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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session on Tuesday, January 23, 2007, at 1:00 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.




Mayor Charles C. Meeker




Mayor Pro Tem James P. West




Thomas Craven




Thomas G. Crowder




Philip R. Isley




Joyce Kekas




Russ Stephenson




Jessie Taliaferro

Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Ralph Puccini of the City Clerk’s Office.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Pro Tem James P. West.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS

NATIONAL ARTS PROGRAM AWARDS – PRESENTED

June Guralmick, City of Raleigh Arts Director stated the City of Raleigh Arts Commission has as its motto: “Arts for Everyone – Within Each of Us, Within Reach of Us.”  For the last four years, the Commission, in conjunction with Wake County, has been proud to present The National Arts Program. This long-standing, successful program, very much in keeping with the Commission’s motto - is committed to encouraging and developing the artistic talent of city and county employees and their families. For one month, from Dec. 4, 2006 – Jan. 4, 2007, art works (including photographs, textiles, paintings, and prints) from our city and county employees and their families were proudly displayed in the newly named Miriam P. Block Gallery of the Municipal Building. 

Any employee and/or family member is eligible to showcase works which are then judged for prizes by a panel of prominent arts professionals.  This year, we were delighted to have as our judges, Rory Parnell, owner of Raleigh Contemporary Gallery and Chair of the Visual Art Exchange Board of Directors, and Sarah Powers, Executive Director of Visual Art Exchange.  Today, we will be announcing again our winners, and giving out cash prizes!  Would the following individuals please come up to be recognized and accept your awards?  Mayor Meeker assisted in presenting the checks to the following.

Best in Show (Adult Professional Category)

Mary Paul, Wife of John Garland (Public Utilities)

Adult Professional Category

First Place – Holi Hassinger, Public Affairs

Second Place – Anne Waller, Mother of Mary Waller (Purchasing)

Third Place – Mary Silver, Wife of Mitch Silver (Planning)

Adult Amateur Category

First Place – Dan Howe, City Manager

Second Place – Angie Thompson, Accounting

Third Place – Leah Humphries, Daughter of H. P. Humphries (Public Works)

Youth Under 12 Category

First Place – Gabriel Sanyang, Son of Gloria Smith (Finance)

Second Place – Linnea Howe, Daughter of Dan Howe (City Manager)

Youth 12-18 Category

First Place – Samantha Felton, Daughter of Sharon and Al Felton (City Manager & Public Works)

Second Place – Sarah Dumas, Daughter of Carolyn Dumas (Public Works)
Ms. Guralmick expressed appreciation to the City for support of the program.

PROCLAMATION – ELIJAH RAGLAND DAY – PROCLAIMED

Mayor Meeker recognized Diann Kearney, Principal of Conn Active Learning and Technology Magnet School.  Ms. Kearney stated she was pleased to introduced one of the school’s favorite active learners, Elijah Ragland.  She explained a couple of months ago Elijah was at home with his mother who got into medical distress.  He had the foresight and the knowledge to call 911 to get services for his mother.  He stated they wanted to recognize Elijah for his bravery, courage and intelligence.  She also recognized the assistant principal Dermetta Stephens and Kara Massengill, Elijah’s second grade teacher.  She also recognized LaTicia Ragland, Elijah’s mother.

Mayor Meeker read a proclamation proclaiming January 23, 2007 as Elijah Ragland Day in the City of Raleigh.  In presenting the Proclamation, the Mayor stated he did not recall proclaiming a day for someone as young as Elijah but he is sure this is the first of many good things to come to Elijah.

PARKS BOND PROPOSAL – TO BE PLACED ON FEBRUARY 6 AGENDA

Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to members of the City Council who were able to attend his State of the City Address.  He stated in that address he talked about a greenway along the Neuse River from Falls Lake to the Johnson County line.  He stated he would like to get this initiative under the design pointing out it is estimated to cost approximately $1 million per mile.  He hopes we will get State and Federal funding and hopefully the City and the County could join together to help fund the proposal.  He stated a proposal such as this could be addressed through a parks bond.  He stated there are other park needs which should be addressed such as active recreation in Northeast Raleigh pointing out we have sites in that area that need to get underway and he stated there are also other needs that are being discussed such as a senior center and a stadium for St. Augustine and Shaw University.  He stated there are a number of projects that need funding or are pending approval of funding such as Pullen Park and other needs.  He suggested that an item be placed on the February 6 agenda as a special item to start talking about the possibility of a parks bond.  In the meantime he would ask staff to make recommendations of what should be included in a parks bond in addition to the greenway, senior citizen center, stadium, options for active recreation or facilities in the north east area.  He stated to move forward on a parks bond issue the Council should take action by May or June.  Without objection it was agreed to place the item on the February 6 agenda for further discussion.

PARKING – DOWNTOWN – TO BE PLACED ON FEBRUARY 6 AGENDA

Mayor Meeker stated another issue he talked about along with the Neuse River Greenway in his State of City Address was the need to take a fresh look at parking in the downtown area.  He talked about the possibility of having a citizens group put together to assist a consultant in looking at the parking needs in the downtown area.  He stated Ms. Taliaferro had suggested in the past the possibility of a parking authority and he feels we should look at whether we should have some type authority to monitor parking.  He suggested that an item be placed on the February 6 agenda to think about how to move forward including the possibility of forming a citizen’s group of 8 to 12 people to look at the parking issues pointing out the group should include businesses, users, etc.  He stated there is some very interesting parking discussion and opportunities being tossed around.  He stated many people do not realize the parking situations during evening hours.  He pointed out everyone realizes the downtown area is busy throughout the day; however, at night there are parking needs and problems that need to be addressed.  We need to look at something to address the parking needs during the day, night and weekends.  He asked that the item be placed on the February 6 agenda for further discussion and to receive comments or recommendations from administration as to where we are in the process of hiring a consultant and look at the composition of a committee to work with a consultant.

CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Meeker presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion.  If a councilor request discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  He stated he had received a request from Mr. Craven to withdraw the annexation petitions and a request from Mr. Stephenson to withdraw the request for a temporary street closing in the 100 block of East Cabarrus Street.  Without objection those items were withdrawn from the Consent Agenda.  Ms. Taliaferro moved Administration’s recommendations on the remaining items on the Consent Agenda be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative. The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  The items on the consent agenda were as follows.

ANNEXATION REPORTS – 2007 INITIATIVE – RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED

The approved processing schedule for the City's 2007 Annexation Program requires adoption of the official annexation reports at the regularly scheduled City Council meeting on January 23, 2007.  This must be done to meet State Statutes which require a minimum of 30 days between report adoption and the public information meeting date(s).  Information meeting date is set for Wednesday, February 28, 2007 followed by a public hearing set for Tuesday, April 3, 2007.  Upon adoption the report will be made available to the public in the Clerk's office.  Generally, the report describes how the proposed annexation areas meet statutory annexation requirements and how the City plans to extend municipal services to the areas.  Also as required by State Statutes, the part of the annexation report describing how the annexation will affect City's finances and services, including City revenue change estimates will be delivered to the Clerk of the County Board of Commissioners.

Recommendation:  Adopt the 2007 Annexation Report.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Resolutions 145, 146, 147, 148, 149, 150, 151, 152, 153, 154, 155, 156, 157, and 158.

MUNICIPAL AGREEMENT NCDOT BICYCLE PLANNING GRANT – EXECUTION AUTHORIZED – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

At the August 8, 2006 City Council meeting, the Council received a matching grant award for $90,000 from the NCDOT Division of Bicycle & Pedestrian Transportation for the purpose of updating the City’s bicycle plan.  This grant requires a municipal agreement with NCDOT, which has been finalized and is ready for execution by the City.  There is also an accompanying resolution with this municipal agreement.  It is anticipated that the study will be complete and presented to Council in late 2007.  The City Attorney has reviewed the agreement.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the municipal agreement and adopt the accompanying resolution as proposed.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 159.

TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM – NCDOT 2009-2015 PRIORITY LIST – APPROVED

The Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (CAMPO) has issued a call for projects to be considered for inclusion in its request to NCDOT for the 2009-2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).  It is anticipated that NCDOT will publish the final 2007-2013 TIP in June 2007, however CAMPO has requested that priority lists for the 2009-2015 TIP be submitted by April 2007.  The City Council recently reviewed and approved a revised priority list for the 2007-2013 TIP at its meeting on December 5, 2006.  Given that the Council has recently reviewed and updated its transportation priorities, it is recommended that Council adopt this same priority list for submittal to CAMPO for the 2009-2015 TIP request.  A copy of this recommended priority list was in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Adopt the draft priority list for the 2009-2015 TIP request as currently recommended.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  

SIDEWALK PROGRAM PRIORITY LIST – APPROVED

Staff has completed evaluations and cost estimates for proposed new City-initiated sidewalk projects throughout the City.  These projects are located primarily on arterials, thoroughfares, and collector streets, as most sidewalk projects on residential streets are handled via a petition process.  Each sidewalk project has been evaluated based on a technical scoring system which includes criteria for street classification, existing demand and use, proximity of pedestrian generators (parks, school, retail), system continuity, curb and gutter, and feasibility.  It is estimated that there are sufficient funds to program the first seven projects with existing CIP sidewalk funds.

Recommendation:  Approve the priority list as recommended and authorize staff to begin design of the following projects:
Capital Boulevard - Calvary Drive to Spring Forest Road

South Street - Blount Street to Person Street

Barrett Drive - at Six Forks Road Intersection

New Bern Avenue - Trawick Road to New Hope Road

Millbrook Road - Ironwood Trail Greenway to Dixon Drive

Creedmoor Road - Lynn Road to Mapleton Lane

Creedmoor Road - Millbrook Road to Lynn Road

Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

STORM DRAINAGE PETITION – 5604/5608 HARRINGTON GROVE DRIVE – APPROVED

Property owner petitions have been received and certified for a storm drainage project involving a clogged pipe that is creating a public nuisance at the addresses referenced above.  In accordance with the provisions of the Storm Drainage Policy which was revised on September 7, 2004, the City of Raleigh will provide 100% funding for projects on private property involving clogged pipes and public street flooding.  The total estimated cost for this project is $17,300.  Funds are available in the Petition Projects account 470-9139-79001-975.

