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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 6, 2008, in the City Council Chamber of the Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.




Mayor Charles C. Meeker




Mayor Pro Tem James P. West




Councilor Mary-Ann Baldwin




Councilor Thomas G. Crowder




Councilor Philip R. Isley




Councilor Nancy McFarlane




Councilor Russ Stephenson

Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Pastor Lloyd M. Johnson, Gethsemane Seventh Day Adventist Church.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Council Member Philip R. Isley.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS

CERTIFICATES OF APPOINTMENT – PRESENTATIONS MADE

Mayor Meeker explained the Certificate of Appointment presentation and presented certificates to Carlotta B. Drew who was recently appointed to the Fair Housing Hearing Board and Jason Hibbets who was recently appointed to the Housing Appeals Board.

PROCLAMATION – CHILDREN MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS DAY - PROCLAIMED
Mayor Meeker read proclamation proclaiming May 8, 2008 as Children’s Mental Health Awareness Day in the City of Raleigh.  The Proclamation was accepted by Nick Tise.  In accepting the Proclamation, Mr. Tise gave out packets of materials concerning Children’s Mental Health Awareness Day explaining it is a nation wide event.  The need is greater than North Carolina as one of every 3 children in North Carolina will need mental health services which is higher than the national average.  He expressed appreciation to the City for the proclamation.
PROCLAMATION – MUNICIPAL CLERK’S WEEK – PROCLAIMED

Mayor Meeker read a proclamation proclaiming May 4 through May 10 as Municipal clerks week in the City of the Raleigh.  The proclamation was accepted and the Mayor recognized City Clerk, Gail G. Smith, Deputy City Clerk Leslie Eldridge, Assistant Deputy Clerks Daisy Overby and Ralph Puccini and Administrative Support Specialist Valarie Lykes and presented the proclamation to Ms. Overby and Ms. Lykes.

NATIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK – PROCLAIMED
Mayor Meeker read a proclamation proclaiming May 18 through 24 as National Public Works Week in the City of Raleigh.  Public Works Director Carl Dawson and members of the Public Works Management Team accepted the proclamation.  In accepting the proclamation, Public Works Director Dawson stated he would like to take this opportunity to brag on the work of his department.  He pointed out the Public Works Department consist of 390 employees in 20 different divisions.  He pointed out the Capital Area Transit ridership in 2007 was 3% higher than in 2006 and since January of 2008 the ridership has been 10% higher than the same period last year.  He pointed out they manage the parking program and there is an ongoing parking study.  He talked about occupancy of the parking decks and pointed out we have a multi-space meter pilot project ongoing.  There are two new parking decks coming online the traffic signal update is in progress explaining that division manages 508 traffic signals.  He pointed out Vehicle Fleet Service takes care of 4,400 pieces of equipment.  The Public Works Department has built over 11 miles of streets and sidewalks in the past year.  The CIP includes $102 million of improvements for transportation and $6.3 million for stormwater projects.  They will be selling stormwater bonds later this year.  Public Works Director Dawson pointed out the convention center is on schedule to open later this year and that is a $222 million project.  We have under design the Clarence E. Lightner Public Safety facility which is a $225 million project and they are beginning the planning for the remote operation facility which is anticipated to be in the range of $276 million.  He pointed out the street maintenance division has resurfaced 39.7 miles of street and maintained 1,080 miles.  They have inspected 103 miles of public infrastructure.  He pointed out the number of development plans approved the previous year was 850 and last year 843.  He invited the Council members to the Public Works Department breakfast on Monday, May 19, pointing out between 7 and 9 a.m. they will feel 400 people issue all shirts and have everybody back to work within that 2 hour period.
Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to the Public Works Department for all of their hard work.  

PARKS AND RECREATION – VOLUNTEERS – RECOGNIZED

Park Superintendant Wayne Schindler presented Council members with seed packets pointing out he hopes everyone will go home and sew a garden pointing out this is symbolic of the sewing seeds of voluntism.  He talked about the number of volunteers in the Parks Department including individual, families, students, businesses and other organization.  They give up their time and talent and pointed out last year over 6,000 volunteers were involved in the Parks Department at a value of over $2 million dollars.  He pointed out volunteers were involved in landscaping, planting, furniture installation, trail maintenance, etc.  He stated one group, the BB&T Online Channel department has been consistent in their volunteer.  They have worked at the Green Road Park, Spring Forest Road Park, Jaycee Park, Mayview Park and most recently Buffalo Road Park.  He presented Guy Garrett and other representatives of BB&T Online Channel with Certificates of Appreciation in recognition of their outstanding volunteer services.

ARTSPLOSURE – INFORMATION RECEIVED
Lee Norris, Cherokee Brick pointed out this is the 29th Artsplosure.  He talked about the history of Artsplosure pointing out it is one of the great art festivals in the nation.  He stated during Artsplosure they expect some 75,000 people to come down town and participate in the family friendly event.
Terri Dollar, talked about what is expected at Artsplosure pointing out it is great to live in a city that is so supportive of the arts.  She talked about the headliners and pointed out this year there will be a North Carolina Stage which features many of the great North Carolina rock bands.  She talked about the various kinds of music that will be offered, explained there will be 170 plus visual artist, talked about kids rock, involvement of Marbles Museum, etc.  
Michael Lowder, presented this year’s art poster and expressed appreciation to the Mayor and City Council for its continued support of Artsplosure.  He pointed out they have some 24 sponsors and recognized the major sponsors which includes the News & Observer, Progress Energy, WRAL, Mix 101.5, Time Warner, Target, WakeMed and Pepsi Company.  He invited all to participate.

WATER FEST – ANNOUNCED

City Manager Allen pointed out Water Fest started earlier today and will run Wednesday and Thursday.  He explained Water Fest which is being held at E.M. Johnson Water Treatment Plant and talked about what an exciting activity it is and how all of the educational exhibits are enjoyed by the many kids who get soaking wet.  He invited all to attend.

PERSONNEL – PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION COURSE GRADUATES – RECOGNIZED

City Manager Allen pointed out the City sponsors two or three of our management team employees to attend the public administration course at the Institute of Government in Chapel Hill.  He stated this is a great effort in their own time in attending the classes, homework, etc., in addition to doing their regular work.  He recognized Angel Wright Feldman, Kriston Rosselli and Kirston Larson and commended them all for a job well done.  

CONVENTION CENTER AND UNDERGROUND PARKING DECK – RECORD RECOGNIZED

Wayne Baker was at the meeting to recognize the construction team and the success of the construction team which has been working on the Convention Center and the underground parking deck.  He pointed out in 2003 when the City begin thinking about moving along with the convention center the Finance Department approached them relative to an owner control insurance program.  He pointed out at that time there were questions as to whether it was worth the potential savings, what would work and if it should be pursued.  He indicated Finance Director Perry James brought the idea forward and we involved Kate George who had experience with Wake County Schools with this type program.  He talked about Amendment #7 for the final GMP which included the deductions which paid for the liability, workman’s comp and insurance program of the subcontractors.  He explained how the program works.  He talked about how the project had achieved enough savings to pay for the coverage.  He talked about the 2 ½ million man hours without a lost time injury pointing out there have been only two lost time injuries thus far.  He talked about the partnership with OSHA and the success of that.
Jenks Fowles, Holder Construction, talked about their work on the parking deck.  He pointed out safety is something his company takes very seriously pointing out he feels if he loses money, his company would be upset but if he disregard safety he would lose his job.  He recognized those involved, talked about the difficulties in building an underground parking deck particular with the hotel on top of it.  He pointed out they had gone some 400,000 man hours with one lost time accident.  There had been no lost time accidents on the hotel.  He talked about incentives that they provided to the employees to push for safety including the various events, quarterly barbecues, etc.  
Andy Cole of the design team talked about the project specific liability, and resolution which involves a resolution deployment team and explained how that works.  It was pointed out when there are so many designers involved in a project there is always issues and disputes and the project specific liability and the resolution deployment team and how that works was explained.

Dave Weists talked about the fact that the entire work force at the Convention Center construction site have gone through the safety program.  This involves about 3,200 people.  He talked about the safety record and the accomplishments that have been achieved which he calls a phenomenal for a project of this size and complexity.  He stated there were 1,700,000 man hours logged before there was a lost time accident which was questionable.  Since that time there has been 1,045,000 man hours logged without a lost time accident.  He talked about safety being foremost, the fact that all the employees work in a form and fashion and follow safety plans that gets the work done on time and safely.  He talked about the partnership agreement with North Carolina OSHA and the fact that partnership is being used as a model by others throughout the country.  He explained they provide support and training.  He introduced several of their management teams.  He talked about their work which is to make sure that the safety plans are followed, work with each employee at orientation, offer OSHA training, first-aide and CPR training.  He pointed out there are some 400 people per day on the construction site.  He introduced the safety committee and explained their work.  He pointed out their safety record is superior and it sets a model for others.  He talked about their safety badge and motto which includes a little girl looking out the window with the words, “expect you to come home safely” and so do we.  He expressed appreciation to all for their support pointing out they are looking forward to a safe and prosper conclusion to the project.  
Construction Superintendent Baker welcomed all to attend the safety lunch on Thursday.  Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation for everyone’s hard work pointing out good management includes hard work and team work.

CITY COUNCIL MEMBER KOOPMAN – ABSENT AND EXCUSED
Mayor Meeker pointed out Council Member Koopman is sick and would not be at the meeting and would be excused from today’s meeting.  The comments were received.
MAYOR PRO TEM MEMBER WEST – CONDOLENCES OFFERED

Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to Mayor Pro Tem West for including the City in his father’s funeral services over the weekend.  He offered condolences to Mr. West and his family pointing out the City of Raleigh was represented well and it was very obvious to all who attended the services that Mr. West’s family is as highly respected in that area as Mr. West is in this area.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS – RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker talked about the Firefighter Memorial Service held last Saturday pointing out it was a very touching ceremony.  Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to all who participated in the City Council retreat on Friday pointing out he thought it went well, we have a lot of opportunities for the African American Cultural Center, neighborhood empowerment and challenges in the transportation arena.  The comments were received.

CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Meeker presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion.  If a Councilor requests discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  He explained the vote on the Consent Agenda would be a roll call vote.  Mayor Meeker stated he had received the following requests to withdraw items from the Consent Agenda:  Rezoning – Public Hearing Schedule (Crowder); Solid Waste Services Conversion to single stream Recycling Collection (Crowder/Stephenson); Heery International Amendment #10 (Meeker); Walnut Creek Wetland Center (Baldwin).  Without objection those items were withdrawn from the Consent Agenda.  Mr. Crowder moved administration’s recommendations on the remaining items on the Consent Agenda be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Koopman absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  The items on the Consent Agenda were as follows.
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – FY 2008-09 ANNUAL ACTION PLAN – APPROVED FOR SUBMITTAL
The FY 2008-09 Community Development Action Plan describes the City’s plans for the expenditure of $12,038,852 in funds from the following sources:  the Federal Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), HOME Investment Partnership, and the City’s Affordable Housing Bond.  The funds will primarily address the housing needs of lower-income residents and the housing and community development needs of southeast Raleigh.  Public meetings were held from November to April to gather input on the City’s housing and community development needs and the proposed strategies to address them.  The 2008-09 Annual Action Plan was included in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve submission of the 2008-09 Action Plan to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development and authorize the City Manager to sign the transmittal letter and certifications.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 7 ayes (Koopman absent and excused).

COMBINED ENTERPRISE SYSTEM REVENUE BONDS – VARIOUS ACTIONS APPROVED

In January, 2006, the City entered into a $90 million forward starting interest rate swap with Citibank, N. A. and a $60 million forward starting interest rate swap with Wachovia Bank, N. A. to protect the City from rising interest rates with respect to the planned $150,000,000 Series 2008 Combined Enterprise System Revenue Bonds.  To proceed now with the proposed June 2008 issuance of the Revenue Bonds, it is necessary for Council to pass a resolution at its May 6, 2008, meeting making certain findings and determinations; authorizing the filing of an application with the Local Government Commission and requesting the Local Government Commission to sell bonds at a private sale in connection with the issuance of revenue bonds by the City.

Suggested proceedings prepared by bond counsel for the above actions were in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Adopt the resolution and authorize the related actions.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 7 ayes (Koopman absent and excused).  See Resolution 531.

ENTERPRISE RESOURCE PLANNING INSTALLMENTS FINANCING AGREEMENT – PROPOSED $30,000,000 – VARIOUS ACTIONS APPROVED
To proceed with the proposed financing of not to exceed $30,000,000 with RBC Bank for the City’s new Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) System, it is necessary for Council to pass a resolution at its May 6, 2008, meeting  making certain findings and determinations; authorizing the filing of an application to the Local Government Commission requesting the Local Government Commission to approve the financing arrangement and installment agreement; and authorizing the execution and delivery of an installment financing agreement and related documents in connection with the financing of the ERP System.
Suggested proceedings have been prepared by bond counsel for the above actions.

Recommendation:  Adopt the resolution and authorize the related actions.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 7 ayes (Koopman absent and excused).  See Resolution 532.

STREET CLOSINGS – VARIOUS LOCATIONS AND DATES – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

The agenda presented the following request for temporary street closings.

3600 Block of Rolston Drive

Beth Lane, representing the Women’s Club of Raleigh, requests a street closure on Friday, May 9, 2008, from 4:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. for a preview party for a fundraiser

1300-1500 Blocks of Oakwood Avenue
Chief Dan Holder, representing St. Augustine College, requests a street closure on Saturday, May 10, 2008, from 10:15 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. for graduation ceremonies

Various streets in the vicinity of East Martin Street

Terri Dollar, representing Artsplosure, requests a street closure on Saturday, May 17, 2008, from 5:00 a.m. until Sunday, May 18, 2008, at 11:00 p.m. for the annual spring Artsplosure event.

She requests to encumber parking spaces in the 200 block of South Person Street.

She requests that all City controlled parking decks in the area remain open on May 17, 2008, from 8:00 a.m. until 10:00 p.m. and on May 18, 2008, from 10:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m.

She also requests a waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and a waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.
300 Block of Kennedy Street

Reanise Downer, representing Raleigh Apostolic Faith Temple, requests a street closure on Saturday, May 24, 2008, from 11:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. for a church family day

900 Block of South Bloodworth Street

Cynthia Squires, representing the Fulfilled Promise Tabernacle Church, requests a street closure on Saturday, May 31, 2008, from 8:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. for a community health fair

200 Block of West Hargett Street

Alan Inman, representing the Blue Knights, requests a street closure on Sunday, June 1, 2008, from 12:00 p.m. until 3:00 p.m. to facilitate ceremonies commemorating Fallen Law Officer Enforcement Day.
Recommendation:  Approval of the street closings subject to conditions on the reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 7 ayes (Koopman absent and excused).  

