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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 18, 2010, in the City Council Chamber of the Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.




Mayor Charles C. Meeker, presiding




Mayor Pro-Tem James P. West




Councilor Mary-Ann Baldwin




Councilor Thomas G. Crowder




Councilor Bonner Gaylord




Councilor Nancy McFarlane




Councilor John Odom




Councilor Russ Stephenson

Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Pastor Vernon Hedge, Crossroads Fellowship.  The Pledge of Allegiance was lead by Mayor Pro Tem James P. West. The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS

SISTER CITY – XIANGFAN – DELEGATION RECOGNIZED
Mayor Meeker reported earlier today the papers were signed between the delegation from Xiangfan, China and representatives of the Raleigh Sister City Association recognizing the newest affiliation.  He recognized the delegation and welcomed them to our city.

CERTIFICATE OF APPOINTMENT – PRESENTATION MADE

Mayor Meeker explained the Certificate of Appointment presentation and presented a Certificate to Sheila Jones who was recently appointed to the Human Relations Commission.
PROCLAMATION – YOUTH GANG AWARENESS AND PREVENTION MONTH - PROCLAIMED
Mayor Meeker read a proclamation proclaiming May as Youth Gang Awareness and Prevention Month.  The proclamation was accepted by Sheniekia Weeks of the Wake County Gang Prevention Partnership approximately six persons representing the partnership stood.
PROCLAMATION – MOTORCYCLE SAFETY AND AWARENESS MONTH – PROCLAIMED

Mayor Meeker read a proclamation proclaiming May as Motorcycle Awareness Month in the City of Raleigh.  The proclamation was accepted by Jean Dasnoit, President of Concern Bikers of Raleigh.  In accepting the proclamation, Ms. Dasnoit talked about their commitment to increasing the safe operations of motorcycles by promoting rider safety education programs and urging motorists of the City of Raleigh to look twice and save a life.
PERSONNEL – JESSIE PERISH – RECOGNIZED

Mayor Meeker stated this is a first for him and introduced Jessie Parrish who in June will complete his 50th year as a City of Raleigh employee.  Mayor Meeker indicated Mr. Parrish was hired in May, 1960.  Mayor Meeker commended Mr. Parrish asking him the secret with health and longevity with the City and presented him with a plaque.  Mr. Parrish, in accepting the plague” expressed appreciation pointing out he has never regretted coming to work for the City of Raleigh as Raleigh is a good employer.
Mr. Parrish received a standing ovation.

MAYOR MEEKER – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to the City Council and all who attended the Dempsey E. Benton Water Treatment Plant dedication.  He stated it was quite a milestone for the City of Raleigh as it provides a second supply of Raleigh and is the third Water Treatment Plant in the history of the City.  He expressed appreciation to members of the Public Utilities Department who have worked long and hard to bring about the project.
Mayor Meeker commented on the ground breaking for the Contemporary Art Museum and talked briefly about the work it took to bring the art museum about and spoke to funding provided by the city and tax credits.

Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to all who worked so hard for another successful Artsplosure.  He stated it was the largest ever talked about the number of vendor’s events and attendees.  He commended all for a job well job.

CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Meeker presented the consent agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion.  If a Councilor requests discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the consent agenda and considered separately.  He stated the vote on the Consent Agenda will be a roll call vote.  Mayor Meeker indicated there is one item to be added CAMPO – Lower Neuse River Municipal Agreement relative to funds.  Mayor Meeker stated he had received a request from Ms. McFarlane to withdraw the item relating to North Carolina Water Quality Association membership and he had requested that the temporary street closing for the 700 block of McCullough Street be withdrawn to the consent agenda.  Without objection the item was added to the Consent Agenda and the two items withdrawn.  Ms. Baldwin moved Administration’s recommendations on the remaining items on the consent agenda be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  The items on the consent agenda were as follows.
TRANSIT – AUTHORIZING RESOLUTION WITH NCDOT FOR PRE/POST FLEET INSPECTION

It is recommended that the authorizing resolution with the North Carolina Department of Transportation be approved for a pre and post fleet inspection project.  This resolution indicates the City of Raleigh will provide a portion of 10% of the total project cost.  The total project cost is $177,000.  The City’s share is $6,600 and available in 525-2210-790010-975-CIP02-84200000.
Recommendation:  Approve the Authorizing Resolution between the City of Raleigh and the State of North Carolina.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/West – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 156.  

ANNEXATION – 6616 PLEASANT PINE DRIVE AND INTERVENING RIGHT-OF-WAY – REFERRED TO CITY CLERK TO CHECK SUFFICIENCY AND SCHEDULE HEARING

The agenda presented the following petition for annexation:

	Area Name Contiguous
	Petitioner
	Acres
	Proposed Use

	6616 Pleasant Pines Drive and intervening R-O-W
	Duncan B. Ray, Raleigh Land Company, LLC
	3.73
	Residential


Recommendation:  That this annexation petition be acknowledged and that Council request the City Clerk to check its sufficiency pursuant to State statutes, and if found sufficient advertise for public hearing on Tuesday, June 15, 2010.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/West – 8 ayes.
PARADE – BRIER CREEK SWIM AND TENNIS CLUB VICINITY – APPROVED

Ellen Calle, representing the Brier Creek Country Club Homeowners Association, requests to hold a parade on Saturday, July 3, 2010, from 9:00 a.m. until 10:00 a.m.

Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/West – 8 ayes.

STREET CLOSINGS – VARIOUS – APPROVED

The agenda presented the following requests for temporary street closings.  

600 Block of Tucker Street
Beth Jarvis, representing Spare Some for Autism, requests a street closure on Saturday, June 5, 2010, from 2:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. for an outdoor entertainment event.

She also requests a waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and a waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.

100 Block of Fayetteville Street

Ben Vogel, representing Issac Hunter’s Tavern, requests a street closure on Saturday, June 12, 2010, from 10:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. for a Corn Hole Tournament.
He also requests a waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and a waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.

100 Block of South State Street

Kimberly Moore, representing Trinity United Faith Center Church, requests a street closure on Saturday, June 19, 2010, from 9:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. for a community outreach day.

100 Block of East Cabarrus Street

Pat Dickenson, representing the Lincoln Theatre, requests a street closure on Saturday, June 19, 2010, from 7:00 a.m. until 2:00 a.m. for an outdoor musical festival.
He also requests a waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and a waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.

00 Block of Edenton Street

Lynn Cross, representing the Museum of Natural Sciences, requests to encumber two parking spaces from Monday, June 14, 2010, through Monday, July 12, 2010, from 8:45 a.m. until 4:15 p.m. for a safe drop off area for children.
She is also requesting a waiver of any parking fees associated with the encumbrance.
500 Block of South Harrington Street

Dave Hart, representing HH Architecture, requests a street closure on Thursday, July1, 2010, from 8:00 a.m. until 10:00 p.m. for a company celebration.

He also requests a waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and a waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions on reports included in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/West – 8 ayes.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN – SIX MONTH UPDATES – PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZED FOR JULY 20, 2010

This six month update is requested to process two types of amendments: citizen-requested Future Land Use Map amendments submitted prior to Plan adoption but after the Planning Commission stopped considering new comments on the Future Land Use Map; and several clean-up amendments proposed by staff after several months of working with and applying the new Plan.
Recommendation:  That the set of amendments to the Comprehensive Plan be scheduled for public hearing on the evening of Tuesday, July 20, 2010, joint City Council/Planning Commission hearing.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/West – 8 ayes.

KABOOM PLAYGROUND GRANT/SOUTHGATE NEIGHBORHOOD PARK – MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE DOCUMENTS
The City of Raleigh has received three KaBOOM! playground grants to date to replace outdated playground equipment.  The City recently received notice from KaBOOM! that grant funding (estimated at approximately $30,000) may be available to replace the playground at Southgate Neighborhood Park, located in Southeast Raleigh.  This grant would enhance Southgate’s summer camp program and foster community cohesion and ownership within the nearby neighborhood. KaBOOM! requires the City to put up $7,500 toward the cost of the playground equipment plus various support elements for the community focused volunteer build day.  The City’s portion is available in CIP bond funding.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the required document for the KaBOOM! playground build project at Southgate Neighborhood Park including the KaBOOM! Community Partner Agreement, if the City of Raleigh is selected for project.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/West – 8 ayes.
REDHAT SUPPORT CONTRACT RENEWAL – MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE

In May 2007, the City moved to a standard RedHat Enterprise Linux operating system to support critical systems such as ERP, GIS and the Web Portal.  Each year, the City pays an annual software support subscription for system updates and technical support.  The total subscription amount for the May, 2010 to May, 2011 period is $173,262.25.  Funding is available in the IT FY10 operating budget.
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute a contract amendment with RedHat for annual Linux operating system software support in the amount of $173,262.25.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/West – 8 ayes.
WATER QUALITY STUDY – CONTRACT AMENDMENT #1/CAMP DRESSER AND MCKEE – APPROVED

The City currently has an agreement with Camp Dresser and McKee (CDM) Engineering for a water quality study.  Contract Amendment #1, in the amount of $248,000, is for additional engineering services including a study and recommendations for corrosion control treatment strategies for the new D.E. Benton Water Treatment Plant to refine the mandated water quality parameter ranges for cost savings with effective water system corrosion control treatment.  The amendment also includes design and implementation of a uniform directional flow (UDF) flushing program for the Wendell area to address water quality issues related to turbid water complaints.

Recommendation:  Approve Amendment #1 with Camp Dresser and McKee (CDM) Engineering (transfer to be handled administratively).  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/West – 8 ayes.

FALLS OF NEUSE ROAD REALIGNMENT AND WIDENING PROJECT – MUNICIPAL AGREEMENT U-4901 A AND B – APPROVED – BUDGET AMENDED

The City has been awarded additional 2010 federal Surface Transportation Program/Direct Attributable (STP-DA) funds for the Falls of Neuse Road Realignment and Widening project.  The North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) has amended an existing municipal agreement to widen the existing roadway from Raven Ridge Road to Fonville Road and construct New Falls of Neuse Road on new alignment from Fonville Road to existing New Falls of Neuse Road in Wakefield as a four-lane median-divided roadway with curb, gutter and sidewalks on both sides throughout.  Under the terms of this amendment, NCDOT would reimburse the City an additional $2,300,000, bringing the total reimbursable amount to $12,700,000 in STP-DA funds.  The City’s match would be $575,000, bringing the City total to $3,175,000.  Funding was made available for the City’s share through the 2005 Road Bond and is available in 531-2210-790010-975-CIP02-94550000.  A copy of the proposed amendment is the agenda packet.

The City Attorney has reviewed the proposed amendment.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the amendment with NCDOT and approve budget amendments.  

Revenue Account:

525-2210-513180-000-CIP02-94550000
                                                             $2,300,000

                                   Falls of Neuse Road - Municipal Grant
Expense Account:

525-2210-790010-975-CIP02-94550000
                                                             $2,300,000
                                   Falls of Neuse Road - Capital Reserve
Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/West – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 735 TF 137.
TRAFFIC SIGNAL AGREEMENT SCHEDULE C – MUNICIPAL MAINTENANCE – CITY MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE

The City has multiple Municipal Agreements with the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) for maintaining traffic controls including one for the State system traffic signals.  This agreement has expired and NCDOT has submitted a new agreement revising the existing reimbursement fee schedule.  This new agreement will be for FY10 with a yearly extension for up to five years.  A copy of the proposed agreement was in the agenda packet.

The City Attorney has reviewed the proposed agreement.

Recommendation:  Approve execution of the municipal agreement by the City Manager.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/West – 8 ayes.

PERSONNEL – FINANCE POSITION RECLASSIFICATION – APPROVED

Evolving organizational needs associated with CC&B Utility Billing processes make it necessary to change the duties of the Staff Assistant (Position 5623, Code 0434, Pay Grade 34) to an Accountant/Auditor I (Position 5623, Code 0165, Pay Grade 34).  The Accountant/Auditor I will perform accounting duties related to CC&B billing, accounts receivable, and general ledger accounting.  This is a change in reclassification within the same pay grade and thus has no budget impact.
Recommendation:  Approve reclassification.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/West – 8 ayes.  
PERSONNEL – PUBLIC UTILITIES DEPARTMENT – RECLASSIFICATION APPROVED
The Water Conservation Advisory Committee recommended in their report to City Council on April 21, 2009, that a Public Information Manager position be created within the Public Utilities Department to help communicate the water conservation message to the media and the utility customers.

