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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 4, 2008, in the City Council Chamber of the Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.




Mayor Charles C. Meeker




Mayor Pro Tem James P. West




Councilor Mary-Ann Baldwin




Councilor Thomas G. Crowder




Councilor Philip R. Isley – (Part of Meeting)



Councilor Rodger Koopman




Councilor Nancy McFarlane




Councilor Russ Stephenson

The Mayor called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Dr. Frank Day, St. Barnabas Presbyterian Church.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilor Russ Stephenson.  Mayor Meeker pointed out Mr. Isley is in a deposition and hopefully would be at the meeting but he would be excused when he is not in the Council Chamber.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS

FLAG – PRESENTATION MADE
Lt. Colonel Jayson A. Altieri and daughter, Isabella Grace, indicated he has just returned from Afghanistan and not all soldiers in his unit returned.  While that is regrettable, all understood the risks and sacrifices.  He stated they do their job well because of the support they receive from home, family, friends, etc.  He stated he has a lot of close working relationships with the people in the Raleigh area including the Civil Air Patrol, family, friends, in-laws, etc.  He presented a flag that flew in a combat mission and presented the flag on behalf of the 2-82 Aviation Regiment.  In accepting the flag, Mayor Meeker stated the Flag would fly above City Hall over the next week and then will be put in the City’s archives.
PROCLAMATION – MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS AWARENESS WEEK PROCLAIMED

Mayor Meeker read a proclamation proclaiming March 10-17 as Multiple Sclerosis Awareness Week in the City of Raleigh.  Kay Gooch accepted the award on behalf of the Eastern North Carolina Chapter of the National Sclerosis Society and the many people in our State who have MS.

WATER CONSERVATION – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN; STAGE II CAR WASH RESTRICTIONS – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to all who are working so hard on conservation and explained the impact that hard work has had.  He thanked Terry Brown of the Corp of Engineers and our three Congressmen who were personally involved in our request to the Corp of Engineers to lower the release rates from Falls Lake.  He pointed out they have agreed to reduce the release rate for the month of March and while that doesn’t end our problem it is a major step in the right direction.  It will save approximately 500 million gallons of water in Falls Lake.  He stated no one knows what is forthcoming, dry spells, whatever and talked about our efforts including the water exchange from Lakes Benson and Wheeler and again expressed appreciation to the Corp of Engineers for their assistance.  
Mayor Meeker stated another issue that came up in his press conference relates to inspecting businesses, office buildings, apartments, hotels and fitness centers to make sure all are participating and doing their share by installing low flow devices, etc.  He stated he wanted to make sure that we have the private sector involved and working with us; therefore, he would suggest that the City Council direct the City Manager to have random inspections of 15 office buildings, 15 apartments, 15 hotels and 15 fitness centers inspected to determine their level of compliance with the volunteer installation of low flow devices.  He stated the inspections would not start until next Monday.  We have been talking about having low flow devices in by March 1, for quite some time, etc., and this would give approximately 8 weeks notice.  He again stated it would be a volunteer inspection but could help determine if we need mandatory regulations or next steps.  He asked the City Council to go along with this direction.  Mr. Crowder questioned if the City had installed low flow toilets, or anything other than low flow devices, etc.  City Manager Allen gave a report on what the City has done; the installation of low flow devices, work that is scheduled for next week and possible change out program across the City.  

Mr. Crowder questioned what the City has done as it relates to its buildings with cooling and heating towers.  City Manager Allen point out he had provided this information to Mr. Crowder but would be glad to share it with other Council members.  He stated the City is looking at the settings for our cooling and heating towers which recycle water and making sure our settings are right.  He stated in addition we are conducting a study of technology that may help in this situation.  Mr. Crowder stated he agrees with what the Mayor has suggested but he wants to make sure that the City is not being hypocritical.  We need to make sure our house is in order before we go out to the business community checking, etc.  He stated we are asking everyone to sacrifice and he understands that and the major concern he hears throughout the city is to make sure that we are equitable in our asking people to sacrifice.  We don’t want to put small businesses out of business, as we go through this process, he wants to make sure we are equitable and all are sharing in this crisis.  Mr. West talked about the needs and perceptions and the possibility of doing an inventory to determine what is needed, what needs to be addressed, etc.  Mayor Meeker restated his motion to direct the City Manager to do an inspection of 15 office buildings, 15 apartments, 15 hotels and 15 fitness centers to determine their level of compliance as it relates to low flow shower heads and low flow faucet fittings.  The restated motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  The Mayor asked that the City Manager try to provide the report on the inspections prior to the next Council meeting.
Mayor Meeker stated the next item relates to car washes pointing out the previous City Council adopted regulations, etc., that allow certain allowances for car washes through a certification program and he does not feel the program is working as anticipated.  He talked about state of the art for recycling and the net amount of water that is used.  He stated we need to make sure that car washes that are certified use the right amount of water.  Mr. Stephenson stated he would like a report on what is being proposed for Stage III with Mr. Koopman pointing out he would like to ask staff to investigate the state of art for car washes aiming towards 100% recycling.  Mr. Stephenson stated he would like to know what the likely targets are on Stage III with Mr. Crowder suggesting that we put this in committee while we are waiting for data from the CORP, we could do some work on what our next steps would be.  We need to look at what we are targeting, determine if what is being proposed will put any businesses out of business, what type of trigger points we are going to have, etc.  We need to start the study now.  Mr. Stephenson asked about scenarios of water savings and what we need to look at for Stage III, the time frame for getting the scenarios in hand.  City Manager Allen pointed out Council members received information on the worse case scenarios.  He stated he would be providing information on average cases, etc.  
After discussion as to how to proceed, Mayor Meeker suggested referring to the Public Works Committee the Stage II car washing certification criteria. Without objection the item was so referred.  
Mayor Meeker talked about Stage III and pointed out we do need to work on that but he feels the most important thing to do at this point is to fully implement Stage II, continue to work with the Corp of Engineers, get a report back from the City Manager on the suggestions for inclusion in Phase III with amounts of water saved by the various suggestions and possible trigger points for implementation of Stage III.  He pointed out the lake is replenishing and he feels we need to continue working on the items such as dealing with the car wash situation, get the inspection that was just authorized done, continue our work with Cary on the possibility of purchasing water from Cary.  Then we could look at Stage III.  Mr. Crowder asked about the cost of hooking to the Cary system and also talked about the need to move ahead with Stage III as he feels that will impact a lot of people, some are saying wait until we need to go to Stage III but he feels now is the time to be working on it and set up trigger points.  He talked about the impact of Stage II making sure that everyone is being treated fairly and equitably and the need to be prepared for the future.  Mayor Meeker agreed that we do need to be prepared but we need to get some information and complete some items before moving ahead.  What has been done to address the problem and how people are reacting was talked about.  Mayor Meeker pointed out he is trying to schedule a meeting with the Mayors of the six towns for March 14th at 4:00 p.m. and consult with them as to how to move forward, impacts, etc.  
Mayor Meeker pointed out the City may not have authority to do all it wants to do to address the drought situation.  He asked the City Attorney to provide the Council with some information on what authorities we do and do not have in drought situations and if there is something needed we could get it on our legislative agenda.  He stated Mr. Crowder had talked about the possibility of requiring low flow devices when property transfers or sells with Mr. Crowder pointing out he also had been thinking about when a commercial property changes hands or is renovated to see what authorities we would need to make sure that the plumbing includes low flow devices, low water toilets and urinals, etc.  The Attorney was asked to provide a report.

In response to questioning from the Mayor, City Manager Allen pointed out as far as the cost of acquiring water from Cary is concerned; there are some equipment, installation and some additional engineering work that would need to be done.  At this point we are working on a draft of an emergency water supply agreement.  He hopes to be able to bring that agreement to the next Council meeting but we have to work with Cary and their partner Apex and all have to agree.  He hopes to have those agreements in place and everything else ready by April 1.  He pointed out the rate for that water will be the average between our commercial retail rate and their commercial retail rate and he feels that is a good rate to use.  Mr. Isley suggested that the City Manager keep in mind the problems we had with Cary several years ago relative to the water supply agreement.  City Manager Allen pointed out so far Cary has been very cooperative and helpful.  Discussion took place relative to the rate that will be charged with the City Manager pointing out it is not a wholesale discounted rate it is the average between their commercial customer rate and ours.  He stated there will be some cost involved and if he sees a need for additional money, he would bring that to the Council.  He stated the budget he presents for next year will have any rate increases necessary to cover all of the expenses.  Brief discussion took place as to how we would proceed with Cary with Mayor Meeker pointing out the Manager would work and get a contract, bring it to the Council and the Council would decide whether or not it wanted to buy the water.  He stated in addition it will take State authority for enter basin transfers if the limitations are reached.
Mayor Meeker pointed out Council members had received at the table relative to water supply storage remaining given withdrawal rates of 40 mgd, 38 mgd, 36 mgd, 34 mgd and 32 mgd over the next few months starting with March.  It was pointed out this chart will change as conditions change and rainfall forecast models keep shifting significant rain in and out of Piedmont, North Carolina.  The information included the assumed percentage of median inflow compared to the 2007 inflows.  Mayor Meeker explained the information and pointed out the figures could change tomorrow if it rains tonight, however this gives an idea of how to budget and will help us make a decision as to whether we need to buy water from Cary or when we need to go to Stage III.  In response to questioning from Mr. Koopman as to whether this information will be posted on the web, the Mayor pointed out it could be placed on the web but it would have to be updated almost daily.  Whether this information would be useful to the public was talked about briefly with Mr. Koopman suggesting we should share all information and make sure we are prepared.  People are anxious about the possibility of running out of water.

Mr. West talked about the anxiety level of people relative to this issue and pointed out people’s level of anxiety has a lot to do with the way the Council acts, how issues are addressed and talked about the necessity of looking at both sides of the issue and take everything into account and look at the positives as well as negatives.

Mr. Isley pointed out he has to leave the meeting but there are a couple of items he would like to address; therefore it was agreed to take up those items so that Mr. Isley could be excused from the remainder of the meeting.  Mr. Isley pointed out there is an issue on the consent agenda relating to Clean Water Management Trust Fund Grant – Pigeon House Branch.  He stated he has no problem with the grant but would like for the restoration/stabilization improvements in Cowper Drive Park be referred to Law & Public Safety Committee.  Mayor Meeker stated that would be done during discussion on the Consent Agenda.

Mr. Isley pointed out we have one vacancy on the Environmental Advisory Board and Tommy Craven and Donna Stankus have been nominated and Benson Kirkman will be nominated today.  He stated he doesn’t think he has come across the fact that a former Council member who has as much expertise and who is willing to serve on a Board such as the Environmental Advisory Board to which Tommy Craven is willing to be appointed.  He suggested that the Council appoint Mr. Craven by acclamation.  Mr. Stephenson moved that Tommy Craven, Donna Stankus and Benson Kirkman all three be appointed by acclamation and expand the Environmental Advisory Board by two members.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 358.

Mr. Isley was excused form the remainder of the meeting. 

