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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session on Tuesday, May 15, 2007, at 1:00 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.




Mayor Charles C. Meeker, Presiding




Mayor Pro Tem James P. West




Tommy Craven




Thomas G. Crowder




Philip R. Isley




Joyce Kekas




Russ Stephenson




Jessie Taliaferro

Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Rabbi Eric Solomon, Beth Meyer Synagogue.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Pro Tem James T. West.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS

ARTSPLOSURE – INFORMATION RECEIVED
Helen White, Artsplosure Board President, Michael Lowder, Artsplosure Executive Director and Terri Dollar, Artsplosure Program Director, were at the meeting to give information on the 28th Annual Artsplosure Event.  Board President Helen White talked about the activities, past events, expected attendance and expressed appreciation to all involved.  Ms. Dollar talked about the number of artist, music, activities, and visual arts and invited all to attend the event.  Executive Director Lowder presented the Mayor with this year’s posture and expressed appreciation to the corporate sponsors including Progress Energy, WRAL, Time Warner Cablevision, News & Observer, Wake Med, United Arts Council, Arts Commission, City of Raleigh, Pepsi, Sunkist and Target.  The group presented Council members bags of gifts commemorating Artsplosure.

PROCLAMATION – ST. AUGUSTINE TRACK AND FIELD DAY – PROCLAIMED

Mayor Meeker read a proclamation talking about the success of the St. Augustine track program pointing out they have won an unprecedented 29 NCAA Division II Titles.  He read a proclamation proclaiming May 15, 2007 as “St. Augustine Track and Field Day in the City of Raleigh.

Coach George Williams accepted the Proclamation with appreciation on behalf of the President and St. Augustine.  He expressed appreciation to all that the City of Raleigh has done to assist St. Augustine through the years pointing out the first track was given to St. Augustine by the Parks and Recreation Department.  He stated they will do all they can to continue to make the City of Raleigh proud and to keep Raleigh on the forefront in a positive manner.

PROCLAMATION – NATIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK – PROCLAIMED

Mayor Meeker read a proclamation proclaiming May 20-25, 2007 as National Public Works Week in the City of Raleigh.  The proclamation was accepted by the Public Works Director Carl Dawson and Joy Sumner with Mr. Dawson recognizing the various division heads.  In accepting the proclamation, Public Works Director Dawson pointed out his department has 387 employees in 10 different divisions.  They operate or carry out 27 programs.  He gave some statistics on their work including CAT ridership being up 3% inspite of a rate increase, operating 4,100 pieces of equipment, constructing 33 miles of street and sidewalks, carrying out a $95 million capital improvement program for roadway development, a $13 million stormwater capital improvement program, completion of the first phase of Fayetteville Street, overseeing $300 million of general public improvement projects including the convention center, resurfacing 34 miles of street, maintaining 1,900 miles of streets, inspecting 103 miles of street, water and sewer line installation, expanding the CAMPO program to additional counties including Granville, Franklin, Harnett, Chattam and Johnson, oversee third generation traffic signal system and reviewing 1,550 development plans in the past year.  Mayor Meeker commended the department for all of their fine work.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE - PINNACLE AWARD - ACCEPTED

Mayor Meeker talked about the Chamber of Commerce Pinnacle Award and pointed out the City of Raleigh received the Pinnacle Award this year relating to its diversity program which has a 15% MWBE goal and accomplishments in the past year.  Luther Williams accepted the award pointing out it is a team effort and asked all of the members of the team to stand.  He expressed appreciation for the City’s continued support of the program.

TRIANGLE COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE – AWARD RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker pointed out the Triangle Commercial Real Estate recently presented the City of Raleigh with the Best Community Enhancement award for the Fayetteville Street Renaissance Program.  The award was accepted by Dean Fox who expressed appreciation to the City Council for their continued support and recognized those involved in the Fayetteville Street program including DRA, Urban Design, City, staff, architects and contractors.

CERTIFICATES OF APPOINTMENTS – PRESENTATIONS MADE

Mayor Meeker explained the Certificate of Appointment presentation and presented certificates to the following people who were recently appointed to the Downtown Parking Task Force:  Thomas L. Bennett, Jr., George Chapman, Marty Clayten, David H. Parmar, Bill Spruill and Steven Votino.

ARTS FESTIVAL – ANNOUNCED – CITY FUNDS APPROPRIATED

Mayor Meeker pointed out he was approached recently by Harold Lichtin, about the possibility of bringing art festivals to the Lichtin Plaza in front of the Progress Energy Center for Performing Arts.  He stated Mr. Lichtin has agreed that nine businesses including his own business would contribute $30,000 each in order to fund a series of arts to be held on Lichtin Plaza.  He stated he had told Mr. Lichtin if he could get private entities to fund the $30,000 each he would ask the City Council if it would consider the City of Raleigh contributing $30,000.  He stated Mr. Lichtin has the commitment the $270,000 from the private businesses and now Mayor Meeker stated he would ask the Council to consider contributing $30,000.  He stated the Council could take action today or the item could be placed on the next agenda for consideration.  Mr. Crowder moved that the City Council appropriate $30,000 from City Council contingency to match the funds raised by Mr. Lichtin.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Ordinance 224 TF 69.

BROUGHTON HIGH SCHOOL BAND – PARTICIPATION IN ROSE BOWL PARADE – ANNOUNCED

Ms. Kekas pointed out the Broughton High School Band has been invited to participate in the 2008 Rose Bowl Parade.  She stated they have participated several years in the past and congratulated them on this honor.  Mayor Meeker stated he thought Broughton High School would have some events associated with their upcoming appearance in the Rose Bowl Parade pointing out the events will take place over Memorial Day weekend.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS – RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker talked about the recent success of Waterfest pointing out over 4,000 young people attended.  He stated it was a great time and an opportunity to learn about the improvements at the water plant and the importance of our drinking water.  He thanked Council members and others who attended.

Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to Dr. West and others who have worked so hard on additions to the Biltmore Hills Park.  He stated it was a great effort and a job well done.

CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Meeker presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion.  If a councilor request discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  Mayor Meeker stated he had requested that the item relating to street closing on McCulloch Street be withdrawn.  In addition, he stated Council members received, at the table, a revised recommendation on the Oracle Enterprise Leasing and Support Agreement and the item on the Consent Agenda would include the amendment recommendation.  He stated a correction is needed on the street closing request relating to the 300 block of Branch Street.  The agenda indicates that the applicant is requesting waiver of all city ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on city property and waiver of the amplified noise ordinance.  The applicant is only requesting waiver of noise ordinance.  Ms. Kekas moved approval of the consent agenda as amended.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  The items on the consent agenda were as follows.

CERTIFICATIONS OF THE CONSISTENCY – VARIOUS – APPROVED

Agencies serving special populations, such as the homeless and disabled, which apply for HUD funds through grant programs, must submit a certification of consistency with the priorities of the City of Raleigh’s Five Year Consolidated Plan.  The City is requested to provide six certifications of consistency with the City’s Consolidated Plan for two nonprofit agencies and Wake County Human Services that are applying to HUD for funds through the Wake Continuum of Care Super NOFA application.  The applications request a total of $1,785,739 (not including Shelter + Care renewal) in funding for new projects and renewals of funding for current projects.  Certifications of consistency with the City’s Consolidated Plan are required for the applications to go forward.  Special populations, such as the homeless and disabled, are a priority one need.  The grant applications and Certifications of Consistency are due to HUD by June 8, 2007.

New Housing Project:

a. Passage Home, Inc. - Rainbow Housing. Using $400,000 of Continuum of Care awards, the proposal is to build 4 - 10 units of affordable permanent housing with supportive services for formerly homeless low income families or individuals.  Since it is very early in the process, Passage Home has not yet designated a site for this project.  If approved by HUD, funds would not become available until the first or second quarter of 2008.  This project is consistent with the City’s Consolidated Plan with regard to the populations to be served.  Without a designated site no determination can be made concerning the City’s Scattered Site or zoning requirements.

New Service Project:

b. Wake County Human Services - Shelter Plus Care 2007.  Using approximately $458,400 of Continuum of Care awards over a five-year period, this project will provide 10 tenant-based rental subsidy units and ensure support services for 10 single adults who are chronically homeless and have a medical disability.

Renewal Housing and Service Projects:

c. Community Alternatives for Supportive Abodes, Inc. (CASA) - McKinney Renewal.     Using approximately $376,496 of Continuum of Care awards over a two-year period, renew the project, providing 13 units of permanent housing and the McKinney Team, providing permanent housing and supportive services to adults who are homeless and have a mental illness and/or co-occurring substance addiction.

Renewal Service Projects:

d. Wake County Human Services - Shelter Plus Care (Merged Renewal). Using approximately $800,000 (not counted in $1.7 million cap) of Continuum of Care awards, renew the Shelter Plus Care project that services formerly homeless adults with severe mental illness and/or chronic substance abuse problems by providing tenant based rental assistance.

e. Wake County Human Services - Community Outreach Team Renewal.  Using approximately $330,227 of Continuum of Care awards, renew the outreach team for a two-year period, providing two social workers (one social worker housed at Cornerstone and the other at the South Wilmington Street Center), a substance abuse counselor, a three-quarter time life skills specialist and a half-time psychiatric nurse. This team works conjointly with a half-time psychiatrist funded through a separate HUD SHP grant.

f. Passage Home, Inc. - Essential Services for Homeless Families.  Using approximately $220,616 in Continuum of Care awards, renew the “Essential Services” program that assists homeless Wake County families to become permanently housed, while fostering economic self-sufficiency by assisting the families in obtaining permanent housing, increasing job-skills and the income of working adults, and help families and individuals achieve greater self-determination.

Community Development Department staff has reviewed the requests for certification from the above agencies/programs and determined that they are consistent with the City of Raleigh’s adopted Five-Year Consolidated Plan, which classifies Special Populations, such as homeless persons and persons with disabilities, as a first priority.

Recommendation:
Authorize the City Manager to sign approval of the Certifications of Consistency with the City’s Consolidated Plan for the above projects.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

FLAGPOLES – NC FALLEN FIREFIGHTERS MEMORIAL – RECOMMENDATIONS APPROVED

At the request of staff, the Raleigh Appearance Commission has reviewed the proposed addition of permanent flagpoles at the North Carolina Fallen Firefighters’ Memorial in Nash Square.  The Commission’s recommendations are as follows.
Based on the information received, the commission recommends that the proposal be approved, with the following provisions:

· There will be a maximum of four flagpoles, each to be installed at the same location as and in replacement of a currently-temporary poles.

· Flagpoles will be a maximum of 22 feet in height, and similar in diameter to the present temporary poles.

· Flagpoles will be made of metal of deep bronze finish (as presented by the applicant); finials should exhibit the same finish.

· Lighting for the flags will be limited to the existing lighting in the square (i.e., the present decorative pole fixtures), with the understanding that that lighting is consistent with the U.S. Flag Code (4 US Code 1): “. . .when a patriotic effect is desired, the flag may be displayed 24 hours a day if properly illuminated during the hours of darkness.” (If it determined at a future date that additional lighting is desired, the Commission requests that its members be afforded the opportunity to comment.)

· As per agreement with the City Parks and Recreation Department, the NCFFF will be responsible for installation, operation, and maintenance of the flagpoles.

Recommendation:  That the recommendations be accepted:  Upheld on consent agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

CAPITAL CITY GROCERY – LOAN MODIFICATION FOR GREGORY & PARKER – SEABOARD, LLC – APPROVED

Approximately one year ago, City Council loaned $300,000 to Gregory & Parker-Seaboard, LLC for their tenant, the Capital City Grocery located at 5 West Franklin Street, Raleigh, North Carolina.

City Administration received a request for loan modification to the original agreement that would release the equipment and fixtures in the store used as partial collateral for the loan.  In addition to the equipment and fixtures, the City also maintained a junior deed of trust on the real property where the store is located referred to as 5 West Franklin Street Building #3.  Based on appraisals, Building #3 is worth $4,000,000 and has $2,700,000 in debt leaving $1,297,000 in equity that provides more than enough coverage for the loan of $300,000.

Administration also suggests a modification to the repayment terms of the loan.  The current loan balance is $300,000.  Administration recommends a modification to allow a loan rate 2% below prime that at the current prime rate of 7.25% would be 5.25% to the borrower.  It is further suggested that the loan be amortized over 20 years with a balloon payment at the end of five years.

Recommendation:  Authorize modification of the loan to Gregory & Parker-Seaboard, LLC releasing the equipment, fixed assets, and maintaining a junior deed to 5 West Franklin Street Building #3.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

SEWER BORE UNDER I-540 – MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT – APPROVED

An agreement for a sewer bore under I-540 just west of Fox Road has been developed between the City of Raleigh and the Bobby Murray Heirs.  The agreement is a clarification for the schedule of the sewer bore under I-540 that was part of the right-of-way acquisition for Triangle Town Boulevard.
Recommendation:  Approve the agreement and authorize the City Manager to execute the agreement.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

FIRE DEPARTMENT – MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT BETWEEN RALEIGH AND DURHAM – APPROVED

A mutual aid agreement between the City of Durham Fire Department and the City of Raleigh Fire Department is proposed.  The agreement allows the Fire Chief of either city to request assistance during large scale fire and other emergencies.

