INDUSTRIES

Three bids were received for the purchase of two Aerial Tree Trucks for the Parks Division.  A pre-bid conference was held on January 25, 2001 to discuss the specifications. Altec Industries submitted the low bid of $94,102.

Aerial Tree Truck (2 Each)

Altec Industries, Inc.
$ 94,102
$188,204

Telelect East
$ 94,143
$188,286

Parks Chevrolet
$ 96,746
$193,492

Recommendation:  That the low bid be accepted.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Scruggs – 8 ayes.

BID – LIGHTING AND SOUND EQUIPMENT – BID AWARDED TO STAGEWORKS LIGHTING FOR LIGHTING EQUIPMENT; AND, DRAUGHAN BROTHERS, INC. FOR SOUND EQUIPMENT

Bids were received for the purchase of various Lighting and Sound Equipment items for the Memorial Auditorium addition. Stageworks Lighting submitted the low bid for the Group 1 Lighting Equipment for a total of $98,873.40.  Draughan Brothers, Inc. submitted the low bid for Group 2 Sound Equipment for a total of $71,722.36.

Lighting

Stageworks Lighting
$98,873.40

Long Communications Group
$104,863.02

Sound Equipment
Draughan Brothers, Inc.
$71,722.36

Long Communications Group
$71,780.00

Recommendation:  That the low bid be accepted.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Scruggs - 8 ayes.

BID – FALLS OF NEUSE ROAD WIDENING PART B – PROJECT PW 2001-7 – BID AWARDED TO BLYTHE CONSTRUCTION

Bids were received on February 15, 2001, for Falls of Neuse Road Widening Part B from Litchford Road to Raven Ridge Road with Blythe Construction, Inc. submitting the low bid of $2,682,116.50.

MWBE participation is 11.0%.

As requested by the City Council, information on MWBE participation by the second low bidder is included in the agenda packet.

Falls of Neuse Road Widening (North) Part B

Blythe Construction
$2,682,116.50

Rifenburg Construction 
2,777,828.15

Mangum Asphalt Services
2,811,424.40

REA Construction
2,912,618.75

Blythe Development
3,057,743.25

Recommendation:  That Council approve the low bid of Blythe Construction, Inc. in the amount of $2,682,116.50 and authorize the appropriate transfers to establish funding.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Scruggs - 8 ayes.

Transferred From:

531-8832-79001-975
Falls of Neuse Widening, Part A
$2,000,000.00

531-8833-79001-975
Falls of Neuse Widening, Part B
     682,116.50


$2,682,116.50

Transferred To:

531-8833-79202-975
Falls of Neuse Widening, Part B
$2,682,116.50

BID – FALLS OF NEUSE ROAD WIDENING PART A PROJECT PW 2001-6 – BID AWARDED TO MANGUM ASPHALT SERVICES

Bids were received on February 16, 2001, for Falls of Neuse Road Widening Part A from Strickland Road to a point east of Rainwood Lane, with Mangum Asphalt Services, LLC submitting the low bid of $1,581,063.85. 

MWBE participation is 15.3%.

As requested by the City Council, information on MWBE participation by the second low bidder is included in the agenda packet.

Falls of Neuse Road Widening (South) Part A

Mangum Asphalt
$1,581,063.85

Blythe Construction
1,615,614.45

Blythe Development
1,747,704.75

REA Construction
1,861,228.67

Rifenburg Construction 
1,866,285.12

Recommendation:  That Council approve the low bid of Mangum Asphalt Services, LLC in the amount of $1,581,063.85.  Funds are being transferred administratively.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Scruggs – 8 ayes.

TRAFFIC – VARIOUS CHANGES – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented a recommended change in the traffic code relating to passenger loading zone on Cooper Road.  The agenda outlined the exact location involved and the reason for the recommended change in the traffic code.

Recommendation:  Approval of change outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Scruggs – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 954.

THIS IS THE END OF THE CONSENT AGENDA

RALEIGH CHRISTMAS PARADE – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

John Odom, representing the Greater Raleigh Merchants Association, requests permission to conduct the 2001 Raleigh Christmas Parade on Saturday, November 17, 2001, from 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. with a rain date of Sunday, November 18, 2001, beginning at 2:30 p.m.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.

Mayor Coble indicated he withdrew this request from the Consent Agenda to congratulate Mr. Odom on his efforts for the Raleigh Christmas Parade.  A motion was made by Mayor Coble to approve this request as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and put to a vote that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.

AUTISM RIBBON RUN  – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

Julie Shea-Graw requests permission to hold the third annual Autism Ribbon Run on Saturday, October 13, 2001, from 9:00 a.m. until 10:30 a.m.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.

Mayor Coble indicated he withdrew this request to point out Ms. Graw’s participation in this effort.  Ms. Graw indicated she is a member of the Planning Board which is a volunteer position.  A motion was made by Mayor Coble to approve this request as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and put to a vote that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA – ALL ITEMS PULLED

Mayor Coble presented the Planning Commission Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and maybe enacted by one motion.  If a Councilor request discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  Mayor Coble indicated he had received a request to withdraw an item from the Planning Commission Consent Agenda: Strategic Plan Status Report (Odom).  Without objection this item was withdrawn from the Planning Commission Consent Agenda.  There were no other items on the Consent Agenda.

STRATEGIC PLAN STATUS REPORT – APPROVED SCHEDULE; FUNDING ISSUES TO BUDGET WORK SESSION; REFERRED TO COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

Last year the City Council assigned responsibility to the Planning Commission to carry out a Strategic Plan. The two-year program, begun in July 2000, is intended to update the Comprehensive Plan and communicate its vision to the public.

A primary goal is to adopt policies and implement programs to reduce urban sprawl through encouragement of pedestrian-friendly mixed use developments served by transit.

This interim report describes the status of this effort, and recommends further initiatives to expand the current work program.

CR-10214 from the Planning Commission recommends that this report be received as information and that the updated schedule be approved as outlined.  The report recommends extending the Strategic Planning Initiative by adding $10,000 to the proposed FY 2001-2002 budget to expand the economic strategy for the Wakefield area.  It also recommends considering an additional $125,000 for FY 2002-2003 to support program guiding development in the transit corridors and station locations to be identified in FY 2001-2002.  The report further recommends an additional $100,000 in FY 2002-2003 to execute the Implementation Plan which is currently scheduled to be developed during FY 2001-2002.

Mr. Odom indicated he withdrew this item from the Consent Agenda as he would like to move ahead with this issue and with the schedule and refer the item to the Comprehensive Planning Committee to coordinate this project with the Parks Plan.  The funding issues he would like to refer to Budget Work Session.

Mayor Coble indicated without objection the item would be referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee and the funding issues to Budget and Economic Development Committee.

A motion was made by Mr. Odom to approve the schedule as outlined in the status report.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Shanahan and put to a vote that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

CLOSED SESSION MEETING – HELD

A motion was made by Mayor Coble to enter into closed session pursuant to G.S. 143-318.11(a)(6) for the purpose of considering the initial employment of a public officer.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and put to a vote that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.