Recommendation:  Approve the project.  Funding will be transferred administratively.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

STREET LIGHT REIMBURSEMENT AGREEMENT – THE COMMONS AND THE WOODS AT HARRINGTON GROVE – APPROVED

A request has been received from the homeowners associations for The Commons at Harrington Grove and The Woods at Harrington Grove for City participation in reimbursement of street lighting costs in their communities which are served by private streets.  Duke Energy has provided an analysis of the current lighting; the analysis indicates that both systems meet City of Raleigh lighting standards.  The equivalent City cost of a basic system on public streets would be $2,480.90 for The Commons at Harrington Grove, and $2,003.80 for The Woods at Harrington Grove.

A Standard Procedure (800-5) was approved in 1996 relating to streetlights on private streets.  The policy states that the City may enter into an agreement for reimbursement of street lighting costs on private streets if the system is certified as meeting the City’s minimum standards for average maintained foot candles and uniformity ratios.  The reimbursement is limited to the basic rate level provided to the public street system which is slightly less than each homeowners association is currently paying for their system. The proposed term of each agreement would be for five (5) years and could be subject to renewal.  The Standard Procedure requires City Council approval.  Funding is available in account 100-2210-71303-230.

Recommendation:  That the City Manager execute a streetlight reimbursement contract with both The Commons at Harrington Grove Homeowners Association and The Woods at Harrington Grove Homeowners Association.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

WIRELESS DATA PROVIDER – SWITCHED TO CINGULAR – INFORMATION RECEIVED

Due to continued coverage issues with the Sprint Wireless network, it is desirable to switch to Cingular as the wireless data provider for the Police Department. An extensive test was done with Cingular air cards Citywide and no disconnect problems were encountered.  Since Cingular is listed on the North Carolina State Procurement Contract as well as WSCA (a multi-state competitive source selection procurement process), no formal bid is required.  The Police Department currently has 600 Sprint Air Cards installed at a cost of $55.95 per card.  Under state contract Cingular is $49.95 per card per month which should result in an annual savings of $36,000.  All funds for wireless air cards are already budgeted.
Recommendation: No action required.  For information only.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

PARADE ROUTE – SATURDAY FEBRUARY 10, 2007 – APPROVED

Paul Pope, representing the NAACP of North Carolina, requests permission to hold a demonstration walk on Saturday, February 10, 2007 from 1:30 p.m. until 3:30 p.m.
Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

ROAD RACES – VARIOUS – APPROVED

The agenda presented the following requests for temporary street closings.

Various Streets in the Vicinity of South Person Street

Kira Stewart, representing the City of Raleigh Parks and Recreation Department, requests a street closure on Saturday, March 17, 2007 from 9:00 a.m. until 11:30 a.m. for a road race.

Various Streets in the Vicinity of Hillsborough Street

Jim Young, representing the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation, requests a street closure on Saturday, June 9, 2007 from 7:15 a.m. until 11:00 p.m. for a road race.

Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions on reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

REZONING – MARCH SCHEDULE – APPROVED

The Planning Department has received ten requests for rezoning to be held at the Tuesday, March 20, 2007 public hearing.  There may be several text changes and comprehensive plan amendments.

Recommendation:  Schedule one hearing at 6:30 p.m., on the evening of Tuesday, March 20, 2007 and that the zoning tour be held on Friday, March 16, 2007 starting at 8:30 a.m.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

NORTH CAROLINA PARK AND RECREATION TRUST FUND GRANT – APPLICATION SUBMITTAL – APPROVED

The Parks and Recreation Department is applying for a Park and Recreation Trust Fund (PARTF) Grant this fiscal year.  The application requires that the City commit to 50/50 matching funds if the grants are awarded.  The application requires the signature of the chief elected official.

The PARTF application is for land acquisition (6.38 acre parcel in north Raleigh).  Appraisals at this time are approximately $550,000 ($275,000 potential PARTF match)  The proposed purchase of this tract is an effort to acquire new Neighborhood Park sites as per the Park Plan element of the Comprehensive Plan.  Funds are currently available from the Park Site Acquisition General Account fund for the match.

Recommendation:  Authorize the Mayor and City Manager to execute the necessary documents to apply for the land acquisition PARTF grant applications that the Parks and Recreation Department plans to submit January 31, 2007.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 aye.

NORTH CAROLINA PARK AND RECREATION TRUST FUND GRANT – NEW CAROUSEL BUILDING FOR PULLEN PARK APPLICATION SUBMITTAL – APPROVED

The Parks and Recreation Department is applying for a Park and Recreation Trust Fund (PARTF) Grant this fiscal year.  The application requires that the City commit to 50/50 matching funds if the grants are awarded.  The application requires the signature of the chief elected official.

The PARTF application is for construction of the new carousel building for Pullen Park.  Design Development plans for the 5,400 square foot structure are complete, and after construction documents are prepared, the project bid date is anticipated in December 2007.  Cost for the project is approximately $1.3 million ($500,000 potential PARTF match).  Funds for the project match are available from the 2003 Park Bond.

Recommendation:  Authorize the Mayor and City Manager to execute the necessary documents to apply for the Pullen Carousel building PARTF grant application that the Parks and Recreation Department plans to submit January 31, 2007.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

LITTLE CREEK WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT EXPANSION – COORDINATION OF COMPLIANCE – ADMINISTRATION TO AUTHORIZE TO NEGOTIATE CONTRACT

Nine proposals were received for the Coordination of Compliance with State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) for Little Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant Expansion (Phase II) located at 1419 Hwy 39 South in Zebulon, just behind Five County Stadium.

The three top firms are listed in ranking order.

Stearns & Wheler, PLLC

HDR

EarthTech

Recommendation:  Authorize Administration to negotiate a fee and contract with Stearns & Wheler, PLLC to coordinate and comply with the SEPA documentation necessary to continue with the Expansion (Phase II) of the Little Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant project and to negotiate with the other firms as listed in the event that any of those negotiations are not successful.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

WENDELL SERVICE AREA SEWER MAIN INSTALLATION PROJECT – ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE CONTRACT

Seven proposals were received for the design of the Town of Wendell Service Area Sewer Main Installation Project.

The three top firms are listed in ranking order.

McKim & Creed

WK Dickson

Dewberry

Recommendation:  Authorize Administration to negotiate a fee and contract with McKim & Creed for the Town of Wendell Service Area Sewer Main Installation Project and to negotiate with the other firms as listed in the event that any of those negotiations are not successful.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

LITTLE CREEK WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT EXPANSION – ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE CONTRACT

Seven proposals were received for the design and contract administration of the Little Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant Expansion (Phase I) located at 1419 Hwy 39 South in Zebulon, just behind Five County Stadium.

The three top firms are listed in ranking order:

Green Engineering, PLLC/Hazen and Sawyer

McKim & Creed

Stearns & Wheler, PLLC

Recommendation:  Authorize Administration to negotiate a fee and contract with Green Engineering, PLLC/Hazen and Sawyer for the Little Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant Expansion (Phase I) Project and to negotiate with the other firms as listed in the event that any of those negotiations are not successful.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

GREENBRIER WASTEWATER PUMPING STATION MODIFICATIONS PROJECT – AMENDMENT #4/MCKIM & CREED – APPROVED – FUNDS TRANSFERRED
The City currently has an agreement with McKim & Creed for design services at the Greenbrier wastewater lift station in the Garner utility service area.  Amendment #4 in the amount of $155,800 is for services related to the Lake Glad Road facilities improvement.

Recommendation:  Approve Amendment #4 and the budgetary transfer.

Transferred From:

310-5290-72002-622


Reserve-Contingency


$155,800.00

Transferred To:

349-9742-79201-946


Wendell PS Aband/Rehab

$155,800.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 157 TF 61.

PERSONNEL – PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT RECLASSIFICATION – APPROVED

As of July 2006, the Building Maintenance Division was reassigned responsibility for oversight and management of all electrical utility and security system accounts throughout the Parks and Recreation Department.  The primary purpose of this reassignment is to insure the performance of strategic energy management.  Due to the complexity of these additional duties, it is recommended that the Staff Analyst position (pay grade 36) in this division be reclassified to a Senior Staff Analyst (pay grade 37).  This request has been reviewed by the Personnel Department for appropriate reclassification.  Funds are available in the salaries account.

Recommendation:  Approve the reclassification of the Staff Analyst position in Building Maintenance to Senior Staff Analyst (pay grade 37).  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

PERSONNEL – PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT RECLASSIFICATIONS – APPROVED

Within the last 18 months, the Building Maintenance Division has taken on maintenance and operating responsibility for several significant equipment upgrades, as well as additional generators and other complex building systems support equipment.  In order to attract and maintain employees with technical skill sets and experience operating and maintaining complex equipment of this nature, the reclassification of two positions is requested.  Currently, a Maintenance Mechanic I, pay grade 30, and a Maintenance Worker I, pay grade 25, are both vacant.  It is recommended that both positions be reclassified to Plant Equipment Mechanics, pay grade 33.  These positions have been reviewed by the Personnel Department for appropriate reclassification.  Funds are available in the salaries account.

Recommendation:  Approve the reclassification of one vacant Maintenance Mechanic I, pay grade 30, to Plant Equipment Mechanic, pay grade 33, and one vacant Maintenance Worker I, pay grade 25, to Plant Equipment Mechanic, pay grade 33.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

PERSONNEL – PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT – RECLASSIFICATION – APPROVED

The Public Works Department currently has a vacant Project Engineer I position (pay grade 36) in the Construction Management Division.  It is desirable to reclassify the position to Project Engineer II (pay grade 38).  This new position will be responsible for working with the Convention Center project and other project management responsibilities as assigned for Capital Improvements Program (CIP) projects, for coordinating with external agencies on all assigned Construction Management projects and for developing and estimating CIP projects for future City facilities.  Additional information is in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve the reclassification of the Project Engineer I position.  Funds are available within the FY07 budget to accommodate this request.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

ENCROACHMENT – 1210 TRYON ROAD/RENAISSANCE PARK – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

A request has been received from Amelia Park, LLC to encroach on City right-of-way for the purpose of installing various encroachments relating to installing a covered gazebo with signage lettering, fountain, brick wall, a pump and filter vault under the gazebo, up lighting, inside lighting, downspouts and landscaping encroaching into the right-of-way roundabout traffic circle that intersects Olympia Drive and Ileagnes Road as shown on the attached plans drawn by J. Michael Hubbard Architect, PA dated 12-20-06.

Recommendation:  Approved the encroachment subject to conditions outlined in Resolution 1996-153 and 1) the Owner shall obtain a “Right-of-Way” permit from the Inspections Department prior to installation; 2) the Owner shall contact “NC One Call Center” 48 hours prior to excavation and shall remain 10’ from existing utilities; 3) the Owner/Architect shall revise sheet A2.1 of the attached plan to show the labels for “Concrete Sidewalk (Existing)” to “Truck Apron (Existing)”.

Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

BUDGET AMENDMENTS – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented the following recommended budget amendments.

Fire Department – $33,148.62 – to accept and appropriate reimbursements received by NC Emergency Management for Hazmat Regional Response Team deployments.

Inspections - $4,500 – to budget accounts to fund the Probationary Rental Occupancy Permit and Landlord Training Program.

The agenda outlined the revenue and expenditure accounts involved.

Recommendation:  Approved the budget amendment as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 157 TF 61.

REIMBURSEMENT CONTRACTS – THOROUGHFARE FACILITY FEES – VARIOUS – APPROVED

The agenda presented the following thoroughfare facility fee reimbursement contract.

2006 - #12 Thoroughfare Facility Fee

Mitch Murphy ETAL, LLC

Chasteal Trails

Priority 1 Project

Total Reimbursement $20,315.18

2006 - #13 Thoroughfare Facility Fee

Mitch Murphy ETAL, LLC

Barwell Road

Priority 1 Project

Total Reimbursement $73,933.84

2006 - #14 Thoroughfare Facility Fee

Mitch Murphy ETAL, LLC

Tryon Road

Priority 1 Project

Total Reimbursement $278,273.74

2006 - #15 Thoroughfare Facility Fee

Hawkeye Building Company

Six Forks Road

Priority 1 Project

Total Reimbursement $135,856.80

2006 - #16 Thoroughfare Facility Fee

Brier Creek Associates Limited Partnership

Alm Street

Priority 1 Project

Total Reimbursement $206,922.18

Recommendation:  Approval as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

REIMBURSEMENT CONTRACTS – MAJOR WATER AND SEWER – VARIOUS – APPROVED

The agenda presented the following major water and sewer reimbursement contract 

Water Area 90 Contract 51

Brier Creek Associates Limited Partnership

Bruckhaus Street

Construction of 12 inch and larger water mains

Total Reimbursement $96,978.90

Water Area 90 Contract 52

American Asset Corporation

NCDOT Service Road

Construction of 12 inch and larger water mains

Total Reimbursement $4,899.00

Water Area 90 Contract 53

American Asset Corporation

Arnold Palmer Drive

Construction of 12 inch and larger water mains

Total Reimbursement $32,503.80

Water Area 90 Contract 54

American Asset Corporation

Sellona Street

Construction of 12 inch and larger water mains

Total Reimbursement $81,473.00

Water Area 90 Contract 55

American Asset Corporation

Globe Road

Construction of 12 inch and larger water mains

Total Reimbursement $47,979.80

Water Area 90 Contract 56

American Asset Corporation

Sporting Club Drive

Construction of 12 inch and larger water mains

Total Reimbursement $11,424.00

Water Area 93 Contract 13

International Buddhist Progress Society

International Buddhist Progress Society Temple

Construction of 12 inch and larger water mains

Total Reimbursement $20,232.60

Water Area 93 Contract 14

Mitepe Development, LLC

Tryon Road

Construction of 12 inch and larger water mains

Total Reimbursement $38,216.60

Recommendation:  Approval of the contracts.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

E.M. JOHNSON WATER TREATMENT PLANT 50 MGD FINISHED WATER AND BACKWASH – CHANGE ORDER #2/DELLINGER, INC. – APPROVED

This change order is for a net increase of $80,577.39.

Reason:

For additional work including modifications to the Sodium Hypochlorite Facility, additional metering pumps, flow meters, instrumentation and electrical power, electrical modifications and additional backfilling in preparation for Hurricane Ernesto.

History:

Original contract amount


$9,634,963.00

Previous net changes (ADD)


$577,773.15

New contract amount



$10,293,313.54

Budgetary accounts to be amended:

Transferred From:

348-9019-79001-975
Water Booster Pump Station Rehabilitation
$80,577.39

Transferred To:

348-9284-79202-975
EMJWTP 50 MGD Pump Installation
$80,577.39

Recommendation:  Approve the change order in the amount of $80,577.39 and the budgetary transfer.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 157 TF 61.

TRANSFERS – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented recommended transfers in the Convention Center and Information Technology.  The transfer in Information Technology related to the request that the Telecommunications program, remaining FY07 budget, two (2) positions (Grade 34 & 35), and equipment be transferred from Parks & Recreation, Building Maintenance division, to the Information Technology Department.  This transfer will centralize the management of landlines, cell phones, and hand-held devices to ensure that contracts and services are managed to benefit the City and the proper synchronization of all communication devices is leveraged appropriately as the technology and productivity of these devices continues to advance.  This transfer also includes an increase in part-time salaries in Building Maintenance due to the transfer of two positions.
Recommendation:  Approval as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 157 TF 61.

TRAFFIC – VARIOUS CHANGES – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented recommended changes in the temporary parking restrictions on portions of North Street and a no parking zone on portions on Bertie Drive.  The request for the no parking zone on Bertie Drive is the result of petition received from citizens relating to assistance with entering and existing safely into their driveway.  The agenda outlined the exact locations involved.

Recommendation:  Approval of the changes in Traffic Code as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 158.

END OF CONSENT AGENDA

ANNEXATION PETITIONS – VARIOUS – PUBLIC HEARINGS AUTHORIZED

Mr. Craven stated he had asked that this item be withdrawn from the Consent Agenda as his company has been involved with some work on these projects.  Mayor Meeker moved that Mr. Craven be excused from participation on this item.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

The agenda presented the following petitions for annexation.

Area Name Contiguous
Petitioner
Acres
Proposed Use

Wood Spring Subdivision
R.W. Mullins, JR/Wood 
1.92
Residential


Spring Associates, LLC
The Estates of Brookhaven 
Joseph E. Jacobs, Jr./
7.16
Residential

Subdivision
Brookhaven Estates, LLC
Satellite Petitions




Dunhill Subdivision Expansion 
Jeff Akin/Dunhill, LLC
2.68
Residential

& Intervening R-O-W
Recommendation:
a.
That these annexation petitions be acknowledged and that Council request the City Clerk to check their sufficiency pursuant to State statutes, and except as noted below, and if found sufficient advertise for public hearings on Tuesday, February 20, 2007.

b.
That the above Dunhill Subdivision annexation petition be acknowledged and that the Council request the City Clerk to check its sufficiency pursuant to State statutes and if found sufficient advertise for public hearing on Tuesday, February 20, 2007.  Council should also authorize staff to accept the corresponding zoning petition for this site and authorize a public hearing on the rezoning and any amendments to the Comprehensive Plan for Tuesday, March 20, 2007.  This portion of the Dunhill Subdivision is currently outside Raleigh’s ETJ; therefore, Wake County should be notified regarding this petition and corresponding rezoning.

Mayor Meeker moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Craven excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 7-0 vote.

TEMPORARY STREET CLOSING – 100 BLOCK OF EAST CABARRUS STREET – APPROVED – DIRECTION GIVEN

Pat Dickenson, representing the Lincoln Theater and Band Together, requests a street closure on Saturday, May 19, 2007, from 1:00 p.m. until Sunday May 20, 2007 at 2:00 a.m. for an outdoor musical event.

He also requests waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.

Recommendation:  Please see the additional background memo in the agenda packet regarding a possible Artsplosure conflict with this event.

Mr. Stephenson stated he withdrew this from the consent agenda as some comments had been received relative to a conflicting event.  Mr. Isley pointed out he also received an email and some calls concerning this item relating to a conflicting event.  He stated he understands the Band Together group has already done their advertising, has their band booked, etc.  He stated he is not sure there would be that much overlap and questioned if there is a possibility that the street closing could be delayed some.  In response to questioning, City Manager Allen pointed out the request for the closing hours probably came from the applicant.  He stated the Downtown Events Task Force indicated they had looked at it very carefully and do not feel there will be significant overlap.  He stated he understands Artsplosure personnel are concerned but it is felt by the Downtown Events Task Force that both events could be supported at the same time.  He stated may be we could talk to the Lincoln Theatre and Band Together about leaving the street open as long as possible.

Mr. Isley stated it is wonderful that we have two events such as this occurring in the downtown area at the same time.  Mr. Crowder agreed pointing out it is fabulous to get events downtown but he thought we had an entity in place that would schedule the events and make sure we do not have overlaps.  City Manager Allen pointed out the city did set up the Downtown Events Task Force to do just that.  He stated we are hoping there will be more and more events downtown and the Task Force is keeping a master schedule.  He stated we still do not have an entity in place that is charged with creating new events and programs.  There is some money in the budget for programming but there is no specific lead designated.  Mr. Crowder stated he hopes the group will avoid such events in the future.  Mr. West stated he is liaison to the Downtown Raleigh Alliance and they are working on more events for the Downtown scheduling, etc. and there may be a need for the Council to get some feedback on whether they need additional resources, etc.  City Manager Allen stated in his view the Downtown Events Task Force process worked perfectly.  They saw a conflict notified all involved and the Task Force feels that both events can be supported.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the request but asked Administration to check with the group requesting the street closing to see if they can leave it open as long as possible.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out the City welcomes all events downtown and we have to be careful not to take sides with any particular group.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Meeker presented the Planning Commission Consent Agenda indicating it would be handled in the same manner as the regular consent agenda.  He stated a request has been received from Mr. West to withdraw the street name change – Cannon Ridge Drive.  Without objection that item was withdrawn from the Planning Commission Consent Agenda.  Mr. Crowder moved the Planning Commission’s recommendations on the remaining items be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  The items on the Planning Commission Consent Agenda were as follows:

REZONING Z-9-06 – SIX FORKS ROAD – REQUEST FOR WAIVER OF TWO-YEAR WAITING PERIOD – APPROVED

This is a request for a waiver of the 2-year waiting period on 1.5 acres denied for rezoning from Residential-4 to Shopping Center Conditional Use District.  The rezoning, Z-9-06, was heard at public hearing in January, 2006 and denied on March 7, 2006.  The request is to allow submittal of an Office & Institution-1 Conditional Use District rezoning petition.

CR-11065 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

CP-9-06 – LAKE PRESERVATION – APPROVED – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This request is to adopt an amendment to the Stormwater Management Plan of the Comprehensive Plan to include the Lake Preservation policies as recommended by the Stormwater Management Commission for the 16 drainage basins within the City of Raleigh.

CR-11066 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 160.

