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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session on Tuesday, June 17, 2003, at 1:00 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, 222 West Hargett Street, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.




Mayor Meeker, Presiding



Mr. Kirkman




Mr. Odom




Ms. Cowell




Mr. Hunt




Mr. Isley




Mr. West

Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Ralph Puccini, City Clerks Office, and the Pledge of Alliance was led by Council Member Kirkman.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS

WHAT WOULD JESUS DRIVE – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Reverend Jim Hall, Executive Director of the Evangelical Environmental Network, talked about fuel efficiency and fuel economy.  He told of their “What Would Jesus Drive” Crusade, pointing out they feel that Jesus would want people to drive the most fuel efficient, less pollutant vehicles possible.

Jim B. Vigem, pointed out he is a local representative and talked about Caring for Creation.  He spoke briefly about the campaign and presented a packet of information on the program.

PROCLAMATION – WORLD CHANGERS WEEK – PROCLAIMED

Mayor Meeker recognized Joseph Monk, World Changers Project Coordinator for the first week, Benjamin Honeycutt and Steven Fox of World Changers Organization.  He pointed out the group has worked on over 200 homes in the community and plan to work on 30 more.  He recognized the audience full of participants pointing out they are from many areas and many states.  He read a proclamation proclaiming June 16 through June 20 and June 23 through June 27 as “World Changers Week” in the City of Raleigh.  He commended all for their volunteer work pointing out it is the most valuable and rewarding thing anyone can do.  Representatives of World Changers pointed out there were some 400 students in the city doing work today and another 320 would come next week.  They presented the Mayor with a photograph of the students participating in the program and expressed appreciation at being able to serve the City.
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY – CITY EMPLOYEE HOUSE – PARTICIPANTS RECOGNIZED

Lisa Adams of the Finance Department asked to recognize David Thompson and expressed appreciation for his hard work, loyalty and dedication over the last several months in bringing the City of Raleigh Habitat for Humanity house together.  She presented a plaque on behalf of a number of employees who wanted to recognize him for his hard work and loyalty and leadership.

In accepting the plaque, David Thompson pointed out he did not deserve any credit.  A lot of City employees came together to make this a reality.  Mr. Thompson stated he stood before the Council last fall with the idea of City employees building a home by Christmas.  The home has just been finished.  The new owner will be moving in shortly.  It has been taken off the Habitat for Humanity list so it has been completed.  He expressed appreciation to the City Manager and the City Council for the time, opportunity and money provided.  He asked all City employees who participated in the project to please stand pointing out some 40 City employees were involved.  They gave their blood, sweat and tears.  He stated it has been a very rewarding experience to be a part of an effort to give someone a hand up and to see them to participate with their own time and sweat in building their home.  Mr. Thompson recognized Bob Stockdale and Mike McDow pointing out without those two people the house would not be a reality.  For 8 months they showed up every weekend and worked.  He presented them plaques of appreciation and expressed appreciation to all employees who participated.
COMBINED CAMPAIGN – PARTICIPANTS RECOGNIZED

Community Services Director Hardy Watkins stated it was his pleasure to have led the combined campaign effort this year.  He stated we have seen growth in active participation.  Mr. Watkins presented plaques and certificates of appreciation to department heads and representatives of the various departments.  He expressed appreciation for a job well done, pointing out the City raised $67,500.
CERTIFICATE OF APPOINTMENT – PRESENTATIONS MADE

Mayor Meeker explained the Certificate of Appointment presentation and presented the following certificates:  Appearance Commission – Stephaine Clontz Garner; Planning Commission – Russ Stephenson.

MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATION COURSE – RODNEY BIZZELL RECOGNIZED

City Manager Allen recognized Rodney Bizzell, Administrative Services Department, for his recent completion in the Institute of Government’s Municipal Administration Course.  He explained the course and congratulated Mr. Bizzell for his completion for the course and presented him with a plaque.

MAYOR MEEKER – COMMENTS – RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker welcomed City Attorney McCormick pointing out Mr. McCormick had been out of town due to the death of his stepfather.  He expressed condolences on behalf of the Council.
Mayor Meeker pointed out there will be an item added to the agenda relative to the sale of the Belk’s property.  Mayor Meeker stated at the end of the meeting, the Council would take a short break and go into Budget Work Session.  Mayor Meeker pointed out Mr. Shanahan will be absent from the meeting.

CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED
Mayor Meeker presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion. If a Councillor requests discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the consent agenda and considered separately. The vote on the consent agenda will be a roll call vote.  Mayor Meeker stated he has received a request from Mr. Hunt to withdraw the Crabtree Creek Greenway bid as well as the traffic items relating to Atwater Street and the Method Community.  Without objection, those items were withdrawn from the Consent Agenda.  Mr. Odom moved Administration’s recommendations on the remaining items on the Consent Agenda be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Shanahan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  The items on the Consent Agenda were as follows.

CERTIFICATE OF CONSISTENCY – NCSU/CENTER FOR UNIVERSAL DESIGN – MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO SIGN

The Center for Universal Design at the NCSU School of Design is applying for a grant through the Community Outreach Partnership under HUD’s University and College Program. The City’s Consolidated Plan requires that local communities address barriers to affordable housing development and include strategies to address those barriers.  This proposal would be consistent with the City’s Consolidated Plan.  Housing to support very low renters, first-time homeowners, and elderly households needing rehabilitation assistance is a Priority One need.  The grant funds are for a three-year period.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to sign a Certification of Consistency for a HUD Community Outreach Partnership Center (COPC) Grant by the NCSU/Center for Universal Design.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 7 ayes (Shanahan absent).

TAX CREDIT PROPOSALS – NORTH CAROLINA HOUSING FINANCE AGENCY – COMMENTS TO BE SUBMITTED

The North Carolina Housing Finance Agency has requested City comments on five proposals for housing tax credits to be located within the City if funded.  The total number of proposed units is 285.
Three of the developments were approved for City funding on the following dates: Jamaica Drive (November 19, 2002).  Village of New Hope and Perry Creek (April 1, 2003).

Crabtree Creek and Victoria Park at Crabtree Creek were submitted October 15, 2002 as Crabtree Station for 108 units and requested Wake County Housing Authority Multifamily Housing Revenue Bonds.  The Council voted to deny the issuance of the bonds for this proposal.

Recommendation:  Submit comments to the North Carolina Housing Finance Agency on the above tax credit proposals.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 7 ayes (Shanahan absent).

ANNEXATION PETITION – VARIOUS – REFERRED TO CITY CLERK TO CHECK SUFFICIENCY AND SCHEDULE HEARINGS
The agenda presented the following petitions for annexation.

	Area Name Contiguous
	Petitioner
	Acres
	Proposed Use

	Hodge Creek Apartments
	Fred Mills, Mills Construction Company, Inc.
	6.5
	Residential

	Crescent Ridge Subdivision
	John SchlichenmaierWestfield, Homes of the Carolinas, LLC 
	31.26
	Residential

	5309 Kyle Drive/Ward Property 
	Renwick and Sonia Ward
	4.2
	Existing Residential

	Satellite Petitions
	Petitioner
	Acres
	Proposed Use

	Strickland Corners
	Louis G. Sinclair, Strickland West, LLC
	5.63
	Commercial

	6020 Rock Quarry Road/Ebenezer United Methodist Church
	H. Tommy Wall, Ebenezer United Methodist Church
	4.7
	Existing Church

and Expansion


Recommendation:  That these annexation petitions be acknowledged and that Council request the City Clerk to check their sufficiency pursuant to State statutes, and if found sufficient advertise for public hearings on Tuesday, July 15, 2003.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 7 ayes (Shanahan absent).

ROADS PROGRAM – RESOLUTION OF NECESSITY – ADOPTED

There are several street projects on the current Capital Improvements Program that are located outside the City Limits but inside the extraterritorial jurisdiction.  Prior to proceeding with the public hearing process for these projects, it would be appropriate to adopt a Resolution-of-Necessity according to the 1983 Session Laws Chapter 272.  A copy of the proposed resolution was in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Adopt the resolution.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 7 ayes (Shanahan absent).  See Resolution 776.

MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT – TRIANGLE URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE TEAM – AUTHORIZED

The cities of Raleigh and Durham and the towns of Chapel Hill and Cary desire to form an Urban Search and Rescue Team that would be comprised of personnel from the fire departments of each municipality. This team would locate, rescue, and care for victims of natural or man-made disasters. Raleigh would be the lead agency. 

Recommendation: Authorize the City Manager and Fire Chief to sign the agreement.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 7 ayes (Shanahan absent).
PARADE ROUTES – VARIOUS – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

The agenda presented the following requests for approval of parade routes.

Anna Idilbi, representing Lutheran Family Services, requests permission to hold a celebratory parade for Resettled Refugees on Saturday, June 21, 2003, from 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Tom Melton, representing Meredith Woods neighborhood, requests permission to hold an annual July 4th Parade on Friday, July 4, 2003, from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.

Sarah Lawrence requests permission to hold the Historic Oakwood July 4th Parade on Friday, July 4, 2003, from 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Recommendation:  Approval of the routes subject to conditions noted on the reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 7 ayes (Shanahan absent).

STREET CLOSINGS – TEMPORARY – VARIOUS LOCATIONS AND DATES – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

The agenda presented the following requests for temporary street closings relating to various events:

Bob High, representing Cape Fear Crab House, requests permission to close the 700 Block of West Johnson Street between St. Mary’s Street and Gaston Street on Thursday, June 19, 2003, from 6:30 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. to hold a fundraiser for “Pinecone” (Piedmont Council for Traditional Music).

