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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session on Tuesday, July 1, 2003 at 1:00 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 West Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present:



Mayor Meeker, Presiding



Mr. Kirkman



Mr. Odom



Ms. Cowell



Mr. Hunt



Mr. Isley



Mr. Shanahan



Mr. West

Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Rev. Ruby J. Jenkins, Corinth United Church of Christ.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Alex Kindall, Cub Scout Pack 253, after which the following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS
NORTH CAROLINA EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION – OATH OF OFFICE ADMINISTERED TO CHIEF BRYANT WOODALL
Mayor Meeker recognize Chief Bryant Woodall of the City of Raleigh Fire Department who has been appointed by the Governor to the North Carolina Emergency Response Commission.  Mayor Meeker administered the Oath of Office to Chief Woodall and commended him for his appointment.  Chief Woodall explained the work of the North Carolina Emergency Response Commission.

DON’T TRASH RALEIGH – PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT AND PLAQUES PRESENTED
Mayor Meeker recognized Lois Nixon of Wake County Keep America Beautiful along with Victor and Victoria Jones, Michael Hill and Emily Gardenhire.  Ms. Gardenhire pointed out she, Michael, Victor and Victoria did a short commercial encouraging people not to trash Raleigh.  Lois Nixon pointed out the public service announcement will be shown in various venues.  Mayor Meeker presented each with a plaque of appreciation.

TREES – ART WORK - PRESENTED
Mayor Meeker introduced Ray Sowell pointing out following the December ice storm Mr. Sowell collected wood from Raleigh’s fallen trees and turned them into wood bowls and vessels.  The work will be on display at the municipal building from July 8 through August.  Mr. Sowell pointing out with the permission of City officials, following the December ice storm, he was able to collect some fallen trees and turn them into bowls and other objects.  He pointed out they will be doing an art exhibit from things they made out of the wood collected.  He presented the Mayor with a gavel made out of a piece of fallen tree he collected from Pullen Park.  He stated the exhibit will include a new item each day and the official opening of the exhibit would be in August.  Mayor Meeker accepted the gavel and expressed appreciation.

LATIN AMERICA FESTIVAL – FIESTA DE EL PUEBLO – INFORMATION RECEIVED
Mary Lindsey and Edna Campos were at the meeting to explain the festival De El Pueblo.  They expressed appreciation to the City of Raleigh for being their partner in this event.  They explained the event which will include various activities, public safety, youth, civic, health, education and housing affairs.  They explained the event started 10 years ago in Chapel Hill and they expected 300 people and approximately 3,000 showed up.  They anticipate having over 50,000 attend the event this year.  Ms. Lind stated they have been listed as number 5 in the can’t-miss festivals for this year.  They pointed out they could not do it without the help and support of the City and expressed appreciation for everyone’s support.

CERTIFICATE OF APPOINTMENT – PRESENTATIONS MADE
Mayor Meeker explained the Certificate of Appointment presentation and presented a certificate to Seth Lester who was recently appointed to the Human Resources and Human Relations Advisory Commission.  Mr. Kirkman pointed out Mr. Lester is an officer in the student government group at NCSU.

MAYOR COMMENTS – RECEIVED; CONVENTION CENTER PROPOSAL - TO BE PLACED ON JULY 15 AGENDA AS A SPECIAL ITEM
Mayor Meeker commended the City Manager and city staff pointing out we ended last year approximately $800,000 in carryover funds.  He stated that is quite an accomplishment given the economic conditions we are in.  It speaks well of the City organization and the City Manager had recommended spreading that out over the next couple of years.  He stated it is quite an accomplishment and commended the staff for a job well done.

Mayor Meeker pointed out last night the City Council met jointly with the County Commissioners to further review the Convention Center Steering Committee’s report.  He stated it is apparent that we are going to have a hard time scheduling another joint meeting in the next couple of weeks; therefore he would suggest that the clerk be directed to place the convention center item on the next agenda as a special item and the City Council could consider it at that point and if approved the County could consider it at their July 21 meeting.  It was agreed to follow that course of action. 

CONSENT AGENDA
CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED
Mayor Meeker presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and maybe enacted by one motion.  If a Councilor request discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  The vote on the Consent Agenda will be a roll call vote.  Mayor Meeker stated he had received a request from Mr. West to withdraw the item Certification of Consistency – HOPWA.  Mayor Meeker stated the City Manager would like to add an item to the Consent Agenda.  City Manager Allen pointed out he had received a request from Bruce Lightner to close the east lane of the 1900 block of Old Garner Road on Wednesday July 9 from 8:30 to 9:00 p.m. in order to hold a memorial service for Pat White.  He pointed out this has been reviewed by DOT and there are no objections; therefore, he would recommend that this be included in the Consent Agenda.  Mayor Meeker stated without objection the item would be included and Mr. West’s item would be withdrawn from the Consent Agenda.  Mr. Odom moved approval of Administration recommendation on the remaining items on the Consent Agenda and approval of the lane closing as outlined by the City Manager.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  The items on the Consent Agenda were as follow.

CERTIFICATION OF CONSISTENCY – WAKE COUNTY HUMAN SERVICES – CITY MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO SIGN
The Continuum of Care group and the community at large hope to end homelessness within ten years by gathering and analyzing data on individuals and families who use homeless service systems. The data will provide the dimensions of the problem of homelessness in Wake County, as well as the outcomes of particular programs serving this population. Policymakers, agency directors, homeless program consumers, and advocates will be able to use this information for service and systems planning and advocacy.  Wake County Human Services is applying for $80,000 from HUD for a Homeless Management Information System, as required by Congressional mandate. These funds will be used to contract with a program manager to purchase software and implement the data system. The application under the Super Notice of Funding Availability (SuperNOFA) is due to HUD by July 15th.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to sign a certification of consistency for Wake County Human Services.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.
CERTIFICATIONS OF CONSISTENCY - COMMUNITY ALTERNATIVES FOR SUPPORTIVE ABODES AND PASSAGE HOME – MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO SIGN
All applications to HUD for funding under the Super Notice of Funding Availability (SuperNOFA) must submit a certification of consistency that is consistent with the goals of the City’s Consolidated Plan at the time of the grant submittal.  These grants are for permanent housing to serve special populations such as the homeless and disabled which are first priority housing needs.

Agencies applying under HUD’s SuperNOFA grants for these funds include CASA and Passage Home.  CASA’s project proposes the construction of ten two-bedroom apartments to provide permanent housing for homeless families.  Prospective sites are 5000 Valley Stream Drive, 831-835 Buck Jones Road and 1912-1916 Tischer Court.  The Passage Home project involves the purchase of ten townhouses in North Raleigh (Green Park Townes) to serve 20 men who transition from the Healing Place with permanent housing and support services. The certification is due to HUD by July 15th.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to sign a certification of consistency for CASA and Passage Home.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.
COMPUTER EQUIPMENT – EPLUS GROUP, INC. - CONTRACT EXTENDED
The City has a contract with ePlus Group, Inc. to provide lease of computer equipment, as well as installation and warranty maintenance.
Recommendation:  That this agreement be extended one year to June 30, 2004.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.
JOINT VENTURE RENTAL PROPERTY - ROYAL PINES/IVY HILLS – FUNDING COMMITMENT - WITHDRAWN
On May 7, 2002 the City Council, approved the recommendation to offer permanent financing to Regency Development Associates, on behalf of Royal Pines Limited Partnership, for its project known as Royal Pines/Ivy Hills.  It has been confirmed that Royal Pines Limited Partnership was unable to sell its bonds by the May 31 deadline making the bonds and tax credits no longer available.  The City’s commitment for funding was contingent upon the Partnership receiving these sources of funds; thus, the project is no longer feasible.

