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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 21, 2009, in the City Council Chamber of the Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.




Mayor Charles C. Meeker, presiding




Councilor Mary-Ann Baldwin




Councilor Thomas G. Crowder




Councilor Philip R. Isley




Councilor Rodger Koopman




Councilor Nancy McFarlane




Councilor Russ Stephenson

Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Pastor Tyler Jones, Vintage 21 Church.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilor Koopman.  Mayor Meeker pointed out Mr. West is absent and would be excused from today’s meeting.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS
GERMANY VISITORS – RECOGNIZED

Mayor Meeker recognized a group of students who are visiting the City of Raleigh from Germany and welcomed them to the Council meeting.
PROCLAMATION – DRINKING WATER WEEK – PROCLAIMED
Mayor Meeker read a proclamation proclaiming May 4, 2009 through May 8, 2009 as Drinking Water Week in the City of Raleigh.  The proclamation was accepted by Public Utilities Director Dale Crisp, Ed Buchan, Marti Gibson and Marla Dalton.  In accepting the proclamation, Ms. Gibson explained Waterfest and invited all to attend pointing out this is the 14th year of Waterfest.
PROCLAMATION – EARLY DETECTION MONTH - PROCLAIMED

Mayor Meeker read a proclamation proclaiming May as early detection month in the City of Raleigh.  In accepting the proclamation, Ken Urana talked about the work of their group and the important work of the American Cancer Society and the importance of early detection.

PROCLAMATION – FASHION WEEK – PROCLAIMED

Mayor Meeker read a proclamation proclaiming May 10, 2009 through May 16, 2009 as Raleigh Fashion Week.  In accepting the proclamation, Brian Williams explained the events and invited all to attend pointing out tickets are still available.  He introduced Andy Andrews, RBC plaza, title sponsor, who talked about what this event means to downtown.  Mr. Williams pointed out there are still spots available for the runway walk celebrity event on Friday night and asked the Mayor to participate.  The comments were received.
PARKS AND RECREATION – ENERGY MANAGEMENT - DIPLOMA PROGRAM – RECOGNIZED
Mayor Meeker recognized Chuck Pemberton, Steve Chelini and Lydia Cleveland, Parks and Recreation Department Facility and Operation employees who attended a six month energy management diploma program.  This program was provided by North Carolina State University and the North Carolina Department of Energy, Successful completion of the course required 90% attendance and passing a final examination resulting with each employee receiving an energy management diploma.  The knowledge obtained in the class has helped each employee promote energy efficiency processes including energy auditing, climate control management, continuing an effective preventative maintenance program and utility analysis.  IT was pointed out the application of these skills along with the utility data captured and reported on a monthly basis will continue to reduce utility consumption and promote energy awareness throughout the City of Raleigh organization.  Chuck Pemberton talked about what they learned in the program and how it fits into the total package of energy conservation.  Billy Jackson pointed out these three are 3 of 6 who have completed the program.  He stated they want to have a total of 8 people to go through the program.  He stated they want the Facility and Operations Division to be one of the best in the nation.  He expressed appreciation for support of these classes pointing out the cost for each employee is some $7,000; however, the City employees were given free tuition and it was a great value.
MAYOR’S COMMENTS – RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker talked about the great loss to the City with the passing of Senator Vernon Malone.  He talked about the issues that Senator Malone worked on including schools, county and State Senate.  He called on everyone to observe a moment of silence and pointed out he would be attending the funeral on Thursday to represent the City of Raleigh and asked all Council members who wanted to attend to let him know.  Everyone stood for a moment of silence in honor of Senator Malone’s life.

Mayor Meeker pointed out Mayor Pro Tem West is absent and excused from the day and night meeting.  

Mayor Meeker pointed out the City Manager’s evaluation would be held in two weeks when all Council members can be present.

Mayor Meeker talked about the mobile digital TV which was rolled out on a CAT bus last week pointing out it is the first such example in the United States.  He expressed appreciation to Mr. Crowder for his work with WRAL to bring this about and talked about the use of this technology.  

SOUND SYSTEM – COMMENTS RECEIVED
City Manager Allen pointed out as the Council is aware in recent meetings there has been interference with the sound system and microphones.  He pointed out he has been advised that wireless devices or cell phones add to this problem and asked that everyone in the Chamber turn off any wireless devices or cell phones.  

CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Meeker presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion.  If a Councilor requests discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  He explained the vote on the Consent Agenda will be a roll call vote.  Mayor Meeker stated he had received the following requests to withdraw items from the Consent Agenda:  License Agreement – Pictomery (Crowder); Quest Academy Variance (Meeker/McFarlane); C. E. Lightener Public Safety Center (Isley); Community Development Transfer (Baldwin); Elevator Modernization (Crowder).  Mayor Meeker indicated the item relating to condemnations – Cemetery Branch – Linda R. Balazich should be removed from the Consent Agenda as the issue has been settled.  Mayor Meeker stated in addition Council Members received at the table a street closing request from Sylvia Wiggins relating to the 600 block of Rock Quarry Road.  That item should be added to the Consent Agenda.  City Manager Allen indicated the Transit Operation facility – Preliminary Design Services should be amended.  The agenda indicates a Request of Qualifications (RFQ) was issued and proposals received on April 8, 2009, to provide preliminary design services associated with the Design/Build process and securing funding for the new Transit Operations Facility.  Submittals were received from four firms: Kimley Horn, IBI Group, Jacobs Engineering, and Williard Ferm.
The agenda included the following recommendation.

Authorize the City Manager to negotiate and execute a contract for Preliminary Design Services with the top ranked firm.  If negotiations are not successful, negotiations will proceed with the next rated firm in accordance with City procedures.  
City Manager Allen pointed out when the agenda was prepared we had not completed the interviews or negotiations; however that has been completed now.  This item should be changed to indicate that staff recommends that the firm of Williard Ferm be approved.  He stated the transit operation facility is the project in which we expect to receive Federal stimulus money.  We have a request before the State Building Code for design/build opportunity.  He stated however as a backup, the City would like to engage an architectural firm to do site work, etc., associated with the design/build process to make sure we have a firm engaged to move forward.  He stated if we do get approval of the design/build the work done by this firm will be turned over to the firm selected to do the design/build.  Williard Ferm will not be eligible to be one of the firms involved and they are aware of that.  Administration recommends that the preliminary design services contract in the amount of $463,500 be awarded to Williard Ferm pointing out funds are available.  City funds to match State funding and Federal funding is available.  We have not secured all of the dollars but most of it thus far has come from State and Federal funds.  It was agreed that change would be made in the Consent Agenda.  

Ms. Baldwin moved approval of the remaining items on the Consent Agenda with the reworded information as outlined by the Manager on the Transit Operations Facilities and the addition of the street closing relating to Sylvia Wiggins.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. West who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  The items on the Consent Agenda were as follows.

ANNEXATION OF CITY-OWNED PROPERTIES – VARIOUS – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED
The North Carolina General Statutes allow a municipality to annex property it owns in entirety by Resolution of Intent in lieu of filing a petition.  It is proposed that the following City properties be annexed by this process:  City of Raleigh Water Treatment Plant, Tract C, a portion of Lot 1 and intervening R-O-W (6.44 acres) and City of Raleigh Water Treatment Plant, Tract F, a portion of Lot 1 and intervening R-O-W (7.24 acres).
Recommendation:  That Resolution(s) of Intent be adopted and public hearings on these proposed annexations be set for Tuesday, May 19, 2009.  Council should also authorize staff to accept corresponding zoning petitions for these sites and authorize public hearings on the rezoning and any amendments to the Comprehensive Plan for Tuesday, July 21, 2009.  These municipally owned annexation sites are located outside Raleigh’s ETJ in Wake County. City Council adopted an annexation policy (Resolution 2008-460) not to accept any annexation petition requests for property outside the existing Raleigh ETJ or property in an area formally being considered for extension of Raleigh's ETJ with exceptions.  These municipally owned annexation sites meet exception criteria that states “property that is publicly owned land.”  Upheld on Consent Baldwin/Stephenson – 7 ayes (West absent and excused).  See Resolutions 865 and 866.

CHARTER SQUARE – CITY PLAZA – HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT – APPROVED

In order to facilitate construction of the City Plaza, it is desired to construct a temporary covered walkway on a completed section of the Charter Square parking deck roof in the northwest corner of Site One.  To accomplish this, Charter Square has requested that the City assume all liability associated with any injury or damage that may arise directly from this walkway and document this agreement in a letter.

Recommendation:  Approve the “hold harmless” letter between the City and Charter Square to permit the City to construct a temporary covered walkway on the northwest corner of the Charter Square parking deck, subject to final City Attorney and City Manager approval.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson - 7 ayes (West absent and excused).

NEUSE RIVER WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT – VARIANCE REQUEST – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

On November 15, 2005, Council approved submittal of a variance request resolution to the Environmental Management Commission for the Neuse River Wastewater Treatment Plant Biosolids Farm Fields Corrective Action Plan.  Working with representatives of the North Carolina Division of Water Quality and other stakeholders, comments were sought on the nitrogen groundwater standards variance component of the Corrective Action Plan associated with the Neuse River Wastewater Treatment Plant Biosolids Farm Fields.  An agreement has been developed to include implementation of additional on-site measures to further mitigate nitrogen loading to surface water via groundwater in the interior of the site and the implementation of an off-site nitrogen mitigation project.  With the implementation of this agreement, the Neuse River Foundation agrees not to oppose the variance request by the City or to encourage other parties to do so.  In light of these changes and the subsequent time interval between this agreement and the initial variance submittal date, it is necessary to withdraw the original variance application and submit a new application that reflects current conditions.  The new variance request must be authorized by a resolution approved by the City Council.  The agreement has been reviewed by the City Attorney’s Office.

Recommendation:  Approve the withdrawal of the original Variance Request and submittal of a new Variance Request Resolution for the Neuse River Wastewater Treatment Plant Biosolids Farm Fields Corrective Action Plan and approve the Neuse River Foundation Additional Mitigation Agreement, as proposed, and authorize the City Manager to execute on behalf of the City.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson - 7 ayes (West absent and excused).  See Resolution 867.
STATE SYSTEM STREETS – OPPOSITION TO LEGISLATIVE BILLS – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

There have been three bills recently introduced in the North Carolina General Assembly S1001/H881 and H758 that propose divesting the State’s interest in State System streets located inside of municipalities.  These proposals would turn maintenance responsibilities for these streets over to the municipalities.  S1001/H881 also include provisions that change the way Powell Bill payments (made to municipalities for maintenance of City streets) are dispersed and eliminate current language in the State Statute that makes these payments to municipalities mandatory.  Included in the agenda packet for consideration by the City Council is a draft resolution addressing concerns raised by these measures.

