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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session on Tuesday, January 15, 2002, at 1:00 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 West Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina with the following present:




Mayor Meeker, Presiding




Mr. Kirkman




Mr. Odom




Ms. Cowell




Mr. Hunt




Mr. Shanahan




Mr. West

Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Dr. Sam Wynn, St. Marks United Methodist Church.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Council Member James P. West.  Mayor Meeker pointed out Mr. Isley is in court and would not be at the meeting today.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS

PROCLAMATION - EXECUTIVE WOMEN'S WEEK - PROCLAIMED

Mayor Meeker read a proclamation proclaiming Executive Professional Women's Week in the City of Raleigh.  The Proclamation was accepted by Patti.

Gillenwater, Chair of the Chamber's Executive Women's Program Task Force and Billie Redmond.

PROCLAMATION - RALEIGH-WAKE MARTIN LUTHER KING CELEBRATION COMMITTEE - PROCLAIMED

Mayor Meeker introduced Bruce Lightner, Dr. Harshaw and members of the Martin Luther King Celebration Committee.  Mayor Meeker read a Proclamation proclaiming January 15 as the Raleigh-Wake Martin Luther King Celebration Committee Day in the City of Raleigh.  Dr. Harshaw, in accepting the Proclamation, talked about the work of Martin Luther King, Jr. in bringing the nation and the world together.  Mayor Meeker stated each year the Committee seems to do more and more in celebration of the life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and expressed appreciation pointing out everyone benefits.

PROCLAMATION - UNITED FOR STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT DAY - PROCLAIMED

Mayor Meeker read a Proclamation proclaiming February 21, 2002 as United for Student Achievement Day.  The Proclamation was accepted by Valerie Brown and Ruby M. Turner of the MLK Resource Center.

COMMENDATION - CARL BUSH COMMENDED

Mayor Meeker read a statement explaining last year the City Council of the City of Raleigh passed an ordinance requiring Raleigh youth under the age of 16 to wear a helmet when riding a bicycle or any non-motorized vehicle on public property.  He pointed out Carl Bush noticed that in a number of the bicycle rodeos many of the children had bicycles that needed repair work.  He pointed out Mr. Bush taught himself to repair bicycles and has been hard at work with the youth of Raleigh.  Mayor Meeker explained many parents and children have commented on Mr. Bush's dedication and enthusiasm.  Mayor Meeker presented a Plaque of Appreciation to Mr. Bush for his efforts in helping teach safe biking to children of Raleigh.

SMART GROWTH - REPORT RECEIVED

John O'Neil stated he is a member of the Commission on Smart Growth.  He presented Council members with a copy of the report and referred Council the summary of Core principles listed on Page 12 and the conclusions and executive summary.  He gave the website address and stated he would be happy to answer any questions.  Mayor Meeker stated after the City Council reviews the report the Council could determine what steps to take.

WAKE SMILES - INFORMATION RECEIVED

Dr. Rob Doherty talked about learning of the number of dental emergencies that was handled by a Durham clinic and the number of those emergencies being people City of Raleigh.  He also told about the closing of dental clinic in Newton Grove.  He stated the dental professionals in the City of Raleigh find this to be an unacceptable situation.  They have come together and are preparing to open a 10-chair dental clinic for low income children and adults.  He stated about 75 of the local representatives will be giving their time and expertise to staff this clinic.  He stated they are not funded by Federal, State or County, they are a private not for profit group which will be depending on grants and donations.  He stated they plan to open the clinic on New Bern Avenue near Wake Med in the spring of this year.  He recognized Dr. Knox McMillian, Chairman of Wake Smiles.  Dr. Doherty stated he was at the meeting to tell the Council about the good things that are happening and asked the Council to help them get the word out to people in the area.  They need ideas and help on transportation and community outreach.

Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to all involved in this effort and asked that someone in Community Services contact the group and see how the City can help and make sure people are aware of the service.  Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to all involved.

PROCLAMATION - RALPH CAMPBELL, JR. - SIGNED

Mayor Meeker pointed out Ralph Campbell, Jr., served on the Raleigh City Council between 1985 and 1992.  He stated Mr. Campbell recently underwent heart bypass surgery and he had asked that a Proclamation of Appreciation wishing him well be drafted to be signed by all Council members.  He passed the proclamation around to be signed and pointed out he understands Mr. Campbell is doing well and the Council wishes him well.

HOUSING - MARTIN PARK - AWARDS RECOGNIZED

City Manager Allen introduced Eileen Breazeale and Cliff Zimmer and talked about the City's effort to build single-family home ownership affordable housing.  He stated one of the projects Martin Park is an example and 558 Martin Park was a Silver Award winner in the Parade of Homes.  He introduced David Mauer and Michael Diseala and presented them with a plaque and expressed appreciation for a job well done.

SNOW - CITY RESPONSE - COMMENDED

Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to the City staff who worked so hard in the recent snowstorm.  He commended the City Manager, City Administration and the people who worked long hard hours overnight clearing the streets.  He stated they did a great job pointing out a 10 to 11 inch snow fall happens only about once a decade in our City and it is difficult to prepare for and deal with but the City did a great job and he asked the City Manager to convey that to the City staff who worked so hard.

CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Meeker presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion.  If a Councilor requests discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  The vote on the Consent Agenda will be a roll call vote.  Mayor Meeker stated he had received a request from Mr. Kirkman to withdraw the Northeast Raleigh Elevated Water Storage Tank item from the Consent Agenda.  Without objection, that item was withdrawn.  Mr. Odom moved Administration's recommendations on the remaining items on the Consent Agenda be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  The items on the Consent Agenda were as follows.

ANNEXATION - 2002 PROGRAM - REPORTS ADOPTED

The City Council has previously approved Resolutions of Intent to consider two proposed City initiated annexation areas.  The approved processing schedule for annexation requires adoption of the official annexation reports at the regularly scheduled City Council meeting on January 15, 2002.  This must be done to meet State Statutes which require a minimum of 30 days between report adoption and the public information meeting date(s).  Information meeting dates have been set for February 19 and 20, 2002 followed by a public hearing set for March 5, 2002.  Upon adoption the report will be made available to the public in the Clerk's office.  Generally, the report describes how the proposed annexation areas meet statutory annexation requirements and how the City plans to extend municipal services to the areas.  Also as required by State Statutes, the part of the annexation report describing how the annexation will affect the City’s finances and services, including City revenue change estimates, will be delivered to the Clerk of the County Board of Commissioners.

Recommendation:  That the Council adopt the 2002 Annexation Reports.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman - 7 ayes (Isley absent).  See Resolutions 254 and 255.

MUNICIPAL AGREEMENT - REINSPECTION OF BRIDGES - APPROVED

The North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) has developed the agreement to inspect 45 bridges on the Municipal Street System, which is required by federal law.  The total cost is $48,000.  The funding is in place.

Recommendation:  Approval for City Manager to execute the agreement with NCDOT.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman - 7 ayes (Isley absent).  See Resolution 256.

SWIFT CREEK INCORPORATION - RESOLUTION OF OPPOSITION - RECONFIRMED

The Mayor has received a letter from the President of the Middle Creek/Swift Creek Community Alliances, Inc. requesting the Council’s approval of a resolution for the proposed incorporation of this area.  The letter and attachments were included in the agenda packet.

On March 6, 2001, the City Council passed Resolution No. 2001-914 unanimously in opposition to this incorporation.  The minutes and resolution were included in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  That the Council continue the position of the City as outlined in Resolution No. 2001-914.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman - 7 ayes (Isley absent)

REZONING - SCHEDULE FOR MARCH HEARINGS - APPROVED

The Planning Department has received 13 requests for rezoning to be held at the Tuesday, March 19, 2002, public hearing.  There may be several text changes and comprehensive plan amendments.

Recommendation:  One hearing to be scheduled at 6:30 p.m., on the evening of Tuesday, March 19, 2002, and that the zoning tour be held on Monday, March 18, 2002 starting at 8:30 a.m.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman - 7 ayes (Isley absent).

