
City Council Minutes


February 6, 2007


COUNCIL MINUTES
The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session on Tuesday, February 6, 2007, at 1:00 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina with the following present.

Mayor Charles C. Meeker

Mayor Pro Tem James P. West

Thomas Craven

Thomas G. Crowder

Philip R. Isley

Joyce Kekas

Russ Stephenson

Jessie Taliaferro

Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by H. P. Humphries, Public Works Department.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Council Member Thomas G. Crowder.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS
ENDING HOMELESSNESS LEADERSHIP COUNCIL – PARTICIPANTS RECOGNIZED – PROCLAMATION PRESENTED
Mayor Meeker recognized Jeffrey Billingsley, SunTrust Bank, and Reverend Paul Anderson, Pastor of Baptist Grove Church, pointing out Mr. Billingfley is the Co-chair of the Ending Homelessness Leadership Council and Reverend Anderson is a member.

Mr. Billingsley, on behalf of the Raleigh-Wake Ten Year Plan to End and Prevent Homelessness, expressed appreciation for the City’s support of the Faith Based Circles of Support Program.  He stated the Support Circle Program began out of successful use of them to help resettle Katrina evacuees.  In the effort approximately 40 congregations formed 76 teams who subsequently helped almost 200 Gulf Coast evacuees to settle in Wake County.  He stated currently there are many more of these congregations committing to continue the program locally to help support and house persons who are homeless in Raleigh and Wake County.  He stated there are five components to the Circle of Support Program which include prevention, engagement and outreach, housing and services support and employment and education.  He stated many of the people represented are present and he would like to thank those churches, businesses and foundations who have shown such great support.  He explained the Support Circle Partnership donates funds that are matched with City of Raleigh and faith community funds to provide rental subsidies to the participants.  They include the A. J. Fletcher Foundation, Catholic Diocese, Baptist Grove Church, Wake Med, Kane Reality, Beth Briggs and Capital Broadcasting.  The Faith/Support Circle Partners provide a wide range of support to a family or individual who is homeless and contribute matching funds for their participants for their rental subsidies.  Forming Support Circles thus far are Baptist Grove Church, Beth Myer Synagogue, First Baptist Church on Salisbury Street, Highland United Methodist Church, Mount Pleasant Baptist Church, Sacred Heart Cathedral, Springfield Baptist Church, St. Francis of Assisi, St. Michael’s Catholic Church, St. Raphael’s Catholic Church, Talking Counsel of the Food Bank of Eastern North Carolina.  He explained the Catholic charities coordinate the Support Circles program with Raleigh and Wake faith groups.  Wake County contributed $56,000 to fund the Support Circles coordinator employed by Catholic charities.  The City of Raleigh contributed $100,000 for rental subsidy that will be matched with $100,000 from corporations, foundations, individuals and with $100,000 from the Faith community.  He talked about funds that were raised to match the City’s contribution.  CASA administers the rental subsidy contributed by the City of Raleigh and the Support Circles.  Triangle United Way serves as judiciary agent for rental subsidy funding from the corporate/foundation/individual community.  The Human Service agencies make referrals and provide case management to participants and assistance to the Support Circles.  The Raleigh Housing Authority has agreed to allocate rental vouchers to those graduating from the Support Circles program.  The Greater Raleigh Chamber of Commerce is working with its member agencies in Wake County Human Services to employ persons who are homeless, initially targeting participants in the Support Circles group.

Reverend Paul Anderson expressed appreciation for the contributions and work.  He stated they are looking forward to helping give families a place to lay their head.  He expressed appreciation to the team of Circle Supporters pointing out they are in for the long term.  He pledged their continued support and the hope that other groups will join in.

Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to all of the people who are willing to spend their resources and time and talked about the beginning of the program when some of the churches stepped up and others started matching.  He encouraged other businesses and churches to get involved.  He pointed out the program has received recognition from the National Home for Every American award and read a proclamation proclaiming “Raleigh Wake Faith Based Support Circle Program” in the City of Raleigh.

Mr. West commended everyone for their work pointing out it is a great initiative.  He has seen this energy and love and the hard work the people are doing to get people in jobs, housing, etc.  He stated he had never seen a harder working group of people and they do it with such a great deal of passion.

COMMENDATION – FLOOD MANAGEMENT – PRESENTED
Doug Hoell, Director of the North Carolina Emergency Management, commended the City of Raleigh for a job well done in the flood management business.  He stated this started out in 1968 and was started because private insurance companies could not afford to be in the flood insurance business.  The City of Raleigh joined the program in 1973 and has been active members since then.  He stated currently there are 1,898 flood insurance policies in force in the City of Raleigh covering $421 million dollars of property.  He stated $16 ½ million dollars covering 679 flood insurance losses since 1982 occurred.  He talked about the community rating system and commended the City for their work pointing out residents and businesses in Raleigh receive a 15 percent discount because of the actions the City has taken.  A discount will save some $115,000 in premiums this year.  He commended the City and the staff for a job well done and recognized Public Works Director Carl Dawson, Stormwater Manager Danny Bowden and Ben Brown.

COMBINED CAMPAIGN – DEPARTMENTS THAT EXCEEDED LAST YEAR’S AMOUNT BY 25 PERCENT – RECOGNIZED
Mayor Meeker and Community Services Director Hardy Watkins pointed out in 2006 the City of Raleigh Combined Campaign raised a little over $87,000 which was 25 percent more than last year.  Mayor Meeker presented plaques to those departments which had an increase of more than 25 percent recognizing the department head and the department representatives as follows:

Information Technology - 29% increase – Michelle Holloway, Coordinator and Gail Roper Chief Information Officer; Public Works – 33% increase – Kenya Epps, Coordinator and Carl Dawson, Director; Inspections Department – 33% increase – Tracey McDonald, Coordinator and Larry Strickland, Director; City Clerk’s Office – 34% increase – Valorie Lykes, Coordinator and Gail Smith, City Clerk; City Manager’s Office – 40% increase – Angel Wright-Feldman, Coordinator and Russell Allen, City Manager; Public Utilities Department – 41% increase – George Rogers, Coordinator and Dale Crisp, Director; Public Affairs – 71% increase – Karyn Thomas, Coordinator and Jayne Kirpatrick, Director; Planning Department – 73% increase – Trisha Hasch, Coordinator and Mitchell Silver, Director; and, Emergency Communications – 97% increase – Richard Batchelor.

CERTIFIECATES OF APPOINTMENT – PRESENTED
Mayor Meeker explained the Certificate of Appointment presentation and presented a certificate to Jeff Parsons who was recently appointed to the Appearance Commission and Terri Dollar who as recently appointed to the Telecommunications Commission.

EXPLORIS – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mayor Meeker pointed out on Saturday he and Ms. Kekas attended the unveiling of the Mahatma Ghandi statue at Exploris Museum.  He pointed out it is a wonderful statute and commended it for everyone to see.

NORTH CAROLINA STATE UNIVERSITY – COMMENTS MADE
Mayor Meeker pointed out there is a contingency of North Carolina State University students in the audience and asked them to stand.  He commended NCSU for their recent basketball victories on Tuesday and Saturday.

HOUSING – MANAGEMENT OF RENTAL PROPERTY – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mayor Meeker talked about a newspaper article that appeared over the weekend relative to a City employee who apparently is not properly managing rental housing.  He asked if the Manager had a report.

City Manager Allen indicated City staff is investigating any potential personnel violations and will continue to follow up on that.  He stated Police employees do have to meet a higher standard and pointed out the Police department had sent a notice to all Police employees asking them to identify any property that they may own in Wake County other than their personal residence.  City Manager Allen pointed out we do have a management policy which outlines the expectations.  He stated that policy generally applies to the City Manager down to division heads.  The policy indicates if an employee has secondary employment or investments in Wake County they must realize that their primary work is with the City of Raleigh and that comes first.  He stated employees as well as citizens have a duty to comply with City and State laws and understand if they do not they could be subject to disciplinary actions.  City Manager Allen stated he feels the newspaper article outlined isolated events and he will continue to follow up.

Mayor Meeker asked about the housing problems that were identified in the newspaper article and questioned if the Inspections department is following up.  City Manager Allen explained any case that comes to the City’s attention will be followed up on and the owners will be held accountable.  The employee or property owner will be notified and will be required to follow up on any code violations.

Mr. West pointed out there are new nuances in everything we do.  He stated the particular situation being discussed is not something that just popped up.  He talked about discussions at the North Central CAC relative to properties owned by another police officer.  He talked about landlords who come in speculate on buying houses, prey on the community and the fear that many times employees benefit by their position.  He talked about the social situation and history.  He talked about past actions relative to adoption of the ordinance about rooming houses, etc., as well as things that contribute to the degradation of a community.  He stated the steps being outlined by the Manager are very proactive and he hopes they will be responded to and will handle the problem.  He stated in the stressed communities that are having problems we have to be proactive and sometimes use different standards pointing out a stable community may get a cold but a distressed community could get pneumonia.  He stated we have to be proactive, stay on top of this and if the policies are not working look at changing the policies.

PROP ORDINANCE – POSSIBILITY OF ADDING CRIMINAL ELEMENTS – REFERRED TO LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
City Attorney McCormick indicated sometime back Mr. Crowder raised the issue of adding criminal elements listed in Chapter 19 to our PROP ordinance.  He stated he had provided a memo and the Council may want to look at this, refer it to a Committee or direct him to put it in the form of an ordinance.  He stated no public hearing is required but the Council could hold a public hearing.  Mayor Meeker questioned at what stage the violation puts the owner in the PROP ordinance asking about what happens if a landlord cleans up a property or problem.  He just has some questions as to how it would work.  It was agreed to place the item on the agenda for the night portion of the meeting since Council members had just received the memo.

During the night portion of the meeting the City Attorney indicated Mr. Crowder had asked about the possibility of putting criminal activities into the PROP ordinance.  He stated he would suggest if we wanted to move forward with that we should take the items that are listed as offenses in Chapter 19 and if we can show a pattern of those things it could constitute a public nuisance.  He stated he could put this in ordinance form for the Council’s discussion.  Mayor Meeker questioned how the landlord is notified of the offenses.  City Attorney McCormick pointed out there are several ways to do that and the Council would have to decide at what point the landowner should be notified.  Mr. Isley suggested placing the item in Law and Public Safety Committee pointing out the Law and Public Safety Committee did a lot of work on the PROP ordinance.  Mr. Stephenson pointed out he had some conversation with members of the property management groups and all three seemed very positive about including these items.  It was agreed to refer the item to Law and Public Safety Committee.

During the afternoon portion of this discussion, Mayor Meeker pointed out in the last four or five years the City has worked very hard, changed our ordinances, added inspectors, etc.  He stated if there are houses in an area that are unmanaged or unkempt citizens should report those to the City and the Inspections Department should get after them and make sure all conditions are corrected.  He stated the bottom line is if you own rental property in the City of Raleigh you must manage that property in a reasonable way.  If you do not have the time or ability to do that you should sell the property and get out of the rental business.  He stated the City of Raleigh will not tolerate these violations.  He encouraged the whole community to take that to heart.

Mr. Stephenson pointed out adding criminal activities to the PROP ordinance he believes is one of the things that was suggested by the management groups themselves.  He stated there have been neighborhood concerns about rental properties and the fact that we do not have an effective means to get to the right person.  He stated if we do not have enough people to enforce the rules and regulations may be that should be discussed at budget time.

GROCERY CARTS – ABANDONMENT – REFERRED TO THE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
Mr. Crowder indicated the second part of what he had asked the City Attorney to comment on related to grocery and other carts being removed from their premises and abandoned in yards, streets, etc.  He stated two suggestions were made to address the situation.  One is whoever takes a cart off the premises is responsible or the second being the retail establishment that owns the car being responsible.  He stated he understands that grocery stores are reluctant to prohibiting people from removing the carts from their premises so may be we should make the owner of the carts responsible when they are found abandoned.  He stated he knows there are self locking devices but he knows that may be expensive.  He stated it is a huge quality of life issue.  It was agreed to look at that proposal later in the meeting.

During the night portion of the meeting City Attorney McCormick indicated the problem relates to people taking carts away from grocery stores or the big box stores and abandon them in neighborhoods, etc.  He stated he had provided Council members with three alternatives that could be considered.  Mayor Meeker stated may be we could give some notice to the cart owners and require the stores to put their names on the cart and give so many days for carts to be returned.  He suggested that the item be referred to Law and Public Safety Committee for consideration.  Without discussion the item was so referred.

CONSENT AGENDA
CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED
Mayor Meeker presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion.  If a Councilor requests discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  The vote on the Consent Agenda will be a roll call vote.  Mayor Meeker stated he had asked that the Triangle Seamless Public Transportation Service Call Center Contract be removed.  Without discussion that item was removed from the Consent Agenda.  Ms. Taliaferro moved Administration’s recommendations on the remaining items on the Consent Agenda be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  The items on the Consent Agenda were as follows.
CERTIFICATION OF CONSISTENCY – COMMUNTIY ALTERNATIVE FOR SUPPORTIVE ABODES – MAYOR AUTHORIZED TO SIGN
The Community Alternatives for Supportive Abodes (CASA) has requested that the City provide a Certification of Consistency with the Consolidated Plan for CASA’s Salisbury Apartments Housing 400 loan application.  Previously the City issued a certification of consistency for this project when funds were requested through the Wake County Continuum of Care 2006 HUD application.  However, in the interim the project site has changed and will be located at Bluebird Court, a vacant R-20 plot which is situated in a Scattered Site Plan priority two area of Raleigh.  The project will serve persons at or below 30% of the area median income who are chronically homeless or have a disability.  The City’s Consolidated Plan classifies such groups as Special Populations and as such they are a first priority.  This project will provide both housing and support to this population.

The Community Development staff has reviewed this request for certification of this project at the Bluebird Court site and has determined it is consistent with the City of Raleigh’s adopted Five Year Consolidated Plan.

Recommendation:  Approval for the City Manager to sign the Certification of Consistency with the City’s Consolidated Plan for this Community Alternatives for Supportive Abodes project.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

WAKE COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS/WAKE COUNTY/CITY OF RALEIGH – INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT FOR PURCHASE OF PROPERTY AT INTERSECTION OF LEESVILLE ROAD AND LEESVILLE CHURCH ROAD – APPROVED
The City, Wake County and Wake County Public Schools have negotiated an Interlocal Agreement for the joint purchase, subdivision and development of a 33.09 acre tract of land located near the intersection of Leesville Road and Leesville Church Road.  After planning is completed the site will be subdivided and 11-15 acres will be purchased by the City as a neighborhood park at an adjusted shared cost based upon the initial purchase price of $103,000 per acre.  Wake County will provide $250,000 toward the purchase of the park property and an additional $200,000 toward the development of joint recreation infrastructure.

Recommendation:  Approve the Interlocal Agreement and authorize the City Manager to execute.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

ZEBULON/RALEIGH UTILITY MERGER SUB-AGREEMENT – APPROVED – BUDGET AMENDMENT ESTABLISHED
The Public Utilities Department is currently operating under the terms of the Merger Agreement for Public Utilities between the City of Raleigh and the Town of Zebulon.  The Merger Agreement allows for the creation of sub-agreements that further define particular aspects of the merger process.  The Town of Zebulon received grants from the Gold Leaf Foundation ($250,000) and the Clean Water Management Trust Fund ($1,009,000) totaling $1,259,000 for the purpose of extending reuse water from the Little Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant to the GlaxoSmithKline pharmaceutical campus.  The entire $250,000 Gold Leaf Foundation grant and a portion of the Clean Water Management Trust Fund grant totaling $90,000 was previously budgeted by Zebulon for engineering work and easement acquisition, leaving a balance remaining of $919,000.  As with many grants, various conditions and limitations exist concerning the type of expenditures and transfers that may occur between the grantee (Town of Zebulon) and other parties.  Anticipating the need for a sub-agreement, a project administration plan was developed that would allow use of grant funds to develop and construct a project that would eventually become a City of Raleigh asset.  There is no net change in the project expenditure accounts.

Recommendation:  Concur in this request, authorize the City Manager to execute the agreement, approve the budgetary amendment and budgetary transfer.

Revenue Account:

349-9746-51349-000
Clean Water Mgmt Grant
$919,000.00

Expense Account:

349-9746-79001-975
Reuse Line Reserve
$919,000.00

Transferred From:

349-9746-79001-975
Reuse Line Reserve
$919,000.00

Transferred To:

310-0000-40050-000
PUD CIP Reserve
$919,000.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 162TF62.

ANNEXATION PETITIONS – VARIOUS – REFERRED TO CITY CLERK TO CHECK SUFFICIENCY AND SCHEDULE PUBLIC HEARING
The agenda presented the following petitions for annexation.

	Area Name Contiguous
	Petitioner
	Acres
	Proposed Use

	Seventh Day Adventists and intervening R-O-W
	Robert L. Cundiff, Carolina Conference Association
	14.92
	Institutional

	US Fleet Fueling Station and intervening R-O-W
	John H. Woodfin, Grove and Libbie, LLC
	2.53
	Industrial

	Tennyson Place Subdivision
	Charles J. Wagner/Beazer Homes Corporation
	11.7
	Residential

	The Ridges of Maybrook
	Billy S. Myrick/ Myrick Construction Company of Raleigh
	18.41
	Residential


Recommendation:

That these annexation petitions be acknowledged and that Council request the City Clerk to check their sufficiency pursuant to State statutes, and if found sufficient advertise for public hearings on Tuesday, March 20, 2007.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

PARADE ROUTES – VARIOUS – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS
The agenda presented the following requests for approval of parade routes:

Various Streets in the Vicinity of Edenton Street

Thomas Smith, representing the NC Division of the Sons of Confederate Veterans, requests a street closure on Saturday, May 5, 2007, from 1:00 p.m. until 2:00 p.m. for a Robert E. Lee Parade.

Various Streets in the Vicinity of Hillsborough/Fayetteville Streets

John Odom, representing the Greater Raleigh Merchants Association, requests a street closure on Saturday, November 17, 2007, from 7:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. for the 2007 Raleigh Christmas Parade.  Rain Date will be Sunday, November 18, 2007, from 12:30 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.

