
City Council Minutes


April 2, 2002

CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 2, 2002, in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, 222 West Hargett Street, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.




Mayor Meeker, Presiding





Mr. Kirkman, Deputy Mayor





Mr. Odom, Deputy Mayor





Ms. Cowell





Mr. Hunt





Mr. Isley





Mr. Shanahan





Mr. West

Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Pastor Richard Wynne, St. John's Baptist Church.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by a local scout.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS

BASKETBALL TEAMS – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to all who attended and participated in the celebration for the Shaw University Bears basketball team which recently won the CIAA Tournament.  He again congratulated the Bears for a job well done.  He also talked about the NCAA Tournament, championship game played on Monday, April 1.  He stated one of the players Chris Wilcox played at Enloe High School.  He commended him for a job well done.

PERSONNEL – PURCHASING DEPARTMENT – COMMENDED

City Manager Allen introduced and commended Purchasing Agent Ellis Wheeler and purchasing staff members Betty Moore, Beth Ingram, Betty Stafford, Cathy Carstens and Mary Waller on receipt of Sustained Professional Purchasing Award.  This award is the highest award a purchasing department can receive.  He explained the criteria and stated this was one of only five presented in North Carolina for 2001.  He expressed appreciation for a job well done.

CERTIFICATE OF APPOINTMENT – JESSIE TALIAFERRO – PRESENTED

Mayor Meeker explained the Certificate of Appointment presentation and presented a certificate to Jessie Taliaferro who was recently reappointed to the Raleigh Planning Commission.  He commended her for a job well done and expressed appreciation for her willingness to continue to serve.

CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS PRESENTED

Mayor Meeker presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion. If a Councillor requests discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately. The vote on the Consent Agenda will be a roll call vote.  Mayor Meeker stated he had not received any requests to withdraw items from the Consent Agenda.  Mr. Odom moved Administration’s recommendations on the items outlined on the Consent Agenda be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  The items on the Consent Agenda were as follows.

PERSONNEL – BIENNIAL REVIEW OF PART-TIME SALARIES FOR PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT – APPROVED

In June 1990, the City Council directed the Administration to prepare a biennial study of hourly pay rates for part-time positions.  Every two years these recommendations are forwarded to the Personnel Department for review.

The Parks and Recreation Department and Personnel Department have completed a biennial review of the hourly pay rates for the temporary part-time positions for fiscal year 2003.  The part-time pay rates are to become effective in May 2002 to allow for the Department to be competitive with the area market in hiring staff for summer programs.  Council members received in their agenda packet a list of the existing and proposed rates.

Recommendation:  Approval.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

JOINT VENTURE RENTAL – TRINITY RIDGE – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

A request has been made to modify the repayment terms of the commitment letter issued on May 29, 2000, providing for City permanent mortgage financing for a 48-unit affordable senior citizen apartment project.  The repayment terms would be modified as follows:

a) Elimination of the 6% accrual rate on the outstanding principal balance so that the project may payoff at the end of the term.

b) Elimination of cash flow payments.  Past experience indicates that projects rarely show any cash flow; therefore, it is unlikely we will actually receive any payments from cash flow.

c) Reduce the sum total of payments in the first 20 years and increase the sum total of payments in the last 10 years, which would still result in an internal rate of return of 2.3%.  The required minimum return of 2% would not be realized in the 20th year, as is expected in the current loan documents, but would occur in the 25th year.

Recommendation:  Approval.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

MUNICIPAL AGREEMENT – BRIDGE REPLACEMENT OVER TURKEY AND CRABTREE CREEKS (PROJECT B-3259) – APPROVED

The North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) has developed an agreement to replace the bridge #45 over Turkey Creek and Bridge #44 over Crabtree Creek on Ebenezer Church Road.  The project is scheduled to start in September 2002, and is fully State funded.

Recommendation:  Approval for the City Manager to execute the agreement.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 346.

SURPLUS PROPERTY – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A NEGOTIATED SALE – APPROVED

A resolution authorizing an Auction Sale of Items of Surplus Property in order that personal property items exceeding $5,000 might be disposed of is required.  The auction sale is to be conducted at the City of Raleigh, Heavy Equipment Shop, Saturday, May 4, 2002 at 10:00 a.m.  It is recommended that the proposed resolution be adopted by the City Council and the Purchasing Agent be authorized to contract the services of a professional auctioneer to conduct the sale.

Recommendation:  That the recommendation of Administration be approved and the resolution be adopted by the City Council.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 347.

WESTERN BOULEVARD IMPROVEMENTS – AGREEMENT WITH NORTH CAROLINA STATE UNIVERSITY – APPROVED – BUDGET AMENDED

An agreement with North Carolina State University has been developed to construct enhanced pedestrian facilities at certain locations along the University’s frontage as shown on the existing plans for Western Boulevard Improvements prepared by Rummel, Klepper & Kahl and for converting approximately 55 existing wood streetlight poles to CP&L standard fiberglass streetlight poles between Ashe Avenue and Gorman Street.  Upon execution of the proposed agreement, North Carolina State University agrees to provide to the City of Raleigh $30,000 representing its participation in the project costs of the enhanced pedestrian facilities as described above.  The University also agrees to provide to the City upon execution of the proposed agreement $55,000 for its contribution for project costs associated with converting the existing streetlight poles to fiberglass poles.  The proposed agreement has been reviewed by the City Attorney.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the agreement with North Carolina State University and approve the following budget amendment.

The following accounts should be increased by:

Revenue Account:

531-8640-51318-000
Western Blvd Imp
$85,000.00

Expense Accounts:

531-8640-79202-975
Western Blvd Const
$30,000.00

531-8640-79213-975
Western Blvd Utility (St lighting)
   55,000.00



$85,000.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 179TF67.

ROAD RACE – SECOND SOLE 5K – APPROVED

Jim Young, representing Second Sole, requests permission to hold a 5K road race on Saturday, May 25, 2002 from 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

STREET CLOSING – RAY PRICE HARLEY DAVIDSON CUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAY – APPROVED

Chris Haddock, representing Ray Price Harley Davidson, Inc., requests permission to hold a street closure on Saturday, April 27, 2002 from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. to facilitate a customer appreciation day.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

REZONING – SCHEDULE FOR MAY – APPROVED

The Planning Department has received 6 requests for rezoning to be held at the Tuesday, May 21, 2002 public hearing.  There may be several text changes and comprehensive plan amendments.

Recommendation:  One hearing to be scheduled at 6:30 p.m., on the evening of Tuesday, May 21, 2002, and that the zoning tour be held on Monday, May 20, 2002 starting at 8:30 a.m.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

GRANT – TRIANGLE TRANSIT AUTHORITY FUNDING – VARIOUS ACTIONS APPROVED

The Federal Transit Administration has allocated $3,290,068 in Fiscal Year 2001 – 2002 Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Section 5307 Formula Funds to the Raleigh urbanized area. The City of Raleigh is the designated recipient for FTA funding in this urban area and must concur in the distribution of these funds. Triangle Transit Authority (TTA) is eligible to receive $500,125 with the remaining $2,789,943 being available to the City of Raleigh. This distribution is consistent with FTA funding formulas and does not impact on the City of Raleigh’s share of this funding source.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to write a letter of concurrence and execute appropriate agreements with FTA for TTA to utilize $500,125 in Section 5307 funds.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

STREET CLOSING-3-2002 – UNNAMED ALLEY OFF BAGWELL AVENUE – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

The City has been petitioned by Katherine W. Ferguson of Ferguson Properties, LLC to close all of an unnamed Alley off Bagwell Avenue, along the northern property line of the parcel having the street address of 2900 Hillsborough Street.

Recommendation:  That a resolution be adopted authorizing a public hearing on Tuesday, May 7, 2002.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 349.

STREET CLOSING-4-2002 – CLUBVALLEY WAY – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

The City has been petitioned by David E. Wagner of Kennedy Covington Lobdell and Hickman, LLP, agent for Toll at Brier Creek Limited Partnership to close a portion of Clubvalley Way, beginning at a point approximately 52 feet east of the Clubvalley Way/Clubmont Lane intersection and ending approximately 306 feet to the west.

Recommendation:  That a resolution be adopted authorizing a public hearing on Tuesday, May 7, 2002.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 350.

ENCROACHMENT – 8-10 EAST HARGETT STREET – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

A request has been received from Clyde's City Café to encroach on City right-of-way for the purpose of installing a grease interceptor at 8-10 East Hargett Street.

Recommendation:  Approval of the encroachment subject to conditions outlined in Resolution 1996-153 and the following additional conditions:

1. The Owner shall obtain a “Right-of-Way” permit from the Inspections Department prior to installation.

2. The Owner shall contact “NC One Call Center” 48 hours prior to excavation and shall remain 10’ from existing utilities.

