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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 19, 2008, in the City Council Chamber of the Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.




Mayor Charles C. Meeker




Mayor Pro Tem James P. West




Councilor Mary-Ann Baldwin




Councilor Thomas G. Crowder




Councilor Philip R. Isley




Councilor Rodger Koopman




Councilor Nancy McFarlane




Councilor Russ Stephenson

The Mayor called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Dr. H. C. Miller, Tupper Memorial Baptist Church.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilor Nancy McFarlane.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS

PROCLAMATION – FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF RALEIGH DAY – PROCLAIMED
Mayor Meeker read a Proclamation proclaiming Friendship Force of Raleigh Day.  The proclamation was accepted by Barbara Hocutt, President of the Friendship Force.  In accepting the proclamation, Ms. Hocutt expressed appreciation and provided Council members with some information on Friendship Force International.

RECYCLING FACILITY – COMMENTS RECEIVED; ITEM REFERRED TO LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

Mayor Meeker expresses appreciation to the police, fire, emergency personnel who responded to the unusual circumstances and situation that occurred at a recycling facility in Raleigh last week.  He stated this was a most unusual event and expressed appreciation to all who responded and to the cooperation of the residents who were impacted.  Mayor Meeker suggested referring the item to Law & Public Safety Committee to look at what kind of materials can be recycled in a facility in Raleigh and look at whether there should be any type of training and inspection skills.  Without objection the item was referred to the Law & Public Safety Committee. 

PERSONNEL – CITY COUNCIL OFFICE – ANNOUNCED

Mayor Meeker welcomed Nancy Rowland who has started working in the City Council Office.  He expressed appreciation and pointed out all looked forward to working with Ms. Rowland.

WATER CONSERVATION – PROCEDURE ANNOUNCED

Mayor Meeker pointed out at 3:00 p.m. the City Council will have a session with the Corp of Engineers relative to water conservation.  He stated there is a chance that the City Council meeting will be completed by 3:00 p.m. but if it is not the Council will recess at 2:50 p.m., have the meeting with the Corp of Engineers and then reconvene for the regular meeting.
CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Meeker presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion.  If a Councilor requests discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  He explained the vote on the Consent Agenda would be a roll call vote.  Mayor Meeker added an Encroachment Agreement – Olde Town landscaping and golf cart tunnels, an addition relating to a street closing in conjunction with the MEAC Basketball Tournament and reported administration had removed he transfer in Information Technology relating to VoIP.  He stated in addition the item relating to City of Raleigh comments to Franklin County on proposed use of water intake on the Neuse River will be withdrawn as Mr. Isley has been excused from participation on that item.  Without objection those items were withdrawn or added.
FRANKLIN COUNTY – CITY OF RALEIGH COMMENTS – LETTER AUTHORIZED

Franklin County is holding a public hearing on February 26, 2008, to receive comments on a proposed future water supply project they have been considering to purchase the existing water intake on the Neuse River, just upstream of Capital Boulevard, which was formerly owned and operated by Burlington Mills at the old Wake Finishing Plant.  Over the past five years, the City of Raleigh has opposed the reclassification of the Neuse River at this location by the North Carolina Division of Water Quality to a Water Supply IV classification, which would permit it again being used as a water supply source.  The City’s position is that any water withdrawn at this location by Franklin County during periods of low flow conditions in the Neuse River, such as the current drought, when only the minimum flow rate is being met at the Clayton USGS river flow gauge, will result in a reduction of the water supply for Raleigh in Falls Lake, due to the current operational plan utilized by the US Army Corps of Engineers and North Carolina Division of Water Resources requirements.

Recommendation:  Approve for the Mayor to sign the letter for submittal to the Franklin County Board of Commissioners stating the City’s opposition to the proposed project.  Mayor Meeker moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 (Mr. Isley excused from participation).

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS PRESENTED

Mr. Crowder moved approval of the remaining items on the Consent Agenda.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0.  The items on the Consent Agenda were as follows.

CONVENTION CENTER – FOOD & BEVERAGE SERVICE PROPOSALS – ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE AND ENTER CONTRACT WITH CENTERPLATE, INCORPORATED

The Request for Proposal was sent out via email through our electronic bidding system on December 6, 2007.  Advertisement posted to the City’s website on December 10, 2007.
Four responses were received from the following food service companies: 

Levy Restaurants, Culinaire, Centerplate and Ovations Food Services.  All of the interested vendors were invited to a question/answer meeting and tour of the facilities on January 3, 2008.

The RFP review committee members include the Convention Center Director, Convention Center Commission Chairman, City Purchasing Manager, City Controller, a second Convention Center Commission member and the Convention Center finance manager.  This committee evaluated responses using the Matrix for Evaluation and the City Controller’s Financial Analysis.

The evaluation committee ranked Centerplate first, Ovations second and Culinaire third.  Levy Restaurants did not meet all criteria.  The Convention Center Commission endorsed the recommendation of the review committee, with Centerplate being the first choice.

Additional information is in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve authorization to negotiate and enter a food service contract with Centerplate, Inc.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson – 8 ayes.

HOUSING ASSISTANCE – CITY EMPLOYEE – INFORMATION RECEIVED

Section 33(b) of the Charter of the City of Raleigh (being Chapter 1184 of the 1949 Session Laws, amended by S.L. 1991-312, S.L. 1993-649 and S.L. 1995-323, Section 1b) reads as written “….  Nor shall any such official or employee be prohibited from participating in any rental or home ownership program sponsored or operated by the city, so long as the official or employee meets all the criteria for the program … The award of any such housing assistance to an employee shall be noted in the minutes of the City Council.”  City employee Brandi Murphy complied with all the criteria to qualify to purchase property with the assistance of the second mortgage program administered by the Community Development Department.

Recommendation:  Note in City Council minutes that in compliance with the Charter of the City of Raleigh, City employee Murphy did purchase property by meeting the criteria and participating in a City home ownership program.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 8 ayes.  

STORM DRAINAGE PETITIONS – VARIOUS – APPROVED; BUDGET AMENDED

Property owner petitions have been received and certified for review and consideration of storm drainage petition projects.  Six petition requests were reviewed by the Stormwater Management Advisory Commission (SMAC) on February 7, 2008.  The following projects which have been prioritized are recommended by the SMAC for approval in accordance with the provisions of the City Storm Drainage Policy which was revised on March 20, 2007, by the City Council.  The total estimated cost is $173,500.

Listed below in order of priority are the six projects for the Council review:

Property Petition


Total Cost
Budget Impact

Owner Share

6998 Dixon Drive


 $  15,400
  $  12,400

      $  3,000

12324/12329 Timbercroft Court
 $  12,300
  $  10,000

      $  2,300

7535 Mine Valley Road

 $  85,400
  $  80,400

      $  5,000

4809, 4813/4901 Royal Troon Drive 
 $  38,600
  $  31,000

      $  7,600

104 Plainview Avenue

 $  17,300
  $  14,000

      $  3,300

1404 Onslow Road


 $    4,500
  $    3,600
                   $     900





 $173,500
  $151,400

      $22,100

The property owners at 7535 Mine Valley Road have requested their project be handled as a reimbursement project.

Recommendation:  Approve the six projects and authorize the appropriate budget adjustments.

Transferred From:

470-9139-79001-975
Petition Projects
$151,400.00

Transferred To:

470-9883-79202-975
6998 Dixon Drive
$  11,400.00

470-9883-79290-975
6998 Dixon Drive
   1,000.00

470-9884-79202-975
12324/12329 Timbercroft Ct
      9,000.00

470-9884-79290-975
12324/12329 Timbercroft Court
      1,000.00

470-9885-79202-975
7535 Mine Valley Road
    79,400.00

470-9885-79290-975
7535 Mine Valley Road
      1,000.00

470-9886-79202-975
4809, 4813/4901 Royal Troon Drive
30,000.00

470-9886-79290-975
4809, 4813/4901 Royal Troon Drive
      1,000.00

470-9887-79202-975
104 Plainview Avenue
    13,000.00

470-9887-79290-975
104 Plainview Avenue
                  1,000.00

470-9888-79202-975
1404 Onslow Road
     2,600.00

470-9888-79290-975
1404 Onslow Road
      1,000.00



           $151,400.00
Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 353 TF 85.
ANNEXATION – LOVICK BUILDERS – NOT ACCEPTED
The Agenda presented the following petition for satellite annexation.

Satellite
Petitioner
Acres
Proposed Use

Lovick Builders
Allen Pipkin/APMWLCC 
44.30
Residential

Recommendation:  Because the property referenced as Lovick Builders is located outside of Raleigh’s ETJ, staff recommends that this satellite annexation petition not be accepted according to the recently adopted Annexation Policy 2008-460 as it does not meet any of this policy’s stated exemption criteria.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 8 ayes.  

ROAD RACE – HILLSBOROUGH STREET AREA – APPROVED

Jim Young, representing the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation, requests a street closure on Saturday, June 14, 2008 from 5:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. for The Race for the Cure.

Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 8 ayes.  

STREET CLOSINGS – VARIOUS – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

The agenda presented the following petitions for temporary street closings.

300 Block of West North Street

Niall Hanley, representing the Hibernian Pub, requests a street closure on Saturday, March 1, 2008, from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. and Saturday, March 15, 2008, from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 a.m. for live outdoor entertainment events.
He also requests waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.

1100 Block of South Saunders Street

Kris Weiss, representing Ray Price Harley Davidson, requests a street closure on Saturday, April 19, 2008, from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. for a Customer Appreciation Day.

200 Block of East Martin Street and 200 Block of South Person Street

Daniel Bradford, representing the World Beer Festival, requests a street closure on Saturday, April 25, 2008, from 9:00 a.m. until Sunday, April 27, 2008, at 5:00 p.m. for the 3rd Annual World Beer Tasting Festival.

He also requests waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.
300 Block of Fayetteville Street

Doug Grissom, presenting the MEAC Pep Rally requests the closure of the 300 block of Fayetteville Street between Davie and Martin Streets on Friday, March 7, 2008 from 5:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. in connection with the JMG Incorporated and the MEAC Basketball Tournament.  He is also requesting waiver of all City ordinances pertaining to possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property as well as ordinances pertaining to amplified sound.

Recommendation:  Approval of all of the street closings and requests subject to conditions noted on the reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 8 ayes.
RALEIGH TELEVISION NETWORK – GRANT ACCEPTANCE – APPROVED

The Raleigh Television Network (RTN) applied to the NC Rural Economic Development Center (e-NC Authority) for a Supplementary Public, Educational and Government (PEG) Grant of $23,450.  The purpose of the grant is to provide for the purchase of new production equipment.  RTN has received notification from e-NC that the Grant application was approved.
Council is requested to accept PEG Support Grant # 2008-115-80315-102, made by the NC Rural Economic Development Center (e-NC Authority), to the Raleigh Television Network (RTN), and to establish the budget for the NC Rural Economic Development Center Grant. Grant funding will be used to provide additional equipment for the RTN PEG channel programming.

Recommendation:  Accept the grant award from e-NC Authority and approve the requested changes to the budget accounts in the amount of $23,450.

