
City Council Minutes


April 15, 2003


CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session on Tuesday, April 15, 2003, at 1:00 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.



Mayor Meeker, Presiding



Mr. Kirkman



Mr. Odom



Ms. Cowell



Mr. Hunt



Mr. Isley



Mr. Shanahan



Mr. West

Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order.  Invocation was rendered by Reverend Craig Troutman of the Raleigh Moravian Church.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Council Member Neal Hunt.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.
RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS
CAROLINA COURAGE – WSA ALL STAR GAME – AWARDED TO RALEIGH
Mayor Meeker recognized Mr. Scott Travasos, General Manager and Marsha McDermott, Assistant General Manager of the Carolina Courage who extended thanks to the City Council and City staff for the support of the Carolina Courage in the past.  Mr. Travasos explained that Ms. McDermott was working with the Carolina Courage team last year and has recently joined him in the front office.  Ms. McDermott pointed out that the Women’s Soccer Association has awarded the City of Raleigh the All Star Game to be played on June 19 and will be attended by a number of celebrities.  Tickets will be available soon from the Carolina Courage office.  Mr. Travasos presented the Mayor and the Council with a jersey signed by each member of the team and added that the showdown scheduled for June 19 will be televised on ESPN.
SHAW LADY BEARS – 2003 CIAA CHAMPS – RECOGNIZED – DONATION TO RALEIGH CITY MUSEUM
Mayor Meeker recognized Mr. John Cook of the Raleigh City Museum who indicated that the Shaw Lady Bears are the 2003 CIAA Champions and have presented an autographed basketball to the Museum for display.  Mr. Cook accepted the basketball on behalf of the museum and recognized a number of members of the Board of Directors and staff in the audience.  He pointed out the Shaw Women’s Basketball Team plays a symbolic role in the community and they are very pleased about the standards of collegiate sports and the role that colleges play in the community.  The donation of this basketball fits within the policy guidelines to accept donations and indicated he appreciates Shaw and the City Council for thinking of the Museum in this role.

PROCLAMATION – MUNICIPAL CLERK’S WEEK – RECOGNIZED
Mayor Meeker read a proclamation proclaiming April 27 through May 3, 2003 Municipal Clerk’s Week in the City of Raleigh.  The proclamation was accepted by Deputy City Clerk Donna Hester on behalf of City Clerk Gail Smith.
PROCLAMATION – RALEIGH TOURISM WEEK – RECOGNIZED
Mayor Meeker read a proclamation proclaiming May 11 through 17, 2003 as Raleigh Tourism Week.  No one was present to accept the proclamation.

PROCLAMATION – CLEAN YOUR FILES WEEK – RECOGNIZED
Mayor Meeker read a proclamation proclaiming April 20 through 26, 2003 as Clean Your Files Week.  No one was present to accept the proclamation.
CERTIFICATES OF APPOINTMENT – PRESENTATIONS MADE
Mayor Meeker explained the Certificate of Appointment presentation and presented certificates to George C. Venters, Jr. who was recently appointed to the Appearance Commission; to Mr. Thomas A. McCormick, Jr. who was recently reappointed to the Centennial Authority; and, Mrs. Gregory Tyler who was recently appointed to the Raleigh Historic Districts Commission.
WAR IN IRAQ – ACCOMPLISHMENTS RECOGNIZED

Mayor Meeker indicated that two weeks ago the war in Iraq began and it appears that much of the large scale fighting is over.  He stated this has been an incredible accomplishment on behalf of all the armed forces and spoke to the City’s planning celebration this fall in honor of those City employees that will be returning from Iraq.  He indicated the item referring to the celebration will be discussed later in the agenda.

TREES ACROSS RALEIGH – ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Mayor Meeker indicated just recently the Trees Across Raleigh Program was a unanimous success where 400 trees were planted in various parks throughout Raleigh.  He expressed appreciation for those who assisted in this endeavor.

NEUSE RIVER CLEANUP – ANNOUNCEMENT MADE
Mayor Meeker pointed out that the Neuse River Cleanup is planned for the following Saturday where volunteers will be picking up trash and debris along the Neuse River area.

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT – NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING – APPRECIATION NOTED
Mayor Meeker indicated he wished to extend thanks to the staff for setting up the meeting with the neighbors around the Wastewater Treatment Plant to discuss a number of issues.  He indicated it was a very successful meeting.

CONSENT AGENDA
CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED
Mayor Meeker presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion.  If a Councilor requests discussion on an item the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  The vote on the Consent Agenda will be a roll call vote.  Mayor Meeker indicated he had received a request from Mr. Kirkman to withdraw the item relating to the Temporary Street Closing of the 110 Block of S. Saunders Street Service Road and the item related to the Temporary Street Closing for the 100 Block of West Street.  Mayor Meeker indicated he would like to withdraw the item related to the Raleigh Outdoor Sculpture Expo.  Without objection the items were withdrawn from the Consent Agenda.  Mr. Odom moved that the administration’s recommendations on the remaining items on the Consent Agenda be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  The items on the Consent Agenda were as follows:
CAMBRIDGE ROAD STREET IMPROVEMENTS, BANBURY ROAD TO FAIRVIEW ROAD – PROJECT DELETION – REPEAL DIRECTING RESOLUTION (2002) - 324
On March 5, 2002, Council approved a petition for street improvements on Cambridge Road from Banbury Road to Fairview Road.  After reviewing the design during a public meeting, a letter was received from all petitioners requesting withdrawal of the petition.

Recommendation:  Delete the street improvement petition project and repeal directing Resolution (2002) - 324.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 724.
INTERLOCAL WATER SERVICE AGREEMENT – JOHNSTON COUNTY – APPROVED AND AUTHORIZED CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE AGREEMENT

The City has requested approval from Johnston County to extend water service to several properties along Shotwell Road including St. James Subdivision which is within Johnston County.  A community well for this subdivision has been adversely impacted by the City’s biosolids land application program. Raleigh is extending its water distribution system in order to provide public water service to these properties.

Recommendation:  Council concurrence in this request and authorization for the City Manager to execute the agreement.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.
ST. JAMES SUBDIVISION WATER SYSTEM AGREEMENT – HEATER UTILITIES, INC. – APPROVED AND AUTHORIZED CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE AGREEMENTS
The City has been working with Heater Utilities, Inc., regarding the purchase of the St. James subdivision water system.  The cost of the purchase is $45,000.  A community well for this subdivision has been adversely impacted by the City’s biosolids land application program.  The well will be taken out of service and the subdivision’s water distribution system will be connected to the City’s new water line.
Recommendation:  Concurrence in this request and authorization for the City Manager to execute the agreement (transfer to be handled administratively).  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.
ANNEXATION PETITIONS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN
Petition Annexations

	Area Name Contiguous
	Petitioner
	Acres
	Proposed Use

	2442 Charles Drive/Gill Property
	Sylvia Gill
	.52
	Existing Residential

	Triangle Towne Commons Ph 11
	Judson E Smith, JG Triangle Peripheral, LLC 
	14.52
	Commercial

	Ashworth Estates/Camden Park
	Hampton Pitts, Centex Homes
	71.58
	Residential


Recommendation:
a.
That these annexation petitions be acknowledged and that Council request the City Clerk to check their sufficiency pursuant to State statutes, and except as noted below, and if found sufficient advertise for public hearings on Tuesday, May 20, 2003.
b.
Because the existing residence at 2442 Charles Drive is connecting to City water only and the other utility is not available at this time, it is recommended that annexation of this property be deferred.

Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SALE OF SURPLUS EQUIPMENT – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
The Purchasing Agent has requested a Resolution Authorizing the Sale of Items of Surplus Property in order that personal property items exceeding $5,000 might be disposed of. The surplus equipment will be transferred to North Carolina State Surplus Property agency on consignment to be sold by competitive bidding. It is recommended that the proposed resolution be adopted by the City Council and the Purchasing Agent be authorized to transfer the equipment to sale.
Recommendation:  Approval.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 725.
PARADE ROUTES – DEATH MARCH TO PROTEST WAR IN IRAQ AND SHRINERS PARADE - APPROVED
Wendy Mitchener, representing North Carolinians for Alternatives to War, requests permission to hold a Death March to Protest War in Iraq on Saturday, April 19, 2003, from 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.
A request to hold the Annual Shriners Parade on Saturday, June 7, 2003, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. was approved by the City Council on February 18, 2003.  Weston Butler, representing the N.C. Desert of Shrine Temples, is requesting that the time of the parade be changed from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Recommendation:  Approval of the time change as requested.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

BICYCLE RACE – HABITAT WAKE CYCLING CHALLENGE CRITERIUM – APPROVED SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS
Wayne Unruh, representing the Capital Cycling Club, requests permission to hold the Habitat Wake Cycling Challenge Criterium Bicycle Race on Sunday, May 25, 2003, from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.
STREET CLOSING – 800 BLOCK OF WEST MORGAN STREET – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY
Chris Shaw, representing Charlie Goodnights Club and Restaurant, requests permission to close the service road between the railroad tracks and the 800 block of West Morgan Street on Thursday, May 1, 2003, from 5:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. to hold a Cinco de Mayo outdoor party.
Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.
STREET CLOSING – 8100 BLOCK OF KINGSLAND DRIVE – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY
Amy Ashy, representing the Kingsland Woods Homeowners Association, requests permission to temporarily close the 8100 block of Kingsland Drive between Westwood Place and where Kingsland Drive loops back around to intersect with itself on Saturday, May 3, 2003, from 3:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. to hold a neighborhood block party.
Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.
STREET CLOSING – 1900 BLOCK OF MCCARTHY STREET – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

Amy Edwards requests permission to close the 1900 block of McCarthy Street between Alexander Road and Whitaker Mill Road on Saturday, May 17, 2003, from 1:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. to hold a neighborhood block party.
Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.
POLICE DEPARTMENT – EQUIPMENT GRANT RESOLUTION – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
In 1996, the traffic unit (motorcycle) was expanded to its current size.  The officers continue to wear the helmets that were issued at that time.  Since that date, the helmet manufacturer has produced equipment that offers enhanced safety features and better communications systems within the helmet.  A grant through the N.C. Governor’s Highway Safety Program that would allow the purchase of twenty-one (21) new motorcycle helmets for the entire traffic unit is actively being sought.  A fifty percent (50%) City match in the amount of $3,542, which is currently available in the Uniform and Equipment account, is required by the N.C. Governor’s Highway Safety Program.  A Council resolution must be submitted with the grant application.
Recommendation:  Approval of resolution.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 726.
EASEMENT – LEESVILLE ROAD PARK – APPROVED TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION EASEMENT
Olde Raleigh Development Corporation (ORDC) requests a temporary construction easement so they may enter the new sanitary sewer easement as shown on a map prepared by M.W. Wood Surveying and entitled “Leesville Road Park Sanitary Sewer Easement Map” and install a new sewer line (per Raleigh Public Utilities specifications) that crosses City of Raleigh (Leesville Road Park) property located at 0 Leesville Road.  Monetary compensation required by the City of Raleigh will be $2,000.00 ($1.33/ square foot).