Recommendation:  Approve the parade routes subject to conditions on the reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

ROAD RACE – CITY OF OAKS MARTHON – APPROVED
Kazeem Yahyapour, representing the City of Oaks Marathon, LLC, requests a street closure on Sunday, November 4, 2007, from 7:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. for a Marathon Road Race.

Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

STREET CLOSINGS – VARIOUS LOCATIONS AND EVENTS – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS
The agenda presented the following requests for temporary street closings.

2000 Block of Stone Street

Luann Charlton, representing the Hayes Barton United Methodist Church, requests a street closure on Tuesday, February 20, 2007, from 4:30 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. for a church festival.

She requests waiver of all amplified noise ordinances.

300 Block of West North Street

Niall Hanley, representing the Hibernian Pub, requests a street closure on Saturday, March 17, 2007, from 11:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. for an outdoor event.

He also requests waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on city property and waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.

300 Block of East Hargett Street

Richard Fitzgerald, representing the Raleigh Rescue Mission, requests a street closure on Saturday, May 5, 2007, from 7:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. for a Community Appreciation Festival.

00 Block of Edenton Street

Haywood Riley, representing the Marine Corps League, requests a street closure on Monday, May 28, 2007, from 11:00 a.m. until 1:30 p.m. for Memorial Day ceremonies.

00 Block of Edenton Street

Dianna Mauney, representing the State Capitol Historic Site, requests a street closure on Wednesday, July 4, 2007, from 9:30 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. for July 4th festivities.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on the reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

BARWELL ROAD COMMUNITY CENTER – WAKE COUNTY HUMAN SERVICES GRANT/CARDIOVASCULAR HEALTH – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS; BUDGET ESTABLISHED
The City of Raleigh Parks and Recreation Department requests authorization to act as the recipient and administrator of Cardiovascular Health Grant funds in the amount of $1,600 as awarded through the North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services to Wake County Human Services.  The intent of these funds is to address cardiovascular health among African American and Hispanic Wake County residents who may be/are at risk of cardiovascular disease.  The project focus is physical activity through a weight training program implemented by the City’s Wellness Center at Barwell Road Community Center.

Recommendation:  Approve the budget amendment to set the appropriate revenue and expense accounts for this project.  A signature is required on the Memorandum of Understanding and the project must be implemented by May 31, 2007.  The MOU has been reviewed by the City Attorney’s office.

Revenue Account:

810-7323-51319-982
Wake County Cardio Grant
$1,600.00

Expense Account:

810-7323-70601-982
Small Equipment
$1,600.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 162TF62.

EASEMENT SALE – SHAW UNIVERSITY – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

A request has been received from Martel A. Perry, Executive Vice President of Shaw University, property owner, to purchase an existing 20-foot City of Raleigh sanitary sewer easement for a relocated 20-foot City of Raleigh sanitary sewer easement at a vacant lot (PIN# 1703865455) located at the northwest quadrant of East Lenoir and Bloodworth Streets in Raleigh.  The existing sanitary sewer located within the easement is not currently active.  The request, if approved, would allow Shaw University to develop an Early Childhood Education, Research and Development Center.  This exchange is in accordance with construction plans approved by the City of Raleigh Public Utilities Department.  The property owner is responsible for all costs of the easement sale.

Recommendation:  Approve the easement sale and authorize the City Clerk to advertise.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 163.

HONEYCUTT CREEK GREENWAY TRAIL – DESIGN SERVICES CONTRACT – ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE CONTRACT
The Parks and Recreation Department has received ten proposals for design and construction administration of the Honeycutt Creek Greenway Trail.  These proposals have been evaluated and the top three firms in priority order are:

Chas. H. Sells, Inc.

Stewart Engineering

Withers and Ravenel

Funds are available in the Honeycutt Creek Greenway Trail project account 636-9322-79001-975 in the amount of $350,000 for this project.

Recommendation:  Authorize negotiation of a design services contract with Chas. H. Sells, Inc. for the preparation of construction documents and construction administration of the Honeycutt Creek Greenway Trail project.  If negotiations are unsuccessful negotiations will proceed with next firm in the priority list.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

NEUSE RIVER WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT – BIOSOLIDS MANAGEMENT MASTER PLAN – CONTRACT WITH CAMP, DRESSER & MCKEE APPROVED – FUNDS TRANSFERRED
A contract of $325,000 has been negotiated with Camp, Dresser & McKee for the Neuse River Wastewater Treatment Plant Biosolids Management Master Plan, including all necessary services needed to prepare a forecast of biosolids production quantities, identify alternative biosolids management strategies and technologies, conduct detailed evaluation of select biosolids management strategies and technologies, evaluate blending alternatives and requirements for Wastewater Treatment Plant biosolids and Water Treatment Plant residuals, and prepare a biosolids management master plan in accordance with the City of Raleigh’s Environmental Management Plan that was approved for compliance with the National Biosolids Partnership in December 2006.

Recommendation:  Approve the contract with Camp, Dresser & McKee for the Neuse River Wastewater Treatment Plant Biosolids Management Master Plan and the budgetary transfer.

Transferred From:

349-9247-79202-975
NRWWTP Solids Handling Improvements
$  25,000.00

349-9304-79001-975
NRWWTP Sludge Dryer
  300,000.00


$325,000.00

Transferred To:

349-9304-79201-975
NRWWTP Sludge Dryer
$325,000.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 162
TF62.

DEMPSEY E. BENTON WATER TREATMENT PLANT – SAMPLING AND MONITORING PROGRAM – CONTRACT WITH ARCADIS G&M – APPROVED
A contract to establish a Sampling and Monitoring Program in association with the permit requirements of the Dempsey E. Benton Water Treatment Plant has been developed with ARCADIS G&M of North Carolina, Inc. with funding not to exceed $331,800.  The approval of the Dempsey E. Benton Water Treatment Plant Project by the N.C. Department of the Environment and Natural Resources, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service was contingent upon the development of a Sampling and Monitoring Program to assess the long-term impacts (if any) of secondary and cumulative impacts in the service area.  Funding is available in the Public Utilities Operating Budget as previously approved by Council for FY 2006-07.

Recommendation:  Approve the contract with ARCADIS G&M of North Carolina, Inc., for the development of the Sampling and Monitoring Program.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

BEAVERDAM CREEK BASIN STUDY AND SEWER EXTENSION PROJECT – AMENDMENT #2/MCKIM & CREED – APPROVED – FUNDS TRANSFERRED
The City currently has an agreement with McKim & Creed, P.A., for the Beaverdam Creek Basin Study and Sanitary Sewer Extension Project.  Amendment #2 in the amount of $382,700 is for final design, environmental permitting, bid and award phase, and record drawings.

Recommendation:  Approve Amendment #2 and the budgetary transfer.

Transferred From:

349-9311-79001-975
Beaverdam Lake Sewer Extension
$168,400.00

349-9537-79001-975
Knightdale Beaverdam Interceptor
  214,300.00


$382,700.00

Transferred To:

349-9311-79201-975
Beaverdam Lake Sewer Extension
$382,700.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 162TF62.

PERSONNEL – PUBLIC UTILITIES POSITION RECLASSIFICATIONS – APPROVED
Public Utilities currently has a vacant Treatment Plant Operator, classification #4302, position (5220-605, #005365), pay grade 30 (TA), in the Water Treatment Plant Division.  The E.M. Johnson Waste Facility operates 24 hours per day.  There are currently one Senior Operator and six Operators.  In order to allow additional advancement opportunities for the staff and give more oversight from an additional lead position, it is requested to reclassify the position to a Senior Treatment Plant Operator, pay grade 32 (TB).

Public Utilities currently has a vacant Equipment Services Attendant, classification #4618, position (5230-608, #003561), pay grade 22, in the Wastewater Treatment Plant Division.  In order for a full-time jet/vacuum truck crew to be assigned responsibility for the operation of the Division vacuum truck, there is a need for an Equipment Operator III position.  With 114 pump stations, there has become a need for full-time pump station cleaning.  Pump stations often have problems with grease, grit and other debris that can cause the pump station to operate improperly, which can lead to sanitary sewer overflows and environmental impacts.  Therefore, it is requested to reclassify the position to an Equipment Operator III, classification #4013, pay grade 27.

Funds are currently available in the salary account for the remainder of the current fiscal year.

Recommendation:  Approve reclassifications of positions in this request.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

ENCROACHMENT – TEN TEN ROAD WATER MAIN LOOP/NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILROAD – APPROVED
An encroachment agreement has been received from Norfolk Southern Railway for the encroachment of a 12-inch water main encased in a 20-inch steel pipe located on a pipe bridge crossing the right-of-way on property of the Norfolk Southern Railway Company as part of the Ten Ten Road Water Main Loop project.  The following fees apply:

Risk Financing Fee
$1,000.00

One-Time Occupancy Fee
$8,820.00

Recommendation:  Approve the agreement and authorize the City Manager to execute on behalf of the City.  (Funds to be handled administratively.)  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

BUDGET AMENDMENTS – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
The agenda presented the following recommended budget amendments:

Convention Center - $200,550.00 – to amend the Convention Center budget to fund the production and presentation of the Boat Show and other event activities managed offsite by Convention Center personnel that were not provided for in the FY 07 Budget.

Parks and Recreation - $750,000.00 to appropriate funds received from a developer to support the Barwell Road Park site and to appropriate funds received from Wake County to support the Brier Creek Park site.

Police - $11,000.00 – to appropriate funds from the controlled substance tax fund balance reserve (Acct. 100-0000-40016-000) to provide budget to purchase two Segways for the Police Department.

The agenda outlined the revenue and expenditure code accounts involved in the recommended budget amendments.

Recommendation:  Approval of budget amendments as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 162TF62.

REIMBURSEMENT CONTRACTS – THOROUGHFARE FACILITY FEES – VARIOUS – APPROVED
The agenda presented the following thoroughfare facility fee reimbursement contracts.

2006 #9 Thoroughfare Facility Fee

Crosland Incorporated/

Sumner Blvd/

Priority 1 Project

Total Reimbursement $49,848.83

2006 #10 Thoroughfare Facility Fee

Crosland Incorporated/

Old Wake Forest Road/

Priority 1 Project

Total Reimbursement $157,439.20

2006 #11 Thoroughfare Facility Fee

Crosland Incorporated/

Fox Road/

Priority 1 Project

Total Reimbursement $32,418.57

2006 #19 Thoroughfare Facility Fee

Crosland Incorporated/

7831, 7851 and 7900 Old Wake Forest Road/

Priority 2 Project

Total Reimbursement $6,559.15

2006 #20 Thoroughfare Facility Fee

Crosland Incorporated/

6111 and 6455 Fox Road/

Priority 1 Project

Total Reimbursement $5,752.50

Recommendation:  Approve contracts.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

REIMBURSEMENT CONTRACTS – MAJOR WATER AND SEWER – VARIOUS – APPROVED
The agenda presented the following major water ands sewer reimbursement contract.

Water Area 90 Contract 57

Aster Place Development, LLC

Old Stone Crossing

Construction of 12 inch and larger water mains

Total Reimbursement $119,188.00

Recommendation:  Approve contract.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

UTILITY PARTNERS OF AMERICA – CHANGE ORDER #1 – AUTOMATED METER READING PROJECT – APPROVED – FUNDS TRANSFERRED
This change order is for a net increase of $165,080 and time extension of 30 calendar days.

Reason:

For the addition of the change out of meters in Wendell and Zebulon and the activation of meters in the original contract that City forces had previously installed but not activated to the project.

History:

Original contract amount
$1,054,925.00

New contract amount
$1,220,005.00

Budgetary accounts to be amended:

Transferred From:

348-8150-79001-944
Knightdale Metering
$    1,000.00

348-9397-79001-975
AMR Meter Replacement
10,000.00

348-9402-79001-943
WF Water Main Extension
3,600.00

348-9730-79001-945
AMR Program
68,240.00

348-9730-79001-946
AMR Program
    82,240.00


$165,080.00

Transferred To:

348-8150-79202-944
Knightdale Metering
$   1,000.00

348-9397-79202-975
AMR Meter Replacement
10,000.00

348-9403-79202-943
WF Automated Meter Reading
3,600.00

348-9730-79202-945
AMR Program
68,240.00

348-9730-79202-946
AMR Program
    82,240.00


$165,080.00

Recommendation:  Approve the change order in the amount of $165,080, time extension of 30 calendar days and the budgetary transfer.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 162TF62.

TRANSFERS – VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
The agenda presented recommended transfers in the departments of Convention Center and Public Works.  The agenda outlined the code accounts involved and the reasons for the recommended transfers.

Recommendation:  Approval of transfers as outlined on agenda.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 162TF62.

P.U. 2007-3 – CLASARA CIRCLE – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED
P.U. 2007-3 calls for the installation of approximately 2,470 linear feet of 8-inch sanitary sewer main to eliminate the West Winds Pump Station.  The main would be installed from an existing sanitary sewer main near Clasara Circle to the public sanitary sewer pump station near Fountain Drive.  The estimated cost is $185,250 and the project would be assessed on a front footage, area served and per lot basis.

Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution-of-intent to schedule a public hearing on Tuesday, March 6, 2007.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 164.

TRAFFIC – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
The agenda presented recommended changes in the traffic code relating to a no-parking zone on a portion of Northbrook Drive and yield sign installation on Tryon Road westbound at Gorman Street.  It was pointed out the no-parking zone on Northbrook Drive is the result of a petition received from Brooks Elementary School and adjacent property owners.  The agenda outlined the exact locations involved and code amendments that would be necessary if the changes are approved.

Recommendation:  Approval of changes in the traffic code.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 163.

END OF THE CONSENT AGENDA

TRIANGLE SEAMLESS PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION SERVICE CALL CENTER CONTRACT – APPROVED
Last year staff was directed to find ways to cooperate and coordinate with the other transit systems in the region on a regional call center.  Since that time, the various transit systems have worked to develop the Seamless Public Transportation Service Call Center Project.  The contract outlines the terms, conditions and funding distribution that will be utilized for Capital Area Transit to participate in the Regional Call Center.

The call center will centralize all calls for public transportation information that are currently being directed to Capital Area Transit, Triangle Transit Authority and Durham Area Transit Authority independently.  The Call Center will be housed and managed by Triangle Transit Authority at their existing facility in Research Triangle Park.  It is anticipated that the call center will become active in March of 2007.

A copy of the FY2008 final budget and a copy of the Seamless Public Transportation Service Call Center contract provided by Triangle Transit Authority are in the agenda packet.  The City of Raleigh will provide $50,000 for the initial startup of this project in FY2007 and $146,826 in FY2008.  Funds were allocated in the Public Transportation budget in FY2007 for this project.  The funds are located in account number 410-2630-72099-580.  The City Attorney has reviewed this contract.

Recommendation:  Approve the contract and execution by the City Manager.  The Raleigh Transit Authority recommended the execution of the contract to the Raleigh City Council at their January 11, 2007 meeting.

Mayor Meeker stated he had asked that this item be withdrawn from the Consent Agenda pointing out a lawyer in his firm has done work with the Triangle Transit Authority.  In response to questions, City Attorney McCormick indicated the relationship of attorney/client doesn’t automatically constitute a conflict of interest.  City Attorney McCormick stated there doesn’t appear to be a conflict.  Mayor Meeker stated he always tries to be very cautious and asked that he be excused from participation in this matter.  Ms. Taliaferro moved the Mayor be excused from participation in the discussion on this item.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

THE MAYOR LEFT THE TABLE.

Ms. Taliaferro moved approval of the recommendation as outlined on the agenda.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor Pro Tem ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote (Meeker excused).

THE MAYOR RETURNED TO THE TABLE.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED
Mayor Meeker presented the Planning Commission consent agenda indicating it would be handled in the same manner as the regular consent agenda.  The Mayor stated he had received a request from Mr. Craven to withdraw SP-92-06 – Reynolds Tower.  Without objection that item was withdrawn from the Planning Commission Consent Agenda.

Mr. Crowder moved the Planning Commission’s recommendations on the remaining items on the Consent Agenda be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  The items on the Planning Commission Consent Agenda were as follows.

REZONING Z-57-06 – ST. MARY’S STREET – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS
This request is to rezone approximately 0.17 acre, currently zoned Residential Business with Neighborhood Conservation Overlay District.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Office and Institution-2 Conditional Use with Neighborhood Conservation Overlay District.

CR-11072 from the Planning Commission finds that this request is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and that it be approved in accordance with conditions dated October 20, 2006.  Planning Commission’s recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 164ZC599.

TC-1-07 – DEVELOPMENT REVIEW FEES REVENUE INDEXING – APPROVED
This text change proposes to amend the City Code to initiate a method for collecting revenues to cover increases in direct and indirect costs for reviewing, processing and issuing approvals for preliminary and final development plans.

CR-11073 from the Planning Commission recommends that this text change be approved.  Planning Commission’s recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 165TC299.

FP-1-07 – BEAMAN LAKE DAM – APPROVED
This floodplain map amendment proposes to modify the FEMA floodplain boundaries along New Hope Tributary at Beaman Lake.  This map amendment reflects changes to the floodplain associated with the rehabilitation work to the dam and new spillway performed by the City of Raleigh.

CR-11074 from the Planning Commission recommends that this floodplain map amendment be approved.  Planning Commission’s recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 166.

END OF PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA
SP-92-06 – REYNOLDS TOWER – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS; HILLSBOROUGH STREET LANDSCAPING AND STREETSCAPE ALONG PROJECT – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
This request is to approve a mixed use 32 story (428’), 354,600 square foot building with a 5 story parking deck on a 1.18 acre site, zoned Business with Downtown Overlay District.  The proposed residential density is 21 units per acre.  The mix of uses includes:  160,000 square foot of office, 86,550 square foot hotel with 133 rooms, 83,900 residential with 25 residential condominium units, and 8,640 square foot ground floor retail.

CR-11075 from the Planning Commission recommends approval with conditions.

Planning Commission Chairman Baker briefly explained the project, conditions and discussions at the Planning Commission’s level relating to the service, access and columns on the project.  Planning Director Silver explained the applicant agreed to address design concerns with the structural columns along Dawson Street by including alternative designs pointing out those will be approved in subsequent review by the Planning Director.  He explained the columns that were proposed and options that had been presented.  He stated in addition there were concerns about the access to the service area and alternatives were presented relative to a more pedestrian/residential scale and appearance that will be subject to the Planning Director’s approval.