3. The Owner and/or Contractor shall not damage any existing City trees for which he shall be held liable.

4. The Owner shall contact the Urban Forester at 872-4115 prior to excavation if work is in proximity to City trees.

5. The Owner shall comply with the City of Raleigh Public Utilities Department Grease Trap guidelines.

6. The Owner shall restore scored concrete sidewalk to its original condition.

7. The grease trap shall be inspected by City of Raleigh Plumbing Inspections.

8. The replacement of sidewalk shall be inspected by City of Raleigh Street Maintenance.

9. The tank top shall be installed flushed with the sidewalk surface.

10. The grease trap shall be serviced after normal business hours only.

Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

ENCROACHMENT – 16 EAST ROWAN STREET – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

A request has been received from First Citizens Bank to encroach on City right-of-way for the purpose of installing plantings at 16 East Rowan Street.

Recommendation:  Approval of the encroachment subject to conditions outlined in Resolution 1996-153 and the following.

1. The Owner shall obtain “Right-of-Way” permit from the Inspections Department prior to installation.

2. The Owner shall obtain a “Vegetation Impact” permit from the Urban Forester prior to installation.

3. The Owner shall contact “NC One Call Center” 48 hours prior to excavation and shall remain 10’ from existing utilities.

4. The Owner shall maintain adequate sight distance at driveways.

5. The Owner shall be responsible for maintaining shrubs and tree plantings.

Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

ENCROACHMENT – 128 WEST SOUTH STREET – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

A request has been received from City of Raleigh Construction Management to encroach on City right-of-way for the purpose of installing a parking deck sign facing the building and encroaching 38” x 12’ into the right-of-way and 16 feet above the sidewalk.  A report is included in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approval of the encroachment subject to conditions listed in Resolution 1996-153 and obtaining sign and right-of-way permit from inspections.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

BUDGET AMENDMENTS – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented the following recommended budget amendments:

Administrative Services - $162,175 - Replacement of a track loader for yard waste that was damaged in a fire.

Parks and Recreation - $24,110 -  To increase revenues and expenditures accordingly at Lake Johnson Park to accommodate greater than anticipated revenues and expenditures resulting from increased program participation and facility boat rentals.

Police - $6,000 - To appropriate a donation from the Raleigh Kennel Club, Inc., to purchase two dogs for the Canine Program.

Public Utilities - $6,700 - To provide funds from sponsorships received for WaterFest 2002.

Public Utilities - $20,424 - For developers to provide funds for the purchase of the telemetry equipment for Draemore and Neuse Point sanitary sewer pump stations.

The agenda outlined the revenue and expenditure accounts in the various recommended budget amendments.

Recommendation:  Approval of the budget amendments as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 179TF67.

REIMBURSEMENT CONTRACT – THOROUGHFARE FACILITY FEE – APPROVED

The agenda presented the following thoroughfare facility fee reimbursement contract.

2001-#33 Thoroughfare Facility Fee

McClure and Schulte, LLC/

Wake Forest Road

Priority II Project

Total Reimbursement $2,193.46

Recommendation:  Approval of the contract as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

CONDEMNATION – TRYON ROAD/BURNTWOOD CIRCLE SANITARY SEWER – RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED
Efforts have been unsuccessful to obtain needed easements for the Tryon Road/Burntwood Circle sanitary sewer in the following locations:

Project Name:
Tryon Road/Burntwood Circle Sanitary Sewer
Name:

Estate of Mary Ellen U. Bradshaw 

Location:
3101 Garner Road

Name:  
Marjorie C. McGrady

Location:
3115 Garner Road

Recommendation:  Adoption of resolutions of condemnation.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Resolutions 351 and 352.

PW 2000-11 – ROSE LANE BRIDGE REPLACEMENT – CHANGE ORDER #1/C. C. MANGUM CONTRACTORS – APPROVED

This change order is for a decrease of $19,242.57.

Reason:

Adjustment of quantities to finalize the contract.

History:

Original contract amount
$686,919.85

New contract amount
$667,677.28

Recommendation:  Approval of the change order as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

BID REQUEST 2001-15A – MOTOR GRADER – BID AWARDED TO L. B. SMITH COMPANY

Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, bids were received and publicly opened in the office of the Purchasing Agent on March 12, 2002 for the purchase of a Motor Grader with an optional trade-in for the Streets Division.  Council members received a complete bid tabulation.  L. B. Smith Co. submitted the lowest bid with the trade-in at $97,154.

Recommendation:  That the low bid be accepted.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

BID REQUEST 2001-17A – TRACK LOADER – BID AWARDED TO R. W. MOORE EQUIPMENT COMPANY
Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, bids were received and publicly opened on March 12, 2002 in the office of the Purchasing Agent for the purchase of a track loader with an optional trade-in for Solid Waste Services.  Council members received a complete bid tabulation in their agenda packet.  R. W. Moore Equipment Co. submitted the lowest bid with trade-in at $162,175.

Recommendation:  That the low bid be accepted.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

E. M. JOHNSON WATER TREATMENT PLANT – SLUDGE HANDLING EQUIPMENT – BID AWARDED TO BEERS SHANSKA, INC.

Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, bids were received on March 21, 2002 by Arcadis G&M for the addition of two sludge belt presses and associated equipment at the E. M. Johnson Water Treatment Plant with Beers Shanska, Inc., submitting the low bid for general construction in the amount of $657,900, with an alternate bid of $211,152 for an additional belt press, and EMSCO submitting the low bid for electrical construction in the amount of $36,000 for a total project cost of $905,052.

Beers Shanska, Inc., submitted a 6.9% MWBE participation bid and EMSCO submitted a 0% MWBE participation bid for a total project participation of 6.6%.

Recommendation:  That the low bid be accepted.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

PU 2002-3 – MITCHELL MILL ROAD – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

The agenda presented 2002-3 which calls for the installation of 4,000 linear feet of 16-inch water main in Mitchell Mill Road from Neuse Crossing Drive to Forestville Road at an estimated cost of $180,000.  The project is outside the city limits but would be assessed on a front footage basis.

Recommendation:  That the Council adopt a Resolution of Intent and schedule a public hearing for Tuesday, May 7, 2002.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 353.

TRAFFIC – VARIOUS CHANGES – ORDNANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented recommended changes in the traffic code relating to no-parking zone on portions of Jarvis Street and Wilmington Street, passenger loading zone on portion of Coleman Street, 25 mph speed limits on Timber Ridge Drive and Basswood Drive pursuant to petition based on City Council Resolution 1990-633, signal installation on Holston Drive at Sunnybrook Road, no U-turn in the westbound Six Forks Road at Selby Drive and installation of stop signs and yield signs on newly constructed streets in the City.  The agenda outlined the exact locations involved and reasons for the recommended changes.

Recommendation:  Approval of the changes in the traffic code as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 180.

END OF CONSENT AGENDA

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Meeker presented the Planning Commission Consent Agenda indicating it would be handled in the same manner as the regular consent agenda.  It was reported that new conditions have been received on Z-19-02 and Z-20-02; therefore, those items should be withdrawn from the Planning Commission Consent Agenda.  Mr. Hunt requested that TC-4-02 be withdrawn.  After brief discussion concerning Z-20-02 and the fact that the Planning Commission had recommended denial and the understanding the applicant on Z-20-02 is willing to have it denied so that a request for a waiver of the two year waiting period could be submitted it was agreed that Z-20-02 would not be withdrawn from the Planning Commission Consent Agenda.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of all of the items on the Planning Commission Consent Agenda with the exception of Z-19-02 and TC-4-02 which had been withdrawn.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Cowell and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The items on the Planning Commission Consent Agenda were as follows.

REZONING Z-20-02 – WESTERN BOULEVARD – DENIED

This request is to rezone approximately 2.58 acres, currently zoned Residential-10.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Office & Institution–2 Conditional Use.

CP-13-02 - Approval of this rezoning request would necessitate a change in the Comprehensive Plan, specifically the Method Small Area Plan, where the low density residential designation would need to be changed to Office and Institutional Uses.

CR-10373 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be denied.  Planning Commission’s recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/Cowell – 8 ayes.

TC-7-02 – PERIMETER TREE PRESERVATION BUFFER – APPROVED

This text change proposes to require site plan approval prior to the issuance of a grading permit unless a 40-foot wide undisturbed buffer is provided on the perimeter of the property.

CR-10375 from the Planning Commission recommends that this Text Change be approved.  Planning Commission’s recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/Cowell – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 181TC215.

TC-8-02 – THOROUGHFARE BUFFER – APPROVED AS AMENDED

This text change proposes to require all developments located on Primarily Residential (Type B) Thoroughfares to receive preliminary site plan approval by the Planning Commission unless a 40-foot natural protective yard is provided along the frontage of the thoroughfare.

CR-10376 from the Planning Commission recommends that this Text Change be approved with the revision which removes the exemption for single family detached dwellings.  Planning Commission’s recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/Cowell – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 182TC216.