Recommendation:  Approve the execution of the agreement by the City Manager.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY – ORACLE ENTERPRISE LICENSING AND SUPPORT AGREEMENT – APPROVED AS AMENDED

The City of Raleigh desires to improve the quality and integrity of data stored in multiple computer systems managed by the City.  As the organization strives to replace older, disparate computer systems, there is a requirement to establish standards in the data architecture across the City.  Previously, the City acquired database licenses on an incremental project-by-project basis which is inefficient and more costly.  Therefore, the Information Technology Department requests approval to procure Citywide database software licensing with Oracle Company to facilitate long term goals of establishing cost effective volume licensing.  Requirements for these licenses are defined by strategic forecasting of the City’s future needs, including but not limited to, deployment of the organization’s financial and human resource management systems.

A licensing and support agreement that spans 5-years with the Oracle Company will greatly benefit the organization.  A few of these benefits include:
· Reducing costs by retiring disparate solutions that are not interfaced and do not allow ease of access or data sharing.

· Providing the organization with database licensing that establishes data standards for existing and future systems at reduced costs.

· Positioning the City to enhance systems that improve the quality of internal business processes, workflow integration across departments, and systems that interface directly with our citizens.

· Establishing a Best Practice approach that has a major impact on the City’s key data infrastructure and establishes the foundation to promote citywide system standardization, specialized technical skills, more secure backup mechanisms, and quality control success.

The Total Cost of Ownership for licensing and 5-years support is $7,836,775.  This compares to a projected cost of $16.5 million, if prior incremental licensing was procured, thus resulting in projected budget savings of $8.7 million over the five years.  The Chief Financial Officer and Chief Information Officer have reviewed the financial feasibility and identified a funding plan as follows:
· Enterprise License cost of $3,156,750: (3) payments of $1,052,250 each with 20% of 1st payment due on May 31, 2007, and 80% due on August 1, 2007; 2nd and 3rd payments are due August 1, 2008 and August 1, 2009, respectively.  Required funding for the first licensing payment has been identified in the current FY06-07 budget.  Future licensing payments are scheduled to be budgeted through the City’s Technology Fund.
· Enterprise Support Cost of $4,680,025 to span over 5-years with the 1st payment due on August 1, 2007.  Future payments related to the enterprise support cost will be budgeted in the Information Technology Department’s operating budget.

Recommendation:  The revised recommendation provided to Council at the table was as follows.  Authorize the City Manager to execute, subject to the review and approval of the City Attorney for content and procurement issues, the 5-year Oracle Enterprise Licensing and Support Agreement in the amount of $7,836,775 with Mythics, Inc., the Municipal Payment Schedule for 3-year installment financing of $3,156,750 with Oracle Credit Corporation for the acquisition of software licenses, and the associated transfer of $1,154,500 from computer lease accounts (70202) throughout the general fund to a computer operations account (70201) in the Information Technology Department for the first licensing payment and a portion of support costs.
During the Consent Agenda it was agreed that the recommendation would be amended to include the supplemental information, therefore the recommendation would be to approve as amended.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 224 TF 69.

STORM DRAINAGE PETITION – 318/320 HILL STREET – APPROVED

Property owner petitions have been received and certified for a storm drainage project involving a clogged pipe creating a public nuisance at the addresses referenced above.  In accordance with the provisions of the Storm Drainage Policy the City of Raleigh will provide 100% funding for projects on private property involving clogged pipes and public street flooding.  The total estimated cost for this project is $54,600.

Recommendation:  Approve the project and the transfer of funds.

Transferred From:

470-9139-79001-975

Petition Projects

$54,600.00

Transferred To:

470-9774-79290-975

318/320 Hill Street

$54,600.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 224 TF 69.

WILDER’S GROVE LANDFILL – GAS PURCHASE AND LANDFILL OPERATIONS AGREEMENT – APPROVED

On December 5, 2006 Council approved an amendment and extension agreement to continue the operation of the methane mining program and transfer of ownership of selected assets to the City of Raleigh.  The City of Raleigh intends to enter into a Gas Purchase and Landfill Operation Agreement with Ajinomoto AminoScience, LLC to establish operating standards and a rate structure for sale of the methane gas recovered at Wilder’s Grove Landfill.  This agreement will allow the City to insure a high level of environmental accountability and continue to be in compliance with air quality standards.  The agreement will be effective June 1, 2007 and will have a term of 10 years 7 months.

Recommendation:  Approve agreement as described above and authorize City Manager and City Attorney to execute documents necessary to implement such agreement.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

ANNEXATION PETITION – WAL-MART SUPERCENTER AND INTERVENING RIGHT-OF-WAY – REFERRED TO CITY CLERK TO CHECK SUFFICIENCY AND SCHEDULE HEARING.

The Agenda presented the following petition for annexation.  

Area Name 
Petitioner
Acres
Proposed Use

Contiguous
Wal-mart Supercenter 
John E. Clark
34.05
Commercial

& Intervening R-O-W
Wal-Mart Stores East, LP
34.05

Recommendation:  That this annexation petition be acknowledged and that Council request the City Clerk to check its sufficiency pursuant to State statutes and if found sufficient advertise for public hearing on Tuesday, June 19, 2007.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

PARADE ROUTE – 500 AND 600 BLOCKS OF KIRBY STREET – APPROVED

Aly Khalifa, representing his neighborhood, requests a street closure on Saturday, June 23, 2007, from 2:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. for a parade and annual block party.

Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

ROAD RACES – VARIOUS – APPROVED

The agenda presented the following request for Road Races.

NC Law Enforcement Torch Run for Special Olympics

Tommy Newman, representing the North Carolina Special Olympics, requests a street closure on Thursday, May 31, 2007 and Friday, June 1, 2007 from 6:00 p.m. until 8:15 p.m. for the annual NC Law Enforcement Torch Run.
Magnificent Mile Road Race

Jim Young, representing the North Carolina Roadrunners Club, requests a street closure on Sunday, September 16, 2007, from 12:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m. for a charity fundraiser race

Second Empire 5K Classic

Jim Young, representing Second Empire, requests a street closure on Sunday, September 30, 2007, from 11:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. for a charity fundraiser race
Autism Society Fundraiser

Nancy Huber, representing the Autism Society of North Carolina, requests a street closure on Saturday, October 13, 2007, from 7:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. for a 5K road race
Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

STREET CLOSING – VARIOUS STREETS FOR VARIOUS EVENTS – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

The agenda presented the following request for temporary street closings.

1400 Block of Cross Street

Octavia Rainey, representing Lincoln Park Holiness Church, requests a street closure on Saturday, May 19, 2007, from 9:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. for a community outreach event
2700 Block of Webb Street
Susan Ingram, representing her neighborhood, requests a street closure on Sunday, May 20, 2007, from 5:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. for a neighborhood celebration.

300 Block of East Davie Street

Ethel Evans, representing the Davie Street Presbyterian Church, requests a street closure on Saturday, June 2, 2007, from 11:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. for the Church’s family fun day
100 Block of East Cabarrus Street

Pat Dickenson, representing the Lincoln Theater and Band Together, requests a street closure on Friday, June 29, 2007 from 2:00 a.m. until Saturday, June 30, 2007 at 4:00 a.m. for an outdoor musical event.

He also requests waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.

100 Block and 200 Block of Dupont Circle

Chris Weedy, representing the Boylan Heights Association, requests a street closure on Sunday, August 19, 2007, from 12:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. for a neighborhood block party.

She also requests waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.

300 Block of Branch Street

Eddie Cobb, representing his neighborhood, requests a street closure on Monday, September 3, 2007, from 9:00 a.m. until 9:00 p.m. for a neighborhood celebration.

He also requests waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.

Various Streets in the Vicinity of Jones Street

Bob Flook, representing the North Carolina Museum of Natural Sciences, requests a street closure on Friday, September 14, 2007 from 6:00 a.m. until Sunday, September 16, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. for an educational event - Bugfest.
Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on the report in the Agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

PARKING MASTER PLAN CONSULTANT SERVICES – ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZE TO NEGOTIATE CONTRACT

In March, 2007 the Public Works Department requested proposals to prepare a CBD Parking Master Plan in conjunction with the Parking Advisory Task Force.  A copy of the RFP and addendum are in the agenda packet.  On April 17, 2007, three proposals were received from parking consultants.
The proposals were rated by a review team made up of the Planning and Public Works Departments using a rating process that evaluated the following key criteria:
Experience with similar projects.

Customer references with similar projects.

Staffing for the project, including number of staff, job descriptions, organization chart, and degree of experience on similar projects.
Quality and completeness of proposal.

The committee invited all three vendors to make proposals on April 27.  An evaluation matrix was created based on ranking of the proposals by the committee.  A composite score was calculated by averaging the scores from each team member.  The results of the matrix are the following:
Carl Walker Parking

Chance Management

Integrity Parking

Recommendation:  Approval for the City Manager to negotiate a contract with Carl Walker Parking based on the evaluation of the proposals, reference checks, and the formal proposals.  If the City is not able to successfully negotiate a contract with Carl Walker Parking, such negotiations should be pursued with the second vendor.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

GOVERNMENT FINANCE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION CONSULTING SERVICES – AMENDMENT – APPROVED

The Finance Department has completed phase I of a consulting services agreement with GFOA Consulting Services to evaluate our current financial applications.  Based on recommendations of the initial phase and approval by the Technology Governance Board it is desirable to amend the agreement with GFOA for additional phases.  The subsequent phases will include the development of Business Case Requirements and Vendor Evaluation; the fees associated with this service total $116,240.  The total contract amount including this amendment is $228,175.  Funds are in place in the Technology Fund to cover the cost associated with amending this agreement.

Recommendation:  Approve the amendment to the services agreement with GFOA Consulting Services for additional phases in the amount of $116,240.  Upheld on Consent Agenda – Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  

ROLESVILLE WATER AND SEWER MERGER AGREEMENT – AMENDMENT #2 – APPROVED

The Town of Rolesville merged its water and sewer system with Raleigh’s system on January 1, 2002.  The original merger agreement was amended by Rolesville and Raleigh on June 30, 2004, as the result of a request from Rolesville for Raleigh to increase their base water capacity from 360,000 GPD to 936,000 GPD (an increase of 576,000 GPD) and their base sewer capacity of 375,000 GPD to 825,000 GPD (an increase of 450,000 GPD).  Rolesville agreed to pay Raleigh an additional $3,325,000 by January 1, 2007, in exchange for the additional base water and sewer capacity in either a lump sum amount or by periodic installments to the City.  Subsequently, Rolesville requested on July 14, 2006, that Raleigh apply the cost of the additional base water and sewer capacity to its capital improvement program debit in Exhibit D of the original water and sewer system merger agreement, since this approach for repayment was used by other towns such as Knightdale, Wendell and Zebulon, that had subsequently merged their water and sewer systems with Raleigh.  Public Utilities staff have reviewed this request by Rolesville and negotiated a proposed second amendment to the Rolesville water and sewer system merger agreement.  The repayment method requested by Rolesville for the cost of the additional base water and sewer capacity is included in the proposed Amendment #2.  However, the cost of the additional water and sewer capacity has been updated and increased to reflect current Raleigh construction costs.  The total cost stipulated in the proposed Amendment #2 to be re-paid by Rolesville to Raleigh for the additional base water and sewer capacity amounts (576,000 GPD and 450,000 GPD, respectively) that were previously approved in Amendment #1 is now $4,905,000.
Recommendation:  Approve Amendment #2 and authorize the City Manager to execute the amendment.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

PERSONNEL – PUBLIC UTILITIES RECLASSIFICATION – APPROVED

Public Utilities currently has a vacant Water Meter Mechanic position, classification #4361, (5280-616, #003664), pay grade 26, in the Meters Division.  Due to more complex work associated with the Automated Meter change out program and the need for more knowledge, experience and analytical orientation to handle the data conversion and operational issues associated with the Automated Meter Program,  it is requested to reclassify it to a Staff Analyst, pay grade 36, classification #0416.  Funds are currently available in the divisional salaries account for the remainder of the current fiscal year.  The Personnel Department has reviewed the request and concurs with the reclassification of the position.

Recommendation:  Approve the reclassification.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

ENCROACHMENT – 10191 ALM STREET – APPROVED

A request has been received from Standard Pacific of the Carolinas, LLC to encroach on City right-of-way for the purpose of installing trees, shrubs and stamped concrete.  A report was in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to the conditions as outlined in Resolution 1996 – 153 and 1) the Owner shall obtain a “Right-of-Way” permit from the Inspections Department prior to installation; 2) the Owner shall contact “NC One Call Center” 48 hours prior to excavation and shall remain 10’ from existing utilities; 3) the Owner shall obtain a “Vegetation Impact Permit” from the City Urban Forester prior to installation of plantings; 4) the stamped concrete raised table shall be flush with the entire road elevations..  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

BUDGET AMENDMENT – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented the following budget amendments:

Finance Department - $175,000 – to provide funds to cover remittance of civil penalty collections to the Wake County Public School System for the remainder of the year.

Fire Department - $1,500.00 – to accept funds from Wake County expense reimbursement incurred in the Citizen Emergency Response Team Program.

Parks and Recreation - $8,500 – to increase revenue and expenditures to access greater than anticipated revenue from prior years to accommodate increased interest and participation and recreation programs at Optimist Community Center.