WATER AND SEWER PROJECTS - AMENDMENT #4/DEWBERRY & DAVIS, INC. - APPROVED - FUNDS APPROPRIATED

The City currently has an agreement with Dewberry & Davis, Inc., for the design of new and replacement water and sewer mains at various locations.  Amendment #4 in the amount of $54,975 is for additional sewer work not included in the original contract.

Recommendation:   That the Council approve Amendment #4 and the budgetary transfer.

Transferred From:

325-8468-79001-975
Main Replacement

$54,975.00

Transferred To:

325-8804-79201-975
Wycliff Road


$54,975.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman - 7 ayes (Isley absent).  See Ordinance 147 TF 62.

PERSONNEL RECLASSIFICATION - POLICE DEPARTMENT - APPROVED

There are two key areas of Police Department service which need to be addressed by the temporary reclassification of unfilled sworn police officer positions to civilian positions during mid-year of this budget.  It is anticipated these sworn positions would be restored in the 2002-2003 budget process.

A public information officer position is proposed for the Police Department who would be dedicated to the needs of the department in working with the media and citizens.  The person in this position will be responsible for preparing news releases, arranging news conferences, conducting on-camera interviews, handling police record requests and for public information related to police activities.  To do this an existing police officer position (pay grade 30) is to be reclassified to Public Information Officer (pay grade 37).

The State of North Carolina General Assembly has mandated a traffic stop data collection program which was implemented on January 1, 2002 and requires the collection and reporting of extended data on all traffic stops conducted by Raleigh police officers.  This data must be submitted to the State Bureau of Investigation (SBI) on a monthly basis.  In order to meet this requirement the Police Department will need to downgrade two (2) police officer positions (pay grade 30) to two (2) Police Records Technician positions (pay grade 25).

These reclassifications will not change the number of budgeted positions for the Department and funds are available within the existing Police Department personnel budget.

Recommendation:  Approval.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman - 7 ayes (Isley absent).

STC-10-01- PHYLLIS DRIVE - RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

The City has been petitioned by William B. Hood of Jerry Turner and Associates, Inc., agent for Robert I. and Ann S. Sealy, and Carl Randolph Jr. and Kathy S. Aliff, to close all of Phyllis Drive west of its intersection with Marilyn Drive.  The portion of Phyllis Drive petitioned to be closed is an unimproved right-of-way containing no public or private infrastructure.

Recommendation:  That the Council adopts a resolution authorizing a public hearing to be held on Tuesday, February 19, 2002.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman - 7 ayes (Isley absent).  See Resolution 261.

BUDGET AMENDMENT - VARIOUS - ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented the following recommended budget amendments:

Community Services - $269,670 - to set up budget to disperse the funds to the appropriate line items as specified in 2002 grant year for Foster Grandparents program.  This program pairs retirees with at-risk children who require tutoring, companionship, etc.

Community Services - $181,323 - to set up budget to disperse funds to the appropriate line items as specified in 2002 grant year.  This relates to the RSVP Program which places retirees in nonprofit organizations, hospitals, day-care centers, etc. to assist with various tasks.

The agenda outlined the revenue and expenditure accounts involved in the recommended budget amendments.

Recommendation:  Approve amendments as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman - 7 ayes (Isley absent).  See Ordinance 147 TF 62.

TRANSFER - PUBLIC UTILITIES DEPARTMENT - APPROVED

The agenda presented a transfer in the amount of $109,200 in the Public Utilities Department to provide funds for gate security at the Neuse River Wastewater Treatment Plant for the remainder of FY2001-02.  The agenda outlined the Code accounts involved.

Recommendation:  Approval of the transfer as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman - 7 ayes (Isley absent).  See Ordinance 147 TF 62.

BID - WORTHDALE/KENTWOOD PARK RESTROOM RENOVATION - BID AWARDED TO BLAIR CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC.

Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, bids were received and publicly opened on July 19, 2001 by John Hoppe, Parks and Recreation Department for restroom renovations for the buildings at Worthdale and Kentwood Parks.  Council members received a complete bid tabulation in their agenda packet.  Blair construction submitted the low bid in the amount of $106,588.75 and an MWBE participation of 5.3%.

Recommendation:  Approval of the contract with Blair Construction Company, Inc.  Funds will be handled administratively.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman - 7 ayes (Isley absent).

PU-2010-WADE AVENUE/GLENWOOD AVENUE - PROJECT DROPPED

P.U. 2000-10, a sewer main extension to property in the southeast quadrant of the intersection of Wade Avenue and Glenwood Avenue, was previously heard and after discussion referred to Administration.  It has been determined that a main extension is not needed to serve the property at this time.

Recommendation:    That Council drop this project.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman - 7 ayes (Isley absent).

END OF CONSENT AGENDA

NORTHEAST RALEIGH ELEVATED WATER STORAGE TANK PROJECT - AMENDMENT #1/HAZEN & SAWYER - APPROVED - FUNDS APPROPRIATED

The City currently has an agreement with Hazen and Sawyer for the design of the Northeast Raleigh Elevated Water Storage Tank.  Amendment #1 in the amount of $335,000 is for design and construction administration of a 0.5 million gallon elevated storage tank and booster pump station to serve Rolesville, as approved as part of the Rolesville merger.

Recommendation:  That the Council approve Amendment #1, the budgetary transfer and the budget amendment.

Transferred From:

310-0000-40038-000
Surplus Reserve Rolesville Oper
$300,000.00

Transferred To:

320-9003-79201-975
Rolesville Elevated Tank

$300,000.00

Revenue Account:

310-5212-52810-000
Water Sales



$ 35,000.00

Expense Account:

320-9003-79201-975
Rolesville Elevated Tank

$ 35,000.00

Mr. Kirkman asked the City Manager to explain this item.  City Manager Allen pointed out this is an existing engineering agreement.  The City needs to have another tank designed and have negotiated the contract with Hazen & Sawyer in the amount of $335,000.  This is in the range of what it would be to go out with for a new negotiation.  Mr. Kirkman stated as he understands this is a new subcontract in an existing contract not an overrun with Mr. Allen pointing out that is correct.  Mr. Kirkman moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative  (Isley absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Ordinance 147 TF 62.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA - APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Meeker presented the Planning Commission consent agenda indicating it would be handled in the same manner as the regular consent agenda.  He stated he had received a request from Mr. Kirkman to withdraw CP-40-01.  Without objection, that item was withdrawn from the Planning Commission Consent Agenda.  Mr. Odom moved the Planning Commission's recommendations on the remaining items on the Consent Agenda be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  The items on the Planning Commission Consent Agenda were as follows.

REZONING Z-47-01 - MITCHELL MILL ROAD - 30 DAY EXTENSION OF TIME APPROVED

This request is to rezone approximately 2.7 acres, currently zoned Residential-6 Conditional Use.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Shopping Center Conditional Use.

CP-21-01  Adoption of this request will require a Comprehensive Plan amendment to change the land use classification to allow retail uses and to incorporate this tract either into the existing Residential Retail area at this location, or establish an additional Residential Retail area.

CR-10335 from the Planning Commission recommends that the City Council grant a 30-day time extension (February 12, 2002) for the continued review of this request by the Planning Commission.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman - 7 ayes (Isley absent).

REZONING Z-67-01 - MITCHELL MILL ROAD - REQUEST FOR A 30-DAY EXTENSION OF TIME - APPROVED

This request is to rezone approximately 3.61 acres, currently zoned Residential-4.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Shopping Center Conditional Use.

CP-40-01  This zoning case should be considered as part of the proposed Forestville/Mitchell Mill Small Area Plan.  CR-10336 from the Planning Commission recommends that City Council grant a 30-day time extension (February 12, 2002) for the continued review of this request by the Planning Commission.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda - Odom/Kirkman - 7 ayes (Isley absent).

REZONING Z-81-01 - WOODBURN ROAD - APPROVED WITH REVISED CONDITIONS

This request is to rezone approximately 0.2 acre, currently zoned Residential-6.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Residential–15 Conditional Use.

CR-10337 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved in accordance with revised conditions dated January 9, 2002.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman - 7 ayes (Isley absent).  See Ordinance 148 ZC 510.