Mr. West talked about the fact that a lot of people do not know how to get the low flow devices and get them installed.  He talked about the possibility of linking these individuals to other groups to help people get them installed.  Mr. Crowder stated he understands some of the big box retailers such as Lowe’s etc, do not have the low flow devices and it is not going to be easy to get people to install devices if they cannot purchase them.  He asked about the possibility of administration contacting the large retail stores and make them aware that they need to keep an adequate inventory on the self.  Mayor Meeker suggested that the Water Conservation Council which is headed by Ms. McFarlane and Ms. Baldwin take that issue up.
City Manager Allen pointed out he had provided Council members with the regular report on the Falls Lake level and the status.  He stated as of 7:00 a.m. today the Lake is at 243.79 feet which is 7.71 feet below the level of the lake when the water supply pool is full.  He pointed out the current rolling 30-day pumpage demand average from our customers is 39.2 mgd which is a decrease of .05 mgd from last week.  The water supply pool storage in Falls Lake is approximately 33.2% based on the Corp of Engineers estimate yesterday for a total of 4.9 billion gallons.  He stated the water supply days projection using the current 30-day pumpage average and no rain fall is 124 days of water supply pool which is 11 additional days beyond the projected date of last weeks’ report.  He pointed out rain is predicted for tonight and hopefully that will occur and if that does occur these figures will change.  He pointed out in the first 18 days of Stage II mandatory water use restriction is 38.5 million gallons per day or 1.8 million gallons or 4.5% reduction when compared to the pumpage average of approximately 40.3 mgd under the amended Stage I restrictions.  The water demand reduction that has been achieved by the City implementing all mandatory water use restrictions since August 28 comparing the 30 day average to a 30 day average prior to the date is 40%.  He stated we did have a team to go out and look at package plants and we do not have a complete report but it does look favorable and we may secure one to see how that works.  Mr. Crowder questioned the cost with the City Manager pointing out we do not know at this time.
Mr. Koopman questioned the appropriate point for the Council to engage in long-term conservation management with the Mayor pointing out he feels the best time to review is when the current crisis is over.  He talked about the need to monitor the lake, get the low flow devices in place throughout the community and start thinking about prohibiting water for irrigation uses going forth.  Mr. Crowder talked about the Council setting a goal that by 2015 potable water will not be used for anything except health, safety and sanitation.  He pointed out water is becoming a decreasing resource in our nation.  We must start doing something, we can’t keep putting long-term conservation off and kicking that can down the road.  We have put off the tiered rate system and he feels we have to put long-term conservation measures in place pointing out the quicker we do that the more secure our customers will be.  He pointed out OWASA has already gone to a tiered system.  He talked about technology in the building industry and the need to make sure we have the legislative authorities to address the issues.  This is a lengthy process and we must get moving on the critical issues, long term issues, set targets, goals, etc.  Mayor Meeker agreed pointing out he was thinking we should go to prohibitions on the use of potable water prior to 2015.  He stated however we cannot go to the tiered rate system now as our current software does not allow it.  In response to questioning, City Manager Allen pointed out we have sent out proposals for companies to look at a tiered rate system.  He stated our new meter system will be in place by October and hopefully the software which is being addressed through the ERP will come along soon and may be by spring we could look at tiered rates.
Ms. Baldwin talked about the Water Conservation Council pointing out Councilor McFarlane held a meeting.  There were a number of professionals, schools, etc., attending and an educational program is a big piece of that effort.  Ms. McFarlane pointed out they did have a meeting with about 40 people present, there were representative of hotels, motels, restaurants, schools, apartments, car washes, etc.  They are putting together a branding message, working on web site, marketing, and Roxie Cash is working on a school program.  She pointed out she is really impressed with how many people are stepping up and giving up of their time and talent and she hopes by the end of next week, we will have the branding and the message ready to go.  They will meet again and hope to get the message out to the various industries.  
Mr. Stephenson asked about the financial software and brief discussion took place as to whether a decision has been made to go to tiered water rates.  City Manager Allen pointed out he assumed the Council wanted to go to tiered rates as the Council kept pushing for new software, information, etc.  Mr. Crowder moved that the City move toward tiered water rates and get the structures in place as soon as possible.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  Mr. Koopman pointed out he feels spring of next year is too late.  He would like to aggressively move to tiered rates quicker and move the ERP schedule ahead.  
Mr. Koopman also asked about the potential impact of a building moratorium pointing out he had asked about that before, that is, if no additional building permits were issued, how much water that would save.  City Manager Allen stated he did not recall being asked for that information with the Mayor suggesting that the Council be provided a report on that information.  Mr. Koopman expressed concern pointing out we will be adding Lake Benson and Little River some time in the future but as we continue to add homes and build out he fears we could run out of resources.  He stated he is not necessarily advocating for a building moratorium but we need to have this information so we can get our hands around the resource restraints.  Ms. Baldwin pointed out every engineering, architectural and construction firm she knows of is laying off people. This is affecting our economy.  We have to approach this issue and address the issue in the long-term and the short term.  Mr. Crowder said if we are going to be a green city we have to start looking at long-term measures, set goals and targets.  We have to look at things such as a gray water system.  We don’t want to have industry saying they don’t want to invest in our city because we are not addressing the long-term problems.  We need to look at this and how it will affect all people, pointing out there are some dramatic financial issues facing companies, homeowners, companies who are bottling water and shipping it out of the City, etc.  Mr. West talked about the need to look at the positive influences and you need to look at both sides of the ledger and issue.  Mr. Koopman again stated he is not advocating building moratorium he is just trying to make the point that there are constraints on our resources.  He stated if the City cannot manage its resources companies will not want to move here.  We have to look at all issues, be careful and look at all of the issues, develop models, etc.

Mr. Crowder indicated he, Mr. Stephenson and Mr. McFarlane attended the North Carolina State University Urban Design Conference which address issues of standability and to maximize our resources and how we can continue to grow and have NetZero effect if perimeters are in place.  He stated he had ordered tapes for each Council member.  No further action was taken.

CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Meeker presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion.  If a Councilor requests discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  He explained the vote on the Consent Agenda would be a roll call vote.  Mayor Meeker pointed out Council members received a revised description of the Wake County SPCA street closing request and he is requesting that the Clean Water Management Trust Fund Grant – Pigeon House Creek be withdrawn.  Mr. Crowder is requesting the master plan services for the Isabella Cannon Park be withdrawn and Mr. Stephenson requested Contract Amendments 5 and 6 or Archadis G & M of North Carolina be withdrawn.  Without objection the three items were withdrawn and the revised street closure request was included in the Consent Agenda.  Mr. Crowder moved administration’s recommendations on the remaining or revised items on the Consent Agenda be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  The items on the Consent Agenda were as follows:
LEESVILLE PARK – LIBRARY – INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH WAKE COUNTY – APPROVED
Prior to the start of Master Planning for Leesville Community Park the City agreed to consider a branch library on the site.  The concept of the library was well received by the public, and is included on the Master Plan adopted by City Council on May 1, 2007.  The City and County staff have explored preliminary plans, and are proposing an Interlocal Agreement (ILA) for the first phase of development.  Key points of the ILA include a lease of approximately three (3) acres to Wake County for the library building and parking in exchange for an orphan parcel from Wake County and shared costs for design and construction of Phase One development.  The proposed ILA and exhibits are being reviewed by the City Attorney’s office and are in the agenda packet.

Wake County has committed approximately $4.5 million towards the project.  The City of Raleigh has appropriated $1 million from the 2000 Parks Bond for the first phase of park development.

Recommendation:  Subject to review by the City Attorney’s office, approve the Interlocal Agreement for the Leesville Branch Library between the City of Raleigh and Wake County, and direct staff to prepare a lease for further consideration in this project.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Koopman - 7 ayes (Isley absent and excused).
SMITH CREEK AT BURLINGTON MILLS ROAD – UTILITY AGREEMENT – APPROVED – FUNDS APPROPRIATED

The City has been working with the North Carolina Department of Transportation regarding the relocation of sewer and water lines as part of the roadway improvements for the Smith Creek Bridge (B-3705; Bridge No. 125) in the Raleigh service area.  The relocation of these assets is necessary to move them beyond the proposed roadway improvements by the Department.  The amount of this agreement is $16,081.

Recommendation:  Approve the budgetary transfer, concur in the agreement, and authorize the Mayor to execute the agreement.

Transferred From:

320-8337-79001-975
Thoroughfare Mains
$16,081.00

Transferred To:

320-9890-79202-975
Smith Creek Bridge
$16,081.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Koopman – 7 ayes (Isley absent and excused).  See Ordinance 359 TF 86.
LAW ENFORCEMENT JOINT TRAINING FACILITY – UTILITY SERVICE – APPROVED

The City of Raleigh and Wake County plan to construct a joint law enforcement training facility adjacent to the existing police firearms firing range and driving training facility on Battle Bridge Road in Raleigh.  The property is located outside the City’s extra-territorial jurisdiction.  However, the new training facility is immediately adjacent to the Neuse River Wastewater Treatment Plant, and water and sewer service are readily available via the existing 12-inch water main along Battle Bridge Road, and the existing 8-inch gravity sewer main that serves the existing police firing range and driving training facility.  Wake County has formally requested connection to the City of Raleigh water and sanitary sewer systems to serve the facility.  City Council approval is required since the site is located outside the City’s extra-territorial jurisdiction.

Recommendation:  Approve the request for connection to the City’s water and sanitary sewer system.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Koopman – 7 ayes (Isley absent and excused).

ROAD RACE – BANK OF AMERICA HALF MARATHON – VARIOUS ACTIONS APPROVED

Butch Robertson, representing the Bank of America Rocks Half Marathon, requests permission to hold a road race on Saturday, April 5, 2008, from 7:00 a.m. until 11:30 a.m.

Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Koopman – 7 ayes (Isley absent and excused).

STREET CLOSINGS – FOR VARIOUS EVENTS – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

The agenda presented the following requests for temporary street closings.

100 Block of North West Street

Paddy Diamond, representing Napper Tandy’s, requests a street closure on Saturday, March 15, 2008 from 2:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m. for a planned outdoor entertainment event.

He also requests waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.

200 Block of East Martin Street

Frank Mellage, representing the Raleigh St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee, requests an addendum to his original request concerning the festivities surrounding the St. Patrick’s Day parade.  He is requesting a street closure on Saturday, March 15, 2008, from 1:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. for a parachute drop.

He is also requesting that no parked vehicles be allowed on the block from 6:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

200 Block of South Blount Street
Pete Pagano, representing Tir Na Nog, requests a street closure on Saturday, March 15, 2008, from 1:30 p.m. to 1:00 a.m. for a St. Patrick’s Day Celebration.

He also requests waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.

100 Block of South West Street

Charles Belden, representing Buckhead Saloon, requests a street closure on Saturday, March 15, 2008, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 a.m. for an outdoor entertainment event.

He also requests waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.

Portion of Cokesbury Lane

Karen Eberdt, representing the Falls River Subdivision, requests a street closure on Saturday, March 15, 2008, from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. for neighborhood festivities.

2000 Block of Southall Road

Danielle Weber, representing the Edgewater Community, requests a street closure on Saturday, March 22, 2008, from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and Saturday, June 21, 2008, from 11:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. for neighborhood festivities.