Mayor Coble reported back to Open Session at 1:25 p.m. indicating the Council had discussed employment negotiations with the recommended City Manager.

A motion was made by Mayor Coble to offer the position of City Manager to J. Russell Allen.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman, Mr. West, Mr. Odom, Mr. Shanahan, Mr. Congleton, Mr. Scruggs and Ms. Graw.  The motion was put to a vote that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

A motion was made by Mayor Coble to approve the final employment agreement with Mr. Allen.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and put to a vote that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

Mayor Coble indicated he wished to extend congratulations to Mr. Allen as he has been elected and hired as the new City Manager for the City of Raleigh.  He indicated he is very pleased to have Mr. Allen on board and hopes he has had an opportunity to meet some of his staff.  Mayor Coble indicated that April 16th will be Mr. Allen’s first day.

Mr. Allen indicated he would like to express his thanks for the opportunity to serve as City Manager for the City of Raleigh.  He is very impressed with the Raleigh community to live in and to work.  He is in this because he cares and feels he can make a difference to the community and is very excited about this opportunity.  Mr. Allen relayed a short story to the members of Council regarding a visit from a number of children while he was City Manager of Rockhill, South Carolina.  The visit resulted in one child telling him that he was “lucky, lucky, lucky” and he indicated that is exactly how he feels.  The City of Raleigh will have his loyalty and dedication to accomplish many things.  It is very nice to be coming in to a position where the City Council has respect for their staff and he will be their most loyal supporter.  As to the citizens he will be accessible, responsible and customer oriented and a partner with the citizens in making the City bigger and better than it is today and this will be his goal.  He is very thankful and respectful to Dempsey Benton and it is fortunate for him to come in a position behind such a respected manager.

Mayor Coble pointed out it is never easy to replace someone like Dempsey Benton and it has been a challenge for the City Council.  Mayor Coble indicated the Council had an opportunity to interview some very fine people and he would like to thank the City Council for their hard work and that it was done most harmoniously and appreciates their many efforts.

SPECIAL ITEMS

STORM DRAINAGE PETITION – 4513 HOLLIROSE PLACE – APPROVED
During the February 20, 2001, Council meeting, Mr. Odom requested this item be withdrawn from consideration and held for the next Council meeting.  It would be appropriate to further consider the request.  A motion was made by Mr. Odom to approve this request as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Coble and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

SU-9-00 – RALEIGH CORRECTIONAL CENTER FOR WOMEN EXPANSION – APPROVED FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

During the February 20, 2001, Council meeting, an evidentiary hearing was held to consider an application submitted by the Raleigh Correctional Center for Women for a special use permit to construct a religious center of 2,746-square feet on their 193-acre tract at 1201 State Street.  The action of Council was to approve this request and direct the item be placed on this agenda to consider proposed Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law.  The following Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law were included in the Council member’s agenda packet.
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SU-9-00

IN RE:  CORRECTION FACILITY EXPANSION - THE RALEIGH CORRECTIONAL CENTER FOR WOMEN - 1201 STATE STREET

On February 20, 2001, the Raleigh City Council held a hearing to receive evidence in the matter of SU-9-2000, a request to construct a religious center of 2,746 square feet on their 193 acre tract, at 1201 State Street.  As a result of that hearing and the testimony and other evidence received there, the City Council makes the following findings of fact and conclusions of law.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1.  All parties necessary to the determination of this request were properly notified and were or had the opportunity to be represented at the hearing.

2.  Raleigh City Code §10-2145(b) requires the following conditions be satisfied before a correction facility can be expanded.

a. There shall be no flood lighting which beams directly into nearby residential areas.

b. The street capacity adjacent to the site is sufficient to safeguard the public health, especially with regard to the size and frequency of commercial vehicles involved with the transportation of inmates and for the shipping and receiving of materials in connection with the facility.

c. Transitional protective yards which conform to Code §10-2082.9 for high impact uses shall be installed.

d. The use is in accord with development criteria established by City Council adopted plans and policies such as the Comprehensive Plan and redevelopment plans, and if there is a conflict between plans and Code provisions, the more restrictive shall apply.

e. The will not be injurious to property or improvements in the affected area.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1.  The requirements of the Raleigh City Code having been met, the applicant is entitled to a Special Use Permit.

2.  The request made in SU-9-2000 is hereby granted.

Mr. Shanahan moved approval of the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law as outlined in the agenda packet.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Scruggs and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

SU-1-01 – POWERHOUSE SQUARE – APPROVED FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

During the February 20, 2001, Council meeting, an evidentiary hearing was held to consider an application submitted by Powerhouse Square LLC for a special use permit for outdoor amplified music for an event to be held on March 17, 2001.  The event is proposed to be located south of the RiRa Irish Pub on the east side of North West Street between Edenton Street and West Jones Street.  The subject property is Powerhouse Square located at 116 North West Street zoned shopping center.  The action of Council was to approve this request and direct the item be placed on this agenda to consider proposed Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law.

The following Finds of Fact and Conclusions of Law were included in the Council member’s agenda packet.
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SU-1-01

IN RE:  OUTDOOR AMPLIFIED ENTERTAINMENT AT POWERHOUSE SQUARE LLC - 116 NORTH WEST STREET

On February 20, 2001, the Raleigh City Council held a hearing to receive evidence in the matter of SU-1-2001, a request to present outdoor amplified music on March 17, 2001 at 116 North West Street.  As a result of that hearing and the testimony and other evidence received there the City Council makes the following findings of fact and conclusions of law.

FINDINGS OF FACT

            1.  All parties necessary to the determination of this request were properly notified and were or had the opportunity to be represented at the hearing.

            2.  Raleigh City Code §12-5003 requires the following conditions be satisfied before an amplified entertainment permit may be issued.

a. The establishment’s proximity to residential areas, schools, churches, and health care facilities.

b. The establishment’s history of compliance or noncompliance with noise and nuisance law.

c. Access with respect to pedestrian and automotive safety, traffic flow and emergency service.

d. Intensity including such considerations as size, location, hours and/or conditions or operation, and number of participants.

e. Landscaping, screening, fencing with respect to protecting affected properties from anticipated noise, loss of privacy, and glare; preserving of important natural features; or harmonizing the request with affected properties.

f. Control or elimination of noise, dust, vibration and lighting.

g. The proposed use will not adversely impact public services and facilities such as parking, traffic, police, etc., and that the secondary effects of such uses will not adversely impact on adjacent properties.  The secondary effects would include but not be limited to noise, light, stormwater runoff, parking, pedestrian circulation and safety.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1.  The requirements of the Raleigh City Code having been met, the applicant is entitled to a Special Use Permit.

