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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 15, 2011 in the City Council Chamber of the Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.




Mayor Charles C. Meeker, Presiding




Mayor Pro Tem Nancy McFarlane




Councilor Mary-Ann Baldwin




Councilor Thomas G. Crowder




Councilor Bonner Gaylord




Councilor John Odom




Councilor Russ Stephenson



Councilor Eugene Weeks

Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Len Capristo, Eckankar.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilor John Odom.

The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS

CERTIFICATES OF APPOINTMENTS – PRESENTATIONS MADE
Mayor Meeker explained the Certificate of Appointment presentation and presented a certificate to Thomas Moore who was recently appointed to the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board and Regina Price who was recently appointed to the Raleigh Transit Authority.

BOND COMMITTEE – CERTIFICATES PRESENTED

Mayor Meeker stated this is a celebration of sorts and talked about the recent passing of the housing and transportation bonds.  He stated both bonds passed by roughly a 2-1 margin pointing out prior to the referendum; some people were concerned given the state of the economy.  He stated the passage recognizes the commitment that our citizens have and stated a special thanks of appreciation should go to the citizens who invested in the community.  

Mayor Meeker introduced Sig Hutchinson, Chair of the Bond Committee.  Mr. Hutchinson expressed appreciation to the citizens of this great city and the leadership of the Mayor and City Council in this and other issues.  He presented Certificates of Appreciation to the following members:  Timur Ender, Sally Haile, Les Seitz, Dora King-Morgan, Randall K. Stagner, Jeff Merritt, Natalie Perkins, Calvin Campbell, Rodger Koopman, Richard Adams, Steve Mason, Jim Quinn and Carly Ruff.

Mayor Meeker presented Mr. Hutchinson with a framed copy of the poster promoting passage of the bond issue.  He stated it was a job well done and expressed appreciation to all involved.  

ARTS – APPRECIATION EXPRESSED
Sara Powers, Chairperson of the Arts Commission and others, were present and presented the Mayor with a framed print of Art on the Move.  She expressed appreciation to the Mayor for all of his support to the arts during his tenure.
ENDING HOMELESSNESS – PHOTO PRESENTED

Ruth Peebles and another representative of Raleigh/Wake Ending Homelessness were present with Ms. Peebles expressing appreciation to the Mayor for all of his help in ending homelessness in the City of Raleigh.  The gentleman presented the Mayor with a framed print drawn by one of the families in the Support Circle pointing out that family was homeless and were sponsored by Edenton Street Methodist Church.  The father now has a job, the mother is in school and the family has a home.  He expressed appreciation to the Mayor for all of his support to the Ending Homelessness program
MAYOR MEEKER – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mayor Elect Nancy McFarlane came to the podium and expressed thanks to Mayor Meeker and presented him with a plaque from the City of Raleigh which acknowledges with gratitude the decade of committed service as Mayor of Raleigh from 2001 to 2011.  Mayor Meeker received a standing ovation.  Mayor Elect McFarlane stated Mayor Meeker is going to be spending more and more time at Parker Poe and stated the last time she was in his office over there she noticed something and presented the chair that our Mayor sits in at his private firm pointing out it is duct taped together.  She stated we have always known how frugal Charles is and because he will be spending so much more time there, she thought he should have a comfortable chair to sit in and Mr. McFarlane rolled in a new chair.

Mayor Meeker thanked everyone noting Mayor Elect McFarlane noticed how stingy he is and stated the new chair will be very very useful.  

MAYOR MEEKER – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker thanked those responsible for organizing the Veterans Day ceremony at Compiegne Park explaining it was a beautiful day and the event was at 11:11 on 11-11-11 stating it was a moving ceremony.  
Mayor Meeker thanked those who attended the Neuse River Greenway opening that is a milestone for this Council and our community.  
Mayor Meeker stated last week, the North Carolina Sustainability Association was in Raleigh and presented him with a plaque stating although it had his name on it, it belongs to the City for all the work done in that area in particular Julian Prosser and Paula Thomas for their efforts. 
Mayor Meeker stated yesterday the City received four acres of land and house from the Mary Joslin and the late William Joslin.  It is a beautiful piece of property and house and going to be a great addition to our park system.  He expressed appreciation to the City Attorney and thanked him and his office for getting that transfer of the property.
CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Meeker presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion.  He stated the vote on the Consent Agenda would be a roll call vote and explained if a Councilor requests discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  Mayor Meeker stated there is an additional street closing in the 400 Block of Fayetteville Street.  He stated in addition he had received a request from Mr. Weeks to withdraw the item relative to tree work and debris cleaning in historic cemeteries and a request from Mr. Gaylord to withdraw the personnel change – Parks and Recreation.  Mr. Crowder moved approval of the Consent Agenda as amended.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  The items on the Consent Agenda were as follows.

E-PROCUREMENT APPLICATION – DIRECTION GIVEN
Consistent with previously communicated IRMC Strategic Planning Process led by the IT Department is a project to implement an E-Procurement advanced application.
An RFP was issued August 15, 2011, for an Enhanced Procurement Software solution that would link to the City’s core PeopleSoft procurement applications in order to achieve the following key objectives:
· Enable access to a robust supplier catalog and negotiated contract network that provides City users access to a marketplace for obtaining lowest priced goods and services.

· Drive user purchasing habits to increase managed spending and contract compliance through use of a purchasing application that is cost directed, but intuitive, efficient and user friendly. 

· Leverage the City’s existing PeopleSoft financial applications to rapidly achieve a targeted return on investment.

In a period of challenging budgets, the addition of an advanced E-Procurement application is designed to realize budget savings through vigorous management of procurement options that will emphasize negotiated pricing contracts and catalogs.  It is a best practice procurement program that has been implemented by leading governmental and non-governmental organizations across the country.  The City’s due diligence included site visits to two major implementers, each of which cited impressive returns on investment as well as improved procurement efficiencies.  Both entities utilize the software in concert with the PeopleSoft ERP system.   Preliminary planning would allow the implementation of this application for use in the upcoming FY 12-13 budget year.
· ESM Solutions

· SkyBridge Global (implementation efforts only), partnering with SciQuest

· SciQuest

An evaluation team comprised of original core team members plus representatives of the larger operating departments of the City concluded that a combination of SkyBridge Global’s implementation services and SciQuest software functionality provides the best solution.  As noted in the back-up memo from the City’s CFO, Skybridge Global has performed a number of implementations of the SciQuest applications within a PeopleSoft environment and is expert at combining the best functionality of both systems in what is termed a “sandwich” model.   SciQuest is headquartered in Cary, North Carolina, and is ranked by the Gartner Group within the top five E-Procurement solution providers.

Because the desired solution involves features of two proposals, further assessment and negotiation will need to be performed to determine the scope of service and costing components.
Recommendation:  Authorize Administration to discuss and negotiate a scope of services with SkyBridge Global and SciQuest which will be brought back to City Council with a final plan and recommendation for next steps, to include final approval of applicable service contracts.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.

AUCTION – 8500 OLD BAUCOM ROAD – APPROVED

The City owns a small parcel of land surrounded by other parcels that are permitted for the application of biosolids at the Neuse River Wastewater Treatment Plant.  The site, located at 8500 Old Baucom Road, currently contains a residential structure that is approximately 60 years old.  Staff proposes to declare the residential structure as surplus property and dispose of the structure at public auction, with the highest bidder being responsible for removal of the structure from the City’s property.

Recommendation:  Declare the subject structure surplus property and offer it for sale through public auction.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 482.
ANNEXATION PETITION - CREST AT BRIER CREEK – REFERRED TO CITY CLERK TO CHECK SUFFICIENCY AND SCHEDULE PUBLIC HEARING

The agenda included a petition for annexation of property known as Crest at Brier Creek right-of-way.  The petitioner is Kyle Corkum, Landquest Legacy of NC.

Recommendation:  Acknowledge the annexation petition and request the City Clerk to check its sufficiency pursuant to State Statutes and if found sufficient advertise for public hearing on December 6, 2011.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.
ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE – CREATION OF OFFICES AND DEPARTMENTS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

At the November 1, 2011, meeting Council adopted an ordinance to reinstate the City Planning and Inspections Departments to Section 1-3001, Part 1 of the City’s Code of General Ordinances.  This additional amendment is to shorten the title of the “Chief Planning and Development Officer” by removing the word “Economic” in front of “Development.”
Recommendation:  Adopt the ordinance amendment.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 967.

