
City Council Minutes


April 3, 2007

COUNCIL MINUTES
The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 3, 2007, in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.

Mayor Charles C. Meeker

Mayor Pro Tem James P. West

Thomas Craven

Thomas G. Crowder

Philip R. Isley

Joyce Kekas

Russ Stephenson

Jessie Taliaferro

The Mayor called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Father Misaeil Abou El Kheir, St. Mary Coptic Christian Church.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Council Member Philip R. Isley.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS
PROCLAMATION – NATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS WEEK – PROCLAIMED EMPLOYEE AND ROOKIE OF THE YEAR – PLAQUES PRESENTED
Mayor Meeker read a proclamation proclaiming April 8-14 as National Telecommunications Week in the City of Raleigh.  The proclamation was accepted by Emergency Communications Director Barry Furey.  Mayor Meeker also recognized Scot Rademacher as the ECC Employee of the Year and Michael Suzik as ECC Rookie of the Year Award.  In accepting the proclamations Mr. Rademacher expressed appreciation for the awards pointing out the people who work in Emergency Communications are very dedicated, work hard, work long hours, take their work seriously and are pleased to be recognized.

PROCLAMATION – COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT WEEK - PROCLAIMED
Mayor Meeker read a proclamation proclaiming April 9 through 15 as Community Development Week in the City of Raleigh.  The proclamation was accepted by Community Development Director Grant who talked about the work and the purpose of the Community Development Department.  She gave a brief history of the creation of Community Development in 1974 and talked about the goals and objectives of the department.  She recognized and thanked the Community Development Department staff.

PROCLAMATION – SOUTHEAST RALEIGH INDOOR TRACK DAY – PROCLAIMED
Mayor Meeker read a proclamation proclaiming Southeast Raleigh Indoor Track Day in the City of Raleigh.  He recognized members of the Southeast Raleigh Boys and Girls Indoor Track Team and commended them on a job well done.  In accepting the proclamation, the senior captain expressed appreciation to their coach who started the track dynasty at Southeast Raleigh.  Mayor Meeker talked about his participation in indoor track in high school.

CERTIFICATES OF APPOINTMENT – PRESENTATION MADE
Mayor Meeker explained the Certificate of Appointment presentation and presented a certificate to Anna Elizabeth Welch who was recently appointed to the Appearance Commission.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS – RECEIVED
Mayor Meeker indicated he and Mr. West attended a celebration at Hamlin Drug, East Hargett Street yesterday.  He stated Hamlin Drug is celebrating 103 years of service in that location.  He talked about Dr. Johnson.  Mr. West pointed out it is a very historic business and was a part of the social life of segregated Raleigh.  It is important to the life of the City that we remember the historical significance and talked about Assistant City Manager Wray who has been working with the Southeast Raleigh Assembly to make sure the celebration is recognized.

Mayor Meeker pointed out last Saturday there was a celebration by Trees Across Raleigh.  He pointed out through the Trees Across Raleigh program over 7,000 trees had been planted in the City of Raleigh by NCSU and various groups.  On Saturday an additional 500 trees were planted.  He pointed out it is a great volunteer effort.

Mayor Meeker stated at the end of the meeting there will be short closed session to perform the annual evaluation of the City Manager.

CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED
Mayor Meeker presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion.  If a Councilor requests discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  He stated the vote on the Consent Agenda would be a roll call vote.  Mayor Meeker stated he had received the following requests to withdraw items from the Consent Agenda:  Downtown Underground Parking Deck (Crowder); Public Auction (Crowder); Consultant Services – Falls of Neuse Realignment and Widening (Taliaferro); Extension of the Red Light Camera Contract (Meeker, Kekas); Street Closing – 4-07- St. Albans/Camelot Drive (Crowder); Residential Permit Parking (Taliaferro).  Without objection those items were withdrawn from the Consent Agenda.  Mayor Meeker stated there needs to be an item added to the Consent Agenda pointing out Council members received information at the Council table relative to a request to close the 200 and 300 block of Fayetteville Street for an event.  It was agreed to add that item to the Consent Agenda.  Ms. Taliaferro moved Administration’s recommendations on the items not withdrawn from the Consent Agenda and the added item be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  The items on the Consent Agenda were as follows.

PARADE ROUTES – VARIOUS – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS
The agenda presented the following requests for parade routes:

Shaw University Class of 2009 Parade

Juanda Holey, representing Shaw University, requests permission to hold a parade on Saturday, April 28, 2007 from 8:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m.

Annual Summerfield North Memorial Day Parade

Beth Robertson requests permission to hold a parade on Monday, May 28, 2007 from 10:00 a.m. until 12:30 p.m.

Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions on the reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

ROAD RACE – CAPITAL CYCLING CLUB CRITERIUM – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS
Kimberly Kobes, representing the Capital Cycling Club, requests a street closure on Friday, May 25, 2007, from 5:45 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. for a cycling criterion.

Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

STREET CLOSING – VARIOUS LOCATIONS FOR VARIOUS EVENTS – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS
The agenda presented the following request for temporary street closings:

3300 Block of Pollack Place

Sharon Cummings, representing University Park Homeowner’s Association, requests a street closure on Sunday, April 15, 2007, from 2:00 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. for a neighborhood block party.

Streets in Vicinity of Moore Square

Paul White, representing the Wake County SPCA, requests a street closure on Saturday, May 5, 2007, from 4:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m. for a fundraising awareness pet walk.

In addition to the walk, he requests that Parham Street in the City Market be closed from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. to facilitate further fund raising festivities.

He also requests waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.

1400 Block of Doughton Street

Leslie Howes requests a street closure on Saturday, May 5, 2007, from 3:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. for an annual neighborhood celebration.

1100 Block of Holmes Street

Theola Jones, representing Bible Way Temple, requests a street closure on Saturday, June 16, 2007, from 10:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. for a church youth festival.

200 and 300 Block of Fayetteville Street
Doug Grisson, Raleigh Convention Center, and Artspace requests closing the 200 and 300 blocks of Fayetteville Street, on Saturday, April 21, 2007, for an arts festival.  He is also requesting encumbrance of parking spaces in the same area, waiver of all City ordinances pertaining to possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages in City property and the ordinance pertaining to amplified sound.

Recommendation:  Approval of the temporary street closings and waiver of ordinances subject to conditions noted on the reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENTS – HALIFAX STREET – RESOLUTION-OF-INTENT SETTING PUBLIC HEARING ADOPTED
It is requested that a public hearing be authorized to consider a project to install sidewalk along the west side of Halifax Street (approximately 1,375 linear feet) with assessments to apply at the rate of $6 per foot.  The Halifax Street sidewalk is on the City’s Capital Improvement Program.  Engineering staff has completed design of the Halifax Street sidewalk project from Cedar Street to City Park.  A public meeting for the project was held on August 26, 2006.  It is now appropriate to schedule a public hearing to approve the design and authorize the assessments.  A location map was in the agenda packet defining the proposed sidewalk.

Recommendation:  Approve a resolution-of-intent to for a Tuesday, May 1, 2007 public hearing to approve the design and authorize the assessments.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 206.

SIDEWALK REPAIRS – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – RESOLUTION-OF-INTENT SETING PUBLIC HEARING ADOPTED
It is requested that a public hearing be authorized to consider a project to repair broken sidewalks at the following locations:

Location
Tax ID Number
Approximate Cost
204 Poplar Street
0001265
$250.00

3300 Woodward Place
0012626
$510.00

430 Buck Jones Road
0022234
$2,911.00

This work is to be assessed at 100 percent of actual cost to the adjacent property owner in accordance with Section 6-2023 of the City Code with payment due upon completion or over a ten (10) year payment option period.

Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution-of-intent for a Tuesday, May 1, 2007 public hearing to consider the improvements.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 207.

ZONING HEARING – MAY SCHEDULE – APPROVED
The Planning Department has received eight requests for rezoning to be held at the Tuesday, May 15, 2007 public hearing.  There may be several text changes and comprehensive plan amendments.

Recommendation:  One hearing to be scheduled at 6:30 p.m., on the evening of Tuesday, May 15, 2007 and that the zoning tour be held on Friday, May 11, 2007 starting at 8:30 a.m.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

GRANT – POLICE DEPARTMENT – ACCEPTANCE APPROVED
The Raleigh Police Department has received approval of a grant submission from the Homeland Security - Commercial Equipment Direct Assistance Program (CEDAP).  The grant award provides at no charge to the department one MX-2 Handheld Thermal Imager.  The value of the grant is approximately $17,033.24.  The device allows users to zoom in on far away objects or capture critical thermal scene information.

The equipment will be assigned to the Special Operations Division.

In addition, the grant provides travel, lodging and per diem for one individual to attend mandatory training in May 2007 on the operation of the thermal imager.

Recommendation:  Accept the grant award.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

EASEMENT EXCHANGE – 875 HIGHWAY 70 WEST – REPEALING RESOLUTION ADOPTED
A request has been received from Magda Saad, Manager of B.S.S. Properties, LLC, property owner, to reverse Council Resolution 2006-54, which would exchange an existing 50-foot water easement for a relocated 50-foot water easement at 875 Highway 70 West in Garner.  There presently is no water main in either easement and the City of Raleigh’s Public Utilities Department wishes to retain the easement for possible future expansion of the water system in Garner.

Recommendation:  Repeal Resolution 2006-54.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 208.

EASEMENT EXCHANGE – ABBINGTON BRIDGE SUBDIVISION – RESOLUTION-OF-INTENT ADOPTED
A request has been received from Ralph V. Pendergraph, Jr., PLS, Manager of Pendergraph & Taylor Surveying, PLLC, on behalf of Rock Quarry Associates, LLC, property owner, to exchange an existing 20-foot City of Raleigh sanitary sewer easement for a relocated 20-foot City of Raleigh sanitary sewer easement for a sanitary sewer serving Abbington Ridge Subdivision, Phase 3, in Raleigh.  The developer has realigned the sanitary sewer easement to allow for better lot development.  This exchange is in accordance with construction plans approved by the City of Raleigh Public Utilities Department.  The property owner is responsible for all costs of the easement exchange.

Recommendation:  Approve the easement exchange and authorize the City Clerk to advertise.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 209.

CRABTREE VALLEY SEWER REPLACEMENT PROJECT – CONTRACT WTH URS CORPORATION APPROVED
A contract of $119,200 has been negotiated with URS Corporation for the design of the Crabtree Valley Sewer Replacement Project, which includes the rehabilitation, replacement or repair of 6,000 linear feet of 30-inch gravity sewer line on the north bank of Crabtree Creek along and behind Crabtree Valley Mall and the proposed Soleil Center property.

Recommendation:  Approve the contract with URS Corporation for the design of the Crabtree Valley Sewer Replacement Project (transfer to be handled administratively).

Transferred From:

349-9406-79001-975
Crabtree Valley Sewer Replacement
$119,200.00

Transferred To:

349-9406-79201-975
Crabtree Valley Sewer Replacement
$119,200.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN – PLANNING RALEIGH 2030 – ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE CONTRACT
A Request for Proposals (RFP) was advertised for professional planning services required for the preparation of an update of the City’s Comprehensive Plan.  The update will address all elements of the Comprehensive Plan, which is the primary policy document guiding land use and public investment decisions Citywide.

Five proposals were received in response to the RFP.  The proposals were reviewed and interviews held by a five-person selection committee comprised of four staff members from the Department of City Planning and the Director of Wake County Planning.  Based upon the evaluation criteria set forth in the RFP, the top three consultant teams have been selected and prioritized as follows (identified by lead consultant): HNTB, Goody Clancy and Renaissance Planning Group.

Recommendation:  Authorize City Administration to negotiate a contract with HNTB for the preparation of the update to the City of Raleigh Comprehensive Plan.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

SOUTHEAST BEAVERDAM CREEK SEWER REHABILITATION/REPLACEMENT PROJECT – AMENDMENT #6/STEARNS AND WHELER, PLLC – APPROVED
The City currently has an agreement with Stearns & Wheler, PLLC, for the design and construction administration of approximately 6,500 linear feet of gravity sewer along Beaverdam Creek between Glenwood Avenue and Wade Avenue.  Amendment #6 in the amount of $277,181 is for the rehabilitation/replacement identified in a recently completed preliminary engineering report which included CCTV inspection of this line.

Recommendation:  Approve Amendment #6 (transfer to be handled administratively).

Transferred From:

349-9299-79001-975
E Beaver Dam Rehab/Replacement
$277,181.00

Transferred To:

349-9299-79201-975
E Beaver Dam Rehab/Replacement
$277,181.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

AUDIT SERVICES – CHERRY, BEKAERT AND HOLLAND CONTRACT – EXTENDED FOR THREE YEARS
The City’s annual financial audit services have been provided by the independent certified public accounting firm of Cherry, Bekaert & Holland since 2001.  The original five year contract expired with the 2006 audit.  Cherry, Bekaert & Holland have provided excellent and timely services at most reasonable fees.  The City is faced with implementing several new accounting and auditing standards in the next couple of years.  The City is also planning significant changes in its financial information systems which will likely dedicate key Finance and IT personnel to long term development and implementation projects.  The Finance Department believes that continuity in audit services will best facilitate these efforts.  Pending City Council approval, Cherry, Bekaert & Holland has agreed to a three year extension of the audit services contract at a 3.6% annual fee increase resulting in audit fees as follows: 2007 - $70,000; 2008 - $72,500, and 2009 - $75,100.

Recommendation:  Approve a three year extension of the audit services contract with Cherry, Bekaert & Holland at the fee terms specified above and authorize City staff to execute the contract.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

PERSONNEL – RECLASSIFICATION IN INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY – APPROVED
Under the direction of the new Chief Information Officer, the Information Technology Department is undergoing significant reorganization, including the recent incorporation of the Enterprise Project Management Office into the IT Division of Strategy and Planning.  The City’s technical environment continues to evolve, and the increased complexity has had a significant impact on operations and staffing requirements.  The following reclassifications are requested to better align the organization to effectively manage its technology investments.

The administrative support responsibilities within the CIO’s office have grown significantly and require more specialized administrative skills including the need to provide written communications and the development of formal presentations.  This Administrative Support Specialist (grade 27) position has seen a significant increase in administrative and technical responsibilities, which are consistent with the levels of an Administrative Assistant (grade 31).

The result of several information technology audits has identified a critical need to conduct specialized cost analysis of the City’s procurement of IT equipment and services.  The department has a vacant Transcriptionist position which is requested to be reclassified to an Information Technology Administrative Program Manager.  In addition to this program and project analysis, this position would oversee management of the department’s budget and develop strategies to streamline technology spending to support long-term business innovation.

