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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session on Tuesday, June 19, 2007, at 1:00 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.




Mayor Charles C. Meeker




Mayor Pro Tem James P. West




Tommy Craven




Thomas G. Crowder




Philip R. Isley




Joyce Kekas




Russ Stephenson




Jessie Taliaferro

They Mayor called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Pastors Joseph and Marlene Lewis, Awesome Word Ministries.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Pro Tem James P. West.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS

PROCLAMATION – EUGENE WEEKS DAY – PROCLAIMED

Mayor Meeker read a proclamation proclaiming Tuesday, June 19 as Eugene Weeks Day in the City of Raleigh.  He indicated Mr. Weeks will be honored at a reception at 301 Hillsborough Street later in the day.  He talked about Mr. Weeks service to the City of Raleigh and work on the Human Relations Commission.

In accepting the proclamation, Mr. Weeks expressed appreciation to the Council for showing confidence in him.  He pointed out we have accomplished a lot as it relates to human relations in the City of Raleigh but we have a long ways to go.  He stated he is finishing up his term on the Human Relations Commission but will still be involved in human relations and promotion of harmony in the City of Raleigh.

SOLID WASTE EMPLOYEES – HONORED

City Manager Allen asked Solid Waste Director Fred Battle to help him recognize employees Adrian Grubb, Edward Wright and Bianca Bradford.  City Manager Allen pointed out Adrian Grubb won the first place in the rear loader compactor competition in the recent Rodeo.  Mr. Grubb will have a chance to move forward onto the national competition.  Edward Wright received second place in the rubber tire loader and will also be competing in the National Rodeo.  He expressed appreciation to Mr. Grubb, Mr. Wright and all solid waste employees for doing such a great job in a safe and successful manner.  He stated it is very difficult to maneuver this large equipment in an urban environment.  City Manager Allen recognized Bianca Bradford who recently completed the requirements for a Certified Environmental Educator.  He commended her for a job well done pointing out it requires a number of hours of work, study, etc.  She always steps up to the plate and helps with any activities assigned to her and it is always interested in educating and spreading the word to others.

DOROTHEA DIX PROPERTY – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Senator Neil Hunt stated he is an advocate of leaving Dorothea Dix property as a park pointing out he feels it is a no brainer, it is a great asset and could become a great destination park for people in the area, people coming to visit in the area.  He talked about the financial impact for all of the perimeter land that could benefit and improve the tax, etc.  He stated there are appraisals of the property all across the board.  He has heard the figure of $120 million but he feels that is for the entire 500 acres which originally made up the Dorothea Dix property.  He stated he feels it would be a good idea for the City of Raleigh to get an offer on the table pointing out the State could use the proceeds from the sale of the property and encourage the city to move forward.  He offered his help and assistance in anyway the Council could use it.  Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to Senator Hunt for going public with his stance.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS – RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker pointed out at the end of the meeting there would be a closed session to discuss workman’s compensation claims with the City Attorney and to discuss the Dorothea Dix property.

Mayor Meeker pointed out this past weekend the fishing pier at Lake Raleigh on Centennial Campus was opened to the public.  He stated it is one of the greatest fishing places in the city and state and it is open to the public.

Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to the Wake County Commissioners for their decision to include $750,000 in their budget to help fund the 800 MHz base system.  He expressed appreciation to Mr. Isley for his work on the issue.

CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Meeker presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion.  If a councilor request discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  Mayor Meeker stated the vote on the Consent Agenda will be a roll call vote.  Mayor Meeker stated he had received the following requests to withdraw items from the Consent Agenda:  Parks and Recreation facility bond referendum (Isley/Stephenson); Water Conservation Article E Ordinance Amendment (Craven); Text Change – Density/Floor Area Ratio (Crowder).  Ms. Kekas moved Administration’s recommendations on the remaining items on the Consent Agenda be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  The items on the Consent Agenda were as follows.

COMPUTER EQUIPMENT – EPLUS GROUP INC. AGREEMENT EXTENSION – APPROVED

The City has an existing agreement with ePlus Group, Inc. to provide lease of computer equipment, installation, and warranty and currently utilizes (1) on-site technical position for equipment deployment, installation, and warranty maintenance.

Staff has recently obtained information relative to financing models available for PC lifecycle in preparation of an updated process and a RFP to select a vendor prior to December 31, 2007.

Recommendation:  Extend agreement and utilization of the on-site technician until January 1, 2008.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  

CERTIFICATION OF CONSISTENCY – MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO SIGN

Saint Augustine’s College submittal of an application to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) requesting Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCU) funding has been reviewed by staff and it was determined that it is consistent with the City of Raleigh’s Five-Year Strategic Plan of the current Consolidated Plan.  The proposed activities to be supported by this funding include the creation of housing for first-time homebuyers and related counseling, a top priority identified in the Strategic Plan.

Recommendation:  Approval for the City Manager to sign a letter certifying consistency.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

CAPITAL AREA PRESERVATION LOAN AGREEMENT RENEWAL – APPROVED

It is requested that City Council authorize the City Manager to execute a five (5) year loan agreement renewal between the City of Raleigh and Capital Area Preservation, Inc. (CAP) for collection material at Mordecai Historic Park.  This agreement has been reviewed by the City Attorney’s office.

Recommendation:  Approve the five (5) year loan agreement (renewal) for collection material at Mordecai Historic Park.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

GREATER RALEIGH CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU – BUDGET – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

As part of the annual budget adoption process, the County Commissioners and City Council must approve the proposed budget of the GRCVB.  The Bureau transmitted its budget request for FY2007-08 subsequent to adoption of the annual budget by Council on June 11.  The Bureau had requested additional time to formulate its budget proposal due to the hiring of a new President and CEO.  The Board of Directors of the GRCVB approved its proposed budget on June 12.

Recommendation:  Approve the FY2007-08 annual budget of the GRCVB and adopt the Resolution Adopting the Annual Operating Budget of the Greater Raleigh Convention and Visitors Bureau which is in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 279.

WATER TRANSFERS BETWEEN BASINS – VARIOUS SENATE BILLS – LETTERS TO BE SUBMITTED

Senate Bills 1461 and 1360 concern water transfers between river basins and Senate Bill 541 concerns the interconnection of water systems.  All three bills were introduced in the current North Carolina Legislative Session.  SB 1461 and 1360 would further restrict interbasin transfer of water in North Carolina where it would be no longer feasible since the amount of the transfer would be limited to no more than 5% of the water supply system’s capacity.  Such water interbasin transfers will likely become necessary in the future in order to provide sufficient water supply for the City.  Senate Bill 541 proposes to grant the authority to the North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) to require public water and/or wastewater systems to interconnect.  Raleigh’s long history and successful experience with multiple public water and wastewater system interconnections indicates that while DENR should be consulted when interconnection negotiations are undertaken and must be advised when interconnection agreements are approved, the public water and wastewater system owners are in a much better position to decide what is in their system’s best overall interest regarding interconnection than is DENR.

Recommendation:  Approve the subject comment letter and authorize the City Manager to execute on behalf of the City and submit to the Wake County Legislative Delegation.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

SUPERVISORY CONTROL AND DATA ACQUISITION SYSTEM INTEGRATOR – SOLE SOURCE PROCUREMENT REQUEST – APPROVED

As identified in the utility merger agreements with Wake Forest, Knightdale, Wendell and Zebulon, the elevated water tanks, water booster pump stations, wastewater pump stations, and other remote facilities are to be connected to the City’s Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA) system to facilitate remote monitoring and control of the utility system.  Due to the critical and sensitive nature of the SCADA system, the Public Utilities Department desires to retain the sole source services of CITI, LLC, as the SCADA system integrator for all of the water and wastewater remote facilities and the water treatment plant.  Remote Terminal Units (RTUs) are required at each remote facility to process data and communicate with the system.  Nineteen RTUs are needed and CITI, LLC, has provided a quote in the amount of $168,752 to fabricate and deliver the RTUs.  Funding is available in existing merger utility accounts.

Recommendation:  Approve utilizing CITI, LLC, as the sole source SCADA system integrator and award a contract in the amount of $168,752 for the 19 RTUs.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

TAX COLLECTOR – ORDERS - APPROVED

To comply with General Statute 105-321, the following orders directing the Tax Collector of the City of Raleigh, the Tax Collector of Wake County, and the Tax Collector of Durham County to collect taxes charged in the tax records are required to be adopted annually and entered into the minutes of the City of Raleigh.

Taxes-Order Directing City of Raleigh Tax Collector

The City of Raleigh Revenue Manager (Tax Collector) requests that the City adopt and enter into their minutes orders directing the Tax Collector to collect taxes charged in the records pursuant to advice from the Institute of Government and in compliance with NC General Statute 105-321.  It is requested that such an order be provided, executed by the Mayor, to fulfill this requirement.
Taxes – Order Directing Wake County Tax Collector

The Wake County Revenue Administrator (Tax Collector) has requested that the City adopt and enter into their minutes orders directing the Tax Collector to collect taxes charged in the records pursuant to advice from the Institute of Government and in compliance with NC General Statute 105-321.  It is requested that such an order be provided, executed by the Mayor, in fulfilling this requirement.

Tax-Order Directing Durham County Tax Collector

The Durham County Tax Administrator (Tax Collector) has requested that the City adopt and enter into their minutes orders directing the Tax Collector to collect taxes charged in the records pursuant to advice from the Institute of Government and in compliance with NC General Statute 105-321.  It is requested that such an order be provided, executed by the Mayor, in fulfilling this requirement.

Recommendation:  Adopt the orders.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

ASSESSMENT RATE – WATER AND SEWER – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Each year an analysis is made of the costs for water and sewer line installations, which involve actual costs over five years, and the formula is as prescribed by General Statute. Based on this analysis, the following adjustment in assessment rates is proposed.

  Proposed
                                                        Current

8” Sanitary Sewer                    $44.15/Foot
                                                      $42.73/Foot

6” Water


$31.90/Foot





 $29.00/Foot

Recommendation:  Approve rate adjustment with rates applicable to projects approved for construction beginning July 1, 2007, and ending June 30, 2008.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 281.

WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS – ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE CONTRACT

The Information Technology Department has successfully completed a Request for Proposal project for Wireless Communications. Four proposals were received for wireless devices and services. The proposals included services associated with cellular voice, data, and smart phones which include Blackberry devices. These proposals were evaluated based on technical criteria such as, bandwidth, coverage, service support, and security.  Business criteria included equipment, rate plans, billing, and implementation strategy. Services with these vendors are proposed according to their ability to meet the City of Raleigh’s wireless requirements.
Cingular (AT&T)

Sprint/Nextel

Verizon

Alltel

Recommendation:  Authorize Administration to begin negotiations and execute Services Contracts with each vendor to meet the requirements of the City.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

ANNEXATION PETITIONS – VARIOUS – REFERRED TO THE CITY CLERK TO CHECK SUFFICIENCY AND SCHEDULE PUBLIC HEARINGS; N.C. FOREST SERVICE - DEFERRED

The agenda presented the following petitions for annexation.