Mr. Craven stated he was thrilled with about 99 percent of this project but does have concern relative to the streetscape treatment along Hillsborough Street.  He stated presently there are some very mature trees and he has concern as to what will happen to the trees.  He stated, however, he does not want to hold up the project, therefore, he would move approval of the Planning Commission’s recommendation with the exception that the treatment of the sidewalks, existing tree and proposed landscaping along Hillsborough Street be referred to Public Works Committee.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

Mayor Meeker pointed out the City owned this property but it is being sold to the Reynold’s Company with some conditions, etc.  He questioned if there is anything the Council needs to do at this point relative to the land sale.  City Manager Allen pointed out everything is moving along on schedule.  There was a schedule laid out in the sales agreement and he feels the Reynold’s Company is on track.  Mayor Meeker questioned what will happen to the City personnel who are presently working in that building with City Manager Allen pointing out staff is looking for options.  He stated as options are developed they will be brought to the City Council for approval.

SPECIAL ITEMS

HILLSBOROUGH STREET ROUNDABOUTS – PHASE I – 25% DESIGN – TO BE PLACED ON FEBRUARY 20, 2007 AGENDA AS A SPECIAL ITEM
During the November 7, 2006 Council meeting, representatives of Kimley-Horn and Associates presented their 25% preliminary design and requested direction on which design alternative to carry forward to the 100% design.  The presentation related to the Hillsborough Street Roundabouts, Phase 1, from Gardner Street to Logan Court (project A) and from Enterprise Street to Oberlin Road (project B).  It was directed that the item be placed on the November 21 agenda to receive additional information from staff, NCSU and the Hillsborough Street Partnership.  During the November 21 Council meeting, questions were answered and more questions presented and it was directed that the item be placed on the December 5 Council agenda for further consideration.  During the December 5 meeting additional questions were presented and it was directed that the item be placed on the January 9, 2007 agenda to receive additional information and consider what direction to take.  At the January 9, 2007 Council meeting it was directed that the item be placed on the January 23, 2007 agenda for further consideration.

During the January 23, 2007 meeting, it was directed that the item be placed on this agenda to receive additional information as had been requested by Councilor Kekas.  Additional analysis which was prepared by the City’s Planning and Public Works Departments is in the agenda packet.  A brief presentation will be made at the meeting.

Planning Director Silver pointed out staff has been working to respond to questions asked by Council in the past week.  Utilizing a powerpoint presentation Mr. Silver explained who has been involved in this review including the Planning Department, Public Works, Downtown Raleigh Alliance, Kimley-Horn, NCSU, etc.  A lot of other people have weighed in and pointed out it has been a very eventful week and has again proved to him that Hillsborough is in the heart of many people.  Mr. Silver pointed out the charge to the group was not to replace the Partnership plan but develop a plan to serve as a compliment to past planning, strengthen the length to economic development, identify opportunity sites, involve institutional and property stakeholders, and identify complimentary actions necessary to spark revitalization in the area.  Their focus has been the community vision, safety, economic viability and sustainability, traffic mobility cost, cost effectiveness and future adaptability.  He stated the immediate recommendation is to proceed with a modified version of Option B-The Pullen/Oberlin Roundabout Option #3.  He talked about community goals as identified in the 1999 Charrette and the 2001 Feasibility Plan which calls for creating a “great street” and great public realm, enhance Hillsborough Street as a year around destination and reduce the frequency and severity of vehicular crashes.  He presented information on the safety benefits with the planned improvements pointing out there would be zero improvement in terms of pedestrian safety but there would be safety benefits in terms of vehicles.  Mr. Silver talked about the market support pointing out he had provided the Council with a three page market analysis.  He talked about the market support of the students, NCSU workers, residents, destination, shopping, immediate spending power, increasing capture rate, trade area, increasing trade area population and the need for parking.  He identified opportunity sites and talked about historic tax credits that could be available.  He talked about site visits, the creation of a business improvement district for maintenance and upkeep, and went through information on future consideration relating to pedestrian safety and comfort, touched on the proliferation of curb cuts, talked about the possibility of the next roundabout being at the Rosemary/Shepherd intersection and the future possibility of light rail/trolley connecting downtown through the Hillsborough Street Corridor.

Mr. Silver stated the group evaluated five options including Option A – Logan/Horne; Option B – Pullen/Oberlin; Option H1 – Three lane section without roundabouts and without median; Option H2 – Three lane section without roundabouts and with median; and, Option H3 – which is Option B roundabouts, three-lane section, at grade median, bump outs and a wider crosswalk.  He presented information on the various options and pointed out the group ruled out the option of having no roundabouts.  He talked about improved pedestrian safety with Option H3 which includes new high visibility crosswalks, striping, concrete driveway aprons.  He talked about the boundaries of the projects under the different options and pointed out the benefits of Option H3 is support of the community’s vision and property owner concerns, provide same level of safety, better insures economic viability and sustainability, provides an accessible level of traffic mobility, leverages public investment and lends itself to future adaptability.

In response to questioning from the Mayor, Planning Director Silver indicated in Option H3 there are two roundabouts.  The undergrounding of utilities on Hillsborough go to the Stanhope area.  The Mayor questioned how much of the $4 million dollar cost is for undergrounding utilities with Planning Director Silver pointing out that information was supplied in the November report to Council.  Mayor Meeker asked that the Council be provided information in terms of right-of-way acquisition, cost of roundabouts, street improvements heading west; that is, the best cost estimate of Option H3.  Mayor Meeker also questioned if the two lanes with median option is acceptable to NCDOT.  Planning Director Silver indicate more analysis is needed but they have not closed the door to that possibility.  The Mayor questioned if we could go back to NCDOT and see if H3 is an option they would approve.  Public Works Director Dawson pointed out we do need some more analysis from the consultant before contacting NCDOT for a final answer but the staff will do their best.  The Mayor pointed out a safety analysis was provided on December 5.  He questioned if we have a safety analysis for H3 compared to the December analysis.  He stated it would be helpful to have that.  Planning Director Silver pointed out one of the issues still being studied relates to the issue for the blind pointing out that has to be addressed.  Mayor Meeker asked that Kimley-Horn do a budget for Plan A the right-of-way, undergrounding of utilities, etc.. – Option H3 including under grounding to the Stanhope area, etc.

Mr. Stephenson referred to Table 3.2 pointing out he is trying to square that table with the slide that indicates no pedestrian improvements.  How that will be taken into consideration when estimating safety measures for H3 was spoken to by Planning Director Chapman.  Mr. Stephenson stated it looks as if Project B would have a better chance of being a catalyst for development but the Partnership felt Project A would be sooner.  Mr. Silver pointed out they looked at the market perspective and parking is the driving factor.  He talked about the Comprehensive Plan designation north of Hillsborough Street pointing out Project B provides a huge gateway opportunity with the Bell Tower, etc.  He talked about market areas, mixed use village, convenience shopping destination shopping, etc., with the Mayor talking about seeing both projects being built it’s just a matter of which would come first.  Mr. Silver talked about the parking with Option B and A.

Mr. Stephenson talked about economic development and expressed appreciation to the Chancellor for his vote of support as evidenced in today’s newspaper article.  He expressed appreciation to all of the people involved, touched on the idea of light rail and a trolley being on the right track and far thinking and how he looks forward to discussing those issues.

Ms. Kekas expressed appreciation to the staff for the information provided and questioned if the staff could prioritize what should be done first and referred to Option H3.  Planning Director Silver indicated he feels the first step would be to work on the BID and get that energy and expertise involved.  Once we get the cost see if we can do some streetscaping improvements including undergrounding the utilities but saving money for the roundabouts.  Ms. Kekas questioned if the estimates include under grounding of the utilities with Mr. Silver indicating it does but there is a series of alternatives.

Mr. West commended staff on the comprehensive analysis and approach.  He stated strategies are the key and he feels the Comprehensive Plan and the BID will drive the outcome.  He talked about implementation being important in making this successful, the Comprehensive Plan being the guideline and the general parameters for what is done and questioned if we are talking about what already exists in the plan that this will support or are we talking about amending the Comprehensive Plan.  Planning Director Silver pointed out there are four or five plans for this area.  They all deal with different strategies, etc.  This would be an opportunity to revisit and combine some of the plans.  He stated it would be good to have a plan that speaks to the districts and gives a level of predictability for the development community, businesses, citizens, etc.

Mr. Crowder expressed appreciation pointing out he feels this is an expansion of what the Hillsborough Street Partnership was already doing and he is glad it has come to light and focus.  He stated the Mayor has addressed some questions to staff and as he understands the Mayor has asked for matrix between Option A and H3, look at traffic improvement analysis, pedestrian and vehicle safety pointing out we need that information on Option H3 since there is a “scramble lane” being proposed down the middle of the street.  We need information on how much area or land acquisition we are talking about and referred to the area around North Hall.  How much land would be up for redevelopment, how much is needed for active streetscape, etc.  He talked about Oberlin Road being the focus or basis of the retail streetscape and asked if there are other opportunities that we have not seen.  He would like to see a careful analysis between Site 3 and the Bell Tower property.

Ms. Taliaferro expressed appreciation pointing out she is glad to see the information that staff has put together.  She feels it is a positive approach and facilitates marrying the traffic on Hillsborough Street and traffic calming.  She feels the crosswalks provide an opportunity to focus on pedestrian traffic and elimination of jaywalking and talked about the raised median.  She stated we are talking about a 25 percent design.  She stated Option B was based on a double roundabout and talked about the impact of that and questioned if there is a way to make a smaller roundabout as was talked about in Option A.  She expressed caution about a traffic circle and impact on adjacent property owners.  Planning Director Silver indicated it has been recognized that there may be some property owners that would be affected.  If the Council chooses this option the staff would work to see if impact could be minimized and see if there is any way of reducing the size.  He talked about people cutting across and the possibility of reducing the size of the roundabouts and looking at issues of walking straight across.  Mr. Crowder talked about Option B or H3 including two roundabouts and the signature piece on the western end of the street with Planning Director Silver talking about a roundabout at a later date but that is not under consideration at this point but something we would want to consider to pursue is a signature piece on the west end and referred to Shepherd and Rosemary.

Mayor Meeker suggested holding this item and if anyone has comments and/or questions to get them in by Friday of next week and directed that the item be placed on the City Council agenda in two weeks for further consideration.

Mr. Isley asked that a copy of Mr. Silver’s powerpoint be provided to City Council members.

PARKS BOND POSSIBILITY – REFERRED TO PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD; TO BE PLACED ON MARCH 20 AGENDA AS A SPECIAL ITEM
During the January 23, 2007 Council meeting, Mayor Meeker indicated during his State of The City address he had talked about the possibility of extending the greenway from Falls Lake to the Johnston County line.  He stated in addition there are other needs including active recreation in the northeast area, a senior center, a stadium, among others.  It was directed that the item be placed on this agenda to receive a report from Administration on items that should be included, timelines, etc., for a possible parks bond referendum.

Parks and Recreation Director Duncan gave a history of the adoption of the Parks element of the Comprehensive Plan.  He pointed out that element was adopted on May 4, 2004 and provides guidance for the implement of park acquisition and development projects.  It helps the City anticipate growth, direct the purchase of land, etc.  He pointed out the average annual capital needs are projected at $24.2 million (adjusted to FY09/10 dollars).  The annual capital cost is estimated to provide $5.2 million; therefore, the annual need is projected at $19 million.

Stephen Bentley of the Parks and Recreation Department explained Council members had received the following information in their agenda packet.  Utilizing a powerpoint presentation, Mr. Bentley highlighted the information.

2007 PARKS AND GREENWAY BOND REFERENDUM

Project Descriptions

Map ID

UNFUNDED 2003 BOND PROJECTS
$13,650,247

The previous City of Raleigh Parks and Recreation Bond was approved in October of 2003. Since its approval there have been several projects that were fully funded, yet there are still a number of projects that remain unfunded. As a result of the delay in funding for these projects, the costs for them have increased. Below is a list of the 2003 bond projects that have not received funding. 

Playground Improvements - Funds are proposed for the retrofit, renovation or replacement of older playgrounds that no longer meet current national guidelines.  $888,242
Building Improvements - These funds would extend the life and increase the use and safety of older facilities through the addition of climate control systems, electrical system upgrades, roof repairs and interior lighting improvements. $1,776,485
Outdoor Security Lighting - This project would improve the lighting quality along walkways, park entrances, building exteriors, and other lighted areas in many of the City’s parks. These enhancements would increase park safety while reducing the maintenance of exterior lighting systems. $239,825
2.
Satellite Maintenance Facility -The proposed project is to develop a maintenance service center to be located on the west side of Raleigh. This facility would supplement the eastside Marsh Creek Service Center, which has outgrown the original designed capacity for the building and grounds, and would improve park maintenance services and reduce travel time and costs in an expanding park system. $3,091,083
Neighborhood School Parks - Funds are proposed to explore joint use opportunities with other entities (i.e., schools) to provide neighborhood recreation in areas where availability of land for new neighborhood parks is in short supply. Projects might include the addition of outdoor or indoor recreation amenities at neighborhood sites. $1,065,891
1.
Crabtree Creek Extension to Neuse River – This portion of the Capital Area Greenway will connect the Neuse River to existing sections of the greenway system that run through to Umstead State Park, North Raleigh and eventually Falls Lake. $6,588,721
Note: The Neuse River Greenway segment from “Falls River to Capital Area Soccer League (CASL) Complex” was unfunded in the 2003 Bond. This cost has been moved to the section below that covers the Neuse River Greenway.

Note: The “Land Acquisition” portion of the 2003 bond that was not funded has been moved to the total “Land Acquisition” request for fall 2007

Note: All unfunded 2003 Bond projects have been adjusted for inflation to be bid and/or completed in FY 2009-2010.

GREENWAY DEVELOPMENT
$13,000,000

Funds are proposed for the acquisition and development of various greenway segments to extend and connect the Capital Area Greenway Master Plan. These segments are focused predominantly on the completion of and connections to the Neuse River Greenway:

Neuse River Greenway Completion (Falls Dam to Johnston County) – There is currently funding for the first 4.3 miles of the trail from Falls Lake Dam to Falls Fiver Avenue. The total cost to complete the remaining portion of the trail is $26,500,000. Staff has requested that $13,000,000 be funded to assist in the completion of this greenway.

(Please see the previous note pertaining to the 2003 Bond funding for the “Falls River to Capital Area Soccer League (CASL) Complex” segment of the Neuse River Greenway)

Funding from several external sources will be sought to assist in the completion of these projects. Examples of these sources may include but will not be limited to Wake County Government, North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources, Clean Water Management Trust Fund (CWMTF), Ecosystem Enhancement Program (EEP) and several potential Federal Government agencies.

The Neuse River Greenway contains a projected inflation for design completion in FY 2008-2009 and bid for construction in 2009-2010.

PARK LAND ACQUISITION
$30,000,000

This funding is intended for acquisition of various park sites in locations spread throughout the City. Search areas and estimated annual costs are identified in the Parks, Recreation and Greenway element of the City Comprehensive Plan. Neighborhood park sites are identified as a priority for Land Acquisition.

Note: The “Land Acquisition” portion of the 2003 Bond that was not funded ($2,000,000) has been moved to this “Park Land Acquisition” total.

EXISTING FACILITY CAPACITY INCREASES
$4,700,000

Several City of Raleigh Park and Recreation facilities have reached or surpassed the capacity at which they were designed to serve. Contributing factors include increased population densities and year-round schools. The funding for these projects will provide additional capacity to existing parks by expanding facilities.

4.
Barwell Road Park Development – Plan, design and complete the outdoor components and amenities associated with the new Community Center. This project was done in cooperation with Wake County School System and will help fulfill the need for more outdoor active recreation in rapidly growing southeast Raleigh. $1,700,000

5.
Carolina Pines Community Center Expansion – This funding will be used to expand the existing Community Center to provide additional programmable space. $500,000
6.
Pullen Park Carriageway Bridge – The funding for this project will be used to engineer and install a bridge crossing over the rail road corridor that currently transects the park. This crossing will connect the north and south halves of the park and bond currently disconnected park elements. $2,000,000
7.
Chavis Heights Carousel Building Adaptive Re-Use Project – A current project is 7 underway to provide a new facility for the Chavis Heights Carousel. This funding will be used to upgrade the old carousel building into a new programmable space. $500,000
NEW FACILITY CAPACITY
$36,302,500 

The funding for these projects will be utilized to add “new” capacity to the City of Raleigh Park and Recreation system by designing and constructing new facilities. The new facilities can be located at existing parks with incomplete master plans and at undeveloped sites through additional planning, design and construction.

Raleigh Senior Center - Funds are proposed for construction of a state-of-the-art, approximately 25,000 square-feet Senior Center that may include large and small multipurpose rooms, activity rooms, kitchen, fitness space and more. This cost is for a Center built on City owned property. This project and costs are based on the preliminary drafts of the Senior Center Feasibility Study. $7,740,000
8.
Annie Louise Wilkerson, MD Nature Preserve –This funding will be used for the design and construction of the Annie Louise Wilkerson M.D. Nature Preserve Park. $2,000,000
9.
Mordecai Historic Park Interpretive Center – The adopted Historic Mordecai Park Master Plan recommends a 5,500 square foot Visitor’s Center to be used for interpretive displays, offices and educational space. $1,562,500
10.
Randleigh Farm – The funding for this project is for Master Planning and first phase 10 development of the site. It will provide the basis for a partnership opportunity with several other agencies. $400,000
Aquatics Facility(s) – Staff has hired a consultant to conduct a comprehensive study of the Aquatics programs and facilities provided by the City. This funding will be used to assist in the implementation of the study results. $8,000,000
11
Northeast Raleigh Community Center – This project is an effort to provide more active recreational opportunities in northeast Raleigh. A community center that may include a double gymnasium and locker rooms, multipurpose rooms, meeting rooms, offices, and storage and restroom facilities. $9,000,000
Northeast Raleigh Active Recreation Partnership – The intent of this funding is to provide opportunities for partnerships for developing outdoor active recreation in northeast Raleigh. $2,000,000
12.
Lake Johnson Facility – A multi-use facility was adopted as part of the Master Plan for Lake Johnson Park. This facility will contribute more programmable space for southwest Raleigh. $2,600,000
Unsatisfied Neighborhood Park Search Areas – Staff has identified several neighborhood park search areas (as documented in the Comprehensive Plan) that can not be satisfied using traditional methods due to size and scope. Funds are proposed to satisfy the pursuit for land in these areas through partnerships and/or utilization of commercial facilities. $3,000,000
Note: All proposed 2007 Bond projects (besides the Neuse River Greenway) and the unfunded 2003 Bond projects have been adjusted for inflation to be bid for construction in FY 2009-2010.