PARADE ROUTES – VARIOUS – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

The agenda presented the following request for parade routes:

219 West Edenton Street

Olga Salas, representing Sacred Heart Cathedral, requests to hold a religious walk on Sunday, December 11, 2011, from 2:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m.
Optimist Park Vicinity

Victor Zavala, representing Saint Raphael Catholic Church, requests to hold a religious walk on Sunday, December 11, 2011, from 9:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m.
Vardaman Road Vicinity
Rick Herrera, representing Saint Joseph Catholic Church, requests to hold a parade on Sunday, December 11, 2011, from 7:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m.
Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions noted on the reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.  
ROAD RACE – RUN FOR THE OAKS – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

The agenda outlined a request for the Run for the Oaks road race in the 200 and 300 blocks of South Person Street and the 200 block of East Martin Street.  The request was received from Kira Stewart, City of Raleigh Parks and Recreation Department, and the proposed race is scheduled for Saturday, March 10, 2012 from 8:30 a.m. until 11:00 p.m.

Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.

STREET CLOSINGS – TEMPORARY EVENTS AND DATES – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

The agenda presented the following request for temporary street closings.

200 Block of East Davie Street

Beth Berngartt, representing Artspace, requests to encumber some parking spaces on Friday, November 18, 2011 at 6:00 a.m. until Saturday, November 19, 2011 at 8:00 p.m.
200 Blocks of East North Street

Andrew Martin, representing Drawbridge Media, requests a street closure on Saturday, November 19, 2011 and Sunday, November 20, 2011 from 7:00 a.m. until 5:30 p.m. for movie filming.
00 Block of Edenton Street

Dianna Mauney, representing State Capital Division of State Historic Sites, requests a street closure on Thursday, December 8, 2011 from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. for the Governor’s Tree Lighting.

200 Block of Franklin Street

Ms. Kristine Ashwood, representing the Raleigh City Farm Festival, is requesting permission to close a roadway to facilitate activities surrounding the opening of a community garden on Saturday, November 26, 2011 from 10:30 am until 3:30 pm.

Ileagnes Road from Tryon to the first alley north of the intersection of Olympia Drive and Olympia Drive from the first alley west of the intersection of Ileagnes to the east end of the clubhouse property
Mr. Kem Ard, with Wakefield Development Company and the Renaissance Park Homeowners Association, is requesting permission to close some roadways within Renaissance Park to facilitate a planned Toys for Little Troops Day with all donated toys benefitting the families of military personnel on Saturday, December 3, 2011 from 8:00 am until 4:00 pm.
400 Block of Fayetteville Street

Barrett King, Scvngr, requests permission to close a portion of the 400 Block of Fayetteville Street from Davie to the south end of the City Plaza on Sunday, November 20, 2011 from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  He also requested permission to have amplified sound within the enclosure during the event.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on the reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.
TEXT CHANGE – PLANNING COMMISSION VOTE – AUTHORIZED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

The Department of City Planning is requesting authorization of a proposed text change for public hearing.  In follow up to the Council action on TC-7-11, which reduces the Planning Commission membership from 12 members to 10 members, it is requested that the number of Planning Commission members required to approve a Certified Action be proportionately reduced from 8 members voting in support of the motion to a vote of 2/3rds of the membership.  The net effect of this change will require 7 votes in support of the motion for the case to be approved.  Less than 7 affirmative votes will result in the requirement of an evidentiary hearing before the City Council.

Recommendation:  Authorize this text change for Public Hearing at the January 17, 2012, Joint City Council and Planning Commission Zoning Hearing.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.

GRANT – NCDENR/RECREATIONAL TRAIL PROGRAM – ACCEPTANCE AUTHORIZED

The Parks and Recreation Department requests authorization to accept a 2011-2012 Recreation Trail Program (RTP) grant in the amount of $75,000 from the NC Department of Environment and Natural Resources (NCDENR).  These funds will be utilized to assist in the design and construction of the first phase of a single-track trail network at Forest Ridge Park.  City matching funds of $18,750 is required.  Funds for the City Match are available in the Forest Ridge Park Bond project, account 636-6210-790010-975-CIP03-87430000, and will be transferred administratively.
The following accounts should be increased by:

Revenue Account:
636-6210-513170-975-GRT03-87430010
State Grants
$75,000

Expense Accounts:

636-6210-792010-975-GRT03-87430010
Design/Planning Contracts
     7,500

636-6210-792020-975-GRT03-87430010
General Construction Contracts
  67,500



$75,000

Recommendation:  Accept the grant from the NCDENR, approve the budget amendment, and authorize the City Manager to execute NCDENR Contract No. 4150.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 968 TF 173.
URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE TASK FORCE #8 GRANT – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

The following accounts should be increased by:
Revenue Account:

810-4210-513170-987-GRT00-70420030
State Grants
$100,000

Expense Account:

810-4210-701010-987-GRT00-70420030
Operational & Maintenance Supplies
$100,000

Purpose:  To accept and establish a grant that provides funding to conduct Basic Structural Collapse training for the North Carolina Urban Search and Rescue Task Force #8. The North Carolina Department of Crime Control and Public Safety, Division of Emergency Management is reimbursing the City for the entire training cost. No matching funds required.

Urban Search and Rescue Task Force #8 Grant (Rescinded)

The following accounts should be decreased by:
Revenue Account:

810-4210-513170-987-GRT00-70420010
State Grants
$70,000

Expense Account:

810-4210-701010-987-GRT00-70420010
Operational & Maintenance Supplies
$70,000

Purpose:  To un-appropriate previously awarded grant funding.  This grant was rescinded by the North Carolina Department of Crime Control and Public Safety, Division of Emergency Management, due to low enrollment in the training class.

Recommendation:  Approval as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 968 TF 173.
EASEMENT – 20 & 21 ANDERSON POINT DRIVE – APPROVED

A request has been received from Progress Energy for an easement on City owned property located at 20 & 21 Anderson Point Drive for the purpose of locating temporary electrical facilities on the site for a construction trailer to be located on City property during the construction of the Lower Neuse Greenway Trail.  The Parks and Recreation Department is the maintenance manager of this property and is in agreement with the easement request by Progress Energy.  A report was included in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve the easement request.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.
EASEMENT – 3301 HILL STREET – APPROVED

A request has been received from Progress Energy for an easement on City owned property located at 3301 Hill Street for the purpose of locating electrical facilities on the site for new construction of the Hill Street Neighborhood Park.  The Parks and Recreation Department is the maintenance manager of this property and is in agreement with the easement request by Progress Energy.  A report was included in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve the easement request.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.

CHAVIS PARK COMMUNITY CONVERSATION – STAFF AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE CONTRACT FOR SUBMISSION TO CITY COUNCIL

In October, 2009, Council agreed to move forward with a plan to relocate the Chavis Park Carousel within Chavis Park.  As part of further discussions Council also agreed to proceed with a consultant-led, collaborative discussion with the Chavis community.  The goal of the planned Chavis Park Community Conversations is to reach consensus on shared interests, identify options for additional amenities and improvements to the park, and develop a mutual understanding and respect of both the history and the future of the park and the role of the park in the community.  Staff distributed a Request for Qualifications (RFQ), ranked the submittals and interviewed the top scoring firms, Skeo Solutions and Planning Communities.  The RFQ document and excerpts from Council minutes was included in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Authorize staff to negotiate a contract for the Chavis Park Community Conversations with Skeo Solutions (Charlottesville, VA) to include a Situation Assessment, Process Design, and Project Implementation.  The negotiated scope for the contract will be brought back to City Council for approval.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.

JOHNSON COUNTY SERVICE AREA AGREEMENT – AMENDMENT #3 – APPROVED
William B. and Cynthia H. Griner, located at 7501 Rock Service Station Road in Wake County, have experienced problems with their well and have requested water service from Johnston County.  The property is located in southern Wake County near the Wake/Johnston County line and within the Garner Long Range Urban Service Area.  Johnston County owns a water main along the frontage of the property and has agreed to provide service.  There are currently no plans to extend a water main from the Raleigh system to this area.  Garner has notified staff that there are no objections to allowing the property to be served by Johnston County.  Raleigh currently has a service area agreement with Johnston County that allows water service to be provided by Johnston County in Garner’s Long Range Urban Service Area in southern Wake County.  Amendment #3 to the Johnston County Service Area Agreement adds the Griner property to the list of properties that can be provided water service by Johnston County.

Recommendation:  Approve Amendment #3 to the Johnston County Service Area Agreement.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.

PERSONNEL – PUBLIC UTILITIES RECLASSIFICATION – APROVED

The Public Utilities Department requests the reclassification of three vacant Water Meter Mechanic positions (Code 4361; PG 26; Pos 3670, 3696 and 5595) to Environmental Monitoring Technician (Code 1054; PG 30).  These reclassifications are due to changes in staffing levels within the Cross Connection Program and the need to have staff that will be able to perform more duties associated with testing backflow devices, conducting site surveys, maintaining a data base and responding to customer concerns.  Staff is also requesting the upgrade of the Cross Connection Coordinator position, (Code 4392; PG 33; Pos 3489) to Pay Grade 34 due to the duties and responsibilities and a market review of position duties.  The Personnel Department has reviewed these requests and concurs with the reclassifications of these positions.  Funds are available in the divisional salaries account for the remainder of the current fiscal year.
Recommendation:  Approve the reclassifications.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.