The Information Technology Department is working hard to promote the utilization of technical standards, to design and develop the information architecture that will serve the City’s data needs in the most cost effective manner, and to enhance the skills and practices of the IT organization.  To that end, it is recommended two vacant managerial positions in the IT Department be reclassified to Assistant Directors (grade 42) to provide the necessary leadership to manage the complex operational issues facing the City as it grows and continually improves the services to our external and internal customers.  An Assistant Director will oversee each of the following divisions: Enterprise Infrastructure Management, Business Application Support, and Customer Relationship Management.

Sufficient funds are available to support these changes; no additional budget resources are required in the current fiscal year.

Recommendation:  Approve reclassification of (1) Administrative Support Specialist (pay grade 27) to Administrative Assistant (pay grade 31).

Approve reclassification of a vacant Transcriptionist (pay grade 23) position to an Information Technology Administrative Program Manager (pay grade 38).

Approve reclassification of (1) vacant Systems Administrator (grade 34) position and (1) vacant Database Administrator (grade 34) to Assistant Director positions (grade 42).

Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

PERSONNEL – PUBLIC UTILITIES RECLASSIFICATION – APPROVED
Public Utilities currently has a vacant Senior Staff Support Specialist position, classification #0004, (5285-621, #003698), pay grade 25, in the Warehouse Division.  Due to changes in the organizational structure of the Meters Division and the Warehouse Division and the technical expertise required in working with the Inventory Work Order System, it is requested to reclassify it to a Senior Computer Systems Specialist, pay grade 32, classification #0409.  This work historically has been performed in the Meters Division by a Senior Computer Systems Specialist.  Since the hiring of a superintendent in the Warehouse Division, this work needs to be moved to the Warehouse Division.  Funds are currently available in the respective divisional salaries accounts for the remainder of the current fiscal year.  The Personnel Department has reviewed the request and concurs with the reclassification of the position.

Recommendation:  Approve the reclassification.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

PERSONNEL – PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT RECLASSIFICATION – APPROVED
Currently, the Stormwater Engineering and Inspections programs are separate programs within the Stormwater Management Division.  These two programs handle plan review and inspections related to soil erosion, floodplain, and stormwater facilities for new development proposals.

In an effort to improve customer service and provide better coordination between the plans review and inspections groups, it is recommended both of these groups be placed under the current Conservation Engineering Supervisor position.  Based on the increased responsibilities for this position, it is recommended the Conservation Engineering Supervisor position (pay grade 37) be reclassified to a Stormwater Development Supervisor (pay grade 39).

Recommendation:  Approve the reclassification of the Conservation Engineering Supervisor position (pay grade 37) to a Stormwater Development Supervisor (pay grade 39, class code 4241).  Funds are available in the salaries account.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

BUDGET AMENDMENT – PUBLIC UTILITIES DEPARTMENT – APPROVED
The agenda presented a budget amendment in the Public Utilities Department in the amount of $35,119.95 relating to the installation of approximately 900 feet of 8-inch sanitary sewer main for the joint venture sewer extension at Renaissance Park.  The developer is providing the funding for the project.  The agenda outlined the revenue and expenditure accounts involved.

Recommendation:  Approval of the budget amendment as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 194TF66.

REIMBURSEMENT CONTRACTS – WATER AND SEWER – APPROVED
The agenda presented the following major water and sewer reimbursement contracts.

The following reimbursable contracts have been prepared for Council approval and the City Manager’s signature.  Costs have been certified by the Public Utilities Department.

Sewer Area 92 Contract #4

City of Raleigh

Upper Neuse Sanitary Sewer Trunk Main Project

Installation of a 36-inch and 24-inch sanitary sewer main

Total Reimbursement $1,419,599.30

Sewer Area 93 Contract #7

City of Raleigh

Neuse River Interceptor Parallel Project

Installation of a 72-inch sanitary sewer parallel

Total Reimbursement $877,500

Recommendation:  Approve and authorize the City Manager’s signature.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

TRANSFER – COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT – APPROVED
The agenda presented a transfer in the amount of $60,000 in the Community Development Department related to providing funds for the acquisition of property at 409 W. Lenoir Street to complete the assemblage of properties on W. Lenoir Street in the Saunders North Redevelopment area.  The agenda outlined the code accounts involved.

Recommendation:  Approval of this transfer.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 194TF66.

LEESVILLE ROAD WIDENING PART B – BARTHOLOMEW CONDEMNATION SETTLEMENT – APPROVED
In association with the Leesville Road Widening, Part B project, the City Attorney’s office has reached a proposed settlement regarding the matter of City v Norman Bartholomew, et al, through court-ordered mediation proceedings.  The parties have agreed to a final settlement of this condemnation action in the amount of $467,000 to compensate the property owner for damages associated with the roadway widening.  A summary of the proceedings leading to the proposed settlement is in the agenda packet.  With current project funding insufficient to cover the total cost of this settlement, a transfer to supplement the existing funding is required.

Recommendation:  Approve the City Manager to authorize the necessary transfers to establish funding for the settlement.

Transferred From:

525-8439-79001-975
Durant Road Capital Project Reserve
$   153,451.13

525-8439-79202-975
Durant Road General Constr. Contracts
5,230.00

525-8553-79001-975
Atlantic/Millbrook Capital Proj Reserve
96,054.54

525-8553-79102-975
Atlantic/Millbrook ROW Acq Costs
55,209.00

525-8554-79102-975
Atlantic/Spring Forest ROW Acq Costs
      19,428.27



$   329,372.94

Transferred To:

531-8923-79102-975
Leesville Rd Wide-Pt B ROW Acq Costs
$   329,372.94

It should be noted that the above available funds are the result of staff completing prior projects under budget.

Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

BIDS – SOLID WASTE CONTAINER COLLECTION – ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE CONTRACT
The City of Raleigh provides solid waste container collection service to multi-family complexes and City government sites through contract with a private hauler. The current contract has a provision for two one-year extensions at the option of the City. The second one-year extension ends June 30, 2007.

Solid Waste Services has written and advertised requests for proposals to provide solid waste container collection service to multi-family complexes and City government sites beginning July 1, 2007. Three proposals have been received. The proposals have been evaluated and the firms are listed in priority order:

Waste Industries, LLC

Republic Services of NC, LLC

Waste Management of Carolinas, Inc.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Administration to negotiate a contract for solid waste container collection service to multi-family complexes and City government sites with the firms in the recommended order beginning with Waste Industries.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

MILLBROOK POOL – CONVERSION PROJECT – CONTRACT WITH CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES – APPROVED
The City of Raleigh Parks and Recreation Department advertised bids for the Millbrook Pool Conversion project for construction of the pool enclosure on three (3) separate occasions: January 1 to January 3; again on February 2 to February 16; and lastly February 16 to February 28, 2007 and no bids were received.

After three (3) unsuccessful public bid processes the Park and Recreation staff contacted several potential general contractors to submit informal bids.  A qualified informal bid was received by Construction Management & Development Services.  MWBE participation for this company is anticipated at 100%.

Recommendation:  Award the contract for the Millbrook Pool Conversion Project to Construction Management & Development Services with an amount not to exceed $680,330; and approval of the associated budgetary amendment for this project.

The following accounts should be increased by:

Revenue Account:

636-0000-52120-000
Interest-Bonds
$300,000.00

Expense Account:

636-9333-79001-975
Convert Pool to Yr. Round Use
$300,000.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 194TF66.

P.U. 2007-4 – KEYSTONE DRIVE – RESOLUTION-OF-INTENT ADOPTED
The agenda presented P.U. 2007-4 which calls for the installation of 230 linear feet of 8-inch sanitary sewer main to serve 1205 Lynn Road.  The installation would be from the existing sanitary sewer in Keystone Drive to the rear of the property at 1205 Lynn Road.  The estimated cost is $111,000.00 and would be assessed on a front footage, area served and per lot basis.

Recommendation:  Adoption of a resolution-of-intent to schedule a public hearing for Tuesday, May 1, 2007.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 211.

TRAFFIC – VARIOUS CHANGES – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
The agenda presented recommended changes in the traffic code relating to no parking zone on portion of Bluebird Court and commercial loading zone on a portion of Morgan Street.  The agenda outlined the exact locations involved and the reasons behind the recommended changes in the traffic code.

Recommendation:  Approval of changes in traffic code.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 195.

END OF THE CONSENT AGENDA

DOWNTOWN UNDERGROUND PARKING DECK – REQUEST FOR APPROVAL FOR CMAR TO SELF-PERFORM WORK – APPROVED

The Construction Manager at Risk (CMAR), Holder Construction Company (HCC), for the Downtown Underground Parking Deck has informed the City that the project’s low bidder for waterproofing, Charlotte Waterproofing, has failed to secure a payment and performance bond and to respond to communications from HCC to comment to correct this deficiency.  Consequently, HCC is proceeding to terminate the contract.  Since re-bidding the work would have adverse schedule impacts, HCC proposes to self-perform the work by negotiating with other pre-qualified subcontractors.  Under the terms of HCC’s contract with the City (Article 10.6), HCC must receive approval from the Council to self-perform that work because the value of the work exceeds $50,000.

Recommendation:  Approve HCC’s request to self-perform the work by negotiating with other pre-qualified subcontractors, consistent with the terms of the contract.

Mr. Crowder stated he withdrew this from the Consent Agenda questioning what type parameters will be set as far as doing the work and questioned if a bid bond was not a part of the process.  He stated if they had a bid bond it should have been executed.  City Attorney McCormick pointed out a bid bond would have been with the Construction Manager at Risk.  A representative of Holder Construction pointed out there was a bid bond but it was only 5 percent of the bid or about $20,000.  Mr. Crowder questioned what type of parameters would be on the project and questioned the bid spread.  A representative of Holder pointed out they had several budget estimates and they thought the low bid was within the range.  He stated they had prequalified bidders and they would negotiate with the prequalified bidders.  They still feel the project will be in the range of the low bid initially.  Mr. Crowder moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

PUBLIC AUCTION – PROPERTIES ON OLD BAUCOM ROAD – RESOLUTION DECLARING PROPERTY SURPLUS ADOPTED
The City has purchased property for land application of biosolids at 8416, 8208, and 8232 Old Baucom Road.  Three of the houses were previously sold at public auction; however, the buyers failed to remove the houses in accordance with the terms of sale.  In addition, two newly acquired properties at 8500 and 8321 Old Baucom Road have houses located on the premises that need to be removed for expansion of the biosolids land application area.  Staff will make a determination which homes can reasonably be moved and solicit sealed bids for the removal of these homes.  Those structures that are not sold and removed will be demolished once environmental site assessments and remediation (asbestos) are complete.

Recommendation:  Declare the subject dwellings surplus property and offer them for sale through public auction and authorize staff to proceed with demolition of the structures if they are not sold and removed.  Mr. Crowder stated he had withdrawn this from the Consent Agenda but his questions have been answered, therefore, he would move approval.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 205.

FALLS OF NEUSE ROAD REALIGNMENT AND WIDENING – CITY MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE DESIGN AGREEMENT WITH URS
The consultant selection process has been followed and an agreement negotiated with the selected consultant, URS Corporation for the Falls of Neuse Road Realignment and Widening project.  The negotiated design fee is $1,545,232.96 to include roadway, a bridge, utility relocation, drainage, erosion control, traffic control, pavement marking, signal and signing plans as well as environmental approvals and permitting.  The design will also include surveys, public and private subsurface utilities location, geotechnical investigation and preparation of right of way plats for right of way acquisition.

The total fees are in line with current market fee estimates.  The consultant is proposing to use 15% MWBE participation.

Funds for design are available in the current Capital Improvement Program.

Recommendation:  Approve the City Manager’s execution of the design agreement and budget transfers.

Transferred From:

531-9455-79001-975
Falls of Neuse Road Realign & Widening
$1,560,232.96

Transferred To:

531-9455-79201-975
Falls of Neuse Road Realign & Widening
$1,545,232.96

531-9455-79290-975
Falls of Neuse Road Realign & Widening
      15,000.00


$1,560,232.96

Ms. Taliaferro stated she withdrew this from the Consent Agenda pointing out she is excited to see the project move forward and she did not want it to go by unnoticed.  She questioned the timetable.  City Manager Allen pointed out work has already started on the waterline and talked about the design process and talked about the time schedule for the work being completed.  Ms. Taliaferro moved approval.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 194TF66.

RED LIGHT CAMERA CONTRACT – REQUEST FOR EXTENSION – REFERRED TO THE BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Mayor Meeker stated he had asked that this item be withdrawn as a member of his firm has done some work for ACS and the City Attorney feels he should be excused from participation.  Mr. Crowder moved that the Mayor be excused from participation.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted and left the table.  Mayor Pro Tem West took the chair.

It is recommended that the City of Raleigh approve the option of extending the SafeLight program contract to March 2008 as amended.  The contract is in the agenda packet and has been reviewed by the City Attorney’s office.

In August of 2003, the City of Raleigh began its SafeLight program.  The original contract was for a three year term with 2 one year extensions.  Since March of 2006, the City has been in a “month to month” agreement as per Council approval.

Recommendation:  Approve for the City Manager to execute the amended contract extension with Affiliated Computer Services for the Raleigh SafeLight Program.

Ms. Kekas stated this was something she had questioned months ago.  She questioned why it would take a year to negotiate for a new contract.  She stated she had some questions concerning this issue and questioned if accidents have actually gone down since we have been utilizing the red light cameras, where are we in terms of income versus expenses, how much have we been able to give to the school, is this extension a month or is the proposal for a one year extension.  She stated she would like for the issue to go to Committee for further discussion.  City Manager Allen stated the recommendation is to extend the contract for one year pointing out we plan to do a new RFP in the fall and have a recommendation ready at the end of the year.  Mayor Pro Tem West stated if there are questions and Ms. Kekas had questions about safety and financial maybe it needs to go to Committee.  Mr. Crowder pointed out we are talking about an issue of financing, therefore, move that the proposal go to Budget and Economic Development Committee.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson.  City Manager Allen pointed out there has been a reduction in traffic accidents and there hasn’t been any revenue to share to this point but it is anticipated there will be.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mayor Meeker who was excused from participation.  Mayor Pro Tem West ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

STREET CLOSING STC-4-07 – ST. ALBANS/CAMELOT DRIVE – RESOLUTION-OF-INTENT ADOPTED
Andrew R. Padiak, P.E. of The John R. McAdams Company, Inc., agent for NHSF I, LLC/Kane Realty Corporation is petitioning to close all of the southern most portion of Camelot Drive adjacent to the parcels with the PIN 1705798582 and the western most segment of St. Albans Drive abutting the parcel with the PIN of 1706894413.

