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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 17, 2009, in the City Council Chamber of the Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.




Mayor Charles C. Meeker, presiding




Mayor Pro Tem James P. West




Councilor Mary-Ann Baldwin




Councilor Thomas G. Crowder




Councilor Philip R. Isley




Councilor Rodger Koopman




Councilor Nancy McFarlane




Councilor Russ Stephenson

Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Pastor David Goehring, Highland United Methodist Church.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilor Mary-Ann Baldwin.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS

PROCLAMATION – RALEIGH HISTORY MONTH PROCLAIMED

Mayor Meeker read a proclamation proclaiming April 2009 as “Raleigh History Month” in the City of Raleigh. The Proclamation was accepted by Terra Schramm, President of the Heritage Trail Foundation.  In accepting the Proclamation, Ms. Schramm indicated we have 10 sites in the City of Raleigh and named those sites.  She expressed appreciation for the proclamation.

PROCLAMATION – RALEIGH ORTHOPEDIC CLINIC ANNIVERSARY – PROCLAIMED

Mayor Meeker read a proclamation proclaiming Tuesday, March 17, 2009 as “Raleigh Orthopedic Clinic Day” pointing out the clinic was founded in 1919 before orthopedic surgery was recognized as a specialty, making it one of the first orthopedic practices in the country.  The Raleigh Orthopedic Clinic is celebrating its 90th anniversary of serving the needs of area citizens, sport teams and other organizations.  The Proclamation was accepted by Executive Director Carl Stein.  

PROCLAMATION – NATIONAL SURVEYORS WEEK – PROCLAIMED

Mayor Meeker read a Proclamation proclaiming March 15 through March 21, 2009 as National Surveyors Week in the City of Raleigh.  The Proclamation was accepted by Executive Director Sara Kusan, North Carolina Surveyors Society Vice-President Frank Mundy and North Carolina Surveyors Society Triangle Chapter President Mac Crawford.  In accepting the Proclamation, it was pointed out the home office is in Raleigh and they talked about the 1300 professional surveyors in North Carolina.

STIMULUS PACKAGE – REPORT RECEIVED

City Manager Allen presented Council members with a report relative to the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Project and Funding Information.  City Manager Allen pointed out the information in the handout is only a list of items that we know for sure or that it is highly likely we will be receiving funds.  He stated these are in broad categories and went over description, possible funding for Raleigh and funding source which included the following:  Community Development Block Grant - $648,148; Homeless Prevention - $991,000; Neighborhood Stabilization Fund – between $1 and $2 million in the first round, not sure of the second round; Neuse River Greenway – Falls of Neuse to Perry Creek Road approximately $3.2 million which is about half of what is needed to complete the 7.9 mile section; Community Police Officer – $7,919,755.00; Cemetery Branch Interceptor Replacement unknown amount but estimated cost of some $2 million; Backwash Waste Facility at the D. E. Benton Water Treatment Plant unknown but an estimated cost of some $6.3 million; Capital Area Transit Operation and Maintenance Facility - $22,500,000.  The information included brief details on the various projects and the funding sources in the stimulus package.  
Ms. Baldwin asked about funding in the governor’s budget pointing out there is stimulus money going into that and questioned if Raleigh will be receiving any and expressed a desire that it be tracked.

Mr. Stephenson talked about weatherization and health and human services pointing out it seems like there is an opportunity for a lot of green jobs.  Mr. West pointed out the City recently authorized the establishment of a minority participation group and asked if the City Manager envisioned that group being helpful in making sure we target some of the stimulus money to minority groups.  City Manager Allen pointed out we have to follow state law so we cannot direct money to any particular group.  We do have a 15% MWBE goal and under those guidelines we hope that we can continue to emphasize the importance of that goal.  Mr. West pointed out he had heard that some of the nontraditional money would probably go through nonprofit CDCs and questioned if that is correct with the City Manager pointing out he is not sure, he had heard that information.

Mayor Meeker suggested that the Council receive an update every month or so on the City’s position as it relates to the stimulus money.

CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Meeker presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion.  If a Councilor requests discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  Mayor Meeker stated he had received a request from Mr. Crowder to withdraw the nutrient reduction fee, water and sewer and a request from Ms. McFarlane to withdraw the Strickland Road Park Contract Agreement #2.  Mayor Meeker stated the item relating to Police Rifle Program Expansion includes a budget amendment and the recommendation for approval should include approval of the budget amendment.  City Manager Allen pointed out he did provide Council Members with information concerning some amendments to the parade routes and street closures.  He stated over the past weekend we did have quite a few events which were rained out and they want to be rescheduled.  He asked that the changes as he had provided be included in the consent agenda approval.  Without objection it was agreed to that course of action.  Mr. West moved Administration’s recommendations on the Consent Agenda with the amendments as made be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  The items on the Consent Agenda were as follows.

POLICE – COMMISSION ON ACCREDITATION FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES CONFERENCE DONATION – ACCEPTED
The City of Raleigh agreed to serve as the venue for the 2009 CALEA (Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies).  The Raleigh Police Department will serve as the host agency.  This event will occur March 16-21, 2009.  To date, over 856 attendees have registered from Mexico, Alberta, Quebec, USVI, and most of the 50 states.  Agencies have registered to attend this event.  Through community giving, Sam’s Club and Wal-Mart want to donate $1,000 each to be used in funding some of the costs for promotional items and planning for the event.

Recommendation:  Approve the acceptance of donations for the CALEA Conference.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.
PUBLIC UTILITIES – DRINKING WATER RESERVOIR PROTECTION ACT UPDATE – LETTER AUTHORIZED

The Drinking Water Reservoir Protection Act was approved by the General Assembly on July 25, 2005.  The law required that the Environmental Management Commission adopt permanent rules to implement a nutrient management strategy for certain water supply reservoirs that were defined in the law by July 1, 2008.  A water supply reservoir in North Carolina that met the definition under this law then and now is Falls Lake.  The Drinking Water Reservoir Protection Act was amended by the General Assembly in 2006, to revise the mandatory implementation date for the nutrient management strategy to July 1, 2009.  This delay was due to lake sampling and analysis errors that occurred when the N.C. Division of Water Quality (NCDWQ) performed the monitoring phase of the work required to develop the nutrient management strategy.  City staff has been informed by NCDWQ staff that they will not meet the current deadline date for adoption of permanent rules to implement a nutrient management strategy for Falls Lake and that they will seek to get legislation introduced and approved that will delay the deadline until July 1, 2012.

Recommendation:  Approve the proposed letter to the Wake County Legislative Delegation, regarding any further delay in the adoption of permanent rules to implement a nutrient management strategy for Falls Lake.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.

MUNICIPAL AGREEMENT – GRADE CROSSING SIGNAL IMPROVEMENT AT TARHEEL DRIVE – APPROVED

The North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) has proposed a Municipal Agreement with the City of Raleigh to improve automatic warning devices at the crossing of Tarheel Drive and CSX Transportation Tracks.  The City is responsible for ten percent (10%) of all expenses incurred in the planning, design, and installation by the NCDOT.  The estimated cost is $172,500 and the City’s share is $17,250.  Funding is available in the account 525-8391-79290-975.  A copy of the agreement was in the agenda packet.  The City Attorney has reviewed the proposed agreement.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the Municipal Agreement.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes. See Resolution 839.
POLICE RIFLE PROGRAM EXPANSION – APPROVED – BUDGET AMENDMENT – AUTHORIZED

Expansion of the Police Rifle Program into the Field Operations Division of the Raleigh Police Department would provide one patrol rifle to each squad in the Field Operations Division to ensure city wide coverage is available in the event this equipment in needed.
The current issued shotgun has become outdated technology as compared to the small caliber rifle that is now available to law enforcement officers.  Many departments nationwide have transitioned to this weapon system.  Rifles of the type and caliber recommended have been deployed successfully in the Raleigh Police Department since 1978 with tactical team personnel.  This equipment has served the needs of the Department and the citizens of Raleigh well.  However, the opportunity exits to deploy forty-eight (48) rifles to our patrol officers with equipment that will better prepare them to safely address the challenges that law enforcement officers now face.  Funding will be provided from the Controlled Substance and Seizure Fund.

Recommendation:  Approve the expansion of the rifle program and associated budget amendment.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 559 TF 109.

WAKE FOREST CIRCULATOR TRANSIT SERVICE AGREEMENT – APPROVED

The Raleigh Transit Authority approved the provision of the Wake Forest circulator Transit Service to enhance public transportation opportunities to the citizens of the Town of Wake Forest and to the citizens of the city of Raleigh in the Wakefield development located in northern Raleigh.  The contract term will be from November 1, 2008, and end on June 30, 2009.  Anticipated revenue to be received from this service is $178,425.

Recommendation:  Approval for the City Manager to execute the Wake Forest Transit Service agreement by and between the City of Raleigh, the Town of Wake Forest, and Triangle Transit.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.  

UTILITY ACREAGE FEES – ANNUAL ADJUSTMENT – APPROVED

The City Code provides for an annual adjustment based on the construction cost index of Engineering News Record.  The cost increase is 4.3%, and the rates have been adjusted to reflect this increase.
Recommendation:  Approve the revised acreage fee ordinance and amend the City Code, Section 8-2092, to be effective July 1, 2009.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 554.

ACREAGE FEE REIMBURSEMENT – AMENDMENTS – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

City policy provides a schedule of reimbursement amounts for the different sizes of oversized mains that are eligible for acreage fee reimbursement.  The costs are adjusted annually by the construction cost index from the Engineering News Record as the acreage fees are adjusted.  The increase in the construction cost index is 4.3%, therefore, City Code, Section 8-2094(C), should be amended to reflect this increase.  A copy of the revised schedule is in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve the revised acreage fee reimbursement and amend the City Code, Section 8-2094(c), effective July 1, 2009.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 555.

WATER METER INSTALLATION CHARGE – CHANGES – AUTHORIZED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

In March 1986, the City began installing all water meters.  The proposed water meter installation fee ordinance annual adjustment reflects an approximate 4.3% increase, which is based on the construction cost index of the Engineering News Record.  The increase affects all the meter sizes indicated in the schedule.  The “not ready” fee remains unchanged.

Recommendation:  Approve the proposed water meter installation charges and amend the City Code, Section 8-2005, effective July 1, 2009.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 556.

SEWER MAIN EXTENSION/SEWER SERVICE CONNECTION INSPECTION FEES - PROPOSED CHANGES – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

Prior to being placed into service, all sewer main extensions and sewer service connections to the City’s sanitary sewer system installed by a private contractor are inspected in order to determine if they have been properly installed.  An adjustment to increase both the base inspection fee and the per lineal foot fee by 4.3% is proposed which is based on the construction cost index of the Engineering News Record.

Recommendation:  Approve the proposed sewer inspection fees and amend the City Code, Section 8-2040, effective July 1, 2009.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 557.
TAP FEE SCHEDULE – PROPOSED CHANGES – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The water and sewer service installations are installed by the City or private contractors.  Based upon the contract cost history to date, an analysis has been undertaken to determine the need to adjust the water and sewer tap fees. An increase of 4.3%, which is based on the construction cost index of the Engineering News Record.
Recommendation:  Approve the revised tap fee ordinance and amend the City Code, Section 8-2039, to be effective July 1, 2009.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 558.