TOTAL BOND FUNDING
$97,652,747
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DRAFT Bond Schedule

	Fiscal Year 
	
	2007/2008 
	
	2008/2009 
	
	2009/2010 
	2010/2011* 
	Annual Total for Projects 

	Playground Improvements 
	$ 
	888,242 
	
	
	
	
	
	$       888,242

	Building Improvements 
	$ 
	1,776,485 
	
	
	
	
	
	1,776,485

	Outdoor Security Lighting 
	$ 
	239,825 
	
	
	
	
	
	239,825 

	Neighborhood School Parks 
	$ 
	1,065,891 
	
	
	
	
	
	1,065,891

	Satellite Maintenance Facility 
	$ 
	3,091,083 
	
	
	
	
	
	3,091,083

	Crabtree Ck extension to Neuse River 
	
	
	$ 
	600,000 
	$ 
	5,988,721 
	
	6,588,721

	Land Acquisition 
	$ 
	8,000,000 
	$ 
	8,000,000 
	$ 
	8,000,000 
	6,000,000 
	$   30,000,000

	Neuse River Greenway 
	$ 
	4,500,000 
	$ 
	4,500,000 
	$ 
	4,000,000 
	
	13,000,000

	New Senior Center 
	$ 
	700,000 
	$ 
	7,040,000 
	
	
	
	7,740,000

	Northeast Raleigh Community Center 
	$ 
	850,000 
	$ 
	8,150,000 
	
	
	
	9,000,000

	Northeast Raleigh Active Recreation 
	$ 
	2,000,000 
	
	
	
	
	
	2,000,000

	AL Wilkerson 
	$ 
	150,000 
	$ 
	1,850,000 
	
	
	
	2,000,000

	Aquatics 
	
	
	$ 
	350,000 
	$ 
	4,050,000 
	4,080,000  
	$     8,480,000

	Unsatisfied Neighborhood Park Search Areas 
	
	
	$ 
	1,000,000 
	$ 
	1,000,000 
	1,000,000 
	$     3,000,000 

	Chavis Carousel Bldg Re-use 
	
	
	
	
	$ 
	500,000 
	
	500,000 

	Barwell Road Park Development 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1,904,000 
	$     1,904,000

	Carolina Pines Bldg Expansion 
	
	
	
	
	$ 
	500,000 
	
	500,000

	Randleigh Farm 
	$ 
	400,000 
	
	
	
	
	
	400,000

	Mordecai Visitor Center 
	
	
	$ 
	150,000 
	$ 
	1,412,500 
	
	1,562,500

	Lake Johnson Facility 
	
	
	$ 
	250,000 
	$ 
	2,350,000 
	
	2,600,000

	Pullen Bridge 
	
	
	
	
	$ 
	2,000,000 
	
	2,000,000

	TOTAL 
	$ 
	23,661,526 
	$ 
	31,890,000 
	$ 
	29,801,221 
	$12,984,000
	$ 98,336,747


The unfunded 2003 Bond projects are in "bold".
The costs for these projects were adjusted for inflation for the FY 2011-2012

Mayor Meeker asked about facility fees we have on hand or expect to receive this year and next and what amount of that has been allocated or if that is a potential funding source for park needs.  City Manager Allen pointed out the facility fees are typically put in the pay as you program.  He is not aware that we have any unallocated.  The funds are put in the CIP for pay as you go needs.  Mayor Meeker asked the City Manager to confirm that is the case.  He stated as far as the $13 million for the Neuse River greenway he would question if we have talked to the County about sharing in the cost.  Parks and Recreation Director Duncan indicated there has been discussion with the County staff, County Manager and reference has been made to the open space bond but that is nonspecific.  We would have to depend on our $13 million and the remainder from other sources.  City Manager Allen pointed out the County Manager is optimistic about a partnership.  He feels the County Commissioners would be interested in a partnership but it is far too early to comment on the percentage but the County Manager is enthusiastic about the opportunity and feels many of the County Commissioners would be also.  In other words there is no commitment but a certain level of optimism.  Mayor Meeker pointed out opening the greenway along the Neuse River is one of the most popular positive things that could be done referring to comments he has heard from the public.  He questioned what one cent of tax based on the new tax rate would provide.  City Manager Allen pointed out our current projections are $3.6 million for each penny and that would equate to a level of approximately $40 million in capital for the bond fund.  The Mayor asked that the Manager check with the County Assessor and get their estimate.

Ms. Taliaferro stated she would hope the City Council would agree to ask the Parks Board to take a look at this proposal pointing out the Parks, Recreational and Greenway Advisory Board is the City’s appointed experts.  She hopes we will ask them to review and provide comments.  She stated she is very pleased that we are being realistic in our numbers pointing out some time we haven’t planned as aggressively as we should.  She is pleased to see in the list in North Raleigh and talked about the City’s stance in acquiring property.  She stated she feels it is very important that we are proactive.  She wants to hear back from the Parks Board and the staff pointing out we may want to look at phasing in the bond program rather than thinking in two year periods that may be we should think longer term for the City.  If we do not want to think about putting a $97 million parks bond forward may be we could do one in 2007, 2008 and may be 2009.  She stated she does not see anything on the list that shouldn’t take priority as she feels all are things that we need and the citizens expect.

Mr. Crowder asked about the list of unfunded projects questioning if the other projects have been funded such as the Gardner Street, etc., with Mr. Duncan pointing out that is correct.  Ms. Kekas stated she feels it is a good and aggressive plan but questioned if we are looking ahead at the maintenance of these facilities and existing facilities.  Mr. Duncan pointed out we always do a fiscal impact on projects and work with the City Manager on bringing them forward with the opening of facilities.  City Manager Allen pointed out we look at managing projects and the fact that will require additional staff including project managers, inspectors, etc., as well as maintenance and operation of new facilities.  He stated staff hasn’t had time to refine that yet and would not normally do that until the Council decides which projects to move forward.  In response to questioning as to when the Council could get comments back from the Parks Board with Mr. Duncan pointing out hopefully they could have it on the Board’s agenda next week and be able to get something back to the Council by mid March.  In response to questioning from the Mayor, City Attorney McCormick indicated the City Council would need to make a decision by early May in order to move forward with a bond referendum this year.  Mayor Meeker suggested the item be referred to Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board and to place this item on the agenda for the second meeting in March.

Mr. Crowder stated he hopes the comments will include public hearing opportunities with Mayor Meeker suggesting that we get the information back in mid March and at that time decide whether to go to public hearing or how to proceed.

DOWNTOWN PARKING – TASK FORCE – NOMINATIONS TAKEN
Mayor Meeker pointed out during his State of the City address he talked about the need to take a fresh look at downtown parking needs during the day, evenings and on weekends.  He stated there had also been a suggestion to look at the possibility of having some type parking authority.  It was directed that the item be placed on this agenda for further consideration.  An update on the Parking RFP and suggestions for the Task Force was requested.

Council members received a memo in the agenda packet which indicated the Public Works and Planning staff have finalized a draft RFP for the Downtown Parking Study.  The study will cover the Downtown Overlay District and Pedestrian Business Overlay Districts of the City.  It is designed to provide a thorough analysis of the current and future demand for and utilization of on street and off-street parking; and evaluation of the current management of the City’s parking structures and on-street parking policies; and recommendations related not only to the potential need for new facilities, but strategies for how to maximize the utilization and benefit of existing facilities from a regulatory and parking management perspective.  A four phase structure is proposed:  startup, inventory, analysis of options and final recommendations and report.

To aid in this RFP process, Cathy Reeve, former Director of Transportation for Duke University has agreed to review this document and provide comments.  She has participated in studies of this nature in this past and this expertise would insure the study will review all relevant issues.  Depending on her input the RFP could be ready for release in the next 30 days.

Council also requested staff to submit a list of potential citizens that might serve on a Downtown Parking Task Force.  Staff sought input from Downtown Raleigh Alliance and the report included a number of names for consideration.

Brief discussion took place as to whether there is an agreement to have a task force to work with the consultant and the number for the task force.  Mayor Meeker moved that the Council approve a citizen task force to work with the consultant on these three issues and that the task force consist of 11 members.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder.

Mr. West asked about criteria for the membership with the Mayor pointing out he feels it should be people who live, work, shop or are involved in downtown.  They do not have to be downtown residents or project owners.  Mr. West stated the list includes some parking contractors and he would prefer the parking contractors be in front of the table rather than behind the table.  The floor was opened to nominations.  Ms. Taliaferro nominated Don Carter, Raleigh Development Corporation and Stephen Votino, downtown resident.  Mr. Crowder nominated Marty Clayton of Progress Energy, Andrew Stewart of Empire Properties and Aly Khalifa of DesignBox.

Ms. Taliaferro stated she would expect representatives of the Public Works Department, the Police Department and the Planning Departments would be involved with the task force but would not be members with it being agreed that would be the case.  This item will be placed on the next agenda for further nominations.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/TASK INCREMENT FINANCING – TO BE PLACED ON FEBRUARY 20, 2007 AGENDA
A workshop was held on January 23, 2007 to consider a policy relating to economic development/tax incremental financing.  Mayor Meeker presented a proposed draft and after discussion the Mayor indicated he would continue to work on his draft and it was directed that the item be placed on this agenda for further consideration.

Mayor Meeker presented the following proposal pointing out he had amended his last proposal along the lines suggested by the Council and went over the proposal.

I. REQUIREMENTS

A. Blighted sites in areas of the City where development or redevelopment is not occurring, nor is either likely to occur, within two (2) years.

B. Project cannot proceed without public funding for infrastructure.

C. Ten percent (10%) of any residential units must be affordable; mixed income levels should apply elsewhere.

D. Wake County agrees to participate.

E. Infrastructure is to be publicly owned and used for public purpose.

II. LIMITATIONS

A. Public subsidy cannot exceed 75% of taxes otherwise due on the incremental amount of development beyond that which otherwise might occur.

B. Subsidy cannot extend beyond twenty (20) years.

C. Minimum tax agreement to guarantee cash-flow to fund public subsidy is required.

D. Public funding to be repaid if agreed-upon development does not occur.

Mr. Isley pointed out he agrees that the major issue to be resolved is Item 1A.  He stated over the past few weeks he had studied this issue and recognized that he had been looking at this proposal in terms of one project-the Kane proposal-but he has come to realize that this has much more far reaching implications for the City.  He stated he realized he was thinking about tax incremental financing for that one project but again stated this is a much larger policy issue or decision for the City.  He stated during the last two weeks he had met with Chancellor Oblinger and David King of the TTA.  They talked about private development opportunities for Hillsborough Street and the TTA sites.  He has come to realize that tax incremental financing can be a positive tool that can be used by the City and he would encourage the City Council to expand their horizons a little and look at this as a bigger policy issue.  He stated as far as Item 1A is concerned it is hard for him to say anything could be developed or would not develop in the next two years.  His next concern relates to the word “blighted.”  What is a blighted site?  Mr. Isley pointed out he attended the Dix Visionaries meeting and in that meeting saw how other cities have utilized this tool.  It is staggering to see how other cities have utilized it.  He feels if we do not move forward and develop such a tool we are missing an opportunity as he feels we should have as many financial tools available as possible.  He pointed out when he attended the Dix Visionaries meeting they were provided a document showing how the tool has been or is being utilized in other cities.  He pointed out it is much more than just having a policy boundary line or a circle around an area it could be expanded to be utilized anywhere in the City.  He called on the Council to not limit its policies just because we might have an issue with a particular proposal.  He asked about the possibility of expanding Item 1A to include the definition included in the Statute.  He stated he realizes the Council is not seeing eye-to-eye on this proposal and he too does not want to open the floodgates for every developer.  He stated when he first started looking at this he was thinking about setting the bar fairly high so that it would not open the floodgates.  He stated, however, to limit the use of this tool to blighted sites he feels restricts the City’s ability to utilize this important tool.  Whether the tool is used for the Dix property, TTA, North Hills Development or what is another thing but called on the Council not to limit itself by not having this tool.

Mr. Crowder pointed out he too was at that meeting and it was an outstanding presentation.  He stated the one thing he kept hearing from the attorneys, architects, etc., is there has to be a clear public purpose.  Greed should not be a part of the equation.  He too talked about how the tool has been used in other cities and how we should be careful in addressing this issue.  He pointed out we have tools and mechanisms available to address these requests without having to use tax incremental financing.  He stated requests are already starting to come in.  He called on the Council to look at the Lee Act and the Chamber’s recommendations again stating we need to be very careful and cautious with this policy and when opportunities arise have a clear definitive course of action.

Mr. West talked about some sections of the City having a real gap in our economic strategy.  He told of a workshop he attended in Atlanta and discussions that took place relative to areas of cities with high poverty rates.  He talked about Mr. Isley’s points relative to having the ability to use this tool in various areas.  He talked about areas of the City that development will not go into and the importance of developing a tool to deal with some of the gaps we have.  He stated if we have tools that stimulate development in some of the low or undeveloped areas it will strengthen the whole City.  He referred to the proposed African-American Cultural Center and the possible location of that which probably would not necessarily be in a blighted area but the need for that project to move forward.  He talked about the need to focus on areas with gaps and areas of need.
Mayor Meeker pointed out he does not want to open this to every area and every site in the City and suggested changing 1A to read “Sites in areas of the City where development or redevelopment is not occurring.”  Mr. Crowder requested adding language to indicate public use with it being suggested that Item 1E be changed to read “Infrastructure is to be publicly owned and used for public purpose.”

Mr. Isley stated he feels it is still too restrictive and would not help groups such as the TTA or the Dix Visionaries.  He stated while he is not a fan of TTA they do make a valid point.  He stated with changes recommended by the Mayor the warehouse district would not qualify.  Mr. Isley questioned exactly what we are seeking are we just looking at business as usual or are we trying to get the extra development and extra tools available.  He just needs to know where we are heading and what we are trying to do.

Ms. Taliaferro expressed concern about property owners possibly letting their property get run down to the point that they will need public assistance to help them out.  She stated may be blighted areas need to take precedence but we also need to put some priority on sites to keep them from getting into disrepair or avoid further deterioration with Ms. Taliaferro suggesting that Item 1A be changed to read “Sites and areas of the City where development or redevelopment is not occurring or sites that need development to avoid further deterioration.”  Mayor Meeker pointed out that would allow every site in the City to be eligible and the Council would have to be making decisions on a case-by-case basis and that’s what he is trying to avoid.

Mr. Stephenson pointed out he had asked the City Manager and others to meet with the Dix financial people and they have heard the information.  He stated in addition the City Manager had some experience with this method of financing in other areas.  He heard the City Manager indicate that we have more advantageous financial tools at our disposal; therefore, he would question why we would continue to push for a tool that has fewer advantages.  He stated he hasn’t heard advocates for the tax incremental financing explain why we need that tool.  He stated he does not see why we would want to change the language to cover sites that are going downhill as he does not feel that is the City’s responsibility.  If we have marginal operations or operators may be they shouldn’t be in business.

Mr. Craven talked about this being an opportunity to provide funding mechanisms to elevate all parts of the City and generate substantial new tax revenues.  He stated he fears because of the City’s heavy handed desire to control growth we will exclude a tremendous set of opportunities and possibilities.  He also expressed concern about the language suggested by Ms. Taliaferro pointing out he has a hard time understanding what constitutes an “area.”  How far would you extend.  We have certain corridors that have great development going on and just down the road problem areas.  How do you define the areas?  Mayor Meeker pointed out if the Council moved in this direction we would ask staff to come back with a list of areas where we are not having development and redevelopment and the Council could decide what areas should be considered.  Mr. Craven referred to Old Garner Road pointing out that is a situation where you would have to draw very tight circles because it has areas of good redevelopment or development and then no development.  Dialogue followed between the Mayor and Mr. Craven as to how you would define “area.”

Mr. West talked about Southeast Raleigh lagging behind in economic development.  The fact that when you create economic development focus areas the need to provide opportunities to stimulate growth, the need for goods and services, the need to provide a level playing field, the work of the Raleigh Development Association, Old Towne project and reiterated comments he had made at past meetings relative to getting a developer to go in an area and start developing and be successful and other good things will come.  He talked about the area beyond the Beltline as well as inside the Beltline and the work needed again pointing out when you elevate one part of the City the whole City benefits.

Mr. Isley suggested the possibility of adding “blighted” back in and let that be the preferred areas but then add back in the other words in the Statue such as underdeveloped, etc.  In other words let the policy apply to blighted areas first and foremost but the other areas also be eligible.  The Mayor again expressed concern that if every site in the City is eligible then the Council would have to rule on a case-by-case basis and every developer in the City will request assistance.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out she shares the Mayor’s concern but this policy has more than Item 1A it is not a one line policy and not meant to be based on 1A.   She stated she likes the idea of looking at the Comprehensive Plan and identify areas where project development funds might be appropriate perhaps we could do an overlay district to show what areas are eligible.  She talked about the Charlotte program pointing out she thought they have a two pronged approach.  One has criteria such as being talked about and targets areas of the City where invite and actively seek development.  She called on the Council to focus on the entire policy not just Item 1A.

Mr. Crowder pointed out Mr. Stephenson brought up other tools we have available such as COPS and questioned why this policy is better than utilizing COPS.  He stated we also need to have a clear public purpose and pointed out he goes back to the question as to why we need a new policy as we are already have tools available.