Recommendation:  Approval of a temporary construction easement as specified above.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.
CONSULTANT SERVICES – CAPACITY MANAGEMENT OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE (CMOM) PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT - NEGOTIATE CONTRACT WITH CAMP DRESSER AND MCKEE
The USEPA is implementing a new program of self-appraisals of sewer collection systems called Capacity Management Operations and Maintenance (CMOM).  The City is voluntarily beginning the CMOM process before it becomes an EPA mandate and to look for opportunities to further improve the operation of the sewer collection system.  Seven proposals were received for the CMOM preliminary assessment.  The three top firms are listed in ranking order:
Camp Dresser & McKee

CH2MHill

Hazen and Sawyer

Recommendation:  Authorize Administration to negotiate a contract with Camp Dresser & McKee for the Capacity Management Operations and Maintenance (CMOM) preliminary assessment.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.
CONTRACT AMENDMENT – E. M. JOHNSON WATER TREATMENT PLANT – SLUDGE REUSE PROJECT – AMENDMENT #1 – APPROVED
The City currently has an agreement with Judy D. Brooks Contractors, Inc., for the E.M. Johnson Water Treatment Plant Sludge Reuse Project.  Amendment #1 in the amount of $60,000 is for sludge removal for the remainder of the fiscal year.  Funds are available.

Recommendation:  Approve amendment #1 and the budget amendment.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.
PERSONNEL CHANGES – PUBLIC UTILITIES DEPARTMENT POSITION RECLASSIFICATION - APPROVED
Public Utilities currently has a vacant Laborer I, classification #4001, position (5260-614, #003610), pay grade 19, in the Sewer Maintenance Division.  Due to having one more sewer jet/vac truck than Lead Laborer I positions to run those trucks, it is requested that this position be reclassified to Lead Laborer I, classification #4101, pay grade 24.

Recommendation:  Approval of the reclassification of this position.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.
BUDGET AMENDMENTS – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
The agenda presented the following recommended budget amendments.

Administrative Services - $43,640.18 – to increase the budget to reflect actual revenue from Municipal Service Districts. The Downtown Raleigh Alliance has submitted a revised budget for the additional funding.
Finance - $181,716.00 – to appropriate wireless 911 funds received from the State for ECC 911 Project for the five month period November 2002-March 2003.
Parks and Recreation  - $7,155.00 – to increase revenue and expenditure accounts to reflect greater than anticipated revenue from prior years at Lake Wheeler to provide funds for part time salaries, equipment repair and program promotion materials for the remainder of FY03.
Police - $4,943.82 – to appropriate interest earned on U.S. Department of Justice Block Grant for additional grant eligible expenditures.  Grantor requires interest to be posted on grant funds advanced and to be utilized for grant purposes.
Public Utilities - $154,400.00 – to provide funds to continue sludge removal at the Water Treatment Plant through the remainder of this fiscal year.
Transportation - $2,707,293.00 – to establish the FTA Section 5307 Capital Grant for the purchase of various associated capital maintenance items.  This project was approved in the FY 2002 Capital Improvements Program.  The City share of this project is 20% of all grant items.  The City matching funds are available in account number 525-8420-79001-975.
The agenda outlined the revenue and expenditure accounts involved.

Recommendation:  Approval of the budget amendments as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 419TF92.

REIMBURSEMENT CONTRACTS – THOROUGHFARE FACILITY FEES – VARIOUS – APPROVED
The agenda presented the following thoroughfare facility fee reimbursement contracts.

2003-#7 Thoroughfare Facility Fee

Triple Creek Associates, LLC/

Fox Road and Triple Creek Drive/Greenway Dedication

Priority II Project

Total Reimbursement $4,758.27

2003-#8 Thoroughfare Facility Fee

Triple Creek Associates, LLC/

The Park at Valley Stream Phases 2 and 3

Priority II Project

Total Reimbursement $1,575.00

Recommendation:  Approval of the Thoroughfare Facility Fee Reimbursement Contracts as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

CONDEMNATION – MIDDLE CRABTREE CREEK GREENWAY (NOBLE ROAD TO RALEIGH BOULEVARD) – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
Negotiations are ongoing and the negotiated settlements may soon be reached in some cases; however, in order to keep the Middle Crabtree Creek Greenway Project timeline on track in recommended that resolutions of condemnation be authorized for the following:
Project Name:
Middle Crabtree Creek Greenway (Noble Road to Raleigh Boulevard)

Name:
Crown Royal Pontiac LLC

Location:  
2501 Capital Boulevard
Recommendation:  Adoption of resolution of condemnation.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 727.
605’ PUMP STATION PUMP REPLACEMENT PROJECT – CHANGE ORDER #3 – T. A. LOVING COMPANY – APPROVED
This change order is for a net increase of $80,123.25 and time extension of 90 calendar days.

Reason:

For adjustment to final quantities on the 605’ pump installation and installation of a recirculation pump at the Six Forks Road elevated water tank.

History:

Original contract amount
$398,000.00

Previous net changes (ADD)
$129,482.00

New contract amount
$607,605.25

Budgetary accounts to be amended:

Transferred From:

320-8932-79499-975
Monorake Repair
$80,123.25

Transferred To:

320-8466-79202-976
EMJ Pump Station
$80,123.25

Recommendation:  Approve the change order in the amount of $80,123.25, the time extension of 90 calendar days, and the budgetary transfer.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 419TF92.
WALNUT CREEK/NEUSE RIVER INFLUENT LIFT STATION CAPACITY INCREASE – CHANGE ORDER #9 – HAREN CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC. – APPROVED
This change order is for a net increase of $151,365.70.

Reason:

For concrete pavement repair between aeration basins three through six.

History:

Original contract amount
$4,069,000.00

Previous net changes (ADD)
$   934,603.28

New contract amount
$5,154,968.98

Budgetary accounts to be amended:

Transferred From:

325-8468-79001-975
Main Replacement
$151,365.70

Transferred To:

347-8805-79202-975
NRWWTP Lift Station
$151,365.70

Recommendation:  Approve the change order in the amount of $151,365.70 and the budgetary transfer.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 419TF92.
E.M. Johnson Water Treatment Plant Phase II Upgrade (Ozone Facility) – Change Order #7 and Final – Atlantic Coast Mechanical - approved
This change order is for a net decrease of $363,966.34.
Reason:

For project closeout to adjust for final quantities and recover additional project engineering costs incurred by City during project.

History:

Original contract amount
$15,920,000.00

Previous net changes (ADD)
$       25,469.21

New contract amount
$15,581,502.87

Budgetary accounts to be handled administratively.

Recommendation:  Approve the change order in the amount of $363,966.34 (budgetary accounts to be handled administratively).  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 419TF92.
TRANSFERS – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
The agenda presented transfers in the Central Engineering Department as outlined on the agenda.  The agenda outlined the code accounts involved and the reasons for the recommended transfers.

Recommendation:  Approval of the transfers as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 419TF92.

Bid - US 401 Waterline Replacement and Loop Closure Project – BID AWARDED TO H. B. WEST, INC.
Pursuant to advertisement as required by law bids were received and publicly opened by Kimley Horne and Associates, Inc. on March 25, 2003 for the US 401 Waterline Replacement and Loop Closure Project with H. B. West, Inc., submitting the low bid in the amount of $303,368.50.

H. B. West, Inc. submitted a 15.2% MWBE participation bid.

Recommendation:  Approve the low bid of H.B. West, Inc., in the amount of $303,368.50 (transfer to be handled administratively).  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 419TF92.
TRAFFIC – VARIOUS CHANGES – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
The agenda presented recommended changes in the traffic code relating to traffic schedule revisions for channelization modification at New Hope Road and Skycrest Drive and 2-hour time limit parking for Boylan Avenue.  The agenda outlined the exact locations involved.

Recommendation:  Approval of changes in the traffic code.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 420.

END OF CONSENT AGENDA
RALEIGH OUTDOOR SCULPTURE EXPO – APPROVED

This is a request from the Arts Commission to approve the specific sites for the one-year temporary sculpture exhibit “Raleigh Outdoor Sculpture Expo” with sixteen sculptures produced by North Carolina artists to be placed in Fayetteville Street Mall, Moore Square and Nash Square.  This exhibit will open on May 11, 2003 in conjunction with Artsplosure.
Recommendation:  Approval.
Following a brief description of this request City Manager Allen introduced Ms. Melinda Baran of the Arts Commission and Ms. Linda Ray Hall, Executive Director of the Arts Commission.  Ms. Baran distributed a handout that included maps of Nash Square, Moore Square and Fayetteville Street Mall along with a corresponding index of sites of where the sculptures will be located in these three locations.  She explained she is continuing to work with the Parks and Recreation Department on the process of installing the sculptures prior to May 11.  This event will kick off the Artsplosure for 2003.  Mr. Allen indicated staff has reviewed this request and concurs.  A motion was made by Mayor Meeker to approve this request.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Cowell and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.
STREET CLOSING – 1100 BLOCK OF SOUTH OF SAUNDERS STREET SERVICE ROAD – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY
Chris Haddock, representing Ray Price Harley Davidson, requests permission to close the 1100 block of South Saunders Street Service Road on Saturday, April 26, 2003, from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. to facilitate their Customer Appreciation Day.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.
Mr. Kirkman indicated that he withdrew this item from the Consent Agenda as these types of requests have shown to have some problems in the past.  Although he feels the conditions attached to this request should take care of everything he understands that one of the previous businesses that allowed their parking to be used for this event has changed hands and is open on Saturday to do business.  He understands they expect in excess of 3,000 visitors to this event and feels this loss of parking area could be a problem.  The event as it is has an impact on Fuller Heights and the Caraleigh Subdivisions and without a significant amount of off-street parking they will have significant problems.  He feels there is a need to lookout for the neighborhood and the neighboring businesses and this simply creates a hazard.
Mr. Odom questioned how many parking spaces are being disrupted.

Mr. Chris Haddock, representing Ray Price Harley Davidson indicated the new business owners have agreed to rent them the lot to use for off-street parking, and have hired Barnett Company to handle the off-street parking.  He indicated he shares the concerns of the Council members, but they feel they have addressed all the complaints and have hired off-duty police officers as well.  This year they will have more parking attendants then ever.
Mr. Kirkman indicated he understands they are trying to handle this situation, but he would like to remind them they may need to look for another venue.