PARADE ROUTES – VARIOUS – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

The Agenda presented the following requests for approval of parade routes:

Bicentennial Mall Vicinity
Thelma Wright, representing the North Carolina Harm Prevention Coalition, requests permission to hold a walk on Tuesday, April 7, 2009, from 2:00 p.m. until 3:30 p.m.
Halifax Mall Vicinity
Emily Edmunds, representing the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, requests permission to hold a fundraising walk on Saturday, October 17, 2009, from 7:30 p.m. until 9:30 p.m.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions on reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.  
PARADE ROUTE – ST. PATRICK’S DAY – NEW DATE APPROVED

It was pointed out due to inclement weather, the St. Patrick’s Day parade scheduled for March 14, 2009 was cancelled.  The parade organizers are requesting permission to hold the parade on March 21, 2009 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  Information was included in the agenda packet outlining the parade route as well as closing of certain streets relating to festivities associated with the parade, encumbrance of parking spaces in certain locations and waiver of City ordinances pertaining to possession and consumption of alcohol on city property.  The material provided to Council gave information on off-duty police personnel and clean up.
Recommendation:  Approval according to information included in report in provided Council members.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.  

ROAD RACES – VARIOUS – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

The agenda presented the following requests for road races:

500 Block of Centennial Parkway
William Hall, representing NCSU Air Force ROTC, requests a street closure on Saturday, October 24, 2009, from 9:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. for a road race
2000 Block of Clark Avenue
Mike Zimmerman, representing Race Ventures, requests a street closure on Sunday, October 25, 2009, from 2:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. for a road race.
Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions outlined in reports in the agenda packets.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.  

STREET CLOSING – VARIOUS EVENTS – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

The agenda presented the following requests for temporary street closings:

300 Block of West Davie Street

Eric Harris, representing The Pit Restaurant, requests a street closure on Saturday, April 4, 2009, from 8:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. for customer appreciation day.
He also requests a waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and a waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.
1100 Block of South Saunders Street

Kris Weiss, representing Ray Price Harley Davidson, requests a street closure on Saturday, April 18, 2009, from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. for a customer appreciation day.

1400 Block of Doughton Street

Leslie Howes, representing her neighborhood, requests a street closure on Saturday, April 25, 2009, from 3:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. for a neighborhood celebration.

200 Block of East Martin Street and 200 Block of South Person Street

Ola Nilbrink, representing The World Beer Festival, requests a street closure from Friday, May 1, 2009, at 9:00 a.m. until Sunday, May 3, 2009, at 5:00 p.m. for the annual World Beer Tasting Festival.
He also requests a waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and a waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.
100 Block of East Cabarrus Street

Pat Dickenson, representing the Lincoln Theater, requests a street closure on Sunday, May 31, 2009, from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. for an outdoor entertainment event.
He also requests a waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and a waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.  Backup information on the response from Tupper Memorial Baptist Church concerning the proposal as requested by Mr. West during the March 3 meeting was in the agenda packet.
00 Block of Edenton Street

Dianna Mauney, representing the State Capital State Historic Site, requests a street closure on Saturday, July 4, 2009, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. for Independence Day festivities.
Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions on reports included in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.

STREET CLOSINGS – PARADES – ROAD RACES – RESCHEDULED DATES APPROVED

City Manager Allen stated he had provided Council members with reports relative to change in dates for events that were approved during the March 3 and other previous Council meetings but were changed due to the increment weather.  The following request for changing dates were approved:

St. Patrick’s Day Outdoor Event – Saturday, March 21, 2009 from 12:00 p.m. until 12:00 a.m. with the actually event running from 5:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. in the 100 Block of North West Street.  The request also includes the waiver of City ordinance pertaining to possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages.  The event was approved on March 3, 2009 to be held on March 14, 2009 and the applicant is requesting that the event date be changed to March 21, 2009.
St. Patrick’s Day Celebration – March 21, 2009 – from 8:00 a.m. until 3:00 a.m. on March 22 with the actual event running from 1:00 p.m. until 2:00 a.m. on March 22nd.  All amplified sound must end by 11:00 p.m.  The request is for closure of a portion of the 300 block of North West Street adjacent to Hibernian Pub that includes a waiver of City Ordinances concerning possess and consumption of alcohol beverages and amplified sound which must end by 11:00 p.m.

Outdoor Entertainment Event On Sunday March 29, 2009 From 11:00 A.M. Until 6:00 P.M. With The Actual Event Running From 12:00 P.M. Until 5:00 P.M. In The 300 Block Of Fayetteville Street
This request relates to an outdoor event in front of the Oxford at 319 Fayetteville Street in connection with a Jimmy V Foundation Fundraiser.  Council approved the event on March 3, 2009 the Council approved the event for March 15, 2009 and the request is to change the event to March 29, 2009. They will not be requesting an extension of their regular ABC permit.

Festival And Motor Cycle Stunt Show On Saturday April 4, 2009 From 9:00 Until 9:00 P.M. On A Portion Of The 500 Block Of St. Salisbury Street From Cabarrus Street To Lenoir Street In The 600 Block Of South Salisbury Street
The event was original approved by Council on January 6, 2009 and they are requesting that the even be rescheduled for April 4.  
Recommendation:  Approve the rescheduled dates and events as outlined on reports provided at the Council table.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.

TEXT CHANGE – 4-09 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE AND TC-5-09 PARKWAY CORRIDOR – PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZED

The Department of City Planning is requesting public hearing authorization for a series of text changes.  The proposed amendments to the City Code are associated with the Comprehensive Plan Update and, for purposes of maintaining consistency of terms between the Code and the Comprehensive Plan should be adopted concurrently.
Proposed TC-4-09, Comprehensive Plan Update - Concurrent Actions, clarifies terms and definitions and removes references to Comprehensive Plan elements/policies which are no longer applicable in the 2030 Plan.

Proposed TC-5-09, Parkway Corridor, Urban Corridor and Transit Oriented Development Overlay Districts, introduces regulations for two (2) new overlay districts, the Parkway Corridor and Urban Corridor overlay districts and proposes revisions to the Transit Oriented Development Overlay District.
Recommendation:  Authorize TC-4-09 and TC-5-09 for public hearing.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.

WAKE COUNTY – EAT SMART, MOVE  MORE PROGRAM – GRANT AWARD – ACCEPTED BUDGET AMENDED

Authorization is requested to accept a $20,000 grant from Wake County as part of the Eat Smart, Move More program.  This grant is awarded through the North Carolina Department of Public Health to Wake County Human Services.  The intent of these funds is to construct an inclusive playground for children of all abilities.  A purpose of the Eat Smart, Move More program is to increase physical activity levels of children with disabilities. The playground will be co-located with the new Marsh Creek Community Center in northeast Raleigh.

The following accounts should be increased by:

Revenue Account:

810-7326-51309-984

County Grants


$20,000.00

Expense Accounts:

810-7326-70890-984

Contractual Services

$  1,800.00

810-7326-75221-984

Recreation Equipment

  18,200.00








$20,000.00
Recommendation:  Accept the grant from Wake County, approve the budget amendment, and authorize the City Manager to execute the agreement.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 559 TF 109.
EASEMENT – PROGRESS ENGERGY FOR RELOCATION OF ELECTRIC UTILITY SERVICE TO THE PUBLIC UTILITIES MAXWELL DRIVE PUMP STATION SITE - APPROVED
The Public Utilities Department is upgrading the Maxwell Drive pump station.  Progress Energy has determined this is an opportune time to remove and relocate some of their existing overhead electric facilities, and to install new underground service.  In order to accomplish these electrical improvements, Progress Energy has requested a utility easement for pole relocation and location of a pad mounted transformer.
Public Utilities staff, which manages this City property, has reviewed the request by Progress Energy, and advised that they have no objections to installation of the new facilities, or granting the easement as requested.  Due to the anticipated benefits to the City’s pump station resulting from pole relocation and installation of underground electrical service, no monetary considerations from Progress Energy are recommended.
Recommendation:  Approve the conveyance of requested electric utility easements to Progress Energy without monetary compensation.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.

SALT BARN AT MOUNT HERMAN ROAD – WILLIARD FERM ARCHITECTS – AMENDMENT #2 – APPROVED

This is a request to amend Williard Ferm Architects’ contract to provide a topographic survey of the remaining 38.6 acre Mt Herman Road Site and to update the previous survey.  Additionally reimburse for fees paid on behalf of the City of Raleigh.  Total cost of this amendment is $30,514.45.  Funds are available and will be transferred administratively.
Recommendation: Authorize the City Manager to execute the amendment increasing Williard Ferm Architects’ contract in the amount of $30,514.45 for design services.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.
PULLEN PARK AMUSEMENT CENTER – DESIGN AMENDMENT – LITTLE AND LITTLE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS – APPROVED

The renovation of the Pullen Park Amusement Center, defined as the area inside the miniature railroad tracks, was approved by voters and funded in the 2003 Parks Bond.  Initial work on this project included a comprehensive evaluation of the condition and programs and interim recommendations of the two historic carousels and extensive public review of the full Design Development phase for Pullen Park Amusement Center.  A design addendum has been prepared by the firm Little and Little Landscape Architecture for Final Construction Documents and Construction Administration (CD/CA) Services.  The proposal includes the following: updating the project cost estimate from the completed design development stage, examining and recommending appropriate LEED and Sustainable Sites Initiative elements, public review of the 30% drawings, review and modifications to the design development plans, various tasks associated with dedication of a Tree Conservation Area, construction and permit drawings and bidding services, and regulatory approvals and plats.  The proposed fee for CD/CA services is $677,350.

Recommendation:  Approve the design amendment for CD/CA services proposed by Little and Little Landscape Architects.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes. 

LOWER NEUSE TRAIL – STEWART ENGINEERING DESIGN SERVICES – AMENDMENT – APPROVED
The Lower Neuse Trail Project (including Crabtree Creek East Extension and Walnut Creek East Extension) encompasses over 30 miles of additional greenway trails.  Approximately 2,000 property owners have been identified that are adjacent to these corridors as well as over 30 Homeowner Associations.  The design process is estimated to require 14 months to complete.  Significant public interest and comment is anticipated on this project.

It is proposed that the City establish a listserve as one method of promoting, receiving and responding to public comment of the Neuse River Trail Project.  Stewart Engineering has submitted a proposal to establish a community group’s listserve.  Stewart Engineering would create, monitor and administer the listserve for a period of 14 months.  The fee for this service is a lump sum of $21,560.
Funds are available and an administrative transfer will be prepared to fund this proposal
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the amendment to the Stewart Engineering Design Services Contract for the Lower Neuse Trail Project in the amount of $21,560.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.

RALEIGH CONVENTION CENTER – TERRACON CONSULTANT, INC. – AMENDMENT #10 – APPROVED

The City currently has an agreement with Terracon Consultants, Inc. - Special Inspections/Construction Materials Testing Consultant on the New Raleigh Convention Center.  Contract Amendment #10, adds $40,000 to the contract for final reconciliation of the contract and to provide sufficient funding to complete the testing for the remaining scope of work on the west block.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the contract amendment.  Funds will be transferred administratively.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.

ON-CALL CONTRACT FOR SERVICES – HIGHFILL INFRASTRUCTURE ENGINEERING AMENDMENT #1 – APPROVED

The City currently has an agreement with Highfill Infrastructure Engineering, P.C., for the On-Call Contract for Services.  Contract Amendment #1, in the amount of $279,200, is for design services for the rehabilitation and necessary upgrades for the North Hills, Wade Avenue and Pullen Park Water Booster Pump Stations.