Vicinity of RBC Center

Phoebe Coggins, representing the National Multiple Sclerosis Society, requests a street closure on Saturday, May 3, 2008, from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. for the 2008 MS Fundraising Walk.

Vicinity of Moore Square

Paul White, representing the Wake County SPCA, requests a street closure on Saturday, April 19, 2008, from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. for a fundraising Pet Walk.
He requests that Parham Square in the City Market be closed from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. to facilitate further fundraising festivities.
He also requests waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.

Recommendation:  Approval of the various street closings and requests according to conditions noted on reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Koopman – 7 ayes (Isley absent and excused).
CLEANWATER MANAGEMENT TRUST FUND GRANT – LONGVIEW BRANCH WATERSHED LAKE/WETLAND/STREAM RESTORATION DESIGN – APPROVED – BUDGET ACTIONS AUTHORIZED

The City has received notification of a grant award from the Clean Water Management Trust Fund (CWMTF) to complete design plans and specifications to preserve Upper Longview Lake, install a wetland in the headwaters of the lake, and complete stream restoration improvements along a 3,600 foot segment of Longview Branch and a tributary to Longview Branch.  These projects will address water quality concerns in the Crabtree Creek watershed.  Crabtree Creek has been placed on the EPA 303(d) list for impaired waters and noted water quality problems due to levels of sediment and biological integrity.

This project is one of several initiatives by the City in the Crabtree Creek watershed to improve impaired water quality.  Lake preservation and stream restoration and stabilization projects have been funded and programmed in the Stormwater Utility Capital Improvement Program over the next several years.  A public education program targeted to improve water quality is also planned.

The funding split for the design of the improvements along Longview Branch is as follows:

CWMTF



$323,000.00
City of Raleigh


$107,500.00
Recommendation:  Accept the grant and authorize the City Manager to execute the agreement with CWMTF for the grant award, agree to the obligations of the City set out in the grant agreement, including obligating matching City funding for the design of the improvements in the Bertie Creek watershed, and approve the budgetary adjustments.
Increase Revenue Account:

470-9143-51314-000

NC Clean Water Mgmt Trust Fund Grant

$323,000.00

Increase Expense Account:

470-9143-79201-975

Upper Longview Restoration Design


$323,000.00

Transferred From:

470-8659-79001-975

Stormwater System Repairs



$250,000.00

Transferred To:

470-9143-79201-975

Upper Longview Restoration Design


$240,000.00

470-9143-79290-975

Upper Longview Restoration Misc


    10,000.00











$250,000.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Koopman – 7 ayes (Isley absent and excused).  See Ordinance 359 TF 86.

EASEMENT EXCHANGE – NORTH RALEIGH CHRISTIAN ACADEMY – CLERK AUTHORIZED TO ADVERTISED

A request has been received from Dr. S.L. Sherrill, Superintendent of North Raleigh Christian Academy, property owner, through David H. Blevins, P.E., of Development Engineering, Inc., to exchange an existing 20-foot City of Raleigh sanitary sewer easement for a new 20-foot City of Raleigh sanitary sewer easement to serve North Raleigh Christian Academy, located at 7300 Perry Creek Road, in Raleigh.  The proposed sanitary sewer easement realignment is for better lot development and the realignment of the sanitary sewer construction plans have been approved by the City of Raleigh Public Utilities Department.  The property owner is responsible for all costs of the easement exchange.

Recommendation:  Approve the easement exchange and authorize the City Clerk to advertise.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Koopman - 7 ayes (Isley absent and excused).  See Resolution 481.

TELEMETRY UPGRADES – PROFESSIONAL SERVICES – CONTRACT WITH CITI, LLC APPROVED FUNDS TRANSFERRED

A contract of $818,153 has been negotiated with CITI, LLC, for the Phase I and 2 Telemetry Upgrade and Expansion of the existing radio telemetry system servicing the water distribution and wastewater collection systems.

Recommendation:  Approve the contract with CITI, LLC, for the Telemetry Upgrades and the budgetary transfer.

Transferred From:

348-9159-79001-975

VA Security Improvements

$ 260,153.00

348-9776-79001-975

Telemetry Upgrades


   150,000.00

349-8633-79001-975

NRWWTP Electrical Rehab

   387,385.00

349-9031-79001-975

Access to Siphons


     20,615.00










$ 818,153.00

Transferred To:

348-9776-79202-975

Telemetry Upgrades


$410,153.00

349-9776-79202-975

Telemetry Upgrades 


  408,000.00









$818,153.00
Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Koopman – 7 Ayes (Isley absent and excused).  See Ordinance 359 TF 86.
GARNER PUMP STATION SECURITY – THE WACKENHUT CORPORATION – APPROVED

The City currently has an agreement with The Wackenhut Corporation for Garner Pump Station security.  Contract Amendment #1, in the amount of $42,045.30 is for additional security services.

Recommendation:  Approve Amendment #1 (funds are available in the project account).  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Koopman – 7 ayes (Isley absent and excused).

E.M. JOHNSON WATER TREATMENT PLANT 50 MGD PUMP DESIGN AND INSTALLATION PROJECT – AMENDMENT #8 – HAZEN & SAWYER – APPROVED – FUNDS TRANSFERRED

The City currently has an agreement with Hazen & Sawyer for the E.M. Johnson Water Treatment Plant 50 MGD Pump Design and Installation Project.  Contract Amendment #8, in the amount of $170,700 is for additional engineering design/construction services for improvements to the E.M. Johnson Water Treatment Plant during the construction phase of the 50 MGD Pump Addition Project.

Recommendation:  Approve Amendment #8 and the budgetary transfer.

Transferred From:

348-9158-79001-975                       EM Johnson Spill Containment Impvts
$170,700.00

Transferred To:

348-9284-79201-975                       EMJWTP 50 MGD Pump Install
$170,700.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Koopman - 7 ayes (Isley absent and excused).  See Ordinance 359 TF 86.
RALEIGH SAFELIGHT – CONTRACT WITH ACS – EXTENDED ON A MONTH-TO-MONTH BASIS

At the January 22, 2008, Council meeting, staff was directed to negotiate a contract with ACS to administer the City’s Safelight program.  The existing contract expires March 11, 2008.  The new contract is currently being reviewed by ACS and City legal staff and completion is anticipated soon.  Until then, it is recommended that the City continue on a month to month basis with the existing contract.

Recommendation:  Approved.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Koopman – 7 ayes (Isley absent and excused).

PERSONNEL – PARKS AND RECREATION – POSITION RECLASSIFICATIONS APPROVED

The agenda presented the following reclassification requests in Parks and Recreation Department.  

The Parks and Recreation Department would like to request the reclassification of the two Assistant Crew Supervisors; pay grade 28.  The current positions are responsible for management of staff and programs related to the Greenway Construction Section and Greenway Maintenance Section of the division.  The Personnel Department has reviewed the request and concurs with reclassification of the positions.  Funds are available in the salary account.
Recommendation:  Approve the reclassification of the Assistant Crew Supervisors (3352 and 3353); pay grade 28 to Park Operation Supervisor; pay grade 31.

The Parks and Recreation Department would like to request the reclassification of the two Maintenance Worker I positions; pay grade 25.  The current positions are responsible for leading subordinate staff in the inspection and repair of bridges, boardwalks and other related structures within the Structure Maintenance Section of the division.  The Personnel Department has reviewed the request and concurs with reclassification of the positions.  Funds are available in the salary account.
Recommendation:  Approve the reclassification of the Maintenance Worker I positions (3355 and 5637); pay grade 25 to Maintenance Worker II; pay grade 26.

The Parks and Recreation Department would like to request the reclassification of two Service Workers; pay grade 21.  The current positions are performing the duties of an equipment operator as part of the Trail Maintenance Section of the division.  The Personnel Department has reviewed the request and concurs with reclassification of the positions. Funds are available in the salary account
Recommendation:  Approve the reclassification of the Service Worker positions (3344 and 3345); pay grade 21 to Equipment Operator I; pay grade 25.
The Parks and Recreation Department would like to request the reclassification of the two Equipment Operator I positions; pay grade 25.  The current positions are supervising subordinate staff in the Trail Maintenance Section of the division.  The Personnel Department has reviewed the request and concurs with reclassification of the positions.  Funds are available in the salary account
Recommendation:  Approve the reclassification of the Equipment Operator I positions (3349 and 5516); pay grade 25 to Assistant Crew Supervisor; pay grade 28.
Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Koopman - 7 ayes (Isley absent and excused).

BUDGET AMENDMENTS – VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
The agenda presented the following budget amendments:

Administrative Services - $180,000 - to appropriate funding for completion of the space stacking plan.  This funding will be used to finish modifying space in 310 West Martin Street for Community Development and Fire Administration.  The space stacking plan was a result of the original O’Brien Atkins space study and focused on providing adequate operating space for City departments. CIP funding for the plan was issued in FY03, FY04 and FY07.

Fire Department - $94,147 - to appropriate FY08 funds received from the cities of Cary, Chapel Hill and Durham as their share of the jointly-funded Urban Search and Rescue Program.

Parks and Recreation - $950 – to accept the following donations: $200 in memory of Kay Troost for park beautification; $50 from Warlicks for Rose Garden; $100 from Longview Garden Club; and $600 from Triangle United Way for Biltmore Hills MLK Day.

The agenda outlined the revenue and expenditure accounts involved in each of the proposed budget amendments. 

Recommendation:  Approval of the Budget Amendments as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Koopman – 7 ayes (Isley absent and excused).  See Ordinance 359 TF 86.

FORESTVILLE FARMS PUMPING STATION ELIMINATIONS – CHANGE ORDER #7/MOFFAT PIPE, INC. – APPROVED – TRANSFER AUTHORIZED

This change order is for a net increase of $141,600 and time extension of 60 calendar days.

Reason:

For additional construction work to abandon existing pumping stations and construct sewer lines in the Forestville Farms Annexation area.

History:

Original contract amount



$129,328.00

Previous net changes (ADD)



$295,001.50

New contract amount




$565,929.50

Budgetary accounts to be amended:
Transferred From:

349-9030-79001-975                          Sanitary Sewer PS Removal
$141,600.00

Transferred To:

349-9604-79202-975 

           Lake Wheeler Annexation Areas
                $141,600.00

Recommendation:  Approve the change order in the amount of $141,600, time extension of 60 calendar days, and the budgetary transfer.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Koopman - 7 ayes (Isley absent and excused).  See Ordinance 359 TF 86.
NORTHEAST OPERATIONS RENOVATIONS – CHANGE ORDER #G-6 – HARROD & ASSOCIATES CONSTRUCTORS, INC. – APPROVED – FUNDS TRANSFERRED

This change order is for a net increase of $228,078.18.

Reason:

For additional work including fence, tile, infill, replacing diffusers, patch cables, floor, cable, motion detectors, and related appurtenances in the Northeast Operations Center and Existing Operations Center Renovations.

