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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 15, 2011, in the City Council Chamber of the Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.




Mayor Charles C. Meeker, Presiding




Mayor Pro Tem Mary-Ann Baldwin




Councilor Thomas G. Crowder




Councilor Bonner Gaylord




Councilor Nancy McFarlane




Councilor John Odom




Councilor Russ Stephenson – (absent and excused)



Councilor Eugene Weeks

Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Reverend Jim Hodge – St. Giles Presbyterian Church.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Council Member Weeks. 

The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS

PROCLAMATION – ARBOR DAY – PROCLAIMED
Mayor Meeker read a proclamation proclaiming March 15, 2011 as Arbor Day in the City of Raleigh.  The Proclamation was accepted by Sally Thigpen, City of Raleigh Urban Forester.  Ms. Thigpen introduced Jennifer Rall, Program Assistant, Urban and Community Forestry Program, North Carolina Division of Forestry Resources.  Ms. Rall stated she was present to present the City with its 23rd Tree City USA Award.  Raleigh is one of 76 cities and towns in North Carolina and one of over 3,000 in the nation to receive this recognition.  The Tree City USA began as a 1976 Bicentennial project co-sponsored by the National Association of State Foresters and USDA Forest Service.  The National League of Cities and US Conference of Mayors are now co-sponsors as well.  She explained the Tree City USA program and went over the four criteria for the award.  She stated for a community forestry program to be effective it takes the support and commitment of the entire community and the City’s program thrives because of the combined dedication of board members, City staff, elected officials, business community, homeowners and residents.

Ms. Rall and Ms. Thigpen presented the City with the Tree City USA Flag with Ms. Rall pointing out she hopes it will be flown over City Hall. 
PROCLAMATION – PURCHASING MONTH – PROCLAIMED

Mayor Meeker read a proclamation proclaiming March 2011 as Purchasing Month in the City of Raleigh.  The Proclamation was accepted by Purchasing Agent Ellis Wheeler.

City Manager Allen talked about the purchasing award which is given only to agencies that meet certain criteria involving training, environmental practices, etc.  He pointed out this is the 10th year in a row that the City of Raleigh Purchasing Division has received that award.

PROCLAMATION – RALEIGH GOES TO COLLEGE WEEK – PROCLAIMED

Mayor Meeker read a proclamation proclaiming March 21 through March 27, 2011 as Raleigh Goes to College Week.  The Proclamation was accepted by Eric Sparks, Wake County Public School System and Joyce Mai of North Carolina State University and Chair of the Raleigh National College Fair.  Mr. Sparks indicated the Raleigh National College Fair will be held at the Raleigh Convention Center and they will have representatives of over 170 colleges and universities from throughout the United States and a couple of foreign countries.  They expect around 6,000 students attend.  He explained the purpose of the fair and expressed appreciation for the proclamation.
PROCLAMATION – NATIONAL FIX-A-LEAK WEEK - ANNOUNCED
City Manager Allen explained this is National Fix-A-Leak Week pointing out it is to help educate all on the importance of fixing leaks in our water system, how much it can save in dollars and cents in water bill plus saving the evaluable commodity.  

COUNCILOR STEPHENSON – EXCUSED

Mayor Meeker pointed out Councilor Stephenson is out-of-town therefore would be absent and excused from the meeting.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS – RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker talked about the St. Patrick’s Day Parade pointing out there were over 120 entries.  He talked briefly about the history of the parade and pointed out it was a great event.

Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to all who attended the State of the City address given by him on Monday.  He stated as he stood at the podium, he could look down Fayetteville Street to the Capitol and commented on what a great avenue or view that is.  He stated he was sorry he did not have time to highlight the work of all of the departments of the city.  He stated all City departments do a wonderful job.  He stated for example he was recently at an event in the Bedford Community and several people made a point of coming to him and talking about the courtesy and helpfulness of the Sanitation Department employees.  He expressed appreciation for all involved. 

CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Meeker presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion.  If a Councilor requests discussion on an item, the item would be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  Mayor Meeker stated the vote on the consent agenda would be a roll call vote.  Mayor Meeker stated there is a substitution to the budget amendment in Administrative Services, the addition of a street closing relating to South Salisbury Street, some corrections to the budget amendments on pages 10 and 11 because of transposition of numbers, and removal of STC-01-11 to be considered at a later date.  He stated in addition Mr. Gaylord had removed the contract amendment relating to on-street parking program.  Mr. Odom moved approval of the remaining items on the Consent Agenda as outlined.  His motion as seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Stephenson absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote
PROPERTY DISPOSITION - 0 AND 613 WINTERLOCHEN ROAD – APPROVED

A request has been received from the Town of Garner to release any and all interest in properties dedicated to and accepted by the City of Raleigh for park purposes on the Greenbrier Subdivision plat recorded in Bm1960, Page 239 of the Wake County Registry.  Parks and Recreation is the maintenance manager of this property and is in agreement with the disposition of property interest.  A report was in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve the property disposition request.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Stephenson absent and excused).

LOWER NEUSE GREENWAY TRAIL – INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH WAKE COUNTY – APPROVED

The City and County have negotiated an Interlocal Agreement for Wake County to reimburse the City for the costs of design engineering, land acquisition, construction and construction administration of the Lower Neuse Greenway Trail from Poole Road to the Wake/Johnston County Line.  Upon completion the City will manage and maintain the entire Neuse River Trail.  Wake County Regulations shall apply on the portions of the trail within Wake County.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the Interlocal Agreement between the City of Raleigh and Wake County for the completion of the Neuse River Greenway Trail.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Stephenson absent and excused).  

BATTLEBRIDGE POLICE TRAINING FACILITY – LEAD RECLAMATION PROJECT – APPROVED

The Police Department would like to conduct a Lead Reclamation project at the Battlebridge Training Facility-Firing Range in order to increase the safety of the range by reducing the lead in the berm, projectile ricochets, and potential environmental concerns in the future.  To do so, the department would contract with Lead Removal Technologies to remove the lead in the berm and recycle lead at an EPA approved facility.  Funds generated from the sale of the recycled lead would be used to compensate Lead Removal Technologies and a portion of the funds would be returned to the City of Raleigh.

Recommendation:  Approve.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Stephenson absent and excused).  
FALLS OF NEUSE ROAD WIDENING PROJECT – REQUEST FOR SEWER SERVICE AT 11317 FALLS OF NEUSE ROAD – CONNECTION APPROVED

The Falls of Neuse Road widening project requires that a portion of the property at 11317 Falls of Neuse Road (property) be taken for additional right-of-way and slope easement.  The proposed grading activities are expected to damage the existing septic system on the property such that it will no longer provide healthful wastewater service based on a site investigation and opinion by the Wake County Environmental Services staff.  City of Raleigh sanitary sewer service is available within close proximity to the property and can be served by gravity sewer service.  The property is located on the west side of Falls of Neuse Road outside the existing utility service area, and outside the Falls Lake watershed.  Public water and sewer service is prohibited outside the utility service area without the approval of the City Council.

Recommendation:  Approve connection of the property at 11317 Falls of Neuse Road to the City sanitary sewer system.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Stephenson absent and excused).  

STORMWATER COST SHARING PROJECT – HAMMOND RESIDENCE – INCREASED
City Council adopted a water quality cost share policy in June 2009.  This policy provides a funding mechanism to assist organizations and citizens in improving water quality through the installation of best management practices.

A property owner originally approved for funding by the City Council on November 2, 2010, has requested additional funds for the construction and design of a 175 square foot back yard rain garden.  This request has been reviewed and recommended for approval by the Stormwater Management Advisory Commission.

The revised project cost estimate is $7,853.58 with 75% of the funding ($5,890.19) requested from the Stormwater Utility.

The amount previously approved by the City Council was $943.31 from the Stormwater Utility.  The current request is for an additional $4,946.88 from the Stormwater Utility.  Funds will be transferred administratively from account 470-2240-790010-CIP05-83710000.

Recommendation:  Approve the additional funding request for the 175 square foot back yard rain garden at the Hammond residence.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Stephenson absent and excused).  
PARADE – HALIFAX MALL VICINITY – APPROVED

Liz Miller, representing the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, requests to have a fundraising walk on Saturday, October, 15, 2011, from 7:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.

Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Stephenson absent and excused). 

ROAD RACE – QUAIL RIDGE SHOPPING CENTER VICINITY – APPROVED
Aimee Austin, representing The Wide Open Charitable Foundation, requests to hold a race on Saturday, September 16, 2011, from 2:00 p.m. until 3:30 p.m.

Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Stephenson absent and excused).

STREET CLOSINGS – VARIOUS LOCATIONS AND DATES – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

The agenda presented the following requests for temporary street closings.

00 Block of Edenton Street and Jones Street

Steve Popson, representing the North Carolina Museum of Natural Sciences, requests a street closure on Friday, April 15, 2011, from 6:00 p.m. until Saturday, April, 16, 2011 at 11:59 p.m.
He also requests a waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and a waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.

300 Block of West Davie Street

Amy Cox, representing Deep South Entertainment and The Pit Restaurant, requests a street closure on Saturday, April 16, 2011, from 6:00 a.m. until 6:30 p.m.

She also requests a waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and a waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.

400 Block of Fayetteville Street

Greg Lowenhagen, representing Independent Weekly Magazine, requests a street closure on Thursday, September 8, 2011, beginning at 6:00 p.m., thru Sunday, September 11, 2011, at 12:00 p.m.
He also requests a waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and a waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.

He also requests to encumber all parking spaces on the east side of the 400 Block of Fayetteville Street from 6:00 p.m. on September 8, 2011, thru 12:00 p.m. on September 11, 2011.