Recommendation:  Approve Amendment #1 and the budgetary transfer.

Transferred From:

348-9019-79001-975
Water Booster Pump Sta Rehab
$279,200.00

Transferred To:

348-8468-79201-975
Main Replacement
$279,200.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 559 TF 109.
ENCROACHMENT – 426 SOUTH MCDOWELL STREET – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY
A request has been received from Shirley P. Jordan (Poole’s Diner) to install a 36 inch by 6 foot 8 inch entry glass door to swing outward encroaching into the right-of-way onto the sidewalk at 426 South McDowell Street.  This is to replace the existing door to swing outward to provide a higher level of emergency egress.  
Recommendation:  Approve the encroachment subject to conditions outlined in Resolution 1996-153 and with the understanding the owner shall obtain a right-of-way permit from the Inspections Department prior to installation.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.

ENCROACHMENT – 301 FAYETTEVILLE STREET – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

A request has been received from Highwood 301 Fayetteville Street, LLC to encroach on the City right-of-way at 301 Fayetteville Street in order to maintain two existing 50 inch by 32 inch telephone hand holes, pedestrian warning signs and architectural precast wall panels as shown on map drawn by Mulkey Engineers and Consultants.  The encroachment is needed to maintain above mentioned encroachment to allow services, alert pedestrians along Wilmington Street of cards exiting the parking deck and architectural elements.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to the conditions outlined in Resolution 1996-153, owner obtaining a right-of-way permit from Inspections Department prior to installation and owner contacting NC One Call Center 48 hours prior to excavation and remaining 10 feet from existing utilities.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.

ENCROACHMENT – TRYON PARK DRIVE – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

A request has been received from MacGregor Square, LLC, to install 12.5 feet high trellis/columns, flag poles, 21 trees and landscape pavers encroaching into the right-of-way on Tryon Park Drive according to plans drawn by Cynthia Rice Landscape Architect and Planning dated 3/3/09.  The encroachment is needed in order to install the above mentioned items.
Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions outlined in Resolution 1996-153, owner obtaining a right-of-way permit from inspections department prior to installation, owner contacting “NCOneCall Center” 48 hours prior to excavation and remaining 10 feet from existing utilities, owner maintaining a 7 foot sidewalk from driveway on SBI site to radii along Tryon road.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.

BUDGET AMENDMENTS – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented the following recommended budget amendments:

Administrative Services - $55,539.00 – to appropriate funding to assist in the purchase of a hyrid bucket truck for traffic signal division of Public Works Department.

Convention Center – Cree interior display - $59,463.49 – additional funds have been received from CREE for the construction of the CREE interior display for the Raleigh Convention Center.  

Public Affairs/Print Services - $125,000 – to allow print services to manage upcoming print work with outside vendors.  Jobs includes various publications for City departments.  The cost will be captured by billing back to individual departments.
Public Utilities – $340,000 – to provide funds for chemicals for remainder of the physical year. 

Public Works/Transit - $15,932.91 – to increase the cash match for an active FTA Capital and planning grant, NC-04-0004 and decrease the NCDOT match for the same active grant to cover grant expenditures that are not reimburseable by NCDOT.  The City cash match budgeted in 525-8420-79001-975.

Solid Waste Services - $139,000 – to establish account for solid waste disposal tax refund distribution from the State of North Carolina in February and May 2009, to promote recycling collection efficiency.
The agenda outlined the revenue and expenditure accounts involved in the recommended budget amendments.

Recommendations:  Approval as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 559 TF 109.

CONDEMNATION – LITTLE ROCK GREENWAY – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Efforts have been unsuccessful to obtain needed easements; therefore, it is recommended that a resolution of condemnation be authorized for the following:
Project Name:
Little Rock Greenway
Name:
Brenda W. Warren

Location:
534 Bragg Street

Recommendation:  Approve condemnation.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 840.

RALEIGH PARKING DECK AND TRANSIT MALL REPAIRS – CAROLINA RESTORATION AND WATERPROOFING/CHANGE ORDER #5 – APPROVED

This change order is for a net increase of $25,748.

Reason:

To provide necessary concrete, structural and waterproofing system repairs at the Moore Square Transit Mall, and the Moore Square and Performing Arts Parking Decks
History:

Original Contract Amount
$199,086.00

Previous Net Changes
$97,286.08

New Contract Amount
$322,120.08

Recommendation:  Approve change order #5 for $25,748.  Funding is available and is in place.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.
MARSH CREEK SKATE PARK – DIAMOND CONTRACTING, INC./CHANGE ORDER #2 – APPROVED

This change order is for a net increase of $3,070.

Reason:

Diamond Contracting Inc. is requesting payment for two minor alterations in the Marsh Creek Skate Park.  The first is a grade change to lower an existing manhole cover and pipe assembly to match the proposed sidewalk elevation already included in the construction documents.  The second item will incorporate a large stone from the site excavation into a concrete raceway next to an existing ramp.  This was proposed by the skate park subcontractor, is supported by the designer and Department staff and will create a signature feature in the Park.  Total cost for the two items is $3,070.  Diamond Contracting Inc. requests no additional contract time associated with this work.  Funds are available in existing accounts and will be handled administratively.

History:

Original Contract Amount:
$577,855.00

Previous Net Changes
$144,241.60

New Contract Amount
$725,166.60

Recommendation:  Approve Change Order #2 for Diamond Contracting Inc., in the amount of $3,070.00 for Marsh Creek Skate Park.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.

GREEN ROAD GYMNASIUM – CHANGE ORDER/RIGGS-HARROD BUILDERS, INC., - APPROVED – FUNDS TRANSFERRED

This change order is for a net increase of $100,196.

Reason:
It is recommended that the parking lot repaving at Green Road Park and Community Center be awarded to Riggs-Harrod Builders, Inc. as a change order with the amount being $100,196.
Funding in the amount of $100,196 is currently available in the Parks Paving Program project reserve.
History:
Original Contract Amount


$1,356,130.00

New Contract Amount


$1,456,326.00

Budgetary accounts to be amended:

Transferred From:
625-8236-79001-975

Parks Paving Prog Capital Project Reserve

$100,196.00

Transferred To:

636-9331-79202-975

Green Rd Gym Addition Const Contract 

$100,196.00

Recommendation:  Approve Change Order #1 in the amount of $100,196 to Riggs-Harrod Builders, Inc., for the parking lot repaving at Green Road Park and Community Center and authorize the associated budgetary transfer.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 559 TF 109.

OPTIMIST POOL CONVERSION – CHANGE ORDER #4/JM THOMPSON COMPANY APPROVED

This change order is for a net increase of $95,191.65.

Reason:

Change Order #4 includes a variety of construction related fees and practices.  Modifications made to the door hardware on both buildings, changes and upgrades to the fire alarm system needed as the result of the building code during inspections/permitting, additional receptacles, gas piping, chain link fencing, concrete work and re-feeding electric service to a maintenance shop onsite.

History:

Original Contract Amount

$3,345,336.00

Previous Net Changes


$   388,482.28

New Contract Amount

$3,829,009.93

Budgetary accounts to be amended:

Transferred From:
625-8236-79001-975

Parks Paving Program


$95,191.65

Transferred To:

636-8403-79290-975

Optimist Pool



 $95,191.65

Recommendation:  Approve Change Order #4/JM Thompson Company in the amount of $95,191.65 for Optimist Pool and authorize the associated budgetary transfer.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 559 TF 109.

TRANSFERS – WITHIN VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
The agenda presented recommended transfers in the Public Utilities Department outlining the code accounts involved and the reason for the transfers which related to over time and chemicals for remainder of the physical year.

Recommendation:  Approval of the transfers as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 559 TF 109.

TRAFFIC – VARIOUS CHANGES – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented a recommendation for a multi-waste stop sign at the intersection of Killarney Hope Drive at O’Neal Road.  The agenda outlined the request and justification for the recommendation which includes meeting warrants as specified in Section 2B.07 of the manual of the uniform traffic control devices.
Recommendation:  Approval of the multi-waste stop request as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 560.

END OF CONSENT AGENDA

NUTRIENT REDUCTION FEES – SEWER AND WATER – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The City, with its contract sewer customers, established the sewer nutrient reduction fee in June 1998 to fund nitrogen removal facilities construction and operation at the Neuse River Wastewater Treatment Plant.  The proposed sewer nutrient reduction fee increase of 4.3% is based on the construction cost index of the Engineering News Record.
The City, with its water customers, established the water nutrient reduction fee in July 2007 to provide a new revenue source for the funding of projects that are designed to protect existing water supply reservoirs water quality (Falls Lake and Swift Creek) and to fund mitigation projects that are necessary to address the impacts of construction of the Little River Water Supply Reservoir.  The water nutrient reduction fee, established in July 2007, is also scheduled to be increased by 4.3%, which is based on the construction cost index of the Engineering News Record.
Recommendation:  Approve the nutrient reduction fee ordinances and amend the City Code to be effective July 1, 2009. 

Mr. Crowder stated he withdrew these from the Consent Agenda pointing out the Council is looking at increasing water and sewer rates and pointed out the proposed increases relate to a percentage and questioned how that would calculate in a person’s month bill.  City Manager Allen pointed out this is new construction fees.  Mr. Crowder moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Ms. McFarlane and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 553.
STRICKLAND ROAD PARK – LITTLE AND LITTLE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS/CONTRACT AMENDMENT #2 – APPROVED

The City currently has a contract with Little & Little Landscape Architects, PLLC for the Strickland Road Park Master Plan.  Contract Amendment #2, in the amount of $146,300, is to extend their services to Phase 1 development of the park.  An allowance has been provided for sustainable design additions such as monitoring LEED credits.  This contract is contingent on the master plan being approved by City Council at the March 17, 2009, meeting.

Funds are available in the project account and a budget transfer will be handled administratively.

Recommendation:  Approve Amendment #2.  

Ms. McFarlane pointed out she had withdrawn this from the Consent Agenda explaining the City seems to have a policy of extending existing contracts rather than going out to competitive bids.  City Manager Allen pointed out when we choose consultant services such as this we do it based on a competitive process.  He indicated when we are extending work on the same project to same time and money the City normally extends the existing contract by renegotiating price for the next phrase or scope of work.  He stated the process has worked well, pointing out it cost time and money to go back through the process.  Ms. McFarlane moved approval as outlined, her motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

SP-90-08 – AMPLE STORAGE/GLENWOOD AVENUE – APPROVED

This request is to approve a 57,224 square foot storage facility including a 600 square foot office on .88 acre site, zoned Thoroughfare District with Metro Park Overlay (MPOD).
CR-11291 from the Planning Commission recommends approval with conditions.  Mr. Stephenson moved the Planning Commission’s recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
REZONING Z-44-08 – COLONNADE CENTER DRIVE/SIX FORKS ROAD – APPROVED

This request is to rezone approximately 6.08 acres, currently zoned Office and Institutional-1.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Shopping Center Conditional Use District.
CR-11292 from the Planning Commission finds that this request is inconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan; however, based on the findings and reasons, that this request be approved in accordance with zoning conditions dated March 5, 2009.