Revenue Account:

810-7036-51317-983
State Grants
$23,450.00

Expense Accounts:

810-7036-75204-983
New AudioVisual Equip
$15,900.00

810-7036-70601-983
Small Equipment
    7,550.00 



$23,450.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 353 TF 85.
EASEMENT EXCHANGE – BRIER CREEK COUNTRY CLUB – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

A request has been received from Martin Fuchs, Land Development Manager of the Raleigh Division of Toll Brothers, Inc., property owner of Brier Creek Country Club in Raleigh, to exchange a 20-foot City of Raleigh sanitary sewer easement for a new 20-foot City of Raleigh sanitary sewer easement at Brier Creek Country Club in Raleigh.  The proposed sanitary sewer easement realignment is due to lot reconfiguration and the realignment of the sanitary sewer.  Construction plans have been approved by the City of Raleigh Public Utilities Department.  The property owner is responsible for all costs of the easement exchange.

Recommendation:  Approve the easement exchange and authorize the City Clerk to advertise.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 8 ayes.  See Resolution 373.

SEWER EASEMENT EXCHANGE – TUSCAN HILLS SUBDIVISION – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

A request has been received from Elizabeth C. Trahos, of Smith Moore, LLP, on behalf of Shervin Tahsilli, President of Tuscany Construction Group, Inc., property owner of Tuscan Hills subdivision in Raleigh, to exchange two existing 20-foot City of Raleigh sanitary sewer easements for road right-of-way where the sanitary sewer to serve the subdivision will be relocated at Tuscan Hills subdivision near the intersection of Town and Country Road and Millbrook Road in Raleigh.  The proposed sanitary sewer easement realignment is for better lot development and the realignment of the sanitary sewer.  Construction plans have been approved by the City of Raleigh Public Utilities Department.  The property owner is responsible for all costs of the easement exchange.

Recommendation:  Approve the easement exchange and authorize the City Clerk to advertise.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 8 ayes.  See Resolution 374.

EASEMENT EXCHANGE – WORLD TRADE BOULEVARD – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

A request has been received from Cullen Lovette, Owner’s Agent for BLR Properties, LLC, property owner of 10681 World Trade Boulevard in Raleigh, through David H. Blevins, P.E., of Development Engineering, Inc., to exchange an existing 20-foot City of Raleigh sanitary sewer easement for a new 20-foot City of Raleigh sanitary sewer easement to serve 10681 World Trade Boulevard in Raleigh.  The proposed sanitary sewer easement realignment is for better lot development and the realignment of the sanitary sewer.  Construction plans have been approved by the City of Raleigh Public Utilities Department.  The property owner is responsible for all costs of the easement exchange.

Recommendation:  Approve the easement exchange and authorize the City Clerk to advertise.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 8 ayes.  See Resolution 475.
EASEMENT – PROGRESS ENERGY/LENNOX SUBDIVISION AT BRIER CREEK – APPROVED
Progress Energy has requested an easement across City Park property in Brier Creek to provide service to a new townhome subdivision in Brier Creek.
Parks and Recreation staff has reviewed this request from Progress Energy and recommends approval.

Recommendation:  Approve the easement. Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 8 ayes.
CAPITAL AREA TRANSIT – PASSENGER AMENITY SITE RESEARCH AND ENGINEERING DESIGN SERVICES – ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE CONTRACT

Two proposals were received for the Passenger Amenity Site Research and Engineering Design project consisting of site research/engineering and design of up to 100 selected passenger amenities at existing Capital Area Transit (CAT) bus stops.  Each proposal has been evaluated by a review committee comprised of the Transportation Operations staff.  Wilbur Smith Associates was selected to perform the services which include obtaining legal encroachment for the property not owned by the City of Raleigh and legal survey of the defined locations and preparation of a site plan for these locations.  Included in the agenda packet is the request for proposal and a list of the consultants as well as sub-consultants proposed by the recommended firms.

Recommendation:  Authorize Administration to negotiate a contract with Wilbur Smith Associates and approval of URS Corporation as an alternate.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 8 ayes.  

PUBLIC UTILITIES – ON CALL ENGINEERING SERVICES – ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE FEE AND CONTRACT

Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, twenty-six proposals were received for the On Call Engineering Services for Various Water and Sanitary Sewer Main Rehabilitation and Replacement Projects.  The six top firms are listed in ranking order:
Dewberry

Highfill Infrastructure Engineering, P.C.

The Wooten Company

Rivers & Associates

Greenhorne & O’Mara

EarthTech

Recommendation:  Authorize Administration to negotiate a fee and contract with Dewberry, Highfill Infrastructure Engineering, P.C., The Wooten Company, Rivers & Associates, Greenhorne & O’Mara, and EarthTech for the On Call Engineering Services for Various Water and Sanitary Sewer Main Rehabilitation and Replacement Projects.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 8 ayes.  

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY VOICE OVER INTERNET PROTOCOL (VOIP) – ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE TERMS AND CONTRACT

The City of Raleigh Information Technology (IT) Department issued a Request for Proposals (RFP) for the implementation of a Cisco Voice over IP telephone system on December 12, 2007, for equipment procurement and professional services for the third phase of the project.
Three vendors responded to the RFP: AT&T, ePlus, and NWN.  Through a quantitative and qualitative evaluation of the responses that included initial and ongoing cost, implementation methodology, ability to support the City of Raleigh locally, local customer references, and presentations from the vendors, the vendors were ranked in the following order:
NWN

AT&T

ePlus

Recommendation:  Authorize Administration to negotiate terms and conditions with the highest scoring vendor, NWN, and to enter into a contract with NWN upon negotiation of a contract form acceptable to the City to provide the equipment and services described in the RFP.  Approval to negotiate with the next highest scoring vendor if successful negotiations cannot be completed with NWN is recommended.  It is requested that the Council approve the selection of Cisco as the equipment standard for the City’s VoIP rollout in order to achieve standardization and compatibility with existing City systems.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 8 ayes.  
E.M. JOHNSON WATER TREATMENT PLANT CONFERENCE ROOM – AMENDMENT #3/ARCADIS – APPROVED
The City currently has an agreement with Arcadis for the E.M. Johnson Water Treatment Plant Conference Room Design Project.  Contract Amendment #3, in the amount of $74,150 is for bidding and construction administration/observation services for the E.M. Johnson Water Treatment Plant Training Facility and third floor HVAC renovation construction projects.

Recommendation:  Approve Amendment #3 and the budgetary transfer.

Transferred From:

348-9158-79001-975
EM Johnson Spill Containment Impvts
$14,150.00

348-9207-79202-975
EM Johnson Facility Rehabilitation
  15,000.00

348-9207-79290-975
EM Johnson Facility Rehabilitation
   45,000.00


$74,150.00

Transferred To:

348-9207-79201-975
EM Johnson Facility Rehabilitation
$74,150.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 353 TF 85.
NEUSE RIVER WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT – GRAIN HANDLING IMPROVEMENTS – AMENDMENT #1/MUNICIPAL ENGINEERING SERVICES – APPROVED

The City currently has an agreement with Municipal Engineering Services Company, PA, for the Neuse River Wastewater Treatment Plant Grain Handling Improvements Project.  Contract Amendment #1, in the amount of $191,400 is for final design services and preliminary and final design services for the Grain Handling Improvements for three metal buildings (warehouse expansion, remote facilities equipment storage, and farm equipment storage) at the Neuse River Wastewater Treatment Plant.  Contract administration/observation and additional services are also included on an hourly not to exceed basis.

Recommendation:  Approve Amendment #1 and the budgetary transfer.

Transferred From:

349-9410-79001-975
NRWWTP Equip Storage Shelter
$  90,000.00

349-9415-79001-975
NRWWTP Land Mgmt Fac Impv
  101,400.00


$191,400.00

Transferred To:

349-9415-79201-975
NRWWTP Land Mgmt Fac Impv
$191,400.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 353 TF 85.
PERSONNEL – ENTERPRISE RESOURCE PLAN PROJECT TEAM PAY ADJUSTMENT – APPROVED

The City’s Enterprise Resource Plan (ERP) core project team will be comprised of approximately fifteen City employees who will work alongside a like number of the software implementer consultants.  The City employees who will serve on the project team will work full-time on the ERP project with temporary contract personnel performing backfill job duties in their normal work area.  These full-time ERP team members will bring their current subject matter expertise to their ERP role, but will also perform specific system roles such as business process review and design, system configuration, testing and system acceptance.  It is recommended that those City employees being placed in full-time status on the City’s ERP project team receive a 5% pay adjustment based on the broader scope of duties and higher level of responsibilities.  The adjustment would be effective when the employee moves to the ERP Project Office and assumes full-time ERP duties and would remain in effect until the employee returns to his/her former operating duties.  The Personnel Department has reviewed this recommendation and has concluded that a 5% pay adjustment is warranted.  Funding for these pay adjustments will be included in the ERP project budget.

Recommendation:  Approve 5% pay adjustment.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 353 TF 85.
ENCROACHMENT – 3101 HILLSBOROUGH STREET – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY
A request has been received from Rose Mary Developments, LLC to maintain existing items encroaching into the right-of-way at 3101 Hillsborough Street the encroachments are outlined in an exhibit drawn by integrated design January 23, 2008.  Council members received a report in their agenda packet outlining the various encroachments.
Recommendation:  Approval of the encroachments subject to conditions outlined in Resolution 1996-153, owner obtaining a right-of-way permit from the Inspections Department prior to installation, owner contacting NC One Call Center 48 hours prior to excavation and remaining 10 feet from existing utilities and the owner removing the existing bollards.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 8 ayes.
ENCROACHMENT – 1809 MCDONALD LANE – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

A request has been received from A. Carlyle Morris to encroach on City right-of-way for the purpose of maintaining landscape plantings. 

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions outlined in Resolution 1996-153, owner obtaining a right-of-way permit and contacting One Call Center prior to excavation and remain 10’ from existing utilities.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 8 ayes.
ENCROACHMENT – OLDE TOWNE COMPANY – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

The City Manager stated Council received a request from Old Towne development for an encroachment for landscaping and golf court tunnels.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions outlined in Resolution 1996-153.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 8 ayes.
BUDGET AMENDMENT – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented the following recommended budget amendments:

Parks and Recreation - $15,000 – to increase revenue and expenditures within the team program revolving budget to accommodate host responsibilities for the 2008 State Youth Council Conference.  All cost will be paid by the youth participates.  

Parks and Recreation - $34,000 – to increase revenues and expenditures within the Chavis Center revolving budget to accommodate greater interest and participation in recreation programs and events at Chavis Park and Center.
Police Department - $45,000 – to appropriate funds from Police Federal Access Forfeiture fund balance reserve to provide funds to purchase equipment for the Police Department’s mobile field force unit.

The agenda outlined the revenue and expenditure accounts involved in the various budget amendments.

Recommendation:  Approval of the budget amendment.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 353 TF 85.

REIMBURSEMENT CONTRACTS – WATER AREA 90 CONTRACT 61 – APPROVED

The agenda presented the following water imbursement contract.

Water Area 90 Contract 61

Paramount Partners, LLC/

North Boylan Avenue/

Construction of 12 inch and larger water mains

Total Reimbursement $10,820.00

Recommendation:  Approve contract.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 8 ayes.  

CONDEMNATION – CITY OF RALEIGH BEAVERDAM CREEK INTERCEPTOR – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Efforts have been unsuccessful to obtain needed easements; therefore, it is recommended that a resolution of condemnation be authorized for the following:

Project Name:

City of Raleigh Beaverdam Creek Interceptor (Knightdale Section)

Name:


Nigalye Investments, LLC
Location:

1800 Amethyst Ridge Drive
Recommendation:  Approve sanitary sewer and temporary construction easement.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 8 ayes.  See Resolution 476.
TRANSPORTATION SERVICES CONTRACT – CHANGE ORDER #1 – SOUTHERN COACH COMPANY - APPROVED
This change order is for a net increase of $105,455.