Mr. Isley suggested holding the item and placing it on the February 20, 2007 meeting.  He called on the Mayor and other Council members to go out and meet with Greg Poole, look at his presentation, talk with the people, etc.  Mayor Meeker pointed out he had met with Mr. Poole six or eight times over the past few years.  He would be glad to meet again but what we are talking about here relates to an overall policy not a particular project.  Mr. Crowder stated there are other ways to finance the Dix proposal as he believes everyone would support bonds to buy the Dix property and we wouldn’t have to go down tax incremental financing road to do that.  Mayor Meeker stated the Dix property is owned by the State of North Carolina and until they decide what they want to do with the property nothing can be done.  He called on the Council not to be disrespectful of the property owner.  What constitutes public purpose and how that plays into this proposed policy was talked about.  Ms. Taliaferro stated an example of that would be the next extension of Fayetteville Street that is clearly not a blighted site or one with no development occurring; however, we might want to use this type financing for development in that area pointing out this type financing was originally put forth as a financing mechanism for Fayetteville Street.  Ms. Taliaferro asked the Manager to provide information as to how project development financing or TIF would affect our bond rating and compare that to how the utilization of COPS affects our bond rating.  City Manager Allen pointed out it has to do with the level of debt the City takes on and exposure to debt.  Tax incremental financing would have higher interest cost than COPS but either way there is debt to the City.  The Mayor encouraged the Council to come up with alternative ideas.  Various Council members weighed in with ideas they had presented and it was agreed to place this item on the February 20, 2007 agenda for further consideration.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

COMPREHENISVE ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT – RECEIVED – ADMINISTRATION DIRECTED TO IMPLEMENT TO THE EXTENT POSSIBLE; ALLOCATIONS TO RISK MANAGEMENT – AUTHORIZED
The Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) of the City has been completed for the year-ended June 30, 2006.  The CAFR is the City’s official annual report and is prepared by the Finance Department.  It has been audited by the certified public accounting firm of Cherry, Bekaert & Holland, L.L.P. and their unqualified opinion on the fair presentation of the financial statements is included within the CAFR.  The CAFR includes the auditors’ report on internal controls, which indicates that they found no matters that they considered to be material weaknesses.  As is customary, they also prepared a management letter that contains their observations on new accounting and auditing standards applicable to the City, and comments on financial control environment enhancements.  A response letter from the Chief Financial Officer was included.

It is appropriate for the City Council to accept the City’s Comprehensive Annual Financial Report and the auditors’ management letter and direct Administration to implement the management letter recommendations to the extent possible.  Perry James, Chief Financial Officer, will make a brief presentation.

Recommendation:  Accept the City’s Comprehensive Annual Financial Report and the auditors’ management letter and direct implementation of the recommendations by Administration to the extent possible.
Chief Information Officer Perry James and City Controller John House, utilizing a powerpoint presentation, acknowledged those involved in the preparation of the report explained the report and reviewed the highlights.  They went through information included in the report including formatting notes, overall financial commentary, key financial results, government wide activities and business type activities.  They went over the key financial results in the general fund and the public utilities fund.  They talked about the Risk Management deficit fund balance which grew in fiscal year 2006.

They went over the auditor’s management letter and debt information, investment and debt policies.  The summary comments were as follows:

· City is an excellent financial position – AAA/Aaa quality

· General Fund fund balance was maintained above our 14%

· Benchmark level at 14.73% producing $2.4 million in excess funds Public Utilities operating results were excellent, with a strong fund balance increase and maintenance of good debt coverage ratios

· Operating reserves are strong; capital reserves are moderate

· Debt placements continue to bring excellent rates

· General debt model, with additional 2 cents dedication, is sound in paying for all existing and authorized debt

· General points of “caution” regarding financial position:

· Financial program will eventually be impacted by the probable cycle on interest rates earned on investments and paid on debt

· Sales tax revenue will continue to be impacted by internet sales and is our most volatile major revenue

· Telecommunication legislation has unknown financial impacts

· General growth requirements represent financial challenges in funding expanding operating and capital needs within existing resources

· Public Utility capital program will require ongoing financial investment consistent with the model for meeting future debt

· General amounts of City and County debt create higher per capital debt levels than in past

Points of discussion related to the City’s efforts in trying to get the workmen’s comp claims under control and efforts the City is undertaking including transferring to Risk Management with the North Carolina League of Municipalities.  Mayor Meeker asked that the Council be supplied information on how many claims we have by department and the payouts with Mr. Crowder pointing out he too would like to see information on our efforts to reduce the claims and find out the number of claims per department.  Jeff McCauley talked about the number of older claims and pointed out the high claim areas.

Mayor Meeker questioned the impact of GASB 45.  Chief Financial Officer Perry talked about the liability, the required annual contributions, the work of a task force as it relates to the possibility of having the State Treasurer handle some of the investments on behalf of local governments and the difference in State and local government benefits for retirees 65 and older.  Also discussed was the auditor’s management’s letter comments relative to a fraud hotline with Mr. Crowder pointing out a fraud hotline seems to be one of the most economical things we could do.  Mr. House pointed out the cost relates to gearing up to respond to the concerns with Mr. James pointing out the hotline cost is not that large investment that could be done almost immediately but we would need to beef up our auditing section to address the concerns.

Ms. Taliaferro questioned why it took so long to get the report to the Council as it is usually received in November of the year.  She stated it is an excellent report but she is concerned that the Council received it so late pointing out if there had been changes that needed to be made we may be too deep into the fiscal year and it would be difficult.  Ms. Taliaferro stated she likes the idea of a fraud hotline recommendation and she feels we should move ahead with that as soon as possible rather then waiting for upcoming budget discussions.  

Mayor Meeker moved that the Council receive the information on the cost of a fraud line as soon as possible, accept the report and direct implementation of the recommendations by Administration to the extent possible.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

Mayor Meeker moved that the Council authorize allocation of the $2.4 million in excess funds to the Risk Management.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 162TF62.

LAKE WHEELER MOBILE HOME PARK – REQUEST FOR SEWER SERVICES – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
The City has received a request from the Lake Wheeler Mobile Home Park for sewer service.  A report was in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  The mobile home park is not eligible for sewer service under the City’s normal procedure for sewer service.  Staff is seeking direction from Council or it may be referred to Committee.
City Manager Allen explained the request pointing out the mobile home park has on-site sewer capacity.  They are having problems and have requested sewer service.  The challenge is it is outside the City of Raleigh and Garner’s ETJ.  He pointed out it is not a failed system just a distressed system.  They have some on-site alternatives but they are very expensive.  He stated the request does warrant the Council taking a look at it and pointed out even if the City of Raleigh agreed to extend sewer service we would have to get concurrence with our partners.  Without objection the item was referred to Public Works Committee.

CITY PLAZA SCEHMATIC DESIGNS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN
On October 17, 2006 the Council authorized Kimley-Horn and Associates, the Project for Public Spaces, Design Box and the Department of City Planning/Urban Design Center to conduct a design process for the City Plaza based on approved design parameters.  A series of design workshops were held involving downtown stakeholders and adjacent property owners.  The preferred design concept was selected and refined through presentations to the Parks Board, Planning, Appearance, Historic Districts, Arts and Convention Center Commissions.  A copy of the schematic design drawings, a 3D movie illustrating the design on compact disc, the preliminary budget, schedule and contract amendments are in the agenda packet.

Recommendations:  Approve the schematic design for City Plaza as proposed.
a.
Approve Contract Amendment #7 with Kimley-Horn and Associates to authorize the completion of full design development drawings, a refined budget and financing plan for the project.

b. Authorize the Arts Commission to undertake an effort to begin solicitation of artist participation in refining certain aspects of the plaza design.

c. Authorize the City Manager to jointly develop a revised easement agreement for the public use of the plaza area and an agreement for private construction of the retail pavilions within the plaza with the property owners, the Simpson Organization.

Dan Douglas, Urban Design Center, utilizing a powerpoint presentation, detailed the process and participation, the projected look of Fayetteville Street in 2009, context of the Plaza with new developments that are on-line or expected to come on-line, expanded ground level active uses, anticipated new opportunities, highlighted the accolades the City has received through the years and how this concept will continue to live up to those accolades, outlined four locations for potential art fountains, retail pavilions, raised terraces, covered terraces, light bollards, etc.  He presented character views both day and night from different vantage points including character sketches of the various fountains and pavilions.  He talked about the program elements including outdoor concerts, central focus areas, parade routes, seasonal markets, daily vendors, special events and art installations.  In response to questioning, he pointed out the art towers, pavilions and bollards are just concepts and are not included in the budget.  Ms. Kekas questioned how much control the City would have over those items if they are privately funded with it being pointed out negotiations are underway.  City Manager Allen pointed out the Simpson Group has said they would hire an architect bring them on board immediately to develop the concepts.  Points of discussion related to the location of the art installation with it being pointed out we are talking about running the infrastructure for lighting, water, etc.  The different configurations, the various programming events such as parades, market configuration, etc., was touched on.  It was pointed out this would be the first place in Raleigh that is surrounded by 20 story buildings.  Mr. Douglas pointed out all of the property owners have signed off on the model and another round of meetings will be held.

Planning Director Silver indicated part of the goal is to develop a two-level atmosphere that is two stories of retail or active use.  We want multilevel retail and the pavilions add that opportunity.  He stated in addition the Marriott has a second level false façade and there is discussions about punching out that false façade for additional retail opportunities.  Conversations with the developer of Site I are also being held.

Mr. Crowder pointed out he sees this moving in a different direction and it seems to becoming a very busy design because there is a little bit for everyone.  He sees this more as a programming concept and questioned if we will see more refinement with Mr. Douglas indicating the concept would be refined and referred to the pavilions, light towers, pavers, furniture, etc.  Dialogue followed on the fact that the pavilion/kiosk would be privately owned, run and created.  How much control the City would have over the design was discussed.  Ms. Taliaferro talked about private funding for fountains pointing out she would like to see us consider developing the placeholders for fountains rather than actual construction of those with the Mayor asking that cost alternatives for that be developed.  Mr. Crowder talked about the need to develop a world class plaza pointing out he sees a lot of room for refinement and talked about the timing and ability for other elements to be added.  He stated the canvas has to be flexible and not overwhelming.

A representative of Kimley-Horn went over the preliminary cost estimates and schedule as follows:

[image: image4.png]Preliminary Cost Estimate

Hard Cost Soft Cost  Total Cost
City Plaza $9,200,000 $1,360,000 $10,560,000
Fay. Street Phase II - South End  $3,590,000 $640,000 $4,230,000
Lenoir/South 2-way Conversion $1,160,000 $410,000 $1,570,000
Cab./RCC Pedestrian Connector $710,000 $120,000 $830,000
Cab./Wil. Pedestrian Connector $720,000 $190,000 $910,000
Sub-Total Estimated Costs $15,380,000 $2,720,000 $18,100,000
Pre-Design Contingency (5%) $660,000 $660,000
Escalation Contingency (5%) $660,000 $660,000
Construction Contingency (3%) $500,000 $500,000
Owner Reserve $50,000 $1,360,000 $1,410,000
Sub-Total Contingency $1,870,000 $1,360,000  $3,230,000
TOTAL ESTIMATED COSTS $17,250,000 $4,080,000 $21,330,000
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He indicated the fountain costs includes infrastructure for the fountains not the fountains.  It includes the infrastructure for the service for kiosk, etc.  He talked about the more refined budget and the fact that we have to stick to the schedule to have all of this in place at the same time the hotel opens.  Ms. Taliaferro questioned the source of funds.  City Manager Allen pointed out we will have a more refined project, source of funds, etc., later.  He stated there will have to be a COP issue to cover the cost of the plaza and the parking deck.  He stated if the Council approves moving ahead with the actions recommended today Administration will come back with additions, deletions, overall cost, new money that’s needed, etc.

Mr. Crowder asked for a clear understanding as to how the City would interact in the kiosk process with the representative of Kimley-Horn pointing out they are already meeting with the TSO ownership.  They will be moving forward with an architect on that design and those designs will be presented to the Council.  Ms. Taliaferro questioned if the kiosks will have to go through the site plan approval with the City Manager indicating they would and if the developer falls out of the process the staff would not recommend following through with the design and the City funding the kiosk.  The City is just recommending that it provide the opportunity for the kiosks.  Ms. Taliaferro stated as she understands Recommendation C we are just looking at design that it doesn’t necessarily mean that the Council would go forward with that and the Council would not fund the processes with it being pointed out by City Manager Allen that is correct.

Mayor Meeker stated he would have to be excused from participation in Recommendation D.

Mr. Crowder moved approval of Recommendations A, B and C.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro.  Mr. Isley questioned if anyone is concerned that the Council is putting the cart before the horse.  We do not know the cost.  We do not know that $21,330 is a good cost.  He is concerned about overruns.  He has a whole lot of questions.  He is not sure what we are paying Kimley-Horn to do and would like a better understanding of what is meant by Item A and B.  We need better cost estimates.  City Manager Allen pointed out this is the best estimates that can be given for the project until we move forward with A, B and C.  Mr. Isley stated we haven’t had very good luck in the past in developing cost estimates with the Mayor pointing out this action would just be approving the study not the funding.

The City Manager pointed out the construction market has changed dramatically but he doesn’t see it changing as it did earlier.  He stated this is the most defined budget we can get at this point.  Given the schedule we need to move forward to meet our commitment to have the street open when the hotel and convention center opens.  Mr. Crowder stated he hopes the programming concept will be simplified and more defined.  We may find things that need to be eliminated and he feels we need to go through this exercise.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out one of the things that is driving up the cost is we are building over a parking deck.  We have given up our property rights.  We are basically building a bridge over a deck.  She stated developing this block of the street will be expensive.  We are paying $10 million more to build a bridge over the parking deck.  She shares the concerns about the price tag.  She expressed concern over the fact that it seems if we need something for the outer areas of the City there is no money available but if it is something for downtown we always find the money.  Mr. Craven shared the same frustration and pointed out he doesn’t see us moving ahead at this point.  We just keep telling the taxpayers we are raising their taxes and come on downtown if they want something done and we will find a way to do it.  The motion to approve Recommendations A, B and C were put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Isley and Mr. Craven who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-2 vote.

Ms. Taliaferro moved that the Mayor be excused from participation in Item D.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. West and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor left the table.

Mr. Crowder moved approval of “D” with Ms. Taliaferro suggesting that Item D be amended to include the City Attorney with Mr. Crowder agreeing to that amendment.  The motion as amended was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Craven and Mr. Isley who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION 

OF THE RALEIGH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

RALEIGH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE – OCTOBER THROUGH DECEMBER 2006 REPORT – RECEIVED
Council members received in their agenda packet a report from the Raleigh Chamber of Commerce outlining the City’s marketing and economic development program efforts October through December 2006.  There were no questions; therefore, the report was received without comment.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF

THE BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

COMMUNITY SERVICES – WE ARE NEIGHBORS PROGRAM – INITIATIVE APPROVED
Mayor Meeker reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends a new collaborative initiative in the Robinwood/Peach Road neighborhoods, Dacian Road/Apollo Heights neighborhoods and Berkshire Downs neighborhood to improve neighborhood quality.  Additional information on this initiative was in the agenda packet.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West.  Ms. Taliaferro expressed appreciation to the Committee for including a North Raleigh community.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – PILOT REHAB PROGRAM ASSESSMENT – APPROVED WITH MODIFICIATIONS
Council members received information on the Pilot Rehab Program Assessment in their agenda packet.  The Committee recommends approval of the modified program recommendation including loan amounts, loan to value, maintaining the budget at $1 million with the additional funding to come from bond funds.  The additional staff person needed will be considered in budget deliberations.  On behalf of the Committee,  Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF

THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE
COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Chairman Crowder reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee discussed a rezoning case and a motion was made; however, it ended in a 2-2 vote.  Comments followed as to whether the item should have been reported out with it being pointed out by the City Attorney that the Comprehensive Planning Committee has four members and two members constitute a quorum but it takes a majority to report an item out of Committee unless the Committee directs that the item be placed on the agenda with no recommendation.  A Committee member at the Council table could request that an item be withdrawn from the Committee.  No action was taken.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF

THE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mr. Isley pointed out the Law and Public Safety Committee met just prior to the Council meeting and discussed the downtown public spaces – standards for private use.  The City Attorney will make some modifications on the standards and hopefully the item can be reported out at the next meeting.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF

THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

TRAFFIC – PARKING/LOADAING ZONES AT 105 SOUTH WILMINGTON STREET – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
Chairperson Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends upholding staff’s recommendation to convert the Commercial Loading Zone located in front of 105 South Wilmington Street to a Materials Loading Zone.  On behalf of the Committee, Ms. Taliaferro moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Craven and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The agenda outlined the Code change.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 163.

SEWER ASSESSMENT ROLL 1306 AND WATER ASSESSMENT ROLL 1307 – JOHNSDALE/LITCHFORD ANNEXATION AREAS – RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED; AGREEMENT TO BE DRAFTED
Chairperson Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends adoption of resolutions confirming the charges in Sewer Assessment Roll 1306 as outlined in Resolution No. (2006) 65 adopted on November 7, 2006; and Water Assessment Roll 1307 as outlined in Resolution No. (2006) 66 adopted on November 7, 2006 as amended.

The Committee further recommends the City Attorney’s office draw up an agreement with the owners of 6215 Litchford Road whereby payment of the assessments against said property are deferred until such time as the use of the property changes or the property is sold.  Said agreement is to be recorded with the Wake County Register of Deeds office and made part of conditions of the deed.
Ms. Taliaferro pointed out use of property includes subdivision for anything of that nature.  On behalf of the Committee, Ms. Taliaferro moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolutions 165 and 166.

REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS
BROUGHTON BOY’S SOCCEER TEAM – TO BE HONORED

Mr. Craven pointed out the Broughton High School boys soccer team won the State 4A Championship this past year.  He questioned if they could be invited to a Council meeting and honored.  The item was referred to Administration to develop the appropriate honor.

DIX VISIONARIES – DIRECTION GIVEN TO ADMINISTRATION
Mr. Craven pointed out when the Urban Land Institute made their recommendation concerning the Dorothea Dix property the City Council asked Administration to flesh out their performa.  They talked about the Dix Visionaries plan to develop an economic model pointing out he feels it would be beneficial to them and to the City if representatives of the Dix Visionaries could spend some time with Administration and talk about their assumptions, etc.  He suggested the possibility of Administration spending some time with the Dix Visionary consultants as they prepare their economic model.  City Manager Allen pointed out staff has spent some time with the consultants and would be glad to make themselves available as needed.

FALLS LAKE – REAL TIME MONITORING SYSTEMS – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
Ms. Taliaferro pointed out she had met with Dr. Joann Burkholder of NCSU.  She told of Dr. Burkholder’s work and the suggestion that the City take a look at real time monitoring stations for Falls Lake.  Without objection the item was referred to Public Works Committee.

