

April 1, 2008



Page 1


April 1, 2008



Page 20

COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 1, 2008, in the City Council Chamber of the Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.




Mayor Charles C. Meeker




Mayor Pro Tem James P. West




Councilor Mary-Ann Baldwin




Councilor Thomas G. Crowder




Councilor Rodger Koopman




Councilor Nancy McFarlane




Councilor Russ Stephenson

Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Reverend Tim Rabon, Beacon Baptist Church.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilor Mary-Ann Baldwin.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS

CERTIFICATE OF APPOINTMENT – PRESENTATION MADE

Mayor Meeker explained the Certificate of Appointment presentation and presented certificates to Patricia Perry and Bob Rankin who were recently appointed to the Arts Commission.

EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS CENTER – “I KNOW WHAT TO DO” AWARD – PRESENTED

Mayor Meeker explained the Emergency Communications Center in 2006 developed a program called “I Know What To Do” which recognizes children under 12 who demonstrate the proper use of the 911 Emergency number.  Mayor Meeker recognized Darius Allen, six years old, who on February 5, 2008, determined his mother was having trouble breathing and called 911.  He gave all of the needed information, followed directions, etc.  Mayor Meeker pointed out this is the fourth time the award has been presented.  Through Darius ability to know what to do, is mother is alive and well.  He presented Darius with a Certificate of Appreciation and a backpack.
PROCLAMATION – RALEIGH HISTORY MONTH – PROCLAIMED

Mayor Meeker read a proclamation proclaiming April 2008 as Raleigh History Month.  The Proclamation was accepted by James Sutton, President of the Raleigh Heritage Trail.  In accepting the proclamation, Mr. Sutton pointed out the Raleigh Heritage Trail is a consortium of 10 local cultural and historic sites whose common goals are to promote the understanding of the history of Greater Raleigh and to better serve residents and visitors through shared educational programs.  He stated since 1950 the City has experienced a lot of growth spurts and now newcomers out number the natives.  He recognized the member sites and those present including the African American Cultural Complex, Haywood Hall House & Gardens, Historic Overview County Park, Historic Yates Mill County Park, Joel Lane Museum House, Mordecai Historic Park, the North Carolina State Capitol, Olivia Rainey History Library, Raleigh City Museum and the Richard B. Harrison Library.

PROCLAMATION – FAIR HOUSING MONTH – PROCLAIMED

Mayor Meeker read a proclamation proclaiming April 2008 as Fair Housing Month in the City of Raleigh.  The Proclamation was accepted by Octavia Rainey of the Fair Housing Board.  Ms. Rainey, in accepting the proclamation, expressed appreciation to the Mayor and City Council and presented them with programs of a recent fair housing event.
RALEIGH HALL OF FAME – INDUCTEES RECOGNIZED

Merritt Jones, Chair of the Raleigh Hall of Fame, explained it is a nonprofit organization and it is great timing to make this announcement during Raleigh History Month.  He pointed out the inductions into the Raleigh Hall of Fame will take place Tuesday, September 9 in the new Raleigh Convention Center pointing out they are the first meal event which will occur in the new center.  He also pointed out it will be the debut of the exhibit which has been developed for the new convention center in cooperation with the City of Raleigh and the Convention Center Commission and staff.  He stated the inductees this year will join 44 others who have been inducted into the Hall of Fame.

Parker Call presented the following prepared statement:

Once again, it’s my great pleasure to announce the 2008 inductees to the Raleigh Hall of Fame.  My committee consisted of 7 community leaders who scored the nominees according the contributions they have made to Raleigh, as well as to our state and nation and the length of time they have served cur community.  We considered 44 nominations this year. 

Landscape architect, Dick Bell, for making Raleigh a friendlier and more beautiful city.  Pullen Park, the Brickyard at NC State, and the serpentine wall at St. Mary’s are among the countless projects that reflect his philosophy of “leaving a little beauty behind wherever he goes.” 

Chancellor John Caldwell for his leadership in transforming NC State into a world-class university and as a community leader who stood up for equality of opportunity and decency. 

Lifelong educator, Elizabeth Cofield for her trailblazing leadership as the first black elected to the Raleigh School Board and to the Wake County Board of Commissioners.  

Julia and Frank Daniels as leaders in every aspect of the Raleigh community.  Whether in business, cultural, educational, or philanthropic endeavors, both the Daniels have played major roles in improving our community, our state, and our nation. 

Alice and Thad Eure, Jr. for their establishment of the Foundation of Hope, which has raised more than $1 million toward mental health research and for the Angus Barn, recognized as one of the top 10 restaurants in the country. 

Barbara and Jim Goodmon for their commitment to Raleigh through visionary leadership and philanthropy, particularly in the areas of human service, cultural amenities, and the broadcasting business. 

Margie Haywood for her devotion to retaining Raleigh’s historic character and as a tenacious advocate for historic preservation. 

Casper Holroyd for his exemplary role as a leader in merging the Raleigh and Wake County school systems and as a continuing role model for hundreds of Raleigh’s young people. 

Ann H. Smith for her leadership in providing cultural opportunities for the citizens of Raleigh as well as across the state, most notably First Night and North Carolina’s 400th  anniversary. 

Wesley Williams, head of the Raleigh Merchants Association for 50 years, for producing the longest running Christmas parade in the country and for 70 years of community service to Raleigh. 

The Raleigh Garden Club has beautified our city and provided outreach programs to young and old alike since 1925.  From Dix Hospital, the NC School for the Blind, to Fletcher Park, their beautification efforts have reached all segments of our population.

Several of our inductees and their nominators are here in the Council chamber today and at this time, I would like to recognize the inductees by asking them to stand.

I have enjoyed being a part of the Raleigh Hall of Fame, but after 4 years as chair of the Selection Committee, I feel it’s time to move on and to give someone else a chance to help shape the future of the Hall of Fame.  I am pleased to announce that Carter Worthy has agreed to take on this responsibility.  All of you know Carter, and I’m sure share my confidence in her to do a great job. 

COUNCIL MEMBER ISLEY – ABSENT AND EXCUSED

Mayor Meeker pointed out Mr. Isley is absent and will be excused from the afternoon and evening meeting.  The comments were received.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker pointed out the Council has seen some of the initial information on the Comprehensive Plan Update.  He commended all involved pointing out it is a great start.

WATER CONSERVATION – REPORT RECEIVED

City Manager Allen pointed out as of 10:00 a.m. today, Falls Lake is 249.85 feet which is about 1 ½ feet below the level of Lake when the water supply is full.  He pointed out the current rolling 30 day pumpage demand is 37.9 mgd which is the first time it has dropped below 38 mgd.  The water supply pool storage is approximately 76.6 percent full and the water supply days projection using the current 30 day pumpage average indicates we have 296 days of water supply pool or until January 22, 2009.  He stated we received a report from the National Weather Service and North Carolina Climatology Office which indicates the La Nina effect has weakened; there is now an equal chance for normal rainfall to continue during the period of April through September 2008.  He stated Council members received a packet of information giving the full comparisons, etc.
Ms. McFarlane pointed out the Water Conservation Council met on March 20, and had many representatives from schools, other groups, etc., and have developed a logo which they are thrilled about.  She introduced Natallie Perkinson, Clean Design.  Ms. Perkinson expressed appreciation to Ms. McFarlane, Ms. Baldwin, and others for getting her company involved.  She stated they were asked to get involved to develop what they feel is the right message to put out relative to the water conservation, etc.  She explained the process they went through which included getting as much information as possible pointing out they found that there is really a high level of awareness among Raleigh residents of the water shortage.  Many people say they are not conservationist but they do not waste water.  People feel conservation is the right thing to do, many feel that businesses, developers and government should step up and do their part.  She explained the process, looking at urgency and common good, explaining urgency is the idea of a high awareness and a frenzy of activity getting people involved.  A common good is to develop a sense of attitude which indicates not what I have to give up but what can I do to help.  She presented a logo which includes a picture of a water faucet and the words, “Slow the flow save some for later.”  She stated this has a sense of urgency, has staying power, positive, demographic appeal, passed the test of “would you wear it on a t-shirt or put it on a bumper sticker” and they feel it passes or meets all of the goals.  Mayor Meeker stated it is a great logo and presented a plaque of appreciation to Ms. Perkinson and her company for all of the work they have done.
Roxie Cash was at the meeting to give a report on the work of the school system.  She stated as of February a report was given to the Board of Education indicating the school system had cut their usage to 8.7 gallons per day per student.  She talked about the school system stopping irrigation last fall which saved 12%.  They have purchased low flow restrictors for all of the old schools, the newer and renovated schools already have them.  They have stopped vehicle and bus washing.  She talked about the SWAT “Students Water Audit Team” and their work and talked about work they are trying to do to promote good hygiene while conserving water.  She talked about automatic metering, the awareness and water saving tips and programs being conducted at the various schools and events and pointed out it is an ongoing program.
Mr. Crowder asked about the water stewardship commission with Ms. McFarlane pointing out the Water Conservation council would be setting that up as a sub group.  In response to questions from Mr. West, Ms. McFarlane pointed out the Water Conservation Council is mainly working on education, working with the schools, various groups on how we can get the message out to as many people as possible.  A subgroup will be looking at long-term conservation and what we do as a standard.  Mr. Crowder pointed out this group should be looking at lessons learned and pointed out we have to come up with better conservation measures and a more equitable way to look at conservation.  We have to look at the various mandatory stages, trickering points, balancing, etc.  The Mayor pointed out if anyone has someone they would like to suggest to be on this group to notify Ms. McFarlane or Ms. Baldwin.

CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Meeker presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion.  If a Councilor requests discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  He stated he had received the following requests to withdraw items from the Consent Agenda:  Municipal agreements, sanitary sewer easement exchanges at Brier Creek and North Hills East, (Koopman); Annexation petitions (McFarlane/Koopman/Stephenson) and 2008 sidewalk projects (McFarlane).  Mayor Meeker stated without objection those items would be withdrawn from the consent agenda.  Mayor Meeker stated Council members received at the table an add on relative to a street closing involving the 400 block of Fayetteville Street in connection with the Raleigh Rocks Half Marathon.  Without objection that item would be added to the consent agenda.  Mr. West moved the remaining items on the Consent Agenda with the added item be upheld as recommended by Administration.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  The items on the Consent Agenda were as follows.  
SALUTE OUR TROOPS EVENTS – HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT – APPROVED

At the request of the U.S. Government and the U.S. Military, the City of Raleigh seeks to release from liability military units participating in the April 26, 2008, “Salute the Troops” event in downtown Raleigh in case of any accidents or damages from these units and/or their equipment.

Recommendation:  Approve.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Koopman – 7 ayes (Isley absent and excused).

ROAD RACE – BAILEYWICK ROAD VICINITY – APPROVED

Trish Villareal, representing the Magellan Charter School, requests a street closure on Saturday, May 17, 2008, from 8:00 a.m. until 9:00 a.m. for a road race.

Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Koopman - 7 ayes (Isley absent and excused).  

STREET CLOSINGS – VARIOUS EVENTS AND DATES – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

The agenda presented the following requests for temporary street closings:

200 and 300 Blocks of Fayetteville Street

Michelle Boyette, representing the Raleigh Convention Center, requests a street closure on Saturday, April 19, 2008, from 12:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. on Sunday, April 20, 2008, for an Arts Festival.
She also requests a waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and a waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.
She also requests encumbrance of the parking spaces along these two blocks during this time.

1400 Block of Doughton Street
Leslie Howes, representing her neighborhood, requests a street closure on Saturday, April 26, 2008, from 3:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. for an annual neighborhood celebration.