2.  The request made in SU-1-2001 is hereby granted.

Mr. Shanahan moved approval of the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law as included in the agenda packet.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Scruggs and put to a vote that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

TC-8-01 STORMWATER DISCHARGE AND STREAM BUFFER REGULATIONS – REFER TO COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

During the February 20, 2001, Council meeting, a request was made by Mr. Odom to withdraw this item from the Planning Commission’s consent agenda and that it be held until the next meeting.  It would be appropriate to further consider this item.

Mr. Odom indicated he had taken time to read through this proposal, but feels that further discussion is needed and it is an interesting document.  He would like to look at this item in the Comprehensive Planning Committee in conjunction with the State requirements.  He feels it is important to compare the two.

Mr. Congleton indicated he has looked at the document as well and questioned when doing infill in the Downtown area how will the City be able to handle the stormwater discharge when retention facilities cannot be used.  He would also like to include the question of nitrogen runoff.

Mr. Kirkman indicted he would endorse this suggestion and would like to invite the Public Works Committee to their meeting so they are fully versed as well.

Mayor Coble indicated he too would like to have some discussion on this item and suggested that it be scheduled for a work session for the City Council so their input can be received.  He feels his text change could have some dramatic impact.

Mayor Coble indicated this item would be referred to Comprehensive Planning Committee without objection.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

TOPOGRAPHIC AND PLANIMETRIC MAPPING PROJECT – APPROVED

Funds were appropriated this year to begin a four year program to update the existing topographic and planimetric (identifies human made features) mapping for the City and the planning jurisdiction.   The Town of Cary and Wake County recently executed contracts with Surdex, Inc. to complete topographic mapping within their jurisdictions.  Staff recommends that the City of Raleigh "piggyback" on the contracts with Surdex (pursuant to NCGS 143-129g) to complete the mapping project.  It is planned to fund the mapping over a four-year period commencing with the $250,000 budgeted this year.

This mapping is essential to City departments and also to the development community which depends on this mapping in developing plans.  This mapping project needs to be undertaken because the current topographic and planimetric data is ten years old.  The current data does not cover the current City jurisdiction nor does it include all of the development which has occurred over the last ten years.  This estimated cost over the four year period is $860,000.

Recommendation:  Authorize City Manager to negotiate and execute a contract with Surdex, Inc. for the update of existing topographic and planimetric mapping.

A motion was made by Mayor Coble to uphold the recommendation of staff.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and was put to a vote that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF

THE BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

SURPLUS PROPERTY – 1909 HADLEY ROAD – ACCEPT OFFER SUBJECT TO UPSET BID PROCESS

Mayor Coble reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends that the Council accept the offer of $47,900 from Crystal Y. Kay-Andrews for 1909 Hadley Road subject to the upset bid process and restricted to single family, owner occupied use.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Coble moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

RESEARCH TRIANGLE INSTITUTE REPORT – BROWNFIELD PROJECT – HELD IN COMMITTEE – FUNDING REFERRED TO BUDGET REVIEW PROCESS

Mayor Coble reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends referring to the Budget review process the possible expenditure of $216,000 for improvements in the area covered by the report (Garner Road area).  This item will remain in Committee.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Odom moved the recommendation of the Committee be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Coble.

Ms. Graw reiterated this item will continue to remain in Committee to identify the work plan with Mayor Coble agreeing.  Ms. Graw urged the Committee to deal with this matter in a timely fashion so it could be included in this year’s budget session.  Mayor Coble explained the money is already set aside for this.  It will simply be a matter of looking how the details work out.  Mr. Odom indicated additional funding could be used for things that may have been done better such as lighting.  The $216,000 could very well go to something else that needs it even worse.  Mr. West added this is covered in the backup material and refers to such issues as a Small Area Plan, beautification, or new construction and can be considered high priority.  Ms. Graw pointed out there has been significant community enhancement and hopes it is the intention of the Committee to continue that engagement.

A vote was taken on the motion as stated that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.

HAMMER, SILER GEORGE ASSOCIATE STUDY – STATUS REPORT – REPORT RECEIVED; ITEM TO REMAIN IN COMMITTEE

Mayor Coble reported the Budget and Economic Development recommends upholding staff recommendations for the Southeast Raleigh Improvement Assembly structure and process.  This item will remain in Committee.

On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Shanahan moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Coble and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF

THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

REZONING Z-16-01 – ATHENS DRIVE – CONDITIONAL USE – DENIED

Mr. Odom reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends upholding the recommendation of the Planning Commission for denial.  The Comprehensive Planning Committee and the petitioners met on Tuesday, March 6, 2001 prior to the Council meeting and signed conditions were submitted by the petitioner by Thursday, March 1, 2001 at 5:00 p.m.

Mayor Coble indicated he felt this had been an opportunity offered to the property owners in the area for additional money for stormwater detention.  If the site is developed at Residential-4 it will not have the retention of water that is proposed with the rezoning to Residential-6.  He feels in the long run the residents in the area will continue to have problems with stormwater and he will not support this motion.

Mr. Odom pointed out that the Engineering Department has determined that less than 2 percent of the water going into Simmons Branch is affected by this property and added the petitioner had requested that this case be denied.  Mayor Coble indicated that may be the case, but it could still be a problem down the road if the site is developed as Residential-4.

Mr. Kirkman indicated this particular case has brought on quite a bit of criticism that the Committee is very aware of the stormwater problems in the area.  He personally went door-to-door of every house that has had water inside it.  The property owners are aware of this opportunity and he hopes the petitioner will do the utmost to develop this site as sensitively as possible.  He indicated two of the neighbors are present and they are listening to the wishes of the neighborhood.  He added he is not very optimistic and believes they would have had a better situation by the conditions that were offered, but agrees that the process was not ideal.  He added it is his job to do the best he can to be a voice for those in the neighborhood.

Mr. Odom indicated there was a negative vote from the meeting on the 6th with Mr. Shanahan indicating the negative vote was his vote.  He concurs with the Mayor’s comments.

Ms. Graw indicated she had passed a copy of a memo from Mark Senior out at the earlier meeting regarding the runoff and estimated storm water volumes.  She pointed out the memo indicates that less than 2 percent of the water going to Simmons Branch is generated by this site and feels the development as proposed will have very little impact on the water problems that are currently being experienced.  A vote was taken on the motion as stated that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative with the exception of Mr. Shanahan and Mayor Coble.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

SP-152-00 – KROGER SHOPPING CENTER – APPROVED

Mr. Odom reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends approval of the site plan insofar as it meets the intent of Condition 7 of rezoning case Z-62-99 dealing with the SHOD-4 landscaping standards and to hold final action on the site plan pending receipt of an alternate means of compliance for meeting the requirements of tree placement within the vehicle surface area.

On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Shanahan moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

Mayor Coble pointed out he feels with the opening of the Pine Hills Development and with the development of the Kroger site this will be a great development for an addition to Southeast Raleigh.  He is very happy to see this done and feels it is great step for the neighborhood.