Parks and Recreation - $20,300.00 – to increase revenues and expenditures to accommodate increased interest and participation and recreation programs at Barwell Road Community Center.

The agenda outlined the revenue and expenditure accounts involved in the various budget amendments.

Recommendation:  Approval of the Budget Amendments as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 224 TF 69.

REIMBURSEMENT CONTRACT – THOROUGHFARE FACILITY FEE – APPROVED

The agenda presented the following thoroughfare facility fee reimbursement contract.

2007 #6 Thoroughfare Facility Fee

Amelia Park, LLC/

Tryon Road/

Priority 2 Project

Total Reimbursement $315,355.44

Recommendation:  Approval.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

METER READING PROJECT – CHANGE ORDER #2 – UTILITY PARTNERS OF AMERICA – APPROVED

This change order is for a net increase of $270,162.

Reason:
For the change out of an additional 6,000 meters in the Raleigh service area and the activation of meters in the original contract that City forces had previously installed but not activated to the project.  It also includes funding for the contractor to cut the meter lids instead of having to purchase new lids which will save the City over $1,000,000 throughout the remainder of this project.

History:

Original contract amount




$1,054,925.00

Previous net changes (ADD)




$165,080.00

New contract amount





$1,490,167.00

Budgetary accounts to be amended:

Transferred From:

348-8150-79001-944


Knightdale Metering


$  23,280.00

348-9397-79001-975


AMR Meter Replacement

  240,342.00

348-9730-79001-945


AMR Program



        6,540.00











 $270,162.00

Transferred To:

348-8150-79202-944

Knightdale Metering



$  23,280.00

348-9397-79202-975

AMR Meter Replacement


  240,342.00

348-9730-79202-945

AMR Program




       6,540.00











$270,162.00

Recommendation:

Approve the change order in the amount of $270,162 and the budgetary transfer.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 224 TF 69.

TRANSFER – PUBLIC UTILITIES DEPARTMENT – APPROVED

The agenda presented a transfer of $115,000 in the Public Utilities Department relating to providing funds for the cleaning of the sanitary sewer main in the Wendell and Zebulon Service areas.  The agenda outlined the code accounts involved.  

Recommendation:  Approval of transfer as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 224 TF 69.

STORMWATER PROGRAM – STONYBROOK DRIVE BRIDGE REPLACEMENT – BID AWARDED TO C. C. MANGUM, INC. CONDITIONALLY

Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, bids were received and publicly opened on May 3, 2007 for the Stonybrook Drive bridge replacement over Marsh Creek project with C.C. Mangum Company, LLC submitting the low bid of $771,000.  This project is 80% funded by the Federal Highway Administration through the NC Department of Transportation (NC DOT).  The City is expected to forward copies of the bids received on May 3, 2007 to NCDOT for review and approval following City Council’s approval of the low bid as recommended.

MWBE participation is 6.07%.
Recommendation:  Approve the low bid of C.C. Mangum Company, LLC pending the NC DOT Board of Transportation’s concurrence of the bid in the amount of $771,000, the transfer of funds and budget amendment.

Transferred From:

655-8248-79290-975

Pigeon House Creek Miscellaneous

$    2,000.00

655-8248-79201-975

Pigeon House Creek Design


     11,945.91

470-8659-79001-975

Stormwater System Repairs


   213,720.37










$227,666.28

Transferred To:

470-8543-79202-975

Stonybrook Drive Bridge Construction
$227,666.28

Increase Revenue:

655-0000-53299-000

Prior Year Revenue



$110,000.00

470-0000-52110-000

Interest Income



  433,333.72











$543,333.72

Increase Expense:

470-8543-79202-975

Stonybrook Drive Bridge Construction
$543,333.72
Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 224 TF 69.

TRAFFIC – VARIOUS CHANGES – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented recommended changes in the Traffic Code relating to speed limit reduction on Finley Ridge Lane pursuant to petition according to Resolution 1990-633, no turn on red on westbound Athens Drive at Jones Franklin Road, valet parking zone, Royal Parking, Inc, at Bogart on Johnson Street, channelization changes on Glen Eden Drive westbound at Edwards Mill Road.  The agenda outlined the exact locations involved and the reasons for the recommended changes in the traffic code.

Approval of changes in traffic code as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 225.

END OF CONSENT AGENDA

STREET CLOSING – 700 BLOCK MCCULLOCH STREET – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

The agenda presented the following request.

700 Block of McCulloch Street

Anne McLaurin, representing her Boylan Heights neighborhood, requests a street closure on Friday, June 8, 2007, from 5:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. for a graduation celebration.
Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.
Mayor Meeker stated he had asked that this item be withdrawn from the consent agenda pointing out the applicant is his wife, therefore he feels he should be excused from participation.  Ms. Kekas moved that the Mayor be excused from participation relative to this item.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  They Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

Ms. Taliaferro moved approval of the request as outlined.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except the Mayor who was excused from participation.  The Mayor Pro Tem ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

REZONING Z-10-07 – RAMBLEWOOD DRIVE – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This request is to rezone approximately 15.01 acres, currently zoned Residential-6, Residential-10, and Residential-15.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Residential-6 Conditional Use District, Residential-15 Conditional Use District and Residential-30 Conditional Use District.
CR-11098 from the Planning Commission finds that the proposed rezoning is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated May 9, 2007.
Planning Commission Chairman Baker explained the location, the request and the Planning Commission’s recommendation.  He pointed out there were some changes made in the request which made it consistent with the Comprehensive Plan, therefore the Planning Commission unanimously recommended approval.  Mr. Isley moved the Planning Commission’s recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 226 ZC 603.

CP-1-07 – SOUTH PARK NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN – APPROVED – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

The request is to expand the boundaries north to Cabarrus Street, and east to include portions of Chavis Park and the west side of Holmes Street.
CR-11099 from the Planning Commission recommends approval of the requested update to the South Park Neighborhood Plan (NP) to expand the boundaries of the original South Park Neighborhood Plan.  The Planning Commission further recommends approval of the update of the land use policies, recommendations, and implementation items as they have been revised to allow the existing zoning and Downtown Overlay District to prevail in locations where inconsistency between zoning and recommended land uses exist.
Planning Commission Chairman Baker explained the item and the Planning Commission’s recommendation.  He indicated the recommendation to approve the comprehensive plan amendment was by split vote pointing out the issue related to the area that is covered by the South Park Neighborhood Plan and the Downtown Overlay District.  Mr. Baker talked about the inconsistency between the proposed South Park Neighborhood Plan update and the existing zoning and the Downtown Overlay District and pointed out the Planning Commission recommended approval with the understanding if there are inconsistencies the existing zoning and the Downtown Overlay District regulations would prevail in locations where inconsistency between zoning and recommended land uses exist.  He talked about the Commission’s discussions in trying to resolve and look at areas of conflict.  Planning Director Silver pointed out they did identify some conflicts between the zoning and plan and they wanted to make sure the inconsistencies were addressed.  He pointed out the neighborhood conservation overlay district ended with Lenoir Street and the community wanted to move the line one block to the north as it was felt that would be the boundary of the original South Park Neighborhood plan but that runs it into the Downtown Overlay area.  In response to questioning from Mr. West, Mr. Silver pointed out the residents wanted to keep the original boundaries of the South Park neighborhood and that is why they wanted it extended.  Mr. West questioned if the Downtown Overlay regulations prevailed what has been achieved.  Lengthy discussions followed with various Council members trying to understand the recommendation, community’s desires and what would occur in the area of inconsistencies.  Discussion also centered around the Downtown Overlay District, when it was applied, how the edges would be handled, portion of the area already requires site plan approval by the City Council and the fact that everyone recognizes the hatched portion as a transitional area, the buffer between South Park and the Downtown Overlay District, the work of staff at looking at all of the transitions around the Downtown Overlay District, how the hatched marked area was treated and the desires of the neighborhood.  The inconsistencies were talked about with it being pointed out the Planning Commission recommends that where this plan overlaps with the Downtown Overlay District, the intent of the Overlay District shall prevail.  Why some Planning Commission members voted again the recommendation was talked about as well as putting the issue in Comprehensive Planning to make sure the community understands what is being recommended.  The Community involvement in developing the plan and the recommendation was also discussed.  Whether the people in the community understood what is proposed was talked about at length.  Mr. West stated he had no real objection to the item going to committee but he wanted to make sure that if it goes to a committee it is to reaffirm what the Community had agreed to and recommended.  He stated the community would like for this to move forward quickly and he feels if the community had concerns about the recommendation they would be at the meeting.  Mr. West stated again he had no problem with the item going to committee but again stated he wanted it to be to reaffirm the community’s desires and he does not want to send the wrong message that the item is being referred to Community to tweak it further.  After discussion it was agreed to hold the item until the night portion of the meeting to allow Council members an opportunity to check with representatives of the neighborhood to make sure they understand what is being proposed.  

During the night proportion of the meeting Mr. West moved the Planning Commission’s recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 255.

SPECIAL ITEMS

NORTHEAST RALEIGH COMMUNITY CENTER – TO BE SITUATED ON SITE ADJACENT TO DURANT PARK; ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZED TO CONTINUE NEGOTIATION RELATIVE TO RECREATIONAL FACILITIES  AT NORTH WAKE LANDFILL SITE

At the May 1 Council meeting Mayor Meeker requested that the issue of where to consider active recreation in northeast Raleigh park sites be placed on the Council agenda for further discussion.  This item was a topic of discussion by both the Public Works Committee and City Council in the wake of the Draft Horseshoe Farm Master Plan presentation last summer.  A specific study of the 15 acre Public Utilities site next to Durant Park was requested, and a short report on this site, as well as summary information on the northeast park sites will be presented.
Parks Planner David Shouse introduced Richard Lee of Arcadis G&M of North Carolina which had done more preliminary analysis on the site adjacent to Durant Nature Park and the North Wake Landfill site.  

Richard Lee, Arcadis G&M, presented the access feasibility map showing Durant Nature Park and the 15 acre adjacent site.  He gave surrounding land uses, transportation corridors, and greenway corridors.  He stated they developed a conceptual plan and took it to public hearing on May 2, 2007 explaining it was an open house format.  There were a lot of comments and people were also advised to provide comments through email.  He stated collectively 122 comments have been received.  Out of the 56 people who attended the meetings, there were 23 comment sheets and 99 email comments.  He summarized indicating 21 of the comments opposed Durant as an active recreational site while 101 comments supported the development of the 15 acre site for active recreational use and a community center.  Major concerns voiced in the opposition related to safety issues, environmental impacts, destroying natural areas adjacent to Durant Nature Park, stormwater runoff from the industrial zones located to the south of the property.  He stated these are all legitimate concerns that would need to be addressed.  He talked about email comments received from North Raleigh Athletic Association which focused attention towards the development of athletic fields on the landfill site and development of a community center at the Durant site.  He explained since a lot of the concerns related to stormwater they had looked at how to address those concerns and talked about such things as rain gardens, vegetative swales, treatment of runoff pervious pavement underground retention, etc.  He pointed out they are looking at things such as an ecotone trail system, open play area, and multi-use areas.  In response to a question from the Mayor, Mr. Lee pointed out the stormwater drains to the east.

Ms. Taliaferro questioned if there is a site plan that was produced for public utilities to use this site with Mr. Shouse pointing out there was.  He stated was involved in developing that site plan and had full knowledge of what was proposed, which was a very intense operation.

Ms. Taliaferro pointed out this property is owned by the City and questioned when this site could be ready and construction started if the City Council so chooses.  Mr. Lee pointed out construction could be started this year, they would have to get the design done but they are very close to some viable proposals.  Mr. Shouse pointed out the work on this site has gone a little further than a conceptual plan.  In response to comments from Mr. West, Mr. Shouse pointed out the park staff feels that a general playground area on this property would be a benefit and talked about the children migrating from the Durant site to this site and vice versa.  He stated the playgrounds on the Public Utilities site are not intended to the athletic fields just play areas.  In response to comments from Mr. West, Mr. Lee pointed out utilizing this could create some environmental features such as trails, etc., to take advantage of the existing topography and features at Durant Nature Park.  Mr. Crowder asked about the utilization of low impact design and what elements could be worked into the proposal, how traffic would be handled, whether all the access would be through Barwell Road and if there would be vehicular connections between the park areas.  Mr. Lee talked about the conceptual designs that were presented and discussions that took place on whether there needs to be a vehicular connection involving Durant Nature Park and this area, possibility of emergency access, orientation of a community center and steps that would be taken to prevent blocking or disturbing any views.  Utilization of trails, safety considerations and whether sustainable eco type surfaces could be utilized on the vehicular surface as well as pedestrian surfaces was talked about.  Mr. Stephenson asked about energy conservation and other sustainable environmental techniques with Mr. Shouse talking about their attempts to utilize LEED concepts and pointed out the staff had asked to use the Barwell Road Building footprint and asked if it would work on this particular site.  It was point out building orientation would have a lot to do with the energy conservation, etc., but explained no architectural plans have been developed.  He talked about the comments of the people wanting a community center in this location, concerns about safety and access questions again pointing out there are some issues such as staffing, operations, etc., no details have been worked out.  He stated this area shines in terms of future development.

