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January 21, 2003


CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session on Tuesday, January 21, 2003, at 1:00 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.





Mayor Meeker, Presiding





Mr. Kirkman




Mr. Odom





Ms. Cowell





Mr. Hunt





Mr. Isley





Mr. Shanahan





Mr. West

Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Reverend Ronnie Voss, Family Life Pastor, First Assembly of God.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Council Member Benson Kirkman.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.
RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS

BOOK FAIR – WELLNESS CENTER/BOOKS ARE FUN – CONTRIBUTION RECOGNIZED
Mayor Meeker pointed out recently the City of Raleigh Wellness Center in connection with Books are Fun held a book fair in the Municipal Building to foster and encourage reading.  Rebecca Kirchstein indicated one of the purposes of the book fair was to promote the love for learning.  She stated the book fair was conducted by Connie Craig, Books Are Fun, and they gave the City of Raleigh Wellness Center an opportunity to make a contribution and Mothers Against Drunk Driving was chosen.  Ms. Craig, Books Are Fun, pointed out part of the proceeds from the book sale go to charity.  The book fair was very well received and lots of fun.  They presented a check in the amount of $655 to Paul Bosworth, Wake County Mothers Against Drunk Drivers.
PERSONNEL – MARK COLE – RECOGNIZED

Mayor Meeker recognized Mark Cole, Engineering Department, who was recently awarded his Professional Engineering Designation.  He congratulated Mr. Cole for his efforts.

EXPLORIS MIDDLE SCHOOL – INSIDE OUT RALEIGH – RECEIVED
Shannon Hardy, 7th grade teacher at Exploris Middle School, explained Exploris is a public nontraditional school as it does not separate the disciplines.  She pointed out the students recently conducted a program Raleigh Inside Out – connecting the cell to the individual and individuals to society.  She explained they produced a booklet “Inside Out Raleigh” after holding a series of workshops, etc.  She explained how the students wrote their book.  The various students gave information on the work they did in developing the book, interviews they had, the learning experiences, the challenges, interviewing skills they learned and information they learned concerning the City of Raleigh and the analogy to the cell.
Mr. Kirkman stated he would love to come over to the class and talk to the class about the Public Utilities Department.  He stated after reading some of the booklets he wonders if they got the full story.  He offered his services to Exploris School.

Later in the meeting Mr. Kirkman expressed concern relative to some of the information contained in the booklet stating it had a very negative tone.  Mayor Meeker and others commended the teacher and students for their work and suggested the City Manager read the booklet with Mr. Kirkman again offering his services to work with the school to help correct the information.
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR CELEBRATION – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to Council members and the citizens for turning out for the Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration.  He stated it was one of the best turnouts he had seen.

CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED
Mayor Meeker presented the consent agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion. If a Councilor requests discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the consent agenda and considered separately. The vote on the consent agenda will be a roll call vote.  Mayor Meeker stated he had received a request from Mr. Kirkman to withdraw the item relative to RiverNet.  Mayor Meeker stated he had received two corrections one related to the Street Trees 12-4-02 Ice Storm Project pointing out Council members a rewritten statement showing the correction.  The other correction related to Condemnation of the Glen B. Garcia property.  The address should be 6709 Johnsdale Road.  Without objection those two corrections were made and the item removed from the consent agenda.  Mr. Odom moved that Administration’s recommendations on the remaining items on the consent agenda be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  The items on the consent agenda were as follows.
ANNEXATION REPORTS – 2003 – APPROVED

The City Council previously approved resolutions of intent to consider three proposed City initiated annexation areas. The approved processing schedule for annexation requires adoption of the official annexation reports at the regularly scheduled City Council meeting on January 21, 2003.  This must be done to meet State Statutes which require a minimum of 30 days between report adoption and the public information meeting date(s).  Information meeting dates have been set for February 25 and 26, 2003 followed by a public hearing set for Tuesday, April 1, 2003.  Upon adoption the report will be made available to the public in the Clerk's office.  Generally, the report describes how the proposed annexation areas meet statutory annexation requirements and how the City plans to extend municipal services to the areas.  Also as required by State Statutes, the part of the annexation report describing how the annexation will affect City finances and services, including City revenue change estimates will be delivered to the Clerk of the County Board of Commissioners.
Recommendation:  Adopt the 2003 Annexation Reports.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Resolutions 673, 674 and 675.
ANNEXATION PETITIONS – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

The agenda presented the following petitions for annexation.

	Area Name 
Contiguous
	Petitioner
	Acres
	Proposed Use

	Falls Pointe Office Building/9500 Falls of Neuse Road
	Joseph K Gordon, Conley & Gordon Holdings, LLC
	.89
	Commercial

	Perry Creek Office Park
	John R. Lancaster, Perry Creek Development, Inc.
	36.3
	Commercial

	New Bethel United Church of Christ/4307 Old Poole Road
	Patricia Glenn, Tim Taylor, Sophia M. Sandlin, Mary Sandlin Norwood, New Bethel United Church of Christ
	1.8
	Institutional

	Satellite Petitions
	
	
	

	3008 Dogwood Drive/Atkinson Property 
	Charles Atkinson & Elizabeth Atkinson
	.80
	Existing Residential


Recommendation:
a. That these annexation petitions be acknowledged and Council request the City Clerk to check their sufficiency pursuant to State statutes, and except as noted below, and if found sufficient advertise for public hearings on Tuesday, February 18, 2003.
b. Because the existing residence at 3008 Dogwood Drive is connecting to City sewer only and the other utility is not available at this time, it is recommended that annexation of this property be deferred.
Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

RALEIGH HOUSING AUTHORITY – FIVE-YEAR PLAN CERTIFICATION OF CONSISTENCY – APPROVED

The Raleigh Housing Authority has requested the City Council issue a Certification of Consistency for their Five Year Plan.  The Plan is consistent with Raleigh’s Consolidated Plan that includes efforts by the Raleigh Housing Authority to establish long-range goals to provide affordable housing to very low-income residents.  RHA’s Plan includes a description of long-range goals for capital improvements and policies that support the needs of its residents, the Annual Statement/Performance and Evaluation Report and the Public Housing Drug Elimination Plan.

The Housing Authority has met with agency residents and advertised the document for public comment. The Raleigh Housing Authority has consistently been rated as a “High Performer” by the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to sign a Certification of Consistency with the City’s Consolidated Plan for the Raleigh Housing Authority’s Five Year Annual Plan.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.
REIMBURSEMENT AGREEMENT – PROJECT U–4437 HILLSBOROUGH STREET – APPROVED – BUDGET TRANSFER AUTHORIZED
The North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) has developed an agreement to conduct a project planning and environmental impact study of a possible grade separation of the railroad tracks and the Blue Ridge Road/Hillsborough Street intersection. NCDOT has proposed that the City of Raleigh, North Carolina State University (NCSU), Research Triangle Regional Public Transit Authority (TTA), and North Carolina Railroad (NCRR) participate in the management and cost of this study.  The Arena Small Area Plan recommends a feasibility study of a grade separation as part of an overall transportation plan for the regional rail crossing and station location at the fairgrounds.  The estimated cost of this study is $250,000 with the cost participation as follows:

-  NCDOT


50%
$125,000

-  City of Raleigh

15%
$  39,584

-  NCSU


15%
$  39,583

-  TTA



15%
$  39,583

-  NCRR


  5%
$    6,250

Recommendation:  Approval for the City Manager to execute the agreement and budget transfer.
Transferred From:

505-8524-79001-975
Multi-Modal Terminal
$39,584.00
Transferred To:

505-9123-79201-975
Hillsborough/Blue Ridge-Grade Separation
$39,584.00
Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 363TF85.

SEWER MAIN EXTENSION – RAY ROAD – APPROVED
A request has been received from John T. Jenkins, President of Southtech, representing Fritz Malcolm to extend approximately 784 linear feet of 8-inch sanitary sewer main to service his properties located at 8515 and 8517 Ray Road, from the existing sanitary sewer main in Wapello Lane to the east to his lots.  This extension is outside the City limits and will be built to City of Raleigh standards with the property owner bearing all cost and petitioning the City for annexation.

Recommendation:  Approve the request to extend sanitary sewer in accordance with City of Raleigh standards.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

SEWER MAIN EXTENSION – ROCK QUARRY ROAD – APPROVED
A request has been received from James Montague to extend approximately 3,600 linear feet of 8-inch sanitary sewer main to service his property at 3301 Rock Quarry Road, from the existing sanitary sewer main in Rock Quarry Road located approximately 1,500 linear feet east of Sunnybrook Road.  This extension is outside the City limits and will be built to City of Raleigh standards with the property owner bearing all cost and petitioning the City for annexation.

Recommendation:  Approve the request to extend sanitary sewer in accordance with City of Raleigh standards.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

PARADES – ST. PATRICK’S DAY AND 2003 CHRISTMAS PARADE – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY
Frank Mellage, representing the St. Patrick’s Day Celebration Committee, requests permission to hold a St. Patrick’s Day Parade on Saturday, March 15, 2003, from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

John Odom, representing the Greater Raleigh Merchants Association, requests permission to hold the 2003 Annual Raleigh Christmas Parade on Saturday, November 22, 2003, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. with a rain date of Sunday, November 23, 2003, from 2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Recommendation:  Approval of the routes subject to conditions noted on the reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.
STREET CLOSING – SOUTH BLOUNT STREET/MARCH 15, 2003 – APPROVED

Greg Batchelor, representing Tir na nOg, requests permission to close the 200 block of South Blount Street on Saturday, March 15, 2003, from 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.
PROGRESS ENERGY DOWNTOWN CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS DEVELOPMENT – CONVEYANCE OF AIR RIGHTS – PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZED

Staff is in the final stage of document review necessary to effect the Progress Energy Downtown Corporate Headquarters development. It would be appropriate for City Council to authorize advertisement of a public hearing pursuant to G.S. 160A-273 for its regular meeting on Tuesday, February 4, 2003 to consider conveyance of air rights necessary to effect the project. Other public documents critical to the project that do not require a public hearing will be presented for Council consideration as well.

Recommendation:  Approval of public hearing as requested.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.
GRANT AWARD – URBAN AND COMMUNITY FORESTRY GRANT – APPROVED – BUDGET AMENDMENT AUTHORIZED

It is requested that funding in the amount of $10,000 be accepted from the Urban and Community Forestry Grant to develop Raleigh NeighborWoods, a program to plant new and replacement street trees on the rights-of-way in Raleigh’s residential neighborhoods.
Recommendation:  Acceptance of the Urban and Community Forestry Grant in the amount of $10,000 and approve the necessary budget amendment:  (City match funding is available.)
Revenue Accounts:

810-7304-51317-992
NCDENR Grants
$10,000.00
810-7304-51326-992
City Match
  19,987.00



$29,987.00

Expense Accounts:

810-7304-70101-992
Operational Supplies
$22,227.00
810-7304-70001-992
Office Supplies
1,500.00

810-7304-70201-992
Computer Supplies
960.00

810-7304-70302-992
Printing-Remote
    5,300.00


$29,987.00
Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 363TF85.