	Area Name Contiguous
	Petitioner
	Acres
	Proposed Use

	Crabtree Village & Intervening R-O-W
	Jenny C. Petri, GFM, LLC, & Englert, LLC, FIC
	27.23
	Residential/Commercial

	Lot 2 Barefoot Industrial Park
	Shelton L. Barefoot
	1.37
	Industrial

	3720 Conquest Drive
	Scott Sansbury, MMRV Properties
	1.13
	Industrial

	3217 Forestville Road/Bailey Property
	Mira J. Bailey
	1.00
	Residential

	NC Forest Service
	Larry J. Such, Division of Forest Resources
	2.06
	Industrial


Recommendation:
a. That these annexations be acknowledged and that the Council request the City Clerk to check its sufficiency pursuant to State Statutes and if found sufficient advertise for public hearings on Tuesday, July 10, 2007.

b. Because the property referenced as NC Forest Service is connecting to City water only and City sewer is not available at this time, it is recommended that the annexation of this property be deferred.
c. That the above 3217 Forestville Road annexation petition be acknowledged and that the Council request the City Clerk to check its sufficiency pursuant to State Statutes and if found sufficient advertise for public hearing on Tuesday, September 5, 2007.  Appropriate agencies should be notified of this request in accordance with our annexation agreement with Town of Rolesville.

Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

PARADE – VARIOUS LOCATIONS AND DATES – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

The agenda presented the following request for parade routes.

July 4th Parade - Various Streets in the Vicinity of Arnold Palmer Drive

Carol Taylor, representing the Brier Creek Country Club, requests permission to hold a parade on Wednesday, July 4, 2007 from 9:00 a.m. until 10:00 a.m.

July 4th Parade - Various Streets in the Vicinity of Glen Burnie Drive

Tom Melton, representing the Meredith Woods Subdivision, requests permission to hold a parade on Wednesday, July 4, 2007 from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m.

July 4th Parade - Various Streets in the Vicinity of Kenmore Drive

Sallie Winters, representing the Fallon Park Neighborhood, requests permission to hold a parade on Wednesday, July 4, 2007 from 9:30 a.m. until 10:30 a.m.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions on the reports included in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

ROAD RACES – VARIOUS LOCATIONS AND DATES – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

The agenda presented the following request for road races.

Paul Hale Memorial Run – Various Streets in the Vicinity of Bedfordtown Drive.

Connie Dixon, representing the Paul Hale Memorial Run, requests permission to hold a road race on Saturday, July 14, 2007 from 8:00 a.m. until 10:00 a.m.

Friesen 5K Run – Various Streets in the Vicinity of RBC Center

Butch Robertson, representing the Friesen 5K Run and in conjunction with the Carolina Hurricanes, requests permission to hold a road race on Sunday, September 9, 2007 from 9:00 a.m. until 10:30 a.m.

Trinity 5K Road Race – Various Streets in the Vicinity of Six Forks Road

Butch Robertson, representing the North Raleigh Alliance of Churches, requests permission to hold a road race on Saturday, September 15, 2007 from 9:00 a.m. until 10:30 a.m.

YMCA Family 5K Road Race – Various Streets in the Vicinity of Oberlin Road

Mike Zimmerman, representing the Athlete’s Foot and the YMCA, requests permission to hold a road race on Sunday, October 28, 2007 from 3:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.

Recommendations:  Approval subject to conditions included on reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

STREET CLOSING – VARIOUS EVENTS AND DATES – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

The agenda presented the following request for temporary street closings.

200 Block of East Martin Street

Derek Ross, representing Cricket Wireless, requests a street closure on Tuesday, June 26, 2007, from 2:00 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. for a marketing event.

He is also requesting an encumbrance of all parking spaces within the closure from 6:00 a.m. until the end of event

2300 Block of Sapphire Valley Drive

Mark Echols, representing his neighborhood, requests a street closure on Saturday, July 7, 2007, from 7:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. for a neighborhood party.

1400 Block of Boyer Street

Barbara Hudson, representing Grace AME Zion Church, requests a street closure on Saturday, August 4, 2007, from 11:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. for a community outreach day.  A rain date of August 11, 2007 from 11:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. is requested

2000 Block of Southall Road

Danielle Weber, representing The Edgewater Community, requests a street closure on Saturday, August 11, 2007, from 2:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. for a neighborhood children’s festival.

1200 and 1300 Blocks of Boyer Street

Velma Champlain, representing the First Church of God Ministries, requests a street closure on Saturday, August 18, 2007, from 10:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. for a community outreach celebration.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on the reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

EASEMENT SETBACK REDUCTION – TRYON ROAD PART D WIDENING – APPROVED

Council authorization is requested for the reduction of required front yard setback for one property that is non-conforming because of the Tryon Road Part D widening project.  The property is located at 5610 Tryon Road owned by Charles B. Newcomb Lodge No. 740.  The current property setback is 57.0 feet and the new property setback after the project will be 38-35 feet, which is non-conforming to City Code.

Council authorization is requested for the reduction of required front yard setback for one property that is non-conforming because of the Tryon Road Part D widening project.  The property is located at 5620 Tryon Road owned by George E. & Carol E. Jones.  The current property setback is 57.5 feet and the new property setback after the project will be 23.5-26 feet, which is non-conforming to City Code.

Recommendation:  Approval of the easement setback reductions as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

EASEMENT – 0 NORTH ROGERS LANE – EXCHANGE AUTHORIZED

W & W Partners, Inc. contacted the City requesting a 20-foot permanent sanitary sewer easement and 10-foot temporary construction easement crossing the City of Raleigh property located at 0 North Rogers Lane.  The requested sanitary sewer line would cross through the center of the City’s property and would connect to an existing 54” City of Raleigh sewer line that runs parallel with the Neuse River.  Monetary compensation to be paid to the City of Raleigh in the amount of $7,000 ($ .45/square foot) is proposed for the permanent and temporary easements; and non-monetary considerations are proposed as per the recommended agreement.

Recommendation:  Conveyance of the requested permanent sanitary sewer easement and temporary construction easement in exchange for the monetary and non-monetary consideration outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – ELDERLY/DISABLED HOMEOWNER REHABILITATION DEFERRED PAYMENT LOAN PROGRAM – FIRM FOUNDATIONS COMMUNITY SERVICES INCORPORATED – APPROVED

In March 2007, a Request for Proposals was issued seeking qualified organizations to submit a proposal for the program delivery of Community Development’s Elderly/Disabled Homeowner Rehabilitation Deferred Payment Loan Program.  Funds are made available through this program for home rehabilitation assistance to low-income homeowners who are 62 years of age and older and/or disabled.  Two organizations responded:  Firm Foundations Community Services, Inc., and Passage Home.  A committee reviewed the submittals and selected Firm Foundations based on the criteria set forth in the RFP.  Firm Foundations currently provides this service; however, their contract expires on June 30, 2007.  Community Development would like to enter into a new two-year contract with Firm Foundations through June 30, 2009.

The contract amount for administrative fees for program delivery for the two year period is estimated to be $247,970.  The project amount to be encumbered for services to be rendered through June 30, 2008 is $123,985.  The balance of the contract amount will be encumbered in the following fiscal year 2008/2009 beginning July 1, 2008.  Funding sources are the Federal HOME rehabilitation allocation and Housing Bond funds.  Transfers will be submitted once the new accounts have been set up in FY07/08 after July 1, 2007.

Recommendation:  Approve the contract with Firm Foundations Community Services, Inc., to service the Community Development’s Elderly/Disabled Homeowner Rehabilitation Deferred Payment Loan Program.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

SAGES NETWORKS – CONTRACT AMENDMENT – APPROVED

In February 2006, City Council approved an interlocal agreement with Mecklenburg County to share the cost and partner in the development of software for acquiring certain building permits online and to lay the groundwork for future joint development efforts.  In conjunction with the interlocal agreement, an amendment to the City’s existing Sages Networks agreement was executed.

The City and Mecklenburg County would like to further this partnership per the interlocal agreement and jointly develop additional software functionality; specifically, a common electronic plan submittal of residential “redi-review” plans software solution for the City of Raleigh and Mecklenburg County.  This requires an amendment to the Sages Networks contract.  The total cost of the development effort will be split into two phases.  This contract amendment is for phase one of the project and for the development of an online permitting solution solely for Mecklenburg County; a total amendment of $150,000.  Per the interlocal agreement, we are requesting a transfer to cover the Mecklenburg County portion of the contract amendment which they will repay.  The fees will be paid to Sages per the approved interlocal agreement.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the required contract amendment and the following budget amendment.

Revenue Account:

100-0000-51318-000

Interlocal Agreement

$130,000.00

Expense Account:

100-1825-70790-187

Professional Services

$130,000.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 252 TF 71.

ENCROACHMENT – 201 WEST DAVIE STREET – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

A request has been received from Wake County to encroach on City right-of-way at 201 West David Street in order to install planters, landscaping, concrete sidewalk, and an electrical vault encroaching into the right-of-way.  All of this is according to plans drawn by Kimley-Horne & Associates dated April 27, 2007.

Recommendation:  Approval of the encroachment subject to conditions outlined in Resolution 1996-153 and 1) the Owner shall obtain a “Right-of-Way” permit from the Inspections Department prior to installation; 2) the Owner shall contact “NC One Call Center” 48 hours prior to excavation and shall remain 10’ from existing utilities; 3) the Owner shall contact the City Urban Forester for a “Vegetation Impact Permit” prior to planting and shall comply with guidelines as presented by the City Urban Forester for type of preferred species; installation, maintenance, etc. of the landscaping; 4) the Owner shall water and maintain the plantings for a minimum of 1 year and all plant material shall be alive and vigorous at the end of 1 year; or shall be replaced at Owner or Homeowners’ Association expense; 5) the Owner shall install ADA/DOT complaint tree grates and tree pits shall be 4 feet by 6 feet or larger.

Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

ENCROACHMENT – 8501 LOUISBURG ROAD/2801 FORESTVILLE ROAD AND SURROUNDING STREETS ON HIGHLAND CREEK

A request has been received from Centex Homes to encroach on City right-of-way at 8501 Louisburg Road and 2802 Forestville Road and surrounding streets of Highland Creek in order to install landscaping and a low retaining wall encroaching into the right-of-ways as described in information on maps drawn by the John R. McAdams Company.

Recommendation:  Approval of the encroachment subject to conditions outlined in Resolution 1996-153 and 1) the Owner shall obtain a “Right-of-Way” permit from the Inspections Department prior to installation; 2) the Owner shall contact “NC One Call Center” 48 hours prior to excavation and shall remain 10’ from existing utilities; 3) the Owner/Homeowners Association shall ascertain that within the sight triangles shown on this plan that no obstruction shall be between two and eight feet in height above the curb line elevation or the nearest travel way if no curbing exists; 4) the Homeowners Association shall maintain the proposed landscaping in perpetuity.

Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

BUDGET AMENDMENTS – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

Fire – 12,720.11 – to appropriate reimbursement for training and travel expense from NC Department of Crime Control and a public safety incurred by the Urban Search and Rescue Team.