Recommendation:  Withdraw commitment of funding in the amount of $650,000 to the joint venture rental project Royal Pines/Ivy Hills.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.
URBAN WATER CONSORTIUM AGREEMENT – CITY MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO SIGN
This is a continuation of the City’s membership to the Urban Water Consortium for $10,000 and $5,000 for the stormwater sub-group to cover the period of July 1, 2003 through June 30, 2004.
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the agreement renewals.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT – APPLICATIONS ON CITY OWNED PROPERTY - AUTHORIZED
On May 6, 2003, Council authorized the sale of four City owned lots in the East Martin Street development area and 19 lots in the South Bloodworth Street development area to four developers for the construction of affordable single family home ownership houses. It is recommended that Council authorize applications to the Board of Adjustment for necessary variances for yard setbacks so all new houses in both developments can be built with setbacks to match existing houses in surrounding neighborhoods. Lot sales to the developers will commence upon resolution of the setback issues.
Recommendation:  Authorize applications to the Board of Adjustment for setback variances.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.
RALEIGH BUSINESS AND TECHNOLOGY CENTER - VIRTUAL INCUBATOR CONTRACT - APPROVED
The Raleigh Business and Technology Center submitted a review of its program to the Budget and Economic Development Committee three weeks ago and the Committee reported out at the last City Council meeting with a recommendation to move forward with the Virtual Incubator and also recommended another review in six months.  This contract was reviewed by the co-chairs of the Southeast Raleigh Assembly as well as Councilor James West.
Recommendation:  Approve the Virtual Incubator contract for $153,252 for the next 12 months with Raleigh Business and Technology Center.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.
ASSESSMENT RATES - WATER AND SEWER ASSESSMENT – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
Each year an analysis is made of the costs for water and sewer line installations, which involves actual costs over five years, and the formula is as prescribed by General Statute. Based on this analysis, the following adjustment in assessment rates is proposed:

Proposed
Current

8” Sanitary Sewer
$35.83
$35.64


6” Water
$20.36
$20.47

Recommendation:  Approve the rate adjustment with rates applicable to projects approved for construction beginning July 1, 2003, and ending June 30, 2004.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 793.
Parade Routes – various – approved conditionally
Sallie Winter, representing the Fallon Park Community, requests permission to hold the annual July 4th Fallon Park community parade on Friday, July 4th, 2003 from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
Bill Seagroves, representing AIDSWALK 2003, requests permission to hold the annual AIDSWALK 2003 on Saturday, September 6, 2003, from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Recommendation:  Approval of the parade routes subject to conditions noted on the reports included in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.
STREET CLOSINGS – TEMPORARY – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY
Pastor Velma Champlain, representing First Church of God, requests permission to close the 1200 block of Boyer Street, between Pettigrew Street and Saint Augustine Avenue, from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, July 26, 2003, to hold a community outreach celebration.
Candy Boykin, representing Clear Channel Communications and Jillian’s Billiard Café, requests permission to close the 100 block of South West Street, between Morgan Street and Hargett Street, from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m. on Saturday, August 2, 2003, to hold a Cinco de Augusto Festival.
Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on the reports in agenda packets.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.
EASEMENTS - LEESVILLE ROAD PARK - APPROVED
Kirby Marshburn Building Corporation (KMB) is requesting a 20’ sanitary sewer easement and a 10’ temporary construction easement located at 0 Leesville Road as shown on a map prepared by M.W. Wood Surveying and entitled “Leesville Road Park Sanitary Sewer Easement Map.” City Council approved this sewer easement and temporary construction easement on April 15, 2003 for Olde Raleigh Development Corporation (ORDC).  ORDC needed this easement to develop a parcel they planned to purchase and develop. The owners of the parcel that ORDC planned to purchase would not renew ORDC option to purchase; KMB is now buying the parcel and needs access to the above easements. This will allow KMB access to install a new sewer line (per Raleigh Public Utilities specifications) within the sanitary sewer easement area on City of Raleigh (Leesville Road Park) property located at 0 Leesville Road.  Monetary compensation required by the City of Raleigh will be $2000.00 ($1.33/ square foot).
Recommendation:  Approve the request from KMB.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.
EASEMENT - PROGRESS ENERGY – DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT PROJECT – PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZED
The City previously granted air rights to Progress Energy on February 18, 2003 for their downtown development project.  Progress Energy has subsequently determined that marketing the property for residential sales may be difficult with current air rights interests.  They have requested that the City convey fee interests in these air rights easement areas.

Recommendation:  Approval for the conveyance to Progress Energy of fee interest in areas previously deeded air rights easements, subject to the City retaining necessary access easement and utility easements.  Mayor Meeker pointed out the agenda should be amended to indicate that a public hearing be held July 15 to consider this proposal.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.
ENCROACHMENT - ED DRIVE AND EDGEMONT DRIVE – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY
A request has been received from Edwards Mill Land Development, LLC to encroach on City right-of-way for the purpose of installing concrete pavers, storm drain, and landscaping.  A report was in the agenda packet. 
Recommendation:  Approval of the encroachment subject to conditions outlined in Resolution 1996-153 and the following.  

1. The Owner shall obtain a “Right-of-Way” permit from the Inspections Department prior to installation.

2. The Owner shall contact “NC One Call Center” 48 hours prior to excavation and shall remain 10’ from existing utilities.

3. The Owner shall contact the City of Raleigh Engineering Department 48 hours prior to the installation of the storm drain.

4. The Owner shall maintain the concrete pavers, storm drain, and landscaping at his expense; and shall provide a maintenance agreement to meet City of Raleigh approval.

5. The spacing of (>6”) “Willow Oaks” shall be increased from 25’ on center to minimum of 35’ on center (40’ preferred) and will require the planting of fewer Willow Oaks.

6. The installation of concrete pavers shall conform to the current City of Raleigh Standard Details.

Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.
ENCROACHMENT - GLEN EDEN DRIVE/MORVAN WAY AND CLAYETTE COURT – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY
A request has been received from Nolcon Properties, LLC to encroach on City right-of-way for the purpose of installing decorative poles with street identification and stop sign combination, landscaping and irrigation system.  A report is in the agenda packet.
Recommendation:  Approval of the encroachment subject to conditions outlined in Resolution 1996-153 and the following.
1. The Owner shall obtain “Right-of-Way” and “Irrigation” permits from the Inspections Department prior to installation.

2. The Owner shall contact “NC One Call Center” 48 hours prior to excavation and shall remain 10’ from existing utilities.

3. The Owner shall maintain the signs, poles, and landscaping; and shall provide a Maintenance Agreement to the City of Raleigh for approval.

4. The decorative sign posts and height must be approved by the City of Raleigh Traffic Engineer.

Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

BUDGET AMENDMENTS – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
The agenda presented the following budget amendments:

Engineering - $43,488.88 - To receive three property owners’ shares of project redesign cost and construction per memorandum agreement dated September 25, 2002 as part of the Western Boulevard improvements.

Transportation - $145,000.00 - To receive proceeds from the insurance carrier for the replacement of a 2001 30-foot Thomas Built bus that burned.
Transportation - $297,548.00 - Establish FY 2003-2004 budgetary accounts to continue to receive funding from the FTA for planning activities within the Transit Division.
Transportation - $696,087.00 - To establish budgetary accounts to receive the Federal Highway Administration grant funding as lead planning agency to continue support of Metropolitan Planning Organization planning activities for FY 2003-2004.
The agenda outlined the revenue and expenditure accounts involved in the recommended budget amendments.

Recommendation:  Approval of the budget amendments as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 472TF97.

REIMBURSEMENT CONTRACTS – THOROUGHFARE FACILITY FEES – VARIOUS - APPROVED

The agenda presented the following thoroughfare facility fee reimbursement contract.

2002-#21 Thoroughfare Facility Fee

Oaks Construction, Inc./

Avent Ferry Road

Priority I Project

Total Reimbursement $19,101.47

2003-#3 Thoroughfare Facility Fee

Roman Catholic Diocese of Raleigh/

5801 Falls of Neuse Road

Priority II Project

Total Reimbursement $9,295.30

2003-#4 Thoroughfare Facility Fee

Rogers Realty and Insurance Company/

New Bern Avenue

Priority II Project

Total Reimbursement $70,688.85

2003-#5 Thoroughfare Facility Fee

Rogers Realty and Insurance Company/

New Bern Avenue

Priority II Project

Total Reimbursement $79,268.30

2003-#6 Open Space Facility Fee

Rogers Realty and Insurance Company

5300 and 5500 New Bern Avenue

Priority II Project

Total Reimbursement $32,240.10
Recommendation:  Approval of the thoroughfare facility fee reimbursement contracts as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

TRANSFER – ENGINEERING AND PUBLIC UTILITIES DEPARTMENTS - APPROVED
The agenda presented recommended transfers in the Engineering and Public Utilities Department.  The agenda outlined the code accounts involved and the reasons for the recommended transfers.

Recommendation:  Approval of the transfers as outlined on the agenda.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 472TF97.

BID – ROLESVILLE BOOSTER PUMP STATION PROJECT – BID AND CHANGE ORDER OF KAD CONSTRUCTION, INC. - APPROVED
Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, bids were received and publicly opened on April 10, 2003, for the Rolesville booster pump station project with KAD Construction, Inc., submitting the low bid for electrical construction for contract 1B in the amount of $241,000.  A reduction by change order has been negotiated to reduce the bid of KAD Construction, Inc., to $147,000.
KAD Construction, Inc., submitted a 100% MWBE participation bid.
Recommendation:  Approve the low bid and change order of KAD Construction, Inc., in the amount of $147,000 and the following budgetary transfer.
Transferred From:

340-8100-79202-977 
EMJWTP Ozone Facility 
$147,000.00
Transferred To:

340-9022-79203-975 
Rolesville Water Booster Pump Station 
$147,000.00
Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 472TF97.