Recommendation: Adopt the proposed resolution and forward it to the appropriate representatives in the General Assembly.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson - 7 ayes (West absent and excused).  See Resolution 868.
PARADE ROUTES – VARIOUS – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

The agenda presented the following request relating to parade routes:

Various Streets in the Raleigh Convention Center Vicinity
Dianne Powell, representing several local organizations, requests permission to hold the third annual God’s Chosen Generation Youth Walk on Saturday, April 25, 2009, from 2:00 p.m. until 3:00 p.m.
Various Streets in the Hillsborough Street Vicinity
Lt. John Rehbock, representing the Raleigh Fire Department, requests permission to hold a Fallen Firefighters parade on Saturday, May 2, 2009, from 8:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions on the reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson - 7 ayes (West absent and excused).  
STREET CLOSINGS – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY
The agenda presented the following request for temporary street closing.
1200 Block of Boyer from Hill to Maple
Tom Higdon, representing several area churches, requests a street closure on Saturday, April 25, 2009, from 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. for a community day.
500 Block of Adams Street
Rick Baker, representing his neighborhood, requests a street closure on Saturday, April 25, 2009, from 12:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. for a neighborhood celebration.  He requests a rain date of Sunday, April 26, 2009, from 12:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m..
He also requests a waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and a waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.

400 Block of South West Street

Marlene Klintworth, representing the ESS Lounge, requests a street closure on Sunday, May 3, 2009, Tuesday, May 5, 2009, Thursday, May 7, 2009, Thursday, May 21, 2009, Thursday, June 4, 2009, Thursday, June 18, 2009, Thursday, August 6, 2009, Thursday, August 20, 2009, Thursday, September 10, 2009, and Thursday, September 24, 2009, from 6:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. for a series of outdoor entertainment events.

She also requests a waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and a waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.

New Bern Avenue from Swain Street to State Street Vicinity

Octavia Rainey, representing North Central CAC, requests a street closure on Thursday, May 7, 2009, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. for a community day of prayer.

200 Block of East Hargett Street

Stefanie Toftey, representing the City of Raleigh Parks and Recreation Department, requests a street closure on Friday, May 8, 2009, from 3:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. for a kickoff event for Bike to Work Week.

100 Block of East Cabarrus Street
Pat Dickerson, representing the Lincoln Theatre, requests street closures on Saturday, May 9, 2009, Saturday, June 6, 2009, and Sunday, July 26, 2009, from 7:00 a.m. until 2:00 a.m. for outdoor musical events.
He also requests a waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and a waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.

Various Streets in the East Martin Street, South Wilmington Street and South Person Street Vicinity

Terri Dollar, representing Artsplosure, requests several street closures on Saturday, May 16, 2009, from 5:00 a.m. until Sunday, May 17, 2009, at 11:00 p.m. for the annual Artsplosure event.

She also requests a waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and a waiver of the amplified noise ordinances, the sale of crafts, artwork, and novelty items on City streets and the sale of food and beverage along City streets.

She also requests the encumbrance of parking spaces in the 200 Block of South Person Street and all parking spaces on the 100 Block of South Blount Street.

Southall Road Vicinity

Danielle Weber, representing the Edgewater Community, requests a street closure on Saturday, June 6, 2009, from 11:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. for a community day.  She also requests a rain date of Sunday, June 7, 2009, from 11:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
600 Block of Rock Quarry Road
Sylvia Wiggins, Helping Hand Mission requests closing the far east travel lane of the 600 Block of Rock Quarry Road on Saturday, May 2, 2009 from 12N to 4:00 p.m. in connection with a community festival.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions on reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson - 7 ayes (West absent and excused).
AMPLIFIED SOUND ORDINANCE – WAIVER – APPROVED

Chris Post, representing the City Limits Salon, requests a waiver of amplified sound ordinances on Saturday, May 2, 2009, from 2:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. for a charity fundraising event.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson - 7 ayes (West absent and excused). 

EASEMENT EXCHANGE – CORPORATE CENTER DRIVE – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

A request has been received from William J. Stuckey, Chief Purchasing Officer of the North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts, agent for the Judicial Department of the State of North Carolina, property owner, to exchange existing 20-foot City of Raleigh sanitary sewer easement for a new 20-foot City of Raleigh sanitary sewer easement located at 901 Corporate Center Drive in Raleigh to properly center the easement over the recently constructed sanitary sewer main.  The construction plans for the sanitary sewer main have been permitted by the City of Raleigh Public Utilities Department.  The property owner is responsible for all costs of the easement exchange.
Recommendation:  Approve the easement exchange and authorize the City Clerk to advertise.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson - 7 ayes (West absent and excused).  See Resolution 869.
SUNNYBROOK ROAD WIDENING PROJECT – RIGHT-OF-WAY AND LICENSE AGREEMENT WITH AT&T – APPROVED

It is requested that a master agreement for conveyance of easements and grant of encroachment privileges by AT&T to the City be authorized for execution.  The Sunnybrook Road widening project has been in progress for many months.  Eminent domain has not been a legally authorized option for acquisition of needed property interests from AT&T and, consequently, the City Attorney’s Office and counsel for AT&T have been negotiating disputed matters related to work on AT&T’s property for over two years.  A copy of the agreement is in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve the execution of the agreement.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson - 7 ayes (West absent and excused).  

TRANSIT OPERATION FACILITY – PRELIMINARY DESIGN SERVICES – WILLIARD FERM - APPROVED
A Request of Qualifications (RFQ) was issued and proposals received on April 8, 2009, to provide preliminary design services associated with the Design/Build process and securing funding for the new Transit Operations Facility.  Submittals were received from four firms: Kimley Horn, IBI Group, Jacobs Engineering, and Williard Ferm.
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to negotiate and execute a contract for Preliminary Design Services with the top ranked firm.  If negotiations are not successful, negotiations will proceed with the next rated firm in accordance with City procedures.  
See minutes of approval of Consent Agenda.
ENTERPRISE RESOURCE PLANNING – BATCH PROCESS SCHEDULING SOFTWARE CONTRACT – MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE AND EXECUTE CONTRACT WITH UC4

On February 16, 2009, the City issued a Request for Proposals from qualified Service Providers for Batch Process Scheduling software as well as for professional services including installation, training, and service agreements of a Batch Process system for the City of Raleigh Customer Care & Billing application being implemented in its new Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) system.  Three (3) proposals were received by the RFP deadline of March 20, 2009.  The proposals reviewed and ranked by an evaluation committee of ERP project team members, and as approved by the ERP Sponsor Committee follow:

UC4 Software

BMC Software, Inc.

CA, Inc.

Following formal evaluation of these proposals, it is recommended that the City contract with UC4 Software to provide the Process Scheduling software as well as the professional services for successful implementation of the ERP CC&B application.  Funds have been provided in the ERP project budget to provide for these contract services.
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to negotiate and execute a contract with UC4 in the amount not to exceed $200,000.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson - 7 ayes (West absent and excused).
GAS MONITOR LEASE PROGRAM – CONTRACT WITH INDUSTRIAL SCIENTIFIC CORPORATION – APPROVED

A contract of $325,549.44 has been negotiated with Industrial Scientific Corporation for a turn key gas monitor lease program, which is necessary to comply with OSHA regulations for confined space entry.  This lease program will save the City an estimated $80,000 over the four-year term by eliminating the normal maintenance and repair costs associated with ownership of gas monitors.

Recommendation:  Approve the contract with Industrial Scientific Corporation for the Gas Monitor Lease Program in the amount of $325,549.44 and the budgetary transfer in the amount of $81,387.36.
Transferred From:

310-5220-70890-604
Other Services
$  6,033.84

310-5230-70601-626
Small Equipment
3,027.48

310-5230-70890-602
Other Services
15,054.36

310-5230-70890-624
Other Services
3,027.48

310-5240-70890-611
Other Services
6,033.84

310-5240-75290-611
Capital Equip-Other
15,054.36

310-5260-70601-610
Small Equipment
7,527.18

310-5260-75209-614
Construction Equip
7,527.18

310-5270-70101-613
Operational Supplies
  18,101.64


$81,387.36

Transferred To:

310-5220-71104-604
Lease-Equipment
$  6,033.84

310-5230-71104-604
Lease-Equipment
15,054.36

310-5230-71104-624
Lease-Equipment
3,027.48

310-5230-71104-626
Lease-Equipment
3,027.48

310-5285-71104-621
Lease-Equipment
  54,244.20


$81,387.36
Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson - 7 ayes (West absent and excused).  See Ordinance 569 TF 111.
PERSONNEL – INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY POSITION RECLASSIFICATIONS – APPROVED

The Information Technology Department is seeking reclassification of thirteen (13) positions in the Information Technology Department.  These reclassifications will enable the departments to provide support for the City’s Enterprise Resource Planning software systems as well as its other information technologies and resources.
Current:  Systems Administrator, position 5123, grade 37, class 0332

Requested:  ERP Systems Administrator, grade 39, class 0347

This position will manage the performance and reliability of ERP systems; troubleshoot hardware, software and systems associated with ERP modules; participate in projects to implement or enhance ERP systems and applications; participate in defining user requirements, coordinate upgrades and patches; maintain ERP system security; monitor and maintain performance metrics; and participate in design and development of test and production objects.
Current:  Information Technology PMO Manager, position 5281, grade 38, class 0349

Requested:  Information Technology Manager, grade 41, class 0340

This position will oversee the direction and integration of ERP modules; communicate with program managers and leadership to ensure the integration of processes and modules across the enterprise; oversee, define and monitor critical path activities, and resolve issues.
Current:  Senior Systems Analyst/Programmer, positions 3788 and 1565, grade 37, class 0318; Web Architect, position 5122, grade 38, class 0329; and Web Developer, position 5121, grade 38, class 0328

Requested:  Enterprise Application Engineer, grade 38, class 0336

This classification will develop and deploy integrated solutions across the enterprise; assess how existing applications, systems, databases, web interfaces and hardware logic work together to meet enterprise requirements; work with users to determine needs; perform database analysis, codes and testing middleware routines to ensure successful communication among systems and application components; and participate in component and architecture design, software product evaluation and buy versus build recommendations.
Current:  Systems Analyst/Programmer, position 1566, grade 34, class 0317

Requested:  Senior Systems Analyst/Programmer, grade 37, class 0318

This position will configure, analyze, design, develop and maintain ERP program codes and applications; work on elements of large, complex installations; and perform all aspects of programming assignments and assist with system design.
Current:  Data Center Administrator, position 1554, grade 34, class 0327

Requested:  Technical Support Administrator, grade 37, class 0346

This position will manage the network operations center and staff, including production, data control, operations and support; develop and implement standards, procedures and processes for NOC; plan and manage supports of new technologies; and define and negotiate service level agreements.
Current:  Technical Support Analyst, position 5006, grade 34, class 0342

Requested:  Web Services Specialist, grade 34, class 0338

This position designs, maintains and enhances web sites; coordinates the publishing of web content; and works with users and marketing and systems teams to coordinate content, site structure development and updates.
Current:  GIS Programmer/Analyst, position 1592 grade 34, class 0322

Requested:  Technical Support Analyst, grade 34, class 0342

This position will provide customer service in the IT Customer Support Center.

Current:  Technical Support Analyst, position 1555, grade 34, class 0342

Requested:  Staff Assistant, grade 34, class 0434

This position will manage the selection, acquisition and monitoring of contractual agreements for hardware, software and IT services; articulate and negotiate service level agreements; develop or assist in the development of RFIs and RFPs; and participate in the budget process.
Current:  Senior GIS Programmer/Analyst, positions 1594 and 1591, grade 37, class 0325

Requested:  Senior Systems Administrator, grade 37, class 0332

These positions will administer customized system applications such as IRIS and City Works, including design, installation, configuration, maintenance, testing and troubleshooting, as well as 

related programming.
The Personnel Department has reviewed these requests and concurs with the reclassifications of the positions.  Funding is available in the departmental salary accounts.