Planning Commission Chair Chambliss presented the Planning Commission’s recommendation as outlined on the agenda.  Planning Director Silver pointed out the Planning Commission spent quite a bit of time on this issue.  He stated “Whole Foods” surfaced quite a bit but pointed out this is a rezoning case.  He pointed out there was discussion about a big box store and outparcel but again pointed out this is a zoning case.  Mr. Stephenson questioned Condition G relating to LEED certification for the building.  Planning Director Silver indicated there is a condition which indicates they are committed to applying and pursuing the LEED Certification but that does not mean it would have to get the LEED Certification but he assumes they would go through the regulations, review and the commissioning process.  Mr. Isley moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Crowder who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-1 vote.  See Ordinance 561 ZC 634.

REZONING Z-19-09 – FORESTVILLE ROAD – TO BE PLACED ON APRIL 7 AGENDA AS A SPECIAL ITEM

This request is to rezone approximately 80.80 acres, currently zoned Wake County Residential-30.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Residential-4.
CR-11293 from the Planning Commission finds that this request is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and recommends that this request be approved.

Planning Commission Chair Chambliss presented the Planning Commission’s recommendation.  Planning Director Silver indicated the Planning Commission vote on this item was 8-1.  In response to questioning, Planning Director Silver indicated zoning would have to be placed on the property within 60 days of the effective date of the annexation, that is, the zoning would need to be placed on the property by the end of June.  

Mr. Stephenson questioned if there will be a review of this project by the Wake Historic Properties Commission.  He stated if and when there is a review by the appropriate Historic Properties Commission he would like for the Council to be provided with a copy of the report.  

Mr. West pointed out this item is not extremely time sensitive and there are some people who want more dialogue with the Board of Education concerning this issue and he feels that would be appropriate.  He asked about the possibility of the two groups getting together and questioned if there is a problem for holding this for one cycle.  Planning Director Silver pointed out this is a general use case so there is no opportunity for conditions.  He stated there has been a letter from the State on what actually exists on the site historic wise and the County has agreed to preserve all of the graves on the site.  Mr. West stated he understood that but he does not feel there is good communication between the people involved and the fact that a two week delay would not affect anything therefore he would like to see this held.  It was pointed out that some groups involved were not aware of the Historic District or the study that was conducted.  Mr. West suggested holding the item until the next meeting to give all a chance to meet and communicate with each other.  Without objection it was agreed to place the item on the April 7 agenda.  

SPECIAL ITEMS

ANNEXATION – ELLIS PROPERTY – 3503 PAGE ROAD – ORDINANCE AND RESOLUTION ADOPTED

During the January 6, 2009, City Council meeting, a hearing was held to consider annexation of the Ellis Property at 3503 Page Road.  During the hearing, questions were raised relative to the rezoning of this property and possible conditions on the rezoning case.  Adjacent property owners requested that the annexation be delayed to allow additional opportunity for discussion of proposed conditions relative to the rezoning.  The item has appeared on several agendas since then and it was directed that the petitioned annexation be placed on this agenda to further consider whether to move forward with the annexation.  If Council approves this annexation, the effective date should be June 30, 2009.

Mayor Meeker stated he feels good progress has been made and in response to questioning Planning Director Silver indicated the rezoning of the property would need to go to the hearing on April 21.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the annexation affective June 30, 2009 and adoption of a resolution placing the property in the appropriate electoral district and authorize a hearing for the zoning case for April 21.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on the 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 562 and Resolution 841.  

HILLSBOROUGH STREET BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT – FUNDING REQUEST APPROVED – FUNDS TRANSFERRED

Mr. Crowder indicated the Mayor and Council received a letter relative to the Hillsborough Street Business Improvement District.  He asked that the item be placed on the March 17, 2009, Council agenda as a special item to consider the request.  If Council chooses to support this $50,000 funding request, Council Contingency is a source of funding.  The current balance is $175,882.
Mayor Meeker stated it is his understanding that NCSU will match the city’s $50,000 as will Progress Energy.  Mr. Crowder moved approval of this $50,000 transfer from Council Contingency for the Hillsborough Street business improvement district support.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Isley who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-1 vote.  See Ordinance 559 TF 109.

SCHOOL BOARD – METHOD OF ELECTION – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Ms. Baldwin indicated she met with the Wake County legislative delegation recently and they had questions as to the City’s position on school board elections.  She pointed out she understands several mayors have asked for a change in the method of electing school board members and the Wake Delegation asked the City of Raleigh for input, pointing out she feels we should look at what they are considering and vote on it at the March 17, meeting.

Ms. Baldwin presented Council members with a proposed resolution and read the resolution in full and moved its adoption.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. McFarlane.  Mr. Isley questioned if it is not unusual for the City to be telling another governmental unity how to run their business.  Mr. Stephenson pointed out the proposed resolution read by Ms. Baldwin is almost identical to the one the City Council passed last year.  Mr. West stated the importance of our schools on the quality of life and our city and he feels it is important for the City of Raleigh to become involved.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Isley who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-1 vote and asked Ms. Baldwin to make sure the resolution is forwarded to our Wake Delegation.  See Resolution 842.

ART – PERCENT FOR ART PROPOSAL – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
During the March 3, Council meeting, the City Attorney presented a proposed ordinance to establish a Percent for Art program.  He stated the City Manager had suggested a few minor edits and asked that the item be referred to the Arts Commission for their comments and placed on this agenda for further consideration.  Ms. McFarlane pointed out Council members had received the proposed ordinance at the Council table pointing out there had been a couple of small changes made and went over the changes which was mainly semantics.  Ms. McFarlane moved approval with the changes she mentioned.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker.  Mr. Koopman asked about making the ordinance affective January 2010 and asked if that could be a friendly amendment with Ms. McFarlane and Mayor Meeker stating they did not see that as a friendly amendment.  Mr. Koopman made a substitute motion to approve the ordinance effective January 2, 2010.  His substitute motion was seconded by Mr. Isley.  

Mr. Isley stated he feels adopting this program is biting off more than we can chew.  He stated spending public dollars for art in economic times like we are facing just does not seem right and he would have to vote against the motion.  The substitute motion was put to a vote which failed with Mr. Koopman voting in the affirmative and the remainder of the Council voting in the negative.  The original motion was made by Ms. McFarlane and seconded by Mayor Meeker was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Koopman and Mr. Isley who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-2 vote.  See Ordinance 563.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

SOLID WASTE SERVICES – NEEDS ASSISTANCE PROGRAM PROPOSED CHANGES – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

The City converted its solid waste services program from rear yard collection to automated front yard collection with rollout carts in December 2005.  A “Need Assistance” program was established whereby City staff would continue to provide rear yard service for anyone who was not able to roll their cart to the curb, or if they requested this service after age 65.  No verification process was put in place.

The City now has 4,100 “Need Assistance” customers out of a total of 110,540 households served.  A benchmark study was performed including several similar cities with automated front yard service.  Raleigh serves at least double the amount of “Need Assistance” customers as the benchmarked cities.  Those systems all require verification of disability; no one else in the home is able to assist; and there is no automatic age qualifier.  These similar changes in the Raleigh “Need Assistance” program could generate approximately $450,000 per year in savings.

Recommendation:  Adopt the changes to the “Need Assistance” program requiring verification of disability; no one in the household able to assist; and remove any automatic age qualifier.  These changes would apply immediately to any new request for “Need Assistance”.  Current households in the program would be mailed a letter outlining the new criteria and asked to voluntarily comply up until January 1, 2010, at which time all households would be required to comply.

City Manager Allen highlighted the information.  Mr. Stephenson questioned why the Manager feels the benchmark cities have lower participation with the City Manager pointing out he feels it relates to the verification process that is used in the other cities.  Mr. West pointed out we are talking about a cost efficiency measure and pointed out when we went to the curb side pickup it was a very contentious process.  He questioned if there were any discussions as to why the City of Raleigh would not require a verification process.  Mr. Crowder pointed out he would not have voted for the curbside pickup if we did not have this needs assistance program and provide it to those requesting it without question.  Mr. Koopman asked about what cities we benchmarked with the City Manager pointing out Charlotte, Greensboro, Durham, and Tampa.  Mr. Koopman had questions concerning the average cost assumptions and anticipated cost savings.  He questioned if we are talking about eliminating equipment and staff.  City Manager Allen pointed out we do not do lay offs, we eliminate positions by attrition but it would be a cost savings.  Mr. Koopman questioned the verification process and if the $450,000 is net savings after taking into consideration the cost for verification.  
Ms. McFarlane expressed concern about requiring a doctor’s note which would cause many people to have to make a separate doctor’s visit.  She questioned if we could develop the forms in such a way that a person could simply have it sent to their doctor and the doctor sign off, rather than requiring a visit.  Mayor Meeker talked about looking at the efficiency and making sure we look at customer satisfaction.  He stated may be we should seek out some public comment before changing the program, make sure the public understands it and understands the proposed change.  
Mr. West talked about bureaucratic red tape which sometimes causes people who need services not to get them.  Mr. Stephenson also talked about his understanding that the City will be eventually going to roll out recycling with the City Manager pointing out that is a long term goal but that will be expensive.  Mr. Stephenson asked about providing smaller containers so that people would have an easier task of moving them to the street with the City Manager pointing out that is available.  Ms. Baldwin asked about the communication that would be sent out to our customer pointing out we need to make sure it is as customer friendly as possible.

Mr. Isley stated since he has been on City Council discussion about garbage collection has been brought up to him more than anything else.  He questioned if the cities we benchmarked have always had front yard pickup pointing out the City of Raleigh went from back yard to front yard and he feels that could make a difference and should be taken into consideration.  It may be that the other cities have always had front yard pickup.  He stated in addition there are some people who may have some topography problems which makes it very difficult for them to get the carts to the street.  After brief discussion it was agreed to refer the item to Public Works Committee for further discussion.
PLANNING DEPARTMENT – NEW SERVICES – COMMENTS RECEIVED

The Planning Department will make a presentation on the new services it will offer after the adoption of the Comprehensive Plan.  The new services will realign how the department will interface with the general public, Citizen Advisory Councils and the development community.  In addition, the new services will advance Raleigh’s reputation as a city of innovation and creativity in planning and development.

Recommendation:  That the report be received.