WATER AND SEWER SERVICE INSTALLATION CONTRACT 5 – BID AWARDED TO J. F. WILKERSON CONTRACTING COMPANY
Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, bids were received and publicly opened on June 11, 2003, for the small water and sewer services installation contract #5 for FY 04.  Only two bids were received, therefore, they were not opened and the project was re-advertised for a bid opening on June 20, 2003.  Two bids were received, which were opened, with J.F. Wilkerson Contracting Company submitting the low bid in the amount of $599,150 with a provision for renewal of up to three years.
J.F. Wilkerson submitted a 15% MWBE participation bid.
Recommendation:  Approve the low bid of J.F. Wilkerson Contracting Company in the amount of $599,150 (funds to be handled administratively).  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.
PW 2002-14 – I-440/SIX FORKS ROAD INTERCHANGE – BID AWARDED TO NARRON CONSTRUCTION, INC.
Pursuant to advertisement as required by law bids were received on June 19, 2003, for construction of I-440 & Six Forks Road interchange improvements with Narron Construction Inc. submitting the low bid in the amount of $607,723.26.
MWBE participation level is 63.7%.  Information on MWBE participation by the second low bidder is included in the agenda packet.
Recommendation:  Approve the low bid of Narron Construction Inc. in the amount of $607,723.26.  Funding for this project is in place.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.
TRAFFIC – VARIOUS CHANGES – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
The agenda presented recommended changes in the traffic code relating to school time changes for Wake County Schools, no parking on portions of Glen Eden Drive, Huntleigh Drive and Duncan Street, and a 25mph speed limit on Erinsbrook Drive pursuant to petition received according to Resolution 1990-633.  The agenda outlined the exact locations involved and the reasons for the recommended changes in the traffic code.

Recommendation:  Approval of the changes in the traffic code as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 473.

END OF CONSENT AGENDA

CERTIFICATION OF CONSISTENCY – HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES FOR PERSONS WITH AIDS (HOPWA) – MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO SIGN; MANAGER DIRECTED TO HAVE DISCUSSION WITH GROUP
Glory to Glory and the AIDS Alliance has provided housing and services to people with HIV/AIDS for a number of years. Both organizations are proposing to lease scattered site units to serve homeless and extremely low-income people with HIV/AIDS and provide case management and support services to the residents. This is a priority one population as outlined in the Consolidated Plan which supports agencies providing housing and services to special populated groups who are very low income. The Raleigh-Durham-Smithfield (RDS) Housing Alliance proposes to lease 18 units of permanent housing (scattered sites) to serve homeless, chronically homeless, and extremely low-income persons with HIV/AIDS living in Raleigh. The two organizations are requesting $404,404 from HUD. The application under the Competitive HOPWA Grant is due to HUD by July 9th. 
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to sign a certification of consistency for the Raleigh-Durham-Smithfield Housing Alliance.
Mr. West stated he had withdrawn this item from the Consent Agenda pointing out he realize it fits and is consistent with our program and he would like to make a motion that the City Manager be authorized to sign these certifications but also ask the City Manager to have conversations with Glory to Glory to learn about the process they went about in selecting the location and to determine if Glory to Glory works with the community and makes the community aware of the locations.  Various Council members questioned if Mr. West is asking to hold the Manager’s signature until he gets information back with Mr. West indicating no he would just like for the Manager to have conversation with the group.  City Manager Allen pointed out he understands that Mr. West would like information back from Glory to Glory as to how they make a determination in site selection and the City Council’s desire to be sure that the community being selected is involved in site selection.  He stated these applications have to be in by July 9th and staff feels they are consistent with our policies and there is no reason to deny.  Mr. West pointed out his concern is the locations are clustered in one area and he just feels it is important for the City to know their location criteria.  Mr. West pointed out the three locations are in District C, two are in Southeast Raleigh.  He stated it is his understanding that this isn’t a part of a regular scattered site policy.  He just wants to understand the process the group goes through in making their site selection and whether the community is involved.  He did want the Manager to go ahead and sign the certification.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNNING COMMISSION
PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED
Mayor Meeker presented the Planning Commission Consent Agenda indicating it would be handled in the same manner as the regular Consent Agenda.  He stated he had received a request from Ms. Cowell to withdraw SP-22-03.  Without objection that item was withdrawn from the Planning Commission Consent Agenda.  Mr. Odom moved the Planning Commission recommendation on the remaining items on the Consent Agenda be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  They Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  The items on the Planning Commission Consent Agenda were as follows.

TC-5-03 - DAY CARE FACILITIES – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
This text change proposes to amend the definition of a day care facility in order to allow these facilities to expand their enrollee list so long as the number of children being taken care of at any one time does not exceed the number permitted by the Code (5 children for in-home cay care)

CR-10569 from the Planning Commission recommends that this text change be approved as written.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 474TC238.
TC-10-03 – FAMILY CHILD CARE HOMES – PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZED FOR SEPTEMBER 16, 2003
This text change proposes to establish a new use within the Zoning Code, “Family child care home”, which allows residents to care for up to 5 children and to permit a substitute employee to come to the house to care for the children on a temporary basis when the resident caregiver is unavailable.

CR-10570 from the Planning Commission recommends that this text change be authorized for public hearing on the regularly scheduled September 16, 2003 zoning hearing agenda.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.
SP-45-03 – PROGRESS CONDOMINIUMS – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS
This request is to amend several components related to the approved residential portion of SP-33-02, Progress Energy site plan.  This amendment requires final approval by the City Council as it is related to density findings in the Downtown Residential Housing Overlay District, open space, height and retail allocation.  The site is zoned Business with Downtown Residential Housing Overlay.

This project will maintain the same number of residential units (maximum of 78) as approved through SP-33-02, but increases the allocation of units on a given lot, as the project is now proposed on 3 lots instead of 4 lots as originally approved.  The maximum residential density on any individual lot as originally approved with SP-33-02 was 91.6 units per acre, which required the City Council to make 3 findings in accordance with 10-21051(e)(2)c.  The overall residential density will remain at 30.3 units per acre, based on area of SP-33-02. The area of SP-33-02 of 4.2 acres is not being changed. The three lots of the revised site plan are lots 2, 3, and 4. The revised allocation of dwelling units is a follows:

Lot 2 will be .235 acres with 42 units, density of 179 units / acre

Lot 3 will be .380 acres with 44 units, density of 116 units / acre

Lot 4 will be .380 acres with 29 units, density of   71 units / acre.

This unit count totals 115; however, the overall maximum units permitted are 78 for the project.  These maximums allow flexibility within each lot for the developer to change the type of units provided.

The increase in density to 179 units per acre requires the City Council to make a total of 4 findings in accordance with 10-2151(e)(2)c. The applicant offers findings 2, 4, 6, and 8.  Finding 6, architectural style and development, is offered in addition to the original findings in SP-33-02 of 2, 4, and 8.

This proposal requests to amend a condition of approval, originally requested by the Planning Commission, which states: “That a minimum of 1,000 square feet of open space, available to the public for use, is provided in the area of the southeast portion of the block”.  The original site plan indicated commercial units at the street level for the lower half of the Blount Street frontage.  This area is now proposed to be primarily residential with a “live/work” type unit, allowing commercial uses; however, this area is primarily designated for residential uses rather than commercial as represented in SP-33-02.  Sidewalks are now proposed to be increased from 9’ wide to 11’ wide along Blount Street due to the setback of the building being increased from 0’ to 3’ for the entire length of the block, approximately 400’.

This proposal requests to amend the height of the building and stepback for the northeast corner of the block.  Proposed is an 8 story building from the corner of Davie Street, then transitioning to a 4 story building abutting the south portion of Blount Street and with a stepback of an 8 story building abutting the existing City parking deck.

Davie Street  The east side of the block contains a maximum building height of 115 feet with no stepbacks.  The original plan approved a building 158’’ tall with stepbacks at 86’ and 114’ varying in width from 4 to 10 feet.

Blount Street  Proposed is a maximum building height 115 feet tall with no stepbacks.  Use of several building materials and balconies provide architectural diversity and offsets.  The south side of the block contains a 4 story building with a maximum building height of 69’. The original plan approved a building 140’ tall with stepbacks at 86’ and 114’ varying in width from 4 to 10 feet.

Cabarrus Street  The east side of the block proposes a maximum building height of 110’ where the building will be 8 stories with no stepbacks.  The original plan was approved with a building height of 165’ with stepbacks at 92’ 3”, and 120’ 9” varying in width from 4 to 10 feet.