Jemrey Allen, representing Lincoln Park Holiness Church, requests permission to close the 1400 block of Cross Street and the 00 block of Heath Street on Saturday, June 21, 2003, from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. for a church festival.

Aly Khalifa requests permission to close the 500 and 600 blocks of Kirby Street on Saturday, June 28, 2003, from 3:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. to hold an annual neighborhood block party.

Jennifer Coleman requests permission to close the 1500 block of Sunrise Avenue on Saturday, August 9, 2003, from 2:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. to hold a neighborhood block party.

Recommendation:  Approval of the street closings subject to conditions included in reports in agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 7 ayes (Shanahan absent).
POLICE DEPARTMENT – NO MATCH EQUIPMENT GRANT – APPROVED – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
The North Carolina Governor’s Highway Safety Program has awarded a no match grant to the Raleigh Police Department in the amount of $4,032.60 for traffic checkpoint signs and traffic cones.
Recommendation:  Approve resolution to accept grant and the following budget amendment:

Revenue Account:

810-7237-51317-992


State Grant


$4,032.60

Expense Account:

810-7237-70101-992


Supplies


$4,032.60

Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 7 ayes (Shanahan absent).  See Ordinance 458 TF 96 and Resolution 783.

E. M. JOHNSON WATER TREATMENT PLANT AND NEUSE RIVER WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT – SECURITY GUARD SERVICES – CONTRACT WITH WACKENHUT CORPORATION – APPROVED

A contract of $331,491.24 has been negotiated with The Wackenhut Corporation for Security Guard Services at the E.M. Johnson Water Treatment Plant and the Neuse River Wastewater Treatment Plant.
Recommendation:  Approve the contract with The Wackenhut Corporation.  (Funds will be available contingent upon adoption of the 2003-04 Budget.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 7 ayes (Shanahan absent).

PERSONNEL – RECLASSIFICATION – PUBLIC UTILITIES DEPARTMENT – APPROVED

The Public Utilities Department has a vacant Treatment Plant Operator I, classification #4302, position (5230-607, #004057), pay grade 30, in the Wastewater Treatment Plant Division.  Due to additional responsibilities of the Reuse Superintendent which leaves a supervisory void at the Wrenn Road Wastewater Treatment Plant in Garner, it is requested that this position be reclassified to Treatment Plant Operator II, pay grade 32.

Recommendation:  Approve reclassification of this position.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 7 ayes (Shanahan absent).
ENCROACHMENT – 500 BLOCK OF WEST CABARRUS/SOUTH SAUNDERS STREET – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY
A request has been received from Clancy and Theys Construction Company to encroach on City right-of-way in the 500 block of West Cabarrus Street/South Saunders Street for the purpose of installing monitoring wells.  Council members received a report on the exact request included in their agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approval of the encroachment subject to conditions outlined in Resolution 1996-153 and the following.

1. The Owner shall obtain a “Right-of-Way” permit from the Inspections Department prior to installation
2. The Owner shall contact “NC One Call Center” 48 hours prior to excavation and shall remain 10’ from existing utilities.
3. The Owner shall relocate the monitoring wells at no costs to the City at such time the Glenwood/South Saunders connector is constructed (or any part thereof).

4. The Owner/Contractor shall notify City of Raleigh Parks and Recreation Urban Forrester, Alex Johnson, at 872-4115, and shall obtain a “Vegetation Impact Permit’ prior to commencing work.

5. The Owner shall contact the City Street Maintenance Superintendent at completion of project and shall remove all monitoring wells and fill with flowable fill.

Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 7 ayes (Shanahan absent).  

BUDGET AMENDMENTS – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented the following recommended budget amendments:

Community Services - $2,220 – to increase the Corporation for Community and National Service federal share of the RSVP grant.

Community Services - $5,093 – to increase the Corporation for Community and National Service federal share of the Foster Grandparent Program.

Finance - $130,000 – to fund additional bond principal debt service payments for this fiscal year resulting from the structure of the refunding bond sale held during the year.

Parks and Recreation - $100 – increase revenues and expenses to accept funds from the Longview Community Club for the beautification and maintenance of the gardens at New Bern and King Charles and Sycamore Circle at Charles Road and Bertie Drive.

Parks and Recreation - $5,000 – increase revenues and expenses to reflect greater interest and participation in the Adventure Camp program and activities.

Parks and Recreation - $6,000 – to increase revenues and expenses to reflect third party special events requiring Parks and Recreation services.  The City is reimbursed for these services.
Parks and Recreation - $7,000 – to increase revenues and expenses to reflect greater interest and participation in Lake Johnson programs and activities.

Parks and Recreation - $30,000 – to increase revenues and expenses to reflect necessary expenses associated with hosting the Protecting Our Nation’s Youth (PONY) National Fast Pitch Tournament scheduled in July.  This is year three of a three-year agreement.

Police - $3,542 – to budget accounts for a NC Governor’s Highway Safety grant that will provide 50% reimbursement for the replacement of 21 motorcycle helmets for the Police Traffic unit.  The City match is available in the Police uniform account.

Police - $43,845.12 – to reduce budget accounts for a grant from the North Carolina Department of Crime Control and Public Safety for the Domestic Violence Social Workers in the Police Department.  Grant budget for fiscal 2002/03 cannot be fully utilized due to staff hire date of January, 2003.  The State has reverted the funds as of May 14, 2003, but will fund year two of the grant in fiscal 2003/04 as planned.  Original grant amount from the State was $72,387.27.

The agenda outlined the revenue and expenditure accounts involved in the various budget amendments.

Recommendation:  Approval of the Budget amendments as outlined. Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 7 ayes (Shanahan absent).  See Ordinance 458 TF 96.

FIRE STATION 26 – CHANGE ORDER #3 – JACOBSEN CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC. – APPROVED

This change order is for an increase of $514,642.
Reason:

Provide funding for additional space requirements, modifications/additions to accommodate emergency communications equipment, building security, fire suppression system, and an uninterrupted power source (UPS) associated with incorporating Raleigh-Wake County Emergency Communications Operations in the 911 Back-up Facility.  $14,642 of the change amount is currently in place.  An additional $500,000 contribution from Wake County will be needed to cover this change order amount.

History:

Original contract amount:
$2,460,758

New contract amount: 
$2,975,400

The following accounts should be increased by:

Revenue Account:

505-9194-51327-000

Other Match


$500,000.00

Expense Account:

505-9194-79202-975

ECC Backup Center

$500,000.00

Recommendation:  Approve change order and budget amendment.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 7 ayes (Shanahan absent).  See Ordinance 458 TF 96.

TRANSFERS – WITHIN VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented recommended transfers in the Convention Center, Information Services and Public Utilities Departments.  The agenda outlined the code accounts involved and the reasons for the recommended transfers.
Recommendation:  Approval of the transfers as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 7 ayes (Shanahan absent).  See Ordinance 458 TF 96.

ROLESVILLE BOOSTER PUMP STATION PROJECT – BID AWARDED TO H. G. REYNOLDS COMPANY, INC. – FUNDS APPROPRIATED

Bids were received on April 10, 2003, for the Rolesville Booster Pump Station Project with H.G. Reynolds Company, Inc., submitting the low bid for construction for Contract 1A in the amount of $1,020,000.  A reduction was negotiated by change order to reduce the bid of H.G. Reynolds Company, Inc., to $930,527.
H.G. Reynolds Company, Inc. submitted a 11.47% MWBE participation bid.

Recommendation:  Approve the low bid and contract change order for H.G. Reynolds Company, Inc. in the amount of $930,527 and the following budgetary transfer.

Transferred From:

320-8998-79001-975


Rolesville 401 Water Main

$289,380.00

320-9022-79001-975


Rolesville Water Booster PS

  189,475.00

320-9023-79001-975


Rolesville Water Main Extension
  256,631.50

340-8100-79202-977


EMJWTP Ozone Facility

  195,040.50










$930,527.00

Transferred To:

340-9022-79202-975


Rolesville Water Booster PS

$195,040.50

320-9022-79202-975


Rolesville Water Booster PS

  735,486.50











$930,527.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 7 ayes (Shanahan absent).  See Ordinance 458 TF 96.
PU-2003-6 – COOPER ROAD – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

The agenda presented PU-2003-6 which calls for the installation of approximately 170 feet of 8-inch sanitary sewer main from the existing 8-inch sanitary sewer main in Cooper Road to 3216 Poole Road along the 509/513 Cooper Road property line in a 20-foot easement.  The estimated cost is $10,000.  The project is inside and outside the city and will be assessed on a per lot/acreage basis.

Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution of intent scheduling a public hearing for July 15, 2003.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 7 ayes (Shanahan absent).  See Resolution 777.

TRAFFIC – VARIOUS CHANGES – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented recommended changes in the traffic code to put in place traffic controls in areas annexed effective June 30, 2003 relating to speed limit and stop signs.  The agenda also presented traffic signals and channelization changes relating to Western Boulevard improvements and stop sign installation on newly constructed streets, bus zones on portions of Tarboro Road, no parking zone on portions of Davie Street and Sycamore Grove Road.  The agenda outlined the exact locations involved and the reasons for the recommended traffic changes.
Recommendation:  Approval of the traffic changes as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 7 ayes (Shanahan absent).  See Ordinance 459 and 460.