Planning Director Silver presented the following PowerPoint expounding on the various issues outlined.
Goal and Mission 

· Add new services to existing charter-mandated functions subject to budget considerations. 
· Be the most innovative and creative planning department in the country 
· Be proactive in addressing growth, demographic shifts and other 2l century challenges 
· Create a city of lasting value 
· Design a 21st century city 
· Build a legacy for the future 
Administration 

· Create a think tank to develop innovative solutions 
· Working with SAS to develop scenario-based planning software 
· Develop in-house experts on various specializations 
· Undertake more joint planning efforts among departments 
· Provide more training and tools for CACs, boards and commissions 
Urban Design Center & Communication
· Develop programs to promote excellence in urban design citywide 
· Manage the new “Great Streets, Great Places and Great Spaces” program 
· Take lead on the creation of form based overlay districts (if adopted) 
· Ramp up design expertise (architecture, landscape architecture, urban design) 
· Fellow through on “Big Ideas” and start “Livable Streets II” 
· Acquire 3-D modeling and visualization tools for public presentations 
· Pursue LEED-ND or equivalent for staff 
Great Streets, Spaces and Places 
· Fayetteville Street 
· Glenwood South 
· North Hills 
· City Market 
· City Plaza 
· Hillsborough Street 
· Moore Square 
· Jones Street 
· Person Street 
Special Projects Unit
· Play a major role in OP planning and oversee linkage with the Comprehensive Plan 
· Manage the Implementation Element and the actions in the Comprehensive Plan 
· Monitor land use related policies developed by other departments (policy creep) 
· Oversee Transit Oriented Development (TOD) planning in conjunction with Urban Design Center 
· Assist with strategic planning efforts 
Transit Area Planning

· Grand Central Station Area

· Triangle Transit Station Area

· Street Car Lines

Comprehensive & Neighborhood Planning Unit 
· Undertake strategic plans and area plans 
· Offer technical assistance to the public 
· Update Comprehensive Plan and Community Inventory annually 
· Assign planners to CACs. Attend CAC meetings and offer more guidance on rezoning and site plan cases. 
· Forge new a relationship with Community Services and Community 
Development. Participate on Neighborhood Teams and use a Targeted Neighborhood approach. 
· Create a sustainability team and pursue LEED-ND certification or equivalent for staff 
Growth Management/GIS Unit 
· Manage and track cumulative impacts of rezoning cases. 
· Working with to develop land management software to track land and infrastructure capacity 
· Provide leadership and coordination on regional planning efforts 
· Work with surrounding jurisdictions to track land use, transportation and development activity 
· Develop advanced GIS mapping capabilities 
· Lead planning efforts in Urban Services Areas and ETJ
Current Planning 
· Move toward a team approach as part of the Development Service changes 
· Strengthen land planning and design skills as it relates to site plans and master plans, including landscape architecture. 
· Foster a stronger working relationship with CACs. 
· Pursue LEED-ND certification or equivalent for staff. 
· Develop an illustrated glossary of zoning terms. 
Planning Director Silver indicated he and the Planning staff are very excited about all of these new opportunities.  Mr. Stephenson commended the Planning Director pointing out many are things, issues or ideas the Council has talked about for some time and everyone is excited about seeing this move forth.

PUBLIC SERVICE OF NORTH CAROLINA, GAS EQUIPMENT IN DOWNTOWN PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY – REFERRED TO THE CITY ATTORNEY FOR ENFORCEMENT
PSNC Energy has installed new and replacement gas service equipment within Downtown.  A number of these equipment locations are within public street rights-of-way, but did not receive appropriate City permits.  PSNC has worked with City staff to address some locations, but a majority of the locations remain in violation.  Authorization from Council is needed for the City Attorney’s office to begin enforcement per the City’s franchise agreement with PSNC.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Attorney’s office to begin enforcement on gas equipment in the public right-of-way per the City’s franchise agreement with PSNC.

City Manager Allen explained the issue pointing out Council members received the following memorandum in their agenda packet.

The issue of PSNC gas equipment in the Downtown public street rights-of-way has been going on for several months.  In the summer of 2007, PSNC began replacing gas meters in the Downtown area with new equipment, some of which were located in public street rights-of-way.  Encroachment permits were not obtained for any of the equipment in the right-of-way. 

Listed below is a timeline of events dealing with the issue since August 2007. 

8/17/2007
City Planning staff informs Inspections Department of gas meter installations in Downtown rights-of -way. 

9/4/2007
PSNC applies for encroachment permits for several installations, but are denied by the Encroachment Committee. 

9/4/2007
The City Attorney’s office reviews PSNC franchise agreement, finds the City can impose rules and standards for the location of PSNC equipment.

9/11/2007
City Planning stall asks the Downtown Raleigh Alliance (DRA) to locate and document PSNC gas meter and vent locations in Downtown rights-of-way. 

9/18/2007
Assistant Fire Chief Tommie Styons states position of Raleigh Fire Department is that all gas meters and vents should be located away from the right-of-way. 

9/19/2007
City Planning staff meets with PSNC to discuss Issue, letting them know the City is documenting gas equipment locations. 

10/1/2007
DRA completes documenting locations. 

10/15/2007
City Planning and Inspections Staff meet with PSNC representatives and present list, map, and photos of gas equipment locations in the public right-of-way.  PSNC agrees to review the locations and come back within two months with a plan for dealing with the encroachments. 

12/17/2007
Meeting set for UDC and Inspections to review locations.  Meeting is postponed until January.

1/11/2008
City Planning and Inspections staff meet with PSNC to discuss PSNC's review of their locations and their plan for remedying the encroachments. 

1/29/2009
PSNC delivers electronic version of its review and proposal from the 1/11 meeting, which provides the City with a list of Its findings and proposed actions in five categories: 

1.
Further investigation for some locations. 

2.
Painting existing above ground vent pipes to match the buildings near which they are located. 

3.
Relocating some equipment (vent pipes) out of the public right-of-way. 

4.
Relocating some locations from above ground meters to below ground vaults, with above ground vent pipes. 

5.
Locations not addressed. 

4/25/2008
Inspections staff meets with PSNC to discuss a timeline for completing the work.  PSNC agrees to complete the 2nd category (painting) by 6/30/2008 and investigate solutions for the 1st and 5th categories.  PSNC agrees to meet again in July to establish deadlines for the rest of the work.  

7/2008
PSNC completes work on 2nd category (painting).  PSNC agrees to address the other categories by the end of 2008. 

8/2008
PSNC provides an update to Inspections Staff as to the status of the remaining equipment.  They state that a majority of the locations in the 1st and 5th categories are not located in public rights-of-way. 

2/2009
City Planning staff inquires with Inspections staff as to the status of the remaining locations.  Inspections staff has Public Works staff check 20 locations said to be located outside the right-of-way by PSNC.  They determine that only 4 of these locations are in the right-of-way.  Locations within the 3rd and 4th categories remain unaddressed. 

2/24/2009
The Inspections Department informs City Planning staff it cannot begin enforcement on the remaining locations until Council authorizes the City Attorney’s office to proceed with enforcement of the City’s franchise agreement with PSNC. 

PSNC has not addressed the outstanding gas equipment locations in the City rights-of-way.  33 locations remain in violation. 

Mayor Meeker questioned if the City has contacted the Chief Executive Officer with the City Attorney indicating he has not with the Mayor suggesting that before in enforcement action begins, that we send a letter to the CEO of PSNC saying the City Council has authorized moving forth with enforcement and asked for their cooperation.  He pointing out he would be glad to sign the letter.  Mr. Crowder moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. McFarlane and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote. 
PW2009-06 – HILLSBOROUGH STREET ROUNDABOUTS PHASE I – BID AS AMENDED AWARDED TO HAMLETT AND ASSOCIATES, INC. – FUNDS APPROPRIATED

Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, bids were received and publicly opened on February 24, 2009, for the Hillsborough Street Roundabouts, Phase I project, PW 2009-06, with Hamlett and Associates, Inc., submitting the low bid of $9,916,707.74.  Hamlett and Associates, Inc’s MWBE participation is 23.2%.  Additional information was in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve the low bid of Hamlett and Associates, Inc. in the amount of $9,916,707.74, and authorize appropriate transfers and budget amendment to establish funding.

Transferred From:

531-9280-79001-975
Hillsborough St RAB I Cap Proj Res
$1,392,276.61

525-9280-79001-975
Hillsborough St RAB I Cap Proj Res
2,218,220.00

531-9080-79001-975
Constr Conting Capital Project Reserve
506,989.72

531-0000-72001-999
Non-Departmental CIP Reserve
2,000,000.00

320-8468-79001-975
Water Main Replacement 
1,088,492.41

325-8468-79001-975
Sewer Main Replacement 
  1,290,729.00


$8,496,707.74

Transferred To:

531-9280-79202-975 
Hillsborough St RSN I Gen Con Contr
$6,117,486.33

320-9280-79202-975
Hillsborough St RSN I Gen Con Contr
1,088,492.41

325-9280-79202-975
Hillsborough St RSN I Gen Con Contr
  1,290,729.00


$8,496,707.74

Increase Revenue:

525-0000-53299-000
Approp. From Prior Year Revenue
$   417,888.00

531-0000-53299-000
Approp. From Prior Year Revenue
  1,002,112.00


$1,420,000.00

Increase Expense:

531-9280-79202-975
Hillsborough St RSN I Gen Con Contr
$1,420,000.00
City Manager Allen stated the City has been working on this project for many years, it has been expanded and we received very favorable bids in fact the bids are about $3 million below the engineer’s estimate.  Mr. Crowder moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker.

Mr. Koopman pointed out discussion took place yesterday in the Pre-budget Work Session concerning the need to increase water and sewer rates and here we are taking money out of water and sewer main replacement accounts and questioned why we would do that.  City Manager Allen pointed out in this area there are aged water and sewer lines and while the streets were being torn up we would include an upgrade.  There are very old lines and would need to be replaced.  He stated this is common practice when a construction project is occurring lines will likely be damaged and particularly old lines; therefore, we would go ahead and replace them.  Mr. Koopman questioned if we deferred the project three or four months that would allow us to use these funds for other things with the Manager indicating that is correct.  
Mr. Stephenson asked about the MWBE participation in this project with the City Manager pointing out it is a 23.2 percent MWBE and our goal is 15%.  City Manager Allen pointed out these are very attractive bids and we have had lower and higher MWBE participation in various projects.  
Several Council members voiced concern about moving ahead with this project in these economic times with Mayor Meeker pointing out this has been in the planning process since 1999.  He stated he understands the need to be very careful about our spending but at the same time he feels we should move forward with projects as stopping all projects would cause more problems in the economy.  Mr. Koopman stated he understood that but we were talking about a $9 to $12 million gap in the General Fund in the upcoming budget and here we are talking about a $9 million plus project.  He questioned the possibility of re-appropriating some of this money and questioned if there is a compelling reason to move forward.  He stated just because the project has been in the planning stage for 10 years to him it is not a compelling reason.  We have a short fall in our proposed budget and here we have an opportunity to plug that short fall.  
Mr. Isley stated he agrees with Mr. Koopman and made a substitute motion that we furlough this project for 18 months.  His substitute motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman.  Mr. Stephenson stated at some point we need to get more information on the big picture.  Ms. Baldwin questioned how much of this money is bonded money with the City Manager pointing out he knows the general fund portion is bonded but not the public utilities.  Mr. West questioned if we have partners contributing to this project with it being pointed out Progress Energy has agreed to bear the cost of the undergrounding and the NCSU has agreed to provide $50,000 for the BID and they will seek other economic development opportunities.  The substitute motion to defer or furlough this project for 18 months was put to a vote with Mr. Koopman and Mr. Isley voting in the affirmative and the remainder of the Council voting in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion defeated on a 2-6 vote.  
Mr. Koopman stated he is not against the project, he feels it is a good project he is just worried about the timing.  The original motion to approve the project as outlined which put to a roll vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Koopman and Mr. Isley who voted in the native.  They Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-2 vote.  See Ordinance 559TF109.