Because of increased media attention during the 2007/2008 drought, it became necessary to dedicate significant amounts of staff time to interacting with the media and providing accurate information to them.  Not only is it necessary that staff possess adequate public relations skills, but it is also crucial that staff have a clear and full understanding of the technical issues pertaining to water supply.  Furthermore, because of the ever increasing number of critical utility projects underway and scheduled for construction, it is clear that a department Public Information Manager could provide a much needed connection with the public and local media.  Projects such as the construction of a new water treatment plant, development of a new drinking water reservoir, expansion of the reclaimed water system, odor control upgrades for pump stations, nutrient removal, an advanced Bio-Solids program, and switching to monthly billing and tiered water rates are all complex and important issues that require specific technical expertise to explain properly.  Similar to the City’s Police Department PIO, this proposed position would be a direct liaison between the Utilities Department and the public.  The position would also be responsible for maintaining and updating the Public Utilities Department information on the City web page to help communicate all Public Utilities information to the public.

The Public Utilities Department currently has a vacant Water Meter Mechanic position, pay grade 26 in the Meters Division.  Public Utilities desires to reclassify the position to a Public Information Manager position, pay grade 37.  Funds are currently available in the divisional salaries account for the remainder of the current fiscal year.  The Personnel Department has reviewed the request and concurs with the reclassification of the position.

Recommendation:  Approve the position reclassification.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/West – 8 ayes.

STC-02-2010 – FALLS OF NEUSE ROAD/FONVILLE ROAD/LOWERY FARM LANE – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

Sylvester Percival of the City of Raleigh Department of Public Works is petitioning to close portions of the right-of-way known as Falls of Neuse Road, Fonville Road, and Lowery Farm Lane in the vicinity of the Falls of Neuse Road, Fonville Road, and Lowry Farm Lane intersections.  The petition was submitted as part of the Falls of Neuse Road realignment project.

Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution authorizing a public hearing to be held on Tuesday, June 15, 2010.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/West – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 157.

BUDGET AMENDMENTS – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented the following recommended budget amendments:

Administrative Services - $6,150 – to accept funds from local area businesses to support the Environmental Awards Program.

Finance - $21,830.40 - To appropriate funds for a second finding of franchise tax revenues through an audit by Robert Segal CPA PA. This audit was performed under a previously authorized contingency fee arrangement where the contractor receives 15% of revenues realized. Additional revenues in the amount of $145,536 were received on December 15, 2009, as part of the quarterly franchise tax distribution from NC Department of Revenue.  The amount appropriated represents the contractor’s share.

Fire Department – $6,260 – To accept insurance proceeds for accident repairs to Fire Rescue 1.

Parks and Recreation - $5,640 – To accept funds from sale of recycled metal frame of the greenhouse at Marsh Creek Maintenance facility.

Parks and Recreation - $7,450 – To accept donation from Methodist Children’s Home, Lee Hansley, Galip Tomac and Ahmed Akten for park site amenities.

Police Department - $127,471 - Funds are needed from the Police-Asset Forfeiture fund balance reserve (100-0000-400010-40014) to provide specialty equipment for five new SEU team members and to purchase two canines.  Funds are also needed from the Police-Asset Forfeiture fund balance reserve for lease support (100-0000-400010-40020) for costs (first year of 3-year lease) associated with covert vehicles for drugs and vice personnel.  The Department requests an appropriation of $127,471 from these Police-Asset Forfeiture reserves for these purposes. Per the U.S. Department of Justice’s Asset Forfeiture and Money Laundering Section, it is permissible to use these funds for this purpose so long as the use of federal asset forfeiture funds does not supplant the Police Department’s regular budget.

The agenda outlined the accounts involved and the reasons for the recommended budget amendments.
Recommendation:  Approval of budget amendments as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/West – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 735 TF 137.

CONDEMNATION – LOWER NEUSE RIVER GREENWAY – RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED

Efforts have been unsuccessful to obtain needed easements relating to the Lower Neuse River Greenway in the following locations.
Name:

Robert F. Bozart, Trustee

Location:
5625 New Bern Avenue

Name:

Waymond & Betty J. Goodson



Chester P. Goodson and Patricia A. Goodson



Armadia G. Cobb and Harold James Cobb, Jr.



Marjorie Goodson Powell



Marion Goodson, Jr. and Mildred H. Goodson

Location:
0 Neusehill Lane

Name:

James E. Hinton

Location:
2432 Neusehill Lane

Recommendation:  Adoption of Resolutions of condemnation.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/West – 8 ayes.  See Resolutions 158, 159 and 160.
CONDEMNATION – UPPER POPLAR CREEK SANITARY SEWER MAIN EXTENSION – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Efforts have been unsuccessful to obtain needed easements for the Upper Poplar Creek Sanitary Sewer Main Extension as it relates to T G Adams & Sons, Inc. at 8709 Poole Road.

Recommendation:  Adoption of Resolution Condemnation.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/West – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 161.

CONDEMNATION – WENDELL BOULEVARD SANITARY SEWER MAIN EXTENSION – RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED

Efforts have been unsuccessful to obtain easements as it relates to the Wendell Boulevard Sanitary Sewer Main Extension the cases involving Frank D. Sargent at 2271 and 2301 Wendell Boulevard and William Thornton at 1000 and 1001 Picayune Lane.

Recommendation:  Adoption of Resolutions of Condemnation.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/West – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 162 and 163.

REIMBURSEMENT CONTRACT – THOROUGHFARE FACILITY FEE – APPROVED

The agenda presented the following thoroughfare facility fee reimbursement contract.
2010 #02 Thoroughfare Facility Fee

APMW, LLC/

South 4101 Jones Sausage Road/

Priority 1 Project

Total Reimbursement $3,687.62

Recommendation:  Approve contract.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/West – 8 ayes.
TRANSFERS – VARIOUS – APPROVED
The agenda presented a transfer in Development Services in the amount of $500,000 and a transfer in Public Works Street Maintenance in the amount of $60,000.  The agenda outlined the Code Accounts involved and the reasons for the recommended transfer.  The City Clerk pointed out there is a typo in the “Transferred To” account that relates to Development Services.  The “Transfer To” account number should read “501-1062-875010-101-CIPO6-92150000.”

Recommendation:  Approval of the transfers as corrected.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/West – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 735 TF 137.

PW2010-2 – RESURFACING STREETS – BID AWARDED TO GELDER AND ASSOCIATES – FUNDS TRANSFERRED – AUTHORIZED
Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, bids were received and publicly opened on April 21, 2010, for the Resurfacing Program, PW 2010-2 with Gelder and Associates, Inc. submitting the low bid of $ 2,022,093.87.  The MWBE participation is 19.4%.  Funding in the amount of $1,550,015 is available in 531-2210-790010-975-CIP02-83800000 and will be transferred administratively.  Transfers are listed below for the remaining balance.

Recommendation:  Approve and authorize the City Manager to execute the contract with the low bidder, Gelder and Associates, Inc., in the amount of $ 2,022,093.87 and appropriate budget transfers.

Transferred From:

525-2210-790010-975-CIP02-83800000

$457,759

                                      Annual Resurfacing Reserve

515-2210-790010-975-CIP02-80020000

    14,320
                                      ADA Curb



$472,079

Transferred To:

525-2210-792020-975-CIP02-83800000

$472,079

                                      Annual Resurfacing Contract

Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/West – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 735 TF 137.
MUNICIPAL AGREEMENT – LOWER NEUSE RIVER PROJECT – AUTHORIZED
The Capital Area Metropolitian Planning Organization recently advised the City that it had become eligible to receive FFY 2010 STP-DA funds for the Lower Neuse River Project, the section extending from Anderson Point Park north to the right of way to the future Skycrest Avenue.  Council members received info in their agenda packet explaining the proposal and funding available.

Recommendation: Authorize the Manager to execute the Municipal Agreement.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/West – 8 ayes. 
END OF CONSENT AGENDA

NORTH CAROLINA WATER QUALITY ASSOCIATION – EXECUTION OF MEMBERSHIP DOCUMENTS AUTHORIZED; DEDICATES APPOINTED

In response to recent and unprecedented new regulatory activity that is occurring at both the State and Federal level, the City of Greensboro and the City of Charlotte initiated discussions with a number of Statewide wastewater service providers, including the City of Raleigh, to evaluate the possibility of developing an advocacy organization designed to specifically ensure that North Carolina’s water quality programs were based upon sound science and regulatory policies.  The result was the formation of the North Carolina Water Quality Association.  The goals and activities of this Association are in keeping with existing City policies and procedures; many of the regulatory evaluation activities currently performed by City staff can be supplemented or otherwise supported by this new organization, allowing for some re-capture of labor potential that is now engaged in regulatory evaluation.  Membership in this organization will compliment the City’s membership in professional development organizations that are currently limited by law to the scope, amount and type of advocacy.  Membership dues in this organization are based in part on permitted wastewater flow and are expected to be approximately $27,000 per year.  Funds are available for this activity from those accounts reserved for professional development and advocacy membership within the Public Utilities operational fund.

Recommendation:  Authorize City membership within the North Carolina Water Quality Association and authorize the City Manager to execute final membership documents.  Appoint John Robert Carman, Public Utilities Director as primary delegate and Dan McLawhorn, Associate City Attorney as alternative delegate for the City.
Ms. McFarlane stated she had requested this item be removed from the Consent Agenda questioning exactly what the group is, whether they are professional lobby group or exactly the purpose of the group.  City Manager Allen pointed out it is a group formed to evaluate and ensure that North Carolina Water Quality Programs are based upon sound science and regulatory policies.  He stated it is basically municipal waste water treatment plant owners/operators.  
Public Utilities Director Carmen explained the proposal pointing out it is an effort to ensure uniformity in rules and regulations.  Mr. Stephenson questioned if the group will be developing a formal advocacy agenda with the City Manager and the Public Utilities Director pointing out any group that speaks on behalf of the City of Raleigh must obtain the Council’s blessings on positions or recommendations.  Public Utilities Director Carmen pointed out that is critical any policy proposals, changes, would be brought to the City Council for concurrence, etc.  He stated this is an effort to try to get some consistency.  He again stated any thing that would be a legislative act or change would come to the City Council.  City Manager Allen pointed out that is a city policy.  Ms. McFarlane moved approval.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
STREET CLOSING – 700 BLOCK OF MCCULLOCH STREET – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

The agenda presented the following request for a temporary street closing. 

Anne McLaurin, representing Boylan Heights neighborhood, requests a street closure on Monday, May 31, 2010, from 5:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. for a graduation celebration.

Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions on the report in the agenda packet.

Mayor Meeker stated he had asked that this be withdrawn from the consent agenda as the petitioner is his wife; therefore, he asked to be excused from participation and so moved.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted, left the table and turned the meeting over to Mayor Pro Tem.

Ms. McFarlane moved approval of the request subject to the conditions as outlined in the agenda packet.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mayor Meeker who was excused from participation.  Mayor Pro Tem West ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS PRESENTED

Mayor Meeker presented the Planning Commission Consent Agenda indicating it would be handled in the same manner as the regular consent agenda.  He stated he had not received a request to withdraw any items from the Planning Commission consent agenda.  Mr. Stephenson moved the Planning Commission’s recommendations as outlined be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Gaylord and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  The items on the Planning Commission Consent Agenda were as follows.

REZONING Z-3-10 – BATTLE BRIDGE ROAD – REQUEST FOR 60-DAY EXTENSION – APPROVED
This is a request to amend conditions associated with Residential-6 Conditional Use District zoning.

CR-11371 from the Planning Commission recommends that the City Council approve a 60-day time extension to provide ample time for the creation and staff review of a traffic impact analysis.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Stephenson/Gaylord – 8 ayes.