Kane Realty intends to re-align St. Albans Drive to serve the proposed North Hills East urban-scale mixed-use development.  The closure and realignment of the western end of St. Albans Drive is a key element of the North Hills East development plan.

Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution authorizing a public hearing on Tuesday, May 1, 2007.

Mr. Crowder stated he had withdrawn this from the Consent Agenda questioning the relationship of the project and the new road is contingent upon the other or exactly what is being proposed.  City Manager Allen stated this just establishes the public hearing.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out there is a street closing request on another portion of St. Albans/Camelot which is pending in Public Works Committee waiting for this one to catch up.  Mr. Crowder moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 210.

TRAFFIC – RESIDENTIAL PERMIT PARKING – VILLAGE AT PILOT MILLS AND CAPITAL PARK – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEEE
It is recommended that a 2-hour residential permit parking zone be established for the Village at Pilot Mill and the Capital Park communities.

Petitions have been received from the residents/property owner requesting that their blocks be zoned residential permit parking.  This will be controlled parking residential area “G”.  The request has met the requirements of City Code Section 11-2182.

Recommendation:  Approve as recommended.

If approved add to Traffic Schedule 21-G:

Cedar Street, south side, from Halifax Street eastward to N. Blount Street.

Halifax Street, east side, from Cedar Street southward to Haynes Street.

Harps Street, both sides, from Oak Chase Lane northward to end of pavement.

Haynes Street, both sides, except where other ordinances apply, from Halifax Street northward to end of pavement.

North Blount, west side, from Oak Chase Lane northward to end of pavement.

North Blount, east side, from Poplar Street northward to end of pavement.

Oak Chase Lane, both sides, from Halifax Street eastward to N. Blount Street.

Ms. Taliaferro stated she had withdrawn this from the Consent Agenda explaining she had received several requests for the item to be referred to Committee to allow everyone an opportunity to provide input, therefore, she moved that the item be referred to Public Works Committee.  Mr. Isley stated he feels it is a good idea for this issue to have further discussion.  Without objection the item was referred to Public Works Committee.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS PRESENTED
Mayor Meeker presented the Planning Commission consent agenda indicating it would be handled in the same as the regular consent agenda.  He stated he had not received any requests to withdraw items from the Planning Commission Consent Agenda.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the Planning Commission’s recommendations as outlined on the Consent Agenda.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  The items on the Planning Commission Consent Agenda were as follows.

REZONING Z-1-07 – ACC BOULEVARD – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
This request is to rezone approximately 45 acres, currently zoned Thoroughfare District with Airport Overlay District and Special Highway Overlay Ditrict-2.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Thoroughfare District Conditional Use with modified Airport Overlay District.

CR-11087 from the Planning Commission finds that the proposed rezoning is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated March 28, 2007.  Planning Commission’s recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 196ZC601.

REZONING Z-5-07/ETJ-1-07 – BAILEYWICK ROAD – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
This request is to rezone approximately 2.16 acres, currently zoned Wake County Residential-40 Watershed.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Rural Residential Conditional Use with Watershed Protection Overlay District.

CR-11088 from the Planning Commission finds that the proposed rezoning is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated March 26, 2007.  Planning Commission’s recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 196ZC601.

REZONING Z-11-07 – NOBLE ROAD – APPROVED – ORDINANCE AD0PTED
This request is to rezone approximately 21.24 acres, currently zoned Residential-10, Residential-15 Conditional Use and Residential-20 Conditional Use.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Residential-10 Conditional Use.

CR-11089 from the Planning Commission finds that the proposed rezoning is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated February 15, 2007.  Planning Commission’s recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 196ZC601.

REZONING Z-12-07 – OLD WATKINS ROAD – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
This request is to rezone approximately 10.50 acres, currently zoned Residential-4.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Industrial-1 Conditional Use.

CR-11090 from the Planning Commission finds that this request is not consistent with the Comprehensive Plan.  However, based on the Findings and Reasons, the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated March 8, 2007.  Planning Commission’s recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 196ZC601.

REZONING Z-70-05 – MP-5-05 – CREEDMOOR ROAD – REQUEST FOR WAIVER OF TWO YEAR WAITING PERIOD – APPROVED
This is a request for a waiver of the 2-year waiting period on 3 acres, currently zoned Residential-4.  This property was included within an assembled 10.61-acre tract requesting Planned Development District zoning (Z-70-05) which was denied.  The rezoning, Z-70-05, was heard at public hearing in March 2006 and denied on July 25, 2006.

CR-11091 from the Planning Commission recommends that the City Council grant a waiver of the 2-year waiting period for filing an Office & Institution-1 Conditional Use District petition on the subject 3 acres.  Planning Commission’s recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

REZONING Z-31-06 – WEST HARGETT STREET – REQUEST FOR WAIVER OF TWO YEAR WAITING PERIOD – APPROVED
This is a request for a waiver of the 2-year waiting period on 0.13 acre, currently zoned Residential-10 with Downtown Overlay District.  This property was rezoned from Industrial-2 to Residential-10 with Downtown Overlay District on June 6, 2006.  The rezoning was heard at public hearing on May 16, 2006.

CR-11092 from the Planning Commission recommends that the City Council grant a waiver of the 2-year waiting period for filing an Industrial-2 Conditional Use District petition on this 0.13-acre parcel.  Planning Commission’s recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

END OF PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA

SP-85-06 – FRANKLIN STREET MIXED USE DEVELOPMENT – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
This request is to approve a mixed use development comprised of 52 residential units (at 21.2 units per acre), 4,000 square feet of office space and 9,240 square feet of retail space (no individual tenant to exceed 6,000 square feet) which may include a restaurant and coffee shop on a 2.45 acre site.  The site is split zoned with 1.14 acres on the eastern portion of the site zoned Neighborhood Business Conditional Use District and Pedestrian Business Overlay District and 1.31 acres on the western portion of the site zoned Shopping Center Conditional Use District.

CR-11093 from the Planning Commission recommends approval.  Planning Commission Chairman Baker explained the location, request and recommendation.  He stated the Planning Commission put in over 6 hours of discussion on this item and it seemed that every time they took a step forward another complication or conflict would show up.  He stated they had to work through a lot of problems, conflicts, etc.  The applicant had made a lot of commitment to the neighborhood, the neighborhood is supportive of the case but there were a lot of conflicts such as street trees as an example, etc.  He stated some of these the Planning Commission could not authorize or waive.  He stated he would hope the Council would send this item to one of its Committees to work out some of the unresolved issues and apologized to the Council that the Planning Commission could not get a clear case for presentation.  Mayor Meeker talked about access, street trees, etc.  Planning Director Silver pointed out there were a lot of issues and he too feels it should go to Committee.  Mr. West talked about the work that has been done on this proposal and the residential support and the importance of a successful project in this area.  Mayor Meeker talked about access, circulation, adequate parking, etc.  He also pointed out that this involves a small piece of property that was purchased from the City which had some time lines in which the City could repurchase the property if the project does not go forth and asked that the status of that be investigated.  Without further discussion the item was referred to Public Works Committee.

SPECIAL ITEMS

DOWNTOWN OVERLAY DISTRICT – OPEN SPACE STUDY – TEXT CHANGE PUBLIC HEARING - AUTHORIZED
The following item appeared under the Report and Recommendation of the Planning Commission on March 6, 2007:

This request was referred to the Planning Commission from the City Council, to study the current Downtown Overlay District Open Space regulations and determine whether revisions to the Zoning Code are warranted.

CR-11081 from the Planning Commission recommends that no changes to the Downtown Overlay District Open Space requirements be undertaken at this time.

A motion to uphold the recommendation of the Planning Commission failed on a 4-4 vote.  It was directed that the item be placed on the March 20 agenda for further consideration.

During the March 20, 2007 Council meeting, a report was given by the Planning Director.  A motion was made to reduce the open space requirements in the Downtown Overlay District to 10%.  That motion resulted in a 4-4 vote.  The City Attorney was asked to provide information relative to conversion of open space if the requirements are reduced and it was directed the item be placed on this agenda for further consideration.

Mayor Meeker stated at the last meeting there was a recommendation to reduce the open space requirements in the Downtown Overlay District to 10 percent but a question came up relative to conversions of already approved projects.  Mayor Meeker suggested that we move forward to reduce the open space requirements in the DOD to 10 percent with the provision that existing projects with approved site plans would not be allowed to convert their open space to the 10 percent.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson.  Planning Director Silver pointed out there has not been a public hearing and this would be a text change which would require a public hearing.  Mayor Meeker and Mr. Stephenson amended their motion to authorize a text change for public hearing to reduce the open space requirement in the Downtown Overlay District to 10 percent with the understanding that projects with approved site plans would not be allowed to convert.  The restated motion was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Ms. Taliaferro and Mr. Craven who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

SENIOR CENTER FEASIBILITY STUDY – TO BE PLACED ON APRIL 17 AGENDA AS A SPECIAL ITEM
During the March 20, 2007 Council meeting, a report was received from Taylor, Wiseman and Taylor.  Additional information was requested relative to size and location for a facility and it was directed the item be placed on this agenda to receive further information.

Included in the agenda packet was a memo provided by Taylor, Wiseman, Taylor that describes the 2302 Noble Road site and the site selection criteria matrix. There are also maps that show existing structures, topography and floodplain, and the site general area.

City Manager Allen pointed out the consultant did look at the site at the intersection of Noble Road and Lowden Street which is owned by Wake County Public Schools.  Mr. Allen stated he talked with the school superintendent who stated the school system is going to use every inch of the site and they didn’t see offering the site for another use.  City Manager Allen pointed out we do have 48 senior program clubs and we have been keeping them up to date on the information and as indicated in the report provided to Council, they have said that collocation with a park should not be ruled out.  Mayor Meeker questioned if there is a recommendation as to the location from staff.  City Manager Allen pointed out staff had recommended the locations in order which shows Laurel Hills Park as first possibility.  Mr. Stephenson pointed out there was a request from the seniors to purchase land on which to construct a senior center.  Brief discussion took place as to how to proceed with Ms. Kekas suggesting holding the item and letting the Council think about it a little further.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out there is a public hearing on the park bonds proposal at the evening meeting and the Council may hear comments at that point; however, right now the leading location seems to be the Laurel Hills Park.  It was agreed to place the item on the next agenda.

ELECTIONS – INSTANT RUNOFF VOTING PROPOSAL – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA WITH NO ACTION TAKEN
During the March 20, 2007 Council meeting, Dr. John Gilbert, Chair of the Wake County Board of Elections, proposed a pilot program relating to instant runoff voting for the upcoming City of Raleigh Council election.  It was directed that the item be placed on this agenda for further consideration.  Mayor Meeker pointed out the Clerk had provided a test ballot utilizing the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board vacancies and in response to questioning, the Clerk stated she had received three computed test ballots.

Mr. West stated he had voiced concern about this proposal at the last meeting and talked about the problems of perception and trust.  He stated we have to make sure we have a trusted process and make sure everyone has an opportunity to participate.  He stated he had discussed this issue with some elected officials, informal conversations with various groups including representatives of the Wake County Board of Elections and other groups.  He stated he could give a litany of things to illustrate the comments he had received but in reality it all amounts to him not feeling it is the right time to change the process.  He talked about skepticism he had heard, lack of education about the process, the fact that we would have to have two ballots one for the school board election and one for City Council all in all he just does not feel this is the right time.  He stated before we go to a new process we would need to do a lot of preparation, get the people educated, etc.  He just does not feel he could support participating in the pilot program at this time.

Mr. Isley agreed pointing out if one doesn’t have the opportunity to go to the poles to support their candidate he does not feel it is right.  He stated the fact that we would have to have two separate ballots in his opinion would cause a lot of confusion.  He stated there is already confusion with off year elections and to throw a monkey wrench into the process with a pilot program would just cause more confusion.  He does not feel we are ready to make the change at this point.

Mr. Crowder stated he too had expressed concerns at the last meeting and pointed out he can see a lot of gamesmanship on the odds of how it would work.  He stated if we could just try one seat and use that as the pilot program that may give some information.

Ms. Kekas stated she would like to see the pilot program undertaken at smaller locations.  Ms. Taliaferro stated it may help the Board of Elections and it may save the City and citizens some money but she does not feel going to the instant runoff voting at this point is in the best interest of the voters.  Mr. Stephenson pointed out he had discussed this proposal with a representative of the Board of Elections who is an expert on the process and he stated they discussed his race at length and it took a long time to explain how it would work and if it took that long for him to understand it he does not feel we are ready to move forward.

It was agreed to take the item off of the agenda with no action taken.

MULTI-PURPOSE SPORTS COMPLEX – PROPOSAL – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA
During the March 20, 2007 Council meeting, Representatives of HVS Convention, Sports and Entertainment Facilities Consultants presented the results of a feasibility study of a new multi-purpose sports complex.  Following the presentation questions were asked relative to actual construction costs and it was directed the item be placed on this agenda for further consideration.  As requested, a breakout of the projected cost is in the agenda packet.

Mayor Meeker stated without the County’s involvement he does not feel it makes sense or the City could afford to build a $30 million facility.  He suggested the possibility of the City working with the school system to look at the possibility of upgrading an existing high school facility that could be used by the high school, St. Augustine and Shaw.  He stated he is thinking the possibility of putting some $6 to $18 million in the parks bond and look at Shaw, St. Augustine and possible naming rights to come up with the remainder of the money pointing out he is talking about a facility in the $12 to $15 million dollar range that could take advantage of existing parking and site with high school football being played on Friday night, college on Saturday.  We could use an existing facility with upgrades for a Division II college team and provide an outstanding high school facility.  He stated he has had some general conversations with various representatives and he would mention it at the bond proposal hearing tonight that is instead of moving forward with construction of a new sports complex look at the possibility of upgrading a nearby high school facility to Division II standards.  Ms. Taliaferro questioned if the Mayor is talking about adding $6 to $8 million dollars to the bond proposal or moving some of the money around.

Mr. West talked about going from the ideal to the actual to the possibility.  He talked about the limitations in this proposal such as lacking a partnership with the County.  He talked about the Mayor’s proposal, where the universities play now and how the proposal put forth by the Mayor differs from the original concept.  He stated since the proposal has changed we may want to revisit it with the County Commissioners and see if they will discuss the Mayor’s proposal.  He questioned if it would be a good idea to see if the County Commissioners would come back to the table to discuss the Mayor’s proposal.