City Manager Allen indicated Mr. Crowder had asked that the Council look at the cost of expanding the project as it relates to undergrounding the over headlines on Oberlin Road between Hillsborough and New Oberlin Road connector in those vicinity of the Players Retreat.  He stated this would add some $350,000 to the project.  In addition there was discussion or a desire to include the sustainable street lighting LED technology street lighting and provide plug ins along the street that would add another $20,000.  The source of funds would be bonded funds in the traffic calming which has approximately $1.8 million.  Mr. Crowder moved that those two projects be added to the bid.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson.  
Discussion followed as to whether these projects should be included with Mr. Crowder pointing out it makes a lot of sense while we are upgrading to get the utilities underground and go to LED lighting.  This is a good opportunity.  The possibility of discussing the issues separately was talked about and Mr. Koopman made a substitute motion to approve the $20,000 for the LED lighting.  There was no second.  
Mr. Isley expressed concern about spending $370,000 additional dollars on this street.  He questioned why we do not fix roads that are on the City system that is, roads over which the City has control.  He talked about the roads in the city that are on the state system versus roads on the City system.  He stated here were are talking about spending over $10,000 millions on a project that is approximately 2 miles long and is a state maintain road.  He stated it may be time for us to bite the bullet on some of these projects but he is worried about the timing.  He stated it also seems odd to him that we are spending traffic calming money to help build roundabouts which will speed traffic.  Mr. Crowder stated he understands the concerns about taking over and doing projects on state roads but talked about the economic development that could follow and talked about the streetscape on Glenwood Avenue and the result in Glenwood South area.  He stated he feels that the Hillsborough Street improvement is a wise investment which will help economic development.  
Ms. Baldwin questioned if the $350,000 would go to Hamlet and Associates or would be added to their contract with it being pointed out that is correct.  The original motion to add the two projects and appropriate funding from traffic calming was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Koopman and Mr. Isley who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-2 vote.  See Ordinance 559 TF 109.

Later in the meeting, Mr. Stephenson questioned if his property’s proximity to Hillsborough Street should cause him to recuse himself from voting on the issue.  City McCormick stated Mr. Stephenson’s disclosure was enough.

CAPITAL AREA TRANSIT FACILITY – PERMISSION TO USE DESIGN BUILD METHOD – REQUEST AUTHORIZED

City Manager Allen pointed out in the Federal Economic Development Stimulus package it has been reported that the Capital Area Transit maintenance and operation facility may qualify for some $11.6 million in funding.  He stated if we get that funding it would have to move forward very quickly.  It is not in the CIP and we do not have the design completed.  He stated it would be good if we could move forward with the design/build process which would require special legislative authority.  He stated he would like to request that project be authorized to utilize the design build concept.  He stated it is felt the most expeditious way would be to make an application to the State Building Code.  City Attorney McCormick indicated he agrees.  In response to questioning from Mr. Koopman, City Manager Allen explained the design build process which would allow the City to choose a team something similar to the Construction Manager at Risk.  We would identify the program, choose a team to design and build the facility that is, we identify the program up front rather than go through the process of choosing an architect/designer approving that then going to bid for construction, etc.  He stated to utilize this process requires special authority from the State.  Mayor Meeker moved authorizing the City to make the appropriate request.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  
WATER AND SEWER RATES – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN – ITEM TO BE PLACED ON APRIL 7 AGENDA
Mayor Meeker pointed out on Monday, March 16, the Council held a special pre-budget work session and one of the issues discussed was water and sewer and the proposed 17% rate adjustment to be effective April 1, 2009.  Mayor Meeker pointed out a lot of discussion centered around the proposed rate increase or the items listed on Page 34 which were as follows:

· Council approval of 17% water and sewer rate increase effective April 1, 2009

· Council de-obligation/deferral of $6.75 in FY2009 pay – go project budgets

· Council actions – acreage fees allocated to utility fund – revision of acre fee areas to create one central eligibility area;

· Approval of $10 million in existing acre fee funds to be applied as Revenue on eligible projects for FY10.

Mayor Meeker moved approval of the items as outlined with the exception of the proposed 17 percent water and sewer rate increase to be effective April 1, 2009 pointing out we would hold the rate adjustment for further discussion.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder.

Mr. Stephenson went over his March 17, 2009 memo as follows:

In order to give Council time to study the Manager’s utility rate increase proposal and received relevant information from a recognized expert on water resources management:
1. At the April 7 Council meeting, ask Bill Holman to brief us on the NC Water Allocation Study and provide policy recommendations, both regional and local.  (He is available).

2. Hold the Manager’s Utility rate increase proposal for the April 7 Council meeting.  In the mean time ask staff to prepare the following:

3. Provide a plan to implement tiered rates as soon as possible.  If staff is not capable of expediting tiered rates, then provide an independent report explaining why it cannot be done before the ERP is installed.
4. Prepare draft recommendations to implement water conservation and efficiency measures including:

(a) Begin utility capacity fee phase-in this year.  Set phased-in rate to be in line with other Wake municipalities
(b) Expedite work on water conservation incentives – to be available when tiered rates go into effect.  Earmark $500K/yr from tiered rates for water conservation incentives

(c) Proceed with non-residential water audits.  Follow Cary’s example of performing water audits for large non-residential users, with penalty rates for those who fail to meet usage benchmarks. (audit standards per American Waterworks Assn)

(d) Direct staff to begin developing a program to incentivize distributed capture and reuse of stormwater per the NC Water Allocation Study.  Raleigh departments receiving fees for stormwater utility construction and reuse supply construction should be working together to cut both fees by promoting onsite stormwater reuse.

(e) Add a drought surcharge to the water rate model to provide an additional conservation signal in times of severe drought.

Mr. Stephenson stated his thought is to ask the City Manager to bring the Council recommendations on how we can move these things forward.  He thinks most of the Council is ready to move forward with the exception of the rate increase and he feels we are at the point of asking staff for direction on moving forward.  Mayor Meeker questioned if implementation of the tiered rate system can be moved up and he would also question if we need or what we need on Item 4E as outlined in Mr. Stephenson’s proposal.  Ms. Baldwin pointed out the Council has been told on numerous occasions that the implementation of the tier water rate cannot occur until November of 2009 and she wonders why we continuously ask that it be moved forward.  Mayor Meeker stated may be we could just have an update on the status for information.  
Mr. Stephenson stated he understands the reticence on the part of staff as it relates to moving forward quicker but questioned what it takes to get the confidence level of moving forward quicker.  Discussion followed with Mr. Koopman pointing out may be we need to review the pros and cons of utilizing the current system for tier rates pointing out he understands it is a matter of making the entries.  Whether we have the software, how it connects with the ERP, why we cannot move forward was talked about with Mr. Stephenson stating he would like to have an independent report on why we cannot moved forward on the tiered rate sooner.  He stated it is his opinion we just do not have the expertise. 

City Manager Allen pointed out this discussion is extremely frustrating.  The City of Raleigh is implementing an ERP system and it takes a huge effort to get the whole system converted.  He stated he has provided information to the Council on a repeated basis of the schedule, why we cannot move forward faster, etc.  He talked about the huge conservation measure the City is undertaking, there is no reticence on the part of the staff to getting to tiered rates.  How it fits into the ERP and the fact that going to tiered rates, has never been a part of a rate increase strategy, etc.  He stated a lot of work is going into this effort and to provide all of the information that is being requested will take an additional lot of work.  We are making our best efforts but if the Council wants an independent review, that can occur.  Ms. Baldwin expressed concern about paying an outside group to come in, continuously spending money to find out why we can’t do something.  Staff has told us what can and cannot be done with it being pointed out by some Council members staff gave their best judgment on banning garbage disposals and looked what happened there.  The number of studies we have had was discussed at length.
Mayor Meeker stated he feels where we are on Mr. Stephenson’s March 17 suggestion is that items 1 and 2 will be held until the April 7 Council meeting; Item 3, the Council would make a decision at the next meeting as to how to proceed; item 4a through d get comments back from staff as to how this may work, just some initial reaction, not a lot of detailed study.  He feels that is the best way to move forward.

Mr. Stephenson pointed out the Council received a report from Administration saying we needed to raise water and sewer rates by 17 percent.  We were told we are in a perfect storm situation.  He talked about the 10-year reevaluation of our CIP, the Council was told we were headed in the right direction.  Last year he asked about some of these issues and he could not get a fair hearing, he feels it is time for us to have some serious discussion.  Mr. Isley stated he feels we have “exhumed the dead horse.”  We have talked and talked and talked, he is really to vote on No. 3.  He questioned why we do not want to move forward on #3.

Mr. Isley pointed out he has suggested on several occasions to have a pilot program for tiered rate water system.  Let people see how it works, do exactly like we did for the garbage collection, have a pilot program, get a report and see how to move forward.  He stated to make a critical decision such as this moving this fast concerns him.  He feels we need additional information with Mr. Stephenson agreeing.  Mr. Koopman pointed out the Council has difficulty getting together to be able to discuss items such as this.  If it takes a few minutes longer, he feels that is fine.  There is nothing wrong with having a good discussion and it would behoove the Council to spend extra time together to understand each others view points, what is being proposed and the impact.

Mayor Meeker stated it would be good if staff could just tell Council where we are on the tiered rate conversion and then the Council could have a discussion at the April 7, meeting.  Mr. Stephenson stated he would at least like to ask staff to provide information on how much it would cost to get an independent study with the Mayor pointing out he has no problem with getting the cost estimate.  Ms. Baldwin stated as far as Item 4B is concerned, she would like for that work to be continued and the Council provided a report on where we are as it relates to 4B.   

REQUEST AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

SOUTHEAST RALEIGH CITIZEN COMMISSION – IMPETUS FOR PROGRESS – REPORT RECEIVED

Brad Thompson, 300 Merrywood Drive, representing several Southeast Raleigh Committees, used a PowerPoint in aid to his presentation and outlined as follows:
AN IMPETUS FOR PROGRESS

A Commitment to Immediate Improvement to Conditions in Southeast Raleigh

We seek to establish intergovernmental and community commitment to a set of actions that will bring near term improvement to conditions that affect the quality of life of residents of Southeast Raleigh. 

Community Conditions 

We enjoy living in Southeast Raleigh

· Neighborliness 

· Convenience 

· Affordability 

We appreciate the work that is being done 

· SERA, RADA, RBTC, City, CACs, Neighborhoods, Churches, Citizens 

We are facing unprecedented challenges 

· Unemployment 

· Foreclosures 

· Crime 

· Educational challenges 

· Immigration and re-entry 

· Challenging national economy 

· Dwindling State and local resources 

· Increasing needs 

· Challenges to hard-earned gains 

· Insensitivity to the needs of the underrepresented and the un-empowered 

Relative Measures of Community Quality 

SE Raleigh, Raleigh, NC, US 

· Unemployment 

· Average Wages 

· House Value 

· Household Income 

· Overall Crime Rate 

· Murder Rate 

· Foreclosure Rate 

· Home Ownership Percentage 

· High School Graduate Percentage 

· Total Population 

· Total Economy 

Councilor James West’s Southeast Raleigh Initiative 

· Convene a group of 50 of the best minds in the community 

· Focus them on major issues of concern 

· Divide group into issue area 

· Come up with best ideas on how to tackle problem 

· Promote attendance at Council meeting on 3/17 

· Make presentation of ideas and request needed resources 

· Follow-up to secure commitments from council and others 

· Commit to stay engaged in the problem solving process 

Key Messages 

· Too many people are without jobs or work and do not earn enough to pay their bills 

· Safety (with justice) is a priority, concern of our community

· Stimulus Package represents opportunity for community investment 
· We must work to build good citizenship across all age groups and enhance community institutions 
We are prepared to be a partner in solving these problems.
Five Areas of Focus 

Public Safety 

· Make statistics available and visible to communities (CAC’s) 

· Form intergovernmental/interagency task force on safety 

· Target enforcement with community knowledgeable personnel Stop abuse of substances by discouraging marketing and easy access 

· Increase effort to prevent gangs, including early intervention 

· Support legislative Initiatives that promote safety 

· Monitor rented rooms expansion 

· Create Child Fatality Task Force to reduce victims 

· Get churches Involved in intervention and prevention 

Jobs

· Create a Job Training Center

· Locate it in the community (South Park)

· Connect with emerging job opportunities (sustainable)

· Start small (Mike Philips Idea?)