Parks and Recreation - $1,996.00 – to accept donations for the Rose Garden in memory of Shawn Johnson, Lake Johnson in memory of Carry Gilmore and Ravenscroft School to continue their support of Raleigh Parks.

Planning - $24,500 – to appropriate funds from Wake County per the interlocal agreement to provide services for designation and administration of historic landmarks located within the City of Raleigh.

Public Utilities - $19,000,000 – to provide funds for the short term borrowing associated with the purpose and installation of meters by Automated Meter Reading Program.

Public Works/Transit - $423,863.00 – the FY 2007 - 2008 Budget for Section 5307 (& 5303) FTA Planning Grant has been prepared to establish budgetary accounts to continue receiving funds from the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) for planning activities within the Transit Division of the Public Works Department in the amount of $423,863.  This proposed budget is incorporated in the Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) which was adopted by the Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) on April 18, 2007, and the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT).  The funding is 80% Federal funds ($339,091), 10% State funds ($42,386), and 10% City funds ($42,386).  This Budget Ordinance Amendment is to establish the budgetary accounts for the Section 5307 & 5303 FTA Planning Grant for FY 2007 – 2008.

The agenda outlined the revenue and expenditure accounts involved in the various budget amendments.

Recommendation:  Approval of the budget amendments as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 252 TF 71.

CONDEMNATION – TRYON ROAD WIDENING PART D – RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED

Efforts have been unsuccessful to obtain needed easements; therefore, it is recommended that a resolution of condemnation be authorized for the following:
Project Name:
Tryon Road Widening Part D (Dillard Road to Campbell Road)

Name:  
George Edward Jones and Carol E. Jones
Location:
5620 Tryon Road

Name:

Rebecca Stallings Reid

Location:
5040 Tryon Road and 5040 Tryon Road B

Name:

Ronald C. Schatz & Margie Schatz

Location:
1401 Leanne Court

Name:

Daniel Worth Woodall & Mary Ruth Woodall

Location:
0 Tryon Road and 5309 Tryon Road

Recommendation:  Approve condemnations.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  See Resolutions 282, 283, 284 and 285.

PW 2004-4 – TRYON ROAD PART B – CHANGE ORDER #1 AND FINAL – S. T. WOOTEN CORPORATION

This change order is for a net increase of $410,689.30.

Reason:

Adjustment of quantities to finalize the contract and addition of items necessary to complete the project.  The accounts proposed to accommodate the change order are from projects that were completed under budget.

History:

Original contract amount

$4,578,289.88

New contract amount


$4,988,979.18

Budget accounts to be amended:

Transferred From:

525-8688-79001-975

Tryon Road B Capital Project Reserve

$ 63,705.46

531-8688-79001-975

Tryon Road A Capital Project Reserve

     9,369.28

531-8688-79102-975

Tryon Road A ROW Acquisition Cost

151,428.08

531-8688-79202-975

Tryon Road A Gen Construction Contracts

112,898.99
531-8688-79290-975

Tryon Road A in Const Progress-Misc

   73,287.49










           $410,689.30

Transferred To:

531-8688-79202-976

General Construction Contracts

           $410,689.30
Recommendation:  Approve the change order in the amount of $410,689.30 and budgetary transfer.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 252 TF 71.

SANITARY SEWER REHAB PROJECT PHASE IV – CHANGE ORDER #8 – PARK CONSTRUCTION CORPORATION – APPROVED

This change order is for a net increase of $159,002.67.

Reason:  For additional work for the replacement of the sanitary sewer through Hymettus Park and a portion of the sanitary sewer on Central Prison property.

History:

Original contract amount

$1,228,313.13

Previous net changes (ADD)

$   465,707.20

New contract amount


$1,853,023.00

Budgetary accounts to be amended:

Transferred From:

325-8468-79001-975

Main Replacement



$159,002.67

Transferred To:

325-9591-79202-975

Sewer Rehabilitation Phase IV

$159,002.67

Recommendation:  Approve the change order in the amount of $159,002.67 and the budgetary transfer.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 252 TF 71.

E.M. JOHNSON WATER TREATMENT PLANT – CLEARWELL EXPANSION CHANGE ORDER #7 – IN-WATER SERVICES COMPANY, INC.

This change order is for a net increase of $150,000.

Reason:  For additional work including removal of deteriorating baffle walls and associated support assemblies in the Raw Water Pump Station wetwell.

History:

Original contract amount

$  150,000.00

Previous net changes (ADD)

$  841,155.53

New contract amount


$1,141,155.53

Budgetary accounts to be amended:

Transferred From:

348-9026-79001-975

Water Tank Rehab/Maint

$  92,411.00

348-9285-79001-975

EMJWTP Clearwell Rehab

    57,589.00










$150,000.00

Transferred To:

348-9285-79202-975

EMJWTP Clearwell Rehab

$150,000.00

Recommendation:  Approve the change order in the amount of $150,000 and the budgetary transfer.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 252 TF 71.

TRANSFERS – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented transfers in the Departments of Convention Center, Information Technology and Public Utilities.  The agenda outlined the Code Accounts involved and the reasons for the recommended transfers.

Recommendation:  Approval of transfers as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 252 TF 71.

BID – NEUSE RIVER WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT SPRAY SYSTEM PHASE II – BID AWARDED TO PIPELINE UTILITIES

Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, bids were received and publicly opened on May 7, 2007, for the Neuse River Wastewater Treatment Plant Spray System, Phase II with Pipeline Utilities submitting the low bid in the amount of $1,105,477.  Pipeline Utilities submitted a 14.91% MWBE participation plan.

Recommendation:  Approve the low bid of Pipeline Utilities in the amount of $1,105,477 (transfer to be handled administratively).

Transferred From:

349-9305-79001-975

NRWWTP Reuse Pump Disinf Irr Impv

$1,105,477.00

Transferred To:

349-9305-79201-975

NRWWTP Reuse Pump Disinf Irr Impv

$1,105,477.00
Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

TRAFFIC – VARIOUS CHANGES – ORDINANCES ADOPTED

The agenda presented recommended changes in the traffic code relating to traffic schedule entries for the June 30, 2007 annexations.  Recommendations were also presented relative to no parking zones on portions of O’Berry Street and Cartier Street, residential permit parking on a portion of Polk Street, no parking zones on portions of Corporation Parkway and Saunders Street as well as corrections to the traffic code relating to Price Street being renamed Crusader Drive.

The agenda outlined the exact locations involved and the reasons for the recommended changes in the traffic code.

Recommendation:  Approval as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  See Ordinances 253 and 254.

END OF CONSENT AGENDA

PARKS AND RECREATION FACILITIES BOND – OCTOBER 9, 2007 – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

To proceed with the proposed October 9, 2007 referendum for $88,600,000 Parks and Recreational Facilities Bonds, it is necessary for Council to pass a resolution making certain findings and determinations, authorizing the filing of an application with the Local Government Commission in connection with the proposed issuance of Parks and Recreational Facilities Bonds by the City, and authorizing the City Clerk to publish a notice of intent to file such application.

Recommendation:  Approve the above resolution and authorize related actions.  Mr. Isley pointed out he withdrew this from the consent agenda questioning when the Council would consider the specific language to go on the ballot.  Mayor Meeker stated he would like to discuss that later in the agenda when discussion on the bond promotional committee is discussed.  Mr. Stephenson stated he had withdrawn the item as he had the same question.  Mr. Isley moved approval of the resolution and related actions as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote. See Resolution 280.

WATER CONSERVATION ORDINANCE – PROPOSED AMENDMENT – ADOPTED WITHOUT FEE; PROPOSAL WITH A FEE REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

In preparing for implementation of the July 2, 2007 start of the City’s lawn irrigation restrictions under the City’s recently revised Water Conservation Plan, Public Utilities staff identified that the revision to Section 8-2175 of the City Code does not provide the ability for the City to issue permits for irrigation every day for a 45 day period in order for new lawns to get established, as was provided for during the previous mandatory water conservation specified periods of 2002 and again in 2005.

A draft ordinance has been prepared to add a paragraph to the current end of Section 8-2175 (c) (1), copy in the agenda packet.  The language here is based on the current provisions in the stage 1 mandatory water conservation ordinance, where this need was addressed. It is proposed a $50 fee be charged for recovering the processing and inspection cost for this new permit service.  Management of these special permits was a significant staff resource drain for Public Utilities during the 2002 and 2005 mandatory water conservation periods, so it is proposed this impact be mitigated with a permit fee, since this will now be a permanent new service in CORPUD.

Recommendation:  Approve the New Lawn Irrigation Establishment Permit Ordinance provision to Section 8-2175 of the City Code, as proposed.  
Mr. Craven stated he had withdrawn this from the Consent Agenda pointing out a $50 fee for what seems like an email generated permit seems a little high; therefore, he would suggest that the item be referred to Public Works Committee for consideration.  Without objection the item was so referred.

Later in the meeting, the City Manager suggested that the Council adopt the ordinance to add a paragraph to allow the City to issue permits per irrigation everyday for a 45 day period in order to get new lawns established and remove the $50 fee at this point but keep the item in Public Works Committee to consider whether to charge for the permit fee.  Mr. Craven moved adoption of the ordinance without the fee but with the understanding the proposed would remain in Public Works Committee.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 251.

TEXT CHANGE – DENSITY – FLOOR AREA RATIO MAXIMUMS WITHIN THE O&I-1 DISTRICTS – REFERRED TO THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

In accordance with the City Council’s directive, the Department of City Planning has drafted a proposed text change to clarify the Zoning Code to allow a mixed residential/office development locating on the same lot to maximize both the allowable residential density and maximum office FAR (TC-5-07).  In addition, the draft text change proposes clarifications to the number of principal uses and buildings permitted on a lot.

Recommendation:  Authorize for public hearing on Tuesday, July 24, 2007 a text change that clarifies the Code regarding mixed use residential/office developments on the same lot within the O&I zoning districts.
Mr. Crowder stated he had asked that this item be withdrawn from the Consent Agenda pointing we are getting ready to have a comprehensive plan update.  He stated he would like to get a little more dialogue on this proposal such as how many O&I-1 zoning districts we have, the adjoining uses, what type transportation is available to serve the sites, etc.  He stated under this proposal we would be doubling the density and while he is not necessarily against the proposal we do have a lot of O&I throughout the City.  He would like for the item to be studied a little in Comprehensive Planning Committee.  Without objection the item was so referred.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

REZONING Z-62-06 – SIX FORKS ROAD – REFERRED TO THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE; COMMITTEE MEETING TO BE RESCHEDULED
This request is to rezone approximately 3.0 acres, currently zoned Residential-4 and Neighborhood Business Conditional Use.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Office and Institution-1 Conditional Use.

CR-11103 from the Planning Commission finds that the proposed rezoning is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated June 8, 2007.