PERSONNEL – REORGANIZATION RELATING TO PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT – VARIOUS ACTIONS APPROVED

Due to the continuing reorganization in Planning and Economic Development Department there is a need to transfer the following positions:
Transfers from the Office of Development Services:

Development Services Manager


(Code 0491, Pos 1257, PG 43)

Assistant Development Services Manager

(Code 0493, Pos 1336, PG 42)

DS Record Systems Manager (Vacant)

(Code 0481, Pos 1376, PG 35)

DS Record Systems Technician (3)

(Code 0006, Pos 2262, 2263, 5951, PG 26)

Business Process Analyst



(Code 0108, Pos 3924, PG 34)

Senior Business Process Analyst


(Code 0111, Pos 5287, PG 36)

Administrative Support Specialist


(Code 0010, Pos 1416, PG 27)

Recommendation:  Approve the position transfers and the budgetary transfer listed below:

Transferred From:
100-1062-600010-101
Salary
$562,160

100-1062-620010-101
Retirement
    42,162

100-1062-620020-101
Supplemental Retirement
    11,243

100-1062-620050-101
Social Security
    34,854

100-1062-620060-101
Medicare
      8,151

100-1062-625010-101
Health Insurance
    85,320

100-1062-625020-101
Dental Insurance
      4,725

100-1062-625030-101
Group Life Insurance
         506


$749,121

Transferred To:

100-2410-600010-201
Salary
$562,160

100-2410-620010-201
Retirement
    42,162

100-2410-620020-201
Supplemental Retirement
     11,243

100-2410-620050-201
Social Security
     34,854

100-2410-620060-201
Medicare
       8,151

100-2410-625010-201
Health Insurance
     85,320

100-2410-625020-201
Dental Insurance
       4,725
100-2410-625030-201
Group Life Insurance
         506



$749,121

Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 968 TF 173.
STREET CLOSING – 9-11 – FRIENDLY DRIVE – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

Isabel Mattox, agent for Courtland Apartments, LLC (Petitioner), is petitioning to close portions of the right-of-way known as Friendly Drive, located south of Hillsborough Street.
Recommendation:  Adopt the resolution authorizing a public hearing to be held on January 3, 2012.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 483.
BUDGET AMENDMENT – PLANNING DEPARTMENT – APPROVED

The agenda presented a budget amendment in the amount of $21,400 in the Planning Department to appropriate funding received in the prior fiscal year from Wake County for Administrative Responsibility for the historic landmarks located within the City of Raleigh.  The agenda outlined the revenue and expenditure accounts involved in the recommended budget amendment.

Recommendation:  Approval of the Budget Amendment as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 968 TF 173.

CONDEMNATION – ALLEGHANY DRIVE – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Efforts have, thus far, been unsuccessful in reaching a negotiated settlement with the following property owner(s) for easement(s) needed for the Alleghany Drive Road Improvements Project.  In order to keep this project moving forward, staff recommends that City Council authorize condemnation of all necessary right-of-way and other easements needed from this property for the Alleghany Drive Road Improvements Project.

Project Name:
Alleghany Drive Road Improvements Project

Property Owner:
William T. Barker and Carol C. Barker

Property Address:
331 Yadkin Drive

Recommendation:  Approve the condemnation request.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 484.
TRANSFER – PARKS AND RECREATION – ADOPTED

The agenda presented a transfer in the amount of $75,000 to establish funding for needed research, analysis and planning for the proposed Joslin Gardens.  The agenda outlined the code accounts involved.
Recommendation:  Approval of the transfer as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 968 TF 173.

E.M. JOHNSON WATER TREATMENT PLANT – WASTE LAGOON CLEANOUT PROJECT – BID AWARDED TO JAY CASHMAN, INC.

Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, bids were received and publicly opened on October 18, 2011, for the E.M. Johnson Water Treatment Plant Waste Lagoon Cleanout Project.  Jay Cashman, Inc., submitted the lowest lump sum bid in the amount of $2,245,000.  Jay Cashman, Inc., submitted a 1.25% SDMWOB participation plan.
Recommendation:  Approve the low bid of Jay Cashman, Inc., in the amount of $2,245,000 (transfer to be handled administratively).  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.

FARM BILL POLICY – DIRECTION GIVEN TO PROVIDE LETTER OF SUPPORT

Drinking water resources are critical to both the health and future of our community.  Like many drinking water sources throughout the country, the City of Raleigh reservoirs have been negatively impacted by excessive nutrient loading from surrounding areas, of which many are working agricultural operations.  The American Water Works Association (AWWA) has partnered with numerous municipal and environmental organizations to create a set of recommendations for the next federal Farm Bill which are intended to significantly reduce nutrient contributions from agricultural operations.  The recommendations identify three areas for modification: focusing all federal agricultural conservation programs specifically on nutrient reduction, directly linking federal crop insurance programs to nutrient reduction practices, and creating robust water quality monitoring programs so that reductions can be properly quantified.  It is believed this approach will help shape Federal policy and provide resources for the agricultural community to address the important issue of excessive nutrient runoff.  In recognition of mutual goals of the City and the AWWA, it is requested that City Council endorse the recommendations stated above.
Recommendation:  Approve the staff recommendation and direct the City Manager to provide a letter of support to the AWWA.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.

TRAFFIC – SPEED LIMIT REDUCTION ON TOWNFIELD DRIVE – APPROVED

It is recommended that the speed limit on Townfield Drive be reduced from 35 mph to 25 mph.  The street is classified as a residential street and is constructed to typical residential street standards.  This request meets the requirements of the adopted Neighborhood Traffic Management Program.  A signed petition has been received by staff representing at least 75% of the residents or property owners along the street in support of this speed reduction request.

Recommendation:  Approve and amend Traffic Schedule below.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 969.

END OF CONSENT AGENDA

CEMETERIES – TREE WORK AND DEBRIS CLEANING – ADMINISTRATION TO AUTHORIZE AND EXECUTE CONTRACT

The Parks and Recreation Department has received three proposals to provide tree work and debris load and haul services in the City’s three historic cemeteries (O’Rourke-Catholic Cemetery, City Cemetery and Mt. Hope Cemetery) which were significantly damaged from the April 16, 2011, tornado event.  Work in all cemeteries is anticipated to be complete approximately 30 days (5 work weeks) following execution of a contract.

Three (3) proposals were received and have been evaluated.  The firms are listed in priority order:
· ArborMax Tree Service

· Phillips and Jordan, Inc.

· Asplundh Tree Expert Company

Funding is available in the Disaster Recovery Fund and will be transferred administratively.  Reimbursement will also be applied for from FEMA.
Recommendation:  Authorize administration to negotiate and execute a contract for tree work and debris load and haul services in the City’s three historic cemeteries with the firms in the recommended order, beginning with ArborMax Tree Service.
Mr. Weeks stated he withdrew this from the Consent Agenda pointing out he wanted to commend staff for moving ahead and talked about the importance of this work and seeing three proposals.  Mr. Stephenson pointed out there was a large range in the bids with Mr. Gaylord pointing out the City Council received a letter outlining some issues relating to this.  City Manager Allen pointed out there was a large price range and staff went back and talked to the low bidder and totally reviewed the work and ArborMax is prepared to move forward.  City Manager Allen pointed out the Staff did incorporate the concerns of clarifications as outlined in the letter Council received.  Mr. Weeks moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson.  City Manager Allen stated he wanted it clear that the Council is awarding one contract not three.  There would be only one contractor working.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
PERSONNEL – PARKS AND RECREATION – APPROVED – INFORMATION REQUESTED

The Parks and Recreation Department requests the reclassification of position numbers 3707 & 5522 from Recreation Facilities & Program Supervisor III (PG 35; JC 2229) to Recreation Facilities & Program Supervisor II (PG 33; JC 2219).  The goal is to create a chain of command structure at the year round pools as vacancies occur, consistent with the structure developed at the new Buffaloe Road Aquatic Center.  The reclassifications have been reviewed and approved by the City’s Personnel Department.  The budget savings of this request is estimated at $8,000.

Recommendation:  Approve reclassification.