Proposal to amend the amount of retail proposed for the overall project as approved with, SP-33-02, from 51,007 square feet to 23,596 square feet.  A minimum of 50 square feet of retail area is to be provided for every residential unit or a minimum of 3,900 square feet.  SP-33-02 provides a total of 51,007 based on the entire City block area which includes retail along Davie Street, Wilmington Street and Blount Street.  With the request of providing residential on the south side of Blount Street instead of commercial, this amount is proposed to be decreased; however, will exceed the minimum of 3,900 required.

Proposal to amend SP-33-02 by reducing the number of parking spaces from 2472 to 2012.  The change is reflected in the amount of non-residential parking spaces with a reduction of 460 spaces.

CR-10572 from the Planning Commission recommends approval with conditions.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.
STREET NAME CHANGE - 4-03 – CAPITAL BOULEVARD/US1 SERVICE ROAD – PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZED
This request is to approve a street name change from Capital Boulevard/US 1 Service Road to Cheviot Hills Road, pursuant to Standard Procedure 900-9(D) regarding less than 100% property owner/tenant approval of non-duplicative street name.

CR-10573 from the Planning Commission recommends that the name Capital Boulevard/US 1 Service Road be changed to Cheviot Hills Road; that this item be forwarded to City Council for authorization of public hearing on July 1, 2003; with public hearing recommended to be held on July 15, 2003; and that this name change be made effective January 2, 2004.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 794.
END OF PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA

SP-22-03 – WAKE CROSSING PLAZA – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS
This request is to approve a 50,174 square foot mixed-use shopping area development on 3.72 acres within two zoning districts: Office & Institution-1 Conditional Use (Z-73-00) and Shopping Center Conditional Use (Z-47-01).  This site currently consists of two parcels of 1.00 acre and 2.72 acres respectively that are to be recombined. The project will be made up of 20,156 square feet of office space on the 1.00 acre portion zoned O&I-1 CUD. The remaining 2.72 acre portion zoned SC CUD will contain a mix of retail (14,000 sq. ft.), office, and one residential unit consisting of a total of 30,018 square feet gross. This site is located within 400 feet of a residential use or zone.

CR-10571 from the Planning Commission recommends approval with conditions.
Planning Commission Member Crowder pointed out this is the first of the developments in this particular area.  The plan has about 24 conditions.  He stated the guidelines were not in place when the plan was submitted therefore all of the conditions.  He stated conditions 23 and 24 were added to address interconnections between Mitchell Mill and surrounding streets.  He stated there was a concern about lack of a sidewalk but that condition has been added.  Planning Director Chapman explained the Planning Commission had recommended approval unanimously.  He stated this was a very lengthy process starting with the rezoning.  He stated this is a very good example of how the process has worked positively.  Ms. Cowell stated if the conditions have been added which address the concerns of the Planning Commission she feels we should move ahead.  Ms. Cowell moved the Planning Commission recommendation for approval be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

PROPOSED TEXT CHANGE - DOWNTOWN SITE PLAN APPROVAL DISTRICT – PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZED
Following Council approval to close the Franklin Street and Harp Streets rights-of-way, Administration was directed to propose a means to ensure that the Peace College expansion would be required to be reviewed and approved by the City Council.  The request has been reviewed and a report is in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Authorize a Tuesday, September 16, 2003 public hearing for a proposed text change to expand the designated downtown area requiring preliminary site plan approval by City Council.

City Manager Allen explained the proposal.  Mayor Meeker pointed out there was a question about setback and street dedication and questioned if this addresses that situation with City Manager Allen pointing out that is being considered separately.  Mayor Meeker moved the Manager’s recommendation for a public hearing be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

PARKS BOND – PROMOTIONAL GROUP – DIRECTION GIVEN; ITEM TO BE PLACED ON JULY 15 AGENDA
City Manager pointed out the Council had authorized a parks bond referendum for the fall.  He stated at a recent meeting the City Council directed Administration to confer with the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board and develop an educational or informational program.  He stated a number of items have been developed.  In the July/August water bill there will be an insert giving information about the bond issue.  A 20 minute video has been developed and will be shown between now and October 7 on Cable TV and to various groups.  The City will be opening the Buffaloe Road Park and we will try to use that as an example as what can be done with Parks money.  The City Show on Cable TV will run informational program and the staff has been lined up to make presentation when requested.  He stated there is a feeling there is a need to have an advocacy group in addition to the public information group.  He stated we did not see it as the time and efforts the 2000 Parks Bond group went to but we probably do need to raise some money for brochures, advertising, yard signs, etc.

City Manager Allen pointed out the Parks Board suggested the Council appoint an advocacy group and they are willing to help by suggesting names for that group.  City Manager Allen questioned if the Council feels Administration is moving in the right direction.

Mayor Meeker stated it make sense to have an advocacy group and he is open to suggestions.  He pointed out Chuck Neely had offered to serve on an advocacy group.  He stated without objection he would request the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board to come back with recommended names for the group and the City Council could bring names to add to that group and to place the issue on the July 15 meeting to receive input from the Board and Council.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Cowell.

Mr. Kirkman stated he has worked on these groups before and he feels one of the best source is former members of the Parks and Recreation Board as well as the former Greenway Advisory Board.  He stated he would be happy to cosign a letter inviting those people to participate.  Mayor Meeker stated that is a good recommendation and we could pass that on to the Parks Board for their consideration when developing their recommendation.  Mr. Odom questioned the limitation from the staff and the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board as far as promoting the bond issue.  City Attorney McCormick indicated members of the parks board could serve on the promotional group as long as there was not a majority of the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board on the group.  He stated staff cannot go out and advocate voting for the parks bond they can only provide information.  In response to questioning from Mr. Kirkman, City Attorney McCormick pointed out Council members can advocate passage of the bond referendum.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE APPEARANCE COMMITTEE
REEDY CREEK GREENWAY PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE – APPEARANCE COMMISSION MEMORANDUM – TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE STATE ALONG WITH MR. KIRKMAN’S COMMENTS
City Manager pointed out the Landscape and Design Committee of the Raleigh Appearance Commission has reviewed design concepts for the planned pedestrian bridge over I-440.  He stated Council members received in their agenda packet a memorandum noting the Appearance Commission’s observations and recommendations in their agenda packet.  He stated it is his understanding the comments have already gone to the State.  Mr. Kirkman pointed out he has been heavily involved in this project.  He pointed out the Appearance Commission is recommending a zinc finish on the superstructure and he thinks the NCDOT is talking about aluminum alloy.  Mr. Kirkman stated he understands the Appearance Commission comment but he does not want to limit DOT to saying they have to have a zinc finish.  He pointed out he had rather the Appearance Commission suggest that it be a finish that will not weather impacted and/or bleed.  Mr. Odom stated that is Mr. Kirkman comment and we should not be changing the Appearance Commission recommendation.  By general consensus it was agreed the Appearance Commission recommendation would be sent to the state and that Mr. Kirkman comment should also be forwarded.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE GREATER RALEIGH CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU
GREATER RALEIGH CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU – REPORT RECEIVED - BUDGET – UPHELD
Jay Mahan, Immediate Past Chair of the Greater Raleigh Convention and Visitors Bureau, expressed appreciation to the Council for their support of the Bureau and visitors in the area.  He recognize Doyle Parrish, the new Chair, pointing out he is sure he will continue with aggressive leadership.

Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to the group for being at the meeting, pointing out it has been quite a year.  He stated our occupancy numbers are improving and he knows the group has been working hard with the Convention Center Steering Committee.  He stated the group does a great service to the community.

Dave Heinl made the following prepared statement:

· First I’d like to publicly thank Jay Mahan for Chairing the GRCVB Board of Directors for the past two years…two of the most difficult years in the history of the travel and tourism industry.

· The document in your packets was part of the information provided along with our 44 page Marketing Plan and Program of Activities at your last City Council meeting. So, you’ve had at least two weeks to go over in detail our request.  Our budget was approved by the Wake County Board of Commissioners at their June 16 meeting.

· The first page of this letter addressed to Mayor Meeker details where we stand occupancy wise compared to the nation. (61.21% vs. 59.2%)  Hotel occupancy tax revenue dropped 1.2% in calendar year 2002 over 2001.  And visitor spending is expected to reach $1.15 billion in 2002 in Wake County…second only to Mecklenburg County out of 100 counties in  NC.

· Our total budget for 2003/04 is $2,906,803 down from $2,918,616 in 2002/03 due to some one time RaleighNow! partnership money.

· Taking into account the factors detailed, we will be spending:

1.  Over $850,000 (actually $893,000) in advertising, promotion and publications planned.

2. $200,000 more in our Sports Matching Event Promotion Fund.

3. An aggressive sales program outlined in our marketing plan focuses on meetings, package programs, group tour, leisure, sports and event promotions.  Our main goal is to fill room nights in hotels and service our visitors to ensure return business and positive word of mouth advertising.