History:
Original contract amount





$2,421,000.00

Previous net changes (ADD)





$393,307.19

New contract amount






$3,042,385.37

Budgetary accounts to be amended:

Transferred From:

325-9603-79202-975


Skycrest/Dogwood Annexation
$125,791.70

348-9396-79001-975


Remote Operations Center

  102,286.48











$228,078.18

Transferred To:

325-9646-79202-975


NE Operations Center


$125,791.70

348-9646-79202-975


NE Operations Center


  102,286.48











$228,078.18

Recommendation:  Approve the change order in the amount of $228,078.18 and the budgetary transfer.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Koopman - 7 ayes (Isley absent and excused).  See Ordinance 359 TF 86.
TRANSFERS – VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented transfers in the departments of Community Development, Information Technology and Publics Utilities.  The agenda outlined the code accounts involved and the reasons for the recommended transfers. 

Recommendation:  Approval of transfers as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Koopman – 7 ayes (Isley absent and excused).  See Ordinance 359 TF 86.
TRAFFIC – VARIOUS CHANGES – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented recommended changes in the Traffic Code relating to speed limit reductions according to requirements of Resolution 1990 – 636 on Sampson Street, a no parking zone on a portion of Eagle Trace Drive and valet parking zones on Fayetteville Street and Tucker Street.  The agenda outlined the exact locations involved and the reasons for the recommendations.

Recommendation:  Approval.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Koopman - 7 ayes (Isley absent and excused).  See Ordinance 359 TF 86.

END OF CONSENT AGENDA

CLEANWATER MANAGEMENT TRUST FUND GRANT – PIGEON HOUSE BRANCH WATERSHED RAIN GARDEN/STREAM RESTORATION CONSTRUCTION – GRANT ACCEPTED; COWPER DRIVE RESTORATION AND STABILIZATION IMPROVEMENT – REFERRED TO LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
The City has received notification of a grant award from the Clean Water Management Trust Fund (CWMTF) for construction of a rain garden (wetland) in Fred Fletcher Park and stream restoration/stabilization improvements in Smallwood Drive, Edna Metz Wells, and Cowper Drive parks.  Engineering design is in progress for the three stream restoration/stabilization projects and the design has been completed for the Fred Fletcher Park rain garden.  These projects will address water quality concerns in the Pigeon House Branch watershed.  Pigeon House Branch has been placed on the EPA 303(d) list for impaired waters and noted water quality problems due to levels of copper, fecal coli form, and low dissolved oxygen.

These projects are part of several initiatives by the City in this watershed to improve impaired water quality.  Sanitary sewer rehabilitation projects and monitoring/studies to determine sources of fecal coli form and other pollutants are already in progress.  A public education program targeted to improve water quality is also planned.

The funding split for the construction of the improvements in Pigeon House Branch is as follows:
CWMTF
$1,110,000.00

City of Raleigh Matching Funds
$2,026,351.00

The City matching funds will include funds from a 319 EPA grant previously awarded to the City through the North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources for $328,000.  Total funding for design and construction of the Fred Fletcher wetland is $1,253,000 and is already funded in the Capital Improvement Program (470-9144).  Funding of $1,800,000 for the stream restoration improvements is already appropriated in the Capital Improvement Program (475-9145).  The funding for the Fred Fletcher wetland and the stream restoration projects will make up the remainder of the City’s matching funds.

Recommendation:  Accept the grant and authorize the City Manager to execute the agreement with CWMTF for the grant award, agree to the obligations of the City set out in the grant agreement, including obligating matching City funding for the construction of the wetland and stream restoration improvements and approve the budgetary adjustments.

Increase Revenue Accounts:

470-9144-51314-000

NC Clean Water Mgmt Trust Fund Grant
$   250,000.00

470-9145-51314-000

NC Clean Water Mgmt Trust Fund Grant
     860,000.00











$1,110,000.00

Increase Expense Accounts:

470-9144-79202-975

Fred Fletcher Park Retention Pond

$   250,000.00

470-9145-79202-975

Pigeon House Branch Stream Rest/Sta
     860,000.00











$1,110,000.00

Mayor Meeker stated he had asked that this be withdrawn from the Consent Agenda as had Mr. Isley.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the grand acceptance and referral of the restoration/stabilization improvements on Cowper Drive Park to the Law and Public Safety Committee.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 359 TF 86.
ISABELLA CANNON PARK – MASTER PLAN SERVICES – ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE CONTRACT

Master Planning and renovation of the 3.5 acre Isabella Cannon Neighborhood Park, formerly Gardner Street Park, is included as part of the 2003 Park Bond.  Requests for Qualifications (RFQ) for the design services were announced through an email message as well as the City of Raleigh Purchasing Department website.  Of the 16 firms that responded and requested a copy of the full RFQ, seven firms submitted proposals on February 8, 2008.

Recommendation: A staff review team recommends negotiating with the top firm, in this priority order: Sells Design Studio, Sears Design Group, and J Davis Architects.  Staff further recommends that the City Manager be directed to execute a contract with the successful firm.  Funds are available for the project and will be handled administratively.  Mr. Crowder stated he had withdrawn this from the Consent Agenda to question if the Parks Department has worked with the community.  He would like to hear from staff on the steps.  
Planner David Shouse pointed out they went through the normal process, did a RFQ, evaluated all of the proposals and at the various firms and looked at the possibility of any particular firms being retained for construction.  They met with the representative of the neighborhood last week to make sure they were aware of the process.  Mr. Crowder questioned if they participated in this selection process as the Council asked.  Mr. Shouse pointed out they participated in the meeting scheduled process, this followed the standard procedure for selection of services and they met and reviewed with the community.  Mr. Crowder moved approval of the recommendation as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

SYSTEM INTEGRATION PLANS – CONTRACT AMENDMENTS 5 AND 6 – ARCADIS G&M OF NC – APPROVED

The original Parks and Recreation contract scope with Arcadis G&M of NC (Arcadis) was to research, draft, and present System Integration Plans for three undeveloped park sites.  Amendment #5 for evaluating the former Public Utilities site adjacent to Durant Park is an increase of $43,500.  This work was completed prior to the Council’s direction to discontinue consideration of this site.  Additionally, Parks and Recreation has negotiated a proposal with Arcadis, Amendment #6, to evaluate the Leonard tract and Sydnor White Community Park site for the North Raleigh Community Center per City Council direction.  Phase one will be reported to the Council for a recommendation on site selection and Phase two will examine the recommended site on a conceptual level (i.e. bubble diagram) for potential development of the entire site.

Recommendation:  Approve amendments #5 and #6, in the following amounts, for Arcadis:
Current Contract Amount


$116,547.56

Amendment #5



$  43,500.00

Amendment #6



$  22,500.00

Total contract amount:


$182,547.56

Funds for this work are available in Durant Community Center Project 625-9775 and NE Raleigh Community Center 636-9881.
Mr. Stephenson stated he withdrew this from the Consent Agenda questioning the time frame for Phase I.  He stated he understands this is a two phase process.  Planner David Shouse pointed out it is hoped that staff can come back with a recommendation of a site within 30 days.  He pointed out Phase I looks at the two sites and consultant will come back and give the pros and cons of the two sites and one site will be selected by Council.  Phase II would be whether a community center could be located on that site.  Mr. Stephenson expressed concern pointing out he understands the consultants are drawing bubble diagrams on the site maps before the master plan committee is put together.  He is a little concerned about how this is proceeding.  He questioned if the Master Plan Committee shouldn’t have input for the concept level development.  Mr. Shouse pointed out the Council asked staff to move quickly with this item.  He pointed out the staff would be involved in Phase I.  Mr. Stephenson pointed out there seems to be two different philosophies on this master plan and he feels that this may be an opportunity to blend the two approaches.  He questioned if there will be an opportunity for blending of the approaches.  Mr. Shouse pointed out at this point they are trying to stay away from the master plan altogether.  There has been no decision made as to which site would be selected and that should occur first and then the master plan committee and direction from Council could come.  He feels it would be helpful to get through Phase I before getting directions for working with the committee.  Mr. Stephenson questioned if the staff needs directions from someone sooner than later.  Mr. Shouse again indicated it would be good to get through Phase I pointing out if and when we get to the point of saying we are going to build a community center on one site or the other staff would need directions but at this point we are just making determinations as to which if either site would be appropriate.  He explained the process for Barwell Road and compared this process to that.  After brief discussion, Mr. Stephenson moved approval of staff’s recommendation.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
LITTER CONCERNS – NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Brandon Jones, North Carolina Department of Transportation Division Maintenance Engineer, indicated he was at the meeting to report on what they are doing about litter on the freeways.  He pointed out last July an inmate was killed while picking up trash along the roadways and the Department of Corrections stopped the process in Wake County.  He explained NCDOT had worked with the Department of Corrections come up with a new process and explained how they will now cluster multiple crews and hit sections of a roadway on a given day.  He pointed out they have been picking up everyday for the last few weeks and they have picked up over 1,000 bags of litter within the last week, there is still a lot of litter to pick up.  He stated they are working hard to try to keep up with what has been distributed but have picked up more than 5 times the amount of litter they would normally pick up in the same road section.  He pointed out by the end of the week they hope to have completed the shoulders of I-40 and then they would go to the shoulders of I-440, I-540, US I, US 64 and then to the median of I-40.  He stated this would take about two months.  They plan on keeping the system of picking up 4-days a week in Wake County and again explained how they will cluster the Department of Correction inmates and DOT will provide traffic control.  They will come in, close the shoulders, put cones up, etc, and make the crews are very visible.  Mr. Koopman questioned if fines are high enough to deter littering with Mr. Jones pointing out NCDOT is not in enforcement but he feels enforcement is the key to preventing litter.  In response to questions, City Attorney McCormick indicated the fines were increased several years ago and pointed out the problem with enforcement is actually catching someone littering.  Mr. Crowder asked about working with law enforcement to set up check points at particular locations and talked about the ramp onto Western Boulevard.  Mr. Jones pointed out enforcement is up to the City of Raleigh and the State Highway Patrol not NCDOT.  Mr. Crowder pointed out possibly we could have someone set and monitor particular problem locations.  
City Manager Allen pointed out the Wake County Board of Commissioners have an effort to enforce littering by hiring off-duty sheriff deputies for litter enforcement.  They are also talking about involving some off-duty City of Raleigh police officers.  The comments were received and Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to Mr. Jones for the report.  

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Meeker presented the Planning Commission Consent Agenda and pointed out Mr. Koopman had asked to withdrawn Z-44-07.  Without objection that item was withdrawn.  Mr. Stephenson moved approval of the remaining items on the Planning Commission consent agenda.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  The items on the Planning Commission Consent Agenda were as follows.

REZONING Z-26-07 – WEST JONES STREET – DENIED

This request is to rezone approximately 4 acres, currently zoned Residential-30 & Neighborhood Business with Downtown Overlay District.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Business Zone Conditional Use with Downtown Overlay District.
CR-11172 from the Planning Commission recommends denial of this rezoning request.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Stephenson/Koopman - 7 ayes (Isley absent and excused).
TC-9-07 – CARWASH FACILITIES – APPROVED

This text change proposes to amend the Zoning Code to revise the regulations for carwashes located within 200 feet of residential uses to require compliance with standards which are intended to mitigate potential negative impacts.
CR-11174 from the Planning Commission recommends that this text change be approved.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Stephenson/Koopman - 7 Ayes (Isley absent and excused).  See Ordinance 361 ZC 616.