TEXT CHANGE TC-1-01 – CONDITIONAL USE REZONING PROCESS – MOTION TO APPROVE FAILED

Mr. Odom reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends upholding the recommendation of the Planning Commission to adopt an ordinance with an effective date applying to all cases filed on or after April 1, 2001.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Odom moved the recommendation of the Committee be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Graw and put to a vote that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative with the exception of Mayor Coble, Mr. Shanahan, Mr. Odom and Mr. Scruggs.  The motion failed.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

HINTON STREET – PAVING PROJECT – APPROVED INTERCONNECTIVITY

Mr. Kirkman reported the Public Works Committee recommends upholding the City’s policy on street interconnectivity calling for connecting Hinton Street from Creedmoor Road to the section of Hinton Street from Godfrey Drive.

On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Kirkman moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Congleton.

Mr. Scruggs pointed out this site is located within his district and is very familiar with the area.  He would like to remind the City Council of the Ivy Lane rezoning and interconnectivity issues where the City Council decided to deny this request because of the increase in traffic through the neighborhood.  He indicated they have the same situation here.  There are nearby soccer fields that will be developed and as a result there will be lots of traffic from this as well as the elementary school and will be used as a cut through to Godfrey Lane and be used as an exit.  He indicated he will vote against the interconnectivity aspect of this case.  Every street here currently has two exits and are now safe streets.  He questioned is the Council promoting their neighborhoods to be thoroughfares?  He suggested perhaps adjusting the traffic light or another alternative.  He would hazard a guess that within two years this community will come back and ask for speed humps to be installed.  He pointed out staff has already had more than 200 requests for speed humps to be installed and questioned is the Council promoting smart interconnectivity.

Mr. Shanahan indicated he generally agrees with that statement.  He has appeared before the City Council on his own interconnectivity issues, and feels interconnectivity is appropriate in the beginning of the development of a site; however, if you wait until the site has completely developed then interconnectivity may be more of a detriment; there has to be a balancing act.  He believes the concept needs to give way when it unduly impedes or there is no benefit to the neighborhood.

Ms. Graw indicated she would hazard a guess it will come back as well and questioned is the action creating a hazard for children in the neighborhood?  She feels the area currently has sufficient interconnectivity and the best place to consider this design is at the beginning of the development.  She indicated she will not support the motion.

Mr. Kirkman pointed out they had a lengthy discussion regarding this issue in Committee.  There was an agreement not to extend Godfrey to Lynn Road.  The soccer fields will not be there much longer.  Hinton will be a right-in, right-out only exit on Creedmoor Road.  To cut through this area will be a heck of a dog-leg.  He pointed out if they do not follow policy folks will be coming back to cut off streets.  Mr. Odom questioned whether Hunter Street has petitioned to be improved with Mr. Sykes indicating Hunter Street is part of a petition, but the public right-of-way ends at this development.  Mr. Odom questioned where is the study on the speed tables currently in the Brentwood area with Ms. Carter indicating that it has not been quite one year yet since their installation; there is still a couple of months to go.  Staff will be coming back to the Council with the results of this study.  Mr. Odom questioned if the Council were to move forward today with the decision, how long would it be before they could implement the use of speed tables.  Mr. Sykes indicated construction is due to begin this summer.  Mr. Odom pointed out by this action Council may be creating a nonconforming cul-de-sac.  It may be appropriate to also consider speed tables or four-way stop signs and incorporate this into the contract.  Mayor Coble indicated that would be a challenge.  This request was a petitioned request from the neighbors.  To vote this down could injure the process.  The Hinton Street residents requested the improvements and this is important.  He feels the Council has an obligation to seriously consider their request.  He suggested that when the information is available on the speed tables that Council be very cautious in putting these things around town as it could become a problem.  He urged the Council to avoid temptation to put speed tables everywhere someone complains about traffic and indicated he will support the motion.

Mr. Kirkman pointed out the Department of Transportation did a study on the traffic level in this area.  He indicated the results of that study would make most people envious of living in this area as the vehicle per day count was relatively low with the improvements.

Mr. Congleton pointed out the interconnectivity is extremely important.  Godfrey was closed to Lynn Road, and people on Gainsborough could have said no.  The only people that go through here are taking a right from Creedmoor Road.  When he was on the Council previously he had a situation where the neighbors got extremely upset with him when he voted for interconnectivity on a particular issue.

Mr. Scruggs expressed concern regarding this project as it was passed in 1994 and what has taken so long he has no idea.  Since that time the neighborhood and the neighbors have changed considerably and he feels that folks that are living there now have not been allowed input into the process.  He pointed out his daughters have practiced on the soccer field, but the bigger picture is, as the City continues to grow, are our neighborhoods are becoming thoroughfares?

A vote was taken on the motion as stated that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative with the exception of Ms. Graw and Mr. Scruggs.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

SEWER MAIN INSTALLATION – HARE SNIPE CREEK – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Mr. Kirkman reported the Public Works Committee recommends adoption of a resolution directing the installation of approximately 375 feet of 8-inch sanitary sewer from existing main on Hare Snipe Creek east 375 feet to Braxton Development Company property using the original alignment as proposed by staff (PU-2001-1).

On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Odom moved the recommendation of the Committee be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Coble and put to a vote that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 913.

PIGEON HOUSE BRANCH – WATER QUALITY – REPORT RECEIVED

Mr. Kirkman reported the Public Works Committee has forwarded a report relating to this item for information purposes only and the item is continuing to be held in Committee for further study.

REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

THISTLEDOWN AREA – TRAFFIC, NUISANCE PARTIES – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Mr. Kirkman indicated it has been brought to his attention that in the Thistledown area, including the apartments, there have been reports of excessive traffic, vehicle parking too near driveways and intersections as well as speeding and unruly parties.  The homeowners in this area are very disturbed and he would like some increased police enforcement dispatched to the area.  This item was referred to Administration for a report.

HOTEL – DOWNTOWN AREA – REFERRED TO BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Mr. Kirkman indicated that he along with Mr. Congleton and Mr. Odom have recently had a brief meeting to discuss a proposal for a first class hotel in the downtown area to be developed by Roddy Jones.  Mr. Kirkman indicated he would like for the Budget and Economic Development Committee to look at this proposal and to sit down with Mr. Jones and discuss this proposal.  He indicated he has spoken with the members of City Council and there is an overall opinion of moving forward on this request.  He would for the Budget and Economic Development Committee to set this to be discussed at their next agenda so it can come back to the Council meeting on the 20th.  The Mayor indicated the item would be referred to Budget and Economic Development Committee.

NUISANCE ABATEMENT PROGRAM – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. West indicated he has been working with Mr. Scruggs, Mr. McCormick, Mr. Watkins and Ms. Carter on a comprehensive nuisance abatement program.  He feels this would be beneficial in terms of addressing issues of nuisance abatement.  He is to meet with the CAC’s and others to discuss this program more in detail and specific problems that may be related.  He feels this program will be beneficial and can address citizen requests.  He indicated that leadership should be provided as the City has the resources available and will also have the ability to look at outside resources.