GRANT APPLICATION – NC RECREATION TRAILS/BUFFALOE ROAD ATHLETIC PARK TRAIL – SUBMISSION AUTHORIZED

The City is completing the first phase of improvements at Buffaloe Road Athletic Park.  The Buffaloe Creek Tributary of the Neuse River is located in this park.  This tributary is a segment of the Capital Area Greenway Master Plan.  The trail is located on the southern boundary of the natural area identified in the Adopted Master Plan and is proposed to connect to walking trails and the adjoining residential communities.  Council authorization is sought to submit a grant application, by January 31, 2003, for the construction of the Buffaloe Creek Greenway located within Buffaloe Road Park.  The estimated cost of construction is $70,000.  The City’s portion of funding is to be provided from Greenway Development funds. This grant requires a minimum 20% match from the local jurisdiction with a maximum grant award of $50,000.

Recommendation:  City Council to authorize the submission of a 2003 North Carolina Recreation Trail grant for the construction of the Buffaloe Creek Greenway segment located within Buffaloe Road Athletic Park.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.
GRANT APPLICATION SUBMITTAL – NC PARKS AND RECREATION TRUST FUND/BUFFALOE ROAD ATHLETIC PARK – SUBMISSION AUTHORIZED

The City is completing the first phase of improvements at Buffaloe Road Athletic Park.  Authorization is requested to submit a grant application, by January 31, 2003, to construct a portion of the walking trails planned for the Buffaloe Road Athletic Park which will provide handicap access to the natural area and to complete the running/walking track with banked curves, underground drainage, an asphalt surface, and perimeter fencing.  The estimated cost of this work is $482,000.  The City’s matching funds are to be provided from the balance of the funds from the Buffaloe Road Athletic Park construction project, from the balance of funds from other completed 2000 Bond projects, and from the 2000 Bond Reserve account.  This grant is a 50% matching grant up to a maximum award of $250,000.

Recommendation:  City Council to authorize submission of a 2003 North Carolina Parks and Recreation Trust Fund Grant for the construction of park walking trails and completion of the running/walking track at Buffaloe Road Athletic Park.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.
SEWER EASEMENT EXCHANGE – LOWER PIGEON HOUSE BRANCH SEWER REPLACEMENT PROJECT – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

It is requested that the Council authorize the following exchanges of sanitary sewer easements in connection with the Pigeon House Sanitary Sewer Trunk Main Replacement Project and a public hearing as required by statute: KFC National Management Company, Seby B. Jones, Jr. and wife, Elizabeth P. Jones, Timothy U. Westbrook and wife, Rhonda K. Westbrook and Farid Najafi and wife, Marim Najafi.  These property owners would exchange existing sanitary sewer easement areas for new sewer easement areas to the City.

Recommendation:  Approval of exchange of sanitary sewer easements and public hearing in connection with the Lower Pigeon House Branch Sewer Replacement Project with existing privately owned sanitary sewer easement areas.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 676.
CONSULTANT SERVICES – INFORMATION SERVICES TECHNOLOGY STUDY – VARIOUS ACTIONS APPROVED

As part of the Citywide technology study, supplemental staffing for the Information Services Department was recommended.  These three consultant positions are proposed to assist the IS staff with detailed technical planning related to the Disaster Recovery and Direct Internet Access projects as well as the ability to enhance the strategic and longer term technical planning for Citywide  needs.  The consultants are experts in Disaster Recovery, Network Engineering and Security Administration.  This will initiate the proposed changes for the IS Department.

Transfer From:

501-0000-72001-999
Technology Reserve
$164,000.00

Transfer To:

501-9117-70790-975
Contractual Services
$164,000.00
As part of the Citywide technology study, supplemental staffing for the Information Services Department was recommended.  These three consultant positions are proposed to assist the IS staff with detailed technical planning related to the Dynamic Web Gateway project as well as the ability to enhance the strategic and longer term technical planning for Citywide needs.  The consultants are experts in Print Services, Web Architecture/Content Management, and Web Applications.  This will initiate the proposed changes for the IS Department.

Transferred From:

501-0000-72001-999
Technology Reserve
$296,450.00
Transferred To:

501-9118-70790-975
Contractual Services
$296,450.00
Recommendation:  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 363TF85.
ENCROACHMENT – 11200 SALEM GLEN LANE – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

A request has been received from Wake County properties to encroach on City right-of-way at 11200 Salem Glen Lane for the purpose of installing a water fountain.  Council members received a report in their agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approval of the encroachment subject to conditions outlined in Resolution 1996-163 and the following additional conditions:
1. The Owner shall obtain a “Right-of-Way” permit from the Inspection Department prior to installation.

2. The Owner shall contact “NC One Call Center” 48 hours prior to excavation and shall remain 10’ from existing utilities.

3. The encroachment shall meet the approval of the City of Raleigh Transportation Department for sight distance and adequate traffic control signage.

4. The traffic circle and encroachment shall be maintained by the Owner/Homeowners Association.

Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.
BUDGET AMENDMENTS –VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented the following recommended budget amendments:

Community Services - $183,458 – to set up Retired Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) budget to disperse funds to the appropriate line items as specified in the 2003 Grant Year.
Community Services - $281,606 – to set up Foster Grandparent Program (FGP) budget to disperse funds to the appropriate line items as specified in the 2003 Grant Year.
Finance - $250,807 – to reduce the budget to reflect actual Powell Bill funds from the State that were less than anticipated for capital budget purposes.  The State’s allocation of money from the Highway Trust Fund to the General Fund caused this decrease in City Powell Bill funds.
Fire Department - $1,200 – to accept a donation from WalMart for Fire Station 17.
Parks and Recreation - $17,300 – to increase revenues and expenditures to access greater than anticipated revenue from prior years associated with the 2002 PONY National Tournament.
The agenda outlined the revenue and expenditure accounts involved in the recommended budget amendments.

Recommendation:  Approval of the budget amendments as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 363TF85.
REIMBURSEMENT CONTRACTS – THOROUGHFARE FACILITY FEES – VARIOUS – APPROVED

The agenda presented the following thoroughfare facility fee reimbursement contracts.

2002-#13 Thoroughfare Facility Fee

Wynslow Park Holdings, LLC/

Fox Road

Priority II Project

Total Reimbursement $7,256.30
2002-#19 Thoroughfare Facility Fee

Wynslow Park Holdings, LLC/

Fox Road

Priority I Project

Total Reimbursement $8,087.53

2002-#20 Thoroughfare Facility Fee

Wynslow Park Holdings, LLC/

Fox Road

Priority I Project

Total Reimbursement $7,773.07

Recommendation:  Approval of the thoroughfare facility fee reimbursement contracts.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

REIMBURSEMENT CONTRACT – MAJOR WATER AND SEWER – APPROVED

The agenda presented the following major water and sewer reimbursement contract.

Water Area 92 Contract #42

SST, LLC/

Southall Road

Construction of 12 inch and larger water mains 

Total Reimbursement $13,000.00
Recommendation:  Approval of the major water and sewer reimbursement contract.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

CONDEMNATION – JOHNSDALE ROAD SANITARY SEWER EASEMENT – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED

Negotiations are on-going and negotiated settlements may soon be reached in some cases; however, in order to keep the project timeline on track it is recommended that resolutions of condemnation be authorized for the following as it relates to the Johnsdale Road Sanitary Sewer.

John F. and Dorothy H. Roberts, 6705 Johnsdale Road; Nathaniel M. Jackson, Jr. and Mildred Jackson - 6713 Johnsdale Road; Glen V. Garcia, 6709 Johnsdale Road.
Recommendation:  Adoption of resolutions of condemnation.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 677, 678 and 679.
BAILEYWICK PARK – CHANGE ORDER #7/JACOBSEN CONSTRUCTION, INC. – APPROVED
This change order is for increase of $35,668.
Reason:

Additional construction materials and services at Baileywick Road Park.
History:

Original contract amount
$1,742,000.00

Previous net changes (ADD)
$  148,513.57

New contract amount
$1,926,181.57

Budgetary accounts to be amended

Transferred From:

625-8328-79001-975
Capital Project Reserve
$35,668.00

Transferred To:

636-8573-79202-975
Construction
$35,668.00

Recommendation:   Approve change order #7 in the amount of $35,668 and the budgetary transfer.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 363TF85.
CRABTREE 1A PARALLEL PROJECT – CHANGE ORDER #2 – PARK CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC. – APPROVED
This change order is for a net increase of $235,267.68.

Reason:

For the replacement of approximately 150 linear feet of the original 60-inch sewer main just west of the Crabtree Creek Sewer Lift Station.  This main needs to be replaced because of the NCDOT 64 US Bypass Project.

History:

Original contract amount
$1,155,555.55

Previous net changes (ADD)
$304,022.13

New contract amount
$1,694,845.36

Budgetary Accounts to be Amended:

Transferred From:

320-8337-79001-975
Thoroughfare Mains
$174,143.94

325-8831-79001-975
Lower Crabtree Int Parallel
   61,123.74


$235,267.68

Transferred To:

345-8071-79202-975
Crabtree Creek Sewer Parallel
$235,267.68

Recommendation:  Approve the change order in the amount of $235,267.68 and the budgetary transfer.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 363TF85.
SANITARY SEWER MAIN REHABILITATION PHASE III PROJECT – CHANGE ORDER #4/ENVIRONMENTAL PIPE LINE REHABILITATION – APPROVED
This change order is for a net decrease of $9,152.72.

Reason:

For work not included in original contract and 114 additional calendar days.

History:

Original contract amount
$2,024,862.00

Previous net changes (ADD)
$721,335.37

New contract amount
$2,737,044.65

Budgetary accounts to be handled administratively.

Recommendation:  Approve the change order in the amount of $9,152.72 and the time extension of 114 additional calendar days (budgetary accounts to be handled administratively).  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.
STREET TREE ICE STORM PROJECT – CHANGE ORDER #1/T.F.R. ENTERPRISES, INC. – APPROVED

This change order is for a net increase of $1,056,581.
Reason:

The initial work on this project resulted in the removal of many more unsafe trees and hangers than the quantities estimated in the original contract.  Based on the initial work, the projected number of unsafe street trees which endanger or obstruct the public right-of-way increased from a preliminary estimate of 12,400 to a revised projection of about 27,500.

History:

Original contract amount
$   640,400.00

New contract amount
$1,696,981.00

Recommendation:  Approve the change order in the amount of $1,056,581 (budgetary accounts to be handed administratively).  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.

TRANSFERS – VARIOUS ITEMS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
The agenda presented recommended transfers in the departments of Convention Center and Public Utilities Departments.  The agenda outlined the recommended accounts and the reasons for the transfers.

Recommendation:  Approval of the transfers as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 363TF85.

TRAFFIC – VARIOUS CHANGES – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented recommended changes in the traffic code relating to no stopping/no standing zone on Commerce Street and 25 mph speed limit on Jeffries Creek Lane pursuant to criteria outlined in Resolution 1990-633.  The agenda outlined the exact locations involved and the reasons for the recommended changes in the traffic code.

Recommendation:  Approval of the changes in the traffic code.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 364.