500 Block South Salisbury Street

Letesa Blue, Queens Together Motorcycle Club, requests a street closure for Saturday, April 2, 2011 from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.  The request is for a portion of the 500 block of South Salisbury Street from Cabarrus Street to Lenoir Street; 600 block of St. Salisbury Street from Lenoir Street to South Street from 5:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. in connection with a street festival and stunt show.  She is also requesting permission for possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City right-of-way during the event hours and for amplified sound within the enclosure.
Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions included in agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Stephenson absent and excused). 

STREET IMPROVEMENT PETITION – GREYSON STREET – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED
The semi-annual review of street improvement petitions received has been conducted and is presented for Council consideration.  They have been signed by a majority of property owners representing a majority of the total road frontage along the improvement and meet both code and sufficiency requirements.  Assessments will apply at the current rate of $32 per LF for paving and $6 per LF for sidewalk subject to applicable exemptions.

Greyson Street from Dacian Road to Rose Lane

Improvements to include construction of a 26’ back-to-back (curb/gutter) street on the existing 50’ right-of-way, with sidewalk on the south side, for an approximate distance of 640 LF.

Estimated Cost of Construction:  $176,000

Annual paving funds are available for this project.

Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution-of-intent to schedule a public hearing for Tuesday, April 5, 2011, for approval of the petition and assessment rate as indicated.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Stephenson absent and excused).  See Resolution 333.

EASEMENT EXCHANGE – GRIFFIS GLEN SUBDIVISION – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED
Comfort Homes Incorporated has proposed to convey to the City a new 3,116 square foot sanitary sewer easement in the Griffis Glen Subdivision, in exchange for a 2,188 square foot easement area currently held by the City, which will no longer be needed due to redesign of the future sanitary sewer path.  Staff is requesting authorization to proceed with a proposed property interest exchange with Comfort Homes, Incorporated, without monetary considerations, as well as publish a Notice of Intent to conclude the proposed property interest exchange.  A report was in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve the proposed property interest exchange as outlined above and authorize publishing a Notice of Intent, pursuant to GS 160A-271, to conclude the proposed property interest exchange.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Stephenson absent and excused).  See Resolution 328.

EASEMENT REQUEST PSNC ENERGY – 4720 ROCK QUARRY ROAD -APPROVED

A request has been received from PSNC Energy for an easement on City-owned properties located at 4720 Rock Quarry Road for the purpose of locating natural gas facilities needed due to the Jones Sausage Road widening project.  Public Works is the maintenance manager of this property and is in agreement with the easement need.  A report was in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve the easement request.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Stephenson absent and excused).  

PUBLIC UTILITIES DEPARTMENT – ON-CALL CONSULTANT ENGINEERING SERVICES PROJECT – ADMINISTRATION TO NEGOTIATE FEE AND CONTRACTS
Thirty-six proposals were received for on call consulting engineering services to secure ten consulting engineering firms to design various water and sanitary sewer main replacements, small miscellaneous water and sanitary sewer extension projects, various water and wastewater treatment plant replacement and rehabilitation projects, and assist with emergency design/permitting as necessary.  The professional engineering services required for these types of projects would be an on call as needed basis for two years.  The current on call contracts that the Public Utilities Department has with various consultants have or will have expired in the next few months.  These contracts are intended to cover design services for collection/distribution construction projects that are less than $3,000,000 and plant construction projects that are less than $5,000,000.  All Capital projects exceeding these thresholds will be selected based on qualifications from a separate request for proposals for that individual project.  After reviewing the 36 proposals, the ten selected firms in alphabetical order are:

AECOM

Brown and Caldwell

Hazen and Sawyer

Highfill Infrastructure Engineering, P.C.

Hydrostructures, PA

Jacobs Engineering Group, Inc.

Lamm Engineering Associates, PLLC

McKim and Creed

Withers and Ravenel, Inc.

The Wooten Company

Recommendation:  Authorize administration to negotiate a fee and contract with these top ten firms for the On Call Consulting Engineering Services Project.  Any contracts that exceed the approval amount of the City Manager will be brought before Council at a subsequent Council meeting.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Stephenson absent and excused).

PERSONNEL – FIRE DEPARTMENT POSITION RECLASSIFICATIONS – APPROVED

In early 2009, seven personnel were temporarily transferred from the Inspections Department to the Fire Department, Fire Prevention Division.  Two factors played a role in this "pilot program":  1) the economic downturn resulted in an excess capacity of inspectors associated with new construction projects; and 2) the Fire Prevention Division serves as the Fire Marshal's Office and, as such, is mandated by the State of North Carolina to conduct fire inspections in all occupancies, excluding single- and two-family dwellings, on a prescribed schedule.  Due primarily to staffing limitations, the compliance rate with the inspection schedule has been significantly deficient for a number of years.  The temporary transfer of Inspections personnel to the Fire Department has resulted in a significant improvement in the compliance rate with the mandated inspection schedule; in calendar year 2009, the rate of compliance increased from 30% to 75%.  In July 2010, the City Council approved the permanent assignment of these employees.
In February 2011, the seven new Deputy Fire Marshals completed the educational and testing requirements for obtaining their North Carolina State Fire Inspector certifications.  All of these personnel are now fully functional as Deputy Fire Marshals.

Additionally, a Senior Firefighter position has been temporarily assigned to the Prevention Division for the past two years filling the position lost by the creation of a departmental safety officer.  The permanent assignment of this Senior Firefighter position to the Prevention Division is requested.  The Senior Firefighter has completed the educational and testing requirements for obtaining the North Carolina State Fire Inspector certification and has been performing the full duties of a Deputy Fire Marshal.

The Fire Department requests the reclassification of six Code Enforcement Inspector III positions (Positions 1362, 1367, 3804, 4083, 5413, 5468; Job Code 4202; PG34) and one Multi-Trades Inspector I (Position 5213; Job Code 4214; PG34) to the Deputy Fire Marshall (PG FE, Job Code 3317).  The Fire Department requests the transfer from the Operations Division (4230) to the Prevention Division (4220) of one Senior Fire Fighter (Position 4165, Job Code 3305, PG FC) including the necessary budget and reclassification of this position to Deputy Fire Marshall (PG FE, Job Code 3317).

The Personnel Department has reviewed both of these requests and concurs with the reclassifications.  Funding is available within the current Fire Department budget.

Recommendation:  Approve the transfer and reclassifications.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Stephenson absent and excused).

PERSONNEL – PUBLIC UTILITIES RECLASSIFICATIONS – APPROVED
The Public Utilities Department requests the reclassification of a vacant Senior Staff Support Specialist position (code 0004; PG 25; pos 3429; Sewer Collection Division) and 3 Staff Support Specialist positions (code 0003; PG 23; pos 3574, 5261, 5377; Waste Treatment Plant Division, Water Distribution Division, Water Treatment Plant Division) to Administrative Support Specialist (code 0010; PG 27).  Positions are responsible for division budgets, monitoring expenses, inventory control, personnel records, answering phones and responding to inquiries, managing superintendent calendars, arranging meetings, and scheduling conference rooms; preparing correspondence, maintaining filing systems and ensuring compliance with public record laws.  Additionally, subject positions will be responsible for supervising administrative support position in each of the four divisions.  The Personnel Department has reviewed the request and concurs with the reclassification of this position.  Funds are available in the current FY11-12 budget.

Recommendation:  Approve the reclassifications.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Stephenson absent and excused).

ENCROACHMENT – HARRINGTON/JONES/HODGES STREETS, ATLANTIC AVENUE, WOLFPACK LANE AND TARHEEL DRIVE – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

A request has been received from DukeNet Communications, LLC to encroach on City right-of-way for the purpose of installing 8,247 feet of fiber optic cable. A report was in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve the encroachment subject to completion of a liability agreement and documentation of proof of insurance by the applicant.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Stephenson absent and excused).
BUDGET AMENDMENTS – VARIOUS – APPROVED

The agenda presented the following recommendations relating to budget amendments:

Administrative Services - $94,990 - to establish the budget for Ordinance #2008-415B - PROP Rental Dwelling Registration Program.

Finance - $2,000,000 – to appropriate fund balance for FY10 that came over in the City’s 14% Benchmark goal for the purposes approved by Council in the minutes of the January 18, 2011, meeting.

Police - $3,065 – the Police Department requests an appropriation of $3,065 from the Police Ammo Brass account (100-0000-223280-000) for certain improvements at the Battlebridge Training Facility.  The planned improvements include closing in the front and back of the driving pad to secure and protect stored maintenance equipment from the weather.  The Police Ammo Brass account was set up to provide for improvements at the range.  The funds in the account are provided from recycling spent casings after qualification.

Police - $9,535 - the Police Department requests an increase in the associated revenue and expense accounts as a result of FY11 year to date collections from the use of police vehicles to be used for vehicle upfit equipment costs for the Department.

The agenda outlined the revenue and expenditure accounts involved in the various budget amendments.

Recommendation:  Approval of budget amendments as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Stephenson absent and excused).  See Ordinance 849 TF 156.

REIMBURSEMENT CONTRACT – THOROUGHFARE FACILITY FEE – APPROVED

The agenda presented the following thoroughfare facility fee reimbursement contract.  