REZONING Z-8-10 – CROSS LINK ROAD – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This is a request to rezone property from Buffer Commercial to Neighborhood Business Conditional Use.

CR-11372 from the Planning Commission finds that this request is inconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan; however, based on the findings and reasons, the Commission recommends that the request be approved in accordance with zoning conditions dated May 11, 2010.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Stephenson/Gaylord – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 736 ZC 646.  
SNC – 4- 10 – SOUTHALL ROAD – RESOLUTION OF INTENT SETTING PUBLIC HEARING ADOPTED

This request is to approve a street name change from Southall Road as recorded in Book of Maps 1997, Page 1921 and Book of Maps 1998, Page 1848, to Arbor Lodge Drive, pursuant to Standard Procedure 900-9(D) regarding less than 100% property owner approval of non-duplicative street name.
CR-11373 from the Planning Commission recommends that this item be forwarded to City Council for authorization of public hearing to be held on June 1, 2010 for action changing the name to Arbor Lodge Drive; and that this name change be made effective June 15, 2010.  Planning Commission Recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Stephenson/Gaylord – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 164.

END OF PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA
TC-2-10 – REZONING REVIEW PROCESS – REFERRED TO COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE
This is a request to Amend the City’s rezoning process related to required neighborhood meetings, trip generation study, third party rezonings, time period for Planning Commission deliberation, prohibitions on certain zoning conditions, and specific time periods for submitting revised and amended zoning conditions.

CR-11374 from the Planning Commission recommends that this text change be denied; and that the Planning Commission host a workshop on the conditional use rezoning process with the RCAC, land use attorneys, land planners and other interested citizens familiar with the current process.

Planning Commission Chair Bartholomew explained the text change and the Planning Commission’s recommendation for denial.  Planning Director Silver pointed out staff disagrees with the Planning Commission on this recommendation.  He stated this text change came from a combination of several requests.  It includes a Council suggestion, complying with new State legislation and recommendations from legal and planning staff.  He stated the staff held two meetings before the public hearing with stakeholders and the staff feels it should be approved.  At this time staff would recommend that the item go to committee for further discussion.  Ms. McFarlane moved the item be referred to Comprehensive Planning Committee.  Mr. Crowder stated he does not object to it going to committee and pointed out he had suggested the neighborhood meeting issue and he would like to see that go forth but he does have some concerns relative to the conditional use issues.  Council member Stephenson talked about the UDO Advisory Committee expressing concerns and there was an ex officio group that looked at this that also had some concerns.  He talked about his desire to move to more formed based zoning districts but until we have that, we have to negotiate on a case-by-case basis to get there.  Without objection the item was referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee. 

REZONING Z-9-10 – FALLS OF NEUSE ROAD – REFERRED BACK TO PLANNING COMMISSION

This is a request to amend conditions associated with Shopping Center Conditional Use District zoning.

CR-11370 from the Planning Commission finds that the proposed rezoning is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan, based on the findings and reasons, that the request be approved in accordance with zoning conditions dated May 6, 2010.

It was pointed out by the Mayor and several Council members that they had received emails concerning one of the conditions and the need to clarify that condition.  Planning Director Silver suggested that the item be referred back to the Planning Commission pointing out there was some disagreement on how a condition should be worded.  He feels if it goes back to the Planning Commission they can work out the issues.  Without objection the item was referred back to Planning Commission.

SPECIAL ITEMS

FEDERALLY FUNDED JOBS PROGRAM – CONCEPT DEVELOPED

During the May 4, 2010, Council meeting, Mayor Meeker presented “A Resolution Requesting the City Council of the City of Raleigh to Designate a Federally Funded Jobs Program” and asked that it be placed on this agenda for further consideration.  A copy of the proposed resolution was in the agenda packet.

Mayor Meeker indicated he was the one that asked that this item be placed on the agenda.  He stated he understands there is concern about some of the wording in the proposed resolution.  He would suggest that the Council endorse the concept of federal jobs program and a desire to participate in such a program and oppose any cuts in summer jobs program.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
LOGO – CITY OF RALEIGH – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA

During the May 4, 2010, Council meeting, Ms. McFarlane suggested the possibility of the City adopting a new logo.  It was directed that the item be placed on this agenda and Administration was asked to provide some possible procedures that could be followed if the Council wanted to pursue the adoption of a new logo.

Ms. McFarlane indicated evidently there was some miscommunication as she did not ask that the Council look at redoing the City of Raleigh seal.  She stated she was simply talking about a new logo or branding for the City of Raleigh.  She stated she has had some discussions about whether that is a good idea and had asked the question that if it were a good idea how we would go about it and who would oversee the process.  

Mayor Meeker indicated there may be a need to have something along these lines at some point but given our budget restraints, etc., he does not feel this would be the best time to address the issue; therefore, he would suggest that we accept the report as information.
Ms. Baldwin indicated one option could be a media advisory board that could work with our Public Affairs Department rather than getting a consultant, etc.  She stated she understands the timing issue.  Mayor Meeker suggested that we take the item off of the agenda with no action taken and any Council member could bring it back to the table when they so desire.

J.T. LOCKE SUMMER PROGRAM – FUNDING APPROVED

Mr. Crowder pointed out that Council Members had received a request from the J. T. Locke Resource Center for funding for their Summer Program.  It was directed that the item be placed on this agenda for further consideration.  Mayor Meeker stated he understands this is a request for $24,500 which is the same amount the City funded them last year.  Mr. Crowder pointed out that is correct and he would move approval of the request with the source of funding being $13,000 from City Council Contingency and the remaining $11,500 being from Fleet Maintenance fuel reserve funds and so moved.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson.  

City Manager Allen pointed out this is the second time this group has come in outside the process and he would ask the Council to please advise them to get in the queue with the Human Service program.  He feels the Council should send a strong message that this group or any group needs to get in the queue for funding.  He realizes it is a very good program and has no problem with that but we have many good programs and we try to get them to go through the same process.  Mr. Crowder stated he had that conversation with the group earlier today.  Mr. Odom stated as he understands this is funding from the current year not the budget that will begin July 1 with it being pointed out that is correct.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 735 TF 139.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

BUDGET – FY2010-11 OPERATING AND CAPITAL BUDGET – PRESENTATION – WORK SCHEDULE SET

The City Manager will present the FY11 Proposed Operating Budget and distribute the Proposed Budget and Capital Improvement Program documents to City Council.

Recommendation:  Refer discussion of the Proposed Budget and Capital Improvement Program to City Council Work Sessions in June.  
City Manager Allen pointed out he has been doing municipal budgets for over 30 years and the last two years have been the most challenging he has faced.  One of the problems is we do not see the end to the economic situation we are in.  He stated as he have said in the past, the budget is the most important policy document that the City Council considers.  He expressed appreciation to the department directors for their responsiveness to managing the deficits, developing a plan and action that allows us to adopt a budget that allows us to minimize service impact for all of our citizens.  He expressed appreciation to Interim Budget Director Munro and Chief Financial Officer Perry and their staff in getting the budget to this point.  He went over the budget highlights which includes the following:  
· Closes the original $7.5 million gap between general fund revenues and expenditures. 
· Maintains credit strength and financial integrity
· Reduces reoccurring operational costs
· Minimizes impact on customer service delivery

· Remains competitive for cost of city services

· Excludes reduction to sworn public safety staff

· Avoids employee layouts, but continue city staff reduction

· Reduces general fund capital improvement program

· Uses Capital reserve funds as one-time funding for lagging sales tax revenue

· Notable improved program efficiencies

He stated the proposed budget includes no increase in property tax rate, solid waste fees, stormwater fees, privilege license tax but does include a $5 per year increase in the motor vehicle tax for Capital Area Transit.
City Manager Allen presented charts showing property tax revenues, sales tax revenues, general fund revenues, position eliminations, etc.

City Manager Allen stated enhanced city-wide efficiencies includes the following:  

· Advances implementation of automatic leaf collection

· Begins first phrase of automatic recycling collection

· Continues fuel consumption budgeting

· Audited dependent care health insurance coverage

· Created new divisions for development services and sustainability without adding new employees

· Modifies assessable Raleigh Transit Policies

· Restructured solid waste services needs assistance program

· Implements energy reduction initiatives

· ERP system efficiencies

He explained the City budget eliminates 24 vacant general fund positions, eliminates the 1.5% range adjustment, defers 1/3 reclassification program, reduces merit pay range based on salary quartile (0-4% to 0-2%) includes retirement benefit increases.  
He touched on health care which reduces the FY projected city cost increase from 14% to 10% by modifying plan options, changing pharmacy administration, implementing dependent care audit and increasing employee dependent premiums by 10%.  It reduces the arts funding by 50% per capita, human service grants by 10% and other agency appropriations by 10% unless that agency took a 10% cut last year.  It delays vehicle replacement cost, restricts travel training and registrations, reduces operation and maintenance supplies, eliminates accessible Raleigh Transit Tier I and implements changes to Tier II and reduces outside consultants/contractual services.  

He provided information on Public Utilities as follows:

· Maintains 57 vacant positions, holds flat FY11 nonpersonnel operating expenditures

· Defers all future growth related to capital improvement projects 2 to 5 years

· First full year operating new Benton Water Treatment Plant

· Average customer’s monthly bill will increase $3.27

City Manager Allen highlighted the following potential exposures.

· Unknown timing, extent and pace of economic recovery (sales tax)

· Impact of employee reduction on service delivery

· Impact of tiered water rates on utility revenues

· Reduce CIP/Capital Maintenance

· Ability to maintained FY11 year and 14% fund balance requirements

· Use of one-time reserve verses elimination of recurring cost

· North Carolina Legislative actions and Federal Healthcare Legislation

He gave information on the total budget revenue summary and expenditure summary.  City Manager Allen pointed out the statutory public hearing is June 1, 2010 and the Council normally has work sessions beginning in June with the understanding the budget has to be adopted July 1, 2010.  

Brief discussion took place on the shortage or reduced sales tax.  Mr. Crowder questioned if there would be any savings of not running the Benton Water Plant at full capacity or if we could back off the 24/7 operations.  Mr. Stephenson questioned the annual operating cost of the Benton Plant.  Mayor Meeker suggested that the Council be provided a budget note on that issue.  

Capital Reserves and the possibility of de-obligating some of those and the transfer to General Fund was talked about.  The Mayor asked that the Council be provided a listing of all reserves that may or could be de-obligated.
Mayor Meeker pointed out the statutory budget hearing is at 7:00 p.m. on June 1.  He announced that we would schedule work sessions on Monday, June 7, 14 and 21 and additional ones would be scheduled if needed.  The work sessions would be at 4:00 p.m.  He stated typically the Council reviews the budget notes and answers to questions that Council members have asked, then reviews the capital budget and the operating budget.  He stated as far as the procedure is concerned he would suggest that we follow past procedures, that is, should some one make a motion to make a change, that is, add to the budget, they must provide a source of funds.  The Council is presented with a balanced budget and any changes have to continue the budget in a balanced mode.  
Mr. Stephenson asked if the Council could be provided the line item budget in electronic format with the City Manager indicating there are big files and questioned how the Council would like to have them.  Mr. Stephenson stated it could be put on the server where everyone could get to it or a disc would be okay with him.  It was agreed to follow the recommendations for future meetings as outlined by the Mayor.

MEDICAL PLAN – RECOMMENDATIONS APPROVED
The City Benefits Committee has submitted recommendations for changes to the City’s third party administration of its Health Insurance program, resulting from the medical plan RFP process that was initiated at the request of City Council as part of our on-going cost containment efforts.  The Benefits Committee engaged its benefits consultant, AON Consulting, to seek proposals from qualified managed care organizations to provide a PPO program to be effective with the new plan year beginning October 1, 2010.  The RFP and evaluation process concluded with a recommendation to maintain BlueCross BlueShield as the medical plan administrator since it has the broadest provider network and the most competitive proposal for health and dental insurance administration.  The second recommendation is to carve out the pharmacy benefit management from BCBSNC and contract with CVS Caremark, which presented the most competitive proposal, and projected significant savings for the City in the next year.  A summary report of the RFP review process is in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve recommendations.