Reason:

The Parks and Recreation 2007-2008 Transportation Services Contract was awarded to Southern Coach Company based upon transportation needs for summer 2007 summer camps.  In July 2007 City Council approved funding for organization 6232, School-based programs.  In an effort to consolidate transportation needs for all year-round youth serving Parks and Recreation Department programs, trips were projected and priced for School based programs as well as the month of June 2008 Summer Camp.  A change order is necessary to cover the complete 2007-2008 fiscal year.  For future years, transportation services request for proposals will be announced and quoted on fiscal year needs in order to effectively match the City of Raleigh’s budget cycle.

History:

Original Contract Amount



$98,712.00

Current Change Order Requests (#1)


$105,455.00

New Contract amount




$204,167.00

Funds are available from the following accounts:

100-6230-70801-514
Recreation - Transportation SVCS
$  31,350.00

100-6232-70801-514
P&R School Based Progs-Transp SVCS
     74,105.00


$105,455.00

Recommendation:  Approve Change Order #1 in the amount of $105,455 to Southern Coach Company to extend the 2007 Transportation Services Contract to include all year-round programming, School-based and Summer Camp (June) through June 30, 2008.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 353 TF 85.

TRANSFERS – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented recommended transfers in the departments of Community Development, Community Services, Information Technology and Public Utilities.  The agenda outlined the code accounts involved and the reasons for the recommended transfers.

Recommendation:  Approval of the transfers as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 353 TF 85.

PW-2008 – 2 – RESURFACING CITY STREETS – BID AWARDED TO REA CONTRACTING, LLC

Pursuant to advertisements as required by law, bids were received and publicly opened on January 25, 2008, for resurfacing city streets project with REA Contracting, LLC submitting the low bid of $5,668,137.92.  The MWBE participation is 16%.

Recommendation:  Approve the low bid of REA Contracting, LLC in the amount of $5,668,137.92 and budget transfers.

Transferred From:

525-8380-79001-975
Resurfacing 07/08
$4,733,311.04

100-2210-70890-227
Contract Services
     142,747.18

515-8002-79001-975
ADA Curb Ramps
       55,107.50


$4,931,165.72

Transferred To:

525-8380-79202-975
Resurfacing 07/08
$4,931,165.72

Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 353 TF 85.
TRAFFIC – WOODBURN ROAD – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented a recommended change in the traffic code relating to speed limit reduction on Woodburn Road from Smallwood Drive to Clark Avenue.  The agenda the exact location pointing out this portion of Woodburn Road lives with a pedestrian Business Overlay District and according to the City’s Urban Design Guidelines in the streets, sidewalks and driveway access handbook, the 25 mph design speed is appropriate.  The agenda outlined the code changes that would be necessary.

Recommendation:  Approval as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 354.

END OF CONSENT AGENDA

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

REZONING Z-2-08 – FALLS OF NEUSE ROAD – REFERRED TO COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

This request is to rezone approximately 0.535 acre, currently zoned Residential-4.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Office and Institution-1 Conditional Use District.
CR-11169 from the Planning Commission finds that this request is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan.  However, based on the Findings and Reasons, the Planning Commission recommends that the proposed rezoning be denied.
Planning Commission Chairman Mullins explained the request and the Planning Commission’s discussion.  He talked about the discussion relative to access to the site which would be problematic and the Planning Commission’s discussion on denial.  Planning Director Silver pointed out it is a small site and they did not want access off of Greenway Street and a driveway on Six Forks Road would be problematic.  The access questions just raised a lot of concerns.  Mr. Koopman moved upholding the Planning Commission’s recommendation for denial.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder.

Mr. Isley pointed out the petitioners land planner had contacted him about the possibility of the item being referred to Comprehensive Planning Committee for discussion.  Mr. Isley made a substitute motion to refer Z-02-08 to Comprehensive Planning Committee.  Mr. West stated he too received a call requesting that the item go to Committee.  He stated he feels there does need to be a little more discussion about the pros and cons of this case.  Mr. Crowder seconded the substitute motion to refer the item to the Comprehensive Planning Committee and the substitute motion was put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
REZONING Z-4-08 – FALLS LANDING DRIVE – APPROVED

This request is to rezone approximately 34.40 acres, currently zoned Residential-10.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Residential-15 Conditional Use District.
CR-11170 from the Planning Commission finds that this request is inconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan.  However, based on the Findings and Reasons, the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated October 17, 2007.

Planning Commission Chairman Mullins pointed out this is more of a technical amendment.  Planning Director Silver pointed out this case did go to the Board of Adjustment and that Board requested that a zoning case be filed to clarify the issue.  He pointed out there was concern about the legal title and the rezoning would remove some of that uncertainty.  Mayor Meeker moved the Planning Commission’s recommendation for approval be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Isley.  In response to questioning from Mr. Stephenson, Mr. Silver pointed out he thought the no votes had to do with the feeling that the Board of Adjustment had already granted the additional units so the rezoning is not needed.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 355 ZC 615.

REZONING Z-5-08 – CREEDMOOR ROAD – APPROVED

This request is to rezone approximately 1.77 acres, currently zoned Residential-4.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Office and Institution-1 Conditional Use District.
CR-11171 from the Planning Commission finds that the proposed rezoning is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated February 12, 2008.

Planning Commission Chairman Mullins explained the Planning Commission’s discussion and recommendation.  He talked about the access questions and pointed out he thought the two no votes had to do with the access.  Planning Director Silver talked about the Planning Commission’s discussion relative to access and the fact that the cross access to the north was not offered.  Mr. West pointed out he had received a call relative to sidewalks on Creedmoor and lack of sidewalks in particular locations.  Planning Director Silver pointed out typically sidewalks are handled at the site plan stage.  He pointed out in this area there are sidewalks in some locations and not in others.  As development occurs the sidewalks have to be provided.  Mr. Stephenson asked about the down side of cross access to the north with Planning Director Silver pointing out it has to do with the distance and the grade changes and the feeling on the Planning Commission that it was not the best approach.  Mr. Stephenson moved the Planning Commission’s recommendation for approval be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 355 ZC 615.
SPECIAL ITEMS
PROP ORDINANCE – REVIEW – REFERRED TO THE BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

At the June 20, 2006, City Council meeting, the Law and Public Safety Committee recommended approval of various amendments to the PROP ordinance to be effective October 1, 2006.  The Committee also recommended the PROP ordinance be reviewed in February 2008.

Mayor Meeker pointed out Council members did receive a report in their agenda packet.  He stated Budget & Economic Development Committee has a related item in their Committee therefore he would suggest this item be referred to Budget & Economic Development Committee to be considered along with the item in committee.  Without objection the item was so referred.

TRAFFIC CONCERNS – MORDECAI AREA - TO BE CONSIDERED DURING BUDGET DELIBERATIONS

This item resulted from a Request and Petition heard during the February 5, 2008, City Council meeting.  Richard Graham-Yooll, representing Mordecai CAC, and other speakers expressed concerns about Wake Forest Road, Blount Street and Person Street.  The City Manager was directed to develop options and funding recommendations to address the citizen concerns.

Council members received the following memorandum in their agenda packet from Planning Director Silver and Public Works Director Dawson.
The Planning Department and Public Works Department met to discuss this item as requested by Council.
· The traffic patterns in the Mordecai area have been vetted in 2003 during the creation of the Livable Streets Plan.  It was determined at that time that only certain east-west streets should converted from one-way to two-way, while other one-way pairs including Blount and Person, should remain one-way.  The conversion of one-way streets to two-way is ongoing, with Martin and Hargett complete, South and Lenior underway, and Jones and Lane are still pending.

· The issues along Blount and Person Streets should not be viewed in isolation.  The Comprehensive Plan Update will examine the Thoroughfare Plan to determine changes to the plan as well as changes to the City’s transportation policy.  Changes to traffic patterns along Blount and Person Streets will have implications to surrounding transportation network and traffic patterns.  This comprehensive plan analysis will examine the big picture issues as it relates to transportation policy and its relationship to land use, economic development and neighborhood quality to life.
· The Comprehensive Plan consultants, HNTB, have transportation planners on staff on who will re-examine the Thoroughfare Plan and transportation policies with input from staff and the public.  HNTB staff, as well as City of Raleigh staff, have experience with streetscape planning and urban design, land use planning, economic development, and complete street concepts.

· Staff recommends that the Mordecai transportation issues be analyzed in conjunction with the Comprehensive Plan Update to ensure that specific recommendations fit into a larger planning and land use framework.

Planning Director Silver highlighted the report.  He pointed out there was a meeting held on Saturday morning in which he and representatives of the Public Works Department and other City people attended and they did recommend having a Charrette in May or June to start looking at some of the issues along Person Street so as the Comprehensive Plan is being updated we can make sure that the specific recommendations fit into the larger land use plan.  He stated in addition they could look at some other short term fixes such as traffic calming, etc.  Mayor Meeker questioned if Blount Street will be included in the discussion at the Charrette, etc. with Planning Director Silver indicating we are talking about Person and Blount Streets.  Mr. Isley questioned why we have to hire an outside consultant rather than doing this work in house.  Planning Director Silver talked about the cost and staff time managing a consultant versus in house and pointed out a lot of times it depends on the workload.  He stated the Charrette would be handled by staff and the current consultant.  How this relates to the Comprehensive Plan update was questioned by Mr. Isley with Planning Director Silver talking about what will be handled in the Comprehensive Plan update relating to the update of the thoroughfare plan, etc.  How this would fit into the short term goals and what part the Charrette would play in the Comprehensive Plan update was talked about.  Mr. Isley asked about cost and funding with Planning Director Silver pointing out the long term cost could be in the $150,000 range.  He stated however if additional funding is needed over and above what has been committed to the consultant; the staff would have to come back to Council.  Mr. West talked about discussions that have been going on in this area for a number of years.  He also talked about when and when not to use outside consultants.  Mr. Stephenson pointed out there are major issues involving quality of life and revitalization of corridors in this area.  He stated the corridors through this area need to be reinstated as neighborhood streets and it makes sense that the Comprehensive Plan consultants would be used to outline the major issues, etc. and include other neighborhoods such as Oakwood, Mordecai, etc.  Upcoming plans and budgeting for developing those plans, transportation plans as it relates to Person, north of Mordecai, the South Park area and how the updates would be handled was touched. 

Planning Director Silver talked about the plan update identifying 10 or 15 corridors that need attention and at that time we would sit down and determine what to be done, set some priorities, determine when outside consultants are needed, etc.  Once we get the big picture we can make the determination as to what outside consultants are needed and which plans are going forward.  Once the comprehensive plan update is completed the Planning Department will shift gears and go into an implementation type work.  Mr. Koopman questioned if we would move further north on Capital Boulevard with Planning Director Silver pointing out that is one of the corridors that will be considered.  Mayor Meeker suggested that this would be considered at budget time that is, we would consider the question of consultant fees, etc., but for the staff to move along as outlined.  Ms. Baldwin questioned what the Charrette would cover with Planning Director Silver pointing out the Planning Department and Public Works Department would meet with representatives of the community look at short term recommendations, etc., and discuss some of the immediate safety issues and concerns and the additional work would be considered along with the comprehensive plan update and outcomes.  Without objection it was agreed to follow that course of action.
COUNCIL RETREAT – SCHEDULE FOR MAY 2, 2008
During the February 5, 2008, City Council meeting, Councilor Stephenson asked about the possibility of holding a Council retreat and possible format if it is determined the Council would like to schedule such.  It was directed the item be placed on this agenda for discussion.  Mayor Meeker suggested that the Council have a retreat on May 2, 2008 and the retreat would be held within the City with the location to be determined later.  He feels we should concentrate on three major topics, public transportation, African American Cultural Center and neighborhood empowerment issues.  Ms. Baldwin questioned if neighborhood empowerment issues relates back to the CAC with Mayor Meeker pointing out it does not that the CAC discussion is a separate meeting.  The comments were received.