2010#15 Thoroughfare Facility Fee

Ravenscroft School, Inc./

7409 Falls of Neuse Road/

Priority 2 Project

Total Reimbursement $119,595.67

Recommendation:  Approve.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Stephenson absent and excused).
CONDEMNATION – NORTHSHORE LAKE AND DAM REHAB PROJECT – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Efforts have been unsuccessful to obtain needed easements; therefore, it is recommended that a resolution of condemnation be authorized for the following:

Project Name:
Northshore Lake & Dam Rehabilitation Project

Name:


Chandler O. Richardson

Location:

4412 Ryegate Drive

Recommendation:  Approve a resolution of condemnation for the easements needed from the above property.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Stephenson absent and excused).  See Resolution 329.
TRANSFERS – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented recommended transfers in the departments of Community Development, Information Technology and Parks and Recreation.  The agenda outlined the code accounts involved and the reasons for the recommended transfers.  
Recommendation:  Approval of transfers as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Stephenson absent and excused).  See Ordinance 849 TF 156.
RALEIGH SENIOR CENTER – MILLBROOK EXCHANGE PARK – CONTRACT AWARDED TO MACALLAN CONSTRUCTION, LLC
Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, the Raleigh Senior Center (Millbrook Exchange Park Location) construction project was publicly bid, on February 15, 2011, and 17 bids were received and publicly opened.  The apparent low bidder is Macallan Construction, LLC, Raleigh, NC (License #56813).  Parks and Recreation staff recommends that the construction contract for the Raleigh Senior Center (Millbrook Exchange Park Location) be awarded to Macallan Construction, LLC, Raleigh, NC (License #56813) with the total contract amount being $1,941,500 that includes the base bid and alternate number 2.

Verification of the MWBE participation for this construction project is 21.3%.

A portion of the needed funds are available within the project account: 636-790010-6210-975-CIP03-9482-0000 (Raleigh Senior Center).  A transfer is needed for the remainder of the funds.
Transferred From:

636-790010-6210-975-CIP03-9935-0000
Unsatisfied Neighborhood Park Search Areas
$  850,000

636-790010-6210-975-CIP03-9316-0000
Barwell Road Park Development
    150,000


$1,000,000

Transferred To:

636-792020-6210-975-CIP03-9482-0000
Raleigh Senior Center
$1,000,000

Recommendation:  Approve the low bid and authorize the City Manager to execute a construction contract with Macallan Construction, LLC, Raleigh, NC (License #56813) in the amount of $1,941,500 for the Raleigh Senior Center (Millbrook Exchange Park Location) and authorize transfer of funds referenced.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Stephenson absent and excused).  See Ordinance 849 TF 156.
RALEIGH SENIOR CENTER – WHITAKER MILL LOCATION – BID AWARDED TO RESOLUTE BUILDING COMPANY

Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, the Raleigh Senior Center (Whitaker Mill Location) construction project was publicly bid on January 25, 2011, and 18 bids were received and publicly opened.  The apparent low bidder is The Resolute Building Company, Chapel Hill, NC (License #14397).  Parks and Recreation staff recommends that the construction contract for the Raleigh Senior Center (Whitaker Mill Road Location) be awarded to The Resolute Building Company, Chapel Hill, NC (License #14397) with the total contract amount being $4,811,300 that includes the base bid and alternate number 4.

Verification of the MWBE participation for this construction project is 16.1%.

Funds are available within the project account : 636-790010-6210-975-CIP03-9482-0000 (Senior Center -Project Reserve).  Transfers will be completed administratively.

Recommendation:  Approve the low bid and authorize the City Manager to execute a construction contract with Resolute Building Company, Chapel Hill, NC (License #14397) in the amount of $4,811,300 for the Raleigh Senior Center (Whitaker Mill Road Location).  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Stephenson absent and excused).  See Ordinance 849 TF 156.

TRAFFIC – VARIOUS CHANGES – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda recommended changes in the traffic code relating to temporary parking restriction removals on Harrington, Jones and West Streets and a no-parking zone on portion of Person Street.  The agenda outlined the exact locations involved and the reasons for the recommended changes. 

Recommendation:  Approval of changes in the traffic code.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Stephenson absent and excused).  See ordinance 850.
END OF CONSENT AGENDA

PARKING PROGRAM – CONTRACT AMENDMENT FOR EXTENDED WARRANTY – APPROVED WITH COMMENT
City Council previously granted approval for Public Works to negotiate a contract with Duncan Solutions to purchase 193 new multi-space pay stations for the On-Street parking program.  These pay stations have been installed and their initial warranty is expiring.  Duncan Solutions offers an extended warranty on their pay stations which is $450 per pay station per year.  It is the recommendation of the Public Works Department that the extended warranty contract be approved for one year.  These funds of $86,850 were budgeted in FY 11 and FY 12 in account number 442-2230-708900-270.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to approve the extension of the extended warranty contract for the 193 pay stations.

Mr. Gaylord stated he withdrew this from the consent agenda as he is just curious and questioned the cost and the need for an extended warranty and why we felt the City should move in that direction.

Mike Kennon pointed out these are very sophisticated pay stations with computers, voice activation, etc.  It has many type things that our staff is not trained to maintain.  He stated the cost of this extended warranty is some $50 per space which is comparable to what it took for us to maintain the previous meters.  He talked about how the warranty would work, provide parts, maintenance, etc.  Mr. Gaylord questioned if it is an extended warranty or a service type contract with Mr. Kennon pointing out it is somewhat a combination.   Sometimes we would buy parts, install them, things would be covered, etc.  Ms. McFarlane pointed out it seems like $86,850 for an extended warranty for 193 parking meters is extremely high.  Mr. Kennon again pointed out each meter covers 8 to 10 parking spaces and this would break down to approximately $50 per space.  
Mayor Meeker questioned if we should hire someone and train them to work on these meters.  Ms. McFarlane expressed concern about the extended warranty questioning if these meters are expected to fail.  She asked if a meter fails, if we could just buy one as a replacement with it being pointed out the cost of a meter is some $15,000.  Mr. Odom questioned if this extended warranty was part of the original performa and if everything is working as it was expected.  Mr. Kennon pointed out there are some strengths and weaknesses.  The warranty can be deferred; however the staff felt there was value.  After discussion on why we need an extended warranty, and if the service is working like it should, Mayor Meeker suggested that we approve the extended warranty, study it and see if it makes sense to hire and train someone to maintain.  Mr. Gaylord moved approval with the comments made by the Mayor.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Ms. McFarlane who voted in the negative and Mr. Stephenson who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-1 vote.  
SPECIAL ITEMS

HUMAN SERVICE GRANT PROCESS – MEALS ON WHEELS GRANTED $10,000 ALLOCATION
During the March 1, 2011, Council meeting, Councilor Weeks indicated the Lost Generation Task Force had declined their Human Services grant allocation of $10,000.  Mr. Weeks asked that the funds be re-allocated to Meals on Wheels.  Discussion took place on the process, why and who was making the recommendation, after which it was directed that the item be placed on this agenda to receive a report on the process, recommendation, etc.

Mr. Weeks stated the City Manager and Council had received a report from Community Services.  He stated he knows there are concerns about taking these funds and giving them to another nonprofit but he understands this is not the first time that type activity has occurred.  He stated Meals on Wheels desperately needs the funds and he would move that we take the $10,000 rejected by Lost Generation Task Force and allocate it to the Meals-on-Wheels.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Stephenson who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER
UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE ADVISORY GROUP UPDATE – RECEIVED TO BE CONSIDERED LATER

Rodney Swink, Chair of the Unified Development Ordinance Advisory Group presented the following prepared statement.
Thank you for giving me a few minutes to bring you up to date on the Advisory Group’s work on the proposed new development code.  Since we began just over one year ago we have met as a full body 18 times, and countless times as smaller review groups.  We have been ably assisted throughout by the city planning staff, who themselves have invested untold hours in review and discussion.  Before I go further I want to pay a special tribute to them for their amazing dedication to this process and their incredible patience with all of us as we strive to understand the implications and opportunity this new code offers.  

I would also preface any further remarks by noting that you have appointed a strong advisory group, comprised of people who are not only knowledgeable about development but also truly committed to making this city the best it can be.  It is for that reason that the group has asked to be placed before you at this time.  They wish me to report to you on our assessment of this process and the schedule as it is proposed going forward.  

Over the course of our many meetings we have found much to like about the new code as drafted.  We are totally in support of its intent and believe that it will be a major improvement over our current tool, and one that we all want to see in place as soon as possible.  Haying said that, we do have some concerns.  

First, we have not totally revised our city development code in years, and everyone believes that we will not likely do a total or even major revision again for years to come.  Therefore, we are eager that the code we put forward be the best code it can be.  We do not seek perfection, but we do want this to be fully veiled and properly tested to minimize the need for future revisions, and to maximize citizen and business confidence in the process.  

Given the pace we have all been on, we are concerned that the proposed 60 day review period once the consolidated draft has been released on April 6 will not be sufficient for thorough analysis and thoughtful commentary.  

Second, once the review period has passed, there is an even smaller window from June 6 to a possible July public hearing during which time staff must prepare the final document for official public comment.  This will require staff to not only consider all of the comments generated during the open review, but also decide what, if any, changes are needed.  

Third, given the compressed review time available, those most vested in the outcome of this process may not have sufficient time to become fully comfortable with the document, leading to the risk that some may not support that which they do not understand.  While we as a group represent many key stakeholders, we are just a small number of those whose opinions matter.  

Finally, there has been some concern expressed by some members of the Advisory Group that releasing the proposed code separate from the proposed zoning map may limit people’s ability to fully understand the implications of the UDO.  Their belief is that without the map, people will not engage in the review process and until the map is available, the code has limited value.  

I believe these concerns can be summarized by saying that the Advisory Group wants the best document we can have for our city, but is concerned that we will not get that in the time that we have set.  We fully support the mayor and council in their desire to expedite this process but want to express our collective reservations about the timing.  

Regardless of any decisions you may make regarding the proposed schedule, please know that we will continue to be rigorous in our review and once again we thank you for giving us this responsibility, one that we take seriously and with a commitment to Raleigh’s future development.  
CPO Silver stated Staff agrees on the comments, number of meetings and pointed out staff will continue to meet with any group or entity which wants to talk about the process or the product.  Staff is committed to helping anyway it possibly can.  Staff has been going out to multiple entities trying to get ahead and keeping people informed.  The City is working on some products to help the public understand things such as frontages, future land use maps, and developing a chart showing the changes in zones, what you have now and what it will be in the UDO.  He stated he feels these three projects in addition to staff going out and working with the groups and helping them understand will be very helpful.  The consultant is keyed up and ready to go.  He stated everyone recognizes there is a lot of work and everyone will step up to the plate.  He stated we do not expect everyone to read every line, a lot of the old code is being transferred to the new code and staff is committed to trying to make the schedule work.  
Mayor Meeker suggested that we go ahead, continue on the same schedule, get the product out to the public, and let the public see it, and then see where we are at that time and see if we need to make any adjustments.  

