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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 19, 2009, in the City Council Chamber of the Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.




Mayor Charles C. Meeker, presiding




Mayor Pro Tem James P. West




Councilor Mary-Ann Baldwin (absent and excused)



Councilor Thomas G. Crowder




Councilor Philip R. Isley



Councilor Rodger Koopman




Councilor Nancy McFarlane




Councilor Russ Stephenson

Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Father Mark G. Reamer, O.F.M., Saint Francis of Assisi R. C. Church.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilor Philip Isley.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS

PROCLAMATION – YOUTH GANG AWARENESS AND PREVENTION MONTH - PROCLAIMED
Mayor Meeker read a Proclamation proclaiming May as Youth Gang Awareness and Prevention Month in the City of Raleigh.  The Proclamation was accepted by Shenekia Weeks with Wake County.  In accepting the Proclamation, Ms. Weeks talked about and expressed appreciation for the work the Police Department, Parks and Recreation and the Wake County Gang Prevention Partnership.
ELKS HOOP SHOOT COMPETITION – WINNER RECOGNIZED

Mayor Meeker pointed out for over 20 years the Parks and Recreation Department has been involved with the Elks Club Hoop Shoot.  In the 2008-09 season, seven community centers hosted local competition.  Zeb Alford who won the Elks Club Hoop Shoot began his quest for the title at Laurel Hills Recreation Center.  He has been involved in the competition since he was 8 and he went to the Nationals last year and came in 8.  Mayor Meeker talked about the run to the Nationals, which was held in Spring Field Massachusetts and included 15 shoot outs and Zeb made a total of 97 out of 100 shots.  Zeb thanked everyone involved pointing out it started with his participation at Laurel Hills Park.  Members of the staff of Laurel Hills Community Center and Carolina Pines Center were with Zeb in receiving the recognition. 
COMPIEGNE – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker pointed out Councilor McFarlane represented Raleigh, at her own expense, on a recent visit to the Compiegne, France.  Ms. McFarlane pointed out it was a great event and all of the people sent their greetings.  She stated they were very excited to have representatives of Raleigh there for this celebration.  She pointed out the American group met with the Mayor and a delegation and signed a Certificate of Friendship.  She talked about the Institute of Technology and presented the Mayor with a gift sent by his friends in Compiegne.  She stated it was a great experience.  

MAYOR’S COMMENTS – RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker talked about the Carolina Hurricane’s success in the Stanley Cup playoffs pointing out they were defeated by Pittsburg in the first game but pointed out it has been and its continuing to be a great run. 

Mayor Meeker talked about the successful of Artsplosure pointing out there was a lot rain on Sunday but he understands there were a lot of people.  Mayor Meeker talked about the Wayfinding system, which has installed in many places in the City.  He stated he hadn’t heard any complaints and he feels it is a very successful program.  He commended the City Manager and Staff for getting the Wayfinding program in place.  

Mayor Meeker pointed out Ms. Baldwin is absent and will be excused from today’s meeting.

CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Meeker presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion.  If a Councilor requests discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  Mayor Meeker stated the vote on the Consent Agenda will be a roll call vote.  Mayor Meeker stated he had received the following requests to withdraw items from the consent agenda.  Road Race – 100 block of Hillsborough Street (Crowder); Street Closing 700 block of McCulloch Street (Meeker); Raleigh Wi-Fi Implementation Services (Koopman/Isley); Design Services – White Water Park (Koopman); Little River Reservoir (Isley); Raleigh Vista Program (Stephenson); Civil Penalties for Prohibited noise and nuisance party violations (Isley); Condemnations – House Creek (City Manager).  Without objection, those items were withdrawn from the Consent Agenda.  Mayor Meeker stated Council members received an add on street closing relating to the Bud Light Downtown Live which will be added to the Consent Agenda.  Ms. McFarlane moved Administrations’ recommendations on the amended Consent agenda be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Baldwin absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  The items on the Consent Agenda were as follows:
ROAD RACES – VARIOUS – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

The agenda presented the following requests for road races.

Lead Mine Road Vicinity

Donnie Jackson, representing the A.E. Finley YMCA, requests a street closure on Sunday, August 30, 2009, from 7:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. for a road race.

Centennial Campus Vicinity

Jim Micheels, representing the City of Oaks Marathon LLC, requests a street closure on Sunday, November 1, 2009, from 7:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. for a road race.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions on reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda McFarlane/Koopman – 7 ayes (Baldwin absent and excused).  

STREET CLOSINGS – VARIOUS – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

The agenda presented the following request for temporary street closings. 

500 Block of Fayetteville Street

Kimberly Davis, representing the Raleigh Marriott City Center, requests a street closure on Sunday, May 24, 2009, from 9:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. for a traditional Indian wedding ceremony.

Vicinity of West Jones Street

Samad Hachby, representing the Mosaic Wine Lounge, requests a street closure on Friday, May 29, 2009, and Saturday May 30, 2009, as well as Friday, June 5, 2009, and Saturday, June 6, 2009, from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. for an outdoor entertainment event.

He also requests a waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and a waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.

Southall Road Vicinity

Danielle Weber, representing the Edgewater Community, requests to change the date of a previously approved street closure from Saturday, June 6, 2009, from 11:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. to Saturday, September 12, 2009, from 11:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.  A rain date of Sunday, September 13, 2009, from 11:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. is also requested.

100, 200 and 300 Blocks of Fayetteville Street

Chip Hill, representing the Heart of Carolina Mustang Club, requests a street closure on Friday, July 3, 2009, from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. for an auto show.

200 Block of East Martin Street
Michelle Boyette, Bud Light Downtown, requests closing a portion of the 200 block of East Martin Street between Blount Street and Blake Street from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 midnight on May 30, 2009, June 13 and 27, 2009; July 11 and 25, 2009; and August 8 and 22, 2009, in connection with scheduled events.  She is also requesting encumbrance of the first four parking spaces on the east side of the 200 block of South Blount Street and waiver of City ordinances pertaining to amplified music and the possession and consumption of alcohol on City property.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions on reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda McFarlane/Koopman – 7 ayes (Baldwin absent and excused).
FIREFIGHTERS GRANT – FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY – APPLICATION APPROVED

The Fire Department requests permission to submit an application to the United States Department of Homeland Security - Federal Emergency Management Agency, to seek funding for the 2009 Assistance to Firefighters Grant (AFG).
Funds will be used for the purchase of a 40-foot, mobile, live-fire multi-training simulator.  The simulator will provide firefighters with Class A live fire training as well as ventilation, forcible entry, standpipe, sprinkler, confined space, firefighter survival, and Self Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) skill stations.  The primary goal of the Assistance to Firefighters Grant (AFG) is to meet the firefighting and emergency response needs of fire departments and nonaffiliated emergency medical services organizations.  Since 2001, AFG has helped firefighters and other first responders obtain critically needed equipment, protective gear, emergency vehicles, training, and other resources needed to protect the public and emergency personnel from fire and related hazards.

Project Costs:

Federal Funding (80%)
$145,944.00

Match (20%)
    36,486.00
Total
$182,430.00

Recommendation:  Approve grant application as indicated above.  Upheld on Consent Agenda McFarlane/Koopman – 7 ayes (Baldwin absent and excused).  

RALEIGH DURHAM AIRPORT AUTHORITY – FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION GRANT – MAYOR AUTHORIZED TO SIGN

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) issued a grant offer on April 27, 2009, in the amount of $4,500,000 to Raleigh-Durham Airport Authority for rehabilitation of West Airfield Lighting (including electrical vault), Airport Improvement Program Project Number 3-37-0056-TBD.  The FAA requires the City of Raleigh along with the City of Durham, County of Durham and County of Wake to accept grant offers for airport improvement programs.  There is no cost to the City of Raleigh.

Recommendation:  Authorize the Mayor’s signature on the grant documents as required by the FAA.  Upheld on Consent Agenda McFarlane/Koopman - 7 ayes (Baldwin absent and excused).

EASEMENT EXCHANGE – SOUTHEAST BEAVERDAM SANITARY SEWER REPLACEMENT PROJECT – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

It is requested that Council authorize exchanges of sanitary sewer easements for the Southeast Beaverdam Sanitary Sewer Replacement Project and a public hearing on these exchanges as required by statute.  In order to complete the Southeast Beaverdam Sanitary Sewer Replacement Project, some new sanitary sewer easements have to be acquired so some of the old, existing mains and easements can be abandoned.  Property owners have agreed to convey to the City the new sanitary sewer easements required for installation of the new sewer main in exchange for the City’s abandoning portions of the existing sewer easements located on their properties that will no longer be needed following the installation of the replacement main.

Recommendation:  Approve the easement exchange and authorize the Clerk to advertise for public hearing. Upheld on Consent Agenda McFarlane/Koopman - 7 ayes (Baldwin absent and excused).  See Resolution 902.

WATER QUALITY MONITORING – ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE FEE AND CONTRACT WITH ECOLOGICAL CONSULTANT, INC.
Two proposals were received for the Water Quality Monitoring in Drinking Water Reservoirs Project.  The two top firms are listed in ranking order:


Ecological Consultants, Inc.


Spirogyra Diversified Environmental/RJG&A

Recommendation:  Authorize Administration to negotiate a fee and contract with Ecological Consultants, Inc., for the Water Quality Monitoring in Drinking Water Reservoirs Project and to negotiate with the other firm as listed in the event that any of those negotiations are not successful.  Upheld on Consent Agenda McFarlane/Koopman - 7 ayes (Baldwin absent and excused).
STORM DEBRIS REMOVAL – PRE-POSITION CONTRACT – ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE
A Request for Proposals (RFP) was advertised for a pre-position contract to provide documents and specifications to provide all necessary machinery, tools, labor, and other means of construction to haul vegetative debris and to furnish materials, except as otherwise noted necessary to perform and complete the said project within the time limit specified in the contract after notification to proceed with work.  This contract will cover debris removal for all city streets.