END OF CONSENT AGENDA

CRABTREE CREEK GREENWAY – NOBLE ROAD TO RALEIGH BOULEVARD – BID AWARDED TO R.P. CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC
Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, bids were received and publicly opened on June 2, 2003.  The three lowest bids were as follows:
Hy-Tech Construction, Inc.

base bid $2,100,000.00
J. C. Edwards



base bid $1,997,000.00

R. P. Construction Co., Inc.

base bid $1,869,900.00

Total MWBE participation for this project is estimated to be 100% by R.P. Construction Co., Inc. who is the low bidder.  Council received a full bid tabulation in their agenda packet.
Recommendation:  Accept and approve the bid and award of the contract for the Crabtree Creek Greenway from Noble Road to Raleigh Boulevard to R.P. Construction Co., Inc. for $1,869,900.

Transferred From:

625-8123-79001-975

Greenway Development Reserve

$200,000.00

Transferred to:

625-8892-79202-975

Crabtree Crk GW-Noble to Raleigh Blvd
$200,000.00

Mr. Hunt stated he understands we had correspondence from one of the bidders that perhaps the company who was awarded the contract may not be properly licensed.  City Attorney McCormick indicated his office has looked into this situation pointing out there are portions of the project that will require properly licensed contractors but he understands that they plan to hire licensed contractors.  Mr. Odom questioned if the bidder made note of that with it being pointed out that is correct.  Mr. Hunt moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Shanahan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Ordinance 458 TF 96.
TRAFFIC – PASSENGER LOADING ZONE ON ATWATER STREET AND NO PARKING ZONES IN THE METHOD COMMUNITY
The agenda presented recommendations for passenger loading zones on Atwater Street as well as no parking zones in the Method community.  The no parking zones are the result of a petition from property owners requesting that the streets have restricted parking for a portion of the day.  Residents state that during certain times of the day vehicles parked on the street create problems for them getting access to their property.  The parking restrictions are part of the neighborhood’s request for restrictions in reference to the expansion of the Islamic Center.  The Islamic Center is in agreement with the proposed restrictions.  It is requested that these items be referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee so that all items related to the Islamic Center Project can be reviewed as a whole prior to the City Council approval. 

Mr. Hunt pointed out this item is on the Report and Recommendation of the Comprehensive Planning Committee and may be the two issues could be discussed in connection with that report.  Mr. Kirkman stated he thought the Council could go ahead and approve these traffic changes and so moved.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Cowell.  Mr. Kirkman pointed out at the time the petition was received the Comprehensive Planning Committee had not made its recommendation but he feels that the Council should move ahead with the changes in the traffic code.  Mr. Odom stated as he understands this will get the parking off of the street and is needed whether the site plans for the Islamic Center is approved.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Shanahan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Ordinance 460.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS PRESENTED

Mayor Meeker pointed out there is only one item on the Planning Commission Consent Agenda, and he had not received a request to withdraw that item from the Planning Commission Consent Agenda.  Mr. Odom moved the Planning Commission’s recommendation on the Planning Commission Consent Agenda be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Shanahan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  The item on the Planning Commission Consent Agenda was as follows.
SP-4-03 – THE DAWSON AT MORGAN – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

This request is to approve a 154,595 square foot building with 52 condominium residential units and 3,905 square feet of retail area.  The building is to be 5 floors with a maximum height of 82’.  Located on the ground floor is the proposed retail, 54 parking spaces in a surface parking area and the remaining 46 spaces as covered parking.  A detached storage building is proposed to the rear of the site for use by the residents and is one story. The site is 1.11 acres for a residential density of 47units to the acre and zoned Business District with Downtown Residential Housing Overlay District.  This site is located in the area designated as a downtown area and requires final approval by the City Council.

CR-10567 from the Planning Commission recommends approval with conditions.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 7 ayes (Shanahan absent). 

Mayor Meeker pointed out there had been a question about moving the electrical power line and questioned if that has been resolved.  City Manager Allen pointed out he has been in communication with the developer.

END OF PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA

REZONING Z-7-03 – SAWMILL ROAD – DENIED

This request is to rezone approximately 4.48 acres, currently zoned Residential-4.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Office and Institution-1 Conditional Use.
CP-2-03  An amendment to the Comprehensive Plan will be necessary if this request is approved to designate low intensity office use at this location within the Creedmoor Road Corridor Plan.

CR-10568 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be denied.  Planning Commission member Brandle was available to answer questions.  Planning Director Chapman pointed out this is a request to rezone properties that had previously been used as a day-care center in a residential area.  The request is to rezone the property to O&I.  The Planning Commission discussed the issue at length and the concerns related mainly to traffic and stormwater.  The Planning Commission recommended 9-1 to deny.  Mr. Kirkman moved upholding the recommendation of the Planning Commission to deny the case.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Shanahan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.
SPECIAL ITEMS

CONDEMNATION – WALNUT CREEK GREENWAY – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Negotiations are ongoing and negotiated settlements may soon be reached in some cases:  However, in order to keep the project timeline on track, it is recommended that a resolution of condemnation be authorized for the following:
Project Name:
Walnut Creek Greenway (Lake Wheeler/Wilmington)

Name:

Marion C. Penny

Location:
0 Penmarc Drive

At the request of Mr. Kirkman it was directed that the item be placed on the May 20 agenda to give Mr. Kirkman an opportunity to speak with the property owner.
During the May 20 Council meeting, Mr. Kirkman reported there had been some positive discussion with the property owner and there is a possibility of incorporating some low impact guidelines into the development of this site.  At the recommendation of Mr. Kirkman, the action of Council was to hold the item for further negotiation and place it on the June 17 Council agenda for further consideration.

Mr. Kirkman stated he met with the property owner yesterday and had reached an agreement in concept.  The property owner would like to sit down with Mr. Prosser and discuss the details.  The property owners are willing to give the land in exchange for some amenities from the City, therefore he would recommend that this item be referred to the City Manager and Mr. Prosser or Administration and he believes that within 30 days a solution can be worked out.  Mr. Odom stated he feels the City should go ahead with the resolution of condemnation.  He does not know what deal Mr. Kirkman has worked up.  He would like to see what the City is giving up.  Mr. Kirkman pointed out he had discussed the issues with staff and he thinks he has come up with a win/win situation that will keep everyone from having to go to court which will save everyone a lot of money.  Mayor Meeker stated by consensus he would refer the item to Administration for report back to Council and he too looks forward to seeing what terms could be worked out.
PAVING ASSESSMENT ROLL 869 – HEATHER DRIVE – RESOLUTION CONFIRMING CHARGES ADOPTED
During the June 3, 2003 Council meeting a public hearing was held to consider confirmation of Paving Assessment Roll 869 – Heather Drive according to charges outlined in Resolution 2003-748 adopted on May 6, 2003.  At the public hearing, the property owner at 808 Barstow Drive had questions concerning calculation of assessments which were answered.  The property owner expressed concerns about the condition of his property as a result of the improvements, particularly damage done by the gas company.  It was agreed to hold the item to get information on the condition of the property.  It would be appropriate to receive a report and consider action on the assessment roll.

City Manager Allen pointed out Administration did an inspection and it looked like there was some damage done by the gas company.  They will make the repairs.  Mr. Odom moved adoption of a resolution confirming the assessment roll as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Shanahan absent).  See Resolution 778.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

TEXT CHANGE – SIGN ORDINANCE – PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZED
On May 6, 2003, the City Council referred to Administration a Petition of Citizens request to amend the Sign Ordinance in regard to the number and type of ground signs permitted within large shopping centers.  Administration has reviewed the request and a report was in the agenda packet.
Recommendation:  Authorize a Tuesday, July 15, 2003 public hearing for a proposed text change to remove the 30-foot minimum building setback requirement for ground signs within shopping centers.
City Manager Allen pointed out Administration had discussed this proposal and felt the applicant’s proposed language is to focused on attempting to remedy the issue of one particular project or property owner.  He stated however Administration would recommend if the Council wants to move forward that the Council consider a text change to remove the 30-foot minimum building setback requirement for ground signs within shopping centers.  He stated this would allow Poyner Place to have three low profile ground signs.  The existing medium profile ground sign would have to be converted to a low profile sign if the developer wishes to have multiple ground signs.  Mr. Odom moved that the text change as submitted by Administration to be scheduled for the public hearing on July 15.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman.  Mr. Odom questioned if this will solve the problem.  City Manager Allen pointed out it does not do what the applicant had requested as Administration felt the text change proposed by him was too specific but this would help to some extent.  Mr. Odom questioned if the applicant could go to the Board of Adjustment and request a change with it being pointed out this is not something that should go to the Board.  Mr. Kirkman pointed out he was in the middle of this negotiation.  He stated he does not want to open the door for abuse but agrees this is the type and quality of the development the City wants and we need to try to find a way to provide incentives.  He stated he understands this shopping center will have a tenant with national profile and while he understands the concerns, he would like to see what we can do to accommodate the type of development we are trying to get done in the area.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Shanahan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.
PUBLIC UTILITIES – SERVICE ACCOUNT INITIATION FEE AND DELINQUENCY FEE – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

Currently the City does not charge a fee to initiate water and/or sewer service.  The City’s cost of initiating service has been determined to be $50, which includes administrative cost and a field trip by a utility service technician.  The proposed $50 fee is to recover costs to the City.