A motion was made by Mr. Odom to approve this request.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and put to a roll call vote that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

STREET CLOSING – 100 BLOCK OF SOUTH WEST STREET – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY
Candy Boykin, representing Clear Channel Communications and Jillian’s Billiard Café, requests permission to temporarily close the 100 block of South West Street, between Morgan Street and Hargett Street, adjacent to Jillians’s on Saturday, May 3, 2003, from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m. to hold a Cinco de Mayo festival.
Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.
Mr. Kirkman indicated he removed this item from the Consent Agenda as there are residences very close to this site and he sees the event as planned to go until 2:00 a.m.  Park Devereux and Boylan Heights would be impacted by an event running this late and they could have some concerns about the noise.

Mayor Meeker questioned whether the 11:00 p.m. restriction of music would apply in this case.  Mr. McCormick indicated it would if the event were located on private property; however, if it is on the right-of-way there are no restrictions.  Mayor Meeker indicated that the 2:00 a.m. could be an issue.

Ms. Candy Boykin, representing Clear Channel Communications and Jillians’s Billiard Café, indicated they have had problems in the past with concerns on behalf of Dillon Supply.  They plan to close down the event at 11:00 p.m. and use the additional time to clean up the streets.  They have been unsuccessful in contacting everyone about this event, but they have sent a letter outlining this event to all the residents in the area as well as to the City Manager.  She added that she would like to extend an invitation to the Manager and the Council to attend the event.  A motion was made by Mr. Odom to approve this request.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and put to a roll call vote that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION
PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED
Mayor Meeker presented the Planning Commission’s Consent Agenda indicating it would be handled in the same manner as the Regular Consent Agenda.  He stated he had received the following request to withdraw an item from the Planning Commission Consent Agenda:  TC-4-03 – Tree Conservation (Kirkman).  Without objection, this item was withdrawn from the Planning Commission Consent Agenda.  Mr. Odom moved that the Planning Commission’s recommendations on the remaining items be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  The items on the Planning Commission Consent Agenda were as follows.

REZONING Z-11-03 – BARWELL ROAD – DENIED
This request is to rezone approximately 8.0 acres, currently zoned Residential-4.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Shopping Center Conditional Use.

CR-10546 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be denied.  Upheld on Planning Commission’s Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.
REZONING Z-14-03 – HAYNES STREET CONDITIONAL USE – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
This request is to rezone approximately 0.19 acre, currently zoned Industrial-1 with Downtown Residential Housing Overlay District and the Planned Development Conditional Use Overlay District (MP-02-00).

The proposal is to rezone the property to amend the Mordecai Village Master Plan (MP-2-00).

CR-10547 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated March 17, 2003, and in accordance with the revised master plan document dated March 31, 2003.  Upheld on Planning Commission’s Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 421ZC535.

REZONING Z-16-03 – EDWARDS MILL ROAD CONDITIONAL USE – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
This request is to rezone approximately 0.67 acre, currently zoned Residential-4.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Neighborhood Business Conditional Use.
CR-10548 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated April 9, 2003.  Upheld on Planning Commission’s Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 421ZC535.
REZONING Z-18-03 – GLENWOOD AVENUE – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This request is to rezone approximately 103.02 acres, currently zoned Residential-4.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Residential-2.

CR-10549 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved.  Upheld on Planning Commission’s Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 421ZC535.

REZONING Z-19-03 – US HWY. 70 WEST – CONDITIONAL USE – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
This request is to rezone approximately 10 acres, currently zoned Residential-4.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Thoroughfare District Conditional Use.

CR-10550 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated April 2, 2003.  Upheld on Planning Commission’s Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 421ZC535.

SNC-2-03 – OLD LASSITER MILL ROAD CHANGED TO LASSITER FALLS CIRCLE – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
This request is to approve a street name change from Old Lassiter Mill Road to Lassiter Falls Circle, pursuant to Standard Procedure 900-9(D) regarding 100% property owner approval of non-duplicative street name.

CR-10552 from the Planning Commission recommends that the name Old Lassiter Mill Road be changed to Lassiter Falls Circle; that this item be forwarded to City Council for approval on April 15, 2003; and that this name change be made effective May 15, 2003.  Upheld on Planning Commission’s Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 728.

END OF PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA
TC-4-03 – TREE CONVERSATION – SPECIAL ITEM MAY 6, 2003 COUNCIL AGENDA
This text change proposes to require Planning Commission approval of subdivisions and site plans which are adjacent to a thoroughfare or Neuse River riparian buffer unless the subdivision or site plan provides for designated tree preservation areas.

CR-10551 from the Planning Commission recommends that this text change be approved as revised.
Planning Commission Chairman Thompson briefly explained this proposal provides for a temporary ordinance for a period of one year in order to assist the Tree Conversation Ordinance until it is put in place.

Mr. Kirkman pointed out that the sunset date as shown in the proposed ordinance is less than one year and he has some reservations about this action.  He pointed out he had hoped to have enabling legislation by this time.  Mr. Thompson added that the sunset date can be extended if the enabling legislation is not in place.  Planning Director Chapman added that the extension of time would require a City Council action.  Mayor Meeker indicated he feels they may know something within the next 30 to 45 days.  Mr. Odom questioned if this were to be the case would Council have to rescind this ordinance.  Planning Director Chapman that this is an interim measure and falls under the requirements of the current ordinance.  The enabling legislature that the City is seeking is to expand the Council’s authority.
Mayor Meeker made a motion to approve this request.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Cowell.
Mr. Isley indicated he understands there is one issue still unresolved about differing State regulations regarding setbacks.  Planning Director Chapman explained that under the current regulations that apply to riparian buffers the State allows some clearance of the 50-foot buffer.  Under this code requirement clearing would only be allowed with staff’s approval of a site plan and Planning Commission’s approval.  Mr. Isley indicated he feels this action may create some problems and staff could be inundated with requests for clearing.  Planning Director Chapman explained that this ordinance is a parallel ordinance to TC-8 and extends the area to a larger number of properties.  The Planning Department had a limited number of cases submitted under TC-8; less than 10 percent of the plans that were submitted.
Mr. Odom asked that this item be held as a special item until the next Council meeting with Mayor Meeker adding he would like for staff to circulate any information that they may get prior to the next meeting for Council review.  There were no objections.
SP-122-02 – WALGREENS – REFERRED TO COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE
This request is to approve a 14,490 square foot retail drug store with drive through on a 1.78 acres tract zoned Shopping Center in the Falls of Neuse/Spring Forest oversized Community focus area.  The focus area has 645,675 square feet of approved and built retail.  With this development, the retail will be 660,165 square feet. A zoning permit has been obtained through the Inspections Department to increase the number of off-street parking spaces on lot for the office use to meet all parking requirements on the office site following subdivision of the property.
The Walgreen’s site is 1.78 acres based on the recording of the lot in accordance with    S-129-01.  The site is located within 400 feet of a residential use or zone, to the east and northeast.
CR-10553 from the Planning Commission recommends approval with conditions.
Planning Commission Chairman Thompson provided a brief presentation of this request to develop this site with a retail drug store with a drive through window in a shopping center zoning district at the Falls of the Neuse/Spring Forest Oversized Community Focus Area.  The site plan does request driveway cuts and tree removal.  Planning Director Chapman referred to a map pointing out the driveway cut and the trees that were planned to be removed.  Mayor Meeker questioned when an application exceeds the retail cap does it require mandatory City Council review.  Planning Director Chapman explained that this process requires the applicant to address all the standards and it is up to the Planning Commission to evaluate those responses against the Comprehensive Plan.
Mr. Hunt asked that this item be referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee.  Mr. Kirkman indicated he would agree with that request as he would like some time to walk the shopping center and get a feel of the impact of this proposed development.  Mr. Odom indicated he had no objection to that, but it is a very tough intersection that is currently operating under a traffic level “F” rating and questioned whether this development plans to improve that intersection function.  Planning Director Chapman explained that the site plan proposes to add a driveway on Spring Forest Road that will provide for a right in/right out traffic movement which will also require a concrete median which alters access to the site.  There are a number of accidents associated with turning movements to this intersection that have been investigated and there seems to be some concern over the location of the driveway to be used as a cut through.  Mr. Odom asked that the accident counts be brought to the meeting.  Mr. Dawson added that the City completed improvements to that intersection about 18 months ago.  There are three lanes and includes an extra eastbound lane.  Mr. Shanahan indicated the Council approved the density increase in this area on a 7 to 1 vote.  He indicated he was the dissenting vote in that action.  Planning Director Chapman indicated he recalls some conversation regarding a site on the other side of Spring Forest Road that was rezoned to Commercial Use.  Mr. Shanahan added this is one of the most dangerous intersections in North Raleigh.  There is an over abundance of congested retail in this area.  He feels it is unusual to lift the cap on retail a second time around and noted a drive through pharmacy does not add value to a neighborhood.
Ms. Cowell indicated she agreed with sending the item to the Comprehensive Planning Committee and requested information from staff on other retail focus areas and how far we have gone over that cap.
There were no objections and the item was referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF CITY MANAGER
DOWNTOWN RALEIGH ALLIANCE – CITY MANAGER TO SERVE AS MEMBER OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS
The Downtown Raleigh Alliance Board of Directors recently voted to amend their by-laws in order to allow the Raleigh City Manager and Wake County Manager to serve as members of their Board of Directors because of their positions.  Council authorization to participate as a member of the Downtown Raleigh Alliance Board of Directors is requested.

A motion was made by Mr. Odom to approve the request as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Isley.

Mayor Meeker pointed out he had some concerns about the City Manager’s time and would like to amend the request to include either the City Manager or his designee.  Mr. West indicated he would agree with that suggestion.  Mr. Odom indicated that he disagrees and feels this position would be one of the most important things the City Manager could do and would prefer to leave the request as it is.  If the City Manager finds that time does not permit he can certainly come back to the Council to request a change.  Mayor Meeker indicated he would agree this is an important seat.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

PRIVATE WELL WATER SERVICE AGREEMENTS – CITY MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE AGREEMENT AS AMENDED
The installation of a water main extension near the Neuse River Wastewater Treatment Plant, along Brownfield Road, a portion of Old Baucom Road and a portion of Shotwell Road has been completed. The water main was installed in order to serve properties currently using private wells for water service that are located outside the City’s water service area, but that have tested for nitrate nitrogen levels above 10 mg/L. Additional properties served by private wells are located along the water main, which have not yet tested above 10 mg/L for nitrate nitrogen. Regardless of the well test results, the City proposes to serve the properties under the same agreement conditions.
In order to serve adjacent property owners as they have requested from this water main extension, private well water service agreements have been prepared, reviewed, modified and discussed with the property owners. There are two (2) different types of private well water service agreements, due to the differences in how the properties are being occupied. One type is for properties where the owner lives on the property (owner occupied). The other type is where the property owner does not live on the property and is renting the property to a non-family member (rental).
Both types of agreements indicate that the City will bear all the costs of connecting the properties served by the City’s water main. The owner occupied type agreement indicates that the City will pay the water consumption charges for a period of 20 years or until the property is sold. The rental property type indicates that the City will pay the water consumptive charges for a period of up to 2 years for a current tenant.
The agreements have been reviewed by the City Attorney.