HILLSBOROUGH STREET BUSINESS IMPROVEMENTS DISTRICT – PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZED FOR JULY 1, 2008
The Department of City Planning, working in concert with a steering committee comprised of neighborhood residents, organizational and institutional leaders, and commercial business representatives, is exploring a revitalization tool designed to reinvigorate the Hillsborough Street area between St. Mary’s school and Meredith College.  The City of Raleigh hired Downtown Professionals Network to help facilitate and manage the Hillsborough Street Business Improvement District (BID) Formation Study.  A BID was suggested for the area because it could potentially provide the resources needed to improve the perceptions of cleanliness and safety, conduct on-going public realm maintenance, and enhance economic development efforts for the area.  Per North Carolina statutory requirements, all property owners within the prospective BID boundaries have been notified of the study and will receive additional correspondence relevant to the formation process.

Recommendation:  Adopt a motion for a public hearing on the evening of Tuesday, July 1, 2008, for the establishment of a new municipal service district.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 7 ayes (Koopman absent and excused).

STREET PAVING PETITION – EVERETTE AVENUE – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

The semi-annual review of street paving petitions received has been conducted.  The petition listed below, having been signed by a majority of property owners, has met sufficiency requirements based on participation from at least 50% of the property owners who represent at least 50% of the abutting frontage and is ready for Council consideration:

Everette Avenue from existing improvements to Dixie Trail
Improvements to include construction of a 27’ back-to-back (curb/gutter) street on a 30’ right-of-way for an approximate distance of 214 LF
Assessment Rate:  $32/LF
Estimated Cost of Construction:  $69,336
Annual paving funds are available for this project.
Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution-of-intent to schedule a public hearing for Tuesday, June 3, 2008, for approval of the petition and assessment rate as indicated.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 7 ayes (Koopman absent and excused).  See Resolution 533.

SANITARY SEWER EASEMENT EXCHANGE – 5370 GLENWOOD AVENUE – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

A request has been received from Tom Lamberth, Vice President Development of UDR, property owner, to exchange an existing 20-foot City of Raleigh sanitary sewer easement for a proposed 40-foot City of Raleigh sanitary sewer easement at Carolina Corporate Center, located at 5370 Glenwood Avenue in Raleigh.  The easement exchange is for better lot development and a requirement of SP-13-07 as approved by the City of Raleigh Planning Commission.  The construction plans for the sanitary sewer main have been conceptually approved by the City of Raleigh Public Utilities Department.  The property owner is responsible for all costs of the easement exchange.

Recommendation:  Approve the easement exchange and authorize the City Clerk to advertise.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 7 ayes (Koopman absent and excused).  See Resolution 534.

EASEMENT EXCHANGE – HOUSE CREEK SANITARY SEWER OUTFALL/NCSU – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

This project requires the replacement of an existing sewer main that crosses land owned by North Carolina State University (NCSU) and relocation of the sewer line located on their property.  NCSU is willing to convey new sanitary sewer easement and temporary construction easement area to the City for installation of the new sewer main in exchange for an existing easement area located on their property that will no longer be needed following the installation of the new sewer line.  This exchange will involve approximately 94,206 square feet of new permanent sewer easement and 51,224 square feet of new temporary construction easement area in exchange for approximately 35,789 square feet of existing easement area being deeded back to the owner after the new sewer line is installed and functional.

Recommendation:  Approve the easement exchange and authorize the City Clerk to advertise.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 7 ayes (Koopman absent and excused).  See Resolution 535.
FRANCHISE TAX REVENUES – REVIEW – ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZED TO ENTER INTO CONTRACT

The Internal Audit Office has solicited for services to review the accuracy of the record keeping of electric and gas utilities that collect franchise taxes on the City’s behalf.  In this audit, records will be reviewed for the past three years, and the consultant will be paid on a contingency fee basis.  This contingency basis of compensation is typical for auditing state tax records, such as the City has done previously on sales tax revenues.  Robert Segal, CPA PA, has been selected to perform these services, and will receive 15% of any net additional revenues identified.  Fees will be capped at $300,000 for revenues identified in Progress Energy records, and $250,000 for PSNC.  If no additional revenues are found, no fee will be owed the consultant.

Recommendation:  Authorize Administration to enter into a contract with Robert Segal, CPA PA with the terms stated.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 7 ayes (Koopman absent and excused).

SENIOR CENTER – PROFESSIONAL DESIGN SERVICES – ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZE TO NEGOTIATE CONTRACT

The City received Requests for Qualifications (RFQ) from ten firms to provide professional planning and design services for the New Senior Centers.  After a thorough review of the Request for Qualifications, Administration evaluations and interviews with three firms, the following three firms are ranked in priority order:

HH Architecture, PA

LS3P Associates

Clark-Nexsen Engineering and Architecture

Recommendation:  Authorize Administration to negotiate a consulting services contract for Senior Center locations at Whitaker Mill and satellite location at Millbrook Exchange Pak with HH Architecture, PA.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 7 ayes (Koopman absent and excused).  

BERTIE CREEK WATERSHED LAKE/WETLAND/STREAM RESTORATION DESIGNS – ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE AND EXECUTE CONTRACT

Council previously authorized development of conceptual and preliminary designs for proposed stormwater projects in the Bertie Creek watershed.  Camp Dresser & McKee, Inc., an engineering consulting firm, has completed the preliminary designs for these improvements at Upper Longview Lake and the upstream tributaries.

In order to move these projects forward to construction, Administration recommends retaining Camp Dresser & McKee, Inc. to prepare construction plans and specifications for the final designs of these projects.  Funding for the final design of these projects is available in the current Stormwater Utility Capital Improvement Program ($250,000) and grant funds from the Clean Water Management Trust Fund ($323,000).  Funding for the design of these projects is in account 470-9143-79201-975.

Recommendation:  Authorize Administration to negotiate a contract with Camp Dresser & McKee, Inc. to complete final designs for the projects at Upper Longview Lake and the upstream tributaries and authorize the City Manager to execute the design contract.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 7 ayes (Koopman absent and excused).  

WAKE FOREST WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENT PROJECT – AMENDMENT #1/DEWBERRY & DAVIS – APPROVED – FUNDS TRANSFERRED
The City currently has an agreement with Dewberry & Davis, Inc., for the Wake Forest Water System Improvements Project.  Contract Amendment #1, in the amount of $55,880 is for additional design services required to address water quality and pressure issues in the Wake Forest area water system.

Recommendation:  Approve Amendment #1 and the budgetary transfer.

Transferred From:

348-9404-79001-943

WF Water Plant Upgrades

$55,880.00

Transferred To:

348-9402-79201-943
WF Water Main Extensions


$55,880.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 7 ayes (Koopman absent and excused).  See Ordinance 389 TF 90.

ON CALL CONSULTING SERVICES FOR PERMITTING PROJECT – AMENDMENT #1 – DEWBERRY & DAVIS – APPROVED – TRANSFER AUTHORIZED
The City currently has an agreement with Dewberry & Davis, Inc., for the On Call Consulting Services for Permitting Project.  Contract Amendment #1, in the amount of $150,000 is for additional on call services associated with emergency sanitary sewer repairs that require permitting from DWQ.
Recommendation:  Approve Amendment #1 and the budgetary transfer.

Transferred From:

310-5290-72002-622

Reserve-Contingency


$150,000.00

Transferred To:

310-5260-70890-613

Contractual Services-Other

$150,000.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 7 ayes (Koopman absent and excused).  See Ordinance 389 TF 90.
NEUSE RIVER WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT ADVANCED PROCESS IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT – AMENDMENT #8/HAZEN & SAWYER – APPROVED – FUNDS TRANSFERRED

The City currently has an agreement with Hazen and Sawyer for the Neuse River Wastewater Treatment Plant Advanced Process Improvements Project.  Contract Amendment #8, in the amount of $271,700 is for additional design and construction administration services for an additional solids dewatering facility at the Neuse River Wastewater Treatment Plant.

Recommendation:  Approve Amendment #8 and the budgetary transfer.

Transferred From:

349-9496-79001-975

NRWWTP 15 MGD Expansion

$271,700.00

Transferred To:

349-9246-79201-975

NRWWTP Adv Process Improvements
$271,700.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 7 ayes (Koopman absent and excused).  See Ordinance 389 TF 90.

LITTLE RIVER RESERVOIR PROJECT – AMENDMENT #1/HAZEN & SAWYER – APPROVED

The City currently has an agreement with Hazen and Sawyer for the Little River Reservoir Project.  Contract Amendment #1, in the amount of $325,000 is for preparation of the Environmental Impact Statement, including development of a work plan for the preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement in support of a 404 permit application for the project in coordination with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

Recommendation:  Approve Amendment #1 (transfer to be handled administratively).

Transferred From:

348-9491-79001-975

Little River Reservoir Impact Statement
$325,000.00

Transferred To:

348-9491-79201-975

Little River Reservoir Impact Statement
$325,000.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 7 ayes (Koopman absent & excused).

BUDGET AMENDMENT – PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT – APPROVED
The agenda presented a budget amendment in the amount of $2,175.59 to appropriate net revenues collected from the sell of surplus plants to utilize the money to purchase a green house fogging system.  The system will cool inside the green house as summer temperatures exceed 120 degrees and will allow continued plant growing during small months.  The agenda outlined the revenue and expenditure accounts involved.
Recommendation:  Approve the budget amendment as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 7 ayes (Koopman absent and excused).  See Ordinance 389 TF 90.

CONDEMNATION – ZEBULON REUSE WATER LINE EXTENSION – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Negotiations have, thus far, been unsuccessful with the following property owners for the water line easements required for the Zebulon Reclaimed Water Line Project.  Negotiations attempts have failed with the owners as well as title issues prohibit the City from gaining clear title for the easement.  To keep the project moving forward, it is recommended that authorization be granted for condemnation of the necessary easements from this property for the project.

Project Name:
Zebulon Reuse Water line Extension
Name:


Estate of Sarah Yarborough Perry
Location:

927 Shepard School Road
Recommendation:  Approve the condemnation request. Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 7 ayes (Koopman absent and excused).  See Resolution 536.

EMERGENCY GENERATORS AT FOUR PUMP STATIONS AND RTU INSTALLATIONS – CHANGE ORDER #1/MCCARTER ELECTRICAL COMPANY – APPROVED
This change order is for a net increase of $75,307.07.

Reason:

For modifications to fencing, electrical panels, lighting, etc., required by the Wake Forest Planning Department.

History:

Original contract amount


$514,379.00

New contract amount



$589,686.07

Budgetary accounts to be amended:

Transferred From:

349-9419-79001-943


WF Lift Sta Fencing/Safety Impv
$75,307.07

Transferred To:

349-9418-79202-943


WF Standby Generators

$75,307.07

Recommendation:  Approve the change order in the amount of $75,307.07 and the budgetary transfer.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 7 ayes  (Koopman absent and excused).  See Ordinance 389 TF 90.
NEUSE RIVER WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT – CONTRACT NUMBER #2 CHANGE ORDER #16 – CROWDER CONSTRUCTION COMPANY – APPROVED

This change order is for a net increase of $476,771.13 and 143 calendar days.

Reason:

For additional work including the emergency repair of the influent junction box, installation of a 12-inch pressure reducing valve and strainer to the new headworks facility, installation of a drain connection, and other items associated with the Neuse River Wastewater Treatment Plant improvements.

History:

Original contract amount



$19,772,040.00

Previous net changes (ADD)



$   5,037,456.75

New contract amount




$25,286,267.88

Recommendation:  Approve the change order in the amount of $476,771.13, time extension of 143 calendar days, and the budgetary transfer.  Funds are available in the project account.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 7 ayes (Koopman absent and excused).  See Ordinance 389 TF 90.

HOUSE SUB-BASIN SEWER REPLACEMENT – CHANGE ORDER #2/PARK CONSTRUCTION COMPANY – APPROVED

This change order is for a net increase of $1,051,165.49.

Reason:

For additional work including the installation of a bore and jack/tunnel sanitary sewer extension beneath Wade Avenue.

History:

Original contract amount


$6,767,449.53

Previous net changes (ADD)


$     56,529.47

New contract amount



$7,875,144.49

Budgetary accounts to be amended:

Transferred From:

325-8468-79001-975

Main Replacement


$   413,139.49

349-9497-79001-975

House Crk Sewer Rehab

    638,026.00










$1,051,165.49

Transferred To:

325-8468-79202-975

Main Replacement


$  413,139.49

349-9497-79202-975

House Crk Sewer Rehab

    638,026.00










$1,051,165.49

Recommendation:  Approve the change order in the amount of $1,051,165.49 and the budgetary transfer.

Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson – 7 ayes (Koopman absent and excused).  See Ordinance 389 TF 90.

TRANSFERS – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented recommended transfers in the departments of Construction Management, Parks, Recreation, Public Utilities and Public Works.  The agenda outlined the code accounts involved and the reasons for the recommended transfers.

Recommendation:  Approval of the transfers as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 7 ayes (Koopman absent and excused).  See Ordinance 389 TF 90.

SANDERFORD ROAD PARK – NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER CONSTRUCTION – BID AWARDED TO SPARROW CONSTRUCTION INCORPORATED
Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, bids were received and publicly opened on April 1, 2008 for the construction of the new neighborhood center at Sanderford Road Park.  The apparent low bidder is Sparrow Construction Inc. with a base bid of $886,477 and add alternate bids of $23,154.  The total contract amount is $909,631.  Electrical work from Progress Energy, telecommunication wiring and construction testing are not included in the bid and will be paid for separately.  The available appropriation for construction on this project is $1,088,971.  MWBE participation for this project is estimated to be 18.1%.
Recommendation:  That the construction of the new Sanderford Road Neighborhood Center be awarded to Sparrow Construction Inc., with the total contract amount being $909,631 including add alternates.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 7 ayes (Koopman absent and excused).  

LAKE WOODARD OPERATIONS CENTER – PAVEMENT REPAIR PROJECT – BID AWARDED TO ALLEN GRADING COMPANY, INC.

Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, bids were received and publicly opened March 4, 2008, for the Lake Woodard Operations Center Pavement Repair Project.  Allen Grading Company, Inc., submitted the low base bid in the amount of $298,910.  Allen Grading Company, Inc., is a certified women-owned business.
Recommendation:  Approve the low base bid of Allen Grading Company, Inc., in the amount of $298,910.  Funds are available in the project account.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 7 ayes (Koopman absent and excused).