REZONING Z-71-01 - LEADMINE ROAD - DENIED

This request is to rezone approximately 0.35 acre, currently zoned Residential-4.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Office and Institutuion-1.

CP-43-01  The approval of this rezoning request would require an amendment to the Creedmoor Road Corridor Plan designating this site for high density residential, office and institutional uses, as shown on adjacent properties.  If this tract is considered to be part of the Crabtree City Focus, the Policy Boundary Line should be shifted to include this tract within the focus.  The Crabtree Valley Small Area Plan is currently under development and is scheduled to go to public hearing in January of 2002.

CR-10338 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be denied.   Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman - 7 ayes (Isley absent).

SNC-14-01 - COUNTRY CLUB DRIVE/WAKE DRIVE - RESOLUTION CHANGING NAME ADOPTED

This request is to approve a street name change from Country Club Drive to Wake Drive, pursuant to Standard Procedure 900-9(D) regarding 100% property owner approval of non-duplicative street name.

CR-10339 from the Planning Commission recommends that the name Country Club Drive be changed to Wake Drive, and that the street addressees of 2145 and 2147 be changed to 2445 and 2447 respectively.  That item be forwarded to City Council for approval on January 15, 2002; and, that this name change be made effective March 29, 2002.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman - 7 ayes (Isley absent).  See Resolution 257.

SNC-16-01 - POTOMAC AVENUE POTOMAL COURT - RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

This request is to approve a street name change from Potomac Avenue to Potomal Court, pursuant to Standard Procedure 900-9(D) regarding less than 100% property owner approval of non-duplicative street name.

CR-10340 from the Planning Commission recommends that the name Potomac Avenue be changed to Potomal Court. That item be forwarded to City Council for authorization of public hearing to be held February 5, 2002; and that this name change be made effective March 29, 2002.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman - 7 ayes (Isley absent).  See Resolution 258.

END OF PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA

CP-40-01 - WAKEFIELD CROSSROADS SMALL AREA PLAN - REFERRED TO THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

This request is to amend the Comprehensive Plan by adopting the recommendations of the Wake Crossroads Small Area Plan to include the following actions:

1. Designate the Wake Crossroads plan area a Neighborhood Focus and include the development guidelines detailed in the SAP.

2. Designate the area currently zoned Neighborhood Business CUD on Louisburg Road west of the Brighton subdivision a Retail Area in a Gateway Corridor.

3. Amend the Collector Street Plan to include the interconnecting grid of public streets in the neighborhood center core.

4. Designate a 110-foot right-of-way for Mitchell Mill Road between Forestville and Watkins Roads to accommodate a 20 foot landscaped median.

CR-10334 from the Planning Commission recommends the adoption of the Wake Crossroads Small Area Plan as an amendment to the Comprehensive Plan.  Planning Commission Chairman Thompson explained the proposal.  Mr. Kirkman suggested the item be referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee to make sure nothing has been missed.  Mr. Odom pointed out this was an initiative by the neighborhood and it hit some hot spots for development.  He stated a lot has been anticipated on the part of the people living there.  He stated he is ready to vote on the issue but would not object to it being referred to Committee.  Without objection the item was referred to Comprehensive Planning Committee.

SPECIAL ITEMS

PUBLIC NUISANCE COST CONFIRMATION - 212 BLEDSOE AVENUE - ADMINISTRATIVE FEE WAIVED

Inspections Director Ellis pointed out Albert Smith appeared at the last meeting and expressed concern that he was double charged for work done at 212 Bledsoe Avenue.  Mr. Smith stated he had cleaned the property and also received an assessment from the City for cleaning the property.  Mr. Ellis pointed out the City has a video and pictures showing the property before the City cleaned it and after the City cleaned it.  He stated he had worked with Mr. Smith and also showed him the video.  Mr. Smith has acknowledged that the City did do the work; however, is concerned about the charge.  In response to questioning Inspections Director Ellis pointed out the total cost was $247; $122 for doing the work plus a $125 administrative fee.

Mr. West pointed out he had talked to a Mr. Smith on numerous occasions concerning this issue.  There is no question about the cleanup and the work.  Mr. Smith hired someone to do the work and that person did not complete the job as the City requested.  Mr. Smith seems to be caught in the middle and feels he has been mistreated.  Mr. West stated based on the extenuating circumstances he would suggest that the City reduce the fee may be 25% or 30%.  Mayor Meeker moved that the Council charge Mr. Smith the $122 for abating the nuisances and waive the City's administrative charge of $125.00.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Cowell and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley absent). The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

CENTER FOR VOLUNTEER CARE GIVING - TO APPLY FOR FUNDING THROUGH HUMAN RESOURCES AND HUMAN RELATIONS ADVISORY GRANT COMMITTEE

The Center for Volunteer Care Giving is a private nonprofit group based in Cary which coordinates and provides volunteers for the elderly or others in need of transportation for critical services.  The City has provided funding for this agency over the last several years and they have a good track record of service.

It is anticipated this group will apply for funding in 2002-03 through the Human Services budgeting process as the Council directed from last year.  One criteria for applicants is the maintenance of a Raleigh address.  Since this group does not meet that criteria, Councilor Shanahan requested that the Council clarify their eligibility for consideration based on their service to Raleigh citizens and their history of funding from the City.

Mr. Shanahan pointed out the City Council has unanimously supported funding for the Center for Volunteer Care Giving during the last three budget cycles.  He pointed out his wife is a member of the Board and very active in this group.  He explained the work of the group which includes driving services for the elderly or disabled, staying with people during doctor's appointments, etc.  The Center gives back approximately $2.21 in value per dollar they take in.  He pointed out they have been involved in a glitz in trying to move through the City's Human Service funding process.  The City's process requires a presence or a post office box in Raleigh.  The group is physically located in Cary.  He stated in hopes of not opening a Pandora's box, he would like for the Council to agree to putting them in the funding process.  He is not asking the Council to agree to funding them through the process but to allow them to apply and go through the process.  Mr. Shanahan moved that the Council waive the requirement for a Raleigh address and let the Center for Volunteer Care Giving apply for funding through the Human Resources Grant process.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Cowell.

Mr. Odom questioned if approving this motion would be opening a Pandora's box or are we going to let others apply or is this motion just for this particular group.  Mr. Meeker suggested that the Council get a copy of the previous report as to how this has worked in the past.  He stated the motion is to allow the group to go through the process.  He referred to a December 7 letter, which explains the process and the chronology of the group trying to apply.  Mr. Kirkman pointed out he knows this group interacts very good with staff but questioned if funding the group does provide a needed service and how it would relate to the transit system.  Mayor Meeker stated if the group goes through the process the Human Resources Grant Committee could consider that interaction.  Mr. West questioned the rationale of limiting this funding to groups with City of Raleigh addresses with Mr. Shanahan pointing out the City wants the services provided by the various groups to be done in Raleigh and in this case a preponderance of the work is on behalf of the citizens of Raleigh.  Mr. West stated he understands the local piece and would like to see information on the impact the group has in Raleigh.  The motion as stated was put to a vote and passed unanimously (Isley absent).  The Mayor ruled he motion adopted.

TTA STATION LOCATION - WYE LOCATION SUPPORTED WITH RESERVATIONS

During the January 2, 2002 Council meeting, the Comprehensive Planning Committee was prepared to make a recommendation that the Council reaffirm its previous position on the TTA Station locations with a preference for Wye site being voiced.

Mr. Kirkman made a motion that the City Council support the Wye location with added conditions including the southern station platform at the northern end of the alternative non at grade crossing at Boylan Avenue and ask the Transit Authority to incorporate a pedestrian bicycle connection replacing the old Martin Street viaduct with a clear emphasis on pedestrian and bicycle connections back to the Downtown area and full pedestrian bicycle connections to the TTA Station.

By general consensus, it was agreed to place the item on this agenda for further consideration.