Recommendation:  That Council concurs in this request and authorizes the City Manager to execute the agreement.
Mayor Meeker indicated he is in agreement with the presentation as stated, but would like to make a change to the time period that the City will pay water charges for tenants to five years rather than the two years as stated and made a motion to that affect.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Cowell and Mr. Kirkman.
City Manager Allen indicated in the development of this agreement staff actually started with no free service for tenants and ultimately went to two years.  Its going to be difficult for Administration to keep up with the change in tenants as it is and they felt that tenants would not stay in one place for more than two years and that is how this time period was determined.  Mayor Meeker indicated he understands this will require some additional administrative oversight but feels a change in this will create good will in the neighborhood.  Mr. Hunt pointed out the landlord is probably paying the water bill.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

COMMUNITY GROUP USE OF ALLTELL PAVILLION/WALNUT CREEK AMPHITHEATRE – APPROVED
This is a request for use of the Alltel Pavilion/Walnut Creek Amphitheatre during one of the fourteen (14) community days per year granted by contract to the City of Raleigh.  In the past, community groups and organizations have used these days for purposes of neighborhood festivals, community celebrations and drug, health or educational events.  This is the only request we have received for this year.  Wake Chapel Church has requested the use of the Alltel Pavilion for Sunday, April 20, 2003 as a community use rental to hold a community worship celebration to commemorate Easter and create an awareness of civic responsibility.  Wake Chapel Church has received approval from the Alltel Pavilion administration to use the facility on April 20, 2003 and submitted the necessary paperwork as well as an application check for $500.  They have also agreed to pay facility usage fees for rental, personnel, production, parking and cleaning.
Recommendation:  Approval.
A motion was made by Mr. Odom to approve this request as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and Mr. Kirkman and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

BELK BUILDING REDEVELOPMENT – REFERRED TO BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
The City pursuant to a Contract of Purchase and Sale with Modern Continental Enterprises, Inc. sold the Belk Building on Fayetteville Street Mall for redevelopment. Modern Continental Enterprises, Inc. has recently sold the building to King’s Building & Development, Inc. whose President is Vaughn King.  Included in the agenda packet are the materials received on the new owner’s intentions for redevelopment.  They are requesting amendments to the original redevelopment proposal and will be available at the meeting for presentation or questions.  City staff has indicated in previous meetings with Mr. King and his associates that a significant amount of information should be provided to the Council and the public as a part of any consideration to amend the redevelopment agreement.  Those items would include details about financial capability, development experience, economic impact, mix of uses, design features, marketing plan, etc.  Upon review of that material by staff and City Council, if it is Council’s desire to amend the agreement, a public hearing would be set prior to Council action.

City Manager Allen indicated at this point administration feels they need more detail on the experience of the developer, his marketing plan and other aspects of development of this site and feels they should have this information in hand before they move forward with a public hearing.
Mayor Meeker made a motion to refer this item to the Budget and Economic Development Committee for review.  He indicated he would also like to see information regarding the proposed start date.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Cowell and Mr. Hunt.

Mr. Kirkman suggested that the members of Council go look at the Maywood and Caraleigh Mill area to see what Mr. King is doing in this area.  His efforts to revitalize and uplift the community are very well done and seeing the work that Mr. King has done in these areas does give him some security in this proposal.  Mr. Odom indicated he feels at this time a lot of things have been put on the table and at this point he is nervous about making changes to the development plan.  He would not be in favor of changing direction at this point.  Mayor Meeker pointed out that Mr. King is an entrepreneur and a local individual.  He paid cash for the project and he believes that Mr. King has a substantial talent.  It would be appropriate to give him some due difference in his proposal and is inclined to give Mr. King some latitude.  He would suggest they allow the proposal to move forward and they can debate the issue in the next three weeks.  He would urge the members of Council to be careful to tell people what they can and cannot do.  Mr. Odom indicated that Mr. King knew about these conditions before he bought the property.  Mr. Isley questioned why a public hearing is needed with Mayor Meeker pointed out there is a proposal to extend the time from April 2004 to December 2004.  Mr. McCormick explained this property was sold by a private sale.  The Economic Development Statutes were applied here and required a public hearing by which the City established certain conditions.  These conditions are a part of the land records.  If the City Council wants to change them at this point they have to go back through the same process.  Under the General Statutes a petition must show the City Council why the project is beneficial economically.  Mr. King does not want to develop or is unable to develop to the plan that is on the table and at this point the City has an option to purchase the property for what was paid for it.  Mayor Meeker pointed out this property was on the market for 8 to 9 months before it was sold and he feels it is important to look a this with an open mind.  Mr. Isley questioned whether the 333 Building is included in this with Mr. Shanahan indicating it is a separate issue.  Mayor Meeker indicated the City does not own the 333 Building with City Manager Allen pointing out that Modern Continental owns the 333 Building.  Mr. West added that the plans are not set in concrete and it may be necessary to go through the process to end up with something beneficial.  Mr. Hunt pointed out that if they are going to change something they need to be sure that it is something appropriate.  Mr. King has invested his money and the Council does not need to hold onto it.  Mr. Kirkman pointed out it is still a mixed use project and the Council has talked about the need for these types of projects on a number of occasions.  It is going to be necessary to look at these types of things if Raleigh wants to continue to promote livable-walkable streets; we need these kind of options.  Mr. Shanahan noted if the original deal was by private sale then parking and development aspects were previously agreed to.  He will support the item going to Committee, but if they change the deal at this point what is the value to the City.  If the City has an option then we also have a judiciary responsibility to the taxpayers.  He indicates he feels there is a need to step back and say this is a new day and a different environment.  If they do reconsider this property they need to do it from all angles.
A roll call vote was taken on the motion to refer this item to the Budget and Economic Development Committee that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

WELCOME HOME CELEBRATION- APPROVED
City Manager Allen explained that Council acknowledged and thanked our City employees who have been called to active services in response to Operation Iraqi Freedom.  A celebration of their safe return is suggested at the appropriate time.  Jayne Kirkpatrick, Public Affairs Director, has outlined a proposed celebration event.  Council consideration is requested.
Mayor Meeker indicated he felt this was a good approach to treat those City employees that are in the service, but would like to include reaching out to other families as well.  There were no objections and the item was approved by consensus.

ANIMAL CONTROL FINES – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
It is recommended Council approve increases in the fines for animal control violations as outlined in an ordinance prepared by the City Attorney.  This fee structure has been compared with other jurisdictions and will assist the Police Department in enforcement.

A motion was made by Mr. Odom to approve this request as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Ordinance 433.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
RALEIGH ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM – REPORT RECEIVED
Mayor Meeker pointed out that John Church and Ken Atkins of the Raleigh Chamber of Commerce were present to present a brief report.  Mr. Church indicated the report in summary focuses on marketing the City of Raleigh and he believes the marketing efforts are paying off in big dividends.  Mr. Atkins indicated he would like to point out a number of accolades that the City of Raleigh has recently received in a report from “Plants Sites and Parks” where Raleigh ranked No. 4 in the annual Readers Survey regarding “Top Metro Areas Under Consideration for Relocations or Expansions.”  He added Raleigh has been in the top five for several years.  This survey asks the readers to name their top areas they are most likely to put their next office or industrial facility.  Top location criteria includes availability and quality of work force, access to transportation resources, general costs, location, logistics and market access, taxes and cooperation from State and community governments.  He indicated there have been other accolades that were not quite so apparent.  One of the most recent is that “Starbucks” now has a coffee cup with the City of Raleigh skyline and its name across the coffee cup.  Mr. Atkins presented each of the Council members with the new Starbucks’ coffee cup.
Mayor Meeker thanked Mr. Church and Mr. Atkins for their brief report and indicated the item would be received as information.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE HUMAN RESOURCES AND HUMAN RELATIONS ADVISORY COMMISSION
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF HUMAN RESOURCES AND HUMAN RELATIONS ADVISORY COMMISSION – REPORT REFERRED TO BUDGET WORK SESSION; MISSION STATEMENT REFERRED TO LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
Mr. Eugene Weeks referred to a handout that was delivered to the City Manager’s office the preceding Friday that gave a brief description of currently funded agencies; those applicants that have reapplied for funding and first-time applicants.  Mayor Meeker suggested that this item be referred to Budget Work Session.  There were no objections.
Mr. Weeks pointed out they have also adopted a mission statement for the Council’s review and added that in order for the Human Resources and Human Relations Advisory Commission to function efficiently as a Commission it will be necessary to create a Human Relations Division in the Community Services Department.  At a minimum, an Executive Director of the Human Relations Commission will be necessary.  He pointed out parallel positions in City government that include the Executive Director of the Arts Commission and the Executive Director of the Historic Districts Commission.  He asked that these issues be considered during budget review.  Mayor Meeker indicated the item would be referred to the Budget Work Sessions.  Mr. Shanahan suggested it would be appropriate to refer the current mission statement to the Law and Public Safety Committee.  There were no objections and the items were referred as stated.
Mr. West pointed out that in regard to Human Relations and Mr. Weeks’ vision and analysis does he differentiate the nomenclature and what did he perceive as their main focus.  Mr. Weeks indicated that the Commission’s main focus is and always has been human relations.  Mr. Odom indicated he believes these agencies do a great job.  They have had some serious budget constraints in the past couple of years and the budget has gone down and they will continue to have difficulties this year, but he would very much like to talk about adding the $71,000 back into the Human Services’ pot.  He indicated it will be his intent to refund some of these agencies.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD – REFERRED TO THE CITY MANAGER FOR PERIODIC REPORTS
On December 3, 2001, City Council asked the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board to review parks and right-of-way maintenance and report back to City Council. A Maintenance Task Force was appointed by the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board.  A report entitled, “Maintenance Task Force Report to the Raleigh Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board,” was presented to the Board for review.  On March 27, 2003 the Board voted unanimously to recommend the proposed report to City Council for consideration. Specific recommendations A through H are outlined in the report.