NATIONAL BIO-AND AGRO-DEFENSE FACILITY – VARIOUS ACTION TAKEN
A public hearing to receive comments regarding the proposed siting of this facility was held on February 5, 2008.  The hearing was held open for ten (10) days to allow written comments to be forwarded to the City Clerk.  Copies of the comments are included in the agenda packet.  It was directed that the item be placed on this agenda for further consideration.  It would be appropriate to consider whether the City Council wishes to take any action at this point.

Mayor Meeker pointed out Council did receive a packet of the comments received through last Friday.  He pointed out the City Council is in an advisory capacity as it relates to this issue, not a regulatory.  He pointed out what he is hearing the Council say is that most are opposed or would not support the facility being located in Butner until 3 or 4 questions have been addressed.  The questions relate to answers to the questions the City of Raleigh has already put fourth, a plan showing how that facility will prevent sedimentation going into Falls Lake, answer to the safety concerns expressed by the Granville County Board of Commissioners and some information on oversight of the facility including congressional or civilian type oversight.  He stated he feels those things need to be addressed.

Mr. Crowder pointed out the location proposed is in an area that serves 5 watersheds.  He questioned if there is another site in North Carolina that would have better security and not take the chance of water contamination such as near Fort Bragg or some other facility.

Mr. Isley stated he understands the people will be here from Homeland Security in the next day or two and it seems it will be best to hold off on making a decision and have someone meet with the Homeland Security people.  Brief discussion took place on the procedure, when the draft EIS is supposed to be concluded, whether the Council should go ahead and go on record with its stance with the understanding that once we have information from Homeland Security we could possibly amend the stance.  Mr. Isley stated he does not feel it would hurt to wait a few days and talk to the people from Homeland Security pointing out they know what our concerns are and he feels if we have an opportunity to have an audience with the representatives of Homeland Security that would be good and he does not feel we would be loosing ground by waiting.  In response to questioning as to when Homeland Security representatives would be in the area, City Manager Allen pointed out he understands there is a community meeting to receive comments in Granville County, he is not sure of the exact location with the City Clerk relaying information on the location of the public meeting.  Mayor Meeker suggested that the Council not support and oppose the Butner location until such time as we receive responses to the questions about the facility that the City has already put forth, receive information on plans for keeping sediment runoff from the facility out of Falls Lake, response to safety questions posed by the Granville County Board of Commissioners, and be provided information on the oversight of this facility.  Mr. Crowder questioned if the Mayor would also add considering alternate sites in North Carolina with Mayor Meeker agreeing.  The motion as amended was seconded by Mr. Crowder and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
COMPLETE STREETS CONCEPTS – INFORMATION RECEIVED

During the February 5, 2008, Council meeting, Councilor Stephenson asked about a way for the Council to be educated relative to the Complete Streets Concept.  He suggested the possibility of some type forum, inviting someone from Charlotte to speak on their Urban Street Concept or just some way to provide education for the Council on this topic.  It was directed that the item be placed on this agenda to receive a report/recommendation from staff relative to possible alternatives.

Council Members received the following information in their agenda packet.

The following memo has been prepared as background to a special item to be discussed at the next Council meeting regarding how the Comprehensive Plan Update process might address the issue of implementing a “Complete Streets” program in the City of Raleigh. It begins with a brief overview of the topic; outlines some key planning and policy issues; and concludes with a set of recommendations for moving forward.

Overview
A “complete street” is one containing provisions for all potential users of the right of way. As defined on the web site of the Complete Streets Coalition, “complete streets are designed and operated to enable safe access for all users. Pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists and bus riders of all ages and abilities are able to safely move along and across a complete street.” The emphasis in this definition is on accommodation and safety. However, the Coalition identifies other benefits as well, including facilitating and encouraging non-motorized travel (with the attendant environmental benefits); improving access and mobility for those who don’t or can’t drive, including the young and elderly; and promoting healthy lifestyles by providing walking, jogging and biking opportunities to people. 

Planning and Policy Issues
“Complete Streets” is a new term for a simple idea. All public roads have an associated right of way. Space within that right of way can be allocated for various functions, including vehicular, bicycle and pedestrian circulation, as well as accommodations for transit facilities. In addition, differing levels of design attention and capital investment can be lavished on each of these modes. Up to a certain point, accommodations can be made for one mode without impacting levels of service for another. Beyond that point, trade-offs must be made. Fundamentally, the implementation of a Complete Streets program involves the allocation of scarce resources:

· Physical resources, specifically the width of the right of way.

· Financial resources, specifically limited capital dollars for roadway improvements.

· Human resources, specifically the time, safety and comfort of drivers, cyclists, walkers and transit riders.

These allocation decisions are typically made by public sector decision-makers, who must answer questions such as:

· Where will public investments lead to the greatest benefit in terms of public safety, non-motorized trip share, and convenience?

· What are the appropriate street design standards given travel demand and the existing or proposed land use patterns for the corridor?

· If sacrifices in capacity are contemplated, are the costs of the resulting public inconvenience outweighed by meaningful public benefits?

These decisions need to be made in a policy framework which addresses:

· Observed and projected demand for different modes of travel, including autos, transit, cycling and walking

· Existing and proposed land use and development patterns adjacent to and in the vicinity of the corridor

· Safety data including vehicular-pedestrian accidents

· Urban design considerations

· The role of the corridor in the overall transportation network

Existing Policy Guidance & Planning Efforts
While Raleigh does not have a formal Complete Streets program or policy, it has several existing policies and planning efforts that are relevant:

· The Thoroughfare Plan classifies major roadways as to function

· The Streets, Sidewalks and Driveways Access Handbook provides both regulations and guidance for public and private roadway design

· Urban Design Guidelines for both the downtown and Neighborhood and Village centers address street design as well as bike and pedestrian facilities

· Raleigh’s sidewalk program, a part of the Capital Improvement Program, includes criteria for prioritizing sidewalk investments

· A bicycle master plan is underway which will identify priority corridors for bicycle improvements

· Include new sidewalk construction with all CIP roadway projects

· Engineer Walter Kulash and Adrienne Schmidt, author of the ULI book “Creating Walkable Places, presented on how to create a pedestrian-friendly city as part of the 21st Century Lecture Series. Thus, the City of Raleigh held an education forum on the complete streets concept.

However, there are some recognized shortcomings to the existing framework. These include a minimal, “one size fits all” dimensional requirement for sidewalks, and the application of standard street cross sections to thoroughfares irrespective of land use patterns, be they urban or suburban. A review and update of policies is appropriate.

Complete Streets and the Comprehensive Plan Update
The update to the Comprehensive Plan provides an appropriate venue for beginning the work of developing a Complete Streets policy and/or program for Raleigh, for a number of reasons:

· The relevant factors—including future land use, urban design, accident data, and travel demand projections—are all being compiled and analyzed as part of the planning effort. For example, the transportation inventory contains the most comprehensive GIS mapping of vehicular and pedestrian accident data yet produced for Raleigh.

· The process already involves a collaborative effort between the relevant departments, most particularly City Planning and Public Works.

· The consulting team is being led by HNTB, a full-service, national Architecture and Engineering firm with significant experience in transportation and traffic planning and engineering, as well as urban design.

· The Comprehensive Plan is proposed to play a much stronger role in developing the Capital Improvement Program, the major vehicle for implementing complete street-style improvements on existing streets.

· The Comprehensive Plan is the foundation for the City’s land use codes, design manuals, and guidelines

Next Steps
The following next steps to address this item are proposed:

· Continued coordination between the Comprehensive Plan and the Bicycle Master Plan efforts.

· Instructing HNTB to include complete streets considerations in the relevant elements of the plan, including transportation and urban design

· Organizing one or more small group discussions on complete streets as part of the public outreach effort

City Manager Allen highlighted the information and explained the next steps as outlined in the information.  Mr. Stephenson questioned if in some of the small stakeholders meetings if we could bring someone from Charlotte to talk about the concept with everyone agreeing.  Mr. Koopman moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  Planning Director Silver pointed out we have a DVD on the complete streets concept available for Council members.

PERSONNEL – INTRODUCED

Planning Director Silver introduced Travis Crane, Senior Planner, a new employee in the Planning Department and explained his responsibilities which include Neighborhood Conservation Overlay and infill development issues.  
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

CLARENCE E. LIGHTENER PUBLIC SAFETY CENTER – INFORMATION RECEIVED; CITY MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE AGREEMENT WITH COUNTY

The Kling Stubbins/Cherry Huffman design team has prepared an update for the initial phase of the project related to concept, program and budget.  The project will provide space for headquarter operations of police and fire, for the emergency communications center, for a traffic control center, space for relocation of the City Information Technology department and associated data center, plus space for building maintenance staff and the Credit Union.   Wake County has expressed an interest in functions for Emergency Management and Sheriff Dispatch being located in the facility.  Including the County programs in the project, this would result in a total project size of approximately 305,000 Gross Square Feet.

Recommendation:  Receive the report and presentation regarding the concept, program and budget for the Clarence E. Lightner Public Safety Center.  Authorize the City Manager to negotiate an inter-local agreement for inclusion of County programs in the project, develop a funding plan and recommend next steps for continuing design of the project.
Michael Stevenson, Kling Stubbins made a Powerpoint presentation outlining the project aspirations which include enhancing the readiness and effectiveness of public safety agencies, creating a high quality work environment for City employees, creating a positive image and experience of City government for the public, creating a symbol of sustainability for our City and region, promoting the livable streets initiative and enhancing the Nash Square Neighborhood, create long term value for the City and to serve the public.  He talked about William Christmas plan and the fact that there are only two public squares left and this building will front on one of those.  He talked about the importance of Hargett and Martin Streets being major east/west connectors, how they link to Moore Square, Fayetteville Street, TTA and the Depot District and the potential to engage Nash Square.  He pointed out the proposed building is to house the Police and Fire Department headquarters, City Emergency Communications Center and Emergency Operation Center, Traffic Management, Information Technology Consolidation and Data Center, Wake County EOC and Sheriff Dispatch, Building Maintenance, a 600 seat assembly hall, a café and credit unit.  He talked about the benefits to the City which will be bought by this building which includes consolidation of multiple departments, providing needed expansion and consolidation space and better space utilization and efficiency of existing real estate.  He went through the various implementation schedules which includes relocating of the Police Department, demolishing the existing building, utility site prep, construction and the creation of a new frontage on Hargett Street and Nash Square and the potential for new development around Nash Square which will follow, talked about the future of the area which includes completion of the municipal campus complex, consolidated city government and reinvigorated Nash Square.  He presented renderings showing a front porch situation on Hargett Street and talked briefly about the proposed active ground floor uses, transparent public lobby and the “Window On The Park.”  The proposed building will present the face of city government on McDowell Street.  It is felt that the Lightner Center will be a catalyst and the centerpiece of the Nash Square Neighborhood renewal.  The proposed project includes 305,000 gross square feet in 17 stories located at the corner of Hargett and McDowell Streets.  The construction will attempt to be a LEED Goal sustainability, it will house a 24/7 operation, will be highly robust and reliable building and site infrastructure and include stand alone emergency operations.  He went over the project estimates which are $226 million for the total project.  
He went over the project schedule summary which began in October of 2007, with the next steps including City Council review on March 4, 2008.  
Mr. Koopman had questions concerning the level of protection for the building, whether it will be sheltered as we are dealing with a public safety building with Mr. Stephenson touching on the various levels of protection, stand alone water, air supplies, etc.  Mr. Koopman stated since we are talking about public safety, what would happen if something were to happen to the building.  City Manager Allen pointed out the field operations are decentralized and this building would house the police and fire administration.  As far as emergency communication we have redundant facilities at the Barwell Road fire station.  
Mr. Crowder commended all for a job well done pointing out he is glad to see it is programmed for a café and he feels what was presented is an outstanding first start.  Mr. Isley questioned how the City is going to pay for this building and questioned if the County is participating moneywise.  City Manager Allen pointed out one of the next steps is to see if the County is serious about utilizing part of the facility and their willingness to enter into an interlocal agreement and pay for their share.  He stated all of those things have not been defined yet but we would make sure their share was paid for by the County.  He stated he would negotiate with the County.  He talked about the fact that we only have a preliminary budget, we are at the concept point and it does give us a sense of what we need to start building into the budget.  He pointed out his expectation is to build the debt service into the capacity of our debt model, he thinks we would probably utilize COPS, so probably the financing would be over a 25 year period.  He again stated we are at the conceptual point and this gives us numbers to start building into our debt model capacity.  He stated there are a couple of critical steps needed to keep the design team moving towards schematic designs, keeping the team together, etc.  We would need to continue to work toward moving the police employees out of the building and the next City Council meeting an additional report given on interim needs for continuing the project.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the next steps as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE RALEIGH TRANSIT AUTHORITY