BEAVERDAM CREEK SANITARY SEWER EXTENSION PROJECT – BID AWARDED TO PARK CONSTRUCTION CORPORATION
Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, bids were received and publicly opened on April 3, 2008, for the Beaverdam Creek Sanitary Sewer Extension Project.  Park Construction Corporation submitted the low base bid with deductive alternate for T-Series manholes in the amount of $7,183,013.13.  Park Construction Corporation submitted a 16% MWBE participation plan.

Recommendation:  Approve the low base bid with deductive alternate for T-Series manholes of Park Construction Corporation in the amount of $7,183,013.13 and the budgetary transfer.

Transferred From:

349-9311-79001-975

Beaverdam Lake Sewer Extension

$5,483,013.13

349-9537-79001-944

Knightdale Beaverdam Interceptor

  1,700,000.00










$7,183,013.13

Transferred To:

349-9311-79202-944

Beaverdam Lake Sewer Extension

$3,838,733.83

349-9311-79202-975

Beaverdam Lake Sewer Extension

  3,344,279.30











$7,183,013.13

Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 7 ayes (Koopman absent and excused).  See Ordinance 389 TF 90.
TRAFFIC – WEST MORGAN STREET/ONE-HOUR TIMED PARKING – APPROVED

It is recommended that a one (1) Hour Timed Parking zone be established on the south side of West Morgan Street beginning at Snow Street eastward to St. Mary’s Street.
A petition was received requesting a 1 Hour Timed Parking zone be established by property owners/residents on West Morgan Street.

Recommendation:  Approve and amend Traffic Schedule.
Add to Traffic Schedule 15C:

Morgan Street, south side, beginning at Snow Street eastward to St. Mary’s Street, except where other zones are ordinanced.

Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stephenson - 7 ayes (Koopman absent and excused).  See Ordinance 390.
END OF CONSENT AGENDA

REZONING HEARING - SCHEDULE FOR JULY – APPROVED

The Planning Department has received 12 requests for rezoning to be held at the Tuesday, July 15, 2008, public hearing.  There may be several text changes and comprehensive plan amendments.

Recommendation:  That one hearing to be scheduled at 6:30 p.m., on the evening of Tuesday, July 15, 2008, and that the zoning tour be held on Friday, July 11, 2008, starting at 8:30 a.m.  Mr. Crowder stated he withdrew this from the Consent Agenda expressing concern about a second hearing being held on Friday.  It was pointed out the recommendation is for one hearing on July 15 with the zoning tour on Friday, July 11.  With that clarification, Mr. Crowder moved approval as recommended.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Koopman absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
SOLID WASTE SERVICES – CONVERSION TO SINGLE STREAM RECYCLING COLLECTION – APPROVED

The City of Raleigh currently makes curbside collection of recyclable materials available to all single family and multi-family households, and offers seven drop-off recycling centers.  The current marketing and processing contract for accepting these recycling materials is a dual stream method that separates fiber materials from containers.

Single stream (comingled) recycling efforts have a number of benefits over dual-stream, including less expensive equipment, lower maintenance costs associated with this equipment, and a more efficient collection method that will result in decreased collection time on routes.

Revenue associated with recycling efforts would be reduced by approximately $200,000 per year (at current market prices) but this loss will be offset by savings in purchasing of equipment and the efficiencies gained by employees.

Recommendation:  Approve the amendment of the existing contract with Sonoco Recycling to a single stream marketing and processing contract, at fixed price rate of $16 per ton with a bonus of 30%  of Sonoco’s average monthly sale of recycling materials above $67 per ton, and approve the two one-year extensions to become permanent.
Mr. Crowder stated he had withdrawn this from the Consent Agenda to express appreciation to staff starting to look at this.  He hopes the next step will be nice large containers people can roll to the streets.  Mr. Stephenson commended staff also pointing out this is a great service we are increasing and improving.  He appreciates the same day recycling and solid waste pickup.  Mr. Stephenson moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Koopman absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
HEERY INTERNATIONAL AMENDMENT #10/RALEIGH CONVENTION CENTER – APPROVED
Mayor Meeker stated he had withdrawn this item from the Consent Agenda as his firm has done work for this company.  Mr. Crowder moved that the Mayor be excused from participating on this item.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Koopman absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote and left the table and Mayor Pro Tem West took over.

The City currently has an agreement with Heery International, PC for project management assistance on the new Raleigh Convention Center.  Contract Amendment #10, in the amount of $250,000 is for additional project management.

Recommendation:  Approve Amendment #10 (funds will be transferred administratively).  Mr. Crowder moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Koopman absent and excused; Mayor excused from participation).  The Mayor Pro Tem ruled the motion adopted on a 6-0 vote.

WALNUT CREEK WETLAND CENTER – CONTRACT WITH AR CRESSON – APPROVED; ITEM TO BE PLACED ON MAY 20TH AGENDA TO RECEIVE REPORT ON AUDUBON PROPOSAL
Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, bids were received and publicly opened for the construction of the Walnut Creek Wetland Center.  The apparent low bidder is AR Chesson with a Base Bid and Add Alternate Bids for Exterior LED Lighting and a 1,400 Gallon Cistern of $1,598,588.  MWBE participation in this contract is 6%.  The City proposes to bid the site work, paint, insulation and floor finishes of the construction separately to attempt to achieve a higher participation rate.

Recommendation:  Approve the contract with AR Chesson for the construction of the Walnut Creek Wetland Center in the amount of $1,598,588 and authorize the transfer of funds as follows to fund the project.

Transferred From:

625-9316-79202-975

General Construction Contract
$170,000.00

636-9048-79001-975

Capital Project Reserve

    15,075.00









$185,075.00

Transferred To:

636-9334-79001-975

Capital Project Reserve

$185,075.00

Ms. Baldwin stated she had withdrawn the item from the Consent Agenda as she would like more information on the Audubon proposal.  She asked that this be a special item on the May 20th agenda.  City Manager Allen pointed out he provided information earlier today.  He stated the Audubon Society made a proposal, the City presented some options and they rejected the options.  Mr. West stated he has been involved in this project for a long time and talked about the pros and cons of the project, any delay, etc.  He explained discussions that had taken place but pointed out he is hesitate to put this project off any longer.  Brief discussion took place with the Mayor pointing out he thought Ms. Baldwin’s suggestion is to approve this project but get a report on the Audubon Society proposal with Ms. Baldwin agreeing.  Mr. Crowder moved approval of the recommendation as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll all vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Koopman absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

Mayor Meeker stated without objection there would be a special item on the May 20 agenda to receive a report on the Audubon proposals, questions, answers and the City’s options.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Meeker presented the Planning Commission Consent Agenda indicating it would be handled in the same manner as the regular consent agenda.  He stated he had received a request and Ms. McFarlane, Mr. Crowder and Mr. Stephenson to withdraw Z-19-08 and a request from Mr. Crowder to withdraw SP-75-07.  Without objection those items were withdrawn from the Planning Commission Consent Agenda.  Mr. Crowder moved approval of the remaining items on the Planning Commission Consent Agenda.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Koopman absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote. 

The items on the Planning Commission Consent Agenda were as follows.

REZONING Z-6-08 – CAPITAL BOULEVARD – REQUEST FOR 90 DAY EXTENSION – GRANTED
This request is to rezone approximately 38.58 acres, currently zoned Manufactured Housing & Residential-4. The proposal is to rezone the property to Shopping Center Conditional Use District, Office & Institution-2 Conditional Use District, Residential-4 Conditional Use District, and Conservation Management Conditional Use District.
CR-11189 from the Planning Commission recommends that the City Council grant a 90-day Time Extension for additional review by the Planning Commission.  Upheld on Planning Commission Consent Agenda Crowder/Baldwin - 7 ayes (Koopman absent and excused).
TC-7-08 – WAKE COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM NOTIFICATION OF REZONINGS - APPROVED

This text change proposes to amend the Zoning Code to require notification to the Wake County Public School System of all rezoning petitions received by the Department of City Planning.
CR-11191 from the Planning Commission recommends that this text change be approved.

Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Baldwin - 7 ayes (Koopman absent and excused).  See Ordinance 392 TC 309.
FP-1-08 – LITTLE BRIER CREEK – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This request is to amend the accepted Federal Emergency Management Agency floodplain boundary due to a sanitary sewer line crossing Little Brier Creek.
CR-11192 from the Planning Commission recommends approval.  Planning Commission Recommendation Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Baldwin - 7 ayes (Koopman absent and excused).   See Ordinance 393.

END OF PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA

REZONING Z-19-08 – HARGETT STREET – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This request is to rezone approximately 1.9 acres, currently zoned Residential Business.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Office & Institution-1 Conditional Use District with Downtown Overlay District.
CR-11190 from the Planning Commission finds that the proposed rezoning is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated April 23, 2008.  Planning Commission Chairman Mullins explained the request and the Planning Commission discussion and recommendation.  Mr. Stephenson pointed out he had withdrawn this from the consent agenda and expressed appreciation to all involved for their work, dialogue communications, etc.  He stated he had some conversation with the applicant about the possibility of adding a condition.  He pointed out approximately 90% of this property will come back to the City Council for site plan approval and his question is if the applicant would like to submit a condition indicating any development of this property would come to the City Council.  The Attorney for the applicant indicated they would agree to that condition.  Brief discussion took place as to the policy on adding conditions, whether the case could be acted on if a condition is added at the table, etc. Mayor Meeker stated as he understands it is not a formal written condition, it is just a commitment by the developer that they would bring any of the site plans to City Council for approval.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the Planning Commission’s recommendation as outlined in CR11190 with the understanding that any site plan for any of the property would come back to City Council for consideration.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stevenson.  Planning Director Silver pointed out the property is located in a special approval area and any project that has six units or less would not have to come back but with the understanding all plans for any of this property would come back to the Council.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Koopman absent and excused).  See Ordinance 391 ZC 620.
SP-75-07 – FRED ANDERSON TOYOTA PARKING LOT EXPANSION – REFERRED TO THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

This request is to approve a display lot expansion of 24 parking spaces (12,701 square feet) on a 21.22 acre site, zoned Thoroughfare District, Metro-Park Protection Overlay, and Airport Overlay Zoning Districts.  This plan requires approval pursuant to 10-2132.2 (2) a.2, as this improvement is located within a previously approved 90’ natural protective yard (SP-108-01 Fred Anderson Toyota Expansion).
CR-11193 from the Planning Commission recommends approval with conditions.  Planning Commission Chairman Mullins explained the request and read from CR11194 relative to the Planning Commission’s recommendation.  In response to questioning, Planning Director Silver pointed out there was a 90 foot protective yard and that would be reduced to 50 feet.  He explained the plan requires approval pursuant to 10-2132.2(2)a.2 as this improvement is located within a previously approved 90 foot natural protective yard.  
Mr. Crowder pointed out he had withdrawn this from the Consent Agenda pointing out there was a lot of discussion and consideration in the original approval or rezoning of this property relating to the US 70 Corridor.  There was a lot of work and time expended on developing the corridor plan and it was to be a greenway into the City.  He stated he would like to look at this one term in the Comprehensive Planning Committee.  Access was spoken to briefly.  Without further discussion the item was referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee.

REZONING Z-18-08 – LAKESTONE DRIVE – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This request is to rezone approximately 49.39 acres, currently zoned Residential-4 and Residential-4 with Special Highway Overlay District-1.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Residential-2 and Residential-2 with Special Highway Overlay District-1.
CR-11194 from the Planning Commission finds that the proposed rezoning is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and that this request be approved.
Planning Commission Chairman Mullins explained the request, the Planning Commission’s recommendation and read from CR11194.  He explained he thought the no votes related to notice or whether proper notice was given.  He stated the applicant and the City notified all involved.  Of the 46 parcels within the request, 34 signed the petition.  Two of the parcels within the subject area would be removed from the rezoning proposal at the property owners request.  The properties are 524 Lake Stone Drive (101705-48-1885 and 3905 Stratford Court, Pin #1705-48-2256.  These properties are located on the periphery of the subject area; therefore the integrity of the rezoning request would be maintained.
Planning Director Silver pointed out the request is consistent with the comprehensive plan, the rezoning would not create any nonconformities and there was some discussion or concern on the part of the some Planning Commission members about 3rd party rezoning of property.  The fact that the City does not often get requests or grant request for down zoning was talked about briefly.  Mr. Crowder moved the Planning Commission recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin.  Mr. Isley pointed out the map being shown includes the two property owners that are to be removed with Planning Director Silver pointing out the map is the original map but if the Planning Commission’s recommendation is upheld, the two properties would be removed.  Dialogue followed relative to the number of people in the request, how many signed the petition, the fact that 7 or 8 had no opinion or did not object, notification process and the desire on the part of Council to make sure everyone was aware of what is being proposed.  Planning Director Silver pointed out some of the Planning Commission Members were not sure why people were silent as to their desires on the request and some interpreted that silence as opposition.  In response to questioning, Planning Director Silver pointed out the notification was done by first class mail.  We do that because may times people will not pick up certified mail coming from the City.  After other dialogue on the notification and with Council members emphasizing they wanted to make sure that the notification process was followed, the motion to upheld the Planning Commission recommendation was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Koopman absent and excused).  See Ordinance 391 ZC 620.
TC-6-08 – ACCEPTANCE OF ZONING APPLICATIONS – APPROVED

This text change proposes to amend the Zoning Code to incorporate a new provision for the acceptance and processing of separate zoning petitions filed on the same property within a 24-month period.

CR-11195 from the Planning Commission recommends that this text change, as modified be approved.