2000/2001 SIDEWALK PROJECT – REQUEST – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Ms. Graw indicated she would like to ask Administration to furnish her with a list of the 2000/2001 sidewalk projects.

TRAFFIC CAMERAS – REPORT RECEIVED

Mr. Scruggs indicated he would simply like to provide an update regarding the issue of traffic cameras at intersections.  He explained that he along with Mr. McCormick, Mr. Kirkman, Major Knox, Mayor Brown and other representatives of Knightdale and Garner have met regarding the issues of legislative action to involve traffic cameras.  He feels lots of progress has been made, but there are still lots of questions to be answered.  He indicated they have looked at the Charlotte ordinance and hope they can work out the concerns of the Senators so this will be more readily accepted.

POLICE VEHICLES – OFF-DUTY USE – REFERRED TO LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

Mr. Shanahan indicated he has recently seen an article regarding the use of North Carolina State police vehicles being used at sporting events.  He would like to have a discussion with staff about this and feels there is a need for a policy for off-duty use of police vehicles.  He would like to refer this item to the Law and Public Safety Committee to develop an appropriate procedure.  Without objection the item was referred.

ST PATRICK’S DAY CELEBRATION AND PARADE – COMMENT RECEIVED

Mr. Shanahan indicated that Saturday, March 17, 2000 is St. Patrick’s Day and the Downtown area will host a parade and other events.  He encouraged everyone to attend.

CIAA TOURNAMENT – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mayor Coble indicated the CIWA tournament is wrapping up and feels this has been a great event.  He would like to take this opportunity to recognize and to thank Mr. Lawrence Wray in working with those members of the tournament.  He has done an outstanding job and had a very successful tournament.  Attendance this year was up 30 percent from the prior year and indicated that the Mayors of Charlotte and Winston-Salem were in town trying to convince the CIAA to consider their towns for future years.  He indicated they had committed to raise $500,000 of which $250,000 went to scholarships and the rest in putting on the event.  He indicated he co-chaired the fund raising event and the steering committee and they raised $550,000.  He asked if Acting City Manager Carter would pass the word onto to Mr. Wray.

Mr. West indicated he would like to echo the Mayor’s comments.  He indicated he has spoken to a number of people at the tournament and the response has been very good.  He would like to commend the Mayor in providing the leadership that he did as this speaks well for the City Council when the Mayor is out front.

Mayor Coble indicated he appreciated Mr. West’s comments and he never had a better time; it was a great sport and social event.

APPOINTMENTS

APPOINTMENTS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

Mayor Coble indicated he would like to hold any votes on the Planning Commission at this time because of the ongoing Coker Project.  This will insure Mr. Crowder’s ability to remain on the Planning Commission and keep other representatives from being questioned.  He would like to hold this vote and bring it back for appointments once the case is decided.

Ms. Graw questioned the process as the Planning Commission vote has not been heard.  Mayor Coble indicated that nominations are still open and feels it is best to freeze it as it is.  Ms. Graw pointed out it would be important to see how the City Council votes and would like to have some discussion on this.  Mayor Coble indicated that more than one City Council member agreed to hold their vote so the vote as shown would not be accurate.  Given the recent article in the paper and how Mr. Hopkins was treated he feels it is appropriate to hold any appointments at this time.  Mr. Crowder will continue to serve until he is replaced if he is replaced.  Ms. Graw indicated she would agree to that.

The City Clerk reported the following results of a ballot vote.

Human Resources and Human Relations Advisory Commission – Three Vacancies - Mr. Shanahan nominated Dale Shew and Conway Brooks.

Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board – Two Vacancies – Nominations Closed - Tom Wells – 3 (Scruggs, Kirkman and Graw) and Jan Kirshbaum – 3 (Coble, Congleton and West).  Mr. Kirkman withdrew the name of Erin Black..

Parks Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board – One Vacancy - Mr. Shanahan and Mayor Coble nominated Philip Eisley.

Convention Center Authority – One Vacancy – Joey Stansbury – 6 (Scruggs, Shanahan, Coble, Odom, West and Kirkman).

Greater Raleigh Convention and Visitors Bureau – One Vacancy – Citizen at Large – Mayor Coble nominated Will O’Neal.

Substance Abuse Advisory Commission – One Vacancy – No Nominations.

Raleigh Transit Authority – One Vacancy – Mark Shelbourne – 0; Michael Summerlin – 5 (Coble, Congleton, West, Kirkman and Graw).  Harold J. Pachios – 2 (Scruggs and Shanahan).

Appearance Commission – Two Vacancies – No Nominations.

Arts Commission – Three Vacancies – Mr. Shanahan nominated Jeanette Brooks.

Fair Housing Hearing Board – One Vacancy – Ann Burke – 7 (Scruggs, Shanahan, Congleton, Odom, West, Kirkman and Graw).

Telecommunications Commission – One Vacancy – Mr. Kirkman nominated Sam Garfield.

East Side Neighborhood Task Force – One Vacancy – No Nominations.

The Mayor announced the appointment of Joey Stansbury to the Convention Center Authority, Michael Summerlin to the Raleigh Transit Authority and Ann Burke to the Fair Housing Hearing Board.  All other items will be carried over to the next meeting.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

SWIFT CREEK INCORPORATION – RESOLUTION OF OPPOSITION ADOPTED
Mr. McCormick gave a brief history of the efforts of the Swift Creek Community to incorporate.  He indicated it was voted down, but the people have come back seeking legislation to incorporate this community.  If the City Council wishes to continue to oppose this incorporation he suggested the Council authorize him to make their opposition known and to prepare a resolution to that fact.  A motion was made by Mr. Odom to authorize the City Attorney to prepare a resolution of opposition to the Swift Creek incorporation.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Scruggs and put to a roll call vote that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 914.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK

MINUTES – FEBRUARY 20, 2001 – APPROVED

Council members received in their agenda packet copies of the minutes of the February 20, 2001 City Council meeting.  Mr. Odom moved adoption of the minutes as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Coble and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT ROLLS – PUBLIC HEARING

The following preliminary assessment rolls were presented.  It is recommended the assessment rolls be adopted which will establish a public hearing on Tuesday, April 3, 2001 to consider confirmation of costs as outlined in the rolls.

Street Improvement AR-821-Beaufort Street

Sidewalk Improvement AR-301- Beaufort Street

Street Improvement AR-822 – Beauty Avenue

Street Improvement AR-823 – Benjamin Street

Sidewalk Improvement AR 302 – Atlantic Avenue

Street Improvement AR-824 – Creech Road

Sidewalk Improvement AR-303 – Creech Road

The City Clerk reported there is a need to add Street Improvement AR-824A – Creech Road as it is relative to the Assessment Roll 824 as shown on the agenda, but covers those properties that lie outside of the City Limits.  A motion was made by Mr. Odom to uphold the recommendation as amended.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Coble and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolutions 915, 916, 917, 918, 919, 920, 921 and 922.