TRANSIT AUTHORITY – ANNUAL REPORT – RECEIVED

David Eatman, Transit Administrator and Jeffrey Mann, Chairman of the Raleigh Transit Authority, were at the meeting to present the Authority’s annual report.  Mr. Eatman gave an overview of the CAT system which includes 26 fixed routes and a showtime trolley.  He gave information on the times of each.  He pointed out the cash fare is $1.00 per ride with senior citizens and persons with disabilities paying $.50 per ride.  The CAT system covers 2.7 million mile per year with 4.15 million passengers per year.  The passenger revenue is approximately $2.2 million per year.  The cost of service per passenger is $3.07.  He gave information on the fare box recovery for the past several years and provided information on various ridership trends.  He talked about the Tier 1 and Tier 2 Assessable Raleigh Transportation (ART).  He gave statistics and cost of the Tier 1 and Tier 2 services explaining out how the two tiers work.  He pointed out Tier 1 trips are subsidized with a ratio of 52% City, 48% consumer.  Clients can call any participating taxi company directly with no notice required.  Tier II service are mandated by Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.  He explained the service area and pointed out the services are designed to mirror the fixed route geographical coverage and hours of service.  The fair for one way trip is $2.00.  He gave statistics on the ridership pointing out in Tier II we are receiving 400 to 500 calls per day with a 1000 trip bookings per week day.  He gave information on the passenger trips and cost per trip over the past few years.
Transit Authority Chairman Mann provided information on the passenger amenities.  He talked about how the City acquires easements, talked about the region plan for passenger amenity standards to be solicited, advertising options currently underway and the current activities including a possible downtown circulator and touched on the Mayor’s regional bus expansion plan.  He touched base on upcoming programs, currently funded projects as well as unfunded grant projects.  He presented pictures showing the new BRT hybrid electric bus and the low floor bus.  The information included a summary or activities and accomplishments for year 2007.  
Mr. Crowder talked about his feeling that we do not have a pedestrian network on the ground as it relates to bus ridership and the ability of people with disabilities to get to and from the buses pointing out that is why there has been an increase in the use of the ART program.  He stated we need to get an urban network on the ground.  Mr. Mann agreed and stated areas such as the far reaches of Glenwood Avenue it is difficult for a person with disabilities to maneuver once they get off the bus.  Discussion took place about the challenges and the age of our maintenance facility.  It was pointed out we have 94 buses in a 50 bus facility and what we are doing to address those needs.  Mr. Koopman asked how much help we are getting from our Congressional delegation as it relates to grant funding with Mr. West talking about the consolidation and the seamless operation endeavors.  He touched on some of the things we are trying to do regionally and the status of those various programs.  Mr. Eatman talked about the Region Call Center, various passenger amenities and advertising pointing out he would be glad to provide a report with the Council expressing appreciation to all involved pointing out they look forward to the report on the seamless transportation efforts.  
REQUEST AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE – REQUEST FOR GREEN STRIPE ON FAYETTEVILLE STREET – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Frank Mellage, Raleigh St. Patrick's Day Parade Committee, would like to request that the City Department of Transportation paint the center line on Fayetteville Street green from Davie Street to Morgan Street for the St. Patrick's Day Parade on Saturday, March 15, 2008,  

Mr. Mellage talked about the St. Patrick’s Day Committee and the St. Patrick’s Day parade which is scheduled for Saturday, March 15.  He pointed out the Raleigh St. Patrick’s Day parade is the seconded largest in the Southeast and for the first time they have more entries than the Raleigh Christmas Parade.  The 2008 Parade will have Chief Harry Dolan as the Grand Marshal.  He talked about the parade being family oriented and providing a tremendous positive impact on the whole downtown area.  Last year was the first year they had got to use Fayetteville Street and pointed out in talking with parade organizers throughout the country many of the Cities have the center stripe of the parade route painted green and they would like for the City DOT to paint the centerline of Fayetteville Street green from Davie to Morgan.  He stated they have found some paint that is environmental friendly, washes away within a week and they would like for it to be painted by the day before the parade.

City Manager Allen pointed out staff has not been able to find any chalk based paint pointing out if the group finds some type paint or tape and wanted to put it down staff would want to have permission to approve it prior to this occurring.  Mayor Meeker suggested the item be referred to the City Manager to work with the group.  One of the parade organizers stated they have been able to find a sugar based product that will fade away quickly and the only downside is that it may attract ants.  The item was referred to the City Manager.
WATER CONSERVATION – LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS SUGGESTIONS –REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Diana Haskell, presented the following prepared statement:

My name is Diana Haskell and I am President of the League of Women Voters of Wake County.  The League is very concerned that lack of action now to further reduce water use during the current drought will result in real hardship--not just inconvenience--for the citizens of Raleigh and neighboring jurisdictions in the months and years ahead.  

The League recommends that, in additional to implementing Stage 2 drought restrictions, the Raleigh City Council take the following immediate actions:

1. Direct the Raleigh Public Utilities Department to revise water bills to state “gallons used” rather than “units” so consumers are informed about their actual consumption.
2. Direct public utilities to institute tiered water rates as soon as possible.  Average residential use should be determined and rates should be designed so that consumption significantly above the average costs enough to discourage wasteful use.

3. Educate water customers about the benefits of “every other time” toilet flushing. This could save about four (4) billion gallons a year or two months supply for all of Wake County.  

4. Require businesses and institutions to disable or replace automatically flushing toilets.

5. Implement a rebate program or property tax credits for homeowners who install low-flow toilets, cisterns, gray water systems, on-demand hot water systems, and rain barrels.

6. Override the bylaws of homeowners’ associations that discourage conservation.
7. Remove exemptions on the use of well water since this also decreases the aquifer.

8. Wherever feasible, require apartment and condo housing to meter water and electrical consumption for individual units.

9. Require businesses to implement landscape and irrigation measures to conserve water.
10. Prohibit all watering of golf courses except for drip irrigation, on-site rainwater capture or importation of non-potable water.
11. Provide incentives for the following in new residential, institutional and commercial construction by installing:

· Waterless urinals and the most efficient toilets and faucets available

· Compost facilities in kitchens and yards instead of garbage disposals

· Drought resistant landscapes and lawns

· The most water efficient appliances
· On-demand hot water systems rather than conventional water heaters

These and other short-term conservation measures are needed not only to address the current drought but also to prepare us for the next drought.  However, the Council also needs to re-examine many of the assumptions and policies upon which our long-term water supply planning is based to make sure that the water shortage we now face will not become permanent.  Therefore we support the recommendations of Councilman Thomas Crowder for water impact fees and even suggest that no new water hookups be issued until sufficient water is assured.
Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation and asked that the comments be referred to Administration to meet with Ms. Haskell, let her know what has already been instituted and to consider her other recommendations.

UNFIT BUILDING – 335 MULBERRY STREET – 90-DAY EXTENSION GRANTED
Bobby Emory, 335 Mulberry Street, was at the meeting to request an extension of time in order to make repairs to property at 335 Mulberry Street. He stated he had completed about one-half of what he was directed to do by the Inspections Department.  Inspections Director Strickland pointed out Mr. Emory has done a lot of work on the exterior but on the interior there is a lot of debris, etc., making the house uninhabitable and a fire hazard.  Mayor Meeker suggested giving an additional 90 days providing Mr. Emory cleans up the interior within the next two weeks.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adoption on an 8-0 vote.
PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT – PERSONNEL COMMENDED

Mark Hockenyos, representing Crabtree Rotary pointed out Crabtree Rotary in connection with the Parks and Recreation Department sponsored the Holiday Express at Pullen Park between November 27, 2007 and December 2, 2007.  It was a 4-day event 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., a light display, trains, and all around holiday display.  He pointed out they had anticipated having some 4800 visitors however they had it in excess of 10,000.  He talked about the use of the funds pointing out this year the profits will be contributed to the Clarence E. Lightner Youth Leadership Fund.  He expressed appreciation to the various people involved including Sid Hutcheson who was the father of the idea for the Holiday Express, the City Council and the Parks and Recreation employees who went the extra mile making this a successful event.  He commended Scott Payne, Richard Costello, Marvin Howell and Cara McLeod.  He stated those 4 employees and others went way beyond the call of duty to help make it successful.  He stated because of this success and the popularity of the event they look forward to developing a long tradition for the event.

ENCROACHMENT – 1809 MCDONALD LANE – REFERRED TO LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

David H. Permar, Esq., representing the A. Carlisle Morris family, would like to request approval of a right-of-way encroachment for a proposed fence at 1809 McDonald Lane.  The request has been recommended for denial by City staff.
Mayor Meeker suggested that the item be referred to the Law & Public Safety Committee.  Without objection the idea was so referred.

MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

UNFIT BUILDING – 1405 OBERLIN ROAD – HEARING – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the adoption of an ordinance prohibiting occupancy of the unfit dwellings until repaired to comply with the requirements of the Housing Code and pursuant to the provisions of Section 10-6130 of the Code of the City of Raleigh:
	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NO.
	TIME LAPSE

	1405 Oberlin Road (E)
	Kidd LLC C/O Dorothy P. Goodson
	0053965
	50 Days


The Mayor opened the hearing no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Crowder moved adoption of the ordinance as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 356.

UNFIT BUILDINGS – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This was hearing to consider adopting an Ordinance authorizing the demolition of the unfit buildings as listed below and pursuant to the provisions of Section 10-6127(d) of the City Code if the repairs necessary to render the dwellings fit for human habitation are not completed within ninety (90) days.

	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NO.
	VACATED & CLOSED

	609 Dennis Avenue (C)
	Michael Vincent Ferrara
	0052083
	September 18, 2006

	112 N Fisher Street (C)
	Grace in the City Community Development
	0074466
	November 15, 2006

	114 N Fisher Street (C)
	Grace in the City Community Development
	0080940
	November 15, 2006

	334 Maywood Avenue (D)
	Ronald Wayne Reaves, Margaret Ann Reaves, C/O Justin Reaves
	0013356
	May 5, 2006

	314 (312) Norwood Street (C)
	Martial Emanuel Hodge, Marcelina Hodge
	0072439
	May 23, 2006


The Mayor opened the hearing on each location, no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. West moved adoption of an ordinance declaring the buildings unfit as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 357.

