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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session on Tuesday, April 17, 2007, at 1:00 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.




Mayor Charles C. Meeker




Mayor Pro Tem James P. West




Tommy Craven




Thomas G. Crowder




Philip R. Isley




Joyce Kekas




Russ Stephenson




Jessie Taliaferro

Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Reverend Doctor Lola Fuller, Shalom Community Christian Church.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Council Member Thomas G. Crowder.  Mayor Meeker asked that the Council and the audience stand for a moment of silence in honor of those who lost their lives during the Virginia Tech Massacre yesterday.  He stated he does not know what activities will be planned in honor of the students but the City of Raleigh will participate in any services.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS

RALEIGH HALL OF FAME – INDUCTEES ANNOUNCED

Merritt Jones, Chair of the Raleigh Hall of Fame, pointed out this is the third year the event will take place.  He stated the event will induct individuals and organizations which have made significant contributions to the City of Raleigh.  He talked about the purpose of the Raleigh Hall of Fame.  He recognized members of the Board and Advisory Board who were present.  Mr. Jones stated in 2005, thirteen individuals and one organization were inducted into the Hall of Fame.  In 2006 there were twelve individuals and two organizations.  In 2007 there will be fourteen individuals as well as two organizations.  He pointed out the Centennial Hall of Fame is made up of 25 men and women who made significant contributions to the City between 1792 and 1892.  Two more will be inducted this year.

Parker Call, Chair of the Selection Committee, pointed out the selection committee is made up on 7 individuals.  They worked hard in reviewing the 54 nominations.  She read the following list of inductees.

· John Baker Sr. and John Baker Jr. for their combined 60 years of law enforcement and community service to  Raleigh and Wake County;
· Dr. Frederick Burroughs, the first African-American pediatrician in Raleigh, for mentoring three generations of medical students and serving as a role model for young African-American men;
· Fred Fletcher Sr. for 50 years of dedicated service to the City of Raleigh Parks and Recreation system;
· Seby Jones for his leadership in business, public service, and philanthropy that helped to move Raleigh into the nationally recognized economic powerhouse that it is today; 
· LeRoy Martin Sr. for his role in shaping both Raleigh’s and North Carolina’s public school systems; 
· Nancy Olson for her advocacy of locally owned businesses, her commitment to literacy programs and for putting Raleigh on the nation’s literary map;
· George and Beth Paschal for his groundbreaking work in integrating the hospital system and her work in establishing the North Carolina Museum of Art;
· Susie Perry for an outstanding lifetime of volunteerism and her exemplary career as a teacher, mentor and role model; 
· Sarah Williamson for almost 50 years of working to preserve Raleigh’s history and its historic sites; 
· John Winters, the first African-American elected to the Raleigh City Council, for his trailblazing efforts to build affordable homes in east Raleigh and for being one of the best bridge-builders between the races;
· Smedes York for his visionary leadership in business, public service, and charitable fundraising, and for his continued dedication to improving the quality of life for everyone in Raleigh; 
· Kay Yow, a pioneer in the sport of women’s basketball, for her outstanding accomplishments both locally and internationally, and for being a vital beacon for those suffering from cancer; 
· The Raleigh Little Theatre, one of the oldest community theaters in the country, for providing a thriving cultural environment for over 80 years and;
· The Wake County Medical Alliance for over 80 years of dedicated health education, most notably the establishment of the Alice Aycock Poe Center which offers quality health education programs to students and teachers from all over the state.
Inductees for the Centennial Hall of Fame are as follows: 

· Lawrence Cheek, founder of Raleigh’s first African-American newspaper, known today as The Carolinian and;
· Dr. Manassa Pope, an African-American physician who courageously challenged the Jim Crow system by running for mayor of Raleigh. 
Those who were present were asked to stand.

Mayor Meeker pointed out the Hall of Fame induction will take place on September 13 and invited all to attend.  He stated the Hall of Fame induction was the last event held in the old Convention Center and hopefully next year’s event could be held in the new Convention Center.

PROCLAMATION – FAIR HOUSING CONFERENCE – INVITATION ISSUED

Octavia Rainey, Fair Housing Hearing Board, presented Council members with an invitation to the April 27, 2007 Fair Housing Conference.  She invited all to attend.

PROCLAMATION – FOSTER GRANDPARENTS WEEK – PROCLAIMED

Mayor Meeker read a proclamation proclaiming April 15 through April 21 as National Volunteer Week in the City of Raleigh.  The proclamation was accepted by Foster Grandparent Representative Mary Sewell.  In accepting the proclamation, Ms. Sewell expressed appreciation and recognized the other Foster Grandparents participants in the audience.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS – RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to all who attended the presentation of the $500,000 check from the Old Town Development to the Barwell Community Park.  He expressed appreciation to all.

Mayor Meeker stated the City of Raleigh was recognized by Forbes Magazine as the best place for employment in the Country.  He stated an event such as that would make any city manager, city council or mayor extremely happy.  He stated however the City of Raleigh is fortunate as it receives many accolades such as this and it’s just another day of work in the City of Raleigh.  He stated the City is very fortunate in that we receive so many recognitions.

Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to all who attended the ground breaking of the new Dempsey E. Benton Water Treatment Plant.  He stated once completed that plant will generate 20 million gallons per day of the best water in North Carolina.  It is a major project being undertaken by the Public Utilities Department.  He stated everyone was glad to see Mr. & Mrs. Benton pointing out Mr. Benton looks well in his retirement.

Mayor Meeker pointed out the City of Raleigh was honored last Thursday along with three conservationist groups and presented a framed photo of the Neuse River which the City of Raleigh received for its work on the Falls initiative.  He stated the photograph would hang in the City Council office probably replacing the Hurricane Sweater which is being transferred to the Raleigh City Museum.

CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Meeker presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion.  If a councilor request discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  He explained the vote on the Consent Agenda will be a roll all vote.  Mayor Meeker stated he had received a request from Mr. West to withdraw the item property management contract – affordable rental housing program and a request from Mr. Isley to withdraw the traffic item relating to two-way stop control on Sanderson Drive and Wake Drive.  Without objection those items were withdrawn from the Consent Agenda.  Ms. Taliaferro moved Administration’s recommendations on the remaining items on the Consent Agenda be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  The items on the Consent Agenda were as follows.

TRIANGLE AREA WATER SUPPLY MONITORING PROJECT AGREEMENT – PHASE IV – CITY MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE

The City of Raleigh recognizes the benefits of participating in the Triangle Area Water Supply Monitoring Project.  Phase VI will begin July 1, 2007, following execution of a five-year interlocal agreement.  The total annual cost for Phase VI will be $721,500.  The USGS will provide a 45% cost share match.  The Monitoring Project Partners’ total annual cost will be $426,825.  The Monitoring Project Partners include Apex, Cary, Chatham County, Durham, Hillsborough, Orange County, Orange County Water and Sewer, Raleigh, South Granville Water and Sewer Authority, and Wake County.  Raleigh’s share of the annual cost for Phase VI will be $150,403.  The proposed FY 07-08 and FY 08-09 budgets include funding for Raleigh’s annual share in the project.

Recommendation:  Concur in the agreement and authorize the City Manager to execute the agreement.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Crowder – 8 ayes.

ANNEXATION PETITIONS – VARIOUS – REFERRED TO THE CITY CLERK TO CHECK SUFFICIENCY AND SCHEDULE HEARINGS; 2128 OLD MILBURNIE ROAD - DEFERRED
The agenda presented the following petitions for annexations.

	Area Name Contiguous
	Petitioner
	Acres
	Proposed Use

	Claridge Subdivision & Intervening R-O-W
	Ray Figura, Andre’s Development Co., LLC
	4.90
	Residential

	Augusta Crossing
	David Miller, D&C Developers
	17.39
	Residential

	Mason’s Glen Subdivision & Intervening R-O-W
	Steve Gannon, Murdock & Gannon Construction, Inc. 
	16.21
	Residential

	The Brooks at Maybrook Crossings & Intervening R-O-W
	William J. Brown Jr.
	7.96
	Residential

	Britt Farm & Intervening R-O-W
	Tim Smith, Buffaloe Partners, LLC
	100.27
	Residential

	Satellite Petitions
	
	
	

	Dunhill Subdivision & Intervening R-O-W
	Jeff Akin, Dunhill, LLC 
	29.52
	Residential

	2128 Old Milburnie Road/Burrell
	Lillie Evans Burrell
	1.63
	Residential


a. That these annexation petitions be acknowledged and that Council request the City Clerk to check their sufficiency pursuant to State statutes, and except as noted below, and if found sufficient advertise for public hearings on Tuesday, May 15, 2007.

b. Because the property located at 2128 Old Milburnie Road/Burrell Property is connecting to City water only and sewer is not available at this time, it is recommended that the annexation of this property be deferred.
Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Crowder – 8 ayes. 

PARADE - VARIOUS STREETS IN THE VICINITY OF SOUTH WILMINGTON STREET – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

Weston Butler, representing Kabala Temple #177, requests permission to hold a parade on Saturday, May 26, 2007 from 8:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m.

Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Crowder – 8 ayes.

STREET CLOSING – VARIOUS STREETS FOR VARIOUS EVENTS AND DAYS – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

The agenda presented the following request for temporary street closings for various events:

500 Block of Adams Street

Dennis Poteat requests a street closure on Saturday, April 21, 2007, from 12:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. for a neighborhood celebration.  Rain date will be Sunday, April 22, 2007 from 12:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m.

He also requests waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.

1200 Block of Clifton Street

Amy Taylor requests a street closure on Saturday, April 28, 2007, from 3:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. for a neighborhood block party.

500 Block of Branch Street

Joni Craven, representing the Raleigh Community and Safety Club, requests a street closure on Saturday, April 28, 2007, from 10:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. for a club anniversary celebration.

600 and 700 Blocks of Bart Street

Willie Thorpe, representing the Helping Hand Mission, requests a street closure on Saturday, May 5, 2007, from 11:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. for a community festival.

2400 Block of Goodrich Drive

Jennifer Andrews requests a street closure on Saturday, May 5, 2007, from 5:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. for a neighborhood party.

2700 Block of Community Drive

Trevor Baity, representing his neighborhood, requests a street closure on Saturday, July 14, 2007, from 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. for a memorial service.

200 Block of East Hargett Street

Sarah Wolfe, representing Exploris, requests a street closure on Saturday, August 18, 2007, from 9:00 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. for a Kick Off to Kindergarten youth festival.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on the report from the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Crowder – 8 ayes.

HILLSBOROUGH STREET ROUNDABOUTS – SUPPLEMENTAL DESIGN AGREEMENT – KIMLEY-HORNE – MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO; SIGN FUNDS TRANSFERRED

On February 20, 2007 the City of Raleigh Council approved a modified version of the Hillsborough Street Roundabouts Project called Option H3 (3 lane section with median on Hillsborough from Gardner Street to Oberlin Road with Option B roundabouts on Hillsborough at Pullen Road and just north of Hillsborough on Oberlin Road).  An agreement has been negotiated with Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc. to carry design to the 100% level for Option H3.  The negotiated design fee is $609,205.  A copy of the supplemental agreement was in the agenda packet.

The design agreement is being temporarily funded by the Construction Contingency fund until the $2.6 million scheduled in the adopted 2006-2007 CIP is in place.  This Construction Contingency fund is separate from all previous funding sources discussed in the April 3, 2007 City Council meeting.  The overall funding of the Hillsborough Street Roundabouts Project will be reevaluated after July 1st.

Recommendation:  Approve the City Manager’s execution of the supplemental design agreement and budget transfers.
Transferred From:

531-9080-79001-975
Construction Contingency
$500,000.00

531-9280-79001-975
Hillsborough Project Reserve
  109,205.00


$609,205.00

Transferred To:

531-9280-79201-975
Hillsborough Roundabout I
$609,205.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Crowder – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 198 TF 67.

FORESTVILLE ROAD WATER DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS – CONTRACT WITH WITHERS & RAVENEL, INC. – APPROVED

A contract of $175,400 has been negotiated with Withers & Ravenel, Inc., for the construction phase services for the Forestville Road booster pump station and water main including redesign services for the upgrade of the booster pump station for the Forestville Road Water Distribution System Improvements Project.

Recommendation:  Approve the contract with Withers & Ravenel, Inc., for the Forestville Road Water Distribution System Improvements Project (transfer to be handled administratively).

Transferred From:

348-9736-79001-946
Forestville Road PS Improvements
$175,400.00

Transferred To:

348-9736-79201-946
Forestville Road PS Improvements
$175,400.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Crowder – 8 ayes.

UPPER PIGEON HOUSE CREEK SEWER REPLACEMENT PROJECT, PHASE I – ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE FEE AND CONTRACT

Eight proposals were received for the design of the Upper Pigeon House Creek Sewer Replacement Project, Phase I, which includes the rehabilitation, replacement or repair of 2,500 linear feet of 24-inch gravity sewer line on Pigeon House Creek from the confluence of Cemetery Branch with the intersection of Wade Avenue along Capital Boulevard.

The three top firms are listed in ranking order:
Stearns & Wheler, PLLC

Dewberry & Davis, Inc.

Withers & Ravenel

Recommendation:  Authorize Administration to negotiate a fee and contract with Stearns & Wheler, PLLC, for the Upper Pigeon House Creek Sewer Replacement Project, Phase I, and to negotiate with the other firms as listed in the event that any of those negotiations are unsuccessful.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Crowder – 8 ayes.

HIGHWOODS RBC BLOCK A-39 PARKING FACILITY – ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE CONTRACT

A Request of Qualifications was issued for a design consultant team to serve as the City’s technical engineering representative regarding  the Block A-39 Parking Facility (Highwoods - RBC) in downtown Raleigh for the purpose of reviewing the design and construction of the deck for conformance to applicable design requirements, building and zoning codes, the Development Agreement and City policies and directives.  Three firms attended a pre-submittal conference, held on March 30, 2007.  Responses were received from Kimley-Horn & Associates and Stewart Engineering.  A selection committee reviewed the submittals, contacted references, conducted interviews of the prospective firms, and has ranked the firms.

Recommendation:  Authorize negotiations with Stewart Engineering and if unsuccessful, to proceed to negotiate thereafter with Kimley-Horn & Associates.  The negotiated contract will be presented for approval at the next Council meeting.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Crowder – 8 ayes.

NORTH CAROLINA HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION/CITY OF RALEIGH HOST SPONSORSHIP AGREEMENT AMENDMENT – APPROVED

The City of Raleigh is in the second year of a five (5) year agreement with the North Carolina High School Athletic Association (NCHSAA).  The City is designated as a corporate partner and through September 2010 has agreed to sponsor several championship events.  The Greater Raleigh Convention and Visitors Bureau has estimated the annual economic impact to be approximately $4.6 million.

The City has been presented an opportunity to sponsor two (2) additional subdivided classifications of football.  The sponsorship cost for these additions is $16,900 with an estimated annual economic impact of approximately $420,000.

Recommendation:  That the current agreement with NCHSAA be amended to include two (2) additional subdivided classifications of football and authorization for the City Manager to execute the amended agreement.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Crowder – 8 ayes.