Mr. Kirkman pointed out during the next Public Works Committee, the Committee will have representatives of the Triangle Transit Authority and the Airport Authority present to discuss TTA station locations and the work of the Triangle Transit Authority in general and other items that are detailed in the current plan.  He stated he feels the City's preference and position needs to be in place for the TTA Board meeting scheduled for January 29.  Mr. Kirkman stated the Wye location provides better connection to our future intermodal facilities, better accessibility to the Amtrak station and a future connection to Southeast Raleigh, better opportunities for redevelopment on the downtown side of the station location, and better potential for pedestrian connections to downtown for Boylan Heights residents.  Mr. Kirkman moved that the Raleigh City Council affirm it's endorsement of the Wye location as the preferred alternative for the downtown Raleigh station.  However, the City has strong reservations about the at grade crossing on Boylan Avenue and requests that the TTA aggressively seek alternatives to the at grade crossing.  In addition, the City requests that the TTA work to locate the station platform location northward toward the Dillon Supply property to reduce any possible impacts on the Boylan Heights neighborhood and so that the station itself can be better integrated into the downtown Raleigh streetscape.

Mr. Odom stated he had asked that this be held over when discussed at the last meeting.  He stated he feels he agrees with the Wye location and he thinks the action the Council should take is the say it agrees with the Wye location and then start talking about the statement read by Mr. Kirkman.  Mr. Shanahan expressed concern pointing out he assumes when the City Council takes these votes we will begin to see construction and 

questioned if the TTA has the authority to condemn land for station.  Carter Worthy, TTA representative, indicated the TTA does have the authority to condemn land but it is clearly their desire to try to get everyone on the same page.  She talked about the Wye location and the preference of TTA.

Mr. Shanahan expressed concern pointing out he feels it is extremely dangerous for the Council to just pluck one station location out and endorse the concept.  He stated to suggest that the Council is going to support the Wye or any location without the resolution of all of the issues relating to the rail being resolved he thinks is dangerous.  He stated if the TTA builds the system it is his understanding that at best only 1% of the City's population will be riders and billons of dollars are being spent.  He expressed concern that there are no plans to go to the airport or Southeast Raleigh and now the North Raleigh location is being put off but the Council is being asked to endorse certain stations.  He stated many people think the train has already left the station.  The Council is being asked to endorse certain elements before the whole plan is together.  He stated the discussion should be held in Public Works Committee and some decisions reached before voting on certain locations.  He stated he does not feel what is happening is a proper way to proceed.  Mr. Kirkman explained he has attended and been involved in a number of planning sessions and in this process.  He stated a lot of decisions have to be made before the final product is put together.  He talked about having to do things in segments and this allows the Council a chance to make early comments before we get into the exact details.  He stated it is important for the TTA and the Board to know where the Council stands on certain details.  He talked about the process, the potential for ridership and the various elements of the plan.  The motion as put forth by Mr. Kirkman was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Shanahan and Mr. Odom who voted in the negative (Isley absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

GREATER RALEIGH CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU - LOAN REQUEST - REFERRED TO BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

The City has received a request for funding from the GRCVB for $125,000 to restore programs to their budget, which were cut due to a downturn in the local hospitality industry.  The specific programs, cost and a repayment schedule are included in their letter of request, which is in the agenda packet.  They are making the same request to the Wake County Board of Commissioners.  The Council may wish to refer this to the appropriate committee for further discussion.

City Manager Allen explained the request and pointed out the GRCVB has reduced their budget by about $800,000 including reduction of some staff.  He stated they have come to the City and will be going to the County asking for a $125,000 loan.  He stated Council members received more details in their agenda packet explaining how this money would be used.  He stated it may be appropriate to refer this request to the appropriate committee.  Mayor Meeker suggested the item be referred to Budget and Economic Development Committee.  He pointed out the hospitality area is one that has been drastically affected by the economic problems nationwide.  He stated the Council may want to make sure of Wake County's position on this request.

Mr. Shanahan pointed out when the Committee discusses this item, he would request that they look carefully at the line items or how the group proposes to spend the money.  He stated it looks as if a lot of the money would be spent on out-of-town travel and events.  He called on the Committee to look very carefully at the travel requests as it looks as if the proposal is to send many people to out-of-town conventions.  He stated he supports the GRCVB and their mission but we all have to sometimes pull in the purse strings.  Mr. Kirkman agreed with Mr. Shanahan's comments.  He talked about previous years when the group came in with a surplus and asked to reallocate the surplus and previous Councils had suggested that they set up a reserve or contingency and he would suggest the Budget and Economic Development Committee talk with the group about that philosophy and also have discussion as to whether all of the proposed expenditures are necessary pointing out we are talking about money that comes from public sources.  Without objection, the item was referred to the Budget and Economic Development Committee.

LOBBYIST - FEDERAL GOVERNMENT RELATIONS SERVICES - CONCEPT APPROVED AND REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Administration recommends Council consider engaging a public affairs consulting firm which specializes in federal government relations.  Such a firm could provide services in the following areas:  legislative monitoring and tracking, regulatory monitoring and tracking, technical assistance, grant and proposal writing, appropriations committee work, strategic planning, special project work, congressional visitation and relationship building, etc.  The firm would be well acquainted with the legislative process and the procedures used in submitting requests to Congress and the Administration, and would be skilled in working those projects through the authorization and appropriations process.

Key areas of additional funding for Raleigh could be sought in the areas of transportation, public safety, storm water management, homeland security, housing, downtown projects, Southeast Raleigh Assembly action items, utilities, greenways and open space and others.  Administration believes that our investment in this area could generate at a minimum a 10 to 1 return in additional dollars to Raleigh.

There are several firms who represent city and county governments in North Carolina.  If the Council concurs with this recommendation, it would be important to engage a firm by February.  It is suggested that staff interview these firms and bring a recommendation with a proposed agreement and budget action to the Council for consideration.

City Manager Allen explained the proposal pointing out this is basically to look at the concept of hiring a federal lobbyist.  He stated he felt such a step could help us gain additional dollars out of Washington.  He explained how other communities use such services which help those communities make contacts and hopefully gain additional resources in the areas of transportation, utilities, green space, etc.  He pointed out he feels that we can expect at least a 10 to 1 return on our expenditure.  He stated his recommendation is to allow staff to move forward and bring back a recommendation and proposed budget.  He talked about the time frame of getting such a group on board.

Mr. West indicated some of the recommendations that will be coming out of the Southeast Raleigh Assembly.  He told of conversations with Representatives Price and Etheridge relative to dollars for development and the ability to stay ahead of the curve on some of these items.  Mr. Hunt expressed concern about the City standing at the trough or queuing up at the Federal trough.  Various Council members expressed caution as we move forward.  Ms. Cowell requested clarification of the North Carolina League of Municipalities role versus the role of the lobbyist.  Mr. Odom stated he would support moving ahead at this point but cautioned that many times when you receive federal dollars they have strings attached and he wants the City to be very careful in getting locked into different scenarios.  Mayor Meeker stated he feels this is an appropriate suggestion and talked of efforts of other cities and counties and referred to Homeland Security efforts and how this could be tied together.  City Manager Allen suggestion's was put to a vote and passed with all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Shanahan who voted in the negative (Isley absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

Mr. Shanahan stated if there was a special need he would support it but just to have a lobbyist, he could not support it. 

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE APPEARANCE COMMISSION

TEXT CHANGE - APPEARANCE COMMISSION PROPOSALS - PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZED

Charlie Madison pointed out as the Appearance Commission goes about its work there are several things that keep coming up over and over as it relates to the zoning code.  The Appearance Commission feels it is time to clarify these issues which will help add to the stability and prediction of people who are going through process.  He pointed out Council members received a report in their agenda packet which suggests going to public hearing to define terms currently absent from the zoning code but to which references often made by both public bodies and private developers such as "active tree preservation," "mechanical equipment," "residential character."  The Commission also feels it would be good to better define the impact of drive-in facilities with electronic audio communication devices and to more fully address screening of utilitarian spaces and mechanical equipment.  Brief discussion took place with it being pointed out Deputy 

City Attorney Botvinick has been involved in the recommendation and has seen the proposed text changes.  By general consensus it was agreed that the issues would go to public hearing in March.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF CONVENTION CENTER COMMISSION

BTI CENTER - GIFTS OF ART - TO BE ACCEPTED

The Convention and Performing Arts Center Commission, at their January meeting, unanimously agreed on the acceptance of art works for the BTI Center.  These art works shall be gifted to the City by the Raleigh Arts Commission.  The Convention and Performing Arts Center Commission, jointly with the Arts Commission, would like to make a brief presentation of these works for the Council approval.  Representatives from both commissions will be at the meeting.