Ten proposals were received in response to the RFP.  The proposals were reviewed by a selection committee composed of staff members from the Public Works Department, the Public Works Director, and the Street Superintendent.  Based on the assessments the following three firms have been selected and prioritized as follows:

Phillips & Jordan Incorporated

Crowder-Gulf

Unified Recovery Group

Recommendation:  Authorize Administration to negotiate a contract with Phillips & Jordan Incorporated for the pre-position contract and approval of Crowder-Gulf as an alternate.  Upheld on Consent Agenda McFarlane/Koopman - 7 ayes (Baldwin absent and excused).

ERP PROJECT – AMENDMENT #1 CHERRYROAD TECHNOLOGIES, INC. – APPROVED

This contract amendment, for CherryRoad Technologies, Inc., in the amount of $254,720, would allow the project integrator to extend its contract to meet the revised completion date for the finance portion of the ERP project.  Additional backup is in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute an amendment to CherryRoad Technologies contract for additional integration services required for the finance portion of the ERP project.  Funds are available within the financing proceeds originally established for the ERP project and will be transferred administratively.  Upheld on Consent Agenda McFarlane/Koopman - 7 ayes (Baldwin absent and excused).  See Ordinance 584 TF 113.
SAGES NETWORKS – INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT AND CONTRACT AMENDMENT – APPROVED
In February 2006, City Council approved an Interlocal Agreement with Mecklenburg County to share the cost and partner in the development of software for acquiring certain building permits online and to lay the groundwork for future joint development efforts.  In conjunction with the Interlocal Agreement, an amendment to the City’s existing Sages Networks agreement was executed.  Since that time, we have successfully completed or begun several projects that have provided benefits to the staff and citizens of both organizations.

The City and Mecklenburg County would both like to continue this partnership through an amended and restated Interlocal Agreement and contract amendment.  Work to be completed includes the development of the joint Commercial Electronic Plan Submittal and Review software, which is a common solution for commercial plan review for the City of Raleigh and Mecklenburg County.  The cost of the development effort is $1,015,000 with Mecklenburg County paying $845,000 and the City $170,000.  Funding for the initial City share is included within the current fiscal year budget.  Per the Interlocal Agreement, we are requesting a transfer for the City’s portion.  The Mecklenburg County portion of the contract amendment is secured by Mecklenburg and will be paid upon invoice by the joint software developer.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the Interlocal Agreement and the required contract amendment and the following budget transfer and amendment.

Budget Transfer:
Transferred From:

100-1062-70790-101


Professional Services


$170,000.00

Transferred To:

501-9215-70790-975


Professional Services


$170,000.00

Budget Amendment:
Increase Revenue Account:

501-9215-51318-000


Interlocal Agreement


$845,000.00

Expense Account:

501-9215-70790-975


Professional Services


$845,000.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda McFarlane/Koopman - 7 ayes (Baldwin absent and excused).  See Ordinance 584 TF 113.
MARSH CREEK COMMUNITY CENTER – CONTRACT AMENDMENT #2 – DAVIS-KANE ARCHITECTS – APPROVED

The community center design process was conducted through 2007 and most of 2008.  During this design process, additional services were required.  These services included additional surveying for tree conservation (TCA), Special Inspections and printing costs.  Staff would like to include a new playground as a part of the center’s construction and is requesting authorization to continue the services of this current design team, Davis-Kane Architects, PA.  This playground will be a certified “Boundless Play” area and the City received $20,000 in grant funding from North Carolina’s Eat Smart, Move More Community Grants Program to assist with this project.

Funding is available in 636-9388-79001-975 and the associated transfer will be handled administratively.

Recommendation:  Authorize staff to proceed with increasing the Marsh Creek Community Center design services contract with Davis-Kane Architects, PA by $47,281.84.  The new contract total will be $557,530.48.  The transfer of funds will be handled administratively.  Upheld on Consent Agenda McFarlane/Koopman - 7 ayes (Baldwin absent and excused).

SIGNAL SYSTEM DESIGN CONTRACT – SUPPLEMENTAL AGREEMENT #2/HNTB – APPROVED

The City of Raleigh currently has a contract with HNTB for the design of the upgrade/expansion to the computerized traffic signal system.  We are now proceeding with the construction of the first stage for the signal system upgrade/expansion and Construction Engineering and Inspection (CE&I) is an important part of the project.  The signal system project was originally scoped to contract a firm to provide construction engineering & inspection right before construction began.  HNTB and the City have negotiated a proposed supplemental agreement in the amount of $2,517,837 to provide all aspects of construction engineering & inspection for all four stages of the signal system project.  Funding is available in 525-8920-975-79290.

Recommendation:  Approve as recommended.  Upheld on Consent Agenda McFarlane/Koopman - 7 ayes (Baldwin absent and excused).

PERSONNEL – COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT POSITION RECLASSIFICATION – APPROVED

The Community Services Department currently has a vacant Human Relations Program Manager position (Position 5815, Class 0517, Pay Grade 36).  Due to reorganization, the Community Services Manager position continues to be responsible for volunteer/human services programs but the majority of the time involves responsibilities consistent with the Human Relations Program classification.  The added responsibilities involve administrative and management support for Human Relations Commission activities including planning and coordination of events, process and board development.  The expansion of this position’s role has increased the support provided to the Human Relations Commission.  Additional responsibility for VISTA volunteers will be assumed in July.  The Community Services Department requests reclassification of the Community Services Manager (Position 1453, Class 0516, Pay Grade 34) position to a Community Services Program Manager (Class 0516, Pay Grade 36). The reclassification of this position has been reviewed and approved by the City’s Personnel Department and funding is currently provided in the budget.

Recommendation:  Approve the reclassification of this position.  Upheld on Consent Agenda McFarlane/Koopman - 7 ayes (Baldwin absent and excused).  See Ordinance 584 TF 113.
BUDGET AMENDMENTS – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented the following recommended budget amendments:

Parks and Recreation – $1,469.84 – to accept donations from Raleigh Garden Club $750, Mordecai Mini Park $419.84, and BASF Corporation $300 for general beautification.
Parks and Recreation - $3,500 – to increase revenues and expenditures to assess greater than anticipated revenue from prior years within the Ralph Campbell Community Center revolving budget.

Parks and Recreation - $60,000 – to increase revenues and expenditures to accommodate a full year of operation at Pullen Park.  The FY09 budget from Pullen Park reflected reduced funding due to the park being scheduled to close for major renovations.  These renovations will not occur until FY10.  The revenues for Pullen Park traditionally exceed the expenditures.

The agenda outlined the revenue and expenditure accounts involved.
Recommendation:  Approval of the budget amendments as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda McFarlane/Koopman - 7 ayes (Baldwin absent and excused).

OPTIMIST POOL CONVERSION – CHANGE ORDER #5/J. M. THOMPSON APPROVED – FUNDS TRANSFERRED

This change order is for an amount not to exceed $49,000.
Reason:

Change Order #5 includes a variety of construction related fees and practices. Examples are: changes and upgrades to contractor’s pressure washing practices required by City of Raleigh Stormwater, more accessible and usable door hardware changes for both buildings.  During final inspections process staff had to implement a few modifications that were required for plumbing, electrical and HVAC inspections in order to move towards Certificate of Occupancy.  A majority of this change order is the result of needed sprinkler modifications as a result of City of Raleigh Inspections process.

History:

Original Contract Amount



$3,345,336.00

Total Previous Change Orders


$   483,673.65

New Contract Amount



$3,878,009.65

Budgetary accounts to be amended:
Transferred From:

636 -9826-79001-975

Optimist CC Expansion
$49,000.00

Transferred To:

636-8403-79290-975

Optimist Pool


$49,000.00

Recommendation:  Approve Change Order #5 in the amount not to exceed $49,000 for the Optimist Pool Conversion and authorize the associated budgetary transfer.  Upheld on Consent Agenda McFarlane/Koopman - 7 ayes (Baldwin absent and excused).  See Ordinance 584 TF 113.
TRANSFERS – VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented transfers in the departments of Information Technology, Parks and Recreation and Public Works.  The agenda outlined the reasons for the recommended transfers as well as code accounts involved.

Recommendation:  Upheld on Consent Agenda McFarlane/Koopman - 7 ayes (Baldwin absent and excused).  See Ordinance 584 TF 113.

NEUSE RIVER WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT WAREHOUSE EXPANSION – BID AWARDED TO ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION COMPANY – FUNDS TRANSFERRED

Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, bids were received on April 9, 2009, for construction of the Neuse River Wastewater Treatment Plant Warehouse Expansion, Equipment Storage Building, and Equipment Storage Building and Farm Equipment Storage Building Project.  Engineered Construction Company submitted the low bid in the amount of $798,950.  Engineered Construction Company submitted a 13.5% MWBE participation plan.

Recommendation:  Approve the low bid of Engineered Construction Company in the amount of $798,950 and the budgetary transfer.

Transferred From:

349-9300-79202-975

NRWWTP Filter & Blower Impv

$313,950.00

349-9408-79001-975

NRWWTP Pump Sta Shop/Warehouse
  275,000.00

349-9410-79001-975

NRWWTP Equip Storage Shelter

  210,000.00











$798,950.00

Transferred To:

349-9408-79202-975

NRWWTP Pump Sta Shop/Warehouse
$798,950.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda McFarlane/Koopman - 7 ayes (Baldwin absent and excused).  See Ordinance 584 TF 113.
SIGNAL SYSTEM UPGRADE STAGE 1 CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT – BID AWARDED TO WORLD FIBER TECHNOLOGIES, INC.; RESOLUTION ADOPTED
The City of Raleigh previously entered into a municipal agreement with NCDOT for the upgrade of the existing Computerized Traffic Signal System.  The municipal agreement specifies that NCDOT will pay 75% of the cost for this upgrade.  The City’s portion (25%) has already been allocated in the CIP.  Due to the size of the project, construction will occur in four stages.  The first stage was advertised and the City received six bids for the construction of Stage 1.  All bids have been reviewed and the low bid was from World Fiber Technologies, Inc. in the amount of $4,497,914.16.  This bid is 21% below the Engineer’s Estimate of $5,715,639.41.  Due to the participation of NCDOT and Federal CMAQ funds, a goal of 5% Disadvantage Business Enterprises (DBE) was required.  World Fiber Technologies, Inc. bid included 8.4% participation.