Planning Commission Chairman Baker explained the request, existing zoning and proposed zoning.  He stated this application does have a valid statutory protest petition.  He pointed out the request complies with the Comprehensive Plan and the conditions address things such as access, etc.  He stated rezoning Z-62-06 was filed and was being considered and Z-07-07 was filed and it was felt the two cases are related.  He stated there was a good bit of neighborhood opposition to Z-07-07 and the Planning Commission held up action on Z-62-06 to allow Z-07-07 to catch up.  The cases stayed in Committee of the whole for quite some time.  He pointed out Z-07-07 is not in compliance with the comprehensive plan and does have a good bit of neighborhood opposition.  The Planning Commission decided to kick Z-62-06 out with the recommendation of approval and continue working on Z-07-07.  He stated he understands a letter has been sent to Council members from an outside attorney but the Planning Commission cannot address those comments.  He stated there is a process in place and there has been lengthy discussion on the proposal.

Mr. Craven pointed out there has been significant concern expressed about issues related to height, setback, etc. along Monument Lane.  He feels that those concerns and comments should be addressed; therefore, he would suggest that the item be sent to Comprehensive Planning Committee.  After discussion it was agreed to refer the item to Comprehensive Planning Committee. 

Mr. Craven pointed out referring this item to Committee starts the 15th day window for which conditions could be changed.  He explained his son has been accepted into the Naval Academy and that will occur on June 27, which is the date for the next Comprehensive Planning Committee meeting.  He stated if possible he would like for the Comprehensive Planning Committee to change its meeting times to allow him an opportunity to participate in his son’s Commissioning if the Committee cannot, he will send in his concerns and attend his son’s Commissioning.

SP-84-06 – CAR SPA AUTOMOTIVE – REFERRED TO COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

This request is to approve a 1,589 square foot 2-bay automatic car wash on a 0.42 acre site currently consisting of three lots, zoned Industrial-1.  This is a retail use located within 400 feet of a residential use or zone but not within 100’ of a residential use or zone.

CR-11104 from the Planning Commission recommends approval with conditions.

Planning Commission Chairman Baker explained the request and the Planning Commission’s discussions and recommendations.  He talked about previous site plan for a car wash on this location and cross access agreements which were put forth.  He explained there is a car wash associated with the adjacent Kangaroo Station pointed out that is a separate parcel and it was adjacent to residential and so different rules and regulations applied.  He stated concern has been expressed relative to the cross access eating up the developable property.  The Planning Commission felt strongly about leaving the cross access in place.

Ms. Taliaferro pointed out the previous carwash caused quite a bit of controversy and she feels this item should be looked at by the Comprehensive Planning Committee.  She stated the internal circulation could cause some problems pointing out she is not that concerned about access to Capital Boulevard but is concerned about internal access and traffic movement on the property.  Without further discussion the item was referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee.

SPECIAL ITEMS

PARKS BOND – 2007 – PROMOTIONAL COMMITTEE – APPOINTED; WORDING ON BALLOT – ESTABLISHED; QUESTIONS RELATIVE TO IMPACT FEE – TO BE PLACED ON JULY 10 AGENDA AS A SPECIAL ITEM

During the May 15 Council meeting the Council approved a 2007 Parks Bond Proposal.  It was directed that the item be placed on the June 5 agenda to consider naming a Parks Bond Promotional Committee.  Mayor Meeker had suggested the possibility of naming Bill Flourney and Bill Ross as honorary co-chairs.  It was suggested that each Council Member submit a name and the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board be asked to submit a couple of names.  Thus far, the following names have been submitted:

Chuck Neely (Meeker/Isley); Norman Camp (West); Jan Kirschbaum (Taliaferro); George Chapman (Kekas); Sig Hutchison (Meeker).  These have all agreed to serve.  Information on the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board will be in the agenda packet.

The City Clerk indicated Dr. Norman Camp had suggested that Patricia Johnson be placed on the committee pointing out Ms. Johnson had been a member of the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board, etc., with Dr. Camp indicating the two of them could work together but he would like for Ms. Johnson to be the primary person.  Mayor Meeker suggested adding Sonny Mountcastle.  Ms. Kekas added Jean Pope and Bob Rankin.  City Manager Allen pointed out the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board recommends David Knight and Peter Benda.  Mayor Meeker moved that all these be confirmed as the formal Park Bond Promotional Committee.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

Mayor Meeker moved that Mr. Neely and Ms. Kirschbaum be named co-chairs pointing out Bill Flourney and Bill Ross would be honorary co-chairs.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

City Attorney McCormick pointed out Council members received the following memorandum in their agenda packet relative to bond referendum ballot question options.

1.  You requested several options for ballot language for the upcoming park bond referendum.  I have listed three options.  Option 1 is the language the City has been using for issues for about the last 5 years.  Option 2 has the language the city used on ballots prior to the change that brought about the language in Option 1.  Option 3 is a possibility to consider if you wish to provide even more information about a tax increase.

Option 1

Shall the order adopted on __________, 2007, authorizing not exceeding $__________ PARKS AND RECREATION BONDS of the City of Raleigh, North Carolina for the purpose of providing funds, together with any other available funds, for improving and expanding the existing park and recreation facilities of said City and acquiring and constructing new park and recreation facilities of said City, inside and outside its corporate limits, including without limitation, the acquisition of land rights of way and the furnishing of incidental facilities and equipment be approved?

Yes _____

No  _____

Option 2

Shall the order adopted on __________, 2007, authorizing not exceeding $__________ PARKS AND RECREATION BONDS of the City of Raleigh, North Carolina for the purpose of providing funds, together with any other available, for improving and expanding the existing park and recreational facilities of said City, inside and outside its corporate limits, including without limitation, the acquisition of land and rights of way and the furnishing of incidental facilities and equipment, and authorizing the levy of taxes on said bonds, be approved?

Yes _____

No  _____

Option 3

Shall the order adopted on __________, 2007, authorizing not exceeding $__________ PARKS AND RECREATION BONDS of the City of Raleigh, North Carolina for the purpose of providing funds, together with any other available funds, for improving and expanding the existing park and recreational facilities of said City and acquiring and constructing new park and recreational facilities of said City, inside and outside its corporate limits, including without limitation, the acquisition of land and rights of way and the furnishing of incidental facilities and equipment, and authorizing the levy of taxes in an amount, that would be two cents or greater than the City’s existing ad valorem property tax rate, sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on said bonds, be approved?

Yes _____

No  _____


The underlined sections are the ones giving the various choices of language.

City Attorney McCormick explained the various options.

Mr. Stephenson presented the following and pointed out he feels there are other options that could be utilized to pay for the Parks needs rather than having to raise taxes and went over the following suggestions.

Shall the order adopted on __________, 2007, authorizing not exceeding $__________ PARKS AND RECREATION BONDS of the City of Raleigh, North Carolina for the purpose of providing funds for improving and expanding the existing park and recreation facilities of said City and acquiring and constructing new park and recreation facilities of said City, inside and outside its corporate limits, including, without limitation, the acquisition of land and rights of way and the furnishing of incidental facilities and equipment, and, even though the City will make every effort to use other sources of revenue to pay the principal and interest on said bonds, authorizing the levy of taxes in an amount sufficient to pay the principal of and the interest of said bonds, be approved?

Mayor Meeker pointed out Option 3 seems to make sense.  Mr. Isley spoke in support of Option 3 pointing out he feels that gives more information, meets the City’s fiscal responsibility, does not surprise anyone and tells the public what the rate would be.  Mr. Isley moved approval of Option 3.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Craven.  Mr. Craven stated he thought the specifics of Option 3 would be less damaging than the fear and the imagination of people not knowing what the tax increase may be.  He stated he feels we should put it out there in the language outlined in Option 3 and work hard to make sure the parks bond passes.

Mr. Stephenson spoke in support of his proposal pointing out he doesn’t mind putting all of the information on the ballot about dollar amounts, tax increase amounts, etc., as he feels it is important to let the voters know but he also feels it is important to let the voters know that there are other methods to pay for these needs without a property tax increase.  He suggested taking Option 3 as suggested by the Attorney but include his words “even though the City will make every effort to use other sources of revenue to pay for the principle of an interest in said bonds.”  Mayor Meeker questioned if we have the numbers and what type tax increase may be required and talked about the reevaluation.  How to proceed was talked about at length.  What the law is and the authority in levying of taxes was discussed.  City Attorney McCormick pointed out the bond order is required by Statute to say that the governing body can pay for the bonds through a tax increase but that information is not required to be on the ballot.  Mr. Stephenson talked about giving the maximum amount of information to the voters and he feels it would be good to have some language that says a property tax increase is just one of the alternatives that may be considered to pay for the bonds but to definitely point out that it is not necessarily what will happen, there are other alternatives.

Mayor Meeker made a substitute motion to approve Option 2 as outlined by the City Attorney.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West.  Ms. Taliaferro spoke in support of Option 2 pointing out we do not want to box ourselves in by giving too much information because at this point we do not know the actual amount of tax increase that may be required if any.  She feels Option 2 is best.  The substitute motion as made by the Mayor to approve Option 2 as the language on the parks bond ballot was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Isley and Mr. Craven who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-2 vote.

Mr. Stephenson stated in terms of what other options may be available he had put together the following questions that he would like for Council to consider at the next meeting.


Impact fee requests for staff
1.  Updated list of impact fees charged by Raleigh and its neighbors – especially Cary (to compare Raleigh fees with our neighbors).

2.  Proposal for graduated impact fees as recommended in the Duncan Report (to address affordability.

3.  Approximate fee level required to eliminate or substantially reduce the property tax increase likely to result if the Parks Bond passes.

4.  Approximate added fee for a median home, and the added monthly payment on a 30 year mortgage for that median home (to address market impact of a fee increase).

APSO request for staff
5.  Provide a preliminary report on Franklin County’s year-old Adequate Public Schools Ordinance, which is currently being discussed by the Wake County School Board (a method for making sure county school facilities keep up with municipal growth).

Mr. Stephenson stated what he is proposing is a two step process.  First he would like for the Council to start discussion about what alternatives ways we have to pay for the parks bond and get information from staff on his questions.  Mayor Meeker suggested that staff make comments on Mr. Stephenson’s 5 questions and to place this item on the agenda for July 10 as a special item for review of Staff’s comments and decide where to go from that point.  Mr. West questioned if we would be looking at other revenue streams with Ms. Kekas asking for a comparison of impact fees and tax rates in other cities.  Mr. West stated he would like to have as much information as possible.

REZONING Z-12-05 – DOWNTOWN OVERLAY DISTRICT AND TC-6-05 – DOWNTOWN RESIDENTIAL HOUSING OVERLAY DISTRICT – TO BE PLACED ON JULY 10 AGENDA

During the November 15, 2005 Council meeting Rezoning Z-12-05 and TC-6-05 were approved at the recommendation of the Comprehensive Planning Committee.  It was also directed that TC-6-05 be reviewed in 18 months to see if any changes need to be made.  The item is placed on this agenda for further consideration.  Staff will be prepared to present a review at the July 10, 2007 Council meeting.

Without objection it was agreed to place the item on the July 10 agenda as a special item to receive the report.

SADLACKS HEROES – 2116 HILLSBOROUGH STREET SPECIAL USE PERMIT – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS; TO BE PLACED ON JULY 10 AGENDA FOR APPROVAL OF FINDINGS OF FACTS AND CONCLUSIONS

During the June 5, 2007 Council meeting, a hearing to consider a request for a Special Use Permit for outdoor amplified entertainment at Sadlacks Heroes, 2116 Hillsborough Street was held.  Following the hearing, the City Attorney was asked to work with the applicant and place the item on this agenda for further consideration. (SU-2-06).