Mr. Crowder stated he has expressed his concerns about the schedule on numerous occasions.  He stated he does not feel we need to drag out the process and we do want a quality product but he feels it is unrealistic to think the citizens will be able to digest and understand the full implications and give total responses in such a short time and he is concerned about pushing ahead at break neck speeds.  He pointed out the staff has talked about meetings with the CACs and the various entities, he knows his constituents have worked hard and pointed out rewriting of this is a full time job for staff but our citizens have jobs and they do not have the time to put to it.  He stated this rewrite will have a great impact on the future of our community and we want to make sure that the public is given adequate time.  He stated he appreciates where CPO Silver is coming from but we need to make sure the public understands. 

Mayor Meeker stated he appreciates Mr. Crowder’s comments.  He stated however he couldn’t agree that we are moving at break neck speed.  He stated we have been working on this over a year, the product will be put out in April before a July hearing.  He again stated he feels we should go ahead and let the process and schedule continue, get the product out to the public and see where we are.  We should stay on the schedule at this point again stating he does not agree we are moving at break neck speed. 

Mr. Weeks commended the Planning Department for all of their work.  He stated he has attended some of the CAC presentations and he felt good about the information and the understanding of the people who attended.  He stated he feels we need to move ahead and move forward.  Mr. Crowder pointed out when he said moving at break neck speed, what he was referring to is that our consultant, Code Studio, has never done a rewrite like this in less than two years and we are asking them to do it in less time.  He does not support being on such a rigid schedule and to say we are going to public hearing without a consolidated draft he feels is not prudent.  Mayor Meeker stated what he is suggesting is to get the product out to the public and see where we are in June.  If we are not ready for a public hearing at that point we could schedule another date. 
Ms. McFarlane stated she wanted to make sure that everyone feels there will be a draft available in April, make sure we have a product.  CPO Silver talked about the April 6 being the date for the consolidated draft.  The comment period will last until June 6, and if we follow the regular hearing schedule, it would be in July and that would give people six weeks to review the product.  He feels that it is on schedule.  CPO Silver stated there was a meeting some time back when the Council asked Code Studio if they could write the code that quickly with their response being they could write it that quickly but did not know if the City and citizens could read it that quickly.  
Mayor Meeker suggested that we stay on the current schedule and see where we are in June.  He encouraged all to get involved as soon as the draft comes out in April.

TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM – NCDOT 2011-2020 DRAFT – RECEIVED

The North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) has released a draft of their 2011-2020 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) for public comment.  NCDOT has made some major changes to how projects are evaluated and prioritized for funding.  As a result of these changes, several projects previously requested by the City for funding have been advanced in the draft funding plan.  Staff will provide an overview of the draft TIP and the status of proposed projects within our jurisdiction.

Recommendation:  Receive as information and provide staff with any comments to be transmitted to NCDOT regarding their draft TIP.

Transportation Planner Eric Lamb presented a PowerPoint on the 2011-2020 Draft NCDOT Transportation Improvement Program review.  He went over the process pointing out NCDOT publishes its funding program every two years.  The City of Raleigh submits project priority lists to the Capital Area MPO for proposed new transportation project.  CAMPO submits final regional priority list to NCDOT.
Mr. Lamb indicated the City submits project requests to CAMPO in four categories:  Roadway Projects, Bicycle and Pedestrian, Advance Planning and Transit.  He stated that transit requests are handled separately through the Raleigh Transit Authority and the CIP.  Project priorities were previously adopted by the City Council in September 2008. 

Mr. Lamb indicated NCDOT has made major changes to the way the TIP funding arrangements are developed.  They have a revised format which takes the TIP from seven years to 10 years with 2011 through 2015 being a five year work plan with FY2016 to 2020 being the development plan.  Project evaluation and selections are more technical than ever and changes have resulted in potential advancements of several major projects within Raleigh.  

Mr. Lamb highlighted the following utilizing maps to explain each entry.

Projects Advances in Draft TIP
· US 70 Widening – Duraleigh Rd/Millbrook Rd to Lumley Rd/Westgate Rd

-
TIP Project U-2823

-
Upgrades corridor to expressway with parallel collector streets

-
2009 AADT = 37,000 = 40,000 vpd

-
Estimated Cost = $62.5 Million

-
Project slated for construction in FY 2017

· I-440 Widening – I-40 to Wade Avenue
-
TIP Project U-2719
-
Last remaining portion of Beltline to be modernized

-
2009 AADT = 72,000 – 84,000 vpd

-
Estimated Cost = $77.3 Million

-
Project slated for construction in FY 2018

· US 1 Corridor Improvements – I-540 to Thornton Road

-
TIP Project U-5307

-
Upgrades corridor to freeway with parallel collector streets per the US 1 Corridor Planning Plan 

-
2009 AADT = 53,000 – 62,000 vpd

-
Estimated Cost = $61.7 Million

-
Project slated for construction in FY 2020

Other Projects in Draft TIP
· R-2829 Eastern Wake Expressway

-
Environmental study underway by NC Turnpike Authority

· U-4437 Hillsborough/Blue Ridge Grade Separation

-
Environmental study in progress

· U-4432 Tryon Road widening & Realignment

-
Environmental study complete, final design underway, cost sharing agreement to be negotiated

· B-4656 Hillsborough/Western Flyover

· B-4660 Falls of Neuse Bridge Replacement

· B-5130 Avent Ferry Road/Lake Johnson Bridge Replacement

· B-5121 Peace Street/Capital Blvd Bridge Replacement

· B-5317 Wade Avenue/Capital Blvd Bridge Replacement

· C-5174 I-440 Ramp Metering Project

· I-5111 I-40 Widening (I-440 to NC 42)

Projects Not Funded In Draft TIP
· Tryon Road Extension (Garner Road to Rock Quarry Road)

· Skycrest Drive Extension (New Hope Road to I-540)

· TW Alexander Drive Extension (ACC Boulevard to Leesville Road)

· Hillsborough Street Improvements (Gorman Street to Gardner Street)

· Glenwood Avenue/Marriott Dr Pedestrian Bridge

Bike/Pedestrian/Planning
· Many bicycle & pedestrian project requests have been pursued via other funding sources

-
CAMPO/Federal Grants

-
City Parks Bond funds (greenway construction)

· Advance planning projects are being pursued independently by the City

Mr. Crowder questioned the public process; that is, how will people be involved as there are questions concerning sound walls, interchanges, etc. He questioned what seat the citizens will have at the table.  Mr. Lamb talked about projects being at EIS level studies pointing out as a part of an EIS, public hearings would be required and concerns or suggestions could be brought to the Council for comment.  He spoke of the positive changes in the process.
Mr. Crowder pointed out a lot of interest has been expressed in things such as sound walls, interchanges, etc.  Mr. Lamb talked about what will require cost sharing, etc.  The report was received without further comment. 

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMISSION

BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMISSION – ANNUAL WORK PROGRAM 2011-2012 – WORK PROGRAM APPROVED; ADDITIONAL APPOINTMENTS TO BE PLACED ON APRIL 5 AGENDA

The Raleigh Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Commission (BPAC) was established to provide recommendations to the City Council on the implementation of programs, policies, regulations, and funding priorities for improving conditions for bicycling and pedestrian accessibility and safety throughout the City.  The BPAC has developed an annual work plan for the 2011- 2012 calendar year for the City Council’s consideration..
Recommendation:  Approve the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission work plan.

Steven Waters thanked the Council for their funding, the establishment of the commission, support, etc.  He stated Council members received the following report in their agenda packet.

The City of Raleigh Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Commission (SPAC) was established to advise the Raleigh City Council an all matters related to bicycle and pedestrian activities and accommodation within the City of Raleigh.  The Commission is responsible for making recommendations to the City Council on the implementation of relevant programs, policies, regulations, and funding priorities regarding bicyclist and pedestrian access and accommodation.  The Commission also promotes bicycling and walking as viable and safe transportation alternatives, and its members act as ambassadors for the City in this regard. 

The Raleigh BPAC has worked diligently over the past year to achieve the goals we set out to accomplish along with additional opportunities identified throughout the year.  Some highlights include: 

· Outreach to Identified stakeholders on specific Issues, as well as the public at large 

· Worked with staff to implement the Raleigh Bicycle Plan, and establish objective criteria for prioritizing bicycle, pedestrian and streetscape projects 

· Partnered with Wake County Public Schools to encourage International Walk to School Day events and activities

· Promotion of the Southeast High Speed Rail project as an opportunity to increase rather than decrease connectivity through pedestrian-oriented redevelopment 

· Established an Education Committee that partnered with the Raleigh Police Department to develop bicycle safety training materials for law enforcement officers 

· Recommended to CAMPO and DO-IC the creation of a Triangle-wide pedestrian and bicyclist safety media campaign including television, radio, Internet and transit advertising 

· Reviewed Raleigh and peer cities’ sidewalk assessment policies, and recommendation to discontinue assessing individual property owners for sidewalk construction and maintenance 

· Participated in a Triangle Bike/Pad Workshop at RDU Airport Authority, largely organized by Raleigh staff 

Some highlights of our draft 2011-2012 Work Plan enclosed for your consideration are; 

· Request City Council to add two BPAC Commissioners, with specific representation from the health & wellness, and education sectors 

· Review and provide Input on all major street Improvement projects and streetscape plans 

· Advocate for continued funding of existing and new streetscape projects (e.g., Peace Street West) 

· Act as a resource to the Council-appointed Pedestrian Plan steering committee 

· Establish a Planning Committee to review the draft Unified Development Ordinance, and determine ways to promote pedestrian-oriented development 

· Communicate with residents through the Public Affairs Department, Raleigh Television Network, social media, etc. about opportunities for civic engagement, and to educate the public 

· Work with the Raleigh Police Department to establish a road rage/aggressive driving hotline 

· Consider possible scenarios for co-location of bike/ped facilities with Triangle Transit light rail and the East Coast Greenway inside city limits (and Southeast High Speed Rail In between municipalities) 

· Partner with the Parks & Recreation Department, Police Department, local colleges and universities, bicycle shops, group rides (Including MS-150), the league of American Bicyclists, and others to educate the public about bicyclist safety 

· Reach lower-income constituents through CACs, local and regional transit operations, etc. 