END OF PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA

REZONING Z-19-02 – WESTERN BOULEVARD – TO BE PLACED ON APRIL 16, 2002 AGENDA AS A SPECIAL ITEM

This request is to rezone approximately 3.26 acres, currently zoned Industrial-2.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Office & Institution-2 Conditional Use.

CR-10378 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated March 18, 2002.

It was pointed out new conditions have been submitted; therefore, by general consensus it was agreed to place this item on the April 16, 2002 agenda for further consideration.

TC-4-02 – CONDITIONAL USE REZONING – REFERRED TO THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

This text change proposes to require the applicant of a conditional use rezoning request to meet with the surrounding neighbors a minimum of 6 weeks prior to the public hearing.

CR-10374 from the Planning Commission recommends that this Text Change be approved.
Mr. Hunt asked that the item be referred to Comprehensive Planning Committee.  Without objection the item was so referred.

CP-26-01 – URBAN DESIGN GUIDELINES – REFERRED TO COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

This request is to amend the Comprehensive Plan by incorporating the Urban Design Guidelines.
CR-10377 from the Planning Commission recommends that the following be approved:

1. CP-26-2001, which incorporates the Urban Design Guidelines into the Comprehensive Plan.

2. A resolution amending the Streets, Sidewalks, and Driveway Access Handbook to include standards for Mixed-Use Centers.

3. Policy statements included in this certified recommendation that describe the implementation process and methods of applying the Urban Design Guidelines.
Planning Commission Chairperson Thompson explained the Planning Commission’s discussion pointing out he felt this would be a useful tool.  Mr. Shanahan stated he thought the Planning Commission had done a good job in general but the parking regulation may need some fine tuning.  Mr. Odom pointed out if there is anything we have in this proposal that would change regulations the Council should be made aware of that.  Mr. Shanahan stated it was his understanding that a lot of items are inconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan and he would like to see CP-26-01 and the Comprehensive Plan on a side-by-side comparison.  In response to comments from Mr. Thompson, Planning Director Chapman talked about the parking regulations relating to utilizing on-street parking to satisfy requirements for development.  He stated that cannot be done as the State Constitution prohibits reservation or dedication of on-street parking for a specific development, project, etc.  He stated this could be approached through other methods such as overlay districts pointing out one has to look at the Urban Design guidelines in concert with other development regulations.  Mayor Meeker stated without objection the item would be referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee.

SPECIAL ITEMS

REZONING Z-79-01 – TRYON ROAD – APPROVED WITH AMENDED CONDITIONS

The following item appeared on the March 19, 2002 Planning Commission Report.  

This request is to rezone approximately 26.60 acres, currently zoned Rural Residential with Special Highway Overlay District-1. The proposal is to rezone the property to Residential-10 with Special Highway Overlay District-1 to remain.

CR-10365 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated March 5, 2002.
Revised conditions dated March 18, 2002 were received.  It was directed that the item be held and placed on this agenda to consider with the revised conditions (copy included in agenda packet.)

Mayor Meeker stated he has previously been excused from participation in this item and that excusal is still in affect; therefore, he would ask Mayor Pro Tem Kirkman to chair the meeting on this item.  Mayor Meeker left the table.  Mayor Pro Tem Kirkman took the chair.  Mr. Odom moved approval of Z-79-01 with conditions dated March 18, 2002.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Hunt and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mayor Meeker who was excused from participation.  Mayor Pro Tem Kirkman ruled the motion adopted.  See Ordinance 183ZC515.

SP-32-01 – BICKETT PLACE – APPROVED WITH AMENDMENTS

During the March 5, 2002, Council meeting, the Comprehensive Planning Committee was prepared to make the following recommendation.

A motion was made to approve SP-32-01 - Bickett Place as recommended by the Planning Commission and amended at the Comprehensive Planning Committee with the understanding the recommendation would go forward to the City Council on March 19, 2002 giving an opportunity for the neighborhood to review the revisions.  This motion failed by a split vote.  (Hunt voted in the affirmative and Cowell and Kirkman voted in the negative.)

Due to Mr. Isley’s absence and request to hold this item, it was directed the item be placed on the March 19, 2002 agenda for further consideration.

During the March 19, 2002, Council meeting it was reported that the developer and the neighbors were continuing to work on issues and had asked that the item be held.  The direction of the Council was to place the item on this agenda for consideration.

Mayor Meeker pointed out Ms. Cowell has been meeting with representatives of the neighborhood, developer and others and asked if she would liked to make comments.

Ms. Cowell pointed out over the last nine months the people have worked very hard trying to find a model for infill development that will be compatible with the neighborhood.  She presented the following proposal:

The recently submitted revised plan, dated April 2, 2002 for Bickett Place townhomes proposes four changes.

· The first is a decrease in the number of residential units from 19 two and three bedroom units to 16 three bedroom units.  These will be arranged in the form of 4 three unit buildings, and 2 two unit buildings.

· Second, a public street is proposed instead of the originally proposed private street.  This change to a public street is due to the limitation that no more than 15% of the proposed dwelling units may be allowed on a private street, as required by the zoning ordinance.

· Third, the height of the buildings will be 27 feet.

· Fourth, 6 trees shall be protected and saved, as noted on the preliminary landscape plan.

All other original conditions of approval related to stormwater, building materials, tree preservation, and other listed items shall remain as documented in CA 825, approved by the Planning Commission on January 24, 2002.

As proposed, the following conditions of approval by the City Council are needed for the recent revised plan dated April 2, 2002.

1. That the City Council approve a 13’ right-of-way variance for a residential street from 45 feet to 32 feet.  This residential street shall be constructed to a 26 foot bb with a 5 foot sidewalk as shown on the plan dated April 2, 2002.

2. That the City Council approves an alternate means of compliance for the required street yard for a portion of the proposed residential street.  Beginning at Sunrise Avenue, for a distance of approximately 185 feet, an average width of 5 feet on the south side of the public street and an average width of 10 feet on the north side of the street is proposed for a streetyard.  In these areas, 8 inch of total tree caliper every 50 linear feet will be provided with a minimum tree caliper of 2 inches.  The current ordinance requires an average width of 15 feet with a total tree caliper of 6 inches per 50 linear feet.

Ms. Cowell moved approval of SP-32-01 with the amendments outlined.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. West.

Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to Ms. Cowell and Mr. Kirkman and those who have worked so hard on this proposal.  He stated we have a long way to go in developing a new process.  The process has been painful for all involved and not everyone is pleased.  We have a proposed project that is 25 percent less than what the zoning allows and less than the height allowed.  The developer is not pleased and many neighbors are not pleased.  He stated he does feel we have worked together and worked through these issues.  Everyone has tried to compromise and come to an acceptable project.  The Planning Commission is working on this process.  Mayor Meeker stated he intends to support this motion.

Mr. Kirkman stated he hopes that this does work out to be a positive project and an infill project of this scale does call for compromises and he hopes it does become a positive impact on the neighborhood immediately and we get quality people into the development.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Shanahan who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

Mr. Shanahan expressed concern pointing out if there were some agreements made before everyone came in the Council Chamber there should not have been.  He does not feel the process that was used and the side deals that were made were fair.  He stated he understands the Mayor had made deals on cutting fees and he just cannot be a part of that.  He feels mediation is part of a back room deal and he does not feel that it is fair to the neighbors, to the developers or anyone.  He stated when he hears that the Council is giving the developer or talking to the developer about waiving fees he is just not going to be a part of any of that.  Mayor Meeker stated as usual Mr. Shanahan’s negative attacks are inappropriate.  There have been no side deals.  He stated there have been discussions by individuals.  Discussions took place in a good faith effort.  The only question relates to tap-on fees and the developer has the right as any developer does to make a request to the City Manager for waiver of the fees and a decision will be made just as any decision on such a request is made.  He stated this process has been as good as possible.  People have worked hard.  Mr. Shanahan questioned if the Mayor is saying he did not make any commitments about waiving fees.  He questioned why the public was not told about the tap fee waivers and questioned what the public has been told about waiver of fees.  Mayor Meeker stated the allegations are false.  Mr. Shanahan again expressed concern about the process questioning what promises have been made and alleged that the compromise was reached behind closed doors and again stated he could not be a part of that.  Ms. Cowell pointed out she went to many public meetings and Mr. Shanahan or anyone was free to go to those meetings.  She stated she attended as a constituent.  She made calls to the developer.  She made calls to the neighbors.  They met in a café and talked about the issues.  She stated this has been an open process and she feels good about the resolution.

LEGISLATIVE AGENDA – CLEAN SMOKESTACKS – CITY TO SUPPORT EFFORTS OF THE METRO COALITION AND/OR NORTH CAROLINA LEAGUE OF MUNICIPALITIES

During the March 19, 2002, Council meeting, the City Council considered various items to be included in the legislative packet.  Action was taken on some of the items; however, it was directed that the issue of “Clean Smokestacks” be placed on this agenda for consideration as to whether it should be included in the legislative packet.