S-78-06 – YARBOROUGH STREET TOWNHOMES – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

This request is to approve 39-townhomes on a 4.26 acre site, zoned Residential-10 Conditional Use District.  The overall residential density is 9.15 units per acre.  This townhouse plan requires Planning Commission approval, in accordance with section 10-2103(h) and 10-2132,2, because the applicant requests alternate design approval for the required townhouse side yard building setbacks for units 4 & 5 and 6 & & 7.

CR-11067 from the Planning Commission recommends approval with conditions.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  

END OF PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA

SNC-4-06 – CANNON RIDGE DRIVE – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

This request is to approve a street name change from Cannon Ridge Drive to Heritage Manor Drive, pursuant to Standard Procedure 900-9(D) regarding less than 100% property owner approval of non-duplicative street name.

CR-11068 from the Planning Commission recommends that this item be forwarded to City Council for action changing the name to Heritage Manor Drive; and that this name change be made effective February 28, 2007.

Mr. West asked about the exact location.  Planning Commission Chairman Baker explained the location and read from the certified recommendation.  Mr. West moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 161.

REZONING Z-58-06 – HOPE STREET – REFERRED TO THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

This request is to rezone approximately 0.37 acre, currently zoned Residential-20.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Office and Institution-1 Conditional Use.

CR-11069 from the Planning Commission finds that this request is not fully consistent with the Comprehensive Plan.  However, based on the Findings and Reasons, the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated January 3, 2007.

Planning Commission Chairman Baker read the CR and explained this request involves a small lot which has been used for a number of years as an eye doctor’s office.  It is behind North Hall.  He stated the comprehensive plan talks about professional use in this area however there is a policy boundary line and this property is outside the area that is designated for professional use.  He pointed out, in other words, the Comprehensive Plan spoke to allowing this use but the policy boundary line excludes it.  He stated there was work with the neighborhood and the neighborhood wants the policy boundary line to stay where it is as they fear moving it to include this property would open up the area.  Planning Director Silver pointed out the staff did find that the request is not consistent with the comprehensive plan but the Planning Commission felt based on the findings and reasons listed in the CR they would recommend approval.  Mr. Stephenson indicated there is some history on this item and area and he would prefer to look at it in the Comprehensive Planning Committee.  Mayor Meeker stated without objection the item would be referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee and hopefully they could report back in February.

CP-1-06 – SOUTHWEST DISTRICT PLAN UPDATE – REFERRED TO THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

This request is to approve an amendment to the Raleigh Comprehensive Plan, replacing the existing Southwest District Plan, Method small area plan and Centennial Campus/Dorothea Dix small area plan with updated text and maps, adding the Mission Valley small area plan, and amending the Southern Gateway corridor plan and the Arena small area plan.

CR-11070 from the Planning Commission recommends approval as revised.  Planning Commission Chairman Baker explained the location and the area this update covers.  He stated this has been a long time coming as the update has been in the works for several years.  There were a number of small area plans in the area all of which have been incorporated into his update.  He talked about the people who were involved in the work including NCSU representatives.

Mr. Crowder pointed out obviously this is in District D and he would like to put it in the Comprehensive Planning Committee for one last look.  Without objection the item was referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee.

SP-111-04 – PIT STOP AUTOSPA – REFERRED TO THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

This request is to approve a 3,673 square foot car wash facility with six-self service bays (one of which may be converted to automatic) and one automatic wash bay located on a 1.4 acre parcel zoned Thoroughfare District Conditional Use District and Reservoir Watershed Protection Area Overlay District.  This site is located within 100 feet from the property line of a residential use and is subject to the conditions of approval specified in code section 10-2072 (b).
CR-11071 from the Planning Commission recommends approval with conditions.

Planning Commission Chairman Baker explained the location, use, current zoning and why the item was before the City Council.  He stated car wash facilities are always of interest to the surrounding neighborhoods.  He pointed out a new ordinance had been developed setting higher criteria for car wash facilities and this request meets the ordinance.

Mayor Meeker pointed out he had received several emails of concern relative to this issue and asked if the Comprehensive Planning Committee would like to look at the issue.  Without objection the item was referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee.

SPECIAL ITEMS

HILLSBOROUGH STREET ROUNDABOUTS – PHASE 1 – 25% DESIGN – TO BE PLACED ON FEBRUARY 6 AGENDA AS A SPECIAL ITEM

During the November 7, 2006 Council meeting, representatives of Kimley-Horn and Associates presented their 25% preliminary design and requested direction on which design alternative to carry forward to the 100% design.  The presentation related to the Hillsborough Street Roundabouts, Phase 1, from Gardner Street to Logan Court (project A) and from Enterprise Street to Oberlin Road (project B).  It was directed that the item be placed on the November 21 agenda to receive additional information from staff, NCSU and the Hillsborough Street Partnership.  During the November 21 Council meeting, questions were answered and more questions presented and it was directed that the item be placed on the December 5 Council agenda for further consideration.  During the December 5 meeting additional questions were presented and it was directed that the item be placed on the January 9, 2007 agenda to receive additional information and consider what direction to take.

At the January 9, 2007 Council meeting it was directed that the item be placed on this agenda for further consideration.

Mayor Meeker stated this is not a public hearing but representatives of the North Carolina State Student Government Association are in the ordinance and as a point of personal privilege he would like to allow them to make a quick presentation.

S. Will Quick, Student Body President, NCSU, indicated that group had provided Council members with a packet of information.  He stated they are very much in support of the roundabouts pointing out the benefits of the revitalization to Hillsborough Street are numerous and diverse including pedestrian safety, etc.  He indicated many of the students feel that Hillsborough Street in this area is a dead street and would like to see the plan move forward to make it safer and more traffic and parking friendly.  They would like to see businesses come in to serve the area.  

Mayor Meeker pointed out the City has received an out pouring of support from the area.  He stated however Ms. Kekas had asked for additional information and he understands that information is not available as yet.  Planning Director Silver indicated they hope to have the information ready by the next Council meeting.

Ms. Kekas expressed appreciation to the staff for the information that was provided and talked about the information and photographs on the Harbor roundabout in Annapolis Maryland pointing out she is very familiar with that area.  She stated she knows that is successful and while it is similar it is not quite what we are talking about for Hillsborough Street.  She stated she looks forward to receiving the information from the Planning Department, Utilities and Transportation which is being developed.  Mr. West questioned what type information is being developed with Planning Director Silver pointing out they are reviewing the 2001 feasibility study, looking at the revitalization plan look at the economic viability, the components that are involved and provide that information based on roundabouts versus the traditional development.  He stated the Public Works Department, Planning Department, Urban Design will be involved.

Mayor Meeker stated he looks forward to receiving the information.  He talked about the roundabouts in the city, the benefits to economic development, and his support of the plan.

Mr. Crowder talked about the participation and support for this one piece that is the roundabouts on Hillsborough Street and how that plays into the economic development.  It is just one piece of the economic development of the area.  He talked about those involved including the university, students, faculty, adjoining neighborhood and businesses and the overwhelming support.  He talked about this piece being vital to the economic development of the area again pointing out this is one piece that has had overwhelming support.  He pointed out while he is not voicing support for tax increment financing but as we venture into that discussion, he called on the Council to keep in mind that this is an area that could certainly be a candidate for utilizing tax incremental financing.

Mr. Stephenson talked to the work of Kimley-Horn pointing out they have worked long and hard, have answered all of the questions and talked about the support from the university businesses and the neighborhoods.  He stated he looks forward to having this additional economic development analysis.

It was agreed to place the item on the February 6 agenda to receive further information.

LOITERING REGULATIONS – PILOT DRUG MARKET INITIATIVE – INFORMATION RECEIVED

Major Rick Grayson recognized other participants in this program and pointed out from a law enforcement standpoint this is one of the best programs he has seen.  Everyone seems excited about it, a lot of work has been done and he feels this type program will go a long way.  Mayor Grayson presented the following prepared statement.

With funding provided by Council and other resources the Raleigh Police Department has partnered with the community and numerous other organizations to initiate a drug market pilot project based on the highly successful High Point model.

 

This new approach has a record of improving many aspects of neighborhood life as it takes apart a dangerous street-level drug market. And it includes meaningful assistance for non-violent offenders to help them turn their lives around.

 

An area bordered by Garner Road on the east, Hoke Street on the south, Wilmington Street on the west, and Martin Luther King Boulevard on the north will serve as the first location for this approach.  
 

There were many good candidate areas — and plans are being made to select future locations based on the lessons learned during the pilot project.  Each of the candidate sites share certain characteristics including:

· Active community involvement in finding solutions to stopping crime and violence

· Dialogue between community members and the police

· Active business and property owners interested in participating

· Responsiveness by council members to concerns

· Concern for the lost potential of offenders who are often young and risk the downward spiral of arrests, convictions and incarcerations, followed by difficulty finding jobs as convicted felons

· Existing public and private investments in the areas to make improvements

But they also share:
· The presence of violent crime and frequent arrests related to street drug market activity

· Reports of shots being fired

· High calls-for-service volumes

· Recovered firearms

  

You have been provided information that outlines the various aspects of this 3-phase project and includes an update detailing where we are with it.

 
I will take particular note of a community rally held at the Chavis Community Center on December 7th.  Over 160 community members and service providers were in attendance.  Brad Thompson, co-chair of the Southeast Raleigh Assembly, presided over the meeting and Councilor West assisted with the community dialogue portion. We are grateful to each of them for their help and support.

 

After hearing from speakers, the meeting participants unanimously agreed that the strategy discussed will move our city in the right direction towards eliminating street level dealing and the violence associated with it.

To help the non-violent offenders, teams comprised of members of the clergy, community and RPD are personally going to the homes of these offenders and their families to offer them a chance to turn around their lives.   These teams have made 19 home visits so far.  During the home visits, many family members expressed relief and gratitude for the sincere help offered.

 

Also, this past Saturday, the community and the Department launched a series of community gatherings to be held at the Raleigh Safety Club. The purpose of the gatherings is to further unite and involve the community and to further build a base of support for the offenders who will be participating in the program and their families.  Outreach workers went door-to-door to meet residents and encourage them to attend and to participate in a safe and meaningful way.  

 

As a matter of fact, of the 60 people attending Saturday’s gathering, family members of three offenders who will be extended an opportunity to participate in the program were in attendance. And it also included a young man who was there because he had heard about the project and wanted help in getting away from the drug life.

 

It’s stories like that among other things that have the Raleigh Police Department and the community very excited about the prospects for this project, and we’re all doing everything we can do to ensure its success.