On behalf of the entire BPAC, we greatly appreciate your steadfast support over the past year, and look forward to opt3nuJng to work with the City Council to make walking and bicycling real, practical and safe choices for everyone in our capital city. 

DRAFT 2O11-2012 Work Plan 

General 

1. 
Request City Council to add two BPAC Commissioners, with specific representation from health & wellness and education sectors 

2. 
Establish a Planning Committee to determine ways to promote pedestrian-oriented development, including mixed-use infill and retail opportunities 

3. 
Continue working with local organization (e.g., Architecture for Humanity) to develop a bike rack design competition 

Communication 

1.
Develop partnerships and maintain communication with other governments In the Triangle area 

2.
Communicate with residents and the public through the Public Affairs Department, Raleigh Television Network, social media and other media outlets about opportunities for civic engagement, and to disseminate announcements, videos, and other resources 

3.
Provide input to City staff on continued implementation of the Raleigh Bicycle Plan 

4.
Provide input to NCDOT staff on the draft Complete Streets Policy, and whether Implementation will be funded 

5.
Work with the Raleigh Police Department to establish a road rage/aggressive driving hotline 

6.
Work with SPARKcon, Earth Day, Raleigh Tamale, Raleigh Wide Open, Hillsborough Street Renaissance Festival, and other street festivals to establish a staffed booth at each event for education and outreach 

7.
Explore development of an annual “Cross Raleigh” ride to promote cycling 

Planning 

1.
Act as a resource to the Pedestrian Plan steering committee, and Triangle Bike/Ped Media Campaign steering committee 

2.
Establish a Planning Committee to review the draft Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) The UDO should provide the business community with certainty, predictability, and provide the larger community with transitions and context-sensitivity.  Review new and retrofit Street design guidelines for network connectivity and resilience through Complete Streets, short blocks, right- sized streets, and reconsideration of cui-de-sacs in favor of interconnectivity 

3.
Consider ongoing role in site plan review for specific categories of site plans 

4.
Review recent Raleigh bike/ped crash and hospital data, and develop mapping to identify patterns in crash type and location 

5.
Consider the establishment of a Neighborhood improvement Program that would fund curbs, gutters, sidewalks and storm drainage in specific neighborhoods showing signs of distress 

6.
Consider possible scenarios for co-location of bike/pad facilities with Triangle Transit light rail, and the East Coast Greenway inside City limits (and Southeast High Speed Rail in between municipalities.) 

7.
Develop cross city (north-south, east-west) bike routes through the city 

8.
Review and provide input on all major Street improvement projects and streetscape plans 

9.
Advocate for continued funding of existing and new streetscape projects (e.g., Peace Street West) 

Education 

1.
Coordinate with and support local colleges and universities to provide bicycling education relevant to their student bodies 

· Partner with NCSU to pilot the program 

2.
Partner with the Parks & Recreation Department to add bicycle safety materials to their outreach programs and Implement Trail Etiquette/Bicycle Safety checkpoints on the trails & greenways 

3.
Research funding opportunities to Incorporate League of American Bicyclists training programs into BPAC-sponsored activities 

4.
Develop a bicycle safety curriculum that local bicycle shops can incorporate into maintenance courses, group rides, and general publicity/outreach 

5.
Develop community partnerships in order to incorporate bicycle safety training during organized events (e.g., MS-150 training events) 

6.
Develop a bicycle social media campaign to promote bicycle safety and cycling-related activities 

7.
Reach lower-income con5tituents by: 

· Collaborating with local and regional Transit Operations 

· Working with local Citizen Advisory Councils 

· Utilizing the City of Raleigh’s Beehive website 

· Developing multi-lingual materials 

· Working with selected retailers, e.g. Wal-Mart 

8.
Partner with CAMPO’s Bicycle & Pedestrian Stakeholders Group to encourage and promote the League of American Bicyclists’ “Bicycle Friendly Business” program within the City 

9.
Promote childhood bicycle safety education by: 

· Developing in-school programs, e.g. bicycle rodeo & safety fairs 

· Developing community outreach programs, e.g. boy & girl scout activities 

· Developing teacher & volunteer training courses 

10.
Coordinate a volunteer base to assist in various BPAC bicycling initiatives 

Mr. Waters highlighted the report.

Mayor Meeker suggested that they check with CPO Silver about involvement with the UDO.  As far as the two additional committee members, Mayor Meeker recommended approval and recommended that it be placed on the next agenda for consideration of appointment.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Gaylord.

Mr. Crowder suggested approval of the work plan as presented including the two additional members and procedure as recommended by the Mayor.  Mayor Meeker and Mr. Gaylord accepted that as an amendment to the motion and the motion as amended was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Stephenson who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE HUMAN RELATIONS COMMITTEES
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION - 2,010 COMMUNITY DIALOGUE – RECEIVED AND REFERRED TO STAFF FOR RECOMMENDATIONS
The agenda indicated N. Lorrin Freeman, Vice Chair of the Human Relations Commission will present the report and recommendations from the 2010 Community Dialogues “Many Faces, One Community”.  The commission promotes activities, education and programs that support equal opportunity, human dignity and mutual respect among Raleigh’s citizenry.  In pursuit of this mission, the Commission held a series of five public dialogues in 2010 to involve Raleigh’s residents in a public discussion about the strengths and challenges facing the City as it continues to grow and its population becomes increasingly diverse.

The dialogues focused on issues of diversity; youth; the aging population; the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) community and the poor.

Ms. Freeman presented Council Members with a copy of the 2010 Community Dialogue “Many Faces, One Community” dated March 15, 2011.  She recognized the members of the Commission who were present and expressed appreciation to the staff involved.  Ms. Freeman pointed out this issue began at the 2009 Unity Breakfast in which the Commission decided it was a good time to go out into the community, have dialogues and get information on the strengths and challenges facing our community.  She explained the dialogues focused on the issues of diversity, youth, aging population, the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender community and the poor.  She stated they worked very hard trying to focus on the things and outlined the following six major policy areas that emerged during the dialogues:  access to information/community outreach; housing; transportation; economic security and development; health, public safety and recreation.  She talked about the number of people who participated in the community dialogues pointing out it is always amazing and gratifying that people will come out on a Saturday or Sunday to participate in their government.  She gave information on the number of people that participated that had never participated in any other kind of government event.  She talked about the City’s methods of communication including the CAC structure and indicated perhaps there are other ways to reach out to the community and invite participation.  She went over the various surveys highlighting the information.  She talked about the lack of knowledge on many people on what is going on in their government, talked about transportation improvements that will help make us a more walkable community, expressed delight to hear about the work on the pedestrian plan, the need to really find a way to engage the people of our community and the continued work proposed by the commission.
Ms. Freeman expressed appreciation to the City Council for allowing her to be a Commissioner for the past 6 years pointing out she will be rotating off in June.  
Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation for the report and suggested that the item be referred to the City Manager and staff to get their recommendations on how to proceed.

Mr. Weeks expressed appreciation for the hard work of the Commission pointing out he attended some of the community dialogues.  He stated they were very good groups, the citizens want more information and interaction from the City.  Mr. Crowder asked about sending the report to the UDO Advisory Group pointing out he thinks there might be a lot of overlap in recommendations.  Mr. Gaylord asked about ways to respond to the citizens, get them information with Mr. Freeman talking about handouts and other information pointing out all of this is included in the report.  Ms. McFarlane talked about utilization of RTN as a way to advertise.  Ms. Baldwin talked about the communication issues and talked about communication including translation of our materials, etc., which should be propriety.  Without further discussion the item was referred to staff and the UDO Advisory Group for consideration and/or recommendations.  
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE RALEIGH CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMISSION

CAC RECOMMENDATIONS RELATIVE TO BOUNDARY CHANGES – REFERRED TO THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

Will Allen, RCAC Chair, indicated the CACs were established and the boundaries set in 1973/74 time frame.  There were 18 CACs established and it has not changed since that time.  He presented maps showing the original CAC boundaries.  He stated the RCAC had been looking at possible changes to get the CAC in line with present conditions.  They looked at neighborhood characteristics, natural and made-made boundaries, CAC population projections, etc  He presented a map showing the existing CAC population highlighting those that have fewer than the 7,000 or greater than the 14,000 benchmarks.  He presented a map showing the boundary changes, which CAC may be split or merged and outlined the nine CACs in which there are no suggested changes.  He stated these have been reviewed by the RCAC and had been agreed upon by the RCAC at its annual retreat in February, 2011.
Ms. McFarlane expressed appreciation to Mr. Allen and the RCAC for their work.  She questioned if there had been any consideration to separate Wakefield and Brier Creek areas pointing out it is a long haul for those people to come in to other parts of the CAC.  She pointed out she knows we use the CACs for information dissemination, etc. and questioned if we had thought about using the homeowners associations for those two as a sort of add on.  Mr. Allen pointed out he would take that suggested or question back to the RCAC .  Mr. Odom stated he would like to send this to committee as he would like an opportunity to look at it a littler further.  Ms. Baldwin questioned the Blue Ridge Corridor and the potential of including of how that is addressed.  Without further discussion the item was referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee.
REQUEST AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