BANKING SERVICES - CONTRACT WACHOVIA BANK EXTENDED

A joint bank services contract with Wachovia Bank involving the Town of Cary, Wake County, Wake County Public Schools and the City of Raleigh ended a three-year contract period February 28, 2007 and is being handled month-to-month.  This joint banking arrangement was extended to other local units in Wake County also, receiving state and national exposure due to its collaborative and effective way of lowering banking costs while enhancing quality services.  Due to a number of financial system projects being implemented by Wake County and the Town of Cary, a joint RFP was not feasible this year; therefore, each unit of government is currently pursuing separate extension agreements with Wachovia with further discussion to occur this year as to a joint RFP in the future.  Accordingly, an extension of the current contract through April 30, 2008 has been negotiated between the City of Raleigh and Wachovia Bank.  This contract will provide the City continuation of the same service costs, with the exception of several services, where cost reductions are offered.  An RFP for banking services either separately or in collaboration with the other local governments early in 2008 is the intent.

Recommendation:  Approval to award renewal of the bank services contract with Wachovia Bank through April 30, 2008.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Crowder – 8 ayes.

NEUSE RIVER WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT REUSE IRRIGATION SYSTEM AMENDMENT #3/HDR ENGINEERING, INC. – APPROVED

The City currently has an agreement with HDR Engineering, Inc., for the Neuse River Wastewater Treatment Plant Reuse Irrigation System Expansion Project.  Amendment #3 in the amount of $274,000 is for preliminary design for the Garner Wrenn Road 201 Facility Closure and Conversion project, including design guidance for the plan to close the former Garner wastewater facility and convert its use to a disposal site for process wastes generated from the D.E. Benton Water Treatment Plant.

Recommendation:  Approve Amendment #3 (transfer to be handled administratively).
Transferred From:

349-9305-79001-975


NRWWTP Reuse Pump Irr Impv
$274,000.00

Transferred To:

349-9305-79201-975


NRWWTP Reuse Pump Irr Impv
$274,000.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Crowder – 8 ayes.

PERSONNEL – RECLASSIFICATION IN PLANNING DEPARTMENT – APPROVED

The Planning Department requests that the current Administrative Support Specialist position, (27) be reclassified to Administrative Assistant (31), due to more complex and additional responsibilities as a result of recent departmental reorganization.  Funds to support this reclassification are available for the remainder of the fiscal year.

Recommendation:  Approve reclassification.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Crowder – 8 ayes.

BUDGET AMENDMENT – PUBLIC UTILITIES – APPROVED

The agenda presented a budget amendment in the amount $6,000 and Public Utilities Department to provide funds from sponsorship received for Waterfest 2007.  The agenda outlined revenue and expenditure accounts involved.

Recommendation:  Approval of the Budget Amendment as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Crowder – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 198 TF 67.

REIMBURSEMENT CONTRACT – THOROUGHFARE FACILITY FEE – APPROVED

The agenda presented the following thoroughfare facility fee reimbursement contract.

2007 - #3 Thoroughfare Facility Fee

North Raleigh United Methodist Church

Honeycutt Road

Priority 2 Project

Total Reimbursement $2,313.42

Recommendation:  Approve contract.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Crowder – 8 ayes.
CONDEMNATION – HARTFORD HILLS PUMP STATION – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Efforts have been successful to obtain needed easements from property owners through negotiations; however, owners will not be able to present a signed easement document in a timely manner to meet construction scheduling; therefore, due to number of ownership interests involved it is recommended that a resolution of condemnation be authorized for the following:
Project Name:
Hartford Hills Pump Station Elimination Project
Name: AUTUMN RIDGE, BANTA-A, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company; AUTUMN RIDGE BANTA-B, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company; AUTUMN RIDGE BLANKE, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company; AUTUMN RIDGE BRENNER-A, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company; AUTUMN RIDGE BRENNER-B, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company; AUTUMN RIDGE CAMPBELL, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company; AUTUMN RIDGE CASTRO, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company; AUTUMN RIDGE CHUAN, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company; AUTUMN RIDGE CLARKE, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company; AUTUMN RIDGE COOK, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company; AUTUMN RIDGE DEOL, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company; AUTUMN RIDGE ESPINOZA, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company; AUTUMN RIDGE FIEDOREK, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company; AUTUMN RIDGE FRANZEN, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company; AUTUMN RIDGE GLOBAL, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company; AUTUMN RIDGE HAMMOND, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company; AUTUMN RIDGE HICKS, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company; AUTUMN RIDGE JANISCH, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company; AUTUMN RIDGE LUKE, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company; AUTUMN RIDGE NAVARRO, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company; AUTUMN RIDGE NGUYEN , LLC, a Delaware limited liability company; AUTUMN RIDGE O’HANKS, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company; AUTUMN RIDGE PROCK, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company; AUTUMN RIDGE RAYMOND, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company; AUTUMN RIDGE RS, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company; AUTUMN RIDGE SANDERSON, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company; AUTUMN RIDGE SCHULTZ, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company; AUTUMN RIDGE SIMON REEVES, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company; AUTUMN RIDGE SMITH, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company; AUTUMN RIDGE SORRELL, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company; AUTUMN RIDGE STEWART, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company; AUTUMN RIDGE STREET REEVES, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company; AUTUMN RIDGE THIEDE, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company; and AUTUMN RIDGE VARRICHIONE, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company.

Location:
4920 Edgerton Drive

Recommendation:  Approve condemnation.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Crowder – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 220.

CONDEMNATION – MILLBROOK ROAD SIDEWALK PROJECT – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Negotiations have, thus far, been unsuccessful with the following property owners for the sidewalk easements required for the Millbrook Road Sidewalk project.  In order to keep this project moving forward, staff recommends that authorization be granted for condemnation to acquire the sidewalk easement needed from the following property.

Project Name:
Millbrook Road Sidewalk Project
Name:


George and Karen E. Glaubiger

Location:

1821 E. Millbrook Road

Recommendation:  Approve condemnation.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Crowder – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 221.

WALNUT CREEK GREENWAY – CHANGE ORDER #4/US ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY AND STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA DIVISION OF WASTE MANAGEMENT – APPROVED

This change order is for a net increase of $1,812,213.94.

Reason:

In March, 2006, the City accepted bids for the Walnut Creek Greenway Trail construction.  Because of work being completed by the US Environmental Protection Agency and State of North Carolina’s Division of Waste Management on a portion of the trail, the construction project was not awarded.  The work has now been completed by EPA and DWM.  Revised contract costs have been negotiated.  Under the terms of the original contract, a proposed change order has been prepared to add Sections 1 and 3 to the contract with Narron Construction.  The contract time will be extended by 240 days.

History:

Original Contract Amount
$1,334,228.00

Net Change by Previous Change Orders
($11,383.71)

Current Contract Amount
$1,322,844.29

Proposed Change Order #4
$1,812,213.94

New Contract Amount
$3,135,058.23

Budgetary accounts to be amended:

Transferred From:

636-8893-79001-975
Walnut Creek Greenway
$1,060,732.00


Lake Wheeler to South Wilmington

636-9048-79001-975
Rocky Branch
100,000.00

636-9325-79001-975
Walnut Creek Greenway
    654,000.00


$1,841,732.00

Transferred To:

636-8893-79202-975
Walnut Creek Greenway
$1,841,732.00


Lake Wheeler to South Wilmington

Recommendation:
Approve Change Order #4 for the construction of Sections 1 and 3 of the Walnut Creek Greenway and that funding be transferred as noted.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Crowder – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 198 TF 67.
NEUSE RIVER WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT – TRAINING/ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS – BID AWARDED TO BORDEAUX CONSTRUCTION COMPANY – FUNDS TRANSFERRED

Pursuant to advertisement as required by law bids were received on March 22, 2007, for the construction of an addition to the Neuse River Wastewater Treatment Plant Administrative Building, which includes new office space, new entrance and lobby, a 100-person capacity training room and reuse water feature.  The building addition will be dual plumbed with reuse and potable water.  Bordeaux Construction Company submitted the low bid in the amount of $2,413,735.  Bordeaux Construction Company submitted a 9.1% MWBE participation plan.

Recommendation:  Approve the low bid of Bordeaux Construction Company in the amount of $2,413,735 and the budgetary transfer.  

Transferred From:

349-9166-79001-975
Walnut Crk/Influent Lift Sta Pumps
$1,043,898.00

349-9189-79001-975
NRWWTP Facility Improvements
  1,369,837.00


$2,413,735.00

Transferred To:

349-9189-79202-975
NRWWTP Facility Improvements
$2,413,735.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Crowder – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 198 TF 67.

SOLID WASTE TRANSFER STATION – BID AWARDE TO D. S. SIMMONS INCORPORATED

Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, bids were received and publicly opened on April 11, 2007 for the construction of the Solid Waste Transfer Station.  The site is on City-owned property near the Wilder’s Grove Landfill and must be in operation in conjunction with the closing of the North Wake Landfill in early 2008.  The low bid submitted by D.S. Simmons, Inc. totaled $5,483,000. MWBE participation is 29.4%.  Originally scheduled for funding appropriations over two years, there now exists a need to accelerate the construction schedule, therefore requiring total project funding to be appropriated in the current (FY2006-07) fiscal year.  Users of the transfer station will pay rates sufficient to recover all capital and operational costs.
Recommendation:  Approve the low bid with D.S. Simmons, Inc. in the amount of $ 5,483,000 and authorize the Budget Amendment which appears below to establish total funding of the Solid Waste Transfer Station.

Increase Revenue:

506-0000-51819-000


COPs Proceeds



$6,065,000.00

Increase Expense:

506-8308-79001-975


Capital Project RSV-SW Transfer Station
$6,065,000.00

Upheld on Consent agenda Taliaferro/Crowder – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 198 TF 67.

TRAFFIC – VARIOUS CHANGES – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented recommended changes in the traffic code relating to multi-way stop control at the intersection of Arrowwood Drive Huntleigh Drive, left turn restrictions and channelization on Glenwood Avenue north of Woman’s Club Drive, tow away zones on O’Kelly Street, no parking zones on portions of Cornerstone Park Drive and Slider Drive annd Blue Dun Way.

The agenda also recommended that the following companies be approved to provide valet parking zones.  These companies have met the requirements of City Code Section 11-2186.
· Premiere Parking LLC for The Office on Davie Street and ESS on West Street.

· Royal Parking Inc. for Nana’s Chophouse on Davie Street, 518 West on West Jones Street and The Mint on Fayetteville Street.

· McLaurin Parking Company for Yancy’s on Fayetteville Street, Capital City Club on Wilmington Street and Sullivan’s on Tucker Street.

The agenda also recommended establishing Valet Parking Zones on portions of Davie Street, West Street, Fayetteville Street, Jones Street, Wilmington Street and Tucker Street.

The agenda outlined the exact locations involved and in the various recommendations.

Recommendation:  Approval of the changes in the Traffic Code as outlined and the valet parking companies as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Crowder – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 199.

END OF CONSENT AGENDA

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – PROPERTY MANAGEMENT/CONTRACT – AFFORDABLE RENTAL HOUSING PROGRAM – CONTRACT WITH BARKER REALTY, INCORPRATED – APPROVED; INFORMATION REQUESTED

The City of Raleigh’s affordable rental housing program has operated since 1986.  The units are available to low income families and individuals.  The properties primarily consist of triplex and quadraplex dwellings throughout Raleigh.

As the current property management contract with Barker Realty expires June 30, 2007, a request for proposals for property management services was issued in November 2006.  Proposals were received from Wilson Property Management and Barker Realty, Inc.  Staff from the Community Development and Finance Departments evaluated each company based on five criteria:  Property Management Operation and Capability, Property Management Experience, Scattered Site Experience, Increase in Inventory and Management Fees.  Responsibility of the property manager to advertise and lease units, collect rentals, maintenance of properties’ interiors and exteriors, financial accountability and management and operation of the properties on behalf of the City, were also taken into consideration.

Staff from the Community Development and the Finance departments recommends Barker Realty, Inc. based on ability to professionally manage the City’s Affordable Rental Program, meeting the City’s requirements for providing safe, sanitary and secure properties to citizens.  It is further recommended that a four-year contract be implemented to establish a continuity to achieve the City’s goals of providing stable landlord/resident relationships for the citizens participating in and benefiting from the program.  The contract date would be effective July 1, 2007.

Recommendation:  Approval to proceed with the selection of Barker Realty Inc. to provide property management services for the City’s Affordable Rental Housing Program and to enter into a four-year contract for the services.
Mr. West stated he withdrew this from the Consent Agenda pointing out several years ago the Budget and Economic Development Committee made some recommendations and approved some innovative approaches relative to participation of minority owned businesses.  He talked about the work of Clifton Faison and his firm.  He stated the City Council did not get any feedback as to how that worked.  He stated now he sees that Barker Realty has been recommended again and pointed out while he has no problem with that firm, he thinks it is important to note how innovations the City Council put into effect work.  He stated he didn’t see anything about that experience.  He stated he is not suggesting that we hold awarding this bid, he just feels that the Council should get a report on whether what they did worked or not.  Mr. West moved approval of the Staff recommendation with the understanding the Council would be provided a report on the past program.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

TRAFFIC – TWO WAY STOP CONTROL AT THE INTERSECTION OF SANDERSON DRIVE AND WAKE DRIVE – APPROVED

It is recommended that the existing Two-Way Stop Control be reconfigured at the intersection of Sanderson Drive and Wake Drive in the Country Club Villa neighborhood.  Wake Drive runs northward from the intersection of Glenwood Avenue and St. Mary’s Street, crosses Sanderson Drive, and terminates at a 24-foot service drive (formerly known as Highland Drive Extended).  Sanderson Drive begins as a three-way intersection with Glenwood Avenue and terminates at a driveway for Daniels Magnet Middle School.  The driveway is gated and vehicles are prohibited from accessing School property.  Two-way Stop Control is currently in place on the Wake Drive approaches to the intersection.  An investigation by City staff found that Wake Drive has a higher 24-hour traffic volume than Sanderson Drive.  In addition, Wake Drive is a longer facility. Traffic flow and control would be enhanced by making Sanderson Drive stop-controlled and Wake Drive free-flow.

Recommendation:  Install Stop Signs on eastbound and westbound Sanderson Drive, while retaining the existing Stop Signs on Wake Drive, for a period of thirty (30) days after the effective date of this resolution.  The thirty (30) day period of four-way stop control is needed to allow motorists to become accustomed to the new traffic pattern.  At the end of thirty (30) days, remove the Stop Signs on Wake Drive by amending the following traffic schedule:

Revise Traffic Schedule No. 2 (Stop Intersections)
Delete - Wake Drive at Sanderson Drive

Add - Sanderson Drive at Wake Drive

Mr. Isley stated he had withdrawn this item from the consent agenda to express appreciation to the staff which met with him and the neighors to work out this problem.  He stated the action being proposed on today’s agenda is a first step.  He expressed appreciation to Bowman Kelly and Carl Dawson for getting involved, meeting with the neighbors and making his job easier.  He moved approval of the recommendation again thanking staff involved.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 199.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

REZONING Z-6-07 – STRICKLAND ROAD/LEAD MINE ROAD – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED; SOIL EROSION AND SEDIMENTATION PROBLEMS – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

This request is to rezone approximately 46.84 acres, currently zoned Residential-4.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Residential-6 Conditional Use.

CR-11094 from the Planning Commission finds that this request is not consistent with the Comprehensive Plan.  However, based on the Findings and Reasons stated in the Certified Recommendation, the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated April 10, 2007.