Gilliam Nicholson explained the process and pointed out two pieces of art have been identified which the Convention and Performing Arts Center Commission and Arts Commission agree are appropriate.

Joseph Covington explained the two pieces of art, the artists involved, the use of a consultant to help pick the appropriate spots to display art and how the artwork was chosen.  He explained the process the group went through and the number of artist who were interested.  He presented slides of the two pieces pointing out one is a six part panel by Jerry Leach and the other is a textile art woven of tremendous color that was developed by Heather Allen.

Mr. Odom moved approval of the item.  He stated these two pieces of art would go in the City of Raleigh's collection.  He stated at some time the two pieces may be moved from the proposed location in the BTI Center but at this point the two pieces will be in the BTI Center.  In response to questioning from Mayor Meeker, Mr. Covington explained how these pieces of art were being purchased pointing out some time back there was money left over after the arts grants process had taken place and it was agreed to use the money for public art.  Mr. Kirkman seconded Mr. Odom's motion pointing out he is the only other Council member who has seen the actual art works.  He pointed out the art works fit into the spaces and he is happy to see us move forward with this issue.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE RALEIGH HISTORIC DISTRICTS COMMISSION

LOAN - CITY PRESERVATION REVOLVING FUND - LOAN APPROVED

Terry Harper representing the Raleigh Historic Districts Commission read a prepared statement explaining the City preservation revolving loan fund which was established in 1992/93.  She explained the history of the loan fund and pointed out the present fund balance is $191,406.  She stated the Commission requests that an 18-month loan of $75,000 be authorized from the revolving loan fund towards rehabilitation of the Rogers-Bagley-Daniels-Pegues House at 125 East South Street.  Council members had received a detailed report on the significance of the house.  The report outlined the project and the request for loan assistance.  It was pointed out it would be a loan secured by a promissory note and deed of trust on the property.  The information included in the agenda packet outlined the terms of the loan which would be 18-months from closing, balloon payment of the loan principle due then and if not repaid by the due date a punitive rate of interest would begin to accrue at 12% and upon repayment RHDC would return the funds to the City.  Mr. Hunt moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REQUESTS AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

PEDESTRIAN NEEDS - COMMENTS RECEIVED

Joseph Johnson, 1515 Edgeside Court, urged the City to make even greater efforts to make Raleigh more walkable.  He talked about combining exercise with transportation, accommodating those who cannot or do not drive, people with disabilities and a cleaner environment as being some reasons for making the City more walkable.  He asked that the Council consider an acceleration of the sidewalk construction and prepare programs for education of motorists on laws requiring yielding at crosswalks and enforcement of those laws and education of motorists on the speed limit laws and enforcement of the same when pedestrians and cyclists are present.  He gave out information explaining programs like "American Walks" and passed out information as to where additional information could be sought.  Mr. Kirkman pointed out there was an item in Public Works Committee about notifying the public of proposed sidewalk projects in order to get the larger community involved and in support of the sidewalk program.  The comments were received.

THOROUGHFARE REIMBURSEMENTS - GARNER ROAD/TRYON ROAD AND REALIGNMENT - REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

Penny Sekadlo, MITEPE Development LLC, explained the proposed realignment of the Garner Road/Tryon Road intersection.  She referred to Code Section 10-3024(c) which indicates anything outside the normal reimbursement procedures would have to come to Council.  She stated the realignment of the intersection of the two major thoroughfares should be reimbursed as a public cost pursuant to Code Section 10-3024(c).  Mr. West questioned realignment as well as the reimbursement.  Mr. Kirkman stated it is something that probably needs to be looked at in Public Works Committee, therefore moved that the proposed realignment of the intersection as well as the reimbursement issue be referred to Public Works Committee.  Without objection, the items were so referred.

TRAFFIC - STOP SIGNS ON CLARK AVENUE AT FURCHES STREET - REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

Kenneth Krause, 3301 Clark Avenue, expressed appreciation for the work of the City during the recent snowstorm.  He pointed out his purpose at the meeting is to talk about the stop sign on Clark Avenue at the intersection with Furches Drive.  He pointed out in August of 2001 he was before the Council to ask the City to do speed checks to see if something could be done to slow traffic on Clark Avenue.  He told of the work that was done at that point, the tests that DOT did, the stop signs being put up and the action of the Council at the January 2 meeting to remove the stop signs on Clark Avenue.  He pointed out members of the neighborhood were not given access to the report and that is why he is before the Council again.  He explained the relationship with DOT has been very good but there was a glitz in the process.  He explained the January 2 report showed a reduction of 2.7 miles per hour with the stop signs in place.  He indicated the report showed what the street looked like when school was not in session.  He stated the most recent report indicated the difference in speed between April and November when school was in session was 6 mph.  He stated because of the timing of the study he does not believe the City was comparing apples to apples.  He pointed out the stop signs on Clark Avenue are still not a good permanent solution but are something that helps slow the traffic down until such time as a permanent solution can be reached.  He stated the actual reduction of 6 mph does not show up.  

City Manager Allen pointed out based on the study this intersection does not meet any of the warrants for a four-way stop.  Mr. Kirkman asked where the City is in the process of hiring a consultant for traffic calming measures pointing out Clark Avenue was added as one of the study streets.

Department of Transportation Director Beckom explained the City had received 3 responses to its RFP and the process is underway and a recommendation will be presented to Mr. Allen shortly.  Mr. Beckom pointed out the traffic report has been shared with Mr. Krause and explained the before and after speeds.  He explained the before and after stop sign speeds and the analysis the department went through in making the recommendation.  Mr. Kirkman suggested taking this item into Public Works Committee and take another look at the issue.  Mr. Krause presented a petition which he indicated was signed by 17 families requesting the stop signs be reinstalled until such time as a permanent solution can be reached.  Without objection the item was referred to the Public Works Committee.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT - REQUEST TO DELETE MERRELL DRIVE AS A COLLECTOR STREET - REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

Julie Shea Graw, Regency Development Associates, Inc., expressed appreciation of appearing before the Council pointing out affordable housing has always been a central issue with her.  She indicated the agenda indicates that her company had requested the Council to schedule a public hearing to consider amending the East District Comprehensive Plan to delete the collector street Merrell Drive through Regency Development Associates Sunnybrook Road property.  She stated however she would request that the issue be referred to Public Works Committee for study.  Without objection the item was so referred.

WAKE COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM - PRESENTATION OF PLANS - RECEIVED

Mike Burriss, Assistant Superintendent of Wake County Schools, told of the work between the school system and Wake County government to develop a better relationship in communicating with staff, etc.  He explained the work they had done in improving community use of schools and the recommendations being made.  He stated as a part of that effort they have been visiting the various governmental bodies and inviting the local governments to participate with them in this planning effort.  He explained the desire to work together on future growth issues and plans and invited Council to participate in the process.

Christina Lighthall, Wake County Public School System, presented an overview of funded projects in Phase 3B and Plan 2000 and briefly introduced the next building program.  She stated this is a result of a successful bond program and pointed out they have 40 capital improvement programs at over 40 campuses in the next two years.  The projects range from repaving, minor repairs to complete overhauls at various campuses.  She talked about the major renovations at Athens Drive, Combs Elementary, Joyner Elementary and Millbrook Elementary.  She talked about small projects and briefly went over work that would be done at Daniels, Ligons, Underwood and Broughton.