END OF CONSENT AGENDA
RIVERNET – WATER QUALITY MONITORING IN THE NEUSE RIVER BASIN – AGREEMENT APPROVED

A proposal has been received from RiverNet for additional water quality monitoring in the Neuse River Basin at the Neuse River Wastewater Treatment Plant.  This data will give a better understanding of the spatial and temporal changes in nutrient flux in this portion of the upper Neuse River Basin and will specifically address any additional groundwater fluxes from the Wastewater Treatment Plant waste application fields.  RiverNet is funded by NCDENR.  The costs requested from the City are for technical support, mounting RiverNet equipment to the Auburn Knightdale bridge, maintenance, supply and current services costs to operate the new RiverNet station.  The cost for the first year is $45,782; the anticipated cost for the second year is $42,782.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the agreement and approve the following budget amendment:
Revenue Account:

310-0000-52863-000
Sewer Capacity Sales – Municipalities
$45,782.00

Expense Account:

310-5290-71008-622
Stream Water Quality
$45,782.00

Mr. Kirkman stated he had withdrawn this item from the consent agenda as he needs to disclose that he is a member of the Advisory Board of RiverNet.  He stated he does not receive payment for these services and questioned if he should participate in voting.  City Attorney McCormick indicated there is no problem with Mr. Kirkman voting on this issue.  Mr. Odom moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Ordinance 363TF85.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Meeker presented the Planning Commission Consent Agenda indicating it would be handled in the same manner as the regular consent agenda.  He pointed out there is only one item on the consent agenda.  Mr. Odom moved approval of the Planning Commission Consent agenda.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  The item on the Planning Commission was as follows.
REZONING Z-54-02 – NORTH BLOUNT STREET – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This request is to rezone approximately 0.18 acre, currently zoned Residential-30 with Historic Overlay District. The proposal is to rezone the property to Office and Institution-1 Conditional Use with Historic Overlay District to remain.
CR-10504 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated January 15, 2003.  Planning Commission upheld on Consent Agenda – Odom/Kirkman – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 365ZC529.

END OF PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA

SP-37-01 – ISLAMIC CENTER EXPANSION – REFERRED TO COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE
This request is to approve a 31,721 square foot addition to an existing church and school complex on a 3.86 acre site, zoned Residential-4.  The addition will primarily serve the school, but will include an auditorium with a seating capacity of approximately 500 which will be used for worship on Fridays, replacing the current worship area inside the gymnasium (capacity 520). This request is also to approve an increase in enrollment to 336 students at the existing private/parochial school on site.  Currently enrollment is 210 students. This site plan exceeds the criteria for administrative approval of site plans for residential institutions in residential zoning districts, Code Section 10-2072(b), and must comply with Code Section 10-2132.2(c)(1)(e).

CR-10505 from the Planning Commission recommends approval with conditions.  Mr. Kirkman pointed out there has been quite a bit of discussion concerning this item.  It is a church in a neighborhood and there are some concerns.  He asked that it be looked at in Comprehensive Planning Committee.  Without objection the item was referred to Comprehensive Planning Committee.
SP-125-02 – NORTHERN TOOL AND EQUIPMENT – REFERRED TO COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

This request is to approve a 24,964 square foot, single story hardware store on 2.9 acres, zoned Thoroughfare District and SHOD-4 (located along US 64). This site is located within 400 feet of a residential use or zone.

CR-10506 from the Planning Commission recommends approval with conditions.  Planning Director Chapman explained the request, the Planning Commission’s discussion and the 10-0 recommendation for approval.  Mr. West stated there was questions about the sign.  They were limited to a low profile sign and that had been appealed.  He stated this probably needs to be looked at in Committee and moved that the item be referred to Comprehensive Planning Committee.  Without objection the item was so referred.
EPA AIR QUALITY COMPLIANCE RESOLUTION – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE; CLERK TO PROVIDE CAMPO MINUTES

During the last Council meeting it was directed that the City Attorney draft a resolution indicating the City of Raleigh would develop goals to comply with EPA air quality guidelines and to place the item on this agenda for consideration of adoption.
Council members received a proposed resolution in their agenda packet.  Mr. Hunt indicated it was his understanding the State originally said that since the Triangle area did not respond in time we were not able to join a compact.  Mayor Meeker stated there was a December 31 cutoff date and at the last CAMPO meeting it was felt this is a very complex issue and the State should make the decision and he thinks the resolution confirms that the State should make that decision.  Mr. Kirkman stated he would like to hold this proposal and work on it a little further.  He stated he and Mr. Hunt had asked to be included and work with the attorney in drafting the resolution.  He stated he thought if they had an opportunity to do that they could be more specific.  Whether the State had decided to include or not include the Triangle area was discussed.  Mr. Odom questioned what would happen if this resolution is adopted and the purpose of the resolution.  City Attorney McCormick indicated these decisions are made region wide and the resolution is saying the City is interested.  Mayor Meeker pointed out there is a CAMPO meeting coming up and further discussion will be held.  Whether the City Council had an opportunity to weigh in was discussed.  Mayor Meeker pointed out at the December 18th Council meeting he announced there was a special meeting of CAMPO and invited all Council members.  He stated at that meeting CAMPO concluded that the State was more knowledgeable to make the decision.  Mr. Odom questioned if the decision and the cutoff date has already passed why we are discussing the issue now pointing out it looks to him as if we are wasting time and paper.  Mr. Kirkman stated there is an opportunity for the City to restate its commitment to clean air.  He stated this issue was discussed at Triangle J it was on and off, hot and cold.  He stated there is a lot of interested groups but no one made a definitive statement.  He stated now we have an opportunity to make a definitive statement; therefore, he would move that this issue be referred to Public Works Committee to see if they could come up with a resolution where the City can make a statement to the State.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Hunt.  Mr. Shanahan asked that Council members be provided copies of the minutes of the CAMPO meeting in which this issue was discussed.  Mayor Meeker pointed out a lot of problem relates to the fact that the reporter who wrote the N&O story did not attend the meeting and the facts were not all together correct.  The motion as stated was put to a vote and passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted and asked that the Clerk provide minutes of the CAMPO meeting to all Council members.

NORTH CAROLINA LEGISLATIVE AGENDA – APPROVED
During the January 7, 2003, Council meeting, Mayor Meeker requested that an item be placed on this agenda to receive a report on the proposed 2003 North Carolina Legislative Agenda from the City Attorney.  The report from the City Attorney was as follows:
1. Blount Street Privatization.  A report will be coming to the new General Assembly session regarding the proposal to get the Blount Street houses now used as state offices back into private hands.  The City should support this idea and any new recommendation or bill that is generated as result of the report.

2. Alcoholic Beverage Control.  The City should seek amendments to Chapter 18B of the General Statutes, the section setting out the regulatory scheme for alcohol sales state wide.  The first change sought should be a simplification of the rules regarding sales in redevelopment areas.  This section was weakened last session to make it more difficult to close stores selling too high a percentage of alcohol.  The second change sought should be a clarification making it clear that the ABC Commission must follow local zoning rules when considering permits and making it cleat that local government has the power to determine where alcohol will be sold and what density of establishments is desirable.  These two changes would dramatically improve the City’s ability to protect neighborhoods and would not unduly impact business.  This would be a state wide bill.

3. Tree Conservation Authority.  Raleigh should once again seek the same tree preservation authority as Cary, Knightdale, and most of the other towns in the county enjoy.  It should be less of a problem getting such a bill introduced in the regular session since the rules for introduction are not as rigid as those for the short session.  This would be a local bill.

4. Unfit Housing.  Raleigh should seek legislation amending G.S. 160A-429 to allow the Inspections Department to order that an unfit dwelling be repaired or demolished.  At the present time the law requires that the owner be given the option of vacating and securing the property as well as the repair and demolition options listed above.  Most owners choose to vacate and board up the property thereby contributing to the unsightly and unsafe number of empty houses, particularly in southeast Raleigh.  This would be a statewide bill due to constitutional restrictions on local acts relating to public nuisances.

5. Preservation of Revenue Sources.  Raleigh should actively oppose any further attempts to eliminate or decrease traditional local government revenue sources.

6. Support for NCLM Legislative Agenda.  The City normally makes a formal endorsement of the League’s adopted agenda.  A copy is enclosed for your review.  An item of particular concern is a proposal for cities to share in sales tax revenue generated by new facilities in the community.  Such a sharing of revenue would be very beneficial to the budget when Raleigh builds a new convention center.  This would be a state wide bill.

7. Electronic Advertising.  The City Clerk has suggested an effort to expand the type of hearings that can be advertised electronically.  She suggests that those hearings already requiring a first class mail notice to those directly affected be advertised to the general public electronically.  This sounds like a reasonable proposal that can save money in the advertising budget without impairing notice to those directly affected.

8. Dix Hill Master Plan.  Although not strictly a legislative item, the City should keep an eye on this process due to its obvious potential for affecting the development of a large and prime parcel of real estate near the city center.

The City Attorney highlighted the memorandum and the issues proposed for the North Carolina Legislative agenda.
Mr. Isley questioned who is the City’s lead lobbyist with it being pointed out it is the City Attorney.  Mr. Isley questioned what the North Carolina League of Municipalities does for the City of Raleigh and what our dues are.  City Attorney McCormick stated they are the lobbyist for the Leagues 15-page program.  He stated they always have two, three or four people at the Legislature most all of the time keeping up with what is being proposed and advising cities or alerting cities of what is coming through the pipeline.  Mr. Isley questioned if the City thought they were a worthwhile group to belong to.  City Attorney McCormick stated he would have to defer to the City Manager on that.  He stated, however, they do provide newspaper updates and legislative reports.  He stated the City of Raleigh probably does not use their services as much as the smaller cities use their services.  Mr. Isley stated the City belongs to the Metro Coalition and questioned if that is an overlap.  City Attorney McCormick stated he did not think so.  He stated the Coalition has not been in existence that long but he does not feel there would be a tremendous overlap.  Mr. Isley questioned the City’s position in trying to preserve revenue resources and the Leagues position on that with City Attorney McCormick responding.  He pointed out the League and the City try to preserve those revenues that North Carolina historically delegates to the cities.  Mr. Isley questioned of the eight items on the proposed legislative agenda if there are any that have conflicting interests.  City Attorney McCormick indicated he did not think so.  He stated, however, it may not have been wise for him to include the issue relative to the Dix property as there may be different feelings on that issue.  He stated whether it is a good or bad idea we need to keep up with what is going on.

Mr. West talked about the use of the North Carolina League of Municipalities and why the City does not use their services as much as other cities.  City Attorney McCormick indicated basically it is because of our size and we are in the fortunate position of having experts on our own staff.  He stated the League runs the Risk Management Program and that is a service that 90 percent of the cities in the State do not have expertise on their own staff to take care of.  The larger cities usually do not take advantage of those programs.  Mr. West questioned if there are more creative ways to utilize the services of the League.  City Manager Allen pointed out he and Executive Director Ellis Hankins had discussed this issue.  He stated most of the larger cities do not depend on the League for services and that is why Mr. Hankins is in support of the Metro Coalition.  City Manager Allen stated he thought part of his charge and Mr. Hankins’ commitment is to look at ways that larger cities could benefit more from the League.  Mayor Meeker pointed out the League has been very active in trying to secure the funding taken away from the cities and Mr. Kirkman has been very active in League affairs.  Mr. Kirkman pointed out Raleigh’s presence is well felt and heard.  He stated some of the things on the City’s legislative agenda is and has been supported by the League and provides a State wide voice.  Mr. Odom moved approval of the Legislative agenda as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker.  Mayor Meeker stated if additional issues come up that the City should take a position the City Attorney should advise the Council immediately.  The motion as stated was put to a vote and passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.
Later in the meeting the City Attorney gave information on the City’s dues to NCLM.  The information was received.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

LAKE BOONE TRAIL EXTENSION – PROJECT DEFUNDED; ITEM REFERRED TO THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
The 2000 Road Bond Program contained a project to extend Lake Boone Trail from its current terminus, west of Blue Ridge Road, to the newly constructed Edwards Mill Road Extension.  The proposed extension is shown on the Adopted CAMPO Thoroughfare Plan approved by the City and the NCDOT.  The cost of the proposed extension of Lake Boone Trail was estimated to be $1.5 million dollars, ($300,000 for design and right of way acquisition and $1,200,000 for construction).  These costs were based on the State of North Carolina dedicating rights of way across State property at no cost to the City. 