Mr. Gaylord stated he withdrew this from the Consent Agenda and pointed out he is glad to see steps taken that helps reduce our cost.  He stated; however, in the future he would like for the information to include budget impact associated with personnel changes.  He would like to have the total budget impact.  City Manager Allen pointed out we normally include the information on the agenda.  Mr. Gaylord moved approval of the reclassification as outlined with the understanding budget impacts will be included in future personnel changes.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

REZONING Z-21-11 – SOUTH PERSON/SOUTH BLOUNT STREETS – TO BE PLACED ON DECEMBER 6 AGENDA

This is a request to apply Historic Overlay District zoning to properties zoned Residential Business with Downtown Overlay District, Residential Business District, Neighborhood Business, Neighborhood Business with Downtown Overlay District, Business with Downtown Overlay District.

CR-11431 from the Planning Commission recommends approval.

Chairman Butler explained the request and the Planning Commission’s recommendation.  Mr. Weeks asked to defer this item and place it on the December 6 agenda as a special item.  He stated some concerns have been voiced and he would like an opportunity to look into those concerns.  Without objection it was agreed to place the item on the December 6 agenda as a special item.
SPECIAL ITEMS

CAPITAL AREA TRANSIT MANAGEMENT – CONTRACT WITH VEOLIA TRANSPORTATION SERVICES, INC. – APPROVED

During the November 1, 2011, City Council meeting the Consent Agenda presented the following item:
Transit staff received proposals for the management of Capital Area Transit on August 8, 2011.  Seven proposals were distributed to prospective proposers; two proposals were received by the August 8th deadline.  Staff conducted interviews with the two proposers on September 28-29, 2011.
The proposals and interviews were evaluated based upon the announced evaluation criteria described within the RFP.  The proposals and interviews were evaluated in eight areas.  Upon tallying the scores from each proposal, Veolia Transportation Services, Inc. was chosen to continue the contract effective January 1, 2012.
The total cost for the remainder of this fiscal year is $164,592.  Funding is available in Transit's Management Services account, 410-2260-708020-580.
Recommendation:  Approval of Veolia Transportation Services, Inc. contract to provide management services for Capital Area Transit for the next five years.
After discussion of the contract, including the contract term and termination notice requirements, it was directed that the item be placed on this agenda for further consideration.

Mr. Weeks stated he still has some concerns about the length of this proposed contract and exactly what the City is trying to do or proposed.  He stated the contract is too long and made a motion to award the contract for one year and asked Administration to provide a report on the concern of some of the workers about personnel issues, and making sure the contractor is doing what they are suppose to do, etc.  Mayor Meeker stated he feels Mr. Weeks is talking about getting report on how the employees are being managed, customer survey and get recommendations back to the Council as to how to go forward.  He stated he feels we should have at least a two year contract while the evaluation is being done and seconded the motion with that amendment.  Discussion about having some type of customer survey and driver satisfaction and get a couple of options as to how to proceed from that point was suggested by the Mayor.  
Mr. Gaylord pointed out a five year contract locks us in and protects us from any down side risk.  He suggested going with the five year contract but keep in determination provision.  The longer contracts do provide more protection.

City Manager Allen talked about that contract pointing out it is a 3 year contract with two annual renewals.  It does have the cancelation clause which indicates the City has the option of giving a 120 day cancelation notice in each year.  It does protect the City and gives some security and better pricing.  He indicated this contract has nothing to do with the ART program, paratransit, customer satisfaction nor routes and rates.  The employees of the CAT system have collective bargaining, they are not employees of the City, there are union employees and we contract with the management company which handles all of the payroll, human resources, etc.  He again pointed out the employees are not City of Raleigh employees and talked about problems of doing surveys and getting information on personnel problems, concerns, etc.  He again stated this contract has absolutely nothing to do with para transit or the ART program.  
Ms. Baldwin talked about the possibility of doing a customer survey to get some feed back.  City Manager Allen indicated we would have to look at the contract as it relates to surveys of the employees.  He stated we could ask the patrons of the bus system whether they are satisfied with the service they are getting, etc.  Mr. Weeks questioned if we do a performance evaluation after a contract is awarded to make sure we are getting what we thought we were getting.  The City Manager pointed out we do monitor all contractors’ work, etc.  
Transit Administrator David Eatman indicated we do not have a particular form for evaluating contractors but pointed out we monitor all contractors’ work on an on-going basis, there are specific items that are included in a contract and we follow up to make sure those are fulfilled.  He talked about Federal compliance issues and pointed out he just went through an audit with no findings.  Discussion took place with various Council members asking questions for clarification on such things as length of contracts, language in the contract, penalty clauses and the understanding there is no penalty costs for cancelation if the 120-day notice is given, the fact that it is a flat fee contract for general management, maintenance manager and administration of payroll HR, etc. for the 200+ employees.  Other discussions on the exact cost of the contract with it being pointed out it is about $300,000 a year.  
Mr. Gaylord again stated he feels it is a good contract, it is a fixed contract that protects the City, it gives the City the ability to pull out and he feels we should move forward; therefore he would make a motion to approve the contract as recommended by Administration with the understanding staff would come back with information on a ridership survey.  It was pointed out that would be a substitute motion.  His substitute motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder who explained his concerns and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.
The Mayor ruled the substitute motion adopted.  Mr. Eatman talked about recent surveys and where it could be found and stated he would provide any information Council desires.  Ms. McFarlane asked that Council be given information on the evaluation criteria.

REZONING Z-20-11 – FALLS OF NEUSE ROAD – APPROVED WITH AMENDED CONDITIONS
During the November 1, 2011 City Council meeting, the Planning Commission Consent Agenda presented the following item:
This is a request to rezone property from Residential-4 with Urban Reservoir Watershed Protection Overlay District to Office and Institution-1 Conditional Use District with Urban Reservoir Watershed Protection Overlay District.
CR-11430 from the Planning Commission recommends that the proposed rezoning is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan, and recommends approval in accordance with the zoning conditions dated September 9, 2011.
Additional conditions were agreed upon during discussion, and it was directed that the item be placed on this agenda for further consideration.  The agenda packet contains revised conditions dated November 7, 2011.
Mr. Crowder moved approval of the Planning Commission’s recommendation with revised conditions dated November 7, 2011.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 970 ZC 664.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

COMPREHENSIVE ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT – RECEIVED

The Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) of the City has been completed for the fiscal year which ended June 30, 2011.  The CAFR is the City’s official annual report and is prepared by the Finance Department.  It has been audited by the certified public accounting firm of Cherry, Bekaert & Holland, L.L.P., and the firm’s unqualified opinion on the fair presentation of the financial statements is included as part of the CAFR.  The CAFR also includes the auditors report on internal controls and a separate, required, SAS 114 letter which explains the firm’s audit responsibilities and procedures.
The Chief Financial Officer and the City Controller will make a brief presentation.
Recommendation:  Receive the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for the fiscal year which ended June 30, 2011.  

City Manager Allen expressed appreciation to Chief Financial Officer James and his staff for producing what he feels will be another award winning CAFR indicating this will be our 32nd year for an award winning report.  He pointed out the report shows our financial results which remain very good in very difficult times.  We met all of our policies and goals in general fund and our enterprise programs.  He stated in addition, he would give credit to the department directors who managed their budgets through a very difficult time.

Chief Financial Officer James indicated Council members had received a copy of the report pointing out he is very pleased that it is being presented two months earlier than last year and attributed this to utilization of our new ERP financial system and the excellent work of the staff.  He stated the report reflects activities that was still impacted by the national economic problems but remains positive overall, consistent with the AAA/Aaa general credit ratings.  He stated the presentation will provide a summary review of the results of our two larges funds – general fund and utility fund as well as overall comments and prospective on other funds in the City.  He introduced and mentioned those responsible for producing the CAFR including controller’s office and our audit firm and expressed appreciation for all the departments’ assistance during the audit.  He talked about what would be covered in the presentation.
Controller Allison Bradsher explained the layout of the report and went over the various sections.  She indicated she is proud to report that we had an unqualified audit opinion, no current year findings, no current year management letter and the fact that they corrected all prior year findings and management letter comments.  Ms. Bradsher highlighted the government wide net assets, presented charts showing expenses and program revenues for governmental activities, business type activities, general fund and utility operating fund, touched on the actuarial impacted funds highlighting the information on each utilizing a PowerPoint presentation.