Mayor Meeker stated he would welcome anyone coming forth with such a partnership but at this point he would suggest taking the original proposal off the table and combine discussions of providing $6 to $8 million dollar through the parks bond proposal.  It was agreed to follow that course of action.

HILLSBOROUGH STREET ROUNDABOUT FUNDING – DIRECTION GIVEN
Council Members had received a memorandum relative to the funding of Hillsborough Street roundabouts.  It was directed that the item be placed on this agenda for further consideration.  City Manager Allen pointed out Council members received in their agenda packet some potential funding sources for the $6.3 million dollar project.  He stated he provided several options.

Mayor Meeker pointed out we are talking about a $6.6 million project and he would suggest taking the $2.6 million from the bond funds, $2 million from the project reserve – pedestrian safety money which was put into the reserve during last year’s budget discussions which would leave approximately $2 million to be provided by a third party.  He stated he does not know if the City would be able to close the entire gap with contributions from a third party but maybe we could see what we could get pointing out he had hoped we would get at least half of the gap from the utilities in the area.  Mayor Meeker moved setting aside $2.6 million from the bond funds which is in the adopted CIP, take the $2 million dollars that was diverted from pedestrian safety into a reserve with the remaining $2 million coming from a third party/utilities, other partners, etc.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder.

Ms. Taliaferro stated she has a problem moving the entire $2 million dollars from the pedestrian safety to the Hillsborough Street project.  She stated we do have a lot of pedestrian safety problems throughout the City.  She stated there are plenty of other options in the Southwest District such as the Lake Wheeler, public realm, etc.  She just hates to see the Council take all of the $2 million from pedestrian safety.

Mr. Isley expressed concern pointing out he feels the Council should know the level of commitment from NCSU and the utilities before taking funds away from other public safety areas.  He suggested holding the issue until the City determines who pays what, how much we can get from a third party and then we will have a better idea as to how much the City would have to appropriate.  Mayor Meeker stated he has no problem keeping the issue open and looking at the options.  He questioned if the Council is saying wait until we get a definitive third party agreement before moving ahead.  City Manager Allen pointed out the Council may want to withhold any final decision on funding until the consultant has completed 75 percent design drawings.  At that time construction estimates will be more accurate and we can also consider if any phasing of the project might be an option.  In the meantime the City could aggressively pursue financial contributions from NCSU and the utilities and would have a better idea exactly what we do need.

Mr. West talked about the process and agreed with Mr. Isley and Ms. Taliaferro about getting private dollars committed and his philosophical approach to problem solving.  After discussion it was agreed to remove the item from the agenda at this point with the understanding a recommendation on final decisions on funding would take place when the consultant comes back with the complete 75 percent design drawings.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS STORAGE FACILITY – SAFETY-KLEEN PERMIT RENEWAL – COMMENTS AUTHORIZED
The City was recently informed that Safety-Kleen a hazardous materials storage facility’s operating permit had expired and was being considered for renewal of a 5-year period.  The facility is located within the Swift Creek water supply watershed.

Recommendation:  Approve the draft comment letter to the North Carolina Division of Waste Management raising questions and concerns about the renewal of the Safety-Kleen operational permit.

City Manager Allen pointed out the application for renewal of a hazardous waste storage operating permit at 125 Summerville Park Road which is within the Town of Garner’s ETJ came to the City’s attention.  He pointed out staff had some concerns because the facility is located just north of the intersection of Buffaloe Road and Swift Creek Drive at the headwaters of Lake Benson from which the City will be drawing portable water within several years.  It was pointed out we have a consultant working at the new water treatment plan, therefore, we asked them to help us understand the application and any drawbacks.  There were several questions that were raised and it is felt it would be best to raise these questions with the Department of Water Management.  Council members received the draft letter outlining the concerns in their agenda packet.  Mr. Isley moved that the letter be submitted as written.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

FAYETTEVILLE STREET PHASE II – CITY PLAZA AND SOUTH END PROJECTS – PARTIAL FUNDING APPROVED; INFORMATION REQUESTED
During the February 6, 2007, City Council meeting, a preliminary cost estimate was presented for the City Plaza and related South End projects.  One of those projects was Fayetteville Street Phase II - South End.  It would be advantageous to fund a portion of this project (waterproofing of the Downtown Underground Parking Deck roof and earth fill for the road bed) now in order to provide construction access for the hotel.

The budget for this work is as follows:

Hard Costs:
$1,216,346.00

Soft Costs, including Owner’s Allowance:
$250,000.00

Total budget:
$1,466,346.00

Since this work is to be performed within the confines of the Downtown Underground Parking Deck construction site, Holder Construction will oversee this work as Construction Manager at Risk under their existing contract for the deck.

Recommendation:  Approve the budget in the amount of $1,466,346 and the transfer of funds.

Transferred From:

506-9444-79001-975
Capital Projects
$1,466,346.00

Transferred To:

506-9770-79025-975
Owner’s Contingency
$1,466,346.00

City Manager Allen explained the item pointing out it is felt this proposal makes sense both from a construction and economical standpoint.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out the source of funds as outlined is capital projects.  She questioned what that means that is where the money is coming from.  City Manager Allen pointed out we put $10 million dollars in City Plaza Phase II and the funds will be drawn from that.  Ms. Taliaferro questioned the amount of the money in the capital projects account with the City Manager pointing out the Council members will receive an update on the City Plaza, financing, etc., the first meeting in May.  Ms. Taliaferro stated that would be fine but she would like to get that budget information in the next week or so ahead of the May presentation.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the recommendation as outlined and asked Administration to provide the budget information as requested by Ms. Taliaferro.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Craven who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-1 vote.  See Ordinance 194TF66.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE

PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD

LEESVILLE COMMUNITY PARK MASTER PLAN – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
The master planning for this 55 acre community park site included a series of five community meetings beginning in October 2006 that were completed in February 2007.  Additional input included a randomly distributed survey of the two (2) mile service radius of the site, plus input and guidance of a core team of staff, planners, OBS Landscape Architects and PRGAB representatives.  At its March 15 meeting the PRGAB voted to forward the Draft Master Plan to City Council for adoption, and recommended the addition of an evergreen buffer on the eastern border.  The consultant will make a presentation at the meeting.

Staff is working with Wake County on first phase development options for a branch library and an Interlocal Agreement, to be presented at a later date.

Recommendation:  Adopt the Draft Master Plan as presented and direct staff and consultants to work with the four adjoining property owners to improve the existing wooded buffer contiguous with their properties.

Parks Planner David Shouse and Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board Chair Gail Till introduced Brian Starkey, OBS Landscape Architects.

Mr. Starkey pointed out his group has worked very closely with staff, Wake County representatives and the residents in the area.  He gave the location of the park and went through the Planning process which included 5 community meetings which were well intended and very successful.  He went over information on who made up the design team, did a rundown on the meeting dates, touched on analysis of the 55 acre site which is transversed by 2 streams.  He explained how the property is basically split into three developable areas (6.5 acres, 9 acres and 8 acres).  He pointed out Wake County representatives were at the table as they are very interested in a library at this location.  He went over the park elements which include library, bike trails, preserving trees, playground, picnic shelters, nature center, pool/aquatic center, walking trails, library with community center, pet exercise area, open space, tennis, community center, NO BALLFIELDS, buffers adjacent to properties, and pedestrian connections.  He talked about concerns which came forth such as environmental impact, transportation impact, lighting, Hilburn Road and the desire not to have overnight camping.  He talked about surveys pointing out there was a sampling of some 5,000 residents within a 2 mile radius and pointed out from the surveys it was determined the primary reasons respondents would participate in a program or activity at the new park would include exercise, location, relaxation, nature, play, sports and social.  He stated the top 5 program areas desired related to camps and clubs, athletic teams, aquatics, fitness and art.  He went over the proposed park program which would include community center, branch library, trails, playground, dog park, open space, educational opportunities and picnic areas.  Important aspects of the park included preservation of woodlands, relationship of buildings to each other, convenience of parking, separation of uses, pedestrian connectivity and convenient restroom facilities.

Mr. Starkey presented and explained the three alternatives.  He stated they pulled elements from the three alternatives to come up with the recommended draft master plan.  He went through the 15 elements that were included:  community center, library, parking, playground/shelter, dog park, open space, heritage garden, paved trail, pedestrian access, pedestrian crossing, future Hilburn extension, interpretative area, overlook, outdoor classroom and future park development and identified those locations on the recommended draft master plan.  He talked about the Heritage Garden pointing out they found remains of a small farm plantation which included a well and cemetery pointing out that will serve as an education opportunity and entry to the library area.

Mr. Starkey presented slides of the stream corridor showing the difference in topography on opposite sides.

Ms. Kekas questioned the change of the location for the dog park with Mr. Starkey pointing out it is basically in the same location.  He stated topography and convenience to parking was a guiding principle.  He also talked about possibility of negative impact of parking if the dog park is close to the end of Whitley Drive.

Park Planner David Shouse presented slides and talked about the proposed location pointing out it is surrounded by residential on three sides.  He presented slides showing the location and proximity to homes what has or has not been surveyed and pointed out the location as shown on the draft master plan with approximately 125 feet of wooded buffer to the eastern property line and 4 adjoining residences and plan for an addition of an evergreen vegetative buffer on the eastern woods edge.  He presented slides showing the location in proximity to the homes.  He also presented slides showing the Oakwood and Millbrook Dog Parks.  He touched on funding for the park, and an offer of $2.3 million from the County to help build the library.  Mr. Crowder questioned reversing the parking lot and building and putting the dog park in the location of the proposed open space and whether any consideration had been given to that scenario.  Mr. Shouse indicated there had been no consideration of that pointing out with the proposed off-leash area almost no trees would have to be cleared.  If it’s reversed the area would have to be cleared.  He stated under the proposed master plan approximately 80 to 85 percent of the park will remain forested.

Mayor Meeker pointed out there is an item on the night portion of the agenda relating to this item and stated without objection he would ask Attorney Charles Marshall to make his presentation.

Attorney Charles F. Marshall, III and Andrew T. Tripp expressed appreciation to the Council for allowing them to speak.  Attorney Marshall stated until now the debate seemed to be that the dog park was too invasive.  He stated homeowners thought there were not any alternative sites and the homeowners could agree to some of the alternative sites.  He stated they feel Site 15 which is future park development site would be best.  He stated to date they do not think that development there would trigger the requirement for Hilburn Road improvements.  Another alternative would be Site 5 and spoke in support of moving the dog park to one of those areas which he feels would increase the use of the park.  He distributed information on his proposal and asked that the item be referred to Committee to look at the possibility of utilizing either Site 15 or 5.  He stated there are some other options to consider.

Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation for the draft plan presentation pointing out it seems to be well thought out master plan.  The only issue seems to be the dog park location and maybe the item could be sent to Committee to look at the dog park location.  Mr. Isley suggested the matter be referred to Public Works Committee.  Mr. Shouse talked conceptual approval to move forward with Wake County on the library with everyone agreeing.  The item was referred to Public Works Committee.

CAROLINA PINES – OFF-LEASH DOG AREA – TO BE PLACED ON APRIL 17 AGENDA AS A SPECIAL ITEM
An ad hoc committee of the PRGAB has been searching for additional sites for off-leash dog areas since 2005.  After presenting the proposal for an off-leash dog area to the Southwest CAC on February 12, and following a public meeting at Carolina Pines Community Park on March 14, the PRGAB recommends amending the 1967 plan for Carolina Pines to include an off-leash dog area. Funds are available in existing accounts to proceed.

The ad hoc committee has further recommended, but has not sought PRGAB approval, that Glen Eden Neighborhood Park be removed from consideration for an off-leash area at this time.  If other off-leash areas are developed in the future, the smaller site at Glen Eden may be worthy of further consideration.

Park Planner David Shouse indicated in January of 2005 the City Council approved guidelines for locating dog parks throughout the City.  The Adhoc Committee continues to look for sites in existing parks.  Millbrook and Oakwood Parks have been very successful and there is a proposal to have a dog park in the Leesville Park which the Council just discussed.  He stated after reviewing the various locations, it is felt the Carolina Pines Park seems to be a very good location.  It was pointed out in 2005 the priority listing included Oakwood, Lake Johnson, Biltmore or Worthdale, Laurel Hills, Buffaloe and Kaplan.  He stated there were some problems encountered with locating a dog park at Lake Johnson, Buffaloe Road including parking and access and Kaplan has problems with parking.  The Committee had been looking at Carolina Pines and Glen Eden/Laurel Hills.  He stated as far as Glen Eden is concerned the area that could be considered is less than one-half acre.  The two-acre sites that are being utilized are already overcrowded.  He talked about various problems/considerations.  He stated after the public meetings, meeting with the CAC, etc., there seemed to be a lot of support for the Carolina Pines location.  He stated the citizens and the neighbors seem to support that location.  There were a lot of people who did a lot of excellent work.  He stated there was a letter of opposition citing biological reasons such as loss of habitat, pollution, etc.  Mr. Shouse talked about the actual site whether changes would be needed, the master plan, etc.

Mr. Stephenson referred to the priority listing mentioned by Mr. Shouse questioning why Laurel Hills, Biltmore and Worthdale fell off the list.  Mr. Shouse talked about the location of streams and buffers, distribution, etc.  He stated with the Carolina Pines location there is a potential to partner with Wake County SPCA for publicity, holding classes in dog training, etc.  Mr. Stephenson stated he had heard some concerns voiced by the neighbors in the Carolina Pines area and asked Mr. Shouse to address the specifics that led the group to go with the Carolina Pines and not pursue the other locations.  Mr. Shouse talked about the physical characteristics of Carolina Pines pointing out it provides shade, sun, has parking and access.  He stated as far as Laurel Hills is concerned the location is a future Phase III and it would require an additional access or people would have to walk past the children’s playground to get to the dog park.