Recommendation:  Approve the low bid from World Fiber Technologies, Inc. in the amount of $4,497,914.16 and staff will forward this to NCDOT for concurrence.  Funds will be transferred administratively.  Upheld on Consent Agenda McFarlane/Koopman - 7 ayes (Baldwin absent and excused).  See Resolution 912.
TRAFFIC – VARIOUS CHANGES – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented recommended changes in the Traffic Code relating to speed limit reduction on Keowee Way pursuant to petition submitted to meet requirements of Speed Limit Reduction Policy, Multiway Stop at Platinum Avenue and Lyndhurst Drive and a 35 mph speed zone on Forestville Road, which is a concurring ordinance within NCDOT.
The agenda outlined the exact locations involved.

Recommendation:  Approval of the changes in traffic code as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda McFarlane/Koopman - 7 ayes (Baldwin absent and excused).  See Ordinance 585.

END OF CONSENT AGENDA

NOISE AND NUISANCE PARTY VIOLATIONS – CIVIL PENALTIES – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The proposed ordinance would allow Raleigh Police Officers to enforce the nuisance party and noise ordinances with civil penalties, a court action for an injunction, or through a criminal misdemeanor.  The civil penalty would be set at $100 per calendar day for the first violation and $300 per calendar day for additional violations within 12 months.  The ordinance establishes a procedure for appealing civil penalties and in contested appeals.  It provides that the final decision on any appeal is made by an independent arbitrator.  If a third civil penalty is issued for a violation of the nuisance party or prohibited noise ordinances within 24 months after notice of the first violation from the PROP Team, the property would move into the PROP Program.  A violation occurs after both the citation is issued and either the appeal time expires or the violator loses an appeal before the arbitrator.

Allowing sworn officers to enforce noise and nuisance party violations by means of a civil citation would provide an efficient and effective alternative in addressing current applicable City ordinances.  Obtaining misdemeanor convictions for offenses such as noise and nuisance party violations tends to be time consuming and often challenging in the criminal justice system.  While officers would still have the option of making a misdemeanor charge in the event of chronic or repeated violations, a civil penalty would not result in a permanent criminal record against the offender.  The ordinance would become effective on July 1, 2009.

Recommendation:  Approve authority for sworn Raleigh Police Officers to enforce nuisance party and prohibited ordinances by means of a civil citation.

Mr. Isley stated he withdrew this from the Consent Agenda as he simply wants to vote against it.  Mr. Crowder moved approval of the ordinance as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Isley who voted in the negative (Baldwin absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-1 vote.  See Ordinance 583.
ROAD RACE – 100 BLOCK OF HILLSBOROUGH STREET – APPROVED – ADMINISTRATION TO PUBLICIZE
Butch Robertson representing the Great Raleigh Road Race had requested a street closure relating to the 100 block of Hillsborough Street on Saturday, July 4, 2009 from 5:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. for a road race. 

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions on the report in the agenda packet.  Mr. Crowder stated he had withdrawn this from the consent agenda as he continues to get calls of concern about road races and impacting the community.  He questioned if we can send this item to committee to look at utilization of other corridors that is the possibility of having some type rotation of streets to be utilized for this type event.  He stated Hillsborough Street is very attractive for this type race but it puts a lot of stress on the people in the area as there are few north south corridors in that area.  He stated he would move approval of the request but would like to make sure we publicize it widely in the media and may be look at his suggestion in Committee.  Mr. Stephenson stated he would like for the Council to look at some type rotation system.  The City Manager pointed out road race routes are very important to many race organizers.  Many of the races are certified races, which would have to get the location recertified if moved, people are use to running a certain route and do not like to change routes, there are a lot of logistics that have to be considered. Mr. Crowder suggested the possibility of putting this in Public Works and see if there is some way we can communicate to people what is occurring and offer alternative ways to get in and out of their locations when a race is going on.  Mayor Meeker suggested referring the item to Law and Public Safety Committee.  Mr. Isley stated his committee just dealt with the issue and had asked for additional notifications to surrounding residents, contact information, etc.  City Manager Allen pointed out what the City is doing to try to notify the people and emphasizing to the requestors what their responsibilities are.  After brief discussion, Mr. Crowder moved approval of the road race as requested.  His motion was seconded by Ms. McFarlane and put to a vote, which passed unanimously (Baldwin absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
STREET CLOSING – 700 BLOCK OF MCCULLOCH STREET – APPROVED

Anne McLaurin, representing the Boylan Heights neighborhood, requests a street closure on Tuesday, June 9, 2009, from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. for their annual celebration for graduating seniors.

Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions on the report in the agenda packet.

Mayor Meeker stated he had asked that this be withdrawn from the Consent Agenda as he needs to be excused as his wife is the one who has made the request.  Mr. Crowder moved that the Mayor be excused from participation in this item.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and put to a vote, which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote (Baldwin absent and excused) and left the table.  Mayor Pro Tem took the chair.  

Mr. Isley moved approval of the request as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson.  Mr. Crowder pointed out normally we have fees and he would ask that the motion be amended to waive any fees associated with the street closing.  Mr. Isley and Mr. Stephenson agreed to that amendment.  The motion as amended was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Meeker excused and Baldwin absent and excused).  The Mayor Pro Tem ruled the motion adopted on a 6-0 vote.

VISTA PROJECT – GRANT ACCEPTED; MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE AGREEMENT

The Corporation for National and Community Services has awarded the City of Raleigh a cash grant of $22,000 in support of the City’s “Raleigh Invests in People and Communities” VISTA project.
“Raleigh Invests in People and Communities” is designed to place VISTA members in key organizational units of the City where they will be able to maximally impact the City's efforts to improve the quality of life for its citizens. The City qualified for 14 VISTA members.  The five City organizational units involved in this project are the City Manager's Office, Community Services, Public Utilities, Administrative Services, and Information Technology.  The goal for “Raleigh Invests in People and Communities” is to fight poverty through enhancing the City's efforts to build the personal capacities of individuals living in poverty and the organizational capacity of impoverished communities to control their destinies and rise out of poverty.  The monetary value of the City of Raleigh’s VISTA initiative is $249,270, of which the City has no financial responsibility.

The following accounts should be increased by:

Revenue Account:

810-7108-51355-985


ARRA Funding


$22,000.00

Expense Accounts:

810-7108-60011-985


Salaries PT Temp (Seasonal)
            $11,700.00

810-7108-62005-985


FICA




       725.40

810-7108-62006-985


Medicare



       169.60

810-7108-71204-985


Mileage Reimbursement

    2,405.00

810-7108-71201-985


Training



     7,000.00










 $22,000.00

Recommendation:  Accept the grant and authorize the City Manager to execute the Grant Agreement with the Corporation for National and Community Services (CNCS) to support 14 VISTA members and 1 Part-Time VISTA Supervisor.

Mr. Stephenson stated he withdrew this from the consent agenda as he didn’t see any backup on what projects would be carried out with these volunteers.  City Manager Allen pointed out he had sent out a memo prior to the Council meeting telling the Council about this opportunity and work they will be doing.  He stated most of the work is behind the scenes.   Mr. Stephenson stated he would go back and look for the memo.  He moved approval of the recommendation as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Baldwin absent and excused).  See Ordinance 584 TF 113.
WI-FI – IMPLEMENTATION SERVICES FOR DOWNTOWN RALEIGH – CITY MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE CONTRACT
The City of Raleigh Information Technology (IT) Department issued a Request for Proposals (RFP) for a professional services firm to implement Wi-Fi for Downtown Raleigh on March 3, 2009.
Responses were received from two companies: WindChannel and KompSys.  Through a quantitative and qualitative evaluation of the responses that included cost, the vendor’s experience in the market, the vendor’s design and methodology, local presence, and ability to support the system long term, the evaluation team rated the vendors in the following order:


WindChannel


KompSys

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to enter into a contract in the amount not to exceed $112,000, subject to negotiation of terms acceptable to City Administration, with WindChannel Communications, Inc. to provide professional services and auxiliary equipment to implement Wi-Fi for Downtown Raleigh and, if a mutually acceptable contract cannot be negotiated with the selected vendor, authorize the City Manager to enter into a contract with the next highest rated vendor.
Mr. Isley questioned the timing speaking about the economic times we are in and whether there is any possibility of getting funding such as naming rights, etc. like we did from CREE for the shimmer wall.  Mr. Koopman indicated he understands donated equipment possibilities but questioned the operating expense.  City Manager Allen pointed out it will be approximately $18,000 per year.  Mr. Koopman pointed out the internet business community is doing heavy lobbying to prevent cities from providing this service to its residents.  He stated he understands we are not looking at the opportunity of extending this service to the rest of the City and questioned if the City Manager looked at a plan for that similar to what Wilson has which is a fiber optic system.  He questioned limiting this to the downtown area.  He stated in addition if we are doing a blanket coverage it covers the intersections which will not be used; therefore, questioned if we could target and have specific wi-fi spots instead of blanket coverage.  City Manager Allen talked briefly about the Wilson fiber optic system.  He also stated Raleigh’s proposal has been engineered so that we are only covering spots it is not blanket coverage.  He stated he doubts if either of the companies would look at naming opportunities or sponsoring or donating services or equipment.  He talked about Cisco, which is contributing a significant amount of opportunities, but he does not see this as a naming opportunity.  He stated he feels good about what Cisco has done for us already.  He stated as far as timing is concerned, we do not have to do it now but it is already budgeted.  We have tried to reduce the cost as much as possible and talked about the importance of this service to the downtown area and the fact that many groups that come in and utilize the convention center expect this type service.  
Mr. Koopman questioned if the downtown businesses that will get additional benefit could participate in the annual operating cost.  City Manager Allen pointed out that is a possibility but pointed out it would cause a tremendous amount of staff work to recover some $18,000.  He pointed out we do other services for downtown such as landscaping, etc. and we do not charge for that.  He pointed out many people will benefit and it would be hard to tie the benefit to a particular business or customer.  
Mr. Stephenson talked about the Downtown Raleigh Alliance, which is the spokesgroup for downtown businesses and talked about the possibility of putting the site in Budget & Economic Development Committee to look at cost sharing and talk with DRA about that possibility.  City Manager Allen pointed out that would be fine but the City of Raleigh is one of the primary donors to DRA so it would be like asking them to give our money back.  In response to questioning from Mr. Stephenson, City Manager Allen pointed out we are looking at ways to extend availability to low wealth communities and talked about the VISTA volunteers who will be working on this.  He stated there does not seem to be a successful model in the country pointing out Wilson uses a different type model as they are using fiber optic for many purposes, etc.  He talked about the many providers of the private industry and cautioned against such as investment.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the proposal as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Isley who voted in the negative (Baldwin absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-1 vote. 
WHITE WATER PARK – DESIGN SERVICES CONTRACT – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