 

In addition to the Police Department, community residents and property owners those involved with and supporting the project include: 
· The Southeast Raleigh Assembly’s Executive Committee and Public Safety Issue Team

· The Triangle Lost Generation Task Force

· The Wake County Gang Prevention Task Force

· The Wake County District Attorney’s Office

· The Wake County Public Defender’s Office

· The U.S. Attorney’s Office

· Wake County Human Services

Providing community mobilization and case management services:

· Mount Pleasant Worship and Outreach Center

· Chance 4 Change

· Triangle Lost Generation Taskforce & Passage Home

 

Due to the stage we’re at with some of the law enforcement elements of the project, it would be best not to go into too many timeline details, but I can tell you that you can look for significant developments to take place over the next month.

 

I’ll repeat that we know from our frequent interactions with the community that other neighborhoods are interested in having this project, and our plan is to move forward in other areas using what we learn from the pilot.

 

We thank you for your continuing support and will continue to keep you and the community abreast of developments as we progress.   
Mayor Meeker stated it looks like this program is off to a good start and asked Major Grayson and Administration to keep the Council advised if there is anything the Council needs to do.  Mr. Crowder questioned the follow-up on the program, that is, to see if there are repeat offenders, etc.  Kristen Rosselli indicated the contract we have is for 12 months.  She stated they may be coming back to ask for an extension explaining it has been a very positive response thus far.  Mr. Stephenson stated the City owes a great deal to the City of High Point pointing out we modeled the program after theirs and it has been a huge ongoing success.  Mr. West talked about this being a totally new and innovative approach pointing out he is glad the police started thinking outside the box.  He stated when this program first came about he was a little reluctant because of the number of programs we already are involved in but he feels this is a successful approach and hopes that we will be able to move into other zones as well.  He talked about Octavia Raineys’ efforts and pointed out we must continue to do everything we can to strengthen and build families and when we get an offender on the right track that is moving in that direction.  He stated this program does have the support of the community.  The comments were received.

TREE CONSERVATION ORDINANCE – POSSIBLE AMENDMENTS – TREE TASK FORCE TO BE RECONSTITUTED

A public hearing was held during the January 9, 2007, Council meeting, to receive comments from Administration and the public on how the tree ordinance is working.  At the end of the hearing, it was directed that the item be placed on this agenda to consider how to proceed from this point and to consider reconstitution of the Tree Conservation Task Force.

Mayor Meeker pointed out following the public hearing on January 9th he mentioned the possibility of the Tree Task Force being reconstituted and asked Mr. Craven if he and other members of the Task Force would like to get together.  David Brown, Chairperson of the Tree Task Force, pointed out at the end there were about 10 members who were actively participating.  He stated he feels 8 or 9 of those former members will be willing to help and give the Tree Ordinance a review.

Ms. Taliaferro talked about individual homeowner doing renovations, etc.  She stated the City attempted to build in alternate means of compliance and talked about the Lake Wheeler case which was discussed at the public hearing.  She stated may be that part of the ordinance is too cumbersome or complicated and that is one thing that should be studied.  Mr. Crowder talked about the Lake Wheeler case pointing out part of the problem there is that the property is in the watershed and he feels those restrictions impacted the construction of the home more than the tree ordinance.  Mayor Meeker moved that the Council reconstitute the members of the Tree Task Force who were active at the end of the process and have them to look at the comments and recommendations and report back.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote and stated hopefully the Task Force could report back in 3 or 4 months.  David Brown stated hopefully the report would come back sooner.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

VALET PARKING – ORDINANCE ADOPTED TO BECOME EFFECTIVE MARCH 1, 2007; LICENSE AND FEE ESTABLISHED

With the recent surge of development in the Central Business District (CBD), valet parking has become a poplar service offered at several locations during the evening hours.  Presently this service is not regulated in any way.  Most large cities regulate valet service that occurs within the public right-of-way.

Working with the Public Works Department, the City Attorney has drafted an ordinance that is designed to

Protect citizens in the public right-of-way
Ensure traffic safety
Allow emergency services proper navigation room
Accommodate restaurant growth in CBD and impact to other businesses
Provide standards and clear guidelines for operating valet services in Raleigh
Any business operating, or wishing to operate, valet services in the public-right-of-way would be required to comply with the ordinance.  A copy of the ordinance was in the agenda packet.
Recommendation:  Approve.

City Manager Allen pointed out valet parking is becoming a busy activity and at this point it is an unregulated use of public streets; therefore, it has been suggested that we develop an ordinance regulating valet parking.  In response to questioning, City Attorney McCormick indicated the ordinance the Council received in their agenda packet is ready to move forward.  He stated in addition to adoption of the ordinance the Council could lay out rules that in order to operate a valet parking business, one must have an annual privilege license and he would suggest that be a $50 fee.  In addition the organization would need a one-time permit from the Public Works Department and he suggests the cost of that permit be set at $250 and in about six months to a year ask the Public Works Department to provide a report on whether this allows them to break even cost wise.  The third suggestion is in order to give everyone an opportunity to get license and permit, etc. make the ordinance effect March 1, 2007.

Mr. Craven questioned if valet parking is ancillary to a particular business and is run by that business if it would require a separate permit.  City Manager Allen pointed out under the proposal it would require a separate permit that is why it has been suggested that the license fee be very low as many of these valet parking groups are ancillary to a business.  Mr. Crowder moved approval of the ordinance as submitted as well as the annual privilege license and fee and the $250 one time permit from the Public Works Department.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 159.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE ARTS COMMISSION

CHANDELIER ART PROJECT – PROPOSAL FOR BOYLAN HEIGHTS BRIDGE – REFERRED TO ARTS COMMISSION FOR DEVELOPING A PROPOSAL

Beth Yerxa, Chair of Arts Commission will make a report and recommendation about the chandelier art project designed by Cork Marcheschi.  The Boylan Heights Neighborhood Association has requested that the (Cork designed) Chandeliers be placed at the ends of the Boylan Heights Bridge.  The Commission supports this request and also recommends that the chandeliers be placed on the Boylan Heights Bridge.

Recommendation:  Approval.  Ms. Yerxa pointed out at the April 4, 2006 Council meeting the City Council asked the Arts Commission to review possible alternative locations for the chandelier art which was created or proposed for Fayetteville Street.  She stated the group discussed several locations and the Public Art Committee suggested the Boylan Avenue Bridge and the Arts Commission supports that recommendation.  She stated the possibility of placing the chandeliers at Boylan Avenue Bridge was brought to the Commission by the Neighborhood Association.  She pointed out the Boylan Heights neighborhood is one of the oldest neighborhoods in the city, it is still in the downtown area, and the bridge is a significant landmark.  It replaces the bridge which was an icon for the area.  She read from a letter from the Neighborhood Association supporting the request.  The author of the letter was present as well as the developer for the Bloomsbury Estates.  Ms. Yerxa pointed out the City owns the bridge, she understands the artist is willing but funding would have to be established.  In response to questioning from the Mayor, Ms. Yerxa pointed out they are suggesting that there be two chandeliers on each end of the bridge or adjacent to the entrances of the bridge.

Discussion took place on the fact that the idea came about in discussions in the neighborhood that the bridge is dark.  The Arts Commission had been charged with looking at alternative locations for the chandeliers and it is the 20th anniversary of the removal of the Old Boylan Avenue Bridge.  The bridge connects two of the most historic areas of the city.  The developer of Bloomsbury Estates pointed out he was concerned about the dark bridge, etc. and had thought about ways to light up the bridge including benches, flowers, lighting, etc.  He stated he has been working on a plan to put all fiber optic cable underground so that the utilities would not be visible in the area of his development to the bridge.  He stated the bridge is at a 60 foot elevation over the city therefore it would be very visible.  In response to questioning Ms. Yerxa pointed out the Arts Commission did not talk about funding as their only charge was to look for alternative locations.  In response to questioning City Manager Allen pointed out the staff could work with the Arts Commission or support the Arts Commission work in looking for funding.  Mr. Stephenson stated as he understands we do not have any money committed to this project and questioned any commitments to the artist.  Ms. Yerxa pointed out there are no commitments to the artist.  She stated the Arts Commission wasn’t involved in putting together the design for Fayetteville Street.  Mr. Stephenson expressed concern about the context pointing out here we have chandeliers which were developed for one part of the city and we are just talking about picking them up and putting them in another location and may be something else would be more appropriate at the Boylan Avenue Bridge.  Looking at the feasibility of putting the chandeliers at the bridge was talked about with Ms. Taliaferro pointing out we don’t know what the cost would be, how the fundraising would come about and she does not want to move towards a feasibility study or move forward and send the wrong message such as that the City is going to fund this.  Mayor Meeker pointed out the City could develop a budget but he feels the funding would be from private donations.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out the bridge belongs to the City and would have to be involved she just does not want to go down the wrong path indicating the City plans to fund the project.

Discussion took place as to how to move from this point with Mr. Crowder suggesting that the Arts Commission working with Administration come back with a funding proposal and at that time may be the Arts Commission may want to go back to the artist to see if there are changes he would want to make if the chandeliers were to be placed at the Boylan Avenue Bridge.  Mayor Meeker suggested authorizing administration to work with the Arts Commission on the feasibility of placing the chandeliers at the Boylan Avenue Bridge, including consulting with the artist about any changes which may be needed to be made for the fixtures to be at the Boylan Avenue Bridge and come back with a funding plan.  Without objection it was agreed to follow that course of action.

REQUESTS AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

UNSAFE BUILDING – 579 ROSE LANE – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

Joe Herman, 9104 Deershire Court, indicated he and his brother purchased the property at 579 Rose Lane on December 22, 2006.  They were not aware of any plans or ordinances by the City relative to the property.  He stated they started fixing the property, put out no trespassing signs, and then were told by the city that there was an ordinance to demolish the building.  He stated they now have all of the contracts in place, have their permits, they have talked with Mr. West, Mr. Strickland and Mr. Glover and they are moving forward.  They need approximately 120 days to finish the work or until May 23.

Inspections Director Strickland pointed out the City passed an ordinance in October, 2006, which gave the property owner 90 days to comply.  A lis pendens was filed on January 12, 2005 but evidently was not picked up by the new property owner.  He stated he has no problem with 120 day extension as work is in progress.

Brief discussion took place as to the sequence of events with it being pointed out evidently the Attorney doing the closing missed the lis pendens.  The Council agreed for the extension with Mr. Herman questioning if he could get the fees waived pointing out he has been charged so much per day by the City.  City Attorney McCormick suggested holding the fees in abeyance and at the end of 120 days if the work is completed they could be waived.  The Council agreed with that course of action.