Recommendation:  Approve the above described reclassifications.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson - 7 ayes (West absent and excused).

BUDGET AMENDMENTS – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented the following recommended Budget Amendments:
Emergency Communications Center - $425,000 – to appropriate fund balance to fund expected shortage and 911 monthly trunk charges due to higher than anticipated cost.

Planning - $400,000 – to reduce the federal grant fund from $1,000,000 to $600,000 reflect the amendment to the grants awards.  This is a decrease in the budget.
The agenda outlined the revenue and expenditures accounts involved in the recommended budget amendments.

Recommendation:  Approval of the Budget Amendments as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson - 7 ayes (West absent and excused).  See Ordinance 569 TF 111.
CONDEMNATION – FAYETTEVILLE STREET/PENMARC DRIVE – J. W. YEARGIN HEIRS – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Efforts have been unsuccessful to obtain needed easements; therefore, it is recommended that a resolution of condemnation be authorized for the following:
Project Name:
Fayetteville Street/Penmarc Drive Extension

Name:
JW Yeargin Heirs

Location:
1119 Fayetteville Street

Recommendation:  Approve condemnation.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson - 7 ayes (West absent and excused).  See Resolution 870.
CONDEMNATION – LAKE GLAD ROAD SANITARY SEWER – HENDRICKSON PROPERTIES V – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Negotiations have, thus far, been unsuccessful with the following property owner for the sanitary sewer easements required for the Lake Glad Road Sanitary Sewer Improvements Project.  Due to the failure of negotiation attempts with the owner, and in order to keep the project moving forward, staff recommends that authorization be granted for condemnation of the necessary easements needed from this property for construction of the project.

Project Name:
Lake Glad Road Sanitary Sewer Improvements

Name:
Hendrickson Properties V, LLC

Location:
232 West Haywood Street

Recommendation:  Approve condemnation.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson - 7 ayes (West absent and excused).  See Resolution 871.
WENDELL WATER SYSTEM UPGRADES – CHANGE ORDER #2 – MOFFAT PIPE, INC. – APPROVED – FUNDS TRANSFERRED

This change order is for a net increase of $91,913.50.
Reason:
For installation of sanitary sewer lines in the Rock Quarry Road annexation properties area.
History:

Original contract amount



$565,543.00

Previous net changes (ADD)



$237,396.51

New contract amount




$894,853.01

Budgetary accounts to be amended:

Transferred From:

349-9166-79001-975

Walnut Crk/Influent Lift Sta Pumps

$91,913.50

Transferred To:

349-9784-79202-975

Wendell Water Main Rehab


$91,913.50

Recommendation:  Approve the change order in the amount of $91,913.50 and the budgetary transfer.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson - 7 ayes (West absent and excused).  See Ordinance 569 TF 111.
GREENBRIER WATERLINE REPLACEMENT – CHANGE ORDER #5 – BILLINGS & GARRETT, INC. – APPROVED

This change order is for a net increase of $373,531.75 and time extension of 120 calendar days.

Reason:

For construction of the Bickett Boulevard sanitary sewer replacement and Hudson Street sanitary sewer replacement projects.

History:

Original contract amount


   $781,889.00

Previous net changes (ADD)


   $523,182.70

New contract amount



$1,678,603.45

Budgetary accounts to be amended:

Transferred From:

349-9166-79001-975

Walnut Crk/Influent Lift Sta Pumps

$373,531.75

Transferred To:

349-8468-79202-975

Main Replacement



$373,531.75

Recommendation:  Approve the change order in the amount of $373,531.75, time extension of 120 calendar days, and the budgetary transfer.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson - 7 ayes (West absent and excused).  See Ordinance 569 TF 111.
TRANSFERS – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented recommended transfers in the departments of Administrative Services, Construction Management, Information Technology, Public Utilities and Special Appropriations.  The agenda outlined the code accounts involved and the reasons for the recommended transferred.

Recommendation:  Approval of transfers as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson - 7 ayes (West absent and excused).  See Ordinance 569 TF 111.

POLICE FACILITY – 218 W. CABARRUS STREET – BID AWARDED TO MACALLAN CONSTRUCTION

Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, bids were received and publicly opened on April 7, 2009, for the 33,000 square-foot fit up of 218 West Cabarrus Street for the City of Raleigh’s Interim Downtown District Police and Evidence Storage Facility.  Macallan Construction provided the lowest base-bid and price to add Alternate #4, a public toilet at $1,204,400.  MWBE base bid participation is projected at 11.5%.
Recommendation:  Authorize the award of contract to Macallan Construction $1,204,400 for the relocation of the City of Raleigh Downtown District Police and Evidence Storage Facility.  Funds are available and will be transferred administratively.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson - 7 ayes (West absent and excused).
ELEVATOR/ESCALATOR MAINTENANCE SERVICE – CONTRACT WITH GODWIN ELEVATOR COMPANY, INCORPORATED - APPROVED

Requests for Proposals (RFP) were received from vendors on April 1, 2009, for an All Inclusive Maintenance Service Contract for all City of Raleigh elevators and escalators.  Five proposals were received in response to the RFP:
Godwin Elevator Company, Inc.

Schindler Elevator Corporation

Otis Elevator

Kone Inc.

Elevator specialists of Carolina

Following review and evaluation by Parks and Recreation’s staff, Godwin Elevator Company, Inc. is recommended to provide elevator and escalator maintenance services at a cost of $378,080 for the length of the contract term.
MWBE participation for these services is 0%.
Recommendation:  Authorize Staff to enter into contracts with Godwin Elevator Company, Inc. to provide elevator and escalator services as recommended, and authorize the City Manager to execute the contract.  Funding is included in the FY10 Proposed Budget.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson - 7 ayes (West absent and excused).
TRAFFIC – VARIOUS CHANGES – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented recommended changes in the traffic code relating to channelization and no parking zones on Monument Lane at Six Forks Road and speed limit on Reedy Creek Road.  The agenda outlined the exact locations involved and the reasons for the recommended changes in the traffic code.  
Recommendation:  Approval of the changes in the traffic code.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson - 7 ayes (West absent and excused).  See Ordinance 570.

END OF CONSENT AGENDA

PICTOMETRY, INC. – LICENSE AGREEMENT – AUTHORIZED
In January of 2009, the City Council approved amending the annual topographic, planimetric and orthophotography contract with Surdex, Inc. to continue the program for an additional five years and to add oblique imagery to be provided by Pictometry International, Inc.  In the course of completing the final contract review and paperwork, it has been determined it is preferable to execute a separate license agreement with Pictometry.

The proposed license agreement provides for annual oblique imagery from Pictometry International for a period of five years.  The first year of oblique imagery will be primarily funded by a Department of Justice appropriation that is providing imagery and software for the Wake and Durham County 911 centers.  The proposed license agreement covers the imagery and software being provided by the appropriation as well as the acquisition of additional high resolution imagery and annual updates for Raleigh’s jurisdiction.
The maximum annual cost of the proposed license agreement is $120,410, which could be offset by future appropriations or grants.  The first year cost is $55,209 and funds are currently allocated in this fiscal year’s budget.
Recommendation:  Approve the execution of the license agreement with Pictometry International, Inc. for oblique imagery. 

Mr. Crowder stated he had withdrawn this from the Consent Agenda as the Planning Director has said many times there are efforts to move forward with 3-D modeling which is something he has been wanting to see for some 8 years.  Mr. Crowder questioned if the Pictometry will be sufficient to handle the process and if not could we negotiate it.  Brief discussion took place as to whether it could be negotiated, whether we should move ahead with approving the contract and negotiate.  Colleen Sharpe indicated it is included, the imagery that we will be able to have is of sufficient quality to do 3-D modeling.  She stated her department will be coming back in the summer with an additional request relating to the 3-D modeling but this imagery can be utilized.  Mr. Isley moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
QUEST ACADEMY VARIANCE – REQUEST TO VOID – APPROVED

This is a request to void the approved variance for the proposed Quest Academy site.  The variance was requested because Quest Academy believed the proposed site included a primary watercourse and Quest sought to build in the natural resource buffer yard on their site at 9322 Six Forks Road.  Based upon the actual natural resource buffer yard determination on the map, there is no longer a need for a variance because the applicant’s site plan will not impact a natural resource buffer.  Should the City Council agree with the staff’s decision, the City Attorney’s office has advised staff that the variance approved on January 6, 2009, will need to be voided by the Council.

Recommendation:  Void the variance to the Stormwater Control Regulations for the Quest Academy site.

Ms. McFarlane pointed out she had withdrawn this from the Consent Agenda explaining the Committee and Council negotiated a long list of issues relating to this variance.  She questioned if Quest would still be holding to constructing to the 25 year storm.  Attorney Jason Barron pointed out yes and the grading permit has been applied for and it reflects the 25 year storm event for preconstruction.  Ms. Baldwin asked about the other conditions that were negotiated.  Mr. Barron pointed out the agreements with the Homeowners Association are fundamental and would be recorded when the property is closed on.  In response to questions from the Mayor, City Attorney McCormick indicated his office has checked and rechecked.  The map show a water course on the property that is not there and the one that the everyone thought affected the development doesn’t exist.  

Attorney Kurt Olson representing the North Carolina Clean Water Association pointing out they had their experts to go out and view the property, do measurement, etc.  His preliminary conclusion is agreement with the staff that there is no protected water course.  He stated some still disagree and there maybe a second opinion sought.  He stated however, the main concern is the conditions.  The Council requested and Ocean Development agreed to carry out Homeowner’s Association suggestions and conditions such as retention ponds, 25 year storm, water protection, preconstruction and post construction would be monitored.  He stated the City Staff worked hard with the Neuse River Keeper.  He pointed out although there may not be a protected water course, there is a water course there, and there are wetlands and tributaries that would be impacted.  The Mayor questioned if the site plan shows a variance and if we would have staff look into the conditions as it moves forward.  Mr. Barron pointed out he does not know about the monitoring being part of the agreement. Mr. Crowder moved approval of voiding the variance as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  
CLEARANCE E. LIGHTNER PUBLIC SAFETY CENTER – COMMISSIONING AGENT – MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE CONTRACT

On February 3, 2009, the Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for Commissioning Agent services was advertised and released and responses were received on March 11, 2009, from seven firms.  Submittals were evaluated and four firms have been interviewed and ranked in accordance with City policy and State statutes in a qualifications based process.  The four top ranked firms, in order of preference are:
EMC Engineers, Inc.

Facility Dynamics Engineering

RMF Engineering, Inc.

Horizon Engineering Associates, LLC

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager, in accordance with City standard procedure, to begin negotiations for a contract for Commissioning Agent services beginning with the top ranked firm.  If negotiations are not successful with the first firm, negotiations will proceed in accordance with standard procedure with each successive firm until an agreement can be reached.
Mr. Isley pointed out he had asked that this be withdrawn from the Consent Agenda as he has his standard objection and does not want to vote in favor of the recommendations.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the recommendations as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative accept Mr. Isley and Mr. Koopman who voted in the negative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 5-2 vote.