UNFIT BUILDING DEMOLITION – 121 SOUTH TARBORO STREET – CONFIRMATION OF CHARGES – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider adoption of a resolution confirming the charges for demolition of the unfit building at 121 South Tarboro Street, the property is in the name of Lynda Ruddle Gilchrist, Tax ID #0046307, the cost of demolition is $5,689.00.  The Mayor opened the hearing, no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Crowder moved adoption of a resolution confirming charges as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 477.
PUBLIC NUISANCE COST CONFIRMATION – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

hearing to consider the adoption of a resolution confirming the charges for the abatement of public nuisances as a lien against the property as listed below:
	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NO.
	ABATEMENT

	2911 Boone Trail (D)
	Lanes Carteret
	0056129
	$475.00

	732 Brighton Road (C)
	Metropolitan Designs INC
	0072184
	$390.00

	905 E Edenton Street (C)
	Peter Sandaluk
	0027357
	$270.00

	5881 North Hills Drive (A)
	Steve A. Karras
	0084667
	$250.00

	2829 Smoke Place (C)
	David A. Moreno Robles
	0294693
	$260.00

	8216 Wynewood Court (B)
	Nance Construction & Real Estate Co.
	0164466
	$255.00


The Mayor opened the hearing no one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Crowder moved adoption of a resolution confirming charges as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Kooper and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 478.

PU-2008-1 – BENTLEY WOODS SUBDIVISION PHASE I SEWER – HEARING – RESOLUTION DIRECTING PROJECT ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider adoption of a resolution directing the installation of approximately 19,300 linear feet of 8-inch sanitary sewer main for Bentley Woods Subdivision Phase 1 Annexation Area bounded by U.S. 401 North and Perry Creek Road with assessments to apply on a front footage, area served and/or per lot basis (inside/outside City limits).  (PU 2008-1).

The Mayor opened the hearing no one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Koopman moved adoption of a resolution directing the installation as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 479.

EASEMENT SALE – 410 CIVIC BOULEVARD – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider a sanitary sewer easement sale relating to 410 Civic Boulevard according to information included in Resolution 2008-456 adopted on February 5, 2008.  The Mayor opened the hearing, no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Koopman moved adoption of a resolution authorizing the sale as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 480.

EVIDENTIARY HEARING

SU-2-07 – NORTH CAROLINA CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION FOR WOMEN – MEDICAL FACILITY EXPANSION – HEARING – APPROVED – TO BE PLACED ON MARCH 4 AGENDA

This was a hearing to consider a request for a Special Use Permit for expansion of the existing North Carolina Correctional Institution for Women located at 1034 Bragg Street near the intersection of Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard and Rock Quarry Road.  This request is for the addition of an approximately 108,712-square foot medical facility within the 192-acre site located in the Office and Institution-1 (O&I-1) zoning district.  The application was submitted by the North Carolina Department of Corrections pursuant to Code Section 10-2145 (SU-2-07).

Ms. Baldwin stated she would like to be excused from participation as her company is involved in the engineering for this proposed expansion.  Mayor Meeker moved Ms. Baldwin be excused from participation.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote and Ms. Baldwin left the table.
The City Clerk, as a Notary Public, swore in all persons who indicated they plan to speak.

Planner Stacy Barbour gave a free overview of the project indicating it is a request to expand the existing North Carolina Correctional Institution for Women by adding an approximate 108,712 square foot medical facility within the 192 acre site.  The State owned facility was originally constructed in 1933 and is zoned Office & Institutional-I and is located near the intersection of Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard and Rock Quarry Road.  The facility street address is 1034 Bragg Street.  Mr. Barbour presented the following staff findings.

Staff Findings in regard to the five factors Council shall consider when acting on this request

1.  There shall be no flood lighting which beams directly into nearby residential areas.

The proposal includes a site lighting plan showing the levels of light expected the height of proposed lighting fixtures, and the style of fixtures. The application states that the lighting plan reflects the facility’s security needs and also prohibits light from bleeding over into surrounding properties. The plan also has been prepared for conformance with zoning condition number 2 of case Z-5-93 which states “Area lighting along the perimeter shall be designed and installed to direct the light toward the prison property and downward to the areas requiring illumination.”  The proposed fixtures are to be of “shoe box style cutoff design” mounted at a height of 25 feet. The plan notes that fixtures are to be oriented so that the forward throw is aimed into the secured perimeter and away from the public thoroughfare and the adjacent residential areas. The photometric and lighting analysis provided shows illumination levels measuring between 0.0 and 0.5 foot candles along the street right-of-way and adjacent property lines, thus conforming to general standards for outdoor lighting of City Code Section 10-2089(d).

2. The street capacity adjacent to the site is sufficient to safeguard the public health, especially with regard to the size and frequency of commercial vehicles involved with the transportation of inmates and for the shipping and receiving of materials in connection with the facility.

This site has frontage on Rock Quarry Road (major thoroughfare) and Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard (secondary arterial). However, the primary access point to this site will occur from Coleman Street which intersects with Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard and Bragg Street.
The Transportation Services Division of the Raleigh Public Works Department has reviewed a traffic impact analysis commissioned for this proposal. Based on the traffic impact analysis provided by the applicant, the additional traffic generated by the expanded facility will result in an increase in delay from 77 sec [Level of Service -E, Background 2010] to 90 sec [Level of Service -F, Build 2010] for the northbound approach of Rock Quarry Road at its intersection with Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard. This increased delay is a direct consequence of the proposed NCCIW Health Care facility. To ameliorate this predicted delay the proposal requires re-striping the northbound left-turn lane on Rock Quarry Road and providing 225 feet of vehicular storage. 
The applicant concludes from the traffic impact analysis that the proposed additions to the existing campus will not have a significant impact on the surrounding road network. The proposal includes reconfiguration of the intersection of Bragg and Coleman Streets and relocation of existing driveways to improve traffic operation on those two streets. The applicant’s report states that the reconfigured intersection of Bragg and Coleman Streets will provide for Level of Service- A in that location.

This plan also includes the dedication of 15 feet of public street right-of-way along Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard to create a uniform right-of-way width of half of 110’ width in conformance with the City’s thoroughfare plan. Staff recommends dedication of this additional public right-of-way as a condition of approval of the special use permit.
3. Transitional protective yards which conform to Code Section 10-2082.9 for high impact uses shall be installed.

The majority of this site is bordered by public street right-of-way, but there are adjacent properties on the northeast and south sides of the site. Transitional protective yards of 40’ minimum width conforming to planting standards of Code Section 10-2082.9 are required adjacent those properties. The proposal includes transitional protective yards varying in width from 45’ to over 200’. Note the proposal also conforms to zoning condition A of Z-5-93 which mandated a 30’ protective yard be installed adjacent both street right-of-way and adjacent properties for areas subject to that zoning condition on the north and east sides of the site.

4. The use is in accord with development criteria established by City Council-adopted plans and policies such as the Comprehensive Plan and redevelopment plans, and if there is a conflict between plans and Code provisions, the more restrictive shall apply.

The site is in the Office and Institution-1 and Office and Institution-1 conditional use zoning districts. It is located in the Southeast Planning District with specific Comprehensive Plan land use recommendations made in the Martin Luther King, Jr. Corridor Plan and the Rock Quarry Road Corridor Plan. Institutional land uses are recommended for this site. 

5. The use will not be injurious to property or improvements in the affected area.

This project includes the construction of a new 108,712 square foot medical facility, enhanced landscaping both within the site and along the perimeter, an infiltration basin to address the additional stormwater runoff from the new impervious area being constructed, reconfiguration of an existing parking lot to improve efficiency, creation of an overflow parking lot for law enforcement and bus parking, and street and driveway  improvements along Coleman Street, Bragg Street, and Rock Quarry Road (re-striping).  

The proposal states that all sources of potential pollution are addressed by this project in its infrastructure work. It includes installation of new energy efficient boilers with enhanced emissions control capabilities. Water consumption on-site will be monitored.  The proposal states noise has been addressed through technology innovations such as equipment selection, sound absorption enclosures, silencers, variable frequency drives, and special component building construction.

The City Council may consider additional evidence to determine conformance with this finding. 

Cindy Szwarckop (sworn) Stewart Engineering, presented preliminary renderings, location of the facility, surrounding area, infiltration basin, new parking lot for sheriff and others, improved access island, and traffic flow, etc.  In response to questioning from the Mayor, Ms. Szwarckop indicated it is her testimony that the proposal meets all of the requirements of the code.  Mr. Crowder asked about mitigating the traffic impact with Ms. Szwarckop pointing out the traffic impact analysis shows a 13 second delay and the City is asking that they restripe and add in some queuing lane which they plan to do.  Mr. Crowder questioned if there is any concern with the proposed floodlighting with Ms. Szwarckop pointing out they are within the regulations.  There is no search flood lights.  In response to questioning from Mr. West, Ms. Szwarckop indicating the facility is to serve the existing 1200 inmates.  She also, in response to questioning from Mr. West, pointed out it is 361 feet from the existing parking lot to the nearest house.  No one else asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Isley moved approval of SU-2-07 as requested.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote (Baldwin) excused.
City Attorney McCormick indicated the item should be placed on the next agenda to consider approval of findings of fact and conclusions of law.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – JOINT VENTURE RENTAL PROGRAM/DACIAN GLEN – APPROVED

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends approval of $300,000 of joint venture rental funds for the Dacian Glen Apartments project that is being done by DHIC.  The Committee further recommends approval of the transfer from the Joint Venture Rental Capital Project Reserve Funds to the existing Dacian Glen expenditure account.  The repayment will be at 2% interest with terms as outlined in the backup material.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 353 TF 85.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

ANNEXATION POLICIES/ETJ EXTENSION – VARIOUS ACTIONS APPROVED
Chairperson McFarlane reported by split vote the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends the Council not proceed with the ETJ extension request proposed by staff but rather develop joint policies on growth management including ETJ expansions in coordination with the governments of adjacent municipalities and the City's updated Comprehensive Plan to provide more specific guidance on relationships between the City and County regarding land use goals and transportation goals, and reducing the burden on existing taxpayers and utility rate payers by providing new construction servicing new growth areas.  On behalf of the Committee, Ms. McFarlane moved approval.  Mr. Crowder stated he would second both motions.  Mayo Meeker suggested breaking it into two motions pointing out the first sentence or motion he understands that once the drought is over staff can bring this issue back to Council.  This is not a “forever” statement with Ms. McFarlane pointing out that is correct.

Mr. Stephenson stated he would like to make the following comments for the record.

The ETJ expansion request before us is the direct result of the 2006 River Towne satellite annexation, approved by the last council even though it was inconsistent with most Raleigh and Wake County goals for cost-effective and well-planned growth. 


Councilors who voted to annex River Towne focused on mitigating the development shortcomings of a single county subdivision, but the staff’s 6,000 acre expansion proposal before us today makes it clear that they did not see River Towne as an isolated case.  Instead it was a clear message that the city council was willing to continue voting against its own adopted growth plans, and in doing so, continue a long-standing pattern of promoting ad-hoc, unplanned sprawl. 