Ms. Cowell pointed out she had talked to Mr. Mills concerning this item and it is her understanding the Metro Coalition probably will be lobbying in support of a clean smokestack bill.  She stated if a bill is submitted relative to clean smokestacks and the Metro Coalition lobbies on its behalf she feels it is important that Raleigh signs on.  She referred to an article she indicated appeared on Page 1 of the News and Observer earlier this year which indicated that Raleigh/Durham/Chapel Hill has a No. 11 ranking in the worst air in America.  She presented Council members with a copy of the article.  She stated the information she presented also shows that the City of Raleigh is No. 10 in America’s 25 most ozone polluted cities and went over the statistics outlined which shows some 14,000 pediatric asthma affected persons, 28,000 adults with asthma, 37,000 persons with chronic bronchitis and 12,000 + persons with emphysema.  She stated anything we can do to help those citizens live a happier and healthier life is good.  She stated at the last meeting Mr. Shanahan asked where the smokestacks are and pointed out it is a moving target.  She pointed out there is some 14 plants owned by Duke Energy and CP&L and depending on the air currents pollution could come from those to the Triangle area.  She stated a majority of the plants are in the western part of the State.  She pointed out it is felt that the Metro Coalition will be lobbying for stricter rules and she feels that the City should support the Metro Coalition in their lobbying.

Mayor Meeker moved that if there are any bills supported by the Metro Coalition or the North Carolina League of Municipalities on behalf of clean smokestacks that the City of Raleigh add its name to that effort.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

FAYETTEVILLE STREET VISIONING COMMITTEE – VARIOUS ITEMS – REFERRED TO THE BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

During the March 19, 2002, Council meeting, Co-chairs Jim Massengill and Carter Worthy presented a report from the Fayetteville Street Visioning Committee.  It was directed that the financial or budgeting issues included in this request be referred to Budget and Economic Development Committee for consideration and the report be placed on this agenda for further consideration.

Mayor Meeker pointed out the Council received the following report from the City Manager in the agenda packet.

March 27, 2002

Fayetteville Street Visioning Committee Report and Next Steps

The Visioning Committee summarized their findings by recommending that Fayetteville Street once again become Raleigh’s “Main Street”.  To accomplish this, they recommended that it be reopened to vehicular traffic while maintaining a high level of pedestrian amenities.  Their belief is that it will require a high quality of urban design to return Fayetteville Street to its status as Raleigh’s most important boulevard.  They also stressed it would require a significant programming commitment and a new master plan for the downtown in order for Fayetteville Street to be successful.

A significant work program is identified in this short summary statement.  The balance of their report details the steps to accomplish the goal.  The process was well advertised with a significant amount of stakeholder and general public input.  The consensus opinion to open Fayetteville Street was favored by a vast majority.

It seems that Council may have several options at this point:

· Study the report and take no action.

· Approve the report and vote to open Fayetteville Street.

· Refer the report to Committee for further discussion.

· Hold a Council workshop to further review and investigate the report.

· Take an incremental step to prepare conceptual design and begin coordination of other downtown initiatives.

Staff recommends the last option in order to capitalize on the significant momentum, enthusiasm and announced investment which is taking place in the downtown area.  A listing would include:

· Completion of the Fayetteville Street Visioning Committee Report.

· Council authorized a new downtown small area plan.

· Progress Energy announcement.

· Convention Center Study underway.

· Empire Properties announcement.

· New middle school opening.

· City of Raleigh office space study.

· Block A-21 redevelopment by DHIC.

· Moore Square redesign.

· Potential sale of the Wachovia Building.

· Belk Building redevelopment by Modern Continental.

· Historic Blount Street redevelopment.

· West Cabarrus Street redevelopment plan.

· Downtown transit plans and stations.

· Others such as Glenwood South Streetscape Plan, Hillsborough Street partnership and other downtown housing investments.

Each of these projects presents an opportunity to further build an exciting urban core if properly coordinated.  The City’s current approach to managing these projects is fragmented.  Common vision, committed staff, partnerships and financial resources are warranted for consideration.

This can be accomplished in a number of ways but one model would include the following elements:

· Begin to develop an urban design team and establish an urban design center downtown.

· City would hire a full-time urban design professional who would lead and manage the urban design center and coordinate with other partners.

· A center would be established in a very visible location downtown for constant visual display and public input.

· Other design professionals from the County, State, N.C. State and the private sector would be urged to donate time, equipment and resources to the urban design center.

· The center could also serve as a place for meetings and focus groups as we complete the small area plan.

· The urban design center would coordinate a professional service contract to generate conceptual designs for Fayetteville Street and would begin to explore all the design and programmatic elements which were recommended by the Visioning Committee.

· The Center would coordinate design elements, choice of streetscape materials, virtual imaging and models, graphics and renderings and other elements which are critical to a successful urban core.

· It is expected that financial resources of approximately $250,000 would be needed to develop conceptual plans for Fayetteville Street, traffic studies and other professional contract services.  This money should be raised in a public/private partnership including other downtown stakeholders.

· A timeline would be a goal of July 1, 2002 to hire an urban design professional, establish the urban design center, hire a conceptual design consultant for Fayetteville Street and raise the private dollars to fund the effort.

This model recognizes that we have a strategic opportunity to redesign and rebuild the heart of our City, its urban core, the downtown.  Bold vision and dedicated resources with strong partners will allow us to accomplish that goal.

Additional Work Items

Council could authorize the City’s Transportation Department to provide an overview assessment of two downtown traffic changes:

· Conversion of Hargett and Martin Streets to two-way traffic.

· Eliminating a lane of traffic to provide parallel parking on the west side of South Salisbury Street and the east side of Wilmington Street.

City Manager Allen highlighted the report pointing out it is felt we have a lot of opportunity and there is a lot of public/private needs and this may be the right time to hire a person who could begin this urban design approach.  That person could work with all of these projects, work with raising some public/private dollars and a consultant could be brought in.  All of this he feels is probably precursory before considering opening of Fayetteville Street Mall.  He stated there is a lot of work to be done.

Mr. Kirkman pointed out there is an item in the Comprehensive Planning Committee looking at prioritizing the various small area plans and questioned if the City Manager is saying this would be a priority.  City Manager Allen stated he sees this as separate from the other plans.  It is a separate piece and the recommendations that have been made would more or less just start this process.  There is a work load that could be carried out if we had someone who was focuses only on these issues.  He stated he feels we need to move forward with this type of approach for our downtown.  Mr. Hunt stated he supports the Manager’s suggestions and would suggest that we tie into Progress Energy’s plan.  Part of the work has been done or is on-going and he feels this effort should be coordinated with their effort as well as other efforts in the downtown.  City Manager Allen stated he feels Process Energy would be an eligible firm that could be considered or present proposals.  He stated what he is talking about at this point is a full-time employee in the Planning Department and it would be a long-term effort not just a part-time effort.  Mayor Meeker stated without objection the item would be referred to Budget and Economic Development Committee for further consideration.

SKATE PARK – REQUEST FOR CONSTRUCTION – TO BE CONSIDERED A PART OF THE PARKS AND RECREATION ELEMENT OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE

During the March 19, 2002, Council meeting, Alice Smith, Odd One Out, presented a proposal for constructing a skate park in Raleigh.  It was directed that the item be placed on this agenda to receive a report from Administration concerning past efforts relative to a skate park and to receive a report on the skate park that has been established in Cary and/or other cities.  A report is in the agenda packet.

Mayor Meeker stated Council received information in the agenda packet on efforts in the past as well as information gathering that is taking place at this point.  City Manager Allen pointed out we have a consultant on board who is working with the Parks and Recreation Update of the Comprehensive Plan.  He stated we are asking questions about interest in this sport that is on-going now.  He suggested that this not be considered or treated as a separate element but let the on-going survey be completed before the staff does anymore work.  Ms. Cowell pointed out she was at the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Committee and they advised the person who had made the request to go through that effort and interest could be determined at that point.  It was agreed to refer this to the Parks and Recreation Department for review as a part of the Comprehensive Plan – Parks and Recreation Update.

LAKE JOHNSON ACQUISITION – CITY MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO CONTINUE NEGOTIATIONS

It was directed that an item be placed on this agenda to further consider the proposal to purchase acreage for inclusion in Lake Johnson Park.  Further information will be provided on Monday or at the Council meeting.

Mr. Kirkman pointed out Council members had received a signed document executed by the Trust For Public Land as well as Steve Dickson owner of the land.  He stated they have a letter of intent and are in the process of doing a contract, the price is set and will not change.  He stated as far as fund raising efforts are concerned the private group has cash and commitments in the range of $100,000.  The Trust has had an appraisal done of the property.  Mr. Kirkman moved that the Council authorize final approval for the City Manager to negotiate with the Trust for the acquisition of the property subject to conditions outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Cowell.  City Manager Allen indicated the motion should also include negotiating an agreement with Wake County that stipulates the arrangements they have put forward.  Mr. Kirkman and Ms. Cowell accepted that as a friendly amendment.