100 Block of East Cabarrus Street
Pat Dickenson, representing the Lincoln Theater and Band Together, requests a street closure on Saturday, May 10, 2008, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m. on Sunday, May 11, 2008, for a live outdoor entertainment event.
She also requests a waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and a waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.

400 Block of Fayetteville Street
Doug Grissom representing Festivities following the road race – Raleigh Rocks Half Marathon request a street closure for the 400 Fayetteville Street on Saturday, April 5, 2008 between 11:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.  He is also requesting a waiver of city ordinances pertaining to alcohol on city property and ordinances pertaining to amplified sound.

Recommendation:  Approval of requests subject to conditions noted on the reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Koopman - 7 ayes (Isley absent and excused).

FP-1-08 – FLOOD MAP CHANGES ALONG LITTLE BRIER CREEK – HEARING AUTHORIZED FOR APRIL 15, 2008

Representatives for the Brier Creek Corporate Center Development (S-82-05) are requesting to change the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) flood maps as they relate to their development along Little Brier Creek.  The FEMA map revisions include one stream crossing for a proposed relocation of an aerial sewer line.  The case number for this change will be FP-1-08.  City Staff has reviewed and approved their technical study and the applicants have sent the map revision to FEMA for review.
According to City floodplain regulations, this map revision must be heard at a joint public meeting of the City Council and Planning Commission.
Recommendation:  Approve the public hearing on Tuesday, April 15, 2008, for this FEMA flood map change.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Koopman - 7 ayes (Isley absent and excused).

TEXT CHANGES – VARIANCE RELATING TO NEUSE BUFFER RULES AND REDUCTION IN ESCROW ACCOUNT PAYMENTS – PUBLIC HEARINGS AUTHORIZED

Council previously authorized the development of text changes for consideration as recommended by the Stormwater Management Advisory Commission.  The proposed changes include 1) requiring a variance from City Council as well as the State for the piping of streams subject to the Neuse Buffer Rules and 2) a 15% reduction in escrow account payments for underground stormwater facilities designed for quantity control using higher grade materials.

Recommendation:  Authorize the proposed text changes for the Tuesday, April 15, 2008, public hearing.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Koopman - 7 ayes (Isley absent and excused).

SIDEWALK REPAIRS – 3201 HILLSBOROUGH STREET – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

It is requested that a public hearing be authorized to consider a project to repair broken sidewalks at the following locations:

LOCATION


TAX ID NUMBER

APPROXIMATE COST

3201 Hillsborough Street

0044621


$3,481.20

This work is to be assessed at 100 percent of actual cost to the adjacent property owner in accordance with Section 6-2023 of the City Code with payment due upon completion or over a ten (10) year payment option period.

Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution-of-intent for a Tuesday, May 6, 2008, public hearing to consider the improvements.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Koopman - 7 ayes (Isley absent and excuse).  See Resolution 502.

WATER TREATMENT PLANT – G.G. HILL – EVALUATION AND DESIGN OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES – CONTRACT APPROVED

A contract of $159,200 has been negotiated with Hazen and Sawyer for the Evaluation/Design of Package Water Treatment Plants, including design, installation and operation of a mobile package water treatment plant at the G.G. Hill Water Treatment Plant and to evaluate the feasibility of the installation and operation of other mobile package water treatment plants at various water supply lakes in the area.
Recommendation:  Approve the contract with Hazen and Sawyer for the Evaluation/Design of Package Water Treatment Plants (transfer to be handled administratively).

Transferred From:

348-9395-79001-975

EMJWTP Lagoon Sludge Removal

$159,200.00

Transferred To:

348-9395-79201-975

EMJWTP Lagoon Sludge Removal

$159,200.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Koopman - 7 ayes (Isley absent and excused).
WAYFINDING – FABRICATION AND INSTALLATION OF SIGNAGE – ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE CONTRACT

A bid was issued seeking firms to execute the fabrication and installation of wayfinding signs for the Downtown Wayfinding system.  Seven bid responses were received and publicly opened on March 12, 2008 evaluated based on price, sign samples, schedule, shop drawings, experience and references.  The top three firms were Color-Ad Inc., Architectural Graphics Inc., and Architectural Signing Inc., with the first choice being Color-Ad Inc.

Recommendation:  Authorization to negotiate and enter into a contract in the amount of $500,000 for fabrication and installation of signs related to the Downtown Wayfinding System with Color-Ad Inc., and authorization to negotiate a contract with Architectural Signing Inc., should negotiations with Color-Ad Inc. be unsuccessful.  Funds are available.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Koopman - 7 ayes (Isley absent and excused).

STC-2-08 – UNNAMED ALLEY OFF GLENWOOD AVENUE – RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING PUBLIC HEARING ADOPTED
Terence S. and Katherine B. Edmiston are petitioning to close all of the Unnamed Alley along the northern property line of 1915 Glenwood Avenue.  The petition was submitted because the petitioner believes that the alley is used as a common drive between 1915 and 2001 Glenwood Avenue.

Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution authorizing a public hearing on Tuesday, May 6, 2008.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Koopman - 7 ayes (Isley absent and excused).  See Resolution 506.

BUDGET AMENDMENT – COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented a budget amendment in the amount of $242,776.24 in the Community Development Department to provide additional funding for the HOME Rehabilitation Program.  Available HOME funds have been committed or depleted while the demand continues and applications are pending.  Additional funding will also enable the programs continuation without a wait period between grant years.  The agenda outlined the revenue and expenditure accounts involved.  

Recommendation:  Approval of the Budget Amendment as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Koopman - 7 ayes (Isley absent and excused).  See Ordinance 372 TF 88.

FALLS LAKE RAW WATER PUMP STATION IMPROVEMENTS – CHANGE ORDER #4 – CROWDER CONSTRUCTION COMPANY – APPROVED – FUNDS TRANSFERRED
This change order is for a net increase of $72,182.88 and time extension of 17 calendar days.

Reason:

For additional work including installation of a vortex suppressor on Raw Water Pump No. 1, site visits for vendor for startup and emergency repair of cone valves, roof and exhaust fan replacement for electrical room.

History:

Original contract amount



$2,973,000.00

Previous net changes (ADD)



$765,843.00
New contract amount




$3,811,025.88

Budgetary accounts to be amended:

Transferred From:

348-9158-79001-975

EM Johnson Spill Containment Impvts
$72,182.88
Transferred To:

348-9490-79202-975

Falls Lake RWPS Improvements

$72,182.88

Recommendation:  Approve the change order in the amount of $72,182.88, time extension of 17 calendar days, and the budgetary transfer.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Koopman - 7 ayes (Isley absent and excused).  See Ordinance 372 TF 88.

E.M. JOHNSON WATER TREATMENT PLANT – CHANGE ORDER #8 – DELLINGER, INC. – APPROVED – FUNDS TRANSFERRED

This change order is for a net increase of $112,771.85 and time extension of 30 calendar days.

Reason:

For additional work including repair of a leaking sluice gate between Wet Well No. 2 and Wet Well No. 3 of the low service finished water pump station at the E.M. Johnson Water Treatment Plant, installation of an additional entrance into Wet Well No. 1 and installation of the necessary flow control valve, associated piping and control system for an emergency water supply connection between the City and the Town of Cary at the Town of Cary’s Trinity Road Water Booster Pump Station.

History:

Original contract amount


$9,634,963.00

Previous net changes (ADD)


$1,654,584.80

New contract amount



$11,402,319.65

Budgetary accounts to be amended:

Transferred From:

348-9158-79001-975

EM Johnson Spill Containment Impvts
$112,771.85

Transferred To:

348-9284-79202-975

EMJWTP 50 MGD Pump Install

$112,771.85

Recommendation:  Approve the change order in the amount of $112,771.85, time extension of 30 calendar days, and the budgetary transfer.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Koopman - 7 ayes (Isley absent and excused).  See Ordinance 372 TF 88.

TRANSFERS – VARIOUS – APPROVED

The agenda presented transfers in Community Development and the Finance Department.  The agenda outlined the code accounts involved and the reasons for the recommended transfers.

Recommendation:  Approval of transferred as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Koopman - 7 ayes (Isley absent and excused).  See Ordinance 372 TF 88.

BID – SOUTH BANK CRABTREE CREEK SEWER INTERCEPTOR REPLACEMENT PROJECT – BID AWARDED TO PARK CONSTRUCTION

Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, ten bids were received and publicly opened on March 7, 2008, for the South Bank Crabtree Creek Sewer Interceptor Replacement Project. With all alternates considered, Park Construction submitted the lowest responsive bid in the amount of $962,217.73.  Park Construction submitted a 16.63% MWBE participation plan.

Recommendation:  Approve the low bid, with alternates, of Park Construction in the amount of $962,217.73 (transfer to be handled administratively).  

Transferred From:

325-8468-79001-975


Main Replacement

$962,217.73

Transferred To:

325-8468-79202-975


Main Replacement

$962,217.73

Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Koopman - 7 ayes (Isley absent and excused).

TRAFFIC – VARIOUS CHANGES – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented recommended changes in the traffic ordinance relating to no parking zones on portions of Terminal Drive and Befordtown Drive, removal of temporary parking restrictions on North Street and North Boylan Avenue and speed limit reduction on Honeychurch Street pursuant to Resolution 1990 – 633.  The agenda outlined the exact locations involved and the reasons for the recommended changes in the traffic code.

Recommendation:  Approval of changes in Traffic Code.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Koopman - 7 ayes (Isley absent and excused).  See Ordinance 373.

END OF CONSENT AGENDA

MUNICIPAL AGREEMENTS – BRIDGE REPLACEMENT OVER LOWER BARTONS CREEK/MT. VERNON CHURCH ROAD AND POPLAR CREEK/POOLE ROAD – APPROVED
The North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) has proposed the municipal agreements with the City of Raleigh to replace the Bridge over Lower Bartons Creek on Mt. Vernon Church Road and over Poplar Creek on Poole Road.  The City is responsible for the necessary adjustment of any utilities and maintenance of traffic operating controls upon the completion of the project.  NCDOT agrees to acquire the right of way and construct this project.  Copies of the agreement are in the agenda packet.  The City Attorney has reviewed the proposed agreements.
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the municipal agreements.  Mr. Koopman pointed out he had requested that this item be withdrawn, questioning exactly what the item means and the City’s involvement.  City Manager Allen pointed out it is a NCDOT project to replace the bridge over Lower Bartons Creek on Mt. Vernon Church Road and Popular Creek on Poole Road.  He stated this is a standard agreement for the City to cover it’s portion of the cost.  Mr. Koopman questioned if the public will be notified with City Manager Allen pointing out they would.  Mr. Koopman moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolutions 500 and 501.

ANNEXATION PETITIONS – VARIOUS – REFERRED TO CITY CLERK TO CHECK SUFFICIENCY AND SCHEDULE PUBLIC HEARINGS; 7521 SOUTH TANGLE WILD DRIVE AND 2301 WINDY WOODS – DEFERRED

The agenda presented the following petitions for annexation.