The City currently does not charge a fee to customers who pay their utility service bills late.  A delinquency fee of $5 per incident is proposed as an incentive to customers to promptly pay their utility bill.

Recommendation:  Approve the service account fee ordinance as proposed.  City Manager Allen explained this proposed charge is in the proposed budget but Administration wanted to bring the item forward so that we could gear up and give notice and get started with this charge.  He stated the initiation fee which is common with other entities would bring in some $250,000.  The other part of the proposed fee is a late charge.  City Manager Allen pointed out presently the City does not have any penalties for late payment.  He explained the current procedure pointing out once the bill is sent the property owner has 25 days before the bill is due.  After that time the proposal calls for a $5 late fee.  He stated this will give some incentive to get payments in on time and would generate approximately $100,000.  Mr. West questioned if we have any feeling relative to the delinquency rate with City Manager Allen pointing out we have approximately 20,000 delinquent payers per year.
Mr. Odom explained he plans to support this proposal but questioned if the City will extend the length of time prior to cut-off with City Manager Allen explaining once a customer goes beyond the due date the City will send out a notice adding the fee and the customer will get 20 more days before the service is cut off.  He stated hopefully this will be an incentive for customers to pay more timely.  Mr. Kirkman pointed out the $5 fee really just covers the City’s cost.
Mr. Hunt pointed out many apartment complexes have third party billing for individuals.  He questioned if this would allow the third party billers to pass the fee onto their customers.  Up to now they have not been able to charge a late fee.  City Attorney McCormick explained this proposal deals only with customers of the City’s system.  It does not affect private billers.  He stated however he thought they could pass the charge alone if they so choose.

Mr. West pointed out he recently got a call from someone living in an apartment and the water had been turned off for nonpayment.  This person did not know that the water was in their name, they thought it was paid through their rent.  They had lived there a number of months before the water was cut off.  Discussion took place about the fact that most leases have information as to who is responsible for the utilities.  Mr. West pointed out in this case the person had lived in the apartment for several months, had never got a bill and then the water was cut off.  City Manager Allen pointed out he would be glad to look into the situation if Mr. West could give him specifics.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the proposed ordinance.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Shanahan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Ordinance 461.
BELK’S BUILDING – CLARIFICATION OF PARKING ARRANGEMENT – APPROVED

City Manager Allen pointed out there is one item relating to the transfer of the sale of the Belks building that staff is a little unsure of.  He stated there is a change in the arrangement of the parking.  The change will restrict parking on the street level to allow non-residential parking accessible from Wilmington Street and fill the Fayetteville Street side with retail.  Administration feels it is needed.
Mayor Meeker moved approval of the change in the parking arrangement.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Odom who voted in the negative (Shanahan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE RALEIGH ARTS COMMISSION

OUTDOOR SCULPTURE – ARTS COMMISSION AUTHORIZED TO PURCHASE THREE SCULPTURES

Kathleen Rieder, Chairperson of the Public Arts Committee, pointed out she hopes all have been able to view the current Raleigh Outdoor Sculpture Expo.  She stated in January when the Arts Commission presented the proposal to the City the budget included money to purchase some of the sculptures.  She stated they have $10,000 in the program budget and would like to use an additional $3,500 that would have purchased pieces from the Municipal Building Art Exhibit to purchase three sculptures which are presently on exhibit – Carl Billingsly’s Hedron, Jane Chenoweth’s Basket in Open Spaces and Roger Halligan’s Open Circle.
Mr. Odom questioned if the sculptures will stay in their present location.  Ms Rieder pointed out that has not been decided.  They would have to work with the Parks and Recreation Department. They did not want to be presumptuous in deciding a location until the Council had approved the purchase.  Mr. Kirkman moved approval of the purchase of the three sculptures with the understanding the Arts Commission would come back to the City Council with the exact locations for the permanent placement.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Shanahan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE RALEIGH/DURHAM AIRPORT AUTHORITY

RALEIGH/DURHAM AIRPORT AUTHORITY – GRANT – ACCEPTED

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) issued a grant offer on May 29, 2003 in the amount of $13,156,671 to Raleigh-Durham Airport Authority for General Aviation redevelopment, phase III and airport security fence.  The FAA also requires the City of Raleigh along with the City of Durham, Durham County and Wake County to accept grant offers for airport improvement programs.  The General Aviation redevelopment project consists of demolition of existing hangars and auxiliary general aviation buildings, expansion of the general aviation ramp and various related taxiway pavement improvements.  The airport security fencing project consists of the installation of new security fencing along the airport’s east perimeter.  There is no cost to the City of Raleigh.

City Manager Allen pointed out there is no obligation to the City.  Mr. Hunt moved approval of acceptance of the grant.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Shanahan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE UPPER NEUSE RIVER BASIN ASSOCIATION

UPPER NEUSE WATERSHED MANAGEMENT PLAN – APPROVED IN CONCEPT – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION
Chris Dreps, Upper Neuse River Basin Association (UNRBA), gave a Powerpoint presentation concerning the Upper Neuse River Basin Association’s work.  He pointed out the basin covers some 770 square miles and contains some 32 subwater sheds.  He stated less than one square mile of Raleigh’s jurisdiction is in the Upper Neuse River Basin; however, the City of Raleigh is impacted greatly by this work.  Mr. Dreps’ presentation reviewed the results of the planning, analysis and proposed management strategies for Raleigh.  He gave background of the planning process which started in 1996 by Raleigh and Durham, funding from the State came about in 1999.  The draft plan was completed in the fall of 2001 with local government review taking place in 2002.  In April of 2002, the watershed management plan was accepted by the UNRBA Board.  Mr. Dreps talked about the goal of protecting water quality and aquatic habitat and how each government will implement recommendations.  He went over the key findings and the full implementation of the existing regulations.  He pointed out the existing regulations are barely adequate to meet targets through 2025.  Low build out exceeds targets for most watersheds with high build out exceeding targets for all watersheds except the Falls Lake intake.  He gave information on drinking water quality, chlorophyll levels and other impacts including the fact that existing regulations pose threats to the habitat and recreation areas.  He presented maps showing the impervious cover existing and for the year 2025 under the low and high build out scenarios.  He presented the five watershed management techniques – new development site management, monitoring and enforcement, education/citizenship stewardship, point source controls and stream/wetland restoration.  The new development site management strategy includes shaping where growth occurs, District Urban V Conservation zones, hold existing requirements constant in the urban and suburban zones and increasing requirements in conservation zones to meet targets.  He presented a map showing watershed management zones.  The Upper Neuse Management strategies for Raleigh including enhance peak flow management, Upper Neuse long-term monitoring program, education for low impact development and buffer maintenance, targeted land acquisitions, adopt a stream program, stream and wetland restoration projects as well as stormwater retrofits. He pointed out several of the recommended strategies have already been implemented by Raleigh.  He stated additional considerations would include strategies for balancing benefits and burdens such as encouraging upstream, out of jurisdiction management strategies through fees, etc., partnering with UNRBA on low impact development pilots and research projects and adopting phosphorus performance standards.  
Brief discussion took place on Mr. Dreps report and the number of watersheds that have problems.  It was pointed out Raleigh has taken a leadership role and there are a lot of opportunities for Raleigh to help lead the way.  Mr. West questioned if there is interface between the Upper Neuse River Basin Association and the Lower Neuse River Basin Association.  Mr. Dreps pointed out the Lower Neuse is an organization of dischargers into the Neuse while the Upper Neuse is the planning arm.  He pointed out a lot of the same staff works with both groups.  

Mayor Meeker questioned if the City is being asked to adopt this plan.  City Manager Allen pointed out Ms. Cowell is the City’s representative on the UNRBA and he has talked with her concerning their work.  He stated he feels with the recommendations the City can take a leadership role and what is recommended is that the City Council go on record as being in support of the plan and taking the leadership role.  Ms. Cowell pointed out she feels that many of these recommendations have already been implemented or can be implemented at a low cost.  She stated she feels adoption of the plan will show that the City of Raleigh is committed.  She stated the adoption of the plan is really more symbolic than anything else at this point.  Mr. Odom questioned if the staff would come back with recommendations on how to implement the plan.  He stated he is not sure where we stand as it relates to phosphorus performance standards as that may not be something we would want to adopt.  Mr. Odom moved as a matter of policy that the City Council go on record of supporting the recommendations of the UNRBA and refer the program to Administration for report back with recommendations of implementation.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Cowell.
Mr. Kirkman talked about Falls Lake being the City’s water supply and stated he felt that the Council should tell staff if they err to do it on the side of over protection of our water supply as Raleigh needs to set the bar as high as possible and hope everyone else will come in at that level.  The motion as stated was put to a vote, which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.
REQUEST AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS
CLAIM – MICHAEL YARUR – DENIED
Michael Yarur, 3688 Creek Bend Drive, Wake Forest, North Carolina asked the Council to reconsider a decision made by the outside adjuster to deny claim for damaged done to his vehicle.  He stated the insurance company states that the City is not negligent because the City was unaware of the problem.  He stated he does not believe that is justified because he attempted on several occasions to have the problem corrected by the City and the problem was not corrected until several weeks after his claim was filed.  He explained in December 2002 he struck a water valve cover that was flipped and locked on top of the hole it covers at the intersection of Haymarket and Falls of Neuse Road.  The water valve cover was sticking out in the middle of the road and if struck, it was not going to move without a lot of force.  He stated when his car struck the cover, it sheared the tire and fractioned his tire.  He presented photos of the tire and rim.  He explained the attempts he had made to inform the City of this situation including the City’s insurance personnel, filling out a form, calling 911 and the water and sewer operation to advise them of the problem.  He stated he did this on December 20, and several weeks later, nothing had been done to correct the problem.  The water valve lid was still in the road at the same dangerous spot where he hit it.  He stated it was not until January 6, three weeks after he made his claim that a City official went out, checked the box, and replaced it.  He stated he decided to test the City policy and he made a call regarding another water valve cover that had a similar problem.  He made three different phone calls, several months have gone back, and there has been no effort to repair that.  He stated while the City has a policy, it is not uncommon for it to take several weeks to get a response from the Water and Sewer Operations Division and that causes him problems.
City Attorney McCormick pointed out his office has investigated this claim and concur with the insurance adjuster’s findings.  He stated unless someone can show that the City had actual knowledge and failed to make repairs in a reasonable time the City is not negligent.  City Manager Allen pointed out it is the City’s practice to make these repairs immediately and he could not respond in this particular case.  In response to questioning from Mr. Odom, Mr. Yarur stated he did not have the pictures of the actual valve cover that his car hit.  He does have them but not with him.  Mr. Kirkman told of a situation in which he saw a valve cap open and how the City responded.  Mr. Yarur contends he called the City and was told by City personnel that there was no record that he had called.  How the City’s records are kept, how complaints were recorded and whether the City had a record of Mr. Yarur’s complaint was talked about.  Mr. Odom moved approval of $300 to help settle Mr. Yarur’s claim.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Cowell.  City Attorney McCormick talked about the City Council’s obligation, rules and procedures again stating the Council has no authority to pay if negligence is not proved.  Mr. Yarur pointed out if the City does not keep records it’s hard to prove negligence.
After brief discussion, the motion to pay $300 to resolve the claim was put to a vote, which resulted in Mr. Odom voting in the affirmative and the remainder of the Council voting in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion defeated (Shanahan absent).  No further action was taken.