OLDE TOWNE – VARIOUS CONCERNS – NO ACTION TAKEN

Phillip Carver would like to discuss concerns relative to the Clerk’s wording of his request on the agenda, concerns about alleged destruction of Neuse River/Olde Towne plans and alleged allowing reuse of water to residents of Maybrook Subdivision, South New Hope Road.  Mr. Carver was not at the meeting.  Tammy Wilfong indicated Mr. Carver was trespassed from public meetings so he could not be at the meeting.
OLDE TOWNE – VARIOUS CONCERNS – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Tammy Wilfong would like to discuss concerns relative to people being trespassed from public meetings, City Clerk changing the words on a request and petition of citizen form violating free speech, Maybrook and reuse water, approval of Olde Towne plans and various concerns relative to the Olde Towne Development.  
Tammy Wilfong, 6401 Rock Quarry Road, explained eleven years ago the City of Raleigh attempted to over-rate her property and take both her and Mr. Carver’s lots.  After litigating, it was agreed that the 75 foot buffer would be between the two properties, properties that are laying undisturbed.  In 2006 Raleigh City Council approved Olde Towne plans.  In 2008, they came to their lots.  They called Raleigh Inspections about the fences and no trespassing signs and the City of Raleigh came out and re-staked and allowed additional permits for tree harvesting and soil erosion plans allowing Olde Towne to proceed destroying lots, trees, etc. leaving no transition between the project and her home.  They built 3 walls build around her directed drain pipes for over two years, making her yard full of biosolids.  After signing the current plans for Olde Towne project it shows a 150 foot spillway coming from the pond to her front door which clearly proves that the City has made more plans to get rid of her than to take her two lots.  People within 800 feet have died from exposure to land application of municipal sewer sludge and the City is covering her property with sewer sludge.  The City claims it is not a joint venture, but now we have proof and also providing the proof this was for the City of Raleigh to have a stakeholder’s interest in Olde Towne for water rights just about 11 years ago.  She has had proof that it will be available in court.  She stated when she petitions to speak they did not ask the clerk to speak for them by changing the words on their petitions taking their first amendment or may be you should just have her speak every time and we don’t need a council to hear the people.  I brought you a copy, proof of your spillway coming to my front door and your plans to get rid of her in the near future.
Mayor Meeker thanked Ms. Wilfong for her comments.
TRAFFIC – NORTH BLOUNT STREET – ADMINISTRATION TO PROVIDE A REPORT; BLOUNT STREET COMMONS – STATUS – TO BE PLACED ON APRIL 5 AGENDA FOR REPORT

John C. Brooks, 516 North Blount Street indicated he and his wife are both State employees.  He expressed appreciation to the Council for the action they took earlier in the agenda relative to no parking zone on Person Street.  He stated this provides some relief to the problem he is addressing.  He pointed out the City and the State cosponsor some Charrettes about Blount Street some time in the past.  There were a series of recommendations made at the end of the Charrette, relative to the four – square block area in becoming a destination point, a rare opportunity for development, etc.  He talked about the development that was to occur for single-family dwellings, restaurants, pedestrian paths, greenway, shopping, offices, apartments, etc.  He stated unfortunately that has not occurred.  He explained since LNR the company that is developing the Blount Street Commons is petitioning to build apartment houses facing Blount Street on the empty lots in the 500 block and have a similar option for the 400 block.  He stated it is felt that that would be inappropriate for the area and is in direct conflict with the master plan for the area.  He stated those properties were to be sold and single family homes constructed on them, homes that would be architecturally in keep with the neighborhood and provide green space, etc.  He stated he understands L&R is abandoning their original plans for shops, restaurants, greenways, alleyways, etc., and they are going to market the houses that are there as offices.  He presented Council members with renderings of what he understands is their revised plans which calls for as many as a 183 apartments in the various locations.  He expressed concern about the new proposal, the impact on the neighborhood, pointing out no one knows what the future economy will be but what he would like to see in this area is a downtown public library across from the revenue building which would create a designation where people will want to come.
Mayor Meeker suggested that the Council get a report from staff as he has not heard about any change of plans. 

Mr. Brooks indicated about 4 months ago two hour parking zones were established in the area.  Many signs have been placed in the area.  It is very counter productive, etc.  He stated he can’t park in front of his house and he does not see how any one could expect some one to buy a single family house or build a single family house in the location if they nor their guests could park on the street.  He stated this is traditionally where State employees have been parking and he just feels that the 2 hour parking restrictions is counter productive.  He talked about doing a survey and determined there were some 63 cars that park there all day long with handicapped stickers; therefore, the 2-hour parking spaces are being taken up with every day parking.  He asked the Council to remove the 2-hour parking restrictions and let State employees compete for the spaces.  
City Manager Allen pointed out staff has been reviewing the two hour parking and would be providing a report.  It was agreed to take no action on the request to remove the two hour parking restrictions pending receipt of the report from Administration but to place the item on the April 5 agenda to receive a status report on the Blount Street Commons.
UNFIT BUILDING – 206 LINDEN AVENUE – SIX MONTH EXTENSION GRANTED

Tiffany Elder was at the meeting pointing out she represents the owners of 206 Linden Avenue.  She stated they have pulled the permits, have an approved COA and approval for construction loan and are working on a second construction loan but the lender will not provide the loan with the pending demolition order.  She stated hopefully everything will be completed in three to six months.  Inspections Director Strickland indicated everything is moving forth and this is good news and hopefully we can save the unit.  He suggested holding the ordinance in abeyance for six months and at that time staff could report if additional action is needed.  Mr. Crowder moved Mr. Strickland’s recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and put to a vote which passed with all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Stephenson who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  
MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

UNFIT DWELLINGS – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the adoption of an ordinance prohibiting occupancy of the unfit dwellings until repaired to comply with the requirements of the Housing Code and pursuant to the provisions of Section 10-6130 of the Code of the City of Raleigh

	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NO.
	TIME LAPSE

	5904 Gamble Drive
	Jackson Leon Clark
	0107494
	123 Days

	201 A-B-C-D Star Street
	S.N. Sr. & Samuel Merritt
	0029683
	70 Days


The Mayor Meeker opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard therefore Mayor Meeker closed the hearing.  Mr. Odom moved adoption of the ordinance as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll called vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Stephenson who was absent and excused.   They Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 851.  
UNFIT BUILDING DEMOLITION – 3130 GARNER ROAD – HEARING – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This a hearing to consider the adoption of an ordinance authorizing the demolition of the unfit buildings as listed below and pursuant to the provisions of Section 10-6131 of the Code of the City of Raleigh:

	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NO.
	TIME LAPSE

	3130 Garner Road
	Nina F Jackson, Heirs
	0034901
	187 Days


The Mayor opened the hearing, no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Ms. Baldwin moved adoption of the ordinance as outlined.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Stephenson who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 852.

UNSAFE BUILDING DEMOLITION – 5332 ROCK QUARRY ROAD – WITHDRAWN

This was a hearing to consider the adoption of an ordinance authorizing the demolition of the unsafe buildings as listed below and pursuant to the provisions of Section 10-6053 of the Code of the City of Raleigh.
	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NO.
	TIME LAPSE

	5332 Rock Quarry Road
	Wayne & Gwendolyn Daniel Vick
	0060860
	145 Days




The City Clerk reported that the house had been demolished therefore the item could be withdrawn with no action taken.  The item was withdrawn.
UNFIT BUILDING DEMOLITION – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This was a hearing to adopt an Ordinance authorizing the demolition of the unfit buildings as listed below and pursuant to the provisions of Section 10-6127(d) of the City Code if the repairs necessary to render the dwellings fit for human habitation are not completed within ninety (90) days:

	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NO.
	VACATED & CLOSED

	1121 South Bloodworth Street
	Raleigh Taylor 1121 Trust
	0038260
	March 24, 2009

	430-432 Haywood Street
	Vincensia O. Bethea
	0072975
	January 25, 2010


The Mayor opened the hearings.  
Vincensia Bethea pointed out she is the property owner at 430 and 432 Haywood Street.  She indicated she was about to start work and had applied for a grant from Community Development and didn’t find out until late January that she did not qualify.  She tried to get a loan from another entity but did not qualify for a loan.  She stated she came to the City to ask if the City would like to purchase the property but the City expressed no interest.  She stated she is in the process of talking to the bank about a short sale.  She just wants to get rid of the property and get out of the obligations.  She pointed out she has now learned the property is in a historic district.  In response to questioning she pointed out the house is boarded up.  Inspections Director Strickland suggested that the Council go ahead and adopt the ordinance pointing out it would have a 90 day window in which Ms. Bethea could continue her investigation.  He stated if she was not successful in getting a loan or selling the property, she could come back to the Council at that time.  Mr. Crowder moving adopting the ordinance as recommended for 430 and 432 Haywood Street.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Stephenson who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 853.

Mr. Weeks moved adoption of an ordinance as advertised relating to 1121 South Bloodworth Street.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Stephenson who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 853.