END OF PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA

REZONING Z-44-07 – BERNARD STREET – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This request is to rezone approximately 1.37 acres, currently zoned Residential-10.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Residential-15 Conditional Use District.
CR-11173 from the Planning Commission finds that this request is inconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan.  However, based on the Findings and Reasons, the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated February 25, 2008.  

Planning Commission Chairman Mullins explained the request and the Planning Commission discussion and recommendation pointing out basically this was a compromise and pointed out Council members received in their agenda packet a copy of the CR which outlines the findings and reasons.  Mr. Koopman pointed out people are worried about increased density and traffic impact.  He thought the people in the neighborhood agreed to R-12 but here we are talking about R-15 conditional use.  Planning Commission Chairman Mullins pointed out the City does not have an R-12 zone.  The zoning is R-15 with conditions so that the density would not exceed 12 units per acre.  It was pointed out we are talking about only 6 additional units on this property and usually we do not require a traffic impact.  Planning Director Silver indicated in site plan they will look at the traffic impact and determine if any traffic improvements are needed.  Mr. Mullins pointed out a condition of the rezoning is that the site plan would come back to the Planning Commission.  Mr. Koopman moved the Planning Commission’s recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote (Isley absent and excused).  See Ordinance 361 ZC 616.

SPECIAL ITEMS

SPECIAL USE PERMIT – 2-07 NORTH CAROLINA CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION FOR WOMEN – APPROVED
During the February 19, 2008, City Council meeting, a hearing was held to consider a Special Use Permit for expansion of the existing North Carolina Correctional Institution for Women located at 1034 Bragg Street.  The request was for the addition of an approximately 108,712 square foot medical facility within the 192-acre site located in the Office and Institution-1 zoning district.  Following the hearing, the Council took action to approve the Special Use Permit and it was directed that the item be placed on this agenda to consider proposed findings of fact and conclusions of law as drafted by the City Attorney which were as follows:
NORTH CAROLINA 







BEFORE THE RALEIGH CITY COUNCIL 

WAKE COUNTY 





    SU-2-07 


IN RE:

N.C. Department of Correction Central Prison Expansion 
On February 19, 2008, the Raleigh City Council held a hearing to receive evidence in the matter of SU-2-07, a request for an approximate 108,712 square foot cumulative expansion of N. C. Correctional Institution for Women located at 1034 Bragg St., within The Office & Institution I and Office & Institution I Conditional Use zoning district.  As a result of that hearing and the testimony and other evidence received there the City Council makes the following findings of fact and conclusions of law. 


FINDINGS OF FACT



1.
All parties necessary to the determination of this request were properly notified and were or had the opportunity to be represented at the bearing.


2.
Raleigh City Code § 10-2145 requires the following conditions be satisfied before a special use permit for prison expansion may be issued.

a.
There shall be no flood lighting which beams directly into nearby residential areas. 

b.
The street capacity adjacent to the site is sufficient to safeguard the public health, especially with regard to the size and frequency of commercial vehicles involved with the transportation of inmates and for the shipping and receiving of materials in connection with the facility.

c.
Transitional protective yards which conform to code Section 10-2082.9 for high impact uses shall be installed. 

d.
The use is in accord with development criteria established by City Council adopted plans and policies such as the Comprehensive Plan and redevelopment plans, and if there is a conflict between plans and Code provisions, the more restrictive shall apply.

e.
The use will not be injurious to property or improvements in the affected area. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW



1.
The requirements of the Raleigh City Code have been met and the 
applicant is entitled to a Special Use Permit. 


2.
Pursuant to the provisions of G.S. 160A of the North Carolina General Statutes, the City Council is empowered to place conditions upon a special use permit.


3.
The request made in SU-2-07 is hereby approved. 

Mr. West moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

CLARENCE E. LIGHTNER PUBLIC SAFETY CENTER – BUDGET APPROVED; MANAGER GIVEN DIRECTIONS

As authorized by City Council at its meeting February 19, 2008, Kling-Stubbins/Cherry-Huffman have proceeded with outlining the next steps and a report is in the agenda packet to establish funding to continue the Clarence E. Lightner Public Safety Center project work effort.

Recommendation:  Approve the City Manager’s budget actions and authorize funding required to continue with interim relocation work, concept design, programming and budgeting for the Clarence E. Lightner Public Safety Center.  Authorize the City Manager to proceed with the interim process of design and implementation of the project and approve the budgetary transfer, whereupon the issuance of the permanent construction debt, the debt reserves will be replenished with debt proceeds.

Transferred From:

190-0000-79002-591

Biannual Budget Reserve

$2,300,000.00

Transferred To:

505-9192-79001-975

Capital Project Reserve

$   300,000.00

505-9192-79201-975

Design/Planning Contracts

  2,000,000.00









$2,300,000.00

City Manager Allen briefly explained the proposal.  He pointed out this will keep the design team at least through June and in the budget process we could look at permanent funding.  He stated this doesn’t cover any leases that we may have to enter into to relocate people as we find property for relocation that will be taken to the Budget & Economic Development Committee and revenue sources would be identified.  Mayor Meeker moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 359 TF 86.
GARBAGE DISPOSAL – INSTALLATION PROHIBITION – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
The garbage disposal installation prohibition ordinance is the only remaining part of the comprehensive package of sanitary sewer system program improvements, recommended by City staff to the City Council on October 19, 1999, that has not been approved by City Council and implemented by City staff.  The prohibition of garbage disposal units connected to the City of Raleigh sanitary sewer collection system was originally proposed as part of an ordinance regarding the restriction of materials placed into the City’s sewer system.  The City Council approved the materials restriction ordinance at the November 5, 1999, Council meeting, but directed City staff to develop this into a separate ordinance.  The garbage disposal installation prohibition ordinance was then sent to a public hearing that was held at the December 7, 1999, City Council meeting.  After receiving comments at the public hearing, the City Council returned this item to the Public Works Committee for further consideration but no action was taken to approve the draft ordinance.

Recommendation:  Approve the garbage disposal installation prohibition ordinance as proposed. 

City Manager Allen explained the item as outlined on the agenda.  He pointed out the City has a great sewer inspection program and talked about the State’s enforcement relative to overflows, etc.  He pointed out our present sewer ordinance prohibits food of any kind going into the sewer system.  He pointed out we are continuously faced with significant problems relating to sewer overflows caused by grease and we have 40 to 50 overflows each year and close to half of those are caused by grease in the system.  He stated we need to have more education along with the ordinance and talked about the State, enforcement actions and threatening of civil penalties relating to overflows.  
Mr. Koopman pointed out the Baptist Church had to close down this week because of a sewer backup.  Mr. Koopman moved approval of the recommendation as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin.  Mr. Stephenson asked if there is any incentives for people who take their garbage disposals out with the City Manager pointing out the ordinance does not include any incentives for removing existing garbage disposals but we will highlight in our education program the importance of not using them.  Mr. Crowder questioned if we will prohibit the sale of garbage disposals in the city and questioned how this will be enforced.  City Manager Allen pointed out we will work with plumbers and others to help us in the enforcement.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 363.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
STORMWATER RETENTION CREDITS/REBATES – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget and Economic Committee recommends that staff be directed to undertake an analysis for an additional tier for stormwater fees as it relates to the stormwater utility.  The Committee also recommends possible stormwater retention credits and incentives for single-family lots be referred to the Stormwater Management Advisory Committee for development of recommendations.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  

POLICE DEPARTMENT – INCENTIVE/RETENTION – DIRECTION GIVEN

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee was advised that Administration is proceeding with implementing a lateral entry program in the Police Department.  The Committee also recommends that Administration be directed to look at increased starting pay and salary compression in the first 5 years of employment.  Lateral entry and salary compression would add approximately $1 million per year in expenses.  An analysis of starting pay adjustments and increases to the educational incentives will be provided as a budget note in June.  Mayor Meeker moved approval as read.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder.  Mr. Koopman questioned if we are going to pay overtime for police officers.  City Manager Allen pointed out we try to avoid overtime by offering comp time; however, when a certain level is reached overtime has to be paid.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

REZONING Z-2-08 – FALLS OF NEUSE ROAD – DENIED

Chairperson McFarlane reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends upholding the Planning Commission’s recommendation for denial of rezoning Z-2-08 as outlined in CR-11169.  On behalf of the Committee, Ms. McFarlane moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
SP-63-06 – WAKE CROSSING PLAZA – APPROVED WITH AMENDED CONDITIONS

Chairperson McFarlane reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends upholding the Planning Commission's recommendation for denial of Z-2-08 as outlined in CR #11169.  On behalf of the Committee Ms. McFarlane moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

FENCES – CRITERIA FOR LOCATION OF INVISIBLE FENCES – REMOVED WITH NO ACTION

Mr. West reported the Law & Public Safety Committee recommended the item relating to criteria for location of invisible fences be reported out of committee with no action taken.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. West moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker.  Mr. Crowder questioned the discussion that took place with Mr. West explaining the discussion in committee and why the decision was made.  Mr. Crowder questioned if the Committee looked at what other municipalities do as it relates to this, that is, is their best practice.  Mr. West pointed out the staff brought in some information but did not bring any information from other towns.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which passed unanimously (Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

SUBDIVISION S-60-07 – FAIRFAX WOODS – APPROVED AS AMENDED; DIRECTION GIVEN TO STAFF
Chairperson Stephenson reported the Public Works Committee recommends that Council uphold Staff’s recommendation for approval as outlined in CR 11151 as amended by Staff memorandum dated February 22, 2008.  The proposed subdivision does meet City Code regulations with regard to stormwater treatment and the developer has gone above and beyond the Code requirements to address concerns raised by the owner of 5524 Mapleridge Road.  Copies of CR 11151 and staff memorandum outlining the developer’s proposed solutions are in the agenda packet.  On behalf of the Committee Mr. Stephenson moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

WATER METERS – OAKS OF BENTLEY WOOD SUBDIVISION – SOLUTION APPROVED AS EXCEPTION TO POLICY

Chairperson Stephenson reported the Public Works Committee recommends that Council uphold staff’s recommendation to install a permanent tag in each of the water meters consisting of a 5-inch by 1-inch non-corrosive metal plate welded to the resident side of the meter box along the lip of the meter box that is stamped with the unit numbers.  It is understood that the cost for this work will be paid for by the affected condominium unit owners.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Stephenson moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder.  City Manager Allen explained this item pointing out the number of cross connections that have been corrected under present policy and the number that are left.  He questioned if what is being recommended here is a change in policy or an exception to our policy.  Mr. Stephenson pointed out Mr. Koopman went out and looked at the circumstances and felt that correction would be very expensive.  Mr. Koopman pointed out apparently someone in the water department had fixed several of the buildings and he feels we should extend that to others.  The Committee agreed that what they are recommending is an exception to the policy not a change of the policy.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

RALEIGH HOUSING AUTHORITY – MEETING – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. West pointed out he, Mr. Crowder, Mr. Stephenson, Community Development Director Grant, Bill Rowe and some of the CAC Chairs met with the Raleigh Housing Authority Board recently and he feels they had some extremely good dialogue.  He stated there have been some misunderstandings about service to the low income seemingly some misconnect or lack of understanding on the part of some board members, etc.  There was also discussion about engagement issues and the limited staff as it relates to community input or engagement on various issues.  He stated he feels they made some small steps for better understanding and were developing some structures as to where they could continue to get together, have further discussions, etc.  
Mr. Stephenson pointed out it was a very good education for him, learning of their strategies, income segregation, Raleigh scattered site policy versus the Housing Authority’s policy and focus on service.  Mr. West pointed out they will be setting up some additional meetings and structures and there were questions from the Board about the City’s role in the appointment process, etc.  Mr. Crowder stated he too felt it was a very good meeting and it would be good to have a joint meeting once a year or something of that nature to exchange ideas, etc.  He pointed out the Mayor does a really good job in making the appointments and advising Council members of the actions.
SCHOOL BOARD – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker pointed out the Chair of the School Board called about setting up a meeting with the Council some time in April.  He stated he would report when additional information is available. 