City Manager Allen explained the proposal.  He stated with the pharmacy benefit management carved out and contracted with separately as recommended would have a cost savings of some $800,000.  He stated all of this would be effective with the new year beginning October 1, 2010. 

Mr. Crowder asked about the bid prices.  City Manager Allen pointed out there were a number of things looked at, administrative fees, network of providers, discounts, fee levels, etc.  He stated he does not have all of the information but pointed out there was a difference of fees of some $8,400.  Mr. Odom moved approval as outlined.   His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE RALEIGH ARTS COMMISSION

RALEIGH ARTS COMMISSION – RECOMMENDATIONS RECEIVED – REFERRED TO BUDGET WORK SESSION

Laura Raynor, Chair of the Raleigh Arts Commission will present the Commission recommendation for the 2010-2011 Arts Grant Program.

The Raleigh Arts Grant Program, funded through a per capita for the arts formula set at $4.50, has been critical to the development of many of Raleigh’s cultural organizations, helping to bring stability to our city’s arts community and providing leverage for groups to seek business, foundation, and other agency matching grants.

A total of 39 applications were reviewed by the City of Raleigh Arts Commission Grants panel for 2010-2011.  The panel, consisting of three Arts Commission members and three community representatives, held six meetings in total (panel orientation meeting, four grantee presentation meetings, and a final meeting to determine recommended allocations).

I am delighted to be able to come before you today to present both the Arts Commission’s bi-annual progress report, as well as the Raleigh Arts Grant program recommendations.  As you all know, the arts mean business for the City of Raleigh!

First, I’d like to express our thanks and appreciation for City Council’s ongoing support of the Arts in Raleigh.  Your support translates directly into jobs for Raleigh citizens; in fact, the arts sector is the county’s 10th largest employer!  Additionally, local businesses – both small mom and pop run restaurants to larger corporations, benefit greatly from the city’s growing cultural profile. So I’m happy to be representing one of the top revenue-generating industries in Raleigh – the Arts!

The Arts Commission’s overarching goal for 2009-2010 has been to follow “good to great” principles, striving to model national best practices in the Arts. This has been a year of significant achievements for the Commission programs, which are structured in four key areas: public art; awards and celebrations; arts resources and outreach; and the Raleigh Arts Grant Program. 

On the public art front - I know we all share enormous pride in the opening of City Plaza, and the role that both permanent and temporary public art have played in making this such a special gathering place for our city.  A few years ago, the Arts Commission selected well-known artist Jim Gallucci to develop artwork for the Plaza – and today, his four Light Towers have become iconic welcoming beacons for our City. 

In addition to these permanent artworks, the Arts Commission, in partnership with Visual Art Exchange and Artspace, initiated our temporary one-year sculpture exhibition entitled “Art on City Plaza.”  The sculptures have become a must-see tourist attraction and provide visual delight to Raleigh’s residents who live, work, and visit the Plaza. The next round of “Art on City Plaza” sculptures will unveil in September 2010 as part of the sparkCon Arts and Creativity Festival.

Other notable public art projects include Zoom Raleigh, an exciting new interactive window installation, was installed for 3 months at Urban Design Center. This groundbreaking project enabled passerbyers to interact with a high-tech touch screen to experience the history and unique stories of select downtown Raleigh sites. Zoom Raleigh is a public art collaboration with Patrick FitzGerald and NC State’s College of Design.

Right here in the municipal building Block Gallery, we recently celebrated 25 years connecting local artists to community, culminating in our wonderful 25th Anniversary Retrospective.  It was a GREAT exhibition filled with a range of artworks spanning photography, ceramics, paintings, fiber, and other work.

Of course, this is just a part of the public art endeavors that the Commission engaged in over the past year.  The Public Art & Design Board is diligently working on our new Percent for Public Art Program.  A bit later in the year, you’ll be hearing from Thomas Sayre on the Board’s progress, and particularly, their work integrating art into the Buffaloe Road Aquatic Center. 

Let me move on now to discuss our Awards area of focus.  We take great pride in our three important Awards programs.  First, the Piedmont Laureate program, which started in 2009 in partnership with other local arts agencies, is now in its second year, and has proven to be a popular vehicle to promote awareness and appreciation for the literary arts in our region.  
Second, our awards program for young people, aptly called the Artist of Tomorrow Scholarship program, recently selected 5 talented high school seniors to receive scholarships!  The scholarships are funded solely through private donations and the help of such wonderful artists like Tift Merritt.  

Third, we are in the midst of planning for upcoming 2010 Medal of Arts ceremony, and hope you all can attend!

Our third focus - arts resources and outreach - provide a range of information to the public. Everything from Art on City Plaza brochures, to exhibition catalogs, arts newsletters, and Piedmont Laureate bookmarks are produced.  These materials help engage and educate our citizens about Arts in our area.  Additionally, the Commission is in the process of expanding the arts information available through the city’s website and other e-platforms.

These Arts Commission core programs - the Public Art program, Awards programs, and Arts Resources and Outreach, help shape and enhance the environment for Arts in Raleigh.  Whew – isn’t it a lot -  the good work we are doing for the City!

Which brings me now to the Raleigh Arts Grant Program – a program that has had a tremendous impact on our city.

In 1988, then City Councilor Ralph Campbell proposed to the Law and Finance Committee a method for “Future Funding of External Arts Agencies.”  Mr. Campbell proposed a per capita basis for overall funding of the arts of $9 – let me say that again - $9 per capita for the arts.  Ultimately, City Council initially approved a $3 per capita formula to commence the City of Raleigh Arts Grant Program.

From the small number of local non-profit arts groups that existed back in 1989, Raleigh now has more than 50 non-profit arts groups – and this number does not include the state-run cultural institutions, local galleries, or other for-profit arts-related businesses.  

The Arts have become an economic engine for our region – generating $105.76 million dollars in local economic activity.  In addition to the cultural sector employing thousands of residents, attracting businesses to our area, and providing spin-off revenue, the Arts help generate a positive national profile that helps keep us on those “Top Ten Lists” which are critical to the city’s economic health.

I come before you today to present the 2010-2011 Raleigh Arts Grant Program Recommendations in your packet.  The program received a total of 39 applications, totaling a record $1,725,925 in requested funds.  This year marks the highest amount in requested grants the Arts Commission has received in its entire grant program history. 

Two years ago, it was the desire of City Council to move to a $5 per capita arts allocation for the Raleigh Arts Grant program.  The Commission, understanding the budgetary challenges facing the City, is recommending holding the line at $4.50 per capita.

Organizations requesting grants have a projected total expense budget of close to $21 million dollars; the recommended grants allocation to the arts groups is $1,487,700, which is only 7% aggregate of these groups’ budget.  In other words, the groups raise 93% additional funds to support their programs and projects. At $4.50, the Arts Commission Grants panel had to make record cuts in the amount of $238,283.

At the reasonably modest investment in the arts of $4.50 per capita, we believe the City of Raleigh can still make a tremendous difference in the quality of life of our residents.  We hope you agree.

Thank you for allowing me to come before you today to provide this Arts Commission update.  I am happy to answer any questions you may have.

REQUEST AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

STORMWATER CULVERT – SWIFT DRIVE – WITHDRAWN FROM THE AGENDA

Betsy Eller had requested permission to present a petition opposing the current plan to replace the culvert on Swift Drive along with other documents to support the decision to oppose the plan.  It was pointed out that this item had been withdrawn by Ms. Eller.

ANNEXATION COST – SKYCREST COMMUNITY – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Scott Hendrick, 2212 Dorety Place, indicated he is representing the people who live in his community, Skycrest, who live on a fixed income.  He stated he has seen what is being done and he does not like it.  He stated he understands forced annexation but he does not like the way it works and what it does.  He is seeing people being forced out of their homes because they cannot pay the large cost involved in annexation.  He gave statistics on interest rates, pointing out the City of Raleigh charges 6% and put a lien on the property and the City would get paid before the first mortgage.  He stated he has been told that water and sewer in front of his house will increase the value of his home and presented information from various appraisal companies which indicates that is not the case.  He surveyed seven different companies, four said water and sewer in front of a home has no affect on the value and three say they could go either way; therefore it is a bogus rumor when people are told the presence of water and sewer increases their home value.
Mr. Hendricks presented information on the cost of financing at 6% over a ten year period which would produce a payment of about $97 per month.  He talked about the cost of tap-on fees for water and sewer, usage or average consumption of the water and sewer, the cost for well and septic tanks, and gave an analysis of the total extra cost per month/per year and total extra cost over a 10-year period which indicated exceeds some $29,000.  He pointed out many citizens will not connect to the line; however, they will have to pay an extra $100 fee over a 10-year period for the line in front of their house.  He talked about the cost of wells and septic systems and made a comparison between that and hooking onto the city lines.  He presented the Council with his comparisons.

Mr. Hendricks talked about the Council serving the people rather than the people serving the Council.  He called on the Council to provide justice and give mercy.

Mickey E. Sauls, 2208 Dorety Place, was at the meeting to talk about the forced annexation of Skycrest in City Council District B.  He talked about the cost of annexation to people in this area, the fact that he has been down to the City opposing this since 2006, expressed concern about the number of people who are selling their property and moving out as they could not afford the cost.  He told about the cost involved in annexation of his property. He talked about the fact that the City had decided not to annex neighborhoods and questioned why their community could not be treated the same as those neighborhoods that the City declined to annex.  He requested that the Council consider waiving the assessment cost until such time as a property owner wanted to hook up or tap on to the system.  He talked about the Mayor’s comments as to why the city did not annex the adjacent neighborhoods.  He talked about the length of time it took to get through these processes and the fact that many times he does not know what the Council has decided.  He expressed concern about the whole process.  No action as taken.
GARDENS – COMMUNITY GARDENS ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY – TO BE PLACED ON JUNE 1 AGENDA AS A SPECIAL ITEM

Laura Bridges Aiken, Advocate for Health In Action, indicated that group represents some 50 organizations and talked about a meeting held recently at Marbles Museum which was attended by some 200 people.  She talked about the desire to have community gardens on city-owned properties but explained there are some technical problems relating to zoning and land use policy that prohibits that; therefore, she is at the meeting to ask the Council to direct staff to work on a text change that will allow for community gardens.  She stated her group would be glad to work with the city in developing such a text change or would be glad to step back and support the city in moving forward.