Mr. Shouse talked about other sites in the area and looking at answering the community park needs for the area and pointed out the various park search areas.  He indicated the best option he feels would be give staff an opportunity to work with Wake County, neighborhood groups and associations over the next few months to look at planning for a full size community center, maximize athletic field use and look at funding partnerships.  He talked about the Northern Wake Landfill site and opportunities for the entire site, including a community center, dog park, formal and informal play areas, etc.  He stated we are looking at the borrow site and pointed out a lot of rumors are going around about lost of fields, etc.  Mr. Shouse stated Tim Maloney, Wake County, is available to answer questions and make comments.  He talked about the size, how much property could be utilized, his understanding the school system is looking at a prototype building and pointed out they will be at the table when the county and school board discusses the master plan.  In response to questioning from the Mayor, Mr. Shouse pointed out the borrow site would be available in 2009.  The Mayor questioned if Wake County would want to operate the fields or whatever facilities are built at the Wake Landfill site or if the City would be expected to do that.  Mr. Shouse pointed out the County would want to retain control of some of the site, would want the City to handle any athletic fields and, the use of those.  The Mayor questioned if we could have a community center at the site adjacent to Durant Park and athletic fields at the Northern Wake landfill site with various Council members voicing their preference and discussing whether Wake County would control at the North Wake landfill site, where the school would be as it relates to the borrow site and the need to work out access if the athletic fields are established at the landfill site along with the school.  Whether there is enough land at the landfill site was talked about with Mr. Shouse pointing out the borrow site is approximately 43 acres; however it is already graded, flat and there is nothing ecologically significant on the property.  He stated it would be more intense development than we have done in the past but there are opportunities to put the elements close together.

Mr. Craven questioned if the Board of Education has made a determination as to whether the school at the Northern Wake Landfill site will be a traditional or year around school.  He stated assuming it becomes a year-round school and growth continues there is the possibility of loosing some of the land to trailers, etc., with Mr. Shouse pointing out once the campus size is determined we would not look at loosing space to mobile classrooms, etc.  The size of the Durant tract and the Northern Wake landfill tract was talked about as was examples such as the Baileywick Road Park.  The various opportunities at the different locations were talked about.  Mr. Crowder talked about combined services for children, schools, community centers, etc.  Ms. Kekas questioned if there are specific space needs for the various type schools with Mr. Maloney again stating he could not speak for the school system but talked about typical footprints and space requirements.  Joint use agreements that would have to be worked out was talked about with Mr. Shouse talking about the Barwell Road School/park site and the joint use agreements in that location, having everything on one campus which provides opportunities to share facilities but the need to have cooperative efforts and the fact there is a lot of give and take needed to work out joint use.  Whether there is any opportunity to purchase additional park property adjacent to the landfill site was discussed. 

Ms. Taliaferro pointed out there is an approved master plan for the Northern Wake landfill site and that plan was adopted after a very public process and that master plan does not include a free-standing community center because of the limited land available; however, there is a great need for athletic fields in the area.  The master plan did include a 10,000 square foot nature center and she feels there are opportunities to continue the dialogue with the County for some limited recreational facilities but she feels we would be kidding ourselves if we thought this would fill park facility needs for this area.  Mr. Shouse indicated he thought early on the neighborhood group did look at a community center on this location but did not feel it would work.  He stated at this point he would recommend keeping the Durant site on the table as well as the other sites which could be a part of the solution but continue working with Wake County to see what we can do.  

Mr. Maloney talked about the North Wake Landfill Master Plan process and pointed out there was some early discussions about a community center at the site but that was not on the city’s radar at that point.  He talked about the total site pointing out 3 to 1 slopes in several areas, buffers, and methane gas monitoring wells in areas and where there are limits as to what could be done on the site.  He stated however the county is prepared to move forward with rearranging the 43 acre site and is willing to include a free-standing community center.  He stated to do that some of the elements may have to be removed if they are willing to work on the rearrangement.  Mayor Meeker asked about the process and commitment to non-profit groups using the fields, Mr. Maloney pointed out the County is not in the active recreation business, they typically look to the municipalities or partnerships.  He talked about their work with the North Raleigh Athletic Association and how partnerships could be handled through interlocal agreements.

Ms. Kekas questioned possible hazards relating to methane gas with Mr. Maloney talking about how the methane gas is collected and minimum hazards relating to methane gas in this location.  In response to questioning from Ms. Kekas, Mr. Maloney pointed out according to the school board this would be an elementary school as it is too small for other types of schools.  He talked about this being an ideal situation for the City to maintain and manage the active recreation site and encourage the city to continue to work with the North Raleigh Athletic Association stating at this point the County does not have an active involvement with the North Raleigh Athletic Association but does work with the Northern Wake Baseball Association. 

Ms. Taliaferro pointed out he feels there is a potential for win/win situations for all of Raleigh especially Northeast Raleigh.  There are clear positives and negatives for both this site adjacent to Durant Park and the North Wake Landfill site.  She stated we have Buffalo Athletic Park where we have all athletic fields and no community center.  There is a precedent.  She feels we could break out of the paradigm that fields have to be next to a community center.  We have to get away from that mind set.  She stated she feels we need to pursue both of these options in a time frame that would be correct for both of them.  She feels the public would welcome a free-standing community center at the site adjacent to Durant Park but not athletic fields.  She would like to see the City move forward with a free-standing community center at the site adjacent to Durant Park immediately and continue the discussions with Wake County on the borrow site.  Mr. Stephenson agreed to a point and pointed out it seems as if we could overcome some of the problems on the landfill site in the next 6 to 8 weeks it would seem prudent to combine the facilities.  Mr. Craven stated the prospect of sharing a community center with a year round school facility would limit the City’s use.  He doesn’t think it will work well for the City or the non-profits that have worked on this plan.  Ms. Taliaferro moved that the City select the public utility site next to Durant Park as the site for a free-standing community center and continuing negotiations with the County on the use of the borrow site for athletic fields with the understanding all of this would include the LEED construction and sustainability measures as mentioned by Mr. Crowder.

Mr. Crowder asked to make a friendly amendment or substitute motion.  He pointed out he would be willing to take a look at a free-standing facility but he does not feel the Council has directed the staff to negotiate with the County about a free-standing facility at the landfill site.  He stated his big concern is splitting the two issues out.  He feels we should look at a facility at the Northern Wake landfill site with the County and suggested giving staff 6 to 8 weeks to work with the County to see if we can co-locate at the Northern Wake landfill as he feels that would be advantageous to all.  He talked about open space becoming rare, how co-locations provide energy efficiency, etc.  The Mayor indicated that is not a friendly amendment.  Mr. Crowder made a substitute motion that staff be directed to negotiate with the County and the school system for 6 to 8 weeks first and then come back with an option as to the location of a free-standing community center.  His substitute motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson.

Mr. Stephenson stated he shares the concerns voiced by Mr. Crowder pointing out there are advantages in co-locations.  He stated he had heard the County say that they are not excited about managing athletic facilities.  Discussion followed with various Council members weighing in on the motions, negotiating with the County and school system, co-locations, etc.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out the City is talking about a parks bond and she feels we need to have the location of the Northeast Raleigh Community Center determined and she feels that the negotiations with the County would take some time.  She pointed out the County is still accepting solid waste at the landfill and we do not know when that will change and when the site will become available.  The people north Raleigh have been waiting 30 years for a community center and she does not want them to have to wait another 4 to 5 years.  The only way we can keep them from having to wait the additional time is to move forward with a free-standing community center at the Public Utilities location adjacent to Durant Park.  She stated the citizens of north Raleigh have been paying taxes, impact fees, etc., and it is time for the City Council to step forward and build them a community center.  Other discussion took place relative to negotiating a partnership with the County, whether any negotiations have taken place with the County and the best way to move forward.  Mr. West indicated it was once said that perfect sometimes is the enemy of good.  Ms. Taliaferro had talked about urgent versus important.  He stated sometimes we have to do trade off as everyone knows the residents have been waiting a long time.  He talked about the energy and the good will brought about by the Barwell Road site and the need to move forward.  Mr. Crowder’s substitute motion was put to a vote with Mr. Crowder voting in the affirmative and the remainder of the Council voting in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion defeated on a 1-7 vote.

Ms. Taliaferro’s motion on selecting the Public Utilities site next to Durant Park as the location for a free standing community center and continue discussions with Wake County on possible use of the borrow site at the Northern Wake Landfill for athletic fields or other active recreation opportunities was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

Mayor Meeker pointed out the site adjacent to the Durant Park is owned by the Public Utilities Department and questioned how that would be transferred or sold to the City.  City Manager Allen pointed out a reasonable value must be placed on it and that would be bought forward to the Council at the appropriate time.  City Attorney McCormick pointed out the City of Raleigh owns the site, not the Public Utilities Department, it is just designated for that Department’s use with it being pointed out the site was purchased with the Public Utilities money and that fund should be made whole.

PARKS BOND PROPOSAL – 2007- SET; CITY ATTORNEY TO PROVIDE INFORMATION; ITEM RELATIVE TO BOND PROMOTION COMMITTEE TO BE PLACED ON THE JUNE 5 AGENDA; SHAW UNIVERSITY REQUEST – REFERRED TO BUDGET AND ECONOMIC COMMITTEE
Mayor Meeker pointed out he had provided a recommendation on the proposed Fall 2007 parks bonds referendum as follows:

Mayor’s Recommendation:

Proposed Fall 2007 Parks and Recreation

Bond Referendum

Project Descriptions

UNFUNDED 2003 BOND PROJECTS                              $16,097,500
The previous City of Raleigh Parks and Recreation Bond was approved in October of 2003. Since its approval there have been several projects that were fully funded, yet there are still a number of projects that remain unfunded. As a result of the delay in funding for these projects, the costs for them have increased. Below is a list of the 2003 bond projects that have not received funding.
Playground Improvements - Funds are proposed for the retrofit, renovation or replacement of older playgrounds that no longer meet current national guidelines. $878,222
Building Improvements - These funds would extend the life and increase the use and safety of older facilities through the addition of climate control systems, electrical system upgrades, roof repairs and interior lighting improvements. $1,750,000
Outdoor Security Lighting - This project would improve the lighting quality along walkways, park entrances, building exteriors, and other lighted areas in many of the City’s parks. These enhancements would increase park safety while reducing the maintenance of exterior lighting systems. $239,825
Neighborhood School Parks - Funds are proposed to explore joint use opportunities with other entities (i.e., schools) to provide neighborhood recreation in areas where availability of land for new neighborhood parks is in short supply.  Projects might include the addition of outdoor or indoor recreation amenities at neighborhood sites. ( - $1,065,891) [DELETE]
Crabtree Creek extension to Neuse River – This portion of the Capital Area Greenway will connect the Neuse River to existing sections of the greenway system that run through to Umstead State Park, North Raleigh and eventually Falls Lake.  $6,588,721 [DELETE]
Satellite Maintenance Facility - The proposed project is to develop a maintenance service center to be located on the west side of Raleigh.  This facility would supplement the eastside Marsh Creek Service Center, which has outgrown the original designed capacity for the building and grounds, and would improve park maintenance services and reduce travel time and costs in an expanding park system. ( - $3,091,083 ) [DELETE]
Halifax Center Improvements
This project would include the renovation and expansion of the existing center building to accommodate the recreational/classroom/meeting space needs in this changing neighborhood. $2,972,195
Jaycee Center Expansion

The proposed project is to expand the classroom/meeting space to address excess programming demand. $990,732
Honeycutt Creek Greenway - This project is proposed to connect the existing greenway which ends on Long Street just west of Six Forks Road to the South Shore Trail along the south side of Falls Lake at Ravens Ridge Road. The trail is proposed to follow the course of Mine Creek north, pass through the West Millbrook Middle School/Park site, cross Strickland Road and continue north along Honeycutt Creek to Ravens Ridge Road. $2,300,000
Note: The greenway estimates for the 2003 Bond Referendum were prepared in 2002, The Honeycutt Creek project was reduced by $500,000 by the City Council when approving the line item amount for the bond budget. The funding amount including in the bond was $1.2 million. The original estimate was $1.7 million. The funding for the project was adjusted for inflation in FY 2005 and the current available funding is $350,000 for design in FY 06/07 and $1.145 million in FY 08/09. Current construction estimate for this project is $3.6 million
Note: The Neuse River Greenway segment from “Falls River to Capital Area Soccer League (CASL) Complex” was unfunded in the 2003 Bond. This cost has been moved to the section below that covers the Neuse River Greenway
Note: The “Land Acquisition” portion of the 2003 bond that was not funded has been moved to the total “Land Acquisition” request for fall 2007
Note: All unfunded 2003 Bond projects have been adjusted for inflation to be bid and/or completed in FY 2009-2010
GREENWAY DEVELOPMENT                                                                $16,0000,000
Funds are proposed for the acquisition and development of various greenway segments to extend and connect the Capital Area Greenway Master Plan.  These segments are focused predominantly on the completion of and connections to the Neuse River Greenway:

Neuse River Greenway Completion (Falls Dam to Johnston County) – There is currently funding for the first 4.3 miles of the trail from Falls Lake Dam to Falls Fiver Avenue. The total cost to complete the remaining portion of the trail is $26,500,000. Staff has requested that $13,000,000 be funded to assist in the completion of this greenway