TRANSFER – COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT – APPROVED

The agenda presented the following transfers:

It is recommended that the following transfer be authorized:

Transferred From:

724-9266-79401-975

Hsg Bond 05-Habitat/Capital Pines Loans
$350,000.00

Transferred To:

724-8666-79401-975

Hsg Bond 05-First-time Homeownership
$350,000.00

Purpose:  To de-obligate funds from the inactive Capital Pines project to make them available for loans to homebuyers of homes in the Habitat Cooke Street Phase II project and Builders of Hope State Street projects.

Ms. Baldwin stated she has withdrawn this from the Consent Agenda pointing out she would like to be excused from participation as she represents Builders of Hope on some issues.  Mayor Meeker moved Ms. Baldwin be excused from participation on this item.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and put to a vote which passed unanimously (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  Mr. Stephenson moved approval of the $350,000 transfer as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  See Ordinance 569 TF 111. 
ELEVATOR MODERNIZATION – MUNICIPAL BUILDING/222 WEST HARGETT STREET – BID OF ELEVATOR SPECIALIST OF CAROLINA INCORPORATED – APPROVED

Proposals were received on March 18, 2009, for the modernization of the (3) passenger elevators located in the Municipal Building - 222 West Hargett Street.  Elevator Specialists of Carolina, Inc. submitted the low bid in the amount of $375,122.00.  MWBE participation is 0%; however, Elevator Specialists of Carolina, Inc. indicate they are a woman owned firm, but not currently MWBE certified.

Recommendation:  Approve the low bid from Elevator Specialists of Carolina, Inc. in the amount of $375,122, and authorize execution of appropriate contract documents.  Funding is available in account 506-9707-79001-975.

Mr. Crowder stated he withdrew this from the Consent Agenda as he would question if the issues are life safety issues.  He questioned what elevator modernization means.  City Manager Allen pointed out he believes it relates to life safety issues or a need to keep the elevators up to code.  Mr. Crowder stated if it is just modernization he does not feel it is timely therefore he would suggest that the item be held until we could get specific information.

Later in the meeting, City Manager Allen pointed out he understands the upgrade for modernization of the elevators is not due to life safety issues but code and ADA compliance.  He stated we could be grandfathered.  Facilities Manager Jackson talked about new elevators having audio commands when malfunctioning occurs pointing out presently on our elevators if there is a malfunction one has to open a door, make telephone calls etc., and that would be difficult for people with certain disabilities.  He stated the elevators in this building are the originals to the building and there are a lot of problems, downtime, etc.  Mayor Meeker questioned if this will speed the elevators up with Mr. Jackson pointing out not necessarily but the elevators could be speeded up but people complained.  Mr. Jackson pointed out there are problems with the directional lights, people do not know if the elevators are going up or down, etc.  Mr. Koopman stated he feels this is a lot of money for lights and questioned how long it will last.  Mr. Jackson again pointed out we have a lot of downtown; this includes lights, cableling, ADA Compliance, etc.  There are a lot of malfunctions and it is very timely to trouble shoot and getting parts is becoming a problem.  
City Manager Allen pointed out the funding for this is in the current budget year and that money has not been put on reserve.  He pointed out elevator operations are very sensitive and talked about the need to get the work done.  Mr. Crowder stated we do not need to be grandfathering ADA issues but pointed out he is not sure this is something we need to do and talked about the long-range plan for the municipal complex with the City Manager pointing out the master plan for this block does not include replacing this building for the next 20 years.  After brief discussion Mr. Crowder moved approval as recommended.  He motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION
PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED
Mayor Meeker presented the Planning Commission consent agenda indicating it would be handled in the same matter as the regular consent agenda.  He stated he had received a request from Ms. McFarlane to withdrawn Z-8-09.  Without objection that item was withdrawn.  Mr. Isley moved approval of the Planning Commission’s recommendations on the remaining item on the Consent Agenda .  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  The items on the Planning Commission Consent Agenda were as follows:  
REZONING Z-4-09 – BUFFALO ROAD – REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF TIME – APPROVED

This request is to rezone approximately 48.08 acres, currently zoned Conservation Management & Manufactured Home with SHOD-1.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Conservation Management, Residential-10, & Neighborhood Business with SHOD-1.

CR-11295 from the Planning Commission recommends that the City Council grant a 90-day time extension for additional review by the Planning Commission.  Planning Commission recommendation uphold on consent agenda Isley/Meeker – 7 ayes (West absent and excused)

SNC-1-09 – CHUSTENAHLAH DRIVE – CHANGE TO MID-WAY ISLAND COURT

This request is to approve a street name change from Chustenahlah Drive to Midway Island Court, pursuant to Standard Procedure 900-9(D) regarding 100% property owner approval of non-duplicative street name.
CR-11297 from the Planning Commission recommends that this item be forwarded to City Council for action changing the name to Midway Island Court; and that this name change be made effective May 29, 2009.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda - (Isley, Meeker – Meeker – 7 ayes); West absent and excused) See Resolution 827.

END OF PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA
REZONING Z-8-09 – BLUE RIDGE ROAD – REFERRED TO COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

This request is to rezone approximately 9.58 acres, currently zoned Residential-6, Residential-6 with Special Highway Overlay District-1, Office & Institution-1, Office & Institution-1 with Special Highway Overlay District-1, and Residential-4.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Office & Institution-2 with Special Highway Overlay District-1.  

CR-11296 from the Planning Commission finds that this request is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and recommends that this request be approved in accordance with zoning conditions dated March 24, 2009.  Planning Commission Vice-Chair Bartholomew presented the case and the certified recommendation.  Ms. McFarlane pointed out the Council recently took action to remove Crabtree Extension from the thoroughfare plan, at the same time the Council authorized a study relative to handling the traffic in the area and questioned if the Planning Commission took that into consideration.  She talked about the traffic.  He stated about the traffic problems in the area, scaling back of development and impact of development.  Planning Director Silver pointed out he did not think the Planning Commission took that into consideration.  He stated this rezoning is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan, talked about improvements to Lead Mine and Blue Ridge Roads pointing out there will be some traffic impact but it is hard to determine until the actual site plan comes in.  
Ms. McFarlane again stated the City Council has authorized a traffic study for the area and she does not feel that the Council should be approving additional development until that study comes back.  Planning Director Silver pointed out the area does feed traffic onto Crabtree and talked about the present zoning but again pointed out it would be difficult to determine.  

Ken Thompson pointed out they did do a traffic analysis.  Christa Green, Green Transportation Solutions, talked about the traffic analysis utilizing the worse case scenario.  She pointed out Lead Mine Road intersection would experience a slight impact.  The p.m. peak would add about a six second delay and the a.m. peak would have about a 12 second delay.  The intersection is presently operating at Level F.  Mr. Crowder pointed out the number of potential offices that could be added under the proposed rezoning pointing out he tends to agree with Ms. McFarlane.  He stated there are problems in the area and he would question why we would continue to add insult to injury.  It was pointed out the traffic analysis utilized a worse case scenario and assumed all of the office development that has been approved will be built out.  It was agreed to refer the item to the Comprehensive Planning Committee for further study.  
REZONING Z-12-09 – MARCOM STREET – REFERRED TO COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

This request is to rezone approximately 1.31 acres, currently zoned Residential-10.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Residential-15 Conditional Use District.
CR-11298 from the Planning Commission finds that this request is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and that this request be approved in accordance with zoning conditions dated April 15, 2009.  Planning Commission Vice-Chair Bartholomew explained the case and the Planning Commission recommendation.  Planning Director Silver pointed out there were extensive conditions presented on this case which include limiting developing to single-family, design guidelines, tree preservation, and exhaustive conditions.  Mayor Meeker pointed out he feels this case has the potential to improve the area.  Mr. Crowder agreed but pointed out there are a couple of questions and stated there are two statutory protest petitions.  There were some questions about legal issues therefore he would suggest that this case go to Comprehensive Planning for one term.  Mayor Meeker pointed out this case got CAC and Planning Commission favorable recommendations and while he has no objections to it going to Comprehensive Planning he would request that it be returned to the Council in two weeks.  Without objection the item was referred to Comprehensive Planning.
SPECIAL ITEMS
WATER AND SEWER RATES – REFERRED TO APRIL 27 WORK SESSION AND BUDGET WORK SESSIONS

The proposal to increase water and sewer rates by 17% has been discussed on several occasions.  Various information has been supplied and it was directed that the item be placed on this agenda for further consideration.

Mayor Meeker stated he would hold discussion on this item until the Council receives the report and recommendation of the Water Conservation Advisory Council.  See Minutes later in the meeting.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

MOORE SQUARE DESIGN AND PUBLIC PROCESS CONCEPT PHASES I, II AND III – APPROVED

This City Council Authorization request seeks approval for the Moore Square Design Public Process Concept and its Phase I, II, and III activities.  The Initiative’s goals are to engage the public in an Open Call for ideas, conduct a Juried Conceptual Design Competition, develop and implement a Master Plan, and develop an economic development strategy for the Moore Square area.  The Initiative and its components will enhance Moore Square as a destination and a stronger economic force in the City.  The estimated budget for Phase I and II - start up and Open Call for Ideas - is approximately $9,000.  The anticipated budget for Phase III - Juried Design Competition - is approximately $40,000.  City Council approval milestones for these phases and proposed follow- up phases are in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve Moore Square Design and Public Process Concept Phase I - Planning, strategy, and start up activities, Phase II - Open Call for Ideas, and Phase III - Juried Conceptual Design Competition.