Brief discussion took place with the City Manager pointing out staff could work on such a text change if that was the Council’s desire but we need direction as to whether the Council wants to move forward with a text change.  Mr. Odom questioned exactly what is being proposed pointing out he has no problems with community gardens on private property but does have concerns about gardening on public property and the liability and/or cost that the City could be obligated or involved in.  
Planning Director Silver pointed out staff has done some work with the group but they would like to work with the legal department pointing out presently gardens are permitted as an accessory use but what is being looked at is much more complicated.  
Sun Butler pointed out they have a garden near Mayview and they provide their own liability coverage and any group that works with them brings their liability insurance with them.  He stated zoning and policy changes would make this process much easier.  After brief discussion, it was agreed to place this item on the June 1 agenda as a special item and the Planning Department would work with the City Attorney’s Office and make a recommendation.
PROJECT RICOCHET – REQUEST RECEIVED AND REFERRED TO BUDGET WORK SESSION; ADMINISTRATION ASKED TO PROVIDE INFORMATION

Bruce Lightner presented the following prepared statement:
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GO PINK FOR THE CURE COMMITTEE – INFORMATION RECEIVED
Betty L. Parker, Go Pink of the Cure Committee volunteer was at the meeting to provide information on the upcoming event, goals and past successes and request approval for a number of activities relative to the Week long celebration.  She had a power point to provide information on their past events.  She pointed out they are requesting the City Council to grant appropriate permission to support the Go Pink for the Cure from June 4, 2010 through June 12, 2010.  They will kick off the Go Pink for the Cure during first Friday activities on June 4, 2010 and wrap up with the annual Race For The Cure, the following Saturday, June 12.  During the week long celebration, they are inviting businesses and everyone to “Go Pink” by incorporating pink lights into nighttime displays, printing on pink paper, displaying Race for the Cure postures and counter signs permanently featuring pink products, any creative way to go pink.  They are asking for permission to place pink ribbons on the light posts along Fayetteville Street between the Capitol and Memorial Auditorium, on such additional adjacent streets as time and supplies will allow, put pink bows around trees and light posts within Moore Square and Nash Square, program the shimmer wall to utilize pink lighting, adapt out door lighting of streetscapes, buildings and site lighting along and near Fayetteville Street including city control buildings such as Progress Energy Performing Arts Center, Convention Center, One Exchange Plaza, etc.  Decorating Sir Walter Raleigh in pink garb, just anything that will help paint the town pink.  She talked about the number of participates in the road race, presented photos of various locations last year, pointed out last year the Capitol went pink, they would like to have a pink stripe down Fayetteville Street, the running ribbon wherever possible, etc.  Ms. Baldwin moved approval.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  
RALEIGH PEOPLES ASSEMBLY – COMMENTS CONCERNING PUBLIC JOBS PROGRAM – RECEIVED

A number of people representing Raleigh People’s Assembly had requested permission to speak concerning a public jobs program that includes training for all and targets ex-felons, demolition and reconstruction of Walnut Terrace, educational opportunities and other issues relative to employee.  Mayor Meeker pointed out earlier in the day the City Council approved the concept of a Federal jobs program and took action to say it would oppose any cuts in the summer job program.  The groups indicated they had asked the Council to endorse H4812 with Mayor Meeker pointing out the intent was to endorse all federal regulations including 4812, any Federal regulations that promote jobs.
Ajamu Dellahunt presented a prepared statement relative to the request.

Jeremy Killough presented a petition and talked about the need to create a Public Works Community Jobs Program.  He talked about the percentage of prison population being young blacks, talked about the need for a support system, the problem of the revolving door, someone does something wrong serves their time but then cannot get a job.  He talked about the problems at Walnut Terrace and the number of people that are unemployed.  He pointed out they are preparing to demolish that project and give the jobs to outside contractors when people who live in the projects have no jobs.

Mayor Meeker stated he had not heard about the results of the latest Hope VI application but he would speak to the Housing Authority Director about that.  
Elijah Vick, student at St. Augustine’s College, talked about the need for such things as a food co-op, community gardens, food shuttle that will help the elderly and the young.  
Selia Warren UBE150, Raleigh City workers, stated she would love for the City Council to explore the times of its meetings because it is not a good time for people who have to work for a living to come to a meeting.  People do not have the opportunity to take off work and come to a meeting.  She talked about the entire work force of the City being under staffed the City continues to grow but the City is not hiring new people.  She called on the Council to use some of it rainy day savings to help with that problem.

Margaret Rose Murray, Method Community, talked about the problems, the growth in prison population, the need to produce work, the need to do something to get our young people employed, she talked about the history of community and how we have to join hands and hearts and teach and train and whatever funding is available to put it to jobs program and the need to band together and learn to become problem solvers.  We should apply for any and all federally funded jobs program.
The comments were received.

CAT BUS SERVICE – WALNUT TERRACE COMMUNITY – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Kelvin Hardy talked about concerns he and others had when the City stopped CAT bus service on May 13 for about a week.  No one was given any advance notice that this was going to happen.  Signs were put up but it was late at night and no one had seen them.  He talked about problems of people not being able to get to a bus stop, people who have medical conditions who needed to get to the doctor and the problems they have.  He expressed appreciation for the one Mr. Eatman took charge and took action and pointed out he hopes this type thing does not happen again.  
MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING
UNFIT BUILDINGS – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This was a hearing to adopt an ordinance authorizing the demolition of the unfit buildings as listed below and pursuant to the provisions of Section 10-6127(d) of the City Code if the repairs necessary to render the dwellings fit for human habitation are not completed within ninety (90) days:

	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NUMBER
	VACATED & CLOSED

	1005 South Person Street
	Terraine M Saunders
	0071066
	February 3, 2009

	1804 Sunview Street
	Outreach Properties, LLC
	0101682
	March 11, 2009


The Mayor opened the hearing on each location.  A gentleman asked if the ordinance is adopted if they would have 90 days with the Mayor pointing out that is correct.  No one else asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Odom moved adoption of an ordinance as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  They Mayor rule the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 737.

PUBLIC NUISANCE COST CONFIRMATION – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – RESOLUTION

This was a hearing to consider the adoption of a resolution confirming the charges for the abatement of public nuisances as a lien against the property as listed below:

	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NUMBER
	ABATEMENT

	1005 Millbrook Road
	Alejandro Carillo-Martinez

Rosario V Carillo-Martinez
	0064337
	$1,473

	1509 New Bern Avenue
	Henry L Hall

Carrie Hall Williams
	0027803
	$382


The Mayor opened the hearing on each location.  No one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Crowder moved adoption of the resolution as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. McFarlane and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 165.
ANNEXATION – MIDYETTE/QUEST ACADEMY – HEARING – ORDINANCE AND RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the petitioned annexation of property known as Midyette/Quest Academy.  If following the hearing the Council wishes to proceed with the annexation, it would be appropriate to adopt an ordinance annexing the property effective May 31, 2010, and a resolution placing the property in City Council Electoral District A.  The Mayor opened the hearing. 

John Sinnett, Smith Sinnett representing Quest Academy talked about Quest Academy being one of the top three charter schools in the State.  He pointed out they are currently in leased facilities and they want a home of their own.  He talked about the site in question explaining how much of the site can be developed, how much will remain forest, the fact that part of the site is inside the city and part out.  They need all of the property to meet city requirements.  He stated they do not plan to expand their school, they have purposely limited the enrollment, they do not want to expand.  He pointed out they need to move forward as in the last couple of weeks construction cost are moving upward and every day lost is costing them money.
Brief discussion took place on the annexation in a watershed policy with Ms. McFarlane asking that the policy be explained.  The policy was explained by Planner Karen Duke.  Brief discussion took place as to whether this is the original site, the fact that it will go through administrative plan approval, everything drains away from the water shed, etc.  
No one else asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  
Mayor Meeker moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Crowder and Ms. McFarlane who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-2 vote.  See Ordinance 738 and Resolution 166.

UNFIT BUILDING – 919 EAST EDENTON STREET – TO BE PLACED ON JUNE 1 AGENDA

City Attorney McCormick indicated at a recent meeting Wallace Green came to the Council asking for additional time relative to an unfit building at 919 East Edenton Street.  He stated his office has been working with Mr. Green and asked that the Council give them until the next meeting in order to work out the situation.  He would provide a report at the June 1 meeting.

EVIDENTIARY HEARING

SU-2-10 – MOSAIC WINE ET LOUNGE – HEARING – CONTINUED UNTIL JUNE 1, 2010 MEETING

This was a hearing to consider a request from Tarlton Properties, LLC, owner of Mosaic Wine ET Lounge, 517 Glenwood Avenue for a Special Use Permit for Outdoor Amplified Entertainment at that location on Monday through Saturday evenings with music beginning no earlier than 1:00 p.m. and concluding no later than 11:00 p.m.  The amplified entertainment would take place on a patio located along the adjacent railroad tracks.

Council members received the following staff findings in their agenda packet.

Staff Findings in regard to the seven factors Council shall consider when acting on this request

1.  The establishment’s proximity to residential areas, schools, churches, and health care facilities.

The business is located at 517 West Jones Street, on the corner of Jones Street and Glenwood Avenue, and has been in operation since June 2006. It is located in the Business zoning district and the Pedestrian Business Overlay zoning district. It is surrounded by non-residential land uses. The proposed location for the outdoor amplified music is on a former loading dock now used as a patio and situated adjacent a railroad corridor. The closest residential dwelling is approximately 150 feet north on Glenwood Avenue in the 222 Glenwood mixed-use building. The closest church is approximately 450 feet from the establishment. There are no nearby schools or health care facilities.

2. The establishment’s history of compliance with noise and nuisance laws.

The Raleigh Police Department and the Inspections Department have not issued any noise or nuisance law violations for this establishment.
3. Access with respect to pedestrian and automotive safety, traffic flow, emergency service.

This corner location is within the Glenwood South Pedestrian Overlay District and located along on West Jones Street and Glenwood Avenue, a major thoroughfare. Public sidewalks exist along the streets adjacent this building and almost all others within a several block radius. The proposed events will not be located within the public right-of-way. All proposed activity will be on private property adjacent the railroad tracks. 

Fifteen parking spaces are available on site.  On-street parking, off-street surface parking lots and a deck are available within walking distance of the establishment. 

4. Intensity including such considerations as size, location, hours and/or conditions of operation, and number of participants.

The request is for outdoor amplified music to be located on the establishment’s property on a patio of approximately 950 square feet in size on a former loading dock adjacent railroad tracks. All amplification is to be directed towards the building from free standing speakers on the patio. The applicant requests to have the ability to stage outdoor amplified events on Monday thru Saturday evenings from 1:00 to 11:00 p.m. The applicant states that occupancy will be within limits established by the Fire Department.

5. Landscaping, screening, fencing with respect to protecting affected properties from anticipated noise, loss of privacy, and glare; preserving of important natural features, or harmonizing the request with affected properties.

The proposed location of the outdoor music events is directly adjacent the railroad tracks. Landscape buffering is not required by City Code between the establishment and the railroad. The applicant has not provided any evidence to address protection of adjacent properties. 

6. Control or elimination of noise, dust, vibration, and lighting.

The application states that amplified music will be directed towards the building from free standing speakers on the patio.

7. The proposed use will not adversely impact public services and facilities such as parking, traffic, police, etc., and that the secondary effects of such uses will not adversely impact on adjacent properties. The secondary effects would include but not be limited to noise, light, stormwater runoff, parking, pedestrian circulation and safety. 

The City Council may consider additional evidence to determine conformance with this or other findings. 

The City Clerk, as a notary, swore in those persons who indicated they plan to speak.

The Mayor opened the hearing.  

Mr. Stephenson pointed out he visited the establishment recently and spoke with the applicant.  He did not know that a hearing was scheduled.  He asked that be made a part of the record.
Samad Hachby (sworn), applicant stated over a year ago he came and an application was approved.  He talked about his operation over the last year with no issues or any problems with the neighbors.  He stated he had been aware of some noise but that situation was corrected.  He pointed out he has over 200 signatures from people who support them and he has a petition that was online that over a 100 people signed.  He stated he had at least three people from the West saying that they are in support of his getting the permit.  

Winslow Stillman (sworn), 400 West Street, pointed out this is his third appearance before the Council.  He stated they do not object to amplified entertainment pointing out the City of Raleigh has done an excellent job.  Those who enjoy and reside in the downtown area.  He stated part of the ambience that has been created is being destroyed by some of the establishments who hold outdoor music permits including the Mosaic.  He stated these problems have been going on well over a year.  He talked about going to the establishment in June of last year as well as other times asking them to turn the music down.  They had to walk across the street some 3 football fields away before they could have a conversation.  He talked about being awaken at 2:00 a.m. and talked about the decibel levels being above code.  He stated he has been in the music and entertainment business and he knows when the levels are above and beyond.  He stated he had summoned the police at least five times and described conversations he had with the applicant and how they had to raise their voices to hear each other over the music.  He talked about the code decibel level and pointed out when one has to raise their voice to be heard over the music, the music is too loud.  Mr. Stillman stated he represents the board of West which is 40% occupied.  He has been in contact with the residents and they asked them to make comments.  They are asking that the permit be denied.  Mr. Stillman stated he looked over the application from last year which indicated that the closest residence was some 300 feet west on West Jones Street.  He stated there are residential balconies some 75 feet away at 222 Glenwood Avenue.  There were misrepresentations on the application.  The residents of the West asked that the Council deny the application as they feel it is problematic and they have been forced to suffer in their own homes. 
In response to questioning from Mr. Stephenson, Mr. Stillman stated the HOA has not taken a vote but he has been in contact with the residents and he is their official representative.  Mr. Odom questioned if the police had been called five times and whether they had sound measuring devices.  Mr. Gaylord pointed out a statement from staff indicates that there have been no calls.