	Area Name Contiguous
	      Petitioner
	Acres
	Proposed Use

	Plantation Point Apartments & Intervening R-O-W
	Todd Wigfield, GS Plantation Point, LP LTD
	26.44
	Residential/Commercial 

	Harry Gentry Property
	Harry & Becky Gentry
	2.15
	Commercial

	Satellite Petitions
	
	
	

	2301 Windy Woods Drive/ Keeling Property
	WM. Curtis & Kristie L. Keeling
	1.62
	Residential

	7521 S. Tanglewild Drive/ Craig Property
	Robert Glenn & Peggy L. Craig
	1.51
	Residential


Recommendation:

a)
That these annexation petitions be acknowledged and that Council requests the City Clerk to check their sufficiency pursuant to State statutes, and except as noted below, and if found sufficient advertise for public hearings on Tuesday, May 6, 2008.

b) 
That the Harry Gentry Property annexation petition be acknowledged and that the Council requests the City Clerk to check its sufficiency pursuant to State statutes and if found sufficient advertise for public hearing on Tuesday, June 3, 2008.  Council should also authorize staff to accept corresponding zoning petition for this site and authorize a public hearing on the rezoning and any amendments to the Comprehensive Plan for Tuesday, July 15, 2008.  The Harry Gentry site is located outside Raleigh’s ETJ in Durham County within our annexation agreement boundary with Durham County.  The appropriate agency should be notified of this request in accordance with our annexation agreement with the City of Durham.  City Council adopted an annexation policy (Resolution 2008-260) not to accept any annexation petition requests for property outside the existing Raleigh ETJ or property in an area formally being considered for extension of Raleigh's ETJ with exceptions.  This annexation petition meets exception criteria that states “property within Durham County identified through our mutual annexation agreement with Durham as being in Raleigh’s urban service area.”

The Harry Gentry Property does not have access to municipal water and sewer.  The property owner indicates a desire to connect to City sewer in development of this property.  The Raleigh Fire Department will use other municipal fire hydrants existing in the area to handle emergency situations.
c) 
Because the property located at 7521 South Tanglewild Drive is connecting to City sewer only and City water is not available at this time, it is recommended that the annexation of this property be deferred.

d) 
Because the property located at 2301 Windy Woods is connecting to City water only and City sewer is not available at this time, it is recommended that the annexation of this property be deferred.

Ms. McFarlane stated she had withdrawn these from the Consent Agenda questioning why staff is recommending deferral rather than denial of the petitions relating to 7521 South Tanglewild Drive and 2301 Windy Woods Drive.  City Manager Allen pointed out according to City policy when a property owner requests extension of the City’s water and sewer, the City requires that they petition for annexation.  In these two locations the property would be connecting to one utility only and the property is not contiguous to the city, and the city recommends deferral.  We would hold the petition and if at some later date they request the other utility or the property become contiguous the petition could be brought back to the Council for consideration.
Mr. Koopman stated he had asked that these be withdrawn from the consent agenda pointing out we are looking at hooking more people onto our utility system and questioned if we really understand the impact on our system and whether these areas would be a major impact on the system.  City Manager Allen pointed out Plantation Point is a mixed use development and it would be a substantial increase.  He talked about the City’s policies.  Mr. Koopman moved approval of the recommendations as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  

SIDEWALK PROJECTS – 2008 PROGRAM – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

It is requested that a public hearing be authorized to consider a project to install sidewalks at the following locations with assessments to apply at the rate of $6 per abutting foot.  Funding is available in account 515-8295-79001-975.

Capital Boulevard - Calvary Drive to Spring Forest Road (East side)

South Street - Blount Street to Person Street (North side)

Barrett Drive - at Six Forks Road Intersection (both sides)

New Bern Avenue - Trawick Road to New Hope Road (both sides)

Millbrook Road - Ironwood Trail Greenway to Dixon Drive (South side)

Creedmoor Road - Lynn Road to Mapleton Lane (East side)

Creedmoor Road - Millbrook Road to Lynn Road (East side)

Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution-of-intent to schedule a public hearing for Tuesday, May 6, 2008, to consider the improvements. 

Ms. McFarlane pointed out she had requested that this item be withdrawn from the Consent Agenda stating she had received a call from a constituent relative to the sidewalks on Millbrook Road and Creedmoor Road.  She stated the constituent had a question relative to a structure that may be the right-of-way or would be impacted by the sidewalk and questioned how that would be addressed.  City Manager Allen pointed out the City has been following a process.  He thinks he knows the situation Ms. McFarlane is talking about and staff will follow up.  He stated this action establishes a public hearing so anyone who has questions or concerns could come in and express those concerns and the Council could address any issues.  Mr. Koopman moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. McFarlane and a roll call vote resulted in all members in the affirmative (Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 503.
SANITARY SEWER EASEMENT EXCHANGES – BRIER CREEK COUNTRY CLUB AND NORTH HILLS EAST – RESOLUTIONS OF INTENT ADOPTED

A request has been received from Martin Fuchs, Land Development Manager of Toll Brothers, property owner, to exchange an existing 20-foot City of Raleigh sanitary sewer easement and an adjoining 38-foot City of Raleigh sanitary sewer easement for a new 20-foot City of Raleigh sanitary sewer easement to serve Brier Creek Country Club, Land Bay W-1, Tract 14, in Raleigh.  The easement exchange is for better lot development.  The construction plans for the sanitary sewer have been approved by the City of Raleigh Public Utilities Department. The property owner is responsible for all costs of the easement exchange.

A request has been received from John M. Kane, Manager of North Hills East Master Developer, LLC, property owner, to exchange an existing 20-foot City of Raleigh sanitary sewer easement for road right-of-way where the sanitary sewers will be located at North Hills East, in Raleigh, which will serve the development.  The easement exchange is for better lot development.  The construction plans for the sanitary sewers have been approved by the City of Raleigh Public Utilities Department.  The property owner is responsible for all costs of the easement exchange.

Recommendation:  Approve the easement exchanges and authorize the City Clerk to advertise.
Mr. Koopman stated he withdrew these two from the consent agenda questioning exactly what is being proposed and the cost to the City.  City Manager Allen pointed out this is a routine item on the Consent Agenda the Council sees them quite often.  He stated usually it is where a developer has an approved subdivision or plan and he had provided easements early on in the plan and as development occurs it sometimes becomes evident that the water or sewer line should be in a slightly different location and the developer is requesting an exchange.  There is no cost to the City.  The City always reviews the proposal and would recommend approval of these.  Mr. Koopman moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolutions 504 and 505.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION
TC-1-08 – BUILDING LOT COVERAGE WITHIN OFFICE & INSTITUTIONAL DISTRICTS – REFERRED TO THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

This text change proposes to amend the Zoning Code to eliminate the maximum building lot coverage requirements within the Office & Institution-1, Office & Institution-2 and Office & Institution-3 zoning districts.
CR-11181 from the Planning Commission recommends that this text change be approved.

Planning Commission Chairman Mullins explained during the review of TC-5-07, FAR and residential density within the O&I-1 districts, the question as to whether the maximum building lot coverage requirements within the O&I districts are beneficial or detrimental to good urban design was raised.  He stated after studying the effects of the regulation the Planning Commission has concluded that maximum building coverage requirements result in the following:  

Taller buildings than are necessary – by limiting the building footprint, buildings may be constructed taller than what would otherwise be necessary.
More surface parking – again by limiting the building footprint, the balance of the lot is being used for surface parking.

Unfriendly pedestrian design – the requirements for taller buildings to have increased setbacks and not permitting the building to be located on 70 to 75 percent of the lot has resulted in the office buildings being located in the center of the lots surrounded by surface parking.  He stated the Planning Commission felt that building lot coverage requirements are in direct conflict with design objectives within locations throughout the City where urban development is most appropriate.  As a result the building lot coverage requirement may result in surface parking and/or structural parking without active ground level uses adjacent to the public sidewalk.  In addition maximum building lot coverage requirements are a unique regulation applying only to the O&I districts which is not necessary.  Negative impacts associated with building intensity and adequate light, air and privacy are adequately regulated by maximum FAR, minimum setbacks, maximum heights and landscape ordinance requirements.  
Mr. Crowder asked what the assurances are relating to walkability.  He questioned the trade off.  Mr. Mullins pointed out this does not assure anything but offers options for those project that want urban orientation.  Mr. Crowder stated it seems that we are getting the cart before the horse and he would like to look at this in the Comprehensive Planning Committee.  Mayor Meeker pointed out he was on the Council when TC-5-07 was adopted and talked about concerns at that point but pointed out it turned out well.  He stated without objection the item would be referred to Comprehensive Planning Committee.

SP-99-07 – SAINT DAVID’S SCHOOL – REFERRED TO THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

This request is to approve a 54,012 square foot building addition to a private/parochial school campus on a 14.63 acre parcel, zoned Residential-2.  This site plan exceeds the criteria for administrative approval of site plans for residential institutions in residential zoning districts, Code Section 10-2072(b), and must comply with Code Section 10-2132.2(c)(1)(e).  As proposed this plan does not conform to tree conservation requirements of Code section 10-2082.14 because all trees that could be preserved as secondary tree conservation areas have not been saved.  An area of trees along White Oak Road is to be removed for construction of 52 non-required parking spaces.  The applicant requests payment in lieu of tree conservation as an alternate means of compliance.  Staff recommends denial of the current proposal and approval of a revised plan showing tree conservation areas along White Oak Road.  Note this recommendation from the Planning Commission was originally a certified action by a vote of 9-1 for approval of the site plan as proposed.  The request is being forwarded to the City Council per code section 10-2132.2(c)(3)b2 because the Commission’s decision is not in accord with the administrative Development Plans Review Group’s recommendation.
CR-11182 from the Planning Commission recommends approval.  Planning Director Silver pointed out this is a site plan for St. David’s School.  He stated they submitted a preliminary site plan to construct a 54,012 square foot building addition to a private school campus on a 14.63 acres parcel zoned Residential-2.  Upon completion of this 69 percent expansion the cumulative size of the buildings on the site will be 120,876 square feet.  Proposed enrollment (567 students) is within limits approved by the Board of Adjustment in 2006.  This proposal includes creation of 71 addition parking spaces above the 184 spaces existing on site for a total of 255 spaces, only 188 of the 255 parking spacing are required.  He pointed out staff recommended denial based solely on the removal of a tree conservation area to accommodate surface parking for 52 non-required spaces in an area required for tree conservation which means that the preliminary site plan does not meet site plan standard 10-2132.2(d)(a).  The proposed 54,012 square foot building expansion does meet code requirements.  Mr. Silver presented a new plan RP-1 dated 4/1/2008 drawn by DesignDevelopment pointing out this new design takes the parking out of the tree conservation area.  He stated staff can support the new plan with the following conditions if Council wants to act at the table:  that a revised plan be submitted to the Planning Department showing designated tree conservation areas along White Oak Road and removal of the parking in that location as currently proposed.  The revised plan will be similar in layout to the revised concept plan presented to staff and known as RP-1 dated 4/1/2008; 2) that prior to building permit issuance a final tree conservation plan be approved by the Inspections Department.  3) that prior to building permit issuance, a final plan for driveway layout and vehicle parking be approved by the Public Works Departments.
He expressed appreciation to Jim Baker and Johnny Edwards who worked to develop this new plan which is in compliance with code.  
Mr. Koopman questioned the affiliation of the school and pointed out the City hasn’t reviewed the institutional impact on neighborhoods.  He stated there are schools that are creating problems for the neighborhoods and he feels before we start approving expansions we should look at the impact of institutional uses on the surrounding residential area.  Mr. Crowder pointed out he has no problem supporting Mr. Koopman’s request to look at the impact of institutional uses on surrounding residential areas as we are starting to see some major impacts.  He stated however that is another question.  He has some problems with the shifting of parking on this particular plan.  The new parking abuts the Lassister House which is an icon in the area.  He suggested that the item go to committee and see if they could work on some slight tweaks or shifts of that parking.  Mr. Silver pointed out we do  have rules on the books that require a developer look at other areas to avoid tree planting areas, etc.  He talked about the off-street parking which is being proposed which will keep cars off the streets.  He talked about the tree conservation areas, access on this site and pointed out the first design or plan was to remove the trees to accommodate the parking.  This will save the trees and still accommodate the parking.  Mr. Crowder again stated he feels that we should tweak the plan a little, he feels there are other locations for the parking.  Mayor Meeker pointed out this plan has been looked at by the School, neighborhood and city and all agreed.  It keeps cars off the street and he feels it is a reasonable resolution.  Mr. Stephenson expressed concern about the new plan coming to the Council at the table and Council not having the information earlier.  It would have been better is this had been looked into earlier in the process.  Mr. Crowder asked that the item be referred to Comprehensive planning Committee.  Without objection the item was referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee.
SPECIAL ITEMS

CAC WORKSHOP – RECOMMENDATIONS REFERRED TO RCAC AND BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

A CAC workshop was held on March 13, 2008.  It was directed the item be placed on this agenda to review the results of that meeting and to consider any next steps.