(Please see the previous note pertaining to the 2003 Bond funding for the “Falls River to Capital Area Soccer League (CASL) Complex” segment of the Neuse River Greenway)
Funding from several external sources will be sought to assist in the completion of these projects. Examples of these sources may include but will not be limited to Wake County Government, North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources, Clean Water Management Trust Fund (CWMTF), Ecosystem Enhancement Program (EEP) and several potential Federal Government agencies

The Neuse River Greenway contains a projected inflation for design completion in FY 2008-2009 and bid for construction in 2009-2010
Walnut Creek Greenway Extension to Neuse River  - This will extend the Walnut Creek Greenway approximately 6 miles from southeast Raleigh to the Neuse River and the future greenway corridor. Ultimately, this will provide the greenway connection from the downtown to the Neuse River corridor. $3,000,000      (Reduced from $9,600,000 [REDUCED]
PARK LAND ACQUISITION                                                                      $18,000,000


This funding is intended for acquisition of various park sites in locations spread throughout the City.  Search areas and estimated annual costs are identified in the Parks, Recreation and Greenway element of the City Comprehensive Plan. Neighborhood park sites are identified as a priority for Land Acquisition. This funding will also be used to assist satisfying the search areas that have been identified as being a challenge due to size and scope. (Original proposal was $30,000,000.) [REDUCED]
Note: The “Land Acquisition” portion of the 2003 Bond that was not funded ($2,000,000) has been moved to this “Park Land Acquisition” total
EXISTING FACILITY CAPACITY INCREASES                                      $4,700,000
Several City of Raleigh Park and Recreation facilities have reached or surpassed the capacity at which they were designed to serve. Contributing factors include increased population densities and year-round schools. The funding for these projects will provide additional capacity to existing parks by expanding facilities

Barwell Road Park Development – Plan, design and complete the outdoor components and amenities associated with the new Community Center. This project was done in cooperation with Wake County School System and will help fulfill the need for more outdoor active recreation in rapidly growing southeast Raleigh.  $1,700,000
Carolina Pines Community Center Expansion – This funding will be used to expand the existing Community Center to provide additional programmable space.  $500,000
Pullen Park Carriageway Bridge – The funding for this project will be used to engineer and install a bridge crossing over the rail road corridor that currently transects the park.  This crossing will connect the north and south halves of the park and bond currently disconnected park elements.  $2,000,000
Chavis Heights Carousel Building Adaptive Re-Use Project – A current project is underway to provide a new facility for the Chavis Heights Carousel. This funding will be used to upgrade the old carousel building into a new programmable space.  $500,000
NEW FACILITY CAPACITY                                                                      $33,602,500
The funding for these projects will be utilized to add “new” capacity to the City of Raleigh Park and Recreation system by designing and constructing new facilities. The new facilities can be located at existing parks with incomplete master plans and at undeveloped sites through additional planning, design and construction

Raleigh Senior Center - Funds are proposed for construction of a state-of-the-art, approximately 25,000 square-foot Senior Center that may include large and small multipurpose rooms, activity rooms, kitchen, fitness space and more. This cost is for a Center built on City owned property. This project and costs are based on the preliminary drafts of the Senior Center Feasibility Study.  $7,740,000
Annie Louise Wilkerson, MD Nature Preserve –This funding will be used for the design and construction of the Annie Louise Wilkerson M.D. Nature Preserve Park.  $2,000,000
Mordecai Historic Park Interpretive Center – The adopted Historic Mordecai Park Master Plan recommends a 5,500 square foot Visitor’s Center to be used for interpretive displays, offices and educational space.  $1,562,500
Randleigh Farm – The funding for this project is for Master Planning and first phase development of the site. It will provide the basis for a partnership opportunity with several other agencies.  $400,000
Aquatics Facility(s) – Staff has hired a consultant to conduct a comprehensive study of the Aquatics programs and facilities provided by the City. This funding will be used to assist in the implementation of the study results.  $8,000,000
Northeast Raleigh Community Center – This project is an effort to provide more active recreational opportunities in northeast Raleigh. A community center that may include a double gymnasium and locker rooms, multipurpose rooms, meeting rooms, offices, and storage and restroom facilities.  $9,000,000
Northeast Raleigh Active Recreation Partnership – The intent of this funding is to provide opportunities for partnerships for developing outdoor active recreation in northeast Raleigh.  $2,000,000
Lake Johnson Facility – A multi-use facility was adopted as part of the Master Plan for Lake Johnson Park.  This facility will contribute more programmable space for southwest Raleigh.  $2,600,000
Unsatisfied Neighborhood Park Search Areas – Staff has identified several neighborhood park search areas (as documented in the Comprehensive Plan) that can not be satisfied using traditional methods due to size and scope. Funds are proposed to satisfy the pursuit for land in these areas through partnerships and / or utilization of commercial facilities.  ( - $3,000,000) [DELETE]
Signage Package – This package will be used to replace and enhance the existing signage through out the City of Raleigh Parks and Greenway System. $300,000
Note: All proposed 2007 Bond projects and the unfunded 2003 Bond projects have been adjusted for inflation to be bid for construction in FY 2009-2010
Mayor’s Recommended Proposed Bond Program                                   $88,658,700
Mayor Meeker moved approval of a bond package of $88,660,000 (the Mayor rounded the number off to the $88,660,000) as outlined in his proposal.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas.

Mr. West stated he saw some correspondence from Dr. Newsome and pointed out he would hope that the Council would look at that request.

Mr. Crowder pointed out he has concerns about the Mayor’s proposal which deleted the $3 million for the unsatisfied neighborhood parks search area and talked about search areas for neighborhood parks such as the Buck Jones Road area and others which are becoming more and more dense, land values are increasing and available land is decreasing.  After brief discussion, Mayor Meeker restated his motion to approve a 2007 Parks and Recreation Bond of $88,660,000 as outlined in his proposal with the amendment that the park land acquisition item included in his recommendation at $18,000,000 be reduced to $15,000,000 and put that $3,000,000 into unsatisfied neighborhood park search areas.  That amendment was accepted by Ms. Kekas.

Mr. Craven questioned how this parks bond issue will be paid for.  Mayor Meeker pointed out with the reassessment it will add about 1 ½ to 1 ¾ cents to the tax rate.  Mr. Craven questioned at today’s assessment and tax rate how much that will be.  Mr. Isley questioned if there will be wording on the ballot as to how the bonds would be paid for.  Mayor Meeker pointed out it wouldn’t necessarily be on the ballot but the materials and information put forth to promote the bond issue would include information such as that.  Mr. Isley questioned if it would be possible to put words on the ballot about the fiscal impact of approving the bond referendum.  That idea was discussed as was how typical ballots are worded.  The Mayor pointed out typically the ballots do not list the projects, the information used to promote the bond issue would have information on particular projects and fiscal impacts with the attorney pointing out the ballot usually has information on a specific amount and we do not always issue all of the bonds.  A number of motions were made and withdrawn which included moving forth with the bond proposal, reviewing what information would or would not be on the ballot, what would be on the ballot and what would be in the promotional material as well as when the citizens would be advised of fiscal impact.  It was agreed that the motion on the floor would be to move forward with a Fall 2007 Parks and Recreation Bond Referendum following the Mayor’s proposed projects with the amendment that the park land acquisition item would be reduced to $15 million and the unsatisfied neighborhood park search areas would be reinstated at $3 million and the exact language of the ballot and whether it could include information on the fiscal impact would be bought back by the City Attorney.  That motion was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

The Mayor announced that Dr. Newsome’s request would be referred to Budget & Economic Development Committee.  Mayor Meeker also suggested that an item be placed on the next agenda to consider naming or forming a promotional group for the Fall 2007 Parks and Recreation Bond Referendum and he would suggest that Bill Ross and Bill Flourney be considered as co-chairs of the promotional group.

HORSESHOE FARM MASTER PLAN – APPROVED AS AMENDED

The City acquired the 146 acre Horseshoe Farm in 1994.  The Park was designated a Community park as part of the 1997-98 edit of the Raleigh Comprehensive Plan.  Master planning included a public meeting in December 2004, formation of a citizen Master Plan Committee, public input at meetings in March 2005 and November 2005.  After considering this input and other information, the Master Plan Committee approved a Draft Plan on March 1, 2006 and text revisions on April 5, 2006.  The Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB) received the Draft Plan at a special called meeting on June 29, 2006.  Public comment was received at the meeting as well as two weeks prior and two weeks after the meeting.  After consideration of the Draft Master Plan approved by the Master Plan Committee and public comment the PRGAB recommended (by the votes shown below) the following six (6) specific motions for City Council consideration at Council’s August 8, 2006 meeting, as follows:

a. Recommends sending the Draft Master Plan forward, as the original motion was amended (below) to City Council for consideration [of adoption]; (12-1)

b. Recommends charging the design team with the following guidelines when placing buildings to encourage innovative design: a) to preserve view sheds and scenic vistas; b) to use current natural landscapes to hide, camouflage buildings, parking and roads; (13-0)

c. Recommends considering [as] an addition to the park a recreation center with indoor active recreation, and that the facility be similar in size and program to the Laurel Hills Community Center;  (12-1)

d. Recommends the recreation center be sited as indicated on the Preliminary [Draft] Master Plan [November 16, 2005];  (12-1)

e. Recommends including two (2) outdoor basketball courts, unlit, in a location in keeping with the Board’s design guidelines (#2 above).  (11-2)

f. That the Board a) devise a cover letter to City Council that specifies where the Board recommends modifying the [Draft] Master Plan as presented to them; b) itemize the areas that they recommend modifications by showing them in a plan; c) point out to Council where the language in the [Draft] plan will need to be modified if the Council accepts the Board’s [recommended] modifications. (12-1)
At the May 1 Council meeting Mayor Meeker requested this item on the Council agenda for further consideration.

Mayor Meeker pointed out this is an item that has been debated long and hard by many including community groups, the City Council, etc. and he hopes the Council could make a decision on the Horseshoe Farm Master Plan today pointing out he feels it may be easier since we know that there will not be a community center built at Horseshoe Farm Park.

Parks Planner David Shouse made a presentation on the draft plan as developed by the Master Plan Committee and the plan put forth by the Parks, Recreation, and Greenway Advisory Board.  He gave details of the two plans, told of the various recommendations and what Parks, Recreation, and Greenway Advisory Board had added into the plan adopted by the Master Plan Committee.

Ms. Taliaferro pointed out this discussion has been going on a long time.  She stated it is clear there are elements that have general consensus elements that will help protect and secure the Neuse River.  She stated at this point we do not have a lot of money to develop Horseshoe Farm Park; therefore she would suggest that the Council concentrate on those things that have a lot of consensus and get those uses constructed and out there as soon as possible so that Horseshoe Farm Park can be opened to the public pointing out there is limited access at this point.  Ms. Taliaferro moved that the City Council construct the following according to the adopted Master Plan Committee report:

Improve the dam and road access to the park entrance, construct canoe and kayak launches, the river walk, sustainable LEED designed parking lot, whether that be gravel or other environmental friendly material, restrooms, children’s playground and picnic shelters, and refer the environmental stewardship suggestions to the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board.  She stated she feels there are a lot of good ideas included and she feels the Board is the best to look at those.  In addition she feels we could revisit the other elements proposed for the park at a later time when money is available perhaps the next time the Council is looking into a parks bond issue which could be 4 to 5 years away.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson.  Mayor Meeker stated as he understands the motion eliminates the educational center and the community center at Horseshoe Farm Park.  Mr. Stephenson questioned the funding with Ms. Taliaferro pointing out we have approximately $1 million from the 2000 bond scheduled for use at this park.  She stated she has been in conversation with some private entities which may be willing to come forward and provide funding for some of the elements she listed but until the Council determines what will go at Horseshoe Farm Park, nothing will be constructed.  She stated we may have to phase in the items she listed as funds allow.  She stated we have approximately $1 million to start with and staff could let the Council know which of the elements she outlined could be constructed with the funds available.  Mayor Meeker stated he thought the motion made sense and we could proceed as outlined and look at the other elements at a later date if the Council so desires.

Mr. Crowder stated he hate to make a decision on park improvements without an adopted master plan as that would be setting a bad precedent.  He agrees with what Ms. Taliaferro is saying but he feels we have to have a master plan adopted before he could support the motion.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out the placement of the items would be according to the plan adopted by the Master Plan Committee.  Debate followed on the intent of the motion with Ms. Taliaferro pointing out there has been a lot of public debate relative to the education center and active recreation opportunities and she does not feel there has been a lot of consensus as to where that should go, she is simply saying focus on the consensus elements pointing out most people she has talked to very strongly want to preserve as much of the park as possible.  They want to see broad open vistas and she feels it would be wrong for us to put forward a master plan that doesn’t respond to preserving as much of the parkland as possible.  Mr. Crowder suggested a friendly amendment to approve these elements listed by Ms. Taliaferro as the master plan for the park with the understanding any changes would have to go back through the master plan amendment process.  Ms. Taliaferro stated that is exactly the intent of her motion.  The motion as clarified was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

THE COUNCIL TOOK A RECESS BETWEEN 3:10 P.M. AND 3:20 P.M.

CITY PLAZA DEVELOPMENT – FINANCING – BUDGET SET AT $16 MILLION

During the May 1, 2007 Council meeting the City Council took several actions including the extending of Fayetteville Street, approval of the design development drawings and authorizing Kimley-Horn and Associates to complete construction drawings for the City Plaza and Fayetteville Street Phase 2 Public Spaces, etc.  It was directed that the item be placed on this agenda to consider financing of the City Plaza.