UNFIT BUILDING DEMOLITION – 2350-2352 WADE AVENUE – HELD TO RECEIVED REPORT FROM CITY ATTORNEY
This was a hearing to consider the adoption of a resolution confirming the charges for demolition of the Unfit Buildings as a lien against the property as listed below:

	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NO.
	DEMOLITIONCOST

	2350-2352 Wade Avenue
	Ellezom Corporation
	0016804
	$20,112


The Mayor opened the hearing.  The property owner indicated these charges had been paid therefore the item could be withdrawn from the agenda.  Inspections Director Strickland pointed out the property owner has paid some $20,000 in civil penalties but this is to confirm the cost for the actual demolition.  The property owner indicated he thought he had paid everything.  City Attorney McCormick indicated as he understands the property owner has paid on civil penalties but has not paid for demolition.  The owner did come to his office and a payment was made for the civil penalties.  The property owner indicated he did not understand, he thought everything had been paid.  It was agreed to hold the item and get a report from the City Attorney.
PUBLIC NUISANCE COST CONFIRMATION – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the adoption of a resolution confirming the charges for the abatement of public nuisances as a lien against the property as listed below:

	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NO.
	ABATEMENTCOST

	1324 Athens Drive
	Shamsul A Khan & Shireen Islam
	0037222
	$225

	2700 Barrington Drive
	Crawford F & Sherry L Runion
	0056087
	$430

	905 Capital Blvd.
	James K & Kathy House Dew
	0071540
	$700

	512 Dacian Road
	Freddy M & Sandra Guzman
	0050948
	$420

	516 Dacian Road
	Freddy M & Sandra Guzman
	0050949
	$500

	1108 Mark Street
	Taylor Wake Properties Inc.
	0126432
	$650

	6404 Mill Cove
	Deutsche Bank National Trust Co.
	0161736
	$315

	1719 Poole Road
	Deutsche Bank National Trust Co Trust
	0068359
	$275

	900 Reflection Court
	Coastal Federal Credit Union
	0201780
	$215

	3301 Rock Quarry Road
	Rock Quarry Holdings LLC
	0056390
	$370

	5805 Rock Quarry Road
	Brooks Denmark LLC
	0073678
	$450

	5901 Rock Quarry Road
	Brooks Denmark LLC
	0035757
	$470

	517 Solar Drive
	James & Annette Shufford
	0102040
	$400


The Mayor opened the hearing for each location.  No one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Ms. Baldwin moved adoption of a resolution confirming costs as outlined.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Stephenson who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 330.
ANNEXATION PETITIONS – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the following petitioned annexations.  If following the hearing the Council wishes to proceed with the annexation, it would be appropriate to adopt an ordinance annexing the properties effective June 30, 2011, and a resolution placing the properties in the appropriate electoral districts.

LOCATION
ELECTORAL DISTRICT

3905 Durham Drive and Intervening ROW
D

Old Tower Subdivision and Intervening ROW
A

The Mayor opened the hearing on each location.  No one asked to be heard thus the hearings were closed.  Ms. McFarlane moved adoption of ordinances annexing the property effective June 30, 2011 and a resolution placing the property in the appropriate electrical districts.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Stephenson who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinances 854, 855 and Resolution 331.
EVIDENTIARY HEARING

SP-56-10 – HAMPTON INN GLENWOOD SOUTH – HEARING – APPROVED; TO BE PLACED ON APRIL 5 AGENDA

This was a hearing to consider a request for a variance from City Code Section 10-3004 requiring additional right-of-way dedication along property frontage at 600 Glenwood Avenue - Hampton Inn Glenwood South.  (SP-56-10).

The City Clerk swore in those persons who indicated they plan to speak.

Attorney Worth pointed out they had filed their petition in the manner for a variance under City Code Section 10-3004 and highlighted the following information.
Glenwood Hospitality Associates, LLC, a North Carolina limited liability company (GHA), hereby requests under Section 10-3004 that the Raleigh City Council grant it a variance from the strict requirements of Section 3.1 of the Streets, Sidewalks, and Driveway Handbook which require the dedication of an additional thirty-four (34) feet of right-of way along Glenwood Avenue in connection with GHA’s development of its property located at 600 Glenwood Avenue (PINs 1704417743, 1704418744 and 1704418795) (the Property”).  

GHA is proposing to construct a 126-room hotel on the Property which contains a total of 0.49 acres on three lots in accordance with a Site Plan approved by the Planning Commission on February 22, 2011 as SP-56-10.  The dedication as required under the Streets, Sidewalks, and Driveway Handbook would consume 1,333 square feet of a site which includes only 20,037 square feet (or 6.0%), leaving a site which could not reasonably accommodate the planned hotel.  The very small size of the combined subject lots within the urban Glenwood South setting creates extreme practical difficulties and unnecessary hardship for development of this property in an efficient and economically viable manner.  In addition, a determination that additional right-of-way dedication is necessary based solely on road classification without regard to existing road context creates additional practical difficulty when a major thoroughfare runs through a built out pedestrian oriented neighborhood with scarce, small and expensive lots.  To achieve the amenities, density and walkability desired by the City of Raleigh for urban properties in the Central Business District in accordance with the City’s Comprehensive Plan and in order for the property owner to achieve financial viability, a variance is required.  

The City has established a precedent of granting variances for such dedication requirements in the Glenwood South and downtown areas where road widening is not practical or even desired given the built environment and the desire to foster densely developed urban, pedestrian oriented areas.  The Staff Report prepared in connection with the SP-56-01 indicates that the City’s Development Plans Review Group found the existing right-of-way width to be adequate, given the context of the street within the Glenwood South area.  A variance would be in accord with the general purpose and intent of Raleigh’s development ordinance as it will permit high quality pedestrian oriented development, while allowing the current width of the roadway to be maintained which width has been determined to be adequate by the City’s professional planners.  The granting of the requested variance will ensure the public safety and welfare as the current width of Glenwood Avenue will be maintained while the sidewalks will be widened to fourteen feet in accordance with the City’s Glenwood South Streetscape Plan, Comprehensive Plan and Urban Design Guidelines.  In addition, the requested variance will permit the construction of the hotel project in an economically viable manner which will enhance the public welfare by adding much needed hotel rooms to support Raleigh’s convention, business and recreational needs and adding both construction and hotel Jobs and tax base to the City.  

In consideration of the foregoing, Glenwood Hospitality Associates, LLC respectfully requests that the Raleigh City Council grant the requested variance.  

Attorney Worth presented the following exhibits:  

Exhibit 1
petition requesting variance under City Code Section 10-3004

Exhibit 2
packet containing preliminary site plan – Hampton Inn – Glenwood South

Exhibit 3
information from staff which indicates Glenwood Avenue as a major thoroughfare requiring 90 foot of right-of-way.  A variance will be required to waive the right-of-way dedication and staff will support the variance.

Exhibit 4
the certified recommendation asking that it be a part of the record

Exhibit 4A
which is certified action of the City of Raleigh Planning Department and called attention to Page 3 which speaks of the variance, Page 8 and Page 9 – DT2.5 and D2.5 – widened sidewalks and T3.2 redefining road classifications.  

Professional Engineer Thomas N. Tysinger (sworn) spoke in support of the request and responded to questions from Mr. Crowder relative to the upper floors of the proposed building lining up at 510 Glenwood and how the request meets the intent of the code.  
Traffic Engineer Eric Lamb (sworn) testified about previous variances granted prior to the requirement for a quasi judicial hearings.  

Planner Eric Hodge (sworn) testified that the development plan review group had reviewed the proposal and request and pointed out it is in keeping with code requirements.  Mayor Meeker stated the exhibit would be accepted.  
No one else asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Crowder moved approval based on general facts to be considered under Code Section 10-2141(b) and that it meet those standards.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Gaylord and put to a vote which passed with all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Stephenson who was absent and excused.  Mayor Meeker ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  The item will be placed on the April 5 agenda for consideration of approval of findings of facts and conclusions of law.  

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT GROUP – MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING – APPROVED; ITEM HELD IN COMMITTEE

Mayor Meeker stated Council members received in their agenda packet a Memorandum of Understanding for an Economic Development Group to serve the City of Raleigh.  Adoption of the Memorandum of Understanding is recommended.
The Committee is holding the item “Economic Development Report” for further discussion concerning a study of Municipal Economic Development Best Practices submitted by the Raleigh Area Development Authority.  On behalf of the committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendations be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks.  Mr. Odom questioned how the Chamber and other groups fit into this with it being pointed out this is developing a working arrangement.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Stephenson who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

RALEIGH CITY MUSEUM – APPROPRIATION APPROVED; LONG-TERM FUNDING STRUCTURE – COMMITTEE TO BE APPOINTED

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends appropriating $15,000 from Council Contingency to cover unexpected expenses relating to the Raleigh City Museum.

The Committee recommends appointment of an eight member group - two from Downtown Raleigh Alliance, two from Convention and Visitors Bureau, two from Raleigh City Museum Board and two appointed by Council to look at and review long-term options for funding and operation of the Raleigh City Museum with the understanding a report will be made back to the Committee in three to six months.
On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Stephenson who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 49 TF 156.

City Manager Allen pointed out he would suggest if City staff is selected to be on the group that the Council consider Assistant City Manager Howe and Mordecai Executive Director Troy Burton.  Mayor Meeker suggested that the appointment of the Council appointees be placed on the next agenda for consideration.
UPPER NEUSE CLEAN WATER INITIATIVE – HEBRON ROAD PROPERTY – FUNDS DE-OBLIGATED

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends that the $88,450 of the original $160,000 appropriated from the UNCWI be de-obligated and returned to the UNCWI account balance as the project has been modified.  On behalf of the committee, Mayor Meeker moved the commendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Stephenson who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
GREENWAY PURCHASE – ANDREWS PROPERTY – APPROVED

Mr. Crowder reported the Real Estate Division of the Budget & Economic Development Committee by unanimous vote recommends authorizing the purchase of the Andrews property with the City’s portion not to exceed $46,000.  The property is located in eastern Durham County, South of Highway 98 and directly adjacent to Lick Creek which drains into Falls Lake.  The Triangle Greenways Council will provide stewardship service for the 4.35 acre site which provides 430 lineal feet of lineal stream frontage and is valued at $106,840.  This property has the potential to be used in a future greenway project.  Mr. Crowder moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker.  Mr. Odom questioned if we will annex this property to the City of Raleigh or if it will stay in Durham County.  Mayor Meeker pointed out there is no intention of annexing the property this is being purchased to protect the watershed.  Mr. Odom expressed concern pointing out it seems that Durham is not protecting the watershed as it should therefore the City of Raleigh is having to expend money to do so.  Brief discussion took place on what is being proposed, the motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Odom who voted in the negative and Mr. Stephenson who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-1 vote.