“BOOTING” – PUBLIC PARKING LOTS – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

Christine Baermann, 501 E. Whitaker Mill Road, gave a detailed account of an experience she had in the McLaurin Parking lot which runs off Logan Street.  She told of parking in the lot where she had parked several times before by paying an attendant or free after 6:00.  She stated when she entered the lot she thought it was odd that there was no longer a gate and there was no one at the pay booth at the far end.  She stated she did not notice the sign at the entrance and after dinner and a concert, she returned to her car and found it booted with a company name and telephone number on a card.  She stated she could not find the name or telephone number in the phone book.  It required cash before 7:00 a.m. to get her car.  She explained in detail what occurred including a storm that came up and problems she had in getting their car back.  She gave suggestions as to what could occur so that people would be aware and not get caught in the situation she was caught in.  She told of her conversations with representatives of McLaurin Parking and her concerns about how the situation was handled.

Mr. Kirkman stated he referred this parking lot to the Public Works Committee and has had some discussions with Mr. McLaurin about the way the lot is managed.  He stated he had been waiting to hear back from Mr. McLaurin.  Mr. McLaurin was at the meeting and in response to questioning from Mayor Meeker pointing out booting is done after a single offense.  He stated there are only a few people who do not see the sign.  Mr. McLaurin stated they had 98½ percent compliance rates with the current policy with Mr. West questioning how that was figured.  After brief discussion with Ms. Baermann explaining what happened in her case, by general consensus it was agreed to refer the item to the Public Works Committee.
PLAYSPACE CHILDREN’S MUSEUM – REQUEST FOR FUNDS – REFERRED TO BUDGET WORK SESSION

Julie Paul, PLAYSPACE Children’s Museum, pointed out that group has been in Raleigh since 1991.  She told of the work pointing out they cater to children six months to seven years old and it is the only place in Raleigh devoted to young children’s learning.  She explained work they have done to keep the admittance price low and explained the features of the museum including café, water table, puppet theater and programming.  She told of the outreach effort and the programming PLAYSPACE has had and the attendance.  She gave facts on the number of scholarships, the visitors number being on par with Exploris, no public support and the amount of the budget that is paid in rent.  She stated they are having difficult times and their fundraising has not met expectations.  Ms. Paul explained their work, mission and accomplishments in detail.  She requested that the City donate $15,000 in sponsored membership to help PLAYSPACE continue its outreach efforts.  This would allow 5000 kids to go through the facility.
Mr. Isley questioned if PLAYSPACE had received funding from the City in the past.  Ms. Paul pointed out in 1997 they received $25,000.  In 1992, they received $9,200.  Without further discussion, it was agreed to refer the item to Budget Work Session for further consideration.

UNFIT BUILDING – 1415 POOLE ROAD – COMMENTS RECEIVED – ITEM TO BE PLACED ON JULY 15 AGENDA

Michele T. Nelson, 4120 Willow Oak Road, representing the W. A. Curtis heirs, pointed out in March they received a notice to make major repairs at 1415 Poole Road.  She stated the house was built between 1903 and 1905.  The heirs of the property want to know if it is a historic property and worthy of renovation.  She pointed out they talked with Historic Planner Dan Becker who stated it might qualify for the National Register. She told of work the heirs are doing with various people to determine the eligibility of the house for the National Register.  She explained a study list application was submitted on May 9, 2003 and it will be considered at the June 12, 2003 meeting.  She stated they are proceeding to get estimates of the cost for repairs but they will not meet the June 30 deadline imposed by the Inspections Department.  She stated if it is determined that the house is to be renovated it could take six months or longer.  She explained they are asking those who are interested to come and do a walk through and then a determination will be made.  In response to questioning from Mr. West, Ms. Nelson pointed out the house has been vacant since December of 1997 however the yard area has been maintained.  Renovating the house will require major structural work to be done.  The house is boarded up.
Mr. Hunt moved that a 30-day extension be granted and the property owners give a status report at that point.  Ms. Nelson pointed out there is a sign on the house relative to demolition and questioned if that could be removed while this investing work is ongoing.  Mr. Spruill pointed out that was a notice placed on the house as notification for all heirs.  There is no problem removing it.  Mr. Odom seconded Mr. Hunt’s motion pointing out when Ms. Nelson comes back to Council he would like information on the cost of repairs and a commitment of the heirs to pay that cost if any extension is sought.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which passed unanimously (Shanahan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.
TOWING RATES – REQUEST FOR INCREASE – REFERRED TO THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

Dave Permar, 327 Hillsborough Street, representing the Raleigh Towing Association pointed out it is time for their contracts to be renewed.  He stated the group is generally satisfied with the terms of the contract however they feel the rates are too low and they feel that they should be more competitively market based.  He asked that the issue be referred to the appropriate committee pointing out he has some information on other rates, etc.  Without discussion the item was referred to the Public Works Committee.

MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

UNFIT BUILDING DEMOLITION – 5720 FOX ROAD – HEARING – APPROVED

This was a hearing to consider the adoption of a resolution confirming charges in the amount of $3,440 for the demolition of the unfit building at 5720 Fox Road, Tax ID #0025325.  The property is in the name of Gwendolyn Hunter and Katie Davis.  The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Odom moved adoption of a resolution confirming charges as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Shanahan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 779.
UNSAFE BUILDING DEMOLITION – 218 ST. MARY’S STREET – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA

This was a hearing to consider the adoption of a resolution confirming charges in the amount of $2,500 with a demolition of the unsafe building at 218 St. Mary’s Street.  The property is in the name of Edico, Inc., and is known as Tax ID #0037947.  City Manager Allen pointed out this item should be withdrawn from the agenda as the charges have been paid.  Without discussion, the item was removed with no action taken.

WATER CONSERVATION – PROPOSED PROGRAM – HEARING – REFERRED TO THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

This was a hearing to receive public comment regarding possible adoption of a Voluntary Water Conservation Resolution and Stage One Mandatory Water Conservation Ordinance.  The Mayor opened the hearing to the public.
Dick Carlton, representing the Green Industry Council, indicated this has been a real touch issue.  He talked about what had occurred in other cities with mandated water conservation efforts, jobs that are lost and unintended economic consequences caused by adoption of mandatory water conservation ordinances.  He called on the Council to slow the process down pointing out there is no hurry at this point, we have had plenty of rain so there is no need for the ordinance to be adopted immediately.  He pointed out the Green Industry Council has a lot of expertise and they are willing to share that expertise with the City.  He called on the Council to include some of the folks in their decision making process.
Doug Chapman, Wholesaler; David Williams, Irrigation Contractor; Joe Stoffregen, Homewood Nursery and Garden Center; Curt Lynn, Bland Landscaping; Sam Lang, 1344 Brooks Avenue, Fairway Nursery; Deborah Harvey, High Park Landscape; and Susan Little, Little & Little Architects, made presentations relative to their concerns about a proposed mandatory water conservation ordinance.  They explained the importance of gardening, landscaping to the area and the economy as well as their work in the past on best management practices as it relates to water conservation and use.  They talked about the number of jobs, occupations and the importance of the industry and economic impact on all involved.  They offered their energy and expertise to help develop a water conservation plan and the feeling that their industry has been left out of this process.  They asked the Council to reconsider the proposal to adopt a mandatory water conservation ordinance at this point and give them an opportunity to work with the Task Force to come up with better alternatives.  It was pointed out by Ms. Harvey the sole representative from the Green Industry on the Task Force, that she does not feel the ordinance would be necessary if we developed a policy based on a comprehensive water resource management assessment and gave examples of what should be included in such an assessment.
The group spoke to the professionalism of the various areas represented by their organization.  They again offered their expertise and experience in helping develop a plan.