Chief Financial Officer James highlighted the following key points:

· General Fund, in a challenging budget environment, met the City’s 14% goal for unassigned fund balance and highest credit rating standards 
· Flat revenues but diligent management of expenses

· AAA credit ratings confirmed by all rating agencies

· Water & Sewer Fund, in a year of change to tiered rates and monthly billing, performed consistently with the utility rate model

· Legal covenants built toward the important objective of 2.0 coverage at the end of FY12 as well as ongoing capacity to meet operating and capital needs within a moderate rate environment
· AAA/Aaa/Aa1 ratings were confirmed during the year

· City is being progressive in meeting the financial needs of its current programs that are linked to future payment requirements
· Risk Management

· OPEB

· Health Benefits

· City’s debt program reflects moderate debt levels and flexible reserves for future capital needs

· General Fund debt service costs <10% of budget

· 73% of City debt is non-governmental related and is paid for by dedicated utility and parking rats as well as inter-local taxes

· City’s investment program reflects safe investment practices complemented by well performing, managed, funds representing capital and pension-like reserves

· Technology systems of the City are providing good return on investment

· ERP efficiencies contributed to completing CAFR 2 months earlier than last year

· New Utility system has enhanced the efficiency of billing and collection processes while providing more customer information and payment options

· One of the strong elements of Raleigh’s AAA credit ratings is our consistent reliance on financial policies and proactive attention to costs which accrue now but are not paid until future periods

· Overall a strong financial position for the City, only tempered by the financial challenges going forward if revenues continue to stay flat

· Difficulty of maintaining the 14% fund balance goal

· Evolving City program needs that would have minimal new resources to fund

Chief Financial Officer James concluded by explaining we had an excess general fund balance of $1,318,485 at June 30, 2011 above our 14% benchmark.  He stated given the continued economic conditions and tight budgets for FY12, administration recommends the excess remain as unassigned fund balance which can be appropriated at a later time if needed.  Mr. James recommended that the Council accept the 211 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report as submitted.
Mr. Crowder expressed appreciation to Chief Financial Officer James, his staff, the City Manager and the department heads for doing such a great job.  Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation for the work of all during difficult financial situations.  Mayor Meeker moved approval as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMISSION

HILLSBOROUGH STREET PILOT EVALUATION PERIOD – EXTENDED

At the October 17, 2011, meeting the Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Commission (BPAC) reviewed the pilot bicycle lane marking project along Hillsborough Street.  The bike lane was installed in August, 2011, between Gardner Street and Enterprise Street as a temporary installation with permission from NCDOT for a 2-6 month evaluation period.  The BPAC also reviewed public comments received by the City over a two-month period and received additional public comment at the meeting regarding the effectiveness of the lane striping.  By a 7-1 vote, the BPAC recommends making a request to NCDOT for the study period to be extended until other nearby bicycle marking projects are in place.  These include bicycle marking projects along Clark Avenue, Oberlin Road, and Faircloth Street, which should be installed in early 2012.
Recommendation:  Endorse the request to extend the pilot evaluation period for bike lane markings along Hillsborough Street and authorize staff to submit the request to the NCDOT.

Eric Lamb explained the request and recommendation.  Mr. Crowder moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC ART AND DESIGN BOARD

PUBLIC ART AND DESIGN BOARD – 2011 – 2012 WORK PLAN – APPROVED

The Vice Chair of the Public Art and Design Board was at the meeting and explained the mission of the Public Art and Design Board is to promote and facilitate the inclusion of art into Raleigh’s public realm by means of an established process that creates connection between artist, partners, and communities for the purpose of enhancing the City’s vitality.  He explained the goals and the focus areas of each of the key goals as follows:
Public Art Leadership – begin implementation City-wide of the City Council approval of public art policy and create process for drafting a public art master plan.  

Public Art projects – Complete the Buffalo Road Aquatic Center public art project; begin the second public art project at the Halifax Park Community Center; approve and move forward with the public art project for Wilders’ Grove facility; and, establish priorities for future public art project as per master plan.

Public Art Advocacy – continue discussions with civic, business and government leaders on the importance of public art in Raleigh; and, investigate garnering public art support with private development.  

Mr. Gaylord expressed appreciation pointing out he feels we have a lot of opportunities for art, mosaics and other art pieces on private property and there are many design students and engineers that may be could work with these projects and help us decorate the city.  There just seems to be a lot of opportunity and he would encourage the board to move in that direction. 
Ms. Baldwin pointed out the Time and Light Tower on Capital Boulevard and she has people asking her all the time exactly what it is or what it means.  She questioned if it has ever been in the discussion about the appropriate place for that with it being pointed out that has not been discussed by the Board but the Board could take it on at City Council’s direction.  Mr. Crowder stated he hopes it will have a new life if we ever do something along that corridor with Ms. Baldwin pointing out may be it needs a better location.  Mayor Meeker stated he feels we should just think about that pointing out there is a lot of history and he does not feel we should get into it at this point.  No further discussion took place.  Ms. McFarlane moved approval of the work plan as presented.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative. The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  

REQUEST AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

WATER BILL – 417 SOUTH BOYLAN AVENUE – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

Gary Hartman presenting Prison Aftercare Christian Ministries, was at the meeting to appeal a water bill at 417 South Boylan Avenue.  He stated their group is in the process of renovating the building at 417 South Boylan Avenue as a traditional home for female ex-offenders.  He explained what is being done and explained they received a water bill the first month around June and July of 2011 for $812.11.  He stated they investigated and found a malfunctioning toilet in a basement storage area and that has since been shut off and capped permanently.  He stated since that time their water bill has been running $65 to $75 per month.  He asked if the Council could consider an adjustment so that they could use that money to apply to the renovations. 
City Manager Allen pointed out the City does have a leak adjustment policy but because of the type of leak, this situation is not eligible.  He stated if the group receives a grant from somewhere that may be a way to address this but at this point, there is no adjustment that Administration can offer because it was a leaking toilet which means the water went into the waste system.

Mayor Meeker stated he has some campaign funds left over and may be he could give several hundred dollars to help and questioned if any other Council members had left over campaign funds.  Ms. McFarlane stated may be she could help.  No further action was taken.

TEXT CHANGE – HOSPITALITY HOUSES – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Mayor Meeker stated he needs to be excused from participation in this matter as a member of his law firm has been involved.  Ms. Baldwin moved the Mayor be excused from participation in this matter.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted and Mayor Pro Tem McFarlane took the Chair.  Mayor Meeker left the table.
Laura Raynor was at the meeting representing Duke University Health System pointing out they are requesting an amendment to Raleigh City Code, Part 10 Planning and Development by adding “Hospitality House” as  listed use on the schedule of permitted land uses and zoning districts.  She stated they have interest in a 4 bedroom/4 bath house that they would like to use as a hospitality house to allow families of patients to reside during the patient’s care.  It would be very similar to a Ronald McDonald House.
City Manager Allen pointed out this would be a text change that would need to go through the public process.  Ms. Baldwin questioned it would be limited to health care or hospital with Ms. Rainer pointing out that is correct.  Ms. Baldwin moved the item be referred to Staff to come back with a proposed text change for consideration of going to public hearing.  Without objection it was agreed to follow that course of action.

LANDLORD ACCOUNTABILITY – CONCERNS – REFERRED TO BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE; ADMINISTRATION TO PROVIDE REPORT ON THE THREE PROPERTIES
Geraldine Alshamy presented the following statement:
My name is Geraldine Aishamy, I live at 2304 Keith Drive in Raleigh NC.  I am advocate and minister for the poor and the oppressed.  There seems to be a societal hate for the poor.  My message is: The rich man’s wealth is in the city, the destruction of the poor is his poverty, and destruction of the soul is for vanity. 

I speak today as a renter in Wake County and I came to ask the council to hold landlords more accountable in keeping up their properties.  I also want to inform you of the problem of homelessness that is increasing becoming an epidemic, ill affecting individuals, communities and this city.  The Salvation Army reports homelessness among families in shelter is up 28% in Wake County.  This does not include the number of families forced to live with family or friends, or who are living in hotels are not counted yet homeless still the same. 

I was homeless for 9 months, not because I wasn’t paying my rent and paying it on time, but in retaliation because the landlord refused to maintain the property. 

I lived in a house at 420 Tanner Drive, belonging to Christian Faith Church; raw sewer ran under that house for 18 months.  When I called the city Inspections I couldn’t get the inspector to come until I called his boss.  When he did come he didn’t do his job because he was friends with one of the property managers.  I was asked to vacate the premises because the landlord didn’t want to make the repairs.  At the time I was employed by an organization in which David Forbes was the president I had not been paid in 4 months, but my rent wasn’t behind.  With no money because he had not paid me where would I go. 

A major cause for family homelessness is lack of affordable housing according the Family Center on Homelessness.  For poor families minor upsets can bring about devastating results.  I was struggling to pay extremely high water bills as a result of living in substantial housing.  The cost of housing continues to increase, yet the economy is in a downward spiral.  Minimum wages has not increased. 

After that I moved in with my daughters on 3122 Six Forks Drive, in a property managed by Danny Coleman and Essic Williams.  The house needed rewiring so the electrical bill was always around six and seven hundred dollars.  The water bill was 700-800 hundred dollars because of needed plumbing repairs and the rent was $1000.00.  After repeatedly reporting these problems, we called the city to do inspections; it was delayed until there was a house fire.  After the fire, the house was found to be uninhabitable, yet the meter was not pulled.  The city inspectors blamed the fire marshal; the fire marshal blamed the city Inspector’s office.  The meter was not pulled so according to Red Cross, we could not get help.  So with no money to rent another house we all became homeless and left owing more than 5000.00 on a falsified claim on a house that was not in compliance with the PROP ordinance. 