Planning Commission Chairman Mullins explained the request and the Planning Commission’s discussion and recommendation.  He stated there was a lot of discussion about whether a property owner should be allowed to file a rezoning case on a property that someone else has already filed a rezoning application on.  Planning Director Silver pointed out the City had a very rare situation some time back where two cases come forward on the same property.  The City Attorney had suggested this text change as a way of dealing with that issue should it happen again.  Planning Director Silver stated he feels this is an appropriate way to move forward if the same situation occurs again.  Mr. Crowder moved approval of the Planning Commission’s recommendation.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll cal vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Koopman absent and excused).  See Ordinance 394 TC 310.
SPECIAL ITEMS

WAKE COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS – RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT – ADOPTED AS AMENDED

During the April 15, 2008, Council meeting, Councilor Stephenson presented a proposed resolution expressing the support of the Raleigh City Council for the Wake County Public Schools.  A copy of the proposed resolution is in the agenda packet.  It was directed that the item be placed on this agenda for further consideration.  Council member Stephenson pointed out since the last meeting he had worked with some Council members to amend the proposed resolution.  It is essentially the same resolution but the language has been amended slightly.  He read the following resolution in full.
A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE SUPPORT OF THE RALEIGH CITY COUNCIL OF THE WAKE COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

WHEREAS, the Wake County Public School System has consistently provided our citizens with one of the best school systems in the state and in the nation, providing a solid educational foundation for our children’s future that is the keystone of our county’s economic prosperity; and 

WHEREAS, a combination of rapid growth and inadequate funding have led to widespread school overcrowding, with almost one quarter of our elementary students being schooled in trailers, and with constant pressure for more year round schools; 

WHEREAS the upkeep of our Wake County Schools is imperative for our continued economic and cultural growth; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF RALEIGH THAT: THE CITY SUPPORTS THE 
FUNDAMENTAL AND SUSTAINED SUCCESS OF THE WAKE 
COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM, WITH THE CURRENT 
DISTRICTING SYSTEM, AND THAT THE ONGOING EFFORTS 
OF ALL STAKEHOLDERS TO DEVELOP INNOVATIVE 
PROGRAMS FOR DELIVERING HIGH QUALITY EDUCATIONAL 
FACILITIES IN THE MOST EFFICIENT MANNER, WITH 
ADEQUATE FUNDING, AND TO IMPROVE COOPERATION 
BETWEEN ELECTED BODIES SERVING THE WAKE COUNTY 
AREA. 

Adopted: 

Effective: 
Mr. Stephenson moved approval of the resolution he read.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West.  Mr. Isley questioned what is different in the resolution read by Mr. Stephenson today and the one he presented on April 15.  Mr. Isley expressed concern about the resolution particularly relating to the phrases about adequate funding, growth management, etc.  He questioned why the City Council could not simply say we support the Wake County Public Schools and let them do their job their own way.  Just say we support them don’t say anything about planning, funding, etc.  He stated he supports the Wake County School system, his daughter will be attending Wake County Public Schools as long as she desires.  He stated he just cannot vote for this resolution as he feels it is full of fluff.  

Mr. Stephenson pointed out there are a number complicated issues, a lot of concern, issues, etc. around year round schools and he feels that most of the problems could be resolved if the schools had adequate funding, etc.  He stated he feels all of the Council members agree that we have one of the greatest school systems around.  Mr. West expressed concern about the resolution when it talks about funding and questioned if we are simply talking about supporting our public school system or are we trying to address the core issues relating to redistricting, funding, etc.  He talked about the high quality of our school system and what the resolution really says or might be perceived as saying.  Mr. Isley stated he just could not vote for the resolution as written.  Ms. Baldwin talked about the need to send a resolution with unanimous approval.  She talked about the discussions that had taken place in the General Assembly before when the resolutions submitted by other towns within Wake County, were presented pointing out each time one was submitted from a town the submitting party was asked if it was by unanimous vote.
Mr. Isley again stated he supports the Wake County Public Schools fully but he doesn’t like the second “whereas.”  Mayor Meeker questioned if the second whereas is deleted if Mr. Isley could support that.  Mr. Isley stated he would like to have an opportunity to study it and expressed concern about something being presented at the table and Council being asked to address it.  Mayor Meeker suggested holding the item and taking it up at the beginning of the night session.  It was agreed to follow that path.

Mr. Crowder questioned why we have to have a unanimous vote.  He does not understand the need for a unanimous vote.  Ms. Baldwin talked about the desire of our delegation to have a unanimously vote before they will support something, the fact that we are in short session and the need to look at noncontroversial items.  Mr. West pointed out as he understands most of the municipalities in Wake County have weighed in on this issue and Raleigh is the largest municipality and we could have a lot of influence.  He feels we need to weigh in.  It was agreed to hold the item until the night portion of the meeting.
During the night portion of the meeting, Ms. McFarlane presented the following resolution.

A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE SUPPORT OF THE RALEIGH CITY COUNCIL OF THE WAKE COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
WHEREAS, the Wake County Public School System has consistently provided our citizens with one of the best school systems in the state and in the nation, providing a solid educational foundation for our children’s future that is the keystone of our county’s economic prosperity, and

WHEREAS, the upkeep of our Wake County Schools is imperative for our continued economic and cultural growth;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RALEIGH THAT:  THE CITY SUPPORTS THE FUNDAMENTAL AND SUSTAINED SUCCESS OF THE WAKE COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM, WITH THE CURRENT DISTRICTING SYSTEM, AND THE ONGOING EFFORTS OF ALL STAKEHOLDERS TO DEVELOP INNOVATIVE PROGRAMS FOR DELIVERING HIGH QUALITY EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES IN THE MOST EFFICIENT MANNER, AND TO IMPROVE COOPERATION BETWEEN ELECTED BODIES SERVING THE WAKE COUNTY AREA.
Ms. McFarlane moved approval of the resolution she read.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. West and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Koopman absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 537.

Mayor Meeker directed the City Clerk to send a copy of the resolution to the Wake County delegation indicating it was passed by unanimous vote of the Raleigh City Council and also send a copy to the Wake County School Board.  

SENATE BILL 1507 - RESOLUTION OPPOSING – ADOPTED

During the April 15, 2008, Council meeting, Councilor Crowder presented a proposed resolution declaring Raleigh City Council opposition to North Carolina Senate Bill 1507 relating to rental inspection programs regarding zoning and minimum housing conditions.  A copy of the proposed resolution was in the agenda packet.  It was directed that the item be placed on this agenda for further consideration.
Mr. Crowder moved approval of the resolution as included in the agenda packet.  Mr. Isley talked about House Bill 1011 which is the House version of Senate Bill 1507.  He questioned why we are doing this pointing out he understands Durham has a hybrid type inspection system.  He again questioned why the City would adopt a resolution opposing SB1507.  City Attorney McCormick pointed out SB1507 makes it extremely difficult for inspectors to do their job and it is something that the City should weigh in on.  The motion to approve the resolution opposing North Carolina Senate Bill 1507 was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Koopman absent and excused).  See Resolution 538.

CLARENCE E. LIGHTNER, PUBLIC SAFETY CENTER – CITY MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE AMENDMENT WITH KLING STUBBINS/CHERRY HUFFMAN

The following item appeared on the April 15, 2008, Council agenda:

As authorized by City Council at its meeting March 4, 2008, City staff has proceeded with the next steps.  One of these is to continue with overall interim project planning work for critical City functions such as the relocations of the traffic control center, the print shop and Police headquarters plus schematic design, planning and estimating for the new facility.  These are included in a proposed amendment increasing the authorized amount by $1,856,300 in the Kling-Stubbins/Cherry Huffman contract for design services.  Additional material was in the agenda packet outlining the services, costs and funding sources to continue the Clarence E. Lightner Public Safety Center project design work effort.
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to proceed with executing the amendment with Kling Stubbins/Cherry Huffman increasing the amount authorized by $1,856,300 for the additional design services of design and implementation of the Clarence E. Lightner Public Safety Center project.  Funds are available.

Questions were asked relative to the programming aspect of this building.  It was directed that the item be placed on this agenda and various Council Members talk with Administration concerning their questions, etc.  It would be appropriate to further consider the recommendation.

City Manager Allen pointed out he thinks the design team had met with the City Council members who had questions and he feels the questions have been resolved but would be glad to respond to any other questions.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the recommendations as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and put to a vote roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Koopman absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

UPPER NEUSE CLEAN WATER INITIATIVE – ANNUAL UPDATE – RECEIVED – BUDGET REQUESTED
Reid Wilson, Upper Neuse Clean Water Initiative, was at the meeting to give the annual report relating to that organization.  He explained the Upper Neuse Clean Water Initiative’s mission relates to water throughout the Upper Neuse Mission pointing out the water in the Upper Neuse Basin is a shared resource and protecting that resource and the drinking water supplies for over 500,000 people including Raleigh requires a unified approach.  He talked about the partnerships and the other public drinking water suppliers in the basin.  He talked about protecting land along the streams and reservoirs that is critical to protecting both water quality and water quantity in Falls Lake and other reservoirs.  He talked about the various projects pointing out since the inception of the Upper Neuse Clean Water initiative in December of 2005 land trusts have completed over 24 projects resulting in the protection of over 17 miles of stream side buffer totaling over 1,800 acres.  The City of Raleigh’s contribution helped fund 5 of the 24.  He pointed out the City provided $2,698,507 toward the protection of land valued at $19,698,327, in other words, every one dollar the City has invested in land conservation has leveraged almost $14 in land value.  He talked about acquisitions that are in the pipe line and the back up information included details of the various acquisitions.  He talked about upcoming projects and the feeling that they could easily spend $1 ½ million to protect priority lands in our basins.  He again talked about the monies that have been provided by Raleigh in the past and the fact that the partners have demonstrated their ability to leverage and spend wisely Raleigh’s funding and the even greater demand in 2008-2009.
Mayor Meeker stated as he understands they are suggesting $1 ½ million to be in the 2008-2009 budget.  City Manager Allen pointed out the Council had already taken action to ask Administration to include $1 million in the 2008-2009 budget.  He stated Council had been given a budget note about the nutrient fee which could be used to fund the City’s contribution.  Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to Mr. Wilson for the work and the report was received and it was understood there would be a budget note concerning this proposal in the 2008-2009 budget proposal.  

MARTIN LUTHER KING MEMORIAL GARDENS EXPANSION – INFORMATION RECEIVED – REFERRED TO BUDGET SESSION

The agenda indicated community advocates for parks in Southeast Raleigh were charged by the Budget & Economic Development Committee and City Council to review and refine the Martin Luther King Committee’s request to expand the Martin Luther King Memorial Gardens.  Council Members received the following report in their agenda packet.

I BACKGROUND 

Community Advocates For Parks in Southeast Raleigh (CAPSR) has been charged by the City of Raleigh’s Budget and Economic Development Committee with reviewing and refining the Martin Luther King Committee’s request to expand the Martin Luther King Memorial Gardens entailing significant improvements to more adequately accommodate the needs of the visiting public, including school children and elderly citizens.  Approval of these improvements would provide the City with a unique and historic destination park for all North Carolinians and out of state tourists, as well as compliment downtown development efforts and the new Raleigh Convention Center. 

Pursuant to requests from the fall 2003 to the present, CAPSR, acting on behalf of the MLK Committee recommends amending the MLK Memorial Gardens Master Plan to address the park’s expansion and the additional amenities necessary to make the park more user and family friendly. 

II RECOMMENDATIONS 

After extensive deliberation and study of the need for expanding the Martin Luther King Memorial Gardens, CAPSR arrived at the conclusion that improvements to the park should proceed in a timely and expedient manner.


III MARTIN LUTHER ICING MEMORIAL GARDENS EXPANSION COST ESTIMATES

A.  Add an appropriate number of benches similar to the ones currently at the site to accommodate a larger number of visitors to the Park and complement the proposed expansion.  Estimated Cost: $36,600 

B.   Construct a large picnic shelter as part of the expanded park to afford visitors the opportunity to meet in small groups for providing teachable moments for children and others as well as refreshments and food in an outdoor setting.  Estimated Cost: $80,000 

C.  Construct rest rooms and install frost-free drinking fountains on the expanded site.  Estimated Cost: $100,000 

D.  Expand the memorial wall to create an enclosed area for the expanded park and erect an interactive informational design which will chronicle the historic contributions of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  Estimated Cost: $45,000 

E.  Add an appropriate number of trash receptacles and recycling bins.  Estimated Cost: $1,000 

F.  Install a state-of-the-art LEED lighting system to properly illuminate the statue and gardens and improve security at the site.  Estimated Cost: $42,000 

G.  Provide additional parking for automobiles and buses.  Estimated Cost: $107,000 

H.  Enhance the landscaping to include a brick paved walk connecting the expanded area to the current park and continuity in landscaped areas throughout the entire park, old and new.  Estimated Cost: $17,400 

I.  Site Demo work and land preparation.  Estimated Cost: $10,000 

J.  Landscaping and storm water treatment.  Estimated Cost: $40,000 

K.   Landscape Architect’s Design Fee.  Estimated Cost: $50,000 

L.  Miscellaneous Contingency Expenses.  Estimated Cost: 96,000 

TOTAL ESTIMATED COST OF EXPANSION $625,000 

(Please note: This estimate is good for construction in 2009.  If later than 2009 there will be a need to factor in inflation) 

The agenda indicated representatives were available at the meeting to provide further information as needed.

Recommendation:  Receive for consideration during budget deliberations the request for expansion and upgrade of the Martin Luther King Memorial Garden as described in the backup materials from CAPSR.
Dr. Norman Camp pointed out Council Members received their comments in the agenda packets.  He knows that the upcoming budget and balancing that budget is going to be difficult.  He stated they would like to see this program begin and be completed within a two year period if the Council chooses to go with phasing.  He stated citizens have been calling for this for a number of years and they feel that this proposed expansion could create another gem in the Raleigh park system.  Mr. West commended Dr. Camp for his leadership and helping resolve this issue.  He stated he is pleased to see the recommendation that this item go to Budget deliberations.  Mayor Meeker stated without objection the item would be deferred to budget deliberations.

HILLSBOROUGH STREET – 301 STATUS REPORT – REFERRED TO BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Due to the current economic conditions, the financing approvals for the Reynolds Tower have been delayed; thus causing the prospective owners to be out of compliance with the amended contract for sale that was approved in October 2007.  As part of that approval the City gave 301 Hillsborough Street Partners, LLC access to the building at 301 Hillsborough Street to accomplish the demolition with the understanding that the City would incur no financial liability for such.  The amendment also anticipated that a closing conveying the property would have occurred on April 1, 2008, with foundation construction commencing immediately thereafter.  Although the building has been demolished, neither of the latter two conditions has occurred.  Staff recently met with the Reynolds Group seeking an updated and more aggressive construction and marketing schedule.  Due to the uncertainty of initiation of construction it would be appropriate to consider an interim use for the site both to improve site aesthetics and as well as generate income.  Staff recommends the site be used for a temporary parking lot which will enable the City to realize savings of $12,000+ in dirt disposal fees from nearby downtown development as well as parking revenues for spaces on this site until building construction begins.  Staff is currently working with various departments to ensure compliance with the anticipated updated use of this site.

Upon receipt of a revised construction schedule from 301 Hillsborough Street Partners, LLC staff will forward it to Council.  Depending on Council’s satisfaction with that revised schedule and proposed conditions they may wish to consider a renewal of the contract or termination of the contract and recovery of adjacent property at 309 Hillsborough Street conveyed to the Reynolds in 2001.  Background material including the contract, correspondence and a current picture of the property is in the agenda packet.

