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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in special session on Thursday, January 24, 2002, at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 West Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina with the following present:




Mayor Meeker, Presiding




Mr. Kirkman




Mr. Odom




Ms. Cowell




Mr. Hunt




Mr. Isley




Mr. Shanahan




Mr. West

Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order pointing out the purpose of the meeting is to discuss the possible purchase or acquisition by eminent domain of an approximately 11-acre site near Lake Johnson.  He pointed out this matter came to his attention last week.  A grading permit was applied for on Tuesday but has not been issued.  He stated this particular piece of property has been talked about for some time but it could not be worked out for City acquisition.  He asked the City Attorney to explain what should be discussed in open session and what should be discussed in closed session.  City Attorney McCormick indicated nothing is required to be in closed session.  He stated however, if the Council is going to get into discussion on acquisition or condemnation, he feels staff would prefer that those be in closed session.  He stated every one knows what piece of property we are talking about but may be prices should not be talked about in open session.

City Manager Allen explained the location pointing out this is approximately 12 acres adjacent to Lake Johnson.  He stated the property owner has submitted a plan for town houses, the site plan has been approved and the property owners are in the process of getting a grading permit.  He pointed out the City has negotiated with the property owner but no conclusion could ever be reached.  He talked about negotiations for a buffer, and pointed out the old master plan for Lake Johnson and where residential has already been developed.  Discussion took place on the location of the property and the distance between the proposed residential and the lake edge and greenway.  It was pointed out the property is probably less than 100 feet from the water.

City Manager Allen indicated the range of value for this property is between $1.8 and $2 million.  He stated a map is available at the meeting showing the other areas the City has targeted needs for park property.  He talked about the amount of money allocated for open space and parks over the next five years being approximately $15 and here we are talking about between $1.8 and $2 million for this parcel.  The question is does the Council want to proceed with trying to acquire this piece of property.  Mr. Odom stated it is high dollar property as it looks to him as if we are talking about somewhere in the vicinity of $35 per square foot.  Mr. Kirkman talked about the density and the projected density in the area which calls for the need for more open space.  He indicated the owner of this property has gone to the State and has met the guidelines relating to wetlands mitigation.  He talked about wetland mitigation and the impact in this area.  Mr. Isley questioned how many target areas the City has as it relates for park acquisition with Parks and Recreation Director Duncan pointing out about 20 sites, some community and some neighborhood park areas.  Mr. Shanahan questioned the use of park bond money to purchase this property.  He stated he is not against trying to acquire this property but he feels taking the bond money may jeopardize the Council's credibility with the public as the public was told what the park money would be used for.  Comments about the park bond money and use of that money was discussed with it being pointed out there were some specified projects in the parks bond referendum and there was some money that was not specified.  Mr. Allen pointed out that was his understanding and that is why it was included as a possible revenue service.  He stated he was just trying to put into context the amount of dollars available.

Mr. West pointed out we have park site needs all over the City and questioned how this fits in our priority ranking.  Mr. West stated he was somewhat at a disadvantage as he does not know how the priorities are established and where this would be within those priorities.  In response to questioning, City Manager Allen indicated we do not have any proposed programmed use for this property and that is one of the things that is probably considered in setting priorities.  Mayor Meeker explained the City has purchased land around Lake Johnson and pointed out many times land becomes available in a sensitive area and the City steps up and purchases the land.  Mr. Kirkman pointed out he was chair of the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board as well as worked with the Lake Johnson Master Plan.  The original master plan covers this tract of land.  He stated this particular piece of property brought about a lot of discussion.  He told of the discussion and the desire for the park to include this particular piece of property.  He talked about the success of the summer program and the demand for space and the density in the area.  He pointed out if this piece of property could be acquired there is even potential for a revenue source there.

Discussion took place on the site plan that has been approved with it being pointed out it is for 83 townhouses.  Mr. Hunt questioned if staff or anyone is aware of any alternative funding for the purchase of this property with Mr. Kirkman pointing out there is alternative funding available.  Mr. Odom stated everyone keep saying there is alternative funding available but he hasn't seem any come forth.

Council members agreed that it would be best to go into closed session to discuss funding and acquisition price.  Mayor Meeker stated a motion is in order to enter closed session pursuant to NCGS 143-318.11(a)(5) for the purpose of instructing city staff regarding the possible acquisition of the following properties.  Potential expansion of Lake Johnson Park through the purchase of approximately 12 acres of land off Lake Dam Road.  Mr. Odom moved approval of the motion as read by the Mayor.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman.

Liz Dixon, Friends of Lake Johnson, stated there are some 200 to 300 people who are willing to go out and find the money.  She stated within a week they had put together $5,000.  There are many private donors and people who are willing to help.  She stated they would do all they can to help with the funding if the City would be willing to commit to spreading the funding over a number of years.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  The Council went into closed session at 7:20 p.m.

Council reconvened in open session at 7:40 p.m.  Mayor Meeker stated the City Council has considered this question very carefully and while the Council feels it would be a very good addition to Lake Johnson Park given the fact that the property is estimated to cost over $100,000 an acre or more the Council did not take action to pursue the purchase that is, there was no City Council action to go forward at this time.

Adjournment.  There being no further business, Mayor Meeker announced the meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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