Planning Eric Hodge indicated at the time the document was prepared Ms. Holman, Raleigh Police Department, had indicated there had been no complaints; however, she did receive an email from the police that says that there have been some complaints but no violations.  

The Community Manager of the West (sworn) stated there had been no official vote taken but there were emails sent came back with various people giving their opinions.  The people want live music, and restaurants.  There are two clubs opening in the West; however, they hired a sound engineer and explained their setup.  The difference in the site setup and what is in the West was talked about with it being pointed out that what Mr. Hashby is trying to create is totally inappropriate.  They would have no problem if the noise or music was contained in the patio at a conservative level that would be acceptable but that is not what is occurring.

Virginia Moulton (sworn) Power House LLC indicated they like the restaurants and the commercial.  She stated her company is strongly opposed to giving the permit to Mosaic because of the potential noise level.  Ms. McFarlane questioned the specific complaint.  It was pointed out Natty Green has outdoor music but they have a very low tone recorded music.  If it was at that level it wouldn’t be a problem.  Mr. Hashby indicated they have no problem with Natty Green.  In response to questioning from Mr. Stephenson Mr. Hashby pointed out they do not have any sound equipment to measure the levels and talked about how their speaker system faces.  Mr. Hashby talked about emails he had received and talked about different restaurants he had gone to and questioned if there was a problem.  He talked about the emails, expressed concern about Mr. Stellman’s objection pointing out they don’t play loud music and no one can prove that music is coming from his establishment.
Discussion took place as to what methods the City uses to measure the music.  Discussion took place as to whether the police officers have measured the sound, what the police officers who work the area have found, how you tell where the music is from, and the distance from the Natty Green to this facility.  Mr. Stillman expressed concern about what has been said about him pointing out he has been an acoustical consultant at other clubs and he is aware of sound levels and how they are projected.  
It was agreed to hold the hearing open, get a report on the distance from nearest residences, distance from Natty Green’s and a report from the police department.  Mr. Hashby questioned if the emails could be circulated with the Mayor pointing out they are public record and could be circulated if they are included in the public record.  The Mayor stated since the hearing is being held opened, Council members should not discuss the item with anyone.  

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

ROAD RACES – HILLSBOROUGH STREET – DIRECTION GIVEN

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends upholding staff’s recommendations for the following changes as it relates to long races requested in the downtown area and Hillsborough Street:

The race must start at 7:00 a.m. in order to lessen the impact to traffic and businesses.

The start/finish venue must be outside the immediate downtown area.

The route may travel through the downtown area just once.

The most recent Raleigh Rocks Marathon route and others that may follow the same route cannot be run on Sunday due to the impact on church services.

Notification must be given to impacted neighborhood associations, homeowner’s associations, neighborhood registries, Raleigh Academy of Chinese Language and/or other impacted associations.

On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. McFarlane and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT AND CAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAM – GRANTS APPROVED

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends awarding $175,000 in Community Enhancement grant projects for FY 2010-2011 as follows:

Habitat for Humanity
$26,000

Step-up Ministries
$30,000

Community in Schools of Wake County
$50,000

YWCA (Hargett Street)
$30,400

Alumnae Chapter - Delta Sigma Pheta
$13,306.40

Interfaith Food Shuttle
$25,293.60

On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – JOINT VENTURE RENTAL RECOMMENDATIONS – APPROVED

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee Committee recommends funding the following affordable housing proposals which will benefit 15 individuals or families earning less than 30% Area Median Income, nine earning less than 40% AMI and 161 earning less than 60% AMI:

Water Garden Village
$1,395,000; Raleigh Gardens - $600,000

This would involve the recommended approval to transfer $1,116,000 from FY 08/09 (751-725300-3210-984-GRT04-75340000-2010 $486,560) and FY 09/10 (751-725300-3210-985-GRT04-75340000-2010 $629,440) HOME Rental funds and $279,000 from City HOME Rental Match funds (736-725020-3210-320-GRT04-75340000-2010) to a separate expenditure account named Water Garden Village and to transfer $600,000 from CIP Housing bond funds (724-790010-3210-975-CIP04-86670000-2010) to a separate expenditure account named Raleigh Gardens.

On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 735 TF 137.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

TC-11-09 – SOIL AND SEDIMENTATION CONTROL – APPROVED AS AMENDED; ADDITIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS TO BE PLACED ON JUNE 1 AGENDA AS A SPECIAL ITEM

Chairperson McFarlane reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends upholding the Planning Commission's recommendation for approval of TC-11-09 – Soil and Sedimentation Control as outlined in CR #11358 with the following revisions:
a. retain the current fee of $247 per acre for land disturbing activity permits.
b. additional disturbing permit extensions provided the following requirements are met:


(i)
no notices of violation have been issued for the site.


(ii)
ground cover has been established for the portions of the site with no activity that would require stabilization.


(iii)
all soil erosion control devices should be maintained and left in place in anticipation of future work.


(iv)
the site should be in compliance with the approved plan at the time the permit is due to expire.


(v)
there are no other conflicts or violations involving other federal, state or local laws and regulations.


c.
construction site operators will provide information required by their NPDES (National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System) to the City, but may do so by leaving an extra copy in the permit box on the construction site with e-mail notification to City Stormwater staff that the permit is in the box.
      d.
revise the effective date of the ordinance to August 1, 2010.

The Committee further recommends that staff be requested to make recommendations regarding decreasing the possibility of silt fence breaches.

The Committee further recommends that staff and the Stormwater Management Advisory Committee pursue the idea of a 10-year storm design device with early collection of escrow account monies for fixing deficiencies and reseeding construction sites for stabilization.

A copy of revised ordinance TC-11-09 was in the agenda packet.

On behalf of the Committee, Chairperson McFarlane moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson.  
Mr. Gaylord indicated he would like to hold this for two weeks to look at possible alternative solutions.  He talked about the committee’s discussion and pointed out everyone recognizes there are multiple ways that a site can be in violation.  He stated there have been 198 notices of violations and only four of those related to lack of basin management.  There have been 32 off-site sedimentation violations and only four related to basin maintenance.  He talked about the changing from a 10 year to a 25 year storm and the difference that would make collection of escrow funds versus insurance.  He talked about what we could use to fix the silk fence issues, pond issues, stabilization, etc.  He again suggested holding that part of the recommendation for two weeks to analyze alternatives.  He stated we should have some straight forward mechanisms.

Ms. McFarlane pointed out she has mixed feelings on this pointing out as she understands staff sees a lot of problems with the escrow buy in.  She is not sure that this escrow bonding process, she does not feel this issue can be resolved in two weeks.  She stated there is a lot of misinformation circulation that has incorrect statistics.  She stated we need to get some measures in place as soon as possible.

Mayor Meeker stated as he understands, there is no question relative to the text change with the various revisions with all agreeing that is correct.  Whether to separate the items was talked about with Mr. Gaylord pointing out he feels that the whole issue should be held at the table.  Mr. Odom pointed out if there is misinformation; he feels it should be resolved before we go forward.  Ms. McFarlane pointed out she would be happy to work with staff in trying to get this misinformation corrected.  She feels if it could be resolved in two week that would be fine.  After discussion the motion to approve the total recommendation was withdrawn.  Ms. McFarlane moved approval of the recommendation including a through d and have the alternative solutions and additional recommendations placed on the June 1 agenda to receive a report from administration.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. McFarlane and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 739 TC 332.  
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

MOTORCYCLES – POLICE LEASE AGREEMENT WITH SPARTA COMMERCIAL SERVICES – APPROVED; BIDS/PURCHASES – LOCAL PREFERENCE POLICY – HELD IN COMMITTEE

Chairperson Baldwin reported the Law and Public Safety Committee recommend approval of the lease agreement with Sparta Commercial Services, Inc. to provide 9 BMW motorcycles for 36 months at a total cost of $185,477.04.  The Committee is holding the item to further discuss a local preference policy as it relates to bids/purchases and leases.  On behalf of the Committee, Ms. Baldwin moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
ART PROGRAM – PROPOSED CHANGES – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA

Chairperson Baldwin reported the Law and Public Safety Committee recommends reporting the item out – proposed changes/ART Program with no action taken with the understanding Administration will provide a status report to the full Council in six months.  On behalf of the Committee, Ms. Baldwin moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

POGUE STREET SIDEWALK – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA

Chairperson Stephenson reported the Public Works Committee recommends reporting the item out relative to a Pogue Street sidewalk with no action taken as its being handled administratively.  Without objections the item was removed.

SIDEWALK INSTALLATION – WEST SIDE OF MERWIN ROAD – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

Chairperson Stephenson reported the Public Works Committee recommends that the City Council adopt a resolution of intent calling for a public hearing to consider the petition for installation of sidewalk on the west side of Merwin Road.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Stephenson moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 167.

PULLEN ROAD/PULLEN PARK – STREET/SIDEWALK VARIANCE – DIRECTION GIVEN

Chairperson Stephenson reported the Public Works Committee recommends upholding the following staff recommendations:

a.
Authorize a variance from dedication of additional right-of-way on Pullen Road in order to avoid conflict with the deed of Pullen Park to the City.

b.
Authorize deferring sidewalk requirements along the southern portion of Pullen Road in order to conduct a joint planning effort between the Public Works and Parks and Recreation Departments and solicit input from NCSU.

On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Stephenson moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom.  Mr. Crowder questioned if there was discussion about upgrading the road classification with Mr. Stephenson explaining the discussion in committee.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on 8-0 vote.
REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

BICYCLE SAFETY – H1686 – CITY TO OPPOSE AS WRITTEN

Ms. Baldwin pointed out she had been contacted by several people relative to H1686 which is a bicycle safety change.  It prohibits riding with more that two abreast and prohibits those riding two abreast from impeding traffic and requiring single file when passing vehicles.  She stated some in the community feel that is taking away the rights of riders.  A number of riders have asked that we oppose the legislation.  Ms. Baldwin suggested that we have a resolution or statement that the city opposes the legislation as written but would encourage all to work out a compromise.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

NORTH CAROLINA METRO MAYOR’S COALITION – RESOLUTION SUPPORTING EQUITY ADOPTED

Ms. Baldwin pointed out the Governor has proposed the North Carolina Mobility Fund to supplement the Equity Formula.  The North Carolina Metro Mayors Coalition is concerned about some discussion of taking this out of the budget.  She pointed out Council members received in their agenda packet a resolution voicing support of the equity formula and moved adoption of the resolution and sending it to the Wake Delegation.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and put to a vote which passes unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 168.

CLARENCE E. LIGHTNER PUBLIC SAFETY CENTER – DIRECTION GIVEN – TO BE PLACED ON JUNE 15 AGENDA

Councilor Baldwin:  Okay, the third item I think will probably be a little more complex but I’m very concerned about the stalemate that has developed on the Lightner Committee which Councilor Stephenson, myself, the Mayor and Mr. Gaylord serve on.  Quite frankly I find the stalemate unacceptable.  I think that public safety needs to be our #1 priority and there is no movement to compromise.  Quite frankly I think our police and fire fighters deserve better.  I think our citizens deserve better and I have some real concerns about our 911 call center’s ability to sustain its responsiveness if we don’t act.  I know or if I call or if I had to call 911 I would want people to answer within 5 seconds and not have to wait 20 seconds for response.  So in light of that, I would like to offer a compromise to bring it up at the table and see where Council stands on this.  I would like to ask our designer and our construction manager at risk to look at reconfiguring the Lightner building and I specifically would like to ask or suggest that we look at two options.  One would be bunkering the 911 call center and I’m offering that or suggesting that because Councilor Stephenson, Councilor Crowder have said in the past that they have concerns about this being housed in a high rise building.  So I thought that would be one option that may be could move us ahead; the second option is to actually to look for a new site altogether for the 911 center and I’d like for us to also make sure that the options do not include a tax or fee increase so the City Manager would have to determine what that figure is and I would like to see if we could get some information back by our second meeting in July.  I think timing in this is critical and we had people here earlier talking about jobs but also we had others talking about how pricing for construction is going up and I’m afraid if we don’t move ahead within the next 4 to 6 months we are going to miss a tremendous opportunity.  So there . . . 