· Make training accessible (reasonable time frame)

· Provide public funding support (place, stipend and supportive services)

· Connect graduates with opportunities (placement)

· Longer term development of community college site (SE Raleigh Training Campus)

Youth

· Youth must be engaged in crafting solutions

· Good citizenship is everybody’s job 

· Parenting training is needed 

· Gang/Addiction Intervention 

· Education Support 

· Mentoring must be developed/encouraged 

· Youth employment must be expanded (24?)

· Community recreation resources must be available

· After school programs must be expanded

· Gang aversion efforts need strengthening 

Neighborhoods

· Must recognize that one size doesn’t fit all

· Central City Community

· Developments and Outer beltline neighborhoods

· Leaders must be identified an developed

· See to engage and promote CAC’s

· Maintain commitment to city support programs

· Expand Neighborhood Grant Program

· Complete inventory of existing neighborhoods and leaders

· Encourage involvement and value of groups (Including promotion and recognition

Stimulus 

· Money can be helpful (Raleigh should do all it can to get and utilize its share) 

· 44 Shovel-ready projects (where, how much) 

· CDBG resources (how applied) 

· We should not lose sight of resources outside of city that can be applied in SE Raleigh 

· State (transportation) 

· County (health and human services) 

· Non-profit (weatherization, homelessness, Head Start) 

· Money should not displace current efforts 

· Important to keep the positive momentum of key programs 

· How the money is spent is important 

· Where is it being targeted 

· How many jobs are being created

· Participation of small, local and minority businesses 

· Jobs and sustainability important 

· Is unemployment rate or number of lobs improved 

· Are unemployed/underemployed being included in program goals 

· How can we demonstrate that Raleigh embraces the benefits of this Stimulus 

· Expenditures must be monitored (Are desired goals being realized?) 

SE Raleigh has special needs 

· These 5 areas are priority concerns 

· These action items should be incorporated in the city’s work plan 

· Administration should review each of these areas and report what is currently being done

· Items on this list that are not active should be funded and included in this year’s plan 

· Progress should be reported to the community 

· All of these items should be referred to the budget work session of the Raleigh City Council

· Items not otherwise funded should be included in the FY2010 budget.

Mr. Thompson detailed the presentation, expounding on the various items, how they came about, concerns being addressed and work that needs to be done.
Mr. West expressed appreciation to the community leaders for coming together in this ad hoc way and the commitment they are putting into this effort.  Discussion on keeping the item at the Council table and refer to Administration to work with the leadership, make an assessment and make a recommendation back as to how we should respond or address the issues.  The report could be short term, long term, etc.  He stated many things we are doing could be done better, we need to address these issues, he would like to see a time line set up, a reporting mechanism and make a check off list of when items can be addressed or have been completed.  He talked about the broad participation of the group and the desire to take advantage of their expertise. 

Mayor Meeker suggested that he, Mayor Pro Tem West and the City Manager and other Council members work together to develop priorities of how and on which items we could move forward.  He pointed out school drop out is a big issue, we need to put together an action plan and get this rolling.  Mr. West stated as he understands, we are keeping this at the Council table referring it to the City Manager to work with the Mayor and others who may want to be involved to come up with a work plan.  He put that in the form of a motion.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin.  Ms. Baldwin questioned if Mr. Thompson and the group is taking the presentation to the Board of Education, County Commissioners and our Legislatures with it being pointed out that is part of the intent.  Mr. Stephenson stated he would like to be involved in setting the priorities with the Mayor agreeing.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0.  
BREAK

The Council took a 10-minute break at 2:55 p.m.

UNFIT BUILDING – 615 SOUTH BLOUNT STREET – 90 DAY EXTENSION GRANTED

Angela K. and Bohla Gupta were at the meeting pointing out they missed the deadline for completing repairs at 615 South Blount Street.  Mr. Gupta stated there was a miscommunication between him and the inspectors.  He needs approximately 90 days to complete the work.  Inspections Director Strickland indicated the Council did adopt an ordinance in February for demolition but pointed out they are okay with the 90 day extensions.  Mr. Koopman moved approval of the 90-day extension.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
REZONING Z-24-09 – REQUEST TO WAIVE PUBLIC MEETING DEADLINE – NO ACTION TAKEN

C. LaMarr Bunn representing Wardlaw heirs and Medlin was at the meeting to ask the Council to waive the deadline for holding a neighborhood meeting for the April 21 zoning hearing from March 10 to March 17 relating to rezoning Case Z-24-09 in order for the case to be heard on April 21.  Mr. Bunn stated he made a mistake and he was before the Council to ask that the owner not be penalized because of his mistake.  He pointed out he did not get the letter to staff in time for the 10-day notification.  He stated he has rescheduled the public meeting and has sent letters out and has a certification as to what has been done.  It is critical that they stay on the April 21 schedule as they have funding for the project and they do not want to loose the funding.

City Attorney McCormick indicated this is a code requirement and the Council is not authorized to waive the code requirement.  It was pointed out he would need to resubmit for the July public hearing.  Mayor Meeker asked the clerk to keep this in mind and if there were some reason that we need to schedule a special joint hearing to let Mr. Bunn know and possibly we could add the rezoning to that hearing.  

HOUSING REPAIRS – 2317 POOLE ROAD – COMMENTS RECEIVED – TO BE PLACED ON APRIL 7 AGENDA

Wendy Painter was at the meeting representing Ms. Leetha Mitchell who owns property at 2317 Poole Road.  She stated Ms. Mitchell has a really serious housing issue pointing out Ms. Mitchell and her elderly brother live at 2317 Poole Road.  They moved from a bad rental situation.  Ms. Mitchell’s former employer helped her buy this house but pointed out the loan is larger than the house is worth.  She is in a real bad situation, the house needs a lot of work but she is not financially able to do it.  Ms. Painter stated she met Ms. Mitchell and found out about the situation and explained what she has done to try to help her such as getting professionals to donate time, help with water connections, efforts she has gone through to get additional loans and grants, work that has been done on the house but the problems still exist.  Ms. Painter pointed out the code inspector visited next door and saw the conditions of Ms. Mitchell’s home and now they are facing code violations.  She talked about the amount of her heating bills, etc. asked about possibility of rehab or some sort of flexible funding to help Ms. Mitchell.  
City Manager Allen pointed out this is well beyond the City’s criteria as it relates to loans to value of house.  He stated he would be glad to have it reviewed in more detail but it is way beyond our criteria.  Concerns about the people becoming homeless and the fact that it is going to take some $70,000 to make the repairs were talked about.  Ms. Painter asked about replacement housing programs.  Various Council members had suggestions to try to help these people.  Inspections Director Strickland indicated staff is being very understanding of the situation and have been trying to work with her over the last year.  He stated they did check earlier today and all of the life safety issues have been addressed.  He stated the Inspections Department had planned to come before the Council in May requesting that an ordinance be adopted.  Discussion took place as to whether some organization such as Builders of Hope could help move Ms. Mitchell and her brother out of the house.  Ms. Painter pointed out she has been keeping the mortgage paid.  The mortgage is some $60,000 and the appraised value of the house is between $30,000 and $40,000.  Ms. Painter pointed out the house is basically solid.  How Ms. Mitchell got into this situation and suggestions that some one look at the trail of loans and how it did occur was talked about.  The possibility of contacting the Builders of Hope to see if there is something they could do was discussed.
Octavia Rainey questioned why we could not use some of the homeless stimulus money that is coming to help.  She stated if we see this kind of problem and the City’s policy would not allow the City to help, then we should change our policies.  She talked about CDBG policies and grants that could be made available and pointed out we need to do something to help people like this to stay in their homes.  Our policies need to be changed to help with problems such as this.  We need to be more flexible.  

It was agreed to place this item on the April 7 agenda to receive a report from administration on possible ways to address the problem.

ECONOMIC STIMULUS MONEY – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Dan Coleman representing RWCA, local contractors and others, was at the meeting to discuss what local contractors, subcontractors, etc. can do to enhance their opportunities to earn Federal stimulus monies and what the City will do to ensure the City receives as much stimulus money.  

Mr. Coleman talked about the need to change city policy relating to mortgages, etc. to help people like Ms. Mitchell at 2317 Poole Road.  He stated situations such as is being described by Ms. Painter in which a person was loaned more money than a house is worth should make us call some mortgage lenders on the carpet.  The City needs to look at that type situation.  Mr. Coleman stated he is before the Council tonight to talk about or ask what the City plans to do with its stimulus money.  He talked about the Council looking at what it can do to get some of this money, ask for periodic reports on how much money has been received, how much is given to put people in Raleigh back to work, as a lot of people in Raleigh need a job, they need to have decent pay.  He stated they need to have information as to how the stimulus money is being used.  The comments were received.
EVIDENTIARY HEARING

SU-1-09 – WAKE COUNTY/HAMMOND ROAD DETENTION CENTER EXPANSION – HEARING – APPROVED – TO BE PLACED ON APRIL 7 AGENDA

This was a hearing to consider a Special Use Permit for an approximate 414,594 square foot cumulative expansion of the Wake County Detention Center on the 19.36 acre site located at 3301 Hammond Road which is zoned Industrial-1.  The proposal includes an expansion which includes 170,000 square feet of inmate area with an additional 720 beds, and additional offices along with expanded parking areas.  The total size of building facilities on site after construction is proposed to be 521,805 square feet.  
The City Clerk sworn in those persons who indicated they plan to speak.  
The Mayor opened the hearing.

The following staff findings had been made.

1.  There shall be no flood lighting which beams directly into nearby residential areas.

The proposal includes a site lighting plan showing the levels of light expected the height of proposed lighting fixtures, and the style of fixtures. The application states that the closest residential area to the site is located in the northeast direction, opposite a set of railroad tracks over 1000 feet away.  All lighting on the site is designed to provide a maximum of 2 foot candles at any point along the property line, thus conforming to general standards for outdoor lighting of City Code Section 10-2089(d).  Therefore, no flood lighting is expected to beam directly into any residential area.  

2. The street capacity adjacent to the site is sufficient to safeguard the public health, especially with regard to the size and frequency of commercial vehicles involved with the transportation of inmates and for the shipping and receiving of materials in connection with the facility.

This site has frontage on Hammond Road (a four-lane secondary arterial) with a 2007 average daily traffic volume of approximately 29,000 vehicles per day and a posted speed limit of 45 miles per hour in the vicinity of the site.
The applicant concludes from the traffic impact analysis that the proposed additions to the existing campus will not have a significant impact on the surrounding road network. The applicant states that according to the Traffic Impact Analysis that they provided, the intersection of Hammond Road at Chapanoke Road/Site Driveway is projected to operate at an acceptable level of service at project build-out.  The applicant further states that it is anticipated that during a typical day, there will be approximately 30 commercial vehicles entering and 30 commercial vehicles exiting the site.  This volume of commercial vehicles is not expected to have a significant impact on the capacity of the adjacent streets.