Staff’s response is equally clear: Since the council has been unable to resist the many adverse impacts of ad-hoc annexations, let us at least mitigate those actions by committing to annex 6,000 new acres into the city within the next 5-7 years, notwithstanding the immense cost and pressure which growth of that magnitude will bring. 


While I commend the staff for their attempt to respond to the last council’s message that sprawl will continue, this new council has an opportunity send a much different message: That we have reached a tipping point, and rather than loosening our bells by 6000 acres to mitigate more sprawl, we are instead going to take a deep breath and spend the next year planning Raleigh’s future.  With our Comprehensive Plan update and regional transportation planning underway, and with questions looming large about our ability to pay for growth, and provide water for growth, this is the lime to turn the page on the past and look to Raleigh’s future. 

Mayor Meeker questioned on the second motion in addition to the Comprehensive Plan update what is expected.  Mr. Stephenson pointed out that the City Council should get engaged with the Comprehensive Plan update and also work in coordination with other governmental units in our region.  It is an opportunity to improve our coordination and provide for consistency.  He talked about the County’s policies and pointed out this would help us make sure that easements that are granted, streets and sidewalks that are constructed, water and sewer that is extended, etc. all meet City standards and make sure we have the same standards with the Mayor pointing out he understands Mr. Stephenson is saying keep an eye out for consistency.  Mr. Stephenson pointed out that is correct pointing out it is more than staffs working together, the governing units have to work together.  He feels that there are opportunities to tighten up on all kinds of coordination as well.  
Mr. Crowder pointed out as we continue to grow as a region we need to make sure we are all on the same page.  It is not just coordination between the staff but coordination among all of the elected bodies.  He stated as we begin talking with the other groups as we talk about the transportation this topic can be on the agenda.  He stated we just need to make sure we are all on the same page and the Comprehensive Plan update will be a part of that, we just need to make sure we have tight coordination with the county.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
Mr. Isley questioned what the second motion means questioning if we are going to ask the County to develop a plan.  Ms. McFarlane pointed out no we are just asking the County to work with us in developing a plan or coordinating plans.  Mr. Isley questioned if anyone had talked to the County about this motion.  Mayor Meeker pointed out there has been some discussion about transportation coordination.  Mr. Stephenson pointed out there was an item in today’s paper that coordinated transportation is on the County’s list of priorities.  Mr. Koopman questioned what kind of dialogue we have engaged in with the other municipalities pointing out he feels that is where we would have the most traction, work with the municipalities and approach this together.  Mr. Crowder talked about Triangle J and working through Triangle J and others.  He talked about the County’s work pointing out they are developing activity centers, etc., and we should work with them to make sure that they are built where we are having village style centers, etc.  There are a lot of things that we can work on jointly.  We can look at expanding into areas and as that occurs make sure that the roads, utilities, etc., that are being improved are improved to city standards.  Mr. Isley stated that is exactly why the City annexed Rener Towne was to make sure that it develops under Raleigh’s standards.  Mr. Crowder pointed out however that was in the long term service area and the City leap frog the short-term.  Mayor Meeker pointed out he understands this motion as encouraging the Council to talk with the County about transportation coordination, keeping our eyes opened over the next several months on other options to consider to help us coordinate activities and questioned if that is the sense of the motion.  Ms. Baldwin pointed out the motion is very vague and that is why she could not support it in committee.  She does not think what the Mayor is saying is what the motion says.  Ms. McFarlane restated the motion to say develop joint policies on growth management in coordination with the governments of adjacent municipalities and the City’s updated comprehensive plan to provide more specific guidance on relationships between the City and the County regarding land use goals.  Her restated motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Isley who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-1 vote.
DOWNTOWN MASTER DEVELOPMENT PROCESS – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA

Ms. McFarlane reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends that the item downtown master developer process be removed from the agenda with no action taken.  Mayor Meeker stated without objection the item would be removed.

FAYETTEVILLE STREET PLAZA AND HILLSBOROUGH – INFORMATION REQUESTED
Ms. Baldwin asked for an update on the Fayetteville Street Plaza and Hillsborough Street projects.  City Manager Allen pointed out he would bring that information to the Council when we go to bid.  Mayor Meeker suggested that the Council be provided with a schedule or time line at the next meeting.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

LEESVILLE ROAD WIDENING – REFERRED TO BUDGET WORK SESSION

Mr. Stephenson reported the Public Works Committee recommends that the Leesville Road widening item be referred to Budget Work Session for discussion during consideration of the Capital Improvement Program and so moved.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  

STORMWATER ISSUES – 6308 BATTLEFORD DRIVE – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

Chairperson Stephenson reported the Public Works Committee recommends that staff be directed to issue the certificate of occupancy for the dwelling located at 6308 Battleford Drive.  The Committee further recommends that staff be directed to calculate the cost and secure the necessary funding and easements to alleviate the stormwater drainage problem affecting the property lines along Lynn Road and 6308 Battleford Drive.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Stephenson moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

BANBERRY PARK – STAFF COMMENDED

Mr. Isley expressed appreciation to staff in Parks and Recreation Department for making the improvements to Banberry Park so quickly.  He asked that those involved be commended.  

MORDECAI PARK AREA – STAFF COMMENDED

Ms. Baldwin expressed appreciation to Planning Director Silver and Inspections staff and others for taking their Saturday morning to attend the Mordecai meeting.  She expressed appreciation to all.  

ROBERTS PARK – LIGHTS – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Mr. West pointed out at a recent South Central CAC meeting there was concern expressed about safety and the need for lighting throughout the night at Roberts Park.  He stated a suggested has been made to leave the tennis court lights on all night long.  The suggestion was referred to Administration.
WATSON FLEA MARKET – TRAFFIC PROBLEMS – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Mr. West pointed out he was recently contacted by Joe Sansom relative to problems with the Watson Flea Market traffic on a recent weekend.  He understands the traffic was blocking two travel lanes on Rock Quarry Road.  It was difficult to make the Rock Quarry merge.  He stated this occurred between 12 and 2 on Sunday.  Administration was asked to look into the situation.

EXPLOSION – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. West talked about the recent explosion at the recycling/scrap yard center.  He expressed appreciation to everyone for the very good response.  He talked about the press conference, the door hangers, etc.  He stated this was a very rare experience and he thinks it is very important to have some continued coordination and reporting back to the community and the City Council.  He stated there were a number of agencies involved and we need to make sure there is follow up to address the accountability, creditability and trust in the community.

BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING – CHANGED
Mayor Meeker stated the Budget and Economic Development Committee scheduled for Tuesday, February 26 has been canceled and rescheduled for Monday, March 3 at 10:00 a.m. in Room 305 of the Municipal Building.

ARTS FOUNDATION – REFERRED TO CITY OF RALEIGH ARTS COMMISSION

Mayor Meeker suggested that the idea of having an Arts Foundation be referred to the City of Raleigh Arts Commission for their study and recommendation.  The item was so referred.

LIGHTING PLAN – CITY WIDE – REFERRED TO BUDGET SESSION

Mayor Meeker suggested that his idea of developing a comprehensive lighting plan for the City of Raleigh be referred to budget session.  Without objection the item was so referred.

WATER CONSERVATION TASK FORCE – MEETING ANNOUNCED

Ms. McFarlane indicated the first meeting of the Water Conservation Task Force will be on Wednesday, February 20th at 3:00 p.m.  The item was received.
PERSONNEL – PARKS AND RECREATION – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mr. Koopman pointed out he was recently at the Falls of Neuse CAC and they expressed appreciation for the work of the Parks and Recreation Department relating to the Eastgate Park lighting.  He commended all involved.  The comments were received.

PERSONNEL – POLICE DEPARTMENT – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Koopman asked for an update of Chief Dolan’s work or investigation on Police retention in his department.  He questioned when the Council would receive a report.  Mayor Meeker stated the item is pending in Budget & Economic Development Committee and a report will be made soon.

ZONING INSPECTORS – TO BE DISCUSSED IN BUDGET WORK SESSION

Mr. Crowder indicated when the Council starts discussion on the budget he would like for the Council to consider adding more zoning inspectors.  He stated a lot of the zoning inspectors in the South West district are being assigned to addressing newspaper stands, hot dog vendors, etc.  He stated he would like to have the BID take care of those issues so the staff would not continually being taken from at-risk communities.  He stated he would like for the possibility of additional zoning inspectors to be discussed in budget discussions.  The comments were received.
COUNCIL MEMBERS – REQUEST FOR EXCUSAL – RECEIVED

Ms. Baldwin pointed out she will be out of town all of next week and would like to be excused from the Comprehensive Planning and Public Works Committee.  Mr. Isley stated he may be in a deposition on March 4 and possibly could not attend that Council meeting.  Mayor Meeker stated Ms. Baldwin and Mr. Isley would be excused if so needed.
RECESS – HELD

Mayor Meeker suggested at 2:50 p.m. that the Council meeting recess and discuss the water conservation issues and then continue the meeting.  Without objection it was agreed to follow that course of action.  The Council recessed at 2:50 p.m.
WATER CONSERVATION – VARIOUS ISSUES – INFORMATION RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker called the meeting back to order and welcomed Congressman Brad Miller and representatives from the offices of Bobby Eldridge and David Price.  Mayor Meeker gave a brief overview of where we are in the drought situation pointing out the City has gone to Stage 2 without too much problem.  The lake level is up 4 to 6 inches due to recent rains, the Corp of Engineers announced that they will probably cut back their release from Falls Lake.  The City Manager will later discuss the Holly Springs situation.  The Lake level is lower than usual.  

Ryan Boyles, North Carolina Climatology Office, Public Service Center at NCSU, presented slides depicting the drought status.  He spoke about how we got to this situation pointing out 2007 is the driest year in North Carolina since modern record keeping was started.  He talked about the typical records, the shifting of the Bermuda high pressure, the affects of La Nina (cooler ocean temperatures and El Nino, the warmer ocean temperatures.  He stated there is a high likelihood that we will have lower than usual rainfall in the near future.  He gave a summary illustrating how weather is predicted, jet stream travels and the impact of that on rain fall, model forecasting over the next 6 to 10 days which calls for good rainfall, guidance they use to try to forecast, their lack of skills in making summer forecasts, talked about a projected active tropical storm season but not necessarily for North Carolina and again talked about models utilized in making predictions and the lack of skill in making those predictions.  He talked about the three month window in forecasting, the need for 22 to 30 inches of rain over the next six months for water supply recovery, and what is happening nationwide.

Dialogue followed between the Council and Mr. Boyles relative to forecasting, reports from other parts of the country, the fact that it is difficult to look at historical data because there are no significant trends or anything meaningful in the data.  Mr. Boyles talked about past droughts, pointing out droughts are not new to North Carolina.  Mr. Koopman asked about population growth with Mr. Boyles talking about the fact that it depends on the water supply.  He talked about urbanization and growth, pointing out some time increased runoff may actually improve a situation.  He talked about urbanization and the fact that we still get as hot as we use to get but we do not get as cold.  He talked about global models and how they are not particularly useful in our area, the ozone pollutions and other impacts were touched on.