Mr. Odom stated he hasn’t seen the appraisal and he keeps hearing a lot of things about money, agreements, etc., but he hasn’t seen anything.  He stated as far as the money is concerned the County indicated they will supply $700,000 and $350,000 of that money they were going to give the City anyway so that is not new money.  The other $350,000 will have to be repaid.  The City is not getting any new money for this deal and in his opinion it is an ugly package not a pretty deal.

Mr. Isley stated there is a very short window of opportunity to continue due diligence and many times haste can hurt.  He indicated he would like to hear from the City Attorney of how much money is actually going to be needed from the City, what the City is committing to and pointed out what has been handed out to the Council today is the first actual written documentation he has seen and he feels it would be necessary for the City to see the appraisal.  Mr. Hunt stated this is an effort to keep the process moving forward.  The appropriate parities will have an opportunity to look at the appraisal.  He stated if the City decides not to exercise this authority it would get its money back.  In response to questioning City Attorney McCormick indicated he has just seen the document but it looks as if the Trust has a contingency to protect the City.  Mr. Odom again expressed concern about the deal pointing out as he understands the City will be liable for the whole amount if everything does not fall in exactly and he thinks it is a ridiculous amount to pay for this 12 acres.  City Manager Allen stated the Trust would be buying the property and the City would enter into a lease agreement with the Trust.  We would be buying the property in pieces.  Mr. Odom again expressed concern pointing out the State has put the City in a tough position money wise and he feels this is an absurd use of the money we have left.  He pointed out when we get into the budget and look at things such as Southeast Raleigh Assembly’s recommendations and other things such as that it will be interesting to see where we will get the money.  Mr. Kirkman pointed out the appraisal is available.  It was done for the Trust and is available for review by Administration or the City Attorney but it is not designed to be released as a public document.  He pointed out the appraisal was done by one of the top three appraisers the State normally uses.

Mr. West questioned the specific goals for fundraising.  Mr. Kirkman stated the group would be able to pay off the $350,000 to the County and try to pay $600,000 back to the City.  He stated that would bring the cost to the taxpayers down to the level of any lake front property inside the Beltline.  Mr. Shanahan stated as he understands the City would be guaranteeing the full amount basically be a co-signer.  He questioned what if the County doesn’t commit its share of funding and questioned why people would be willing to contribute if the City has already agreed to buy the land.  The motion as amended was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Odom who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

report and recommendation of the city manager

HILLSBOROUGH STREET IMPROVEMENT – 2004-2010 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM AMENDED REQUEST – APPROVED SUBSTITUTION FOR HILLSBOROUGH STREET IMPROVEMENTS

At the February 5, 2002 meeting, the Council accepted a report from the Hillsborough Street Partnership on the feasibility study and conceptual plan for the reconstruction of Hillsborough Street between Gorman Street and Oberlin Road at an estimated cost of $15.9 million. The report was endorsed by the City Council and a recommendation was adopted to include the Hillsborough Street improvements in City's 2004-2010 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) request to the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT). The City's 2004-2010 TIP requests were adopted at the November 7, 2001 Council meeting and are now under review by the Capital Area Metropolitan Organization (CAMPO).

Under CAMPO guidelines, Raleigh is limited to ten (10) project requests. Therefore, to include the Hillsborough Street project, one of the previously adopted projects must be deleted. The approved list of 10 projects was included in the agenda packet. Staff review indicates that the rehabilitation/landscaping of Capital Boulevard between Lane Street and I-440 (Project #9) may be a request that the Council may wish to delete in order to add the Hillsborough Street improvements. It is noted that the Capital Boulevard project is a new request and has no current funding or schedule status in the current TIP.

Recommendation:  Amend the 2004-2010 TIP request by deleting the Capital Boulevard project from Lane Street to I-440 and substituting the Hillsborough Street Improvements between Gorman Street and Oberlin Road.

Mr. Allen indicated there is information available that the State is taking an interest in undertaking the Capital Boulevard project.  That being the case this may be a good item to remove that project from the TIP and to substitute it with the Hillsborough Street project.  Mayor Meeker moved that the recommendation as stated be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and put to a vote that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

PROPOSED MAY 21, 2002 - $9,700,000 TWO THIRDS BOND SALE – VARIOUS ACTIONS APPROVED

To proceed with the proposed May 21, 2002 two-thirds bonds sale, it is necessary for the Council to pass a resolution making necessary findings and to authorize the filing of an application with the Local Government Commission for the bonds.  The Council must introduce bond orders authorizing $4,000,000 Fire Fighting Improvements Bonds, $2,300,000 Municipal Facilities Bonds, $1,400,000 Parks Bonds and $2,000,000 Streets Bonds. The Council must also designate the Director of Finance to file a Sworn Statement of Debt with the City Clerk, pass on the respective bond orders, approve a motion setting a public hearing on the orders to be held April 16, 2002 at 1:00 p.m. and direct the City Clerk to publish the orders once in a local newspaper not later than the sixth day before the hearing date.  A memorandum was included in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  To approve and proceed with the above referenced actions.

Mr. Allen indicated there is information pertaining to this in the Council agenda packet.  This has been done a number of times before and does not affect the debt model, and there is a degree of urgency to get this done before the end of the fiscal year.  He explained that earlier thinking indicated the Waste Transfer Station would need to be built in order to accommodate the City’s solid waste needs, as the Northwest Landfill would be out of service by 2006, but it now appears the landfill will be in service for a longer period of time.  That being the case the funding planned for the new station could be moved in the Capital Improvement Plan.  To accomplish this the funding for construction of the Waste Transfer Station could be removed and other projects substituted in.  These projects include two new fire stations as well as other projects in the  2002-2003 and 2003-2004 CIP.  Mr. Allen explained there is one issue regarding the Glenwood South Streetscape project currently proposed at $1.1 million.  He indicated there is existing funding in the amount of $600,000 for the streetscape project.  The project as proposed was not funded to allow for the undergrounding of utilities.  Mr. Allen pointed out in order to have a competitive street they would very much like to have utilities placed underground.  CP&L has indicated that undergrounding the utilities will cost in the range of an additional $1 million.  When complete we will have a first class project.

Mayor Meeker moved that the recommendation as stated be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and put to a vote that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  See Resolution 354 and Ordinances 186, 187, 188 and 189

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF

THE HISTORIC BLOUNT STREET TASK FORCE

BLOUNT STREET TASK FORCE – SUPPORT OF SENATE BILL 347 - REAFFIRMED

Linda Davis and Jim Loftin as well as a number of the members of the Historic Blount Street Task Force were at the meeting to make their report.  Ms. Davis stated for decades the historically significant houses of Blount Street have served as State offices.  Surrounding them are a number of surface parking lots and a facility for the State’s Motor Pool.  She explained House Bill 1334 and Senate Bill 347 which call for the return to private ownership of these State owned historic homes in the Blount Street area as well as the adjacent land.  Under these companion bills, State owned properties within the area may be sold to private owners when the properties are deemed to no longer be needed for State purposes.  Historic houses in the area will be restricted to residential uses such as private homes and bed and breakfast inns.  She pointed out land in the area may be used for mixed uses and could be sold by private negotiation so that appropriate plans and designs for new construction can be assured.  The bills call for a six member Blount Street Historic District Oversight Committee to be established in order to assure that the unique historic and architectural nature of the area is respected.  She presented a map showing the Blount Street area under consideration and its proximity to the area of State owned properties that would be sold pursuant to the various bills.  She talked about the rising interest in downtown residential living makes this an ideal time for the State to offer the historic houses for sale with preservation covenants so that they may be restored to residential use.  The passage of these bills would result in moving of State offices to more efficient structures, the private sector preservation of important historic houses and the residential repopulation of the area and would return the properties to local tax roles.  She talked about savings it would bring to the State, the precedent for selling properties and pointed out when this legislation is enacted the State wins, the City of Raleigh and Wake County win and the State taxpayers win and a valuable piece of our State’s heritage is preserved for future generations.  She stated several organizations interested in downtown issues have endorsed this proposal naming the Raleigh Historic Districts Commission and the Society for the Preservation of Historic Oakwood.