City Manager Allen explained the proposal pointing out Planning Director Silver will be making a presentation.  City Manager Allen pointed out Moore Square is a heavily used space and in much need of improvement.  He explained the State owns More Square but the City maintains and programs its use.
Planning Director Silver pointed out City staff has met with the State of North Carolina and they agree with this concept and the City is committed to keeping them involved in the process throughout.  He stated this process has been developed by the Planning Department, Parks and Recreation and Downtown Raleigh Alliance working together.  He explained the great streets, great places, great spaces concept and pointed out Moore Square is a great candidate.  The population is growing and this is one of the most heavily used parks in the downtown area.  There is a desire on everyone’s part to create a public space for urban experience.  He explained there are some 37,000 daytime workers and 5,000 residents within one mile from the Capital Building and 10,000 school age children downtown.  He talked about the study area, involvement and the inclusion of local and national historic districts such as the Moore Square Historic Districts, Fayetteville Street, South Park, Oakwood, etc.  He talked about the great spaces in the downtown area including Fayetteville Street, City Plaza, Glenwood South, etc.  He touched on the number of events to emphasize the utilization of Moore Square which includes some 92 proposed events in the 2009-2010 fiscal year with an attendance of some 74,000 at the Budlight Festival, 8,000 at the World Beer, 80,000 at Artsplosure and some 80,000 at the City of Raleigh Christmas Parade.  He presented a rendering showing the Christmas plan and the 1792 open spaces and the various historic aspects in the vicinity.  He pointed out Phase I which would be in the time frame of March to June 2009 would include planning, strategy and startup activities.  Phase II which would be May 2009 through September 2009 the open call for ideas explaining this would include soliciting ideas from the public, conducting at least three planning events including the downtown and Chavis area, gathering, summarizing, displaying results, website mailing, median attached etc.  The first two phases would have an estimated budget of some $9,000 and Phase III which would take place in the September 2009 through January 2010 timeframe would include the juried conceptual design competition.  He talked about the application process, the jury selection process, announcement of first, second and third place winners; the Council would be brought in for final decision and approval of a design team.  The total budget for this phase would be approximately $40,000 which would cover a jury, honorarium, travel, winner awards, etc., making a total budget of phases I through III approximately $50,000.  
Mr. Crowder questioned if there is any type of public hearing to talk about concerns that the public may have, possible input on the various concepts, problematic concerns, opportunities, etc.  He questioned if we are talking about a face lift for Moore Square or a new face.  Planning Director Silver pointed out it is wide open and we want everyone involved.  The call for ideas is just opening the process for ideas pointing out the State will be involved and if there are things they don’t want to see included they will not be included.  Parks and Recreation, Historic Districts (DRA) everyone is involved.  Mr. Crowder asked about approving the process in phases, that is, look at Phase I and II and the $9,000 budget and then based on the comments, the Council could approve moving ahead.  Mayor Meeker stated he feels we need to commit to the entire process as he feels Planning will let the Council know if the process is not working.  Ms. Baldwin commended all for the concept of a design competition and she feels that will bring forth a lot of ideas.  Mr. Stephenson pointed out we need to make sure everyone is involved including the residents in the downtown area.  He questioned if we could have a check point in the process so the Council would know about people’s reaction, etc.  Planning Director Silver pointed out the staff is committed to reaching out to the citizens involving everyone.  It will not work unless everyone is involved.  He talked about the juried competition, how the results will be displayed, who would review the competition, etc.  Mr. Crowder talked about the juried competition and how that will be developed.  Mr. Crowder moved approval and commended all involved for the process that has been developed including the juried competition but pointed out this needs to be a carefully vetted process.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman.  Planning Director Silver pointed out this is the city’s first attempt for a design competition.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0.
ARTS GRANT ALLOCATIONS – 2009 – 2010 – REFERRED TO BUDGET WORK SESSION; PUBLIC ART AND DESIGN BOARD – APPOINTMENTS CONFIRMED
Brian Starkey, Chair of the Arts Commission, presented the following prepared statement:

The Raleigh Arts Grant Program, funded through a per capita for the arts formula currently set at $4.50, has been critical to the development of many of Raleigh’s cultural organizations, helping to bring stability to our city’s arts community and providing leverage for groups to seek business, foundation, and other agency matching grants. 

A record 40 applications were reviewed by the City of Raleigh Arts Commission Grants panel for 2009-2010.  The panel, consisting of four Arts Commission members and three community representatives, held five meetings in total (panel orientation meeting, three grantee presentation meetings, and a final meeting to determine recommended allocations). 

The requests, consisting of 15 operating, 21 project, 1 management, and 3 lease applications, total a record $1,662,084, with three organizations submitting grants that had not applied last year (Raleigh Ringers, Center Stage, and NCSU Theatre Rolling Repertory Co.).  This year marks the highest amount in requested grants the Arts Commission has received in its 22-year grant program history (with an additional $65,352 being requested compared to last year). 

Using the July 2008 per capita figure (380,173 residents), at $4.50 per capita the Arts Program allocation is $1,710,778.  After the Arts Commission (standard) 15% operating budget, $1,454,150 has been recommended for arts grants to qualifying organizations.  Organizations requesting grants from the Raleigh Arts Commission program have a projected FY10 total budget of $20,153,256; the recommended grants allocation of $1,454,150 is 7.2 percent of these groups’ budgets.  At the $4.50 per capita allocation, record grant cuts in the amount of $207,934 will be required. 

The increase in grant requests is indicative of the growing number and increasing size of arts organizations in Raleigh.  Arts and culture-related Industries (collectively known as “creative industries’) provide direct economic benefits to communities by creating jobs, attracting new investments, generating tax revenues and stimulating tourism and consumer purchases.  Wake’s nonprofit arts and culture industry generated $105.76 million in local economic activity in 2006; additionally arts organizations employed 3,923 FTES, making it the 10” largest County employer. 

The Raleigh Arts Commission, cognizant of the challenges facing the city during this economic downturn, has decided to not request, for FY10, a $5 per capita arts allocation as discussed last year.  At the reasonably modest investment in the arts of $4.50 per capita, the City of Raleigh can still make a tremendous difference in the quality of life of City of Oaks’ residents. 

Mr. Starkey presented Council members with the Arts Commission Grant Recommendation Allocations list along with a brief synopsis of the organizations’ grant request.

Ms. Baldwin stated it would be helpful to see what each group received the year before.  She pointed out the Opera Company budget was large last year but their request and the recommendation was much smaller.  Arts Director June Guralnick pointed out the Arts Commission made recommendations based on a rating scale and the Opera Company failed short in the second half.  There were some concerns about their operation.  Ms. Baldwin questioned if they are talking about budget concerns with it being pointed out that is correct.  Brief discussion took place relative to the recommendations with Mr. Koopman asking why some organizations are listed twice.  It was pointed out grants are made in 3 categories, project, operating and management and a group can apply in two of the three categories.  By consensus it was agreed to refer the recommendations to the Budget Work Session.
Mr. Starkey pointed out in the adoption of the percent for art, ordinance the ordinance included a Public Art and Design Board with the initial selection of this group being recommended by the Arts Commission.  He pointed out the Commission recommends the following:  Thomas Sayre – Chair; Carter Worthy, Clymer Cease, Kofi Boone, Rory Parenell, Judge Robert Radar and Brian Starkey.  Mr. Starkey gave a brief description of each persons’ qualifications.  
Ms. McFarlane expressed appreciation to the Arts Commission for all the work they have done in the past particularly the last few months in the development of the percent for art ordinance, etc. Mayor Meeker moved approval of the Public Art and Design Board appointments.  His motion was seconded by Ms. McFarlane and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote pointing out the grant allocation recommendations will be discussed in budget work session and the matrix for future appointments to the Arts Commission will be submitted very shortly.  The comments were received.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD

ISABELLA CANNON PARK MASTER PLAN – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

Isabella Cannon Park is a 3.5-acre Neighborhood Park located in the University Park neighborhood at the corner of Gardner Street and Kilgore Avenue.  The park has been a part of Raleigh’s park system since the 1930’s.  Funds for the renovation and master plan of the park were included as part of the 2003 Park Bond.  In June 2008 the City contracted with SELLS Design Studio to conduct the Master Plan process.  The Master Plan process followed the resolution and committee process.  The final Draft Master Plan was presented to the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB) on February 19, 2009, at which time the PRGAB heard public comment.  On March 19, 2009, the PRGAB continued discussion of the Draft Master Plan and voted unanimously to forward the Draft Master Plan to City Council and recommend its adoption by Council.  Included in the backup material is the Draft Master Plan Report, which includes a summary of the meetings.  
Recommendation:  Adopt the Draft Isabella Cannon Park Master Plan as recommended by the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board at the March 19, 2009, meeting.

Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board Chairman Weeks pointed out Council members received a historical background on the Isabella Cannon Park Draft Master Plan in their agenda packet.  The information indicated the park has been a part of Raleigh’s park system since the 1930s.  The steep slope on the south side of the property was placed as the bank for the State Fair Horse Track.  An established park features include a retired baseball field, well used basketball court, restroom and concession building, small playground and picnic area.  Due to the age of many of the feature neighbors requested the park be remaster planned and renovated.  He talked about the process including work with SELLS Design Studio which was the consultant working with the plan.  He talked about the master plan and public input process, various meetings, public hearings, etc.  On March 19, 2009 the Board continued discussion of the draft master plan and voted unanimously to forward the draft master plan to City Council and recommend its adoption by Council with the following three conditions set by the master plan committee:  

1. The master plan committee works with Parks and Recreation staff to appeal to the Board of Adjustment to waive the code requirement for the sidewalk and parking (Parks and Recreation staff has met with both Planning and Zoning Staff and Public Works Staff to look at alternative means of addressing these development requirements.  Planning and Zoning has suggested the four parking stalls required to bring the basketball court to compliance could be available parking at the Rose Garden and Raleigh Little Theatre.  For the sidewalk Public Works is willing to work with the Park to have a trail making the connections into the park rather than requiring a standard sidewalk);
2. The sidewalk along Kilgore Avenue is designed and located with sensitivity to the trees and topography along Kilgore Avenue (if a trail can be installed in lieu of a standard sidewalk it will be designed with sensitivity to the existing trees and topography).

3. Parks and Recreation staff informs and includes the Master Plan Committee in review of the design and development plan for Phase I and subsequent phases.  (staff looks forward to continuing to work with the committee and the neighborhood).  

Senior Park Planner Cassie Schumacher-Georgopoulos recognized the members of the Park Masterplan Committee, went over the top design elements as it relates to desires which would include new shelter, rock climbing feature, stage area/pavilion, continued use of the existing basketball court with planned addition of court games, correct the drainage problems, paths for different users, rain garden, outdoor classroom area, meadow with pergola, continued use of existing play field, opportunity for interpretive signs, etc.  She went over the master plan committee actions and recommendations as outlined.  
Ron Massey, Consultant Team, talked about maintaining the tree canopy, retaining the basketball court, drainage improvements, connectivity of trials, soft trails, talked about what they evaluated and what was selected for the plan.  He talked about Phase I which includes sidewalks along Kilgore Avenue and the park and drop off area which is required by code, demolition of the restrooms which would be replaced by new picnic area.  Drainage repairs in the play field rock climbing area, supplements to existing playground, soccer goals, pavilion stages, etc.  

Mr. Weeks indicated in December the Council had petitions filed relative to the Chavis Park carousal and that was assigned to the Planning Commission and pointed out the Board would like to know the status.  Mayor Meeker pointed out the comprehensive planning committee will get back to the Board with their comments.

Mr. Crowder pointed out he feels there are legitimate concerns relative to the parking and questioned why we couldn’t provide on-street rather than cutting into the park.  He talked about the sidewalk being on the other side of Kilgore, there is an internal path already, we don’t want a sidewalk going to nowhere.  The possibility of incorporating parking and drop off, sidewalks and parking with the Raleigh Little Theatre was talked about briefly.  After which it was agreed to refer to Master Plan to Public Works Committee to address the parking and sidewalk issues.  
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF SUBSTANCE ABUSE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

PILLS CAN KILL – PILL DROP OUT EVENT – ANNOUNCED
Karen Kranbuehl, Vice-Chair of the Substance Abuse Advisory Commission, was at the meeting to explain an event her group plans to hold on Saturday, May 30.  The event is to help raise awareness of the abuse of prescription drugs.  She pointed out earlier this year when they met with representatives of the Police Department and found out that the police had noticed a big increase in prescription drugs abuse and have even noticed that drug dealers are selling prescription drugs on the street they saw the need for this program.  Police seizures of Oxycontin is up some 700 percent over last year.  It seems that children and teens are the biggest abusers of prescription drugs.  She again stated the event is planned for Saturday, May 30th and will be held at six Food Lions across the city.  People will be able to drop off pills with no questions asked.  Representatives of the Police Department and Drug Enforcement Administration will be there and will be there to help secure the site and make sure the drugs are disposed of properly.  They also plan to have displays of how people can property dispose of drugs, get information on preventing prescription drug abuse, etc.  She explained they plan to work with the police, news, posters, new letters and any media coverage they can to publicize the event.  
Ms. Kranbuehl pointed out a similar event was held on Cataract County recently and some 44,000 pills were collected in 4 hours.  In Charlotte it was some 80,000 pills.  