Mr. Burriss expressed appreciation for the opportunity to talk to the Council and offered their services to work with the City staff.  He stated they would be happy to work with any staff person or elected official and look at integrating capital needs the City may have with capital needs and work of the school system.  He stated they are trying to improve their relationship with their community partners.  He stated they generally work with the Parks and Recreation or the Planning Departments but would be glad to work with who ever the City designates.  City Manager Allen pointed out there will be different staff from a variety of departments and expressed appreciation for the invitation from the County.  Mr. West asked about the possibility of including and engaging the CACs in the planning process.  Mr. Odom talked about some of the work that has been done in the past and referred to the Athens Drive stormwater problems and pointed out his one comment to the school system is to make sure that in developments or in any of their projects that they address potential or existing stormwater problems.  The comments were received.

MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

UNFIT BUILDING DEMOLITION - HEARING TO CONSIDER CONFIRMATION OF COST - RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was hearing to consider the adoption of a resolution confirming the charges for demolition of the Unfit Buildings as a lien against the property as listed below:

	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	COST OF DEMOLITION

	
	
	

	115 Seawell Avenue
	Coleridge Taylor Construction
	$2,680.00

	506 Montague Lane
	Sheron Hopkins
	$5,870.00


The Mayor opened the hearings, no one asked to be heard thus the hearings were closed.  Mr. Odom moved adoption of a confirming resolution.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 259.  

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

TAX CREDIT PROPOSALS - DEVELOPMENT OF CRITERIA - REFERRED TO SOUTH EAST RALEIGH ASSEMBLY

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends that this item be referred to the Southeast Raleigh Assembly to develop additional criteria and initiatives for reviewing requests for housing tax credit proposals submitted to the North Carolina Housing Finance Agency with the understanding a report would be made back to Council.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and put to a roll call vote which passed unanimously (Isley absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

CONDEMNATION - 0 DURANT ROAD - ITEM REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA AS ACTION HAS ALREADY BEEN TAKEN; ANNEXATION AND UTILITIES - NOT TO BE CONSIDERED

Mayor Meeker reported the City Council authorized condemnation of 0 Durant Road in April 2001 and the item is being considered by the courts.  He pointed out the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends removal of this item from its agenda with no action taken to annex the property or extend water and sewer within this watershed boundary.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Isley absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

SP-12-01 - GLENWOOD AVENUE RESTAURANT - APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends approval of SP-12-01 - Glenwood Avenue with conditions recommended by staff in CA-77.  This action is with the understanding that the intersection configuration of Lynn Road and Glenwood Avenue will be adjusted so as to have minimum impact on the site.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Isley absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

TRAFFIC SIGNAL SYNCHRONIZATION - VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends that City Staff contact the State and seek its participation and funding of the City's traffic signal timing plans.  The Committee further recommends that the proposed increased level of loop maintenance be included in the upcoming budget proposal for consideration by Council.  The Committee recommends that if the proposal by the City Manager to retain help relating to securing federal grants, etc., is approved, the lobbyist would be asked to look at the possibility of additional federal funds for upgrading the City's traffic signal operation.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West.  Mr. Odom talked about Council members looking at the traffic cameras in the hot spots and talked about the traffic signal installation in the Municipal Building.  He suggested Council members take 15 or 20 minutes to tour that facility if possible.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

SP-7-01 - GRAND PRIX CAR WASH - DENIED

Chairperson Hunt reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends upholding the Planning Commission's recommendation for denial of SP-7-01.  He stated the applicant has withdrawn the appeal of the denial.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Hunt moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

SUBDIVISION S-135-01 - LEYLAND HEIGHTS - TO BE PLACED ON FEBRUARY 5, 2002 AGENDA AS A SPECIAL ITEM

Chairperson Hunt reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends upholding the Planning Commission's recommendation for denial of S-135-01.  The Committee also asked that Administration be asked to look at the alleged "blind" curve situation at the intersection of Bennett and Glascock Streets.  Mr. Hunt stated this recommendation would uphold the City's interconnectivity policy.

Mr. West pointed out there have been additional meetings in the Community and he would like to hold this over and place it on the next agenda as a special item.  He stated that will provide an opportunity for dialogue on this item.  He moved the item be held over until the next meeting or until additional meetings could be held in the community.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Meeker.  Discussion took place on what was meant by the motion, the fact that the neighborhood and the applicant are in agreement and the City's interconnectivity policy with Mr. Odom and Mr. Hunt cautioning the Council to move carefully on this item.

After brief discussion it was pointed out if the item is held over, staff would help set up a meeting with the developer and neighborhood to talk about the issue.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote and passed unanimously (Isley absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

TC-12-01 - EXCESSIVE TREE TRIMMING - ORDINANCE ADOPTED

Chairperson Hunt reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends upholding the Planning Commission's recommendation for approval of TC-12-01 as advertised.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Hunt moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and put to a roll call vote which passed unanimously (Isley absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Ordinance 149 TC 112.

TC-13-01 - TWO ATTACHED TOWNHOME/PRIVATE STREETS - REFERRED TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION

Chairperson Hunt reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends referring TC-13-01 and the request made by a citizen to increase the proposals to 15% to the Planning Commission for consideration and report back to Council.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Hunt moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and put to a roll call vote which passed unanimously (Isley absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

TREE CLEARING RESTRICTIONS - TREE CONSERVATION TASK FORCE APPOINTED TO LOOK AT LONG-TERM ISSUES; PLANNING COMMISSION TASK CHANGE COMMITTEE MEMBERS ASKED TO PROVIDE INPUT ON SHORT-TERM PROPOSALS; ITEM RETAINED IN COMMITTEE.

Chairperson Hunt reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends that the Council appoint the following Tree Conservation Task Force.  The charge of the Task Force is to look at long-term issues of tree conservation in Raleigh and make recommendations back to the Comprehensive Planning Committee.  The Committee recommends the appointment of the following.

John Schlichenmaier - Building

Chuck Walker - Landscape Architect, Planning Commission Member

Dean Naujuks - River Keeper of the Upper Neuse

Bob Mulder, former Chair of the Planning Commission

Bruce Sprader, Neighborhood Leader

Thomas Crowder - Member of Planning Commission, AIA

Dr. Norman Camp, PhD in Chemistry and Earth Sciences, Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board member

Tommy Craven - Civil P. E.

Ted Shear - Tree Expert NCSU

Ellen Kinsinger, Sierra Club

Dave Brown, ASLA - Former Member of Appearance Commission

Larry Zucchino, ASLA - Environmental Management Commission

Patricia Malone Johnson - Educator, Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board

Brian Starkey - Appearance Commission

Charlie Madison - Appearance Commission

On behalf of the Committee Mr. Hunt moved approval of the Task Force as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman.  Mr. Odom questioned the balance on the Committee pointing out he wants to make sure that the Committee looks at how the small business community as well as how the big developer is affected by any proposals that come forth.  Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to the Committee for the work in treating this as a priority issue.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which passed unanimously (Isley absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

Chairperson Hunt reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends the appointment of David Brown as Chair and Bob Mulder as Vice Chair of the Tree Conservation Task Force.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and put to a roll call vote which passed unanimously (Isley absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

Chairperson Hunt reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends that those persons who have volunteered to serve on the Task Force but are not listed, as well as members of the Comprehensive Planning Committee, be copied with all materials, times of meetings, minutes, etc., of this group and so moved.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom.  It was pointed out there were less than a dozen people who have volunteered.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which passed unanimously (Isley absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

Chairperson Hunt reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee is requesting members of the Planning Commission Task Change Committee to provide input on the proposal that a 40-foot no grading buffer around the perimeter of all sites be protected until such time as a site plan has been approved for the site.  On behalf of the Committee Mr. Hunt moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker.  Mr. Hunt pointed out this would extend that requirement to general use zoning cases whereas now it applies only to conditional use cases.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Odom who voted in the negative (Isley absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

Chairperson Hunt reported the Committee recommends in order to clarify regulations which permit timber harvesting in certain zoning districts by companies licensed by the State for forestry operations, the Committee is asking for input from members of the Planning Commission Task Change Committee.  The comments were received.