Mr. Crowder questioned the size of Carolina Pines park as it relates to other community parks.  Mr. Shouse pointed out Carolina Pines is about 35 acres which is somewhat smaller than the other community parks.  Mr. Crowder pointed out he had talked to many constituents in that area and most are in favor of providing a dog park in the general vicinity but have expressed concern that Carolina Pines is not the best location.  They had expressed concerns about the public safety and occupancy in dog parks.  He suggested deferring action and letting further investigation occur.  He stated there is concern about the safety, the number of animals, etc., and talked about the possibility of developing some type bar code or similar way to show that the dogs in the park have tags, they are legally licensed, have had their shots, etc.  The bar code or some other way to identify the dogs would address the problems if there were some kind of attacks by the dogs, etc.  He stated he understands there has been a dog attack in Millbrook and maybe we should have some kind of registration, admittance requirements, whatever.  He would just like time to do some further investigation.  Mr. Shouse pointed out as far as a dog tag is concerned he understands that just covers rabies vaccinations.  Most municipal tags would only show that the dog had been vaccinated for rabies but not kennel cough, provo or other problems.  He talked about systems where there is no attendant.  He talked about looking at existing regulations and enforcement of those regulations.

Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to the Park’s Board and staff for their work pointing out he feels that the Carolina Pines is an excellent location it is an amenity that will serve and enhance the area.  He stated he does not want to get into a permit or licensing system for people and their dogs to use the parks.  Mr. Stephenson talked about the health of the animals, safety of the people and other animals, proximity to other towns and the possible encouragement for others to come into Raleigh’s parks.  He stated he understood public hearings were held and there was support for this location but he wonders if that support came from residents of the other or out of town residents.  He stated he is a strong advocate of working with all but he would just like some information as to who spoke in support and where they live.

Ms. Taliaferro pointed out it was public meetings so anyone could speak.  She pointed out the proximity of the SPCA to this location could benefit and promote partnerships.  She stated she feels this is a great site and dog parks are in great demand.  They provide a place where dogs can run free and prevents them from running on ball fields and tennis courts and other parts of the park.  She stated there are no houses real close to the location.  Mr. Stephenson stated he feels it is good that the SPCA would like to be involved but he wonders if the people in District D and this general area are in support of the proposal.  Mr. Crowder stated he feels there are legitimate concerns about unregulated dog parks in District D which have been expressed by his constituents.  He asked to delay action to have broader discussion of the options.  He stated what he is hearing from his constituents is that they would like an area that is closer to transit or a denser area so that people could walk to the dog park and not have to drive their cars.  He stated maybe we should have a task force of people who live in the area to look at all of the aspects not just to support the cheapest solution.  He stated he is a dog owner and this is a very serious situation and again suggested deferring action to allow an opportunity for further input, discussion and investigation.

Ms. Kekas stated she could not support requiring a key or some kind of bar code to get into the park.  We need to trust the park users.  She stated we cannot prevent non Raleigh people from using Raleigh parks and you cannot do anything to regulate the health or accident issue involving dogs pointing out her son’s dog was attacked while her son was walking the dog in the neighborhood.

Gail Teel pointed out they did hold a public meeting at Carolina Pines and about 20 people signed up to work at this site.  She stated there is a record of people that support it with the Council agreeing to hold the item for two weeks to get a listing of those people who spoke in support, their addresses and a list of people who had indicated they would be willing to work at the park.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF

THE RALEIGH TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
WIRELESS INTERNET SERVICE – CITY WIDE – REFERRED TO BUDGET WORK SESSION
City Manager Allen pointed out the City Council had requested the Telecommunications Commission to review and evaluate wireless internet service currently offered by the City of Raleigh to City residents.  Council members received a report in their agenda packet which recommends that the City of Raleigh hire a qualified specialist in the field to fully assess community and municipal needs and to make a recommendation to Council as to what approach would best fit the needs of the community and the City.  In response to questioning from the Mayor, City Manager Allen stated he had not done due diligence and could not give an estimate of cost.  Mayor Meeker suggested the item be referred to Budget Work Session for further consideration.  The item was so referred.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE

BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – JOINT VENTURE RENTAL RECOMMENDATIONS – APPROVED; LAND ACQUISITION IN PRIORITY AREAS – REFERRED TO BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Mayor Meeker reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends approval of the following:

Brookridge Apartments - Approval of $900,000 loan at 0% interest with payment deferred.  This project will be developed by DHIC and includes 40 efficiency SRO units and will comply with energy star standards.

Wakefield Hills - Approval of $200,000 at 2% interest with monthly payments.  This is an affordable development being done by DHIC.

Murphey School Apartments - Approval to refinance the loan with DHIC in the amount of $858,541.44 contingent upon receiving tax credits and gap financing with the loan to be at a 2% interest with monthly payments and a balloon payment at the end of 20 years.

Jobs Journey - Approval of $266,377 at 0% interest with payments deferred contingent upon Passage Home correcting all monitoring issues on past projects by June 30, 2007 and Passage Home bringing all repayment loans current and in good standing and approval of an exception to the Scattered Site Policy.
Salisbury Apartments - By split vote, the Committee recommends approval of $300,000 at 0% interest with deferred payments.  This is a CASA project for ten SRO units.

Budget transfers to accommodate the recommendations are in the agenda packet, which are recommended for approval.

Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 194TF66.

Mayor Meeker reported by split vote the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends approval of $300,000 at 0 percent interest to defer payments for the Salisbury Apartments pointing out this is a CASA Project for 10 SRO units.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas.

Mr. Crowder asked that the Salisbury Apartment’s proposal be put back in Committee and let the Committee take a broader look and have a broader discussion about the shortcomings and lack of projects in Priority 1 zones.  He pointed out the City Council worked hard and established a scattered site policy and explained how and why that policy was established.  He stated we are placing all affordable housing in the same geographic area of the City such as Dr. West’s area or Southeast Raleigh.  He stated he supported the DHIC proposal because of the location of jobs in the area, it’s in an area that is not impacted by high crime rate, etc.  He stated he had talked with representatives of Passage Home and they too feel we are all doing a disservice by placing all of the affordable housing projects in the same areas.  He stated he knows there is difficulty purchasing land and because of that we have a defacto policy of all of the affordable housing projects going in other locations.  He stated the Salisbury Apartments is in an area in which he and the Mayor attended a town hall meeting where they talked about crime in the area, homelessness, etc.  He feels it is a disservice to continue placing all of the units in the same area of the City.

Mayor Meeker pointed out this total recommendation covers some 190 units and he feels they are widely dispersed throughout the City.  He stated the Salisbury project is only 10 units, CASA has a good track record and he feels it is appropriate for this site.  Mr. Crowder stated he would hope that the Council would have discussion about how we can encourage developing mix income communities in Priority 1 zones.  The Mayor again moved approval of the Salisbury Apartment motion as read.

Mr. Stephens stated he is not prepared to support the Committee’s recommendation as he understands what Mr. Crowder is saying.  Mr. Crowder does not feel that this particular location is suitable for this type development.  Mr. West stated he is hearing different priorities.  He stated he does not feel this particular project deviates from the scattered site policy as it is in a Priority II area.  Mr. West talked about changing demographics and whether the scattered site policy has changed.  He talked about a delicate balance, the need to have affordable housing near job centers, etc.  He stated maybe we do need to look at the policy based on changing demographics.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Crowder and Mr. Stephenson who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on 6-2 vote.

Mr. Crowder asked that an item be referred to Budget and Economic Development Committee to look at how to acquire land in Priority 1 areas.  Without objection the item was so referred.

PARKING LOT – 310 WEST MARTIN STREET – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA
Mayor Meeker reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends removal of the item of declaring the parking lot at 310 West Martin Street surplus from the agenda with no action taken at this time and so moved.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

SURPLUS PROPERTY – 4017 ROCK QUARRY ROAD – TO BE SOLD THROUGH UPSET BID PROCESSS
Mayor Meeker reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends declaring property at 4017 Rock Quarry Road surplus real property to be sold subject to the upset bid process with the understanding that if and when the property is sold, the City will retain an additional 20 feet of right-of-way along Rock Quarry Road.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

DURALEIGH CONNECTOR SURPLUS PROPERTY – DIRECTION GIVEN
Mayor Meeker reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee was prepared to make a recommendation on this item with the understanding once the City reacquired the property it would market it as surplus property.  He stated, however, since the Committee meeting he has learned that there is a good deal of history relative to NCSU wanting to acquire the property as an addition to Schenck Forest.  Mayor Meeker reported the Budget and Economic Committee recommends that the City Attorney’s office be authorized to communicate to the State of North Carolina that unless it can be shown that the State has reimbursed its one-half share of the City’s original purchase price pursuant to the municipal agreement that the City would request that the 2.82 acre parcel acquired in connection with the Duraleigh Connector project be reconveyed to the City for transfer to NCSU at a price to be negotiated by the two.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the motion be approved.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson.  In response to questioning from Ms. Taliaferro, Mayor Meeker pointed if the City gets the property conveyed to it then a price would be negotiated and that price would come back to the full Council for approval before any transfer of the land to NCSU.  The motion as clarified was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

POPE HOUSE CULTURAL CENTER COMPLEX – PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZED
Chairperson West reported the Real Estate Committee unanimously recommends the approval of a public hearing to discuss locating the Cultural Center Complex on Site II and to consider whether the Pope House can remain at its current location or if it should be moved to Site II as well.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. West moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker.  The Mayor explained the various sites pointing out the land where the Pope House is presently located has become extremely valuable.  There is potential for establishing a cultural center on Site II or cattycorner from Shaw University.  He stated this is the first time this has become public and it would be less expensive if we didn’t have to acquire property and would create a possibility of having this synergy needed.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

OFFICE SPACE – LEASE AT 434 FAYETTEVILLE STREET – APPROVED
Mayor Pro Tem West reported the Real Estate Committee by unanimous vote recommends authorizing staff to enter into a lease agreement for property located at 434 Fayetteville Street, Suite 1730 consisting of 4,090-square feet with a lease term of 40 months.  The property is owned by Phoenix Limited Partnership.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. West moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF

THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

TC-1-06 – HISTORIC PRESERVATION – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Chairperson Crowder reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends approval of TC-1-06 with addition of the following:

a. Within sixty (60) days of receipt and prior to submission to the Planning Commission, the Raleigh Historic Districts Commission will review and make a recommendation on such proposed subdivision.

On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Crowder moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 197TC301.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION

OF THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

TRAFFIC – EDWARDS MILL ROAD/CORINTHIAN WAY – DIRECTION GIVEN
Chairperson Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends upholding Staff’s recommendation that a 35 MPH speed limit be posted on Edwards Mill Road between Trinity Road and NC 54 with a 25 MPH School Zone posted beginning 500 feet north of the Raleigh Academy property northern line, southward to 500 feet south of the Raleigh Academy property southern line, including all proper signage and “School” pavement markings as required.  The School Zone speed limit will start 30 minutes prior to school start time and end 15 minutes after school begins in the morning; in the afternoon the School Zone speed limit will start 15 minutes prior to exiting school time and end 30 minutes after school’s exit time.

The Committee further recommends upholding Staff’s recommendation that a traffic signal not be installed at the intersection of Edwards Mill Road and Corinthian Way at this time.  However, once the road is constructed staff will evaluate intersection after traffic patterns become established to see if such a signal is warranted.  If a signal is not warranted at that time, Staff will restudy the intersection in 6 months to monitor the traffic flow.  On behalf of the Committee, Ms. Taliaferro moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas.  Mr. Isley expressed appreciation to the Committee for taking this item up, working with the school and appreciation to Public Works Director Dawson and Traffic Engineer Lamb for revisiting the issue.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

SP-92-06 – REYNOLDS TOWER LANDSCAPE/STREETSCAPE – APPROVED
Chairperson Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends approval of Landscape/Streetscape plans for SP-92-06.  The Committee is satisfied that the proposed plans conform to the Hillsborough Streetscape Plan.  Copies of the plans were in the agenda packet.  On behalf of the Committee, Ms. Taliaferro moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

STREET CLOSING STC-2-06 – OLD US HIGHWAY 64 – RESOLUTION EXTENDING TIME – REPEALED
Mr. Craven pointed out two weeks ago he asked the City Council to extend the timeframe for recording of STC-2-06 – Old US Hwy. 64.  He stated the Council agreed to Resolution 2007-203 granting a 120 day extension of the original street closing resolution was adopted.  He stated, however, since that time he had talked with the adjoining property owner and there still seems to be some disagreement among adjacent property owners as to how this should take place, therefore, he would move that the City Council rescind Resolution 2007-203 granting the 120 day extension, which would allow Resolution 2006-840 the original closing resolution to expire and once the issues are worked out they could start the street closing process from scratch.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 212.

FAÇADE GRANT – CAPITAL BOULEVARD – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Ms. Taliaferro stated she had a call from one of her constituents on Capital Boulevard questioning if the City of Raleigh has any façade grant programs or help through the Community Development Department for property owners on Capital Boulevard.  She questioned if we do have façade grant programs available anywhere other than Hillsborough or Fayetteville Street area pointing out if we do not it maybe that the City would want to look at such a possibility.  The Mayor talked about possible criteria which should or could be used.  Administration was asked to provide information.

MILLBROOK TENNIS CENTER – VIC BRADEN – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Ms. Taliaferro expressed appreciation to the staff at the Millbrook Tennis Complex pointing out recently tennis legend Vic Braden was at the center giving lessons.  She stated staff stepped in and was very helpful and it was a very successful event.  She expressed appreciation to all involved.

CONVENTION CENTER TOUR – ANNOUNCED
Mayor Meeker pointed out at the last meeting the City Council had a tour scheduled for the Convention Center.  Because of the length of the meeting that tour did not take place.  He stated maybe at the end of the April 17 meeting the Council could schedule another tour for that time.

WATSON’S FLEA MARKET – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mr. West talked about the continuing problems relating to nuisance abatements, homicides, etc., occurring at the Watson Flea Market area.  He asked if work could be expedited.  Mr. Isley pointed out the Law and Public Safety Committee as well as the Public Works Committee has the issue pending on their agendas and maybe it could be taken up at the next meeting.

TRANSIT – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mr. West pointed out a number of Council members received a letter from Morton Laurie relative to late Capital Area Transit buses.  City Manager Allen pointed out he had responded to Mr. Laurie.