Terry Brown, US Army Corp of Engineers, made a slide presentation detailing the history of the Falls Lake project.  He explained the original plan was for 6 reservoirs with a mix of hydropower and flood control:  Falls, Milburnie, Wilson Mills, Smithfield, Baker’s Mill and Wiggins Mill.  He stated later the plan was for 13 reservoirs including Falls Dam and ground breaking occurred in June 1978.  Falls Lake was put into full operation in January of 1983 and to date has helped prevent some $585 million dollars in flood damages.  He presented charts showing Falls Lake levels in previous droughts and cross sections showing the operating levels in Falls Lake including elevation at the top of the dam which is 291.5 feet, the spillway crest, control flood storage, conservation storage which includes water supply and water quality storage and sedimentation storage. 
He talked about the normal operating levels of water supply/water quality storage, storage accounting which is used to tract the percent remaining, raw water supply, being removed from Falls Lake upstream of Falls Dam, 42.3 % of the net inflow is credited to water supply storage account each day, talked about the net inflow and the treated waste water that’s returned to the Neuse River downstream of Falls Dam.  He presented information on the normal downstream water quality flow targets and explained how the river and lake is operated.  He pointed out there are a number of stakeholders which focus on the Neuse River and help define the operating parameters for water quality conditions downstream of Falls Lake including the U.S. Fish and Wildlife, North Carolina Division of Water Quality and Division of Water Resources, North Carolina Wildlife Resources and Counties of Wake, Johnson, Wayne, Lenoir, Cities of Durham, Raleigh, Smithfield and Goldsboro, industries such as Wyerhaeuser and Progress Energy and the upper Neuse River Keeper.  He gave information on the water management actions and planned meetings and conference calls that are utilized to help manage the river.  He gave information on the levels of Lake Mickie and Little River and pointed out the reservoirs upstream of Falls Lake which control about 1/3 of the drainage area are in serious condition also.  He talked about recent and current reservoir statistics showing average inflow, percent of normal, rank in recent years, etc.  He touched on inflows to Falls Lake and Falls Dam and talked about what they are doing to try to conserve water.  He went over various courses of action that could be followed relating to maintaining normal flow targets, drop in flow targets at the various locations.
Mayor Meeker asked about dropping to 27 cfs with Mr. Brown pointing out he would have to go back to the stakeholders, and explained how the request of that nature would be handled.  Mr. Koopman asked about the Governor’s involvement with it being pointed out he seems to be very active in this situation with Mr. Brown pointing out he has kept apprised of the situation.  Mayor Meeker against asked about decreasing the discharge and the situation we were in was talked about at length.  The Mayor questioned what the City of Raleigh can do to assist and other dialogue took place as to what we need to get our intake levels to as it relates to withdrawals, recent News and Observer articles relative to running out of water, and the possibility of getting a couple of scenarios to show basic consumption levels, evaporation levels, etc. to determine the target for discharge.  The fact that proposals have to go through the stakeholder process and how that process works with recommendations bubbling up to the District Engineer in Wilmington and then the General in Atlanta for concurrence or nonconcurrence.  Whether there is a process or a shorter version or a quicker action on change was talked about and the fact that the General in Atlanta is dealing with North Carolina, Alabama, Georgia and Florida, the time frame for him responding, the process to get the stakeholders group to look at recent calculations and draw downs and possible ways of shortening the process was talked about.  What the Corp of Engineers can do as it relates to managing the river flow and the discharge and how that has to be balanced was discussed at length.  Mayor Meeker again questioned if we could look at 27 cfs per day, get in touch with the stakeholders and the General by March, who the City could talk to, about speeding up, the time for decision making.  Whether the process could be shortened was talked about at length.  Mr. Crowder asked about the feasibility of raising the lake similar to what Siler City recently done, the cost, feasibility, what studies have to be done and the process for changing the lake levels was talked about at length.  Also discussed was the drought management plan, holding back of water and the impact of the water downstream on places such as Goldsboro, Clayton, various courses of action that are being considered.  Different scenarios that would be helpful and the timing for the request for the Falls Lake release down to 27 cfs was talked about.  It was agreed to request some different water supply withdraw scenarios and the impact, different target rates which will help provide clarity and other things the City could do.  The possibility of hold back on a daily basis and micromanaging the lake was touched on.  The Council asked for spread sheets on different scenarios for different assumptions and what target rate we would need to be at.  The Mayor pointed out the City is looking at the possibility of acquiring some package plants for a temporary solution.  It was agreed the Corp would circulate the proposal on the 27 cfs and Mr. Brown would get back in touch with the stakeholders and get in touch with the General and the City would continue working with the Congressional delegation and the District Engineer in Wilmington.  Mr. Koopman again asked about the possibility of short circuiting the process by getting everyone in the room rather than taking 3 or 4 weeks to get an answer.  What steps we need to take to look at raising Falls Lake level and the cost involved, the fact that it has to be initiated by a local sponsor, the complexity and time involved was discussed.  Mr. Koopman pointed out the Council needs to know what questions to ask whom.  It would be helpful if someone could guide the Council through the process.  The possibility of getting someone from the Corp of Engineers to talk to the Council as a group was touched on.  Working with State officials including the Governor, Secretary Beaty and the possibility of the Mayor and the Manager meeting with Secretary Beaty was talked about.
City Manager Allen highlighted the memorandum on the status of Fall Lake pointing out the Lake levels raised approximately 6 inches and the current rolling 30 day pumpage demand average from our customers is 40.3 mgd which is a decrease of 0.3 mgd from the last report.  Water supply pool storage in Falls Lake is approximately 32.6 percent for a total of 4.8 billion gallons which extends our water supply with the current daily pumping average 119 days or until June 17, 2008.  He pointed out the Council approved Stage 2 effective February 15, 2008 and the water pumpage average under the first 4 days is 39.3 mgd which is a 2.5% reduction when compared to the pumping average of approximately 40.3 mgd under amended Stage 1.  He pointed out he and Public Utilities Director Crisp had met with Holly Springs and they have cut off our system and will stay off until further notice.  He pointed out he did review the work items at the Dempsey Benton Plant and pointed out the cost of speeding up construction by 10 months would cost over $9 million and there is no guarantee that it could be completed by that time; therefore, he does not recommend any expedited process as there is no way to hold the contractor accountable to meet the new goal.  He pointed out the City is exploring small package plants and checking out the practicality of that use.  He talked about our large customer use which includes hotels and restaurants pointing out we have had a series of workshops asking them for ideas of things that they can do and we can do and they are helping develop models to promote and provide educational materials.  He pointed out Council members received a list of ideas for a possible Stage 3 pointing out it is not absolutely comprehensive but it is some possibilities and staff would like to vet these with other towns and the citizens.  City Manager Allen talked about the pricing mechanism of a surcharge and pointed out he feels that possibility should be on the list in Stage 3.  He would also suggest that the Council think about going to a $2,000 penalty.  Mayor Meeker questioned if there is anyway we can estimate the amount of water that low flow devices would save.  
Mr. Crowder presented a list of items he feels should be considered for Phase 3.  It was agreed to put Administration’s and Mr. Crowder’s list for a proposed Stage 3 inclusions out to the public and come up with a proposal as to what would trigger Stage 3.  Increasing the fines to insure compliance was talked about with it pointing out a second offense is a water turn off.  Violation of the ordinance and companies willingness to pay the fine to stay in business was also touched on.  Mr. Stephenson asked about surcharges on new connections but pointed out the staff has indicated it might not help in terms of conservation.  He need to get into a tiered system and the possibility of surcharge on top users until we can get a tired system was talked about.  The possibility of limiting new connections per month was asked about with Administration being asked to provide information and number of new connections.
It was agreed that water would be the first item of discussion at the next meeting.

APPOINTMENTS

APPOINTMENTS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

The City Clerk reported the following results of the ballot vote:
Appearance Commission – One Vacancy – Laurent de Comarmond – 6 (McFarlane, Stephenson, Koopman, Crowder, Baldwin, Meeker); Grayson Russell – 2 (Isley, West).
Environmental Advisory Board – One Vacancy – Tommy Craven has been nominated.  Mr. Crowder, Koopman, Stephenson and McFarlane nominated Donna Stankus.  The item will be carried over until the next meeting. 
Fair Housing Hearing Board – One Vacancy – No nominees

Substance Abuse Advisory Commission – One Vacancy – No nominees

Telecommunications Commission – One Vacancy – No nominees

Housing Appeals Board – One Vacancy – No nominees

All of those items will be carried over until the next meeting.

NOMINATIONS

APPEARANCE COMMISSION – JEFFREY SNELL REAPPOINTED

The term of Jeffrey Snell is expiring.  He is eligible for reappointment based on length of service.  Mayor Meeker moved Mr. Snell be reappointed by acclamation.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  

ARTS COMMISSION – NOMINATIONS MADE

The terms of the following members are expiring:  Martin K. Green, Jr.; Genevieve M. Farmer; Elizabeth Purrington; Lee Tripi; Jessie Cannon and Brian Shawcroft.  Mr. Green, Ms. Farmer, and Ms. Purrington are not eligible for reappointment as they have served since 2002.  Mr. Tripi, Ms. Cannon and Mr. Shawcroft are eligible for reappointment based on length of service and have good attendance records.  Ms. Cannon and Mr. Shawcroft have indicated their interest in being considered for reappointment.

Mayor Meeker nominated Ms. Cannon and Mr. Shawcroft.  Mr. West nominated Patricia Perry, Mr. Isley indicated he had been asked to nominate Jim Baldwin.  Ms. McFarlane nominated Bob Rankin.  The item will be carried over to the next meeting.

FAIR HOUSING HEARING BOARD – VACANCIES ANNOUNCED
The terms of Octavia Rainey, Edna Davis and Barbara Best are expiring on Fair Housing Hearing Board.  None are eligible for reappointment as they have served since February 2002.  The item will be carried over to the next meeting.

HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION – ABENI EL-AMIN – REAPPOINTED
The term of Abeni El-Amin is expiring.  She is eligible for reappointment based on length of service, has an excellent attendance record and would like to be considered for appointment.  Mayor Meeker nominated Ms. El-Amin.  Later in the meeting, Mr. Stephenson moved that the rules be suspended and Ms. El-Amin be reappointed by acclamation.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD – NOMINATIONS MADE
The terms of Gail Till and Gerald Wright are expiring.  Both are eligible for reappointment based on length of service and have good attendance records.  Mr. Wright has indicated his interest in being considered for reappointment.

Mr. West nominated Mr. Wright, Mayor Meeker nominated Ms. Till.  The item will be carried over to the next meeting.

RALEIGH TRANSIT AUTHORITY – NOMINATIONS MADE
The term of Anthony M. Andruzzi is expiring.  He is eligible for reappointment based on length of service and would like to be considered for reappointment.  A letter of resignation has been received from Tracy Duffy.

Mayor Meeker nominated Mr. Andruzzi.  Mr. Stephenson and Mr. Crowder nominated Les Seitz.  The item will be carried over to the next meeting.

TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION – SONNY MOUNTCASTLE – REAPPOINTED
The term of Sonny Mountcastle is expiring.  He is eligible for reappointment based on length of service, has a good attendance record and would like to be considered for reappointment.  Mayor Meeker moved that the rules be suspended and Mr. Mountcastle be reappointed by acclamation.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK

MINUTES – FEBRUARY 5, 2008 – APPROVED

Council Members received in their agenda packet minutes of the February 5, 2008 Council meeting.  Mayor Meeker moved approval as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0.

CLOSED SESSION – HELD

Mayor Meeker stated a motion is in order to enter closed session pursuant to NCGS 143-318(a)(3) and (5) to consult with the City Attorney and give direction to him regarding the following matters:  an update on several pending legal matters and pursuant to NCGS143-318.11(a)(2) to prevent the premature disclosure of an honor or an award.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the motion as read.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  The Council went into closed session at 4:20 p.m.

The Council reconvened an opened session at 4:45 p.m. with the Mayor pointing out the Council consulted with the City Attorney on several issues and provided advice.  Mayor Meeker announced the meeting adjourned at 4:46 p.m.
Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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