4. Produce about 15 different printed publications.

5. Expand and improve our web site…continuing focus on Internet marketing.

6. Continue the newly launched RaleighNow! cultural tourism promotion.(over 30 arts, heritage and cultural organizations participating with 16 public and private financial partners).
7. Do everything we can to assist the City and County in developing the convention center/hotel complex.

8. With the potential of a new convention center and hotel work on an effort to fund and staff a more aggressive convention marketing program.  Working now with Roger Krupa and his staff to develop a strategy and marketing plan.  We’ve met a couple of times and have another meeting set for tomorrow to continue this process.

9. Targeted public relations programs with our national PR firm to gain media attention to this area.

· The projected results for 2003/04 include:

1. $50 million increase in visitor spending in Wake County to reach $1.2 billion.

2. 62% hotel occupancy to surpass the 60.0% projected for the nation.
3. $20 million in meetings and convention business.
4. $20 million in sports championships and meetings.
5. Produce the visitors guide in house with advertising sales to cover the production cost.
6. $28,500 in partnership cash and $275,000 in in-kind commitments for leisure marketing programs.
7. A 10% increase over the 454,988 visitor inquiries generated in 2002/03.
8. Higher public and private sector awareness in bringing visitors and meetings to Raleigh/Wake County.
We hand deliver to each of you a monthly production report of our progress by the 10th of every month and haven’t missed that date for the past 15 years (before that we did a quarterly report).  Janet Cowell requested that we do a different format which zeros into the specific numbers.  I’ve done that using the May 2003 report as an example and presented the Council with that spread sheet.

We ask the Raleigh City Council to approve our 2003/04 GRCVB budget request.
Mr. Kirkman pointed out the Bureau helped him bring an NLC Committee meeting to Raleigh.  He stated the people who attended the meeting stated the Greater Raleigh Convention and Visitors Bureau as well as he undersold Raleigh as it relates to the cultural activity and what Raleigh has to offer.  He explained things the group said while they were in our City and the words of expression and admiration they had made.  He stated they indicated we really need to push our cultural activities and he hopes the News and Observer will print the letter that indicates Raleigh is a worthy destination.  He pointed out they are talking about a cultural event in the area and again stated they all said we have really undersold ourselves.

Mayor Meeker moved approval of the budget including the marketing plan.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Cowell.  Ms. Cowell pointed out she had talked to Mr. Heinl concerning some of the problems she had and talked about the spread sheet pointing out that is helpful for all to understand the good work that they are doing and help track their activities.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

FALSE ALARM REDUCTION PROGRAM – HELD IN COMMITTEE
Chairman Shanahan pointed out the Law and Public Safety Committee had planned to make a recommendation on the alarm reduction program; however, without objection the Committee is going to hold it in Committee based on some information what was received following the Committee meeting.  The report was received.
NUISANCE VEHICLES – REPORT RECEIVED
Chairman Shanahan reported the Law and Public Safety Committee recommends that Council approve the following options: 1) to maintain the existing complaint-driven enforcement program; 2) to coordinate with the Wake County Tax Office to identify if property tax and/or license tag fees are being paid on unlicensed vehicles sitting within the City limits; and, 3) to reduce the cost to the City for towing and junking vehicles via alternative means of legal advertising which would enable the City to obtain the title to a vehicle in a more timely and cost effective manner (would require legislative authority to implement).  Should the Council recommend approval, it would be appropriate to direct the City Attorney to pursue legislative authority to implement the third option.  The Committee further recommends that quarterly reports be presented to the full Council outlining the efforts that are being taken to address the complaint program.
Mr. Shanahan stated after exploring all options it was felt that increased enforcement is probably the best way to address the problem.  Mr. Kirkman questioned if this will expedite the process of getting abandoned or nuisance vehicles removed.  Mr. West stated there appears that there is a lot of interest and a lot of constituency groups such as collectors, etc.  Everyone had an opportunity to be heard.  He stated we have a nuisance program that we should enforce and take timely action and identify the trouble areas.  The comments were received.

FAYETTEVILLE STREET MALL – STREET VENDOR REGULATIONS - REMOVED

Mr. Odom moved that the Law and Public Safety Committee’s recommendation that street vendors regulations review be reported out of Committee with no action taken.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Shanahan and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

FAYETTEVILLE STREET MALL – ENTERTAINMENT REQUEST – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA
Mr. Odom moved that the Law and Public Safety Committee recommendation that the Fayetteville Street Mall-Entertainment Request item be reported out of Committee with no action taken.  Without objection it was agreed to remove the item from the agenda.

LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mr. Isley noted there are only six pending items in the Law and Public Safety Committee.  Mr. Shanahan expressed regret that he missed making the report at the last meeting concerning the Committee’s visit to the police driving range to view the activity and the training our police officers receive.  He stated it was a very educational trip a great adventure and he would recommend all Council members visit pointing out it they have made extremely good use of federal funds.  The comments were received.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

TOWING ROTATION CONTRACT RATE – REMOVED FROM PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE AND REFERRED TO LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

Mr. Kirkman pointed out at the last meeting there was a request concerning the contract rate for the towing rotation program.  The item was referred to Public Works Committee; however, it should have been referred to Law and Public Safety Committee.  Mayor Meeker stated without objection the item would be removed from Public Works Committee and referred to Law and Public Safety Committee.
REIMBURSEMENT - GARNER ROAD/TRYON ROAD INTERSECTION REALIGNMENT – APPROVED AS AMENDED
Mr. Kirkman reported by split vote, the Public Works Committee recommends that Council uphold current Code requirements to construct the road improvements as required, obtain acceptance of the improvements by the Chief Engineer, and then submit a formal reimbursement package as referenced in the City Code.  Staff will review the reimbursement request and recommend approval for all improvements per the items specified in the City Code as well as review and make recommendations on all additional items requested by the developer that would fall under code section 10-3024(c).  The Committee also requests that Council refer the issue of Thoroughfare Facility Fees back to Committee.  The Facility Fee Program is 18 years old and since the last update was in 1992, some adjustments may be appropriate. (Current reimbursement procedures description was included in agenda packet).
Mr. Kirkman moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker.

Mr. Hunt pointed out he was the negative vote at Committee.  He explained there are traffic lights at this intersection and this request is something we haven’t come up against before.  He suggested the developer be reimbursed for the design cost of the light system.  He talked about the need to design traffic light system for the developers use and what the City would require.  He suggested that we include in the reimbursement the portion of the design for the light feature.

Chief Engineer Dawson pointed out the staff does not normally recommend reimbursement items not expressly outlined in the Code.  The City Council can reimburse for items not included in the Code.  He stated this is the first time we have come up with a request that involves signals.  He explained in this particular situation the responsibility of the developer would be for a 3 lane 41 foot section.  The requirement for the development would be two extra lanes.  He stated normally the developer would bear the responsibility for the 3 lanes and the City would reimburse for the 2 lanes.  He talked about the idea of designing a signal for 5 lanes and one for 3 lanes and the reimbursement would be on the difference between the two.  He pointed out traffic signal design is pretty complex.  He stated staff would recommend including reimbursement for the second signal design.  Brief discussion took place with Mr. Odom questioning how much cost we are talking about with Mr. Dawson pointing out somewhere between $5,000 and $10,000.  Mr. Kirkman accepted the amendment as recommended by staff.  The motion as amended was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

NORTHSHORE LAKE - SILTATION - ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZED TO RETAIN CONSULTANT
Chairperson Kirkman reported the Public Works Committee recommends that Council authorize Administration to retain a consultant to develop a conceptual design for the restoration of Northshore Lake that will include flood control, water quality and dam safety.  When the report is completed, the Committee requests that it be referred back to Public Works Committee for review.
On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Kirkman moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom.  Mr. Odom pointed out this is the lake that started all of the questions and study on the New Hope Tributary.  This is the lake we were trying to fix.  He stated he would like to have a copy of the report and a copy of the original New Hope Tributary report.  Mr. Kirkman stated this lake does need attention, North Shore and White Oak lakes are the two top priorities as it relates to need.  He stated if we don’t move ahead with this we could face loosing all we have spend to try to correct the situation.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS
WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mayor Meeker pointed out it has been about 6 months since the City Council toured the wastewater treatment plant.  He questioned if it would be helpful for the Council to go out and look at the plant again.  City Manager Allen stated there is no problem with the Council visiting the plant but there are no major capital projects ongoing.  We do have some new sludge management concepts in place.  Mayor Meeker questioned if most of the sludge has been removed.  City Manager Allen pointed out the biosolids are being managed fine.  He stated there is some sludge left in the tank but the biosolids have been taken care of or being removed.  Mayor Meeker stated he would talk with the manager about the possibility of setting up another field trip.