Ms. Baldwin pointed out she has been excused from participation on this item previously with the Mayor indicating that is correct and she would be excused at this point.  Ms. Baldwin left the table. 
Mayor Meeker suggested that this item be put in Budget & Economic Development Committee to see if we can get on a firm schedule.  Mr. Isley pointed out he still supports this project and talked about the current financial market and the fact that it would be an unfortunate scenario if this project is not allowed to go forth.  Mayor Meeker stated he understands and pointed out this is not the first extension and some how we need to get the project underway.  Without discussion it was agreed that the item would be referred to Budget & Economic Development Committee.

HILLSBOROUGH/MORGAN STREET ROUNDABOUT – STREETS DELETION – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

As directed by Council, staff has been in discussions with North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) about installation of a single lane roundabout at the intersections of Hillsborough Street (SR 3007, 3008) and Morgan Street (SR 3007). Included in the agenda packet is a report prepared by the Public Works Department detailing the results of these discussions and outlining the projected additional maintenance costs that would be incurred by the City if portions of Hillsborough Street and Morgan Street were deleted from the State System and added to the City Maintained Street System.  Also included for Council’s consideration is a proposed resolution requesting that NCDOT delete portions of Hillsborough Street and Morgan Street from the State System and add a block of Glenwood Avenue between Hillsborough Street and Morgan Street to the State System for continuity purposes.
Recommendation:  Approve the resolution requesting NCDOT to delete portions of Hillsborough Street and Morgan Street from the State Maintained Highway System and to add one section of Glenwood Avenue to the State Maintained Highway System.
City Manager Allen explained the proposal.  Mayor Meeker stated it is very unfortunate the State is not willing to cooperate as we had requested and put the City in this position.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the recommendation as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Isley who voted in the negative and (Mr. Koopman was absent and excused, Ms. Baldwin was excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 5-2 vote.  See Resolution 539.
STORMWATER UTILITY – ADDITIONAL TIERS – OPTION TO APPROVE – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Council referred an item from their March 4, 2008, meeting under the Budget and Economic Committee recommendations that staff be directed to undertake an analysis to add an additional tier for single family residential properties as it relates to the stormwater utility fees.  Single family residential properties are defined in the City Code as a single family home, townhouse, or one mobile home on one lot.  
Recommendation:  Consideration of the options outlined in the report.  Council members received the following report outlining the two options.

Council referred an item from their March 4, 2008 meeting under the Budget and Economic Committee recommendations that staff be directed to undertake an analysis to add an additional tier for single family residential properties as it relates to the stormwater utility fees.  Single family residential properties are defined in the City Code as a single family home, townhouse, or one mobile home on one lot. 

I have contacted Camp Dresser & McKee, Inc. (CDM) staff that recommended the original stormwater utility rate structure.  Staff developed a couple of options that have been reviewed by CDM to add additional tiers to our current residential rate structure. 

Our current rate structure is outlined below: 

 


Impervious Area 

On Property 

Tier 


(Square Feet)

Monthly Rate ($) 

1 


1,000 or less 


1.60 

2


1,001 to 3,870


4.00 

3


3,871 or more


6.80 

CDM has indicated the following additional tier possibilities are both equitable and defensible. 

Option 1

Impervious Area 

On Property 

Tier


(Square Feet)

Monthly Rate ($) 

1


400 to 1,000


1.60

2


1,001 to 3,870


4.00 

3


3,871 to 9,500


6.80 

4


9,501 and above 
Billed at commercial Rates

**Note that for Option 1 the only change in fee rates from the current rates will be for properties with 9,501 square feet or more of impervious area that would be billed at commercial fee rates which are $4.00 per each 2,260 square feet of impervious surface.

Option 2

Impervious Area 

On Property 

Tier


(Square Feet)

Monthly Rate ($) 

1


400 to 1,000


1.60

2


1,001 to 3,870 

4.00 

3


3,871 to 6,620


6.80 

4


6,621 to 9,500


11.60

5


9,501 and above 
Billed at commercial roles 

**Note that for option 2 the fee rates will increase from the current rates for properties with 6,621 square feet or more of impervious area. 

Staff would need approximately 60 days to implement any changes.  Any tier changes should become effective at the beginning of a bi-monthly billing period in order to bill all accounts correctly.  The next billing period beginning 60 days out is July 1, 2008. 

If implemented, Council would also need to adopt a new resolution outlining the revised residential tier system.   The current resolution is attached. 

Mayor Meeker moved approval of Option #2.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder who stated he agrees with Option #2 but questioned why the Mayor likes that particular option.  Mayor Meeker explained how the additional tiers seem fair to him.  Mr. Isley stated he feels it would be good if the issue could be talked about in budget session.  He stated he would like to see some additional information as to how many people are going to have an increase in their fee or caught by the additional tiers, how much revenue the various tiers will raise and what will be done with the money.  Stormwater Program Manager Bowden pointed out with Option #2 in the additional tiers #4 and #5, there will be about 4,500 parcels.  He stated they have not looked at the specific amount of revenue this will generate.  Mr. Isley again talked about the rationale of the additional tiers.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Isley who voted in the negative (Koopman absent and excused).  See Resolution 540.

SOLID WASTE TRANSFER STATION – EXPEDITED PROCEDURE – APPROVED

City Manager Allen pointed out during the April 1, 2008 Council meeting; the City Council considered the solid waste transfer station various actions that are needed including approving a contract with East Coast Resources Group, LLC subject to final contract language as approved by the City Attorney.  This was the result of responses to an RFP in which four proposals were received and Council approved on November 7, 2007 for City administration to negotiate a contract with East Coast Resources Group, LLC.  During the May 6 Council meeting, the City Council approved several issues including the amendment to the South Wake Landfill interlocal agreement and approving the interlocal agreement with Wake County relating to the Transfer station; however, the RFP didn’t lead to a good result as determined after a review by the City Attorney.  In order to meet the time schedule, Administration is suggesting an expedited supplemental proposal, that is, Administration send out an RFP to the four prospective contractors and ask them to respond.  We would review that with the City and County staff and that may allow us to get through the process and keep on schedule.  In response to questions, City Attorney McCormick indicated his office recommended that procedure.  Mr. Isley moved approval of the expedited process with RFPs being sent to the four companies.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Koopman absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
EASEMENT – TSO – NON MASS EXCAVATION AGREEMENT – APPROVED

City Manager pointed out at a recent meeting the City Council approved a nonmass excavation agreement with The Simpson Organization.  After further investigation it has been determined there is a need for an extra 30 feet of non build easement.  It doesn’t affect anything that would happen on the property, this is an amendment to the previously approved nonmass excavation agreement.

Mayor Meeker stated he has previously been excused from participation in this matter and pointed out he continues to be excused.  Mr. Stephenson moved approval of the additional nonmask escavation agreement with The Simpson Group.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative accept Mr. Isley who voted in the negative (Mayor Meeker excused from participation; Mr. Koopman absent and excused).  Mayor Pro Tem West ruled the motion adopted on a 5-1 vote.  

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE APPEARANCE COMMISSION

APPEARANCE COMMISSION – 2007-2008 ANNUAL REPORT AND 2008-2009 WORK PROGRAM – RECEIVED
Mitch Fluhrer, Chair of the Appearance Commission pointed out Council received the 2007-2008 annual report in their agenda packet.  He highlighted the report touching on various preliminary site plans, zoning cases, trends and issues they had studied.  He also talked about special assignments including work with the tree conservation task force, city plaza design discussion, North Carolina Fallen Firefighter’s Memorial, Downtown Wayfinding, etc  He talked about their community appearance survey, work on the  2007 Sir Walter Raleigh awards, comprehensive plan update and a joint City Council, Commission tour of new urbanist communities.  Mr. Fluhrer talked about their 2008-2009 work program which includes work on the Comprehensive Plan update, Sir Walter Raleigh awards for community appearance, continuing review of site plans zoning cases and text changes.  

Mr. Crowder asked about the new Urbanist communities tour which will include stops in Huntersville, Cornelius and Davidson and questioned if someone from those municipalities will speak to the group.  He stated Davidson has an inclusive zoning policy and he hopes someone from Davidson will broach that topic.  Mr. Fluhrer pointed out that is a part of the plan.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE ARTS COMMISSION

ACTION BLUE PRINT FOR RALEIGH ARTS – APPROVED; ARTS FUNDING – REFERRED TO BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE; BYLAWS APPROVED AS AMENDED

Brian Starkey, Carter Worthy, Jim Black and others from the Arts Commission were present to present the Action Blue Print for Raleigh Arts.  Ms. Worthy pointed out the City of Raleigh Arts Commission is celebrating 30 years of fostering arts and talked about the 30th anniversary committee which has North Carolina first lady Mary Easley as the honorary chair.  She and Tift Merritt are co-chairs and the purpose of the committee was to celebrate the Commission’s past and inspire the continued growth and appreciation of the arts in Raleigh.  She talked about the efforts to unify and organize the arts advocacy groups.  The worked entitled, “Explore Raleigh Arts” was developed pointing out a brand name will be selected to umbrella the arts advocacy efforts.  The brand name will embrace the idea of inviting area residents to experience Raleigh Arts and embark on a Raleigh Arts Adventure.  The brand name will integrate the idea of a Raleigh Arts passport.  The passport will be created as a fun way to encourage both children and adults to attend cultural events and visit cultural sites.  At all participating venues, individuals would receive a “stamp” on their arts passport for visiting that particular “country” and prizes and business discounts will be given for winners.  A kids passport will be included.  She pointed out the mission of explore Raleigh Arts is to enhance the quality of life and the City of Raleigh by engaging the community to attend and support the arts.  To accomplish the arts advocacy campaign they have developed three goals 1) establish public and private partnership; 2) raise public awareness; and 3) unify arts groups and foster collaborations.  She talked about the strategies that will help realize the mission and goals including connect, communicate and celebrate.  He talked about the key action programs that will be created under the three different goals.  
Jim Black pointed out he works for the Company which actively and aggressively supports the arts and encourages its employees to do the same.  He talked about different programs his company has relating to encouraging employees to participate, contribute, and advocate for the arts and went through the information and pointed out Council members receive in their agenda packet information on the campaign.  

Mr. Crowder talked about all that is available in Raleigh and the fact that we need to educate people on how much we do have to offer with Ms. Worthy pointing out education is the underlying objective.  

Ms. Worthy went over the recommendations which include creating a plan involving community and business to support public art, inventory possible future sites for public art and long-range creating a large signature piece of public art.  She stated the implementation recommendations include the Arts Commission current standing committees being enlarged with additional members from 30th anniversary committee and others to accomplish the action plan.  A two-year time line will be established to accomplish this Action Blue Print for Raleigh Arts.  She stated the hopeful outcomes would be to increase participation in the arts, increased funding for the arts, increased investment in public arts and increased coverage for the arts.  
Mr. Starkey pointed out they are utilizing this for their upcoming retreat and talked about expanding the standing committees to help with the work.

Roland Gammon, 21 Glenwood Avenue, talked about why he cares about art.  He talked about public art investments pointing out it has been difficult in the past; however, this Council is doing good work.  He talked about his personal and corporate investment pointing out he and his wife buy season tickets to many cultural events and how he enjoys giving the tickets to those who have not been participating.  He talked about how it is important to him and his wife that their children see their support and investment in the arts.  Mr. Crowder moved endorsement of the program as presented.  His motion was seconded by Ms. McFarlane.  Ms. McFarlane stated this is very important and talked about the importance of letting people know what we have here.  She talked about the need to make sure that we do support the arts and budget appropriately and suggested putting the arts funding in Budget & Economic Development Committee.  Mayor Meeker suggested putting the general idea of arts funding in the capital funding that is, arts Budget & Economic Development Committee.  Without objection it was agreed to do that.  The motion as stated to endorse the concept of Action Blueprint for Raleigh Arts was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Koopman absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

City Attorney McCormick indicated at the last meeting the Arts Commission presented some revised bylaws.  He pointed out there is a provision in the proposed bylaws which allows the Arts Commission to appoint non members to various committees as voting members.  He stated that is not illegal but it is not the past policy of City Council.  He stated he would suggest if they need more participation that may be the Council could take action to increase the membership.  Mr. Starkey pointed out they were looking for clarification.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the proposed bylaw revisions as presented.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin.  Attorney McCormick again stated the Council could add additional members or have the Hoc Committee members as long as they were not voting members.  Mr. Isley suggested that the approval of the bylaws as presented be include that the ad hoc members or committee members added by the Commission would be non voting members.  After brief discussion, it was agreed to clarify the motion to approve the bylaws with the understanding the Ad Hoc Committee members would be non voting members of the Commission.  That motion was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Koopman absent and excused). 
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY BOARD

ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY BOARD – RECOMMENDATIONS TO IMPROVE ENERGY EFFICIENCY IN BUILDINGS – REFERRED TO BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Denny Murphy, Chairperson of the Environmental Advisory Board, pointed out Council members received the following recommendations in their agenda packet.  He highlighted the recommendations.  

NEW CONSTRUCTION: 

1)
All new City of Raleigh construction and additions encompassing 
10,000 gross square feet or more of building area should achieve a Silver level certification of the US Green Building Councils LEED Green Building Rating System for New Construction (LEED- NC).  A higher equivalent rating (Gold or Platinum) should be sought where practical and as funding is available. 

(Approved, Mr. Craven did not vote in the affirmative because of his concerns about costs) 

2)
All City of Raleigh construction and additions encompassing less than 10,000 square feet of building area would not seek LEED Silver level certification but would be designed and built to be eligible for Silver certification, plus meet requirements for energy and water efficiency as follows: 

i.  Energy 

Achieve minimum energy efficiency of 30% better than code required by ASHRAE (American Society of Heating, Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Engineers) 90,1-200 (ASHRAE 90.1 version required in the 2006 NC Building Code). 

ii.  Water 

Achieve a 30% water use reduction as quantified by LEED water efficiency standards. 

(Unanimously approved) 

EXISTING BUILDINGS: 

3)
All existing City of Raleigh buildings and facilities should use the US Green Building Council’s LEED Green Building Rating System for Existing Buildings (LEED - EB) as a guide.  The application of these standards is intended to maximize sustainability benefits within existing resources and provide a means of benchmarking environmental and financial performance improvements in City practices. 

Certification of existing buildings under LEED - EB should be evaluated for technical and economic feasibility and pursued at the highest feasible level of certification on a case-by-case basis as funding and resources are available. 