Mayor Meeker pointed out Council members received in their agenda packet a report from the facilitator, UNC School of Government, relative to the City Council’s workshop on Citizens Advisory Council.  He stated in terms of the CAC boundaries, he would suggest that be sent to RCAC and ask that group to make recommendations on what changes they feel should be made and in making the recommendations try to keep each CAC in the range of 20,000 to 30,000 members.  He stated he would like to ask the RCAC to look at that and come back with recommendations.  Mr. West questioned what we are sending the RCAC and if we would be giving them any criteria with the Mayor pointing out he feels that the CACs should be neighborhood based, we should attempt to have between 20,000 to 30,000 per CAC.  Mr. West questioned if we are talking about having the same number of CAC’s or if we are talking about expanding and having a larger number.  Mayor Meeker stated he did not have a preconceived notion on that but pointed out he has no problems with 18 to 20 CAC’s.  Mr. West talked about the criteria.  He pointed out the City is growing and talked about the need to look at an organization, know what we are trying to achieve before starting to destruct the organization.  He questioned if the Mayor is just talking about getting the process started.  Mayor Meeker stated the second part of his motion would be to refer the item to BED to look at what the CACs should be doing and what support they should be getting from the City or the Community Services Department.  Mr. West expressed concern pointing out asking people to do something before we know specifically what we want them to achieve puts everyone in a bad position.  He stated he does not feel we should ask the RCAC to look at boundaries until the Council decides what it wants the CACs to do.  Mr. Crowder stated he would like to involve our partners the CACs.  He pointed out up until this point they have been autonomous.  He doesn’t want to pull them out of the discussion.  He feels the Council needs to look at what the Council wants the CAC to achieve and also look at what the CAC wants to achieve.  He would hope that we could bring some of the CAC chairs to the table.  They have been in charge of their own bylaws in the past and he feels that should continue.  He stated it would be good to hear what the CACs have to say but not meddle in their organization.  Mayor Meeker stated that is why he wanted to refer the item to committee to consult with them.  Mr. West asked about the big picture.  He talked about a three phased plan that was laid out by staff.  He talked about one piece being getting information from people who do not attend the CACs may be through a survey or some type of form.  He pointed out sometimes we have 10 or less people representing 2,500 people at CAC meetings.  He stated we need to look into other cities to see how they have been successful, etc., if we do not get the neighborhoods involved we are not going to accomplish anything.  He questioned when the Council is going to discuss the issue of getting feedback from people who do not attend.  We are not getting the people engaged and involved and that is what is so important.  Mr. Stephenson talked about confidence in the CACs and their ability to do outreach.  He stated he thinks the idea of asking them about their recommendations on boundaries would be good and he would be happy to get their input on boundaries and send the rest of the issue to Budget & Economic Committee.  What the Mayor’s motion for suggestion entails was talked about.  Mr. Koopman talked about getting the correct variables and asked about the possibility that the CACs have not had the tools to do outreach.  May be the City has not given them the necessary tools.  He talked about being objective and not steering the answers in any particular direction.  Mayor Meeker pointed out that is what the Budget & Economic Development Committee would do is look at getting input, look at what kind of support they need, etc.  Mr. West again expressed concern about looking at methods before we know what the ends are.  He talked about the need to have a shared vision.  
Ms. Baldwin pointed out the various CACs do probably have different needs.  A lot of times when people are happy they don’t show up and that could be good news.  A lot of times when people show up at the CAC they are angry about something.  She talked about the differences in the CACs in the various districts.  Mr. West talked about the different needs and suggested referring the whole item to Budget & Economic Development.  Mr. Stephenson stated he would be interested to know what the CAC leaderships think about what was produced as a result of the work shop.  He feels it would be good if they could look at the results, say what is good, what is bad, etc., he feels their feedback would be very valuable.  He stated may be we could at least look at criteria for boundaries and get their ideas, etc., and he would suggest sending this to the RCAC and Budget & Economic and the RCAC to comment on the report, any suggestions for boundary changes, etc.  It was agreed to follow that course of action.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

NORTH RALEIGH COMMUNITY CENTER – SYDNOR WHITE – SELECTED

A community center for north Raleigh was included in the 2007 Park Bond.  As part of the proposed implementation of phase one funding of the bond program City Council approved moving forward with initial planning and design which requires site selection.  Maps and a table of characteristics were in the agenda packet.  Staff and a representative of consultant Arcadis will make a short presentation recommending the Sydnor White site over the Leonard site and respond to any questions.

Park Planner David Shouse presented information on factors which were used to determine recommendation and presented a slide of the Comprehensive Plan showing park locations in this general vicinity.  In response to questioning from Mr. Stephenson, Mr. Shouse pointed out the location of the Northern Wake Landfill.  In response to question from Mr. Crowder, it was pointed out that the 5401 development is reserving a park site for one year.
Mr. Shouse explained the location of the Leonard site as well as the Sydnor White site.  He pointed out both sites are on a greenway, along the Neuse River, and explained surrounding development of each site, etc.  He explained the Leonard site has a spectacular view of the river, water and sewer is available, it is mostly opened pasture land, contains 88 acres, in a search area and has good access.  He stated the realignment of Old Falls of Neuse Road would be involved in development of the Leonard site.  He pointed out timing and determination of where to put a building, schedule for development and road improvements are a key element.  He talked about uncertainty on road improvements.  It is an interesting site and everyone looks forward to developing a community park on this site.

Mr. Shouse talked about the Sydnor White site which is 64.5 acres which gently slopes toward the river but does not have the spectacular views of the Leonard site, water and sewer are available.  The city would have to extend water and sewer unless private development occurs first.  The City would also be responsible for improvements to Thornton Road.  He talked about access relating to Capital Boulevard and Perry Creek Road.  He pointed out the service area of Sydnor White is limited because of the river.  There are a couple of rezoning issues that have to be dealt with and he thinks they are coming up for public hearings soon.  There is a junk yard across the road that has recently changed ownership.  He talked about adjacent land which is being considered for redevelopment.  He pointed out the location of the floodplain, greenway trails along the river, etc.  He also stated there is some possibilities for neighborhood access.  In response to questioning from Mr. Crowder, Mr. Shouse pointed out the City would be responsible for development of Thornton Road unless private development comes in first.  He stated the road would not be a major thoroughfare; it is felt it would be a two lane designation type road.  Discussion took place about the opportunity for canoe launches and interaction between the Sydnor White and Horseshoe Farms Park.  The location of canoe launching, the proposed white water park at the dam was touched on with Mr. Koopman asking about if there were concerns of people in either area.  Mr. Shouse pointed out this is divided between the north and northeast planning district and public input hasn’t been sought at this point.  It is felt we needed to define the site first.  Mr. Koopman stated as he understands it would take a large or massive road to serve the Leonard track but the Sydnor White would be more secluded.  Mr. Shouse pointed out both sites are intended to be parkland and will excellent parks.  He pointed out the City’s staff recommendation is to build the community center with a 2009 construction start at the Sydnor White site.  He stated there we do not have the road problems and scheduling problems and is owned for simple by the city.  The Leonard site does have the complications of timing, funding, etc., of the road construction and the property continues to be in condemnation.  In respond from questioning from Mr. Stephenson, Mr. Shouse talked about the realignment of Old Falls of Neuse Road being more complex, access from New Falls Of Neuse Road and challenging situations there.  In response to questioning from Mr. Crowder, Mr. Shouse pointed out he is not aware of any Brownfield issues.  Mr. Koopman moved acceptance of the staff’s recommendation that the North Raleigh Community Center to be constructed at the Sydnor White site.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley absent  & excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
SOLID WASTE TRANSFER STATION – INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT AMENDMENT AND NEW AGREEMENT RELATING TO TRANSFER STATION WITH WAKE COUNTRY – APPROVED; CONTRACT FOR PRIVATE SECTOR HAULER – REFERRED TO CITY ATTORNEY

The City of Raleigh entered into an Interlocal Agreement dated September 5, 2006, along with Apex, Cary, Fuquay-Varina, Garner, Knightdale, Morrisville, Rolesville, Wake County, Wendell and Zebulon to share the economic benefits and responsibilities involved in securing an economical 25 year public landfill solution to their Municipal Solid Waste disposal needs and the City of Raleigh would construct a municipal solid waste transfer station.  The South Wake Landfill has been constructed and is in operation in Holly Springs.  The solid waste transfer station is being constructed by the City at the old Wilder’s Grove Landfill property and will be completed within the next month or so.

In order to take advantage of system-wide efficiencies the City has negotiated with Wake County whereby the County assumes responsibility for the operations, maintenance, management and financial administration of the transfer facility.  All expenses, including the City’s debt service will be paid by tipping fees from the users of the transfer station.

The City advertised for request for proposals for a private sector contractor to handle the loading, hauling and maintenance of the transfer station.  Four proposals were received and Council approved on November 7, 2007, for City Administration to negotiate a contract.  The City has negotiated a contract with East Coast Resources Group, LLC.

In order to implement this project, Council must consider an amendment to the original Interlocal Agreement with all of the partners in the South Wake Landfill; approve a new Interlocal Agreement with Wake County related to the transfer station; and approve the contract with East Coast Resources Group, LLC.

Recommendations:  

a. Approve the amendment to the South Wake Landfill Interlocal Agreement;

b. Approve the Interlocal Agreement with Wake County related to the transfer station;

c. Approve the contract with East Coast Resources Group, LLC subject to final contract language as approved by the City Attorney.
City Manager Allen explained the item and the recommendations.  He went over recommendations A and B and explained those.  He stated he would remove recommendation C until the City Attorney has had an opportunity to further study the issue.
Mr. West asked if this would have any impact on the quality of life issues in this area with the City Manager indicating it would not.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of recommendation A and B.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
CONVENTION CENTER – SKANSKA BARNHILL AMENDMENT #10 – APPROVED

Authorization of Amendment No. 10 is needed for the contract with Skanska Barnhill Joint Venture to adjust the schedule as previously reviewed with Council for the August 2008 completion of the new Raleigh Convention Center.  The project schedule was delayed due to extended permit review and approval process with the North Carolina Department of Insurance.  There will be no change in the contract sum as the CMAR negotiated no-cost changes with subcontractors.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute Amendment # 10 of the original agreement with Skanska Barnhill Joint Venture.  City Manager Allen explained the item pointing out this just aligns the contract with what has occurred.  Mr. Koopman moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD

TABACCO USE IN PARKS – PROPOSED RESOLUTION TO BE PLACED ON JANUARY 2009 AGENDA FOR FURTHER CONSIDERATION; STAFF DIRECTED TO PLACE SIGNS AND APPROPRIATE TOBACCO DISPOSAL UNITS IN PARKS
On September 5, 2007, City Council referred the question of restricting smoking in parks, particularly in the children’s play area, to the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB).  This action stemmed from letters received from concerned citizens about smoking in City of Raleigh parks.  The PRGAB formed a Nonsmoking Ad Hoc Committee to review this matter.  With the recent passing of the NC General Assembly Session Law 2007-193, House Bill 24 which focuses on protection from secondhand smoke by prohibiting smoking in buildings owned, leased or occupied by state government and to authorize local governments to regulate smoking in buildings owned, leased or occupied by local government, the City Attorney’s Office counsel was sought to determine if this law affects the City’s efforts to establish smoking ordinances in public parks.  Based on the City Attorney’s interpretation this bill restricts the City from making prohibitions against smoking in City Parks.  Subsequently, on March 20, 2008, the PRGAB voted to recommend that City Council present a legislative amendment to NC General Assembly Session Law 2007-193, House Bill 24 and to forward the “Tobacco Use in Parks Resolution” for consideration.  A copy of the resolution was in the agenda packet.