At the request of the paddling community, the City has requested a fee proposal to study an alternate area to install a paddling feature in the vicinity of Falls of Neuse Road on the Neuse River.  The City has received a fee proposal from Stewart Engineering in the amount of $5,134.

Recommendation:  Approve the Amendment #6 to the Upper Neuse Design Services Contract with Stewart Engineering in the amount of $5,134.  Mr. Koopman stated he withdrew this from the consent agenda as the paddlers are not extremely happy about how this is going.  They feel they have been left out of the loop.  He suggested referring this item to Public Works Committee to give the paddlers a public forum.  City Manager Allen stated staff would be happy to talk with the paddlers and provide a report to the Public Works Committee.  Without objection, the item was referred to the Public Works Committee.

LITTLE RIVER RESERVOIR MAJOR STRUCTURE SITE EVALUATION AND SELECTION PROJECT – AMENDMENT #5/HAZEN AND SAWYER – APPROVED

The City currently has an agreement with Hazen and Sawyer for the environmental documentation associated with the proposed water plant site required by the Little River Reservoir Project.  It has been determined that a separate site evaluation for the proposed water plant site would improve stakeholder support and acceptance of a final recommended site.  Hazen and Sawyer requested permission to withdraw from this portion of the overall Reservoir project.  Stearns & Wheler, PLLC, has been working with the City to develop the environmental documentation associated with the proposed Little Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant expansion, which is in the same geographical location of the proposed Reservoir project and Stearns & Wheler has developed an excellent working relationship with the Town of Zebulon and the Town of Wendell.  Contract Amendment #5, in the amount of $64,400, is for these professional engineering services.

Recommendation:  Approve Amendment #5 with Stearns & Wheler (transfer to be handled administratively).

Transferred From:

348-9940-79001-975

Little River Reservoir Wetland Mitigation

$64,400.00

Transferred To:

348-9940-79201-975

Little River Reservoir Wetland Mitigation

$64,400.00

Mr. Isley stated he withdrew this from the Consent Agenda as he needs to be excused from participation as he has in the past pointing out his family has ownership interest.  Mayor Meeker moved that Mr. Isley be excused from participation in this matter.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and put to a vote, which passed unanimously (Baldwin absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
Mayor Meeker moved approval of the contract amendment as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. McFarlane and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Isley who was excused from participation and Ms. Baldwin who was absent and excused.  They Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-0 vote.

CONDEMNATION – GREENWAY EASEMENT – HOUSE CREEK – APPROVED

The agenda indicated efforts have been unsuccessful to obtain needed easements for House Creek Greenway Projects in the following locations:

Thomas E. and Sally R. Humble, 3417 Ocotea Street; Meredith College – 3800 Hillsborough Street and Grubb Palms, LLC, 3500 and 3531 Horton Street.

Recommendation:  Adopt resolutions of condemnation for the easements needed from the listed properties.  Mayor Meeker pointed out Administration had asked that these items be withdrawn.  City Manager Allen pointed out he had asked that they be withdrawn and Administration would recommend that we proceed with condemnations.  He stated however, the City Attorney’s Office has reached an agreement with the Humble’s and Meredith College but we would still like authority for condemnation if necessary.  Mayor Meeker moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Baldwin absent and excused).  See Resolutions 903, 904 and 905.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION
PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA –APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Meeker presented the Planning Commission Consent Agenda indicating it would be handled in the same manner as the regular Consent Agenda.  He stated he had received the following request to withdraw items from the Planning Commission consent agenda:  Z-11-09 (Crowder/Stephenson); Z-22-09 (McFarlane); MP-4-08 (McFarlane/Stephenson).  Without objection, those items were withdrawn from the Planning Commission Consent Agenda.  Mr. Stephenson moved the Planning Commission’s recommendation on the remaining items on the Consent Agenda be withheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and put to a vote, which passed unanimously (Baldwin absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  The items on the Planning Commission Consent Agenda were as follows.
REZONING Z-43-08 – CREEDMOOR ROAD – REQUEST FOR 120-DAY TIME EXTENSION – APPROVED
This request is to rezone approximately 7.27 acres, currently zoned Office & Institution-1 Conditional Use District.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Shopping Center Conditional Use District.

CR-11305 from the Planning Commission recommends that the City Council grant a 120-day time extension for additional review by the Planning Commission.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Stephenson/Isley – 7 ayes (Baldwin absent and excused).  

REZONING Z-47-08 – LOUISBURG/SPRING FOREST ROADS – 120-DAY TIME EXTENSION APPROVED

This request is to rezone approximately 24.59 acres, currently zoned Thoroughfare Conditional Use District with SHOD-3 and SHOD-4 and Residential-4 Conditional Use District.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Thoroughfare Conditional Use District with SHOD-3 and SHOD-4.

CR-11306 from the Planning Commission recommends that the City Council grant a 120-day time extension for additional review by the Planning Commission.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Stephenson/Isley - 7 ayes (Baldwin absent and excused).

REZONING Z-15-09 – DONALD ROSS DRIVE – 60-DAY TIME EXTENSION – APPROVED

This request is to rezone approximately 1.99 acres, currently zoned Residential-4 with Neighborhood Conservation Overlay District.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Residential-4 Conditional Use.

CR-11307 from the Planning Commission recommends that the City Council grant a 60-day time extension for additional review by the Planning Commission.

Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Stephenson/Isley - 7 ayes (Baldwin absent and excused).
REZONING Z-16-09 – NEW BERN AVENUE – 30-DAY TIME EXTENSION – APPROVED

This request is to rezone approximately 0.42 acres, currently zoned Residential-10 with Neighborhood Conservation Overlay.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Office & Institution-1 Conditional Use District with Neighborhood Conservation Overlay District.

CR-11308 from the Planning Commission recommends that the City Council grant a 30-day time extension for additional review by the Planning Commission.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Stephenson/Isley - 7 ayes (Baldwin absent and excused).

REZONING Z-6-09 – CREEDMOOR ROAD – 120-DAY TIME EXTENSION – GRANTED

This request is to rezone approximately 5.98 acres, currently zoned Office & Institution-1 Conditional Use District.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Office & Institution-1 Conditional Use District.

CR-11309 from the Planning Commission recommends that the City Council grant a 120-day time extension for additional review by the Planning Commission.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Stephenson/Isley - 7 ayes (Baldwin absent and excused).
END OF PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA

REZONING Z-11-09 – HOGAN LANE – REQUEST FOR 60-DAY EXTENSION – APPROVED

This request is to rezone approximately 0.52 acre, currently zoned Residential-4.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Residential-6 Conditional Use District.

CR-11310 from the Planning Commission recommends that the City Council grant a 60-day time extension for additional review by the Planning Commission.

Planning Commission Chair Chambliss explained the proposal.  Mr. Stephenson questioned if this lot has public right-of-way access.  Chairperson Chambliss pointed out that is one of the reasons the Planning Commission is asking for additional time.  She stated it is understood there has been some type agreement with the railroad about access and the Planning Commission has asked the Department of Transportation, the Railroad Company and the petitioner to verify if there is access and time is needed for that to occur.  Mr. Stephenson asked if there is any type of precedent for claiming railroad access as right-of-way with the City Attorney pointing out there could be various types of agreement.  Mr. Crowder stated he understands the railroad representatives have issued a letter saying they own the right-of-way and they could take it away.  He stated any time there are discussions with the railroad, it takes a lot of time to get decisions.  He stated he does not know why we would let this rezoning case just set around and collect dust.  Mayor Meeker suggested that the Council let the Planning Commission have the 60-day extension with the understanding there would be no further extensions and so moved.  Mr. Crowder stated with the understanding this would be the last extension he would second the motion which was put to a vote and passed unanimously (Baldwin absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  
REZONING Z-22-09 – SIX FORKS ROAD – MP-4-08 – NORTH HILLS EAST REVISED – REFERRED TO THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

Rezoning Z-22-09 is a request to rezone approximately 50.53 acres, currently zoned PDD (over multiple base zoning districts), Office & Institution-3, Office & Institution-1 Conditional Use District & Conservation Management with SHOD-2.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Amended PDD (over multiple base zoning districts removing SHOD-2).

CR-11311 from the Planning Commission finds that this request is partly inconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan, however recommends that this request be approved in accordance with zoning conditions dated May 4, 2009.

MP-4-08 is a request to approve a Master Plan associated with a rezoning request in accordance with 10-2057(f)(2)a. The 50.53 acre site is currently comprised of 43.64 acres zoned Planned Development Conditional Use Overlay District (over multiple underlying zoning districts), 3.1 acres zoned Office and Institution-3 with Special Highway Overlay District (SHOD-2), .72 acres zoned Office and Institution-1 with SHOD-2, 1.18 acres zoned Office and Institution-1 Conditional Use District with SHOD-2 overlay and 1.89 acres zoned Conservation Management with SHOD-2 overlay to Planned Development Conditional Use Overlay District and remove the SHOD-2 overlay.