Mr. Kirkman pointed out the Council had asked for information about what is in the bills and what should be supported.  He stated he feels the Senate Bill is where we want to go; therefore, he would move that the City Council of the City of Raleigh reaffirm its support for Senate Bill 347.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West.  Mr. Hunt pointed out selling of these houses would be a good way for the State to raise much needed money.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF

THE PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD

FLETCHER PARK – PLANNING OF MEMORIAL FREEDOM TREES AND MARKER – APPROVED

City Manager Allen pointed out on March 21, 2002 a request from the Raleigh Garden Club to “plant memorial freedom trees and install a granite marker in honor of the victims and survivors of September 11, 2001 in Fletcher Park” was unanimously approved.  The Advisory Board voted unanimously to recommend that the City Council suspend rules relating to the installation of such a marker (Resolution 1998-122) and approve the request of the Raleigh Garden Club.  Correspondence is included in the agenda packet.  Mr. Odom moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman.  Mayor Meeker questioned if this is the type thing we need public input or a public hearing on with Mr. Kirkman questioning if the Parks and Recreation Department will have final say on where the trees and markers will go with City Manager Allen indicating the department would have final say.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

RALEIGH LITTLE THEATER – RENAMING OF PARK IN HONOR OF ISABELLA CANNON PARK – TO GO THROUGH NORMAL PROCEDURE

City Manager Allen pointed out Sallie Ricks, President of University Park Homeowners Association, appeared before the Advisory Board at the regular meeting on March 21, 2002 and presented a request to the Advisory Board for the naming of “parkland surrounding and including the Raleigh Little Theatre, Gaddy-Goodwin Teaching Theatre, Rose Garden, and Amphitheatre” as: Isabella Cannon Park.  A copy of the application is included in the agenda packet.

The majority vote of the Advisory Board was to approve recommending to the Council suspension of any rules which might delay the request, and that the Council approve the request.

Mr. Odom stated he had heard from representatives of the Raleigh Little Theater and they did not know that this was occurring and had not heard anything about the proposal.  He suggested that this item be sent to the Raleigh Little Theater Board of Directors and get their input.  Mayor Meeker stated it would be good to get comments from the Theater and he feels following the normal procedure for naming of park controlled facilities would allow for that and so moved.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman.  Mr. Kirkman pointed out Ms. Cannon did live in the area and was a very strong supporter of the Theater, the park doesn’t have a name now and he feels the suggestion is good but it should go through the normal procedure.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which passed unanimously.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

CAROLINA PINES AVENUE – DEVELOPMENT ISSUES – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

Chairperson Kirkman reported the Public Works Committee recommends that the fee-in-lieu of street improvements for Carolina Pines Avenue be waived for Lots 11 through 22 subject to the execution of appropriate legal documents with the City Attorney; and, that the issue of development be referred to the Community Development Department to consider the feasibility of a joint venture project with the property owner for the development of Lots 1 through 10.  The Committee also recommends that the City decline to accept the property owner’s offer to dedicate Lots 11 through 22.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Kirkman moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

CITY MANAGER – EVALUATION – CONTRACT AMENDED AND EXTENDED

Mayor Meeker pointed out the City Council had held an evaluation of City Manager Russell Allen.  He stated the last 12 months has been challenging.  We had the events of September 11, a recession, new Council members, tight budget proposals, etc.  He stated the City Council has been very pleased with Mr. Allen’s efforts.  He stated four members of the Council had been asked to develop a contract extension and he has circulated the proposed agreement.  He stated the proposed contract would include a $10,000 per year salary adjustment, 1 percent additional contribution to the retirement plan, 2 days vacation per month for a maximum accumulation of 60 days, car allowance, and the sick leave would be the same as general employees.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the employment agreement dated April 2, 2002 as submitted.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Hunt and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

City Manager Allen stated a year ago when he was hired he had expressed appreciation for being given the opportunity to be the City Manager of the City of Raleigh and he would extend that same appreciation today.

BASKETBALL AT CONVENTION CENTER – SHAW AND ST. AUGUSTINE’S – REFERRED TO BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Mayor Meeker pointed out there had been some discussions or thoughts relative to Shaw and St. Augustine’s utilizing the Convention Center for basketball.  He asked that this item be referred to Budget and Economic Development Committee.  Without objection the item was so referred.

NEW HOPE OUTREACH – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker talked about the New Hope Outreach Program on Lee Street.  He explained it is an after school tutoring program and it is a very positive program that will have positive impact on the community.  It is an after school tutoring program which is well worth anyone’s visit or participation.

LAW ENFORCEMENT – ETJ – REFERRED TO LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

Mr. Shanahan talked about the City’s expansion in law enforcement in the ETJ and the airport area.  He asked that an item be referred to Law and Public Safety Committee.  Without objection the item was so referred.

TRAFFIC – 25 MPH CITYWIDE SPEED LIMIT – REFERRED TO LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

Mr. Kirkman pointed out this Council and previous Councils have spent a lot of time on traffic calming and speeding issues.  He pointed out the City of Fayetteville has just passed an ordinance to make the speed limit in their city 25 mph citywide unless otherwise posted.  He stated he is not sure of the consequences but he would like for the Law and Public Safety Committee to look at the possibility for Raleigh.  He stated now it is confusing.  We have some streets that are posted 25 mph and one simply goes around the corner and there in a 35 mph zone or vice versa.  He stated it would be simpler to have a uniform citywide speed limit.  He pointed out we are receiving more and more petitions for the 25 mph zones.  He pointed out the City has tried a number of efforts including drive friendly and people are still having problems with speeding in their neighborhoods.  He stated may be the 25 mph citywide speed limit is something the City should look at.  Without objection the item was referred to the Law and Public Safety Committee.

DIX HOSPITAL – POSSIBILITY OF DEMOLITION – ADMINISTRATION TO INVITE SOMEONE FROM THE STATE TO EXPLAIN THE PROPOSAL

Mr. Kirkman talked about recent discussions and newspaper articles concerning closing Umstead and Dix Hospitals and building a new centralized facility in Chatham County.  He stated he does not understand the rationale for that proposal.  He pointed out the State has a master plan for the Dix property and that includes keeping the facility open.  He stated it is his belief it would be appropriate for the Raleigh City Council to weigh in on this issue.  He stated he does not see how closing the two facilities and building a new one would help anyone and he guesses the State views the Dix property as prime real estate that could be sold to help with their budget woes.  He pointed out if the State moves forward with this proposal he definitely feels that Raleigh should weigh in and think about what the City would want to happen on that property.  He suggested letting Administration take a look at this issue and give the Council a report to see what could go there, what opportunities the City may have, etc.  He suggested this be placed on the next agenda as a special item to receive a report from Administration.

In response to questioning, City Manager Allen pointed out he is not exactly sure what Mr. Kirkman is asking Administration to report on.  Mr. Kirkman talked about the size of the property owned by the State and pointed out when Healing Place opened there were celebrations about the marriage of Dix Hospital and Healing Place and now they are talking about taking the hospital away.  He stated he hadn’t been privileged to all of the information and there has not been a whole lot of publicity about the possibility.  He stated may be we could get a report on what the State’s plans are and then the Council could decide what route to take.  After a short discussion, City Manager Allen pointed out Administration could invite someone from the State to come in and provide a report at their earliest convenience.  It was agreed to follow that course of action.

CHAVIS PARK – HOPE VI GRANT – INFORMATION REQUESTED

Mr. West stated the Council had received some information on the Hope VI grant application for Chavis Heights.  He stated there seems to be concern from the community about the lack of information and people are coming up with their own conclusions as to what is going to occur.  He stated he is not sure of the relationship between the Housing Authority and the City Council but he feels it would be good if the Council could get information on the time lines, what input the Council has the authority to provide and what is being proposed.  He stated he would like to see some information on the status of displaced residents, what will happen to the people living in Chavis Heights and just exactly what is occurring.  He stated the Southeast Raleigh Assembly had recommended that the Housing Authority set up a public hearing but he does not know the status of that.  He stated it would be very unfortunate if all at once the City Council had to provide input and had not been included in the process all along.  He stated he understands the Housing Authority doesn’t have all the guidelines yet, but then he read that a decision had to be made in May.  Mr. Kirkman pointed out the Council does need more information it could make any decision and he too does not want to receive a package on a Friday and have to make a decision on the following Monday.  It was agreed to place this item on the next agenda to receive a report from the Housing Authority either oral or written.

SPEEDING – PLAZA PLACE – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Mr. Isley pointed out he had received a letter concerning speeding in the Turnberry Development on Plaza Place.  It was agreed to refer the complaint to staff for action or to provide information back to Council.

APPOINTMENTS

APPOINTMENTS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

The Clerk presented the following results of the ballot vote for the various committees:

Appearance Commission – One Vacancy – LaMarr Bunn – 2 (Odom, Isley); Chad Meadows – 1 (Meeker); Catherine Williams – 3 (Hunt, Shanahan and Kirkman); Horace Smith – 2 (Cowell, West).

Arts Commission – One Vacancy – Troy Page (All but Shanahan).

Board of Adjustment – Two Vacancies – Bobby Wieland and Steve Gurganus – 7 each (All but Meeker).

Civil Service Commission – At Large Member – One Vacancy - Greg Doucette – 3 (Isley, Hunt, Shanahan), Cheryl Grissom – 5 (Cowell, West, Odom, Kirkman, Meeker).

Convention Center Commission – Two Vacancies - Juanda Lajoice-Holley – 5 (West, Kirkman, Isley, Shanahan, Meeker); Don Walston – 5 (Odom, Kirkman, Isley, Hunt, Shanahan); Geoff Elting – 3 (Cowell, West, Meeker)

Housing Appeals Board – Two Vacancies – Two Vacancies - No nominees.