(Unanimously approved) 

Other Suggestions: 

1) Building efficiency standards should be reviewed annually based on 
actual performance data to determine if standards should be revised. 

2) The City of Raleigh should consider ways to include sustainability 
incentives in private development, 

Denny Murphy, Chair 

John Bums, Vice-Chair 

Stanford Baird 

Alvaro Casella 

Bob Mosher 

Hampton Pitts 

Benson Kirkman 

Dona Stankus 

Tommy Craven 


Respectfully submitted by the Environmental Advisory Board 

April 17, 2008 

Mr. Murphy stated they would like to request that they be allowed to move forward, they would come up with a list of items to submit to the Council something along the lines of a work plan.  Mayor Meeker talked about the goal the City set on fuel efficiency pointing out he felt it would be good to see the status of where were are on that, and also talked about the price of gas and what the City is doing and what is necessary to adjust to meet the high cost of gas.

City Manager Allen pointed out this is all consistent with what other cities are doing.  We are incorporating most of this in our practices and he has no problems with the recommendations.  Mr. Crowder pointed out he is a big proponent of improved energy efficiency, etc. but suggested putting the item in Budget & Economic Development Committee to look at it more closely.  In response to questioning from Mr. Crowder, Mr. Murphy talked about the 10,000 gross square feet and where that came from.  Mr. Murphy stated the City’s capital projects that have been untaken in the past few years fall into that range and they wanted to fit it to those projects without putting too much burden on the City.  It was agreed that the item would go to Budget and Economic Development Committee.
Mr. Stephenson talked about Nashville’s program pointing out they have developed their own system.  He talked about their own type certification program, no other action was taken. 

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE RALEIGH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

RALEIGH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE – QUARTERLY REPORT JANUARY THROUGH MARCH 2008 – RECEIVED

Council members received in their agenda packet the quarter report outlining the City’s marketing and economic development program efforts of the Greater Raleigh Chamber of Commerce for the period of January through March 2008.  Adrianne Cole was at the meeting pointing out she would be glad to answer questions.  She talked about their web site, the upcoming opening of Optimal Technologies and the number of projects in the pipeline.  The report was received without comment.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – JOINT VENTURE RENTAL – VARIOUS ACTIONS APPROVED

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends approval to fund the Autumn Springs Apartments, 48 elderly units at $850,000.  These units will benefit 12 individuals or families earning less than 30% AMI.

The Committee recommends providing additional funds for the Wakefield Manor Affordable Housing Development which consists of 96 elderly units with the additional funding being $200,000.

The Committee also recommends the approval of transfer of funds to cover these recommendations.

The Committee recommends postponing funding decisions relating to George's Mews, 701 East Franklin Street and Murphey School Apartments.

On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Koopman absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 389 TF 90.

CAC STRUCTURE – TO BE PLACED ON MAY 20TH AGENDA

The Committee developed issues and recommendations relative to the Citizens Advisory Councils for discussion by the Council in its retreat scheduled for May 2, 2008.  Therefore, the item should be removed from the agenda.  

Mayor Meeker stated the Budget & Economic Development Committee has gone through this and has come up with three separate drafts of the 8 items as listed below:

1.
Purpose.  To receive information about and make recommendations on (a) issues of neighborhood quality, (b) existing or new public facilities, (c) planning and zoning decisions, (d) citizen involvement through neighborhoods, and (e) other matters related to City services or projects. 

2.
Members.  Each resident is automatically a member of a Council. Neighborhood associations and homeowner and tenant groups will be asked to send at least one resident to each meeting. Each Council will elect its own officers, including a president. 

3.
Boundaries.  Neighborhood Councils’ boundaries will be based on neighborhoods and communities of interest. Boundaries are subject to City Council approval based upon recommendations of the presidents. 

4.
Meetings.  The meeting agenda will be set by the Council president and the meeting, unless otherwise agreed, will be held monthly. The meetings should be designed to be informative, interesting and focus on issues of interest to each Council. 

5.
Staff Support.  The City of Raleigh shall provide staff support to each Neighborhood Council in the form of (a) noticing of meetings by mail and e-mail, including c-mails to neighborhood and homeowner groups, (b) assisting with Website content, (c) inviting speakers and gathering requested information, (d) providing guidance on how to access City services and to provide input on projects, and (e) helping generally within the resources budgeted. 

6.
Presidents’ Meeting.  The presidents will meet once a month, unless otherwise agreed, and shall discuss reports and recommendations of each Council. The presidents may make recommendations to the City Council from time to time by majority vote. Individual Neighborhood Councils may also report to the City Council. 

7.
Budget.  The City Council shall include appropriate funding for the Neighborhood Councils as part of each annual operating budget. The presidents shall recommend a budget by mid-May each year. Neighborhood Council leaders will be encouraged to participate in City leadership programs. 

8.
Neighborhood Grants.  The Neighborhood Councils, through a committee, shall make recommendations to the City Council for neighborhood grants each May. 

He suggested holding the item and placing it on the May 20 agenda as a special item and if any Council member has comments, questions or additions to please let him know in the next two weeks.  Mr. West asked when we were going to get input from the community or the citizens and a dialogue took place as to the feeling that we needed to have something on the table to get comments about.  Mr. Crowder expressed concern that the Council had not set down across the table with the CAC or RCAC, what #7 means, that is what is appropriate funding with Mayor Meeker pointing out that is wide open was discussed.  Mr. West talked about further discussion in terms of the major players again pointing out we do not have input from those who do not participate and he feels that is very important.  He stated the structure piece is not included in these points and he doesn’t see the RCAC role in the process as it relates to decision making.  He questioned whether this is going to be local in the approach, and put forth the feeling that we need to put some meat on the bones, need to get additional input, need to involved everyone.  Mayor Meeker talked about #2 addressing neighborhood associations and the attempt to reach out.  Other points of discussion about giving a budget to Human Resources to support the CACs but not necessarily giving individual CACs a budget.  Mr. Stephenson talked about the Institute of Government presentation which named several models and may be we should have some discussion about best practices.  Mr. Crowder talked about the St. Paul model pointing out each CAC is a 501(3)(C).  They have their own budget, they can go out and get additional funds and grants, he just does not feel we have dug deep enough into this process.  
Mayor Meeker talked about concern in budgeting for each CAC that is a different level of funding.  He talked about the need to provide a central staff for the CAC but not each individual CAC.  Mr. West talked about the local CACs knowing the problems and the fact that we need to get input from everyone to make the best decision.  He reflected on the history, talked about the go to people, how to budget, the differences in the CACs, the fact that the Council hadn’t decided on a mission or a vision for the CACs, how the St. Paul model works, and the need for additional information.  Staff was asked to provide information on the St. Paul model with Mr. West again pointing out the need to get as much input as possible to make the best decision.  He talked about the possibility of asking Community Services to give their input as to their vision for the CACs.  City Manager Allen pointed out he has shared his vision time and time again.  The Council needs to give the staff directions.  Tell the staff what the Council wants to accomplish and staff could provide some information.  He pointed out the staff has provided their vision including the need to have a neighborhood base, organization, etc.  Mr. West again pointed out we need to get input from the CAC leadership, get some feedback from those not involved in the process and then come up with one shared vision.  It was agreed to place the item on the next agenda for further consideration.
RIVERTOWNE SUBDIVISION – ACQUISITION OF LAND – APPROVED

Mr. Crowder reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee in closed session by unanimous vote recommends the acquisition of 49.27 acres located in the Rivertowne Subdivision from Buffalo Park, LLC.  The City will purchase 41.53 acres for $1,495,080 with 7.74 acres being dedicated by the owners.  This property will be used for future greenway and park site.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Crowder moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Koopman absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

GREENWAY EXCHANGE – VILLAGE AT BEDFORD FALLS – NEUSE RIVER – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

Mr. Crowder reported the Real Estate Committee in closed session by unanimous vote recommends approving the request to exchange a greenway easement of 2,777 square feet from Lot 2743 and 235 square feet from Lot 274, 5.602 acres of land owned by Bedford at Falls River HOA to fulfill the City’s need for additional parking and access to greenway trails.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Crowder moved the recommendation be upheld. His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Koopman absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 541.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

REZONING Z-12-08/SSP-1-08 – HINSDALE STREET CONDITIONAL USE – APPROVED

Chairperson McFarlane reported the Comprehensive Plan Committee recommends upholding the Planning Commission's recommendation for approval of Z-12-08 as outlined in CR #11183 and SSP-1-08 - Hinsdale Street Streetscape and Parking Plan dated April 28, 2008.  On behalf of the Committee, Ms. McFarlane moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Koopman absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 391 ZC 620.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

ENCROACHMENT – 1809 MCDONALD LANE – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

Chairperson Isley reported the Law and Public Safety Committee recommends approval of a standard encroachment agreement with the additional following condition:  "The fence shall be offset in a westerly direction no less than 10 feet from the back of existing curb, and shall be constructed and located in such a manner to cause no damage to the existing 15-20’ caliper oak tree at the southeast corner of the property” for 1809 McDonald Lane.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Isley moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Koopman absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

PARKS MASTER PLAN PROCESS – STUDY APPROVED – FUNDS APPROPRIATED

Chairperson Stephenson reported the Public Work Committee recommends approval of a proposal submitted by the North Carolina State University Natural Resources and Leadership Institute and the Department of Parks, Recreation and Resource Management to conduct an evaluation of the City’s park master planning processes.  The cost for the study will be $3,000 with funding available through Council Contingency.  The goal of the evaluation will be how, to what degree, and to what end citizens participate in decisions regarding the scope and character of future park sites.  A copy of the proposal was in the agenda packet.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Stephenson moved the recommendation be upheld.  City Manger Allen pointed out the cost of the study is a little over $20,000.  We have the majority of the funding available but we need to take about $3,000 from City Council contingency.  Mr. Stephenson moved approval of the recommendation with the clarification from the City Manager.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Koopman absent and excused).  See Ordinance 389 TF 90.  (Clerk’s Note:  It was later determined the funding recommendation was incorrect so no transfer was recorded)
STREET CLOSING – CITY OF OAKS MARATHON – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

Mr. Stephenson reported the Public Works Committee recommends approval as recommended by staff the closing of various streets in the vicinity of Centennial Campus on Sunday, November 2, 2008, from 7:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. for the City of Oaks Marathon according to conditions as outlined in the staff memorandum dated April 7, 2008.  It is understood that race participants will be out of the downtown area by 8:00 a.m. and out of the Clark Avenue vicinity by 8:45 a.m.  A copy of the memorandum was in the agenda packet.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Stephenson moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Koopman absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

LEESVILLE ROAD IMPROVEMENTS – FUNDING FOR PLANNING – REFERRED TO BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Mr. Stephenson asked about the possibility of putting some money in the budget for planning and right-of-way acquisition for the Leesville Road extension.  He stated this was a bond item and it had to be delayed.  He asked if we could get some early planning money or funding in place.  Mayor Meeker suggested the issue be referred to the Budget and Economic Development Committee.  The item was so referred.

SIGN – VISITORS CENTER RALEIGH CITY MUSEUM – REFERRED TO THE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

Ms. Baldwin pointed out the Convention and Bureau is helping fund information center at the Raleigh City Museum.  She stated a lack of signage at the visitors center is causing some problems.  She asked about the possibility of putting a banner outside of Raleigh City Museum to see if that would help people find the location.  Without discussion, the item was referred to the Law and Public Safety Committee.

AIRPORT – BUS SERVICE FROM AIRPORT TO THE CITY – REPORT REQUESTED

Mayor Meeker talked about the problem of no bus service to and from the RDU airport.  People are surprised to find that is not available.  He asked if we could get a report from Triangle Transit and our staff as to when and how that could be made possible.  City Manager Allen pointed out he feels the report needs to come from the Raleigh Durham Airport Authority.  He stated he understands they are exploring providing shuttle service for conventions and that report will be forthcoming.  Mayor Meeker stated he is talking about every day access to and from the airport pointing out he does not understand why that is so complicated.  He would like to have a report on the best way to move ahead with that service. City Manager Allen pointed out it may be good to have the Airport Authority and TTA to share some of those analysis.  City Manager Allen pointed out there is difficulty based on multiple stops, multiple locations, etc.  The fact that there are internal shuttles was talked about.  After brief discussion it was agreed to ask staff to provide a report and then the Council could decide how to move ahead.
HALL OF FAME – COST OVERRUNS – REFERRED TO BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Mayor Meeker indicated he has received a letter from Hall of Fame representatives requesting help with the unanticipated cost overruns with the new exhibit at the convention center.  Without discussion the item was referred to Budget & Economic Development Committee.
WATER CONSERVATION ADVISORY BOARD

Ms. McFarlane pointed out the Water Conservation Council has put together a list for the Water Conservation Advisory Board.  Those members include Bill Holman, Mary Brice, Vic d’Amato, Jennifer Platt, Brian McCrodden, Sid Miller, Norman Camp and Ed Buchan.  Brief discussion took place on the charge to this group with it being pointed out they will be developing trigger points to go from one stage to another stage, work with the industry in developing more equity in a drought situation, look at some coordination on a state wide basis so everyone knows that the different stages mean, etc.  Ms. Baldwin pointed out the group will start meeting in a week or so.  Mr. Isley questioned if we have industry people on the Advisory Board with it being pointed out it was felt it was best to bring in industry experts as needed.  Mr. Isley argued that the industry experts should be in on all of the discussion and compared it to the Tree Conservation Task Force and the make up of that and how having the industry people on board all along help make for a better ordinance.  The possibility of including Mr. Bland on the Advisory Board was talked about with it again being pointed out it was felt it was best to have experts come in as needed.  Mr. Isley expressed concern pointing out he is just trying to avoid any overreaction or backlash if the industry personnel are not included and involved all along.  Mr. Crowder talked about people who are experts in different areas and pointed out he hopes that this group is going to be looking at more than conservation measures.  
City Manager Allen talked about the group looking at mandatory year around provisions.  He talked about the mandatory stage one, concern about irrigation one day a week, lost of revenue, need for revenue, and pointed out the Council had directed staff to bring a proposed Stage 3 and he hopes that will occur at the May 20 meeting.  

Mr. Crowder questioned the status of the tiered rates and question.  He also pointed out at a recent City Council meeting, he had asked that the Council have a special item on flushing of lines and that had not occurred.  The City Manager and the City Clerk indicated they thought that information on flushing of lines had been provided and considered at a recent Council meeting and they would provide that information to Mr. Crowder.