The State Property Office has advised the City that it will not dedicate the right of way to the City at no charge unless the street is moved to the north along a stream that flows through the property.  The staff report included in the agenda packet indicated this option would result in a significant increase in project costs, significant impacts to adjacent properties and the environment, and would likely create difficulties in obtaining the necessary environmental permits.  In preliminary discussions, the State Property Office has suggested that the rights of way might be purchased from the State for approximately $800,000.  Costs associated with either option are well above the funding budgeted for the project.  With the State's refusal to dedicate the right of way for the project at no cost to the City, the City has two options: 1) Remove the project from the Capital Improvements Program and utilize the remaining funding (approximately $1.3 million dollars) to construct or accelerate construction of other street improvement projects.  2) Increase project funding by $800,000 to fund the purchase of the right of way from the State.

Recommendation:  That the City Council authorize removing the Lake Boone Trail Extension project from the Capital Improvements Program and utilize the remaining funding (approximately $1.3 million dollars) to construct or accelerate construction of other street improvement projects.
Mr. Odom questioned what the State is trying to do pointing out here the City has an opportunity to build a road that will benefit the State.  It doesn’t make sense that the State does not want to participate.  The State has given the City an alternate plan but DWQ will never allow the City to cross the creek so the alternate plan is no good.  The extension of Lake Boone Trail is important to the area and the longer we wait the harder it will be to get the road constructed.
Mr. Kirkman pointed out the road extension is the part of the approved State Government Master Plan for the area.  The road is important to the circulation in the area and he feels it should be constructed.  He suggested that a Committee take a look at this issue to see if there is an opportunity for feedback from the State.  He pointed out Lake Boone Trail Extension is a part of the Thoroughfare Plan; therefore, CAMPO should talk about this issue also.  He definitely feels there should be more discussion.
Ms. Cowell pointed out if Lake Boone Trail Extension is not constructed, Blue Ridge Road will have to take up the slack and will get a lot of traffic.  She questioned if we have information or the implication of not building the road will have on Blue Ridge Road.  Mr. Hunt moved the item be referred to Public Works Committee.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman.

Mr. Odom pointed out next year’s budget is going to be tough; however, he is not willing to take the road off the Comprehensive Plan but until the State decides to help and provide the right-of-way at no cost he does not feel the City should try to construct the road.  Mr. Isley questioned what typically occurs when State land is needed for a road construction project.  City Manager Allen explained it is hoped that the State would see Lake Boone Trail Extension as a benefit for the land around the arena.  He thought we would be able to work with the State and hoped that the State would move forward and donate the right-of-way.  Mayor Meeker stated maybe we could get someone from the State Property office to discuss this issue maybe it would make sense for someone from the City to speak to the State Property Officer.  How the City should proceed and what would give the City best leverage was discussed.  City Manager Allen pointed out if the City Council voted to remove the funding unless the State donates the right-of-way there maybe more leverage.  Mr. Kirkman asked about having Mr. Henderson and Mr. Poole and/or others from the State Property office come and talk to the Council concerning the issue.  He stated normally they do not just make these decisions independently they are getting their direction from someone else; therefore, he believes it would be good if the Council would ask representatives of the State to come over and maybe have someone from the State DOT and have a general conversation concerning the issue.  Conversation took place concerning the importance of the road, the impact of not building the road and the importance of the road to help the traffic around the RBC Center.  Mr. Isley stated he would support what the City Manager recommended.  He questioned when the City is going to stand up to the State instead of just letting the State do what it wants to do.  Last year they took the City’s money and the City is doing nothing and at some point, the City must stand up.  Mr. Isley moved that the Council go with the City Manager’s recommendation to take Lake Boone Trail off the plan as funded but not take Lake Boone Trail Extension off the Comprehensive Plan and invite representatives from the State to the table to discuss the issue further.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Meeker.  Mr. Kirkman stated that is like rolling over and playing dead.  He feels we should ask representatives from the State to come and tell us why they do not want to be partners in this project.  What action would give the City best leverage was talked about as was whether the City has enough information to make an informed decision was talked about.  Why the State made this decision was also talked about with City Manager Allen pointing out he thought they were probably looking at the roadway construction detracting from the particular parcel of land and not looking at the entire area or the traffic needs of the entire area.  The motion as stated was put to a vote and passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.
Mr. Kirkman stated we need to get representatives from the State to discuss this item with the Council; therefore, he would move that the item be referred to Public Works Committee.  In response to questioning it was pointed out this land is allocated to the Agricultural Department.  Without further discussion the issue of Lake Boone Trail Extension and partnering with the State to construct the road was referred to Public Works Committee.
FOREST RIDGE PARK – PLANNING PROCESS – AUTHORIZED
In order to move forward with discussions and development of a lease agreement with US Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) it is necessary to develop a formal planning process that incorporates the desires of ACOE, directions of the City Council, further Council and citizen participation and other entities.  A current report was included for City Council in the backup package.

Recommendation:  Authorization to develop a formal process for the development of a plan for Forest Ridge Park that meets the needs of ACOE.  City Manager Allen explained the proposal.  Mr. Odom moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.
LEGISLATIVE AGENDA – FEDERAL – APPROVED AS AMENDED
Contract discussions with Capitol Link, Inc. have been completed and an agreement executed for them to represent the City on Federal issues and funding opportunities.  They officially begin on February 1, 2003.  City departments have been contacted and we have worked with Capitol Link in drafting a proposed Federal legislative agenda for Council consideration.  It will be helpful if Council can finalize and approve this agenda at the Council meeting.  Council members received a copy of the proposed legislative agenda in their packets.

City Manager Allen pointed out the City staff took the Council’s budget goals and tried to convert that into grant oriented opportunities.  He stated staff has identified some policy issues and if the Council approves, Administration will refine the statement so that Capitol Link, Inc. can proceed.  Mr. Odom moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West.
Mr. West stated he feels that the proposal as presented is on the right track but there are other projects that may be good candidates.  He stated he does have a couple of items related to Southeast Raleigh which relate to funding for economic development entities or faith based initiatives.  He stated he would like that to be tagged under other projects.  Mr. Odom accepted that as a friendly amendment.  Mr. Kirkman questioned if Mr. West is talking about economic development or faith based initiatives for the southeast quadrant only as he feels there are other parts of the City that need economic development help.  Mayor Meeker stated he felt the City would accept grants for any part of the City.  The motion as amended was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.
The approved legislative agenda is as follows:

City of Raleigh, North Carolina

Federal Legislative priorities
(approved by the Raleigh City Council January 21, 2003):

The City Council has approved a list of strategic priorities to help evaluate the City’s annual expenditures in the budget process:

Council Budget Priorities (from Resolution 2002-233 adopted 1/2/2002)

· Public Safety.  The provision of the best possible public safety departments to ensure a safe and secure city and to preserve public and private property today and into the future.

· Water and Sewer Service.  The provision of adequate facilities to collect and treat sufficient drinking water for its citizens and to provide adequate facilities to collect and treat wastewater produced by the city’s residents and businesses.

· Transportation.  The provision and maintenance of a transportation system sufficient to allow the citizens of Raleigh to move freely about the area today and in the future.

· Cultural, Recreation, Air and Water Quality.  The provision of cultural, recreational, air and riparian water quality protection mechanisms and natural areas for the enjoyment of the citizens.

· Growth Management.  The provision of a regulatory program that will allow the city to continue to grow and to grow in a manner that provides for protection of the citizens while promoting continued economic development.

The Council has approved a list of important projects as candidates for special Federal funding, as follows, categorized by local goal, in priority order within each category:

	Local Strategic Goal
	Federal Strategic Goal
	Project
	Description
	Funding Needs
	Federal Strategy

	Public Safety
	Homeland Security, First Responder
	New Fire/Police Headquarters
	New higher-security, technology-enabled structure to house Police and Fire Protection functions, will enable better First Responder capability, allow new district policing (community policing) plan to be implemented.
	$16.5 Million for construction of new fire/police headquarters
	Seek authorization before going to Appropriations Committee

	
	
	Remote Hot Site - Off-site Emergency Data Center
	Implementation of server site to back up City public safety and emergency response data and make accessible in case of major damage to main server site.  City has invested over $600,000 in technology plan and has budgeted $1.8 million over 2 years for disaster response technology.
	$1 Million for servers, network improvements, fiber optic communications
	COPS, Dept. of Commerce, Homeland Security

	
	
	Regional Fire and Emergency Training Center
	Partnership between several local municipalities, major universities, Durham, Orange and Wake Counties, and the Raleigh-Durham Airport Authority to establish a state-of-the-art shared regional training facility to expand capabilities of first responders
	$10 Million for new regional Fire and Emergency Training facility
	Seek authorization before going to Appropriations Committee

	
	
	Police Training Center
	New, state-of-the-art training center for advanced police training and special operations training. 
	$4.4 Million for new police training center
	Seek authorization before going to Appropriations Committee

	Growth Management
	Affordable, Quality Housing, economic development, downtown development
	Hope VI Grant – Chavis Heights
	Grant to replace 50’s era public housing project with neighborhood designed to maximize integration with surrounding neighborhoods.
	Support existing $20 Million Raleigh Housing Authority grant proposal
	Lobbying effort to support this program

	
	
	Fayetteville Street Mall Renovation and Redesign
	Re-design and construction of 70’s era pedestrian mall to re-open to limited traffic and transit.  Major recommended project of community Livable Streets coalition of downtown property owners, City, Progress Energy, community groups.  Consultant engaged by City to develop detailed costs and design development.
	$8 Million to re-open pedestrian mall to limited traffic and transit, improve streetscapes
	Break down into components, seek funding for each year’s project.

	
	
	Federal Building surplus property return
	Return Federal surplus property (large underutilized parking area) to City for implementation of redevelopment plan for block, targeting infill housing adjacent to Moore Square National Register Historic District
	Return federal property to city
	Lobbying effort to encourage return of property

	
	
	Garner Road/ Jamaica Drive Redevelopment Areas Implementation
	Implementation plan for infrastructure associated with industrial area brownfield redevelopment plan (assessment and plan funded by EPA), and with downtown housing site. 
	$5 Million for redevelopment plan implementation
	Brownfield program is funded, but deadline for application this year has passed.