Substance Abuse Advisory Commission – One Vacancy – No nominees.

Mayor Meeker announced the reappointment of Troy Page to the Arts Commission, Steve Gurganus and Bobby Wieland to the Board of Adjustment, the appointment of Cheryl Grissom to the Civil Service Commission and the reappointment of Juanda Lajoice-Holley and the appointment of Don Walston to the Convention Center Commission.  The other items will be carried over until the next meeting.  Mayor Meeker suggested on the Appearance Commission nominations since there is so many nominees that the low vote getter – Chad Meadows be deleted at this point.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

PUBLIC NUISANCE – 11 STAR STREET – INFORMATION RECEIVED

City Attorney McCormick pointed out he had provided Council with information on filing of a public nuisance for 11 Star Street.  Mr. West commended the City Attorney and questioned how time consuming is that process.  City Attorney McCormick stated it is a very time consuming process.  Last case which was Plum Crazy and there were several hundred hours of attorney time involved.  The comments were received.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK

MINUTES – MARCH 19, 2002 – APPROVED AS PRESENTED

Council members received in their agenda packet copies of the minutes of the March 19, 2002, Council meeting and joint hearing with the Planning Commission.  Mr. Kirkman moved approval as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

TAXES – VARIOUS – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Council members received in the agenda packet is a proposed resolution relating to adjusting, rebating and/or refunding penalties, exceptions, and relieving interest for listing of property for ad valorem tax.  Adoption of the resolution is recommended.  It is also recommended the Council approve the listing as submitted by Wake County Tax Collector relative to clerical errors during the month of February 2002.  Mr. Kirkman moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 355.

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT ROLLS – VARIOUS – RESOLUTION SETTING PUBLIC HEARING ADOPTED

The following preliminary assessment rolls will be presented.  Adoption of the rolls which would set a public hearing for Tuesday, May 7, 2002 is recommended.

Paving AR 857 – Pleasant Valley Road Street Improvements

Sidewalk AR 314 – Pleasant Valley Road

Sidewalk AR 313 – Falls of Neuse Road

Sidewalk AR 315 – Hilburn Road

Mr. Kirkman moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolutions 355, 356, 357, 358 and 359.

EVENING MEETING

Mayor Meeker stated he understood Mr. Odom had another appointment and would not be at the night meeting.  He questioned if other Council members would be present.  Ms. Cowell pointed out she was scheduled for one of the stormwater as a utility presentations and she did not know what she was supposed to do.  Mr. Isley stated it would be good if he could be excused from the night meeting as he does not want to overdo it following his back surgery.  By general consensus it was agreed that Mr. Isley, Mr. Odom and Ms. Cowell would be excused from the night portion of the meeting.

RECESS:

There being no further business, Mayor Meeker announced the meeting recessed at 2:20 p.m. to be reconvened at 7:00 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in a regular reconvened meeting on Tuesday, April 2, 2002, at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, 222 W. Hargett Street, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, Raleigh, North Carolina with all Council members present except Ms. Cowell, Mr. Isley and Mr. Odom.  The three were excused from the night portion of the meeting during the afternoon session of the meeting.  Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order and the following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

REQUEST AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

POPE HOUSE MUSEUM FOUNDATION – INFORMATION RECEIVED

Kenneth J. Zogry, Director of the Pope House Museum Foundation, was at the meeting and gave a brief introduction to Manassa Thomas Pope.  He explained Mr. Pope ran for Mayor for the City of Raleigh and you do not find that story in any history book.  He stated the Pope House is fairly unassuming on the outside but once you go inside the importance becomes evident.  He explained the work of the Pope House Museum Foundation pointing out they have talked with the County School System and they are very excited about being involved in the Foundation.  He pointed out restoration of the Pope House will help enhance the economic redevelopment in that part of the City of Raleigh explaining the house is in a transition zone between the development downtown and the residential area.  He presented Council members with a book about the Foundation pointing out it was put together through the generous donations from some firms in the Research Triangle Park as well as the Fletcher Foundation.  The people who have gone on the Board of the Foundation cross all races, backgrounds, political parties, etc.  He explained included in the package of material is an editorial written which calls the Pope House a jewel in a crown.  He stated he would be more than happy to take anyone through the house pointing out the house is not restored as yet but one could see the importance of the house.  He stated they want to partner with the City and are in the process of completing a Hotel/Motel Meal Grant application for funds from the Hotel/Motel Meals’ Tax.  He stated in addition they want to be certain that they are included in any planning efforts in that area pointing out the last time they talked to the people in the Planning Department the house was not included in the Blount Street Overlay.  He stated, however, they want to be included in any planning for the area.

Mayor Meeker urged Mr. Zogry  to get the grant application completed and ask Administration to add Mr. Zogry to any notification lists for planning efforts, etc., or any events for that area.

SEWER CONNECTION – 2009 ANNE AVENUE – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

Clifton Winston representing his daughter-in-law who has purchased property at 2009 Anne Avenue stated she is in the process of constructing a home at that location and pointed out when she began applying for permits they found out that there is a private sewer line that was installed in 1986.  The sewer line which was on a private right-of-way served one house.  He stated they are requesting that she be allowed to connect to that sewer line.  Mr. Winston pointed out his brother had the line installed and dedicated it to the City of Raleigh.  He explained the location of hydrants and pointed out 5 to 7 homes feed off of the line.  He stated had his daughter-in-law known that they were going to run into this problem she would have never purchased the property.  He stated she has a construction loan that is going to balloon in September or October and she has not even been able to start work.  He stated he is not asking the City to do anything that would harm the City of Raleigh.  He stated they have been told that they would have to give a letter saying that if they are allowed to connect and there is any problem with the water or sewer line on the private side the homeowner would be responsible.  He stated the sewer line is 25 to 40 feet from her house and if the City would allow her to connect she will be able to build her home.

Mr. West moved the item be referred to the Public Works Committee.

NITROGEN LOADING LIMITATION – REQUEST FOR VARIANCE – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

Rebecca L. Kalons, Mid Atlantic Associates, P.A., representing MAA Expansion, 409 Rogers View Court, pointed out currently the group is located in a facility on Rogers Lane of about 5,000-square feet and they want to expand.  She explained there is a sanitary sewer line along the rear of the property and on an easement on the northeast of the property.  The expansion would run up to the easement.  She stated what is not being allowed is to be able to put any best management practices in place.  She pointed out they went through the express review with their plans and are being told what they need to do is ask for a variance for the nitrogen loading.  She talked about where they are now pointing out they are at a 14 and cannot get down to 10.  She explained where their discharge will go pointing out there will be some nitrogen reduction.  She explained they are over sizing the storm drainage and are trying to get the nitrogen down.

City Manager Allen pointed out the Council does have an opportunity to grant a variance but the Council may want to take the issue into Committee to make sure it is comfortable with any variances to the policy.  Without objection the item was referred to Public Works Committee.

ANIMAL CONTROL – FAYETTEVILLE STREET MALL – REFERRED TO LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE; ORDINANCE TO NOT BE ENFORCED DURING STUDY

James H. McLawhorn and his small dog were at the meeting with Mr. McLawhorn pointing out his dog is the reason he is before the Council.  Mr. McLawhorn stated he lives in the Sir Walter Apartments and every time he walks his dog he is breaking the law.  He explained Fayetteville Street Mall is the only street in the City where an animal cannot be walked.  He stated he is disabled and one of his joys is to be able to walk his dog.  He stated recently he was approached by a police officer and told that he could not walk his dog on the mall.  He pointed out the City is trying to get people in the downtown area and new residential units are being built in the old Belk’s Building.  He stated people will want to have dogs and there needs to be a place they can walk their dogs.  He questioned if there is any way to change the ordinance or some way that he can walk his dog without breaking the law.

Brief discussion took place and Mayor Meeker suggested the item be referred to Law and Public Safety Committee and while the Committee is reviewing the issue that Administration could hold off on enforcement of the ordinance against Mr. McLawhorn.

MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

UNFIT DWELLING – 704 VARDAMAN STREET – HEARING – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the adoption of an ordinance prohibiting occupancy of the unfit dwelling until repaired to comply with the requirements of the Housing Code as it relates to 704 Vardaman Street property of John W. Winters, Trustee.  The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Kirkman moved adoption of the ordinance as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Hunt and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Cowell, Isley and  Odom absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Ordinance 184.

UNFIT BUILDING DEMOLITION – 644 COLEMAN STREET – HEARING – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance authorizing the demolition of the unfit building at 644 Coleman Street (residential dwelling and detached structure) pursuant to provisions of Section 10-6131 of the Housing Code.  The property is in the name of the Lawrence Williams, Heirs, c/o Leon F. Williams, Administrator.  The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Kirkman moved adoption of the ordinance as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Hunt and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Odom, Isley and Cowell excused from meeting).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Ordinance 185.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT – ANNUAL ACTION PLAN AND BUDGET – HEARING – COMMENTS RECEIVED

This was a hearing to receive public comment on the annual action plan and budget which describes the City’s plans for expenditure of Federal funds Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) (HOME) for fiscal Year 2002-03.  The Mayor opened the hearing.