Mayor Meeker stated he had been excused from participation on this item therefore would continue to be recused and left the table.  Mayor Pro Tem West took over.

City Manager Allen pointed out Council members had received information in their agenda packet concerning funding options for the City Plaza/Fayetteville Street, Phase II and information on the City plaza design cost break down.  He highlighted the funding options memo pointing out the total project projected cost at design development stage is $21.33 million.  Sources of revenue included $11 million from a previously issued two-thirds bond, $630,000 from the Convention Center budget and $9.7 million certificate of participation issues.  The debt model conservatively projected a $10 million COPS issue.  He also highlighted the other funding options that the Council may want to consider but summarized indicating city administration is very comfortable that funding for this project can be supported as articulated in the original proposal within our debt model. 

He stated it is felt that the project is well vetted, has outstanding stakeholder agreement, the design has been approved by Council and administration feels comfortable with the financing plan proposed.

Mr. West talked about all that has been done in the downtown area by public and private investments.  He talked about the success we have had and he feels it is important to make this project happen.  Downtown has become the living room of the city.  He sees the synergy this project has helped us achieve and he feels we should continue with the efforts.

Mr. Craven questioned if any reduction in the cost of this proposal would drop down to corresponding increase on the ending balance in the debt model.  City Manager Allen pointed out that is correct but not in any particular year.  It adds up over the years of the reduced debt service.

Ms. Taliaferro stated she agreed with Mr. West’s comments and she feels the City Council is committed to completing Fayetteville Street to Lenoir Street.  She expressed appreciation for the City Manager and staff work on this item and funding options, etc.  She stated in her opinion what we need to make sure we fund today and start getting in place is the infrastructure, pavers, and the connectors.  She stated by eliminating the Lenoir Street efforts to make it two-way at this point could save some $800,000.  She stated she feels the Council needs to do whatever it takes to get the basic elements put in place and defer funding of some of the other elements.  May be we could continue to work with the private developers and the private people involved to help with the funding of the additional elements and look at the possibility of dedication of the proceeds from the sale of Sites 2 and 3.  She thinks this course of action will help reduce the debt but we will get all the essential elements in place.  Mr. West questioned the time line for adding the amenities with Ms. Taliaferro pointing out that would be up to administration and when we could get additional funding either public or private.  She would hope that would be sooner than later.

The City Manager went through various scenarios and combinations of the options he provided so that we could get the COPS down to $7.2 million and still build the entire project.  

Ms. Taliaferro pointed out the Council had asked for a break down on the element costs.  She again stated that she feels we need to build all of the infrastructure, put the road through to Lenoir Street, put the pavers in for the plaza area and the other features such as the fancier lighted bollards, furniture, towers, water features, etc. could be deferred to a later date.  We could save as much as $5 million by deferring those parts of the project.  She stated what she is talking about is basically a phasing of the features and financing.  She stated she knows there has to be some lighting, etc. but she is talking about the extras.  Various comments followed with Council members indicating some features would have to be there such as the bollards to delineate the street, etc.  Mr. Crowder asked about deck water proofing, etc. and questioned why that is not coming out of the deck budget.  A representative of Kimley-Horn talked about changes made to the stair tower and told what cost are included in the parking deck and what part was assigned to the street project and how the two are integrated.  

Mr. West questioned if the financing is reduced what the time line would be to put the items back in, that is, if we go with the suggestions as made by Ms. Taliaferro.  City Manager Allen pointed out it depends on the amount cut out of the project financing.  He stated if the Council cuts $5 or $6 million out of the financing we could end up with a project without some of the elements for quite some time.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out we could get the basics in for the grand opening of the hotel and the convention center and work on putting the other items in as funds become available.  City Manager Allen pointed out elements can be added later but talked about the importance of the total design such as the light towers, the bollards, etc.  He stated we have to light the street, we have to have someway to delineate the street from the plaza, lighted towers have electrical ports for events taking place on the plaza, it is a complete comprehensive design and if elements are left out, we would have to spend money on providing alternative ways to accomplish what the elements were originally proposed to do.  He stated the public has signed off on all of these elements; our partners have signed off and talked about the importance of moving ahead with the total plan.  

Mr. West talked about the energy and ownership he saw when Fayetteville Street was opened and it makes him realize we have to look at the whole picture.  Mr. Isley stated when the Council voted on the design two weeks ago he felt it was extremely important to approve the design.  He stated the main concern is to make certain we have a street in such a manner that it continues to pay dividends for all of the investments in the downtown area.  He stated it is the amount of money that is scaring him.  He stated he doesn’t want to do anything that will negatively impact or impair the City’s ability to build a first class project but at the same time he is concerned about the financial risk and wished we had some other alternatives.  He questioned how we get down to the basics that is, get the street in, the infrastructure in and questioned where the squeeze would be.  City Manager Allen explained all of the elements included in the design are critical to the success of the plaza and the south end vehicular and pedestrian traffic.  He stated if he had to say the least critical element it would be the fountains.  The other elements he feels are critical to the success of the comprehensive design.  He questioned if the Council is open to looking at other projects, that is, money that has been allocated for things in this year’s budget or designated for next year’s budget.  We may be able to close the gap.  He hopes the Council will send a message that we want to complete the project.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out we have a lot of master plans for parks that have been approved but no way to fund them.  Fayetteville Street has to be built, it is urgent and it is important as we do have obligations to the hotels and others.  The urgency before the Council is to get the road constructed and pavers for the plaza in place, the first layer of the street down.  She does not feel we would be hurting the integrity of the project by scaling back some of the fancier elements.  She stated she knows we do not want this to be just a utilitarian street but there are some elements that could be built later without hurting the project.  She suggested setting the budget somewhere around $15 million to help reduce the debt service.  She stated we must be responsive to other city needs and we can simply look at phasing.  If problems arise with some element that has to be adjusted, administration could come back to Council.  Mr. West stated he knows we need additional revenue and may be the Council could actively work with the City Manager and work with private industry to see if we can get contributions or secure other resources.  Mr. Isley suggested reducing the budget to $16 million pointing out if he understands correctly and we could still get full build out with a $4 million savings and maybe find some private investment and referred to get some proceeds from sites 2 and 3 and possibly look at next year’s budget.  Mr. Isley moved to set the budget for the Fayetteville Street Phase II Plaza at $16 million.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

POPE HOUSE/CULTURAL CENTER COMPLEX – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA

During the May 1, 2007 Council meeting a public hearing was held to receive comments on a proposal to move the Pope House and development of a Cultural Center Complex on Site 2.  Following the hearing, it was directed that the item be placed on this agenda to receive a report from the Pope House Board on negotiations with a private developer.

Mayor Meeker stated he had not heard from representatives of the Pope House Board therefore he would suggest removing this item from the agenda until such time as the Board or others are ready to discuss the item.  Without objection it was agreed to follow that course of action.  

WATER ASSESSMENT ROLL 1310A – OLD MILBURNIE ROAD – RESOLUTION CONFIRMING CHARGES ADOPTED

During the May 1, 2007 Council meeting a hearing was held to consider confirming charges for water Assessment Roll 1310A - Old Milburnie Road according to charges outlined in Resolution 2007-215 adopted on April 3, 2007.  Comments were made relative to the need and assessment method and Administration was asked to work with the property owners involved and to place the item on this agenda for further consideration
City Manager Allen pointed out staff did make contact with the persons who spoke at the public hearing trying to set up meetings.  He stated he feels everyone understands the assessment policy and no one wants to be annexed or pay the assessment.  He stated while he does not feel staff has been able to satisfy everyone’s concerns, the questions have been clarified.

Mr. Isley stated he had been excused from participation in this matter therefore he left the table.  Mayor Meeker moved adoption of a resolution confirming Water Assessment Roll 1310A – Old Milburnie Road as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

BUDGET – OPERATING AND CAPITAL – PRESENTED – BUDGET WORK SESSIONS ESTABLISHED

City Manager Allen pointed out the budget is the most important policy document and decision the City Council has to make.  He pointed out this year it is a spending plan of about $550 million.  He expressed appreciation to the department directors in working so hard in developing their base budget and supplementary requests, the budget staff, finance staff, budget office and others who worked so hard on the budget.  He presented a Powerpoint presentation indicating last year’s biannual budget showed the FY2008 budget projection increasing monthly solid waste fee by $2, retail water rate and sewer rate increase of 9%, second increment of facility fee increase and continuation of the existing employment compensation program, number of new positions projected for FY2008, no funding for additional phases of the transit plan.

City Manager Allen presented the FY2008 Revenue Budget highlights which does not include an increase in property tax, projected increase in sales tax revenue, increase in the solid waste fees, water and sewer rate increased, the facility fee increases and full implementation of revenue indexing program to offset cost associated with the development services.  He went over the major cost drivers, which relates to employee compensation, health insurance, post employment benefits, ART program, personnel and equipment to staff new major capital projects, funding for office relocation efforts and inflationary factors including fuel, utilities and contractual services.  He went over the funding initiatives in the Public Utilities Department, Public Safety, Public Works, parking fund, stormwater, solid waste, Parks and Recreation and general government.  He presented bar charts showing a history of full time personnel per 1000 residents, provided information showing Raleigh remains competitive compared to Wake County municipalities and major municipalities throughout the state, and presented pie charts on proposed budget revenue summary and expenditure summary.  He stated the proposed budget maintains the credit strength and financial integrity, addresses operational needs, supports public safety and includes a major capital program.

Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to everyone who worked so hard on the budget and suggested that the Council schedule the first budget work session for 4:00 p.m. on June 4 and schedule one each Monday thereafter until such time as the budget is adopted.  Mr. Crowder stated he may have to be excused from the June 4 meeting.  Mayor Meeker suggested that the Council start with the review of the capital budget then the operating budget and at that point the Council would go into budget deliberations.  In response to questioning from Mr. Isley, City Manager Allen pointed out last year’s budget was approximately $500 million and this year’s budget numbers are about 8 to 9 percent higher.

LITTLE RIVER INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH WAKE COUNTY – APPROVED

The Little River Reservoir Project has been identified as a future water supply source in Wake County, anticipated as being a City of Raleigh Public Utilities Department project, developed through a partnership with Wake County.  Wake County agreed to be the lead agency in acquiring the land and over the past 13 years has now effectively completed the land acquisition task.  An interlocal agreement has been developed between the City and the County.  The two primary components of the draft interlocal agreement are to transfer the land that has been acquired by the County for the Little River Reservoir Project to the City and to establish a process for the County to be re-paid by the City.

Recommendation:  Approve the Interlocal Agreement with Wake County for the Little River Reservoir Project and authorize the City Manager to execute the agreement.

City Manager Allen pointed out this item could have been on the consent agenda however he wanted to highlight this project.  He explained the details and the process.  He complimented Wake County and the staff for all of the work in bringing this agreement to this point.

Mr. Isley indicated his family owns property in this area therefore he needs to be excused from participation.  Mayor Meeker moved that Mr. Isley be excused from participation in this discussion.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  Mr. Isley left the table.

Mayor Meeker moved approval of the recommendation as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder.  Mr. Craven pointed out there was discussion at the Stormwater Management Task Force meeting last week that Rolesville still had not endorsed this agreement with the City Manager pointing out that is correct but it would not affect the interlocal agreement.  The Mayor pointed out he understands there is a proposed subdivision in Rolesville and there is discussions and they are checking with the state authorities relative to the extension of a water line to that subdivision.  Mr. Craven questioned when the County down zoning process would occur with City Manager Allen pointing out hopefully this year.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Isley who was excused from participation.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

SENATE BILL 221 – INVESTMENT AUTHORITY – CITY TO SIGN ON AND SUPPORT

City Manager Allen pointed out the proposed city budget includes full funding of the annual required contribution of the new other post employment benefit standards.  He explained how this has been funded in the past.  He explained however the state treasurer has broader investment authority and there is a pending bill which would allow local governments additional authority.  The City of Charlotte has a local bill SB221 which would allow in addition to traditional investments now authorized in GS 159-30, investments in any of the types of securities and investments authorized by state law for the state treasurer in GS-147-69.2(b)(1)-(6) and (8).  Administration is recommending that it be authorized to piggyback on the Charlotte bill with the support of the Local Government Commission and the City of Charlotte which would give these same investment authorities to the City of Raleigh.  He stated the Chief Financial Officer is available to answer questions.  In response to questions, City Attorney McCormick indicated he felt this was a good idea.  Ms. Taliaferro moved that the City of Raleigh sign on to SB-221.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE RALEIGH CITIZENS ADVISORY COUNCIL

RALEIGH CITIZENS ADVISORY COUNCIL – REQUEST – REFERRED TO BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Phillip Poe, Chairperson of RCAC, indicated the City Manager had reviewed their proposed marketing plan and funding request and had suggested that a presentation be made to Council.  He stated last June he came before the Council with some of their proposals relative to increasing citizen’s participation and he is at the meeting today to show the Council some ideas and looking for funding.  He stated in addition there is an agenda item in Law & Public Safety Committee, actually two items, one was referred in June of 2006 and one of June 2007 and the RCAC would like some indication as to when those issues will be addressed.  He introduced Richard Graham and Nancy Murray, CAC representatives, and pointed out we are lucky to have them as they are marketing professionals and gave some of the information on their background.  Mr. Poe presented a Powerpoint detailing the information.  He stated the first few pages of the presentation included information on the items he presented to the Council in June which includes their current mission, RCAC’s 2006 objectives which include increased citizen participation, citizen education and CAC leader training.  Phase I of their action plan was presented at the last meeting and it primarily involves staff time.  It included such things as logo/tag line, automated email enrollment, public meeting/event information tables, RTN advertising, street marketing, distance learning and CAC leader workshop.  Phase II of the action plan talked about a contact system, website enhancements, improved newsletters, relaunching CACs, special projects/events, sponsorship and better marketing of products and services.  He went over the information which included vision for contact system and called on Mr. Graham and Ms. Murray to talk about their marketing plan.  They talked about the websites, pointing out sample websites, presented a multi-purpose marketing piece, the proposed budget, touching on the contact list and compared the contract list in January 2006 and April 2007, the number of households involved, talked about the proposed 2007-2008 budget of $40,000 which includes transferring $20,000 from neighborhood grants.  Mr. Graham detailed the website, the identity they have developed for the CAC and pointed out 6 of the 18 CACs have their own websites and Mr. Graham pointed out we are reaching only 4% of the households in the city and talked about their proposed delivery plans.  Ms. Murray talked about the multi-purpose marketing piece and their ideas about getting that out.