LOST GENERATION TASK FORCE – DIRECTION GIVEN
Mr. West indicated he had talked to Hardy Watkins concerning a situation relating to the Lost Generation Task Force.  Mr. West stated he thought the Council allocated some $50,000 in the last budget and pointed out there seems to be some question as to how that could be utilized.  City Manager Allen pointed out $50,000 was allocated but it went to specific programming not general administration.  It is his understanding the Lost Generation Task Force wants to use some of the money for general administration rather than specific programming.  Mr. West pointed out they are working very closely with the drug market initiative and he would support making that change.  How much of the $50,000 they wanted to use for general administration was talked about.  Mr. West talked about conversations he had with Community Services Director Watkins and Reverend Forbes.  He stated he knew they were doing some collaboration.  Ms. Taliaferro suggested taking up to 70 percent of the $50,000 and let that be used for administrative operations.  Whether that would be sufficient was talked about after which Mayor Meeker moved that the Council agree that up to 50 percent of the $50,000 could be used for general administration and the Council could get a report at a later meeting.  Without objection Mr. West seconded the motion which was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

BIKE LANE – OBERLIN ROAD AND DANIELS STREET – INFORMATION REQUESTED
Mr. Crowder pointed out Oberlin Road is scheduled for resurfacing in the near future.  He asked that the Council consider authorizing the restriping of the bike lane and so moved.  Mr. Stephenson stated he thought the request from the neighborhood was to show a shared lane and restripe the center lane.  He thought the community wanted to move in that direction not a striped bike lane.  Mayor Meeker suggested that the item be referred to Administration for a report back if work is needed.

Mr. Crowder pointed out there has been discussion about putting a bike lane on Daniels Street.  He stated it is his understanding the Cameron Village residents thought there would be a bike lane along Daniel Street as the development project moves forward.  Administration was asked to review the situation and provide a report.

FAYETTEVILLE STREET – MAINTENANCE – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION
Mr. Crowder pointed out he is concerned about some compaction issues on the newly opened Fayetteville Street.  He stated he is seeing a lot of depressions in the sidewalks, stains, etc.  He asked for a report on the maintenance schedule pointing out again there is some severe stains on portions of Fayetteville Street.  City Manager Allen pointed out some of the depressions relate to improper use of equipment and staff is investigating.  In response to questioning from the City Manager, Mr. Crowder pointed out he would get with the City Manager and staff to describe the exact locations he is concerned about.

DESIGN PROGRAM - RECOGNIZED

Mr. Crowder expressed appreciation to the Urban Design Center and the College of Design for their work in sponsoring “Designing an Urban Center.”  He stated it was an outstanding program, the Planning Director and many of the staff attended and pointed out he came away from the presentation realizing we have a lot of challenges ahead of us.  He read from a magazine article about the work in Chicago and quotes from Mayor Doley relative to quality of life issues being a prime focus and how addressing quality of life issues pays big dividends.

PROGRESS ENERGY – FIRE – GROUPS COMMENDED
Ms. Kekas expressed appreciation to the Police Department, Fire Department and Progress Energy personnel for their quick response to the recent substation fire.  She explained she was in the area when the fire occurred and was very pleased and proud of the team that worked together to address the situation.

PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE – I-440/COMMENTS RECEIVED
Ms. Kekas pointed out she had discussed on several occasion the need for additional lights on the pedestrian bridge at the museum.  She stated she hears some movement is occurring.  Whether the City has received information from the museum was discussed briefly but no action taken.

APPOINTMENTS

APPOINTMENTS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN
The City Clerk read the following results of the ballot vote:

Human Relations Commission - One Vacancy – Mr. Stephenson nominated Johnsie Snipes.  Ricardo Perez had been nominated.

Mordecai Advisory Board - One Vacancy - Thomas Alexander – 5 (Isley, Kekas, Stephenson, Meeker, Crowder); Mona Keach – 3 (West, Taliaferro, Craven).

Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board - Two Vacancies - Elaine Perkinson – 5 (Isley, Kekas, West, Taliaferro, Craven); Eugene Weeks – 8 (All Council members); Becky Browning – 0; Kevin Brice – 3 (Crowder, Meeker, Stephenson); Bev Norwood – 0.

Planning Commission - One Vacancy - Matthew Brown - (Crowder, Meeker, Stephenson, West); Waheedul Haq – 4 (Craven, Isley, Kekas, Taliaferro).

The City Clerk announced the appointment of Thomas Alexander to the Mordecai Advisory Board; appointments of Elaine Perkinson and Eugene Weeks to the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board with the Human Relations Commission and Planning Commission being carried over to the next meeting.

NOMINATIONS

CENTENNIAL AUTHORITY – REAPPOINTMENTS MADE
The terms of Thomas A. McCormick and Pat Long are expiring.  Both are eligible for reappointment, have good attendance records and would like to be considered for reappointment.  Ms. Taliaferro moved that Council waive its rule and reappoint Mr. McCormick and Ms. Long by acclamation.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

PLUMBER’S EXAMINING BOARD – JAME K. MERRILL APPOINTED
The City Clerk reported a resignation has been received from Kenneth Truelove from the Plumbers Examining Board.  Administration recommends that James K. Merrill be appointed to replace Mr. Truelove.  Ms. Taliaferro moved the appointment by acclamation.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK

MINUTES – VARIOUS – APPROVED
Council members received in their agenda packet copies of the minutes of the March 20, 2007 Council meeting and Zoning hearing.  Ms. Taliaferro moved approval of the minutes as presented.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

ASSESSMENT ROLLS – VARIOUS – RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED
The following preliminary assessment rolls were presented.  Adoption, which would set a public hearing to consider confirmation of cost on Tuesday, May 1, 2007, was recommended.

Paving AR 913 - Newton Road Widening (PW 2004-10)

Sidewalk AR 370 - Newton Road Widening (PW 2004-10)

Water AR 1310-A - Old Milburnie Road (PU 2002-6)

Sewer AR 1311 - Westgate Road Annexation Area (PU 1997-27)

Ms. Taliaferro moved adoption of the resolutions as recommended.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolutions 213, 214, 215 and 216.

TAXES – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
A proposed resolution adjusting, rebating or refunding penalties, exemptions and relieving interest for late listing of property for ad valorem taxes was in the agenda packet.  Adoption of the resolution is recommended.  Ms. Taliaferro moved approval.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 217.

CLOSED SESSION – HELD
Mayor Meeker stated a motion is in order to enter closed session pursuant to N.C.G.S. 143-318.11(a)(3) and (5) to consult with the City Attorney and give direction to him regarding a potential claim against the City and pursuant to N.C.G.S. 143-318.11(a)(6) for the purpose of conducting the annual performance review of the City Manager.  On behalf of the Council, Mayor Meeker moved approval of the motion as read.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  The Council went into closed session at 3:30 p.m.

The Council reconvened in open session at 5:40 p.m.  Mayor Meeker stated the Council did conduct the annual performance review of the City Manager and gave a favorable review.  He stated the Council voted unanimously to grant a raise of approximately 5% from $182,500 to $191,500, increase deferred compensation from 11% to 12%; allow him to accumulate up to 85 vacation days and roll over the contract for another year which is a 2-year contract with other terms of the contract to remain the same.

RECESS:
There being no further business, Mayor Meeker announced the meeting recessed at 5:41 p.m. to be reconvened at 7:00 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in a regular reconvened meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 3, 2007 in the City Council Chamber of the Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina.  All Council members were present.  The Mayor reconvened the meeting and the following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

REQUESTS AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

GLORY TO GLORY HOUSE OF REFUGE – REQUEST FOR FUNDS – RECEIVED
Angela Ferrell and others representing Glory to Glory House of Refuge were at the meeting to request funds for the operation of their program.  They are requesting $120,000 of emergency funds to support the work of their program including housing, intervention health care, outreach, testing, etc., for women living with HIV/AIDS/mental illness and substance abuse issues.  He explained over the past three years their funding has been reduced from $30,000 to $15,000 to $833 per month.  Their ability to serve the needs is being threatened.  He talked about the number of groups similar to theirs that have had to close their doors because of shortfalls in funding.  They were asking the Council for an investment in their program giving statistics on the number of people served since 1998, statistics on the number of women who have tested positive, told of the type people they have served, the number of cases of AIDS/HIV and the increase in those numbers.  They talked about the percentage of infected women which are African-Americans, how their work helps prevent transferring the virus to other people and stated they desperately need funds to operate and to continue their work of removing infected women from the cycle.  They talked about their work helps reduce the cost for police, jail, social services, etc., and explained the circumstances relative to some of their clients.  They again asked for an investment in their program.

Mayor Meeker questioned if any request for funds had been made to Wake County.  The representatives pointed out they are in discussions with Wake County.  The representatives pointed out they are in discussions with Wake County and pointed out they had applied to the Human Service grant program.  He pointed out; however, the competition for the funds is great and the pot is small.  They need money to stay in business.  No further action was taken.

ADAMS-EDWARDS HOUSE – DEFERRED
Dan Woodall had requested permission to discuss the future of the Adams-Edwards House, 5400 Tryon Road, which was listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  It was pointed out Mr. Woodall had requested that the issue be deferred until the next meeting.

POLICE DEMOGRAPHICS – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Welton Jones, 2021 Bowman Lane, indicated on January 5, 2007 he appeared before the City Council and requested some demographics of the Police Department.  He was told he would be called when that was ready.  He stated he made this request because he heard Police officers talking about the problems of the Fire Department and saying the same problems occur in the Police Department.  He stated he didn’t receive any communication so he went to the Clerk’s office in February and was told that he would receive the information when it was made available to the Clerk’s office.  He stated last week he petitioned to appear before the Council tonight and on Tuesday morning he received a call at his home from a person who identified himself as a police officer and asked what type information was being requested.  He stated the Police officer told him that was the first time he had heard about the request for information.  He stated yesterday he received a call telling him that the packet of information was ready.  He stated he has not picked it up as yet but there is something wrong and something needs to be changed.  He stated he was told last week the Police Department hadn’t received the request for the information and as soon as he made a call they got it done.  He asked the Council to find out what is going on.  He asked that the Police officer who called him write a letter stating when he received the request for the information.  He stated he is asking for information that is public information.  He wants to know how many black and white people work for the Police Department.  How many captains and other officers are African-American.  He again stated it is public information and he is being completely ignored and as soon as his people will stand up and not be afraid something will be done.  He stated people are not being treated fairly particularly those people in the 27610 zip code.  He asked to be provided a copy of the petition he filled out to appear before the City Council and he would like to have a DVD of the meetings in which he has appeared in the past.  The Mayor asked that Mr. Jones be contacted and find out exactly what DVDs he is requesting.

Mr. West stated there must be some type breakdown of communication and he feels the City owes Mr. Jones some type explanation.  City Manager Allen stated he had received the request from Mr. West who had asked for the information.  That was communicated to Police Chief Perlov it was on her work plan.  He stated there is a lot on the work plan and there are a lot of priorities.  He stated once it was seen that the item was back on the agenda the report was made a priority.  Mr. Jones stated it’s been almost three months since January 5 and he does not think it takes that long to gather the information.  He stated if he had not requested it to be back on the agenda he would probably still be waiting.  Mr. Jones stated no one is in a hurry to help him get what he wants and he will be back.  Mr. West stated he thought the information was available with Mr. Jones stating he had not picked it up.  Mr. West asked that Mr. Jones read the information and if it is not what he needs or would like to share additional information with the Council to please do so.

ASSESSMENT – WALNUT CREEK PARK NORTH/WALNUT CREEK PARK SOUTH – REQUEST FOR WAIVER – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION
Russell Briggs, Triangle Greenways Council, was at the meeting to request the City Council to waive the water line assessment for the parcel of land that has been obtained by the Triangle Greenways Council and tagged for ultimate donation to the City of Raleigh at an appropriate time.  The property is located between Walnut Creek Park North and Walnut Creek Park South.  Mr. Briggs pointed out the Triangle Greenway Council is in the process of acquiring the property at 1901 Sunnybrook Road.  There is approximately $9,000 assessment on the property.  He stated when this property is annexed it will become due.  He stated he is requesting the City Council in exchange for the donation of the property to waive the assessment.

City Manager Allen pointed out he had provided Council members with a written report.  He stated staff does not recommend waiving the assessment as it looks as if the property if donated to the City would end up in the general fund.  He stated the water line assessment is due to the Public Utilities Department and what he would recommend is that once a donation of the property is made to the City then the Parks and Recreation Department could pay the assessment in exchange for the land.  After brief discussion it was agreed to refer the issue to Administration to see if Mr. Briggs and the City can work out a suitable arrangement.

TEXT CHANGE – USE OF HISTORICAL LOT LINES – TO BE PLACED ON APRIL 17 AGENDA TO RECEIVE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION; CONSULTANT FOR TEXT CHANGE WORK – TO BE PLACED ON APRIL 17 AGENDA
Edith Jeffreys, 1619 Sunrise Avenue, presented the following historical review of the problem relating to historic lot lines and how that relates to Neighborhood Conservation Overlay zones:

March, 2002 – City Council Meeting: Representatives from our neighborhood appeared before the City Council to ask for a Neighborhood Plan for Roanoke Park.

April, 2003 – City Council Meeting: The City Council approved the Neighborhood Plan for FPE, which includes Roanoke Park.

October, 2004 - City Council Meeting: The City Council approved the NCOD zoning for Core area of FPE.

Late last year Neighbors on the 300 block of Bickett Blvd heard that a developer had purchased 311 and 313 Bickett and wanted to reconfigure the properties so that he could replace the two houses with three houses. Changing the developed sq. ft. on those two properties from two 1,000 sq. ft  houses to three 2,500 sq. ft. houses. An addition of 5500sqft of housing.

The neighbors believed the maximum lot size condition in our NCOD zoning would protect them from this kind of reconfiguration. The maximum lot size in the NCOD code is 13,067 square feet 

311 Bickett was .21 acres and 313 was .2 acres which recombined (in order to be subdivided into 3 lots) would be .41 acres or 1,7860 sq. ft. Over 4,000 sq. ft. larger than our maximum lot size.

In January or 2007, they saw survey stakes go up on the properties that indicated that there are going to be three properties where there were two. No public meeting had taken place.

Ms. Jeffreys stated she started trying to determine how this had happened. Stacy Barbour responded to her email:  "The two houses which have been located at those addresses have actually been located on what were determined to be several legally created lots [originally mapped in 1925]. Recently it was determined that the original lots could be recombined into three new lots…"

After that email we did some research and learned that 311 and 313 Bickett each sat on three hidden historic lots. So two of those old lots now make up 311 Bickett, two make up 313, and two make up the new 315.

Our NCOD clearly was meant to keep this kind of thing from happening. Needless to say we are very upset about the NCOD condition being bypassed.

And we were not informed about historic lot lines or lots in the process of producing the NP and NCOD. They can not be seen on the Wake County Imaps system. 

We now know that other older neighborhoods in Raleigh have historic lots lines. Some of those neighborhoods also have NP or NCOD language like ours.