Danica Coleman, 1627 Battery Drive, representing her father Danny Coleman, presented the following prepared statement:

Through the years, since its creation, the Department has had a great influence on the reshaping of Southeast Raleigh.  The community along with the staff have worked together to do remarkable things.

In keeping with this fine history I would like to make the following suggestions:

1. That I strongly support the efforts of Councilman Neal Hunt, in conjunction with Mr. Bill Mullins, to create a developers course.  I would hope that the Community Development Department would work very hard in aiding and assisting this noble effort especially as it relates to redeveloping the inner core of our great city.

2. That keeping funds handled by the Community Development Department in the inner core by way of engaging those businesses indigenous to the area become a paramount goal of the department.

3. That the department designs its web page so that it includes all the redevelopment areas and plans.  This development would mirror the fine web page that the planning department has, which details all the plans developed by the Council and citizens of Raleigh.

4. That the Redevelopment Area and plans be added to the Comprehensive Plan.

Thank you.

Octavia Rainey, representing the North Central CAC and College Park area, asked the Council to provide $25,000 for the Fair Housing Hearing Board which is an eligible activity.  Ms. Rainey cited a need to update the analysis of impediments.  She stated the City may need to contract that out but it needs to be updated.  Ms. Rainey talked about the need to see money for Maple Street in the budget.  She stated she thought the process on Carver Street was unfair and she would like to see Maple Street included but the City should look at the process to make sure it is fair.  She stated the City needs to be sensitive in working in these areas pointing out she would like to work with the Inspections Department to redo the process.

Deborah King, 624 West Jones Street, Executive Director of CASA, presented the following prepared statement:

Thank you for your partnerships with CASA and all the City does to address the issue of affordable housing and viable neighborhoods.

While we appreciate all that is being done-it is simply not enough.  No longer can people who work hard every day-have a place to call home.  Due to increasing rental costs-it now takes $10.58 an hour to afford a one bedroom apartment.  Janitors make $7.46 while retail workers earn $7.99.  The Continuum of Care-a working group of homeless service providers-just completed a count of families who are doubled up.  This count was completed over a two week period and revealed that there are 13,000 families doubled up in Wake County.  That is 13,000 families who are one disagreement away from joining the homeless ranks.

While most of us enjoy a wonderful quality of life here in the Capital city of North Carolina, there are many who lack the most basic necessities-like food and shelter.  And so I stand before you tonight-to ask that we target the dollars for those with the most need.  In reviewing the Action Plan, I wanted to offer the following comments:

1. Encourage the development of more affordable rental housing for very low income citizens.

2. Appreciate the fact that people with disabilities and people who are homeless are in the priority one focus.

3. Request the set-aside of match money for the HUD permanent housing project.  If we can produce matching dollars, our community is eligible for a $500,000 bonus-this is money that does not have to be repaid.

4. Encourage City Community Development to attend two additional meetings monthly-the Continuum of Care meeting and the Wake Housing and Homeless Coalition meeting-to improve the exchange and flow of information and to serve as a resource.

Michael Rieder, Haven House Services, presented the following prepared statement:

We wish to thank the leadership of the City of Raleigh for continuing to address the issues of affordable housing and other needs of our citizens who face special challenges and are not able to fully participate in all that this community has to offer.  I wish to recommend for your consideration the allocation of funding for the provision of supportive services for our homeless citizens.  I am confident it is recognized by those in this chamber that there many faces to homelessness.  Women, families with children, working people all among the homeless population.  There is another group that may surprise you.  Adolescents.  According to the gaps analysis done by the Wake County Continuum of Care here are 259 homeless youth in our community, with services available for 15 of them.  Last year, Haven House’s program which serves homeless adolescents received 190 referrals of youth who were homeless or at imminent risk of homelessness.  These are young people without families, living from place to place.  Some sleep in cars.  They are generally unknown to traditional community agencies.  They tend to try to blend in, to be invisible.  They are very likely to drop out of school.  Some of these young people are identified because they come to our runaway/crisis shelter.  Crisis is a daily way of life for them.  Many of the homeless young people coming to our program are referred by former clients.

What these young people need is support and assistance.  They need help to transition to self-sufficiency.  What they have told us they need is help with transportation, help with getting jobs, a safe place to live and help learning how to do the many daily tasks that are required to live on one’s own.  In human services jargon they need, and I am advocating for, funding for supportive services for transitional programs.

Do these programs work?  Indeed they do.  We have former clients who are now in the position to hire or current clients.  Former clients are in college.  Their successes are to be celebrated by this community.

You have heard the African proverb, “It takes a whole village to raise a child.”  To that I would add, “And it takes a long time.”

Michael Watkins stated he is a guest at the South Wilmington Street facility run by Wake County.  He talked about the needs of single adult men pointing out they have hardships also.  Their needs should not be ignored when discussing affordable housing.  He pointed out the Kings Motel or something of that nature could be used as a transitional type housing and asked the Council to consider giving that to CASA as single men need a place of affordable housing after they leave the South Wilmington Street location.  He stated they want to be self sufficient and again asked that the City consider helping CASA with the renovation of the Kings Hotel pointing out Lennox Chase is just not enough.

Thomas Glover, South Wilmington Street, supported what Mr. Watkins said.  He stated he too is in the homeless shelter and pointed out the missing link is affordable housing.  He stated many times people do not want to graduate from the homeless shelter as there is no place for them to go.  He asked the Council to spend funds on a place that will help single men.

Kevin Reid, 1304 Pender Street, talked about the College Park redevelopment and acquisition of nine units in the 300 block of Maple Street.  He stated he had talked to representatives of the Community Development Department and pointed out it just seems that some people are rewarded for bad behavior.  He stated the houses on Pender Street are just as rickety as the ones on Maple except the people on Pender have a little pride and are trying to fix their houses up but since they are trying they don’t seem to be able to get any help.  The people who have bad behavior seems to get all the attention and that doesn’t seem fair.

No one else asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  The Mayor asked the Clerk to provide the minutes of this section of the meeting in a separate set so that it can be kept in the budget files.

PU 2002-2 – PEARL RIDGE SUBDIVISION – HEARING – RESOLUTION DIRECTING PROJECT ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the installation of approximately 1,300 feet of 8-inch sanitary sewer main from existing 8-inch sanitary sewer main in Pearl Ridge Subdivision to Rock Quarry Road and north along Barnwell Road.  The project is inside and outside the City Limits and would be assessed on a front footage/acreage basis.  The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Kirkman moved adoption of a resolution directing the project as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Shanahan and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Cowell, Isley and Odom absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 360.

STREET NAME CHANGE-3-02 – LINVILLE RIDGE DRIVE/CASTLE PINES DRIVE – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider changing the name of a portion of Linville Ridge Drive to Castle Pines Drive pursuant to resolution-of-intent, advertisement and notification as required by law.  The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard.  Planning Director Chapman explained the proposal.  Mr. Shanahan moved approval of the street name change as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Cowell, Isley and Odom absent and excused).  See Resolution 361.

RESURFACING ASSESSMENT ROLL 853 – COLLETON ROAD – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider adopting a resolution confirming Resurfacing Assessment Roll 853 – Colleton Road – according to charges outlined in Resolution 2002-314 adopted on March 5, 2002.  The Mayor opened the hearing.

Eric Fuegel, 405 Colleton Road, pointed out they had never had this type assessment before and asked about the assessment policy of the City.  The City Manager explained the policy in full.  Discussion took place on the assessment policy, the resurfacing program, the number of streets in the City that would fall under the resurfacing program, how long the program has been in affect and the qualifications for street resurfacing without assessment.  No one else asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Kirkman moved adoption of a resolution confirming charges as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Hunt and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Cowell, Isley and Odom absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 362.

SEWER ASSESSMENT ROLL 856 – ALTHA STREET – HEARING – RESOLUTION CONFIRMING CHARGES ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider adopting a resolution confirming charges outlined in Street Assessment Roll 856 – Altha Street – according to charges outlined in Resolution 2002-315 adopted on March 5, 2002.  The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Kirkman moved adoption of the confirming resolution as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Shanahan and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Cowell, Isley and Odom absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 363.

WATER ASSESSMENT ROLLS 1252 AND 1252A – PERRY CREEK WATER MAIN EXTENSION – HEARING – CONFIRMING RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider adopting resolutions confirming Water Assessment Rolls 1252 and 1252A – Perry Creek Water Main Extension – according to charges outlined in Resolutions 2002-316 and 317 adopted on March 5, 2002.  The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Kirkman moved adoption of the confirming resolutions as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Hunt and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Cowell, Isley and Odom absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 365.

ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business, Mayor Meeker announced the meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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