Mayor Meeker suggested that the items be referred to Budget & Economic Development Committee.

Lengthy discussion followed with Council members voicing concerns about the CACs having individual websites rather than being on the City’s website, capacity problems with the City’s Information Technology Department, how the number of households being reached was determined, the fact that it is an excellent proposed marketing plan but concerns about whether that is the direction the CAC needs to take, the feeling that different sections of the city need help with different issues to be addressed and the possibility of a needs assessment before moving ahead.

Mr. Poe pointed out they have $12,000 in their budget and they have been kicking this idea around for over a year and a half.  He stated they are always willing to have dialogue but he feels it is time to move ahead and get something done, do some testing and move forward.

Ms. Kekas expressed concern about the CACs having a separate logo pointing out it is a part of the City and she feels it would be more legitimate if they operated under the City’s logo.  Ms. Taliaferro expressed concern about the direction of some of the marketing pieces which seem to focus mainly on growth pointing out there are other issues she feels the CAC should address or talk about if they want to promote increased participation.  Mr. Poe pointed out it is an evolving process and he feels they should move forward as it is felt the level of participation is declining.  Other debate followed on why the CAC may be loosing participation, whether the CAC is heading in a direction, building a separate entity, utilization of the existing city infrastructure such as Public Affairs and Information Technology.  Whether other cities or groups under the City’s umbrella have separate logos and the fact that anything that goes out from the CACs or RCACs is reflective of the City of Raleigh and the need to make sure everyone understands that, the importance of the CAC, what the CAC is trying to market, the digital divide in our city, etc.  After which it was agreed to refer the issue to Budget & Economic Development Committee for further discussion.

REQUEST AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

FUNDING REQUEST – MIGHTY MEN OF VALOR – REFERRED TO BUDGET SESSION

Curtis Johnson, Mighty Men of Valor Outreach, had requested permission to discuss funding from the City’s general budget and other funds to be used to fight elderly abuse in the City of Raleigh.  Mr. Johnson was not present and the Mayor suggested the request be referred to budget session.

FUNDING REQUEST – URBAN MINISTRIES OF WAKE COUNTY – REFERRED TO BUDGET SESSION

Pablo Escobar, Urban Ministries of Wake County, was at the meeting to request funding for that organization.  He gave a brief history of the organization and their work.

Mary Anne Howard, 313 West Martin Street, member of the Board of Directors of Urban Ministries read a prepared statement talking about their work, city funding in the past and pointed out she is before the Council to request an additional $210,000 which would be used solely for capital cost.  To date they have approximately $4,106,000 committed to their $5.5 million capital campaign with an additional $2.3 million in outstanding grants and requests.  She presented information on their community outreach and support.  In her statement she pointed out they have moved into their new facility at 1390 Capital Boulevard and have begun operations from that new location.  Mary Burke spoke in support of the request.

Mayor Meeker suggested the request be referred to budget sessions.

TEXT CHANGE – TIME AND TEMPERATURE SIGNS – REFERRED TO COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

Paul Stafford, AIA, Ideas Architecture, Inc., representing Highwoods Properties, was at the meeting to request a change to the City of Raleigh Code Section 10-2083.2 regarding the placement of a time and temperature sign.  He stated Highwoods has an existing ground mounted time and temperature sign which was installed in 1985 at 4700 Six Forks Road.  In the process of repairing the sign it was determined that the sign does not comply with the current language of the code.  According to the present ordinance the time and temperature signs when located within 8 feet of a sidewalk must be a ground mounted sign supported at a minimum height of 9 feet in the air.  He pointed out most sidewalks are 5 feet wide and requested an amendment to the sign ordinance.

Inspections Director Strickland indicated he had reviewed this request and while he is very familiar with the City’s sign ordinance he cannot determine why time and temperature signs are treated differently.  He stated he would support their recommendation and would suggest that the code be changed to treat time and temperature signs like any other changeable copy signs.  Without discussion the item was referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee.

PUBLIC NUISANCE – 2324 LYON STREET – DEFERRED UNTIL JUNE 5 MEETING

JMP Family Limited Partnership had requested permission to appeal the findings of the Inspections Department concerning a public nuisance located on the property at 2324 Lyons Street.  The City Clerk reported the applicant had requested that this item be deferred until the June 5 meeting.  It was agreed to follow that course of action.

PUBLIC NUISANCE – 1112 NORRIS STREET – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA

James Lewis Dautremont had requested permission to appeal the findings of the Inspections Department concerning a public nuisance located on the property at 1112 Norris Street.  Mr. Dautremont was not at the meeting therefore the item was removed with no action taken.

MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

PUBLIC NUISANCE COST CONFIRMATION – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the adoption of a resolution confirming the charges for the abatement of public nuisances as a lien against the property as listed below:

	LOCATION & COUNCIL DISTRICT
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NO.
	ABATEMENT

	1648 Belafonte Drive (C)
	Phih & H’Sinh Ramah
	0313834
	$233.00

	817 East Davie Street (C)
	Ransom Moses Scott

C/O Levon Scott
	0062899
	$955.00

	1453 Garner Road (C)
	Pentecostal Pilgrims & Strangers Corporation
	0078882
	$355.00

	3010 Garner Road (C)
	Rose L. McCallum
	0053881
	$233.00

	126 Longview Lake Drive (C)
	Charles W. Brown, Jr. & Janice Cherry

Donald A. Cherry
	0019000
	$440.00

	1109 Mockingbird Drive (A)
	Kathi D. Gilmore
	0096556
	$268.00

	1012 Rock Drive (C)
	Harold A. & Susan H. Smith
	0125333
	$233.00

	800 Samuel Street (C)
	T.W. Brand

John L. Reitze
	0007753
	$300.00

	133 Star Street (C)
	Ruby L. Hodge
	0008492
	$285.00

	111 Waldrop Street (C)
	Lottie R. Dunston
	0019455
	$374.00

	1803 White Oak Road (B)
	Timothy O’Brien
	0063744
	$477.00

	33 Xebec Way (D)
	Brian J. Nieckula
	0053126
	$233.00


Mayor Meeker reported 817 East Davie Street, 800 Samuel Street and 1803 White Oak Road should be withdrawn as the charges have been paid.

The Mayor opened the hearing on the other locations.  No one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of a resolution confirming the charges as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members in the affirmative.  They Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 246.

INSTALLMENT FINANCING – MASTER AGREEMENT – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing on a proposed master installment financing in an amount not to exceed $75,000,000 with Banc of America for the purpose of financing the acquisition of land related to the proposed remote operations facility and financing the acquisition of equipment relating to the City’s two-year equipment fund program as well as Police radio equipment and Public Utilities automated meter reading equipment.  After the hearing if the Council wishes to proceed, it is necessary to pass a resolution making certain findings and determinations regarding the installment financing of land and equipment for the City, requesting the Local Government Commission to approve the financing arrangements and authorizing the execution and the delivery of a master installment financing agreement, a deed of trust and related documents in connection therewith.  The Mayor opened the hearing no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.

Ms. Taliaferro stated she understands whatever we do would have to be approved by the Local Government Commission with Chief Financial Officer James pointing out the Local Government Commission would approve this document and any individually schedules which meets the criteria.  In response to questioning Mr. James indicated the Banc of American has a new product that is very good, it has been tested and we feel it would provide opportunities for the city.  Mayor Meeker moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 247.

ANNEXATION – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the following petitioned annexations.  If following the hearing the Council wishes to proceed, it would be appropriate to adopt ordinances annexing the properties effective June 30, 2007 and a resolution placing the properties in the appropriate electoral districts.

LOCATION
ELECTORAL DISTRICT

Brookridge Apartments
D

Augusta Crossing
C

Masons Glen Subdivision and intervening ROW
B

The Brooks at Maybrook Crossing and intervening ROW
C

Britt Farm and intervening ROW
B

Claridge Subdivision and intervening ROW
A

Dunhill Subdivision and intervening ROW
A

The Mayor opened the hearing on each location; no one asked to be heard, thus the hearings were closed.  Mr. West moved adoption of ordinances annexing the properties affected June 30, 2007 and adoption of a resolution placing the properties in the appropriate electoral districts.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinances 227, 228, 229, 230, 231, 232, 233 and Resolution 248.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

301 HILLSBOROUGH STREET – OFFER TO PURCHASE – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends scheduling a public hearing on the revised project or scope of the Reynolds building at 301 Hillsborough Street with the understanding we would stay on the same schedule as presently exists.  The Committee recommends that the Council authorize the demolition and removal of the existing building this summer at the developer’s expense and also recommends adoption of a budget amendment to appropriate the anticipated proceeds and associated expenses from the scheduled sale of the City-owned properties located at 301 and 309 Hillsborough Street.  On behalf of the Committee Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 224 TF 69.

In response to questions from the City Clerk the Mayor pointed out no specific date for the public hearing has been set.

CLARENCE E. LIGHTNER PUBLIC SAFETY CENTER – SITE LOCATION APPROVED

Mayor Meeker reported by split vote the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends selection of Option A, corner of Hargett and McDowell Streets, as the future site of the Clarence E. Lightner Public Safety Center.  On behalf of the Committee, he moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West.

Mr. Crowder stated he was a split vote pointing out he is in favor of the Clarence E. Lightner Public Safety Center but has concerns about Option A as he fears it will eliminate active use in that area.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Crowder who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-1 vote.

FALLS LAKE INITIATIVE – FUNDING – NO CHANGE MADE; LAND TRANSFER INCENTIVES – RETAINED IN COMMITTEE; FUNDING – REFERRED TO BUDGET SESSIONS
Mayor Meeker reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends no change in the source of funding for the Angel/Copeland tract at this time; however, if a grant is received from the Clean Water Trust Fund that could be revisited.  The Committee also recommends referring the proposed funding for the Falls Lake Initiative to budget work session and to also consider a possible increase in the nutrient reduction fee as a source of funding for the Falls Initiative and other water quality protection initiatives in the Swift Creek and Little River watersheds.  The Committee is holding the item, Land Trust Incentives, on its agenda for further consideration.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative, the Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

LA FIESTA NIGHT CLUB – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA

Chairperson Isley reported the Law and Public Safety Committee recommend the item relating to La Fiesta Night Club be removed from the agenda with no action taken.  He stated the club lost its ABC permit therefore there is no longer a problem.  Without objection the item was removed from the agenda with no action taken.

VAULTS IN CITY CEMETERIES – GORIA CORPORATION – NO CHANGE MADE

Chairperson Isley reported the Law & Public Safety Committee recommend that no amendment be made to the City Code to allow for the use of the recycle plastic burial vaults as produced by Goria Corporation be allowed at City of Raleigh owned cemeteries.  He pointed out in the information received on Friday there were documents from Wilber Arnold Corporation about further testing.  Mr. Isley moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

RESIDENTIAL PERMIT PARKING – VILLAGE AT PILOT MILL – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

During the April 17 Council meeting, the Public Works Committee was prepared to make the following recommendation:

By split vote, the Committee recommends upholding Staff’s recommendation that a 2-hour residential permit parking zone be established for the Village at Pilot Mill and the Capital Park communities.  Petitions have been received from the residents/property owners requesting that their blocks be zoned residential permit parking.  This will be controlled parking residential area “G”.  The request has met the requirements of City Code Section 11-2182.

If approved, add to Traffic Schedule 21-G:

Cedar Street, south side, from Halifax Street eastward to N. Blount Street.

Halifax Street, east side, from Cedar Street southward to Haynes Street.

Harps Street, both sides, from Oak Chase Lane northward to end of pavement.

Haynes Street, both sides, except where other ordinances apply, from Halifax Street northward to end of pavement.

North Blount, west side, from Oak Chase Lane northward to end of pavement.

North Blount, east side, from Poplar Street northward to end of pavement.

Oak Chase Lane, both sides, from Halifax Street eastward to N. Blount Street.

