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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in special session at 4:00 p.m. on Monday, August 3, 2009, in Room 304, Raleigh Convention Center, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.




Mayor Charles C. Meeker



Mayor Pro Tem James P. West




Councilor Mary-Ann Baldwin




Councilor Thomas G. Crowder




Councilor Philip R. Isley



Councilor Rodger Koopman (arrived late)



Councilor Nancy McFarlane




Councilor Russ Stephenson

Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order indicating the purpose of the meeting is to begin the review of the proposed draft of the City’s Comprehensive Plan update.  
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 2030 – INFORMATION RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker pointed out this is the first of the meetings for the City Council to review the proposed draft of the City’s Comprehensive Plan Update.  He stated this is the first of five scheduled meetings.  He pointed out staff will make presentations, there are no questions that are too simple and explained several Council members have been following this very closely.

Planning Director Mitchell Silver indicated the goal is to have the best Comprehensive Plan in the United States.  He explained the process that has been used, public input process, involvement of all departments, vetting through neighborhood meetings, Planning Commission, etc.  He pointed out staff has responded to every public comment explaining there were over 1,400 comments.  Check points were established throughout the process to make sure that the staff was going in the right direction.  He pointed out the goals, processes, etc., have been shared with the Council throughout the process, talked about the process that has been used, number of changes that were made based on comments received and changes that were not made.  He stated the majority of the public supports the plan.  He talked about the Planning Commission’s review and the over 175 comments they reviewed and talked about the citizens input process.  He also gave a brief overview of what staff hopes to accomplish at this meeting.

Jane Dembner, AICP, HNTB Fellow and Associate Vice President talked about Comprehensive Plan best practices throughout the country.  She talked about what makes a good plan, the published guides relating to best practices and when it is determined a good plan has been developed.
Councilor Koopman arrived at the meeting at 4:18 p.m.
Ms. Dembner talked about the elements of what makes a good plan and best practices in Raleigh, what others are doing and the hope that Raleigh’s plan will become a model.

Planning Director Silver talked about the legal basis for comprehensive plans, purposes of zoning, conditional use zoning, transportation plans, city charter and ordinances and the legal basis in general.  He talked about the proposed plan being clearer and at the same time being more flexible.  He talked about changes in the General Statutes which have taken place since our current plan was adopted.

Assistant Planning Director Ken Bowers gave an overview of the Comprehensive Plan structure and comments, touching on the contents of the plan, features of the new plan, city wide elements pointing out which are new, policies and actions, growth framework map, the various centers, corridors, and future land use map.  He touched on the land use categories, the top issues, future land use map, role of the future land use map, transitions, green print map, policy and environmental sensitive development relationship to future land use map, relationship to growth framework map and touched on the summary of the Planning Commission recommendations and explained the Planning Commission’s actions, post deadline and public hearing comments, amendments, downtown transition, edge areas and ancillary retail.  

Points of discussion or comments from Council related to key steps that are needed by the Council as it relates to following or implementing the Comprehensive Plan, how long it will take to get the plan implemented, bridges between the present and proposed plan, need for predictable development processes, treatment of corridors and whether looking at the corridor plan would enable the Council to adjust land use to protect the corridors, concern about striping out the corridors, need for friendly transit along the corridors, protection of gateways, driving or guiding of densities, possible strengthening of statements about the land use plan.  Mr. Crowder expressed concerns as to whether West Raleigh is treated properly as a growth area, treatment of highly sensitive environmental areas within growth areas, and whether the level of this planning effort gets as specific as some feel it should.  
Mr. West talked about Southeast Raleigh and whether the plan shows proper growth opportunities and perceptions about the area.  The purpose of a comprehensive plan was talked about.  
Mr. Koopman had questions as to our natural resources, air, water, etc., and if there is a point our natural resources, will not support human growth proposal with it being pointed out that our model show the capacity is there for the next twenty to thirty years.
Comments about strengthening policy statements about the TOD and the fact that there are no entitlements was talked about.  Mr. Crowder stated he feels we should have something that indicates that the Growth Framework map is not to be used as rationale for zoning.  He talked about need for transitional zoning and again expressed the fear that future land use maps will be fuel for rezoning, the use for O&I for transitional, the doing away with entitlements and unresolved issues was touched on.  Planning Director Silver indicated the unresolved issues relate to the Buffalo Road Corridor, Triangle Town Center area and Hillsborough Street.  The private open space issues will be discussed by the Planning Commission at their August 4 meeting.

Mayor Meeker asked the Planning Director to give the Council members a short memo on the unresolved issues which have been mentioned.  Mr. Crowder expressed concern that people do not know how their questions were addressed with it being pointed out all of the information is on the website.  Mr. Crowder expressed concern about people not having an opportunity or time to address the issues and also ask about how many different people entered comments.  
Adjournment.  Mayor Meeker announced the meeting adjourned at 6:35 p.m. pointing out the next meeting is scheduled for 6:30 p.m. on August 10, at the Eastgate Neighborhood Center, 4200 Quail Hollow Drive.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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