Planning Commission Chairman Baker explained the location and the request.  He stated this property falls within the Six Forks/Strickland Road small area plan.  He stated the property is being developed as an elderly care facility which meets the present R-4 zoning.  The project was approved administratively and construction began.  The property owners came back for rezoning pointing out he understands they determined that smaller units were better but that would increase the density.  He stated they examined the request in light of the comprehensive plan which calls for mixed residential retail and office use.  The proposed plan would yield 4.35 units per acre.  It is compatible with the surrounding properties, reasonable and the public interest.  The facility will have dining and service facilities.  The plan calls for mixed use with residential character.  He pointed out the North planning district is one of the fastest growing districts, it has been over 20 years since a similar development for elderly living has been constructed.  He stated in addition one of the conditions limits the rate of stormwater runoff to predevelopment peek flow for the 2-year, 10-year, 25-year and 100-year storms which is better than what would be required under the existing zoning.  The Planning Commission felt they got appropriate reassurances and recommended that the request be approved with conditions dated April 10, 2007.

Mr. Craven pointed out he had withdrawn this from the Planning Commission consent agenda as he wants to make sure that the conditions speak to the 100 year storm.  Mr. Baker pointed out the new conditions do that.  The present R-4 is staff approval and would meet the 2 and 10 year storm.

Mr. Stephenson pointed out there was a storm recently where the devices in the vicinity failed.  He stated he wanted to be sure that the applicants are proactive to make sure that there are no more breaches of the devices.

Attorney Eric Braun indicated Mr. Sandman, Mr. Whitehouse and he were out on the site and talked about efforts to address the concerns.  He pointed out the applicants have arranged tours, have talked with the neighbors about their concerns, forward their concerns to staff and will continue to monitor the situation.  He stated if they can get the area stabilized enough to get the grass growing they feel the situation will be covered.  Mr. Stephenson pointed out he understands there was some silting that may require dredging, etc. and asked about cost sharing.  Attorney Braun pointed out they did make overtures and offers to participate with alleviating the problem and he is sure they can work something out to everyone’s satisfaction.  Mr. Craven pointed out there seems to be an on-going erosion and siltation problem in the area and he suggested that be referred to the Public Works Committee and let the developer talk with the committee about what they are doing to rectify the situation.  Mr. Crowder questioned if Mr. Craven is talking about the boarder issue of erosion and siltation in the area and without further discussion the sedimentation, siltation problems/plan was referred to the Public Works Committee.  Mr. Craven stated given the additional restrictions on stormwater runoff and the existing approved site plan, he would move that the Council uphold the Planning Commission’s recommendation for approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 200-ZC-602.

REZONING Z-9-07 – SIX FORKS ROAD – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This request is to rezone approximately 0.53 acres, currently zoned Residential-4.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Office and Institution-1 Conditional Use.
CR-11095 from the Planning Commission finds that the proposed rezoning is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated April 10, 2007.

Planning Commission Chairman Baker explained the location and the request pointing out the Planning Commission finds that the proposed rezoning is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan, it is consistent with what has been seen and approved for adjacent properties along Six Forks Road.  Conditions all seem to be the same, etc. and the Planning Commission recommends approval.  Mr. Isley moved upholding the Planning Commission’s recommendation for approval with conditions dated April 10, 2007.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 200 ZC 602.

SPECIAL ITEMS

SENIOR CENTER FEASIBILITY STUDY – TO BE PLACED ON MAY 1 AGENDA AS A SPECIAL ITEM

At the March 20, 2007 City Council meeting it was requested that Taylor, Wiseman, Taylor (TWT) and staff review the 2302 Noble Road site in comparison with the site selection criteria matrix that was established during the feasibility study and report to Council at the April 3 meeting.  City Administration confirmed with the Wake County Public School System that this site is not available and will be used by the County for future development.  A list of proposed park sites from the Feasibility Study Report is in the agenda packet for consideration.  Materials include a description of each site, their master plan and associated maps.  Council agreed to discuss sitting for the center as a part of the proposed 2007 Park Bonds.

Mayor Meeker pointed out Council members have heard that some of the senior citizens group are talking and working with Wake County relative to a site.  He questioned if the Council wants to identify a site prior to a bond issue or after a bond issue.  He stated there are discussions going on and may be this item should be held for a couple of weeks to see the outcome of those discussions.

Ms. Taliaferro stated she does not mind holding this for a couple weeks as the group pursues discussion with Wake County pointing out the City always welcomes the County’s participation.  She stated the Council did receive two different petitions from other groups and she would ask that we take those comments into consideration as we move forward.  Mayor Meeker pointed out the list submitted by staff does have two or three fairly central locations.  He feels a central location would be good.  He suggested holding the item for two weeks until we hear back from the groups or any other discussion and at that time the Council could consider whether to move forward with naming a location prior to a parks bond or wait until after a parks bond to name the location.  Mr. Crowder pointed out one of the petitions submitted talked about multiple satellite centers and he would like staff comments on that.  It was agreed to hold the item and place it on the May 1 agenda for further consideration.

CAROLINA PINES PARK MASTER PLAN – AMENDED TO INCLUDE OFF LEASH DOG AREA

At its April 3 meeting City Council received a recommendation from the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board to amend the 1967 Plan for Carolina Pines Community Park by adding an off-leash dog area.  After discussion related to the level of support from the community and other potential sites, Council requested the item be held and placed on this agenda.  Information on the park site, meeting attendance and volunteer interest was contained in the backup material.

Mayor Meeker pointed out the big concern he has heard is the fear of some that non Raleigh residents will be utilizing this facility and that probably is true.  He stated however we have non Raleigh residents utilizing many of our park facilities and he does not see that as a reason for not locating an off-leash dog area at Carolina Pines Park.

Mr. Crowder pointed out at the last meeting he brought up some life safety issues.  He stated he is hearing concerns but he sees there are enough notes to approve the item and go against the decision of those voicing concern.  He stated however he feels we need to look at these life safety issues as they are legitimate concerns.  He feels we need to make sure we have checks and balances for dogs entering these areas to protect the owners as well as the pets.  He stated he hopes the City Council and may be Ms. Taliaferro could take an issue to the Parks and Recreation Board about revisiting our rules and regulations.  He feels that some system of dog tags or bar codes where we are simply upholding our current regulations is not unreasonable.  He feels it would also help address the concerns of not having our perimeter parks being overburdened from people outside of the city.

Ms. Taliaferro expressed appreciation to staff for information relative to citizen input, the good summary of the comments and information about attendance at the meetings, etc.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the recommendation to amend the plan for the Carolina Pines Park to allow an off-leash dog park.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  Mayor Meeker stated he feels that this would be a great amenity for this part of the city and he hopes that we can move forward and find a fourth location for an off-leash dog area as soon as possible.

ANNEXATIONS – 2007 PROGRAM – RESOLUTIONS AMENDING REPORTS ADOPTED – ORDINANCES ANNEXING PROPERTIES ADOPTED

During the April 3, 2007 Council meeting, pursuant to all provisions of the General Statutes, public hearings were held to consider the City-initiated annexation of the following areas.  No objections were raised at the public hearings; therefore, it was directed that the following locations be placed on this agenda for further consideration.

Neuse Crossing and Forestville Farms Area
Rock Quarry Road Properties
Wilmington Street Properties
Best Roofing
David O'Neal Properties
Wake Radiology
Raleigh Furniture Outlet
Extra Attic Self Storage
Creedmoor Road/Jeffrey's Grove School Road
Lineberry Drive Right-of-Way
Capital Area Soccer League (CASL)
Benson Memorial United Methodist Church

If the Council wishes to proceed with the annexations, it would be appropriate to adopt resolutions amending the applicable annexation reports including rural fire department contract and utility extension requests, adopt ordinances annexing the areas effective June 30, 2007 and a resolution placing these areas in the appropriate electoral districts.
Ms. Taliaferro moved approval of the recommendation as outlined.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolutions 222, 223, 224, 225, 226, 227 and 228.  See Ordinances 201, 202, 203, 204, 205, 206, 207, 208, 209, 210, 211 and 212.

TEXT CHANGE – HISTORIC LOT LINES – LETTER OF SUPPORT OF REPRESENTATIVE ROSS AUTHORIZED

During the April 3 Council meeting, Edith Jeffreys, Five Points East Neighborhood, presented concerns/problems relative to the NCOD as it relates to historic lot lines.  Discussion followed relative to the best way to address the concerns - develop a text change/bill before the General Assembly, etc.  It was directed that the item be placed on this agenda to receive advice from Administration and the City Attorney as to the best way to address this issue.
City Attorney McCormick pointed out he took the language that had been suggested to try to address this situation and presented it to Representative Ross.  She reviewed it and because of time constraints, etc., sent it to be drafted to get it ready to be introduced.  He stated Representative Ross has not decided whether to introduce the bill or not pointing out she had sent it out to several interest groups to try to get their input.  As of earlier today she hadn’t received any input and she would really like to have input before moving forward.  He stated we need to solve the problem in Raleigh and the bill as drafted may do that and there may be similar problems around the State and the bill may or may not address those.  It could be that it would be best for it to be a local bill.  He talked about the timing for introducing local bills, cross over etc.  He stated in order to resolve the historic lot line issue in Raleigh, we need this particular piece of legislation or something like it.  He stated the Planning Department may want to talk about possibly adopting text changes to address massing, height etc., as it relates to infill development/historic lot lines.

Planner Christine Darges indicated the issue of historic lot lines is one of many issues related to infill development and questioned whether the bill would solve of all the issues.  She stated as the staff works with the infill ordinance they document problems, etc., and want to pursue evaluation of our regulations across the board as to how to address these concerns.  She talked about tear downs and rebuilding that doesn’t necessarily come through their office but are still infill type developments and could cause concerns in the neighborhoods.  

Mayor Meeker questioned if it would be helpful to have the issue of the historic lot lines resolved and pursue the evaluation of other problems through various text changes.  City Attorney McCormick pointed out that is difficult to answer.  It depends on whether one wants the houses built or not.  He stated not passing judgement on the issue but one way or another we would need authority to address the historic lot line issue.  Mr. Crowder stated he feels we should ask for local legislation or support Representative Ross’ bill pointing out he assumes there are other neighborhoods or areas of the city that have the same problem.  He suggested authorizing a letter of support for a general bill or local bill whichever Representative Ross feels is best.  Mr. Stephenson seconded the motion and pointed out there are some problems with the historic lot line issue that may not be involved in infill development.  People just want to add a room or do renovations in their home but run into the hisotoric lot lines and are delayed, have to get expensive surveys, etc.

Brief discussion took place on the motion, how Representative Ross plans to proceed, whether it should be a statewide or local bill and the motion was clarified to indicate that the Council would support a general bill or local bill whichever Representative Ross feels is best.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

TEXT CHANGE – PRIORITIZATION – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN; TO BE PLACED ON MAY 1, 2007 AGENDA
Mr. Crowder made a motion to appropriate $50,000 from City Council Contingency to hire a consultant to do text changes so no prioritization of the pending text changes would be needed.  It was agreed to place the item on this agenda to receive a report from Administration as to whether a consultant should be hired, any staff recommendation on what a consultant should work on and cost.

Council members received the following information in their agenda packets.

There are currently 19 pending or potential text changes. On April 3, 2007, the City Council set the “pending and potential text changes” as a Special Item for the April 17, 2007 City Council meeting.  The attached spreadsheet describes the text change, origin, status, whether the text was authorized for public hearing by Council, who requested the change as well as whether the research and analysis can be prepared by staff or a consultant in the immediate future. Greg Hallam and Christine Darges will be present to answer questions.

The Planning Department seeks guidance from the City Council on the following questions: 

1. Should all 19 text changes* be pursued at this time?

2. Does the Council want to prioritize the text changes individually or in groups? (i.e., items 1, 2, 3 etc., or Priority Group 1, Group 2, etc.)

3. Is Council willing to allocate additional resources to expedite these items to undertake research, and analysis, draft text change (s) and attend meetings?

A new staff member (Planner II) could be hired to address the additional workload at an annual cost of approximately $55,000.  However, that person may not necessarily have the expertise to handle the range of issues in the immediate future. Qualified consultants could get more projects done in a shorter timeframe.  Also, it may take some time to recruit, hire and familiarize a new person to our zoning code.   
A consultant may be the best approach to address the peak work load the Planning Department is experiencing at this time, which would be a one time appropriation rather than a recurring staff cost. If the trend to amend the City’s zoning code continues, the City Council should consider adding more staff to the Planning Department.  Authorizing a Planner II to be added to the Planning Department and hiring a consultant(s) to address the backlog of text changes is another approach the Council may want to consider.
 
The estimates below represent a ballpark cost to undertake each item that was flagged as a possible consultant project on the attached spreadsheet.  The final cost could vary depending on the final scope of work and number of public meetings required.

Items Identified as possible consultant projects


Estimated Cost

DOD Storm water Runoff and Nitrogen Exemption


$  5,000 – 10,000

Front Yard Parking






$15,000 – 20,000

Hillside Preservation






$  5,000 – 10,000

NCOD/Infill Standards





$20,000 – 25,000

Citywide Parking Standards




$15,000 – 20,000

Citywide Open Space Standards




$15,000 – 20,000

Total 






$ 75,000 – 105,000

Form Based Codes




$100,000 – 150,000 

*Another text change was suggested as part of the Southwest Update discussion at the Comprehensive Planning Committee meeting on April 11, 2007.  A recommendation was made by the Committee to undertake a study and a possible text change to address “student housing.”  This item was raised after the spreadsheet was submitted for the City Council back-up material.  The student housing issue (which would be item 20) should be added to the Council’s consideration of possible text changes. 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	No.
	Text Change
	Origin
	Status
	Text Authorized
	Requested by
	Staff or Consultant

	1
	DOD/PBOD Parking Exemption for All Uses
	During the DOD Text Change discussion in 2006 (TC-16-06) which was designed to improve performance standards and reduce open space, a developer requested that parking, open space, trees and stormwater should be exempt within the DOD. Council requested staff prepare a text change to exempt parking; study open space and stormwater and create a task force to look at the tree ordinance.  
	The Parking Exemption Text Change (TC-2-07) will be discussed at the Planning Commission's Text Change Committee on 4/12/07.
	Yes, 3/20/07 Public Hearing
	Development Community
	City Planning, Public Works

	2
	DOD/PBOD Open Space Exemption for High Density Residential (Currently, no open space requirement for nonresidential use)
	During the DOD Text Change discussion in 2006 (TC-16-06) which was designed to improve performance standards and reduce open space, a developer requested that parking, open space, trees and stormwater should be exempt within the DOD. Council requested staff prepare a text change to exempt parking; study open space and stormwater and create a task force to look at the tree ordinance.  
	Council authorized text change be scheduled for public hearing (May 15).  Proposed text change: reduce minimum requirement from 15% to 10% with regulation to prohibit conversion of previously approved open space.
	Yes, 5/15/07 Public Hearing
	Development Community
	City Planning

	3
	DOD Stormwater Runoff and Nitrogen Reduction Exemption
	During the DOD Text Change discussion in 2006 (TC-16-06) which was designed to improve performance standards and reduce open space, a developer requested that parking, open space, trees and storm water should be exempt within the DOD. Council requested staff prepare a text change to exempt parking; study open space and storm water and create a task force to look at the tree ordinance.  
	Potential conflicts with State regulations and concerns with impacts to Pigeon House Creek.  Sites less than 1/2-acre currently exempt.  Redeveloped sites granted credit for existing impervious surfaces.
	No, directive by Council pending
	Development Community
	Public Works or consultant if Council desires to move forward