She stated they have had significant correspondence with Ms. Taliaferro, Mayor Meeker, Mr. Silver, Mr. Botvinick.

Phil Poe, neighbors from Bickett, and she met with Mr. Silver and Ms. Darges about this.

They have employed an attorney to help us with this issue.

They find that we need a text change to the municipal code to close this loophole. 

They have also learned recently that we may need state legislation as well.

They have invested so much time, energy, and resources in our NP and NCOD. So has the city. We don’t want to see that wasted.

They are looking to you now for help with this problem.

Planning Director Silver indicated his department recognizes that this is a problem in terms of infill development in neighborhoods.  He talked about the historic overlay and pointed out with the issue being discussed there are some legal issues and they are still in conversation.  He stated they are working with the City Attorney’s office and the Institute of Government and the information is still unfolding.  City Attorney McCormick stated we cannot do this by ordinance as what Ms. Jeffreys is talking about is recorded lot lines.  He stated this would require action by the General Assembly or the General Assembly giving authority to the City.  Planning Director Silver pointed out his department is looking to the City Attorney for advice and they are waiting to see what the General Assembly does or what the best options may be.  Whether the proposed bill is the best option was talked about as was the City Attorney’s comments relative to the deadline for introducing bills.  How if the deadline has passed out we could possibly get the bill introduced was talked about.

Mayor Meeker suggested holding the item and having the City Attorney and the Planning Department see what the options are and place this item on the agenda in two weeks for further consideration.

Mr. Crowder talked about the possibility of this problem affecting other communities and the possibility of determining if the same problem will impact other communities.

Sam Loflin, 307 Bickett Boulevard, pointed out he’s lived in the Five Points area some 15 years.  He talked about his habit of running in the neighborhood and houses are being thrown up in their neighborhood.  He stated he does not see how someone can build a house that blocks the sun of the neighbor’s house and nothing can be done about that.  He feels the City should step in.  He stated this is a very emotional issue and expressed concern about what is happening and how it compromises the integrity of the neighborhood.

Sue Hollenbach, 309 Bickett Boulevard, stated they are so alarmed at what is happening in their neighborhood because they seem to have no voice at all.  She questioned the process and pointed out the Neighborhood Conversation Overlay District they though would protect them from what is happening in the neighborhood.  She stated they didn’t even get informed until the building went up.  She stated there are Neighborhood Conservation Overlay districts throughout Raleigh and they are probably operating under the same assumptions that they will be protected.

Brief discussion took place as to whether going through a Neighborhood Conservation Overlay amendment would satisfy the problem with Ms. Jeffreys talking about how long it took them to get the existing overlay established.  They need to get something done faster.  

Mr. Crowder talked about infill standards and how all neighborhoods may not be as organized as the Five Points neighborhood and the need to do something to address the issue to keep the integrity of the process.  He stated he feels the City needs to do something and do something fast to address this issue.  Ms. Taliaferro talked about the workload in the Planning Department pointing out Planning Director Silver gave the Council a list of some 20 or so text changes and asked the Committee to come up with a ranking.  She stated she would ask that the whole issue of infill be put in the top 5 text changes.  She pointed out if the Five Points area wants to go through the process of amending their Neighborhood Conservation Overlay district that may be the Council should consider waiving the fee.  Mr. Crowder pointed out the Committee sees all of the text change items as very important.  He stated Mr. Silver has identified the cost for a consultant to help with those text changes and he thinks it is around $50,000.  He suggested taking $50,000 from City Council contingency so that a consultant could be hired to help address this and the other text change issues.

Discussion took place with Ms. Taliaferro questioning if that is a recommendation of Mr. Crowder or the Committee.  She stated she didn’t see the ranking of the text changes or infill development standards as items discussed at the last meeting.  How existing regulations may address the particular issue before the Council was spoken to briefly after which it was agreed to place the item on the next agenda as a special item to consider options available.

FUNDING REQUEST – NEWS FROM OUR SHOES – WITHDRAWN FROM THE AGENDA
Michael Watkins, News From our Shoes, had requested help in funding a newspaper for the homeless.  The funding would be to help provide a workable office space, furniture and equipment.  Mr. Watkins was not at the meeting, therefore, the item was withdrawn with no action taken.

MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

STC-1-07 – OBLERLIN ROAD – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider the permanent closing of portion of Oberlin Road pursuant to petition, resolution of intent, advertisement and notification as required by law (STC-1-07).  The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  In response to questioning from the Mayor, City Manager Allen pointed out staff has no objections and there are no easements to be retained.  Ms. Isley moved adoption of a resolution authorizing the closing as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 218.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – HEARING TO RECEIVE COMMENTS ON PROPOSED BUDGET AND PLANNED ACTIVITIES – HELD – TO BE PLACED ON MAY 1 AGENDA
This was a hearing to receive input on the proposed budget and a summary of planned activities for the Housing and Community Development Program.

Shawn McNamara gave information on the public input to date which includes two public meetings, information on the web and available in paper format.  He went over the proposed 2007-08 budget proposed distribution, funding sources and amounts and activities planned for the South Park, Thompson Hunter, College Park/Idlewild and Sanders North areas.  He went over the one year action plan and talked about the next steps which is the public hearing, receiving of public comments and proposed adoption.  The Mayor opened the hearing.

Jeanne Tedrow, Co-Chair of Strategy Group B, presented the following prepared statement:

A primary purpose of the Housing Strategy Group of the Ten Year Plan to End Homelessness is to identify, develop and help implement strategies that can be used to increase the supply of permanent, affordable housing. It is a committee with recommendations that are supported by the Leadership Council that includes private citizens, non-profit housing developers, city and county staff. We concur with prior recommendations made to the City Council that include:

We believe that a dedicated affordable housing task force, or commission, appointed by the City Council to address critical systemic housing issues would begin to elevate the discussion on affordable housing and would set a standard for our community to develop and adopt a comprehensive strategy toward increasing affordable housing city wide, with a special focus on housing for those whose incomes are at and below 50% of the area median.

This task force would address the difficult, but solvable issues; with direct Council and city staff involvement, such as:

· Reviewing and updating the City’s Scattered Site Policy;

· Identifying the role of NIMBY-ism and ways to support the cost of land in developing affordable housing in all areas of the city;

· Reviewing systemic issues in planning and community development that help or hinder the development process for getting more affordable housing units on the ground;

· Exploring opportunities and establishing a variety of policies and programs to stimulate and support affordable housing -- such as land banking and land trusts used by other communities in the Triangle area.

Having the City Council adopt and appoint an Affordable Housing Commission or Task Force would give this issue the weight and attention it needs. In creating a comprehensive community policy, issues raised within the Housing Strategy Group would be discussed and considered as a means toward a long term strategic plan for creating affordable housing during the next decade which focuses especially on families/individuals earning less than 50% of the area’s median income.

We ask that this recommendation be considered when the Council adopts the One Year Action Plan.

Four people stood in support of Ms. Tedrow’s remarks.  Mr. West stated he knew that this issue was discussed with a subcommittee of Southeast Raleigh Assembly and questioned their stance.  Ms. Tedrow pointed out she feels there are some shared concerns but there are issues City wide that are not being discussed in a comprehensive way.

Griff Gatewood presented the following statement.

I would like to make a few comments on behalf of our organization about the City of Raleigh-Community Development Department’s - 2007 - 2008 Housing Action Plan.

We at CASA ask that the Housing Action plan would continue to give priority one status to people with disabilities and to people who are homeless.  This is increasingly important with the closing of Dix Hospital in 2008.  Starting next year as many as twenty people a month might be released from the hospital into shelters in Raleigh.  Maintaining priority one status for this population is one way we as a community can continue to increase our efforts to address this housing issue.

We at CASA ask that the Housing Action Plan continue to address the need for affordable Rental Housing that is developed for household at 40% or below the area median income.  The City should target its dollars at the lowest segment of the population as the market often provides for those at fifty percent and above.

This allocation of resources is in the spirit of HOME and CDBG dollars.  These dollars are awarded to a community based on the number of people living in poverty in that area.  Therefore, it is fitting that these dollars be dedicated to housing this population.

As Developers of affordable rental housing, we ask that the City review the scattered site policy to be sure that it does not discriminate against people with disabilities.  These people are protected under Fair Housing Law.  We advocate that the City waiver the scattered site policy for projects serving people with disabilities-as you have done with projects which serve elderly populations.

We also ask that the City review the scattered sites policy to insure that it does distribute affordable housing throughout all areas of the City.  We agree with Councilmen Crowder and West that this policy needs to be reconsidered.  There are models implemented in other cities that have successfully integrated affordable housing throughout all neighborhoods.  CASA would gladly serve on a committee to review this policy.

We ask the City to partner with developers of affordable rental housing by providing infill lots at below market rates.  In exchange those developers would construct properties which serve people at 40% and below the area median income.

We ask the City to fast track affordable housing development projects through the planning and inspections departments.  This will reduce cost and increase production.

Next, we ask the City to set aside dollars for rental assistance for people with very low incomes and with disabilities.  Rental assistance, often in the form of rental vouchers, can make or break the financial health of a development.

Finally, we ask the City to reconsider the issue of inclusionary zoning as a way of increasing the amount of affordable housing in Raleigh.

No one else asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mayor Meeker pointed out written comments may be provided as indicated by Mr. McNamara.  It was pointed out this item will be placed on the May 1 agenda for further consideration.

BOND REFERENDUM – PROPOSED 2007 PARKS AND GREENWAY – HEARING
This was a hearing to consider a proposal for a 2007 Parks and Greenway Bond Referendum.  Mayor Meeker pointed out earlier in the day he had put forth the suggestion of upgrading a high school stadium that could be utilized by Shaw and St. Augustine’s and he would like that to be considered a part of the discussion.

Parks Planner Stephen Bentley pointed out the Raleigh Parks Plan provides guidance for the implementation of park acquisition and development.  The annual average capital needs are projected at $24.2 million (adjusted to FY 09/10).  He stated the Annual Capital Improvements Program is estimated to provide approximately $5.2 million with an annual need projected at $19 million.  He went over bond project categories which includes unfunded 2003 bond projects, greenway development, parkland acquisition, existing facility capacity increases and new facility capacity.  He went over the project list in each.

1. 2003 UNFUNDED BOND PROJECTS
$15,950,247


(FY 09/10 dollars)

o Playground Improvements ($888,242)

o Building Improvements ($1,776,485)

o Outdoor Security Lighting ($239,825)

o Satellite Maintenance Facility ($3,091,083)

o Neighborhood School Parks ($1,065,891)

o Crabtree Creek Greenway extension to Neuse River ($6,588,721)

o Honeycutt Creek Greenway ($2,300,000)

2. PARK LAND ACQUISITION
$30,000,000

o This funding is intended for the acquisition

of various park sites in locations spread

throughout the City

3. GREENWAY DEVELOPMENT
$22,600,000


(FY 09/10 dollars)

o Neuse River Greenway ($13,000,000)

Assuming 50% of overall costs coming from other partners 
o Walnut Creek Greenway Extension to 
Neuse River ($9,600,000)

4. EXISTING FACILITY CAPACITY INCREASES
$4,700,000


(FY 09/10 dollars)

o Barwell Road Park Development ($1,700,000)

· Plan, design and complete outdoor components

associated with the Community Center

o Carolina Pines Community Center ($500,000)

· Expand the Community Center

o Pullen Park Carriageway Bridge ($2,000,000)

· Engineer and install a bridge crossing over the rail road

corridor that transects the park

o Chavis Heights Carousel Building Adaptive Re-Use Project ($500,000)

· Upgrade the old carousel building into a new programmable

5. NEW FACILITY CAPACITY
$36,602,500 


(FY 09/10 dollars)

o Raleigh Senior Center ($7,740,000)

· construction of a new center upon completion of the Senior center 

Feasibility Study - to be built on existing city-owned property

o Annie Louise Wilkerson, MD Nature Preserve ($2,000,000)

· Design and construction of the nature preserve park

o Mordecai Historic Park Interpretive Center ($1,552,500)

· The adopted Master Plan recommends a visitors center that will be used 
for interpretive displays, offices, and education.

o Randleigh Farm ($400,000)

· Master Planning and the first phase of site development

o Aquatics Facility(s) ($8,000,000)

· This funding will assist In the Implementation of the upcoming Aquatics
 Facilities Study 

o Northeast Raleigh Active Recreation ($11,000,000)

· Addresses the need for more Active Recreation in Northeast Raleigh

· Community Center ($9,000,000)

· Outdoor Active Recreation Component ($2,000,000)

· Lake Johnson Facility ($2,600,000)

· First phase for design and development a facility as per the
 Lake Johnson adopted Master Plan

· Unsatisfied Neighborhood Park Search Areas ($3,000,000)

· Funds are proposed to satisfy the pursuit for land in unsatisfied
 search areas through partnerships and/or

 utilization of commercial facilities.

· Signage Package ($3,000,000)

· This package will be used to replace and enhance the existing signage

throughout the City of Raleigh Parks and Greenway System

TOTAL BOND FUNDING:
$109,852,747

Mr. Crowder had questions relative to the $30 million for parkland acquisition asking if there was any allocated funds for the increased cost.

The Mayor opened the hearing.

Sig Hutchinson, 2704 Snowy Meadow Court, 27614-7586 stated this is a historic moment for the City of Raleigh.  It shows a new vision in the fact that we believe in our City and the new vision is clearly within our grasp.  We are looking at past successes and future visions.  He talked bout the greenway system down the Neuse River which would connect the Walnut Creek, Crabtree Creek Corridors and North Raleigh.  He doesn’t feel there will be anything like that in the rest of the country.  He talked about how other communities such as Knightdale and Wake Forest are getting on board and are interested in connecting to our greenway system.  He talked bout how the greenway connects destination points from north of the City into the City, art museum, Cary, Apex, Durham, Chapel Hill, Carrboro, etc.  He stated we live in one of the best cities in the country and we must do everything possible to maintain that quality of life.  He talked his utilization the greenway system, how beautiful it is, the number of people moving to our area on a daily basis, quoted Senator Janet Cowell who once said “The best thing the City can do is to invest in itself.”  He called on the Council to please continue funding the greenway system so everything can be connected.  He also spoke in support of the sign package as recommended by Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board.  He stated the greenway system is great but because of its size people get lost.  We need to have a way finding system.  He also talked about pedestrian access pointing out it is so important for people to be able to get access to the greenway system through a system of sidewalks, etc., and asked that the Council consider putting a million or so dollars into the program for sidewalk improvements.  He talked about the unfunded sidewalks needs in the City.  He also spoke to Wake County’s proposal for open space bonds and the possibility of partnering with Wake County.  He stated he fully supports the park bond proposal.