At the Council table, Ms. Taliaferro requested that the item be held to allow for further discussion with the parties involved.  It would be appropriate to further consider the item.

Ms. Taliaferro pointed out this item had been held because there were some errors in the paperwork and clerical errors in the petition therefore she would move that the recommendation be amended to exclude the residential permit parking in the Capital Park Community and that the code entries relating to Halifax Street and Oak Chase Lane be deleted as they are involved in the Capital Park Community.  Ms. Taliaferro moved approval of the residential permit parking for the Village at Pilot Mill and the associated code entries with the understanding it would become effective on July 1, 2007; that would give the Raleigh Charter School a chance to finish the school year.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 234.

SOLID WASTE PROGRAM – CURBSIDE – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA

Chairperson Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends this item be removed from the agenda with no action taken with the understanding that should subsequent issues arise Staff will bring the matter back before the Council.  Without objection the item was removed from the agenda as suggested.

WATER CONSERVATION – PERMANENT MANDATORY RESTRICTIONS – APPROVED TO BE EFFECTIVE JULY 2, 2007; ORDINANCES ESTABLISHING MANDATORY STAGE 1 AND STAGE 2 RESTRICTIONS – DRAFT APPROVED

Chairperson Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends adoption of an ordinance amending City Code Part 8 Chapter 2 Article E that includes permanent mandatory everyday restrictions under section 8-2175 for lawn irrigation by automatic and non-automatic irrigation systems and for hose end sprinklers with an effective date of July 1, 2007.  A copy of the proposed ordinance was in the agenda packet.

Ordinances establishing mandatory Stage 1 and Stage 2 water restrictions were in the agenda packet which are recommended for adoption for utilization when conditions so require.

Ms. Taliaferro stated the recommendation should be changed to have an effective date of July 2, 2007.  With that clarification, Ms. Taliaferro moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 235.

SEWER ASSESSMENT ROLL 1308 EDWARDS MILL ROAD – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Chairperson Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends adopting a resolution confirming Sewer Assessment Roll 1308 – Edwards Mill Road with the understanding payment of the assessment against Lot 6 will be held in abeyance for up to 10 years or until such time as the property hooks onto the system.  On behalf of the Committee, Ms. Taliaferro moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 251.

SIDEWALK ASSESSMENT ROLL 370 – NEWTON ROAD – APPROVED AS AMENDED; PAVING ASSESSMENT ROLL 913 – NEWTON ROAD – CONFIRMING RESOLUTION AMENDED

Chairperson Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends adoption of a resolution confirming Sidewalk Assessment Roll 370 – Newton Road as amended.  The amendment deletes the assessment against 1005 Willow Run Drive and further recommends that the Council reconsider Paving Assessment Roll 913 – Newton Road adopted on May 1, 2007 and delete the assessment against 1005 Willow Run Drive.  On behalf of the Committee, Ms. Taliaferro moved the recommendations be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Craven and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 249 and 250.

STC-12-06 – AND STC-4-07 – CAMELOT DRIVE/ST. ALBANS DRIVE – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

Chairperson Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends the City Attorney draft, execute and sign a vehicular access easement agreement with the Petitioner for the realigned St. Albans Drive from its present right-of-way to Dartmouth Drive.  The Committee also recommends that traffic interruption for the realignment of St. Albans Drive be limited to 7:00 p.m. Friday to 7:00 a.m. Monday.

With the conditions outlined above, the Committee recommends adoption of resolutions approving ST-12-06 and STC-4-07 which closes the portion of the right-of-way of Camelot Drive from St. Albans Drive to Dartmouth Drive subject to Condition No. (19) as outlined in CR 11025 adopted December 19, 2006.  Such resolutions closing the right-of-way shall become effective May 20, 2007.   On behalf of the Committee Ms. Taliaferro moved the recommendations be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and after brief discussion as to exactly what the conditions mean the motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolutions 252 and 253.

SP-85-06 – FRANKLIN STREET MIXED USED DEVELOPMENT – APPROVED; STAFF TO LOOK AT PEDESTRIAN SAFETY IN THE PERSON STREET AREA

Chairperson Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends approval of SP-85-06 according to revised plans dated May 3, 2007.  Such plans include egress access only onto Delway Street and a sidewalk easement agreement for tree grates.  On behalf of the Committee Ms. Taliaferro moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

Chairperson Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends that the Council direct staff to look at ways to improve pedestrian safety in the Person Street area including the possibility of additional on-street parking.  On behalf of the Committee, she moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

POLICE JURISDICTION – CRABTREE VALLEY MALL/CITY OF RALEIGH – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Isley had questions about police jurisdiction as it relate to Crabtree Valley Police Department and City of Raleigh Police Department, that is, how the jurisdiction is split up, the authorities and jurisdiction on their property, etc.  City Attorney McCormick pointed out there is an informal mutual aid agreement that the Crabtree Valley Police Department has jurisdiction within their boundaries and if they need help they call the City of Raleigh.  He stated he knew the situation Mr. Isley had questions about and he would provide a more detailed response.

CHANGE OF USE – DEFINITION – REQUESTED

Mr. Crowder asked to be provided a memo with the definition of “change of use.”  He stated he thought if a business was closed for over a year it’s a change of use.  City Attorney McCormick indicated it is not necessarily a change of use but if the business were a legal nonconforming and it was closed for over a year, to reopen it has to conform to the present code.  Mr. Crowder talked about different examples and questioned if the examples constitute a change of use with the Mayor suggesting that Mr. Crowder consult with the City Attorney.

SOLID WASTE PERFORMANCE – LETTER – CITY MANAGER TO RESPOND

Mr. West stated he had seen a letter from James Rutger relative to solid waste performance.  He questioned if the City Manager received a letter with the City Manager indicating he did not remember that name.  Mr. West stated he would provide a copy.

INTERACT – FUNDING REQUEST – REFERRED TO BUDGET SESSION

Mayor Meeker stated Council had received a letter from Interact requesting funding.  He suggested that it be referred to Budget Session.

TRAFFIC – WHITAKER MILL ROAD – INFORMATION REQUESTED

Ms. Taliaferro pointed out she had been working with some Five Points residents and the Public Works Department relative to various traffic improvements on Whitaker Mill Road.  She asked that the Council be provided a memo describing what improvements have been made and what are still needed.

POLICE DEPARTMENT – COMMENDED

Ms. Taliaferro indicated recently she attended a public safety meeting at Wakefield High School and there were over 200 people in attendance.  She expressed appreciation to Captain Hardy and Chief Sholar for their participation.  She stated there was a lot of interest in establishing a community watch.  She stated that area feels a little disenfranchised from the CAC as they are so far away.  She stated it was a very informative meeting and expressed appreciation to all involved.

TEXT CHANGE – INFILL DEVELOPMENT – HEIGHT – REFERRED TO THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

Mr. Stephenson talked about his concern relative to residential infill standards.  He stated we need to build in-house capacity and talked about the type funding restraints as it relates to hiring consultants to help with developing text changes.  He stated in talking with the Planning Director he found it would be 12 months or so before the present staff could address some of these concerns.  He stated it may be that the City could move forward by focusing on a single-issue of infill standards and let the other issues play themselves out over the 12-month time frame.  He suggested the possibility of focusing in on building heights as it relates to infill standards.  Presently it seems that the height requirements is a 40-foot limit across the board and that may work well in some places but there are other places he feels there would be concern as it relates to the context of the neighborhood; therefore, he suggested that the item be referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee so staff could give the committee a first read on something to address the issue.  The item was referred to the Comprehensive Planning.

POLICE ENFORCEMENT – THORPESHIRE DRIVE – DIRECTION GIVEN

Mr. Craven expressed gratitude on behalf of the Thorpeshire Drive residents for enforcement of the 25 mph speed limit on their street.  He stated the police have stepped up enforcement and the residents are very appreciative and possibly the Police department could continue the increased enforcement until such time as the driver’s change their habits.  The comments were received.

APPOINTMENTS

STORMWATER ADVISORY COMMISSION – TO BE PLACED ON NEXT AGENDA

The City Clerk reported the only item on the ballot was one vacancy on the Stormwater Advisory Commission.  No nominations were received therefore the item will be carried over to the next meeting.

NOMINATIONS

APPEARANCE COMMISSION – WILLIE HOOD REAPPOINTED – THREE VACANCIES REMAINING

The terms of Stephanie C. Garner, Emma Dorsett and Willie Hood are expiring.  Ms. Garner is not eligible for reappointment and Ms. Dorsett does not wish to be considered for reappointment.  Mr. Hood is eligible.

A letter of resignation has been received from Waheed Haq due to his appointment to the Planning Commission.

Mr. Crowder moved that the Council reappoint Mr. Hood by acclamation.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote reporting there would be three vacancies on the next agenda.

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT – REAPPOINTMENTS MADE

The terms of Kenneth Haywood and Mildred Flynn are expiring.  Both are eligible for reappointment, have good attendance records and would like to be considered for reappointment.  Mr. Crowder moved that Mr. Haywood and Ms. Flynn be reappointed by acclamation.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION – REAPPOINTMENTS MADE

The terms of David York (attorney slot) and Lacy Reaves are expiring.  They are eligible for reappointment, have good attendance records and would like to be considered for reappointment.  Mr. Crowder moved the reappointment of Mr. York and Mr. Reaves by acclamation.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

HISTORIC DISTRICTS COMMISSION – REAPPOINTMENTS MADE – VACANCIES REMAINING

The terms of Danny Coleman, John W. Hinshaw, J. Stefan Bray, Esther H. Hall, Curtis Kasefang, Edna Rich-Ballentine and Nick Fountain are expiring.  In addition, Erin Sterling, Historic District resident/owner, has moved out of the district and needs to be replaced by someone who lives or owns property in one of the historic districts.  Mr. Bray does not wish to be considered for reappointment.  Recommendations were in the agenda packet.  Mr. Crowder moved the reappointment of Mr. Coleman, Mr. Hinshaw, Ms. Hall, Mr. Kasefang, Ms. Rich-Ballentine and Mr. Fountain.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote pointing out the two remaining vacancies will be on the next agenda.

HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION – REAPPOINTMENT MADE

The term of Stratos Pascholoudis is expiring.  He is eligible for reappointment.  Mr. Crowder moved the reappointment of Mr. Pascholoudis.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote. 

MORDECAI HISTORIC PARK ADVISORY COMMISSION – REAPPOINTMENTS MADE

The terms of Melissa S. Hockaday, William Schnorr and Bonnie B. Leopard are expiring.  All are eligible for reappointment.  Mr. Stephenson moved the reappointment of the three by acclamation.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

PLANNING COMMISSION – NOMINATIONS MADE

The terms of Jim Baker and Mark C. Everett are expiring.  Neither are eligible for reappointment due to length of service.  Ms. Kekas nominated Nick Pilos.  Mr. Stephenson nominated Matthew Brown and Paul Black.  Mr. Isley nominated Clyde Holt.  The item will be carried over until the next meeting.

RALEIGH-DURHAM AIRPORT AUTHORITY – REAPPOINTMENT MADE

The term of Kim Frazier is expiring.  She has a good attendance record and would like to be considered for reappointment.  Ms. Taliaferro moved the reappointment of Ms. Frazier by acclamation.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  The City Clerk asked for permission to adjust Ms. Frazier’s term in order to get her on the rotation authorized by the State Statute.  The Council agreed.

STORMWATER ADVISORY COMMISSION – NOMINATION MADE

A letter of resignation has been received from Dan Porter.  Ms. Taliaferro nominated Parnell Bell.  The item will be carried over to the next meeting.

TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION – REAPPOINTMENTS MADE

The terms of Will Bowen and Keith Karlsson are expiring.  Both are eligible for reappointment as far as length of service is concerned.  Mr. Crowder moved the two be reappointed by acclamation.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK

MINUTES OF THE MAY 1, 2007 MEETING – APPROVED AS PRESENTED

Council members received copies of the minutes of the May 1, 2007 Council Meeting.  Mayor Meeker moved approval as presented.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

SURPLUS PROPERTY – 3801 BELLVIEW ROAD – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SALE ADOPTED

On December 5, 2006, the City Council accepted an offer of $16,000 from Ramblewood Lantern, LLC for the purchase of surplus property located at 3801 Bellview Road.  The offer was accepted subject to upset bid process.  Advertisements have occurred on several occasions with the last being May 7, 2007.  Terry Rekeweg submitted a bid of $35,500; therefore, it is recommended that the Council adopt a resolution authorizing the sale of 3801 Bellview Road to Terry Rekeweg for $35,500.

Mayor Meeker moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 254.

CLOSED SESSION

CLOSED SESSION – HELD

Mayor Meeker stated a motion is in order to enter closed session pursuant to NCGS143-318.11(a)(3) and (5) to consult with the City Attorney and give directions to him regarding the following matters:  A report on three worker’s compensation cases and other attorney client matters.  Mayor Meeker moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted and the Council went into closed session 5:30 p.m.

The Council reconvened an open session at 6:00 p.m.  Mayor Meeker announced the Council had given advice to the City Attorney.

Adjournment.  There being no further business, Mayor Meeker announced the meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m. to be reconvened at 6:30 p.m. in a joint session with the Planning Commission.  Minutes of that section of the meeting are covered in a separate set.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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