The Transportation Services Division of the Raleigh Public Works Department has reviewed the traffic impact analysis commissioned for this proposal and has concerns with the findings.  That Division has found that the intersection of Hammond Road and Rush Street is expected to operate at or near capacity in 2012 during the AM peak period and the PM peak period even if this Special Use Permit is not approved;  The Hammond Road and Rush Street intersection will operate at a level-of-service F during the AM peak and a level-of-service E during the PM peak.  This proposed development plan would result in an approximately 2% increase in traffic volume at the Hammond Road and Rush Street intersection during both the AM peak and PM peak periods.  While levels-of-service would not change, approval of this Special Use Permit would lead to a 4% increase in delay for the intersection during the PM peak period.  The delay in the AM peak period would remain unchanged.  Delays at the intersection and all approaches could be reduced by approximately 50% through construction of exclusive right-turn lanes on all approaches.  This development plan does not propose to construct right-turn-lanes on any of the approaches of Hammond Road or Rush Street.  Therefore, the Transportation Services Division of the Raleigh Public Works Department concludes that the street capacity adjacent to the site may not be sufficient to safeguard the public with regard to the transportation of inmates or for the shipping/receiving of materials in connection with the facility under the existing lane geometry.    

3. Transitional protective yards which conform to Code Section 10-2082.9 for high impact uses shall be installed.

The site is bordered by public street right-of-way (Hammond Road), vacant properties zoned Industrial-1 and properties zoned Office and Institution -1 containing warehouses. Transitional protective yards of 10’ minimum width conforming to planting standards of Code Section 10-2082.9 are required adjacent those properties. The proposal includes maintaining existing Type D transitional protective yards varying in width from 10’ to over 270’.  The required Type D Transitional Protective Yards have been provided for the property lines to the north, south and east.  The western property line borders street right-of-way.  The existing conditions along the northern property contains a shared driveway straddling the property line but includes vegetated areas to the south of the shared drive.  The transitional protective yard to the east has been planted to meet code requirements and any denuded areas will be replanted.  The existing transitional protective yard to the south will remain undisturbed.  

4. The use is in accord with development criteria established by City Council-adopted plans and policies such as the Comprehensive Plan and redevelopment plans, and if there is a conflict between plans and Code provisions, the more restrictive shall apply.

The site is in the Industrial-1 zoning district. It is located in the Southwest Planning District in a locale designated an employment area.  

5. The use will not be injurious to property or improvements in the affected area.

The proposal states that the development is an expansion of the existing facility on site so the existing use will not change.  The proposed plan complies with the City of Raleigh zoning requirements for this use and is providing stormwater detention facilities beyond the minimum code requirements.

The City Council may consider additional evidence to determine conformance with this finding. 

Phil Stout (sworn) Director of Facilities Design and Construction, Wake County, pointed out this is a part of the project they presented to the Council and discussed in November 2008.  He stated at that time the master plan for the whole property was presented and moving to this location will help alleviate some of the traffic in the downtown area and will meet the legal requirements of the County as it relates to this type facility.  He talked about Phase II of the project.
Charles Todd (sworn) Little Diversified Architectural Consulting, pointed out they have talked with all of the adjacent property owners, CAC, etc. and explained their plans.  He stated this was presented in November and when they met with the neighborhood there were 25 to 28 people in attendance and they voted to support the proposal.  He stated they were not required to meet with the neighborhood but did.  He went over the various phases, elevations, aerial views of booking and intake facility, floor plans, explaining what services would be moved from the downtown area to this location.  He stated they are shooting for an LEED silver certification.  In response to questioning from Mr. Crowder he talked about the skin of the parking deck at the corner of Hammond Road which would be part would be brick, precast, etc.  He stated it would match the character of the existing building.  He pointed out there will be trees taken down but they are working with the tree conservation people and have designed a very dense replanting.  Mr. Crowder expressed appreciation to everyone for attending the CAC meeting.  
Mr. Jeremy Anderson (sworn) Kimley Horne went through the five points of the requirement for securing a special use permit as outlined in their application explaining how the application meets the requirements.  Richard Adams (sworn), Kimley-Horne, talked about street capacity being adequate adjacent to the site pointing out one capacity issue is that Rush Street and with or without the facility that intersection will be operating at Level D.  In response to questioning, all testified that the request meets all of the requirements of the Code.  No one else asked to be heard for or against the proposal thus the hearing was closed.  
Mr. Koopman moved approval of the special use permit as requested with the understanding the City Attorney would draft the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law and place the item on the April 7 agenda for further consideration.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

No Report.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

No report

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
ENCROACHMENT – 2333 BYRD STREET – RESOLUTION OF INTENT TO CLOSE PORTION OF RIGHT-OF-WAY ADOPTED

Chairperson Isley reported the Law and Public Safety Committee recommends closing a narrow strip of Byrd Street right-of-way as shown in the agenda packet map.  The petitioner will pay the costs of advertising as well as the sum of $2,873 for other expenses.  Finally, it is recommended that the City waive its portion of the reverted right-of-way and authorize the Planning Director to sign the required plat.
On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Isley moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 843.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

FONVILLE ROAD SIDEWALK – FEE-IN-PAYMENT – WAIVER REQUEST – DENIED

Chairperson Stephenson reported the Public Works Committee recommends that the request for a fee-in-lieu of payment waiver as it relates to sidewalk installation on Fonville Road be denied.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Stephenson moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0.  

HORSESHOE FARM – HAGER SMITH DESIGN – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

Chairperson Stephenson reported the Public Works Committee recommends the following:
a. That the development process remain part of the Master Plan document;

b. That staff continue to work with State officials to accurately delineate the Significant Natural Heritage Area (SNHA);

c. That any paving in the SNHA is restricted to the greenway only;

d. That no sewer lines are brought into or through the park and staff continues to explore sustainable methods for onsite treatment and reuse of wastewater.  If this is not feasible then the phase 1 designer is to present alternatives to the full City Council for approval.

e. Approve the revised Draft Master Plan (a copy of the revised drawing was in the agenda packet).

On behalf of the Public Work Committee, Mr. Stephenson moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the informative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on 8-0 vote.  

STRICKLAND ROAD PARK – MASTER PLAN – REVISION APPROVED

Chairperson Stephenson reported the Public Works Committee recommends approval of the revised master plan with changes as outlined in the memorandum dated March 6, 2009 (included in the agenda packet).  Staff is also directed to continue exploring the potential for use of on-site water sources, such as harvested stormwater, a pond, the existing well, and on-site treatment and reuse of wastewater for irrigation and other park uses.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Stephenson moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  
REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

SIDEWALK – JOEL LANE HOUSE – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION
Ms. Baldwin indicated she had been contacted by Kirk Bland relative to missing sidewalk in front of the Joel Lane house.  She stated she understands it is being delayed because of city action and asked that the City Manager provide a report.  

TRAFFIC – PLATINUM AND LYNHURST AND ROCK QUARRY AT CROSSLINK – ADMINISTRATION ASKED TO PROVIDE A REPORT

Mr. West indicated at a recent south CAC meeting, a question come up relative to for a three-way stop at the intersection of Platinum Drive and Lyndhurst.  A second question relative to red light camera at Rock Quarry and Crosslink Road also came up.  He asked that administration provide a report on these two items.
PERSON STREETSCAPE PLANNING – STATUS REQUESTED

Mayor Meeker asked if Administration could provide a status report on the Person Street streetscape planning including the status, what the Council can do to get that moving forward.  The item was referred to administration.  

BETTY ANN KNUDSEN – INFORMATION REQUESTED

Mayor Meeker pointed out Betty Ann Knudsen’s husband recently passed away.  He stated there has been an effort to honor Ms. Knudsen and talked about the many things she did relating to the City such as helping create the current district system, etc.  He asked that the Public Affairs Department think about what we could do to help with that honor.

COUNCILMAN KOOPMAN – SCHEDULE – COMMENDS RECEIVED

Mr. Koopman pointed out he will be out of town much of the following three weeks.  He will be out of town March 24 through 26, March 31 through April 2 and on March 23 he will be meeting with the legislature relative to work with DENHR.  The comments were received.
TEXT CHANGE – MEETINGS WITH NEIGHBORHOODS – REFERRED TO COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

Mr. Crowder pointed out during a recent discussion at the West CAC there was talk about the required citizens meetings once a rezoning request is filed.  He stated the question had come up as to whether we could change that to require the meetings with the adjacent property owners to take place prior to a zoning case being filed rather than after it is filed.  He stated that would help alleviate developers filing conditions that are not satisfactory to neighbors.  He feels it will help with the process.  He suggested that the possibility of developing a text change for that purpose be referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee.  Without discussion the item was so referred.

TRYON ROAD LANDSCAPING – ADMINISTRATION TO PROVIDE REPORT
Mr. Crowder pointed out the Tryon Road landscaping seems to be complete but there seems to be areas in which there is no mulch.  He stated he knows it is not the perfect time for landscaping but asked for information as to when and what will occur.
APPOINTMENTS

APPOINTMENTS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

The City Clerk reported the following results of the ballot vote.

Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board – One Vacancy – Scott Reston (received 8 votes)

Telecommunication Commission – One Vacancy – No Nominees.
It was reported Mr. Reston would be appointed to the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board.  
NOMINATIONS

NOMINATIONS – VARIOUS GROUPS – MADE

The following items appeared on the agenda.

Human Relations Commission - Two Vacancies
The terms of Dr. Barbara Ann F. Hughes and Ricardo Perez are expiring.  Both are eligible for reappointment, have good attendance records and would like to be considered for reappointment.
Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board - Two Vacancies
The terms of Elaine Perkinson and Eugene Weeks are expiring in April.  Both are eligible for reappointment, have good attendance records and would like to be considered for reappointment.
Planning Commission - One Vacancy
The term of Waheed Haq is expiring in April.  He is eligible for reappointment, has a good attendance record and would like to be considered for reappointment.
Raleigh Transit Authority - One Vacancy
The term of Joseph Springer is expiring.  He is eligible for reappointment, has a good attendance record and would like to be considered for reappointment.
Telecommunications Commission - One Vacancy
The term of Terri Dollar is expiring.  She is eligible for reappointment, has a good attendance record and would like to be considered for reappointment.

Mr. Isley moved that the Council suspend its rules and reappoint all of those who are eligible for reappointment by acclamation.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted and the reappointments of the various persons to the various Boards and Commissions

LEGISLATION – LEASE TERMS – CITY ATTORNEY AUTHORITY TO PURSUE
City Attorney McCormack indicated the City has been working with Progress Engineer relative to developing alternative energy sources.  He stated Progress Energy has lined up some outside sources to work on this project and we would like to have some of the facilities located on land located at the Neuse River Wastewater Treatment Plant.  He stated because of tax credit requirements the companies need to have a 20 year lease on the property in order to locate the facilities.  The City is prohibited from going beyond a ten year lease.  City Attorney McCormick asked to be allowed to add this to our legislative packet that is authority to authorize the City to be able to lease this land for up to 20 years.  He stated he had drafted the appropriate bill.  Mayor Meeker moved the Attorney be authorized to pursue the legislation.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK

MINUTES – MARCH 3, 2009 – APPROVED

Council members received in their agenda packet copes of the minutes of the March 3, 2009 City Council Meeting and Joint Hearing with the Planning Commission.  Mayor Meeker moved approval as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on 8-0 vote.  

Adjournment.  There being no further business, Mayor Meeker announced the meeting adjournment at 3:40 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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