John Conners, 1227 Mordecai Drive, 27604-1342, stated he is representing the Wake Audubon Society and various other conservation organizations.  He stated they want to jump on board and support the proposal but they do have concerns.  He stated he sees in the proposal $9 million for ball fields at unspecified sites in the Northeast.  He spoke to awareness of the plan which is afloat to utilize the property next to Durant Nature Park for that effort and the fact that the plans for Horseshoe Farm Park are still undecided.  He stated it will be difficult for him to support a parks bond proposal that in any way jeopardizes Durant Nature Park and Horseshoe Farm Park.  Mr. Conners pointed out he was the first naturalist and manager of Durant Park and talked about his recent weekend visit to the park where he saw all sorts of animals, wildlife, aquatic life, etc., and saw so many people using the park as it was intended to be used that is passive recreation.  He talked about the camps that have been held at Durant for 25 or more years and the need to keep all of that intact.  He stated he wants to support the parks bond and he feels that his group can influence upwards of 10,000 voters but they need reassurance that Durant and Horseshoe Farms Park will not be the sites for ball fields or active recreation.  There are alternate sites that can be used.  He talked about the approval of the master plan for Durant Park and read from the minutes and documents.  He again asked for reassurance of the protection of the nature parks and he hopes this Council will reaffirm the legacy of the Council which approved the master plan.

Marsha Presnell-Jennette, 618 Stacy Street, presented the following prepared statement:

I appreciate your giving the public an opportunity to give you feedback on this parks and greenways bond proposal.

As some of you know, I’ve been involved in park-related advocacy for many years. As a former 6 year member of the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board, I was involved in helping shape and gain public support for the 2003 Parks Bond.

I’m here tonight because I am very concerned that this parks bond might be used to develop high intensity, high impact sports facilities in park locations that are not appropriate for this kind of development. Surely our City needs these kind of facilities, but I’d like to encourage you to make citizens feel comfortable that these facilities will be placed in appropriate locations, not in the parks that are recognized by the community as valuable nature parks.

I believe that a reassurance of this kind will help the bond package gain the full support of the community.

The two items that are of particular concern to me are “Northeast Raleigh Community Center” for $9,000,000 and “Northeast Raleigh Active Recreation Partnership” for $2,000,000.

I want to urge City Council to clarify the language in the bond proposal to reassure voters that this $11 million of construction will be spent in locations OTHER THAN Horseshoe Farm Park or Durant Nature Park.

The citizens of Wake County and the City love both of these beautiful places for the high quality nature experiences they offer. High intensity sports, with the traffic, crowds, and noise that that they generate, would degrade the quality of the nature experience, as well as the nature, at these sites.

It’s come to my attention that the Council is considering putting outdoor programmed sports fields in Durant Nature Park, in addition to putting a large indoor community center with two gymnasiums on the City Public Utilities land adjacent to Durant Nature Park. While this may be acceptable under the Land and Water Conservation Fund Program that helped to pay for Durant Nature Park, I think the public has a right to know what is under consideration - and I don’t think they will be happy about it.

There are plenty of other potential locations for these programmed sporting facilities to be built, including Sydnor White Community Park, Watkins Road Community Park, the 5401 park that has been offered to the City by the developer there, and the North Wake Landfill.

Tonight I would like to take a minute to focus on the North Wake Landfill. I’ve been carefully watching City Council discussions about this issue and I can’t understand why the Landfill is not being discussed and explored in detail so you have all the facts about what is possible.

The North Wake Landfill is a much better location than Durant Nature Park for high intensity active recreation.

First, the County has expressed an interest in partnering with the City.

They invited the City to participate all the way through the planning process, which it did - Parks staff attended many of the public meetings related to the planning of this site.

There’s been some expectation, or hope, that the City would operate and manage the active recreation there, since the County doesn’t generally do athletics programming.

The Landfill Master Plan does include a multipurpose community center and as well as 7 sports fields of different kinds. We know there is broad public support for ALL these facilities at the Landfill.

If built at the Landfill, these facilities would be close to neighborhoods and schools, and also close to transportation networks for easy, convenient accessibility and walkability.

This is not true of Durant Park.

The City would benefit from sharing the costs of grading and infrastructure development with the County, which could be a substantial savings.

This could not happen at Durant Park.

The Landfill site is relatively unremarkable, not special really, compared to Durant Nature Park - so development of high intensity, high impact facilities there would not be harmful to a treasured remnant of North Raleigh’s remaining nature.

If a memorandum of agreement is worked out with the County soon, the City can proceed immediately to begin design of these facilities. Then, when the Landfill closure is completed, construction could begin immediately. It will probably take the City this long to get the design development work done anyway.

On the other hand, if you choose to develop Durant Nature Park with formal, programmed ball fields, this would be a new type of use not included in the master plan for this park, which was adopted in 1983. When I was on the Parks Board, we developed the now-Council adopted Park Master Planning Policy, which would require that a master plan amendment or revision be done in this situation, to give the public input into this decision.

I’m no prophet, but I’m willing to bet that the public will want to have input into this decision, and that when they do, they will encourage you to collaborate on, instead of duplicate, what will someday be at the Landfill.

If you choose NOT to follow this policy, you will be sending an unfortunate message to citizens that the public’s opinion in how their tax dollars are spent is unimportant to you.

Who’s going to vote for a parks bond if this is the case?

One last thing that is important for you to know is that the only way a partnership for development of the indoor and outdoor active recreation at the Landfill can happen is for the elected officials of this City to take the leadership necessary to get the ball rolling. Staff doesn’t have the authority to do this without your direction. You will need to direct staff to work out the details with the County to make it happen.

Please don’t delay in reaching out to the County to partner at the Landfill. Make this happen, and make it happen soon so no more time is lost and no more City funds are wasted on planning desecration of Durant Nature Park.

And please give voters some assurance in the bond language that you’re not going to develop high intensity, high impact active recreation at our most precious nature parks in NE Raleigh, Horseshoe Farm and Durant Nature Park.

Jeff Smith talked about protecting our greenway, adoption of the tree ordinance and discussions on Horseshoe Farm Park.  He agreed with the previous speaker relative to comments on Horseshoe Farm and Durant Park.  He does not feel it would be appropriate to have a basketball court or gym on either of those properties.  He talked about alternate sites for gyms and basketball courts pointing out one of the sites is near Buffaloe Road Park but he doesn’t remember the other names as they were listed in the article.  He stated Buffaloe Road Park seems to be a logical place for a gym it is easier to get to.  He talked about the pristine nature of Horseshoe Farm Park and Durant Nature Park.  He talked about the parkland acquisition line in the bond pointing out he is ready to help identify land as possible greenways and named Haresnipe Creek, Crabtree Creek, tree line along Brookhaven and Turkey Creek.  He stated he will try to write down the locations and give the City maps.  He stated Wake County is growing fast and it is important to protect land.  He also talked about the need to protect Marsh Creek.  We need to do whatever we can to save as much land as possible before it is developed.

Helen Tart, 611 Monroe Drive, stated she understood there was excellent discussion this afternoon about dog parks.  She stated a couple of years ago the City authorized an employee position to coordinate volunteers within the City and stated without the work of that coordinator she does not know what we would do.  She asked the Council to continue support of that position and if she needs help to please help her.

Martha Greene, 1315 Dale Street, indicated she got involved in the Horseshoe Farm Park issue as an observer.  She stated she observed a huge degree of distrust on both sides.  She stated as this proposal moves forward the City has a tremendous opportunity to allow the issues of good government, especially transparency, to be developed.  She stated the rift between the citizens and government seems incredible and asked the Council to do whatever it could to close that rip.

No one else asked to be heard, thus the Mayor closed the hearing.

Mayor Meeker suggested that staff provide a report summarizing the comment made at the hearing and pointed out possibly the City Council needs to schedule a special work session to discuss this issue.  He stated the City Council needs to make a decision on the ball field and community center in Northeast Raleigh and maybe have a special work session to look at all possibilities.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out the Council had asked staff for a report and she feels we should continue along that route.  The Mayor talked about the possibility of having a work session, however, no further action was taken.

ANNEXATIONS – 2007 PROPOSAL - VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – BECKY CIRCLE PROPERTIES AND RALEIGH MEMORIAL GARDENS – REFERRED TO COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE; OTHER ITEMS TO BE PLACED ON APRIL 17 AGENDA
Mr. Isley asked about the procedure with the Mayor explaining the Council is holding a hearing on each proposed location.  If there are no questions it would be referred to the next Council meeting for action.  If there are questions it could go to Comprehensive Planning Committee.  Mr. Isley questioned if items can be removed from consideration with Mayor Meeker pointing out that could be addressed when the item is considered.

A hearing to consider the annexation of the following areas.  All legal procedures have been met in order to hold a public hearing.  In accordance with those procedures, no decision should be made concerning annexation of the areas at this meeting.  If there are no questions, the areas can be placed on the next Council agenda to consider adopting annexation ordinances for the areas.  If there are questions concerning an area, it has been past Council practice to refer the area to the Comprehensive Planning Committee for further discussion.  Staff has provided a brief presentation for each of the following areas.  Council members had received information on qualifications for annexation and how each location meets those qualifications in their agenda packet.  The Mayor opened the hearing on each item.

Neuse Crossing and Forestville Farms Area – A resident talked about the lift stations in her subdivision.  She questioned once they are annexed what the time period would be for the lift stations to be taken offline.  Robert Massengill pointed out taking the private lift stations off line is completely unrelated to annexation.  He pointed out they are working on that now, working with some of the residents to get easements, etc., and they hope to have the plans finished within the next three months with construction to start in about 6 months.

Rock Quarry Road Properties – No one asked to be heard.

Becky Circle Properties – Glen Johnson, 7504 Drayton Court, pointed out he owns property at 2705 Rowland and pointed out he is concerned with the additional taxation.  He does not feel that the services which will be provided equate to the amount of tax.  Annexation Planner Karen Duke pointed out this is primarily a commercial area.  They would get basic public safety, Becky Circle is being improved to public street standards and the City will take up maintenance for that street.  Water and sewer is available.  In response to questioning, Ms. Duke pointed out property owners do not have to hook onto water and sewer.  They can make that choice.  Mayor Meeker suggested this item be referred to Comprehensive Planning Committee.

Wilmington Street Properties – No one asked to be heard.

Best Roofing - No one asked to be heard.

David O'Neal Properties - No one asked to be heard.

Wake Radiology - No one asked to be heard.

Raleigh Furniture Outlet - No one asked to be heard.

Extra Attic Self Storage - No one asked to be heard.

Creedmoor Road/Jeffrey's Grove School Road - No one asked to be heard.

Raleigh Memorial Gardens – Attorney Chet Esnick, Poyner and Spruill, representing property owners requested that the property not be annexed.  They would prefer to operate under the current status quo.  The property is tax exempt, therefore, would not provide revenue for the City.  The property does not need City services.  Annexation Planner Duke pointed out like other O&I properties in the package this property already has water and sewer available.  In the staff review of the property it showed that this is not tax exempt so there would be some revenue production.  It was agreed to refer this proposal to Comprehensive Planning Committee.

Lineberry Drive Right-of-Way - No one asked to be heard.

Capital Area Soccer League (CASL) - No one asked to be heard.

Benson Memorial United Methodist Church - No one asked to be heard.

The Mayor closed the hearing on each location and pointed out that Becky Circle Properties and Raleigh Memorial Gardens would be referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee for further discussion and the other items would be placed on the April 17 agenda for further consideration.

SEWER ASSESSMENT ROLL 1308 – EDWARDS MILL ROAD – HEARING – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
This was a hearing to consider confirming charges for Sewer Assessment Roll 1308, Edwards Mill Road, according to charges outlined in Resolution 2007-192 as amended and adopted on March 6, 2007.  The Mayor opened the hearing.

Carol Ellis, 2856 Greenbrook Drive, Wendell, pointed out she is speaking for the owner of property at 4008 Laurel Hills Drive, Mrs. Shaw.  She stated Mrs. Shaw negotiated with Dewberry Davis for a sewer easement.  Mrs. Shaw is a 91-year old widow and she sets on valuable land.  The City proposed a $16,000 settlement.  Finally after negotiations she was given a settlement of $47,000.  She stated there was a impact study performed by the City which had a figure of $42,000.  She stated, however, after she got the clear understanding that if she didn’t go along the City would condemn the easement.  She stated there was an attachment to the easement that the land would be protected.  Mrs. Shaw is a lover of nature.  Ms. Ellis asked about water easement in front of the property pointing out with the easement in the back she was told there would be no waiver of assessment.  She stated she has been assessed for $54,000 which is over the estimated assessment.  She stated the City now says that the property has been improved.  Ms. Shaw is on a fixed income $54,000 is totally out of reach for her.  She stated Mrs. Shaw has been told she could sell the property but Mrs. Shaw wants to stay on the property the rest of her life.  She stated it doesn’t seem right that Mrs. Shaw should have to pay this large assessment.  The other assessments average approximately $3,795.  She was told that the reason her assessment is so much is that her property has the highest potential for development and that doesn’t seem fair as Mrs. Shaw does not want to develop the property.

Engineer Dean Fox pointed out Mrs. Shaw owns 10.6 acres.  Her property is larger than the others in the project and only 7 other properties were identified as having development potential so the assessment was on an acreage not per lot basis.  Approximately 1 ½ acres that cannot serve by the sewer line were taken out.

Gwen Shaw, 2005 Columbia Pike, Apartment 527, Arlington, Virginia pointed out she is one of Mrs. Shaw’s daughters.  Mrs. Shaw lives in a farm house that was built in 1901 and her only income is her husband’s social security.  Her father worked for a company in the City of Raleigh for over 35 years.  The company went bankrupt so he received no pension.  Her mother lives on $12,000 per year.  Her mother has no intention of developing the land and it is not fair to bill her mother for a line she did not request.  Her mother cannot afford this assessment.  No one else asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed and by consensus the item was referred to Public Works Committee.

WATER ASSESSMENT ROLL 1309 – EDWARDS MILL ROAD – HEARING – CONFIRMING RESOLUTION ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider confirming charges outlined in Water Assessment Roll 1309, Edwards Mill Road, according to charges outlined in Resolution 2007-193 as amended and adopted on March 6, 2007.  The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Ms. Taliaferro moved adoption of a resolution confirming the charges as advertised.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 219.

ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Mayor Meeker announced the meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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