ARTS FUNDING – REQUEST FOR INCREASE – INFORMATION REQUESTED
Ms. Taliaferro pointed out Council had received a request from the Arts Commission indicating they are interest in looking at increase the per capita funding for arts programs.  She stated we are growing and the demand for public art is increasing dramatically and she would like for the Council to consider expanding the per capita funding from $3.50 to $5.00.  She asked the City Manager to look at phasing this in over a three year period and provide information as to how that would look.  She stated may be it could be looked at in budget time or the Council could direct the City Manager to include a $.50 increase for the next three years.  Mayor Meeker suggested getting the information that is how it would impact the budget and decide at that point as to how and whether to proceed.

BURNING COAL THEATER – REQUEST FOR FUNDING – REFERRED TO BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMMITTEE
Mayor Meeker pointed out he had received a request from Burning Coal Theater relative to a funding issue with renovation of the auditorium at the Murphy School.  He pointed out we are talking about a one time expenditure of up to $180,000 and asked that the issue be referred to Budget and Economic Development Committee.  After brief discussion the item was referred to Budget and Economic Development Committee.

CABLEVISION DEREGULATION – AUDIT – INFORMATON REQUESTED
Mayor Meeker pointed out Council members received information on the deregulation of cablevision and talked about the need for an audit or an update on the audit activities.  City Attorney McCormick indicated an audit was conducted about a year ago and Mike Williams, City Cable Administrator, is trying to tie up all of the accounting, update the audit and reconcile everything before the deregulation activities go into place.  Mr. Crowder pointed out as he remembers there was a shortfall and he would love to have all of that reconciled before the State takes over.  City Manager Allen pointed out he does feel there is value in getting an updated audit.

COUNCILMAN WEST - EXCUSED FROM EVENING MEETING
Mr. West asked to be excused from the evening portion of the Council meeting.  Without objection it was agreed to excuse Mr. West.

Mr. West pointed out he understands Bruce Lightner is bringing forth a request concerning an extension of time to do repairs for a house on Lenoir Street.  He stated he hopes the Council will look at that request with favor.

FENCING MATERIAL – CITY ATTORNEY DIRECTED TO DRAFT ORDINANCE
Mr. Crowder indicated some time back he talked with the City Attorney relative to proper material used for fencing.  He suggested that the City Attorney be directed to draft an ordinance that addresses the use of materials for fencing and bring it to the Council for consideration and hopefully we can get something to the March public hearing.  The item was referred to the City Attorney.

TRAFFIC – PEDESTRIAN CROSSING RIDGE ROAD AREA – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
Ms. Kekas indicated she had been contacted relative to some requests made to the City about safety on Ridge Road such as requesting striping and signage for pedestrian crossings.  She stated the Public Works department has responded but the requesting parties would like to discuss it further.  Without discussion the item was referred to Public Works Committee.

STORMWATER CONCERNS – 2208 LIONEL LANE – REFERRED TO ADMINISTSRATION
Mr. Isley pointed out he had received several emails from Christina Powell, 2208 Lionel Lane, relative to stormwater draining onto her property.  He stated evidently there has been some misunderstanding pointing out he understands Ben Brown has been working with her and he would like for staff to contact her again to see if the problems can be resolved.  Without discussion the item was referred to Administration.

APPOINTMENTS

APPOINTMENTS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN
The City Clerk read the results of the ballot vote:

Convention Center Commission - One Vacancy - Gwinn Moss has been nominated.  Mr. Craven nominated Doyle Parrish.  During the evening portion of the meeting, Mayor Meeker nominated Sonny Mountcastle.

Fair Housing Hearing Board - One Vacancy – Ms. Taliaferro nominated Thomas Grisell.

Housing Appeals Board - One Vacancy - Isabela Worthy Mattox – 8 (All Council members).

Human Relations Commission - One Vacancy - Wiley Davis – 8 (All Council members)

Raleigh Transit Authority - Two Vacancies - Alternate Members - Charles Malone – 7 (All but Taliaferro).

Later in the meeting Mayor Meeker and Ms. Taliaferro nominated Tracy Duffy for the remaining vacancy.

Stormwater Management Advisory Commission - One Vacancy – Ms. Taliaferro nominated Jonathan Henderson.

Substance Abuse Advisory Commission - One Vacancy - David Turpin  - 8 (All Council members).

The Mayor announced the appointment of Thomas Grisell to the Fair Housing Hearing Board, the reappointment of Isabela Worthy Mattox to the Housing Appeals Board, Wiley Davis to the Human Relations Commission and David Turpin to the Substance Abuse Advisory Commission.  Charles Malone was appointed as one of alternate members on the Transit Authority with the remaining vacancy and the rest of the items to be placed on the next agenda.

NOMINATIONS
FIREMEN’S RELIEF FUND – BOARD OF TRUSTEES – NOMINATIONS MADE
One of the City’s appointees, Hubert Y. Altman, recently passed away.  The Fire Chief recommends retired Captain Dennis Hughes to replace Mr. Altman as the City’s representative on the Board.  Mayor Meeker nominated Mr. Hughes.  The item will be carried over to the next meeting.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

STREET CLOSING – FIRWOOD DRIVE – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED
City Attorney McCormick indicated several years back there was a request relative to a “strip  area” between the Cotton Mill Condominiums and the adjacent shopping center.  The request was to close the street.  At that point after research the City determined it was not public right-of-way and adopted a resolution to that extent.  Since that time there has been a court case which determined it is a public street.  He stated as he understands everyone would like the street closed; therefore, he would recommend that the Council adopt a resolution of intent to consider closing the street known as Firwood Avenue.  Mayor Meeker moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro.  Mr. West stated he had been contacted by a representative of the Cotton Mill relative to their concerns about the court decision.  City Attorney McCormick pointed out the City cannot do anything to help in that situation.  The Court decision would have to appealed through the courts.  He stated what we are talking about here is a standard street closing in which all property owners would be notified and would be given an opportunity to be heard.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 167.

ENCROACHMENT – FIRST FRIDAY – APPROVED
City Attorney McCormick pointed out the Downtown Raleigh Association has interest in starting a new program to promote First Friday Arts Walk.  He pointed out they would like permission to fly on flags that hang over the sidewalk pointing out they would be about 2 feet by 3 feet and they would hang no more then 50 in the downtown area.  The flags would go up 24 hours prior to the first Friday event and come down the next day.  City Attorney McCormick suggested that the Council allow the Inspections Department to issue permits under those conditions.  Ms. Taliaferro moved approval.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK

MINUTES – JANUARY 23, 2007 – APPROVED AS PRESENTED
Ms. Taliaferro moved approval of the January 23, 2007 Council meeting minutes as presented.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

RECESS:
There being no further business, Mayor Meeker announced the meeting recessed at 4:55 p.m. to be reconvened at 7:00 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk

02607/dm

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular reconvened meeting on Tuesday, February 6, 2007 in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch, Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina.  All Council members were present with the exception of Mr. West who was excused during the afternoon session.  The Mayor called the meeting to order and the following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

PROP ORDINANCE AND ABANDONED GROCERY CARTS – CONCERNS – REFERRED TO LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
The Council continued its discussion relative to adding criminal elements to the PROP ordinance and concerns relative to abandoned grocery carts.  The items were referred to Law and Public Safety Committee (See afternoon section for complete discussion).

CONVENTION CENTER COMMISSION – NOMINATION MADE
Mayor Meeker pointed out there is a vacancy on the Convention Center Commission and he had a nomination which he failed to make at the appropriate time; therefore, he would nominate Sony Mountcastle to the Convention Center Commission.

BOY SCOUT TROOP – WELCOMED
Mayor Meeker recognized a Boy Scout Troop asking them to stand.  He pointed out the scouts are working on a merit badge and welcomed them to the meeting.

REQUESTS AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS
RALEIGH HOUSING AUTHORITY – CONCERN – RECEIVED
Janice F. Sanders, 407 Montague Lane, expressed concern about conditions in Raleigh Housing Authority projects referring to mold and carbon monoxide poisoning, leaks, etc.  She told of her medical conditions which she alleged is the result of living in Raleigh Housing Authority properties.  She told of many people being infected and talked about conditions in Housing Authority property, incidents which occurred at Walnut Terrace and Heritage Park.  She told of efforts she had undertaken to contact officials of Raleigh Housing Authority and HUD, the responses she got, how she had been banned from Housing Authority property and outlined the many concerns she has.

Mayor Meeker pointed out Council members had received a letter from the Director of the Raleigh Housing Authority pointing out the have investigated 25 to 30 complaints issued by Ms. Saunders.  City Attorney McCormick pointed out the Raleigh Housing Authority has their own Board of Directors and if Ms. Sanders cannot get her concerns addressed by the Executive Director of the Housing Authority she should contact the Housing Authority Board of Directors.  It was pointed out the City has no control over the Housing Authority with Ms. Saunders pointing out the City could cut off their funding.  No further action was taken.

RALEIGH HOUSING AUTHORITY – CONDITIONS – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Bruce McNeil pointed out his concerns are very similar to those voiced by Janice Sanders the previous speaker.  He stated he has had similar problems and he and other people are the victims of the Raleigh Housing Authority.  He stated he understands the Housing Authority Board of Directors are appointed by the Mayor and read from the City Code and Housing Authority rules and regulations.  He told of problems at Glenwood Towers, concerns about people being sick and dying, court cases he has been involved in, the disposition of those, complaints he has made to the City’s Housing Code Inspectors and Fire department.  He alleged that the reports the City gives are false and should be investigated because in his opinion people are dying from abuse.  He stated conditions are unsanitary, there are public nuisances, mold, the Housing Authority doesn’t clean the units when someone moves in and out and described many conditions he has seen.

Inspections Director Strickland pointed out his department had been called to Mr. McNeil’s apartment twice.  On one call the Inspector found that the water heater in the unit above him was being replaced because of a leak.  Mr. McNeil asked the Inspector to look around the house to see if they saw anything wrong and the Inspector did not see any minimum housing code violations.  Mr. McNeil contended he received reports from the Raleigh Housing Authority saying there are problems.  The Inspector didn’t even have a flashlight and did not know where to look.  He feels the Inspection’s Department representatives are filing false reports.  In response to questions, City Attorney McCormick indicated the only other recourse would be to file a complaint with the Department of Insurance.  Mr. McNeil contended the City should have responsibility and should be able to require the Housing Authority to do something.

US MAYORS’ CLIMATE PROTECTION AGREEMENT – REQUEST FOR THE CITY TO JOIN – REFERRED TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ADVISORY BOARD

Marvin Woll, 1116 Vannstone Drive, indicated he had provided information relative to the US Mayors’ Climate Protection Agreement as well as the number of mayors, cities and people who are participating in the program.  He stated he feels there are a number of reasons for the City of Raleigh to join the program including finding ways to reduce global warming.  He stated it is important for the City Council to show a leadership role pointing out while we know it is not an immediate problem it is a problem for future generations.  We need to do all we can to save our world for our children and grandchildren and encouraged the City of Raleigh to join the agreement.

Mayor Meeker pointed out he had been keeping an eye on this issue but has been hesitant to do anything alone as the City Council would have to sign off on any action.  He talked about the formation of the Environmental Advisory Board and the charge given to them.  Mr. Woll expressed appreciation to the Mayor and Council for its efforts that have been undertaken pointing out he just feels it would be important for the Council to say something to the citizens of Raleigh.  Mayor Meeker stated he wants the City to do something not just say something.  Mr. Crowder stated he saw no problem with participating.  Ms. Taliaferro suggested asking the Environmental Quality Advisory Board to take a look at the agreement and give a recommendation with Mayor Meeker putting that into the form of a motion.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote (West absent and excused).

MINIMUM HOUSING CODE – CIVIL PENALTIES – REQUEST FOR WAIVER – REFERRED TO THE CITY ATTORNEY
Virginia Johnson, 5997 Knight Road, Clover, South Carolina was at the meeting representing her brother who lives at 2356 Stephens Road.  Ms. Johnson presented the following prepared statement:

My brother has lived at 2356 Stevens Road for over 30 years.  He purchased the house from our parents when they moved to Clover, SC.

When I first heard of the city’s intent several years ago, to declare his house unfit I worked through his church and our family to repair much damage.  When hurricane Fran swept through your city, severe damage was done to his roof and much of the outside of the house, causing damage to the inside, as well.

My sister, my husband and I made numerous trips to Raleigh to assist in making the repairs we were aware of.  It was difficult for all of us since we live about 4 hours away.  We had the roof reshingled, rotted wood replaced, and repaired or cleaned everything that was on the list.  In June 2003 I was told the Inspections Department confirmed that the Minimum Housing violations had all been resolved.

Jerry is disabled with severe arthritis.  In October 2000 his doctor told him his hip was totally degenerated due to avascular necrosis.  His annual income at the time was a little over $4,000 from some stocks he inherited.

In preparing this letter, I found a letter dated April 24, 2000, listing violations that needed to be corrected back then.  Under the heading ELECTRICAL it stated, “Meets minimum housing electrical requirements.” Since no electrical work had been performed on the house since the fuse box was replaced with a breaker box when our parents were living there, it seemed reasonable that the wiring that passed inspection at the time it was done, be acceptable now.  However, under threat of eviction, in January 1 arranged for an electrician to inspect and make minor changes to the electrical wiring.

It appears my brother’s house is targeted for inspection periodically.  I have made every effort to assist him with the work necessary to keep his house in compliance with minimum Raleigh city codes.  It has been difficult over the years with my working and the distance and with family tragedies, including the murder of my husband’s brother in 2005.  Since that time, we have been unable to make the trip very often to help.  We are still dealing with the estate and family differences in that matter.

Since 2004, Jerry has had a small amount of monthly income from 2 very small IRA’s and social security.  In 2004 he broke his leg and still has large medical bills.  Jerry has lived in Raleigh over 40 years and really likes this city.  I respectfully request that you waive the existing civil fine.  He questions its validity and certainly does not have the financial ability to pay such a large amount.

Inspections Director Larry Strickland pointed out in May of 2005 the City Council adopted an ordinance finding the dwelling unfit due to numerous problems.  Penalties of $250 per day were started.  The case was referred to the City Attorney and the City Attorney and the Inspections Department tried to work with Mr. Pritchard.  It wasn’t until the case went to court that Mr. Pritchard was removed from the home; however, the housing now meets Code requirements.

City Attorney McCormick pointed out the City filed a suit and there is a judgment in this case.  Mayor Meeker questioned if there are actual expenses plus the judgment and what we have done in cases like this before.  City Attorney McCormick pointed out we have never had a case like this before.  Discussion followed with the City Attorney indicating what he is understanding is that the City Council would like for his office to try to recover the actual cost to the City.  Ms. Taliaferro moved approval for the City Attorney to work with the property owner to try to recoup only the actual cost to the City.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

CLAIM – DAMAGE AT 4100 GLEN ERIN WAY – OWNERS TO FILE CLAIM
Mike and Aimee Warner, 4100 Glen Erin Way, utilizing a powerpoint presentation, pointed out the home at 4100 Glen Erin Way was constructed in 2000.  They have owned the home since October 2003.  They presented photos, topos, etc., explaining the lot is divided into two levels.  The City has a 20’ wide easement on the lower level and showed photographs of the hillside before and after alleged disturbance.  They pointed out the City’s maintenance crews repeatedly used the easement for access to make necessary repairs to adjoining lots, etc.  In May of 2006 when the City was working the equipment began sinking into a marshy area of the easement and the City’s maintenance crew turned the equipment around by backing the equipment up the hill outside the easement.  They pointed out the damage which they alleged was caused including damage to a cleanout valve, toe of the hill and explained how they felt the damage was caused by the City’s maintenance crews.  They stated they had requested the City to fix the damages to no avail.  They stated they were before the Council to request the City to repair the sewer cleanout valve, the slope failure, stabilize the slope of the hillside to halt further erosion and damage.

City Manager Allen pointed out the City hired an independent consultant and after reviewing that report the City does not feel that it caused damage to the toe of the hillside.  He stated City officials had told the Warner’s if they disagree they should file a claim.  It was pointed out by the Warner’s that they had a letter from Dewberry Davis saying there was no conclusive evidence as to who caused the problem.  City Manager Allen suggested that the Warner’s file an insurance claim.  It was agreed to follow that course of action.

LATTA HOUSE – REQUEST FOR PARTNERSHIP – REFERRED TO BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Bill Shepherd, 1004 Parker Street, Latta House Foundation, told of the history of the Latta House and the Foundation’s efforts to save and restore the Latta House.  He told of the property owner’s cooperation in the forming the Foundation.  They worked to try to renovate the Latta House.  He stated through the years the owner had encouraged him to go out and raise support and gave a brief history of Mr. Latta.  He pointed out recently the Latta House burned but they still want to continue to preserve the area.  He pointed out the school was a part of a 200-acre farm and again went through the history of the house.  He stated he is before the Council to ask the City to help in this effort.  He read a statement from the State Archeological Department explaining the original farm and the fact that the area may be eligible for inclusion in the National Registry.  He called on the Council not to miss the opportunity to help save the area.  Approximately 20 people stood in support of Mr. Shepherd’s remarks.

Mr. Shepherd went on to explain a grant from the City and explained how the City had preserved other places such as the Mordecai House and the feeling that the black community would like the same importance given to the Latta House.  He told how the City had utilized the Latta House as has other groups in the area.

Mr. Crowder suggested the item be referred to Budget and Economic Development Committee and talked about the City’s involvement in the archeological study at the Joel Lane House.

Mr. Isley questioned what the owner of the house wants to do with the property.  He questioned what right the City has to do anything without the consent of the owner.  Mr. Shepherd stated the community should be involved in the cooperative efforts.  The City is already involved as it has given grants and again talked about the need for the house and the area to be a symbol to be preserved.  He talked about the work the Foundation has done over the past 10 years, work he had done with the owner and the need to understand what the owner wants to do at this point.  He stated he was the owner’s agent and talked about his desires and hopes for the area.

After discussion it was agreed to refer the item to Budget and Economic Development Committee and invite the property owner in to give information on her hopes and desires and plans for the property.  It was also agreed that Mr. Shepherd and others in support of preservation of the area would be invited to the meeting.