	4
	DOD Tree Conservation Exemption
	During the DOD Text Change discussion in 2006 (TC-16-06) which was designed to improve performance standards and reduce open space, a developer requested that parking, open space, trees and storm water should be exempt within the DOD. Council requested staff prepare a text change to exempt parking; study open space and storm water and create a task force to look at the tree ordinance.  
	Sites less than 2 acres currently exempt (excepting trees within 50 feet of thoroughfare r-o-w).  Tree Conservation Ordinance currently under review by Citizen Task Force.
	No, directive by Council pending
	Development Community/City Council 
	Tree Conservation Task Force and Deputy Attorney, if Council desires to move forward

	5
	DOD/Mixed Use Development Transitional Protective Yard
	Trend documented by City Planning Department and Development Community.  Suburban standard applied in urban areas.  Examples include North Blount Street PDD, Franklin Street site plan. 
	Research, impact study nor draft proposal have been initiated. City Planning summer 2007 work program item
	No, staff request for public hearing authorization forthcoming.
	Planning Commission, City Planning
	City Planning, if Council desires to move forward

	6
	DOD Transitional Zones adjacent to low density neighborhoods
	This issue arose as part of the Tucker Street project near St. Mary's Street.  Although this site is not located within the DOD (Peace Street PBOD Streetscape Plan regulated intensity and building height, of which the plan is in compliance), the adjacent neighborhood transition issue was referred to Comprehensive Planning Committee.
	City Planning presented DOD boundaries and surrounding zoning to determine whether potential intensity conflicts exist with adjacent residential neighborhoods. In Comprehensive Planning Committee.
	No, recommendation by Comp Planning Committee pending
	City Council
	City Planning, if Council desires to move forward

	7
	Front Yard Parking (TC-10-04/TC-10-05)
	The initial concern regarded parking requirements for duplex dwellings.  Original proposal to increase parking for duplexes was denied and Appearance Commission proposed revised text to regulate front yard parking for single family and duplex dwellings. Significant public opposition was and continues to be expressed for applying proposal City-wide.  Although staff has recommended that this issue is best resolved through individual NCOD regulations, City Planning has continued to creatively work with the CPC to draft an ordinance which could be applied City-wide.  To date, no alternative has been acceptable to the entire Committee.  
	In Comprehensive Planning Committee
	TC-10-04, public hearing held in 2004 and 2005. TC-10-05, public hearing has neither been held or authorized. Recommendation by Comp Planning Committee pending.
	Appearance Commission
	City Planning if Council desires to move forward on allowing individual neighborhoods to adopt greater front yard parking limitations via NCODs, City Planning staff.  Consultant, if Council desires to move forward on revising front yard parking requirements City-wide before July 2007.

	8
	Hillside Preservation
	This issue arose as part of the Kidd's Hill PDD.  This issue was referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee for further study.
	Pending in Comprehensive Planning Committee. Staff researched hillside codes in the US and Canada and prepared a map illustrating slopes greater than 15% in Raleigh. 
	No, recommendation by Comp Planning Committee pending.
	City Council
	Consultant, if Council desires to move forward before July 2007

	9
	Car Wash Facilities
	This issue arose during the review of the Car Wash on Tryon Road.  The City Attorney suggested that the Council may want to consider a text change to provide the applicant for car washes better predictably as to what is to be expected as well as permitted locations for car washes.
	Staff has reviewed current regulations with CPC and discussed potential conflicts with residential properties within close proximity.  CPC has directed staff to plot all existing car wash facilities on the City Zoning Map.  Staff will attempt to complete this work program by the April 25th CPC meeting.
	No, recommendation by Comp Planning Committee pending.
	Comprehensive Planning Committee
	City Planning and Deputy Attorney, if Council desires to move forward

	10
	Administrative approvals for schools
	WCPSS requested an administrative process for school site plans to expedite the construction of schools.  This text change would not be limited to public schools. 
	Letter received by Patti Head in March 2007. Research, impact study nor draft proposal have been initiated. 
	No, Council agenda item forthcoming.
	WCPSS and City Staff
	City Planning, if Council desires to move forward

	11
	Pawn Shops
	This issue arose when the City Council approved the transfer of ownership of an existing Pawn Shop. The matter was referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee for further research.
	Staff has researched issue. For the CPC, staff has reviewed the City's current Pawn Shop regulations and completed an extensive review of other municipalities' regulations throughout the State and Country.  As directed by the CPC, staff has plotted all existing Pawn Shops on the City Zoning Map and will present this at the April 11th CPC meeting.
	No, recommendation by Comp Planning Committee pending
	City Council
	City Planning, if Council desires to move forward

	12
	Annual Text change house cleaning
	Staff-initiated text change for non-substantive corrections to the Code discovered during the course of every one to two-year period.
	Notes from past 2 years identifying errors or need for text clarification compiled for draft completion. 
	No, pending completion of draft ordinance by staff.
	City Planning
	City Planning

	13
	O&I-1 mixed office/residential intensity (double dipping)
	2002 Board of Adjustment interpretation which prohibits a mixed office/residential development from utilizing both the maximum allowable density and maximum allowable FAR.
	City Planning / Inspections / Deputy Attorney discussions have been initiated.
	No, City Planning may request text change public hearing authorization following additional input from Deputy Attorney
	City Planning, Development Community 
	City Planning, if staff determines the proposal has merit and if text change authorized by Council

	14
	NCOD reform/Infill Development
	April 3, 2007 Petition of Citizens Request to no longer recognize narrow, historic lot lines which originated from early 20th-century subdivisions. 
	Issue referred to City Planning to review proposal and/or other options to address citizen concern. 
	Yes, Council has authorized staff to review citizen proposal. 
	Five Points/Whitaker Mill Community, City Planning
	Consultant, if Council desires to move forward before July 2007

	15
	Joint Zoning Hearings
	Based on new 2006-adopted State Statute mandate for increased Comp Plan analysis on rezoning petitions, citizen comments and RCAC comments, staff is studying issue of moving from 6 rezoning public hearings each year to 4 a year and extending the petition review period from 90 days to 120 days. 
	Staff has met with the Deputy Attorney to determine whether any negative impacts would result from this change.  Currently reviewing which months would best fit into a 3-month public hearing cycle.
	No, City Planning request for public hearing authorization forthcoming.
	City Planning 
	City Planning, if Council desires to move forward

	16
	Parking Requirements for Open Air Markets (Flea Markets)
	Initiated during discussions of Watson's Flea Market on Rock Quarry Road
	Council referred parking requirements for open air markets to staff to develop text change proposal. Spring 2007 work program item.
	Yes.  Scheduled for July, 2007 pubic hearing.
	City Council
	City Planning, if Council desires to move forward

	17
	Form Based Zoning Code
	City Planning Department 2006-2007 Work Program Item.  Evaluate possibility of an entire overhaul of the City's Zoning Code, eliminating the current Land Use Based Code with 20th Century design requirements (setbacks/height/parking) and adopting a new Form Based Code which puts less emphasis on Land Use and prescribed setback/height/parking requirements and more emphasis on urban form and compatibility with surrounding built environment.
	Staff person assigned to complete research and update/educate fellow staff persons and Planning Commission's Strategic Planning Committee.    
	No 
	City Planning
	Consultant, if Council desires to move forward before July 2007

	18
	Citywide Parking Standards
	Staff-initiated study to analyze parking requirements which were originally adopted in 1959.
	City Planning FY 07/08 work program item
	No, request for public authorization forthcoming in FY 07/08.
	City Planning
	Consultant, if Council desires to move forward before July 2007 

	19
	Citywide Open Space Standards
	The Appearance Commission recommended in 2006 that open space is an issue that warrants a citywide evaluation.  City Planning Staff placed the item on the FY 07/08 Work Program.
	City Planning FY 07/08 work program item
	No, request for public authorization forthcoming in FY 07/08.
	Appearance Commission 
	Appearance Commission or consultant, if Council desires to move forward before July 2007


City Manager Allen pointed out the information Councils members received in their agenda packet talks about the pending text changes, their origination, whether they could or should be handled by staff or consultant, etc.  He stated it has been suggested that we add additional staff and other possibilities have been discussed.  City Manager Allen stated he would still ask the City Council to do some prioritization, not necessarily a one through twenty but give some indication of the importance or the top items that staff should work on.  He stated they had estimated that a consultant’s cost for six of the items would be $75 to $105,000 and form based code consultants would be $100,000 to $150,000.  He just feels it would be best if Council would give some prioritization.

Mr. Crowder stated he did not know form based code was on the list.  He talked about discussions that had been held before on possible cost, possibility of adding staff, etc.  He stated all of the issues on the list are important to one or more communities and all of our communities are important and he feels we should move forward.  Mayor Meeker pointed out the ones he feels has city-wide interest would be items 13, 14, 16 and 18.  Mr. Crowder pointed out Item 16 parking requirements for open air markets is very important but he doesn’t see that as a city-wide issue as there is only one particular area which has that problem.  He feels all of the neighborhoods are important.  He stated he could support all of the proposed text change and he hopes the City Council will see fit to support moving ahead with developing all the text changes.

Ms. Kekas stated she has some problems with an outside consultant doing text changes for the city as she feels the City staff has the most expertise and would be able to do a better job.  She feels that the Council should set some priorities and if we need to hire additional staff we should do so.  She stated a consultant would have to get on board, familiarize himself with our code, etc.  She just feels we should prioritize.  Mr. Crowder expressed concern about picking and choosing.  He stated may be we should just go back and let the proposals fall the way they come in; that is go through in a systematic order of how they came up.  How to proceed was discussed.

Mayor Meeker pointed out an item was referred to Comprehensive Planning Committee to prioritize the text change.  If the committee wants to prioritize that would be fine.  He stated he mentioned the four most important ones.  Whether the committee has done any prioritization was talked about.  Ms. Taliaferro stated she agreed with the Mayor’s four as they have city wide impact.  They do come up time and time again.  She would support going with the four mentioned by the Mayor as the top priorities.  She stated if the Planning Department or the Attorney’s office needs more staff to get this work done she would have no problem supporting that in budget negotiations.  Mr. Crowder asked about adding Items 7 and 8.  Mr. Stephenson stated he feels items 14 and 7 should be in the top priority.  He stated he agreed that hiring a consultant may make the most sense.  Mayor Meeker questioned if the City Council listed the six items, 13, 14, 16, 8 and 7, how much it would cost to have a consultant and what the time frame would be or if that is something that staff could do a part and a consultant could do part.

Mr. West talked about a text change that was proposed a couple of years back relative to a duplex at the intersection of East and Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard.  It was an infill issue.  It was a great interest to the community.  He stated a lot of work was done on that issue and it seemed to fall through the cracks, nothing was done and questioned why we didn’t get a consultant to look at that problem.  He stated he is not questioning the particular items, he just has a question as to how we respond to concerns that come up and how the Council addresses those concerns and questioned if that particular concern was addressed.  Planner Hallam talked about the South Park Neighborhood Overlay pointing out he is not sure exactly where that is in the process.  He talked about the issues of building heights, etc.  How the issues that were raised about the particular concern Mr. West mentioned is part of the infill standards and how that issue can be addressed was talked about.  Mr. West pionted out a lot of times we have these issues come up, we do a lot of work but never seem to get any resolution.  Mr. Hallam talked about the item that went to the public hearing on March 20 and how that addresses some of the concerns Mr. West is referring to.  Mr. West stated the Council just did not seem to get any feedback as to how that problem was being addressed.

Ms. Taliaferro talked about Planner Darges’ comment relative to infill developments and the possibility of pursuing that through a comprehensive approach not just a historic lot line.  She suggested that the Council identify 4 or 6 items and ask staff to come back with a proposal as to how those would be addressed.  A motion was made to identify Items 7, 8, 13, 14, 16 and 18 as priorities and ask the City Manager to come back with a proposal as to how to address those items and the cost involved.  Mr. Craven pionted out Item 7, front yard parking, has been in Comprehensive Planning Committee for over two years.  It has been discussed time and time again and no alternatives have been put forth the committee feels would work.  He stated a significant amount of resources has been put into that item but no consenses has been reached.  He stated if we are going to name 4 to 6 items as priorities, he feels it should be items on which some consensus could be reached.  Mr. Crowder talked about the discussions that have taken place relating to front yard parking and also talked about hillside preservation.  How to proceed was discussed at length as was the fact that infill standards could be a part of item 14, concern about Item 8 hillside preservation, which items are the most pressing and comes up most often.  Mr. Isley made a substitue motion that the Council declare Items 13, 14, 16 and 18 as priority items and ask the Planning Director and City Manager to provide information on cost, timeframe, and how to best address those four.  His motion was seonded by Mr. Craven.  Importance of Item 7 and 8 and all of the other text changes was talked about.  Ms. Taliaferro stated she does not disagree with the comments being made as she too feels all of the pending text changes are worthy of study.  However, there must be some priorities given and she feels the City Council has the responsibility to show leadership.  She stated for instance the front yard parking issue goes back to the previous City Council.  She feels the committee could continue to work on front yard parking and hillside preservation.  Mr. Crowder can show leadership and get those worked out.  Mr. Isley’s substitute motion was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Stephenson, Mr. Crowder and Mayor Meeker who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adpted on a 5-3 vote.  The Mayor indicated he voted in the negative as he feels the 6 items listed first in the original motion should be considered.

EAST VISION IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGY – COMMENTS RECEVED – TO BE PLACED ON JUNE 19 AGENDA

During the March 6, 2007 Council meeting, the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommended implementation strategies and other direction for the East Vision Plan.  The City Council approved the recommendations with the understanding action would be held for 45 days to give the opportunity for discussions between Southeast Raleigh Assembly and the CAC.  It was directed the item be placed on this agenda to receive a report on the outcome of those discussions.  Included in the agenda packet is a copy of the approved recommendations.

Committee members received the following report in their agenda packet.