CR-11312 from the Planning Commission recommends approval with conditions.

Planning Commission Chair Chambliss explained the rezoning request and the Master plan revision and the Planning Commissions discussion.  Planning Director Silver pointing out the increase in density is small and the request is to extend to a couple of lots to the east.  Mr. Crowder questioned if the comprehensive plan calls for SHOD Overlay.  Discussion followed as to whether the SHOD Overlay is impacted or how it may be impacted by this action.  Ms. McFarlane read from the CR that talked about the proposal introducing higher office intensity but would not have any adverse impacts on the surrounding uses.
Discussion took place on the SHOD, whether the SHOD is within the PDD, whether the PDD goes to the existing property line and exactly what is being proposed.

Attorney Michael Birch indicated the original approved master plan did away with the SHOD and proposed a 10 foot high closed fence to replace the SHOD.  How many acres have the SHOD yard was again discussed.  Ms. McFarlane expressed concern relative to the reduction of the 36 square foot planting islands to 3 foot x 3 foot irrigated planting areas, TJ Barringer, North Hills East, pointed out they have a large underground stormwater storage and the change in the size of the planters does not change the landscape it changes the size of the planters not a change to the landscape.  Mayor Meeker moved that the two items be referred to Comprehensive Planning Committee for further discussion.  Without objection, the items were so referred.
REZONING Z-28-09 – POOLE ROAD – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This request is to rezone approximately 23.026 acres, currently zoned Office & Institution-2 and Residential-6.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Industrial-2 General use.

CR-11313 from the Planning Commission finds that this request is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and recommends that this request be approved.

Planning Commission Chair Chambliss explained the request, the proposal and the Planning Commission’s recommendation for approval.  Mayor Meeker asked as a point of personal privilege that a representative of the CAC be allowed to speak.  Greg Smith, Second Vice-President of the Southeast CAC indicated that group met and voted 9 to 0 in favor of the proposal with the understanding that should the project be abandoned by the City that the City rethink the proposed zoning as it is a general use.  If the project is abandoned the City should file a conditional use case.  
Mr. West talked about the desire to have about 4 people from the neighborhood being a part of the input on the design of this project and staff has agreed.  He stated there was considerable discussion about the inclusion of MWBE on this proposed project as there is a lot of stimulus money and it is a design build project.  He stated he wanted to get those points on the record.  In response to questions, City Attorney McCormick indicated the Council could not make the rezoning conditional upon filing a new case if the City abandons the current project.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the Planning Commission’s recommendation.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Baldwin absent and excused).  See Ordinance 586 ZC 637.

REZONING Z-26-09 – GLOBE ROAD – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This request is to rezone approximately 2.0 acres, currently zoned Residential-4.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Industrial-2 Conditional Use District.

CR-11301 from the Planning Commission finds that this request is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and recommends that this request be approved in accordance with zoning conditions dated May 4, 2009. 

Planning Commission Chair Chambliss explained the proposal.  Mr. Isley moved approval of the Planning Commission’s recommendation.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and put to a vote, which passed unanimously (Baldwin absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 586 ZC 637.

SPECIAL ITEMS

STREET IMPROVEMENTS – ROCK QUARRY ROAD – RESOLUTION DIRECTING PROJECT ADOPTED

During the May 5, 2009, Council meeting, a hearing was held to consider improvements to Rock Quarry Road consisting of widening, installation of curbs, gutters, drains and sidewalks.  Following the hearing, it was directed that the item be placed on this agenda for consideration.

The Mayor pointed out there was some questions about rental housing being so close to the street and questioned if Administration looked into the possibility of moving the houses back.  City Manager Allen pointed he did not remember staff being asked to look at moving the houses.  Mr. West questioned if there is any kind of standard setback or process if the houses are too close.  City Manager Allen pointed out he is not aware of any specific standards or setbacks.  City Attorney McCormick pointed out if the City by constructing a road or other project makes a house nonconforming that would count in the damage amount or the amount for right-of-way acquisition.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the project as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Baldwin absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 906.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

BUDGET – PROPOSED 2009-10 OPERATING AND CAPITAL BUDGET – PRESENTED – BUDGET DELIBERATION SESSIONS ANNOUNCED

City Manager Allen, addressing the Council from the podium, indicated as he has said each budget year it is his belief that the budget is the most important policy document the Council will consider all year long.  He stated this proposed budget involves about $700 million of resources, it is a very important document.  He stated in his 30 or so years experience in local government this is one of the most stressful budget years he has ever experienced.  We are in a very difficult economy.  He stated however prompt action and good financial planning early in the year and steps staff has taken during the year and continue to take has helped us set up a better situation.  He stated we wouldn’t be in this position if all of the staff had not fully cooperated and responded in a timely fashion.  He expressed appreciation for the professionalism and dedication of the financial staff, expressed appreciation to Interim Budget Director Joyce Munro and Chief Financial Officer Perry James and their staff for their assistance and dedication.  He pointed out Council members had received copies of the proposed operating and capital budgets and performance indicators.  He stated the introduction section is a very good summary of what is included in the budget and captures the high points of the budget.  He stated in the back part of the budget is a section on sustainability which chronicles the City’s work and accomplishments in this area.  
City Manager Allen presented a PowerPoint outlining FY10 budget highlights:

· Closes original $18 million to $22 million gap between General Fund revenues and expenditures

· Reduces recurring expenses and thereby impacts service deliveries

· Excludes major reductions in public safety funding

· Avoid employee layoffs

· Remains competitive

· Reduces General Fund Capital Improvement Program

· Maintains credit strength and financial integrity

City Manager Allen stated the budget includes no increase in property tax rate; no increase in solid waste fees; no increase in stormwater fees; no increase in privilege license fees.  He presented a chart outlining the property tax revenue that shows a projected 1% increase in FY10, 5.2% increase in sales tax revenue, 0.2% increase in general fund revenue. 

City Manager Allen stated the proposed budget eliminates 85 vacant General Fund positions, eliminates the 1.5% range adjustment; defers the 1/3 reclassification program; reduces merit pay range by 1%; increases employee dependent health care premiums by 7%, increases deductibles and increases co-insurance maximums.  City Manager Allen stated the proposed budget includes citywide reduction strategies to the tune of approximately $2.1 million by applying fuel consumption budgeting, delaying city vehicle replacement; restricts travel, training and registrations and reduces operational and maintenance supplies; reduces the per capita arts funding by .50 cents, human service funding by 10% and other agency appropriations by 10%.  He went over the total general fund operating budget savings of $15.1 million, touched on pay-go general capital projects.  The Public Utilities budget includes flat operating expense, 12% position vacancies, and extended time horizon for capital improvement programs.  He stated this budget does have potential exposures such as unknown future sales tax revenue; impact of employee reductions on service delivery; reduce capital improvement program; FY fund balance requirements; FY11 decline in property tax growth and North Carolina Legislative actions.  He presented pie charts showing the total budget revenue summaries versus expenditure summaries.  City Manager Allen pointed out the next step would be the public hearing which is scheduled for June 2, 2009, Council work sessions with the understanding the budget has to be adopted by July 1st. 
Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation for the presentation, and thanked the departments and staff for their work.  Mayor Meeker suggested that the Council schedule budget deliberations starting with Monday, June 1, at 4:00 p.m. and at 4:00 p.m. each Monday in June thereafter (8, 15, 22 and 29).  

Mr. Koopman asked about personnel reductions and asked if he could see a percentage by department.  

TEXT CHANGE – FRONT YARD PARKING FOR SINGLE-FAMILY DETACHED DWELLINGS – PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZED FOR JULY 21, 2009

On February 3, 2009, the City Council directed Administration to draft an ordinance on Front Yard Parking for Single Family Detached Dwellings based on Councilor Crowder’s proposal presented to the Budget and Economic Development Committee.  Additionally, the Council requested an opportunity to review the final draft prior to the public hearing.  See the draft ordinance and memo in the agenda packet for background.

Recommendation:  Authorize text change for public hearing on July 21, 2009, or Council direction otherwise is requested.
Planning Director Silver indicated he would be glad to present a synopsis of the proposal.  Mayor Meeker stated he thinks the Council is aware of what the proposal includes pointing out the only question he has relates to amortization.  He suggested that the proposal be changed to indicate if a person has too many hard surfaces, they would not have to remove it; it would become nonconforming but have a certain time to make sure there are enough hard surfaces.  It was pointed out the proposal as written indicates anyone with too much existing hard surface must remove it and there needs to be a time period to allow the people to tear it up.  It was pointed out there is a time period one year from the effective date of the ordinance.  Discussion took place with the Mayor suggesting that we eliminate the requirement that if there is too much paving that it must be removed.  He feels that it should be left and that would do away with the amortization requirement.  Planner Hallam pointed out existing situations can remain as long as it does not exceed the 40% with Mr. Crowder pointing out the 40% is already on the books.  It was pointed out some properties have more than 40% even though it is not in compliance with our present regulations.  Mr. Hallam talked about the fact that no zoning permit was required in the past but future situations will require a permit.  City Attorney McCormick pointed out some of the pavement may have been put in place before the 40% was in place.  He talked about investigation that would be needed to determine when pavement was installed.  Mr. Crowder pointed out we have GIS maps and we could look at this on a case by case basis as it relates to existing pavement.  He stated he is concerned about those with more than 40 percent in place.  The frequency of GIS map updates and how they could be utilized to look at situations on a case-by-case basis was talked about with the Mayor pointing out he feels we should just leave what is there now in place and that would avoid the costly and time consuming investigation and amortization issues.  After other discussion on what it would take to determine what is presently in place, etc., Mayor Meeker moved that we authorize the public hearing on the text change as presented with the elimination of the requirement that any pavement over 40% must be removed.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and put to a vote, which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Isley who voted in the negative, and Ms. Baldwin who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-1 vote.  
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION

MAYOR’S UNITY DAY REPORT – RECEIVED

On January 17, 2009, the Raleigh Human Relations Commission held it annual Mayor’s Unity Day Event, which was attended by 184 people.  This year’s theme was “The Many Faces of Human Relations.”   The objectives of this event were:

· Information Exchange, Discussion and Review of Human Relations topics between the Public, Community Leaders, Staff & Elected Officials

· Expected Attendance 150 - 200 People

· Discuss Employment, Housing, Gang Prevention, Immigration & Faith

· Motivate People to Take Action to Improve Relations Across the City

The Commission prepared a report and recommendations for the City Council’s review.  The report is in the agenda packet.
Recommendation:  Receive as information.  