Eugene Weeks, Vice Chair of the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board and other representing the Board were at the meeting to talk about this item.  Mr. Weeks explained the process the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board went through and pointed out they did not have anyone come in and talk about the proposals at their meeting; however, they did receive a couple of letters.  He stated Council members received a proposed resolution requesting the City Council to pursue legislative action through the North Carolina General Assembly a bill banning smoking (tobacco use) at children’s play areas and youth athletic fields and city-owned parks.  He highlighted the proposed resolution.
Mayor Meeker suggested that the proposed resolution be deferred and the Council at a later time could consider whether to send it to the General Assembly during its long session.  He stated we do not have authorities to prohibit smoking at this point but he feels that we should go ahead and in areas where we have a significant amount of cigarette butts, etc., that we could put a sign up asking people to not smoke and also install proper receptacles for cigarette butts.  
Brief discussion took place on the enabling legislation or like of enabling legislation, how hospitals have smoke free zones and if the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board looked at what other cities are doing.

Scott Payne, Parks and Recreation Department, indicated they did contact other cities throughout the country.  He stated Greensboro is the only place in North Carolina they found that has prohibitions against smoking in parks and that was done prior to the legislation.  He indicated there does seem to be interest in the profession about seeking legislation.  He talked about the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board looking at the broader issue as it relates to health issues, etc.  
Ms. Baldwin questioned how this issue came about to start with.  Mr. Payne pointed out the Mayor received two letters from people expressing concern about cigarette butts in the play sand areas in Pullen Park.  Ms. Baldwin questioned if we have property disposal units for cigarette butts.  Mr. Payne indicated we have trash disposal units but nothing specifically for smoking material disposal.  Mr. Crowder talked about the need to look at this, talked about what goes on in our Parks after hours, different things we find in the parks and exactly how this was looked at by the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board.  Mayor Meeker suggested placing the proposed resolution on the Council agenda in January 2009 for a decision as to whether to request legislative authority from the General Assembly and at the same time ask Administration to look at our parks sites and where we see problem areas that is, cigarette butts to place a sign asking people to please not smoke and to install proper disposal units.  Mr. Crowder stated as he understands the signs would just say, “please don’t smoke” that is, just making a request of citizens with the Mayor pointing out that is correct.  Mr. Crowder moved approval of the Mayor’s suggestion as stated.  His motion was seconded by Ms. McFarlane and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

PIONEER BUILDING METHOD PARK – J.T. LOCKE CENTER – MEMORANDUM OF LICENSE AGREEMENT APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends the following changes to the Memorandum of License Agreement between the City of Raleigh, the J.T. Locke Resource Center, Inc. and Sheila Jones for use of the small classroom in the Pioneer Building:

a. Item 2(d) - delete the last sentence, which reads "At any time during the term of this License Agreement, the City has the right to examine Licensees' financial records."

b. Item 2(j) - substitute the phrase "according to City standards" for the phrase "for review and approval" from the paragraph.  The new sentence would read "Documentation of completed security background checks on each paid or volunteer employee of Licensees or the JTL program shall be provided to the City according to City standards before Licensees allow such employees to work in the License Area."

c. Item 2(l) - add "non" before "routine" so the sentence reads "Licensees shall be responsible for non-routine housekeeping of the License Area, including but not limited to trash removal, vacuuming, dusting, and cleaning of equipment."

d. 2(o) - replace "full-time staff" with "Director."  The new sentence would read "Licensees shall be responsible for providing MCC Director with all contact information, including names, addresses, telephone numbers, and emergency contact information for all JTL participants and staff."

The Committee also recommends the Council approve the License Agreement and authorize its execution by the City Manager.

A copy of the amended License Agreement signed by Reverend Jones was in the agenda packet.
Mr. Crowder pointed out there was some question about the memorandum and if what was included in the agenda packet was what the committee recommended.  City Manager Allen pointed out the staff did make some changes after the Budget & Economic Development Committee’s recommendations to clarify some of the issues, etc.  Mayor Meeker moved the Committee’s recommendation and subsequent change be upheld and the signed agreement as included in the agenda packet be executed.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

CONDEMNATION – 1609 BOYER STREET AND 316 MAPLE STREET – APPROVED

Mr. Crowder reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee in closed Real Estate Committee recommends that the Council approve condemnation proceedings for acquisition of properties located at 1609 Boyer Street and 316 Maple Street owned by Evelyn Spell and Alex Rogers respectively.  The properties will be utilized for planned redevelopment purposes.  On behalf of the committee, Mr. Crowder moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Isley abstract and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

REZONING Z-14-08 – EDWARDS MILL ROAD CONDITIONAL USE – APPROVED WITH REVISED CONDITIONS

Chairperson McFarlane reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends upholding the Planning Commission’s recommendation for approval of Z-14-08 as outlined in CR11179 with revised conditions dated March 27, 2008.  On behalf of the Committee, Ms. McFarlane moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 374 zc 618.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

DOWNTOWN PUBLIC SPACES – STANDARDS FOR PRIVATE USE – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mr. West reported the Law & Public Safety Committee recommends approval of the Standards for Private Use of Public Spaces, A Downtown Raleigh Urban Design Handbook as amended by the Committee to be effective June 1, 2008. The Committee also recommends approval of the grandfathered items to be effective January 1, 2008.  A copy of these amendments is in the agenda packet.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. West moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker.  It was pointed out since the Committee meeting another change has been recommended by staff.

Inspections Director Strickland indicated since the meeting, staff and stakeholders group had looked at the recommended changes and would like to allow some flexibility relating to push carts being permitted to operate within 50 feet of an outdoor dinning space along a street block space with permission of adjacent dining area.  He stated they would like to give the same flexibility as is given in the other situations.  In response to questioning it was pointed out this additional recommended was made as a result of a question from a business along Glenwood South.  Mr. West stated he would accept that additional amendment as a friendly amendment and would move approval of the committee’s recommendation with the additional amendment and that was accepted by Mayor Meeker and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

PARK MASTER PLAN PROCESS – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Chairperson Stephenson pointed out the Public Works Committee does not have any recommendations to make; however, they had a great discussion and participation relative to the parks master plan process.  He talked about the people who were involved and pointed out during the discussion it was felt that it would be a great idea to get an independent review of the process and talked about a representative from NCSU who will be coming to the next committee meeting for further discussion.  The comments were received.
REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

BICYCLE ACCESS – OBERLIN COURT – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

Mr. Stephenson talked about a recent repaving project along Oberlin Court and bicycle access and lack thereof.  He asked that an item be referred to Public Works Committee to discuss the bicycle access.  Without objection the item was so referred.
SANDERFORD ROAD – SPEEDING – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Mr. West indicated he had received complaints from a number of constituents relative to speeding along Sanderford Road.  He asked Administration to look at the situation and hopefully get some more enforcement along the street.  The item was so referred.

ROBERTS PARK – LIGHTING – COMMENTS RECEIVED AND REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Mr. West talked about being at the South Central CAC and their appreciation for the timing of the lights on the basketball courts.  He indicated some of the people had asked about the possibility of putting timers on the lights on the Tennis Court and suggested that may be Administration could check with the Parks Manager to see what the concerns and suggestions are.  Without discussion the item was referred to Administration.  

SWIMMING POOLS – FILLING – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. West talked about three city swimming pools which are going to be filled with reuse water.  He stated there have been questions about the purity or the testing of that water.  He stated the pools are in areas where we definitely need to have something for the youth to do this summer and have opportunities for recreation but he wants to make sure that there is no dangers with the reuse water.  City Manager Allen pointed out this is water that will come from our water distribution system.  It is clean water, it comes from the system and it is water that normally goes out onto the street when a line is flushed but it will be caught in a sterilized tank and there should be no dangers.

NCDOT – STAGING AREA AT ROCK QUARRY/I440 – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Mr. West talked about the DOT staging site at the intersection of Rock Quarry and I-440.  He stated it is a big mess and he just does not understand why NCDOT does not have clean it up or have more respect for the surrounding neighborhood.  They need to do something on the site.  He stated he had asked the City Manager to get someone to go out and take pictures.  He thinks the NCDOT should have to live with the same standard that we require of our citizens.  It was suggested that may be we could contact Nina Szlosberg the City’s appointee to the Board of Transportation.  Mr. West asked Administration to do whatever it could to get NCDOT to clean up the area.  

TRAFFIC – PARKING AND LOADING ZONES – REFERRED TO LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

Mayor Meeker asked that an item be referred to Law & Public Safety Committee to look at the problems of unauthorized parking in loading zones in the downtown area.  He stated we should at least post the fine for unauthorized parking and talked about a recent problem with FedEx trucks not being able to use the loading zones as unauthorized vehicles were there.  Without discussion the item was referred to the Law & Public Safety Committee.

GARBAGE DISPOSAL BAN – COMMENT RECEIVED
Mr. Koopman asked to clarify some comments he made at the last meeting relative to the garbage disposal ban.  He stated he chose his words poorly and wanted to state that he never meant to imply that people’s resistance to giving up their garbage disposals had anything to do with their patriotism.  He simply meant to imply that we as a community and a nation are facing some serious issues and he did not think that this prohibition was that serious an issue.  He stated he supported referring the issue to committee and he is glad it is in committee so that people will have an opportunity to come in and talk about their concerns.  

INSTITUTIONAL USES IN NEIGHBORHOODS – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Koopman pointed out as he indicated earlier he is worried about the negative impact of institutional uses in neighborhoods.  He talked about schools which have long carpool lines that set there for hours with the exhaust waffling out into the neighborhoods pointing out it is a serious health issue and he hopes we can come up with some reasonable recommendations to address the impact of institutions on adjoining neighborhoods.

SOCCER GAMES – PARKS – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Mr. Koopman stated he had some complaints about soccer games occurring in some of the Parks on weekends pointing out one in question is Kiwanis Park where there seems to be hundreds of cars around and people who live in the area cannot get to their homes.  He questioned if you have to have a permission to have soccer games in the parks.  The item was referred to Administration.