Brief discussion took place as to where people are getting the drugs with it being pointed out most of the drugs are found in homes, pills are expired but people just have not disposed of them.  In response to questioning Ms. Kranbuehl indicated the proper way to dispose of drugs is to mash them up and mix them with something undesirable such as coffee grounds, kitty little, etc.  
Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to the group for working on this issue.  Ms. McFarlane agreed it is a great idea and questioned if the City’s Public Affairs department can help advertise and also offered the services of her company for drug disposal.  Mr. Stephenson talked about the Youth Summit being scheduled shortly and suggested the Substance Abuse Advisory Committee could share information with the Human Relations Commission and they could work together for advertising, etc.  The comments were received.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE WATER CONSERVATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE

WATER CONSERVATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE RECCOMMENDATIONS RELATIVE TO DROUGHT AND CONSERVATION – REFERRED TO THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE; WATER RATE INCREASES – REFERRED TO APRIL 27, 2009 WORK SESSION AND BUDGET WORK SESSION
City Manager Allen indicated the Council had requested a great deal of information which has been provided to Council members in their agenda packet.  He stated he would not go into detail but would be glad to answer questions.  One of the issues is a follow-up from the Water Conservation Advisory Council:  Another is a summary look at what Administration will be recommending for the CIP at the work session next Monday.  He stated the Council also asked for options and Administration had provided a serious of options and pointing out Administration feels that option 3 is the best and preferred; that option includes increasing water and sewer rates by 17% effective May 1 and increasing capacity fees to $500 in FY2010 and another $1,000 in FY2011.  He stated the City Administration has been estimating very conservatively based on current flows, rate models, etc.  He stated Administration tried to provide information on the impact on the average customer and he feels this would be about $17.50 more this year than if the increase were made effective July 1.  He stated Administration recommends an increase of 17% effective May 1 moving the CIP out, consider a $500 increase in capacity fees effective July 1, and continue moving forward with Tier rate increases in December 1 which would be at that point revenue natural.  He stated it if felt it is very important to open the D. E. Benton plant on time and explained the reasoning.
Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation for the report and analysis.  He stated however he has a fourth option.  Mayor Meeker stated we have four goals we need to achieve in our public utilities, quality drinking water with an efficient system, conservation, lowest rates in the area and fiscally sound system worthy of the AAA bond rating.  He stated in the short term some of goals are competing against each other but in the long term he feels they are working toward the same result.  He stated his fourth option would be an interim rate increase to pick up one-half of the increased recommended for May 1, the one-half would be 8 ½ percent beginning May 1 through November 2009 and in December when we get the tired rates with lower rates per 1,000 gallons which would pick up the other half or 8 ½ percent.  He stated he feels that would address the concerns and balance our competing needs and at the same time maintain low rates.
Mr. Stephenson expressed appreciation to the Mayor for his efforts to balance the competing needs.  He talked about the tiered rates which he feels will send good signals as it relates to our AAA bond rating, will help people conserve but he feels we need to do something to move away from our continuing need to have rate increases.  Our citizens need to be a part of the solution and help us address the issue.  He stated now in cool weather we use some 40 MGD and in hot weather some 70 MGD.  He stated we have to look at some way for our citizens to be a part of the solution to address the peaks.  He feels this is an opportunity to have some type incentive or rebate on capacity fees.  He stated low flow toilets is one step but we need other incentives.  He talked about tiered rates going a long way to help address the issue.  Mayor Meeker suggested that the various options be considered at the work session scheduled for Monday, April 27.  We will take up the options as well as Mr. Stephenson’s comments.  In response to questioning, City Manager Allen pointed out 8 ½ to 9 percent is very difficult to model.  We would be pushing off the rate increase during peak times.  He sees risks involved.  It is hard to model what these rates would be even to get revenue neutral and he feels it would be less for tiered rates.  He talked about the significant risks of the two step process which will introduce a lot of unknown.
Mary Brice, Water Conservation Advisory Council, pointed out Council members received their draft recommendations in the agenda packet.  They are not the final version but summarizes what the group has looked at thus far and develops a laundry list which includes year round conservation measures, certified vehicle wash program modifications, incentive programs, conservation Stage 3, risk-base conservation triggers, PIO for Public Utilities Department, public education, partnering with local businesses, drought advisories, water efficiency audits, golf course irrigation modification, building code modifications, discontinued regulations of minor uses, and have a standing water conservation advisory council  She presented information on the where our drinking water is going which shows 62% of the water used is by residential, 24% by commercial and 11% by institutional and 3% by industrial.  Of the residential they looked at the amount used for washing clothes, showers, faucets, leaks, irrigation, etc.  She talked about peaking factor and peaking hours in each pressure zone, pointing out that newer development isn’t necessarily better.  She presented a chart showing how conservation affects future capital projects and talked about the need to set goals for water conservation.  Those goals could include such things as what is the minimum reduction needed to meet projected growth and/or delay some growth related capital expenses; what is the reasonable maximum reduction possible; match the water to the use, that is, utilization of drinking water for drinking purposes, matching the price to the use, helping all users to be as efficient as possible.  She talked about developing strategies to meet the goals explaining matching the water to the use; looking at wastewater reuse, and rainwater harvesting.  We should also look at developing strategies to meet the goals that is match the price to the use and talked more about tiered rates, helping all users to be as efficient as possible by utilizing such things as education, media, business partners, water audits/technical assistance, water budgets, incentives for water efficient devices, eliminating or limiting the need for irrigation and eliminating or limiting the need of drinking water for irrigation.  She talked about everyday water conservation which means energy plus alternate sources for non portable uses equals an extended lift of our water supply and looking at delaying some growth related capital expenses.  She talked about water supply planning and operations, effective drought management plans, effective drought triggers and drought responses with base drought triggers and responses.  She detailed the comments she made and the thought and theories behind each item.  
Mr. Koopman questioned evaporation rates from our lakes during the summer.  Brian McCrodden talked about rates he has heard as it relates to evaporation and use in the summer months.  Mr. Koopman talked about the fundamental government structure in Raleigh, that is, are we set up right as it relates to our public utilities department.  Bill Holmon talked about the possibility of integrating stormwater, wastewater and drinking water systems into the domain of the Public Utilities Department. 

Mayor Meeker talked about two issues relating to additional conservation measures and goals and drought issues and suggested that those two items be referred to Public Works Committee.  

Mr. Stephenson talked about water budgets, drought restrictions, etc., as well as insurance and questioned if what we have is state of the art and if it is something we need to get into.  Brian McCrodden stated he has been in this business over 20 years.  He does not know of any other place in country doing the same level of sophistication as what we are talking about.  It has become a state of practice but pointed out this is not the only way to go about this.  He talked about base drought restrictions, DENR rules and regulations, drought plans, how they developed, caution about putting on more restrictions than is necessary pointing out conservation is only one tool and various alternatives need to be studied.  The Mayor talked about the alternatives being seasonal.  Mr. Koopman questioned if it is realistic or reasonable to project that our area could out pace it’s natural ability water wise to support the population with it being pointed out you have to have growth protection in any plan.  Global warming, precipitation patterns and sensitivity analysis, cost to come up with risk based tools, projections for modeling was talked about with it being pointed out the City has done a lot of the work already.  The relationship between drought and budgeting was also talked about.  After other discussion, Mayor Meeker suggested that the issue of conservation and drought restrictions be referred to Public Works Committee.
Mr. Koopman asked about the attendance of the Water Conservation Advisory Council with Ms. Brice pointing out she thought it was very good.  She stated Norman Camp had to resign and one member was on maturity leave but participated by telephone.  

REQUEST AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

SCHOOLS – REQUEST FOR RESOURCE OFFICERS – REFERRED TO BUDGET WORK SESSION

Loree Idol was at the meeting representing Enloe High School and others.  Approximately 10 persons stood in her support.  She stated she is a long time Enloe parent but there are representatives from other schools with her.  She read an article from Enloe’s newspaper “Eagle Eye” written by Nathaniel Jeyakran, entitled “The Call to Arms Against a Common Enemy” which talked about the world no longer being a safe or sheltered place and the impact on Enloe High School.  The request is that the City Council consider funding one school resource officer per every 1,000 students at all Raleigh City High schools.  In response to questioning from the Mayor, Ms. Idol indicated currently there are nine school resource officers in Raleigh High Schools.  Enloe has a second temporary officer that was assigned in January.  Ms. Idol stated based on the fact that there are 18,000 students in Raleigh High Schools and the request is for one SRO per one 1,000 students, Raleigh High School should have 9 more school resource officers.  
She talked about increasing gang activities, the fact that 24 percent of local gang members are 18 or younger, talked about drugs, assaults, etc.  She stated they had talked to the Raleigh Police Department and they believe that the additional SRO would be helpful, if there is only one SRO in a school they only have time to react to situations not be proactive.  A second one at each school would allow the officers to be proactive.  The estimated costs between $500,000 and $800,000.  
Mayor Meeker asked if there is any possibility of stimulus money and questioned how the school Board and/or the County may be participating in similar requests.  Ms. Idol pointed out they do have bicycle cops but they do not carry weapons nor have any real authority.  They do provide a presence which is helpful.  In response to questioning from Mr. Isley, it was pointed out the Wake County Sheriff’s department funds SROs at middle schools.  Discussion took place as to why the School Board is not funding the request, how the SRO’s work, the fact that this request is not from the School Board but some parents in various schools.  The help that has been given to the area and the general improvement based on work the City is doing in the area was talked about.  The work that is being done at schools to address crime issues was talked about, after which it was agreed the request would be referred to Budget Work Session and may be Administration could provide information on possible assistance from the County and what they may be doing.  Ms. Idol pointed out one problem relates to the fact that many of the kids park off-campus and if something occurs off-campus the incidents do not show up in the police reports as being school related.  No further action was taken and the items referred to Budget Work Session.

UNFIT BUILDING – 1108 SOUTH BLOUNT STREET – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Wade Thomas, 1115 South Blount Street, was at the meeting to request an extension of time of at least 60 days to complete repairs at 1108 South Blount Street.  Inspections Director Strickland pointed out Mr. Thomas is ahead of the game and he doesn’t need an extension at this time.  The hearing on this property is scheduled from May 6, 2009.  Mr. Thomas pointed out he has had health problems and has not been able to complete the work.  Mayor Meeker suggested that Mr. Thomas talk with Inspections Director Strickland to get the status of the situation.