On 03/06/07, the City Council requested that Southeast Raleigh Assembly (SERA) work with (Central and South Central) CAC representatives to collect input on implementation of program and service delivery items for Olde East Raleigh.  The group was charged with coming up with a strategy for:
a. Considering the small area plan with modifications as presented by staff, and relaying these recommendations to the Planning Commission;
b. Proceeding with Martin Haywood redevelopment strategy and Moore Square redevelopment plan (includes Stone’s Warehouse);

c. Identifying and implementing CIP improvements (streetscape improvements and signage as identified in the small area plan)
d. Establishing a process to address the program and service delivery items.
e. City Planning, Community Development or Community Services coordinating the program and process with appropriate City departments to address the community issues over a 12 to 18-month period.
Brad Thompson made the following presentation:

I am Brad Thompson, Co-Chair of the Southeast Raleigh Assembly. I have resided at 300 Merrywood Drive near Robert’s Park in Southeast Raleigh for over 30 years.
I appreciate the Council’s confidence in the Southeast Raleigh Assembly and the CAC Chairs who serve the communities near downtown as expressed by your recent decision to defer action on matters pertaining to the Eastside of downtown for our review and comment. During the past two months, an ad hoc committee has been convened to seriously review and discuss the ramifications of these recommendations. Members were:
· Danny Coleman, Co-Chair, South Central CAC, Business Owner, Area Investor 
· Jeff DeBellis, Area Resident, Co-Chair of the South Central CAC, SERA Member 
· Claude Trotter, Chair, SERA Housing Issue Team, former Planning Board Member 
· F. Lonnette Williams, Chair, Central CAC, President, South Park Neighborhood Association 
· Octavia Rainey, Chair, North Central CAC, Chair, Fair Housing Board, SERA Member 
· Eleanor Nunn, Executive, Neighborhood Activist
· Brad Thompson, Co-Chair, SERA, former Councilman 
· James West, Raleigh City Councilor, District C, Mayor Protem 
We were assisted in this effort by Hardy Watkins, Director of Community Services and by Lillian Thompson, Coordinator of the Southeast Raleigh Assembly. Planning Director Mitch Silver and Community Development Director Michelle Grant also provided input. 
Let me briefly introduce our recommendations by saying that this committee viewed the Eastside area as much more than an area close to downtown and its explosive growth. We see this as a neighborhood defined by more than bricks and mortar. It is an area that is the repository of many decades of hope and aspirations for those people who live there now and who occupied it in the past. It is about more than architecture and land use, it’s about the spirit of community, the history, the culture and the relationships that make it both sustainable and important. For those who live on the Eastside, it is more than a place ripe with opportunity; it is first and foremost a place to call home.
That is why what happens here going forward is so critical. We want to make this not only a good place to invest — we want to make it a good place to live - for current residents and for those who chose to live here in the future. 
We were asked by the Council to look at four areas. I will comment on the first three briefly and expand on the fourth. 
· The Small Area Plan for the East Visioning Area is an appropriate Guide for future development. This includes the streetscape improvements and signage identified in the plan.
· We have significant concerns that the community development plan for Martin/Haywood will significantly affect both housing diversity and affordability and does not fully consider historically significant elements of the community. We believe these issues should be resolved, with community input and involvement, before this irreversible approach is implemented.
· We are convinced that the Stone’s Warehouse should be a commercial Anchor to this community and would request that any approach to the Development of this area be open and a search for ideas on how this can best be done absent a specific prescription of the intended use. We have particular concerns that the strategy presented to Council in September 2004 that proposes a mix of senior town homes, residential flats and healthcare facilities is too narrowly drawn. 
This will still leave much work to be done.
Your back-up material describes five areas of ma] or achievement identified in the East Visioning Study. 
1. Create a neighborhood-based community organization and link to an existing organization that has development capacity.
2. Establish a land use frame work. . .

3. Implement a neighborhood development strategy to facilitate revitalization

4. Create and Maintain Affordable Housing Options

5. Improve Safety and Security throughout the community 
We have only made progress on a few of these.
So the fourth of our recommendations warrants just a few additional comments.  We recognize that this area is of great interest, particularly to investors.  Its affordability and proximity to downtown makes it an attractive place to expand both commercial and residential opportunities.  That should not, however, come at the price of displacement and cultural insensitivity. Any plan for this area will only be successful if three elements are in place:

1. A cooperative effort and attitude between the city officials and staff; area residents and stakeholders.

2. A commitment by the private sector, both profit and non-profit to participate.

3. The presence of resident local leadership within the area to serve as both drivers and watchdogs for appropriate change.
We believe the world of this independent group of citizens that includes neighborhood residents, the areas CAC’s and SERA is the best way of ensuring appropriate outcomes for this plan and for this area. We therefore recommend that provisions be made on the FY 08 budget for appropriate resources to ensure completion of this community-based initiative and movement toward greater neighborhood involvement and independence. SERA is prepared to use its limited resources to ‘jump start” this plan immediately by engaging resources needed to complete a formal plan of action for this community. This will ideally be done ‘with the cooperation of a core team of city professionals that will provide both expertise and support to accomplish these goals. We have examined similar community based approaches in Boston, Baltimore and Washington, DC with many good ideas that can be applied here. We just need to fit them properly to Raleigh and the Eastside Neighborhood needs.

In summary the Ad Hoc Committee on the Eastside Visioning has determined the following for this effort: 
Mission: To empower East Raleigh residents to organize, plan for, create and control vibrant high quality diverse neighborhoods, in collaboration with community partners, which espouses development without displacement, safety and affordability, open space, and other community amenities.

Vision: Our vision thaws on neighborhood pride and maintenance of cultural values to unleash the greater assets of our community in building high quality urban neighborhoods.

Community values should be applied to identified issues raised during the visioning process to ensure appropriate solutions, approaches, and resources are employed to yield identifiable and measurable progress in the following areas of concern:

Housing

Quality of Life

Economic Development

Community Relations

We believe a determined, committed effort in these areas will lead to a strong, diverse, sustainable community that will be tremendous asset to the City of Raleigh and a great place to live for residents. We also strongly believe that a strategy should be designed and developed where local residents benefit from these new opportunities.
Your consideration of this input is greatly appreciated and we look forward to seeing this process through to completion. We believe it can be a tremendous model for future efforts with similar challenges.

Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation for the work that is being done pointing out he feels the Council will be glad to work with the group.  He stated however we have been working on this some 15 months the Council though it had a resolution a few months ago but were asked to hold off.  He stated the City owns 40 to 50 locations that it is trying to renovate for affordable housing and all of that is pending completion of this plan.  He questioned when this process can be completed.  He talked about redevelopment work that has occurred but pointed out while we continue to plan for this area, affordable housing is being left behind.  He questioned if the Council okay the request for additional time how much time Mr. Thompson is talking about and when can we go forward on the affordable housing piece.  Mr. Thompson pointed out it is a challenge.  He explained the last 45 days have been used for serious dialog.  Everyone is participating, no one is resisting change but would ask the Council to not move forward for the sake of expediency but look at sustainability.  He stated there is a willingness by all parties to involve themselves in intensive dialog to address the issues.  Mayor Meeker questioned if the work could be completed within 60 days and questioned Mr. Thompson’s reference to historic properties pointing out what we need at this point is to fix or renovate the housing and sell it to the families.  Mr. Thompson talked about the redevelopment efforts which took place in the 70’s pointing out we went through and devastated every thing including the historic fabric.  He stated here we are talking about a small slice of Raleigh’s history.  We do want to improve housing but we need to make sure we have the integrity in the plan to move ahead and meet the goals.

Mr. West stated he thought the issues the Mayor mentioned could be resolved in a couple of months.  He stated we are talking about short-term as well as long-term issues.  We tend to address the short-term but never addressed the long-term issues or problems.  He stated Southeast Raleigh Assembly has taken a giant step and this could develop into a pilot program which will validate the work of the Southeast Raleigh Assembly.  He talked about the five strategies Mr. Thompson shared pointing out three of those have already been addressed.  He talked about building creditability, bringing in the departments earlier in the process, the items being interrelated and the fact that one part cannot proceed without others.  He talked about the pieces that are residentially driven, the work of the former Eastside Neighborhood Task Force, things we need to do to move the City from great to greater, the need of the Council to commit itself to citizen involvement and providing them with the support needed, funding and his push for the City Council to establish an implementation group.  He stated citizens do a lot of work, come up with plans, proposals, etc. which are adopted but no one goes back and asks the group anything or keeps them involved.  He talked about the work of RADA and summarized by saying we are not talking about just bricks and mortar, we are talking about a spiritual infrastructure, hope, cutting edge techniques, etc.  We have to think outside the box.  He spoke about all of the intellectural capability in the area and the desires of the people to participate.

In response to questioning, Mr. Thompson stated he is asking the Council to accept this report as input to City Council deliberations and for staff to commit itself to discussions on these two areas to come up with a plan.  He stated he could not commit to 60 days but he would have a report back at that time.  Mayor Meeker moved accepting the report of Southeast Raleigh Assembly and provide 60 days for them to look at Items 2 and 3 further.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro.  Mayor Meeker stated when the group comes back he would like for them to be as specific as possible as to what needs to be changed, give specific recommendations such as certain houses not being torn down, specific recommendations on the Stone warehouse property; that is, be as specific as possible.  He talked about the group having resources available to them within our existing budget and if additional resources are needed the group could approach the Council.  He talked about gentrification and displacement verses improving property values.  Mayor Meeker questioned if the group intends to come back with specific suggestions such as land trusts, incentives, eminent domain, and again requested that they be specific.  Mr. Thomspon pointed out we have to create a substainable community that is inviting, safe and affordable and in doing that he feels the things mentioned by the Mayor will be embraced.

Mr. Stephenson pointed out we have many issues that push up against each other and talked about the need for a shared vision.  Mr. Thompson talked about affordable housing beginning to approach the $170,000 to $175,000 range and the need to create some new dynamics.  He also talked about committing to deeper subsidies.  Mr. West pointed out there are many concepts and ideas and he feels it is important for the group to come back with proposals.  He talked about the need for capacity building, and economic development, a comprehensive approach, touched on the core teams etc., pointing out he feels we have all of the infrastructure in place to put all of this together but we must address it in a comprehensive, holistic, substainable way.  Ms. Taliaferro spoke to the long-term substainability of this effort pointing out she is particularly interested in the cross department core team approach as she sees that as a big need.  She stated there are other communities such as ones in District B which are having trouble and if this is successful she hopes we can move it into other areas.  Mayor Meeker stated he hopes we will let our Community Development Department move ahead and renovate some of the property while the long-term issues are being discussed.  Mr. West stated he is in no way suggesting that the long-term issue discussions hold up the short-term needs.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

LOST GENERATION TASK FORCE – DIRECTION GIVEN

During the April 3 meeting, the City Council voted to release up to 50% of the $50,000 appropriation to the Lost Generation Task Force for general administrative purposes and asked for a report on the use of the remaining funds.

Council members received the following memorandum in their agenda packet.

This organization was not structured, to the extent that it was a Task Force with no employees, in January 2006 when the City Council directed that you include funding for it in the 06/07 budget. Subsequently, in May 2006 an Executive Director was hired to work with the Task Force in program development and fundraising. The Task Force had received a grant of $100,000.00 from Capitol Broadcasting early in 2006.

In August 2006 we notified the Task Force that a contract had to be consummated and executed. Additionally, we advised they needed to develop programming that would be acceptable for use of the majority of the $50,000.00 granted by the City Council.

Several programming proposals were forwarded that we rejected. It was our opinion that they did not measure up in terms of actually providing measurable services with significant impact on young African American and Latino males. The impact was limited in terms of number of youth to be served.

In December 2006 a three program approach was submitted serving fifty young people. One focused on twenty individuals involved in the Drug Diversion Initiative now known as C.H.O.I.C.E. This program commenced operation in January 2007. The remaining two focuses on youth expelled from school, both short and long term, and an after school scholars program. They have not yet begun. We agreed to execute a contract for these programs.

The Executive Director was notified in January and it has taken two months to bring all components together. The Lost Generation Task Force is not a 501C3 organization at this time. It operates under the umbrella of the Martin Luther King Jr. Resource Center. Consequently, we experienced a delay in executing the contract due to the nonprofit designation letter being misplaced and them having to secure another one from the IRS. The contract is now being routed through the approval system.

Given this scenario the Task Force has operated some nine months without the availability of the $50,000.00 grant approved by Council. These funds were factored in their overall budget (enclosed) and the lack thereof has caused financial difficulties.

I believe it was the Council’s intent that the Task Force receive the entire $50,000.00 this fiscal year. Given the above described circumstances, I would recommend that the full amount be granted this fiscal year without stipulations for a specific percentage for programming verses administration. Even though we have identified specific units of service to purchase for the remainder of this fiscal year; the fact that two of the programs have not begun will make it impossible for them to qualify for the funding through the normal process.

In future years i.e. 07/08 and beyond, we should insist on a 75/25 allocation for programming verses administration and not dispense funds if the units of service are not rendered.

City Manager Allen highlighted the information included in the agenda packet and concurred with the recommendation that the Council could release this year’s appropriation as requested but in future years have a 75/25 allocation for programming verses administration.  Mr. West moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  

REPORT AND RECREATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

PARKING DECK CITY/HIGHWOODS/PROGRESS ENERGY – AMENDED DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT – APPROVED

On December 6, 2006 the City Council approved a Development Agreement between the City, Highwoods and Progress Energy for the development and construction of a 1050 space parking deck on land just north of the Progress Energy corporate center.  The new deck will support the parking requirements of the RBC Plaza and further development of this block.

Progress Energy is in contract negotiations with Hamilton Merritt, Inc. to transfer their land and rights under this Agreement.  The development proposal requires a reorientation of the deck and more parking spaces.  All parties have negotiated amendments to the original Agreement which are outlined in the memorandum in the agenda packet along with a copy of the proposed amended Agreement.

The memorandum from the City Manager included in the agenda packet was as follows:

On December 6, 2006 the City Council approved a Development Agreement between the City, Highwoods and Progress Energy for the development and construction of a 1050 space parking deck on land owned by Progress just north of their corporate center.  The purpose of the deck is to support the parking requirements for the new RBC Plaza and for future development of the block bounded by East Martin, South Wilmington, East Davie and South Blount Streets.

Subsequent to this Agreement, Progress Energy has entered contract negotiations to transfer their land and the rights under this Agreement to Hamilton Merritt, Inc. who proposes a mixed-use high density development in the block.  The concept plans of Hamilton Merritt, Inc. require a reorientation of the parking deck from north/south to east/west; additional parking spaces; and accommodation for future abutting buildings requiring ventilation, sprinkler systems and a “green roof” in the parking facility.

Given these new circumstances, all parties have negotiated an Amended Development Agreement which is attached.  Most of the original language remains, along with the following most significant changes:

1) The new facility will be at-grade plus 8 stories, pre-cast concrete parking deck of approximately 1,242 spaces (vs 1,050) facing South Wilmington and South Blount Streets.

2) The deck will be built to accommodate future abutting building development along with a “green” roof, ventilation system and sprinkler system to be added at a later time by the Developer.

3) Total cost estimate of the project rises from $14,179,200 to $20,939,300.  Highwoods will own 528 spaces and contribute $7.1 million to the project.  The City will own the remaining spaces at an imbedded capital cost of $19,383/space vs the original $13,504/space.  This moves the monthly lease rate to approximately $125 to $130/month which is competitive with the current private sector pricing.

4) The City will own two shelled retail spaces versus one in the original Agreement.  The spaces will face South Wilmington and South Blount Streets.

The original Agreement and the amended Agreement have been structured to support significant high density mixed-use development in this area of the downtown.  It provides opportunities for the Developer to purchase the City spaces inclusive of any City profits or losses on operations of the deck.

The proposed amended Agreement has been executed by Highwoods and Progress Energy and is ready for Council consideration.  I recommend approval.

Recommendation:  Approve execution of the Amended and Restated Property Transfer, Development and Funding Agreement.

City Manager Allen pointed out this is a very unique opportunity and he supports the amended agreement.  Mayor Meeker questioned when construction on the parking deck would start.  City Manager Allen explained they have already started with the demolition.  If the City Council approves the amended agreement they will release the architect.  He explained Highwoods has been very patient pointing out they have to deliver parking spaces in August of 2008 and they are ready to move forward.  Mayor Meeker questioned when the residential on this and adjacent blocks will be seen.  Gregg Sandreuter stated they would be submitting for site plan approval for the overall project the next 60 to 90 days.  He hopes to see office or residential in the spring or summer of 2008.

