SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met jointly with the Wake County Board of Commissioners on Tuesday, September 14, 2004, at 8:00 am in Room A, Raleigh Convention Center, with the following present.


CITY COUNCIL



COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Mayor Meeker 



Commission Chairman Gardner

Ms. Cowell




Mr. Bryan


Mr. Crowder




Mr. Jeffreys


Mr. Hunt




Ms. Ward


Ms. Taliaferro




Mr. Webb


Mr. West


ALSO PRESENT 


City Manager Allen


County Manager Cooke


Assistant County Manager Durham


City Attorney McCormick

Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order and the following item was discussed.

CONVENTION CENTER – CONCEPT EVOLUTION – PRESENTATION RECEIVED

City Manager Allen pointed out the purpose of the meeting is to receive a report on the evolution of building exterior concepts and their connection to the heritage of important civic building in Raleigh and Wake County, a first look at the building’s interiors through building sections through the structure showing the main lobby on Salisbury Street, concourse on Cabarrus Street, etc.   He stated we need to make sure everyone is on the same page and work toward the next meeting which is scheduled for October 14, 2004, to see the final schematic drawings.  We will look at costs, budget, etc.  He stated the City has approved GMP#1 and demolition will start on the site this week 

Steve Schuster, Clearscapes, explained there have been approximately 75 stakeholders meetings and the design team is continuing to engage as many people as possible.  He talked about the goals, principles and aspirations to have a building which will fit in, a building that will be an icon and have balance.  This is the largest public building being constructed in downtown Raleigh.  He talked about the five character goals (assumptions) being utilized.  He stated the design team will be presenting the general direction of where the design is going pointing out it is an evolving process.  The design team is looking for direction as to whether they are heading in the right direction.

Scott Sickeler expressed appreciation for the opportunity to get feedback and explained the process being utilized, investigations of the proposed building from the inside and outside and the interacting influences which will make it a building that is easy to market and use, have good expansion capability and provide a connection with the proposed headquarters hotel.  He talked about the need for a concept which will provide “under one roof linkage”.  He explained aspects of the interior spaces including materials, size, shape, pointing out they continue to use the guiding principle of designing a  civic structure that is part and parcel of the City.     
The design team presented various renderings from several vantage points showing the building and describing potential materials which include stone, brick, glass, cooper, and wood.  The presented possible color families includes buff color brick, stone as has been used in other civic buildings  as they hope to achieve subtle elegance which shows respect for the past but looks to the future and a building that is hospitable , engaging and inviting.  They talked about adding a 6th element – water and how that could include such things as an interactive fountain(s), spouts, etc., and elaborated on the technology and possibilities that are available again pointing out that is outside the budget at this point.  They talked about the artful use of materials and ways of bringing light to the interior of the building.  The explained the concepts for the interior of the building, arrival experience, pedestrian experience, plaza, street width, truck and service entrance, linkages to Fayetteville Street, topo, etc.  Treatment of corners and the public art concepts were discussed.

Mr. Hunt talked about his concept and desire to move to a more classical design but his liking of the light and glass elements.  Mr. Crowder talked about massing, entrance, circulation, problems with some of the side treatments, roof form, need to make sure the exterior/façade treatments are what we want, public plaza and the need for greenery but still have urban setting.  Ms. Cowell talked about the mass and need to introduce additional elements to break up some of the mass.  Ms. Ward spoke to her liking the glass wall elements, art tower, block lights on walls and desire to have water features.  Mr. Jeffreys asked about escalator locations as it relates to stairs and spoke to the corner treatments.  Mr. Gardner talked about the need to simplify some of the elements.  Ms. Taliaferro talked about the entranceway and keeping it simple but allowing for activities which would be a draw to the area

Discussion on citizen input and comments followed as well as how that feedback is being incorporated into the plan.  How to proceed from this point was talked about.  It was agreed to have a meeting on October 12 for the group to receive the presentation on the final schematic design and a meeting on October 14 to make decisions.  That would allow the group to see the design and have time to digest the information before having to vote.

Discussion followed on making sure there is no conflict between visitors in public spaces and meeting functions.  Privacy of groups renting a facility and their desires was touched on.

The meeting adjourned at 9:25 am
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