The hearing was closed.

Various Council members expressed appreciation for all of those who participated in the hearing.  Mayor Meeker pointed out one of the speakers indicated we have plenty of water at this time but what we need to develop a water conservation and best management practices and educate our citizens as to how not to waste water.  He suggested referring this item back to the Public Works Committee to look at the issues before proceeding.  Various Council members spoke to the impact of mandatory ordinances on the industry as well as the vast wealth of knowledge we have that could be assembled to address this issue.  Mr. Isley stated it would be helpful if the Green Industry could come up with a counter proposal.  He stated he is not talking about doing that in the next week but may be over the next month or two.  He suggested that the item be referred to the Public Works Committee and let the group who spoke come back and provide input or with a proposal.  Mr. Isley stated it is a difficult issue and an issue that is hard to get one’s arms around.  Mr. Odom suggested that any proposal that the Public Works Committee or the public comes up with to include information on the economic impact of implementing such a proposal.  The work of the Task Force and the next steps of the Task Force was talked about, after which, by general consensus, the item was referred to the Public Works Committee.
TRAFFIC – REQUEST FOR CROSSWALK LIGHT CONTROL BOX – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Victor Byrd had asked the Council to look at the installation of a crosswalk light control box at the intersection of Heath Ridge and North Hills Drive just off Lynn Road.  Mr. Byrd stated he called the City in January asking that the press button for the handicap be installed at that location but nothing has occurred as yet.  City Manager Allen pointed out that intersection is a State control system and Administration would be glad to contact the State.  Without objection, it was agreed to refer the item to Administration to work with the State on the request.
STREET IMPROVEMENTS – FORSYTH STREET – HEARING – RESOLUTION DIRECTING PROJECT ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider expanding the existing Forsyth Street project between Alamance Drive and Allegheny Drive from the existing curb and gutter south of Forsyth Street and east of Granville Drive approximately 96 feet along property frontage at 3348 Granville Drive with assessments to apply.  The Mayor opened the hearing, no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Kirkman moved adoption of an ordinance directing the street improvements as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Shanahan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 780.
ANNEXATION – VARIOUS PETITIONS – HEARING – ORDINANCE AND RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the following petitions for annexation pursuant to advertisement and notification as required by law.  If following the hearings the Council wishes to proceed with the annexations it would be appropriate to adopt ordinances annexing the properties effective June 30, 2003 and a resolution placing the properties in the appropriate electoral districts.

LOCATION
ELECTORAL DISTRICT

Triangle Towne Commons
B

Village Green
D

2730 Rowland Road/Rowland Business Park Phase 3
B

6894 Litchford Road/Raleigh Vineyard Christian Fellowship
B

1324 Eva Mae Drive/Heritage Manor Subdivision
C

Weslyn Subdivision
B

Ryder Truck Rentals/3709 Conquest Drive
C

The Mayor opened the hearing on each case, no one asked to be heard on any of the proposals, thus the hearings were closed.  Mr. Odom moved adoption of ordinances annexing the properties effective June 30, 2003 and adoption of a resolution placing the properties in the appropriate electoral districts.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Shanahan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Ordinances 462, 463, 464, 465, 466, 467, 468 and Resolution 781.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

SOUTHEAST RALEIGH ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT – RALEIGH BUSINESS AND TECHNOLOGY CENTER/VIRTUAL BUSINESS INCUBATOR PACESETTERS PROGRAM – REPORT RECEIVED; ITEM RETAINED IN COMMITTEE

Mr. Odom moved approval of the following report from the Budget and Economic Development Committee.
The Committee received a report on the progress of the Virtual Business Incubator Pacesetters Program and was pleased with the progress.  It was agreed that another progress report on this program would be provided to the Council in January 2004.
His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a vote, which passed unanimously (Shanahan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.
JOINT VENTURE RENTAL PROPOSAL – SHADES PROPERTY – DENIED

Mr. Odom moved approval of the Budget and Economic Development Committee’s recommendation that the request of Shades Property to fund the $625,000 joint venture rental proposal for the construction of 14 single family houses on Poole Road be denied.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a vote, which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Shanahan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

FAYETTEVILLE STREET MALL – REFERRED TO BUDGET WORK SESSION

Mr. Odom moved that the Budget and Economic Development Committee’s recommendation that the Fayetteville Street Mall item be reported out of committee and referred to Budget Work Session for discussion to be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a vote, which passed unanimously (Shanahan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

PARKLAND ACQUISITION – WATKINS’ TOWN ROAD – APPROVED

Mr. West reported that the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends that the Council approve the purchased of a 37.63 acre parcel located at Watkins and Watkins Town Roads owned by Johnny Watson Builders for $956,400 for a neighborhood park in the Watkins Road area.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. West moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Shanahan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

SP-36-03 – LOT PROPERTIES – RETAINED IN COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

Chairperson Hunt reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee was prepared to make a recommendation for denial.  He stated however, the petitioner would like to change some of the conditions therefore, by general consensus he would suggest leaving the item in Committee.  He pointed out the concerns related to the size of the building.  Without objection, SP-36-03 was held in the Comprehensive Planning Committee.

SIGNAGE – MAJOR FACILITY – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA WITH DIRECTION TO ADMINISTRATION

Chairperson Hunt reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends that this item be removed from the agenda with no action taken as it is felt no text change is appropriate at this time.  The sign being proposed will go through the NCDOT approval process; however, the Committee recommends that City Council have input on the final appearance and text with the understanding the Planning Director would inform NCDOT of this desire and coordinate the provision of this information to the Council.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Hunt moved the recommendation be upheld.
Mr. Hunt stated this item has to do mainly with the signage at the RBC Center.  Gale Holdings wants to erect a sign relating to traffic control and advertising upcoming events.  He stated everyone understands that the City would like to see a rendering and would like to provide input on appearance but understands the final approval is within NCDOT.  Mayor Meeker stated he thought that the City should regulate whatever signs are within our jurisdiction with it being pointed out by the Committee that this is a decision that should be made by NCDOT as the sign will be in their right-of-way.  Mayor Meeker stated he understands it is a directional sign not an advertising sign with it being pointed out that is correct.  Without objection or further discussion, it was agreed by general consensus, the recommendation of the Committee would be upheld (Shanahan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

WAKE COUNTY GROWTH MANAGEMENT STRATEGY – RESPONSE DEVELOPED

Included in the agenda packet was a report outlining the City’s response to the Wake County Growth Management Strategy.  The Committee recommends approval of the response for submission to the County’s Growth Management task force.  The Committee also recommends that the six points identified in the cover memo be reported as items of specific concern to the City.

Mr. Hunt stated under this recommendation the staff would advise the County that we are interested and will take up the issues at the appropriate time.  Mayor Meeker questioned if the conservation subdivision ordinance is one of the issues.  Mr. Hunt pointed out this is a very general report.  Planning Director Chapman pointed out the conservation subdivision ordinance is under examination by the Planning Commission.  Mr. Hunt moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Shanahan absent).
SP-37-01 – ISLAMIC CENTER EXPANSION – APPROVED; NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION
Chairperson Hunt reported by split vote the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends upholding the Planning Commission’s recommendation for approval of the site plan as outlined in CR-10505 with the notation that the Islamic Center has concluded an agreement with NCSU for the addition of the 67 NCSU parking spaces in the King Village; secured 32 parking spaces at nearby business properties; and, promises to utilize the Blue Ridge park and ride lot.  Further, it is recommended that the Council support the neighborhood residents’ petitions for no parking in certain areas in their neighborhood as submitted following the Council’s standard procedures (traffic changes approved earlier in the meeting).  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Hunt moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Cowell.  Ms. Cowell pointed out the City has a set of standards and this plan meets all of the standards and actually goes beyond the requirements as it relates to parking.  She stated we have to have the same standards for all religious institutions and that is what has occurred here so she strongly supports the motion.

Mr. Kirkman explained he has problems with this recommendation and the way the ordinances are written.  He explained when this proposal first came up, it was a positive thing for the community of Method, another school going into the area; however, it is not just the school, it is a school that also uses part of its facilities as a worship center.  He pointed out our ordinances allow schools and churches in any area usually we are dealing with separate entities and religions that meet on Sunday.  In this particular situation the religious facility is used on Friday.  It is in an area in close proximity to NCSU which is very busy during the weekdays.  Method Road is heavily traveled.  He talked about how worship facilities that meet on Sunday and cars are many times allowed to park in no parking areas but here we are talking about Friday.  He stated this proposal will have a negative impact on the historic neighborhood of Method.  He stated he intends to vote against the site plan because of the negative impact on the neighborhood.  He stated he does not want to err one way or another and he is concerned that he would be voting against expansion of a religious facility but he has to represent the people who were born and grew up in the area.