UNFIT BUILDING – 421 WATSON STREET – EXTENSION TO OCTOBER 1, 2009 GRANTED
Benjamin Steel, 444 South Blount Street, stated he was at the meeting to provide a status report and request approval of an extension of time in order to complete the repairs on the redevelopment of his historic home at 421 Watson Street.  He gave a detailed time line beginning in April of 2000, extensions he has received, requests before the Board of Adjustment, various delays he has encountered, the fact that he now has permits, the variance and presented photos of the work he is doing.  He stated he closed on a full construction loan on March 20, 2009 and has hired a general contractor.  He stated he thinks he will be through by the end of the year.

Inspections Director Strickland indicated the City has been dealing with this since September 2006 and told of the extensions that have been granted.  He stated the appearance before the Board of Adjustment had nothing to do with the renovation of the house but a variance was needed because Mr. Steel wanted to enlarge the house.  He stated he feels granting an extension until the end of the year is a little too long.  Mayor Meeker pointed out extensive renovation is occurring.  Mr. Crowder pointed out may be Mr. Steel could continue his work and come back in 3 or 4 months and if progress is being made then additional time could be granted.  Mr. Crowder moved that an extension be granted to October 1, 2009 and at that time if Mr. Steel has completed at least two-thirds of the repairs by that time he could come and request another extension.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote (West absent and excused).  

UNFIT BUILDING – 312 CUTLER STREET – EXTENSION TO JULY 21, 2009 GRANTED

Phyllis McElveen was at the meeting explaining they have redone the porch and back room at 312 Cutler Street.  They have torn down the plaster, secured walls, replaced sheetrock, etc.  They have done quite a bit of work.  She thinks things are moving along but would like an extension of 3 months.  Inspections Director Strickland indicated she is moving along very well and has done over 70% of the work.  The Raleigh Historic District Commission requirements are taking a little longer.  He has no problem with a 3-month extension.  Mr. Crowder moved an extension be granted until July 21, 2009.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and put to a vote which passed unanimously (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on 7-0 vote.
LEESVILLE ROAD – REQUEST TO DEFER AND FINANCING OF FEES – APPROVED

Fred Fletcher representing Unity Church of Raleigh would like to request permission to defer the fee in lieu for Lot 2, Leesville Road, until site plan approval or sale of lot and permission to fiancé fee in lieu for Lot 1 over a 10 year period as offered to other non-profits.  The City Clerk reported Mr. Fletcher had an emergency and could not be at the meeting and asked that the issue be held until May 5.  In response to questioning City Manager Allen pointed out staff has no objection to the requests.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of staff’s report which indicates staff is supportive of the request to phase the payment of a fee in lieu of construction for Lot 1 and deferral of the fee in lieu of payment for Lot 2 until future development of this lot.  This is in connection with Unity Church which is attempting to subdivide their property on Leesville Road into lots which is triggering exactions for their frontage on Leesville Road and on Fairbanks Drive.  Mayor Meeker’s motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and put to a vote which passed unanimously (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

The City Clerk was asked to advised Mr. Fletcher of the action and if he needs additional time before the Council to put the item on the May 5 agenda.
MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

UNFIT DWELLING – 3200 HILLSBOROUGH STREET – HEARING – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the adoption of an ordinance prohibiting occupancy of the unfit dwellings until repaired to comply with the requirements of the Housing Code and pursuant to the provisions of Section 10-6130 of the Code of the City of Raleigh.

	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NO.
	TIME LAPSE

	3200 Hillsborough Street (D)
	David House LLC
	0098684
	106 Days


David House indicated he owns the property at 3200 Hillsborough Street, which is Wilmot Apartments.  He stated he got a letter just before Christmas telling him of all of the work that needs to be done.  He needs about six months to do the repairs.  He stated so far he has spent some $40,000 on the stairwells, welding, etc.  This complex includes 24 units and 8 or 9 are vacant.  He stated it is difficult to get the work done as many of people sleep during the day so they cannot get into their units until 3:00 p.m. or after.  He pointed out he has the property sold and the closing date is August 15.  He may need a little bit longer.  
Inspections Director Strickland indicated this is a large apartment building that is in really bad shape.  Mr. House has completed about 30% of the requirements.  He pointed out one of the concerns is the code requires two means of ingress or egress.  The fire escape which is one of the means of ingress or egress is in very bad shape.  He suggested that the Council go ahead and adopt the ordinance, get the people out and then make repairs.  He pointed out the staff is very concerned.  He showed the Council his file on this complex which is very extensive.  
Mr. House indicated he had an engineer’s report which said everything was fine, now the Inspections Department says they want a welding inspector to check the work.  He pointed out he is suppose to have meetings this coming week for an inspector to check them.  No one else asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mayor Meeker moved that the Council adopt an ordinance and have Mr. House work with Mr. Strickland.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 571.
Mr. Crowder pointed out at one time when the Inspections Department brought housing cases before the Council they have a slide show showing the condition of the building and/or complaints.  He asked that the Inspections Department rezone that practice. 

PUBLIC NUISANCE ABATEMENTS – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the adoption of a resolution confirming the charges for the abatement of public nuisances as a lien against the property as listed below:

	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NO.
	ABATEMENT

	1505 Beauty Avenue (C)
	Willie Haywood Jr.
	0029752
	$340.00

	3601 Croydon Mill Way (B)
	Alan & Elizabeth Carfrae
	0288797
	$230.00

	1909 Crawford Road (C) 
	Colon & Rachael Rogers
	0068050
	$320.00

	1813 Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard (C)
	Road Runner Investment Prop LLC
	0102272
	$300.00


The Mayor opened the hearing no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of a resolution confirming charges as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 873.
STC-2-09 – BYRD STREET – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the permanent closing and disposition of a 137 square foot right-of-way along a portion of the northern right-of-way of Byrd Street abutting 2301 White Oak Road with the understanding the closed strip shall revert to Lyndon Jordan who will pay the sum of  $2,873 to cover expenses, etc. for the closing.

The Mayor opened the hearing no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of a resolution authorizing the closing as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 874.

SNC-10-08 – BRIARMONT COURT TO INFINITY LANE – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider changing the name of the 1400 block of Briarmont Court to Infinity Lane pursuant to Standard Procedure 900-9 (V) with the effective date of the name change to be July 1, 2009.  The Mayor opened the hearing no one else asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of a resolution authorizing the name change as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 875.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES – PLAN REVIEW EFFICIENCY/EXPEDITION – REORGANIZATION PROPOSALS – APPROVED

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends approval of the Development Services reorganization proposals and benchmarks dated April 14, 2009 as indicated below:
PHASE 1: JULY 1, 2009 – DECEMBER 31, 2009 

1.
Establish/publish benchmarks for response time for each review function. 

2.
Establish responsible individual for official interpretations each review function. 

3.
Establish process for addressing internal interpretation of policies and procedures within a specific time frame. 

4.
Establish and collect customer feedback at key service points. 

5.
Develop with OSAC parameters for “Project Coordinator” optional fee based service. 

6.
Establish/publish for each review function the customer submittal requirements, establish centralized highly qualified cross function plan intake personnel, implement an intake process which qualifies the submittal to established standards, and initiate the review. 

7.
That the first round of review comments should be complete, and comprehensive 

8.
That a customer should have the option to schedule a face-to-face meeting with necessary development review staff after the first round of comments within an established time benchmark/standard. 

PHASE 2: JANUARY 2010 – JUNE 2010 

1.
Meet or exceed the established benchmark for response time for each review function ninety percent (90%) of the time. 

2.
Staff interpretations to be issued within forty-eight (48) hours of receipt of written request. 

3.
Official interpretation of internal policy is established, the outcome shall be published using a web-based system for external and internal use. 

4. 
Establish a system for conducting exit interviews by senior managers upon completion of certain types of development approvals in order to gauge customer satisfaction. 

5.
Implement a pilot “Project Coordinator’ optional fee based service. 

6.
Utilize customer feedback to identify areas for improvement. 

7.
That a specific time period for each sequence, and each queue in the plan review process be established by staff through dialogue with DSAC including a reasonable time for the customers consultant to respond to comments, such that a project timeline can be estimated for the plan review process. 

8.
That an on-line data reporting system be created to collect regular, periodic updates as to status of each project in each reviewer’s queue.  The status should be posted so all customers can see where plans are in the review cycle and where they stand in each queue.  Even if the plans have not yet been reviewed, the status report will indicate where the plans are in the queue and when that reviewer expects to review those plans.  That the online tracking system be implemented, so that comments from each reviewer are available online after the reviewer enters the comments into the online database.  These comments should be available to the customer in real-time, so that the customer does not have to wait to view the comments until all reviewers are finished.  After completing the review and posting the comments online, the reviewer should also denote the disposition of the plans, where they are, and what remains to be done to them 

9.
That given a complete and comprehensive first round of comments, and given the customer’s cooperation in resolving all issues, a second review should only raise those issues not resolved by the customer according to the first review comments or that are caused by changes made to the plans by the customer. 

10.
That once a set of plans are approved, the plans should remain approved such that the approved plan is not subject to re-review by the same disciplines at another level of the development plan review process. 

11.
That the inspections function be clearly defined through dialogue between staff and the DSAC so that the inspector’s review strictly adheres to the plans approved by the qualified plan review team.  Should the inspector identify a need for alteration in the field, the Team Captain would resolve the issue with the respective discipline in a timely manner so as not to hinder progress of construction, secure approval by the qualified plan reviewer, and document the approved alteration to the plans. 

12.
Establish a centralized Customer Service Center under the direction of the Customer Services Manager 

PHASE 3: JULY 2010 – DECEMER 2010 

1.
Improve the established benchmark [or response time for each review function of ninety percent by 2% annually. 

2.
Automate customer service feedback to monitor, report and use as a specific measurement (stand-alone metric) for performance review for individuals and review team assessment, publish reporting data on the web. 

3.
That the data collected from the on-line tacking system be used for monitoring and reporting the effectiveness of the process, to identify obstructions and solutions to improving the process, as well as compare efficiency month-to-month and year-over-year to make sure the system adapts to changes in demand and continues to be effective.  That the data collection system be congruent with the accounting of costs of services by reviewing staff such that the fee-based system can be justified to the customer funding it. 

Council Conditions 

1.
The Council hereby requests that the DSAC remain as an informal advisory body, meeting as needed to continue to advise the Council on City developmental matters. 

2.
Benchmarks, definition of deliverables terms and definitions used in this document will be produced by staff in cooperation with the DSAC. 

3.
The completed benchmarks definition of deliverables terms and detailed obligations, responsibilities and commitments of both the DSAC and staff will be complied into Terms of Agreement for reporting, review and ratifying by Council. 

4.
The DSAC commits with assistance of Development Services staff to communicate and educate the Raleigh development, design and construction community its obligations and responsibilities. 

5.
The DSAC will continue to work with staff towards the goals outlined in Phases 1, 2 and 3.  Within 30 days of the dates set for the completion of each phase, the DSAC will report to the Council its opinion on the attainment of these goals and any recommended changes to the same.

Mayor Meeker moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion on a 7-0 vote.