Chairperson Hunt reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee further recommends referring an item to the Planning Commission to develop a proposal to amend the zoning ordinance to include O&I, Shopping Center and Buffer Commercial Zoning districts as resource management districts.  This would extend the requirement that no more than 30% of the perimeter of these sites could be cleared of existing vegetation unless a site plan including that clearance has been approved.  On behalf of the Committee Mr. Hunt moved that the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman.  Ms. Cowell stated as she understands the task force would be looking at long-term measures and the other issues is what we can do within our current powers with Mr. Hunt pointing out that is correct.  Mr. Kirkman pointed out it is basically minor tweaks and it doesn't stop the development process it just throws up flags.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Odom and Mr. Shanahan who voted in the negative (Isley absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

Mr. Hunt stated the Committee is holding this item to receive the reports as outlined.  The comments were received.  

CONDITIONAL USE REZONING - PROPOSAL TO MODIFY PROCEDURE - PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZED

Chairperson Hunt reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends authorizing a public hearing on an ordinance to modify the procedure for conditional use zoning requests and to clarify the appeals process for site plan for hearing at the March zoning hearing.  This proposed ordinance was formerly known as TC-1-01.  A copy was in the agenda packet.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Hunt moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and put to a roll call vote which passed unanimously (Isley absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

PARKING OF LARGE TRUCKS - ON CITY STREETS - REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA

Chairperson Shanahan reported the Law and Public Safety Committee recommends that the item large trucks - parking on City streets be reported out of committee with no action.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Shanahan moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and put to a roll call vote which passed unanimously (Isley absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

PU-2001-12 - NORTHWEST ANNEXATION AREA - APPROVED IN PART; ITEM RETAINED IN COMMITTEE

Chairperson Kirkman reported the Public Works Committee recommends that the Council authorize a resolution directing PU-2001-12 - Northwest Annexation Area Sewer Extension as presented at the public hearing with the exception of that portion of the project located along Leesville Road in the western quadrant of the intersection of Leesville Road and new Leesville Boulevard between Harrington Grove and Dominion Park.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Kirkman moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom.  Mr. Kirkman stated this excludes a small portion of the total proposal and holds that portion in Committee for further study.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 260.

SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENT - NOTIFICATION PROCESS - DESIGNATED

Chairperson Kirkman reported the Public Works Committee recommends that the Council direct Administration to notify the Raleigh Citizens Advisory Council of all sidewalk projects as early on in the process as possible; and, that signs notifying the public of a proposed sidewalk improvement be posted on the site at least 30 days prior to the public meeting.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Kirkman moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Meeker.

Mr. Meeker stated as he understands this would require a sign to be posted in an area so that people walking by can see that something is being proposed and would be allowed an opportunity to comment.  Mr. Odom questioned what type sign is being proposed with Mr. Allen pointing out probably one similar to the zoning hearing sign.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Odom who voted in the negative.  (Isley absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

STORMWATER - INFORMATION TO BE SUPPLIED

Mr. West pointed out the Public Works Committee is discussing an item entitled, "Stormwater Utilities."  He pointed out this is a topic which will be discussed at the City Council Retreat.  He stated the Public Works Committee is getting some very good information on stormwater utilities and asked that the information be shared with other Council members.  Staff was asked to provide the Public Works Committee backup information on stormwater utilities to all Council members.

RECYCLING - COUNCIL TO BE PROVIDED INFORMATION

Ms. Cowell pointed out an issue which comes up quite often and she has received calls and comments about is recycling.  She stated most were concerns about the frequency of pickup and what the City picks up.  She stated for instance she probably has a 3-year supply of batteries in her own home.  She asked for information on what we pick up, are there other options, can it be expanded and of course the financial impact.  She stated this information could possibly be a topic of a future work session.  Mayor Meeker suggested getting the report and Council could decide what to do with it.  Mr. Kirkman indicated he and Mr. Allen have talked about this also and maybe it would be good to have it scheduled for the March work session.  City Manager Allen questioned exactly what the Council would like to have a report on the possibility of increasing the frequency of pickup or increasing the items we pick up or a combination.  Mayor Meeker stated he would like to see the impact and options on additional items which could be picked up.  Mr. Odom pointed out the City has a 10-year plan which is updated every two years.  He stated that plan gives a schedule for increasing the items to be picked up, etc.  Mr. Odom pointed out the City is ahead of almost all other cities on this issue and we do need to continue to look at ways to make our system better.  He stated there are some things that the public wants the City to pick up but we have nowhere to store the items.  Assistant City Manager Carter pointed out the State requires a 10-year plan of where we are going and that plan is updated every three years.  She stated we do have a specific work plan and talked about working closely with Wake County on a battery and/or computer pickup.  After brief discussion on the information that is already available it was agreed that the Council members would be provided a copy of the 10-year plan and if after reviewing that plan Council wants additional information the request can be brought up at the Council table.

POLICE EMPLOYEES - COMMENDED

Mr. West commended Captain M. R. Teem and Corporal M. T. Tannuzzi for their work in the community explaining they recently attended the South CAC and it seems that they are going the extra mile helping out in the community.  He commended them for their work.

WORK SESSION - AGENDA PRESENTED

Mayor Meeker presented Committee members with a draft of the agenda for the upcoming work session.  The report was received without comment.

INTERCITY VISIT - CURRENT TRAVEL POLICY TO APPLY

Mr. Meeker pointed out the Chamber of Commerce intercity visit this year is to Ottawa, Canada.  He asked for a show of hands of those who plan to attend and 6 Council members indicated they do plan to attend.  Mayor Meeker questioned if there should be some changes to the Council travel policy with Mr. Shanahan pointing out the current travel policy seems to work fine and he sees no need to change it.  Mr. Kirkman pointed out the Council members may want to explore the opportunity of scheduling other meetings while in Ottawa.  He stated rather than having the usual 4:00 p.m. social event may be the Council could look at other items while in Ottawa pointing out he definitely wants to see the transit system.  No further action was taken.

LEGISLATIVE AGENDA - CITY ATTORNEY TO PROVIDE REPORT

Mayor Meeker stated the Council needs to develop its legislative agenda and asked the City Attorney to give it some thought and report back at the next meeting the issues the Council has indicated they would like to work on with the General Assembly and the Council could decide if other items need to be added.

SALES TAX REALLOCATION - POSITION STATED

Mayor Meeker pointed out discussion is going on at different levels concerning a possible sales tax reallocation.  He stated he wanted to be sure that he is on firm ground when speaking on behalf of the Council on this issue.  He stated if he hears no objection he will continue to voice strong opposition to reallocation of the sales tax pointing out what is being talked about could cost the City of Raleigh millions of dollars in sales tax revenue.  Mr. Kirkman stated he has been speaking out very strongly against any reallocation.  By general consensus the Council agreed to that position.

STATE FUNDING - COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker requested that the Council be provided information on how much money the State of North Carolina has withheld from the City.  City Manager Allen pointed out the State is current with all payments, nothing is being withheld at this point, however there are some threats of future withholdings.

PARKING - MARTIN STREET - REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Mr. Odom stated he would like to revisit the issue of parking on Martin Street pointing out this issue has been before the Council on several occasions.  He stated there is a location where the N&O parks their large trucks and he has received a number of calls from people who use this area for parking to run to the post office.  He asked about the possibility of having three or four spaces on the left side of Martin Street near the post office held out for use for people short-term parking.  He stated if those spaces are not being used by the trucks, it could be limited to car parking up until 2:00 p.m. and then it could be used for truck parking.  Several Council members stated they had also received similar comments.  The item was referred to Administration for report back to Council.

CABLEVISION - INFORMATION REQUESTED

Mr. Kirkman pointed out he had received several calls about Time Warner cablevision rates.  The concerns seem to be that the basic rate has gone up almost $12 in the last twelve months.  He asked Administration to provide a report on the fee structure and the process that has been gone through in rate increases.  He stated after report is received it may be that the Law and Public Safety Committee would want to look at the rates.  Administration was asked to provide a report.