Mr. Tom Wells indicated his term on the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board has expired, but will be doing the report at this meeting.  He pointed out that the Raleigh Parks and Recreation Maintenance Task Force has done yeoman’s work during the ice storm with many people working 10 to 12 hours a day.  He added he owes the Mayor an apology.  He indicated he had seen no action on the maintenance review item, but stands corrected as there was some action that had taken place.  Mr. Wells went on to briefly present the Maintenance Task Force report that included recommendations such as:
a) Add a sixth park maintenance district;

b) Place high priority on public involvement and input;

c) Hire a full-time volunteer coordinator;

d) Establish a formal communications forum for departments and commissions to openly discuss and deal with maintenance related issues;

e) Review existing City codes for modification and consistent enforcement;

f) All capital improvement designs include maintenance cost projections;

g) Add satellite operation center in West Raleigh in addition to Marsh Creek; and,

h) Adequately fund maintenance items from general revenues and review possible alternate sources of stable, dependable maintenance funding.

City Manager Allen pointed out that Parks and Recreation have been feeding input to him and he is aware of their recommendations.  He and his staff are currently looking at ways to incorporate these items into the budget and have made positive steps.  Some of these steps include the office space study and building additional fire stations.  He indicated many of these items will be addressed during the budget process.
Mr. West asked if City Manager Allen had any figures on the impact of volunteers such as any data about volunteer hours in the City.  City Manager Allen indicated that information is available although he does not have it with him today, but it is an enormous impact.  Mr. West indicated he would like to see those figures translated into dollar figures.
Ms. Cowell indicated she feels that the public input item and the volunteer item already fit in an item currently in the Budget and Economic Development Committee.  She asked that they continue to look at improving the interface between the public and Parks and Recreation Department.  Mayor Meeker added that the numbers of parks and acreage has grown, but the maintenance has not.  Mayor Meeker added it would be appropriate to refer this item to the City Manager for periodic reports.  There were no objections.
Mr. Kirkman indicated Mr. Wells has been the best person possible to look at this aspect of Parks and Recreation and looks forward to working with him to preserve resources at the State level.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD PRESERVATION AND HOUSING TASK FORCE

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD PRESERVATION AND HOUSING TASK FORCE – REFERRED TO FIRST COUNCIL MEETING IN SEPTEMBER
This Council appointed task force has begun its work assignment and would like to give Council an initial organizational report.  A representative of the task force will make the report.
Ms. Elizabeth Byrd, 1326 Pineview Drive, indicated she wished to thank the Council for the appointment of the Task Force to look at neighborhood issues.  There have been many people that have come together to identify issues that concern neighborhoods throughout the City of Raleigh.  She would like to extend a thank you to the people and add that they are all very dedicated to this task.  They get together on a regular basis to discuss nuisances, ordinances and other issues.  She invited the Council and members of the public to visit their web site and review minutes of their meetings.  They are currently developing a new mission statement and very soon will be presenting that statement.  They have looked at the fact that the City Council wanted the report by May 6; however, due to the dedication of those involved and an extreme amount of discussion she is requesting more time to bring that report back.  They very much want to have the university represented throughout the summer.  They feel there is a need to start research and there is much available through the City, but there is more out there.  They need to see how this is going to affect the future of the City as well as the financial impact, etc.  They are a very dedicated group of people and will not lose interest.  She asked that the Council allow them to bring a report back the first meeting in September.
A motion was made by Mayor Meeker to extend the time to receive the report to the first meeting in September 2003.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Cowell.
Mr. Kirkman pointed out it is his understanding they may have some preliminary recommendations ready in May, but there are some very complex issues they are trying to get a perspective on.  All their efforts are very uplifting and are working towards adopting common goals.  Mr. West indicated he has attended some of their meetings and he is pleased with the direction they are taking.  The research they are doing is right on track.  There is primary and secondary data and feels it is good to inventory the groups doing similar things that will compliment what they are doing.
A vote was taken on the motion to extend receipt of the report until the first meeting in September and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.
REQUESTS AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS
RALEIGH HALL OF FAME – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Ms. Lou Mitchell, 4301 City of Oaks Wynd, presented a prepared statement as follows:

“Good Afternoon Mr. Mayor, Council Members and Staff and thank you for service to our City.  Thank you for allowing us time to be on your already full agenda.  I will try to be brief.  I am here representing a group of citizens who have met for the past few months to develop an idea into an event.  We have named this event the Raleigh Hall of Fame.  Let me introduce to you the Committee which is already well known to most of you.  They are former Council Member Mary Cates, Joyce Kekas, Joyce White, Martha Waters, Henry Bowers, Elizabeth Grimes-Drossler, Allen Reap, Anna Liese Workman, Linda Edminsten, Everette Ward and our drafted members Roger Krupa and Tom McCormick.
The proceeds from this evening will go to the Raleigh City Museum.  I would like for John Cook, President of the Raleigh City Museum, to introduce the guests from the Museum Board and the Museum staff.”
Mr. Cook introduced Ms. Jeannie Kulikowski, Mr. Ken Peters, Mr. Irv Pearce, Ms. Peggy Hobson and three hall of fame committee members.  Mr. Cook went on to explain their efforts will be in partnership with the City in an attempt to look at the City’s history and our local heroes.

Ms. Mitchell continued her statement as follows:
“The mission of the Raleigh Hall of Fame is to identify Raleigh citizens both groups and individuals, past and present, who have been instrumental in developing Raleigh into our City as we know it today.  Linda Edminsten is Chair of the Nominating Committee.  There will be a nominating process for inductees.  Categories may include civic, political, military, education, religious, science and industry, business and philanthropic, arts, culture, entertainment, sports and community development.
On the evening of October 30, 2003, at the Civic Center, there will be a dinner with surprise entertainment followed by the induction of selected recipients into the Raleigh Hall of Fame.  We are hopeful that you, Mr. Mayor, will serve as our Honorary Chair and that the members of the Council will agree to serve as honorary co-chairs.
We believe this will become an ongoing annual event and the honored inductees will be remembered with respect and admiration.

Placement of permanent plaques honoring these inductees to the Raleigh Hall of Fame should be placed in a location for all of our citizens to observe.  Raleigh City Attorney Tom McCormick suggested a garden might be appropriate.  Mr. McCormick has been very helpful with forming our ideas and plans.

With the proposal of the Fayetteville Street Mall becoming a street open to automobile traffic with the exception of the last two blocks north of the Civic Center we wonder if a portion of the designated area to remain a grass area would be appropriate for this permanent Raleigh Hall of Fame Garden.  If this is favorable to the Council perhaps you would approve our Committee meeting with George Chapman for direction on how to pursue this idea.
One last request, please be our guest on Wednesday, May 21 at noon at the BTI Center for a luncheon.  At that time we would like to give you and our sponsors some more detailed introduction to what we think is a wonderful addition to our City the Raleigh Hall of Fame.
We have much to do by October 30.  Thank you for your time today.  We appreciate your attention.”

Mayor Meeker indicated if any of the Council Members wish to attend the luncheon to please let Ms. Mitchell know of their plans.

FIRST CITIZENS – SIX FORKS ROAD – DEVELOPMENT PLANS – CITY MANAGER TO WRITE LETTER
Mary Donny, 4423 Camelot Drive, would like to discuss First Citizens plans relating to parking for their facility at the intersection of Six Forks and Lassiter Mill Roads.
Ms. Donny indicated that she and members of her neighborhood behind the First Citizens Bank on Six Forks Road have been receiving conflicting information from the City and the Planning Commission regarding the development plans of the First Citizens facility at the Six Forks Road site.  Her property currently backs up to the First Citizens Bank.  Three years ago First Citizens bought a number of the properties bordering their site and had a number of neighborhood meetings.  When the plans were presented a parking deck was proposed which caused a considerable amount of concern on behalf of the neighbors.  The parking deck was subsequently withdrawn and First Citizens agree to provide surface parking only.  She indicated the plans as presented cause a great deal of alarm for her as she has a special needs child.  She allows her child only to play in the backyard and not out in the front yard because of people running up on the curb in their front yard coming from First Citizens Bank.  If the bank were to now propose to develop a parking deck on the site it will further complicate the situation.  She explained she has called First Citizens Bank to pose a number of questions regarding the parking deck and feels they have waffled on their responses.  They did indicated they were not planning to have any neighborhood meetings regarding the proposal.  Much of her neighborhood is elderly and retired people and she has spoken to them about the situation.  According to First Citizens Bank they currently have plans to build a second building and she feels there is plenty of room for surface parking without the addition of a parking deck.  They currently have 210 available spaces at the BTI Building and they can rent spaces if they need additional room.  They have heard a number of rumors about four or five office buildings being built if they can get rid of the houses that surround the site.  The neighborhood wants to see some mixed use development which they now have.  She questions how they will continue to live together.  She feels they have enough surface parking to accommodate the structures on the site.  She urged the City to require First Citizens Bank to honor their agreement to provide surface parking only and not develop a parking deck on this site.
City Manager Allen pointed out there have been no plans formally submitted to the City for review.  Mayor Meeker asked the Manager if he would be willing to try to get some information about their proposal prior to the submittal of any plans.  Mr. Odom indicated this action may raise some legal questions, and feels they may need to wait to see if plans are submitted.

Mr. Shanahan suggested it may be appropriate to refer the item to the Law and Public Safety Committee and to ask First Citizens representative to come and talk about the use of the site and any plans they may have.  They need some more information about future plans in order to satisfy whatever rumors there may be.  Mr. Odom indicated he would object to that action as if they discuss the issue they may tie themselves down to a particular position when the plans are submitted.  He suggested asking the City Manager to send a letter to First Citizens Bank regarding their intent for the site.  Mr. Hunt indicated he would concur with that action.  A motion was made by Mr. Odom to request the City Manager to write a letter to First Citizens Bank regarding their development plans at the Six Forks site.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Hunt.

Mr. Kirkman indicated he would agree with that action, but he doesn’t know if the parking is or is not a zoning condition or a condition of site plan approval.  When the plans come through City Hall they will get details at that time.

A roll call vote was taken on the motion as stated that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

FALLS RIDGE MASTER PLAN – WITHDRAWN FROM AGENDA
Attorney David L. York, Falls Ridge Development, LLC, would like reclassification of the Falls Ridge master plan such that it is exempt from compliance with Chapter Nine until May 1, 2005 due to the substantial investment made toward the completion of the master plan or in the alternative an extension of the May 1, 2003 exemption period termination.
Mayor Meeker indicated this item had been withdrawn from the agenda.