HORSESHOE FARM – HOUSES AND ACCESS – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Mr. Koopman pointed out a person who lives in the ETJ asked about the house at the intersection of Horseshoe Farm Road and Ligon Mill Road.  He stated the house is vacant and it is felt it could be rented out and that would help it be kept in better repair, etc.  He also asked about the Hedrick House on Horseshoe Farm Park questioning if it could be utilized as a park office etc.  He also asked about the gate at Horseshoe Farm Park being open from 9 to 5 pointing out people have to step over the gate and they feel they are trespassing when they are doing that and questioned why the gate could not be left opened.  City Manager Allen pointed out we do not have development on the park and we do have limited access and there is no planned facilities.  He questioned what Mr. Koopman is suggesting with Mr. Koopman pointing out he is simply suggesting pedestrian access.  The item was referred to administration.
SENATE BILL – RESTRICTING ABILITY FOR INSPECTIONS – CITY TO OPPOSE

Mr. Crowder expressed appreciation to the City Attorney for the information on the short legislative session.  He pointed out there is Senate bill which will restrict municipalities to do periodic random inspections of rental units and he would hope that the City of Raleigh would oppose that bill.  He suggested adding that to our agenda.  The comments were received.
MISSION STATEMENT – TO BE PLACED ON APRIL 15 AGENDA

Mr. Crowder talked about the comprehensive planning process pointing out the work he has seen thus far is wonderful.  It looks like good data, etc.  He stated he is hearing a lot of information from the citizens on what they want Raleigh to be like.  He stated he feels that the City of Raleigh should create a mission statement for the City of Raleigh.  He stated he would bring that to the night meeting and he hopes that we can adopt a mission statement.  He talked about the mission statement in the comprehensive plan.  Mayor Meeker suggested that it be considered as a special item at the next meeting.
During the night portion of the meeting, Mr. Crowder presented the following proposed mission statement:

To become a 21st Century City of Innovation focusing an environmental, cultural and economic sustainability. 

We will conserve and protect our environmental resources through best practices and cuffing edge conservation and stewardship, land-use, infrastructure and building technologies.   

We will welcome growth and diversity through policies and programs that will protect, preserve and enhance Raleigh’s existing neighborhoods, natural amenities, rich history, and cultural and human resources for future generations. 

We will work with our universities, colleges, citizens and regional partners to promote emerging technologies, create new job opportunities and cultivate local businesses and entrepreneurs.

We will recruit and train Raleigh City Staff with the knowledge and skill sets to carry out this mission, through transparent civic engagement and providing the very best customer service to our current citizens in the most efficient and cost effective manner. 

The 2007-2009 Raleigh City Council.

He stated Raleigh Vision 2030 uses a similar concept statement and words.  Mr. West stated he understands the value of a mission statement but asked about the process we have for preparing one.  Mayor Meeker stated the City has never had a mission statement that the Council could look at Mr. Crowder’s suggestion, adopt one, not adopt one or make changes.  A mission statement should reflect values and purposes.  Mr. Crowder pointed out what he is suggesting is not necessarily the end but the beginning.  He pointed out the City does not have a mission statement and he feels we should and he presented the proposal as a starting point.  It was agreed to place the item on the April 15 agenda for further consideration.  
WATER CONSERVATION – FLUSHING OF LINES – TO BE PLACED ON APRIL 15 AGENDA AS A SPECIAL ITEM

Mr. Crowder expressed concern about developers continuing to flush water lines.  He stated under our current water conservation restrictions flushing of lines is prohibited.  He stated as he understands permits that were issued after the effective date of the ordinance would not be allowed to flush the lines; however, there were hundreds of developments, etc. that had already been permitted and they are flushing their water lines.  City Manager Allen pointed out that was discussed and that is the way the ordinance was passed, any permits issued after the date of the ordinance flushing would not be permitted unless the water is recaptured, reused, etc.; however any permits that had been approved, the City would encourage them to recapture the water when flushing and testing but could not require that.  Discussion took place with Mr. Crowder pointing out he feels that needs to be revisited and revised.  The vested rights issue and the problem with making an ordinance retroactive was talked about briefly by the City Attorney.  Mayor Meeker suggested that this item be placed on the April 15 agenda as a special item and at that time get some information from the Homebuilders Association as to the amount of lines that are being flushed, their opinions, etc., and information from the City Attorney on vested rights issue.  Mr. Koopman stated he would hope the business community could step up on their own and recapture the water used in line flushing.  It was agreed to place the item on the next agenda.
City Manager Allen pointed out staff is working with developers and asking that they do voluntarily step up and recapture the water they use in flushing lines but if the permits were issued prior to the effective date of the ordinance, we cannot make that requirement.  The item will be on the agenda for April 15 as a special item for further consideration.
HILLSBOROUGH STREET PARTNERSHIP – KICK-OFF – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Crowder presented a brochure relative to the Hillsborough Street Partnership work pointing out everyone looks forward to the Hillsborough Street project getting kicked off.  He commended all for a job well done.

APPOINTMENTS

APPOINTMENTS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

The Deputy City Clerk reported the following results of the ballot vote.

Fair Housing Hearing Board – Two Vacancies – Mr. West had nominated Carlotta B. Drew

Housing Appeals Board – One Vacancy – Mr. Stephenson, Ms. McFarlane, Mr. Koopman and Mr. Crowder nominated Jason Hibbets.

Substance Abuse Advisory Commission – Two Vacancies – No Nominees

Telecommunications Commission – One Vacancy – No Nominees

Mayor Meeker announced that all items would be carried over to the next meeting.

NOMINATIONS

HOUSING APPEALS BOARD – BILL ROWE REAPPOINTED

The term of Bill Rowe on the Housing Appeals Board is expiring.  He is eligible for reappointment based on length of service, has an excellent attendance record and would like to be considered for reappointment.

Mayor Meeker moved that Mr. Rowe be reappointed by acclamation.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

LEGISLATIVE AGENDA – INFORMATION RECEIVED; CITY ATTORNEY AND COUNCIL MEMBER BALDWIN AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE CONTRACT WITH WILLIAMS MULLEN
City Attorney McCormick pointed out Council members received the following report in their agenda packet.

The following items are suggested to constitute the city’s legislative agenda for the upcoming short session convening on May 13. 

1.
Additional $5.00 automobile local registration fee.  The current fee is $25.00.  This level was reached last year as a result of the city’s request for a $10.00 increase to the statutory maximum of $30.00.  The General Assembly only granted $5.00 of the request.   It would seem to be a good time to request the final $5.00. 

2.
House Bill 1651 (lot lines).  This bill was introduced last session in order to deal with the tear down issue in certain parts of the city.  The bill passed the House but is stalled in committee in the Senate.  This bill is not a unanimous choice of the city council so it may be difficult to get the local delegation to run it.  A copy of the bill is attached. 

3.
Senate Bill 3, energy credit amendment and city use of credits.  S 3 is the sweeping bill passed last year to require the state’s utilities to produce a substantial percentage of their power through alternative methods by the year 2021.  Through what I believe was a drafting oversight, cities were not included as entities that can take advantage of the tax credits available under this bill.  Such authority would be advantageous to the city as the city has a number of opportunities to provide alternate power.  I believe that Rep. Ty Harrell is already working on a legislative fix for this problem.

4.
Senate Bill 1313 repeal or review.  S 1313 is the nefarious bill which removed the city’s power to zone property owned by the state in certain parts of the downtown.  Senator Cowell may already be working on amending this bill.

5.
Storm water lien authority.  The city has been working with the development community to secure legislation that would automatically guarantee the city’s ability to maintain storm water devices.  Success here would remove the much of the need for review of storm water documents by the city staff.  I would like your permission to ask for this legislation provided that wording acceptable to the development community can be agreed upon. 

In addition to the above listed items, there are several general areas in which the city needs to be ready to respond if legislation comes forth. These areas are: 

1.
Dix property.  Nothing is likely to happen on this issue due to the current state of uncertainty over the state’s mental health system.  However, the city needs to be ready to respond if the issue does become active.  

2.
Drought regulation authority.  The Governor is supposed to present a package of drought regulation items this session.  The city will need to monitor his proposal to be sure it meets the city’s need to require low flow devices and other water saving measures. 

3.
Annexation authority.  The city will have to be ready to respond should any move be made to erode the city’s existing annexation authority.  This effort has become an annual effort by annexation foes. 

ENGAGEMENT OF LOBBYING ASSISTANCE

Council Member Baldwin and I are recommending that the city use a governmental relations firm to assist the city in getting across its message to the General Assembly during the short session.  After the session, the city can evaluate the effectiveness of this assistance and see if it is worth continuing in the 2009 session either by contract or by a city staff member.  We are suggesting that you allow us to negotiate a contract with the firm of Williams Mullen to provide this service.  The firm appears to be free of any conflicts in its other representations which could be detrimental to its ability to serve the city. 

Ms. Baldwin pointed out she had been specifically told not to bring anything forward that was not passed by the City Council unanimously.  Mayor Meeker pointed out the only question he has relates to House Bill 1651 and since that was not unanimously may be it should just be put at the bottom of the pile.

Ms. Baldwin pointed out we have five items that we will be following pointing out items introduced in the short session should be simple, noncontroversial and have the unanimous vote of the governing board.  She stated there are other areas that we will be looking at, following and keeping our eye on and that is the Dix property, drought regulation authority, transportation and transit funding as well as annexation authority.  She pointed out she understands the 21st century committee will be coming forth with recommendations. 

Mr. Crowder asked about the rule of something being unanimous if presented to the General Assembly.  City Attorney McCormick indicated it is a general rule and it is up to the local delegation as to whether the rule could be waived.  Mayor Meeker pointed out the automobile local registration fee he feels is going to be essential as we look at improvements to our bus services.  We want to be sure that we get the additional authority.
City Attorney McCormick talked about the last item in his memo relative to a lobbyist and highlighted the information.  He stated we could use this lobbyist during the short session and then we could evaluate to determine if we wanted to continue the use of a lobbyist.  Ms. Baldwin pointed out that at one she worked for Maupin Taylor and did work with Chuck McNeely but she never worked with the other principles and she just wanted that as a part of the record.

Mr. Koopman moved approval of the attorney’s report as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK

MINUTES – MARCH 18, 2008 – APPROVED

Council members received in their agenda packet minutes of the March 18, 2008 City Council meeting and the March 18, 2008 Joint Hearing with the Planning Commission.  Mayor Meeker moved approval as presented.  His motion was seconded by Ms. McFarlane and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley absent and excused). The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

ASSESSMENT ROLLS – VARIOUS – RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED SETTING PUBLIC HEARINGS FOR MAY 6, 2008

The following preliminary assessment roll(s) will be presented.  Adoption, which would set a public hearing to consider confirmation of cost on Tuesday, May 6, 2008, is recommended.

Sewer AR 1324 - Fox Glen Annexation Area (PU 2005-5)
Sewer AR 1324A - Fox Glen Annexation Area (PU 2005-5)

Sewer AR 1325 - Lead Mine Road (PU 2006-3)

Water AR 1326 - Thelma Street (PU 2005-9)
Sewer AR 1327 - Thelma Street (PU 2005-10)
Mayor Meeker moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. McFarlane and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolutions 507, 508, 509, 510 and 511. 

RECESS

There being no further business Mayor Meeker announced the meeting recessed at 3:00 p.m. to be reconvened at 7:00 p.m.  His motion was seconded by Ms. McFarlane and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk

jt/cc040108

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular reconvened meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 1, 2008 in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 West Hargett Street, Raleigh, NC with all Council members present except Mr. Isley who was absent and excused.  Mayor Meeker called the meeting back to order and the following items were discussed with action taken as shown.
TIME WARNER CABLE – PUBLIC AFFAIRS DIRECTOR – INTRODUCED

Andi Curtis, Public Affairs Director for Time Warner, was at the meeting to introduce herself as the City Council’s cable contact and to share information on Time Warner Cable’s charitable contributions and investments in the Raleigh community.  She stated she is the City’s contact relative to any problems, constitute problems, etc.  She talked about the contributions Time Warner has made to the community and explained in 2008 they contributed some 1.2 million dollars in the Raleigh area.  On March 25, 2008 they had over 140 nonprofit groups who were recognized for receiving contributions from Time Warner. 
SICK HOUSE SYNDROME – COMMENTS – REFERRED TO CITY ATTORNEY

Janice F. Sanders was at the meeting to discuss sick house syndrome and ideas to help decrease sickness in humans and animals.  She talked about mold and the negative impact on human health and pointed out she has been working on the mold situation some in 2 to 3 houses.  She talked about houses owned by the City or the Housing Authority which have not been cleaned.  No one has cleaned the air ducts and there are toxic fumes.  See talked about the need to clean air ducts and for the City to require cleaning.  She talked about her efforts in the past after which Mayor Meeker asked the City Attorney to review to see if the City has any regulations as it relates to requiring cleaning to prevent mold.  Ms. Saunders presented Council members with a packet of information on ills of mold.  