	
	
	Southeast Raleigh Economic Development Corporation
	Solicit Federal support for the establishment of an economic development agent to be a catalyst for new job centers in Southeast Raleigh
	Seek support for establishment of economic development corporation
	(Added at Council table)

	
	
	Faith-Based Initiative support – Southeast Raleigh
	Seek Federal support for faith communities providing human service and economic development support for the Southeast Raleigh Community. 
	Explore grant opportunities to support existing and emerging faith-based programs
	(Added at Council table)

	Transportation
	Transportation, Sustainable Development, Economic Development
	Full Funding for Commuter Rail System – Triangle Transit Authority
	Fully fund the construction costs for regional commuter rail system with construction of at least 5 stations in City in Phase 1.  TTA has completed environmental impact and engineering assessment, and anticipates operations beginning in 2007.
	Remainder of Triangle Transit Authority funding package for $700 million Phase 1 Regional Rail Service
	Lobbying effort to support this program

	
	
	Intermodal Transportation Hub Management and Implementation Plan
	Partnership between Triangle Transit Authority, City, NCDOT, Amtrak to construct intermodal transfer facility in downtown location to serve regional commuter rail, intercity rail, regional bus and local bus transit.  Site is located in a City redevelopment study area. Major feasibility study funded by partners recommends detailed management and implementation plan as next step.
	$300,000 for recommended intermodal  center management and implementation plan
	Funding should be available for this project

	
	
	Transit Maintenance Facility Improvement
	Expansion and upgrade to 20-year-old bus transit maintenance facility for combined 76-vehicle fleet.  Will incorporate state-of-the art air quality maintenance equipment.
	$3.5 Million for upgrade to Transit Maintenance Facility
	Combine with Intermodal project as a package

	
	
	Hillsborough Street Partnership
	Public / Private Partnership involving NCSU, Local homeowners association, local business association, NCDOT and City to re-design segment of thoroughfare near North Carolina State University as a walkable community, utilizing roundabouts and streetscape improvements.  ITE 2002 Best Practices award winner. City has expended $400,000 on Phase 1 construction.  State Board of Transportation has approved $700,000 grant for engineering of remaining phases.
	$16 million for construction of remaining 7 projects including roundabout construction, streetscapes, sidewalks and utility renovations
	Break down into components, seek funding for each year’s project. 

	
	
	Computerized Traffic Control System
	Upgrade and expansion of computerized traffic control network.  436 out of 470 intersections currently controlled by system.  Improvements will optimize management of traffic for air quality purposes.


	$24 Million for upgrade and expansion of computerized traffic control system
	Possible funding under Intelligent Transportation Systems program

	Cultural, Recreation, Air and Water Quality
	Water Quality, NPDES Program, Wetlands Protection, urban parks, trails systems
	Neuse River Park Greenway Projects
	Greenway development along Neuse River as part of 17-mile linear Neuse River Park System.  City has completed major planning contract, has obtained state grant for acquisition of property.  City has acquired substantial amount of land along river, developed several miles of greenway and has invested in improvements to two riverside parks.
	$4.7 Million for greenway from Falls Lake to Capital Area Soccer League fields.
	Funding exists.  Good candidate

	
	
	Drainage Basin Studies
	Complete Stormwater Drainage Basin Studies for Walnut Creek, Crabtree Creek, Neuse River and 6 tributaries.  City has already spent $1.6 million on 17 tributary basin studies.
	$3.7 million for nine additional stormwater drainage basin studies
	Substantial grants funding exists for these programs

	
	
	Pigeon House Branch stormwater structures
	Implementation of basin study recommendations to construct structures for water quality and flooding control on urban creek.  Includes construction of 5 wet detention ponds, stream stabilization, stormwater bmp retrofit projects and bmp at City sanitation truck yard. Pigeon House Branch is on EPA Impaired Waters list.
	$8.5 Million for various water quality and stormwater improvements recommended in prior basin study
	Funding exists for these programs.  Good candidate

	
	
	Pigeon House Branch Greenway connector study
	Greenway connector project between Crabtree Creek, the major urban stream flowing into the Neuse River, and downtown Raleigh via Pigeon House Branch.  This enhancement is related to Pigeon House Branch Stormwater Structures noted above, and responds to City Council initiative to create urban loop trail systems
	$200,000 for feasibility study and design
	Should be packaged with stormwater program for Pigeon House Branch.

	
	
	Chavis Park Improvements
	Renovations and improvements to Chavis Park, adjacent to Chavis Heights Hope VI grant candidate.  Implement Master Plan recommendations.  Park contains City’s second historic Denzel Carousel.


	$750,000 for renovations to urban park
	Candidate for UPARR grant

	
	
	Pullen Park Master Plan Implementation
	Renovations and improvements to historic urban park, last renovated in 1970’s. City has invested in major community planning effort resulting in overall master plan for historic downtown park and lake.  New partnership group has formed (Friends of Pullen Park).  Park contains valuable historic 1911 Denzel carousel and CP Huntington miniature train. 
	$17 Million for implementation of Pullen Park Master Plan
	May need authorization

	
	
	Walnut Creek Wetlands Park
	Community Partnership with Partners for Environmental Justice and city to create an interpretive wetlands park, preserve major wetland areas and make wetlands accessible to public.  City has recently approved contract to architect for design development of education center
	$3.7 Million for construction of education center in first phase
	No grant money available any longer, but may be demonstration grant possibility through EPA

	Water and Sewer Service
	Homeland Security, water supply protection, water quality
	Biosolids dewatering expansion
	Substantial expansion of biosolids dewatering program at Neuse River Wastewater Treatment Plant to reduce the need to spray sewage sludge on adjacent fields.  City is attempting to diversity its biosolids program to balance new methods with traditional land application processes.
	$5 Million for major expansion of biosolids dewatering system
	Possible earmark through Corps of Engineers

	
	
	Water System Security enhancements
	Modeling and development of a plan for distribution system security measures to address homeland security issues.  Security at water and wastewater plants has been upgraded.  Distribution system still vulnerable.
	$300,000 for modeling and planning for water distribution system security
	Grant funding exists for this type of program


Other Projects that are supported by the City Council:

Several projects have been mentioned for possible inclusion on the priority list, but have not been included in the draft list because no defined project is pending, the project may be a good candidate for a specific grant that can be applied for in the normal course of business, or the project is likely to be completed in other ways.  These projects are of interest to the City and if support becomes available for them, the Council requests that such support be pursued:

· Completion of Crabtree Greenway

· 3-year update of aerial photography for entire city

· Century Post Office – Central library proposal

· Alternative Fuel vehicle fleet enhancements – low sulphur fuels – distribution facility  

· Energy Management – Comprehensive Energy Audit 

· School System partnerships-new prototype buildings-intergovernmental cooperation

· After-schools program 

· Mordecai Historic Park improvements - Homes of Presidents Grants

· Neuse River Bridge

· HOV Lanes and Traffic Demand Management on I-40 and I-540

Policy Issues:

The City Council supports the following policy positions:

· Homeland Security – City supports release of $3.3 Billion appropriations related to Homeland Security and First Responder initiatives

· Aging Infrastructure – City supports establishment of federal program to fund upgrades to substandard aging infrastructure.

· TEA-21 reauthorization – City supports reauthorization and funding of this program

· Conservation and Reinvestment Act – City supports full funding for historic preservation elements

· Telecommunication funding – City supports additional telecommunication funding for larger cities…most existing funding is targeted at rural areas

· FCC Activities – Recent rulings of FCC have favored cable companies over municipalities.  These rulings have reduced the ability of cities to negotiate franchise agreements.  City supports more level playing field for cities with cable franchisees.

· Public Safety Training – New training funding is needed for firefighters, EMS personnel and police officers to be able to respond to a variety of threats related to homeland security

NEUSE RIVER WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT – REORGANIZATION AND RECLASSIFICATION – APPROVED
Currently the responsibilities for waste treatment and reuse are combined in the Public Utilities Waste Treatment Plant Division.  With recent growth, demand and responsibilities, it is appropriate to divide this division into a Waste Treatment Division and a Reuse Division.  It is recommended that the current Reuse Supervisor position (5230-607, #004052), pay grade 35, in the Waste Treatment Plant Division, be reclassified to Reuse Superintendent, pay grade 38.

Recommendation:  Approve the reorganization of the Reuse Division and reclassification of this position, respectively.  City Manager Allen explained the proposal.  Mayor Meeker moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman.  Ms. Cowell pointed out the Council is waiting for the final report from our consultants relative to the Wastewater Treatment Plant and we do not know what that will show and questioned if these reclassifications and giving raises to people is premature and would cause a problem if when the report comes in indicating these people maybe have been a part of the problem.  She stated she is a little uncomfortable with moving ahead with reclassifications and pay raises at this time.  City Manager Allen pointed out this does not give anyone a raise it is just a change in the positions.  All eligible candidates would apply.  This proposal does not automatically raise any particular employee.  Mr. Kirkman pointed out as he understands this follows the recommendation from the consultant relative to chain of command and accountability.  Mayor Meeker pointed out he had encouraged the City Manager and the Public Utilities Director to implement any changes that are being recommended that are not in question.
Mr. West pointed out the Council had approved a full-scale compensation classification study and questioned where that is time wise.  City Manager Allen pointed out that was approved by the City Council but was put on hold during the budget crisis; however, it has been released and there is an administrative team reviewing the RFP’s.  He stated he felt we are some 6 to 8 months away from completion.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

NORTH CAROLINA FALLEN FIREFIGHTERS MEMORIAL – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

The NC Fallen Firefighters Memorial planned for Nash Square has been reviewed by the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board, Raleigh Historic Districts Commission, Appearance Commission, Arts Commission, and neighbors of the Square.  Comments are included in the agenda backup.  The Fallen Firefighters Foundation has revised the original proposal to address concerns about the location within Nash Square, scale, materials and design.  Impact on the trees has been investigated and suggestions made to mitigate this impact.

Recommendation:
1. Confirm the location of the Memorial in the center of Nash Square and recommended changes in scale, design and materials as included in the revised proposal.  This will allow design, schedule and more detailed cost estimates to proceed.
2. Oversight by appropriate City Departments (Parks and Recreation, Inspections, Engineering and Planning) to insure a successful project and compliance with recommendations, existing codes, best practices, etc.

3. Consider the level and form of City participation at some future date when schedule and cost estimates have been refined.
City Manager Allen pointed out a lot of work has been done with the various stakeholders.  There has been a change in scale, material, etc.

Captain Andy Woodall pointed out this process started in February 2001.  He stated they have met with various City and State groups and it has been quite a process.  He stated they love Nash Square, it’s a great location and one of the most historic in the City and the State.  He talked about the approvals pointing out he felt all final approvals have been given by the State.  Captain Woodall explained the various groups which have approved the proposal.  Whether additional approvals are needed was talked about by the City Attorney.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the recommendations as outlined on the agenda and with the understanding the City Attorney would check to see if there are other groups which need to give their approval before moving ahead with the understanding the Firefighter’s Association would get any final approvals from those groups before moving ahead.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom.
Mr. Kirkman complimented Captain Woodall on the work that has been done pointing out you can almost envision this memorial in Nash Square it does fit in the environment and the context of the Square.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE ARTS COMMISSION

ARTS COMMISSION – FY-2002 ANNUAL REPORT – RECEIVED

Alec Donaldson and Melinda Baren, Arts Commission, presented the FY 2002 Annual Report.  Mr. Donaldson highlighted the report and talked about the success of the Red Wolf Ramble and their work with TV Land on the statue of Andy Griffith.  He stated the Arts Commission had recommended and the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board had concurred with placing the statue in Pullen Park between the carousel and Howell Lake.
Ms. Baron pointed out they expect the statue to generate a lot of publicity for the area and told of a recent bibliography concerning Ron Howard and explained at the end of the show they talked about the City of Raleigh and the statue.