Ricardo Perez presented a posture “Awakening in Our World.”  He stated Council members received a summary in their agenda packet of the event pointing out Congressman Bob Ethridge was present.  He pointed out 184 persons attended explaining they wish that more City employees and residents would participate.  He talked about the survey that was done which showed a wide variety of interest and concerns.  He stated they had five panel discussions and told of each of the discussions.  He talked about the survey and pointed out one of the questions was “do you think Raleigh is an inclusive community”.  He stated there was not a single indication of “strongly agree” in response to that question.   He stated many people talked about a longer event and others talked about a shorter event.  He talked about the youth empowerment initiative and the upcoming retreat of the Human Relations Commission.  He questioned if the Council wanted to see Mayor’s Unity Day in December or January with the Mayor pointing out either is fine and talked about the combination with the Martin Luther King events.  The comments and report was received.  
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE RALEIGH/WAKE ENDING HOMELESSNESS

RALEIGH/WAKE PARTNERSHIP TO END AND PREVENT HOMELESSNESS – REPORT RECEIVED; BUDGET NOTE REQUESTED
The new incoming Chairperson of the Board of Directors of the "Raleigh/Wake Partnership to End and Prevent Homelessness" - Becky Harrison with Progress Energy, (Replacing Jeffrey Billingsley with North State Bank) would like to give a brief status and update report.  The Partnership is providing leadership and direction to implementation efforts for the Raleigh City Council/Wake County Board of Commissioners approved "Raleigh/Wake 10-Year Plan to End & Prevent Homelessness".

Recommendation:  Receive the report and consider a vote of endorsement.

Becky Harrison, Leadership Council Chairperson, expressed appreciation to the Council for their support and the community’s continuing efforts to implement the 10-year Action Plan to End and Prevent Homelessness.  She went over the top priorities and initiatives to strengthen their long term program stability pointing out the top priority for 2009-2010 is affordable housing.  Their goal is to create and sustain mixed income neighborhoods that include housing available to persons at or below 40% AMI in all communities across Wake County.  She talked about the program initiatives including Faith Based Support Circle Program, Chamber of Commerce employment initiative, Project Homeless Connect and Veterans Stand; Chronic Homeless Housing and Employment Program; Triangle Community Foundation; Lets Get to Work; 24/7 Stabilization/Assessment/Referral; Community Medical Respite and SOAR.  She talked about the goal to build new and form stronger community partnerships through emerging organization structures leveraging Wake Continuum of Care which is a 501C3 status now doing business as Raleigh/Wake Partnership to End and Prevent Homelessness.  She talked about the leadership council transition to Board of Directors for the new partnership, continued participation from the City/Council, County Commissioners and Community Partnerships, continued focus on the 10-year plan, broadening of community participation and membership and coordinated common work programs and organizational coordination.  She talked about the merge of their group with the Wake Continuum of Care pointing out this merger keeps the approved organizational structure intact for program continuity, simply providing an administrative change for improved collaboration and resource use effectiveness.  She asked that the City continue its current level of budget appropriation, program over site, team support for program implementation, commission and city council liaison participation.  
Mayor Meeker questioned if the Support Circle Program is in the budget with the City Manager pointing out it is not currently budgeted.  Mr. West moved approval of the merger with the understanding there would be a budget note relating to the Support Circle Program.  His motion was seconded by Ms. McFarlane and put to a vote, which passed unanimously (Baldwin absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0. 

REQUEST AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

UNFIT BUILDING – 908 SOUTH BLOUNT STREET – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION
Peggy Smith pointed out she was at the meeting to request additional time to complete work at 908 South Blount Street.  She stated they need 90 days or more but hopefully they will get the work completed in a shorter time.  Inspections Director Strickland indicated they are ahead of the game as the City as not processed the case yet.  Once an ordinance is adopted, they will have 90 days to do the repairs.  He stated he would be glad to work with the property owners.  The item was referred to Administration.  

S-67-2002 – HAMMOND CENTER DEVELOPMENT – REIMBURSEMENT FOR STREAM AND WETLAND RESTORATION – CHARGES ELIGIBLE

Peter Cnossen, Engineer on behalf of Marjan, LTD was at the meeting pointing out as a part of the Hammon Center S-67-02 they were required to widen Hammond Road.  He stated the widening of Hammon Road is a reimbursable expense.  He stated he was at the meeting to confirm that the required stream and wetlands restorations along Hammond Road in the amount of $280,000 would be approved as a reimbursable expense.  
City Manager Allen pointed out this is unusual in that normally the reimbursement request comes after the work is completed. He pointed out staff recommends that special reimbursement for the stream impacts and wetland restoration be illegible for reimbursement but we do not wan to give them a blank check or guarantee a specific dollar figure.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the reimbursement for stream impacts and wetland restoration as being eligible expenses for reimbursement and direct the applicant to work with the City Manager on the dollar amount.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and put to a roll call vote, which resulted in all members in the affirmative (Ms. Baldwin absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
LONG LAKE HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION – STORMWATER ESCROW ACCOUNT REFUND REQUEST – REFERRED TO THE CITY MANAGER

Jennifer L. Burch, representing the Long Lake Homeowners Association, pointed out that HOA has been contributing to a stormwater escrow account and thus far have contributed some $420,950.  She pointed out as of November 2008, Ben Brown advised the Association that the City of Raleigh does not require this type payment based on the fact that stormwater best management practices serving Long Lake were required by NCDENRDWQ permitting therefore were not required to meet the City’s stormwater regulations in place at the time of development.  She stated she understands no other community has been required to pay into this escrow agreement and therefore they are requesting reimbursement.  
City Manager Allen pointed out the City administration feels that the developer may have paid part of the money in the escrow and we need to give the developer a chance to step forward and work this out between all parties involved.  Mayor Meeker questioned if the Homeowners’ Association has talked with the developer with Ms. Birch pointing out they had not, they wanted to talk with the City first.  Mayor Meeker suggested that the item be referred to the City Manager to work with the developer and the Homeowners Association to see if some resolution could be reached.  It was agreed to follow that course of action.  

CIVIL CITATION – 1109 SOUTH BLOUNT STREET – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA

Yosef and Lynne Hefetz had requested permission to appeal the civil citation and associated administrative fee relating to 1109 South Blount Street (docket number L20090202006).  No one was at the meeting therefore the item was removed with no action taken.

CIVIL PENALTIES – 212 HAYWOOD STREET – WAIVED – TIME EXTENDED

Sterling Goodwin, 945 Cross Link Road, was at the meeting to talk about the civil citation and penalties relating to 212 Haywood Street.  He stated he has taken down approximately 95% of the structure.  He left the front existing, put in a new foundation, front porch, etc.  He stated he does not know where the city’s orders stand he feels this is new construction.  Mayor Meeker questioned the amount of the penalties with Mr. Goodwin pointing out he does not know.  He considers all this new construction.  Inspections Director Strickland indicated this case started in February of 2007.  In June of 2008, the City Council adopted an ordinance for demolition with a 90-day effective date.  In October 2008, he was granted six month extension and six months has expired, civil penalties were issued as a result of the ordinance falling due.  There is a $1,000 penalty with $250 a day starting April 2nd.  Mr. Goodwin pointed out the house has a foundation in the back, brick front, etc.  He is trying to finish within 120 days or 6 months.  The house will add value to the area.  He explained problems he has had relating to financing, litigation, etc., but he will complete the work.  
Mayor Meeker stated given Mr. Goodwin’s tract record he is sure that he will get it done; therefore, he would move that the Council waive the penalties and extend the ordinance until the end of August 2009.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and put to a vote, which passed unanimously (Baldwin absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
UNFIT BUILDING – 1708/1710 POOLE ROAD – 60-DAY EXTENSION GRANTED

Janet Howard was at the meeting pointing out she has done quite a bit of work on the structure at 1708/1710 Poole Road and she believes Inspections Director Strickland can attest to that.  She stated she is about 60 percent complete with the work and most of what is remaining is cosmetic.  She stated this is the third extension and pointed out she feels they can complete the work within 30 to 60 days.

Inspections Director Strickland pointed out he has no problems with the extension as they are 50 to 60 percent complete.  Mr. West moved a 60-day extension be granted.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and put to a vote, which passed unanimously (Baldwin absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
UNFIT BUILDING – 920 EAST JONES STREET – 90-DAY EXTENSION GRANTED

Chris Pugh, 10 Chaney Road, Garner was at the meeting to ask for an extension related to repairs at 920 East Jones Street.  In response to questioning, Mr. Pugh pointed out he would like as much time as possible but feels 90 days would be good.  He stated they are in the process of doing a short sale and the entity they are working with is dealing with the mortgage company.  Inspections Director Strickland pointed out this property is on the agenda later on for adoption of an ordinance for repair or demolition.  He suggested that the Council go ahead when they get to that item and adopt the ordinance and that will give Mr. Pugh 90 days.  We could look at where they are at that point.  Mayor Meeker suggested that the Council follow that course of action.  
UNFIT BUILDING – 2613 FERNBROOK DRIVE – 30 DAY EXTENSION GRANTED

Joseph D. Lee was at the meeting to request an extension of time to complete repairs at 2613 Fernbrook Drive.  He promised that this would be the last extension he would request.  He stated he has totally renovated the house so that he can live in it.  He feels he will be complete within 30 days.