Mr. West stated it is a difficult decision for him.  He stated as it seems that there are other historical communities in our town that have declined as a result of the City not acting in time.  He stated we have worked hard to restore some of our communities and make them work.  He stated approval of this plan does concern him in terms of potential un-intentional consequences.  He talked about the need to protect the neighborhood.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Kirkman and Mr. West who voted in the negative (Shanahan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

Mr. Kirkman pointed out he recently attended a meeting of the Method Civic League and there was discussion about a neighborhood plan for the area.  Mr. Kirkman stated he feels we should move forward and put the Method Community on the list for preparation of a neighborhood plan and overlay.  Without objection, it was agreed to ask Administration to look at that possibility.
Mr. Isley pointed out if the issue of concern here is the way the ordinance reads, maybe we should change our ordinance.  He pointed out the Council is bound by its ordinances but if one needs amending he feels we should move forward on change.  Mayor Meeker suggested holding action on changing the ordinance and think about it for a while.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

TAXI REGULATIONS – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA

Mr. Isley reported the Law and Public Safety Committee discussed taxi regulations and the City Council had established some taxi zones at various locations, therefore it is recommended that this item be removed from the Law and Public Safety Committee agenda with no further action and so moved.  Without objection, the item was removed from the agenda with no further action.

LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Isley pointed out during the last Law and Public safety Committee meeting, the Committee took a field trip out to the Police Training Center to view the use of stop sticks, have an opportunity to ride in a police cruiser and participate in the traffic simulator.  They also had an opportunity to view and participate in the computer generated firing range system.  He stated it was a very worthwhile trip as all got a chance to participate and see some of the things police officers go through.  He encouraged all council members to go out and see the demonstrations and see how well trained our police officers are.  Mr. West agreed and talked about the field trip and his appreciation of police officers as a result of the trip.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

PU-2003-05 – WILLOW BEND DRIVE – DROPPED; PU-2003-07 – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

The Public Works Committee recommends that the Willow Bend sewer installation project be expanded to include the northern portion of Sandy Chase Subdivision along Whispering Branch, Hidden Branches Drive, Willow Bend and Dunwood Court rights-of-way.  (Map included in agenda packet)  This action would require Council to deny the current proposal (PU2003-5) and adopt a resolution of intent scheduling a public hearing for a new project. (PU 2003-7).  City Manager Allen pointed out the assessment would be on a per lot and acreage basis.  Mr. Odom moved the Committee’s recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Shanahan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 783.

SOUTHALL ROAD – FEE IN LIEU – REPORT RECEIVED

The Public Works Committee is continuing to work with Stephen Eastman, City staff, the Department of Transportation and NCDENR Division of Water Quality to come up with a feasible alignment of Southall Road with the least environmental impact and still allow the Eastman property to have development potential.  A report should be available by the end of July.  Mr. Odom moved the report be received.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and put to a vote, which passed unanimously (Shanahan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

TRAFFIC – NCDOT-HOV – CONGESTION MANAGEMENT – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA
The Public Works Committee recommends the item NCDOT-HOV/Congestion Management be reported out of committee with no action taken.  Mr. Odom moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

PERSONNEL – HARDY WATKINS AND PEARL WILSON-SMITH – COMMENDED

Mr. West told of a recent incident in which Community Services Director Watkins and Pearl Wilson-Smith worked with an elderly couple to resolve some issues they had.  He stated it turned out to be a win/win situation and commended the City personnel involved.

NLC STEERING COMMITTEE – RALEIGH MEETING – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Kirkman stated he was happy to host the NLC Steering Committee at a recent meeting in Raleigh.  He told of the work of the group.  He pointed out while they were here he had an opportunity to let the group visit the Pope House and the BTI Center.  The group gave accolades to both.  He expressed appreciation to the staff at the Sheraton Downtown pointing out everyone was absolutely delighted with the facilities.  He told of a tour of the downtown area and what was happening with the old Belks building and Progress Energy.  He expressed appreciation to Mara Smith of the BTI staff for all of her help in making the visit and meeting enjoyable.  The comments were received.

DOROTHEA DIX – POSSIBLE MOVEMENT – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Kirkman stated he was appalled and annoyed when the State voted to move Dorothea Dix to Butner.  He stated he does not believe that vote was based on good medical help and welfare but was a political decision.  He stated he understands Butner needs the job but the patients and their families should not be penalized as they are the ones that will have to pay.  He stated he understands a lot of the jobs that will be created at Butner will be people who live in Virginia.  He stated the whole process bothers him.  He feels they see that if Dorothea Dix is moved from its Raleigh location the State will have a valuable piece of property that they can sell and use the money elsewhere.  He expressed disappointed in that decision.
CABLEVISION – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Kirkman pointed out he understands Durham County had a rate increase proposal from Timewarner but it was rejected.  He stated he understands we have some of the highest cable rates in the Country and he feels that the residents of Raleigh are subsidizing in other places by having to pay such high bills.  He stated he hopes when they come to the City with another rate increase that the City checks carefully to see that it is justified because he feels that Raleigh residents are way passed what they should be paying and the bills just get higher and higher.  Brief discussion took place as to when the cable franchise will be re-negotiated.  No action was taken.
E.M. JOHNSON WATER TREATMENT PLANT – AUDIT – INFORMATION RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker pointed out recently there was discussion about doing an audit at the water treatment plant similar to what was done at the wastewater treatment plant.  He questioned the status of that possibility.  City Manager Allen pointed out the cost is built in the proposed budget.  He stated he feels it will be a good exercise to undertake.
SOUTH PARK HISTORIC PLAN – INFORMATION REQUESTED

Mr. West questioned if the $15,000 needed for developing the Southpark historic neighborhood plan is in the budget.  He questioned where we are on that process.  He stated he talked to some people in the Planning Department who indicated there might be other options through various intercity programs.  He stated the need for a plan is still there and he is not sure a study is the right solution and he would like to have some information on other options.  Ms. Cowell suggested that it be coordinated with the Historic Districts Commission.  The item was referred to Administration.
PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY – COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Ms. Cowell encouraged the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board to take charge and the lead in the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Comprehensive Plan update.  She asked that everyone be sure it is coordinated between the Planning Department and the Parks Department.  She feels the two departments need to get together and work on the issue pointing out she understands a lot of feedback has come in.

TRAFFIC – COLEMAN AND MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. BOULEVARD – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Ms. Cowell pointed out she recently attended a meeting in Southeast Raleigh and there was an expression about the possible need for a stop sign to be installed at the intersection of Coleman and Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard.  She asked Administration to look into the situation.

PROPERTY LINE DISPUTE – 546 EAST JONES STREET – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Ms. Cowell asked Administration to contact Lucy Rochelle concerning a property line dispute at 546 East Jones Street.

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES – CABARRUS AND BLOODWORTH STREETS – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Ms. Cowell pointed out she had received complaints concerning the possibility of alcohol sales at the business located at the intersection of Cabarrus and Bloodworth Streets.  She asked Administration to look into the situation.

TRAFFIC – PARKING AROUND OUR LADY OF LOURDES – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Mr. Isley asked Administration to look into a problem situation on Kittrell Drive relating to parking around Our Lady of Lourdes.  Mayor Meeker pointed out this issue has come up a number of times and DOT has been looking at the situation and will make any recommendations they feel are needed.

TIMBERING – REFERRED TO THE CITY ATTORNEY

Mr. Isley pointed out there is a 35-acre estate near the intersection of Leesville and Norwood Road.  The heirs plan to keep the property but would like to harvest the timber and replant it.  He stated he understands the City ordinances will not allow that.  Brief discussion took place on the issue afterwhich the City Attorney asked Mr. Isley to have the property owner contact him.

APPOINTMENTS

APPOINTMENTS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

The City Clerk read the following results of the ballot vote.

Board of Adjustment – Alternate Member – Yolanda Jordan – 6 (Hunt, Isley, Cowell, West, Meeker, Kirkman); Lee J. Van DeCarr, Jr. – 1 (Odom)

Downtown Housing Improvement Corporation – One Vacancy – Mr. Hunt nominated Jim Quinn.
Historic Districts Commission – One Vacancy – John W. Henshaw – 6 (Hunt, Isley, West, Meeker, Kirkman, Odom).

Housing Appeals Board – Four Vacancies – No Nominees

Substance Abuse Advisory Commission – One Vacancy – Terry Schmitt – 7 (All but Shanahan who was absent)

Raleigh Transit Authority – One Vacancy – Regular Member – Greg E. McDougal – 7 (All but Shanahan who was absent)

The Mayor announced the appointment of Yolanda Jordan to the Board of Adjustment, John W. Henshaw to the Historic Districts Commission, Terry Schmitt to Substance Abuse Advisory Commission and Greg E. McDougal to the Raleigh Transit Authority as a regular member.

The City Clerk indicated with the appointment of Mr. McDougal as a regular member on the Raleigh Transit Authority there would be one vacancy for alternate member.  Ms. Cowell and Mr. Kirkman nominated Tim Fletcher.

The City Clerk questioned if the Council would like to take action on naming a permanent chairperson for the Transit Authority.  Discussion took place concerning whether Mr. Summerlin who was appointed as interim chairperson at the last meeting would consider the chairmanship on a permanent basis.  It was agreed to hold appointment of a permanent chair of the Transit Authority until the next meeting.

NOMINATIONS

APPEARANCE COMMISSION – NOMINATIONS MADE

The term of David Lazzo is expiring in August.  He is eligible for reappointment and would like to be considered for reappointment.  Council members received an attendance record in their agenda packet.  Mayor Meeker questioned if Mr. Lazzo really wants to be reappointed as his attendance record has not been good.  The City Clerk indicated she had spoken with Mr. Lazzo and stated he had his conflict resolved and hopefully his attendance record would be better and he would like to be considered for reappointment.  Mayor Meeker nominated Mr. Lazzo.