City Attorney McCormick indicated he had met with the applicant and he feels that they have reached some good compromises and he would suggest granting a 1 year special use permit to Sadlacks with the following changes. Presently the amplified entertainment can occur between 4:30 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays.  He would suggest that be changed to 3:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.  Presently they have a special use permit to do 15 charitable events per year.  The owner is willing to go to 10 charitable events per year on Sundays between 2:30 p.m. and 9:00 p.m.  She would agree to give a 48 hour notice to the police department by providing the information to the three commands in that district.  This written report of the events would have the name of the charity involved and the contact person in charge.  There would be management on site and that information would be provided.  The owner would post the listing of these requirements on the employee bulletin boards so that everyone understands the requirements.  If there are three AEP violations within a 1 year period, it will automatically set a hearing to consider revocation of the Special Use Permit.  City Attorney McCormick indicated the last thing is not a condition, however the owner had agreed to contact NCSU and get a copy of their examine schedule so that she can work around that when scheduling events.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the Special Use Permit with the conditions as outlined by the City Attorney with the understanding the item would be placed on the July 10 agenda to consider approval of Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Isley.  City Attorney McCormick indicated the property owner did have some concerns about some other law enforcement issues in the area and he had advised her to contact the police about those.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

SU-1-07 – CENTRAL PRISON – APPROVED

During the June 5, 2007 Council meeting, a hearing was held to consider a Special Use Permit for expansion of Central Prison located at 1300 Western Boulevard.  Following the hearing, the Council took action to approve the Special Use Permit and it was directed that the item be placed on this agenda to consider the following findings of fact and conclusions of law as drafted by the City Attorney.
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SU-1-07
IN RE:
N.C. Department of Correction Central Prison Expansion

On June 5, 2007, the Raleigh City Council held a hearing to receive evidence in the matter of SU-1-07, a request for an approximate 217,807 square foot cumulative expansion of Central Prison located  at 1300 Western Boulevard within the Industrial-2 zoning district.  As a result of that hearing and the testimony and other evidence received there the City Council makes the following findings of fact and conclusions of law.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1.
All parties necessary to the determination of this request were properly notified and were or had the opportunity to be represented at the hearing.

2.
Raleigh City Code §10-2145 requires the following conditions be satisfied before a special use permit for prison expansion may be issued.

a. There shall be no flood lighting which beams directly into nearby residential areas.

b. The street capacity adjacent to the site is sufficient to safeguard the public health, especially with regard to the size and frequency of commercial vehicles involved with the transportation of inmates and for the shipping and receiving of materials in connection with the facility.

c. Transitional protective yards which conform to code Section 10-2082.9 for high impact uses shall be installed.

d. The use is in accord with development criteria established by City Council adopted plans and policies such as the Comprehensive Plan and redevelopment plans, and if there is a conflict between plans and Code provisions, the more restrictive shall apply.

e. The use will not be injurious to property or improvements in the affected area.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1.
The requirements of the Raleigh City Code have been met and the applicant is entitled to a Special Use Permit.

2.
Pursuant to the provisions of G.S. 160A of the North Carolina General Statutes, the City Council is empowered to place conditions upon a special use permit.

3.
The request made in SU-1-07 is hereby approved.

Mr. Isley moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

EAST VISION IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGY – TO BE PLACED ON JULY 10 AGENDA AS A SPECIAL ITEM

During the March 6, 2007 Council meeting the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommended implementation strategies and other directions for the East Vision Plan.  The City Council approved the recommendations with the understanding action would be deferred 45 days to give an opportunity for discussions between Southeast Raleigh Assembly and the CAC.  The item was discussed again on April 17, 2007 and at that time it was directed that the item be placed on this agenda to receive a report on the status of discussions/actions, etc.  The Southeast Raleigh Assembly and CAC’s will have a written report by the end of June and will present to Council at the first meeting in July.  Without objection it was agreed to place the item on the July 10 agenda for further consideration.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

AQUATICS FACILITIES STUDY UPDATE – INFORMATION RECEIVED

In October of 2006 City Council authorized Parks and Recreation staff to negotiate a contract with Szostak Design of Chapel Hill to administer an Aquatics Facilities Study in consultation with Councilman-Hunsaker of St. Louis, Missouri.  Over the last several months staff has worked closely to collect data and public input from across Raleigh.  Consultants from Szostak Design and Councilman-Hunsaker will give a short presentation to City Council.  The purpose of this PowerPoint presentation is to brief Council on the study process, trends both nationally and locally in aquatics and the future of this project.

Steven C. Bentley, Parks Planner/Design Development pointed out we are about half-way through the study and the purpose of the presentation today is to go over what is happening nationally, let the Council know about the process, where we are heading, what is on the horizon, etc.  He pointed out the City of Raleigh has not conducted an aquatic study since 1979.  He pointed out the study shall assess both the quantity and quality of aquatic leisure services and opportunities provided by the Raleigh Parks & Recreation Department and should include a local inventory, an analysis of existing public and private pools; a market and demographic analysis; a needs assessment; analysis of spatial distribution of aquatic facilities, costs; and recommended implementation and prioritization of the results.  He explained the City currently has six outdoor seasonal swimming facilities, one outdoor swimming facility that has an air structure over it in the winter months and one indoor facility.  He went over the process that will be utilized including a review of the programs and facilities, research area demographics, access national aquatic trends, survey potential user groups, evaluate existing area providers, develop options for programming, develop project cost estimates, identify search areas, estimate revenue potential, estimate operating expenses, determine cash flow and an implementation strategy.  

Mr. Hunsaker went over the types of aquatic programming including competitive, recreation instructioned, fitness and therapy, explaining how each is utilized, the benefits and types of opportunities in each category.  He talked about developing a tool kit of options, the public process, stakeholders, user groups, etc.

Roger Spears talked about the needs and what other communities in Wake County are doing, talked about other providers, types of facilities, where we are in the study.  He stated the study would not select sites but would develop criteria for site selection.  They went over the study schedule, the various meetings, talked about the definition of success.

Mr. Crowder talked about getting information on how the City of Raleigh could partner with other folks and gave the example of Lake Johnson/Athens; talked about the different trends, growth, senior citizen population, the need to provide amenities in areas where they are not available, Mr. West talked about starter homes without amenities and whether the group is looking at that kind of factors as it relates to the needs.  Life cycles of pools and how that figures into the equation was touched on.  The assessments, cross section of responses, how surveys were conducted, how and where information on the meetings was distributed, private facilities and how they play into consideration was discussed.  The report was received with no further action.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD

SYSTEM INTEGRATION PLANS FOR ALVIS FARM, TROTT-STRICKLAND, AND MILBURNIE PARKS – ADOPTED 

Last July the City Council authorized staff to negotiate a contract with Arcadis G&M of North Carolina to facilitate System Integration Plans for Alvis Farm, Trott-Strickland and Milburnie Parks.  Over the course of several months, Arcadis developed a series of draft Existing Condition Reports for each site.  These reports were reviewed by Parks and Recreation staff and brought before the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB) for its consideration.  The PRGAB referred the review to its Parks subcommittee.  In April, the Parks Committee reviewed all three reports and referred them back to the PRGAB.  The draft SIPs were posted online for public comment.  Signs and letters were sent to nearby property owners, etc. to collect public input.  The PRGAB reviewed the draft SIPs at its regularly scheduled meeting on May 17, 2007.  Public comments and questions were addressed at that meeting.  The PRGAB unanimously voted to send all three draft System Integration Plans to the City Council for consideration.

Recommendation:  Adopt the draft System Integration Plans for Alvis Farm, Trott-Strickland and Milburnie Parks as forwarded by the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board.

Parks Planner Stephen Bentley, of the Design Development Division of the City's Parks and Recreation Department, made a slide presentation to the City Council.  He showed the location of the three sites and explained that the System Integration Plan (SIP) process is a sub-section of the overall City Park Master Planning Process described in City of Raleigh Resolution No. 2003-735.  The objectives of the SIP are to develop a set of guidelines for the interim management of parkland prior to the initiation of a Master Plan, to document existing site conditions and constraints, to establish the park's classification consistent with the Comprehensive Plan, and if applicable, any proposed special intent for the park.  The development process began with the consultant.  Arcadis performed a thorough documentation of the sites to develop an existing conditions report for staff.  Staff reviewed and commented on the report and prepared follow-up information if necessary, then sent the information to the PRGAB.  The PRGAB commented on the report and sent it to the Parks Committee.  After the Parks Committee review and comments, the report was returned to the PRGAB and is now being presented to the City Council.

Lindsey Riddick of Arcadis G&M also made a slide presentation to the Council showing views of the sites, including terrain and structures, and providing the information summarized below:

Alvis Farm (92.9 acres)


Natural Resources


♦
One man-made impoundment on-site


♦
Three wetland areas


♦
Gently rolling terrain with steeper slopes towards the Neuse River


Cultural Resources


♦
Structures are not eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)


♦
Moderate potential for intact archaeological sites along the levee ridge (northern part of tract)


Interim Management Recommendations


♦
Annual comprehensive inspection by a Parks and Recreation Department review team.


♦
Mark the property's boundaries with carsonite posts.


♦
Review any lease agreements for the property and review the level of care for the property.


♦
Determine if structures on the site (i.e., barn, outbuildings, houses) would be useful for park purposes.  Remove the abandoned house from the southern portion of the property if it is determined not to be cost effective to maintain it.


♦
Research the potential for partnering with (leasing to) a local landowner for growing some type of crop.


♦
Continue current management practices (mow fields, grade access road, remove trash, inspections).


♦
Continue efforts to acquire adjacent properties.

Mr. Riddick pointed out that the interim management recommendations for Alvis Farm apply to all three properties.

Trott-Strickland (37.53 acres)


Natural Resources


♦
Lower Barton Creek


♦
One unnamed tributary (UT) to Lower Barton Creek


♦
Two man-made ponds


♦
Two wetlands


♦
Unique features – umbrella magnolias, koi


♦
Evidence of terrestrial mammals (white-tail deer and raccoon)


♦
Relatively flat topography, sloping toward Lower Barton Creek


Cultural Resources


♦
Structures are not likely to be NRHP-eligible


♦
Research suggests that the site was part of a mid-to-late 19th-century farm or plantation


Interim Management Recommendations


♦
Continue inspection of the dock at the pond three times a year for needed maintenance and repairs.


♦
Determine continued need for dock; repairs/replacement costs.


♦
Research the origin and create a plan for the koi fish in the pond.


♦
Determine if the outbuildings would be useful park purposes.  Remove any abandoned structures that are not cost effective to maintain. 

Milburnie (91.76 acres)


Natural Resources


♦
Bridges Lake (semi-permanent impoundment)


♦
One unnamed tributary (UT) to Neuse River


♦
Three wetland areas


♦
Upland ridges and slopes


♦
Archaeological sites (three)


♦
Cemetery


♦
Milburnie dam (off-site)


Interim Management Recommendations


♦
Continue current management practices (remove trash, grade access road, control invasive/exotic species, inspections).