Inspections Director Strickland indicated at the last meeting he stated Mr. Lee held the record for number or extensions and today he has broken his own record.  He stated he has no problem with the 30-days.  Mr. Stephenson moved approval of a 30-day extension in order to complete the repairs at 2613 Fernbrook Drive.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and put to a vote, which passed unanimously (Baldwin absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
UNFIT BUILDING – 911 MARTIN STREET – REPAIRS COMPLETED

Butch Johnson representing Martin Street Baptist Church was at the meeting to request an extension of time to make repairs at 911 Martin Street.  He stated however, he does not need an extension as the work is completed.  He stated if you look at the original direction to the church, the church members have done about 90 percent more than they were required.  There is no more work to be done there are two documents that have to be turned in.  Inspections Director Strickland indicated he knew the work was about 95 percent complete and he thought there might have been some problems with one of the footings.  Mr. Jackson stated that has been completed.  He just has to turn in the paperwork.  The Council agreed for Mr. Jackson to work with Mr. Strickland to make sure all of the work has been completed.  Mr. West pointed out the church as been very diligently working on correcting all of the problems and doing everything that was being asked.
SUBDIVISION S-42-08 – REQUEST FOR RELIEF FROM REQUIREMENT FOR HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION; SUGGESTED CODE CHANGES – REFERRED TO THE CITY ATTORNEY

C. LaMarr Bunn representing DeMaeria Custom Homes, indicated he was at the meeting to suggest code changes to Section 10-3051(d) so as not to require all subdivisions that have shared stormwater devices to have homeowners association.  He pointed out as far as S-42-08 is concerned, it was one lot of 1.3 acres in Laurel Hills Subdivision.  That property was subdivided into two lots.  There was an approved storm water retention plan approved separately for each lot.  It was put into easements; however, because of Code Section 3051(d) they have to form a homeowners association.  He would like for his client to have a variance from the requirement, to form a homeowners association.  He stated they put separate stormwater devices in order to save the trees on the wooded lot.  He stated to require a homeowners associations for two lots in his opinion is unwarranted.  
City Attorney McCormick pointed out the City Council does have the authority to grant variances based on topography or various hardships.  He stated however, he feels we might be looking at a deeper issue and the Council may want to refer to committee the question to see if the topography causes a hard ship.  Whether this subdivision was approved by the Council or the Planning Commission and the appropriate body to grant a variance was talked about briefly after which it was suggested that the item be referred to the City Attorney to look at this particular project and the general request and report back to Council.  
SUSAN G. KOMEN RUN FOR THE CURE – GO PINK FOR THE CURE COMMITTEE – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

Betty Parker, 3100 White Dove Court, Raleigh, NC,  Nadine Barrett and Jean Allen representing the Go Pink for the Cure Committee pointed out during the Run for the Cure, which is scheduled for June 5 through 13, they expect some 25,000 people to be in Raleigh.  She pointed out since the last race we have lost several of the leaders including Kay Yow to breast cancer.  She pointed out many cities and countries around the world have gone pink to honor those we have lost to breast cancer and those currently fighting it. She gave examples such as the White House, California State Capital, London Royal Opera House, Niagara Falls, Sidney Opera House, etc.  She stated they would like to go pink for the cure to open on June 5 and close on June 13.  They are asking for a number of things such as pink ribbons along Fayetteville Street light post, programming the shimmer wall with pink lighting, have a projection unit in One Exchange Plaza to project their emblem onto the brick façade over the Big Easy, taping lines on Fayetteville Street pink similar to St. Patrick’s Day, pink drawings on the sidewalks in front of the Masonic Temple Building, which houses the Komen office, etc.  She stated they have worked with Carter Worthy, Chair of the DRA and expressed appreciation to her and Ellen Fragola of the DRA who have worked so hard.  They are working with Progress Energy, the Governor’s Staff pointing out she understands the Governor’s Mansion is going pink.  She stated they would like to see as many downtown buildings go pink including the city-owned buildings and talked about efforts they are making to make this a success.
City Manager Allen pointed out city staff has been working with Ms. Parker and he feels the shimmer wall can go pink.  Most of the other items have been allowed by the Council at one time or another and he feels staff could work with the group as long as it is at their expense.  The City can probably accommodate most of their wishes.  Mayor Meeker suggested authorizing the City Manager to work with the group.  Mr. Crowder moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West.  Mr. Crowder talked about other locations such as the Bell Tower, residents tying ribbons “around the old oak trees”, etc.  The motion as stated was put to a vote and passed unanimously (Baldwin absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

UNFIT BUILDINGS – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the adoption of an ordinance prohibiting occupancy of the unfit dwellings until repaired to comply with the requirements of the Housing Code and pursuant to the provisions of Section 10-6130 of the Code of the City of Raleigh.

	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NO.
	TIME LAPSE

	1600 Banbury Road (E)
	Gerald W. & Andrea U. Littleton
	0063907
	426 Days

	1512 Oakwood Avenue (C)
	David W. & Mabel S. Weaver
	0029276
	232 Days

	1713 Oakwood Avenue (C)
	Jonathan K. Mitchell 
	0038211
	160 Days

	1904 Oakwood Avenue (C)
	Fred Dunn, Heirs % Clementine Gant
	0019280
	308 Days

	604 Parnell Drive (C)
	Jonathan K. Mitchell
	0005432
	203 Days


Mayor Meeker pointed out 1600 Banbury Road should be withdrawn the repairs have been completed.  The Mayor opened the hearing on the other locations, no one asked to heard, thus the hearing was closed.
Mr. West moved adoption of an ordinance declaring the remaining locations unfit.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll all vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Baldwin absent and excused). The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 587.  
UNFIT BUILDINGS – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – ORDINANCES ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the adoption of an ordinance authorizing the demolition of the unfit buildings as listed below and pursuant to the provisions of Section 10-6131 of the Code of the City of Raleigh

	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NO.
	TIME LAPSE

	212 Bledsoe Avenue (C)
	Johnnie L. Smith
	0065229
	271 Days

	603 West Cabarrus Street (D)
	Cityscape Investment Group, LLC
	0018864
	165 Days

	508 South Saunders Street (D)
	Johnson & Hamill Properties, LLC
	0039494
	165 Days

	510 South Saunders Street (D)
	Cityspace Investment Group, LLC
	0022623
	165 Days

	512 South Saunders Street (D)
	Cityspace Investment Group, LLC
	0027879
	165 Days

	513 South Saunders Street (D)
	Saunders Street Brownstones, LLC
	0011065
	165 Days


Mayor Meeker opened the hearing.  

Mayor Meeker pointed out 603 West Cabarrus Street, 501 South Saunders Street, 508 S. Saunders Street, 510, 512, and 513 South Sounders Court had been suggested for a six-month extension during deliberations by the Budget & Economic Development Committee.

Albert Smith, representing 212 Bledsoe Avenue, pointed out he has been working with the Inspectors and the Community Development Department.  He had applied for grant money and they have agreed.  He stated however, he would like for the City to come in and demolish the house.  Mayor Meeker pointed out the City could demolish the house but it would become a lien against the land and advised Mr. Smith he could probably get it demolished cheaper.  The City’s demolition program was talked about with it being pointed out however this case had gone beyond the limit that the City’s demolition program.  Inspections Director Strickland pointed out the City would demolish the house we would put it out to bid and probably Mr. Smith could get it demolished at a lesser cost.  Mayor Meeker moved adoption of an ordinance declaring the property at 212 Bledsoe Avenue unfit.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Baldwin absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 588.  
No one else asked to be heard.  Mayor Meeker moved the adoption of an ordinance granting six months for the remaining items.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Baldwin absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 589.

UNFIT BUILDINGS – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This was a hearing to adopt an Ordinance authorizing the demolition of the unfit buildings as listed below and pursuant to the provisions of Section 10-6127(d) of the City Code if the repairs necessary to render the dwellings fit for human habitation are not completed within ninety (90) days.

	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NO.
	VACATED & CLOSED

	525 Haywood Street (C)
	Ronald Jenkins, Sr. & Cathey Jenkins
	0003964
	October 29, 2007

	920 East Jones Street (C)
	Teresa Rene Adams
	0030720
	March 4, 2008

	4303 Old Poole Road (C)
	TRED Holdings, LP
	0034888
	March 31, 2008

	1311 South Person Street (C)
	Kidd, LLC Dorothy P. Goodson, Registered Agent
	0025599
	February 5, 2008

	3015 Skycrest Drive (B)
	Randall E. & Cherette D. Roycroft
	0030425
	January 28, 2008


The Mayor opened the hearing.  A gentleman asked to be heard on 525 Haywood Street.  He pointed out he thought the work would be complete but had some vandalism to the HVAC system.  Inspections Director Strickland pointed out if the Ordinance is adopted it would give them 90 days.
No one else asked to be heard on any of the items, thus the hearing was closed.   Mr. Crowder moved adoption of an ordinance declaring the dwellings unfit.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Baldwin absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 590.

UNFIT BUILDING BOARDING CHARGES – 1813 MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. BOULEVARD – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider the adoption of a resolution confirming the charges for boarding of the Unfit Buildings as a lien against the property as listed below:

	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NO.
	COST OF DEMOLITION

	1813 Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard (C)
	Road Runner Investment Property, LLC
	0102272
	$941.00


The Mayor opened the hearing no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Crowder moved adoption of the resolution confirming charges.  His motion was seconded by Ms. McFarlane and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Baldwin absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  

UNFIT BUILDING DEMOLITION – 915 SOUTH STATE STREET – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the adoption of a resolution confirming the charges for demolition of the Unfit Buildings as a lien against the property as listed below:

	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NO.
	COST OF DEMOLITION

	915 South State Street (C)
	Laura H. Blue, et al

Josephine Grimes

%Margaret H. Herndon
	0078216
	$6,092.00


The Mayor opened the hearing no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Crowder moved adoption of a resolution confirming charges as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Baldwin absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 908.