Mayor Meeker:  Just two points of clarification.  When you say, “bunkering” the 911 center do you mean putting it in a basement of the proposed Lightner Center.

Councilor Baldwin:  yes

Mayor Meeker:  and did you mean to say July or June in terms of getting it back.

Councilor Baldwin:  June I’m sorry

Mayor Meeker:  June, oh okay so . . . 

Councilor Baldwin:  And just to clarify too, even though we would look for a new site for 911 my preference would be that we keep the Lightner Center at the current site where its proposed and the building be reconfigured with input from our staff.

Mayor Meeker:  Any objection to that . . . 

Councilor Stephenson:  I got confused

Mayor Meeker:  Mr. Stephenson

Councilor Stephenson:  I got confused there I thought I heard two different things for the 911 center, one was alternate site and one was in the basement of the current site.

Councilor Baldwin:  Yes, so two options

Councilor Stephenson:  So either one of those, okay.  I guess one of those options sounds similar to something that Councilors Crowder, Gaylord and myself had proposed since February which is to relocate the critical services to a less vulnerable site.

Councilor Baldwin:  I think the difference though is that you also asked to restart a search for new site for the Lightner center and that not included in this.

Councilor Stephenson:  Right and I’ll just take the opportunity to restate our proposal because I think it merits equal discussion.  First of all, in terms of the subcommittee, of course the whole point of that was that we did not have professional expertise in threat assessment in hand when the original site selection and configuration of all our emergency response and coordination into a single high rise both decisions were made.   I think it would still we would need to have that same kind of professional expertise in hand before we make a second decision on alternate sighting and configurations.  You know some folks wanted to turn that into a very complex process and other of us said it could be very simple just ask those threshold questions of the threat consultants already been involved in this project could be much simpler than what is being proposed by staff and their draft RFD.  As it relates to the police and fire headquarters location, current design is envisioned for growth for 25 years on a very tightly configured site.  One of the reasons it is so expensive is because we are building 25 years of growth into a single high rise narrow footprint I would say that there are probably a lot of good reasons to look at other sites that are less vulnerable to them that have room for expansion where we could provide perhaps 10 or 15 years of expansion in the building not have to buy that last 10 to 15 years of extension now that we don’t need now particular in these tight budget times that would allow us to look at spending more of our limited resources on other economic development projects around the city.  Now you would not find a single person on the ah, at the Council table here who doesn’t want to go forward I don’t think with the emergency coordination response functions emergency operation center, emergency call center, traffic control center, IT service center, those items should go to a less vulnerable location that’s what I’m hearing here.  I think bunkering at the bottom of the building would probably be a more expensive rather than a less expensive choice but in terms of the other functions the police and fire headquarters they both been moved into newly renovated spaces and they are doing fine.  Most of the effect of police and fire safety comes from our fire stations and our district stations not from the headquarters units I think if we have limited funds we want to stay in the city for economic development purposes, we have lots of roads, parks, greenways, bike lanes, a whole range of other kind of improvements that will improve the quality of life in the near term for the citizens of Raleigh quite a bit more than building an office building for police and fire.  If we have time on that its not a critical service that needs to be upgraded now they have just been upgraded so I think that its. . . I’m glad you are bringing this back to the table for our discussion, I do believe, I agree with you that we need to move forward but the part that we all agree on which is the emergency response and coordination pieces and we can . . .once again we don’t need to just ah. . . use common sense in whether we are going to put them in a bunker or find another site.  We really do this time around need to have qualified experts in this giving us advice on which way to go with that. .  . .  In terms of the police and fire headquarters I think there are probably numbers of sites in east Raleigh and south Raleigh but within the sort of the downtown region that would be excellent candidates for a scaled back police and fire headquarters if we decide to go forward with that, it wouldn’t require tax increase.  So I think all of these are worthy of continued discussion but ah. . . to say we gonna go ahead and we made this early decision last time that sort of put us in a box, all functions in a glass high rise urban street corner that now we are regretting. . .ah

Councilor Baldwin:  I don’t regret it but ah, I’m trying to come to a compromise

Councilor Stephenson:  well. . ah then I will speak for three of us at least and may be others and now is not the time to say we are gonna stay another stab in the dark at it but we do really need to have people who understand the important threat assessment issues that are related to selection of those critical services.

Mayor Meeker:  Okay, ah, I believe Ms. Baldwin requested some staff work on these two options were you objecting to that, or you are just talking or offering your opinion.

Councilor Stephenson:  No, I’m saying that we should absolutely go forward with that but we shouldn’t do it without having qualified threat assessment professionals advising us on those decisions.

Mayor Meeker:  Okay is there any other comment about Ms. Baldwin’s request
Mayor Pro Tem West:  I’d like to make a comment.  Mr. Stephenson just said that where our public safety folks location is just fine, it may be a matter of who you are talking to and I hear that its not just fine so that’s a matter of opinion.  The site issue, if you go back and look at the history of this, we did look at other sites.  We even looked at some fairly close to downtown so its not starting from new analysis of site so that was something that was part of the original search.  I’m of the opinion that the location of the site downtown may be the strength of the site.  There is some synergy field operation and I’m heard many people comment on that.  The trade offs in terms of every thing you do, you will not find a perfect site, you will not find the perfect environment.  What I would challenge us to do is try to look at some kind of parallel path that we can get toward a solution.  There are always is going to be some negatives in everything that we do

Councilor Odom:  I would like to thank Ms. Baldwin for bringing this fire ball back up because I think we do need to do something (laughter).  I also want to make sure that all sites are on the table as far as I am concern including the building that is right next door to us now so we need to look at that as well.  I think that is one of your comments.  I’m in support of what you are trying to do.

Mayor Meeker:  Okay, well if there is no objection then Mr. Manager I think we have given direction on that.  In terms I do agree that the Council needs to make a decision that has been before us for 4 months.  I have tried to talk to a number of people that possible options and I have not gotten as far as l’d like and I think Ms. Baldwin’s proposal is leading us in the right direction.  Okay anything else?

Councilor Baldwin:  No I think everybody just said thankfully no.

Mayor Pro Tem West:  No I don’t have anything

City Manager Allen:  Okay I could just talk on Mr. Stephenson’s comments were very different than Ms. Baldwin’s as far as staff direction is concern.  So I just want to make sure that Council is approving what Ms. Baldwin recommended we look at and bringing it back into June 18 the second meeting in June it will be a very, very cursory review and you know again I can. . .remember that that will also cost you . . . . .

Councilor Baldwin:  I will challenge you in the staff and also our designers in our construction manager at risk to try to do the best you can under the tight deadline.

City Manager Allen:  . . right, and I just want to make sure that the Council is authorizing us to then pay them or you are asking us to stop all of their work we would have to compensate them for their work on this project and then we could move forward to these other options.

Mayor Meeker:  We understand that. . . 

City Attorney McCormick:  I want to be sure everybody understands that they cannot do this work until we have an appropriate contract to describe the work that you want done.

Councilor Crowder:  yeah, it sounds like Councilor Odom and it may be five votes here but if we want to analyze this I stand with Mr. Stephenson, Councilor Stephenson here but we need to do this in the appropriate matter and that means the first thing you do look at is, you have a threat assessment consultant look at these issues and if we don’t do that I think we are wasting money.

Mayor Meeker:  Let me just respond.  The first thing you do is you find out what the client wants and that is, our client, which is the police/fire and emergency communication want a facility together in a central location where they can all work together efficiently.  You see you start there, and then secondly you then design a building that is appropriate in terms of security and you don’t do it the other way around and that is what the architects and the design professionals is about, the client determines what the work program is and where you going to do it and you design around that.

Councilor Crowder:  Well, we are a part of that client Mr. Mayor and we also have a budget and its not just want your employees have or want in a situation.  We have a budget, we have a fiduciary responsibility to the tax payers and we also have to protect our public and not put ah, or the public but our first responders and do what we think is the right approach to go based on the investigations of us as Councilors have gone through and looked at this.  This is not just hop hazard in what we are recommending here and you know we’re , you know ah, of having a threat assessment and in fact that came from the designers themselves, they brought in a threat assessment because they knew that that needed to take place Mr. Mayor.  That was something that should have happened though earlier, it did not happen and we should have a threat assessment advisory advisor on the fact of looking at this site and not just do it arbitrary.

Mayor Meeker:  Mr. Crowder the threat assessment is done based on the design of the work program to see what it’s gonna do and that is the . . . time that

Councilor Odom:  Can I ah,

Mayor Meeker:  Let me finish.  It sounds to me like the Council is not giving clear instructions to the City Manager so I think we need a motion ah, if there is one to be approved by the majority is tell the Manager what to do because he is getting conflicting messages here around the table

Mayor Meeker:  Mr. Stephenson go ahead

Councilor Stephenson:  Well, I appreciate what you are saying about you set the program but during the course of this project we have had a lot of discussions about whether the proposed design really was in the best interest of the city and a lot of research was done in precedents, about 25 were brought back by our architectural consultant and 21 of those were not high rise buildings and of the four that were given to us as high rise buildings, one that we are supposedly, one of two best precedents in the country was a large concrete bunker 18” of reinforced concrete are remote site not a precedent towards the proposed glass box on an urban street corner.  Another one that was brought forward as a high rise is Fire Station 10 in Seattle is in fact a two story building.  You can go to goggle maps and look at the street view and you can see the building there you don’t have to ask anyone else.  Ah, there were two others that I researched one of them which is still in design in San Francisco I have spoken with architects it does not contain any critical services, it is a 6-story building but it wraps around the historic fire station building that is going to be converted into a community center.  No critical services in that building.  If these are the precedents for us putting all of our critical services on the top of a 14 -17 story glass high rise building on an urban street corner, I don’t think the City Council is really paying much attention to the facts.  

Councilor Baldwin:  Ah, Mr. Mayor did you want a motion

Mayor Meeker: . . . yeah why don’t we have a motion.

Councilor Baldwin:  Okay, ah I’m going to make a motion that we ask our or we contract with our current designer and construction manager at risk to look at re-configuring the Lightner building using two options, one would be bunkering the 911 Call Center.  The second would be looking for a new site for the 911 Call Center.  As part of that they would get with our staff or meet with our staff to determine some programming and reconfiguration of what would now not be a public safety center but police and fire headquarters and as part of that option that we not do anything that would include a tax or fee increase

Mayor Meeker:  Is there a second that motion

Councilor Crowder:  Can we separate this here as the site and the bunkering because the bunkering issue is going to be just as expensive when you put a building over the top of it because they don’t recommend it being beside or adjacent a high rise that could progressively collapse and that is from the DOD regs

Councilor Baldwin:  I’d still like to have. . . 

Councilor Crowder:  So I would like to separate those two votes please

Mayor Meeker:  Okay well there is the motion is there a second

Mayor Pro Tem West:   I second it

Mayor Meeker:  Okay.  Discussion on the motion

Mayor Meeker:  Okay the discussion on the motion.  Mr. Crowder requests that it be separate do you agree to that

Councilor Baldwin:  No

Mayor Meeker:  Okay, Mr. Gaylord

Councilor Gaylord:  I just want to restate that I agree with Councilor Stephenson and Crowder on the outstanding issues that need to be solved before we take any next steps.  I still believe that preserving our mid century modern architectural history is valuable I still feel that the appropriate use for that corner is with an active public use and I still believe that the greenest building is the one this already built and so to accommodate the mission statement of the City of Raleigh which indicates a desire for sustainability that building should be preserved.  Since neither of these courses of action allow for that, I am not going to be in support of this.

Mayor Meeker:  are there additional comment?

Councilor Stephenson:  I’ve had several councilors come to me with the impression that there was no way financially feasible to rehab the 110 South McDowell Building that’s there now.  I just relate a phone call that I got from the owner of a high rise building in downtown Raleigh, unsolicited, saying he has done a performa saying and he really believe that it is possible to rehab that building potentially with historic preservation tax credits like they are using on the new contemporary Art Museum for Class A office space and so this is unsolicited information from someone who is really in the business that there are viable economical alternatives for the rehabbing and use of this building on this site.