Rob Pelizzi and Karen Levy, TV Land, pointed out in viewing the various sites in Raleigh the site that most felt like Mayberry is Pullen Park between the carousel and Lake Howell.  He explained the statue which shows Andy Griffith at 6’9” and Opie at 3’9” tall.  He stated the base options are being discussed.  He stated at this point they do not have a copy of how the plaque would read but showed an example of the plaque on the Mary Tyler Moore statue.  He stated all costs will be covered by TV Land including the dedication ceremony, maintenance, copy write, retention, etc.  They are asking that the City of Raleigh help coordinate the dedication of the statue, install lighting, base lighting and maintenance of the grounds.  He stated they are in the process of soliciting sculptures or artists and they have received 15 from North Carolina.
Mayor Meeker moved approval of the site and the proposal as outlined by Mr. Pelizzi and asked the Arts Commission and Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board to continue working with TV Land.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman.  Mr. Kirkman pointed out the Pullen Park Master Plan includes some type of public art.  City Attorney McCormick asked that the motion be clarified to indicate that the Council is approving the location and he would work with the group to bring back the final contract relative to the proposal.  The motion as clarified was put to a vote and passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.
MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

PU 2003-1 – EDWARDS MILL ROAD/LAUREL HILLS ANNEXATION AREA – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider the installation of approximately 6,600-lineal feet of 6 inch and 8-inch water main in Edwards Mill Road/Laurel Hills Annexation area with assessments to apply on a per lot basis (PU 2003-1).  The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Odom moved adoption of a resolution directing the project as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 680.
PU 2003-2 – EDWARDS MILL ROAD/LAUREL HILLS ANNEXATION AREA – HEARING – RESOLUTION DIRECTING PROJECT ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the installation of approximately 15,700-lineal feet of 8-inch sanitary sewer main in Edwards Mill Road/Laurel Hills Annexation area with assessments on a per lot and/or area served basis (PU-2003-2).  The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Odom moved adoption of a resolution directing the project as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 681.
SEWER EASEMENT EXCHANGE – THE ENCLAVE AT FORESTVILLE FARMS PHASE 10 SUBDIVISION – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider a request to exchange sanitary sewer easements relating to the Enclave at Forestville Farms Phase 10 Subdivision.  The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Odom moved adoption of a resolution authorizing the exchange as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 682.
ANNEXATIONS – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the following petitioned annexations.  If following the hearings the Council wishes to proceed it would be appropriate to adopt ordinances annexing the properties effective June 30, 2003 and a resolution placing the properties in the appropriate electoral districts.

Location
Electoral District
Heritage Manor, Phase 2 & 3
C

8501 & 8601 Falls of Neuse Rd., Totilness Enterprises
A

Poyner Place Shopping Center
B

Cymen Commons
C
The Mayor opened the hearing on each area.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearings were closed.  Mr. Odom moved adoption of ordinances annexing the properties effective June 30, 2003 and adoption of a resolution placing the properties in the appropriate electoral district.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Ordinances 366, 367, 368, 369 and Resolution 683.
EVIDENTIARY HEARING
SU-6-02 – SCHWETZ SADLACK’S HEROES – HEARING – APPROVED; TO BE PLACED ON FEBRUARY 4 AGENDA
This was a hearing to consider a request from Rose Schwetz, Sadlack’s Heroes, for outdoor amplified music for Sadlack’s Heroes at 2116 Hillsborough Street for various dates (SU-6-02).  The City Clerk swore in those persons who planned to speak.

Planning Director Chapman (sworn) pointed out Council members received the following memorandum summarizing the staff findings.
1. The establishment’s proximity to residential areas, schools, churches, and health care facilities.
The business has been in operation for more than 25 years and is not directly adjacent to residential uses; however, there is an existing and an established residential neighborhood to the north of Enterprise Street.  The land uses on Enterprise Street consist of business, residential uses, religious institutions and student housing.  Hillsborough Street consists of mixed uses, mainly commercial.  North Carolina State University is located across Hillsborough Street to the south.  Churches in the area are the Church of the Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints adjacent to the north of the site, Pullen Memorial Baptist Church at the corner of Hillsborough Street and Cox Avenue, Church of Christ the Comfort on Oberlin Road and a religious institution on Ferndell Lane.  There is no health facility in the vicinity.
2. The establishment’s history of compliance with noise and nuisance laws.
There is no history of noise or nuisance violations against the host establishment for either their day-to-day operations.
3. Access with respect to pedestrian and automotive safety, traffic flow, emergency service.
The event will not be located within the public right-of-way.  All proposed activity will be on private property.  Vehicular, pedestrian and emergency vehicle access will remain unobstructed.
4. Intensity including such considerations as size, location, hours and/or conditions of operation, and number of participants.

Musicians are to be located to direct amplification toward Hillsborough Street and away from the residential areas to the north. Amplified musical events will take place on Friday and Saturday evenings from 3:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.  In addition to this, 15 Sundays are requested for special fundraising events and charity events throughout the year. These would start no earlier than 3:00 p.m. and conclude no later than 9:00 p.m.  All events are proposed to be located entirely on private property. A large percentage of patrons are pedestrians from adjoining neighborhoods.
5. Landscaping, screening, fencing with respect to protecting affected properties from anticipated noise, loss of privacy, and glare; preserving of important natural features, or harmonizing the request with affected properties.

The business parking area is in the rear of the site and landscaping is provided in accordance with the retrofit standards of the landscape ordinance.  A closed fence with buffering is also located adjacent to the residential institutional use to the north and the commercial use to the east.
6. Control or elimination of noise, dust vibration and lighting.

The application states that noise levels will not exceed City Codes.  No additional lighting is proposed outside.  No additional dust is anticipated to be generated by this proposal.
7. The proposed use will not adversely impact public services and facilities such as parking, traffic, police, etc., and that the secondary effects of such uses will not adversely impact on adjacent properties.  The secondary effects would include but not be limited to noise, light, stormwater runoff, parking, pedestrian circulation and safety.

No expansion of the music is proposed in the parking areas or in the public right of way. The City Council may consider additional evidence to determine conformance with this finding.

Mr. Hunt questioned if and how the neighbors were notified with it being pointed out they were notified by first class mail.

Rose Schwetz, sworn, stated she would be glad to answer questions and it is her opinion that the application meets all the code requirements.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Odom moved approval of the request.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Shanahan and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted pointing out the item will appear on the February 4 agenda for consideration of findings of facts and conclusions of law.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE

BUDGET AND ECONOMIC AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

SCATTERED SITE POLICY – REVIEW – INFORMATION RECEIVED
Mayor Meeker reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee has received the draft proposed Scattered Site Policy and is currently reviewing the document.  Staff has been instructed to circulate the proposed policy to specific groups to seek public comment.  Once received, these comments will be compiled and a report will be made to Council for consideration of a public hearing.  A copy of the proposed policy and the former Southeast Raleigh Improvement Commission comments were included in the agenda packet.  The report was received without comment.
PERSONNEL – RECLASSIFICATION IN CITY MANAGER’S OFFICE – APPROVED
Mayor Meeker reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends approval of the City Manager’s reclassification request for the vacant Senior Operations Analyst position, Pay Grade 36 to a Strategic Projects Manager position, Pay Grade 39.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.
CONDEMNATION – 111-113 AND 117-119 COOKE STREET – APPROVED
Mayor Meeker reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends that condemnation proceedings be authorized for 111 - 113 Cooke Street and 117 - 119 Cooke Street in order for the site to be utilized for planned redevelopment purposes.  The property is a part of the New Bern/Edenton/College Park Redevelopment Plan.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.
RALEIGH NEIGHBORHOOD SUMMIT – FINDINGS – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget and Economic Committee recommends that the Raleigh Neighborhood Summit findings be reported out of Committee with no action.  He stated the group asked that they have more time to discuss this issue.  Without objection the item was removed from the agenda.
HILLSBOROUGH STREET PLAN – PHASE 1 – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA
Mayor Meeker reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends that this item be reported out of Committee with no action.  Mayor Meeker pointed out the City has passed a resolution as has CAMPO.  He stated we hope to have a final decision soon and at this point we will just report the item out with no action taken.  Without objection the item was removed from the agenda.
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. PARK – LAND ACQUISITION – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends that the item Martin Luther King, Jr. Park – Land Acquisition be reported out of Committee with no action.  There is nothing pending on the issue at this point.  Without objection, the item was removed from the agenda.
FAYETTEVILLE STREET MALL – FUNDING – REFERRED TO BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends the item Fayetteville Street Mall be reported out of Committee with no action.  He stated this will become a part of the Livable Streets Program and there are no actions required at this point.

Mr. Shanahan stated he thought the item was in Committee to determine how to pay for the opening of Fayetteville Street Mall as that is part in parcel of the decision that was made and he feels the priorities should be decided.  Mr. Shanahan stated the Council should designate someone from the City to be putting that together.  Mr. Shanahan pointed out he read in the paper that the Mayor met with the County representatives about how to get money for the new Convention Center and he was surprised at that.  He stated he thought somebody or some group should take the issue of how to fund that item and he was surprised to see the discussions going on.  Mr. Meeker stated he would be glad to take the item back in Committee maybe we had forgotten why the issue was referred to Committee in the first place.  Mayor Meeker stated he met with Herb Council of the County Commissioners to talk about when the process for funding of the Convention Center should start.  He stated the funding question would follow the process that is in place as it relates to the Hotel/Motel Meals Tax.  Mayor Meeker stated without objection he would refer the question of funding of Fayetteville Street Mall opening back to the Committee.
City Manager Allen pointed out he thought the whole City Council would be talking about the Livable Street question.  Mr. Odom stated he thought the City of Raleigh in its wisdom would not be paying for the entire item and he would hate to put opening Fayetteville Street Mall as an item that the City would have to come up with entirely out of its budget.  He stated he wants the issue to be loose.  He is for the Fayetteville Street Mall opening but he is not for deliberating about it in our budget at this point.  Mayor Meeker stated maybe we could have some downtown funding item in the budget pointing out he is open to discuss it either way.  Ms. Cowell pointed out the Fayetteville Street Mall is intertwined with the Livable Streets questions as well as a new Convention Center and it is difficult to discuss one item without the others.  Mr. Shanahan pointed out there will be some funding and more than likely the opening of the Mall could not be done entirely out of the City’s budget.  He stated he just does not want the issue to get lost.  He thought everyone agreed that opening a portion of the Mall is a good idea.  He stated maybe it could just be referred back to Committee to consider at the appropriate time.  The funding of Fayetteville Street Mall opening was referred back to Budget and Economic Development Committee.
PARKING NEEDS – NORTH PERSON STREET – TO BE CONSIDERED IN UPCOMING BUDGET
Mayor Meeker reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends that funding for a parking analysis for North Person Street be considered in upcoming budget deliberations and this item be reported out of Committee.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Cowell and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF

THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

LIVABLE STREETS PROGRAM – DOWNTOWN PLANNING STUDIES – PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULED FOR TUESDAY, APRIL 15, 2003

Chairperson Hunt reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends that a special joint hearing before the Planning Commission and the City Council be scheduled for Tuesday, April 15, 2003 at 6:30 p.m. to receive the presentation from the Livable Streets Partnership and to receive public input on the proposal.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Hunt moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted pointing out this will be a special one item meeting.
FLOODPLAIN PROTECTION – PROPOSED ORDINANCE – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA

Chairperson Hunt reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends that this item be removed from the agenda as a full report will be made to the Council from the Planning Commission at a future date.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Hunt moved the recommendation be upheld.  Mayor Meeker stated without objection the item would be removed from the agenda as recommended.
CHILD CARE REGULATIONS – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA

Chairperson Hunt reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends that the item entitled “Child Care Regulations” be removed from the agenda as a public hearing has been authorized to consider changes to the current regulations.  Without objection, the item was removed from the committee agenda.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF

THE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
PUBLIC NUISANCE – LITTER/DUMPING – VACANT LOTS – SIGNS TO BE MADE AVAILABLE

Chairperson Shanahan reported the Law and Public Safety Committee recommends Council direct Administration to make available signs that prohibit dumping on the site at no cost to the property owners that request them; however, installation of the signs would be the responsibility of the property owner.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Shanahan moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.
PARKING – FRONT YARD ENFORCEMENT – REFERRED TO THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

Chairperson Shanahan reported the Law and Public Safety Committee recommends that the issue of Front Yard Parking Enforcement be reported out of the Committee with no action taken.  Ms. Cowell pointed out this issue and/or problem is a part of the whole family definition ordinance being considered.  She stated she does not want to see this proposal dropped.  Mr. Hunt pointed out the Council is considering a parking ordinance for duplexes and maybe this issue could be linked to that.  Mr. Kirkman suggested recirculating the proposed ordinance that the Committee considered early on.  Ms. Cowell talked about the current regulations and what is proposed.  Mayor Meeker stated without objection he would refer this item to the Comprehensive Planning Committee to consider with the other related issues.
PARKING ENFORCEMENT PROGRAM – REVIEW – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA
Chairperson Shanahan reported the Law and Public Safety Committee recommends that these two items – Current Parking Resources-Review and Parking Enforcement Program be reported out of Committee with no action.  Mayor Meeker stated without objection the items would be removed from the agenda with no further action.