AFFORDABLE HOUSE FORCE TASK FORCE – REQUEST FOR ESTABLISHMENT - TO BE PLACED ON APRIL 15 AGENDA AS A SPECIAL ITEM

Pastor Jack Mckinney, representing the Congregations for Social, Justice and approximately 100 people were at the meeting to support Congregations for Social Justice’s request for the immediate appointment of an affordable housing task force.  Reverend McKinney, Pullen Memorial Baptist Church, pointed out the Congregation for Social Justice is an interfaith, multi-racial coalition representing over 20 congregations, 9 community service agencies and numerous individuals in the area.  They are a caring group of people of faith who are deeply concerned over the growing shortage of mixed income neighborhoods which include affordable housing in Raleigh.  They have a deep love and compassion for the City.  He stated the issue of affordable and decent housing is on the minds of the group and their congregations everyday.  He pointed out many people in our city face eviction, living on the street, suffering through the mortgage crisis, etc.  People are struggling.  This group sees it every single day.  He pointed out it affects people of all races, incomes, etc., many are being driven out of decent housing.  They believe in the values of dignity of all people, diversity, equal opportunity and care for those on the edges of society and called for the community to do much, much, more to help.  Housing is fundamental and we cannot continue to accept ways and planning that leads over 20,000 Raleigh being residents unable to afford a place to live.  They urged the City Council to move forward immediately to explore creative, comprehensive ways to ensure mixed income houses for all people and asked that the Council take action now prior to the complication of the comprehensive plan to form an affordable housing task force which can work across all city departments and community lines, providing policy and practical resources, help removal barriers to more affordable mixed income housing.  He stated they understand that this may call for additional staff to support the task force.  He asked that the appointment of the affordable housing task force not be delayed by saying the comprehensive plan update will address growth and growth management.  Housing is an essential piece of such a plan and it is a given that if the housing growth is restricted, housing cost will increase.  Housing is one of the top two issues identified in the City’s Comprehensive Plan.  If the task force is formed now, it can be functional and prepared to substantially review the draft comprehensive plan in August.  It could gain added community support for the Comprehensive Plan and for affordable house and the task force could help the City staff ensure the plan is comprehensive and specific so it will effectively stimulate increases in affordable housing.  There is urgency.  He stated every day we fail to act the housing shortage increases and the solutions get more difficult.  He called on the Council to create an affordable housing task force immediately.
Mr. Crowder moved that the City Council move to create an affordable housing task force now.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman.  Mayor Meeker talked about the process pointing out he feels all Council members think affordable housing is important.  He talked about the work of the Housing Authority including Hope IV, Section 8 and what the City is doing through its housing bonds, etc.  He pointed out the City Council discussed the issue of an affordable housing task force in February and decided to wait and asked people to participate in the comprehensive planning effort and when it is complete then appoint a housing task force to implement the recommendations.  In response to a request as to how many people in the audience had participated in the Comprehensive Planning Process about 20 people said they had participated.  The Mayor asked what kind of support the group is looking for and exactly what the group is asking the City to do at this point. 
Chris Estes, Director of the North Carolina Housing Coalition indicated as the Comprehensive Plan is moving through the process toward adoption, we could have the task force in place so that when the draft comes out they could begin building support and understanding.  Mayor Meeker questioned if the group is requesting that we have a task force in place when the plan is completed that is what the City intends to do. 

Discussion followed with various Council members expressing appreciation to the group for coming in and wanting to be a part of this.  Mr. West talked about community engagement being very important.  He talked about his work as an advocate for affordable housing, the importance of being able to share the vision of the Comprehensive Plan and the feeling that it would be best to make sure we have the recommendations and then look at the structure for a task force and put the task force in place when the plan is completed.  
Planning Director Silver indicated his department would be glad to meet with any group or anyone at one time.  He talked about the process for updating the plan, the opportunity for questions, suggestions and input and talked about the schedule of revising the draft between October and early 2009 and when help and a task force is needed.

Mr. Koopman expressed concern pointing out earlier in the afternoon the Council talked about the CACs and had expressed concern about not being able to get people to participate.  Here we have a group of people who want to participate and we are saying not now.  He stated he sees nothing wrong with committing to having a task force right now. 

Ms. Baldwin talked about her attendance at the Comprehensive Plan update meetings and setting in on two sessions one relating to affordable housing and the other transit and land use.  She stated she feels it would be a mistake to move forward with one group without taking everything into consideration and coordination.  She stated she was disappointed by the number of people who raised their hands tonight saying that they had participated in the comprehensive plan update.  The City is offering an opportunity for people to participate and she would hope that more people would participate.  She stated she is reluctant to form a task force now for one element such as affordable housing as the others such as transit and land use and other elements may want a task force also.  Mr. Silver again pointed out his group will be happy to go and talk to any group.  He stated however there is a point in time you have to stop taking suggestions and input and develop a draft.  He talked about the need to keep on schedule.  

Other dialogue followed with Mr. West pointing out he did not want to leave the perception that we do not want people’s participation and help.  Everyone needs to be involved.  He talked about process and the need to follow the process as has been developed.  He expressed concern about appointing a task force before we have completed the plan and know how to move forward.
Mr. Crowder pointed out he had made the motion to appoint the task force and talked about how no matter how experienced a person may be or knowledgeable they may be in a certain field, how it takes a while to get up to speed and become effective when appointed to a group.  He stated he does not see and does not want anyone to think appointing a task force now would be an anchor around the Planning Department’s work.  He sees the task force as an asset with ability to provide knowledgeable input.  He stated he is not saying anything detrimental about the planning staff but pointed out the people who are talking about a task force are on the street every day and see the problems.  He pointed out his motion stands and he hopes we will go ahead and put a task force in place so that they would be able to hit the ground running and work with the Planning Commission.  
Mr. Koopman pointed out these issues are near and dear to his heart.  He respects what Planning Directing Silver is saying relative to the need to keep on schedule and follow the process and he respects and recognizes that; however, he sees a significant in place type group that advocate for land use planning and transportation so those issues can stand on their own.  In the case of affordable housing, he can see a need to create a separate entity that could look at the needs and how it relates to land use planning, transportation, etc.  He stated when we are talking about affordable housing we are talking about a contingency that doesn’t have a strong advocate.  He stated he too does not want to create additional work for anyone but he feels it would be good to go ahead and create a task force so as Mr. Crowder says once the plan is complete, hit the ground and run.
Reverend McKinney pointed out there are others from their group that are not in the room but have been a part of the Comprehensive Plan update meetings.  They have had individual meetings and requested individual meetings with Council members.  They are engaging on every level that they know as they are serious.  They do not want to add burdens to staff but they feel they have people who want to be a part of this and can help make it a better plan and to hear the word “wait” until the Comprehensive Plan is completed is hard. 
Mr. West pointed out he did not remember asking anyone to meet with him from this group.  Brief discussion took place on the various people who are involved who have met with different Council members and groups which are a part of the Congregation of Social Justice.  

Mr. Stephenson talked about affordable housing or lack of affordable housing being a big problem in many communities and the constituents who need the help are not well organized and he understands the group is saying there are other resources that could be used.  He stated he doesn’t see affordable housing task force being a drain on our resources he sees it as bringing additional resources to the table.  Mr. Crowder pointed out one of this group’s members Ken Maness has a great institutional knowledge and he knows Ken would be willing to provide time to assist the group.  Reverend McKinney stated they would like to see the task force formed now to get the input as to how everything will be put together.  
City Manager Allen questioned the mission of the task force pointing out that would make a big difference as to how staff would need to assist.  He stated the Community Development Department would need to play a key role as they have the institutional knowledge on affordable housing, they develop the housing plan and would need to be involved.  In response to questioning, he stated it would depend on the mission assigned to the task force as to how much staff would or should be involved.  Planning Director Silver pointed out his concern is that at a certain point in time you have to close out comments and input to develop a plan.  He stated to put the plan in draft form in 6 months they will need all hands on deck.  If they start getting different comments and additional input and continue receiving comments it is hard to close out and develop the plan.  He stated we have to have the public comment period to close and then draft the plan.  If we alter that process he fears we will have to change the time line.

Sally Hale, Downtown Housing Improvement Corporation, pointed out she thinks the key is to have the Community Development Department involved if they do not take the lead as the Community Development Department is the gatekeeper as it relates to affordable housing.  Mr. West pointed out Octavia Rainey is probably one of the strongest advocate for affording housing in the City.  He talked about the 10 year plan, making recommendation, the involvement of Southeast Raleigh Assembly and the need to have some coordination.
Octavia Rainey questioned how many people in the audience had met with the Raleigh Housing Authority and talked about their programs.  She called on the people in the audience to meet with Raleigh Housing Authority, talk to them about their programs and their missions.  She asked the people in the ordinance to join her to set down with the Raleigh Housing Authority and expressed concern about why they are not meeting their mission of serving 30% or lower income rather than moving to the market rate housing.  She asked everyone to please join in with her and set down with the major provider of affordable housing in the City to ask them why they are not meeting their mission.  
Ms. McFarlane pointed out most of the information in the Comprehensive Plan comes through Community Development and questioned if it would be possible for the task force to be formed through Community Development.  Mayor Meeker stated in terms of asking the Planning Department to set aside their timelines or change their time lines he would have concern.  He stated may be we could ask an outside consultant such as Ken Maness to work with us with the City Manager pointing out we already have him under contract to work with the City.  Mayor Meeker talked about the need to get someone like Mr. Maness who know City procedures and may be work through the Community Development.