FUNDING REQUEST – MIGHTY MEN OF VALOR OUTREACH – SIGN REQUEST – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION – NO ACTION TAKEN UPON REQUEST FOR FUNDING

Curtis Johnson, Mighty Men of Valor Outreach, presented a sign which he stated he would like to post out of the right-of-way at various locations to inform people of their existence.  He stated in addition the City of Raleigh owns property at 1467 Sawyer Road.  It is abandoned property.  He stated he has several young men working with his organization who would like to go in to the premises and get the appliances, air conditioners, or whatever salvageable material they may find in order to help finance their organization.

Mr. Johnson presented Council members with a booklet explaining the work of Mighty Men of Valor which is fighting elderly abuse in Wake County and surrounding areas.  He read their vision statement and their mission statement, talked about the types of abuse and the services they provide including picking up people, taking them to the hospital and/or a hotel, court advocacy, temporary housing, etc.  He stated they are asking the City of Raleigh for help and talked about statistics on abuse, etc.  He explained they have a Hope II Grant and explained their operation.  He stated they are committed to fighting elderly abuse.

Mayor Meeker stated as far as the sign is concerned that Mr. Johnson could work with Inspections Director Strickland to determine where the signs can go.  Mr. Crowder expressed concerns pointing out he does not want to set a precedent so that nonprofit groups would come forth and wanting to have signs all over the right-of-way.  City Attorney McCormick pointed out we are not talking about allowing them to put signs on public right-of-way but assist them in determining where they can go.  In response to questioning, Mr. Johnson stated they would like to put one in the vicinity of the intersections of Six Forks and Atlantic Avenue, Six Forks, Wake Forest Road, and US 70/Tryon Road.

Mayor Meeker asked about the property at 1467 Sawyer Road with it being pointed out that is the New Horizon housing project.  It has asbestos and other problems.  The City has an RFP out for asbestos removal, demolition, rehab etc.  City Manager Allen stated he would not recommend that it be dismantled at this point.  Mayor Meeker stated the Council would keep Mr. Johnson’s organization in mind and questioned if the Human Services Grant Application period has closed out with it being pointed out it has.  Mayor Meeker suggested that Mr. Johnson give a specific request on how much money he is requesting and examples of services provided, etc. and the Council could consider it during the May budget deliberations.

Other discussions followed relative to Mr. West’s question as to whether there is a profile relating to elder abuse.  Mr. Johnson talked about their clients and pointed out when they get calls or referrals they do an in house assessment and help the person or refer them to the appropriate agency.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE – PIECES OF A DREAM OUTREACH REQUEST – WITHDRAWN

Renee Johnson, Pieces of a Dream Outreach, had requested permission to appear on the agenda to request funding to allow the group to continue offering services to victims of domestic violence.  It was reported Ms. Johnson had withdrawn and would come to a later meeting.

BANNER – BLACK HISTORY MONTH – APPROVED

Octavia Rainey, North Central CAC, had requested permission to hang a banner for Black History Month at the corner of Hill Street and Oakwood Avenue.  She pointed out she would like the banner to hang the complete month of February and talked about three major activities that are going on in the neighborhood during that month.  She stated they would work with the Inspections Department to make sure the sign meets all of the criteria as far as height, etc.  City Manager Allen pointed out this is not allowed except by City Council approval.

Mr. West expressed appreciation to Ms. Rainey for the work she is doing to lift the community.  He feels the request should be granted therefore moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro.  In response to questioning from the City Attorney, Mr. West and Ms. Taliaferro amended their motion to approve what the banner over the right-of-way and waiver of the insurance requirement.  The motion as restated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative. The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS – CONCERNS RECEIVED

Helen Tart, Monroe Drive, expressed appreciation to the City Council for the willingness to listen to citizens’ requests.  She stated the Hillsborough Street debate brings concerns pointing to the efforts going into approval of the Hillsborough Street plan.  He talked about the number of people involved, City Council approval, the bond issue being passed, everything was moving along fine but now we are still fighting about whether to move forward.  She stated it is heart breaking to see such a public process go on for a long time, get approved and then get stopped.  She stated on the Hillsborough Street project there has been a massive amount of public participation and a concept agreed upon but now the Council is going back and starting all over and that does not seem reasonable.  She questioned why representatives of the Hillsborough Street Partnership were not involved in this discussion pointing out however she guesses they thought it had been approved and they didn’t have to keep coming back.  She expressed concern about what she sees as a one size fit all mentality and that does not work.  One neighborhood may need something but that doesn’t mean others will want it or need it.  She asked if the Council could look at some way to ensure that once a project or concept is approved after many hours, months, years of work by citizens, staff, etc. that the approval would remain.  She questioned if there is a way to make sure that once something is approved it stays approved.  She stated she has been very frustrated with this process and had been yelling at the TV as she watched City Council meetings so she decided to come and talk to the City Council.

Mr. Stephenson talked about his involvement in the Hillsborough Street process which started in 1999 and pointed out that work had more to do with him now being on the City Council than anything.  He stated when you have that many people and groups involved, you can get things done. 

MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

UNFIT BUILDINGS – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – ORDINANCE ADOPTED; 1205 ANGELUS DRIVE – HELD

This was a hearing to consider adopting an ordinance authorizing the demolition of the unfit buildings as listed below and pursuant to provisions of Section 10-6127(d) of the City Code if repair necessary to render the dwellings fit for human habitation are not completed within 90 days.  The Mayor opened the hearing on the locations.

1205 Angelus Drive, DSK Incorporated Property Owner, Tax ID 0144323, August 31, 2005.  A gentleman indicated it has changed hand several times.  He stated work is ongoing and he is about 90% complete.  He stated they would have it done within 2 weeks.  Inspections Director Strickland pointed out an ordinance, if adopted, would give 90 days for completion.  It was agreed to not take any action at this point.

1500 Fayetteville Street, Frank Dunston, Tax ID 0074737.  No one asked to be heard.

573 East Lenoir Street, Joyce P. Moore and Hazel E. Ligon, property owners, Tax ID 0042090.  No one asked to be heard.

12 Maywood Avenue, Frank Dunston, property owner, Tax ID 0331079.  No one asked to be heard.

The Mayor closed the hearings.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of the ordinance relating to 1500 Fayetteville Street, 573 East Lenior Street and 12 Maywood Avenue.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 160.

PUBLIC NUISANCE COST CONFIRMATION – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the adoption of a resolution confirming the charges for the abatement of public nuisances as a lien against the property as listed below:









       TAX ID

LOCATION


PROPERTY OWNER
           NO.
       ABATEMENT
431 Alston Street (C)
Antoine James
0015648
$260.00

2017 Atkins Drive (C)
Clayton Ray Evans
0077853
$271.00

428 Bashford Road (D)
L. Huntley
0007254
$275.00

3112 Beane Drive (B)
Milton Forte
0096279
$474.00

316 Branch Street (C)
Bossie McNeill Realty LLC
0046461
$221.00

3100 Burntwood Circle (C)
Joel Nathaniel Holloway
0032433
$251.00

4405 Craddock Road (E)
Christopher Alan Adams
0113035
$267.00

2457 Derby Drive (C)
Jose M. Abreu
0047948
$273.00

2413 Evers Drive (C)
Margaret C. Alexander
0027015
$280.00

3916 Greenleaf Street (D)
Mayfield Capital LLC
0025863
$240.00

3120 Holston Lane (C)
WAT Holdings LLC
0186252
$417.00

108 S. King Charles Rd. (C)
Suwan & Lam Rajburi
0101825
$598.00

10810 Laurnet Place (B)
Michael Sharif & 
0272154
$254.00


Lisa Jeanne Kahn

721 East Lenoir Street (C)
Mildred S. Pretty
0011645
$273.00

1721 East Lenoir Street (C)
Capital Property Mgmt LLC
0275454
$264.00

120 Lincoln Court (C)
Connie Green
0035613
$307.00

2351 Milburnie Road (C)
Tiffany Gray
0094899
$294.00

3103 N. New Hope Rd. (B)
Kamil Solomon
0047062
$275.00

229 Parkland Road (D)
Mitchell J. & Carole N. Cesar
0041170
$367.00

1311 S. Person St. (C)
Augusta I. & Dorothy Goodson 
0025599
$273.00

1516 Pleasant Garden Ln. (C)
Suntrust Bank
0257579
$242.00

2045 Quail Forest Drive (B)
Madeline R. Laws
0113679
$299.00

709 Quarry Street (C)
Carl Ellington Smith
0065374
$366.00

814 Rock Quarry Road (C)
George C. Exum
0021300
$418.00

5208 Saddle Court (A)
Phillip M. Kermon
0057944
$424.00

1808 Teabrook Court (C)
Donald M. & Priscilla Etheridge
0166146
$275.00

5305 Tomahawk Trail (C)
Shelley N. & Laura Iro Horton
0023779
$341.00

The City Clerk reported the items relating to 3100 Burntwood Circle and 1721 East Lenoir Street should be withdrawn as the charges have been paid.

The Mayor opened the hearing on the other locations.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of a resolution confirming the charges as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 162.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

EASEMENT ABANDONMENT – 601 SOUTH RALEIGH BOULEVARD – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends that the City Council declare the slope easement located at 601 South Raleigh Boulevard surplus real property and accept the bid of $100 from petitioner, DHIC, to pay for costs associated with the abandonment of the easement subject to the upset bid process.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

NEUSE RIVER WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT – ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY AT 8500 OLD BAUCOM ROAD – APPROVED
Mr. West reported the Real Estate Committee recommends the purchase of 1.0 acre located at 8500 Old Baucom Road from Cathy Lynn Carroll for $116,000.  The property will be used for the future expansion of the Neuse River Wastewater Treatment Plant.  Funding for the purchase would come from Public Utilities Capital Budget.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. West moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE JOINT PUBLIC WORKS/LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

WATSON FLEA MARKET – DIRECTION GIVEN – ITEM RETAINED IN LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY AND PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

Mr. Isley reported the Public Works Committee and the Law and Public Safety Committee recommend that:

a.
The City Council considers designating certain areas near Watson Flea Market as tow-away zones.

b.
The City Council direct staff to draft a text change for parking requirements in open-air markets.  The draft would be reviewed by the Public Works Committee and the Law and Public Safety Committee.

c.
City staff discuss with the North Carolina Department of Transportation relocation of the staging area near the flea market and the interchange at I-440 and Rock Quarry Road.

d.
This item remains in the Public Works Committee and the Law and Public Safety Committee for the purpose of receiving follow-up reports from staff.