After that I moved to 216 Idlewild Avenue.  This summer, one of the hottest summers we have had, my air conditioner went out.  My Landlord, James Stallings had just bought a brand new Cadillac, but when I asked him to replace a $300.00 air conditioner, he told me he couldn’t afford it.  I ask if we could replace the air conditioner and he deduct it from the rent he told me “no” he couldn’t do that.  I could not take a virtual customer service job because the he refused to repair the electrical outlets.  When I insisted he make the repairs so I could work, I was sent a letter to vacate the property.  Still my rent was paid on time every month; I can’t work because you won’t keep up the property. 

Our city is facing a serious crisis of homelessness among children and families.  This problem has no racial, and ethnic and educational boundaries.  We have to move away from our capitalistic reasoning for supporting landlords to victimize tenants and realize homelessness affects the entire community. 

Tenants need to be more informed about their rights.  There should be a functioning housing commission to assist tenants.  Landlords need to be fined more money when they have not kept up property and Inspectors need to be held accountable to do their jobs.  There may possibly be housing resources in the county but they are little assistance due to the high volume of need.  Most tenants don’t know where to go, or the information is not reaching the people who need it. 

The community cannot sustain itself this way.  Now is the time when we need rent control laws and more accountability of landlords.  People are stuck in a vicious cycle of paying the most of their income trying to maintain a roof over our head. 

Ms. Alshamy stated people questioned why she doesn’t just move on but pointed out it takes a lot of money to move.  One of the major causes of family homeliness is lack of affordable housing.  There has been a decrease in housing and questioned why when you pay your rent and do what you are suppose to do, landlords are not required to live up to their responsibility.  She stated she has been blessed she has been able to find a place but she has so many stories that she would like to tell.  Something needs to be done and read a Bible verse about responsibilities.  She stated again she is asking the City to hold landlords more accountable.

Mayor Meeker asked that the staff take a look at the there properties to see if something needs to be done to address those.
Mr. Crowder suggested placing the matter in Budget & Economic Development Committee to get an update on our PROP ordinance and rental registration program and see if changes need to be made.  Mayor Meeker suggested that we get the report as requested and send the item to Budget & Economic Development Committee.

Mr. Weeks questioned how we hold landlords accountable pointing out he hears these concerns every day.  It seem like landlords rights are much more powerful than tenants rights.  City Attorney McCormick indicated landlord tenant issues in North Carolina is a State issue.  The City Council has implemented the PROP program which is the City’s best effort to make sure that people’s property is maintained.  He briefly explained the PROP ordinance and the rental registration program.  He stated under his section of the agenda today there are some amendments to the rental registration program.  Mr. Weeks stated it seems like a lot of people have been impacted and questioned if we have renters’ rights.  City Attorney McCormick indicated the City doesn’t have authority.  There could be some violations of State statutes.  Without further discussion the item was referred to Budget & Economic Development Committee and Administration was asked to provide a report.

SP-47-11 – CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS – VARIANCE REQUEST – PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZED FOR DECEMBER 6

Isabel Worthy Mattox, Esq., representing Corporation of the Presiding Bishop of CPB of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints/Melody H. Winters, would like to request a variance from various requirements of Section 3.6 of the Streets, Sidewalk and Driveway Access Handbook relative to SP-47-11 (construction of a new church facility in North Raleigh).

Isabel Worthy Mattox representing Corporation of the Presiding Bishop of CPB of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints/Melody H. Winters was at the meeting to request a variance from various requirements of Section 3.6 of the Streets, Sidewalk and Driveway Access Handbook relative to SP-47-11.  
Attorney Mattox expressed appreciation to Mayor Meeker for all of his service to the citizens during his tenure.  She feels he has been very fair and accessible.  She stated he has done a great job in keeping the City on track.

Attorney Mattox explained her variance request pointing out they believe the variance is warranted for a number of reasons including the feeling requirements would cause undue burden due to topography; environment and safety issues.  She stated she could explain this in detail but pointed out she is before the Council to ask that this be authorized for quasi judicial public hearing on December 6.  
City Manager Allen pointed out Council had received information from staff.  Mr. Weeks moved approval of the request for the item to go to public hearing.  His motion was seconded by Ms. McFarlane.  

Mr. Stephenson asked about offers of cross access and talked about notification.  Attorney Mattox pointed out they had filed the petition and thought that staff would handle the issue but then they were told they needed to go through the quasi judicial hearing process.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

FOOD TRUCKS – PROPOSED TEXT CHANGE – WITHDRAWN

Attorney Mac Paul, K & L Gates, LLC representing Klausie’s Pizza and Blount/Lenior LLC had requested permission to ask the Council to authorize a text change to allow food trucks in the Downtown Overlay District.  Attorney Paul stated he was at the meeting to ask that the Council take no action as he will withdraw this request and come back at some point.

He talked about the number of properties in the downtown area that are zoned in such a way that food trucks permits are not allowed.   He stated he understands a report will be given to the Council in about 6 months from when the food truck text change was adopted and hopefully it can be resolved at that time.  Ms. Baldwin suggested that this be considered in the six month discussion.

MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

ANNEXATION PETITIONS – VARIOUS – ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTION ADOPTED

A hearing to consider the following petitioned annexations.  If following the hearing the Council wishes to proceed, it would be appropriate to adopt ordinances annexing the properties effective immediately upon adoption and a resolution placing the properties in the appropriate electoral districts.
LOCATION
ELECTORAL DISTRICT
Rex Property
D

Fallsford Townhomes
B

UV2505, LLC
D

Tyson Roe
A

Thales Academy
B

Lot 2 Loch Haven
D

The Mayor opened the hearing on each location.  No one asked to be heard thus the hearings were closed.  Mr. Crowder moved adoption of an ordinance annexing the properties effective immediately and a resolution placing the properties in the appropriate electoral districts.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinances 971, 972, 973, 974, 975, 976 and Resolution 485.
UNFIT DWELLINGS – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the adoption of an ordinance prohibiting occupancy of the unfit dwellings until repaired to comply with the requirements of the Housing Code and pursuant to the provisions of Section 10-6130 of the Code of the City of Raleigh:
	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX 
ID NO.
	TIME LAPSE

	
	
	
	

	1209 Boyer Street
	CRM Mid Atlantic Properties LLC
	0001689
	60 Days

	1601 Poole Road
	CRM Mid Atlantic Properties LLC
	0017094
	60 Days


The Mayor opened the hearing on each location.  No one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Ms. Baldwin moved adoption of an ordinance as outlined.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. McFarlane and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 977.

UNFIT BUILDINGS DEMOLITION – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

This was a hearing to consider adopting an Ordinance authorizing the demolition of the unfit buildings as listed below and pursuant to the provisions of Section 10-6127(d) of the City Code if the repairs necessary to render the dwellings fit for human habitation are not completed within ninety (90) day.
The Mayor opened the hearing on each location.

	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX 
ID NO.
	VACATED 
& CLOSED

	
	
	
	

	8345 Ebenezer Church Road
	RNA Development LLC
	0082765
	May 18, 2010

	2304 Grantland Drive
	Major & Elsie G High
	0030717
	October 4, 2010

	523 Hilltop Drive
	Alma S Hinton
Claude R Trotter, Jr.
	0045344
	May 26, 2010


Claude Trotter stated he was at the meeting to request that this be removed from the list for demolition.  He stated he is going to try to renovate property but at this point he does not have the money to get the remodeling done.  He stated they have painted outside, got it boarded up and it looks okay.  Mayor Meeker pointed out even if it the ordinance is adopted there would be a 90 day period.  Mr. Trotter stated he needs more time pointing out he has the plans drawn but he needs to get the permit.  Mayor Meeker stated this case has been open about 19 months with Mr. Trotter pointing out it has been being used as a storage facility.  Inspector Robert Spruill pointed out this case started in March of 2010 and gave the history.  He stated he feels they could work with additional time as the property is vacant and closed.  Mayor Meeker questioned if Mr. Trotter could be started within 90 days with Mr. Trotter indicating he could.  Mr. Weeks moved adoption of an ordinance requesting Mr. Trotter to work with the Inspections about the timing.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 978.
	705 North King Charles Road
	George A & Adelaide B Dewey
	0018081
	April 13, 2010

	4108 White Pine Drive
	William Cecil Blackman
	0006376
	August 9, 2010


Bill Blackman indicated the house is in ill repair.  He explained personal illnesses which has caused him much delay.  He stated the house is used as storage and not a dwelling.  It was full of junk.  He stated he was an electrical contractor and a lot of his equipment is in the house.  He stated it will take some $50,000 to renovate and he doesn’t have that much money.  He plans to demolish it but he needs to get it emptied first.  Mayor Meeker questioned if 120 days would be sufficient with Mr. Blackman stating that would help.  The hearing was closed.  Ms. Baldwin moved that Mr. Blackman be granted 120 days.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 979.