Community Development Director Grant stated it is appropriate that later in the meeting we are going to have our public hearing on Community Development Home, CDBG, bond funds, etc.  She stated Community Development is the primary department engaged in addressing the needs of affordable housing.  They do have staff that has been working with Planning on the Comprehensive Plan.  They are jointly involved, she stated she recognizes there has been a push for creating a task force and suggested rather than moving forward tonight to let Administration pull a proposal together and bring it back to the next City Council meeting with recommendations as to how to proceed.  Mayor Meeker questioned if anyone has any suggestions on size and makeup.  Reverend McKinney pointed out their support is for the creation of a task force and they have members who would love to serve.  It was agreed to hold the item and place it on the next agenda to receive a report from Community Development Director Grant as to how to proceed.
GARBAGE DISPOSAL AND WATER RESTRICTIONS – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Jeff Woodard, 2005 Laurel Valley Way, indicated he feels more homes in Raleigh have garbage disposals than not even affordable housing units have garbage disposals.  He stated in his opinion the use of a garbage disposal is a sanitation issue.  He talked about how he uses his garbage disposal.  He pointed out he and he assumes most people take the bulk of the stuff and put it in the garbage can but just chop up the smaller bits for instance, if you find something that has been in the refrigerator too long, you don’t want to put it in the garbage can as it will smell so you put it in the garbage disposal or the toilet.  She stated if garbage disposals do cause problems for our sewer system he would question if there is some type of grease trap or mechanical device that could be put into the sewer system to help that situation.  He talked about the problems with composting pointing out many people do not understand how to compost and put things in their composting pile that shouldn’t and it causes vermin and other health issues.  He stated he feels people are conserving and called on the Council to give citizens a little break now and then.  He stated he feels people are doing well and it would be good if they had some short retrieve at certain times of the week or day and gave as an example the pollen.  He would love to use a few gallons of water and spray the pollen off his car but he can’t but he does take it down to a car wash which uses 55 gallons of water to get the pollen off.  He stated he knows the lake is not full and he realizes the concern.  He feels as long as people are being conservative, it would be good to give them a break.  He talked about people needing to paint their homes but they need to pressure wash first.  He pointed out in addition our convention center and new hotels are opening and people will be coming into town and we will have to tell them when they eat in restaurants it will be on a paper plate, they don’t get any water, they have to sleep on sheets two nights in a row and he just does not feel that is good.  Give the citizens a little bit of break.
NITROGEN LOADING REQUIREMENTS – REQUEST FOR VARIANCE RELATING TO HOPSON COURT SUBDIVISION – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Attorney Lacy Reaves and a representative of Bass, Nixon and Kennedy were at the meeting to talk about a variance from Raleigh City Code Section 10-9022 for lots 4, 7 and 14 of the Hobson Court Subdivision.  He stated they were at the meeting to start the ball rolling which he hopes will result in a variance on the three lots.  He pointed out the subdivision was approved in 2002 and 11 of the 14 lots were developed prior to the expiration of the grace period as it relates to the nitrogen loading.  He stated he understands the Council has just enacted a process to refer requests such as this to the Stormwater Management Advisory Commission and they are on the agenda for that.  He just wanted to get the ball rolling today pointing out all of the infrastructure for stormwater is already in place in the subdivision and completion with the nitrogen loading on an individual basis would require construction of multi-facilities that would make the lots unbuildable.  He stated he looks forward to making the request to the Stormwater Management Advisory Commission.  The comments were received.
MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT ANNUAL ACTION PLAN AND BUDGET FOR FY2008-09 – PUBLIC HEARING – COMMENTS RECEIVED

This was hearing to receive community input on the City of Raleigh Community Development Department Annual Action Plan and budget for the expenditure of federal and local funds for Fiscal Year 2008-09.
Shawn McNamara, Community Development Department, gave an overview of the action plan and outlined the process.  He pointed out two public hearings have been held, one in November 2007 and the other in February 2008.  The draft plan is available and has been on the web since mid March and a summary has been sent to various nonprofits and other groups.  He stated the plan includes CDBG, HOME and other funding to be used to address the City’s priority needs, talked about the geographic distribution, description of city programs to address homeownership, rehab and housing supply needs.  He touched on the description of the programs to address, special needs such as homelessness.  The proposed 2008-2009 action plan includes $3,743,263 CDBG funds, $2,070,099 HOME funds, $4,625,000 housing bond funds and went through the breakdown of how each would be used.  He touched on a pie chart showing CD activities excluding administrative cost, development area investments including South Park, Thompson-Hunter, College Park, Garner Road, New Bern/Edenton.  The one-year action plan housing program was touched on and he pointed out new initiatives include historic preservation, rehab and supplementing the CD budget/forging new partnerships with loans guarantees and other resources.  Mr. McNamara pointed out the public comment period ends April 15 and this item will be placed on the May 6 agenda and hopefully will be approved and delivered to HUD for review by May 15, 2008.  He explained how persons could submit additional comments.
Brief discussion took place on the funding, the amount from HUD, money needed to leverage private funds, and the need for the private sector to step up to the plate.

The Mayor opened the hearing to the public.  

Nancy Pearce, Board Member, the Arc of Wake County, Incorporated presented the following prepared statement:

On behalf of the Arc of Wake County, I would like to provide the following statement prior to and as part of the public hearing concerning the Annual Action Plan of the Consolidated Plan.

Priority ONE of the Action Plan states a priority of affordable housing for “special populations such as homeless, disabled persons...”

Linked to this priority, I would like to speak about the section on page 12 under “New Rental Development” (a subsection of “Specific Housing & Development Strategies”), second bullet: 
“Encourage appropriate types of supportive housing for elderly, disabled and homeless”: please consider housing for the developmentally disabled.  The Arc of Wake County is considering developing independent living apartments but find ourselves constrained by the following facts: 
· Federal Funding continues to offer the largest source of developing housing for developmentally disabled. However, land sellers are hesitant to tie up their land in an option agreement for the 12 to 18 months before an applicant receives an award and funds to purchase the subject land. 

· Site acquisition grants would help nonprofit builders achieve site control necessary for successful funding applications. 

· The Dept of HUD requires that 15% of HOME funds be reserved for CHDOs (Community Housing Development Organizations.)  HUD requires some housing development experience to become a certified CHDO.  Solutions such as Site Acquisition grants to nonprofits that are beginning development would increase their chances of outside funding.  This in turn helps the City of Raleigh to meet its Federal requirements in HOME funding by having diverse CHDO partners to point to. 
Just as you plan for roads, water and sewer development and maintenance as infrastructure, I’d like you consider land acquisition grants for affordable housing nonprofit developers as another type of infrastructure.  Actively recruiting new partnerships with nonprofit service providers to build affordable housing is responsible planning.  These service providers have unique knowledge of the needs of their constituency. 

Consider: 

· 2% of the general population is diagnosed with Developmental Disabilities (DD).  Based upon your own Comp Plan numbers, that would equate to 7,486 persons with DD in the City of Raleigh. 

· 256 Development Disabled individuals were on a waiting list in 2005 at Wake County HHS for residential services.  This does not count people living at home with aging parents or living in Group Homes who would like to live more independently. 

· 1 in 150 children born today will be diagnosed with Autism or Asperger Syndrome.  Many of these will be higher functioning adults that can work but at a salary that does not pay a wage suitable to market rate housing. 

· Another special needs population is that of adults with traumatic brain injury (TBI).  5,000 North Carolina citizens were hospitalized in 2004 for TBI.  Since Fall 2006, 119 calls have requested residential care referral from the Brain Injury Association of NC.  These folks also need affordable housing.  If TBI occurs before age 21, they are classified as Developmentally Disabled. 

All of the above speaks to a rising increase in needs of both affordable and appropriate housing choices for persons who are developmentally disabled.
Priority Three of the Annual Plan: support facilities and services to non-homeless individuals.  Also keep in mind those returning home from the war that will need special accommodations as a result of permanent injuries.

We also support the appointment of a Housing Task Force in advance of the Comp Plan being adopted. 

Ms. Pearce pointed out she moved to the area some 12 years ago.  She stated they are somewhat late bloomers, talked about the work she had done in other locations, explained she does not have any special needs relatives but they are great individual citizens and taxpayers and while she applauds the efforts to help the homeless she hopes that the developmentally disabled does not fall through the cracks.
Dan Coleman presented the following prepared statement:

I rise this evening to ask that the Community Development Department, in their Annual Action Plan and budget for the expenditures of federal and local funds for Fiscal Year 2008-2009 be adjusted to include a measurable amount of resources dedicated to those existing home owners who have fallen prey to the exotic loans that are devastating this country and particularly those families who were the victims of “reverse red-lining” predatory strategies that occurred over the past several years.  

Whole communities in this great city are being affected adversely.  Those tax values that were already lagging behind the other areas of this great city are affected the most.  This directly impacts our ad valorem tax base.

I think this reallocation of our resources will send a positive message to Washington that we are serious about addressing this national problem locally and thereby assure that any additional funds made available will be added to our financial commitment.  We all know it is easier to receive federal dollars if they see local dollars also committed.

I hope this matter can be sent to the Budget and Economic Development Committee where we can put the necessary resources in place to help these affected Raleigh residents.

Thank you very much and I will make myself available for the subsequent meetings to help craft an effective and efficient plan.  I would suggest that RADA be in attendance.  I think they are perfectly suited to help in this matter given we are willing to think out of the box to handle these extra-ordinary circumstances that have befallen the mortgage industry.

Representatives of Anthony Burnsay, 1908 Alburn Circle and George Prinkle, 500 East Hargett Street were at the Passage Home were present pointing out their executive director is out-of-town.  They indicated Passage Home and the Weed and Seed Steering Committee requests that the CDBG budget and action plan include provisions for flexible, financing and funding for community organizations and agencies to acquire land and property for rehabilitation, commercial reuse and restoration and for funding that enables individuals with chronic unemployment and barriers to employment to be trained to help restore property to a higher standard in the neighborhood.  It was pointed out this request is based on their knowledge and experience working in the Weed and Seed targeted area especially in the neighborhoods around the Safety Club on Branch Street where housing conditions are below city standards, unemployment is hirer than the City average and opportunities for restoration are increasing due to the proximity to downtown.  They gave information on workforce development, supportive housing, substance abuse program and home owner education.

Lonette Williams, Chair of the Central CAC and President of the South Park Neighborhood Association, pointed out South Park has received limited funds over the years and is coming up on its designation as a redeveloped area sunset which is 2010.  The needs remain significant and require an infusion of financial resources to revitalize the downtown neighborhood.  The South Park Plan update was completed in May 2002 and they begun the revitalization strategy to develop plans to address those needs.  A partnership is being formed with NCSU School of Architectural Design and Engineering to provide assistance in the planning and development.  The major areas are preservation and restoration of homes in this historic corridor, infill development of single family homes for home ownership and the development of a job training center with Wake Tech Community College.  She pointed out they are concerned about the appearance and would like to restore their neighborhood.  She pointed out currently the residential population is about 85% rental.  She indicated they are requesting some $1.7 million for the South Park area.  
Janice Saunders questioned how much the city gets and is proposing to spend.  She talked about disability issues pointing out disabled people have a hard time finding living quarters.  They fight to find suitable living facilities.  They need help, all disabled people need help.

No one else asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed and the comments referred to Administration.

EASEMENT EXCHANGE – 5101 NEW BERN AVENUE – HEARING – APPROVED

This was a hearing to consider a sanitary sewer easement exchange relating to service for 5101 New Bern Avenue in Raleigh, according to information included in Resolution 2008-495 adopted on March 18, 2008.  The Mayor opened the hearing, no one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. West moved adoption of a resolution authorizing the exchange.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 512.
ASSESSMENT ROLLS – VARIOUS – RELATING TO RAMSGATE STREET ANNEXATION AREA AND STRICKLAND ROAD WEST – HEARINGS – RESOLUTIONS CONFIRMING COSTS ADOPTED

This was hearing to consider adoption of resolutions confirming the following preliminary assessment rolls:
Sewer AR 1323 - Ramsgate Street Annexation Area (PU 2005-6) according to charges outlined in Resolution 2008-482 adopted on March 4, 2008.
Paving AR 918 - Strickland Road West/Lead Mine Road Extension (PW 2002-4) according to charges outlined in Resolution 2008-483 adopted on March 4, 2008.
Paving AR 918A - Strickland Road West/Lead Mine Road Extension (PW 2002-4) according to charges outlined in Resolution 2008-484 adopted on March 4, 2008.
Sidewalk AR 377 - Strickland Road West/Lead Mine Road Extension (PW 2002-4) according to charges outlined in Resolution 2008-485 adopted on March 4, 2008.
Sidewalk AR 377A - Strickland Road West/Lead Mine Road Extension (PW 2002-4) according to charges outlined in Resolution 2008-486 adopted on March 4, 2008.
The Mayor opened the hearing on each location, no one asked to be heard, thus the hearings were closed. 

Ms. McFarlane had questions on assessment procedures particularly as it relates to sidewalks on both sides or a property.  Public Works Director Dawson spoke to the assessment procedures.  Mr. Koopman moved adoption of resolutions confirming the charges as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolutions 513, 514, 515, 516 and 517.

Adjournment.  There being no further business Mayor Meeker announced the meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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