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

A letter of resignation has been received from Juanita Brinkley.  Ms. Brinkley is moving out of the City.  Past practice has been to elevate the senior alternate member to regular status and appoint a new alternate member.  Kenneth C. Haywood is the senior alternate member.  Mr. Isley moved that the City Council suspend its rules and appoint Kenneth C. Haywood, senior alternate member to regular status on the Board of Adjustment and that Lee J. Van DeCarr, Jr. be appointed as an alternate member to replace Mr. Haywood.  His motion was seconded by May Meeker and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative accept Mr. Shanahan who was absent.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.
FAIR HOUSING HEARING BOARD – NOMINATION MADE

The term of Ann Weathersbee is expiring.  She is not eligible for reappointment.  Mayor Meeker and Mr. West nominated David West.  The item will be carried over until the next meeting.

PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD – NOMINATION MADE

The term of Peter Benda is expiring.  He is eligible for reappointment and has an excellent attendance record.  Mayor Meeker and Mr. Kirkman nominated Mr. Benda for reappointment. The item will be carried over until the next meeting.

RALEIGH TRANSIT AUTHORITY – NOMINATIONS MADE

The term of Sylvester Davis is expiring.  He is eligible for reappointment and has an excellent attendance record.  Mr. Kirkman nominated Mr. Davis for reappointment pointing out he has not missed any meetings and is an excellent participant.  The item will be carried over until the next meeting.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

HANSON QUARRY – INFORMATION 

City Attorney McCormick indicated the Court has granted a motion to dismiss and is remanding the Hanson Quarry lawsuit back to the Board of Adjustment.  The comments were received.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK

MINUTES – VARIOUS – APPROVED AS PRESENTED

Council members received in their agenda packet copies of the Minutes of the June 2, 3 and 4 Council meetings.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the minutes as presented.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Cowell and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Shanahan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

RECESS

Mayor Meeker stated the Council would take a recess at 4:05 p.m. and reconvene at 4:20 p.m. for budget deliberations.

BUDGET DELIBERATIONS

BUDGET DELIBERATIONS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

The Council reconvened in the City Council Chamber at 4:15 for discussion of the proposed 2003-2004 budget.  All Council members were present except Mr. Shanahan.  City Manager Allen explained the following budget notes.

Budget Note #20 – Greater Raleigh Convention and Visitors Bureau Budget 03/04.  Ms. Cowell pointed out the Chamber of Commerce is going to change the way they present their information and she would like to see the Greater Raleigh Convention and Visitors Bureau move to a format which makes it a little easier to see the impact of their work, that is, include the numbers, etc.  Mr. Odom agreed pointing out the numbers are down.  He stated may be the Council would want to hold the item out and let them come in and explain their proposal.  He stated it would be good to have information on the activities they plan to do and what they hope to achieve through those activities as well as their past work, that is, give the Council some kind of spreadsheet.  Brief discussion took place and it was agreed to move ahead with the budget but request the Greater Raleigh Convention and Visitors Bureau to come in the first meeting in July to provide information.  Ms. Cowell pointed out may be the Greater Raleigh Convention and Visitors Bureau could work with the Chamber of Commerce as it relates to the change in format for presenting their budgets.
Budget Note #21 – Police and Fire Professional Organizations.  City Manager Allen pointed out the Council had requested an estimate of the cost associated with the two independent professional police organizations and one professional firefighters organization to provide a dues check off or voluntarily withholding of their membership dues from City employees paychecks.  Mr. Allen stated it is estimated the cost would be approximately $6,300 for an initial setup and approximately $3,000 annually for ongoing maintenance.  City Manager Allen stated he does not see any benefit to the City and he would not recommend approval of this practice.  Mr. Kirkman questioned if the setup fee is basically new software pointing out it seems like a lot of money to setup the procedure.  Whether this procedure would require a change in our software and/or additional administrative work was talked about.  In response to questioning, City Manager Allen pointed out these are not City employee organizations.  They are private groups and separate groups.  The request, the need for employees to participate in professional organizations, and direct benefits to the City were talked about.  Mayor Meeker pointed out this issue has been around a long time.  He talked about the training and expectations and it seems that we should treat these organizations as professional organizations.  The amount that it will cost seems to be a small thing that we could do for the City employees.  It is up to the employees as to whether they want to join or not.  Ms. Cowell moved approval of the dues check off for the professional police and fire organization membership dues.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. West.
Mr. Odom stated professional organizations could go out and recruit their own members, it is a way to stay in touch with the membership and he feels it gives more creditability.  He pointed out he hates bank drafts and he feels we will be setting a precedent here and other groups will come in and ask for the same thing.  Mr. Kirkman asked about opening this up to any professional organization as other employees may want to take advantage of this type situation.  He stated he feels it is something that should be available for all.  His motion as stated was put to a vote, which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Isley, Mr. Hunt and Mr. Odom (Shanahan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  Mayor Meeker pointed out Mr. Shanahan would not have voted for this so his vote would not change the outcome.  He stated however if Mr. Shanahan objects to the vote being taken when he was not present, he could bring it up and it could be discussed at a later date.
Budget Note #22 – Employee Health Care Co-pay/Participation Rates.  Mayor Meeker questioned if the City changes the deducible what the budget impact be per $50 change would be, such as what would the budget impact be if the deductible were changed to $150 per person with a maximum family deduction of three times that.  The desire of the Council to not penalize employees and the new tier of employee\spouse that is being proposed was talked about.  Mr. West questioned why there is a difference in the deductibles at this point.  He pointed out that the HMO has no deductible and questioned if that was a way to try to encourage employees to go into that plan.  Mayor Meeker asked that the Council be provided information on the budget impact if both plans had the same deductible such as $150 or $200.
Budget Note #23 – State Government Events at RCCC.  Mayor Meeker questioned if there is any reason that we seem to be loosing State government events at the Convention Center and that was discussed briefly.  In response to questioning, Convention Center Director Krupa pointed out they included all events that were associated with the State such as teacher affiliated groups, etc.

Budget Note #25 – Cost to Move Pay-range Adjustment to July 1.  Mayor Meeker pointed out if we went to January it would be revenue neutral.  He stated from the figures, it looks like each month brought forward or back would be about $200,000.
Budget Note #26 – Budget Adjustments to Sales Tax Revenue.  City Manager Allen explained the proposal.  Mayor Meeker commended Administration pointing out the proposal put forth makes sense to him.  Mr. Odom expressed concern pointing out traffic congestion is one of our major concerns and he feels we should move ahead with any traffic mitigation solutions we have, therefore it concerns him to remove any funds from the traffic signal system upgrade capital account.  Mayor Meeker stated he understands and agrees but we do not see any State matching funds available so he does not see a big problem in removing some of the City funds at this point.  A possibility of getting some federal funds earmarked and the unlikelihood of any state funding coming down for this purpose was talked about.  City Manager Allen pointed out the City did explore the possibility of federal earmarked funds but we have been advised it is too late to get anything earmarked in the upcoming budget.  He stated we could take half of the funds and it would leave $1.5 million in the account.  Mr. Hunt stated he feel we need to hold the funds and set them aside.  No action was taken.
Budget Note #27 – Customer Cost for Municipal Services Chart.  City Manager Allen pointed out this is a cost comparison of municipalities within Wake County as well as the larger municipalities in the State.  City Manager Allen pointed out the chart includes what is projected in the upcoming budget for the various cities.  Mayor Meeker stated it is remarkable.  Raleigh is still at the lowest total.

Mayor Meeker presented the following miscellaneous items.  The possibility of the stormwater fee to be effective July 1, 2004 with repayment approach.  Mr. Hunt questioned if we delay the stormwater until July 1, 2004 and repay or advance from general fund if that would drop us below the 14% benchmark with City Manager Allen pointing out it would for a short time.  How much and how long we would be below the 14% was discussed briefly.  No action was taken.
Mayor Meeker pointed out other items that have come forth include Fayetteville Street funding to be discussed with the County Commissioners, capital funding of Women’s Healing Place to be referred to the Budget & Economic Development Committee and vote on professional dues deduction and accepting the alternate chamber-marketing plan.  Whether to vote on the issues today was discussed briefly.  Mr. Hunt stated he would like to defer a vote on the stormwater fee until a later time.  The Council agreed they would like to get with the County and discuss the Fayetteville Street funding pointing out if the City budgeted the funding it would be no incentive to get the County to participate.  Mayor Meeker moved that City officials talk with the County officials concerning the Fayetteville Street funding.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Cowell and put to a vote, which passed unanimously.  Mr. Kirkman question if we are talking about using the interlocal funding verses the proposal that was put on the table by the City Manager.  Whether the interlocal funding money could be utilized was discussed.  City Attorney McCormick talked about the enabling legislation which allows the funds to be used for specific tourist and visitor related programs and activities.  He stated it basically boils down to what the City and the County can agree upon.

The next item related to the capital funding of the Women’s Healing Place with Mayor Meeker moving that the item be referred to Budget & Economic Development Committee for discussion.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Cowell and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Shanahan absent).
Mayor Meeker indicated his next item related to vote on professional dues deduction and that has already been acted upon.

Mr. Odom moved that the Council accept the alternate chamber-marketing plan.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Shanahan absent).

Mr. Kirkman presented information on the Shepard Center request for funds.  He stated it is a one-time request which enables them to quality for matching funds.  It was agreed that would be discussed at the next meeting.

Adjournment.  There being no further business, Mayor Meeker announced the meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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