LEGISLATIVE AGENDA – REQUEST MADE

Mayor Meeker asked Ms. Baldwin if she could get the Council the proposed legislative agenda as soon as possible.

COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING MEETING – RESCHEDULED

Ms. McFarlane pointed out she will be out of town next week so she needs to cancel the March 12, 2008 Comprehensive Planning Committee meeting and the next meeting would be the regular scheduled meeting on March 26, 2008 at 9:00 a.m.

WATER CONSERVATION – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Ms. McFarlane expressed appreciation to Ed Buchan who has been in touch with the facilities manager at the RBC Center and they have disabled the auto flushing toilets.  She expressed appreciation for his work.  

COUNCIL MEMBER KOOPMAN – EXCUSED FROM NIGHT MEETING

Mr. Koopman stated he needed to be excused from the night portion of the Council meeting.  Mayor Meeker stated without objection Mr. Koopman would be excused from the evening portion of the meeting.

WATER CONSERVATION – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Koopman had questions concerning the facets at Pullen Park Aquatic Center with it being reported hopefully that issue has been addressed.  He also talked about a family who had purchased a 1,000 gallon water tank but they were only using 11 gallons per day.  He stated an act such as that goes a long way in helping with our water conservation. 

MILITARY FAMILIES – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Koopman questioned if the City has any polices or programs to help defray the cost of child care or any other programs of that nature for a military family when the parent has been deployed.  Mayor Meeker talked about the City’s policy of keeping a person’s position open and if the military pay is less than the City pay the City makes up the difference.  There are a number of volunteer efforts such as the USO, etc.  Mr. Koopman stated he was not asking about the City’s policy for City employees necessarily he is talking about military families in our area.  City Manager Allen pointed out he does not know if anyone has come up with a program that could possibly be eligible for human service grants and he is not familiar with any programs in general.  Mr. Koopman talked about the amount of stress and pointed out if there is something the Council could do to help with the families in the area that would be good.  The comments were received.

HOUSE BILL 1651 – LETTER TO BE SUBMITTED
Mr. Koopman talked about House Bill 1651 which relates to the historic or ghost lot lines.  He stated he thinks that has been held up in the General Assembly and questioned what the City could do to support movement of this bill.  City Attorney McCormick stated he is not sure of the status or whether it crossed over.  Mr. Crowder pointed out it is his understanding that it is up for review and may be the Council could send a letter or something supporting passage.  It was agreed to hold the item and place it on the next agenda as a special item and the City Attorney would determine the status of the bill and what Representative Ross feels the City should do.

During the night portion of the meeting, City Attorney McCormick pointed out the Bill did pass the House last May and was sent to the Senate Local Government Committee.  Mr. Crowder moved that a letter be sent to the Senate asking the Senate to take action to support passage of the bill.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson with Mr. Crowder pointing out it would be good to take a vote so that the City Attorney could say that the City Council unanimously supports the bill.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-0 vote (Isley and Koopman absent and excused).

HOMEOWNER ASSOCIATION DOCUMENTS – REQUEST FOR COMMITMENT TO TIME LINES PRESENTED

Mr. Koopman pointed out during recent discussions in Committee relative to development process improvements an item came up that if we had broiler plate homeowner association documents that would help immensely.  He stated Deputy City Attorney Botvinick stated they could get those done if the Council would give them a two-week reprieve from other deadlines, etc.  City Attorney McCormick pointed out it is unrealistic to postpone other deadlines.  He talked about the fact that they had taken two attorneys who do this type work to work on developing broiler plate Homeowners Association documents.  He talked about problems getting agreement between the developers and the City on language, etc.  Mr. Koopman pointed out the delays cost the developers a lot of money and he believes it is important that the attorney’s office commit to a time line to get this work done. The comments were received.
CONVENTION CENTER – UNDER UTILIZED MWBE – COMMENDED

Mr. West read from a letter from John Mewter relative to the Convention Center construction’s utilization of historically under utilized businesses.  He pointed out they are at 27.2% and the City’s goal is about 15%.  City Manager Allen talked about the efforts and pointed out Mr. Mewter has done a lot personally to make sure these goals are met.  Assistant City Manager Wray has sent a “thank you” letter.

APPOINTMENTS

ARTS COMMISSION – APPOINTMENTS MADE

The City Clerk reported there are six vacancies on the Arts Commission and nominations include Jessie Cannon, Brian Shawcroft, Jim Baldwin, Patricia Perry and Bob Rankin.  Lee Tripi is presently serving on the Commission and is eligible for reappointment but the Clerk’s office had been unable to make contact with him prior to the last meeting on his desires on being considered for reappointment.  Mr. Tripi has said he would like to be considered and Ms. McFarlane and Ms. Baldwin have nominated him for reappointment.  Mr. Koopman had nominated Joel Haus but indicated he would like to withdraw that nomination; therefore, there are six vacancies and six nominees.  Mayor Meeker moved to appoint all six by acclamation.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote (Isley absent and excused).

ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY BOARD – APPOINTMENTS MADE; BOARD EXPANDED
During discussion of water conservation at the beginning of the meeting, Mr. Isley pointed out he had to leave the meeting but wanted to discuss the Environmental Advisory Board appointments prior to leaving.  During that discussion Mr. Isley pointed out we have one vacancy on the Environmental Advisory Board and Tommy Craven and Donna Stankus have been nominated and Benson Kirkman will be nominated today.  He stated he doesn’t think he has ever come across a former Council member who has as much expertise and is willing to serve on a Board such as this and Tommy Craven is willing to be appointed.  He suggested that the Council appoint Mr. Craven by acclamation.  Mr. Stephenson moved that Tommy Craven, Donna Stankus and Benson Kirkman, all three be appointed by acclamation and expand the Environmental Advisory Board by two members.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 358.

FAIR HOUSING HEARING BOARD – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

It was pointed out there were four vacancies on the Fair Housing Hearing Board and the people filling the four terms which are expiring are not eligible for reappointment.  Mayor Meeker suggested that Octavia Rainey’s term be extended for one year.  Brief discussion took place as to whether the Council should suspend the rules and extend the term one year or the Council should just take no action on her term.  The City Attorney suggested suspending the rules since there is a specific time limit.  Mayor Meeker moved that the Council suspend the rules and allow Octavia Rainey to serve one more year on the Fair Housing Hearing Board.  Without objection it was agreed to follow that course of action.  Mr. Isley had nominated Ben Beatty.
HOUSING APPEALS BOARD – TO BE CARRIED OVER TO THE NEXT MEETING

There is one vacancy on the Housing Appeals Board and no nominations have been made.  The item will be carried over to the next meeting.

PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD – REAPPOINTMENTS MADE

There are two vacancies on Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board and Gail Till and Gerald Wright have been nominated for reappointment.  Both received six votes (Isley, Stephenson, Baldwin, Meeker, McFarlane, West).  The Mayor announced the reappointment of Ms. Till and Mr. Wright.

RALEIGH TRANSIT AUTHORITY – NOMINATIONS MADE

There are two vacancies on the Raleigh Transit Authority and Anthony M. Andruzzi and Lee Speitz have been nominated.  Mr. Isley nominated Ben Beatty.  The item will be carried over to the next meeting. 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION – VACANCY – NO ACTION TAKEN

There is one vacancy on the Telecommunications Commission.  No nominations have been made; therefore, the item will be carried over to the next meeting.

CONVENTION CENTER COMMISSION – JOHN ODOM REAPPOINTED

John Odom’s term on the Convention Center Commission is expiring.  He is eligible for reappointment based on length of service, has an excellent attendance record and would like to be considered for reappointment.  Mr. West moved that Mr. Odom be reappointed by acclamation.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote (Isley absent and excused).

GREATER RALEIGH CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU – ED BOOK TO SERVE ADDITIONAL YEAR

Council members received a letter in their agenda packet from Dennis Edwards, President/CEO of the Greater Raleigh Convention and Visitors Bureau requesting that Ed Brook be allowed to serve beyond the six year term limit.  It would be appropriate for the Council to consider the request.  The letter indicated Mr. Book is serving as Chair and the Executive Committee has made the request.  The letter outlined his contributions and the feeling that it would be detrimental to the functioning of the Board if he had to leave at the end of six years.  The letter was written on behalf of the executive committee of the Greater Raleigh Convention and Visitor’s Bureau.  Mayor Meeker moved that the Council suspend the rules and allow Mr. Book to serve an additional year.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote (Isley absent and excused).

SUBSTANCE ABUSE ADVISORY COMMISSION – VACANCY ANNOUNCED

It was pointed out a letter of resignation has been received from Michelle Caratini Ramsunder whose current responsibilities preclude her continued participation.  No nominations were made; therefore, the item will be carried over to the next meeting.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

STC-12-07 PINE KNOLL DRIVE – PROPERTY OWNER SIGNATURE REQUIREMENT WAIVED

City Attorney McCormick pointed out the City recently closed Pine Knoll Drive at the request of adjacent property owners.  The City Council policy is to require all adjacent property owners to sign the plat for recording pointing out this is a city requirement not a General Statute requirement.  He stated one of the property owners does not want to sign the plat.  He stated in the past the Council has authorized the waiving of this signing and he would suggest that occur in this case.  Mr. West moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote (Isley absent and excused).