GRANTS OVERSIGHT – REFERRED TO BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE; RALEIGH CITY MUSEUM FUNDING – REFERRED TO BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Mayor Meeker stated he feels we need to send to the Budget and Economic Development Committee an item relating to City oversight of grants to review the procedure the City uses when the City funds program outside the Human Resources and Arts process.  He stated maybe we should look at the documentation that is required and oversight that is appropriate, that is look at what we do now.  He stated one of those is the Raleigh City Museum.  A former board member who is also a former City Council member raised questions concerning the management and oversight of the Raleigh City Museum and he feels maybe the Council should look into those questions.  He feels the City should confirm that the City grant to Raleigh City Museum was used as intended.  The Council should also look at the reasonableness of the budget in place for the upcoming year, that is revenues and expenditures and also look at whether the City has appropriate oversight and the potential of the City Council appointing maybe two members of the Raleigh City Museum Board.  Mr. Odom talked about money for capital and operating and the separate use of funds, pointing out it gets wishy-washy and hard to follow and maybe we need to look at some way of keeping the money separate.  Mr. Kirkman talked about the use of the word capital as it relates to non-profits and how that differs sometimes from the way the City uses the word.  It was agreed to send the two separate issues to the Budget and Economic Development committee for discussion.

UTILITY INITIATION FEE – INFORMATION REQUESTED
Mr. Hunt indicated he had some conversation with Public Utilities Director Crisp about the new utility initiation fee.  He stated there has been discussion about the possibility of a special bulk rate.  Mr. West pointed out he had some questions on a bulk rate for sewer fees and he got a couple of calls related to the new fees.  He would like to have some information on how customers are being charged.  After brief discussion it was agreed to refer the item to Administration to report back on how the new fees are being implemented and to give information on possible special or bulk rate.

FEES – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mr. Hunt questioned what happen to express review fees that are paid to the City.  City Manager Allen pointed out he thinks they go into general funds.  He stated we do keep tract of all of the fees that are paid in an effort to help make the Inspections Department self sufficient; however, we do not specifically earmark the fund for any particular purpose.  They are just put back into general fund.

CITY COUNCIL MEETING – AUGUST 5 – TIME CHANGED TO 7:30 P.M.
Mr. Kirkman explained the first Tuesday in August is Citizens Night Out in the City.  He stated all Council members receive invitations to various community events that start at 6:30 p.m. and there is a night Council meeting scheduled for 7:00 p.m.  He stated he had talked with the City Clerk and there would not be any problem advertising wise to delay the meeting until 7:30.  He moved that the August 5 evening meeting began at 7:30 rather than 7:00.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West.  Mr. Odom expressed concern about changing the starting time.  The motion was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Odom who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

ABC PERMIT – SOUTH SAUNDERS STREET AREA – REFERRED TO THE CITY ATTORNEY
Mr. Kirkman pointed out we have received a proliferation of ABC requests coming in for the South Saunders area.  He stated he had written a letter on some and they have been temporary permits.  He stated he had some conversation with the people at ALE and he is concerned about the number of permits being issued in that corridor.  He asked to refer the issue to the City Attorney’s office to look at whether there is a possibility to restrict the number of permits issued in an area.  He pointed out when we start getting that type cluster it gives him pause and he is concerned about the type of clientele the area may generate.  Without objection the item was referred to the City Attorney.

SIGN ORDINANCE CONCERNS – REFERRED TO THE CITY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE
Mr. Kirkman pointed out there has been a recent flagrant violation of the sign ordinance in his district.  He pointed out Mr. Strickland has cited the company involved but explained the signs are still there and are turned around during the week but then face the street during the weekend.  He stated they are advertising reduced rental rates through June 30th.  He pointed out that time has expired but the signs are still there.  He asked about the possibility of moving ahead with some type penalty matrix as it relates to violation of the ordinance.  He stated in this particular case he is talking about  4 by 8 plywood signs.  He asked the City Attorney to look at what we can do to get compliance with our sign ordinance.  The item was referred to the City Attorney’s office.

UTILITY CONNECTION – WAKE CHAPEL – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Mr. West pointed out Wake Chapel entered into a joint venture with the City to get water and sewer to their new church facility.  He sated the church has over 4,000 members and have set up an entire month for the dedication of their new facility; however, they have a problem in that the sewer is not completed.  He stated they have put in a lot of effort, spent a lot of money, etc. setting up this month long dedication.  He stated the water situation has been taken care of but the sewer is not complete.  He pointed out he understands the first contractor defaulted and the City entered into a new contract.  The church feels they have lived up to their part of the bargain but now understand they may not have sewer in time for their dedication ceremonies.  He pointed out it is his understanding the contractor is some 8 months behind.  The church is in a situation that they do not know where they stand and questioned if there is anyway the City can help get the sewer installed or get it on a fast tract.  Mr. West stated he had talked with Public Utilities Director Crisp who says there is some doubt as to whether the sewer will be complete.  This leaves the church in a bad situation.  It is very important that the city do as much as possible to help them out.

City Manager Allen pointed out this has been a very difficult project.  It involves crossing of the river.  We have been in an unusually wet period.  The level of the river has risen several times during construction.  He pointed out we are shooting for the August deadline and are doing everything possible to get the sewer construction finished.  He stated it is almost impossible but we are shooting for that target.  Mayor Meeker suggested the Council be provided a 10 day update so the Council would be aware of where we are.

Wayne Roberts, representing the church, pointed out the pastor is in the audience and could answer questions.  Mr. Roberts explained this is a critical issue.  The building is finished, all departments have signed off with the exception of zoning and some of the landscaping.  The original contract for the sewer had it being completed in December 2002, the contractor defaulted.  Another contractor is on the job and what they are asking is that appropriate pressure be put on the contractor by the City even if it takes a little extra effort, working overtime, what ever to get the sewer in place for their dedication.  The church has been planning for the dedication well over a year.  Groups from all over the country are coming in.  He stated the alternative to having the sewer completed is that the church have some assurance that the church can be occupied for their dedication.  That is get some kind of certificate of occupancy or maybe the City could provide some pump and haul.  He stated they would like to be in the church by July 21.  He asked if someone in the City could look at the possibility of an alternative system.

City Manager Allen questioned if Mr. Roberts is asking the City to pay for pump and haul and pointed out he did not know if the City could provide any type temporary CO as he does not know the number of anticipated attendees, times, dates, etc.  Mayor Meeker stated hopefully the sewer will be completed by that time.  He suggested that the Council get a report at the next meeting and if it looks like it can be completed that would be fine, if not maybe we could look at some alternatives.  City Manager Allen questioned if the church is willing to pay for a temporary alternative solution.  Mr. Roberts stated he could not answer that but he thinks the church feels the delay has been caused by the City and he does not know how much more expense they are willing to undertake.  City Manager Allen pointed out this issue has been on the front burner.  The contractor is on the job and doing the work but there have been some extenuating circumstances such as the weather.  Mr. Roberts questioned if the City could in some way put more pressure on the contractor to complete the work.  Mr. Isley stated he is uncomfortable with the City putting pressure on a contractor as being suggested.  He doesn’t think the City should do anything inappropriate.  He stated if the sewer has not been completed, maybe the church could get some portalets just like other big events sometimes do.  He stated he does not know what else the City could do.  Mr. West pointed out he hopes everyone understands the importance and the magnitude of this event.  He talked about the history of the African American church being constructed starting with the rezoning of the property in which some 500 people showed up or signed petitions in support.  He stated one must understand the soul and the culture to understand the importance of the church being completed for this group.
Mr. Shanahan indicated it would be important to any church, Catholic, Christian, etc.  He talked about his involvement in church politics and how important it is to all.  He stated he does not feel this would be any more important to this church than any other church and pointed out when the racial component is brought up it creates division.  Every church is important to its congregation.  It doesn’t matter whether the church is black, white or whatever.  An exchange took place between Mr. West and Mr. Shanahan concerning the comments that each had made.

BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS – WOMEN APPOINTEES – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Ms. Cowell pointed out one of her long term goals of City Council is to help get more qualified women on various City boards and commissions.  She talked about the lack of women on various boards, called out some of the numbers such as no women on the Airport Authority, only one woman on the Centennial Authority, one woman on the Planning Commission.  She stated she knows there are many women who are qualified and willing to serve.  She stated getting enough women in the pipeline and interested requires work and she is committed to doing that.  She stated many times women seems less likely to volunteer and she herself needs to work harder meeting that goal and she is working to find qualified dedicated women who are willing to volunteer and she hopes that the Council will make sure that they get an opportunity to serve.  The comments were received.
HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS – REPORT REQUESTED
Mr. Isley pointed out it is the beginning of hurricane season and he recently heard that we expect a busier than usual season this year.  He asked that the Council at some future meeting be given an update on the City’s hurricane preparedness plan.
ANIMAL CARE – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mr. Isley indicated recently he had to put down his 9 year old Beagle.  He stated during that process he realized how lucky we are in this area to have such good animal care and referred to North Carolina State University Vet School, his own vet Joe Gordan and the SPCA.  He stated we are truly blessed to have that caliber of animal care in our area.  The comments were received.
APPOINTMENTS
APPOINTMENTS – VARIOUS - MADE
The City Clerk read the following results of the ballot votes.