SURPLUS PROPERTY – 1402 EAST LENOIR STREET – SALE SUBJECT TO UPSET BID PROCESS

During the February 6, 2001, Council meeting, the Council authorized the sale of property located 1402 East Lenoir Street to Mr. Clifton Winston for $7,000 subject to the upset bid process.  All legal procedures have been followed and it is recommended the Council authorize the sale of the property to Clifton Winston for $7,000 with terms as included in the proposed resolution in the agenda packet.  A motion was made by Mr. Odom to uphold the recommendation as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Coble and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 923.

CLOSED SESSION MINUTES – FEBRUARY 5, 2001, FEBRUARY 6, 2001, FEBRUARY 11, 2001, FEBRUARY 18, 2001 AND FEBRUARY 20, 2001 – APPROVED

Council members received in their agenda packets copies of closed session minutes of February 5, 2001, February 6, 2001, February 11, 2001, February 18, 2001 and February 20, 2001.  Mr. Odom moved adoption of the minutes as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Coble and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

RECESS
Mayor Coble declared the meeting recessed at 2:30 p.m. to be reconvened at 7:00 p.m.

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular reconvened meeting on Tuesday, March 6, 2001 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers, Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina with all Council members present except Mr. Kirkman who arrived late.  Mayor Coble called the meeting to order and the following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

BOY SCOUT TROOP #325 – HAYES BARTON CHURCH – TROOP RECOGNIZED

Mayor Coble indicated he would like to recognize Boy Scout Troop #325 of the Hayes Barton Church who is present this evening working towards their citizenship award.

PARKS AND RECREATION TEAM PROGRAM – STUDENTS – RECOGNIZED

Mayor Coble recognized students in the audience that participated in the Parks and Recreation Team Program, and each student represented a Council member.  Mayor Coble explained that a number of good ideas have come out of this group such as the Police Mobile Command Center.  Mayor Coble presented each of the students City pins.

ARBOR DAY – PROCLAMATION

Mayor Coble read a proclamation indicating that the day of Saturday, March 10, 2001, would be proclaimed as Arbor Day.

APPOINTMENT – HUMAN RESOURCES AND HUMAN RELATIONS ADVISORY COMMISSION – NOMINATION MADE

Mr. Coble indicated he would like to reopen a business item that was heard in the afternoon and make a nomination to the Human Resources and Human Relations Advisory Committee of Mr. Michael Slawter.

LAUREL HILLS GREENWAY ACCESS – REFERRED TO REAL ESTATE COMMITTEE

Mr. Scruggs indicated he would like to mention an item in regard to greenway access needed in the Laurel Hills area.  He indicated residents of this area are having to go to Crabtree Valley and other locations to access the greenway and ask that this item be referred to the Real Estate Committee.  There were no objections and Mayor Coble indicated the item would be referred to the Real Estate Committee.

BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE – CLOSED SESSION REPORT

Mayor Coble reported that the Budget and Economic Development Committee met in closed session and a decision was made to present the following recommendations: to purchase three additional parcels adjacent to Marsh Creek Park that included the purchase of: 1) Parcels 1 and 2 owned by Roanoke River Associates located at 3451 Southall Road and 0 Southall Road consisting of a 43.90 acre parcel and a 3.29 parcel for the purchase price of $1,485,000 and, 2) Parcel 3 located at 3305 South Hall Road owned by Lucille Southall Barker consisting of a 2.4 acre tract for a purchase price of no more than $180,000.  All contracts are subject to City Attorney review and approval.  A motion was made by Mayor Coble to uphold the recommendation of the Committee.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kirkman absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

ENTERTAINMENT AND SPORTS ARENA – SIERRA CLUB RECOMMENDATIONS

Geoff Elting, representing the Sierra Club, would like to present for Council consideration an ecologically sensitive development plan for the area surrounding the Entertainment and Sports Arena.

Geoff Elting, 3709 Lubbock Drive, Raleigh, N.C. 27612, thanked the Council for the opportunity to appear on behalf of the Sierra Club to address the area surrounding the Entertainment and Sports Arena.  He congratulated the Council on their hiring of a City Manager and extended a thank you to Carolyn Carter for keeping the City intact during this time.  Mr. Elting indicated he is accompanied by Ms. Janet Cowell of 230 Grand Avenue and other representatives of the Sierra Club.  Mr. Elting indicated he would step aside to let Ms. Cowell present those recommendations.

Janet Cowell indicated in her report objectives for addressing the economically sensitive area around the Entertainment and Sports Arena are addressed in the handout she has presented.  The Sierra Club has continued to be involved in the process of this development.  Ms. Cowell explained the objectives are to protect the ecological sensitive areas within and around the 159-acre site and to establish a process to protect ecological sensitive areas while providing development opportunities in an appropriate manner.  Ms. Cowell briefly described the alternatives as proposed by the Sierra Club as shown on maps posted in the chambers.

There was brief discussion regarding the size of the tract at 159 acres and the possibility of shared parking options during the day and evening that involved the local high school as well as the fair grounds.  Ms. Cowell indicated there a number of positives included in the report that includes an increase in open space and a proposed mixed use development with only one major creek crossing.  Ms. Cowell explained that the alternatives as proposed would help to avoid the sensitive watershed in natural areas while reducing surface parking and maintaining similar square footage and multi-use characteristics.  Mayor Coble thanked Mr. Elting and Ms. Cowell for their presentation and indicated it may be appropriate to refer this issue to the Planning Commission for further study.  There were no objections.

MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

STREET NAME CHANGE SNC-6-99 – WOODLAWN COURT TO LAWN COURT - APPROVED

This was a hearing to consider changing the name of Woodlawn Court to Lawn Court.  Mayor Coble opened the hearing.

Mr. Odom questioned whether this was a petition for street name change by the property owners with Planning Director Chapman indicating it only involves two lots on a cul-de-sac.  No one else asked to speak thus the hearing was closed.  A motion was made by Mr. Odom to approve the request as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Coble and put to a vote with all members voting in the affirmative (Kirkman absent).  See Resolution 924.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

ANNEXATIONS – VARIOUS AREAS – HEARINGS – ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the following petitioned annexations.  If following the hearing Council wishes to proceed with the annexations it would be appropriate to adopt an ordinance annexing the properties affective June 30, 2001 and a resolution placing the properties in the appropriate electoral districts.

Location
District

Hadleigh Subdivision

B

Wynslow Park

B

Pearl Ridge Subdivision

C

Abbington Ridge Subdivision

C

Hedingham On The Neuse/Skycrest Drive Right-of-Way Greenway

B

Mayor Coble opened the hearings.  No one asked to be heard thus the hearings were closed.  Mr. Scruggs moved adoption of ordinances annexing the properties effective June 30, 2001 and a resolution placing the properties in the appropriate electoral districts.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kirkman absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Ordinances 955, 956, 957, 958, 959 and Resolution 925.

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT ROLLS – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider adoption of a resolution confirming charges for the following completed projects.