BROADWAY SHOWS – CURTAIN TIME – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA; DOWNTOWN SAFETY – REFERRED TO LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
Chairperson Shanahan reported the Law and Public Safety Committee recommends that this item be reported out of Committee with no action.  The Committee further recommends that Council refer the issue of Downtown Safety – Merchant’s Concerns to the Law and Public Safety Committee for discussion.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Shanahan moved the recommendation be upheld.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.
TRAFFIC – 25 MPH SPEED LIMIT – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA; COMPREHENSIVE SPEED PROGRAM – REFERRED TO LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
Chairperson Shanahan reported the Law and Public Safety Committee recommends that this item be reported out of Committee with no action; however, the Committee would like Council to refer to the Law and Public Safety Committee the issue of a comprehensive speed program to be developed through efforts of the Committee, the Police Department, the Department of Transportation and Public Affairs that will include education, engineering and enforcement.  These efforts will include a series of meetings and work sessions to seek public input and to prioritize the top ten problem areas.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Shanahan moved the recommendation be upheld.  Mr. Kirkman pointed out it looks like a good plan pointing out when the City gets into the traffic calming solutions whether a street now has or has had the 25 mph speed limit is one of the things that would make it eligible for traffic calming.  The motion as stated was put to a vote and passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.
STATE WITHHELD REVENUE – CITY RESPONSE – LAWSUIT – NO ACTION TAKEN
Mr. Shanahan reported the Law and Public Safety Committee recommends, by split vote, that this item be reported out of Committee with no action; however, the Committee does not recommend any action that may preclude the City of Raleigh from filing its own lawsuit or any private citizen that may seek a remedy through an individual action.  Mr. Shanahan pointed out he thought the Mayor had said that if the City could not get recovery through other means it may have to go to a lawsuit and that has not occurred and not only has the City lost money it has not brought a lawsuit and has lost valuable time.  At least two Committee members did not feel the City should proceed with a lawsuit at this time.
Mr. West stated he needs clarity on the recommendation.  There was actually two votes in Committee.  One vote was not to have any action that would preclude citizens from seeking private remedies and he voted for that but voted against the other motion.
Mayor Meeker pointed out the action of the Council was to not file a suit now and that was a split action.  The City Council has not made a decision to not file a suit.  He pointed out he had sent the City Attorney a memo relative to this item and the course of action and talked about timing and he assumes the City Attorney will report back at the appropriate time.  Mr. Shanahan stated he had made a motion that the City file suit with Mr. Odom pointing out his motion was that the City file suit.  Mayor Meeker stated the vote was on whether to file a suit at that time.  Discussion took place with Mr. Shanahan pointing out he saw no reason for the City not to file a suit.  He stated the City had followed the Mayor’s game plan and has lost eight months time.  The State has done nothing and he sees no reason not to go ahead and file suit.  Mayor Meeker pointed out the motions had been to not sue the State at this time and he feels we can consider whether to file suit to occur at a later time.  Mr. West stated he wanted to make sure that the minutes reflected the Committee’s vote.  The motion as presented by the Law and Safety Committee was seconded by Ms. Cowell and to a vote which passed unanimously.
Mr. Shanahan moved that the Council take action and file suit to get the money that has been wrongfully withheld by the State.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Hunt and put to a vote which failed with Mr. Hunt, Mr. Shanahan, Mr. Odom and Mr. Isley voted in the affirmative and the remainder of the Council voting in the negative.  No further action was taken.

SIGNS – PROBLEMS – REFERRED TO LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

Ms. Cowell pointed out the Council received a memo from the City Attorney relative to signage in the City and the increased problem.  She stated she would like to take action on the City Attorney’s proposal.  City Attorney McCormick pointed out what he was recommending is part of the bigger issue or enlarging the issue that is presently in Law and Public Safety Committee.  Without objection the City Attorney’s proposed ordinance relative to signs on the right-of-way was referred to Law and Public Safety Committee.
LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE AGENDA - CODE ENFORCEMENT; CHIPS; STREET CRIME POLICING; ROOMING HOUSES; PUBLIC NUISANCE CONCERNS – TO BE PLACED ON THE FEBRUARY 4, 2003 AGENDA AS A SPECIAL ITEM

Mr. West pointed out the Committee has on its agenda a number of issues or problems that we need to bring to the table for further discussion and referred to rooming houses, code enforcement procedures, CHIPS update, public nuisances, street crime, policing, etc.  He stated he feels we need to deal with these issues.  Mayor Meeker questioned if Mr. West is suggesting that the Committee look at these issues or that the City Council take them up.  Mr. West stated he is suggesting that the issues be addressed.  Mr. Shanahan pointed out those issues are Hold Items and he thought the whole Committee was aware that any time there is a Hold or Working Item which a Committee member wants to discuss they could simply be moved up to Action Items.  He stated these procedures have been discussed in Committee.  Brief discussion took place concerning the issues with Mr. West pointing out he feels that some of these problems or issues are broader than one committee and he feels the City Council’s committee structure limits Council’s discussion on some issues.  He stated there has been some interfacing but sometimes it is difficult for the right hand to know what the left hand is doing.  He would hate to go back and recreate the wheel maybe the Law and Public Safety and the other committees could have some joint discussions.  Mayor Meeker suggested putting Item #99-38 – Code Enforcement Procedure Comparisons, Item #01-18 – CHIPS – Update, Item #01-1 Street Crime Policing – Selected Neighborhoods, Item #01-4 – Rooming House Problems and Item #01-5 Southeast Raleigh Public Safety and Nuisance Abatement on the next agenda as special items to consider how they should be handled that is pull these items up to the Council table.
Mr. Kirkman pointed out he had thought about this as there are items in the Committee that overlap and the Public Works Committee has talked about the possibility of some joint meetings.  He talked about the book “Fixing Broken Windows” and pointed out these issues are a part of that concept.  He stated maybe the Council should talk about a having a work session to look at these issues.  He stated the same is true of the issue that is coming up at the zoning hearing tonight concerning family definition.  He again stated maybe the Council should think about having a work session where we could put all of these things into the larger pot and discuss them.  There are some of the things in Law and Public Safety, some in Public Works and some in Comprehensive Planning that overlap and when the Committee is trying to deal with them in the context of the Committee structure, it may be that we do not have all of the tools we need to solve the problems and sometimes the issue is just reported out.  After brief discussion without objection, Mayor Meeker stated the five items would be placed on the February 4, 2003 agenda as a special item and at the same time ask the City Manager to provide a report on staff’s resources, budget, etc., it would take to address these issues.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION

OF THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

WESTERN BOULEVARD – LANDSCAPE PLAN – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA
Chairperson Kirkman reported the Public Works Committee recommends that the Western Boulevard – Landscape Plan item be reported out of Committee with no action taken.  Ms. Cowell questioned the status of the plan.  Mr. Kirkman pointed out the Committee had a pretty good discussion and there is an on-going contract.  He stated Chief Engineer Dawson and he went out and checked and the plan is moving along and talked about the revenue sources that are available.  He suggested that the item be removed from the agenda as the City Council will be getting regular updates.  Without objection the item was removed from the agenda.
TRAFFIC CALMING – NORTH HAVEN – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA

Chairperson Kirkman reported the Public Works Committee recommends that this item be reported out of Committee with no action taken.  He stated the Committee received a response from the State relative to traffic lights in the area and the City has the traffic calming underway.  He stated the Council will have to start prioritizing for the traffic calming and this will be one of the areas under consideration.  Without objection the item was removed from the agenda with no action taken.
STREET IMPROVEMENTS – WILMINGTON STREET – RESOLUTION DIRECTING PROJECT ADOPTED

Chairperson Kirkman reported the Public Works Committee recommends that Council adopt a resolution directing the Wilmington Street project according to the map presented at the public hearing as revised to include an opposing left turn median crossover located approximately at the mid point between the Illeagnes/Rush and Pecan/Layden intersections.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Kirkman moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 684.
STREET CLOSING-13-02 – CARTER STREET – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED
Chairperson Kirkman reported the Public Works Committee recommends that Council deny the request to close the unconstructed portion of the Carter Street right-of-way from its intersection with French Drive northward to the common boundary of Yorkshire Downs Subdivision and Carbon Hills Subdivision.
Mr. Isley stated he would have to be excused from this issue as he has a legal relationship with the petitioner in general and his father-in-law represents the petitioner.  Mr. Odom moved that Mr. Isley be excused from voting.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kirkman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted and Mr. Isley left the room.
On behalf of the Public Works Committee, Mr. Kirkman moved the recommendation be upheld.  Mr. Shanahan made a substitute motion that the City Council move forward to close Carter Drive as petitioned.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Hunt.
Mr. Kirkman stated the Committee had a very long presentation.  He stated he played the devil’s advocate as to the issues involved.  He pointed out the north end of Carter Street has been closed and cul-de-saced.  Mr. Kirkman stated he felt the street should be open so that we would not have a violation as it relates to the length of cul-de-sac.  He pointed out there seems to be a lot of concern about traffic coming from the adjacent neighborhood from the north side.  Traffic Engineer Eric Lamb had stated he did not believe that the proposed development would add more than a dozen vehicles per day.  The circulation would not invite cut-through traffic.  Mr. Kirkman stated people in the neighborhood argued that if the street were blocked that emergency vehicles could drive through people’s front yard as the lay of the land is flat.  He stated he did not agree with that.  Mr. Kirkman talked about connectivity pointing out the precedent setting of closing the streets questioning how the Council could deny the next similar request.  He stated there is no logic in closing the street.  He explained there are stormwater issues.  He stated he had hoped that correcting the stormwater issues and the construction of the street would be a part of the project at the end of French Drive.  He stated the Committee listened to the adjacent neighborhood and he could not hear any valid reasons for connecting the street.  He stated the developer would get extra land if the street is closed.  He expressed concern about allowing the street to be closed.
Mr. Hunt stated he understands Mr. Kirkman’s concern.  He stated, however, the only people who would benefit from this connection are the residents of Yorkshire and they do not want the street opened and he sees no benefit to the general public.  Mr. Kirkman disagreed pointing out it would benefit the general public.  Mr. Shanahan stated these issues are tough but he feels the Council should work to protect the existing neighborhood.  Mayor Meeker stated he would support the subdivision’s request to close the street as he does not feel it would affect the overall traffic circulation.  He stated if the development had been built today the street would be put in but here we have an existing neighborhood that has not been connected for a number of years.
The precedent setting of this action and the City’s stance on connectivity was talked about.  Ms. Cowell stated she is worried about the precedent but would support the motion.  The motion to move forward with closing the portion of Carter Drive in question was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Odom and Mr. Kirkman who voted in the negative (Mr. Isley excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 685.
YORKSHIRE SUBDIVISION – VARIOUS CONCERNS – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

Mayor Meeker suggested that the stormwater issues, the culvert, stormwater intrusion and the request for a stop sign on Yorkgate be referred to Public Works Committee.  Without objection the items were so referred.