Appearance Commission – One Vacancy - David Lazzo – 8 (all Council members)

Downtown Housing Improvement Corporation – One Vacancy - James (Jim) Quinn - (all council members)
Fair Housing Hearing Board – One Vacancy - David West – 8 (all Council members)
Housing Appeals Board – Four Vacancies - No nominees.

Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board – One Vacancy - Peter Benda - 8 (all Council members)
Raleigh Transit Authority – One Vacancy – Regular Member - Sylvester Davis – 8 (all Council members)
Raleigh Transit Authority – One Vacancy – Alternate Member - Tim Fletcher – 8 (all Council members)
Substance Abuse Advisory Commission – One Vacancy - Zack T. Medford – 6 (Odom, Meeker, Shanahan, Hunt, Kirkman, Isley)
The Mayor announced the reappointment of David Lazzo to the Appearance Commission, Jim Quinn to Downtown Housing Improvement Corporation, David West to Fair Housing Hearing Board, reappointment of Peter Benda to Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board, reappointment of Sylvester Davis to the Raleigh Transit Authority as a regular member, appointment of Tim Fletcher as an alternate member to the Raleigh Transit Authority and the appointment of Zack T. Medford to the Substance Abuse Advisory Commission.
RALEIGH TRANSIT AUTHORITY – MICHAEL SUMMERLIN APPOINTED AS CHAIRPERSON.  

During the June 3, 2003 Council meeting, Michael Summerlin was named interim Chairman of the Raleigh Transit Authority.  It would be appropriate to take action on naming a permanent chair.  Mr. Isley moved that Mr. Summerlin be named chair of the Raleigh Transit Authority.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman.  Mr. Kirkman pointed out there has been a meeting since Mr. Summerlin was named interim chair and it went very well.  He stated he feels the 5 year transit plan will be in good hands with Mr. Summerlin chairing the Transit Authority.  The motion as stated was put to a vote and passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

ABC PERMITS – DIRECTION GIVEN TO CITY ATTORNEY
City Attorney McCormick pointed out he had provided Council members with a written report which included a number of items.  He stated the only item that would need Council direction relates to ABC permits that have been requested (Variety Pickup and New Bern Mini Mart).  He stated the Commission is willing to deny temporary permits but will need help in defending that action and he is requesting the Council’s permission to participate in that defense.  Mr. Kirkman moved the Attorney’s recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded Mayor Meeker and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK

MINUTES – VARIOUS - APPROVED AS PRESENTED
Council members received in their agenda packet copies of the minutes of the June 16, 17 and 23 Council meeting.  Mr. Odom moved approval as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

TAX – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
Council members received in the agenda packet a proposed resolution relating to adjusting, rebating and/or refunding penalties, exemptions and relieving interest for ad valorem property taxes.  Adoption of the resolution is recommended.  Mr. Odom moved adoption as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 795.

CLOSED SESSION

PROPERTY PURCHASE – MT. HERMAN ROAD - APPROVED
Mayor Meeker stated a motion is in order to enter closed session pursuant to GS 143-418.11(a)(5) for the purpose of instructing City staff concerning negotiation for properties in the following areas:

1. Multi-operation center site – Mt. Herman Road area.  

Mayor Meeker moved approval of the motion as read.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted and the Council went into closed session at 2:25 p.m.

The Council reconvened in open session at 2:35 p.m.  City Manager Allen explained in closed session Administration advised the Council of the opportunity to purchase 50 acres of property in the Mt. Herman Road area.  He stated this is a site that could be a remote decentralized location for our public utilities, streets, parks and recreation and solid waste.  He pointed out the City had been looking for a location for this purpose and this is one that the City could master plan and would be a real benefit to the City.  He explained the property is owned by Bobby Murray and is appraised at $55,000 per acre.  The City is able to purchase the property for $50,000 per acre and acceptable terms have been negotiated.  The City would put down 25 percent and pay the remaining 75 percent over the next 3 years at 2 ½ percent interest.  Mayor Meeker stated the City Council in closed session voted 8-0 for Administration to proceed with the purchase as outlined.  See Ordinance 472TF97.
RECESS

Mayor Meeker announced the meeting recessed at 2:38 p.m.
Gail G. Smith

City Clerk

Gh/cc7/1/03

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in a regular reconvened meeting on Tuesday, July 1, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 West Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with all Council members present except Mayor Meeker.  Mayor Pro Tem Odom called the meeting to order and the following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

REQUEST AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS
SEWER EASEMENT – 1213 DIXIE TRAIL – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA
Bett and William Padgett, Jr. had requested permission to appear before the Council to request that the City abandon a 50 foot sewer easement on their property at 1213 Dixie Trail and adopt a 20 foot easement.  It was pointed out this request has been withdrawn as it is being handled through Administration.
ENCROACHMENT – MORGAN AND HILLSBOROUGH STREET – TO GO THROUGH ENCROACHMENT PROCESS
Robert Birch and his partner, 1117 Hillsborough Street, pointed out they had purchased the property at the intersection of Morgan and Hillsborough Street which was formerly owned by the A. J. Fletcher Foundation.  They explained they have done a complete commercial renovation of the property.  They presented before and after photos of the property.  They also presented an aerial photo pointing out the area that they would like to have permission to landscape and maintain.  Mr. Shanahan moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Hunt.
City Manager Allen pointed out normally this would go through our regular encroachment process.  He stated however, the Council had asked Administration to look at the possibility of two-waying Morgan Street all the way to Hillsborough Street and this intersection may undergo change if that occurs.  Mr. Bert stated they understand that.  City Manager Allen pointed out they would need to go through our regular encroachment permit process.  City Attorney McCormick pointed out his office had suggested that the issue come to Council.  Mr. Birch is willing to go through the encroachment permit process but because of the possibility of changes at that intersection in the future, the Attorney’s office had suggested they come to the Council first to make sure this is something the Council would like to look at.  After brief discussion, the motion was withdrawn and Mayor Pro Tem Odom suggested the item be received as information and to authorize this request to go through the regular encroachment permit process.
POLICE – ALLEGED MISCONDUCT – REFERRED TO THE CITY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE
Dennis Joseph Ryan presented Council with a packet of information which he had presented previously concerning his allegations of misconduct on the part of various police departments.  He went through the information again.
He explained problems he has had in trying to get a response from the police department pointing out Captain Joyner of the Raleigh Police Department called him on last Friday which was 50 days after he lodged a complaint.  Three days after he petitioned the City Council about the lack of action.  He explained problems he has had with the Raleigh, Cary and Durham Police Departments pointing out he feels a lot of cover-up is going on.  He explained situations of police cars and EMT vehicles with their sirens on approaching him every time he takes his son to the doctor’s office.  That has happened more than a 100 times.  He explained the traumatic impact that has on son.  He talked about doctors’ diagnosis of his son and his feeling that the harassment against him is orchestrated from the top.  He explained when he lived in Durham he had problems with the police department, his son is in college in Louisiana and is having problems there.  He explained his background pointing out he has a PhD., was dismissed from his job and various problems he has had.  He asked that the Council direct the City Attorney to monitor every step of the police department and have Captain Joyner report to the City Attorney.
City Attorney McCormick pointed out he believes Mr. Ryan has met with Captain Joyner and Captain Joyner is doing an investigation and is scheduled to meet with Cary police officers.  Mr. Shanahan questioned if Mr. Ryan is requesting that the City implement a process of investigation or if Mr. Ryan is requesting some specific relief.  Mr. Ryan stated the City Attorney or someone should monitor what the police are doing and try to find out what is going on, again pointing out he has had problems with the police in Raleigh, Cary, Durham and two out-of-state police departments.  Mr. Shanahan again questioned what Mr. Ryan is requesting and what he expects as he is concerned that Mr. Ryan will not be satisfied with any report he receives.  He does not want Mr. Ryan to leave the Council thinking the Council had endorsed the validity of his comments and anticipating a full scale investigation.  He stated he understands Mr. Ryan is crying out for help and he does not want his expectation to be out of line with the type investigation that is ongoing.  Mr. Ryan pointed out he has been to the Governor and his State representatives.  He has tried to hire lawyers, but no local lawyers will touch this, not even the ACLU.  He talked about lawyers he has had to fire and pointed out he just wants what he calls harassment to stop.  Mr. Ryan talked about his discussions with the SBI and he just wants someone to investigate and give him a written account of what is going on and get the harassment to stop.  City Attorney McCormick again indicated he had been in touch with Captain Joyner and he is working on this and has arranged a meeting with Mr. Ryan and Cary Police officers to investigate Mr. Ryan’s allegations.  No further action was taken.
CLAIM – SEWER PROBLEM AT 101 CHATHAM COURT – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
Bill Miller and Elizabeth McCollum were asking the Council to take notice of the delay in investigating a claim for damages from sewer work which allegedly resulted in sewage being forced into Ms. McCollum’s home at 101 Chatham Court in Garner.  Mr. Miller pointed out Ms. McCollum is a teacher at Enloe High School.  She came home from school on March 4 to find a living room full of sewage.  She has been out of the house since that time.  She filed a claim with the City and it was denied.  Mr. Miller pointed out he went down and talked to an insurance investigator and asked what the denial was based on.  He stated they had just a few short lines.  Ms. McCollum appealed the denial and hasn’t heard anything from the City.  He stated there was about $34,000 in damage pointing out she had to pull out the carpet, replace part of the wall, all of her belongings have been boxed up and she has been living with friends.  She stated they would like for the City to expedite their appeal.
Mr. Kirkman pointed out as he understands Ms. McCollum has a backflow valve.  City Attorney McCormick pointed out the decision to the appeal would have been the same no matter when the response was made.  He stated his office took a hard look at the situation pointing out her home is located at the corner of Timber Drive and Chatham.  He stated on the day of the occurrence there was a City truck checking the manholes.  There was a flusher truck working in another location in the general vicinity.  Utilizing a map of the area he pointed out the location of Ms. McCollum’s home, the location of the flusher truck and the flow of the sewage in that area.  He stated they have also talked to the operations people in Garner and they indicated the line has been flushed two or three times in the last two years.  City Attorney McCormick stated he could find no evidence that Ms. McCollum had a backflow device.  He pointed out in the early 1990’s Garner had a program of putting backflow devices on water lines and he thought Ms. Collum participated in that but that would have no bearing on the sewer line.  He pointed out periodically the City tries to get the word out on the necessity of backflow devices.  He stated after investigation of this claim there appears to be no negligence on the part of the City that would allow the City to pay the claim.  In response to questions from various Council members, City Attorney McCormick stated he did not think anyone knows what caused the back up.  There is a manhole in the street in front of her house but no one knows what caused the back up.
Mr. Isley questioned if homeowners insurance would pay for the damage and other discussion took place concerning the location and the flow of the sewage in the area.  Mr. Kirkman stated the fact that she has a backflow device makes him want to look at this further.  City Attorney McCormick again indicated no one knows she does have a backflow device.