Mayor Meeker:  Yes, Mr. Odom

Councilor Odom:  Can we ask for a threat assessment when would be the time we do the threat assessment?

Councilor Crowder:  We just suggested in this site selection they did an assessment after the fact

Councilor Crowder:   I’m talking about now don’t worry about 17 story building we not talking about building we talking about something different

(inaudible)

. . .are we talking about a threat assessment on what they bring back to us

Mayor Meeker:  Why don’t we include that the consultants check with the threat assessment person to get their comments about this because 

Councilor Odom:  Okay, that’s fair enough but let me 

(inaudible)

Councilor Baldwin:  Is that a friendly amendment

Mayor Meeker:  Yes

Councilor Baldwin:  Accepted.  Thank you

Councilor Odom:  another question is I’m assuming that there are councilors that just don’t want it next door is that correct?

Councilor Stephenson:  I disagree with that entirely and I have said to everyone whose asked me from the very beginning if we had an independent threat assessment that says putting all the functions together in a high rise on an urban street corner is the right thing to do I would be fine with that.  But the problem I have with this motion is that once again in the previous the current design the threat assessment was done after the main decisions about site selection and vertical organization functions was done.  We are going half way back now we say we gonna make half the decisions and they were going to bring the threat assessments, we need to do the threat assessments before we start making these fund balance decisions or we are just undoing

(inaudible)

Councilor Odom:  Okay, if you have not made a decision what you ought to assess?

Councilor Stephenson:  Well the first thing you do is, you say okay here is the program, you wanna house these functions okay you got a range of sites where do we do it so that the most important the most vulnerable ones can be most protective at the least cost and that would be the critical services so here is how you deal with those, say police and fire headquarters okay will they have their own function requirements you know, lets look for a site for them where that can be done most effectively and then you go from there.

Councilor Crowder:  Call for the question.

(inaudible)

Councilor Odom:  for Ms. Baldwin’s motion. . . . .we are just not moving anywhere we need to at least talk
Mayor Meeker:  additional comments, okay all in favor of the motion say “aye”

(aye)

City Clerk:  Let me read the motion. . . .that we contract with the current designer and construction manager at risk that after checking with a qualified threat assessor that they reconfigure the Lightner building using two approaches first bunkering the 911 Call Center, second, looking for a new site for 911.  This should all be done and a part of the option should be that it could be done without a tax increase.

Councilor Baldwin:  not could be, would be

Councilor Stephenson:  Can I ask for clarification ah, in terms of 911 Call Center, I mean that is one of several critical services in this building and we only gonna put the one part of the critical services underground or are we going to put all of them?

Councilor Baldwin:  What I’ve asked is for the staff to work with the team the design team and that would be part of what their recommendations would be.

Councilor Stephenson:  So not just bunkering the 911 Call Center but any other parts that they think should be bunkered

Mayor Meeker:  I think we will

Councilor Baldwin:  Anything else they think 

Mayor Meeker:  Okay, all in favor of the motion as read by the Clerk say “aye” (Baldwin, Meeker, West, McFarlane, Odom); all oppose; (Stephenson, Gaylord, Crowder)

Councilor Crowder:  . . .and I would like to clarify why I’m saying no.  Let me clarify why I’m saying no, I think if we were looking at an alternative site for 911 I would be fine but I think the issue of trying to also spending money to look at just bunkering the 911 center that we are going to end up with the same amount of expense because of what you have to do to fortify that structure.

Councilor Baldwin:   . . . . I don’t , . . I don’t disagreement with that

Councilor Crowder:  Can I finish out my statement please.  If we were looking at like Councilor Stephenson and I were suggesting looking at the critical facilities and putting them off site, I would be extremely supportive of looking at that alternative and I would even be supportive of looking at new facilities because I think if you did analyze that site you could preserve that existing building and as I understand that building is designed to accommodate additional floors and its enough room to may be even accommodate the police on the current Lightner site but I think we need to look not just narrow how we look at this solution and that’s the problem.  A solution was predicated in the very beginning by staff of what they wanted to see take place and that ended up being an extremely costly and I think not as safe a solution as we could come up with if we truly look at as many alternatives on the table.

Mayor Meeker:  Okay let me just note for the record Mr. Crowder there were staff recommendations but there were Council votes repeatedly by Council.

Councilor Crowder:  I understand

Mayor Meeker:  Okay any further discussions will be taken.  Anything else Ms. Baldwin?

Councilor Baldwin:  No

AMPHITHEATRE NAMING RIGHTS – CLOSED SESSION VOTE CONFIRMED
Mayor Meeker indicated the City entered a closed session a couple of weeks ago and discussed the naming rights for the downtown amphitheatre and authorized the City Attorney to tell the ABC Board that the City of Raleigh does not oppose having a beer company name on the new amphitheatre.  He stated it was discussed in the context of Bud Light.  He pointed out all of that is public information now and he would request that the City Council confirm the vote in public.  Since it is a public matter now any future activities concerning the issue would be done in open session.  Mayor Meeker moved that the City Council confirm that it authorized the City Attorney to advise the ABC Board that the City Council of the City of Raleigh finds it acceptable to have a beer company or beer name on the downtown amphitheatre.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin.

Mr. Odom pointed out this is not a contract just a naming issue.  Mayor Meeker pointed out that is correct.  We were talking about it in the context of one beer company but in theory it could be another.

Mr. Crowder stated he would be voting against this as he did in closed session. He pointed out the City has gone to a lot of effort to control signage and billboards in our city in the past and as a government agency, he does not feel that the City should be promoting signage for alcohol beverages.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Crowder who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  

PASSENGER RAIL TASK FORCE – JERRY COHEN ADDED AS MEMBER; ADDITIONAL ISSUES REFERRED

Mayor Meeker pointed out Council members had received an email from Gerry Cohen suggesting that the issue of local bus service and how it interconnects with the new multi-modal center be referred to the Passenger Rail Task Force.  In addition, Mr. Cohen pointed out the Transit Authority had suggested that there be a representative from that authority on the Passenger Rail Task Force.  Mayor Meeker stated he understands Mr. Cohen is a member of the Transit Authority with it being pointed out that is correct.
Mayor Meeker moved that the issue of how local buses serve and interconnect with the new multi-modal transit center and be referred to the Passenger Rail Task Force and that Mr. Cohen be appointed as a representative from the Transit Authority to the Passenger Rail Task Force.  In response to request for clarification from the Clerk, Mayor Meeker pointed out Mr. Cohen would be a regular voting member.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
PRESCRIPTION DRUG DROP OUT PROGRAM – INFORMATION RECEIVED

Ms. McFarlane indicated on Saturday in connection with the Substance Abuse Advisory Commission, there will be a prescription drug drop out program being held at the four local Food Lions-Creedmoor Road, Capital Boulevard, Cross Link Road and Wycliff.  She encouraged everyone to participate pointing out it is a good way to get expired prescription drugs out of the homes and help prevent abuse of prescription drugs and keep them out of our water system.  

BIKE TO WORK WEEK – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mr. Gaylord pointed out it is Bike to Work Week and encouraged everyone to use their bicycle as a mode of transportation to work pointing out he had done so today and offered his bike which is stored in his office to anyone who would like to use it.  The comments were received.
SPEEDING – WATER WORKS AND PENMARC – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Mr. Crowder talked about Water Works and Penmarc Streets which are great additions to the Caraleigh area.  He stated however there seems to be a lot of speeding and asked that it be referred to the Downtown District Police to check the situation.
APPOINTMENTS

APPOINTMENTS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

The City Clerk read the following results from the Ballet vote:

Appearance Commission – One Vacancy – Dean Rains – 4 (Crowder, McFarlane, Stephenson, Baldwin); Robert Taylor – 4 (Meeker, Gaylord, West, Odom)

Civil Service Commission – One Vacancy – Business Representative – no nominees

Fair Housing Hearing Board – One Vacancy – Renee Bethea – 7 (all but Baldwin)

Substance Abuse Advisory Commission – Two Vacancies – no nominees

Renee Bethea will be appointed to the Fair Housing Hearing Board and the other items will be carried over to the next meeting.

NOMINATIONS

ARTS COMMISSION – BRIAN STARKEY’S TERM EXTENDED

It was pointed out the term of Brian Starkey is expiring.  He has served since 2004.  Ms. McFarlane pointed out Mr. Starkey is the Arts Commission’s representative to the Public Arts Committee and everyone would like to have his term extended for one year to complete that assignment and so moved.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMISSION – NOMINATIONS MADE

A letter of resignation has been received from Julie S. Woosley.  Mr. Crowder nominated Salvotore Corbo; Mr. Odom nominated Joseph Johnston; Ms. Baldwin nominated Corey Bates.  The item will be carried over to the next meeting.

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT – VACANCY ANNOUNCED

The term of Lee Van De Carr, Jr. is expiring.  He does not wish to be considered for reappointment.  No nominations were made.

CONVENTION CENTER COMMISSION – O. MORTON CONGLETON REAPPOINTED

The term of O. Morton Congleton is expiring.  He has served since June 2006, has a good attendance record and would like to be considered for reappointment.  Mayor Meeker moved that the Council suspend its rules and reappoint Mr. Congleton by acclamation.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

FAIR HOUSING HEARING BOARD – CAROLOTTA B. DREW – REAPPOINTED

The term of Carolotta B. Drew is expiring.  She is eligible for reappointment, has a good attendance record and would like to be considered for reappointment.  Mr. West moved that the Council suspend its rules and reappoint Ms. Drew by acclamation.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  

HISTORIC DISTRICTS COMMISSION – NOMINATIONS MADE

The terms of Steven M. Cruse, Robert L. Runyans, Jane M. Forde, John Branch, III, and Marni Vinton are expiring.  Ms. Forde would like to be considered for reappointment.  The others do not wish to be considered.  Information with suggestions from the Commission was in the agenda packet.
Ms. Baldwin nominated Ms. Forde for reappointment.  Mr. West nominated Flora Hatley Wadelington.  Mayor Meeker nominated Garland Askew, Lisa Mundt and Scott Shackleton.  Mr. Stephenson also nominated Garland Askew, Lisa Mundt, Scott Shackleton and Ms. Forde and Greg Hatem.  The Mayor questioned if Mr. Hatem had agreed to serve and the City Clerk was asked to contact him and verify his willingness to serve if appointed.  The item will be carried over to the next meeting.
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION – VACANCY ANNOUNCED

The term of Jane Albright is expiring.  She has served since June 2006 but does not wish to be considered for reappointment.  The item will be carried over to the next meeting.
PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD – VACANCY ANNOUNCED

The term of Greg Barley is expiring.  He has served since June 2004 therefore is ineligible for reappointment.  No Nominations were made.

SUBSTANCE ABUSE ADVISORY COMMISSION – KAREN G. KRANBUEHL

The terms of Alber Scott and Karen G. Kranbuehl are expiring.  Mr. Scott is not eligible for reappointment.  Ms. Kranbuehl is eligible, has a good attendance record and would like to be considered for reappointment.  Mayor Meeker moved the Council suspend its rules and reappoint Ms. Kranbuehl by acclamation.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK

MINUTES – MAY 4, 2010 – APPROVED AS PRESENTED

Council members received in their agenda packet copies of the minutes of the May 4, 2010 Council meeting.  Mayor Meeker moved approval as presented.  His motion was seconded by Ms. McFarlane and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

CLOSED SESSION

Mayor Meeker stated a motion is in order to enter closed session pursuant to NCGS143.318.11(a)(3) to consult with the City Attorney and give direction to him regarding two worker compensation cases.  Mayor Meeker moved approval as read.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Council went into closed session at 4:15 p.m.
The Council reconvened an open session at 4:30 p.m.  Mayor Meeker pointed out the City Council had conferred with the City Attorney on two workman’s compensation cases and had given him advice as to how to proceed.

Adjournment.  There being no further business Mayor Meeker announced the meeting adjourned at 4:31 p.m. 

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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