On behalf of the two Committees, Mr. Isley moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro.  Mr. West stated during the discussion the operator said they were trying to sell the property.  He stated he said that just as a statement of fact.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

SOLID WASTE – CODE AMENDMENT – APPROVED

Chairperson Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends the first sentence of Raleigh City Code Section 7-2005(d)(1) be amended to read as follows:  “Refuse to be collected by the Solid Waste Services Department shall be placed at the street, alley or other City-approved location of the Property from which it was generated by 7:00 a.m. on the designated day for collection.”  On behalf of the Committee, Ms. Taliaferro moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 161.

SCHOOL CROSSING GUARD – POLICY AND EVALUATION PROCEDURES – APPROVED

Chairperson Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends upholding staff’s recommended policy and evaluation procedures for school crossing guard requests.  Council members had received the policy and procedure in their agenda packet.  On behalf of the Committee, Ms. Taliaferro moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

NUISANCE – HOUSE ON ANCLOTE DRIVE – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Mr. Isley talked about a house on Anclote Drive, just off of Ridge Road.  An elderly woman did live in the house and pointed out he is not sure what is going on but there is a lot of debris and material in the yard.  Mr. Isley stated he thought he had seen something on this particular situation before but could not find it but asked Administration to look at the situation.

NUISANCES – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Ms. Kekas pointed out there had been some problems in her neighborhood due to new construction activities.  The area people have been living with a mess for a number of months.  She commended Inspections Director Strickland who got the area cleaned up and expressed appreciation.

NUISANCE – BUCK JONES CORRIDOR – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Mr. Crowder pointed out he is still seeing large problems along Buck Jones Road.  There are people parking all over the yards, trash and rubbish everywhere, has been told of public urination and other such activities.  He talked about the mini-market and the problems in that area.  He talked about the illegal flea markets, mini markets, and various activities.  He asked Administration to continue to look at the situation.

UNSAFE TREE – PACE STREET – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

Mr. West indicated he had been contacted relative to a possible unsafe tree on Pace Street.  He stated he went out and looked at it and he understands some branches have been removed but it is felt that it is possibly still a danger.  It is a huge tree and many think the tree could be unsafe.  He stated he had talked to Ms. Taliaferro about this and she had agreed to take it into Public Works Committee.  Without objection the item was referred to the Public Works Committee.

STADIUM – REQUEST FOR MEETING – MAYOR TO CONTACT COUNTY

Mr. West talked about the Council receiving the Shaw/St. Augustine stadium feasibility study.  He pointed out there is a lot of interest on the part of the community relating to the project going to completion.  He stated he feels we need to move as quickly as possible pointing out he had seen a letter from the principles of the two schools and they feel it would be a tremendous asset in terms of school spirit, uplifting the area, etc.  Mr. West questioned when that issue was going to be discussed.  Mayor Meeker stated we had talked about having a joint meeting with the County Commissioners pointing out the City is prepared to submit the report to a joint meeting but that has not been setup and there seems to be caution on the part of moving ahead with a joint meeting.  After brief dialogue, Mayor Meeker stated he would check with the Chair of the County Commissioners and see if the two could setup a joint meeting of the Boards as soon as possible.

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY – DEVEREAU/GLENWOOD AVENUE – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

Mayor Meeker asked that an item relative to pedestrian safety at the intersection of Devereaux and Glenwood Avenue be referred to the Public Works Committee.  Without objection the item was so referred.

DOROTHEA DIX – FUTURE – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker talked about a memo on the recommendations relative to the future of the Dorothea Dix Hospital land.  He pointed out 10 guidelines have been developed.  The City Staff says that the ULI plan is consistent with the guidelines.  He understands the Senate will be working on the bills first pointing out he does not know the timeframe, schedule, etc.  He stated the guidelines have been presented and we expect to hear something more in the future.  He stated the City Manager or the City Attorney could monitor the process and advise at the appropriate time.

Later in the meeting, Mr. Stephenson talked about the recommendation to the General Assembly from the study committee.  He stated there is real strong interest in this item and he feels it would be good for the City to provide an opportunity for public input.  Mayor Meeker talked about the process so far pointing out the next step he feels would be for individuals to lobby General Assembly members.  Ultimately the General Assembly will be making the decision.  Mr. Stephenson again talked about the need to provide an opportunity for public input with the Mayor again pointing out the City is not making the decision.  The body making the decision has held public hearings and he feels the best use of the City Council’s time would be to get in touch with members of the General Assembly.

SIDEWALK INSTALLATION – OLD WAKE FOREST ROAD – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Ms. Taliaferro stated she would like for the Public Works Department to look at the need for sidewalks on Old Wake Forest Road from Bland Road to the Social Security Office.  The item was referred to Administration. 

REVENUE WITHHOLDING – RESOLUTION – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Craven pointed out the new legislature has convened and may be it is time to pull out the resolution that was passed by the City Council relative to recovering money “stolen” from municipalities.  He moved that the Council resurrect the resolution, dust it off and send it out again.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and after brief discussion on how to proceed or what action should be taken the motion to resurrect the idea of recovering the money was put to a vote and passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

APPOINTMENTS

APPOINTMENTS – FAIR HOUSING HEARING BOARD – NO ACTION TAKEN; TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION – APPOINTMENTS MADE

The City Clerk presented the following results of the ballot vote.  She stated she had received only six ballots.  No nominations were made for the Fair Housing Hearing Board.  On the Telecommunications Commission, Mr. Foster received three votes, Ms. Dollar received three.  It was pointed out under the nominations section of the agenda it indicates that Sam Garfield’s term on the Telecommunications Commission is expiring and he is not eligible for reappointment.  By consensus the Council agreed to appoint Mr. Sykes and Ms. Dollar to the now two vacancies on the Telecommunications Commission by unanimous vote.

NOMINATIONS

CONVENTION CENTER COMMISSION – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

It was pointed out the terms of Steve Cadwallader and Eric Tannery are expiring.  Neither is eligible for reappointment.  Mayor Meeker pointed out Mr. Tannery is presently the Chair of the Commission and would like to stay until the new convention center is completed; therefore Mayor Meeker moved that Mr. Tannery’s term be extended for two years or until the new center is completed.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

It was pointed out that leaves one vacancy on the Convention Center Commission when Mr. Cadwallader’s term expires.  Mr. Isley and Ms. Kekas nominated Gwinn Moss.  The vacancy will be carried over until the next meeting.

HOUSING APPEALS BOARD – VACANCY ANNOUNCED

The term of Isabella Worthy Mattox is expiring.  She is eligible for reappointment. Ms. Taliaferro nominated Ms. Mattox for reappointment.  The item will be carried over to the next meeting.

HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

The terms of Eugene Weeks and Wiley Davis are expiring.  Mr. Weeks is not eligible for reappointment.  Mr. Davis is eligible.  It was pointed out Mr. Weeks is Chairman of the Grants Review Committee and it would be good if he could stay for a few months until that job is completed.  Mayor Meeker moved that Mr. Weeks' term be extended to July 1, 2007.  Without objection it was agreed to follow that recommendation.  Ms. Taliaferro and Mr. West both nominated Mr. Davis for reappointment.  The item will be carried over until the next meeting.

RALEIGH TRANSIT AUTHORITY – ALTERNATE MEMBERS TO FILL REGULAR SLOTS; VACANCIES ANNOUNCED FOR ALTERNATE MEMBERS

The terms of Shawn Lemieux-Faircloth and Joseph M. Johnson are expiring.  Neither are eligible for reappointment.  It was pointed out the usual policy is to elevate the alternate member to regulator slots and then declare vacancies for alternates.  Joseph Springler and Nicholas Da DiColandrea are the alternate members.  By consensus, it was agreed to elevate those two to the regular slots when Shawn Lemieux-Faircloth and Joseph M. Johnson’s terms expire creating two alternate vacancies.  Mayor Meeker nominated Charles Malone as an alternate member.

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMISSION – APPOINTMENTS MADE

The terms of Dean Naujoks, Mary Watson Nooe and Bryant Stoneham are expiring.  All are eligible for reappointment; however Mr. Stoneham does not wish to be considered for reappointment because of personal and job commitments.  Ms. Taliaferro nominated Mr. Naujoks and Ms. Nooe for reappointment.  Mr. Crowder moved to suspend the rules and reappoint Mr. Naujoks and Ms. Nooe.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

SUBSTANCE ABUSE ADVISORY COMMISSION – NOMINATION MADE

The term of David Turpin is expiring.  He is eligible for reappointment and would like to be considered for reappointment.  Mr. West nominated Mr. Turpin.  The item will be carried over until the next meeting.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK

MINUTES – VARIOUS – APPROVED

Council members received in their agenda packet copies of the minutes of the January 9, 2007 Council meeting and the January 16, 2007 Joint City Council/Planning Commission meeting.  Ms. Taliaferro moved approval of the minutes as presented.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

Mr. Crowder pointed out he had a couple of concerns on the Budget & Economic Development Committee Minutes and he would talk with the clerk about those.

THE CITY COUNCIL WENT INTO RECESS AT 2:50 P.M. TO RECONVENE AT 3:05 P.M. IN AN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/TAX INCREMENTAL FINANCING – DIRECTION GIVEN – ITEM TO BE PLACED ON FEBRUARY 6 AGENDA

The City Council held a special Economic Development Workshop on December 7, 2006.  At the conclusion of the meeting it was directed that the item be placed on the January 9, 2007, Council agenda for discussion/consideration.  Administration provided Council members additional information prior to the January 9 meeting.  At that meeting, it was directed that the item be placed on this agenda to receive additional information and to provide direction.

Mayor Meeker passed out the following which included three or four suggestions for modification to the policy draft.

I. REQUIREMENTS:

A. Blighted site in a low-wealth part of the City

B. Project cannot proceed without public subsidy for infrastructure

C. Twenty-Five percent (25%) of any residential units must be affordable

D. Wake County agrees to participate

E. Infrastructure to be publicly owned

II. LIMITATIONS

A. Public subsidy cannot exceed 75% of taxes otherwise due on the incremental amount of development beyond that which otherwise would occur

B. Subsidy cannot extend beyond eight (8) years

C. Minimum tax agreement to guarantee cash-flow to fund public subsidy is required

D. Public subsidy to be repaid if agreed-upon development does not occur

Mayor Meeker stated he feels we are talking about two different things here 1) if a new company is thinking about coming into the city and asks what the city can do that is different from tax incremental financing.  He asked about the possibility of referring the issue of economic development in terms of incentives, whether we should have a policy or do it on a case-by-case basis to Budget and Economic Development Committee.  Ms. Taliaferro stated this is two different issues and should be in two different parts.  She stated when we get a request from a company about moving into town she likes the way we do it now, that is, work with the county and make a decision on a case-by-case basis.  It was agreed that the Council will continue following that policy for companies wanting to come into the city.