J. T. LOCKE RESOURCE CENTER – FUNDING – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION AND BUDGET WORK SESSION

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends that representatives of J.T. Locke Resource Center continue to work with Administration on space and grants for the work of the Center and to refer the item to Budget Work Session for continued work.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. McFarlane and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  
INSPECTION AND PLAN APPROVAL FEES – REFERRED TO BUDGET WORK SESSION

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends that the item inspection and plan approval fees be referred to the Budget Work Session for further discussion.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Isley moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
PUBLIC UTILITIES – WATER AND SEWER CAPACITY FEES – REFERRED TO APRIL 27 WORK SESSION AND BUDGET WORK SESSION

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends that the items relating to water and sewer capacity fees be referred to the Special Public Utilities Work Session scheduled for April 27, 2009 and to Budget Work Session.  Mr. Isley moved approval as read by the Mayor.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and put to a vote which passed unanimously (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  

WALNUT CREEK WETLAND CENTER/LITTLE CREEK GREENWAY PROJECT – PURCHASE OF 1005 PETERSON STREET – APPROVED
Chairperson Crowder Chair of the Real Estate portion of the Budget & Economic Development Committee reported by unanimous vote the Committee recommends the acquisition of 1005 Peterson Street from W. Ted Gossett.  The City will purchase 2.94 acres for $95,000.  The property will be used for the Little Creek Greenway Project and also in association with the Walnut Greek Wetland Center.  Funding for the purchase will come from the current CIP or from existing bond money.  Mr. Crowder moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
CONDEMNATION – 6100 THORNTON ROAD – UPPER NEUSE GREENWAY PROJECT – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Chairperson Crowder reported the Real Estate section of the Budget & Economic Development recommends that the Council approve the condemnation proceedings for acquisition of properties located at 0 Capital Boulevard and 6100 Thornton Road owned by River Place IV, LLC and Elaine A. Rainer, Heirs respectively.  These properties will be utilized for the Upper Neuse Greenway Project.  City Manager Allen pointed out we have settled on the acquisition of 0 Capital Boulevard so we do not need condemnation proceedings for that but we do need to proceed with the 6100 Thornton Road.  Mayor Meeker moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder.  Mr. Isley asked about the ownership of River Place and questioned if he should be excused from voting with the City Attorney indicating no.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 877.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

TEXT CHANGE – COMPOSE FACILITIES SPECIAL USE – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION TO DRAFT

Chairperson McFarlane reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends the City Council direct administration to prepare a text change to create a new special use permit designation for compose facilities and authorize a public hearing for that text change upon completion of the ordinance.  On behalf of the Committee, Ms. McFarlane moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

STREET CLOSING – NOTIFICATIONS – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA

Chairperson Isley reported the Law and Public Safety Committee recommends that the item relating to temporary street closing notifications be reported out of committee with the Council directing Administration to monitor and address complaints by citizens regarding traffic issues and street closing notifications for special events.  On behalf of the committee, Mr. Isley moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson.  Mr. Isley pointed out the person who had contacted Mr. Crowder about his concerns will get notification of every street closing involving his portion of Hillsborough Street.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

BROADBAND CABLE LEGISLATION – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Ms. Baldwin indicated there have been several bills presented in the General Assembly relating to regulation of Broad Band Cable.  She stated there are some questions as to whether it would impact the City of Raleigh’s plan for wifi on the plaza and Fayetteville Street.  She stated the City Attorney had prepared a proposed resolution to express the concern of the City of Raleigh about the recently introduced legislation regulating government provisions of Broadband Service and Cable Television Service.
City Attorney McCormick indicated there are two bills, Senate Bill 1004 and House Bill 1252 which might affect what the City’s currently do as it relates to providing this service to our citizens.  He stated the biggest concern he has relates to the possibility that the bills could prohibit the City of Raleigh from getting Federal stimulus money.  He stated because no one knows how fast these bills may go through the General Assembly, he would suggest that the City Council suspend its rules and consider the proposed resolution at today’s meeting rather than holding it over for two weeks.  Mayor Meeker questioned if this would affect Wilson with the City Attorney pointing out that is a totally different situation.  After brief discuss on the bill, who presented the bills, and their status, Mr. Crowder moved that the Council suspend its rules and approve the resolution as submitted at today’s meeting.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  They Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 878.

INTERCITY VISIT – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker pointed out the City of Raleigh was well presented at the Intercity visit in Dallas.  He talked about discussions he had had with Dr. Atkinson of Wake Med relative to some issue questions about certain facilities.  He asked that Planning Director Silver be asked to work with Dr. Atkinson relative to his concerns.  The comments received.

FIVE POINTS – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker pointed out he had met with Mr. Koopman and Mr. Isley and business owners in the Five Points area.  They are interested in creating a great spaces concept for that area.  He talked about concerns about parking, traffic, speeding, etc.  He stated he would provide the City Manager with a copy of the letter of concern, may be we could look at it in the next five to six months.  He pointed out the Five Points area employees some 400 to 500 people and we need to look at what we can do to upgrade the area.  The comments were received.
HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE – ACKNOWLEDGED

Ms. McFarlane asked the Council to remember that today is Holocaust Remembrance Day.  The comments were received.

SPEEDING – TRENTON ROAD – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mr. Crowder pointed out there had been discussion about the Trenton Road speed limits reduction and asked that the matter be referred to the Public Works Committee.  Mr. Stephenson stated he thought that had been clarified or addressed.  No action was taken.

WATER CONSERVATION – LOW FLOW WASHER INCENTIVE PROGRAM – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Crowder pointed out he had received a couple of emails relative to the incentive program relating to low flow toilets.  Several people had asked if we could have incentives for low flow washers.  City Manager Allen pointed out that is part of the conservation program that will be considered.  The comments were received.

PARKING RATES – DOWNTOWN – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Crowder pointed out he has had some concern expressed and has concern relative to the increase in parking fees for the downtown area.  He questioned the possibility of leaving the on-street parking rates at their present level or without metering for another year.  He stated a lot of businesses in the downtown area are having a difficult time; therefore, he feels it would be helpful to them to delay our parking meters for the downtown area for at least a year.  He feels that would have a tremendous positive impact.  Mayor Meeker pointed out the on-street parking package is intended to strengthen the program and provide for turn-over which would benefit the merchants in the downtown area.  Mr. Crowder stated he understands that and agrees with the concept but he feels the timing is bad.  The Mayor pointed out if we make that adjustment we would have to make an adjustment somewhere else to make it revenue neutral.  He suggested referring the item to Budget Work Session and the Council could receive a budget note on parking.  Mayor Meeker stated he would talk with Mr. Crowder about the timing of the downtown parking meter installation.  City Manager Allen pointed out staff already has the authority to increase the rates and pointed out that has not occurred and we are doing some deck modeling.  The comments were received.
APPOINTMENTS

HILLSBOROUGH STREET COMMUNITY SERVICE CORPORATION – APPOINTMENTS MADE

Mr. Crowder indicated he feels it would be good to have the Council appointed positions on the Hillsborough Street Community Service Corporation to be position specific, one of the slots should be filled by the district councilor and the second slot should be filled by the City Manager or his designee.  He stated what he would like to suggest is that the two slots be filled in that manner and the Council reaffirm Joyce Kekas’s position on the Hillsborough Street Partnership City Attorney McCormick stated he would like an opportunity to study the Council’s policy which may prohibit a Council member from serving on such board.  Mayor Meeker suggested moving forward with reappointing Ms. Kekas to the Hillsborough Street Partnership and naming the City Manager or his designee to the Hillsborough Street Community Service Corporation and holding the other slot open.  Mr. Crowder seconded the motion which was put to a vote and passed unanimously (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote. 
During the night portion of the meeting, Mayor Meeker stated there is a matter of business from today’s meeting that relates to a Council member serving on the Hillsborough Street Community Service Corporation.  City Attorney McCormick stated the issue is Councilman Crowder’s eligibility to serve on the cooperation.  He pointed out that is controlled by resolution 1988-150 which is a resolution that establishes policy for Council, Boards and Commissions. He stated that allows Mr. Crowder to serve with the group but if anything concerning the group is discussed by the City Council; Mr. Crowder has to inform the Council immediately that he is a member of that group.  He stated Council will then determine if there is a conflict of interest and the exception to this is if the item is funding the group to this.  If there is funding to the group involved, Mr. Crowder would not be able to vote and would need to be excused.  Mayor Meeker asked Mr. Crowder if he wanted to serve on the Hillsborough Street Community Service Corporation with Mr. Crowder answering in the affirmative.  Mr. Koopman moved that Mr. Crowder be appointed to the second position on the Hillsborough Street Community Service Cooperation.  His motion was seconded by Ms. McFarlane and put to a vote which passed unanimously (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION – NOMINATION MADE

It was pointed out there is one vacancy on the Telecommunication Commission.  Ms. Baldwin nominated Sam Garfield.  The item will be carried over to the next meeting. 

NOMINATIONS

APPEARANCE COMMISSION – NOMINATIONS MADE

The terms of Willie Hood and James Redmond Harris are expiring.  Both are eligible for reappointment.  Mr. Hood does not wish to be considered for reappointment.  Ms. Baldwin nominated Cindy Szwarckop.  Mayor Meeker nominated James Redmond Harris.  The item will be carried over to the next meeting.  

ARTS COMMISSION – ANN THARRINGTON – REAPPOINTED

The term of Ann Tharrington on the Arts Commission expires in April.  She has served since 2007, has a good attendance record and is eligible for reappointment.  She would like to be considered for reappointment.  Brief discussion took place as whether the Council wanted to hold appointments to the Arts Commission until such time as the matrix is received with the Mayor pointing out he thought that was for slots in which the person resigned.  Mayor Meeker moved that the Council suspend its rules and reappoint Ann Tharrington to the Arts Commission.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and put to a vote which passed unanimously (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT – VACANCIES – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

The terms of regular members Mildred Flynn and Kenneth Heywood are expiring in May and June.  Both have served since 2003; therefore, are not eligible for reappointment.  According to past Council practice, the Council would consider moving the two alternate members - Charles Coble and Timothy Figgins - to regular slots and declaring vacancies for two alternate members.

Mayor Meeker moved the two alternate members be named to regular slots.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and put to a vote which passed unanimously (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
It was pointed out there are now two vacancies for alternate members.  Mayor Meeker nominated Ted Shear.  Mr. Isley nominated Carl McLamb.  Mr. Crowder moved that the Council suspend its rules and appoint the two by acclamation.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a vote which passed unanimously (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

CENTENNIAL AUTHORITY – JESSIE TALIAFERRO AND BILL MULLINS – REAPPOINTED

The terms of Jessie Taliaferro and Bill Mullins on the Centennial Authority are expiring.  Both are eligible for reappointment and would like to be considered for reappointment.  Mr. Isley moved that the Council suspend the rules and reappoint the two by acclamation.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK

MINUTES – APRIL 7, 2009 – APPROVED

Council members received in their agenda packet copies of the minutes of the April 7, 2009 Council meeting.  Mayor Meeker moved approval as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
ELECTIONS – AGREEMENT WITH WAKE COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS – APPROVED

A copy of a proposed agreement with the Wake County Board of Elections to handle all election related items for the City of Raleigh is in the agenda packet.  It is recommended that the Council authorize execution of the agreement.  Mayor Meeker moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

Adjournment.  There being no further business, Mayor Meeker announced the meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m. to be reconvened at 6:30 as a joint hearing with the Planning Commission.  Minutes of that part of the meeting will be covered in a separate set.  

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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