♦
Include the cemetery site with other City of Raleigh cemetery locations for management and monitoring.


♦
Remove the abandoned mobile home and debris from the Milburnie West site.


♦
Evaluate the condition of the greenway access road for potential future improvements. 


♦
Continue efforts to acquire properties (Milburnie West).


♦
Evaluate the effects that removing the Milburnie dam would have on the park site/resources.  Develop a contingency plan to address the potential effects.

There was no discussion of this item.  Ms. Taliaferro moved to adopt the System Integration Plans for Alvis Farm, Trott-Strickland and Milburnie Parks as forwarded by the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board.  Mr. Isley seconded the motion and approval was unanimous.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a vote of 8-0.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

PLANNING COMMISSION – ANNUAL REPORT AND WORK PLAN – RECEIVED

Per Council Resolution 2002-240 regarding the duties and responsibilities of City Council Boards and Commissions, the Planning Commission submitted its annual report for FY 2007-2008.  As requested in the resolution, the Planning Commission's work items for the next fiscal year are described in the report.  The two main items are the updated of the Comprehensive Plan and several text changes.

Recommendation:  That the report be received.

The report was received without discussion.

REQUEST AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

SIDETRACK BREWPUB – VARIANCE FROM RIGHT-OF-WAY DEDICATION ON HARGETT STREET – APPROVED

Andrew Leager, Sidetrack Brewpub, requested a variance from right-of-way dedication on Hargett Street associated with Sidetrack Brewpub at the corner of Boylan Avenue and Hargett Street.  This is associated with Building Permit Transaction #179593.

City Manager Allen explained this request with it being pointed out in background information that during the initial review of this project a need for a variance was identified with respect to right-of-way requirements along Hargett Street which is classified as a minor thoroughfare and requires the dedication of ½ of an 80 foot right-of-way.  The existing building is located immediately adjacent to the back of the sidewalk which renders the dedication requirement impractical in this case since the building envelop is not being modified.  Staff has no issue with supporting a request for a variance in this issue.  Mr. Crowder moved approval, his motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro.  In response to question Mr. Leager stated he hopes to be open in about six months.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

ART PROGRAM – REQUEST TO AMEND TIER II – REFERRED TO TRANSIT AUTHORITY; SHAMROCK CAB COMPANY ADDED TO LIST

John W. Graham presented the following request.

I ask that the Tier II part of the ART program and see if it can be improved in two ways.

First:

Extend Tier II services beyond Raleigh’s bus line – specifically into Cary.  

Why do I ask this?

My daughter Anna is totally Deaf and Autistic, and she has been so since her birth 52 years ago.  She neither hears nor speaks.  She has worked very happily at Life Experiences in Cary for more than 25 years.  That is an excellent program that pays people with disabilities for their work.  There is no comparable program in Raleigh.  Some time ago Life Experiences moved from South Hills Mall to the western part of Cary – Tier II does not go beyond Raleigh’s bus lines.  So I ask Council to investigate expanding the reach of Tier II so that a Raleigh resident with disabilities who has to work in Cary can be helped.

Second:

Since 1988 my daughter has been transported to Life Experiences by a small taxi cab company called Shamrock.  A husband and wife team drive the cabs, and are excellent at meeting the needs of the handicapped people they serve – but no perfect in their paper work.  Last September they failed to submit some forms to the ART program on time and lost their place on the Tier II approved list.  They are now on a waiting list to be reinstated but seemingly there is little chance of that happening.  

These people love my daughter and she loves them – they can understand and communicate with her.  Other cab companies have tried but failed to do so – once Anna waited a week in her apartment for a cab that never came.  

I think this is an administrative matter which the Council should correct.

City Manager Allen pointed out he had talked with Mr. Graham about his request.  He stated the City of Raleigh manages about 45 different cab companies in the ART program and when one of those comes off Shamrock could possibly be added.  He talked about the rotation list and the need to keep the list at a manageable level.  Ms. Taliaferro asked about referring the change in the Tier II Program to the Transit Authority.  Without objection, it was agreed to follow that course of action.  Mr. Isley moved that Shamrock Cab Company be added to the Tier II ART Program.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

ALLIANCE MEDICAL MINISTRY, INC., - REQUEST FOR CAPITAL SUPPORT – REFERRED TO BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Mayor Meeker pointed out his wife volunteers with the Alliance Medical Ministry, Inc. and questioned if he should recluse himself from participating in this item with the City Attorney stating there is no problem with the Mayor participating in the item.

Dr. Susan T. Weaver, Executive Director of Alliance Medical Ministry, provided a report on the growing success of Alliance Medical Ministry and requested the City Council to assist the group with its Hope and Healing Capital Campaign.  She passed out a packet of information which indicates the group provides care for more than 30,000 patient visits since opening and currently provides care for more than 5,000 uninsured patients.  They provide comprehensive medical care at the fraction of the cost of local emergency rooms.  She pointed out as the number of uninsured has skyrocketed so have the requests for services.  They have increased services every year by 30% while still operating under budget.  She stated the group has purchased a new facility that would allow them to more than triple their current capacity.  Once the renovations are completed they anticipate being able to provide care for more than 15,000 uninsured patients with more than 40,000 patient visits.  She talked about the increased efficiency that will be allowed in their new facility and requested the City Council’s support of $100,000 for the purchase and renovation of the new facilities.  She pointed out this is a one-time request explaining they are in a $3 million capital campaign.  She explained monies that have received from the County and pointed out the request they are making of the City could be provided over a several year period.  

Mr. West asked if the Alliance Medical Ministry is in anyway duplicating the service offered by Rex Health Care with Dr. Weaver indicating it is not.  She explained the difference in the services that are provided.  Without discussion the item was referred to Budget & Economic Development Committee.

CITY PROGRAMS – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Helen Tart presented the following prepared statement.

A recent CAC newsletter used a quote (from Immanuel Kant) that asks the question: "What kind of neighborhood would mine be if all my neighbors paid the same attention to it that I pay?" Government, especially city government, can give people the means to respond to that challenge. And Raleigh does a decent job of it too -- Especially in the last several years.

During this budget season, I thought I'd better express my appreciation for all the things that the city does to educate and involve its residents:

-The CACs and all the other programs that Community Services provides, like the Neighborhood College, the Leadership Institute, the Neighborhood Quality Team to name a few.

- The agendas and minutes of the various boards and commissions being available on the city website.

- The city clerks office, in all it's glory.

- The numerous public meetings that the various departments hold: Parks and Rec, Planning, Public Works, and so on. I know some of these meetings are federal requirements. But I'm usually impressed by the thought and organization that is put into these meetings.

- The special programs like the 21st Century City Lecture Series that the Urban Design Center is sponsoring.

- The newest and my most recent favorite is the streaming video of these meetings and of other RTN programs. Maybe it's silly, but to be able to immediately go back to a Council meeting and see what really happened is almost mind-altering. I could watch your June 11th budget meeting the next day, without to keep up with when the meetings are and remembering to set the VCR.

Sometimes I hear people making fun of all these public participation type things. To me, these kinds of things are government's first responsibility.

You can make procedures and policies; you can fund services; you can change statues. None of that matters -- a lot of it is just wasted money and effort, unless you can get the word out to the people affected. To paraphrase one of the "founding fathers": The success of democracy depends on an informed and involved public.

Plus from a strictly business point of view, I think it's a good investment. Just by getting city information out into the hands of more citizens, it reduces the need for city employees to spend their time explaining things one-by-one to 300 thousand plus people, besides that not really being feasible. More effective, less expensive - what more could you want.

So first request: Continue the funding and support for these programs.

Second request: Raise the awareness of these programs. For example:

- The CACs. At this point, it doesn't really matter what they were originally designed to do in the 70s. They've become - at least in my neighborhood - a framework for connecting people into a community. But two-thirds of  the people that I tell about CACs, never heard of them. How you raise awareness, is going to be different in each CAC. Maybe you could give each chair or each CAC staff person a dedicated marketing budget or partner with a business that's had success in marketing to that part of the city. You work with the people who are in the CAC now -- to find out who's not coming to the meetings, who's not getting the newsletters.

- The streaming video. One of the best ways of raising awareness of this is for me to keep saying it, every time I talk to you. Maybe one of you could mention it at the beginning and the end of each council meeting; add a line to top of  the council agendas that says:  "This meeting will be available on the city website in streaming video".

- All the other stuff on the city website. I know -- there is a huge digital divide in society in general and in Raleigh specifically. (Honestly I think council should be working on bridging that divide. That's whole different Citizen Request.) Early in the development of the website, I picked up a brochure on how to navigate the city website. Maybe update that and post it on the website. Then I could print it out for people who trying to find something on the site.

Finally, my most radical request: Allow people to connect their passions - legal passions -- to the city.

Neighborwoods is a good example of what I'm talking about. A lot of people care about trees. Neighborwoods allows people with minimal effort to contribute to more trees in Raleigh, or with more a little more effort to improve their personal environment by agreeing to take care of a tree that the city plants for them.

Another example close to my heart: The dog parks. Most of the people are just there for their dogs. People follow the rules, because the rules are for the health and safety of the people and the dogs. When something is needed - water buckets filled or wood chips spread or City Council members called - it gets done. At Oakwood Park, nobody 

(except maybe a few of the neighbors like me) came to the dog park to chase the drug dealers away. That just kind of happened when a hundred or more people, and dogs, in course of a day started moving in and out of the park. This was made possible by a volunteer group and, in Oakwood's case, the Parks and Rec volunteer coordinator.

Mostly the city isn't really very welcoming of this kind of thing. That should change.

Another example: The proposed skate park. I was at the public meeting at Carolina Pines. The presenters talked about the "skate community". The neighbors were concerned, among other things, about who was going to be monitoring the skate park. I sat there and wondered why somebody wasn't proposing a volunteer "skate group" that would help the Parks and Rec staff  identify and solve problems.

I think the reason that nobody proposes that kind of thing is there aren't many examples of it out there in Raleigh. Of course, staff can't ask citizens to "do their job for them", so what often happens is nothing. Leaders, like yourselves, can suggest these things.

There are so many opportunities out there, to take a small citizen investment of time or money or equipment and turn it into something that will make a major difference in one small part that citizen's life. A citizen could sponsor one of those street-side trashcans on their street and agree to empty it. Bus riders could take up a collection for a shelter at a stop that doesn't meet the Transit Division's boarding policy for a shelter.

I can feel a dozen staff members out there cringing at the logistical nightmare that these kinds of programs can create. It's worth the effort because, besides actually getting things done, you built connections to citizens. And those connections will ultimately make the staff's job easier.

These ideas are mostly just that- ideas. I didn't go into painful detail about them all because my goal was to get you thinking about these types of things. I'll take questions now if you want or after the meeting or both. Council meetings are long enough as it is.

Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to Ms. Tart for her comments pointing out they are very timely.  