Mr. Crowder talked about the Moore Square Historic Plan which calls for density to be up near Fayetteville Street.  He talked about the green roof and his feeling the amendment is in conflict with the Moore Square Historic Plan and pointed out to him it seems that the tail is wagging the dog as we are rushing to get the parking spaces.  He talked about putting the deck in the center of the block and the need for transition, urban form and expressed concern about the reorientation of the parking deck.  Mr. Stephenson talked about the new cost of the new parking deck and questioned the time frame for pay back.  City Manager Allen talked about the Proforma referring to 90% occupancy, 20 to 25 year taxable loan, and the pay back scenario.  In response to questioning from Mr. Crowder, the City Manager pointed out he feels the amendment is compatible with our current objectives such as the density, etc.

Mr. Sandreuter pointed out he feels this is a very interesting and unique opportunity.  We have a full block which can be developed in a 21st century mixed-use.  He feels it will be very compatible and he feels the current reorientation will help maximize the surrounding land for future development projects.  He talked about Wilmington Street being an entry and exit point for many other projects.  The proposal orients the deck away from Martin Street and pointed out in his conversations with Planning Director Silver Martin Street is an important connection between Fayetteville Street and Moore Square.  He spoke in support of the reorientation.  Mayor Meeker talked about the massing with Mr. Crowder expressing concern about putting the deck in the mid of the block which to him looks like we would be producing a reverse Mohawk, that is, we would have the density on the edges instead of the center.  He talked about moving the deck closer to Moore Square, keeping the core of the development in the center of the block or up to Wilmington Street and expressed concern about an 8-story deck with a green roof being on the edges.  Ms. Taliaferro moved approval of the amendment as outlined.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Craven and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Crowder who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-1 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE APPEARANCE COMMISSION

APPEARANCE COMMISSION – 2006-2007 ANNUAL REPORT AND 2007 – 2008 WORK PROGRAM – REFERRED TO BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Mitch Fluhrer, Chairman of the Appearance Commission, presented the 2006 – 2007 Annual Report.  Council members had received a copy of the report in their agenda packet.  He touched on the review of preliminary site plans, zoning cases and special assignment.  In outreach he talked about the community appearance survey, 2006 Sir Walter Raleigh awards, training and collaboration.  He explained in 2005 they restructured the Appearance Commission with two committees – development review and strategic outreach committees, explaining the simplification was done to increase the efficiency of the commission and help with participation.

Mr. Fluhrer presented the following 2007-2008 Work Program.

Our proposed 2007-2008 Work Program outlines the goals of the Commission for the coming year.  Some projects are ongoing from the 2006-2007 year, and others are new initiatives in our continuing effort to ensure that Raleigh develops to its best.  The Work Program includes:

1. Two major initiatives: a Silver Anniversary Celebration for the Sir Walter Raleigh Awards, and a joint City Council/ Commissions tour of selected New Urbanist communities in North Carolina.

2. Enhancement to three aspects of Commission review services: providing Council with a report on emerging appearance issues and trends in Raleigh, Commission electronic access to site plans prior to review meetings, and re-instituting Commission review of appearance-related text changes.

3. Two outreach goals: the publication of the Community Appearance Survey Results and participation in the Comprehensive Plan Update.

4. Continuing service as assigned by the City Council.

I.
MAJOR INITIATIVES

Silver Anniversary Celebration--

Sir Walter Raleigh Awards for Community Appearance

In 2007, the City’s annual salute to outstanding design and development will celebrate its 25th year.  The Commission wishes to mark that milestone with special programming commemorating exceptional local design of the past and promoting the importance of quality design as Raleigh develops.  Activities will be centered on an awards presentation in October or November.  Added funding is being requested to assist in anticipated extra expenses.

Special features of the celebration center on featuring a nationally-known speaker, perhaps as an extension of the Planning Department’s 21st Century City lecture series.  Special audio/visual features are also under consideration, with emphasis on the twenty-five years of design excellence exemplified by past Sir Walter Raleigh Award winners.  Display boards or exhibits could also highlight newly-nominated projects.  A special venue is under consideration to mark this important milestone.  The deadline for 2007 nominations is July 12.

Joint City Council/ Commissions Tour

of Selected North Carolina New Urbanist Communities

Compact development is integral to the City’s future.  Models are plentiful, but their on-the-ground success is not always evident, viewed from a distance.  The commission wishes to offer an opportunity for key officials to experience New Urbanist concepts on the “as-built” level. This item was approved by City Council as part of the Appearance Commission’s 2006-07 Work Program; we would like to request funding to cover transportation costs.
Potential participants would be members of and staff support for City Council, Planning Commission, Appearance Commission, Environmental Advisory Board, and the Parks, Recreation & Greenways Advisory Board.  The range of the tour would depend on the funds available.  Stops in the Charlotte area could include Huntersville, Cornelius, and Davidson.  A more locally-focused tour might include Southern Village and Meadowmont in Chapel Hill, and Bedford in Raleigh  Pre-tour preparations would include presentations and printed materials detailing each site, especially the respective regulatory and design standards.  Bus transportation is preferred to encourage in-travel discussion; the added funding would cover costs of that transportation and related incidental expenses.

II.
REVIEW

During 2007-2008, Appearance Commission would like to expand its service to the City by pursuing enhancement of three aspects of its review responsibilities:

As outlined and approved in our 2005-06 Annual Report, the Commission wishes to provide a summary of current appearance issues and trends in Raleigh, as have surfaced over the past fiscal year in the deliberations of the Development Review Committee.  This report will note any recurring areas of concern, toward possible text changes or other responsive action. 

The Appearance Commission hopes to gain an upgrade of its site plan and zoning review capabilities through electronic access to copies of proposed site and master plans prior to the respective Development Review Committee (DRC) meetings.  Currently, the DRC first sees the proposals at the meeting during which they make recommendations.  Through this new effort, the DRC hopes to achieve greater economy of staff and applicant time, and make more thoughtful recommendations.  This capability is now being developed; the Commission hopes for its implementation in the very near future.

The Commission also hopes that its review of appearance-related text changes can be formally structured.  This service follows as an extension of N.C.G.S. §160A-252(6)c. which calls on appearance commissions in North Carolina:
“…To formulate and recommend to the appropriate municipal planning or governing board the adoption or amendment of ordinances (including the zoning ordinance, subdivision regulations, and other local ordinances regulating the use of property) that will, in the opinion of the commission, serve to enhance the appearance of the municipality and its surrounding areas”.

Review responsibility would fall to the Strategic/ Outreach Committee, in complement to site plan review efforts by the Development Review Committee.  The Commission wishes to work with staff to develop specific parameters and standards for this duty.

III.
OUTREACH

In 2007, the Appearance Commission will publish the results of the Community Appearance Survey.  These results will be made available both online and in printed form.  The summary report will correlate the focus group meetings and the telephone survey, and suggest direction for mitigating identified issues.
The Appearance Commission also greatly looks forward to participation in the update of the Raleigh Comprehensive Plan, to begin in 2007.  The Appearance Commission provided the impetus for the original Urban Form Plan adopted as part of the present plan document.  The Commission views this work is a key component of its mission.

IV.
CONTINUING SERVICE

As always, the Appearance Commission remains ready to undertake all service as assigned by the Raleigh City Council, as in its current participation in the Tree Conservation Task Force.  

The Appearance Commission is honored to serve the City Council and the citizens of Raleigh.  How the city looks is a direct reflection of how we view ourselves, and impacts significantly the quality of life of the city.  The profile of Raleigh is rising in the United States, making this a crucial time for the work of the Appearance Commission.  It is our goal that Raleigh maintains and expands upon the design qualities which have drawn so many here and earned us attention and acclaim.  The appearance of our built and natural environment is integral our future prosperity.  We look forward to a productive and positive 2007-2008 fiscal year. 

Mayor Meeker questioned if there is any money associated with the proposed tour.  Mr. Fluhrer pointed out approximately $1,000 which is basically transportation cost or bus rental.  He stated they hope to do the tour on a bus so that they can have “study on wheels.”  Ms. Kekas suggested the item be referred to Budget & Economic Development Committee.  Without objection the item was so referred.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF TH ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY BOARD

ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY BOARD – CONCEPT APPROVED – TO BE IMPLEMENTED TO THE EXTEND POSSIBLE

Council members received the following report in their agenda packet which was highlighted by Chairman Denny Murphy.

[image: image1.png]CITY OF RALEIGH
; Y/
/"/

ENVIRONMENTAL
ADVISORY BOARD




As its first charge, the Raleigh City Council asked the City of Raleigh Environmental Advisory Board (EAB) to consider whether or not the City should consider having a goal of reducing its fossil fuel usage by 20% over the next five years.  We, the members of the EAB, answer that question unanimously in the affirmative. 

In so doing, we also state the following:

 

1.  The City of Raleigh is blessed with dedicated and knowledgeable employees who take their responsibilities seriously.  We commend the effort of the City Staff in responding to our requests for information and in implementing the City's already considerable current efforts to improve fuel-efficiency.

 

2.  The Board urges the City Council to account for recent successful efforts by departments of city government in calculating any reduction in fossil fuel usage.  Departments which have made the effort to reduce their usage of fossil fuels over the last four years should be credited for substantial progress already made. That said, there remain significant opportunities for improving efficiency and the use of alternative fuels throughout City government.

 

3.  The Board makes these recommendations with the understanding that the City of Raleigh is growing. Additionally, overcoming the joint challenges of climate change and dependence on foreign oil will require fundamental and far-reaching changes in our economy and our way of life.  The Board nevertheless recommends that the City adopt the 20% reduction goal for the purpose of providing a clear focus for the efforts of the City departments toward conservation. Such efforts will challenge traditional thinking by City government and the citizens of Raleigh. 

 

4.   The Board’s attached recommendations are made upon consideration only of City Council’s first assignment to the Board. The Board next will be studying and discussing issues related to greenhouse gas emissions and other topics. Consideration of such additional issues may require reevaluation of the attached recommendations, and we would reserve the opportunity to provide further information to City Council on this issue at a later date. 

 

5.  The Board makes the attached recommendations, and urges their adoption by City Council.  We suggest that reduction of fossil fuel usage should become a primary objective of City government, coequal with provision of services and stewardship of taxpayer resources.  Additionally, the Board encourages the City of Raleigh to join other fast-growing cities, by showing leadership in incorporating fuel-efficiency and fuel conservation in government operations.

 

Adopted by the City of Raleigh Environmental Advisory Board, this 12th day of April, 2007.

Council Assignment #1:  Should the City of Raleigh consider having a goal of reducing the City’s use of fossil fuels by 20% during the next five years?  
Goal Recommendation:  The City of Raleigh should establish a goal of reducing fossil fuel consumption by 20% from 2006 levels by 2011 (dates TBD).

· This assumes that a 20% reduction is made from a baseline year and does not include a growth variable.  For example, if the City consumes 100 gallons of fossil fuels in 2006, the goal is to have fossil fuel consumption at 80 gallons by 2011 regardless of growth.

Recommended Initiatives to Accomplish Established Goal:
· Establish City-Wide Fossil Fuel Budget
· Complete a citywide conversion to a fossil fuel consumption budget that would emphasize a reduction in fossil fuel consumption by departments.  Departments will request a fossil fuel consumption budget (gallons) and manage fossil fuel use to consumption, not cost.  This will act as a management tool for the City to manage fossil fuel consumption and achieve reduction in line with the stated goal.
· When establishing a fossil fuel consumption budget, credit should be given to those departments that have realized a reduction in fossil fuel consumption over the past four years.  

· Invest in Fleet Transformation

· At the end of a vehicle’s useful life, the City should require all vehicles be replaced by alternative fueled vehicles (AFV) and/or hybrid vehicles where possible.  Exceptions must meet certain criteria (i.e. an AFV/hybrid option does not exist) and should be well documented before being granted.
· Low emission vehicles should be given priority as replacements, such as hybrid vehicles.

· All vehicle replacements should be “right-sized” to the task with the most efficient vehicle available.    

· Maximize use of bio-diesel in all existing diesel vehicles.

· City Attorney should review warranties on current diesel vehicles and equipment and determine the validity and enforceability of those warranties with the use of bio-diesel fuels.

· Should the warranties be deemed void, investigate whether alternative warranties are available. 

· Build on the success of Raleigh’s current bio-diesel program as implemented in several departments.

· Maximize use of ethanol in all eligible vehicles.
· Determine highest percentage of ethanol that may be used in a typical unleaded vehicle without modification and provide that as a fuel for City vehicles.
· Investigate opportunities (both in public and private sectors) to increase the number of available alternative fuel and bio-diesel fueling stations available in the Triangle and to encourage production of those fuels.  

· Changes in Protocol/Policy

· Make reduction in fossil fuel usage and greenhouse gas emissions, together with energy conservation, priorities of City government on par with stewardship of fiscal resources and delivery of government services.

· Create and implement an evaluation process to assess progress against the fossil fuel reduction goal and provide recommendations for changes required to meet the goal. 

· Fuel efficiency should be a significant factor in determining City policy decisions and developing program implementation plans.

· Optimize staffing in order to engineer more efficient use of vehicles.

· Reduce the number of vehicles used per task/event.

· Implement the recommendations of the Remote Operations Facility Study.

· Investigate shared service call opportunities.

· Department/Department 

· City/Other Governments

· Public/Private Partnerships

· Maximize use of available technology/telemetry.  For example, increased use of video-teleconferencing, remote meter reading, and building maintenance system controls.

· Encourage telecommuting by City employees.
· Right size all vehicles for usage requirements.  For example, using Cushman style vehicles where appropriate; or using small sedans instead of SUV’s.
· Investigate a motor pool option for all vehicles used for administrative purposes and/or car sharing opportunities.
· Confine general use low MPG vehicles to a motor pool, taking them out of daily use but ensuring accessibility as needed.

· Require fuel efficiency and conservation education programs for city employees on a routine basis.

· Reward effectively implemented employee suggestions for fuel efficiencies and improvements.

· Annually evaluate the City fleet as part of the budget process to ensure fleet size accurately reflects the current needs of the City.  Reduce fleet size appropriately.

· Promote public awareness of city initiatives to reduce fossil fuel consumption.

· As we achieve these goals, market the City’s progress as a successful model for government and industry.

Mayor Meeker pointed out this is a substantial change in the way the City does business.  He stated it is important to look at life cycle and cost of vehicles.  He pointed out the efficiency of vehicles hasn’t changed in the last 4 to 5 years pointing out we will have to rely on the private sector to provide the vehicles.  Mr. Murphy pointed out that is correct especially as it relates to fire and other heavy equipment.  Mr. Crowder stated there are some excellent things and may be we could prioritize the different issues and suggested that the item be sent to Budget & Economic Development Committee.

City Manager Allen pointed out staff has worked very closely with the advisory board.  Many of the things they are recommending have already been implemented by Administration or they are stated work items.  He stated he did not foresee this going to committee as it is a standing work item for administration and he would recommend adopting the report in principle pointing out this will be a real stretch goal to reach.  He stated we are already doing work to reduce carbon emission, etc.  If the City Council adopts the report and charges staff with the program, staff will continue to work towards these goals. He suggested adopting the report in principle making it a goal statement of the City Council and the Staff will take it as a guideline for all departments.  We need to look at all of the departments to see where opportunities lie.  Mayor Meeker asked about establishing the fuel goals for each department with the City Manager pointing out it will be difficult.  We will have to look at each recommendation and each department.  The Mayor moved adoption of the report as a goal statement and requested administration to establish city wide fossil fuel budgets for each department.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder.  Mr. Crowder stated he likes the idea of participating with the private sector and talked about private entities such as Cargill, etc.  May be we could look at the private sector and cherry pick ideas and establish goals.  He talked about the suggestions being very innovative.  Mr. Stephenson stated the idea of a fuel budget he feels is the key as that will help foster innovation in the various departments.