TRIANGLE TRANSIT AUTHORITY – LETTER OF AGREEMENT – APPROVED
Chairman Kirkman reported the Public Works Committee recommends, by split vote, that Council authorize the City Manager to sign the Triangle Transit Authority Letter of Agreement as amended to include language that “nothing herein shall alter the previously agreed to financial commitment of the City of Raleigh for the Phase I Regional Rail System Project”.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Kirkman moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Cowell.  Mr. Kirkman stated there are a lot of different perspectives on this project.  He stated he understands this is something that the Triangle Transit Authority doesn’t have to do but they offered it as a consideration so that the Council could have continued dialogue.  He stated this just indicates we will be working together.  Mr. Shanahan questioned the financial commitment that would be triggered by this letter with Mr. Kirkman pointing out zero.  Mr. Shanahan pointed out there is going to be some financial commitments as it relates to station infrastructure, etc.  Mr. Kirkman pointed out the City does have some money in its CIP for station infrastructure.  He stated that would be made with or without the rail as it would be needed for bus, etc.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Shanahan and Mr. Isley who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.
REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

WAKE COUNTY GROWTH MANAGEMENT TASK FORCE – REPORT – INFORMATION RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker pointed out the Wake County Growth Management Task Force has completed their work and have adopted general goals and a series of recommendations.  He stated the item will be coming to the City and there would be a presentation that would take about 45 minutes and then a question and answer period.  He stated it is an interesting report and he and Mr. Kirkman have copies of the executive summary if Council members would like to read the report.  Mr. Kirkman pointed out there is two versions the short readers digest version and the total executive summary.  He pointed out it was interesting to note that the original motion relative to the report came from Rolesville.  Mayor Meeker stated he is just alerting the Council and once the Council has finished dealing with the Wastewater Treatment Plant issue he hopes we can set a meeting to consider the Growth Management Task Force recommendations.
TREE TRIMMING POLICIES – REFERRED TO THE APPEARANCE COMMISSION AND PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD

Mayor Meeker pointed out the City is still recovering from the ice storm and he knows the City Manager’s office is keeping an eye on the Utilities Commission public hearings, reports, etc.  He suggested that the City’s Appearance Commission take a look at our ordinance and policies to see if there are recommendations they would like to make.  He stated he understands the problems caused by the ice storm have to do with appearance as well as public safety.  Mr. Kirkman pointed out when our policies were adopted we had a task force that was made up of representatives of the Appearance Commission, Parks and Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board, Urban Tree groups, etc.  He suggested the Appearance Commission include those other groups when looking at the issues.  Mayor Meeker stated without objection he would refer the issue of our tree trimming policies to the Appearance Commission which could contact the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board for representatives to work with them on the issue.
Mr. Isley stated we have to deal with this and look at the short term needs.  We have to get the tree limbs away from the power lines.  Mr. Kirkman pointed out there are a lot of misconceptions and a lot of perceptions floating around.  He pointed out a lot of trees in the Raleigh area have been improperly trimmed for decades and that is what caused some of the problems.  He stated if you go into communities like Montgomery County, Maryland which has had tree trimming standards for a number of years you can see the difference.  He stated he feels our current standards are appropriate.  He stated you could not correct all of the mistakes that have been done in the past.  Nature has a way of correcting a lot of the problems.  He called on the Council to move with caution and not to jump to the conclusions that trees too close to power lines are what caused most of the problems during the ice storm.  He stated maybe the Appearance Commission could look at the long term.  Mr. Isley again expressed concern that if we have limbs over power lines we should get rid of those limbs.  We should make sure that our power lines are protected and he feels that maybe we have allowed this to go on much longer than we should have.  Without further discussion the item was referred to the Appearance Commission which can solicit input from Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board as well as the other interested involved groups.
POLICE TAKE HOME VEHICLES – ITEM REMOVED FROM LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE TO BE PLACED AS A SPECIAL ITEM NEXT MEETING

Mr. Shanahan pointed out early in the meeting the Council removed some items from the Law and Public Safety Committee and directed that they be placed on the February 4, 2003 agenda as special items.  He stated he would like to add the Police Take Home Program to that list as a special item.  He stated he would like to have a report on where we are and the status of that program.  He asked if we have the cars and they are designated for the program and how they are earmarked for the program.  He stated it seems to make sense to assess the people who should be in the program not the cars.  He would like to have some information on how many eligible officers are in the pipeline to participate in the program.  He feels that maybe we should look at the people to participate rather than cars to participate.
POLICE DISTRICT STATIONS – OPENING – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mr. Shanahan congratulated the Police Department on the opening of their district station houses.  He stated the one he attended was well attended and well received.  He congratulated the Police Department for their work on this effort.

TRAFFIC LIGHT – WAKEFIELD SCHOOL – REPORT REQUESTED

Mr. Shanahan pointed out the City had received a request from Wakefield School for a traffic light.  He requested a status report.

GROWTH MANAGEMENT REPORT – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Brief discussion took place on the recent growth management report and Raleigh’s position.  Various Council members voiced concern about the information and what the City needs to do to make sure we have quality neighborhoods and work with the business sector.  What the City needs to do to make sure we welcome the corporate world while at the same time protecting neighborhoods was discussed briefly.  Raleigh’s image and the perception others have of Raleigh was talked about.  The Mayor pointed out Raleigh continues to have the lowest tax rate in Wake County, talked about average tax bill, talked about the City’s business friendly attitude and projects the Council has approved.  The comments were received.
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. CELEBRATION – COMMENTS RECEIVED; CITY MANAGER TO PROVIDE REPORT ON PARKLAND STATUS
Mr. West talked about the Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration pointing out it was a very effective celebration and one of the largest in the State and probably one of the best attended.  He expressed appreciation to all involved.  He talked about Dr. King’s theories and pointed out Raleigh is a city of changing demographics and we have a lot of diversity and he is glad to see the way we respect that diversity.  He talked about things the City of Raleigh is trying to do as it relates to economic justice and opportunity.  He feels the City is doing some substantial things.  He talked about the faith based institutions and talked the other initiatives in the City pointing out he feels we are heading in the right direction and he thinks some of the things that are being done will be a benefit for the citizens of Raleigh and the City of Raleigh in general.  He pointed out he has been getting some questions in Southeast Raleigh regarding parks or lack of parkland beyond the beltline and there is a perception out there that we need to move forward and increase our parkland inventory in that area.  He stated he knows we are purchasing some land on Barwell Road but questioned what is on line for park facilities in Southeast Raleigh beyond the beltline.  The City Manager was asked to provide a report.
NEIGHBORWOOD PROGRAM – INFORMATION REQUESTED
Ms. Cowell talked about the Neighborwood Program pointing out she understands the City has received some $40,000 in cash and pledges.  She pointed out this would involve a number of trees and questioned the plan for getting those trees in the ground and the status of that program.

City Manager Allen pointed out it has been delayed somewhat as we have some 30,000 trees on City right-of-way that the City is trying to assess for damage, etc., and we are just beginning that process.  Mr. Isley questioned if it is possible to get the utility companies involved in that process.  City Manager pointed out our trees are a critical part of our infrastructure and it is important to give high priority to this issue.  He stated he is not saying we couldn’t use additional resources but talked about the need for the proper assessment.  Mayor Meeker suggested the Manager give that some thought pointing out we have some many businesses and citizens who have made contributions and we need to get the program going as soon as possible.
WATER CONSERVATION TASK FORCE – DEBRA HARVEY – ADDED

Ms. Cowell asked that Debra Harvey be added to the Water Conservation Task Force.  Without objection, Mayor Meeker stated Ms. Harvey would be added.

STREET CRIME – CHAMBERLAIN/EVERETT – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Ms. Cowell pointed out Kenny Pearce had contacted her relative to street crime in the Chamberlain/Everett Avenue vicinity.  She asked administration to get in touch with Mr. Pearce pointing out she would provide his phone number.
TRAFFIC AND PUBLIC NUISANCE CONCERNS – NEAR RBC CENTER AND WALNUT CREEK AMPHITHEATRE – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION
Ms. Cowell pointed out after the opening of the RBC Center her neighborhood, which is in close proximity to the arena, experienced problems with speed, trash, cut-through traffic and in many cases felt alcohol.  She stated after complaints things improved last year but she is beginning to see the same problems.  She asked administration to look at what could be done to help neighborhoods near the RBC Center as well as the Walnut Creek Amphitheater as it relates to the various problems she mentioned.  The item was referred to administration.
ETHICS – CITY ATTORNEY TO PROVIDE INFORMATION
Ms. Cowell spoke briefly about the City Council’s Ethics Code.  She stated recently she had received gifts that would go over the $50 limit.  She referred the theater passes which she indicated she could use every day and that could be a $2,000 gift.  She questioned how Council members should handle such gifts.  She questioned if the City does anything to inform people of the Council’s policy.  She questioned if the City has anything written that could be provided or sent to people who send gifts.  The City Attorney was asked to draft a short generic notice that could be sent to people.  Mr. Isley questioned if the gift is not used if acceptance is a violation of the Ethics Code.  Mayor Meeker stated he simply expresses appreciation to people but does not use the gifts.  He stated it maybe helpful if the City Attorney could draft something that could be inserted when a gift is returned.
NOISE ORDINANCE – REFERRED TO LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

Mr. Isley asked that the City’s noise ordinance be referred to Law and Public Safety Committee.  He stated he has had concerns expressed lately relative to construction noise on Sunday and talked about a situation where a jackhammer was being used early on Sunday morning.  City Attorney McCormick stated the City’s ordinance presently does not prohibit construction on Sunday.  He briefly explained the ordinance.  Without further discussion the item was referred to Law and Public Safety Committee.

APPOINTMENTS
APPOINTMENTS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN
The City Clerk reported the following results of the ballot vote.

Convention Center Authority – Three Vacancies - Elliott Murnick, Steve Cadwallader and Eric Tannery each received seven votes (all but Shanahan).
Housing Appeals Board – Four Vacancies - No nominees.

Human Resources and Human Relations Advisory Commission – Three Vacancies - Shani A. Barrax received seven votes (All but Shanahan).
Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board – One Vacancy - Rudolph Willliams received six votes (All but Shanahan and Odom).

Substance Abuse Advisory Commission – Four Vacancies – Ronald Lewis received six votes (All but Shanahan and Hunt).
Triangle Transit Authority – One Vacancy – Carter Worthy – Seven (All but Meeker who was excused from participation on that item).

Raleigh Transit Authority – Two Vacancies – Shawn Lemieux and Joseph M. Johnson each received eight votes (All Council members).

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK
MINUTES – JANUARY 7, 2003 – APPROVED

Council members received in their agenda packet copies of the minutes of the January 7, 2003 Council meeting.  Mayor Meeker moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.
ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business Mayor Meeker announced the meeting adjourned at 3:40 p.m. to be reconvened at 6:00 p.m. in a joint session with the Planning Commission.  Minutes of that part of the meeting will be covered in a separate set.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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