SEWER LINE REQUEST – 3404 EDGEMONT DRIVE – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
Louis and Carla Agnolutto, 3404 Edgemont Drive, request a ten-foot wide easement through Laurel Park in order to connect a four-inch sewer pipe from their septic tank to the first manhole behind the Scott Scudmore property.
City Manager Allen indicated that Mr. and Mrs. Agnolutto are making a request to Council for a 10-foot wide easement through the Laurel Hills Park in order to connect to City sewer.  He indicated there are several options to be considered and have been explained to the property owners and they have expressed a desire to use the expedited option through the park.
Louis Agnolutto, 3404 Edgemont Drive, indicated the requested easement would be 10 feet by 80 to 100 feet long.  He indicated they need some immediate relief from the situation that they currently have with their septic system.  He indicated that if it rains to any degree the septic system stops working and begins to backup to the ground surface and into the house.
Mr. Odom suggested that this item be referred to Public Works Committee.  There were no objections.

Mr. Agnolutto pointed out there is only small low undergrowth on the area proposed for the easement.
KIDS VOTING NC/WAKE COUNTY – FUNDING REQUEST – REFERRED TO BUDGET WORK SESSION

Christine Craig, Kids Voting NC/Wake County, would like to request continued funding in the amount of $10,000 from the City of Raleigh to help support their work in Wake County.
Ms. Christine Craig, 118 S. Person Street, representing Kids Voting NC/Wake County, presented a request to Council for funding for this organization.  This organization originated during a trip to Costa Rico during their election.  The children were very perspective about the process and asked a number of questions about voting.  In Costa Rica voting adults are accompanied by their children.  This helps to mold the children into the habit of voting and they brought this concept back to North Carolina.  It is currently taking place in 38 states.  There are 200,000 teachers in 6,000 schools promoting this program.  The work is to prepare students to vote and increase adult voter turnout.  There are currently eight kids volunteer programs in North Carolina.  The organization was formed in 1996 in Wake County and they have an office in Downtown Raleigh.  They are governed by a Board of Directors and are funded by businesses, individual contributions, special events, counties and various towns.  There is a kindergarten through 12 grade curriculum on line and a supplement for elections.  They currently serve 100,000 students at polls.  This year they will be at 181 polling sites over half of which are in Wake County.  They are asking for a $10,000 funding in this year’s budget cycle which is the same request as last year.  The funds will be used to teach students about our electoral process and help them become active citizens in the community.  The funds will also be used to help their programs successfully provide all students with materials needed at the polls on election day to vote as well as to help recruit hundreds of volunteers needed to work at the polls with the students.  She added they are asking for support from each municipality as the local economy has changed dramatically in the past couple of years.
Mayor Meeker indicated it would be appropriate to consider this request as part of the budget work sessions and indicated the item would be referred to the upcoming budget work sessions.  There were no objections.
CLAIM – LINDA STEPHENS - DAMAGED VEHICLE – NO ONE PRESENT
Linda Sullivan Stephens would like to discuss a denied claim relative to damage to her vehicle when she hit a manhole cover.
There was no one present in the audience to address this issue.

GATLING TRACT/TUPPER PLACE – TREE PROTECTION REQUEST – REFERRED TO CITY MANAGER
Brenda S. Williamson would like to request tree protection from the Gatling tract/Tupper Place forward to Poole Road along Raleigh Boulevard.  She would also like to ask the City to examine and strengthen the existing fence along the same area.
Ms. Brenda S. Williamson, 1621 Battery Drive, indicated she would like to submit a petition for tree protection from the Gatling Tract and Tupper Place as well as the existing fence be strengthened and that this request be included in next year’s budget.
Mr. Allen pointed out the City does not own any property along this area and the rezoning case had no conditions to specifically identify this request.  He pointed out they had asked the developer to protect the existing trees and he had agreed to do that.

Mr. West pointed out this request is related to neighborhood quality issues, not the development of Tupper Place.  There was a request for a brick wall along this area and pointed out the existing fence is currently in need of repair.  This is an area that needs screening.  It is a major corridor and has significant impact on the residences in this area and as a result the City needs to look at this situation and work with them to find a resolution.

Mayor Meeker indicated it may be appropriate to refer this request to the City Manager.  Ms. Williamson indicated that the request for this protective area will run from Poole Road to Gala Court.  There are no trees in this area and this would certainly help to enhance the eye appeal of the area and reduce noise.  Mr. Hunt questioned whether the property was being developed with Ms. Williamson indicating that some of the property is and the request is from there to Poole Road.  Mr. West questioned whether the green fence is on private property with Ms. Willliamson pointing out the green fence belongs to the City.  Mayor Meeker indicated it would be appropriate to look at this information and share what information is out there.  Mr. Odom indicated that priority areas are being looked at for planting of trees.  Mr. West indicated he would like to urge the Councilors to ride out and look at this area.
Mayor Meeker indicated that the item would be referred to the City Manager to work with Ms. Williamson and gather information and bring back that information to the Council.  There were no objections.

S-13-99 – THE ENCLAVE AT INMAN PARK – SOLID WASTE PICKUP SERVICES – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION
Mr. Joe Johnson, 3700 National Drive, Suite 102, indicated they would like to make a request to allow the City of Raleigh to continue to provide solid waste pickup services at the Enclave at Inman Park.

Mr. Allen added he believes that this can be handled administratively and pointed out that solid waste services are currently being performed by a private contractor.

Mayor Meeker indicated this item would be referred to administration.  There were no objections.
MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING
WAKE COUNTY GROWTH MANAGEMENT STUDY – PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED – REFERRED TO COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE
This was a hearing to receive public comment on the Wake County Growth Management Strategy.  The Mayor opened the hearing.  The following speakers presented a prepared statement as follows:
“Good afternoon, Mayor Meeker, Members of Council, and staff.  My name is Matt Christensen.  I work for Centex Homes one of this area’s home builders.  I’m here speaking as a member of the Triangle Community Coalition, a non-profit advocacy organization committed to bringing balanced solutions to growth issues throughout our region.
I would like to speak to you today about two specific points regarding the Wake County Growth Management Strategy and its potential use in guiding growth and development in Raleigh.
First, there are several important suggestions, strategies and priorities for making the so called “land-use/transportation link”.  There are many good suggestions for adopting incentives to promote mixed-use development.  Planning where we want mixed use developments to go within Raleigh, and establishing a clear set of guidelines and rules to make mixed use development feasible and practical, will go a long way in accomplishing the goal of linking transportation and land use.  More importantly, exploring how Raleigh can streamline the permit process, increase density standards, and relax or wave certain development standards will create a more “user-friendly” environment for those interested in pursuing mixed use development.
My second point is more global in nature and speaks to the overall document itself.  The Wake County Growth Management Strategy contains good thoughts about strategic goals for how we want our region to grow.  There are positive elements within the document and there are several parts of the document, particularly with respect to the “tool box”, which requires scrutiny by elected officials and staff.  Specifically, we would suggest that there are consequences, both unintended and intended, to many of the Strategy’s suggested tools in the tool box.  At the very least, we would urge that you consider doing an economic impact analysis of the suggested tools, and thoroughly investigate which tools work and which ones do not work based on practical, historical experience.
In summary, we believe that there are some items within the strategy that make sense, and there are items that do not make sense and could be detrimental to the overall well-being of our city.  Therefore, we respectfully request that you adopt those strategies and tools that encourage a balance among economic growth, development, the environment, and community needs while being sensitive to the rights and interests of property owners.
Thank you for your attention to this matter and for allowing me to speak before you today.”
Stephen Porterfield submitted the following statement:
“My name is Stephen Porterfield.  I live at 2001 Glenwood Avenue, Raleigh.  I am here speaking as the Legislative Chairman for the Research Triangle Chapter of the National Association of Industrial and Office Properties (NAIOP).
NAIOP is a national association comprised of over 10,000 members and an extensive network of 48 chapters that represent the interests of developers and owners of industrial, office and related commercial real estate throughout North America.  The membership of the Research Triangle Chapter is made up of developers, investors/owners, architects, engineers, attorneys, and other professionals that are involved in office and industrial real estate.  On the national, state and local levels, NAIOP promotes effective public policy, through our grassroots network, to create, protect and enhance property values.
Wake County and Raleigh are not the first areas to address the issues addressed in the Wake County Growth Management Strategy.  Many of these issues have been dealt with in a variety of ways through the country.  The Council’s challenge is to extract the most proven, workable elements from those earlier implementations, bolster them with sound-economic analysis, and then cast them in a mold that is most reflective of this City’s unique character.
Because of the broad geographic scope of our national organization, NAIOP is in a unique position to help our community understand the impacts, positive and negative, of many of the strategies and tools with the Wake County Growth Management Strategy.  NAIOP has followed the results of these implementations and can be a great resource for Raleigh as our City examines these strategies and tools.
For example, NAIOP has published a document titled “Growing To Greatness-Creating America’s Quality Work Places”, a phenomenal resource which examines the myriad of growth management tools and mechanisms put into place throughout the U.S., many of which are referenced in your Growth Strategy document.  In fact Mayor Meeker, when David Finger, Gregg Sandreuter and myself, visited with you when you first took office, this was the information we left.
With respect to the Growth Management Strategy, NAIOP sees several items that can be positive for Raleigh.  One of which I will comment on shortly.  However, it appears as if economic considerations and analysis was not given thorough consideration when this plan was assembled.  As you well know, increased project costs are directly passed on to the end user (e.g., an office tenant or company that owns their own facility).  This creates economic viability issues, which could ultimately place Wake County at a competitive disadvantage compared to other regions being considered by companies looking to relocate or expand.
It is my understanding that the plan is in place to serve as an “idea book” of tools that a municipality may consider in the context of its own set of policies and regulations.  In that each individual took in the GMS has its own set of economic impacts, I would ask that the Council conduct a thorough review of each tool that comes from this Strategy independently, and that the Council’s review involve those of us who work with the development process.  Not only do real estate professionals have a personal stake in the game, but they have a very clear and unique perspective on what an increase in cost will do to the cost of office space, therefore understanding the impact on economic growth in Raleigh.  Additionally, please, always be cognizant that many of these changes may fringe upon private property rights.  We recognize the intent to make Raleigh a better place to live, but we must remember that when we implement regulations that change and limit how someone can use or develop their property, we are taking away some of the value of one their assets.
One of the positive strategies NAIOP sees in this package, is the need to address the difficulties of Infill Development.  NAIOP supports the City working to understand the complexities of infill development and to create standards to make it easier for infill development and density to occur.  Having rules in place will better equip the Council to respond to the concerns of neighborhood groups.  Clear guidelines will reduce uncertainty on all sides, and reduce costly delays in the development process that can result from the “NIMBY” response of neighbors absent clear standards.  Ultimately, this could help us to make decisions based on the greater good of the City.
As stated in the Strategy, infill developments are viewed by many to be a desirable thing for many reasons.  They can create density in the city center which may better utilize the existing infrastructure.  Of course infill development can bring its own set of challenges and complicated issues.
Infill projects can be much more expensive than “Greenfield” projects.  This is a function of both increased land cost and higher construction cost.  Land is limited, therefore creating the need for vertical construction.  Government review can be more complicated, take longer, and be unpredictable.  This can have a significant impact on the bottom line and operate as a disincentive for some developers who cannot assume the risks that these projects bring with them.”
Steve Henion submitted the following statement:

“I haven’t forgotten about you-I just returned to several smallish fires needing attention.  Here’s the list of our comments:
· Raleigh Realtors do not have a formal position on the creation of a dedicated funding source for open space.  However as a founding member of the Triangle Community Coalition we have monitored and stayed involved in the creation of the Wake County Growth Management Strategy (GMS), and produced a formal response that many of you have seen.
· Open space is an amenity that is highly sought after and can provide several benefits community wide.
· As is the question with most of the quality of life elements discussed in the Wake Co. GMS, paying for it becomes the question-Who and How?
· If the City believes that the value of open space is such that a permanent dedicated funding source to acquire open space is critical, and therefore will become a priority of this Council-we urge you to please consider that any funding source be as broad as possible to encompass the responsibility of the whole community to provide something that the whole community will benefit from.  In the GMS several options for a dedicated funding source are described, yet only one captures the widest funding available from the greatest source, and that is using water and sewer rate to cover open space purchases.  The alternatives of using an impact fee or transfer tax, unfairly burden only a very small percentage of residents while providing a service that the whole community enjoys.  We believe that off all sources offered, the water/sewer rates offer the fairest and most equitable funding source available.
· We thank you for the opportunity to present our views on funding open space.”
Mr. Jim Wahlbrink, Executive Officer of the Home Builders Association of Raleigh-Wake County, distributed a brochure entitled, “How Do We Grow From Here-A Response to the Wake County Growth Management Strategy.”  Mr. Wahlbrink briefly spoke to the Growth Management Study touching on such issues as an incentive based approach, the ability to cluster, etc.  He pointed out that much of the strategy has been tried in other communities and feels like at this time a review should take place to see how those strategies have worked, where they have worked and when they have not worked.  There are such things to consider as economic impacts.  He noted there are some good things included in the strategy and some things that could have a negative impact.  He stressed the need to look at all the impacts both positive and negative.
No one else asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mayor Meeker indicated this item would be referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee.  There were no objections.
UNFIT BUILDINGS – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
This is a hearing to consider the adoption of an ordinance prohibiting occupancy of the unfit dwellings until repaired to comply with the requirements of the Housing Code and pursuant to the provisions of Section 10-6130 of the Code of the City of Raleigh.
	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NO.
	TIME LAPSE

	24 Dixie Trail
	Pirate Holdings LLC
	0022513
	56 Days

	621 Church Street
	Todd P. & Lynda R. Sutton
	0065150
	90 Days


The Mayor opened the hearing on each location.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Odom moved adoption of an ordinance as outlined on the agenda.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Ordinance 422 and 423.
UNFIT BUILDING DEMOLITION – 1206 SOUTH BLOODWORTH STREET – HEARING – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the adoption of an ordinance authorizing the demolition of the unfit building as listed below and pursuant to the provisions of Section 10-6131 of the Housing Code of the City of Raleigh.
	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NO.
	TIME LAPSE

	1206 South Bloodworth St.
	Robert J. Smith
	0065529
	118 Days


The Mayor opened the hearing on this location.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Odom moved adoption of ordinances as outlined on the agenda.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Ordinance 424.

UNFIT BUILDINGS – DEMOLITION OR REPAIR – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – ORDINANCES ADOPTED
This was a hearing to adopt an ordinance authorizing the demolition of the unfit buildings as listed below and pursuant to the provisions of Section 10-6127(d) of the City Code if the repairs necessary to render the dwellings fit for human habitation are not completed within ninety (90) days.
	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NO.
	VACATED & CLOSED

	309 Bragg Street
	Norman K. & Evelyn B. Stanley
	0050701
	February 8, 2002

	1112 Hightower Street
	Mary Alice Eaton & Delores Eaton
	0040594
	January 3, 2002


Mayor Meeker opened the hearing on each location.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Odom moved adoption of ordinances as outlined on the agenda.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Ordinances 425 and 426.
SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENTS – SIX FORKS ROAD – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider installation of sidewalks on Six Forks Road and the I-440 interchange to connect existing sidewalks.  Assessments will apply.
The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Kirkman moved adoption of a resolution as outlined on the agenda.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 729.

ANNEXATION – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTION ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider the following petitioned annexations.  If, following the hearings, the Council wishes to proceed with the annexations it would be appropriate to adopt ordinances annexing the property effective June 30, 2003 and a resolution placing the property in the appropriate electoral districts.
LOCATION





ELECTORAL DISTRICT

Triple Creek at Valley Stream, Phase 15
B

Vantage Pointe
C
The Mayor opened the hearing on each case.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearings were closed.  Mr. Shanahan moved adoption of an ordinance annexing the properties effective June 30, 2003 and adoption of a resolution placing the properties in the appropriate electoral districts.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Ordinances 427, 428 and Resolution 734.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

PULLEN PARK MASTER PLAN – FUNDING PARTNERSHIPS – REFERRED TO PARKS BOARD
Mayor Meeker reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends that the item regarding Pullen Park Master Plan - Funding Partnerships be referred back to Council for information and possible action at the Council table.  Mayor Meeker moved that the written and oral comments be referred back to the Parks Board to consider funding criteria for all parks.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Cowell.
Mr. Odom indicated he would vote against this request for Pullen Park unless they can show how the money will be distributed equally over all the parks in the City.  Mayor Meeker explained the intent is to get resources into the park system.  The idea is not to favor certain parks, but to enhance park funding.  It is a challenge for the City Council to deal with.  Mr. Odom indicated with this particular strategy he could see a park in one part of Raleigh getting more amenities than others if they receive private funding for a certain park.  If they want to get funding for the park system they will have to consider all of it.  Mr. West pointed out he is all for partnerships in park funding, but would like to echo Mr. Odom’s comments; it is an issue of equity.  There is a need for a system of checks and balances and the Council should also look at groups that are advocates and take part in the process.  Mayor Meeker indicated he certainly doesn’t want the City to be in a situation where there is one level of service for one location and another level of service for another location, but the City should be able to accept money in an equitable way.  Ms. Cowell indicated she felt it is much broader issue of partnership.  The question is how do we work with the park groups for in-kind donations.  A roll call vote was taken on the motion as stated that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative with the exception of Mr. Odom.
Mr. Ken Crockett indicated this item was in his subcommittee.  The comments are exactly what they are looking for and he thanks the Council for sending this item back for further review.  Mr. Odom pointed out he feels there will be situations where there will be organizations on the list that have a paid staff and are available to raise a significant amount of money for an individual site.  He would like for them to address how to deal with those organizations that have paid staff for fund raising.  Mayor Meeker pointed out he is certainly not enthusiastic about organizations taking a cut of any donation that is made to fund the parks as the parks should get 100 percent of any donations that are made.  Mr. Kirkman suggested that the Parks Board take a close look at the Charlotte/Mecklenburg park system.  It has been a very successful program and they apparently do not have the problems regarding equity that we are facing and they still have public/private partnerships.
Mayor Meeker stated that the item by split vote would be referred to the Parks Board.
FERNDALE LANE – REQUEST FOR ABANDONMENT OF RIGHT-OF-WAY – HELD IN COMMITTEE
Mayor Meeker reported that the Budget and Economic Development recommends that this item be referred back to the City Council for possible action at the Council table.  Mayor Meeker moved that this item be held pending the resolution of the Hillsborough Street funding issue and design.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and put to a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

ANNEXATION PROGRAM – OAKMONT, PLANA TERRA AND JOHNSDALE-LITCHFORD ROADS – ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTION ADOPTED
The Committee recommends:

a) Adoption of resolutions by Council amending the following annexation reports to include rural fire department contract requests received by the deadline date:
Oakmont
Wake New Hope Fire Department

Plana Terra
Wake New Hope Fire Department

Johnsdale-Litchford
Wake New Hope Fire Department

b) Adoption of resolutions by Council amending the following annexation reports to include utility extension requests:
Oakmont
7 utility extension requests for sewer

Plana Terra
8 utility extension requests for water and sewer

Johnsdale-Litchford
6 utility extension requests for water and sewer


1 utility extension request for sewer


1 utility extension request for water

c) Adoption of ordinances by Council annexing these areas effective June 30, 2003.
d) Adoption of a resolution by Council placing the areas in the following electoral districts:
Oakmont
Council District B

Plana Terra
Council District B

Johnsdale-Litchford Rd (part west of Litchford Road)
Council District A

Johnsdale-Litchford Rd (part east of Litchford Road)
Council District B

A motion was made by Mr. Hunt for adoption of resolutions amending the annexation reports to include rural fire department contract requests and utility extension requests as well as adoption of ordinances annexing these areas effective June 30, 2003 and adoption of a resolution placing the areas in the proper electoral districts.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Ordinance 429, 430, 431 and Resolutions 731, 732, 733 and 734.
REZONING Z-70-02 – SUBURBAN DRIVE – HELD OVER TO EVENING SESSION
Chairperson Hunt reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee, by split vote, recommends upholding the Planning Commission’s recommendation for approval of this rezoning request with conditions dated March 11, 2003 and that the Comprehensive Plan be amended to designate Medium Density Residential uses for this site and to shift the policy boundary line to the east to place the subject property on the residential side.  Mr. Odom indicated he would like to make a motion to approve the portion of this property located in the Shopping Center Zoning District and denial of that property located in the Residential-4 zoning district.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Shanahan.
Beth Trahos, representative of the applicant, indicated she will certainly provide PIN numbers for recording of the plats.  In the meeting with the neighborhood it is her understanding they will not oppose the Shopping Center development to allow townhomes and support their request for denial of that portion of the property zoned Residential-4 in order to provide an additional buffer.  She indicated that up to 29 town homes are planned.

Mayor Meeker questioned the size of the Residential-4 portion with Ms. Trahos indicating this case consists of two pieces that total about 1 ½ acres and are separate PIN numbers from the remainder of the case.