Mr. Miller stated the City could simply put a camera down the line and determine if there is a backflow device.  He stated Ms. McCollum doesn’t have the money to have that done herself and if the City delays long enough she is going to loose her house.  He questioned how long it takes the City to reply, pointing out it has been four months, no one still knows whether she has a backflow device and there are conflicting reports on whether flushing was done in front of her house.  Mr. Miller stated he personally went out and talked to people in a nearby house who described the truck that was doing work in front of Ms. McCollum’s house at 7:00 p.m.  He stated there is absolutely no question as to what happened.  Ms. McCollum said she had a backflow preventer installed, the City has the camera why don’t they check.  He pointed out the City had not talked to Wade Judd to determine what he was doing out there that day and the City had not contacted Ms. McCollum.  He stated he went to the insurance adjuster and it didn’t look like there was that much investigation done.  They had only one sheet of paper with one paragraph.

Mr. Odom suggested the City take the camera out and determine if Ms. McCollum has a backflow preventer and send the item to Public Works Committee to receive that report and further discuss the claim.  Mr. Kirkman pointed out having the camera in the line will answer his question as to whether there is any underling problems in the line.  Without further discussion it was agreed to send the camera out to determine if there is a backflow device and report that information to Public Works Committee.
MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING
UNFIT DWELLINGS – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
This was hearing to consider the adoption of an ordinance prohibiting occupancy of the unfit dwellings until repaired to comply with the requirements of the Housing Code and pursuant to the provisions of Section 10-6130 of the Code of the City of Raleigh:
	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NO.
	TIME LAPSE

	712 East Martin Street
	Roger Sessoms
	0023725
	195 Days

	812 Postell Street
	Lessie Coffey Logan
	0005680
	111 Days


Mayor Pro Tem Odom opened the hearing on each case.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearings were closed.  Mr. Kirkman moved adoption of an ordinance declaring the properties unfit.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  (Mayor Meeker absent, but not excused, therefore vote counts in the affirmative.)  See Ordinance 475.

UNSAFE BUILDING – 620 MCMAKIN STREET – HEARING – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider the adoption of an ordinance authorizing the demolition of the unsafe building at 620 McMakin Street pursuant to provisions of Section 10-6054 of the City Code.  The property is owned by Anthony Damron and is known as Tax ID 0026566.  Mayor Pro Tem Odom opened the hearing.  No one else asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Kirkman moved adoption of an ordinance as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  (Mayor Meeker absent, but not excused, therefore vote counts in the affirmative.)  See Ordinance 476.
STREET IMPROVEMENTS – TRYON ROAD/TRAILWOOD DRIVE/SADIE HOPKINS STREET – HEARING – RESOLUTION DIRECTING PROJECT ADOPTED
This was a hearing to receive public input on a proposal to widen Tryon Road (Part B) from Gorman Street to Lake Wheeler Road.  Improvements include paving (wider outside lanes to accommodate bicycle path), curb, gutters and drains with raised plantable median (minimum of 70 feet back to back of curb with 16 foot median) and sidewalks on both sides.  The project also includes improvements to Trailwood Drive, west side, approximately 200 feet north of Tryon Road connecting the existing improvements, consisting of paving, curb, gutter, drains and sidewalks and improvements to Sadie Hopkins Street, both sides, approximately 125 feet south of Tryon Road consisting of paving, curb, gutter and drains.  Assessments will apply.
Engineer Dean Fox, utilizing paper and electronic maps explained the location and proposal.  He talked about signal request going through NCDOT and explained that process.  The Mayor Pro Tem opened the hearing.

Richard Spainhour, Sadie Hopkins Road, pointed out there was a public review and public meeting and some changes were made after that meeting.  He stated the City has been working with representatives of the area and members of the church and they wholeheartedly agreed with the proposal as presented by Engineer Fox and asked the Council to approve it.  No one else asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.

Mr. Kirkman pointed out the public session at Watts Chapel there was discussion about alternate access and questioned if that issue has been addressed.  Engineer Fox indicated they are comfortable with the design under the current proposal.  They are comfortable with the situation and are not requesting additional access at this time.  He stated they are interested in trying to get NCDOT to install the signal.  Mr. Odom moved adoption of a resolution directing the project as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  (Mayor Meeker absent but not excused, therefore vote counts in the affirmative.)  See Resolution 796.
SIDEWALK REPAIRS – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider the following sidewalk repairs.  If following the hearing the Council wishes to proceed with adoption of a resolution directing the repairs, the work will be assessed at 100% of actual cost to the adjacent property owner in accordance with Section 6-2023 of the City Code with payment due upon completion or over a ten year payment option period.
LOCATION
TAX ID NUMBER
APPROXIMATE COST
303 South Dawson Street
0027377
$1,607.00

409 South Dawson Street
0022283
$   174.00

225 West Davie Street
0068214
$3,217.00

403 South Dawson Street
0080554
$   485.00

416 South Dawson Street
0061663
$2,867.00

430 South Dawson Street
0024243
$   180.00

Mayor Pro Tem Odom opened the hearing on each location.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearings were closed.  Mr. Shanahan moved adoption of a resolution directing the repairs as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  (Mayor Meeker absent, but not excused, therefore vote counts in the affirmative.)  See Resolution 797.
STREET IMPROVEMENT – HIGHWOODS BOULEVARD/CAPITAL BOULEVARD – HEARING – RESOLUTION DIRECTING PROJECT ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider public comment on proposed improvements to Highwoods Boulevard/Capital Boulevard from Westinghouse Boulevard to I-440.  The improvements include paving, curb, gutter and drains required to add a second turn lane on southbound Capital Boulevard accessing I-440.  Assessments will not apply.
Engineer Dean Fox explained the project pointing out this is the second phase of the improvements to the area.  Mr. Kirkman asked about pedestrian access in the area.  Engineer Fox indicated the original proposal showed a sidewalk but at the public meetings there was no one on the east side who wanted the sidewalk and the people on the west side did not feel it was necessary.  The Mayor Pro Tem opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Odom moved adoption of a resolution directing the project as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  (Mayor Meeker absent but not excused, therefore vote counts in the affirmative.)  The Mayor Pro Tem ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 798.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, Mayor Pro Tem Odom announced the meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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