ISLAMIC CENTER PARKING CONCERNS – RECEIVED – TO BE PLACED ON FEBRUARY 20, 2007 AGENDA AS A SPECIAL ITEM
Rev. Renée Bethea, Method Civic League, presented the following prepared statement.

Mayor Meeker, members of the City Council and other City officials: Good evening! My name is Rev.  Renee Bethea.  I am a life-long resident of the Historic Method Community and the President of the Method Civic League.

During the fourteen hearings and numerous meetings on SP-37-01 Islamic Center Expansion Plan, the problem with the parking consumed 99.999% of the discussions and not the Expansion Plan itself.  The parking issue should have been resolved by the City Council in 2000 but it was not.  The parking and the Expansion Plan should have been thoroughly studied by the Planning Commission in 2003 before SP-37-O1 was sent to the City Council but it was not.  The Comprehensive Planning Committee should have analyzed the Expansion Plan, in its entirety, before making a recommendation for approval to the City Council, but they did not.  Because it had the power to approve or deny, the City Council should have meticulously examined the Expansion Plan before rubber stamping the Comprehensive Planning Committee’s recommendation, but they did not.

For the benefit of the Council members that may not be familiar with SP-37-0l Islamic Center Expansion Plan, allow me to give background on a very complex case.

On April 11, 1983, the North American Islamic Trust, Incorporated received approval from the Board of Adjustment for a Special Use Permit to construct a private/parochial school at 3020 Ligon Street, which was built in 1985.  In 1989, the school building underwent a structural change and the second floor began to be used as a mosque.  The number of vehicles on Ligon Street, which is located on the outer perimeter of the Method Community, began to increase on Fridays.  In 1999, another building was constructed at 808 Atwater Street.  After this building was completed, it became the mosque for Friday prayers and during Ramadan.  At this point, the traffic moved inside the community and significantly increased.  On November 21, 2000, 1 brought this problem to the attention of the City Council.  I detailed for the Council how the volume of vehicles and haphazardly parked vehicles created a dangerous situation for both motorists and pedestrians.  Unfortunately, the situation was taken lightly and no real thought was given as to how to resolve this problem.  In 2002, the Community quite naturally was alarmed to learn of the Islamic Center’s petition to expand its Atwater Street facility.  This Expansion Plan called for an additional 37,721 square foot building to be attached to an already existing 23,420 square foot gymnasium and mosque.  According to the Planning Department’s Certified Recommendation, “after this 135% expansion, the cumulative size of the facility on site will be 55,141 square fret.” And both of these structures, including the school on Ligon Street would be on only 3.86 acres of land! The Community knew this meant the congestion from the on-street parking would go from bad to worse.

Nevertheless, after nine months of hearings and meetings and over the objections of the Community and our City Council representative, SP-37-01 Islamic Center Expansion Plan was approved by the City Council in a six to two decision on June 17, 2003.  But a condition was attached to the approval as the minutes indicate:

“Chairperson Hunt reported by split vote the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends upholding the Planning Commission‘s recommendation for approval of the site plan as outlined in CR-10505 with the notation that the Islamic Center has concluded an agreement with NCSU for the addition of the 67 NCSU parking spaces in the King Village; secured 32 parking- spaces at *nearby business properties; and, promises to utilize the Blue Ridge park and ride lot.  Further, it is recommended that the Council support the neighborhood residents’ petitions for no parking in certain areas in their neighborhood as submitted following the Council’s standard procedures (traffic changes approved earlier in the meeting).”
*One of those “nearby business properties” was the Subway located on the corner of Western Boulevard and Method Road, which is two miles from the mosque.  So, the belief was that this business would allow parking on its premises at the height of its business day - lunch!

The streets with the parking restrictions are Woods Place, Royal Street, O'Kelly Street, Atwater Street, and Burrell Place.

In a letter dated October 3, 2003, I wrote Mayor Meeker concerning the noncompliance of the Islamic Center with this condition of the approval.  I also wrote a letter dated December 3, 2003 to the newly elected District D Councilman Thomas Crowder concerning the noncompliance of the Islamic Center with the parking restrictions and because of a parking-related incident during a Ramadan service.  In both letters the inquiry that was also specifically raised by the Community during the hearings and meetings for SP-37-0l was what action(s) the City would take to make sure the Islamic Center complied with the conditions of approval for the expansion before, during and after construction.  (Letters’ attached.) From that day to now the City has not adequately responded to this question.  In fact, during the hearings before the Comprehensive Planning Committee and in meetings with City Administrators, we were assured that the City would see that the parking restrictions would be enforced, however, no specifics were ever given.

On May 3, 2005, I addressed the City Council concerning the persistent violation of the Islamic Center with the condition of approval for SP-37-01 and presented photographic evidence.  According to the minutes for that meeting, this governing body unanimously agreed to:

“..  hold the item and get a report back from Administration and maybe involve Captain Poteat of the Police Department and Transportation Director, ask the Police Department to put some extra people in the area and continuing discussions at that point.  Mayor Meeker moved that the item be placed on the agenda in 30 days to receive the report and allow Administration to work with the parties involved and report back at that meeting.

In preparation for this meeting, I re-read the June 7, 2005 City Council meeting minutes, which record the following:

“Recommendation: Receive the report as information.

Mr. Crowder indicated lie has seen significant improvements in the area with the parking situation and the acquisition of additional on street parking that can be used for the members of the Islamic Center.  He indicated if problems arise the community has agreed to let them know of their concerns.

(Let me make a correction right here: I take it that “them” is in reference to the Islamic Center.  I have no recollection of the Community agreeing to anymore dialogue with “them”.  The time for the Community to dialogue with the Islamic Center on anything related to this matter ended after the City Council gave their approval with the stated conditions.  Thereafter, the Islamic Center was responsible to comply and the City obligated itself to make sure the condition was adhered to.)

The minutes on this item conclude with this statement:

“Mayor Meeker indicated that without objection the item would be removed from the agenda with no action.

Yet, even after being given picture-perfect documentation on May 3rd to prove that the Islamic Center was not in compliance with the conditions of the approval, this governing body again insulted the Historic Method Community with an information-only report and dismissed the situation without taking any substantial action.  And mind you, the approval with this condition was made in an election year.  And once again, we are in an election year.  So, tell me, should we expect the same do-nothing response from our City leaders in cases such as this, where it is clear that effective, consistent action is required?

The City’s inaction and indifference resulted in the Islamic Center’s continued breach of the agreement as seen in these photos.
The June 7th decision to remove the item from the agenda with no action reminded me of the recommendation that Mayor Paul Coble made when this parking problem was first brought to the City Council’s attention in November 2000.  In part, the minutes state that: 

“Mr.  Congleton suggested this item be referred to administration and come back with a report on this situation...  Without objection Mayor Coble indicated this item would be referred to administration.”
The result of this referral was the installation of a few No Parking signs with little thought given to placement.  And, this was obviously done to pacify because there was absolutely no enforcement.  The bottom line of both the November 2000 and the June 2005 decisions is that the City did nothing to remedy the problem!

For almost four years, I along with others in the community have monitored the parking on Fridays and have observed persistent noncompliance with the parking agreement.  During the hearings and meetings for the Expansion Plan, the Community questioned the City over and over and over again as to how the City would enforce its ordinances on parking.  Because the city has taken its “laws and ordinances” lightly in this matter, last year, two new problems emerged.  The first one stems back to Z-15-03.  This vacant lot at 3008 Ligon Street is located on the corner of Atwater and Ligon Streets and is adjacent to the Islamic Center.  In 2003, Mr.  Khaled Al-Zoubi, the property owner and a member of the Islamic Center filed a petition to have the property rezoned from R-4 to R-6 General Use so that he could build a house.  The Planning Commission amended the petition to R-6 Special, which satisfied the petitioner’s proposal while preventing the lot from being used for parking.

In the spring of last year, this lot was cleared but to date nothing has been built on it.  But this was no surprise to us because we knew the true reason for the rezoning and the subsequent clearing of the lot was to provide additional parking for the Islamic Center on Fridays as these pictures clearly show.
In September 2006, I contacted Zoning Inspections concerning this violation and another violation on Islamic Center property.  I did not receive a reply from Zoning until after I sent a follow-up e-mail in November.  Long story short, it took four months and pictorial evidence before Zoning took decisive action on this matter.
The second problem of the City’s negligence to enforce the agreement most likely led to this.
This violation was also brought to the attention of Zoning last September.  And this issue, also, would not be addressed until January 2007.  And there was another inquiry about a possible violation that was judged to be in compliance as seen in this photo.  (PPT Photos IV attached.) To date, no explanation from Zoning as to why the trailer in this photo was considered in compliance has been given.

The unresponsiveness of Zoning Inspections is just a symptom of the problem that reflects the City’s reluctant attitude to honor its decision to approve SP-37-Ol with condition.

Furthermore, I and other members of the Community should not have to keep expending our time and spending our money to photographically document the violations of the agreement between the City and the Islamic Center.  After receiving proof that the violations were true; and, after engaging the Islamic Center in the “appropriate dialog to ensure compliance” and, in accordance with the law and ordinances, and having informed them of the consequences of noncompliance, the City should have had the integrity and determination to consistently implement those consequences.  But you have not!

The Community hoped but knew that the Islamic Center would not honor their promise to support and comply with the parking restrictions as stated in a letter dated February 13, 2003 from Dr. A.G. Chaudhry, the Islamic Center’s Planning and Construction Committee Chair; and, in a letter dated May 15, 2003 from their attorney, Mr.  Tom Worth.  (Letters attached.) But we relied on the integrity of the City to make sure that the conditions of the City Council’s approval were met.  We saw and still see that that trust was misplaced.  Nevertheless, the outcry of the Community to this governing body is still: What are you going to do about the situation, and when are you going to do it?”

So here we are again, Mr.  Mayor and members of the City Council.  Will you continue to do what is expedient, that is to say, convenient or will you do what is right? But please know that if this governing body continues to choose to do what is expedient, this issue will not go away.

Thank you again for your time!

Rev. Bethea’s presentation included photographs and e-mails explaining her points.

In response to questioning from Ms. Taliaferro, Inspections Director Strickland pointed out they have received and investigated a lot of complaints in the general vicinity.  He stated he will double-check to find out why it took four months to resolve some of the issues.  He also talked about the vacant lot pointing out if it is a subdivided lot and zoned Residential, parking would not be allowed unless a special use permit had been granted by the City Council and that is not the case.  City Manager Allen pointed out there has been extensive dialogue between City departments and the parties involved.  Mr. Crowder pointed out in 2005 he knows there was some on-site security and the situation improved but it has deteriorated again and has become a chronic problem.

Ahmed Abdul-Khaliq pointed out he is the Director of security for the Islamic Center.  He just took over that position recently.  He talked about complaints and what he is doing to address the complaints and things he is putting into place to address the problems such as having cars towed, hiring security guards rather than using volunteers, etc.  He stated Reverend Bethea mentioned the property on Atwater but explained that is outside their property and he cannot control what happens on that property.  He stated he understands the property owner has been dealing with the City for quite some time.  Mayor Meeker pointed out the people who come to the services at the Center must understand the parking rules and regulations.  He suggested that we have the District Police Captain or personnel go out several times particularly on Fridays to see if we do have an on-going problem.  Mr. Crowder compared the situation to what is occurring on Trailwood Drive pointing out there has been discussions about putting tow away zones in place of the no parking signs and suggested that may be considered as he feels that will get everyone’s attention.  Mr. Abdul-Khaliq stated they do not intend and do not want to be a problem for the neighbors.  They want to be a good neighbor.  Ms. Taliaferro suggested he be in touch with Captain Mise of the district Police in the area and see if some of the concerns could be addressed.

Reverend Bethea pointed out this is not just a periodic problem it is an ongoing chronic problem.  She stated something has to be done.  She’s heard the same promises over and over again and nothing happens and she does not feel it will happen unless the City gets involved and enforces some of the rules and regulations.  Mr. Abdul-Khaliq stated he is doing his best.  He’s just come on as head of security.  He has been in law enforcement 20 plus years and his job is to make the people safe and obey rules.  He stated he will continue to work and do his best to make sure they are a good neighbor.

It was agreed to hold the item place it on the February 20, 2007 agenda to receive a report from Inspections and/or Police and/or Transportation as to additional steps that may be needed.

STREET IMPROVEMENTS – TRIANGLE TOWN BOULEVARD/OAK FOREST DRIVE – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION
Jeff Furman, 4000 West Chase Boulevard, Suite 390, pointed out Crosland, Inc./Capital Land Investment Company is proposing to develop a high density multifamily community with a commercial component on the remaining vacant parcel located at the southern end of Pointer Place in accordance with the original mixed use concept plan.  The site is bound by Sumner Road, the future Triangle Town Boulevard, the future Oak Forest Drive Extension and Fox Road.  Crosland has monitored market demand and now believes the multifamily community should be developed to further compliment the existing retail development in the area.  He is asking the City to partner on the major off-site improvements mainly the extension of Triangle Town Boulevard and Oak Forest Drive bordering this site.  In a unique situation, Triangle Town Boulevard and Oak Forest Drive do not border any other developable sites but instead border a power substation, a public park and a small usable slice of property that was left between the proposed right-of-way for Triangle Town Boulevard and the original property of an older parcel.  These roads, however, are needed to serve the future traffic demands of the larger submarket as identified in the City’s Comprehensive Plan.  The multifamily development would not generate enough traffic to support these road improvements alone; therefore, Crosland requests the City to partner in the construction of these larger road improvements to meet the Comprehensive Plan’s goal of interconnectivity.  Mr. Furman stated they had met with staff on this issue.

City Manager Allen pointed out there have been some initial meetings and may be some room to partner or allow some reimbursement.  The item was referred to Administration.

UNFIT BUILDING – 573 EAST LENIOR STREET – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Bruce Lightner indicated the City Council recently adopted an ordinance to demolish the house at 573 E. Lenoir Street within 30 to 60 days.  He stated this is the Ligon home place and a group is working to develop a plan to save the property.

Inspections Director Strickland indicated prior to the City Council adopting the ordinance there had been no action for over a year.  He stated yesterday he went by the property and a lot of improvements had been made.  He talked about the windows that had been broken, new HVAC systems that had been stolen, etc.  He stated under the current ordinance the property owners have until the end of April to make repairs and if they are making progress at that time the City could extend the deadline.  Mayor Meeker suggested Mr. Lightner and his associates continue working with the property owner.

MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

BUDGET – FY 2007-2008 – HEARING – COMMENTS RECEIVED
This was a hearing receive comment on the proposed 2007-2008 Operating Budget and Capital Improvement Program.  The Mayor opened the hearing to the public.

Jason Hibbets, 2140 Ramsgate Street, presented the following prepared statement:

The Lineberry Alliance formally requests that the City of Raleigh add monies budget for the acquisition of land and design services for a walkable, destination neighborhood park in the Lineberry area We request that the city use their determine a suitable location for tins park, that would service the homes in outlined by:

· West of Lake Wheeler Road

· North of Tryon Road

· East of Trailwood Drive

· South of 1-40

The neighbors would be happy with a 2-5 acre neighborhood park and we are sweat equity in providing additional amenities as neighborhood projects.  This request falls in line with many stated goals in Chapter 7 of the Raleigh Parks Plan, including:

· placing a priority of land acquisition

· providing a balanced, dedicated usage of parkland

We request that this matter be referred to the Parks Board and that you consider in the upcoming Parks Bond.

Will anyone in support of tins neighborhood park, please stand at this time.  Thank you.

Note:
The Lineberry Alliance goals are to preserve and improve our neighborhoods, communicate information, share ideas, and help to resolve issues in our neighborhoods  These neighborhoods include the homes along Lineberry Drive and the surrounding area.  The Lineberry Alliance is an umbrella organization that unites HOA’s, Community Watch and Neighborhood Associations to reach the stated goals The Lineberry Alliance guidance on City of Raleigh issues and City Council procedures.

David W. Mykins, Sanderson High School Band Boosters, explained the Capital City Band Expo and Capital Cup Marching Band Competition.  He told of the number of attendees, spectators, etc., and displayed the Capital Cup.  He told of the work of the group, how the money is utilized and asked for continued sponsorship of $1,500 from the City of Raleigh.

Linda Shaver, President of Waldon Woods Homeowners Association was at the meeting to ask the City to expedite the Brockton Dam Project.  Walton Woods Condos had 16 units flooded on June 14, 2006 by Alberto.  Waldon Woods Board met with James Leumas and Danny Bowden on July 5, 2006 and they understand the City of Raleigh has allocated $400,000  to design on the Brockton Dam project in 2006 and another $3 million for the project that will not take place until 2008-2009.  She stated they continue to have construction in the area such as the almost 300 apartments on Green Road which only increases the runoff in the streams and the chance that Waldon Woods will be flooded again.  She urged the City to expedite the Brockton Dam project.

Mary H. Freeman, President and CEO and Gary B. Carr, Director of Business and Finance, Tammy Lynn Center for Developmental Disabilities, presented information on the work of the Tammy Lynn Center and expressed appreciation for funding in the past and the hope that the City will continue supporting the Human Services budget.  Ms. Freeman presented Council members with cookies made by their catering business.  She talked about new summer program that they hope to do again next year and a recent article in the Metro Magazine.  Mr. Carr pointed out the Center employs 145 staff members, has a $6 million annual operating budget and plans to open 2 additional residential supported living programs in the community to serve 8 adults with developmental disabilities.  They provide services for 375 individuals and continues to be unique in North Carolina for its broad array of services to individuals and families with developmental disabilities.  He talked about their early intervention program and the funding it received from the City last year.  In FY 05-06, 69 Raleigh children were served with 1,272 hours of developmental therapy and family support.  Approximately 48 percent of the families served by City of Raleigh funding are below the Federal poverty level.  He stated in FY 05-06 they finished the fiscal year with a surplus thanks to an increase in private contributions and grants.  In FY 06-07 the Center continues an aggressive fund raising program with the Board of Directors committing to a $1 million fund raising goal.  He asked for the City’s continued support.

Mary Watson-Nooe, 625 St. George Road, presented the following prepared statement:

Thank you for the opportunity to speak at the pre-budget hearing. This is the most important thing that you do, pass a budget. Thank you for asking about citizen comments.