TRAFFIC – NEW BERN PLACE – RELINQUISHED TO STATE

City Attorney McCormick indicated New Bern Place is State Road 2299.  It was put on the State system in 1986.  He indicated the State would like to begin parking enforcement rather than having the enforcement done by the City.  Mr. Crowder expressed concern pointing out it is a public street and it is being used as private parking lot by NCDOT.  City Attorney McCormick indicated the State has authority to pass parking ordinances and the City enforces them.  He stated in this case we would be getting out of the job of doing the enforcement.   He explained how the request came from the Chief Deputy with Mr. Crowder again pointing out it seems ashame to allow a state maintained road to be used as a private parking lot with the City Attorney pointing out the shame is that New Bern Avenue was made a cul-de-sac in the beginning.  Mr. Koopman moved the request as outlined by the Attorney be approved.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Isley absent and excused).  See Ordinance 360.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK
MINUTES – FEBRUARY 19, 2008 – APPROVED

Council members received in their agenda packets minutes of the February 19, 2008 City Council meeting.  Mayor Meeker moved approval as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT ROLLS – RAMSGATE STREET AND STRICKLAND ROAD – VARIOUS – RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED

The following preliminary assessment roll(s) will be presented.  Adoption, which would set a public hearing to consider confirmation of cost on Tuesday, April 1, 2008, is recommended.

Sewer AR 1323 - Ramsgate Street Annexation Sewer (PU 2005-6)

Paving AR 918 - Strickland Road West/Lead Mine Road Extension (PW 2002-4)

Paving AR 918A - Strickland Road West/Lead Mine Road Extension (PW 2002-4)
Sidewalk AR 377 - Strickland Road West/Lead Mine Road Extension (PW 2002-4)

Sidewalk AR 377A - Strickland Road West/Lead Mine Road Extension (PW 2002-4)

Mayor Meeker moved approval as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolutions 482, 483, 484, 485 and 486.

CLOSED SESSION – HELD

Mayor Meeker stated a motion is in order to enter closed session pursuant to NCGS143-318.11(a)(3) and (5) to consult with the City Attorney and give directions to him regarding the following matters:  An update on a claim against the City and workman compensation case settlements.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the motion as read.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  The Council went into closed session at 2:50 p.m.

The Council reconvened in open session at 3:09 p.m. with the Mayor pointing out the City Council did receive a report from the City Attorney and advised the City Attorney on 3 matters and also authorized a public hearing an ordinance relative to filing of zoning cases and authorized the advertisement of that public hearing for the March 18 hearing.  Mayor Meeker announced the meeting recessed at 3:10 p.m. to be reconvened at 7:00 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk

jt/CC03-04-08

The Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular reconvened meeting on Tuesday, March 4, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chamber of the Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 West Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina with all Council members represent except Mr. Koopman and Mr. Isley who had been excused during the afternoon portion of the meeting.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

REQUEST AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

ARTS TOGETHER – LEASE WITH RALEIGH HOUSING AUTHORITY – REFERRED TO MR. WEST AND MR. CROWDER

Laura Shepard pointed out she was before the Council 20 years ago when Arts Together was trying to lease the building known as the Tucker Carriage House.  She pointed out a small group started the community based school, got it chartered, approved by IRS, etc., and they begin looking for a building.  The Tucker Carriage House was 8,000 square feet of open space that was not in very good state.  It did not inspire everyone.  She pointed out however they started to raise money, realized they needed a capital campaign not just money for rent, they had no collateral, starting negotiations with the Raleigh Housing Authority, etc.  It as agreed that Arts Together would renovate the building and the Housing Authority would do the maintenance.  It was a 20 year lease plus an option to renew.  She told all the Arts Together family did to raise the money, borrow, beg, everything.  She indicated in the beginning they thought they would serve approximately 750 people but now they are serving thousands.  She pointed out if they have to pay for the space the school cannot do what it was organized to do.

Mary Ruffin Hanbury, President of Arts Together Board of Directors, indicated this was a partnership between Arts Together, Wake County, City of Raleigh, State of North Carolina, corporate citizens, etc.  All made an investment expecting it to last for 30 years.  She pointed out they missed the deadline for notifying the Raleigh Housing Authority that they wanted to extend the lease for the last 10 years.  She stated they are not asking for anything more than everyone agreed to 20 years ago.  She stated the Tucker Carriage House was not an asset when they took it over and their funding raising maintenance, etc., have been their rent payments.  She pointed out in 1999 the Raleigh Housing Authority Board came and said they were not able to take care of the maintenance as outlined in the original agreement, so Arts Together took over some of the maintenance.  She talked about the history of the cooperative spirit and the fact that they have offered to purchase the building. 
Representative Ty Harrell stated he was speaking as a parent whose sons attended Arts Together, not as a member of the North Carolina House.  He stated his children attended Arts Together pre-school and he is before the Council to ask the Council to help mediate a fair transaction between Arts Together and the Housing Authority.  He talked about the safe, nurturing and stimulating environment for children that Arts Together has provided since 1972.  He talked about the impact of Arts Together on the community at large and pointed out the dream of Arts Together is being threatened.  He just learned a few moments ago that the leasing agreement they have been working on with the Housing Authority has been rescinded.  He pointed out the lease that was signed some 20 years ago was for $1 per year and asked that this be reestablished for the remainder of the contract through the 30 year period.  

Between 150 and 200 people stood in support of the remarks.

Nikki Dublin Turner, an instructor and former student at Arts Together read a letter she had sent to Mr. West talking about her experiences and the opportunities she was afforded because of Arts Together.  The letter indicated she grew up in Halifax Court which was drug infested and didn’t offer much for creative children like her and her siblings but the Arts Together outreach satellite program within the community gave her opportunity, experience and motivation and helped her graduate from St. Augustine’s in 1997 to become a teacher and dancer and she will graduate from Meredith College this year with a degree in dance.  She asked the Council to do what it could to help save Arts Together as it is truly a rare gem in our community. 
Mayor Meeker pointed out he and Council members have heard a great deal about this within the last week.  He stated he feels the issue needs to be mediated pointing out the City of Raleigh cannot control nor has any authority over the Housing Authority.  He stated since this is in Mr. Crowder’s district he would suggest that Mr. Crowder mediate the issue between Arts Together and the Housing Authority.  Mr. West stated he too would like to help.  The item was referred to Mr. Crowder and Mr. West to help with the mediation.  

BENEFACTOR PROJECT – NO ACTION TAKEN
Tom Canavan representing the Benefactor Project had requested permission to discuss tear downs with regards to homeliness, creating a tax burden reduction, recidivism, proposed environmental solution and job creation.  Mr. Canavan was not at the meeting therefore the item was removed with no action taken.
UNFIT BUILDING – 309 EAST CABARRUS STREET – ADDITIONAL TIME ADOPTED

Florence I. Francis, owner of the property at 309 East Cabarrus Street was at the meeting to request additional time to complete repairs to the property.  She stated this house was built in 1910 and in the renovation they have found things they did not anticipate.  It is going to take a bit a longer to do the repairs and asked for an extension until May 31, 2008.

Inspections Director Strickland pointed out the City of Raleigh adopted an ordinance in November.  There is still considerable work to be done but work is progressing and they are okay with an extension to May 31, 2008.  Mr. West moved approval of the extension as requested.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley and Koopman absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-0 vote.

DOWNTOWN EAST BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Daniel Coleman, 517 Rock Quarry Road, read a statement into the record relative to concerns about the action taken by the Budget & Economic Development Committee and the City Council relative to the Downtown East Business Opportunity.  He pointed out during the November meeting of the Budget & Economic Development Committee, Council members asked for some more specific language that would recognize the importance of Rex Healthcare to Downtown Raleigh and the citizens of Downtown East.  During the meeting staff brought back specific recommendations as an addendum relative to Rex Healthcare.  He stated following discussion by the Committee, the RFP with the addendum was approved but that doesn’t seem to what went out.  He expressed concern as to what was actually voted on and reported to full Council.  He asked that the issue go back to the Budget & Economic Development Committee so that it will be clear as to what was being proposed.  
Mr. West pointed out he understands the Stone Warehouse is under review for Historic status and the process is being delayed.  City Manager Allen pointed out staff has put out an addendum that describes where it is in the process and give the respondents another 3 to 4 weeks.  Mayor Meeker stated when the Committee voted on the RFP, they wanted the RFP to ask respondents to include a statement as to their intent as it relates to Rex Healthcare.  They talked about comments about Rex Healthcare and the desire of many for it to stay in that location but the RFP would describe our current relationship and ask every proponent what they plan for Rex Healthcare should they get the contract.
Mr. West talked about the discussions that took place at the meeting, some of the vague comments, which RFP was presented and the fact that he too could not determine definitively the motion on the floor.  Mayor Meeker again pointed out as he remembered the discussions the RFP was to ask the proponents what they see as the future of Rex Healthcare in the development.  He pointed out this has been delayed 4 or 5 times and he is not ready to delay it again.  He thinks every member of this City Council wants to keep Rex Healthcare in the location and have asked for respondents to give their intent.  

Mr. Coleman again talked about the problem in trying to follow what motion was on the floor, talked about where he got the material, the feeling that what he presented was what staff inserted in the backup for the meeting, and exactly what did occur.  

Discussion took place as to how to move forth, when the responses to the RRPs are due, the possibility of sending out an addendum with the clarification that it is the desire of the City Council to retain Rex Healthcare in that location and the fact that the proposals will be rated based on whether Rex Healthcare is or is not included.  City Manager Allen talked about what was included in the RFP pointing out he did not know where the second proposal came from and staff’s interpretation of the motion.  The discussion in the Budget & Economic Development Committee was talked about with various committee members indicating it was their recollection that the RFP was to include a request for the proponents to state their intent for the future of Rex Healthcare in that location.  The Council did not specifically say it had to stay as the Council did not know Rex Healthcare’s intent or desire.  Where Mr. Coleman received the backup information and where the various proposals came from was talked about; however, no further action was taken.

UNFIT BUILDING – 11 STAR STREET – ADDITIONAL TIME GRANTED
Billy Ray Bunn, Kenley, North Carolina, pointed out he is working on the house at 11 Start Street but did not have enough funds to complete the work so he needs approximately 90 days additional time.  Inspections Director Strickland pointed out Mr. Bunn had installed vinyl siding but minimal work has been done on the interior.  He pointed out he had received conflicting information as to whether Mr. Bunn plans to use the house as a single-family property or a duplex.  If it is a duplex there will be additional permitting work etc., that needs to be done.  Mr. Bunn stated he had thought about doing a duplex so he could live in one side and rent the other side.  Mr. Strickland talked about the problems with converting to a duplex pointing out he would suggest that it be repaired as a single-family home.  Mayor Meeker suggested Mr. Bunn and Mr. Strickland talk together to decide the future of the house.  Mr. Strickland suggested giving Mr. Bunn an additional 60 days if he wants to continue with the improvements for a single-family home.  Mr. Stephenson moved approval of the suggestion.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Koopman and Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-0 vote.

STORMWATER VARIANCE – SCHOOL OF COMMUNICATION ARTS OF NORTH CAROLINA INCORPORATED – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

Michael F. King, Kennedy Covington, representing High Definition Design LLC and School of Communication Arts of North Carolina, Incorporated was at the meeting to request a variance from the stormwater requirements for City Code Section 10-9027(b) and 10-9027(c) for a tract in Wakefield Crossing.  He had provided information on the request.  Council members received the following staff report on the request.

Representatives for the school are requesting a variance from development code section 10-9027.  This section refers to the installation and maintenance of stormwater control measures and devices. 