Ms. Taliaferro expressed appreciation for the work of the committee.  She stated there are some ambitious goals but she feels they are within reach.  She stated however she would ask the City Manager as he works with the various departments to look at what positions would be beneficial for telecommunicating, talked about customer service and making sure our employees are assessable as not all positions are suitable for telecommunicating.  City Manager Allen pointed out we do have a telecommunicating program already established.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

Mayor Meeker questioned if the City Attorney had a recommendation as to whether the City should become involved with Kyoto protocols.  City Attorney McCormick pointed out he had not been asked to look at that with Mr. Murphy stating the Committee is already looking at that question.  The Mayor asked the City Attorney provide guidance on whether the City should partner in the Kyoto protocols.

REQUEST AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

HEALING PLACE – REQUEST FOR FUNDING IN NEXT YEAR’S BUDGET – REFERRED TO BUDGET DELIBERATION

A representative of Healing Place expressed appreciation to the City for their support of Healing Place.  He explained Healing Place has a tremendous impact on the lives of its clients and their families, the City and the County.  He stated they operate for a little less than $28 per day per client and have a 65 percent sobriety rate after one year.  He stated in partnership with other groups, they have contributed to almost a 50% decline in homeless and pointed out the cost savings to the City/County, hospitals and businesses is tremendous.  It helps reduce the burden on the Police Department.  It contributes to the rehabilitation of their clients and helps them become tax paying contributors to the community.  It is a great investment for all.  He stated they will continue their work and pointed out they feel they have been excellent stewards of their money and are proud to have the City as a partner and they need the City’s continued support pointing out he is at the meeting to ask the City to contribute $250,000 from the City’s operating budget for FY2008.  Mayor Meeker suggested the item be referred to Budget Session.  The item was so referred.

UNFIT BUILDING – 1209 CHANEY ROAD – REQUEST FOR AN EXTENSION – REFERRED TO THE INSPECTIONS DEPARTMENT TO BE PLACED ON MAY 1 AGENDA

Jeffrey E. Fournier, 1209 Chaney Road, pointed out he had not been able to call Mr. Strickland.  He outlined the jobs he has completed pointing out he had done the work Mr. Gupton wanted done immediately including the upgraded electrical box, bedroom ingress and egress, electrical box outlet access, removed the garage frame, repaired the furnace, etc.  He stated he has a mess in his yard but has not been able to financially take care of that.  The adjacent church has offered to help with the cleanup of his yard.  He stated he is a little behind and needs about 2 more months.  He stated the City had estimated that the work would cost some $40,000 but he has got it done for approximately $22,000.  Mr. Fournier pointed out he hasn’t been able to work in five years but just got a desk job and hopefully his financial situation will be a little better.  He hopes to get his tax refund and explained problems with his loan, etc.  

Inspections Director Strickland pointed out he would like to get a finish day established.  He gave a history starting with September 2006 in which the City passed an ordinance declaring the dwelling unfit with a 60 day extension.  Additional time was granted in November and on February 20 about 75% of the work had been done.  Mr. Strickland stated he had not been able to get in the house and some of the exterior work has not been completed.  It was agreed to place the item on the May 1 agenda to allow time to get into the house and assess work to be completed.

LACY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL – CONCERNS – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Forest Horne, 3201 Darien Drive, and Mark Kelly were at the meeting to discuss issues relating to Lacy Elementary School.  Mr. Horne stated they are at their wits end with the Wake County School Board dealing with Lacy Elementary School.  Mr. Horne stated he has lived on Darien Drive over 10 years and his neighbor Mark Kelly has lived there over 25 years.  Mr. Horne stated his wife Diane is a past president of Lacy PTA, and a volunteer and they have both been heavily involved in the school for quite some time.  He stated in the past five years there have been issues relating to indoor air quality at the school.  The children have developed respiratory problems, nose bleeds, etc.  Mr. Horne stated last fall they were informed that the school system was planning to tear down Lacy Elementary and rebuild on the same footprint and while doing that install temporary trailers on the soccer field.  He stated however in the last couple of weeks they have heard that the new school would be built on the open green space/park area/playground which is approximately 2.5 acres near the current school.  The kids would stay in the existing school while the new school is being built, then moved to the new school when completed and the existing school will be torn down.  He stated that means the kids would be in the school with mold problems for the next two years or so.  He stated last week there was a meeting and a number of people were there to learn about the plans.  At that meeting it was told that the indoor air quality problems had been resolved; however, the school’s architect is still talking about the ongoing air problems that seemingly cannot be eliminated and immediately one of the teachers said the problems have not been solved.

Mayor Meeker questioned what Mr. Horne would like for the City to do.  Mr. Horne stated they expect that the Board of Education will be coming in and asking for a building permit to build on the green space which will take up the soccer field, etc.  He stated he is asking the City to not grant a building permit that will allow the school to shift onto the green space as the trees will be torn down and it will have a negative impact on the neighborhood.  He stated no one was ever consulted about the change of plans and he has not seen anyone who is in favor of the new plan.  He stated the new plan will create safety problems as the bus loop will have to cross Darien Drive, cut across sidewalks, etc.  No one has looked at or asked about the safety issue.  He stated also moving the soccer field to the corner of Ridge Road and Lake Boone Trail could create problems as the balls will end up on Lake Boone Trail and kids will run into the street to retrieve them.  He questioned if they have consulted with NCDOT, talked about problems with trash cans leaves and cars being on the street making it difficult for school buses to navigate.  He feels that the change will create a safety hazard for the children attending the school.  The proposed change will cause them to lose their green space that is utilized by the school, neighborhood residents, etc.  CASL utilizes the field for games and practices.  He stated he feels the school should be rebuilt in the same footprint to avoid removing the green space and create safety hazards.  He stated he is before the Council as he does not know what else to do.  He again stated he has been a huge supporter of the schools for years as has many of his neighbors but no one bothered to consult them.  He stated they would like to know when a building permit is applied for so they can gather a petition opposing it.  In response to questioning from the Mayor, it was pointed out they had requested information from the school system via email asking for copies of the reports, plans, etc., but they have heard nothing.  He again stated no community members were consulted about this plan.

Planner Christine Darges pointed out a majority of all the public school plans require a public hearing process.  Only small additions or improvements to the interior of the building do not require the public hearing process.  The neighbors within 100 feet will be notified and the property will be posted.

Mayor Meeker expressed understanding about the problem but pointed out this is a school board matter.  City Attorney McCormick indicated the plans would be up to Wake County Commissioners and the School Board and the City Clerk could send copies of the minutes which outlines the concerns and may be the Wake Health Department could look into the concerns relative to the mold.

Ms. Kekas pointed out she lives in this area and she did get a notice.  She pointed out she understands the concerns but she moved across the street from a school.  She stated she too had been involved in Lacy Elementary.  When her children were in school there, she participated in many activities.  She stated she was unaware of the problems with the environment and she hopes that the neighbors will be able to work with the school board and the health department to come up with a compromise suitable for all.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out she has a fairly good relationship with several school board members and she will mention to them the need for having the community involved.  She stated may be the neighborhood representatives would like to talk to the County Commissioners pointing out it was her understanding the plan was to bring modular classroom in while the school was being rebuilt.  Diane Horne indicated they had come up with five different plans which would put the school at the same footprint.  She does not know why that has changed.

SIGN – HEILIG-LEVINE AT THE CORNER OF HARGETT AND WILMINGTON STREETS – DECLARED ART WORK

Andrew Stewart, 711 S. Bloodworth Street, Empire Properties, pointed out Empire Properties has acquired the old Heilig-Levine building at the corner of Hargett and Wilmington Streets and they are in the process of renovating.  He stated the sign on the side of the building has been declared a historic sign and they are requesting an exemption to the sign ordinance.  He presented a slide and pointed out they want to take the top layer of paint currently covering some of the sign, sealed the letters and protect them from the weather elements.  He stated there is no tenant in the building which will go by the name Heilig-Levine; however, it is a firm that was located in the building some 70 years.  

City Attorney McCormick pointed out the Council does not have authority to grant an exemption from the sign ordinance.  He stated however he has discussed this issue with Inspections Director Strickland and since there is no longer a furniture store in the building, no tenant which will use the name Heilig-Levine so they are not advertising; therefore, it would appear that this would not be sign under our ordinance but should be treated like the mural in the Glenwood/Brooklyn neighborhood.

Inspections Director Strickland indicated in 1989 the Raleigh Historic Districts Commission granted approval for the sign to be painted over.  He stated he agrees with the City Attorney that it is not a sign and could be considered as art work.  Mr. Stewart pointed out the plan is to preserve the sign not restore it.  Mr. Strickland pointed out as long as it is not referred to as the Heilig-Levine building or a tenant does not use that name he would consider it art.  Mayor Meeker stated it is moot point therefore the preservation could take place.

PARKING – COMMERCE PLACE – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Andrew Stewart, 311 South Bloodworth Street, representing Empire Properties, pointed out Empire Properties own a number of buildings along Commerce Place.  Currently parking is allowed on both sides of the street until 9:00 p.m.  He pointed out the neighborhood is very lively now and told of the various venues.  He stated they would like to get parking on Commerce Place.  City Manager Allen pointed out the Downtown Police District had expressed some concern about parking on Commerce Place and they are contacting the property owners and are trying to come up with a solution.  He asked that this request be held to give administration an opportunity to work with the property owners.  In response to questioning, City Manager Allen pointed out the police department raised some concerns and they are working with the property owners and a report will come back to the full Council.

MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

UNFIT DWELLINGS – HEARING – 120 LINCOLN COURT – ORDINANCE ADOPTED; 608 A, B, C PEACH ROAD – WITHDRAWN

A hearing to consider the adoption of an ordinance prohibiting occupancy of the unfit dwellings until repaired to comply with the requirements of the Housing Code and pursuant to the provisions of Section 10-6130 of the Code of the City of Raleigh.

The Mayor opened the hearing.

      LOCATION &
PROPERTY

COUNCIL DISTRICT
   OWNER
TAX ID NO.
TIME LAPSE

120 Lincoln Court (C)
Connie Greene
0035613
77  Days

Nigel Cheek, 120 Lincoln Court, stated he was present because he received a letter to come to the meeting.  Inspections Director Strickland pointed out there is a minimum housing case on this property.  There are some electrical issues, missing or broken glass and some structural issues.  He stated the landlord has done nothing to correct the issues.  Mr. Cheek pointed out his mother owns the property.  He has fixed some of the things.  He got rid of the shed and stated he was told the water heater is too close to the fuse box but it has been that way over 40 years.  He stated he has worked for himself since 1999.  He is doing some of the repairs but he just does not understand all he is being requested to do.  He stated between his house and City Hall, he has seen 40 or more houses that are in lot worse shape than his home.  He stated there are a couple of missing pieces of siding, he has been told he needs to put door knobs on some closet doors, he knows nothing of the electrical problem.  He just does not understand why all of a sudden he is being told to do all this work.  Inspections Director Strickland suggested giving Mr. Cheek 30 days or so to go to the Community Development Department to seek some assistance.  The Mayor closed the hearing.  Ms. Taliaferro moved adoption of an ordinance to be effective in 30 days.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 213.

608 A, B and C Peach Road - Welhelmina Boyd, property owner Tax ID 0122225.  It was pointed out this case has been resolved so the item could be removed with no action taken.  

UNFIT BUILDING DEMOLITION – 1517 EAST LANE STREET – HEARING – RESOLUTION CONFIRMING CHARGES ADOPTED

A hearing to consider the adoption of a resolution confirming the charges for demolition of the Unfit Buildings as a lien against the property as listed below.

      LOCATION &
 PROPERTY

 DEMOLITION

COUNCIL DISTRICT
   OWNER
TAX ID NO.
        COST

1517 East Lane Street (C)
John T. Bailey
0035067
$3,230.00

The Mayor opened the hearing, no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of a resolution confirming cost as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 229.

PUBLIC NUISANCE COST CONFIRMATION – HEARING – VARIOUS LOCATIONS; 524 BRENT ROAD – WAIVED; RESOLUTION CONFIRMING OTHER CHARGES – ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider adoption of a resolution confirming the charges for the abatement of public nuisances as a lien against the property as listed below.  The Mayor opened the hearing on each case.

       LOCATION &
      PROPERTY 

COUNCIL DISTRICT
        OWNER
TAX ID NO.
ABATEMENT

3601 Barwell Road (C)
Domingo V. Cristobal
0186222
$250.00

524 Brent Road (D)
Steven C. & Lyn N. Morrison
0126152
$325.00

Steve Morrison, 524 Brent Road stated he was surprised when he received the notice.  He has several properties and when he got the notice on 524 Brent Road, he called the tenant and was told none of the stuff was on the property she rents.  He stated he thought the public nuisance related to 526 Brent Road.  He pointed out his tenant at 526 Brent Road is a student at NCSU and told of conversations between he and his tenant and explained his tenant fixes old appliances, etc.  He stated he has pictures.

The tenant at 526 Brent Road indicated he had corrected the problem.

He pointed out the notice went to 524 Brent Road so he was never notified.  It was explained that the City removed a lot of items that were not on the first list and removed items he was utilizing from his yard.  He was working on a washing machine and is in the process of restoring a 16 foot catamaran, some of the parts were on the porch but they have been removed.  He cannot replace them and they have been destroyed.  He had taken care of the things on the original list and is not sure why the city removed some of the things from the yard.  Inspections Director Strickland pointed out the property is a duplex but both sides are listed as 524.  He presented a series of pictures showing the condition.

Mr. Morrison asked that the fees be waived.  He stated he tries to keep his property in good condition and pointed out his tenant is not an employee of his but does some work for him.  He stated there was some stuff in the back yard but it backs up to a wetland and so he didn’t think there were any problems with visibility.  He stated the problems have been resolved and it will not happen again and again asked that the fees be waived.  In response to questioning, Mr. Strickland pointed out the fees included $175 administrative fee, $250 civil penalty and a $150 abatement cost.  Mr. Morrison pointed out his tenant actually thought some of the things had been stolen and filed a report with the police department.  Mr. Isley moved that all of the charges against 524 Brent Road be waived.  He pointed out the tenant is working his way through school trying to fix things to make money and it seems that the City removed some of his property.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Craven and after brief discussion and concern being expressed by Mr. Crowder the motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Crowder who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-1 vote pointing out the entire fee has been waived.