First, I hope that you will spend most of your budget deliberations on meeting basic services for the citizens of Raleigh. In the fast growing, truly diverse city it is important to concentrate on basic services-- sanitation: water and sewer; streets, sidewalks and bike paths; police and fire protection; storm water; parks; inspections and planning. First we must be adequately staffed to provide services and with the continuing pressures of growth that means more employees to do the job. We certainly don’t need a repeat of the budget errors of 2006-07 where our hard working sanitation workers were not paid for the time they worked. Our water treatment and sewer treatment facilities need to grow to meet the demand of population increase and careful attention must be made to maintain and extend existing lines. That means more people doing the work. Likewise, as we add roadways, sidewalks and bike paths we must maintain what we currently have no more pot holes. That means more people to do the work. Police and fire services, not only do we need an adequate number of people, and the Council should be congratulated on the continuing attention to this, but we also need facilities to meet our service levels. Fire stations need to keep pace with the growth, not lag behind. Storm Water, as vice-chair of the Storm Water Management Commission, I hope you will proceed with your plans for revenue bonds to catch up on the backlog of planned projects. Since these bonds will be paid from revenues collected for the Storm Water Utility, the only other need is more personnel to handle this ramping up of projects. Parks, as we grow the need for passive, restful space is and greatly increased. Parks are necessary for recreation and re-creation. Please do not let the opportunities for Dix slip away. Dorothea Dix, that great Unitarian pioneer for mental health services, would clearly understand the need for large restful, passive space to nourish the soul and calm the mind.

Now to the two areas of the City that get increasing demand for their services as the city grows. Inspections to insure a well built, safe sanitary city. Planning, to hold the dream and make it real. It concerns me that I have seen a lack of equity and fairness in the application of these services. Intensive inspections in parts of the City that are seen as less desirable or legal uses of property that is seen as less desirable does not seem like equal treatment. Planning services have been ramped up for big projects with the new service in the manager’s office. It seems to me that there should be a greater concern for ordinary people who need to access the planning process. When I checked about subdividing my property to give my husband a Christmas present, I was told may be I wanted to hire someone to do it for me. Hello, this is a relatively simple process that should not require ordinary citizens to have to hire someone to talk to their planning department. As ordinary, tax-paying citizens, as is everyone who lives in Raleigh; hiring a professional to approach the City seems excessive. If more staff is needed to meet citizen needs, then look at it please.

Recently, I read an article that questioned if Raleigh had soul. My answer is yes -- our soul is our welcoming attitude to all the people who are in Raleigh and coming to Raleigh. Conic and enjoy our friendly, safe, clean city that abound in culture and education. Our soul is our diversity. Celebrate!

Mary Bell Pate on behalf of the Southwest CAC presented the following list for consideration:

1. Streetlight improvement in the form of brighter streetlights
Throughout SW CAC we have streets that are too dark for citizens to walk safely in the evening. Examples include Suffolk Boulevard just off Carolina Pines Avenue; the intersection of Fairway Drive, Club Plaza and Suffolk Boulevard.

2. Carolina Pines Community Center

a.
Lighting along die long ramp going from the west parking lot to the Community Center is very poorly lighted, as is the street within the park, especially at the entrance to the west parking lot.

b.
Heating and air-conditioning cannot be regulated properly. There is a need for control for each room. In the summer meeting rooms are extremely cold in order to have the gym cool enough for people playing basketball. During die winter, rooms are unbearably hot One room is used for storage because there is no way to heat or cool it enough to be used by people. These are not new problems; they have existed for over twenty years.

c.
Handicap access to the community center is a very long ramp from the west parking lot.  That ramp is too steep and too long for citizens with handicaps. We have been told that it is acceptable for someone to drive from the east parking lot to the community center entrance and drop persons with handicaps off and then park the vehicle in the east or west parking lot. The handicapped person who drives himseli7herself to the community center cannot do this and, therefore, cannot use the community center.

3. The mini-park in Hertford Village
It is neglected and dangerous. Hertford Village citizens have no larger park facility nearby. They deserve to have their small park be a safe, functioning facility.

4. Wilmington Street

The newly repaved and “sidewalked” Wilmington Street needs a positive image to complement downtown improvements (hopefully by 2008). We need the Planning and Inspections Departments and possibly the Chamber of Commerce to co-host a meeting of owners of all the businesses on Wilmington Street. This meeting would not be the beginning of along, drawn out process, but a coming together to in order to insure that all affected parties recognize the business potential of this corridor. They would develop a vision and process for improvement that could become a model for Hammond Road and South Saunders Street improvements. I am aware that the Wilmington Street pawnshop is changing or has changed hands and will be undergoing some positive changes. I am aware that homeless people stay in the wooded area between Fayetteville Road and Wilmington Street. It’s time for the City of Raleigh to be pro-active in making these much-needed changes/improvements. 

5. My final request affects the entire city. I want a formula that gives the necessary number of city staffers for all city departments, especially Planning, Inspections and Police. I do not want development plans of any sort rushed through city departments because there are not sufficient staffers to evaluate them in a timely fashion. I do not want inspection problems that linger unresolved because there are not enough inspectors to determine and correct problems throughout the city. I do not want to see medians on our roadways become grassy hayfields. I do not want people all-aid to walk in their neighborhoods or afraid to go to their neighborhood grocery stores because of criminals on their streets. I want a City of Raleigh workforce sufficient in size to insure a good city government, not one stretched beyond its limits and unable to meet the needs of our growing city.

Mr. Crowder asked the staff to look at the street light situation mentioned by Ms. Pate.  He stated as far as redevelopment on Wilmington Street is concerned the current policy on site plan approval for change of use doesn’t effect every type property and he is concerned because many times when there is a changed use there is different parking needs.

Mildred Flynn, 149 Prospect Avenue, requested that the greenway from Lake Wheeler Road to South Saunders Street to Wilmington Street be completed.  She stated she had talked to the City Manager about the homeless people who are living on the park site on Fayetteville Road pointing out it is City property and it needs to be cleaned.  It is not safe for people in the neighborhood to be in the area at night.  She stated she is tired of trying to call, write or e-mail the Inspections department particularly Zoning and she keeps hearing that they are over worked but citizens should not have to wait as long as they do.  She stated we have two different zoning inspectors in her area.  Her side of the area gets pretty good response but the other side is covered by a lady who likes to stay in the office and the people in that area do not get good response.

The City Clerk indicated she had received two e-mails one was from Jason Hibbets and he had made his presentation.  The second e-mail was from Morton Lurie, 4112 Landfall Court.

Per the ad in the N&O requesting citizen input, these items should be implemented in the City of Raleigh 2007-08 budget:
1) Important priorities for FY 2007-08

a) 800MHZ communications for the Raleigh Police Dept., so that they can immediately contact all other first responder agencies here in case of an emergency.
b) Commence study for a new bus transportation plan. A new plan is needed to account for changes since the last plan.

* High density development in center city, creating a potential parking crisis.

* Routes planned to serve the light rail system not needed in time frame contemplated.

* Lack of service to major destinations, such as NC Museum of Art, Fair grounds, RBC Center, etc.

* Failure to achieve major goals of initial plan such as "on time service."
c) Initiate quarterly inspections of all major arteries (City and State maintained) for hazards and maintenance problems. Report and action plan to be presented at a public City Council meeting. A similar inspection, report and action recommendation to be made of all City maintained streets but on an annual basis.
d) Implement City wide the desperately needed central computer control of traffic signals.
e) Scrap the Hillsborough Street and neighborhood "Roundabout" project. That effort obstructs traffic on an important City artery to the detriment of the general city welfare and endangers all who travel there.
2) Tree planting program should be halted until species more appropriate to areas subject to severe weather are made available. Currently, only very large trees that pose serious danger in major storms such as hurricanes are offered.
3) n/a.
4) Budget savings to be achieved by;
a) Halting "traffic calming projects" which further impede the smooth flow of traffic.
b) Freezing extension of "greenway system", until provision is made for access by elderly and disabled citizens.
c) c) Terminate recyclable collection program until income from materials collected and sold at least equals the cost of the program.
5) All funds collected from the annual $20/auto tax collected for Raleigh be applied only to improve and expand CAT bus service.

No one else asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed and the comments referred to Administration.

STREET CLOSING–15-06 – SOUTH GLENWOOD AVENUE – HEARING – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CLOSING ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider the permanent closing of a portion of South Glenwood Avenue.  The hearing is pursuant to petition, resolution of intent, advertisement and notification as required by law (STC-15-06).  Planning Director Silver explained the location pointing out there is no requirements for any easements, etc.  Staff has no objection.  The Mayor opened the hearing.  A gentleman indicated he has no objection to the street closing and stated he understands the property will be split in half and deeded to the adjacent property owners.  City Attorney McCormick pointed out there will be no deeds the property conveys to adjacent property owners by operation.  If a person wants a deed it could be prepared by their lawyer and checked and the City could execute the deed.  No one else asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of a resolution authorizing the closing as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 168.

STREET CLOSING–16-06 – OLYMPIA DRIVE – HEARING – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CLOSING ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider the permanent closing of a portion of Olympia Drive.  The hearing is pursuant to petition, resolution of intent, advertisement and notification as required by law (STC-16-06).  Planning Director Silver explained Street Closing 16, 17 and 18 are all interrelated.  There is no issues relating to reserving easements, conflicts with the Comprehensive Plan, etc.  The three are related to a pending site plan.  The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of a resolution authorizing the closing as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote (West absent and excused).  See Resolution 169.
STREET CLOSING–17-06 – ILLEAGNES ROAD – HEARING – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CLOSING ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the permanent closing of a portion of Illeagnes Road.  The hearing is pursuant to petition, resolution of intent, advertisement and notification as required by law (STC-17-06).  Planning Director Silver explained Street Closing 16, 17 and 18 are all interrelated.  There is no issues relating to reserving easements, conflicts with the Comprehensive Plan, etc.  The three are related to a pending site plan.  The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of a resolution authorizing the closing as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote (West absent and excused).  See Resolution 170.
STREET CLOSING-18-06 – CHAPANOKE ROAD – HEARING – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CLOSING ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider the permanent closing of a portion of Chapanoke Road.  The hearing is pursuant to petition, resolution of intent, advertisement and notification as required by law (STC-18-06).  Planning Director Silver explained Street Closing 16, 17 and 18 are all interrelated.  There is no issues relating to reserving easements, conflicts with the Comprehensive Plan, etc.  The three are related to a pending site plan.  The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of a resolution authorizing the closing as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote (West absent and excused).  See Resolution 171.
STREET CLOSING-19-06 – FAIRCLOTH STREET – HEARING – NO ACTION TAKEN
This was a hearing to consider the permanent closing of a portion of Faircloth Street.  The hearing is pursuant to petition, resolution of intent, advertisement and notification as required by law (STC-19-06).  Planning Director Silver explained the location and the request pointing out this involves some easements and there is some concern relative to access to three properties.

Eric Lamb, Public Works Department, pointed out the property in question is accessed off of Wade Avenue.  If Council wishes to move forward with the closing it should be conditioned upon the plats signed by the property owners of the adjacent three parcels.  Also questions need to be answered relative to maintenance.  The Mayor opened the hearing.

Attorney Jason Barron, Kennedy Covington, representing the property owners who made the request, pointed out this is basically a cleanup item.  He stated access to the shopping center will remain unchanged and when they record the recombination plat they will provide access.  In response to questioning it was pointed out the shopping center owns the three adjacent parcels.  Attorney Barron indicated they do not have a plan.  Nothing has been submitted.  The shopping center owns the three properties.  He does not believe the City has been maintaining the “shark fin” area which is requested for closing.  The shopping center owners would like to have it closed to cleanup and clear up the maintenance question and maintain the area.  Mr. Crowder questioned if we do not have to provide public right-of-way to residential properties with City Attorney pointing out that is correct but we have had situations of providing access through easements.  Attorney Barron pointed out each would have access to a public street.  Mr. Stephens pointing out it seems as if we are backing into a rezoning of this property and he does not understand why we are proceeding in this way.

Paul Brandt, 4919 Shallowbrook and Daniel Brandt, 3420 Cherry Wood Lane expressed concern relative to access to the shopping center.  There would be no sidewalk access to the south side continuing across the front of the property.  They expressed concern about the closing denying access for the public, emergency vehicles, etc.  They feel the closing is premature and there is no guarantee that the owners will keep the access open to the public.  They expressed concern that the owner is trying to recombine the property for other uses.  Attorney Barron stated everything will remain unchanged the access will remain unchanged.

Bob Sexton, Ridgewood Subdivision, stated he uses Wade Avenue and this area to access the shopping center pointing out he is in a wheelchair.  He stated Ridgewood Shopping Center is a thriving center and talked about the lack of adequate parking.  He stated if the three houses are going to be changed to another zone it looks like the logical use would be additional parking spaces.  He stated if the street is closed the entrance to the shopping center would be off of Ridge Road and expressed concern about what is happening pointing out they would like to see the big picture before the Council moves forward with the street closing.

A representative of the corporation which owns the shopping center and the three houses indicated the intent is to maintain access in a presentable manner to the public.  He stated there have been problems over who maintains what and where the cutoff point is.  They would prefer to keep the entrance better maintained and that is the reason for the street closing request.  There is not intent to close the entrance.  If they close this entrance they would lose Whole Foods and they cannot afford that.  They just want to maintain the entranceway in a better fashion.  There is no intent to expand the shopping center.  He explained how the configuration ended up as it is now pointing out it is a result of Wade Avenue being extended and widened and they ended up with some of the property that was at what time a part of the Meredith College Campus.  He stated they have owned one of the houses since the 50’s and the others since early 2000 again stating this is purely a maintenance item.  Ms. Taliaferro questioned if the street is not closed if some agreement could be reached about the maintenance issues.  Discussion followed on the upkeep of the rental homes and the intent of the request.  Planning Director Silver pointed out may be the Council would want to refer this issue to Committee to have more discussion about the intent, timing, etc.  No one else asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.

Mr. Craven questioned if the shopping center chose to barricade their entrance would it be out of compliance with the site plan.  City Attorney McCormick stated he hasn’t seen a site plan but would imagine that any site plan would require multi-entrances.  Mr. Craven stated he is having trouble understanding the objections.  The Mayor questioned if there would be a rezoning request and pointed out it appears to be another step towards a rezoning.  Mr. Craven pointed out we have a simple request that seems to comply with City code and he’s having some problems understanding the objections.  Mr. Stephenson pointed out the request was to deal with maintenance issues and he feels instead of requesting a street closing they could just request clarification of the maintenance.  Ms. Kekas stated it seems we are putting the cart before the horse here with Mr. Crowder agreeing.  Ms. Taliaferro stated she sees no compelling reasons to close the street or send it to Committee and recommended taking no action.  No action was taken.

PU 2007-1 – PLEASANT PINES DRIVE – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the installation of approximately 750 feet of 12-inch water main from 6508 to 6601 Pleasant Pines Drive with assessments on a per lot, area served or abutting frontage basis (PU 2007-1).  The Mayor opened the hearing, no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Crowder moved adoption of a resolution directing the project as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 172.

PU 2007-2 – NEUSE RIVER/BUFFALOE ROAD AREA – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider the installation of approximately 7,000 feet of 12-inch sanitary sewer main and 370 feet of 8-inch sanitary sewer main from existing main east of the Neuse River eastwardly to Buffaloe Road with assessments to apply on a per lot, area served or abutting frontage basis during annexation or tap on to City line (PU 2007-2).  The Mayor opened the hearing.

John Poole, 3225 Anderson Drive, indicated his family owns property that was bisected by I-540.  DOT was compelled to provide access through a road which runs north and south through the property.  The sewer line will run east and west.  He stated he is just concerned that the line not impede their ability to cross the creek and get into the other portion of their property.  They are concerned that the type and size of piping does not impede access to the remaining property.  City Manager Allen pointed out the City recognized those concerns and will work with the property owner.  No one else asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Ms. Taliaferro moved adoption of a resolution authorizing the project as outlined.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 173.

ANNEXATION – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTION ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider the annexation of the following properties.  If following the hearing, the Council wishes to proceed, it would be appropriate to adopt ordinances annexing the properties effective June 30, 2007 and a resolution placing the properties in the appropriate electoral districts.

LOCATION
ELECTORAL DISTRICT
Six Forks Baptist Church and intervening rights-of-way
A

Chasteal Trail, Phase 2
C

The Mayor opened the hearing on each location.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Ms. Taliaferro moved adoption of ordinances annexing the properties effective June 30, 2007 and adoption of a resolution placing the properties in the appropriate electoral districts.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinances 167, 168 and Resolution 174.

PAVING AR 912 – ALAMANCE DRIVE – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider confirming charges as outlined on paving AR 912, Alamance Drive, according to charges outlined in Resolution 2007-138 adopted on January 9, 2007.  The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mayor Meeker moved adoption of a resolution confirming charges as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 175.

WATER AR 1304 – WESTGATE ROAD – HEARING – RESOLUTION CONFIRMING CHARGES ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider confirming charges as outlined on water AR 1304, Westgate Road annexation area, according to charges outlined in Resolution 2007-139 adopted on January 9, 2007.  The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of a resolution confirming charges as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 176.

WATER AR 1304A – WESTGATE AREA – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider confirming charges as outlined on water AR 1304A, Westgate Road annexation area, according to charges outlined in Resolution 2007-140 adopted on January 9, 2007.  The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of a resolution confirming charges as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 177.

SEWER AR 1305A – WESTGATE ROAD AREA – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider confirming charges as outlined on sewer AR 1305A, Westgate Road annexation area, according to charges outlined in Resolution 2007-142 adopted on January 9, 2007.  The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of a resolution confirming charges as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 178.
SEWER AR 1305 – WESTGATE ROAD AREA – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider confirming charges as outlined on sewer AR 1305, Westgate Road annexation area, according to charges outlined in Resolution 2007-141 adopted on January 9, 2007.  The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of a resolution confirming charges as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 179.

TREE DAMAGE – 2501 MAYVIEW ROAD – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION
Mr. Crowder pointed out he had been contacted by the property owner at 2501 Mayview Avenue.  He stated evidently a waterline was being installed by a private contractor and that contractor destroyed a tree.  He stated he understands it was a large mature tree and he would like a report on what occurred.  The item was referred to Administration.

ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Mayor Meeker announced the meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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