NOISE ORDINANCE – SPECIAL USE PERMITS – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Crowder asked if there is a need to reevaluate some of our permits for street events and talked about a recent occurrence in the Glenwood South Oberlin Road area.  He pointed out the person who was concerned about the loud noises did call the police and complained but they were told there was nothing the City could do about the noise as a permit had been issued.  City Manager Allen pointed out he is familiar with the situation, Councilor Stephenson brought it to his attention.  He pointed out the City generally has off-duty police officers during these special use events and if a problem occurs we can communicate with the sponsors.  Evidently there was some problem or some miscommunication here.  He stated we have those events in the Glenwood South and Downtown area often and he thinks everything works nicely.  There was some miscommunication but the City is working on that.  Mr. Crowder questioned if the special use permit provisions outweigh the sound ordinance with City Attorney McCormick indicating that is correct.  No other action was taken.

HILLSBOROUGH STREET PARTNERSHIP – RECOMMENDATIONS – REFERRED TO THE BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Mr. Crowder stated he would yield his time to Paul Blankenship.  Brief discussion took place as to why a citizen is being added under Council concerns with the Mayor pointing out he would allow it this time only.
Paul Blankenship presented Council members with a letter from Donna Bailey, President of the University Park Homeowners Association, which has been a Board member of the Hillsborough Street Partnership since the partnership was formed some 8 years ago.  The Association has participated throughout the planning process and continuing to do so.  During that process they had repeatedly recommended that the side streets going north from Hillsborough Street be included in these improvements.  As the plans have progressed, they have seem that these side streets have not been included.  While they have not seem any detailed cost estimates for inclusion of these streets it would be a small percentage of the overall cost and add greatly to the transitioning of the Hillsborough experience from the commercial district into the residential district.  As it stands now all improvements will end within a few inches or feet of the Hillsborough Street fronting facades.  He presented a list of requests to be included in the Hillsborough Street improvement project and ranking.  The projects include work on Chamberlain Street, Pogue Street, Horne Street, Logan Street, Enterprise Street, Maiden Lane, Ferndale Lane and Gardner Street.  Without discussion the item was referred to Budget & Economic Development Committee.

APPOINTMENTS

The City Clerk reported the following results of the ballot vote:

Fair Housing Hearing Board – One Vacancy – No nominees.
Substance Abuse Advisory Commission – Two Vacancies – No nominees

Telecommunications Commission – One Vacancy – David Clegg – 6 (Crowder, Stephenson, Baldwin, West, Meeker, Isley)

David Clegg was appointed to the Telecommunications Commission and the other items will be carried over to the next meeting.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT ROLLS – VARIOUS – RESOLUTION SETTING HEARING ADOPTED

The following preliminary assessment roll(s) were presented.  Adoption, which would set a public hearing to consider confirmation of cost on Tuesday, June 3, 2008, was recommended.

Sidewalk AR 378 - Sidewalk Repairs Various Locations.
Sewer AR 1328 - Westgate Road Annexation Area (PU 2005-7).

Mayor Meeker moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Koopman absent and excused).  The Mayor rule the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolutions 542 and 543.
MINUTES – APRIL 15, 2008 – APPROVED

Council Members received in their agenda packet copies of the April 15, 2008 Council meeting.  Mayor Meeker moved approval as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Koopman absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
TAX – RESOLUTION – APPROVED

A proposed resolution adjusting, rebating or refunding penalties, exemptions and relieving interest for late listing of property for ad valorem taxes was in the agenda packet.  Adoption was recommended.  Mayor Meeker moved approval as recommended.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Koopman absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 544.

CLOSED SESSION – HELD

Mayor Meeker stated a motion is in order to enter closed session pursuant to NCGS143-318.11(a)(3) and (5) to consult with the City Attorney and give directions to him regarding the following matters:  an update on a potential claim against the City and Worker Compensation settlement.  Mayor Meeker moved approval as read.  His motion was seconded by Ms. McFarlane and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Koopman absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  The Council went into closed session at 3:45 p.m.

The Council reconvened in open session at 4:04 p.m.  The Mayor announced that the Council advised the City Attorney and Staff on the two matters and announced the meeting recessed until 7:00 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk

jt/CC05-06-08

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular reconvened meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 6, 2008 in the City Council Chamber of the Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 West Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina with all Council Members present with the exception of Mr. Koopman who had been excused during the afternoon section of the meeting.  The Mayor called the meeting to order and the following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

PROCLAMATION – YOUTH GANG AWARENESS AND PREVENTION MONTH

Ricardo Prez talked about the history of the Youth Gang and Awareness Prevention Month, went over information on proclamations that have been issued by Mayors in Wake County, activities taking place in May and future efforts.  He stated the Wake County Gang Prevention Partnership was organized in 2004 and has some 70 partners.  He introduced the co-chairs Gibbie Harris, Wake County Human Services, Hilton Cancel, Retired Law Enforcement, Senekia Weeks, the only full time employee.  He recognized Kristen Rosselli pointing out she went above the call of duty and gave her a plaque for a job well done.  He stated Abeni El-amin of the Raleigh Human Relations Commission has been involved and he thought she would be at the meeting.  He went through the activities, their efforts to get additional partners, funding in the form of grants at the State and Federal level, talked about involvement of other groups such as boy scouts, the city’s graffiti removal team and gave numbers to which people can report suspected gang violence, etc.
Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation for the work being done.

REQUEST AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

TENNIS PROGRAM – LADDER RULES – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Judy Tseng, Nancy Griffin, Larry Jones and Kyle Corbin had requested permission to discuss the Parks and Recreation Tennis Program and suggest changes to the tennis ladder rules. 

Judy Tseng presented the following prepared statement:
Good evening, everyone. My name is Judy Tseng and my law practice is located in north Raleigh.  I’m here not only as Nancy Griffin’s attorney, but also as one of her supporters.  Ms. Griffin has been facing an uphill battle as an avid, female tennis player within the 
City of Raleigh’s Parks & Recreation tennis program.  For the sake of time, I’ll focus on the immediate problem. 

Within the tennis ladder, participants are supposed to challenge each other for a match.  Each participant’s overall ranking depends on the outcome of these matches, and more points are gained if player beats someone who is higher-ranked.  Only the top 8 participants get to take part in the City of Raleigh tennis tournament.  Unfortunately, some men within the tennis ladder have been refusing or ignoring Ms. Griffin’s challenges.  Ms. Griffin has heard comments from male tennis players who say their wives might get jealous if they play tennis with her, or they say they don’t like her style of playing yet turn around and accept challenges from men who have a similar style.  Men have told her that they don’t have time to play against her, but then they turn around and schedule matches readily with other male participants. 

All Ms. Griffin asks for is that there be an additional provision in the tennis ladder rules, so that if someone refuses a challenge, then he or she would concede points automatically to the challenger. 

THIS WORDING ALREADY IS IN THE RULES FOR A PLAYER WHO AGREES TO PLAY BUT THEN DOESN’T SHOW UP, SO IT WILL TAKE VIRTUALLY NO TIME AT ALL TO ADD IN THIS WORDING FOR REFUSALS TO PLAY.  IN FACT, THIS CHANGE ALREADY HAD BEEN MADE A FEW YEARS AGO BUT WAS REMOVED. 

This CHANGE is fair, reasonable, and would be in line with the rules in place in many other tennis ladders in this area and across the country.  How can there be fair competition within a sport when participants can refuse to compete against others yet suffer no repercussions?  Ms. Griffin has voiced her complaints multiple times to Scott Payne and David Bell of the tennis program for more than a year, with no substantive response, other than “You are getting plenty of opportunities to ploy tennis.”  The Asst. City Attorney analogized it to kids not wanting to play with other kids on a playground.  We finally were able to get a meeting with Scott Payne and a representative of Parks and Recreation on April 21st, but again, no response despite Mr. Payne’s statement that Ms. Griffin would have a response by the middle of the following week. 

As things currently stand, no one seems to want to make a simple, cost-free change that would make the tennis program fair for everyone, not just for Nancy Griffin, and not just for women tennis players.  No one seems to care.  The City of Raleigh is obviously turning a blind eye to the discrimination going on within the publicly funded tax program.  Ms. Griffin is a taxpaying citizen of Raleigh, North Carolina.  She pays to play in the Cy of Raleigh’s tennis program, which also is the beneficiary of federal funds -- according to the Dept. of the Interior, Raleigh’s Parks & Recreation Dept. has received over $1.8 million in federal funding, 

Ms. Griffin didn’t want to make this a gender issue; although it is clear that the way she has been treated has been largely due to her gender.  She’s concerned about fair play and equal opportunity for everyone who may want to take part in the City’s tennis ladder. 

Imagine if someone of another minority group wanted to participate in a government funded activity, yet people within discriminated against that person and thwarted his or her attempts to participate fully?   That is government acquiescence to discrimination, and that is illegal. 

Our demand is nothing grandiose, and it won’t even cost anything.  We ask simply for a very slight addition to the tennis ladder rules to ensure that rampant discrimination will not take place within the program.  Thank you. 

City Attorney McCormick stated he sees no legal issues.  It is a policy issue, there are no entitlements, and pointed out he thinks Ms. Griffin has filed a complaint with the Department of Interior.  Mayor Meeker questioned if it would be helpful to send this to the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board.  City Manager Allen pointed out staff has reviewed some options and he would be glad to provide information to the Council as soon as it is reviewed by the City Attorney.  City Attorney McCormick pointed out at one time what is being asked by these people was put into play but the majority of the players did not find that acceptable so it reverted back to the current policy.  He pointed out it is a Parks Department policy.  City Manager Allen pointed out the City has goals for the tennis ladder and the City’s goals do not match Ms. Griffin’s goals and that is regrettable.  
Kyle Corbin, 4521 Drexel Drive, pointed out he is a professional tennis official and an amateur player.  He had played on the same ladder for a number of years and he encountered some of the same problems Ms. Griffin has encountered therefore they are asking for a change that is universal.  He stated when he first heard about this problem he was astonished that the problem exists.  He questioned why a woman would be placed on a man’s tennis ladder.  He talked about how the sport is divided up into groups based on age, gender, etc., and how the tennis ladder works.  He stated a penalty needs to be in place so that when someone refuses to play someone else on that same ladder that they are penalized.  He talked about how it works on other tennis ladders.
Nancy Griffin presented the following prepared statement:

I am Nancy Griffin. (feet God has placed me before you tonight to stand with fortitude and courage not only far myself, but for others who lack the fortitude and courage to come forward and report incidents similar to the ones I have tolerated and expressed over (he last few years. I am here to follow upon a letter that I sent regarding a City of Raleigh Parks and Recreation tennis-ladder Issue dated February 17, 20DB. This letter was sent certified, return receipt requested, to the following city officials: David Bell, Scott Payne, Jack Duncan1 Russell Allen, Charles Meeker, Mike Easley, and others, all of whom ignored the letter. As of the time of hiring my lawyer Judy Tseng In mid-March, I had no response from any of them. 

I am requesting that a simple change be made to the rules of the City of Raleigh tennis-ladder program that will ensure fair play for all participants. 

I would first like to discuss my history here. 

-I have played on the Men’s 4.5 tennis ladder since Fall 1009 because there is not an adequate women’s ladder for my level of play as a 5.0 woman.  I was accepted and had few if any Issues with participants accepting my challenges in the first two years, during which time I finished in 2nd place twice, but after a year’s break from Spring 2002 to Summer 2003, I was denied the opportunity to sign up for the same ladder in Summer 2003 by all city officials up to Russell Allen. With the advice of an ACLU attorney, I petitioned the city of Raleigh to get back on the ladder, something I never should have had to do. 

-I joined the ladder again for Fall 2003, and very soon after in the Winter ladder 2003, I began to have problems with participants accepting my challenges. Some reasons included “I have a jealous wife’ and ‘I hear you make people run too much”. 

-In a forum that Ken Glanville (ladder coordinator at the time) held In 2004 for interested participants to discuss this issue, Ken and I were the only ones to show up, so we established the 24-point rule that would compensate a participant when another participant fiat-out refused a challenge or when evidence showed a lack of Integrity in scheduling a match. 

-That rule was put into place in 2004. 

-I continued to have issues with participants rejecting my challenges here and there. When the number of these rejections began to escalate just after I won the ladder in Spring 2006, I had the rule enforced on someone who refused to play me. 

-Soon after, Millbrook Exchange staff sent out a poll where participants voted to remove the rule In Summer 2006. 

-After I met with Scott Payne in late August 2006 regarding this issue, he and I agreed that I would see how things went without the rule, and if there were still problems, we would look at it again. 

-In the Summer 2007 ladder, a high percentage of participants just ignored my challenges.  I missed opportunities to gain points and advance higher up the ladder.  I began keeping detailed records of my challenges and printouts of the on-line ladder. 

-In a response dated September 27, 2007, to a letter I sent about this issue to Scott Payne on July31 (almost two months earlier), he completely ignored the issue I was expressing.  He stated that the ladder is only recreational and not competitive and that according to statistics I was getting enough tennis as compared to other participants.  This response was uncompassionate and completely ignored my complaint that participants were ignoring my challenges, something that could hinder my opportunity to play, compete, and get points to advance up the ladder, as well as setting the stage for discrimination.  

-In the Fall 2007 ladder I have evidence to show that I missed opportunities to gain points and advance up the ladder because of men giving me the runaround in trying to schedule matches. 

-In the Winter 2007 ladder I was clearly hindered from fully advancing up the ladder, and I have e-mails where men flat-out refused my challenges for unacceptable reasons. 

-In late November 2007 I did request a meeting with Russell Allen to discuss the issue, but he rejected my request to meet with him, figuratively slamming the door in my face. 

As stated in my letter of February 17, 2008, it is apparent based on my evidence that the participants in the tennis ladder program are not being given a fair opportunity to gain entry into and get their best possible draw in the tournament.  I know participants cannot be forced to accept a match; however, those who initiate challenges should not be penalized for another participant’s unwillingness to accept a challenge for whatever the reason may be.  I know some of you may not agree with my word penalize, but as I state to you the facts and points of interest I am sure you will agree that the rule needs to be fixed in order to reflect the “spirit of the ladder”.

Currently the Raleigh ladder rule is:

“If a player cancels for any reason (including sickness and emergencies) within 24 horns, their opponent may record a 6-0, 6-0 win if they choose.’ 

Refusing or Ignoring challenges should have the same rule.  It’s just that simple. 

Fact 1:
The recreational ladder Is based on a point system: the higher the point total, the higher the ranking. 

Fact 2:
The only way to gain points Is to play matches. 

Fact 3:
No participant can be forced to play matches, although it is encouraged to play. 