1600 Cross Street (C)
Johnson & Hamill Properties
0006803
$225.00

104 Dixie Trail (D)
William J. Lackey
0033528
$275.00

1305 Joe Louis Avenue (C)
Ralph B. Marshall
0003867
$375.00

110 Jones Franklin Road (D)
Hidden Rock LLC
0004313
$475.00

4528 Kaplan Drive (D)
David & June King
0109819
$275.00

8608 Keegan Court (A)
Jose R. & Rosa E. Turcio
0122004
$225.00

4401 Lead Mine Road (A)
Joanna Smith & 
0023909
$275.00


Melissa Smith Mills


C/O Joseph H. Call

1600 East Lenoir Street (C)
Capital Property Management
0275459
$350.00

705 Merrywood Drive (C)
Ruel Lawrence Wiggins, Jr., Heirs 
0041790
$375.00


Sylvia B. Wiggins

1508-1508 ½ Pender St. (C)
Norman K. & Evelyn B. Stanley
0047828
$250.00

5208 Saddle Court (A)
Phillip M. Kermon
0057944
$385.00

705 Sherrybrook Drive (C)
Capital Property Management
0275458
$345.00

105 Strawbridge Court (A)
Federal National Mortgage 
0108883
$375.00


Association

726 Wilson Street (C)
Nelson Lee & Dorothy M. Holder
0011961
$2,384.00

Mayor Meeker pointed out 4401 Leadmine Road should be removed as the charges have been paid.  The hearing was closed on the remaining properties.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of a resolution confirming the remaining charges as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 230.

EASEMENT EXCHANGE – ABBINGTON RIDGE SUBDIVISION – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider exchanging sanitary sewer easements relating to the Abbington Ridge Subdivision.  The Mayor opened the hearing, no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  City Manager Allen pointed out staff has no problem with the proposal.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of a resolution authorizing the exchange as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 231.

ANNEXATION – RANDLEIGH FARM – HEARING – ORDINANCE AND RESOLUTION ADOPTED

A hearing to consider the petitioned annexation of the Randleigh Farm.  The hearing is pursuant to petition, advertisement and notification as required by law.  If following the hearing, the Council wishes to proceed, it is recommended that the Council adopt an ordinance annexing the property effective May 31, 2007 and a resolution placing the property in City Council Electoral District C.

The Mayor opened the hearing, no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of an ordinance annexing the property effective May 31, 2007 and adoption of a resolution placing the property in the appropriate electoral district.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 214 and Resolution 232.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

SURPLUS PROPERTY – NORTHERN CHATHAM COUNTY - TO BE SOLD THROUGH UPSET BID PROCESS

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends that the City Council declare City-owned property in northern Chatham County - off Lystra Road (Chatham County Tax ID 0068776) surplus property and accept the offer of $7,875 from Russell and Jacquelyn L. Jones subject to the upset bid process.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

RED LIGHT CAMERA – CONTRACT WITH AFFILIATED COMPUTER SERVICES – EXTENDED – ITEM TO BE CONSIDERED IN AUGUST 2007

Mayor Meeker stated he has been excused from participation in this item therefore he left the table.  Mayor Pro Tem West took the chair.  Mayor Pro Tem West reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends that the City Council authorize the City Manager to exercise the amended contract extension with Affiliated Computer Services for the Raleigh Safe Light program and in August of 2007 the City Council will consider whether to go out with an RFP or how to proceed with the program.  On behalf of the committee, Ms. Kekas moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mayor Meeker who was excused from participation.  Mayor Pro Tem West ruled the motion adopted on a 7-1 vote.  

LEASE – 4501 ATLANTIC AVENUE – ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZED TO ENTER AGREEMENT

Chairperson West reported by unanimous vote in Real Estate Committee of the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends authorizing staff to enter into a lease agreement for property located at 4501 Atlantic Avenue consisting of 8,754 square feet.  The property is owned by S. J. Company and the lease term will be 6 years and 7 months.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. West moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

DOWNTOWN REMOTE OPERATION FACILITIES – STAFF GIVEN DIRECTION ON OFFER TO PURCHASE

Mr. West reported the Real Estate Committee by unanimous vote recommends that staff be authorized to enter into an offer to purchase and contract for 2.759 acres from York Properties, Inc. located on Brentwood Road.  The site will be used in conjunction with the potential purchase of the Downtown remote facilities operation center site.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. West moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote. 

CONDEMNATION – COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – 907 AND 913 LANE STREET – APPROVED

Mr. West reported the Real Estate Committee recommends that the Council approve the condemnation proceedings for the acquisition of property located at 907 and 913 Lane Street.  The property is owned by Mark Brittain Gurley and Worth P. Gurley, Jr. respectively.  The property will be utilized for planned redevelopment purposes.  Mr. West moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

REZONING Z-49-05 – GLENWOOD AVENUE – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

Chairperson Crowder reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends approval of Rezoning Z-49-05 – Glenwood Avenue as requested.  On behalf of the Committee, he moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote. See Ordinance 200 ZC 602.

ANNEXATION – BECKY CIRCLE PROPERTIES – ORDINANCE AND RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED

Chairperson Crowder reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends moving forward with annexation of the Becky Circle Properties which includes adoption of a resolution amending the annexation report to acknowledge receipt of fire department contract requests, adoption of an ordinance annexing the property effective June 30, 2007, and adoption of a resolution placing the property in City Council Electoral District B.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Crowder moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 233, Ordinance 215 and Resolution 238.

PAWN SHOPS – REGULATION FOR LOCATION – RETAINED IN COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE; SUBMISSION OF DAILY TRANSACTIONS TO POLICE DEPARTMENT– REFERRED TO LAW & PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

Chairperson Crowder reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends that the issue of submission of daily transactions to the Police Department be referred to the Law and Public Safety Committee. Current regulations allow the reports for the 24-hour reporting period to be mailed within a two-day period, but since there is only a 48-hour period to hold items before resale, by the time the mailed reports arrive at the Police Department those items could have been sold.  Most pawn shops send the reports electronically.

The agenda item Pawn Shops - Regulation for Location will remain in the Comprehensive Planning Committee.

Without objection it was agreed to follow that course of action. 

CP-1-06 – SOUTHWEST DISTRICT PLAN UPDATE – APPROVED – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Chairperson Crowder reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends approval of CP-1-06 with the following corrections/clarifications.

a.
concerns with the Trailwood community, i.e., a conflict between the Neighborhood Conservation Overlay District and the plan - the designation needs to be low density instead of medium density.

b.
the year 2004 should be corrected to 2002 in the sentence in the Method Small Area Plan regarding expansion of the Raleigh Islamic Association facility.

c.
recommending to the Council that this be looked at from a zoning perspective based on use.

d.
the corridor plan issue at Method at the Beltline and Gorman Street, i.e., recommending the area for a specific corridor study.

e.
changing the park to an open space area on page 42 of the Fairgrounds Area Land Use.

f.
recommend development of a zoning district for student-oriented housing.

On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Crowder moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 234.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

WATSON FLEA MARKET – VARIOUS CONCERNS – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA

Chairperson Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends that the item Watson Flea Market – various concerns be reported out of the Public Works Committee with no action taken.  The item will remain in Law & Public Safety Committee to be discussed at a later date.  Without objection it was agreed to follow that course of action.

TRAFFIC – RESIDENTIAL PERMIT PARKING – VILLAGE AT PILOT MILL AND CAPITAL PARK – TO BE PLACED ON MAY 1 AGENDA

Ms. Taliaferro pointed out the Committee was prepared to make a recommendation to uphold staff to establish a residential permit parking in the vicinity of the Village at Pilot Mills and Capital Park.  She stated at the committee meeting it was discussed at length; however after discussions with Dr. West and others since the meeting it has come to her attention that the PTA was not aware of the proposal or the problem or the Public Works Committee meeting.  They would like an opportunity to sit down with Council representatives to discuss this issue further as there are some public safety issues.  She suggested holding the item placing it on the next agenda to give time for the community, and the school representatives to meet with Dr. West and her to work out some type compromise.  Mayor Meeker pointed out Mr. Isley has been very involved in similar situations and he feels it would be good if Mr. West and Ms. Taliaferro let him know when the discussions are taking place.  Without objection it was agreed to hold the item and place it on the next agenda.

REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

HILLSBOROUGH STREET – LANDSCAPING/MAINTENANCE – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Mr. Craven pointed out recently the Public Works Committee was studying the streetscape issue relating to the Reynolds building.  He pointed out there have been a number of plans for Hillsborough Street, some have happened and some have not; however the whole area seems to lack maintenance, the trees could use some tender loving care, planting areas need mulch, some need plantings, other need some help.  He stated it looks like this would be a good task for the Appearance Commission and Urban Forester to look at the needs and develop some type maintenance program which would help extend the life, appearance and quality in the area.  The item was referred to Administration.

TREES – INFESTATION – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Mr. Craven pointed out he has noticed a problem of insect infestation and almost all of the downtown street trees.  A particular pest is known as the gloomy scale.  He stated there are some processes available to treat this situation that works in urban areas.  He asked that administration look into a treatment regime and associated costs.

FIESTA NIGHTCLUB – CONCERNS – REFERRED TO THE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

Ms. Taliaferro pointed out the Fiesta Nightclub on Falls of Neuse Road has had two shootings recently.  One involved a member of their staff.  She asked the City Attorney to look into the situation and to refer the item to the Law & Public Safety Committee to look at what could be done to address the deteriorating conditions.

BERKSHIRE DOWNS SPRINGFEST – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Ms. Taliaferro pointed out she attended the Berkshire Downs Springfest over the weekend.  It was a great event and it was good to see the community and fellowship.  She expressed appreciation to the Police Department including the mounted patrol, canine unit, Community Development Department and others who participated in the event.  She pointed out representatives from the Community Services Department was there for translation purposes and it was a great event and she saw some new neighborhood engagement in the area.

TRAFFIC – PARKING ON BERNARD STREET – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

Ms. Taliaferro asked that an item be referred to the Public Works Committee to look at parking restrictions on Bernard Street.  She talked about the redevelopment that is occurring in the area both residential and retail and pointed out it may be time to examine the on street parking regulations.  Without objection the item was referred to the Public Works Committee.

FALLS LAKE INITIATIVE/LEAD TRUST INCENTIVES – REFERRED TO BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Mayor Meeker asked that an item be referred to Budget & Economic Development Committee to look at the Falls Lake Initiative and get a report on how much money has been spent on the conservation plan and easements and the amount of money that may be left for additional purchases, etc.  He stated he would also like to look at whether we should have some type incentive for land trust for those who bring in easements, etc.  Without discussion the item was referred to Budget & Economic Development Committee.

STATURE – SIR WALTER RALEIGH – INFORMATION REQUESTED

Mayor Meeker asked about the location of the Sir Walter Raleigh Statute which was removed from Fayetteville Street Mall and sent to Cincinnati for refurbishing.  He asked to be provided information as to when the statute will be returned.  City Attorney McCormick indicated as soon as we determine a location the statute can be returned.  He stated we may have to place the statute somewhere temporarily until a final resting place is determined.

BARWELL ROAD COMMUNITY CENTER – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. West talked about the presentation of a check to the Barwell Road Community Center.  He stated it was a very positive event, the residents are very excited about the park, the school, etc. and expressed appreciation to the Olde Town Development.  Mayor Meeker stated the donation worked well and talked about a different outcome in a similar situation in another town.

MAGAZINE ARTICLE – INFORMATION REQUESTED
Mr. West pointed out recently there was a  magazine article relative to the City of Raleigh being the third best place in the country for black businesses.  He stated he is excited about the honor but would like some information on how that was determined the factors that figured into it, etc.  He pointed out the City is doing a lot of work and he would just like information on the whether there is any cause and affect of the revitalization efforts we are under taking on this award.  The Mayor suggested having the Chamber of Commerce provides a report as to what is behind the honor.

STREETSCAPE PLAN – HILLSBOROUGH STREET – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Mr. Crowder pointed out it has come to his attention that the Hillsborough Streetscape Plan the four blocks from the Capital moving west has never been formally adopted by Council.  He asked that staff repair a report.

RALEIGH TELEVISION NETWORK – INFORMATION REQUESTED

Mr. Crowder pointed out he received a disturbing email about the language used in one of the shows on Raleigh Television Network.  He asked that staff to investigate and prepare a report.  The item was referred to administration.

ART MUSEUM PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE – INFORMATION REQUESTED

Ms. Kekas questioned what progress has been made for lights, on the pedestrian bridge in the vicinity of the Arts Museum.  She stated it is her understanding they might have someone to sponsor the equipment and may be the City could help with the electrical work, etc.  Administration was asked to provide a report.

POLICE DEPARTMENT – STALKING EPISODE – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Mr. Isley stated he would provide the City Manager with some information relative to a potential stalking episode and he would like for the Police Department to investigate the incident.

HEALTH COVERAGE – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Isley commented the Mayor on his “Weigh In” program and efforts  pointing out he has set a goal for himself to lose 20 pounds.  He stated he had been visiting with Dr. Barbara Ann Hughes, a member of the Raleigh Human Relations Commission, who is a nutritionist.  He stated he learned from Dr. Hughes that the City of Raleigh’s Blue Cross Blue Shield allows 4 visits to a nutritionist for its employees.  He encouraged City employees to take advantage of that benefit.

Mayor Meeker talked about his program.

APPOINTMENTS

APPOINTMENTS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

The City Clerk reported the following results of the ballot vote:

Human Relations Commission – One Vacancy – Ricardo Perez – 7.  (All but Stephenson);  Johnsie Snipes – One (Stephenson)

Planning Commission – One Vacancy – Mr. Stephenson nominated Paul Black.  In response to questions, the City Clerk reported Matthew Brown received two votes (Crowder, West) and Waheedul Haq received 5 (Meeker, Isley, Kekas, Taliaferro, Craven).  The City Clerk explained the Council policy which is when a nomination is made the vacancy is carried over to the next meeting.  Mr. Stephenson stated the Council had been at a deadlock between Mr. Brown and Mr. Haq therefore he searched to find a compromise candidate and had nominated Mr. Black.  Mr. Stephenson gave Mr. Black’s credentials with all Council members indicating he would be a good candidate and there are upcoming vacancies.  Mayor Meeker moved that the Council suspend its rules and confirm Waheedul Haq as a member of the Planning Commission.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote and announced the appointment of Ricardo Perez to the Human Relations Commission.

NOMINATIONS

STORMWATER ADVISORY COMMISSION – VACANCY ANNOUNCED

Stephanie Hall has recently moved outside the Raleigh City Limits and is no longer eligible to serve; therefore has submitted her resignation.  There is one vacancy for consideration.  No nominations were made therefore the item will be carried over to the next meeting.

GREATER RALEIGH CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU – NOMINATIONS MADE

The terms of Citizens at Large representatives Lloyd M. Yates and David W. Strong are expiring in June.  Mr. Yates does not wish to be considered for reappointment.  Mr. Strong is eligible for reappointment, has a good attendance record and would like to be considered for reappointment.  Additional information from the GRCVB is included in the agenda packet.

Ms. Taliaferro nominated Mr. Strong and Melanie Davis-Jones.  The item will be carried over to the next meeting.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK

MINUTES – APRIL 3, 2007 – APPROVED

Council members received copies of the minutes of the April 3, 2007 Council meeting.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the minutes as presented.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

CLOSED SESSION

CLOSED SESSION – HELD

Mayor Meeker stated a motion is in order to enter closed session pursuant to NC GS143-318.11(a)(3)(5) to consult with the City Attorney and give direction to him regarding workers compensation cases.  On behalf of the Council, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Council went into closed session at 4:40 p.m.

The Council reconvened an open session at 4:47 p.m. with Mayor Meeker announcing in closed session the City Council gave advice to the City Attorney on two workers compensation cases.

Adjournment.  There being no further business Mayor Meeker announced the meeting adjourned at 4:47 p.m.  He stated members of Council would gather in front of the Municipal Building to take a tour of the Convention Center construction site.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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