Mr. Jim Tarrantino, 501 Westbrook Drive, extended thanks to the City Council who created an atmosphere of dialogue in resolving this case.  They do agree with the proposal for the Residential-4 development to recommend denial and to allow townhouse development in the shopping center portion.  There was some concern over the wording that would suggest that a public hearing or information be shared if development should take place in the Residential-4 portion, but believes the agreement will preserve the integrity of a 150-foot buffer and would ask the City Council to look at acquisition of property to be used for greenway as there is already a pedestrian path in the area.
Mr. Kirkman indicated he felt they were heading in the right direction and has been out to look at the property.  He would like to see some mechanism of insurance for a pedestrian connection in the greenway or buffer to connect the new neighborhood if there is a legal way to come up with a contract.  Mr. McCormick indicated he has concerns over the Council’s authority to do what they are proposing and he would like the Council to give him some time to research what their authority would allow.  Planning Director Chapman added that staff has not seen this proposal.  He has no opposition to reviewing the proposal to see if it can be implemented.  There are specific conditions that apply to both properties that may be affected by the motion as stated.  There are rules in the place to prevent last minute changes that include submittal of any new conditions a minimum of three days prior to the Council meeting.  Mayor Meeker suggested that it would be appropriate to allow staff time to look at this proposal and the Council can deal with the issue at the 6:30 evening meeting or can hold it over for an additional two weeks.  Mr. Kirkman indicated that it could be included if it were a substantial enough change as what is amounts to a down zoning.  Mayor Meeker indicated this item would be held for a report from the Attorney and Planning Director to be heard at the evening meeting or held over to the next Council meeting.
AVENT WEST NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN – APPROVED EXPANDED BOUNDARIES – SCHEDULE PUBLIC HEARING – APPROVAL OF NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING TASK FORCE
Chairperson Hunt reported that the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends approval of the expanded study boundaries as included on the map in the agenda packet dated April 9, 2003.  The Committee recommends an expanded schedule of approximately 14 months to complete the draft plan and within that time frame determine in succession the recommendations specific to each of the character areas for a public hearing on the draft plan in July of 2004. The Committee recommends approval of the Neighborhood Planning Task Force as included in the agenda packet with the understanding that votes will be one vote per household.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Hunt the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.
DOWNTOWN PLANNING STUDIES – REPORT RECEIVED
Chairperson Hunt reported that the Comprehensive Planning Committee received a preliminary report on the Livable Streets Plan which is scheduled for presentation and public hearing at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, April 15, 2003. It is recommended that the item be removed from the agenda with the understanding the plan will proceed through the normal Planning Commission process.  The item was received as information.
PARKS MASTER PLANNING POLICY – APPROVED – THRESHOLDS FOR EVALUATING THE NEED TO INITIATE A NEW MASTER PLAN, REVISED MASTER PLAN OR MASTER PLAN AMENDMENT AND SYSTEM INTEGRATION PLAN PROCESS - REFERRED TO COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE
Chairperson Hunt reported that the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends approval of the Parks Master Planning policy as amended by the Committee as included in the agenda packet identified as Comprehensive Planning Committee Recommendations dated April 9, 2003.
The Committee recommends that two remaining items be referred back to Committee for further study – Thresholds for Evaluating the Need to Initiate a New Master Plan, Revised Master Plan or Master Plan Amendment and an item to further consider the System Integration Plan Process.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Hunt moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman.
Mr. Odom indicated that in his opinion he believes this document has been rewritten other than simply amended.  He has seen this document four to five times and this is a brand new version and he is not in favor of this one.  He particularly likes the version that was submitted by the Parks Board with public input.  Mr. Kirkman indicated that they did not want to duplicate the process and they needed work sessions with the Park Board.  He does believe what came out is with a consensus of the Parks Board.  He indicated he would like to thank Mr. Prosser, Mr. Bailey and Mr. McCormick and feels this version is certainly an improvement.  Mr. Odom indicated that 3 to 1 opposing this plan indicates there was no consensus.  He spoke against any one Councilor writing his own deal.  Mr. Kirkman pointed out that concessions were made on both sides.  The Attorney went through this version word-by-word and the City Manager had input as well.
Mr. Ken Crockett, representative of the Parks Board, indicated that this whole process has not been fun and has not been a good process, but they were asked to bring this to closure.  They are behind with four to five master plans because of the time consumed with this review.  The Parks Board does prefer their version, but at the same time they do believe they can work with what is being proposed.  There are a couple of points that came back out that were not agreed to, but they would like to move forward and would ask that the Parks Board stay involved with items referred.
A substitute motion was made by Mr. Odom to accept the Parks Board Master Plan proposal.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Shanahan.

Ms. Cowell that she is comfortable with the final document.  A vote was taken on the substitute motion as stated by Mr. Odom that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative with the exception of Mayor Meeker, Mr. West, Mr. Kirkman, Ms. Cowell and Mr. Hunt.  The Mayor ruled the motion failed.  The Mayor called for a vote on the original motion as stated by Mr. Hunt that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative with the exception of Mr. Odom.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 735.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

TC-1-03 – STORMWATER CONTROL AND WATERCOURSE BUFFER REGULATIONS – APPROVED ORDINANCE CHANGES; ANNUAL REVIEW BY COUNCIL OF PROPOSED NITROGEN MITIGATION PROJECTS - APPROVED
Mr. Kirkman reported the Public Works Committee recommends this item be removed from the agenda and for Council to uphold the Planning Commission’s recommendation to approve the Stormwater Ordinance proposed changes as outlined in CR-10532.  The Committee also recommends an annual review by Council of the proposed nitrogen mitigation projects including a follow-up review to Council in two years to the affects of those changes.  Mr. Kirkman pointed out that when you look at the net balance this change makes our process more efficient and more certainty to the development community.  Everyone still has to comply with the regulations, but the buy-downs on larger products could have public impact.

The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

TRASH REMOVAL – STREET AND VACANT LOTS – ACTION ITEMS REFERRED BACK TO ADMINISTRATION
Mr. Kirkman reported the Public Works Committee recommends this item be removed from the agenda and that action items as amended by the Committee developed in a meeting on March 27, 2003 between the City, State, County, and State Highway Patrol be referred back to Administration for follow-up.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Odom moved that the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.
REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

FAYETTEVILLE STREET MALL – FUNDING – COUNCILOR SHANAHAN TO DISCUSS WITH CITY MANAGER
Mr. Shanahan indicated he would like to have an opportunity to discuss Fayetteville Street Mall funding issues as the Hotel/Motel Tax Funds may not be source to consider and he would like to discuss the possibilities of ulterior funding sources.  Mayor Meeker suggested Mr. Shanahan get with Mr. Allen to discuss the issue at this point.
FAIR HOUSING WORK SHOP – APPRECIATION TO STAFF AND CITIZENS
Mr. Kirkman indicated he would like to extend a thank you to the City staff and citizens for the excellent Fair Housing Workshop that has taken place.  He indicated he is certainly in a position now to want to get more information.

TRYON ROAD – PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT SITE – REFERRED TO CITY ATTORNEY AND PLANNING DIRECTOR

Mr. Kirkman indicated there has been some discussion regarding development of a site on Tryon Road for a prison originally planned for another location.  He indicated he would like for Mr. Chapman and Mr. McCormick to look into the legalities of moving the site to Tryon Road.
DOT BUSES – ADVERTISING – REPORT REQUESTED
Mayor Meeker pointed out that he understands that a number of new buses have been ordered and would like to find out whether there are plans to place advertising wraps on the new buses.  He indicated he hopes that will not be the case, but he would like to have a report on whether this type of advertising is planned for the new buses.  Mr. Shanahan pointed out that there is an economic impact of not allowing the advertising.

WHITEWATER PARK – POSSIBLE PARTIAL FUNDING SOURCE
Mayor Meeker indicated he understands in regard to Whitewater Park the County may provide one-half of the funding if this is included in the bond issue.  He asked if the Manager would provide information back to the Council on this matter.

COUNCILORS SEATING – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker indicated he would like to remind the members of Council that walking around behind the table can be distracting to the audience and to those watching the proceedings on television.  He encouraged the Councilors to stay seated as much as they possibly can.
FAIR HOUSING PROGRAM WORKSHOP – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. West indicated he would simply like to make a comment on the recent Fair Housing Workshop.  He feels that good sound information was presented and was of benefit to the City Council.  The speaker from HUD about the Strong Fair Housing Program was excellent.

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT – STATUS REQUESTED

Ms. Cowell indicated she had early requested a report regarding the Fire Department and inquired as to the status of that report and asked that the report be forthcoming.

DOT – STOP SIGN – PAMLICO/ROWAN – REPORT REQUESTED

Ms. Cowell indicating she understands that a stop sign has been requested for this intersection and would like to receive a report from administration on its status.

SEWER REPAIRS – DAMAGE TO ROADS – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Mr. Isley indicated he has received a number of phone calls regarding damage to the streets as a result of sewer line repairs in the roads and its dangers to bicyclists.  He would like for administration to check into this and provide a report.
APPOINTMENTS

APPOINTMENTS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

The City Clerk read the following results of the ballot vote:

Fair Housing Hearing Board – One Vacancy - Bomani Muyembe – 6 (Isley, Cowell, West, Meeker, Odom and Kirkman).
Housing Appeals Board – Four Vacancies - No nominees.
Substance Abuse Advisory Commission – Three Vacancies – The Deputy City Clerk reported that Mr. Kirkman nominated Thomas Bennett.
The Mayor announced the appointment of Mr. Bomani Muyembe to the Fair Housing Hearing Board.  The other items will be carried over to the next meeting.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

SPEEDING IN SCHOOL ZONES – AUTHORIZE INTRODUCTION OF NEW BILL INCREASING THE PENALTY
Mr. McCormick indicated that included in the Council agenda packet was a memo outlining two items.  The first is in regard to speeding in school zones and a request from the Police Department to increase the fine from $25 to a misdemeanor level with a $250.
A motion was made by Mr. Shanahan for approval of this request.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

DAWN PLACE STREET CLOSING – AUTHORIZE CITY CLERK TO ADVERTISE FOR PUBLIC HEARING
Mr. McCormick explained that Harry Mitchell of Bass, Nixon and Kennedy has recently appeared before the Council to request an extension of time to record the plat in the closing of Dawn Place.  The plat should have been recorded in November of 2002, but was not recorded.  It will be necessary to readvertise for public hearing to pursue this request.

Mayor Meeker indicated that without objection the City Clerk would be authorized to advertise the street closing of Dawn Place for public hearing.  There were no objections.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK

MINUTES – APRIL 1, 2003 - APPROVED
The City Clerk reported that Council members received a copy of the April 1, 2003 Council minutes in their agenda packet.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the minutes.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and put to a vote that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.
ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Mayor Meeker announced the meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m.

Donna Hester

Deputy City Clerk
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