Mayor Meeker closed the hearing on the other locations.  Ms. Baldwin moved adoption of the ordinance as requested.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0.  See Ordinance 978.

PUBLIC NUISANCE COST CONFIRMATION – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the adoption of a resolution confirming the charges for the abatement of public nuisances as a lien against the property as listed below:
	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX 
ID NO.
	COST OF ABATEMENT

	
	
	
	

	3301 Ashby Place
	William Michael Teague
	0020917
	$260.00

	2300 Blacklan Circle
	Rogerline Wilson McKenzie
	0011942
	$395.00

	8002-04-06 Cadences Drive
	First Triangle Development LLC
	0341862
	$406.00

	609 Culpepper Lane
	Steven K Krause
	0294768
	$290.00

	619 Cumberland Street
	Dorothy Mitchell Gibbs
Mary M Overton Heirs
	0047741
	$313.00

	8345 Ebenezer Church Road
	RNA Development LLC
	0082765
	$402.00

	201 Gilbert Avenue
	Inez G Messer Matthews Heirs
	0028051
	$268.00

	1509 Golden Bell Drive
	Lonnie R  Benn & Claudia N Cobb
	0352074
	$253.00

	4029 Grandover Drive
	Rodolfo Munoz Navarrete & 
Alejandra Bello Navarrete
	0282438
	$418.00

	3118 Hayling Drive
	Hyacinth T & Henry L Johnson
	0321361
	$286.00

	728 Ileagnes Road
	Iris S Machigua
	0116600
	$319.00

	6409 Island Ford Drive
	Nykea Propst
	0331143
	$317.00

	822 East Lenoir Street
	James Zachery Smathers
	0069265
	$290.00

	1302 Lorimer Road
	Troy M Richardson
	0064545
	$446.00

	2201 Mariner Circle
	David Locke Rowe
	0131986
	$388.00

	408 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd
	Michael Downs
	0016055
	$400.00

	820 Newcombe Road
	Mildred Leak Heirs
	0022759
	$388.00

	5881 North Hills Drive
	Steve Andrew Karras
	0084667
	$294.00

	5305 Pronghorn Lane
	Antonio Narvaez Gutlerrez & Dulce M Gutlerrez
	0206061
	$388.00

	3633 Rendition Street
	Nichelle Thompson
	0321355
	$306.00

	6100 River Meadow Court
	Edison N Diggs Jr.
	0148736
	$252.00

	2500 - 2502 Rockwood Drive
	Marco Antonio & Ana V Perez
	0040466
	$485.00

	6005 Shelane Court
	Helen Fiona Vera
	0288581
	$261.00

	3400 Skycrest Drive
	Lloimis Rivas Blanco & William M Blanco
	0048818
	$2,355.00

	3200 Snowberry Drive
	Timothy C Woodhull
	0063524
	$266.00

	234 East South Street
	Robert Taylor Heirs
	0069634
	$261.00

	102 St. Augustine Avenue
	Elnora Smith Heirs
	0022616
	$429.00

	121 South Tarboro Street
	Lynda Ruth Gilchrist
	0046307
	$340.00


Mayor Meeker stated the locations at 1302 Lorimer Road, 5305 Pronghorn Lane and 6005 Shelane Court have been withdrawn.  Mayor Meeker opened the hearing on the other locations.  No one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Ms. McFarlane moved adopted of the resolution as outlined.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor the ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0.  See Resolution 486.
EVIDENTIARY HEARING

SP-35-2011 – CAROLINA ALE HOUSE – 500 GLENWOOD AVENUE VARIANCE REQUEST – HEARING – APPROVED; TO BE PLACED ON 12/6/11 AGENDA

This was a hearing to consider a request from Moshakos Glenwood, LLC, to grant a variance from City Code Section 10-3004 requiring additional right-of way dedication along the property's Glenwood Avenue frontage.  This request is associated with SP-35-11 Carolina Ale House.  The evidentiary hearing for this permit request is being held pursuant to City Code Section 10-2141.  The City Clerk swore in those persons who indicated they plan to speak.

Mayor Meeker questioned if anyone plans to speak in opposition and no one responded.  Mayor Meeker asked that the applicant present their case in a summary form.  
Attorney Isabel Mattox (sworn) representing Carolina Ale House stated she is requesting a variance in the required right-of- way width for Glenwood Avenue.  She stated to try to development this very small site which is less than ¼ acre, in a POD district will be extremely difficult with the increased right-of-way requirements.  It will present a hardship for the property owner as the increased right-of-way width would consume some 16% of the property.

John Callahan (sworn, 333 Wade Avenue, indicated he is an Engineer for the Johnny A. Edwards Company.  He talked about Glenwood South district and pointed out to develop this property with the increased right-of-way would be very difficult.  He pointed out the required additional right of way width is based on the road classification without regard to the road context.  He pointed out Glenwood South is a walkable neighborhood and went over the various issues that are addressed in the plan and explained how it fits in with the Glenwood Avenue streetscape plan, comprehensive plan, etc.  He stated this development would be in accord with the general intent of the code.  In response to questioning from the Mayor, Mr. Callahan pointed out it does meet all code requirements.
Attorney Mattox indicated if the variances are not granted, she feels the property owner would be deprived the reasonable use of the property and would be subjected to greater requirements than others in the area.  She presented copies of the minutes of the April 5, 2011 Council meeting which included the adopted findings of fact for a variance for the nearby Hampton Inn.   

Planner Eric Hodge (sworn) pointed out Staff feels that the existing right-of-way would be adequate.  Mr. Crowder stated it would be good if we had graphs and illustrations as to what is being requested with Attorney Mattox indicating they are simply requesting to keep the right-of-way as it is.  They will have a 14 foot sidewalk easement.  They are requesting that they not be required to provide additional right-of-way.  No one else asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Odom moved approval of the variance as requested.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Gaylord and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  They Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
SP-52-2011 – 603 GLENWOOD AVENUE VARIANCE REQUEST – APPROVED; TO BE PLACED ON DECEMBER 6, 2011 AGENDA
This was a hearing to consider a request from 603 Glenwood, Inc. to grant a variance from City Code Section 10-3004 requiring additional right-of way dedication along the property’s Glenwood Avenue frontage.  This request is associated with SP-52-11.  The evidentiary hearing for this permit request is being held pursuant to City Code Section 10-2141.

The City Clerk swore in those persons who indicated they plan to speak. 

Mayor Meeker questioned if there is anyone in the audience to speak in opposition and no one responded.  Mayor Meeker asked that the applicants present their case in summary form.  

Attorney William E. Hubbard, (sworn) Law Office of John T. Benjamin Jr., indicated their request is similar to the previous one presented by Attorney Mattox relating the Carolina Ale House at 500 Glenwood Avenue.  He stated this is a similar proposal in that they are requesting a right-of-way variance.  He stated this property is directly across the street from the Hampton Inn, which received a similar variance and was referred to in the previous case SP-35-2011.  Attorney Hubbard presented a packet of information which included the following exhibits:  

1) petition requesting variance under City Code 10-3004, October 26, 2011

2) Amendment to various requests dated November 11, 2011 and explained why they had to submit an amendment

3) Preliminary development plan application – SP-52-11 October 10, 2011.  

4) Preliminary plan review comments October 25, 2011

5) Redline Engineering PC’s response to first review comments November 9, 2011

6) Revised site plans – drawn by Redline Engineering PC November 9, 2011

7) Exhibit showing impact drawn by Redline Engineering PC
8) Minutes approving Hampton Inn variance April 5, 2011

He briefly explained the exhibits and indicated this does conform to all requirements of the code.  
Planner Eric Hodge (sworn) pointed out given the location; staff feels that the current right-of-way is sufficient.  The current thoroughfare plan designates Glenwood Avenue in this location the same as it is out on US 70.  The context is different.  Currently this is the procedure we have to follow.
Mayor Meeker stated the Council will accept the exhibits into evidence.  

No one else asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.

Mr. Crowder moved approval as requested.  His motion was seconded by Ms. McFarlane and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  
GH-4-2011 – SPRING FOREST ROAD APARTMENTS – APPEAL

A hearing to review a site plan, GH-4-2011 Spring Forest Road Apartments, which was approved at the September 27, 2011 Planning Commission meeting and subsequently appealed.  The subject property is located at 5915 Louisburg Road.  The evidentiary hearing for this appeal is being held pursuant to City Code Sections 10-2132.2(c)(2) and 10-2141.