Sidewalk AR 300 – Van Dyke Avenue – according to charges outlined in Resolution 2001-863 adopted on February 6, 2001.  The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Odom moved adoption of a resolution confirming the charges as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Coble and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kirkman absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 926.

RESURFACING ASSESSMENT ROLL 815 – RAND DRIVE – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Resurfacing AR 815 – Rand Drive – according to charges outlined in Resolution 2001-864 adopted on February 6, 2001.  The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Odom moved adoption of a resolution confirming the charges as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Coble and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kirkman absent).  See Resolution 927.

STREET IMPROVEMENT ASSESSMENT ROLL 816 – BROOK DRIVE – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Street Improvement AR 816 – Brook Drive according to charges outlined in Resolution 2001-865 adopted February 6, 2001.  The Mayor opened the hearing.

Acting City Manager Carter indicated staff has a recommendation on this assessment roll different than what has been presented to the property owners.  Turnbridge was paved with curb and gutter on one side and determined a standard a number of years ago.  There are four lots affected by this and are indicated as Lots 8, 9 and 10.  The 150-foot exemption will be applied to these lots and staff is recommending that application.

Mr. John Waters, 3519 Turn Bridge asked the Council to consider staff’s recommendation.

Marion Petty indicated his daughter lives on the corner of Turn Bridge that is indicated as Lot 7 and asked if he would be included in that exemption.  Engineering Director Sykes indicated the 150-foot exemption would apply to Lot 7 as well.

No one else asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  A motion was made by Mr. Shanahan to uphold the recommendation as outlined by staff.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Coble and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kirkman absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 928.

STREET IMPROVEMENT ASSESSMENT ROLL 817 – COMMERCIAL PLACE – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Street Improvement AR 817 – Commercial Place – according to charges outlined in Resolution 2001-866 adopted on February 6, 2001.

The Mayor opened the hearing.

Malcolm McAllister, 2525 Wake Drive, indicated he purchased this property with an agreement from the owner to pay the associated assessments on this property.  The owner paid the assessments as outlined by the City and a check was received.  Sometime later he got a letter indicating that $2,000 of his assessment had been paid and there was a balance due of $2,074.  The result of a meeting with Engineering Director Sykes indicated that a mistake had been made by the assessment specialist that has since retired.  The rate as applied to this property was miscalculated.  He indicated he felt sorry for the Engineering Department because of the problems encountered in paving this one block.  It took over four months because of these problems.  He added the businesses in the area were raising cane because of the delays.  The City workers found an oil tank that was underneath the road that caused additional problems for staff.  He indicated because of the red tape that would be encountered if the City of Raleigh were to remove the tank he offered to remove this tank as a private owner and pay the bill of $2,800 and the work on the street continued.  He indicated he honestly thought he would get back the money from the City, but he did not and he is asking for some relief on the balance from the Council.

Mr. Scruggs questioned whether this affected all of the properties or just this one property.  Mr. Sykes indicated that during the meeting staff found out his case was unique and a prepayment had been made.  The $2,000 was paid based on a residential rate.  The assessment supervisor who has since retired did not catch the error.

A motion was made by Mayor Coble to waive the balance due on the assessment.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Scruggs and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kirkman absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 929.

STREET IMPROVEMENT ASSESSMENT ROLL 818 – DAVIS CIRCLE – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Street Improvement Assessment Roll 818 – Davis Circle – according to charges outlined in Resolution 2001-867 adopted on February 6, 2001.

The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Odom moved adoption of a resolution confirming the charges as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Coble and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kirkman absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 930.

STREET IMPROVEMENT ASSESSMENT ROLL 819 – AUTOMOTIVE WAY – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Street Improvement Assessment Roll 819 – Automotive Way – according to charges outlined in Resolution 2001-868 adopted on February 6, 2001.

The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Odom moved adoption of a resolution confirming the charges as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Coble and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kirkman absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 931.

STREET IMPROVEMENT ASSESSMENT ROLL 820 – WOODS PLACE – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Street Improvement Assessment Roll 820 – Woods Place – according to charges outlined in Resolution 2001-869 adopted on February 6, 2001.

The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Odom moved adoption of a resolution confirming the charges as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Coble and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kirkman absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 932.

SAWYER COURT – SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENTS – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider sidewalk improvements on Sawyer Court from McMakin Street along Sawyer Road to the beginning of the cul-de-sac.  Assessments will apply.

The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  A motion was made by Mr. Odom to adopt a resolution directing the sidewalk improvements on Sawyer Court.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Coble and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kirkman absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 933.

MAYFLOWER DRIVE – STREET IMPROVEMENTS – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider improvements to Mayflower Drive that include curb, gutters, drains and paving from Capital Boulevard to Pine Knoll Drive.  Assessments will apply.

The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  A motion was made by Mr. Odom to adopt a resolution directing street improvements to Mayflower Drive.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Scruggs and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kirkman absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 934.

COOKE STREET – IMPROVEMENTS – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider improvements to Cooke Street to include the installation of curbs, gutters, drains and paving from New Bern Avenue to East Edenton Street.  Assessments will apply.

The Mayor opened the hearing.

Claristeen Redfern owner of 612 E. Edenton and resides at 611 New Bern Avenue indicated she supported this request.

A motion was made by Mr. Odom to adopt a resolution directing the improvements to Cooke Street.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Coble and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kirkman absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 912.

TRANSYLVANIA AVENUE – STREET IMPROVEMENTS – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider improvements to Transylvania Avenue that include the installation of curbs, gutters, drains and paving from Forsyth Street to Granville Drive.  Assessments will apply.

Mr. Scruggs indicated he needs to recuse himself from voting on this item as he is a resident on this street.  A motion was made by Mayor Coble to recuse Mr. Scruggs from the vote.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kirkman absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  A motion was made by Mr. Shanahan to adopt a resolution directing improvements to Transylvania Avenue.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Coble and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kirkman absent, Scruggs recused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 911.

ANNEXATIONS – RIVERKNOLL AND HARRINGTON GROVE/DOMINION PARK/ACC AND LEESVILLE INDUSTRIAL PARKS/MT. HERMAN ROAD – HEARING – REFERRED TO COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

This was a hearing to consider the annexation of the following areas.  All legal procedures have been met in order to hold a public hearing.  In accordance with these procedures no decision should be made concerning annexation of these areas at this meeting.  If there are no further questions the areas can be placed on the next agenda to consider adopting annexation ordinances for these areas.  If there are questions concerning an area it has been past Council practice to refer the area to the Comprehensive Planning Committee for further discussion.  As required staff will make a brief presentation of the annexation report for each of the following areas:

Riverknoll

Harrington Gr./Dominion Park/ACC & Leesville Industrial Park/Mt. Herman Rd.