SUBDIVISIONS S-31-99 AND S-125-98 - WAKEFIELD CROSSING/WAKEFIELD COMMONS LOT – VARIANCE – APPROVED

Michael F. King representing Wakefield Commercial LLC had requested a variance relating to Wakefield Crossing/Wakefield Commons lot.  Backup material indicated the variance request relates to Code Section 10-9027(b)(c).  The background material indicated the Subdivisions S-31-99 and S-125-98 were approved prior to the adoption of stormwater rules found in Part 10.  In order to be exempt from stormwater rules all building permits had to be obtained by May 1, 2006.  Tracts 1, 63, 15, 602, 603 and 604 of the Wakefield Crossing Subdivision and Tracts 26, 254, 255, 256, 261, 262, 263 and 264 of the Wakefield Commons Subdivision had not applied for building permits so those lots would have to comply with all stormwater regulations.  It was pointed out when these subdivisions were originally developed, NCDENR required that a water quality pond be placed on tract 7.  This pond is a part of the existing property owners association.  The stormwater from all tracts in this subdivision are being treated for nitrogen removal with this water quality pond.  The backup information indicated after reviewing stormwater calculations, the conservation staff finds that it does comply with stormwater quality and quantity regulations.  Since there is an existing pond in this subdivision and the pond is treating stormwater leaving the site, staff would recommend exempting the subdivision from the maintenance covenant and stormwater replacement fund provisions in Part 10, Chapter 9.  It should be noted that the Council granted this same sort of variance for other portions of Wakefield Commons and Wakefield Crossing at the June 20, 2006 and January 9, 2007 meetings.  Mr. Isley moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

SOLID WASTE COMPOST FACILITY – 825 NOWELL DRIVE – TO BE PLACED ON JULY 10 AGENDA TO RECEIVE REPORT FROM ADMINISTRATION

Ron Ferrell, Nowell Pointe Subdivision, pointed out the location of his subdivision which is in this Arena Small Area Plan.  He explained the North Carolina Division of Solid Waste is responsible for overseeing this type compose facility and they have been notified of the neighborhood concerns.  He stated he was at the meeting to let the Council know that this type facility can be located within the City’s jurisdiction with little or no notification to surrounding properties.  He explained concerns which relate to strong odors, increased traffic with large garage trucks parking in their neighborhood, lingering dust, noise associated with the trucks, increased traffic, etc.  He requested the Council to review and explain how this type facility can be located in a jurisdiction without notification.  He stated there are 35 residential properties within 200 feet of this facility.  He presented a petition which he indicated was signed by over 80 residents of the area expressing concern about a facility which did not exist when they purchased a home in that location.  He called on the Council to review the process and procedure to determine how this site received city approval to move forward and to make sure all of the rules and regulations were followed.  He pointed out he would like for the Council to determine that the facility is in compliance with all City regulations and zoning requirements associated with Industrial-1 zoning including the stormwater requirements mandated by the Neuse River Basin – Nutrient system waters management strategy.  He stated once the Council does a study, if it is determined that all rules and regulations were followed, then he is suggesting that the City Council amend the appropriate zoning ordinances and or institute policies which would prohibit this type of facility from being located within 1,000 feet of a residential community without notification of the residents.

City Manager Allen pointed out staff had checked and the facility meets all of the grading and soil erosion standards. There has not been a comprehensive review to determine if all other requirements were met.  Mr. Crowder asked about tree preservation.  Mr. Isley suggested getting a report from Administration as there are a host of departments involved such as planning, zoning, transportation, etc.  Mr. Crowder pointed out this facility borders his district, near the arena and he is not sure exactly how to handle the situation.  He feels we need to have a total review of how this facility went forward pointing out we have a lot of industrial property that joins single-family homes.  After brief discussion it was agreed to refer the item to administration and the City Attorney, place the item on the July 10 agenda as a special item to receive a report and decide at that point how to move forward.

MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

UNFIT DWELLINGS – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the adoption of an ordinance prohibiting occupancy of the unfit dwellings until repaired to comply with the requirements of the Housing Code and pursuant to the provisions of Section 10-6130 of the Code of the City of Raleigh.

LOCATION
PROPERTY OWNER
TAX ID NO.
TIME LAPSE

212 Haywood Street (C)
Gladys E. Jones
0053948
99 Days

853 Newcombe Road (C)
William T. Nowell
0003524
118 Days

509 Rosengarten Alley (D)
Johnson & Hamill 
0039516
116 Days


   Properties LLC

307 South Swain Street (C)
Peggy B. Mills
0023014
81 Days

Mayor Meeker stated 212 Haywood Street should be withdrawn from the agenda as the situation has been resolved.  Without objection that item was with drawn.  The Mayor opened the hearing on the other locations no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of an ordinance declaring these properties unfit.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 255.

UNFIT BUILDING DEMOLITION – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This was a hearing to adopt an Ordinance authorizing the demolition of the unfit buildings as listed below and pursuant to the provisions of Section 10-6127(d) of the City Code if the repairs necessary to render the dwellings fit for human habitation are not completed within ninety (90) days.




VACATED 

LOCATION
PROPERTY OWNER
TAX ID NO.
& CLOSED

1205 Angelus Drive (C)
DSK, Inc.
0144323
August 31, 2005

1713 Oakwood Avenue (C)
Jonathan K. Mitchell
0038211
November 21, 2005

121 South Tarboro Road (C)
Lynda Ruddle Gilchrist
0046307
April 18, 2006

The Mayor opened the hearing, no one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of an ordinance authorizing the demolition as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 256.

SALE – 301 HILLSBOROUGH STREET – HEARING – APPROVED

This was a hearing, pursuant to NCGS 160A-457 and 158-7.1, to consider the private of sale of property to 301 Hillsborough Street Partners, LLC for not less than $3,845,000.  City Attorney McCormick indicated following the hearing if the Council wishes to proceed it would be appropriate to move approval and authorize him and the City Manager to execute the appropriate documents.  The Mayor opened the hearing no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Isley moved approval of the sale as proposed.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

ANNEXATION – WAL-MART SUPER CENTER TRACTS 1 AND 2 AND INTERVENING RIGHT OF WAY – HEARING – ORDINANCE AND RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the petitioned annexation of property known as Wal-Mart Supercenter tracts 1 and 2 and intervening right-of-way.  If following the hearing the Council wishes to proceed with the annexation, it would be appropriate to adopt an ordinance annexing the property effective June 30, 2007 and a resolution placing the property in City Council Electoral District C.  The Mayor opened the hearing no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Crowder moved adoption of an ordinance annexing the property as outlined and adoption of a resolution placing the property in the appropriate electoral district.  His motion seconded by Mr. Isley and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 257 and Resolution 286.

EASEMENT SALE – 2700 CONNECTOR DRIVE – HEARING – APPROVED

This was a hearing to consider the sale of water and sewer easements relating to property at 2700 Connector Drive in Wake Forest (the agenda indicated this was an exchange but the City Clerk made the correction).  The Mayor opened the hearing no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of a resolution authorizing the sale as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 287.

EASEMENT EXCHANGE – 9201 GLENWOOD AVENUE – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the exchange of a 20-foot City of Raleigh sanitary sewer easement for a relocated 20-foot sanitary sewer easement at 9201 Glenwood Avenue.   The Mayor opened the hearing, no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of a resolution authorizes the exchange as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 288.

EASEMENT EXCHANGE – HOUSE CREEK SANITARY OUTFALL – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the exchange of sanitary sewer easement relating to property owned by George Marshall in connection with the House Creek Sanitary Sewer Outfall Project located along the northeast side of Blue Ridge Road.  The Mayor opened the hearing, no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of a resolution authorizing exchange as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 289.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

CLARENCE E. LIGHTNER PUBLIC SAFETY CENTER – SCHEDULE AUTHORIZED; – RFP PROCESS APPROVED

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends approval of the schedule and action steps as recommended by Administration to begin the process for the Clarence E. Lightner Public Safety Center as included in the agenda packet.  The first step would be beginning the RFP process for design services.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West.  Ms. Taliaferro questioned the cost involved with the Mayor pointing out the overall project is approximately $100 million.  City Manager Allen pointed out we will know the figures by budget time next year and the reason for this proposal is to get a better cost so we can move forward.  He stated it will not cost anything to do the RFP except advertising, etc.  Mr. Crowder stated he wanted to make sure that when we do the RFP and move forward with this project that we make it an environmentally friendly civic building which is sustainable, green architectural designs, etc.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

LAND TRUST INCENTIVE – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN; YEARLY REPORT TO BE PROVIDED
Mayor Meeker reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends approval of the current Upper Neuse River Clean Water Initiative administrative cost percentage of 18% of Raleigh’s $1 million per year funding amount and approval of the goal to reduce the administrative cost percentage from Raleigh funding no more than 15% in FY 2010 assuming the City continues to fund UNCWI annually.  The Committee also recommends an annual report to Raleigh at the end of each fiscal year.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

UNDERGROUND PARKING DECK – TRANSFER RELATING TO LED LIGHTING FIXTURES – APPROVED

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends approval of the budget transfer of $400,000 from Parking Capital Reserve Fund (446-9763-72006-975) to Underground Parking Deck Lighting Budget (446-9376-79499-975). On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson.

Ms. Taliaferro asked about the additional cost per space with City Manager Allen pointing out he does not look at this as additional cost to the deck.  This is being taken from the parking fund.  The parking fund will pay for the fixtures and this is basically a loan from the parking fund that will be paid back.  Mr. Crowder asked about a restocking fee if the lights cannot be sold.  Ms. Taliaferro expressed concern pointing out if we sell the lights we have on hand and are going to recoup that money why are we transferring money to pay for the lights.  She stated it looks to her as if it is additional cost.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Ms. Taliaferro and Mr. Craven who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-2 vote.  See Ordinance 252 TF 71.

NEW HORIZONS – DEMOLITION AUTHORIZED

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends that the Council authorize demolition of the city-owned vacant and boarded up New Horizon apartment complex located at 1467 Sawyer Road.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

NEW BERN AVENUE DAY CARE CENTER – DIRECTION GIVEN

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends that the City commence on a parallel track of remediation of the asbestos and lead-based paint found in the New Bern Avenue Daycare Center and to start the planning process to determine how the building can be re-used as a multi-purpose facility including the daycare center.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West.

Mr. Crowder objected to the wording of the motion as outlined in the agenda pointing out that is not the motion he made at Committee.  He stated the Committee agreed to move the daycare back to the New Bern Avenue location once the problems have been abated.  Discussion took place as to the exact motion made in committee with City Manager Allen pointing out the daycare center may or may not want to move back into the facility.  He stated they would have to move to an alternate location while the City determines how to abate the problems and working to determine how to use the facility when the problems have been resolved.  He stated the daycare may or may not want to move back.  They might like their temporary location.  