Fact 4:
No points are awarded for challenges not accepted or Ignored. 

Fact 5:
There is evidence of participants refusing to accept challenges made and of participants ignoring challenges. 

With these facts in mind and the issues I have expressed, I am requesting that you apply the 24-hour cancellation rule that already is in place to the situation of refused or ignored challenges.  A 6-0, 6-0 win may be recorded by the challenger if the challenged player cannot or will not cooperate in establishing a date and time within a two week period to play a match.  In all fairness, having this rule in place will preserve the integrity of the sport we so dearly love, regardless of the circumstances in which we play matches, competitively or recreationally. 

Furthermore, having this rule in place would nullify the issue of discrimination of any form.  Regardless of whether a match is played or defaulted, the challenging party will still gain some benefit without being subjected to any biases or prejudices. 

Apex, Gary, Rocky Mount, and other surrounding cities all have this type of rule in place, which shows that a rule is needed to keep a high level of integrity among the participants. 

I hope that we can all come to agreement that what is being asked for here is not far-fetched and is in the best interest of all parties involved. 

Most of all, I would like to express that the challenge for a participant in this tennis ladder program should come from competing in tennis matches with different people and different styles of play, NOT from struggling simply to schedule matches at all.  I don’t believe that struggling to get matches scheduled is what the overall spirit of this tennis challenge ladder is all about.  Do you?

Thank you for your time! 

During her presentation, the Mayor asked her to summarize on several occasions and a gentleman from the audience asked that she be allowed to continue pointing out this is the problem she has continually run into during her quest to be heard and explained her concerns.  Administration was asked to provide a report on any options that are being considered.

SP-9-08 - FEE-IN-LIEU – 5206 LUNDY DRIVE – DENIED

Adam Chelaifa, Salambo Properties, LLC, was at the meeting to request permission to make a fee in lieu payment over a 10-year period relating to 5206 Lundy Drive.  He pointed out he has to pay $8,428.17 to cover the upgrading of this portion of Lundy Drive pointing out the payment is associated with the development of the property on which he proposes to construct a duplex.  The property is currently occupied by a trailer (SP-9-08, transaction #205237).  He stated he just cannot afford to make this payment in a lump sum but the City will not release any permits until it is paid.  City Manager Allen pointed out the fees-in-lieu of are due when the building permit is requested.  He stated the City Council has not allowed a payment plan unless it is a nonprofit.  No action was taken. 
UNFIT BUILDING – 619 CUMBERLAND STREET – NO ACTION TAKEN

Raymond Kelly was at the meeting to request an extension of time to complete repairs at 619 Cumberland Street.  He stated he does not know what he has to do to get the repairs taken care of.  He is not even sure why he is at the meeting.  He was told he had to come.  

Inspections Director Strickland indicated an inspection was done on November and numerous code violations were found.  In January there was a hearing and the City staff went over the various violations and nothing was done.  On April 15, the Council adopted an ordinance declaring the property unfit.  As of April 30 there is no power in the house, the occupant has been told to move no later than June 1.  Once he moves out he has a year to do the repairs.  The comments were received and no further action taken.

ANNEXATION PETITION/PUBLIC DEDICATION – WELLINGTON DOWNS – TO BE PLACED ON MAY 20 AGENDA

Attorney Isabel Worthy Mattox pointed out Council members had received information in their agenda packet relative to the City Council approving the acceptance of a right-of-way deed an annexation petition for property known as Wellington Downs Drive which is in the Raleigh Exterritorial Jurisdiction, they proposed that this approval be conditioned upon the property subdivision of the property under S-19-07.  The petitioner has submitted an application for subdivision of the 3.25 acre tract of land with frontage on Plaza Pines Avenue and Wellington Downs Drive.  The proposed subdivision includes 4 lots ranging in size from 1.147 acres to .66 acres, three of which front on Wellington Downs Drive.  The subdivision property, Wellington Downs Drive and the property to the immediate east and west constitute a small donut hole surrounded by the City of Raleigh.  Although a plat was recorded in 1967 with an implied offer of dedication, Wellington Downs Drive has never been accepted for maintenance by NCDOT.  The City has never accepted the road for maintenance because it has never been in the City.  The petitioners immediate interest is to facilitate its proposed subdivision by making Wellington Down Drive into a city public street on which three of its proposed lots will front.  The larger public interest will also be served by bringing this property into the City and accepting the right-of-way dedication.  Such an action will empower the City to accept control over the road and will allow it to be opened up to provide access from the Wellington Commons and Layton Glen neighborhoods to Pleasant Pines Drive and Lynn Road.  The residents of these neighborhoods must drive or walk south on Hammersmith Drive and then onto Pleasant Grove Church Road to reach Pleasant Pines and then to Lynn Road.  If the cul-de-sac is opened it will result in time savings and increased convenience for these residents.  It was pointed out the petitioner will still be required to go through the infill public hearing process relating to S-19-07.  City Manager Allen pointed out Attorney Mattox has discussed this with the City Attorney and DOT and they think it is a good solution.  The right-of-way will be dedicated by deed.  
Mayor Meeker stated he understands the adjacent land owner does not support this solution.  He questioned if they will be given notice of what is being proposed.  Attorney Mattox pointed out there are three houses that may have some objections.  She talked about the history of this process.  Whether there would be any public notice or a public hearing on accepting the street or annexation of the property other than the applicant was talked about.  Various Council members expressed concern about the lack of notice to surrounding property owners.  It was agreed to hold the item and ask the City Attorney to write a letter to the adjacent property owners advising them of the request giving them 10 days to make a response and to place the item on the May 20 agenda to receive a report from the City Attorney as to whether he has received any comments and to further consider the request.
UNFIT BUILDING – 1120 SOUTH BLOODWORTH STREET – WITHDRAWN

Roderick Hodge had requested permission to discuss a violation letter relating to 1120 South Bloodworth Street.  The City Clerk reported the item has been withdrawn.

CHAVIS HEIGHTS – VARIOUS CONCERNS – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Welton Jones talked about his efforts relating to the P-51 Mustang at Chavis Heights.  He stated he had asked someone to come and walk the tract at Chavis Heights pointing out it is poor condition.  He stated he was at a recent meeting and this came up and Diane Sauer of the Parks Department met him out there, walked the tract and the tract is now being fixed.  He expressed appreciation.  Mr. Jones pointed out he went to the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board about getting an airplane placed back at Chavis Heights.  They did not agree with what he wanted.  He talked about the history of his request and the need to have a plane at Chavis Heights to honor the Tuskegee airmen.  Mayor Meeker questioned if there is a plane available and if one is being offered to the City.  Mr. Jones said give him a couple of weeks and he would be back and let the Council know if he has found one.  Mr. West stated he heard some mention of liability questions with Mr. Jones talking about the liability, the training, etc.  He stated he would see if he could find a plane.  Mr. Jones pointed out on June 15, Margaret Rosemary will be holding her regular Method Day event.  He stated last year he set up police and fire recruiting tables.  He would love to do that again but pointed out there is a charge of about $35 and questioned if the City would pay for that.  Mayor Meeker suggested Mr. Jones give him a call and the Mayor would arrange for payment out of his campaign funds.

MATTERS SCHEDULES FOR PUBLIC HEARING

ANNEXATION – PLANTATION POINT SUBDIVISION/RURITANIA STREET AND SUMNER BOULEVARD – HEARING – RESOLUTION AND ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the petitioned annexation of property known as Plantation Point Subdivision and Ruritania Street and Sumner Boulevard rights-of-way.  If following the hearing Council wishes to proceed, it would be appropriate to adopt an ordinance annexing the property effective June 30, 2008, and a resolution placing the property in Council Electoral District B.  The Mayor opened the hearing no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of an ordinance annexing the property and a resolution placing the property in the appropriate electoral district.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Koopman absent and excused).  See Ordinance 395 and Resolution 545.

STC-2-08 – UNNAMED ALLEY OFF GLENWOOD AVENUE – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider the permanent closing of an unnamed alley off 2001 Glenwood Avenue.  The hearing is pursuant to petition, resolution of intent, advertisement and notification as required by law.  (STC-2-08).  The Mayor opened the hearing.  The applicant spoke in spport of the closing.  James Stephenson 2005 Glenwood Avenue questioned the disposition of the land.  City Attorney McCormick indicated once an alley or street is closed the property reverts equally to the property owners on either side.  Brief discussion took place with it being pointed out there are no utilities in this particular part of the street.  Mr. Crowder questioned if it is in the Historic District with it being pointed out it is not.  No one else asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the closing as outlined by staff.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Koopman absent and excused).  See Resolution 546.

SIDEWALK REPAIRS – 3201 HILLSBOROUGH STREET – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider sidewalk repairs at 3201 Hillsborough Street (Tax ID 0044621).  The estimated cost is $3,481.20.  If following the hearing the Council wishes to proceed, it would be appropriate to adopt a resolution directing the work which will be assessed at 100% of the actual cost to the adjacent property owner in accordance with Code Section 6-2023.  The Mayor opened the hearing, no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. West moved adoption of a resolution directing the repairs as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Koopman absent and excused).  See Resolution 545.

SIDEWALK INSTALLATION – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING; RESOLUTION DIRECTING INSTALLATIONS ON SOUTH STREET, BARRETT DRIVE, NEW BERN AVENUE AND MILLBROOK ROAD; CAPITAL BOULEVARD AND CREEDMOOR ROAD – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

This was a hearing to consider the following sidewalk installations with assessments to apply at a rate of $6 per foot.  The Mayor opened the hearing on each location.

CAPITAL BOULEVARD – CALVARY DRIVE TO SPRING FOREST ROAD (EAST SIDE)

Tyndall Whisnant, Public Storage, pointed out his company owns property at 6220 Creedmoor Road and 4920 Capital Boulevard.  He stated the properties in these two locations developed without sidewalks, they do not feel sidewalks serve any purpose and if sidewalks are installed the cost should be borne by the general public.  He stated they are not necessarily opposed to the sidewalk but are concerned about the arbitrary assessment of their property.
SOUTH STREET – BLOUNT STREET TO PERSON STREET 

Carl Holton pointed out he owns property on South Street.  He talked about the location of the stairs being so close to the street and pointed out he fears the installation of a sidewalk would result in the stairs being steep, his 80 year old mother would not be able to maneuver them.  He is also concerned about the cost to revamp the stairs.  City Engineer Lynn Rainer pointed out they have made adjustments to make sure that the sidewalk will stay off of the stairs and brick wall therefore there should be no problem.

BARRETT DRIVE AT SIX FORKS ROAD INTERSECTION BOTH SIDES

No one asked to be heard

NEW BERN AVENUE – TRAWICK ROAD TO NEW HOPE ROAD BOTH SIDES 

No one asked to be heard

MILLBROOK ROAD – IRONWOOD TRAIL GREENWAY TO DIXON DRIVE SOUTH SIDE

No one asked to be heard

CREEDMOOR ROAD – LYNN ROAD TO MAPLETON LANE (EAST SIDE)

CREEDMOOR ROAD – MILLBROOK ROAD TO LYNN ROAD (EAST SIDE)

Eli Lippard, 2324 Tamarack Court, stated the project does not have Merit.  There is a good sidewalk on the other side there are only two homes that would have access to the sidewalk.  There are no businesses on the road.  He questioned who was going to walk to a realtor office; there is no foot traffic.  He just does not understand why the project is even being proposed.  He stated he had sent emails to staff and Council members.
The resident of 2329 Tamarock Road pointed out the sidewalk is at the back of her property.  She does not have access.  Her fence is between the sidewalk and Creedmoor Road.  She is concerned about the assessment.

The property owner of 6220 Creedmoor Road spoke under the Capital Boulevard item and expressed concern about the assessment.

By consensus it was agreed to refer the Capital Boulevard and Creedmoor Road – Millbrook to Lynn Road sidewalk proposals to Public Works Committee.  Mr. Crowder moved approval of a resolution directing the sidewalk installation at the other locations as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Koopman absent and excused).  See Resolutions 548, 549, 550, 551 and 552.

ASSESSMENT ROLLS – VARIOUS – HEARING – RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED; SEWER AR 1325 LEAD MINE ROAD – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

This was a hearing to consider adoption of resolutions confirming the following preliminary assessment rolls.  The Mayor opened the hearings.
Sewer AR 1324 - Fox Glen Annexation Area according to charges outlined in Resolution 2008-507 adopted on April 1, 2008 – no one asked to be heard.
Sewer AR 1324A - Fox Glen Annexation Area according to charges outlined in Resolution 2008-508 adopted on April 1, 2008 – no one asked to be heard.
Sewer AR 1325 - Lead Mine Road according to charges outlined in Resolution 2008-509 adopted on April 1, 2008.

Anna Kutz, representing the Arlington Hills Homeowners Association asked that the Council waive the proposed assessment as it abuts common area of that property.  There is nothing on the common area that uses sewer.  Engineer Dean Fox pointed out the staff is not allowed to make the reduction being requested.  He pointed out they do look at use or potential use and talked about the Neuse buffer and the $1,700 proposal is what they came up with.  We are not sure what is going to happen in the future.  City Manager Allen pointed out the fact that it is common area is taken into account and the proposed assessment was lower since there is no use.  After brief discussion it was agreed to refer the item to Public Works Committee.
Water AR 1326 - Thelma Street according to charges outlined in Resolution 2008-510 adopted on April 1, 2008.  No one asked to be heard.
Sewer AR 1327 - Thelma Street according to charges outlined in Resolution 2008-511 adopted on April 1, 2008.

George Atkins, 3815 Virginia Drive, talked about assessments and his property value being lowered because of activities and housing and development being done by Vernon J. Vernon.  He talked about the type of housing being built and requested the Council to look at stiffer codes, get to the origin of the problems, he just has concern about what is being built.  There are problems in the area.  Mr. Vernon is building rooming houses that bring on problems such as prostitution and drugs.  Brief discussion took place as to how that type problem can be addressed; however it was determined it had nothing to do with the assessments.

Mayor Meeker moved to close the hearing on all of the preliminary assessment rolls with the exception of Sewer AR1325 which was referred to the Public Works Committee.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the remaining assessment rolls.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Koopman absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolutions 553, 554, 555 and 556.

EASEMENT EXCHANGE – ST. DAVIS SCHOOL – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the exchange of sanitary sewer easements relating to St. David School.  The hearing is pursuant to resolution of intent and advertisement as required by law.  The Mayor opened the hearing no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of a resolution authorizing the exchange as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Koopman absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 557.

Adjournment.  There being no further business, Mayor Meeker announced the meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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