Karen Duke, a representative of the Planning Department, presented a brief presentation and review of services of the two annexation areas.  The first area includes the Riverknoll Subdivision which is a 62-acre tract that is predominantly residential with townhouses and single family dwellings that is located off Poole Road.  A portion of this property is City owned greenway.  She explained the area is contiguous to the current Raleigh city limits and has at least 12.5 percent of the aggregate external boundary coinciding with the municipal boundary.  In this  case the boundary of the area is 7,928.21 feet in length of which 37.14 percent coincides the existing municipal boundary.  Ms. Duke briefly covered the budget impacts of annexation of this area and that City water and sewer lines are currently available.  The Utilities Department has determined no additional water and sewer lines are needed.

Mayor Coble opened the hearing.

Lee Sullivan, 2000 Ranch Mill Circle, indicated he had a number of questions that include whether the City proposes to take over the maintenance of the existing private roads in this subdivision.  He added that currently the homeowners are having to pay for street lighting and questioned whether the City would take this issue over into their budget as well as the assessment rate per homeowner if the City takes over the currently private streets.

Ms. Carter indicated these questions would be more appropriately answered in the Comprehensive Planning Committee where in-depth discussion could take place.  She added the City will take over the street lighting, but would have to make sure the lighting is in concert with City standards.

Mr. West questioned how trash pickup is handled with Mr. Sullivan pointing out they currently have a private contract for trash collection.  They also currently have volunteer fire and police services, but understands these services will fall under the City if the property is annexed.

Ray Rodriquez, 1724 Riverknoll Drive, indicated he has done some calculations and determined that the homeowners will spend $131.44 more per year and questioned what will they get for that amount.  Mayor Coble indicated they will receive police, fire and rescue services as well as trash collection.  Mr. Rodriquez questioned where is the closest 911 with Ms. Carter indicating that 911 is a computer dispatch system for this area has not been implemented yet.  Mr. Rodriquez indicated he would like to see better budget impact figures and a more detailed criteria for annexation.  He explained he has been at this residence since 1986.  The roads have deteriorated somewhat and he called the City about it and was told that the streets were not built to City standards.  This is an issue he would like to address as well.  Ms. Carter indicated these questions will be answered in the Comprehensive Planning Committee.

Eric Daniels, 5525 Bell Camp Court, explained that police, fire and rescue services are all running short of personnel and it is hard to keep up with what is out there now.  He questioned where will Riverknoll fare in this whole situation.  He indicated that being a policeman himself he knows of the shortage of personnel and questioned why take on more areas through annexation if there is a shortage and cannot look after the areas we have now.  Mr. Odom indicated he feels the City of Raleigh has the best police and fire services in the country.  The issue of private roads will have to be answered in Comprehensive Planning at a later date.  In annexing an area homeowners tend to save money in the long run, but these questions will be answered in Comprehensive Planning Committee.  He asked the residents to help get the information out and feels the police, fire and rescue response rate is equal to none.  He agrees there is a personnel shortage, but that shortage is nationwide and not just a Raleigh problem.

Mr. Daniels pointed out he is very aware of the shortages that exist.  There are places in the City where one can be in for 8 to 10 hours and never see a police car.  Mr. Congleton pointed out that police, fire and rescue are currently serving his adjacent neighbors so it will just be a matter of filling in the gaps and will not be an additional burden.

Bruce Dear, 5627 Rosalyn Court, indicated his parents reside in the Riverknoll Subdivision.  He indicated he has the same questions as Mr. Rodriquez and is curious about the long and short term goals of this proposal.  He would also question whether there are any proposals for low cost housing or shopping malls that are proposed for the area.

Mr. Coble indicated all these questions would be answered in the Comprehensive Planning Committee.  There being no questions the hearing was closed.  Mayor Coble indicated this item would be referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee.

Planner Duke presented the Harrington Grove annexation proposal outlining its qualifications and estimated revenue analysis.

Planner Duke explained that the proposed annexation for the Harrington Grove/Dominion Park area is adjacent to the Raleigh City Limits and 45.11 percent of the aggregate external boundary of the area coincides with the existing city limits.  The site is not located within the boundary of another incorporated municipality.  She went on to indicate that the area consist of 1,019 acres with an estimated population of 4,841 persons.  The area developed for urban purposes is divided into lots and tracts much of which are 3 acres or less in size.  Planner Duke went on to explain the revenue impacts of annexation of this area that will provide police, fire, rescue and trash services.  She added that portions of the area are currently served by both City water and sewer lines, but in order to completely service the area as it develops minor water and sewer lines may be needed.

(Mr. Kirkman arrived at 7:55 p.m.)

Mr. Chuck Dufresne, 12112 Downy Court, indicated he has a petition from the Harrington Grove Association that he would like to submit into the record.  He pointed out part of the problem where the street construction standards were changed midway and something happened.  He has been in this area since 1992 and he is very much concerned about property values with private streets versus public streets.  Mr. Dufresne submitted the petition into the record.

Mike Dalton, 11809 Scannery Place, indicated he too has some private street concerns.  He has listened to the presentation for annexing of this area and feels the City believes they can provide services at a competitive rate and increase their tax rate.  Harrington Grove currently has private streets and the homeowners are paying dues for their maintenance and that includes two homeowners associations.  If this area is annexed will they have to pay additional property taxes and get a disproportionate share of the services.  He suggested since the community was developed around 1985 and at that time the private street standards were different perhaps grandfathering of the streets as they exist could be considered.  He also suggested if this property were to be annexed to spread this out over the next two years and in year three to bring the street standards up to City standards.

Amy Zaremba, 12208 Inglehurst Drive, indicated she is representing the Homeowners Association from The Commons.  Ms. Zaremba indicated she has a petition to submit into the record as well as a letter.  She asked the Council to consider annexation of Harrington Grove at a lower tax rate because of the existence of private roads.  The letter she would like to submit to the Engineering Department is a formal request for the Engineering Department to review the roads to determine if they qualify to be taken over by the City.  Ms. Zaremba read the letter into the record as follows:

“February 26, 2001

To Whom It May Concern:

On behalf of the residents of The Commons at Harrington Grove, we would like to make a formal request to the City of Raleigh Engineering Department to perform a review of our roads to make a determination as to whether or not our roads will qualify to be taken over for maintenance by the City as a result of annexation.

It is our contention that the review should be done by the standards set by the City for roads constructed at the time our roads were constructed, (The mid 1980’s) and not at today’s standards.  Since the developer of our neighborhood provided for City water and sewer services, prior to the neighborhood development, the City of Raleigh approved plans for development.  Since the City previously approved those plans, it is our belief that the City should now accept our roads for maintenance upon annexation.

We would like this review to be completed immediately.

Respectfully,

The Commons at Harrington Grove Homeowner’s Association”

No one else asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mayor Coble indicated this item would be referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee.

Mr. Odom indicated the Comprehensive Planning Committee would not meet the following week because he would be out of town.

Mr. Shanahan indicated the Law and Public Safety Committee would probably be moved up earlier into the day due to the lack of a Comprehensive Planning Committee meeting.

ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:

Donna Hester

Deputy City Clerk
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