Discussion took place as to whether the daycare center would or would not want to move back into the location.  Mr. Crowder stated it is his understanding they want to come back to this location that is their desire.  He stated he wants to leave the door open for the daycare to come back to that location.  The motion was restated to read as follows:  The Committee recommends that the City commence on a parallel track of remediation of the asbestos and lead based paint found in the New Bern Avenue Daycare Center and to start the planning process to determine how the building will be reused as a multi-purpose facility including the daycare center if the daycare center wishes to return.  The restated motion was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

SURPLUS PROPERTY – 6501 GLENDOWER BOULEVARD – AUTHORIZED FOR SALE SUBJECT TO UPSET BID PROCESS

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends that the City Council authorize the sale of surplus property located at 6501 Glendower Road to Lawrence Homes, Inc. for $52,000 subject to the upset bid process.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

CONDEMNATION – 3301 TERMINAL DRIVE – DENIED

Mr. West reported the Real Estate Committee of the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends that the Council approve the condemnation proceedings for the acquisition of .61 acres located at 3301 Terminal Drive owned by Can Am South LLC, to be used for additional parking at the Public Utilities Lake Woodward Operations Center.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. West moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker.

Mr. Craven expressed concern pointing out as he understands the City is considering condemning property as the City does not have enough parking spaces for its existing facility.  Mayor Meeker pointed out the City has attempted to negotiate with the adjacent property owner with the City Manager pointing out we have enough parking spaces to meet the code requirements but there are not enough parking to meet the demand which includes employees, visitors, training participants, etc.  Ms. Kekas pointed out she understands the City did lease the spaces from the adjacent property owner.  City Manager Allen pointed out that is correct and the City tried to continue the lease arrangement but the parties could not agree to terms.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out when the City approves plans of a private developer we require them to provide ample parking space according to code and the use.  She stated she does not understand why the City is talking about condemning property because the City did not plan properly.  City Manager Allen again stated the facility has all of the parking required by code.  The City has tried to lease the adjacent property, worked on lease agreements, purchase arrangements, etc. but the negotiations came to a halt.  Mr. Crowder pointed out he understands the adjacent property owner has all the parking they are required to have but he does not feel we should do anything to hamper their ability to market their property.  Discussion followed with various Council members voicing their opinions and expressing concern about the precedent setting and the need for the City to follow its own rules and make sure it plans properly when building facilities.  The motion to condemn the property was put to a roll call vote which resulted in Ms. Kekas, Mayor Meeker and Mr. West voting in the affirmative and the remainder of the Council voting in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion defeated on a 3-5 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

CAC BOUNDARY CHANGES – CONCEPT OF WORK APPROVED – REFERRED TO BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE TO LOOK AT FUNDING

Chairperson Isley reported the Law & Public Safety Committee recommends the City Council approve the scope of work outlined in the May 30, 2007 document prepared by staff and supports the City paying for full review of the City's CAC structure.  The Committee recommends this item be referred to the Budget and Economic Development Committee for consideration of funding sources.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Isley moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  They Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

COMMITTEE MEETINGS – DATES CHANGED

Ms. Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee meeting scheduled for Tuesday, June 26 has been rescheduled until Monday, June 25 at 1:00 p.m.

Mr. Crowder pointed out the Comprehensive Planning Committee will be rescheduled and he will get with the Committee members and announce the new time and date as soon as possible.

Mr. Isley pointed out the Law & Public Safety Committee will probably be changed as he has to be in court on June 26.  He will advise when a time has been scheduled.

HORSES AND OTHER ANIMALS – HEAT – CITY ATTORNEY TO PROVIDE INFORMATION

Mr. Isley pointed out he received an email from an employee in the Supreme Court pointing out that person had watched the horses both the commercial and police horses working in the extreme heat.  He stated the person questioned what kind of ordinances the City has in place to protect the animals such as the horse drawn carriages and police horses working during extreme heat.  He asked the City Attorney to provide a report.

BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE – MS. KEKAS EXCUSED

Ms. Kekas stated she will not be present for the Budget & Economic Development Committee meeting scheduled for June 26.  Mayor Meeker stated the Committee meeting will continue at its regular time and Ms. Kekas will be excused.

RESURFACING – PARK DRIVE – REPORT REQUESTED

Mr. Crowder asked about the status of repaving or repairs to Park Drive.  He pointed out the street, both east and west, is very bumpy, pot holes, etc. and questioned if it is on the schedule for resurfacing.  Administration was asked to provide a report.  

KENTWOOD PARK – RECYCLING CENTER – INFORMATION REQUESTED

Mr. Crowder asked about the possibility of a recycling center/facility being established at Kentwood Park.  The item was referred to Administration.

ABC PERMIT – ZANIBAR – INFORMATION REQUESTED

Mr. West pointed out he had seem some correspondence relative to an ABC permit application for Zanibar on Capital Boulevard.  He questioned the recommendation the Police Department will be making on the application.  Administration was asked to provide the report.

COUNCILMAN WEST – VARIOUS COMMENTS – RECEIVED

Mr. West pointed out he attended a couple events on Saturday that were very enjoyable and spoke about John Chavis Day and the event relating to the Cook Street Joint Venture project.  He stated both were great events and he saw a lot of energy and a lot of motivated people and he is appreciative of all who have contributed to help promote a better quality of life in the two areas.

POPE HOUSE – TO BE PLACED ON JULY 10 AGENDA

Mayor Meeker pointed out he understands the Pope House is about to be acquired by a non profit organization.  He asked that the item be placed on the July 10 agenda to look at the need or how to proceed to Phase II of the Freelon report and whether the Pope House can be moved to Site II.  The item will be placed on the July 10 agenda.

MARTHA GREEN – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Ms. Taliaferro pointed out she is sorry to report that Martha Green passed away over the weekend.  She stated Ms. Green had been an avid City Council watcher and participant over the past couple of years and she will be missed.

TRAFFIC – WEDDINGTON DRIVE – REFERRED TO STAFF

Ms. Taliaferro asked that staff look at the traffic situation on Weddington Drive pointing out there are some very bad blind curves and questioned what could be done to help eliminate any traffic hazards.  The item was referred to Administration.

RESIDENTIAL STREETSCAPE – WHITAKER MILL ROAD – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

Ms. Taliaferro stated she would like for the Public Works Committee to look at the possibility of developing or proceeding with a residential streetscape plan for Whitaker Mill Road.  The item was referred to the Public Works Committee.

TRAFFIC CALMING – SUTTON DRIVE – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

Mr. Stephenson talked about the number of request throughout the City relating to traffic calming.  He stated he has received many request from the Cameron Village neighborhood and talked about the number of accidents involving vehicles/pedestrians.  He stated people want the City to do something.  Speed limits all over the City of Raleigh are not being ignored.  He talked about his recent trip to the west coast area and the successful use of 4-way stops.  He stated the area he is concerned about is Sutton Drive between Daniels and Woodland.  Without further discussion traffic calming on Sutton Drive between Daniels and Woodland Drives was referred to the Public Works Committee.

CAPITAL AREA SOCCER LEAGUE – REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Mr. Craven talked about the Capital Area Soccer League having 9 teens which won State Championships this year.  He talked about the success of the program and pointed out the program has been successful in getting the Southern Regional Championships for 2008 to be held in Raleigh.  There will be 184 teens coming into the area.  It has been anticipated that the economic impact will be between $4 and $5 million.  He talked about the work that is being done to put the tournament together pointing out one of the things relates to the shuttling of the officials for the tournament.  CASL has to provide shuttle service from the downtown hotels to the Soccer Center and also to Wilson where overflow games will be held.  He questioned if the City Council can help provide the shuttle service by utilizing Capital Area Transit buses or funding a request out of City Council contingency.  City Manager Allen pointed out the City could not ask Capital Area Transit because of federal guidelines, etc.  He stated may be Administration or Capital Area Transit can provide information on prices and the Council can see if there are ways to help in the situation.  It was agreed to refer the item to Administration to study, look at ways, contact the Convention and Visitors Bureau and others to see what can be done to help with the situation.

APPOINTMENTS

APPOINTMENTS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

The City Clerk reported the following results of the ballot vote.

Appearance Commission – Three Vacancies – James R. Harris – 7 (All but Kekas); Vincent Whitehurst – 4 (Crowder, Stephenson, West, Kekas); Jeff Wiliford – 3 (Crowder, Stephenson, Meeker); Tyler Highsmith – 4 (Craven, West, Taliaferro, Isley)

Raleigh Historic Districts Commission – Two Vacancies – Marni Vinton – 2 (Stephenson, Crowder); Barbara Wishy – 6 (Craven, Crowder, Stephenson, West, Taliaferro, Meeker); Jane Forde had been nominated; however, Ms. Forde does not live within any of the historic districts therefore is not eligible.

Planning Commission – 3 Vacancies – Matthew Brown – 2 (Craven, Stephenson); Paul Black – 2 (Crowder, Stephenson); Clyde Holt – 5 (Craven, West, Taliaferro, Meeker, Isley); Bonner Gaylord – 4 (Craven, West, Taliaferro, Isley); Dixon – 1 (Taliaferro); Bostic – 1 (Meeker); Linda Harris Edmisten – 6 (Craven, Crowder, Stephenson, West, Meeker, Isley).

Stormwater Management Advisory Commission – One Vacancy – Chad Marshall has been nominated.  Mr. Crowder submitted the name of Randy Mundt.

Raleigh Transit Authority – One Vacancy – Ms. Taliaferro nominated Lanier T. McRee.

It was pointed out that James R. Harris was appointed to the Appearance Commission leaving two vacancies, Barbara Wishy was appointed to the Raleigh Historic Districts Commission leaving one vacancy, Clyde Holt and Linda Harris Edmisten was appointed to the Planning Commission leaving one vacancy and the Stormwater Management Advisory Commission Raleigh Transit Authority will be considered at the next meeting.  

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK

MINUTES – APPROVED AS PRESENTED

Minutes of the June 5, 2007 and June 4, 2007 Council meetings were presented.  Ms. Taliaferro moved approval as presented.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

SURPLUS PROPERTY – CHATHAM COUNTY – SALE AUTHORIZED

During the April 17, 2007 Council meeting, the City Council accepted an offer of $7,875 from Russell and Jacquelyn L. Jones for the purchase of a land locked surplus property located off Lystra Road in Chatham County, North Carolina.  The offer was accepted subject to upset bid process.  The property was advertised in the Chatham News and on the City’s website.  Several upset bids followed with the final advertising occurring on May 21, 2007, and no upset bids were received.  It is recommended that the Council adopt a resolution authorizing the sale of the surplus property to Wallace O. Green for $8,318.75.  Ms. Taliaferro moved approval.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 290.

CLOSED SESSION – HELD

Mayor Meeker stated a motion is in order to enter closed session pursuant to G.S.143-318.11(a)(5) for the purpose of instructing City staff concerning negotiations for properties in the following areas:  Acquisition of property for Dix Park and pursuant to NC G.S.143-318.11(a)(3)(5) to consult with the City Attorney and give direction to him regarding a report on workers compensation cases.  Ms. Taliaferro moved approval of the motion as read.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  The Council went into closed session at 3:30 p.m.

The Council reconvened in opened session at 4:10 p.m.  Mayor Meeker reported the City Attorney had met and advised the City Attorney to workers compensation cases and discussed property and asked the Mayor to write the Governor expressing the City’s interest in establishing a designation park on the Dix property.

Adjournment.  There being no further business Mayor Meeker announced the meeting adjourned at 4:11 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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