Background 


The lot the School of Communication Arts is located on, Lot 702, is a part of the subdivision Wakefield Crossing Phase III (S-87-02).  During the preliminary approval of this subdivision, building on all lots was exempted from stormwater regulations until May 1, 2005.  This exemption date of May 1, 2005 was later extended to May 1, 2006 per Council action on March 1, 2005.  This meant that all building permits were required to be obtained by the May 1, 2006 deadline in order to maintain the exemption. 

The school would like to expand their existing facility and per development code would be subject to all current stormwater regulations.  The overall subdivision is served by a regional water quality pond that was installed in accordance with the State Division of Water Quality’s stormwater requirement.  This pond is maintained by an existing property owners’ association of which the school is a part.  Any proposed expansion in the City would be required to comply with both water quality and rate of runoff regulations, including the expansion of this facility.  This site is exempt from the City’s rate of runoff requirements because all stormwater exits the property and is conveyed with no adverse downstream impacts to a regulated floodplain, therefore serving no practical benefit for stormwater quantity control.  According to information provided by the applicant’s engineer, the applicant proposes to use the regional pond to comply with the City’s nitrogen reduction regulations. 

In order to utilize this regional pond, the site would need to set up a replacement find with the City per Code Section 10-9027.  Since this is a regional pond serving many existing developed lots, this may not feasible.  After reviewing the stormwater calculations for this site, Conservation staff finds that this proposed expansion is exempt from the stormwater quantity control regulations, but staff has determined that the existing pond does not meet the current requirements for water quality treatment as set forth in the current State Division of Water Quality BMP Manual. 

Based on the current City Code requirements, City staff cannot approve the proposed buildings because of their non-compliance with the nitrogen requirements, but the City Council may consider granting a variance.  This variance would not require approval from the State Division of Water Quality.  Per code section 10-9008(a) an exception to these requirements can be made if: 

1. There are unique circumstances applicable to the site such that strict adherence to the provisions of the chapter will result in unnecessary hardship or create practical difficulties 

2. The variance is in harmony with the general purpose of this chapter; and 

3. In granting this variance, water quality has been protected, public safety and welfare has been assured, and substantial justice has been done. 

It should be noted that other lots in Die Wakefield Crossing Phase III (S-87-02) have been exempted from the replacement fund requirement by Council action.  The exempted lots were all vacant whereas this lot was already previously developed and the variance involves a proposed expansion of the impervious area on the site. 

Recommendation 

Staff cannot recommend approval of this variance since all other additions and expansions in the City of this type would be required to meet the current stormwater regulations as well. 

Staff would suggest this issue be sent to the Public Works Committee to give the applicant additional time to provide staff with more information about modifications and/or additions to the existing pond that may result in an opportunity to meet the water quality treatment requirements, but at this time the existing wet pond does not meet Die City or North Carolina Division of Water Quality’s design requirements for water quality. 

Mayor Meeker pointed out as indicated the staff cannot recommend approval at this time but is willing to continue to work on it.  He suggested the item be referred to Public Works Committee and in the meantime the applicants could work with the staff and let them know the size of the pond etc., and see if things could be worked out.  Without objection the item was referred to Public Works Committee.

PUBLIC NUISANCE VIOLATION – 3829 MARCOM STREET – LETTER AUTHORIZED

Allen L. Gordon, 3829 Marcom Street, was at the meeting to appeal a violation of a public nuisance.  It was pointed out this was a second offense.  Mr. Gordon explained the public nuisances pointing out he had cut up a tree for fire wood and had put the debris in his front yard.  All of the debris in the neighborhood was picked up other than his.  He was issued a citation.  It took him a total of 5 minutes to pick up the debris.  He pointed out he is a senior in Horticultural Science at NCSU and has a number of house plants.  He presented photos showing the plants, his yard, etc.  He stated the second offense had to do with a carpet in his yard pointing out he knew nothing about the carpet, it was under leaves.  It was pointed out the total fee is $350.  He stated he had no problem paying that but the property management company or his landlord says that since he has received a second violation he has been deemed a liability and they plan to evict him.  He only way he can get to stay is to appeal to the Council.  

Inspections Director Strickland explained Mr. Gordon is a tenant at the house.  On January 4 the property owner Kenneth Lucas was sent a notice of a public nuisance code violations at the rental property.  The violation consisted of boxes, tires, carpet, building debris and other debris.  Mr. Lucas was assessed a civil citation of $250 and administrative fee of $100 as this was a second violation.  The fees were paid by the property owner on January 29.

Brief discussion took place as to what could be done to help Mr. Gordon with it being agreed that a letter could be written to the landlord that he has taken care of the problem.  It was also pointed out the process of what would occur if additional violations are found.  Ms. Baldwin moved that the City write a letter to the landlord indicating the conditions have been abated and there are no outstanding problems at this point.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. McFarlane and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Isley and Koopman absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on adopted on a 6-0 vote.

COMPOST FACILITY – NOWELL ROAD – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Bruce Mamel had requested permission to discuss issues related to the Nowell Road compost facility.  The Mayor indicated he understands this is the facility that has been closed with Mr. Mamel pointing out that is correct.  Mr. Mamel pointed out he has several issues, the first being the ongoing issue of Industrial-1 next to residential.  He stated this being addressed by the Comprehensive Planning Committee and the Comprehensive Plan review and they expect and hope for maximum protection of citizens regarding land uses.  Toward that end he pointed out one of his neighbors sent him some comments regarding the current discussion and pointed out he would submit them for the record.  
Mr. Mamel stated the second issue is clean up of the existing facility.  The major overarching point is that given the multiple jurisdictions that control the property which include the city, county and state, we need to be hypervigilant that is, raise a red flag of scrutiny when any activity occurs.  He pointed out the City, County, Town of Cary and State all have information about the property but none of them are talking to each other and working with each other.  The State is aware but he is guessing they are unaware of all of the efforts.  He stated as he understands the former owner is out of business, there is no activity, no equipment, etc.  He pointed out he had requested some information but had not received it.  A cable went up across the driveway yesterday and today they saw a surveyor on the property.  He pointed out unless someone on staff can prove otherwise the neighbors are of the opinion that this facility is no longer a business, is no longer permitted, there is no activity or equipment and therefore the nuisance needs to be immediately addressed.  This is not a brush pile in the yard of an unlicensed landlord’s rental property.  The bulk of the debris is rotting and is debris from the Town of Cary.  He pointed out the future use is the third topic he would like to discuss.  The area is growing and future industrial uses in this growing area are inappropriate.  The City has the arena small area plan underway.  He pointed out the Lincolnville and Nowell Pointe neighbors would like to work with the owner to provide input on future use but that hasn’t happened.  The land use committee of the West CAC called the owner but they have not received a response.  The final issue is the health issues associated with the existing debris.  It is a fire hazard, a breeding ground for bugs and vermin, unsightly and it stinks.  
Stacy Rogan, 6424 Nowell Pointe Drive, stated she lives immediately adjacent to this facility.  She explained she has always had allergies but last year after living next to this facility ended up having to seek medical attention and allergy testing, etc.  She pointed out she and her husband have considered selling their home to get away from the problem.

Inspections Director Strickland indicated he spoke to the property owner on February 25, the original operation is now in bankruptcy, the cable was cut and the equipment repossessed.  Additional dumping has taken place and a new cable has been put up.  He stated he is in the process of declaring this a public nuisance.

MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

ANNEXATION – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the following petitioned annexations.  If following the hearing the Council wishes to proceed, it would be appropriate to adopt ordinances annexing the properties effective June 30, 2008, and a resolution placing the properties in the appropriate electoral districts.
LOCATION




ELECTORAL DISTRICT
Kingsborough Estates






C

Camelot Village






C

Creedmoor Lynn Commons and Intervening Right-of-Way

A

The Mayor opened the hearing on each location no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Stephenson moved adoption of Ordinances annexing the properties effective June 30, 2008 and a resolution placing the properties in the appropriate electoral districts.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley and Koopman absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-0 vote.  See Ordinances 364, 365, 366 and Resolution 487.
SIDEWALK REPAIRS – HILLSBOROUGH STREET AREA – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the following sidewalk repairs.  The work is to be assessed at 100% of actual cost to the adjacent property owner in accordance with City Code Section 6-2023.

LOCATION


       ID NUMBER

APPROXIMATE COST
3212 Hillsborough Street

0015456


$1,000.00

3411 Hillsborough Street

0111301


$2,125.00

The Mayor opened the hearing, no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Ms. Baldwin moved adoption of a resolution directing the repairs as outlined.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley and Koopman absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-0 vote.  See Resolution 488.

SIDEWALK AR 365 – FALLS OF NEUSE ROAD – HEARING TO CONSIDER CORRECTION – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider adoption of a resolution correcting Sidewalk AR 365 confirmed by Resolution 2006-29 adopted on September 5, 2006.  Due to developer-installed improvements, Assessment Map No. 64 (9204 Falls of Neuse Road) should be exempt from assessment and the correct total assessment roll amount should be $23,540.  The Mayor opened the hearing no one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. West moved adoption of the corrected resolution.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley and Koopman absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-0 vote.  See Resolution 489.

WATER ASSESSMENT ROLLS 1322 AND 1322A – LOUISBURG ROAD – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider adoption of resolutions confirming the following preliminary assessment rolls:

Water AR 1322 - Louisburg Road (PW 1999-5) according to charges outlined in Resolution 2008-461 adopted on February 5, 2008.

Water AR 1322A - Louisburg Road (PW 1999-5) according to charges outlined in Resolution 2008-462 adopted on February 5, 2008.
The Mayor opened the hearing on each location.  No one asked to be heard thus the hearings were closed.  Mr. West moved adoption of resolutions confirming the cost as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley and Koopman absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-0 vote.  See Resolutions 490 and 491.

EASEMENT EXCHANGE – BRIER CREEK COUNTRY CLUB – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider a sanitary sewer easement exchange relating to Brier Creek Country Club in Raleigh, according to information included in Resolution 2008-473 adopted on February 19, 2008.  The Mayor opened the hearing no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Stephenson moved adoption of a resolution authorizing the exchange as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley and Koopman absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-0 vote.  See Resolution 492.

EASEMENT EXCHANGE – TUSCAN HILLS SUBDIVISION – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider a sanitary sewer easement exchange relating to Tuscan Hills Subdivision in Raleigh, according to information included in Resolution 2008-474 adopted on February 19, 2008.

The Mayor opened the hearing to the public.  Attorney Beth Trahos, 434 Fayetteville Street, indicated her client is recombining property and will install the sewer in the street.  She is in support of the exchange.  No one else asked to be hearing thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Stephenson moved adoption of a resolution authorizing the exchange.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley and Koopman absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-0 vote.  See Resolution 493.

EASEMENT EXCHANGE – 10681 WORLD TRADE BOULEVARD – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider a sanitary sewer easement exchange relating to 10681 World Trade Boulevard in Raleigh, according to information included in Resolution 2008-475 adopted on February 19, 2008.  The Mayor opened the hearing no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. West move adoption of resolution authorizing the exchange.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley and Koopman absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-0 vote.  See Resolution 494.

Adjournment:  There being no further business Mayor Meeker announced the meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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