PUBLIC NUISANCE COST CONFIRMATION – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the adoption of a resolution confirming the charges for the abatement of public nuisances as a lien against the property as listed below:

	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID
NO.
	ABATEMENT

	839 Barringer Drive (D)
	James J. & Sara A. Burns
	0119715
	$259.00

	2700 Barrington Drive (C)
	Crawford F. & Sherry L. Runion
	0056087
	$914.00

	813 Southgate Drive (C)
	Bernice H. Faison
	0275522
	$264.00

	904 Weston Street (C)
	Elizabeth Lausell & Carol Lilienfeld, ESQ
	0015889
	$452.00


The Mayor opened the hearing no one asked to be heard those the hearing was closed.  Mr. Crowder moved adoption of a resolution confirming charges as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Baldwin absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0.  See Resolution 909.
ANNEXATION – CITY OWNED PROPERTY – HEARING – ORDINANCE AND RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the annexation of City-owned property known as City of Raleigh Water Treatment Plant, tract C, a portion of lot 1 and intervening right-of-way and tract F and a portion of lot 1 and intervening right-of-way.  The hearing is pursuant to resolution of intent.  If following the hearing, the Council wishes to proceed, it would be appropriate to adopt a resolution annexing the property effective August 31, 2009, and a resolution placing the property in City Council electoral district A:
The Mayor opened the hearing no one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  
Mr. Crowder moved adoption of an ordinance annexing the properties effective August 31, 2009 and adoption of a resolution placing the property and City Council electoral District A.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Baldwin absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 591 and 592 and Resolution 910.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

COWPER DRIVE, STREAM RESTORATION/STABILIZATION – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN; ITEM RETAINED IN COMMITTEE
Chairperson Isley reported the Law and Public Safety Committee recommends that staff work with the neighbors’ consultants (S&EC) to bid out their suggested project and report its findings back to the committee for a cost comparison.  The Committee further recommends that staff approach NCDOT to discuss the possibility of using part of the funds allocated for the Cowper Drive Park stream restoration/stabilization to address the stream bank issue at the Pigeon House tributary at the intersection of Capital Boulevard and Wade Avenue.

This item will be retained in committee for further discussion.

On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Isley moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Baldwin absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

ROANOKE PARK – CONCERN – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

Chairperson Stephenson report the Public Works Committee recommends adopting the revised final draft of the Roanoke Park Toy Play Agreement, which may be utilized at any City Park, with the following change: 1) there is no direct linkage of donated toys to the donors; 2) the City accepts full liability for all approved donated toys; 3) allow multiple volunteers to sign the agreement; and 3) change the period for the inspection of toys from “bi-weekly” to “monthly”.  A copy of the agreement is in the agenda packet.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Stephenson moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Baldwin absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

TC-8-08 – STORMWATER MANAGEMENT REQUIREMENT – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

Chairperson Stephenson reported the Public Works Committee recommends upholding the Planning Commission’s recommendation for approval of TC-8-08 as outlined in Planning Commission Certified Recommendation #11238.  A copy of the proposed text change was in the agenda packet.  On behalf of the Committee, Chairperson Stephenson moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Baldwin absent and excused).  They Mayor ruled the motion adoption on a 7-0.  See Ordinance 593 TC 324.
REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

MAYOR’S COMMENTS – VARIOUS – RECEIVED
Mayor Meeker pointed out he advised the Council recently he had meetings with representatives of the Five Points area.  His talking about a Charrette to look at what could be done to improve the appearance, traffic, etc., in the area.  They plan to engage the CAC.  He stated he understands the Charrette will probably be in August or September.
Mayor Meeker pointed out he had signed an agreement with Progress Energy.  He also indicated he has a proposal in writing to AT&T to confirm our understanding with them, both of these issues relates to right-of-way encroachments, franchises, etc.  He stated if we can get a resolution to these things then the improvements to Falls of Neuse Road can move forward.  The comments were received.

ANNEXATION – BERKSHIRE DOWNS – DELAYED

Mayor Meeker pointed out he had provided Council members with a memorandum in May and pointed out Mr. West and Mr. Koopman had met with the folks in the Berkshire Downs area.  He stated there had been two requests for water and sewer and those have been withdrawn.  He pointed out he feels some of the problems could be resolved if the annexation is postponed.  He stated if we postpone the effective date of the annexation to the end of December, 2009 it would be January, 2011 before they have to pay tax.  He stated there would be the disadvantage of splitting the bills but he feels that might be best.  Mayor Meeker moved that the annexation of Berkshire Downs be postponed until December 31, 2009.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and put to a vote, which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Isley who voted in the negative, and Ms. Baldwin who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-1 vote.  See Ordinance 594 and Resolution 910.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING SUMMIT – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker pointed out the County is going forth in setting up an affordable housing summit.  He stated that may be followed by a short term task force and talked about which cities have agreed to participate thus far.  He stated he would keep the Council posted.  The fact that the item is in Budget & Economic Development Committee with Mr. West pointing out it would be good to know which towns will be participating was touched on.  Mayor Meeker pointed out it was discussed last night at a meeting and thus far, six towns have agreed.

PARKING DECK – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Koopman pointed out the lady who works at the Municipal Building Parking Deck is extremely friendly and helpful and commended her for a job well done.

NORTH CAROLINA THEATRE – SCHOOL SYSTEM PROGRAM – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Crowder pointed out he recently had the honor of presenting the outstanding awards relating to the North Carolina Theatre Program, which includes the school systems.  He stated it was a fabulous event right there in line with the Tonys.  He pointed out he understands that Wake County was not heavily involved this year and that is a shame because it is a wonderful program.  The comments were received.

TRIANGLE J COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS – MR. CROWDER’S PARTICIPATION – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Crowder pointed out he was recently named First Vice-Chair of the Triangle J Council of Government.  He questioned if he needs to recuse himself during discussions on the budget and other issues relating to the Triangle J.  City Attorney McCormick indicated he doesn’t feel the Triangle J would be covered by the City’s resolution relating to participation of Council members and talked about the difference in that and the Hillsborough Street BID group.  The Comments were received.  

APPOINTMENTS
TRANSIT AUTHORITY – NO ACTION TAKEN

It was pointed out during the May 5, 2009 Council Meeting Les Seitz, Alternate Member, was elevated to a regular member therefore there is one vacancy for an alternate slot.  There were no nominations.  The item will be carried over to the next meeting.
NOMINATIONS

RALEIGH HISTORIC DISTRICTS COMMISSION – REAPPOINTMENTS MADE; THREE VACANCIES REMAINING

The following terms expire June 30, 2009:  Danny Coleman, John Hinshaw, Ester Hall, Curtis Kasefang (Oakwood), Edna Rich Ballentine, Nick Fountain, Barbara Wishy (Oakwood), Marni Vinton.

Mr. Coleman and Mr. Hinshaw are not eligible for reappointment and Ms. Ballentine does not wish to be considered for reappointment.

Ms. Hall, Mr. Kasefang, Mr. Fountain, Ms. Wishy and Ms. Vinton are eligible for reappointment, have good attendance records and would like to be considered for reappointment.  Information is in the agenda packet on attendance and recommendations for consideration.

Mr. West pointed out he had talked with the Chairperson of the Historic Districts Commission and had looked at the recommendations that group had made.  Mr. West stated based on his conversations with the Chairperson, he would nominate Attorney Anita Pearson and Jannette Coleridge-Taylor.  Mr. Crowder nominated Fred Bellidian and Matthew Brown.  Mayor Meeker moved reappointment of the five who are eligible for reappointment – Ms. Hall, Mr. Kasefang, Mr. Fountain, Ms. Wishy and Ms. Vinton.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and put to a vote, which passed unanimously (Baldwin absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF CITY ATTORNEY

ABC AUDIT – INFORMATION RECEIVED

City Attorney McCormick indicated at the January 6, 2009 meeting, the Raleigh City Council voted to request audits pursuant to G.S. 18B-309 of the ABC Permit holders in the Garner Road, South Park and College Park Idlewild Redevelopment areas.  He stated he received a response that indicated audits were made at AJ’s Grill and Subs and H&K Convenient Stores.  The others were not audited because of difficulties such as no evidence provided of notification of requirements, permits were issued during 2008 so an annual audit could not be conducted or the permits had been canceled.  The comments were received.

COLLECTIBLES AND ANTIQUES – CONVENTION CENTER – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

City Attorney McCormick indicated he had been contacted by the staff at the Convention Center who had pointed out some of the shows they hope to have in the future involved collectibles and antiques and things that are technically prohibited by City ordinance and the Convention Center.  He stated he had prepared a short ordinance, which would allow the police department to allow these type collectibles or antiques in the various shows, sales, etc.  Ms. McFarlane moved approval of the ordinance of as presented.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Baldwin absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 595.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK

MINUTES – APPROVED AS PRESENTED

Council members received in their agenda packet copies of the minutes of the May 5, 2009 Zoning hearing and Council meeting.  Mayor Meeker moved approval as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Baldwin absent and excused).  They Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

CLOSED SESSION

CLOSED SESSION – HELD

Mayor Meeker stated a motion is in order to enter closed session pursuant to NCGS143-318.11(a)(3)(5) to consult with the City Attorney and give direction to him regarding the following matters:  A workmen’s compensation matter.  Mr. Crowder moved adoption of the motion as read.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Baldwin absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote and the Council went into closed session at 3:20 p.m.
The Council reconvened in open session at 3:20 p.m.  The Mayor announced that the City Council advised the City Attorney on a workmen’s compensation matter.

Adjournment:  There being no further business, Mayor Meeker announced the meeting adjourned at 3:21 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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