The other part relates to tax incremental financing and he feels we should adopt a general policy outline and ask staff to work on developing a policy and bring it back to the Council.  He referred to the handout he had provided the Council relative to a policy draft and pointed out he has a couple of changes.  Items 1a and 1b would remain the same.  He feels that Item C should be changed to 10%.  Items D and E will remain the same, delete Item F.  City Attorney McCormick pointed out he feels Item D, the county is either in or out.  If the County does not agree to participate then the City cannot move forward.  As far as Item E is concerned, the infrastructure has to be publicly owned.  

Mayor Meeker stated Mr. West had suggested changing Item II B to be to 15 years.

Mayor Meeker stated staff would recommend how the areas should be defined.   Ms. Taliaferro expressed concern about how the areas are defined.  She stated the advantage of having this tool is to help areas that are on the downward slide before they hit rock bottom.  She stated there are areas in various parts of the city which are of low wealth.  She questioned how the areas would be defined.  She talked about the Charlotte requirements and pointed out they have a long list of areas which would qualify and read from the Charlotte criteria.  She stated she would like for the Council to have the discussion as to how the areas would be defined.  She also expressed concern about the subsidy not extending beyond 15 years, explaining the typical mortgage is 30 years and may be the Council should get advice from the Chief Financial Officer on the time line for sound investments.  She also asked about time lines in other tax incremental financing program.  Mayor Meeker talked about the time line relating to value that can be capitalized.

Mr. Crowder agreed with Ms. Taliaferro’s comments about needing to pay attention to areas that are on the way down.  He talked about the private sector involvement and development in areas that are going down and agreed that the areas should be defined.  He talked about participation of a property owner or investment property owner and that owner’s responsibility to take care of an area before it gets into the condition that the city must go in and do something.  He does not want to see us get into a situation where an investment property owner will let their property go down to the point that they could quality for tax incremental financing.  He stated low wealth areas should be clearly defined.  If we leave it too wide opened he fears we will never see the areas such as Garner Road, Saunders Street, etc. being addressed.  

Mayor Meeker pointed out in Item 1(a) could be changed to low wealth or deteriorating parts of the city.  He stated he does not want to see a policy developed that would cover places like Crabtree Valley and other areas of the city where projects are already developing or has a strong market.  

Ms. Kekas talked about Senator Malone’s comments at the first meeting which indicated the General Assembly said if it covered only blighted areas they probably would not have passed the legislation.  She stated we do not want to tie our hands to the point of this applying solely to blighted or low income areas.

Mayor Meeker stated he is willing to broaden the requirement to cover low wealth or deteriorating areas of the city but he does not want to put us in the position that we will have every development coming in requesting participation.  The City has received two applications and we will probably get 15 or 20 or even more.  Mr. Crowder talked about recombination of sites which may open opportunities for property owners.  He stated he does not want to see a policy that covers something that is declining because of lack of attention of the investment property owner.  He stated we need to be looking at areas that are challenged, areas that will be difficult to develop, areas where we don’t have mixed incomes.  He stated we have to have tools to address that type situation.

Mr. West pointed out investors probably will not invest in underutilized areas as fast as they will in other areas.  We need to clarify or define what we mean by blighted or low wealth areas.  He talked about a conversation with former City Manager Dempsey Benton about development in southeast Raleigh and pointing out in that conversation Mr. Benton said if you can convince investors to invest in an area, it will not be successful.  Once an investor goes into an area and is successful, others will come.  

Mr. West talked about the Old Towne development and work that was done to get that project started.  He pointed out everything is not truly equal.  In the Old Towne development the City didn’t offer incentives but tried everything we could to make it happen.  He stated we should focus on these kinds of situations and those that are in more despair.  We need to be careful to make sure we have a clear definition of what we are trying to accomplish.  He stated he has concern about naming a whole census tract blighted.  You may have successful census tracts with blighted pockets.  He stated Old Towne is moving forward and he is glad to see that and he is more comfortable tying this tool to such areas.

Mayor Meeker suggested changing Item 1(a) to a blighted site in a part of the city where development isn’t occurring or development is not likely to occur.  Ms. Taliaferro questioned how that would help with redevelopment and cited areas along Capital Boulevard, parts of Atlantic Avenue, Hillsborough Street, etc.  She reminded everyone that we are not talking about subsidies we are talking about tax incremental financing methods.  She pointed out when we were first talking about Fayetteville Street; Mr. Allen talked about a type of tax incremental financing. 

Mr. Craven asked how the boundaries would be drawn pointing out for example on Atlantic Avenue you have very successful areas and then a pocket of not very successful.  Mayor Meeker suggested letting staff give some recommendations as to definitions.  How to draw clear boundaries was talked about.  Mr. Craven asked about projects that aren’t successful and how they would play in this scenario.  Mr. Crowder pointed out if we keep chipping away, we are not going to have anything.  He feels the requirements should be blighted or low wealth.  He pointed out the City Manager and the City Attorney have already told us that we have other means of addressing problems such as this, such as certificates of participation, etc.  He stated we need to make sure that this policy does not become rubberized and get stretched into an area where development is occurring.  He stated we have some developments that are occurring in some of these areas but it’s not the kind of development that will provide a positive turnaround for the community.  He expressed concern about policies such as this segregating us closer to a class system cautioning we have to be very careful.  He pointed out we have areas that are under utilized but at the same point they are not low wealth.  He gave as an example the Boylan Heights area which in the 70’s no one would set foot in the area for development, purchase, etc. but today it is a viable community but in his opinion would not be a candidate for TIF.  He has concern about where the tool would be utilized.

Mr. Stephenson pointed out you are always running in to the situation such as the theatre owner being opposed to funds being given for IMax Theatre as they would be showing the same films as the theatre and it would be unfair competition.  We have to clearly define the areas or everyone will start viewing this as an entitlement.  If we don’t tightly define public purpose and how it will benefit the City, he fears it will become a political fee for all.  We have to draw the regulations carefully.

Mr. Isley pointed out he has listened with great interest.  He stated the Council has fiduciary responsibilities to the taxpayers.  He stated one of the best benefits to the taxpayers is for them to have less tax.  He stated he feels we need to come up with guidelines that will make money for the City and he feels the Council will be doing the job most effectively if taxpayers get a return on their investment.  He stated this is not a subsidy it is an investment in the future.  Mr. Isley stated he had studied the Statute very carefully pointing out North Carolina is second to the last state to have such a statute in place.  It is a very well written statute and we do not want to come up with a policy that will never be used.  He stated the Council owes it to the taxpayers to come up with as many creative ideas for tax saving as possible.  He stated when this was on the general ballot he didn’t vote for it but his eyes have been opened as it relates to the benefit of this tool.  Whatever policy we have in place we want it to work.  He stated if we have a policy that restricts it to areas in the cities that can’t make it on their own we are bound to fail because no one will invest, it could be too risky for the investors.  He stated when you start drawing boundaries around areas investors will not go in to develop or redevelop as it is too risky.  He stated whatever policy we put in place we want to hit a home run the first time around.  We can’t set this policy up to fail as the Council has spent too much time and put too much effort into the item.  He stated he feels everyone has the same motive that is, to get a return on our investments.   He talked about the statute and a policy being written very tightly, setting standards that are unique and hard to meet so we don’t have every developer coming in and saying they want money.  He stated we have to come up with creative ways to make a return on investments that residents can benefit from in years to come.

Mr. West stated this is good dialogue and good discussion.  He stated however, he has difficulty if the Council concludes that those parts of the city that are underutilized and has no potential should not be addressed.  He questioned what happens to one part of the city affects the other parts of the city.  He stated we do have to focus on areas that are underutilized.  He talked about Dr. Johnson’s study.  He stated he hopes we have a policy that will create vibrant first rate diverse communities throughout the city.  That should be one of the city’s first goals.  Until we create that kind of diversity we are not going to succeed.  If we have all of the low wealth in the same parts of the city we are going to have problems.  He called on the Council to look at the pilot drug market map, look at Garner Road, look at the work going on in the East Vision Plan, St. Augustine’s’ Gateway Plan, talked about Longview Shopping Center and the demise of that shopping center which has left a big void in the community.  He stated whether it is tax incremental financing or whatever process we develop the goal is to bring the communities up as everyone will benefit.  He stated we have to have a process that gives sense and sensitivity.  He talked about the benefits of bringing up these areas.  He talked about demographics and the problems of creating pockets of poverty in parts of the city.  

Mayor Meeker pointed out the Council seems to be split on how to deal with the standards.  Everyone wants a return to the taxpayer.  

Mr. Isley pointed out the Council has struggled with this issue for some time pointing out however he is not saying we need a mediator but it may be worth while to discuss this at the Council table.  He stated a decision needs to be made people need to know one way or the other.

Mayor Meeker suggested he would revise his draft policy along the lines that had been suggested today and we could place this item on the February 6 agenda and decide whether or not to have a policy.  Mr. Isley asked about the repayment time line in Item 2(c) and after brief discussion there seems to be consensus on utilizing 20 years.

The item will be placed on the February 6 agenda for further discussion and to receive the Mayor’s revised draft policy.

CLOSED SESSION

CLOSED SESSION – HELD

Mayor Meeker stated a motion is in order to enter closed session pursuant to NCGS143-318.11(a)(4) for the purpose of considering the location or relocation of certain businesses or events to Raleigh and any incentives that might be involved in the relocation and pursuant to G.S.143-318.11(a)(6) to continue the City Manager’s performance evaluation.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the motion as read.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  The Council went into closed session at 3:35 p.m.

The Council reconvened in open session at 4:35 p.m.  Mayor Meeker stated the City Council had finished the closed session and had provided guidance to the City Attorney and the City Manager on the issues.  The City Council had completed the performance evaluation of the City Manager and feels we are on the right track and looks forward to the continued success of the City of Raleigh.

Adjournment.  There being no further business Mayor Meeker announced the meeting adjourned at 4:36 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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