It was pointed out the appeal has been withdrawn.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

No Report

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

No Report

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

OCCUPY RALEIGH REQUEST – DENIED – DIRECTION GIVEN

Chairperson Baldwin reported the Law and Public Safety Committee recommend denying the Occupy Raleigh request to utilize the Avery C. Upchurch Municipal Park.  The Committee also recommends encouraging Occupy Raleigh to seek private property for assembly.  On behalf of the Committee, Ms. Baldwin moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Odom.  Mr. Stephenson talked about the difficult economic times we are in and expressed appreciation to all of the people who attended and tried to work out all of these issues and concerns.  He talked about the Occupy movement pointing out he had asked that this item be placed in committee to look at what other municipalities are doing to address the concerns and provide the respect for the group.  He stated he feels there are some opportunities to work out a solution utilizing private property.  On behalf of the Committee, the motion as made by Ms. Baldwin was put to a vote and passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
Ms. McFarlane expressed appreciation to everyone who worked so hard on this issue.  

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

ENCROACHMENT – 101 SOUTH WILMINGTON STREET – DIRECTION GIVEN

Chairperson Stephenson reported the Public Works Committee recommends removing this item from the agenda with the understanding staff will monitor the issue through the Historic Districts Commission’s Certificate of Appropriateness process.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Stephenson moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  

SOUTHALL/BELLA VISTA – CERTIFICATES OF OCCUPANCY – DIRECTION GIVEN

Chairperson Stephenson reported the Public Works Committee recommends reporting this item out with the understanding the Homeowners Association and the property owners will produce a 2-party agreement outlining the amount of payment and terms for the paving assessment as a proxy for a security agreement for staff review.  If Public Works staff and the City Attorney find the terms of the agreement acceptable, staff will be authorized to issue the Certificates of Occupancy prior to the paving work being completed.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Stephenson moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  

REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

TRANSIT – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Stephenson indicated there was a meeting of the County Commissioners, County Manager and TTA officials about a plan coming for Wake County to consider the transit tax.  He stated he is cautiously optimistic there will be a strong case to move forward with a referendum in 2012.  The comments were received.

POLICE DEPARTMENT – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Ms. Baldwin talked about a recent article about the Police Department and a particular police officer working in the Latino community.  They are working vey closely with the Parks Departments to maximize the efforts and she just wanted to recognize those efforts and say job well done.  
Mr. Weeks pointed out the police are doing an outstanding job and taking their work to another level.  He expressed appreciation for a job well job.
ROCK QUARRY ROAD – ADMINISTRATION TO CHECK

Mr. Weeks pointed out Walnut Creek Elementary Schools have opened and he is very happy to see the paving of Rock Quarry Road.  He stated however there is a big bump at the beginning and the end of the paving and he is not sure exactly what occurred but it is a bad job of connecting the new to the old.  He asked administration to check on the situation.
COMMITTEE MEETINGS – CANCELED

BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING – MEETINGS CANCELED
Mayor Meeker pointed out the Budget & Economic Development Committee would not be meeting again this Council term.  

Ms. McFarlane pointed out the Comprehensive Planning Committee will not be meeting again this Council term.  

RALEIGH – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Gaylord indicated he had an opportunity to spend the weekend out of town and visited several other cities.  He stated it made him realize what a great city Raleigh is and he is very proud of the City and what it has accomplished.  

SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STUDY – FUNDS APPROPRIATED

Mr. Crowder passed out some information on an economic impact study for small businesses.  He indicated he is asking for $1,800 from City Council Contingency to help fund this analysis and strategic plan for small businesses.  He indicated he had talked to Mr. Odom concerning the Shop Local Program and they are engaged in this program.  He moved that the City Council appropriate the $1,800 from Council Contingency for this study.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin.  Mr. Odom pointed out the Merchant’s Association has voted to fund ½ of the study; therefore, Mr. Crowder and Ms. Baldwin amended their motion to appropriate $900.  The motion as amended was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 968 TF 173.
MAYOR MEEKER – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Ms. Baldwin, Mr. Weeks, Mr. Odom, Mr. Stephenson, Ms. McFarlane, Mr. Gaylord and Mr. Crowder all commended the Mayor for the fine job he has done as Mayor for the past 10 years and 8 years prior to that on City Council.  Ms. McFarlane stated she is very honored to follow in his footsteps.  Various Council members all expressed appreciation for a job well done.

APPOINTMENTS

APPOINTMENTS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

The City Clerk read the following results of the ballot vote.

Human Relations Commission – Two Vacancies – Ms. McFarlane nominated Randall Williams.  Mr. Crowder nominated Les Seitz.  Later in the meeting, Ms. Baldwin moved that the Council suspend its rules and reappoint the two by acclamation.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

Raleigh Transit Authority – One Vacancy – Alternate Member – Corey Branch – 8 (All Council members)

Stormwater Management Advisory Commission – One Vacancy – Will Service – 8 (All Council members)

Substance Abuse Advisory Commission – One Vacancy – No nominees

The appointment of Randall Williams and Les Seitz to the Human Relations Commission, Corey Branch to the Transit Authority and Will Service to the Stormwater Management Advisory Commission was announced.

NOMINATIONS

FIREMAN’S RELIEF FUND – BOARD OF TRUSTEES – TOMMY GATTIS – REAPPOINTED

It was pointed out the term of Tommy Gattis expires in January.  He is eligible for reappointment and the Fire Chief recommends his reappointment.  Ms. Baldwin moved the reappointment of Tommy Gattis.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
ENVIRONMENTAL AWARDS PROGRAM – 2012 JURY – VACANCIES ANNOUNCED
It was pointed out the City Council is responsible for appointing four persons to the 2012 Environmental Awards Program Jury - two from the professional scientific community and two at-large members.  The City Clerk was asked to provide additional information at the next meeting.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

RENTAL DWELLING REGISTRATION AND PROP NOTIFICATION ORDINANCE – AMENDMENT ADOPTED

City Attorney McCormick indicated Council members received in their agenda an amendment to the rental dwelling registration and PROP notification ordinance which is necessary to conform the rental registration ordinance to new State law.

Mr. Crowder moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stevenson and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  See Ordinance 980.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK

MINUTES – NOVEMBER 1, 2011 – APPROVED

Council members received in their agenda packet the minutes of the November 1, 2011 Council meeting.  Mayor Meeker moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Gaylord and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  
SURPLUS PROPERTY – 0 FAIRVIEW ROAD – SALE CONFIRMED
On October 18, 2011, the City Council accepted an offer of $100 from Kathleen Ann Kidd and declared surplus 0 Fairview Road.  This offer was accepted subject to the upset process with the understanding the winning bidder will pay all accrued advertising costs.  This property sale was advertised in the News & Observer and the City Web site on October 21, 2011.  The last upset bid period closed on October 31, 2011.  No upset bids were received on October 31, 2011 and Kathleen Ann Kidd became the winning bidder with a bid of $100.  All legal procedures have been followed and adoption of a resolution authorizing the sale of this surplus vacant property to Kathleen Ann Kidd for $100 plus advertising cost is recommended.  Mayor Meeker moved approval moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Gaylord and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 487.  

MAYOR’S COMMENTS – RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker stated Mayor Pro Tem McFarlane did a good job on that chair.  Mayor Meeker stated recent elections indicate that the Council is on the right track.  Several members ran unopposed and others did not have much opposition and Ms. McFarlane made the transition to the Mayor’s office look very easy.  He thinks Council can feel good.  There is lots to do and there is a need to keep moving forward, but he thinks we are on the right track.

Mayor Meeker stated it is sort of customary for the retiring council to give the new Council advice and that new advice is typically something like you would like for me to raise your salary, or something along those lines.  He stated Council should pay attention to the City Staff because they are pretty knowledgeable.  He thanked Tom McCormick, Gail Smith and Russell Allen for all their service and stated he will thank others as he sees them.  Mayor Meeker stated as he goes around the City and people are giving him plaques, chairs, etc, what they are really saying is that the City has been a good partner for them.  He talked about various activities in the City and thanked all for a job well done.
CLOSED SESSION

CLOSED SESSION – HELD

Mayor Meeker stated a motion is in order to enter closed session pursuant to NCGS143.-318.11(a)(3) to consult with the City Attorney and give direction to him regarding the following matters:  Settlement in a possible claim against the City; settlement in the Arlington V City, et al.  Ms. Baldwin moved approval of the motion as read.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Council went into closed session at 2:58 p.m.

The Council reconvened an open session at 3:41 p.m. with Mayor Meeker pointing out the Council had provided direction on the two matters.

Adjournment:  There being no further business, Mayor Meeker announced the meeting adjourned at 3:48 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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