THRISTLEDOWN/TRAILWOOD DRIVE AREA - VARIOUS CONCERNS - REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Mr. Kirkman pointed out he had received a letter from Jesse Jones relating to the Thristledown/Trailwood area.  He stated since the small area plan has been developed a lot of things have happened.  He stated the letter brings out several concerns and asked that DOT look at the light at the middle school and Lineberry area.  He stated he would pass Mr. Jones' letter to Administration for a report back to Council and if necessary at that point the item could be referred to Committee.

LAKE WHEELER - MONITORING OF EROSION - TO BE DONE ON A YEARLY BASIS

Mr. Kirkman pointed out Council members received a report on the monitoring of erosion at Lake Wheeler.  He stated he believes the recommendation is that we discontinue the monitoring and he has a problem with that.  He stated it does not take a lot of time and effort and he feels we should have monitoring at least once or twice a year.  Why the monitoring is taking place and City Manager Allen's recommendation to discontinue the monitoring and why that recommendation was made was discussed.  Mr. Odom pointed out from the information provided it looks as if the monitoring is a total waste of time.  Mr. Kirkman talked about the Corp of Engineers ongoing monitoring program and the need to keep Lake Wheeler and Benson as healthy as possible.  Mr. Hunt moved that the City monitor at Lake Wheeler once a year.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Odom who voted in the negative (Isley absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

PUBLIC UTILITIES - WATERLINE BREAK - REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Mr. Hunt stated he received a call from a citizen who indicated there was a major waterline break on Glenwood Avenue.  The break was called in but evidently to the wrong number and the call never got relayed to the appropriate place.  He stated he understands the call went in to water and sewer billing but it never got to the Public Utility Department for repair.  He asked that everyone who receives that type call be given the appropriate information as to how to handle the call and get it to the proper officials.  The information was received.

INTERSTATE 540 - RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF COMPLETION - TO BE PLACED ON FEBRUARY 5 AGENDA FOR CONSIDERATION

Mr. Shanahan presented a proposed resolution in support of the completion of the projects collectively known as the outer belt loop, outer loop, and Interstate 540 and to direct the actions of the City's representative to the Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Agency.  Mr. Shanahan pointed out he had asked the City Attorney to help him work on this resolution.  He pointed out he has concerns about Mayors Meeker and Lang who seem to be working to kill the project and felt bad that the Council was excluded from any conversations.  He spoke briefly concerning recent actions and calls he had received from people indicating they had heard the Mayor's campaign promises and are concerned about the possible action of killing the I-540 completion.  He pointed out how we deal with this issue may be one of the single most important discussions the Council has.  He pointed out the outer loop has had some 10 years of planning, land owners have their land tied up and he feels the completion of the loop will promote regionalism generally and particularly in areas of Raleigh such as Southeast Raleigh and Centennial Campus.  He stated it is an important issue.  He expressed concern pointing out he had been hearing that Mayor Meeker and Mayor Lang have said that we could use those monies elsewhere but that is not the case and called on everybody to look at what had happened in Durham and other cities who had tried.  He went over the resolution.

Mayor Meeker suggested the proposed resolution be placed on the next agenda as a special item.  He expressed appreciation to Mr. Shanahan for bringing this item to the table.  He stated in terms of his participation he answered a handful of questions and everyone has seen the results.  He pointed out CAMPO hasn't met on this issue but will be meeting on January 23, and invited all Council members to attend pointing out it is a public process.  He stated it is hoped that everyone could come to a consensus.  He talked about how the current money is being spent and the work of a legislative study committee on this issue.  He stated he only wants the best use of the transportation dollars for all of Wake County including Raleigh.  He pointed out it is his intent to consult with the Council on processes such as this as we do want to make sure all of our money is spent the best way possible.  Mr. Shanahan questioned if the Mayor is agreeing not to actively seek out DOT board members and ask their support of his position.  Mayor Meeker stated he had not talked to any Board members about this issue.  Without objection it was agreed the proposed resolution would be placed on the next agenda for further consideration.

APPOINTMENTS

APPOINTMENTS - VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

The City Clerk reported the following results of the ballot vote.

Appearance Commission - One Vacancy
Mr. Odom nominated LaMarr Bunn
Arts Commission - One Vacancy

Genevieve Farmer -6 (Kirkman, Shanahan, Odom, West, Cowell, Meeker), Elizabeth Purrington - (Hunt)

Civil Service Commission - Industry/Management Representative - One Vacancy

No nominees

Fireman's Relief Fund - Board of Trustees

Jimmy Honeycutt - 6 (Kirkman, Shanahan, Odom, West, Cowell, Meeker)

Historic Districts Commission - One Vacancy
The City Clerk reported the name of Ethel Ridley has been withdrawn.  Mr. Hunt nominated Kimberly Barber.  Mr. West and Mr. Shanahan nominated Daniel Coleman

Housing Appeals Board - Two Vacancies 

No nominees

Human Resources and Human Relations Advisory Commission - One Vacancy

Mr. Kirkman nominated Susan Jordan

Telecommunications Commission - One Vacancy
Keith Karlson - 1 (Cowell); Earl Oakley - 5 (Kirkman, Shanahan, Odom, West, Hunt)

Transit Authority - One Vacancy

Jeff Mann - 5 (Kirkman, Shanahan, Odom, West, Cowell)

The Mayor announced the appointment of Genevieve Farmer to the Arts Commission, Jimmy Honeycutt to the Firemen's Relief Fund, Earl Oakley to Telecommunications Commissions and Jeff Mann to the Transit Authority.  The other items will be carried over until the next meeting.

NOMINATIONS

ARTS COMMISSION - ONE VACANCY FILLED; ONE VACANCY REMAINING

The City Clerk reported the terms of A. Graham Shirley and Joseph Covington are expiring.  Both have served since 1996 therefore are not eligible for reappointment.  Mr. Shanahan nominated Elizabeth Purrington.  Mr. Odom moved that the Council suspend its rules and appointment Ms. Purrington who was nominated for a previous vacancy to one of these vacancies.  His motion was seconded by Hunt and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Isley absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted; therefore, there is one vacancy remaining.

FAIR HOUSING HEARING BOARD - VACANCIES ANNOUNCED

The terms of V. G. Murray, Gilliam Kittrell and Albert Ruocchio are expiring in February.  All have served since 1996 therefore are not eligible for reappointment.  No nominations were made.

HUMAN RESOURCES AND HUMAN RELATIONS ADVISORY COMMISSION - VACANCY ANNOUNCED

The term of Bettyann Lennon is expiring.  She does not wish to be considered for reappointment therefore there is one vacancy for consideration.  No nominations were made.

SUBSTANCE ABUSE ADVISORY COMMISSION - VACANCY ANNOUNCED

The term of Rodney Crooms is expiring in February.  He has served since 1996 therefore is not eligible for reappointment.  No nominations were made.  The item will be carried over until the next meeting.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK

MINUTES - JANUARY 2, 2002 - APPROVED AS PRESENTED

Council members received in their agenda packet copies of the minutes of the January 2, 2002 Council Meeting.  Mr. Odom moved approval of the minutes as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Hunt and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted (Isley absent).

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

TELECOMMUNICATIONS TOWER - NEXTEL - CLOSED SESSION HELD
Mayor Meeker stated a motion is in order to enter closed session pursuant to NCGS 143-318.11(a)(3) for the purpose of consulting with the City Attorney regarding various legal issues and strategies involved with the Nextel Telecommunications tower located on Sedgewood Drive.  Mr. Odom moved adoption of the motion as read.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Hunt and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Meeker previously excused from participation; Isley absent).  The Mayor Pro Tem ruled the motion adopted.  The Council went into closed session at 3:35 p.m.

The Council reconvened in open session at 3:55 p.m.  Mayor Pro Tem Kirkman pointed out the City Council met in closed session to receive a report concerning the Nextel Telecommunications tower issue.  The Council received the report as information and no action was taken.

Adjournment.  There being no further business, Mayor Pro Tem Kirkman ruled the meeting adjourned at 3:55 p.m.  The meeting will reconvene at 6:30 p.m. as a joint hearing with Planning Commission.  Minutes of that portion of the meeting will be covered by a separate sheet.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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