CONSERVATION EASEMENT – JOINT PURCHASE – APPROVED

Mr. Crowder reported the Real Estate Division of the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends by unanimous vote that the City authorize the joint purchase with Orange County and the Eno River Association of the 5.18 acre known as the Halls Mill II property with the City’s portion not to exceed $5,200.  The property has 400 feet of river frontage which flows indirectly into Falls Lake and is valued at $26,000.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Crowder moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker.  City Manager Allen explained the amount of money is being put in by Orange County.  Mr. Odom had questions as to who would own the property and exactly why the City is participating in this type activity.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Odom who voted in the negative and Mr. Stephenson who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-1 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

GREENWAYS – USE – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA

Chairperson McFarlane reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends that the item relating to use of greenways be removed from the agenda with no action taken.  Without objection the item was so removed.

STREAM BUFFER ACQUISITION COMPREHENSIVE PLAN – DIRECTION GIVEN

Chairperson McFarlane reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends that Action PR 3.4 in the Comprehensive Plan be amended to read as follows:

"Direct the City to develop a program to accelerate greenway acquisition to incorporate at least 100 feet of vegetative buffer or the entire 100-year floodplain, whichever is greater, along designated streams, through additional funding and/or regulations."

On behalf of the Committee, Ms. McFarlane moved the recommendation be upheld.  She pointed out the discussion in committee that proceeded this motion pointed out that this was in regard to undeveloped land only.  Mr. Odom stated he had received some emails and he thinks the concern is in relationship to the text change with it being pointed out by Ms. McFarlane this is undeveloped land only.  It has no impact on any developed land.  Mr. Odom again stated Council had received an email and he would provide the email to staff to get in touch with the person to discuss there concerns.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which passed unanimously (Stephenson absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

Chairperson McFarlane reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends that staff be directed to investigate whether a new legislative authority is required for the City to use existing stormwater utility fees for storm water impact prevention as well as stormwater impact mitigation.  On behalf of the Committee, Ms. McFarlane moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Stephenson who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

NO REPORT

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

NO REPORT

REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

BERKSHIRE DOWNS – WYNECOTT DRIVE – ADMINISTRATION TO PROVIDE A REPORT
Mr. Odom indicated he had received concerns relative to condition of Wynecott Drive.  He stated this street is in Berkshire Downs and he understands it has a long running history, is part public/private streets etc.  He asked that Administration provide a report on the condition and possibility of repairing the potholes, etc.  The item was referred to Administration.
PARKING TICKETS – INFORMATION REQUESTED

Ms. Baldwin indicated Council had received an email from Lonnette Williams relative to parking problems and concerns expressed by the CAC.  Ms. Baldwin stated she had a discussion with Mr. Weeks about this and they would like to find out exactly what is going on. Mr. Crowder stated he understands they were asking about warning tickets being issued when new enforcement is taking place.  City Manager Allen pointed out he did not think there were any new changes that were put into effect.  Administration was asked to provide a report.

TEXT CHANGE – FOOD TRUCKS – DIRECTION GIVEN

Ms. Baldwin pointed out Council members received a memorandum from CPO Silver relative to the number of text changes the Planning Department is working on.  One is the food truck issue.  She stated if that one is not done in time for the April public hearing, she would like for the Council to set a special hearing so we could address the issue before summer.

CPO Silver talked about the number of text changes his department is working on pointing out they are trying to get as many done as possible.  He stated they are trying to get the food truck proposal in draft form and he feels they will be able to meet the 10-day window for advertising.  Ms. Baldwin again stated if we cannot get it scheduled for the April hearing, she would like to schedule a special hearing in May.  She questioned how long it would take to get a recommendation back from the Planning Commission after the hearing.  The schedule was talked about with Mayor Meeker suggesting that staff aim for the April public hearing for the food truck text change and if that could not be accomplished to let the Council know. 
RECYCLING FACILITY – GARNER ROAD – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Weeks expressed appreciation to City staff for their work in getting the street cleaned up in the vicinity of the Garner Road recycling facility.  He thanked everyone involved and asked staff to keep an eye on the situation.

CIAA CHAMPIONSHIP – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Weeks stated he would like to do a shout out for Shaw University for bringing back the CIAA Championship.  He stated the Shaw women are still on their march and commended all for a successful tournament.  He expressed appreciation to the City Manager and DRA for working with Shaw’s President about a special recognition.  Mr. Weeks stated he is wearing his maroon in honor of Shaw.  The comments were received.

ST. MONICA’S TEEN CENTER – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker indicated Council had received a letter from U.S. Secretary of Education commending the City on the St. Monica Teen Center and recognition of that facility.  The comments were received.

COUNCIL SCHEDULE – VARIOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS MADE

Mayor Meeker indicated the City Council work shop on transportation bonds, etc., has been scheduled for 4:00 p.m. on April 11 at Walnut Creek Wetland Center. 

Mayor Meeker announced that the Budget & Economic Development Committee would not meet on Tuesday, March 22, 2011.  He stated there may be a meeting on March 29, but he would let Council know.  

MILLBROOK HIGH SCHOOL – BASKETBALL TEAMS – CONGRATULATED
Ms. McFarlane congratulated the Millbrook High School Boys and Girls Team who this week made it to the State finals.  She commended them on a job well done.

TRAFFIC CONCERNS – 900 and 1000 BLOCKS OF PEACE STREET – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

Mr. Crowder asked that an item be referred to Public Works Committee relative to concern about the number of accidents in the 900 and 1000 Blocks of Peace Street.  Without discussion the item was so referred.

STANHOPE CONSTRUCTION IMPACTS REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

Mr. Crowder asked that an item be referred to Public Works Committee relative to the Stanhope  Community pointing out he would like a venue to help facilitate discussion on concerns about the traffic, signage, parking, etc.  He stated we want to help work through this construction in a successful manner.  Without objection the item was so referred.

BILLBOARDS – OPPOSITION TO SENATE BILL 183 – CITY ATTORNEY DIRECTED TO DRAFT RESOLUTION

Mr. Crowder asked that the City Attorney be directed to draft a resolution opposing Senate Bill 183.  He stated this is the Senate Bill relating to billboards.  He asked that the attorney draft a resolution and place it on the next agenda for consideration.

PLANNING COMMISSION – ETJ REPRESENTATION – REPORT REQUESTED

Mr. Crowder pointed out as the City is working through the need for redistricting based on the new census to make sure that we are in compliance with the one person one vote requirement.  He feels it would be good to look at the make up of our Planning Commission.  He stated in June, two of the Planning Commission members who serve the ETJ will be rotating off and would not be eligible for reappointment.  He stated this had been discussed in the past and it had been noted that it might be appropriate to make sure we have representation based on the one person/one vote requirement.  He suggested when the term of those two people are up that the positions be retired.  Mayor Meeker suggested that we hold up and get a report from the City Attorney on the census, the history of the make up of the Planning Commission, the Legislative authority of that makeup and then look at the requirements.  Mr. Crowder agreed.
APPOINTMENTS

APPOINTMENTS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

The City Clerk reported the following results of the ballot vote:

Appearance Commission – One Vacancy – No nominees

Civil Service Commission – One Vacancy – Business Representative

The Clerk pointed out the Mayor had nominated Denise Smith Cline and questioned if the Mayor was nominating Ms. Cline for the business representative or the attorney slot which will be coming up later.  Mayor Meeker indicated he understands that the term of David York, Attorney, will be expiring soon and he does not wish to be considered for reappointment; therefore, he is nominating Ms. Cline for that position.  It was agreed to accept that nomination and carry the item over to the nest meeting. 

Housing Appeals Board – One Vacancy – No nominees

Transit Authority – One Vacancy – Alternate Member – Ms. McFarlane nominated Randall Stagner.  Ms. Baldwin nominated Jane Thurman.  
All items will be carried over to the next meeting.
NOMINATIONS

HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION – NOMINATIONS MADE

The term of Dr. Barbara Ann Hughes is expiring.  She is not eligible fore reappointment because of length of service.  Ms. Baldwin commended Dr. Hughes for her service on this Commission.  Mr. Weeks nominated Robin Hicks.  The item will be carried over to the next meeting.  

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

PAWNSHOP ORDINANCE – INFORMATION RECEIVED

City Attorney McCormick indicated the North Carolina Court of Appeals upheld the City’s change in the pawnshop ordinance.  He expressed appreciation to all involved in that work. 

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK

MINUTES – MARCH 1, 2011 – APPROVED

Council members received in their agenda packet minutes of the March 1, 2011 Council meeting.  Mayor Meeker moved approval as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Stephenson absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

TAX – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Council members received in their agenda packet a proposed resolution adjusting, rebating or refunding penalties, exemptions and relieving interest for late listing of property for ad valorem taxes.  Adoption is recommended.  Mayor Meeker moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Stephenson who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 332.
CLOSES SESSION

EVALUATION OF CITY ATTORNEY AND CITY CLERK – HELD

Mayor Meeker stated a motion is in order to enter closed session pursuant to NCGS 143-318.11(a)(6) to conduct a performance review of the City Attorney and the City Clerk.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the motion as read.  His motion was second by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members to voting in the affirmative except Mr. Stephenson who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote and the Council went into closed session 3:09 p.m.

The Council reconvened in opened session at 4:05 p.m.  Mayor Meeker announced the City Council had done their evaluation for the City Attorney and the City Clerk.  He stated the Council thanked the two for their long dedicated quality service.  The Council had a successful evaluation.  In terms of compensation, he stated the City Council took the following actions:  
City Attorney – increase salary from $215,000 to $220,000, a $5,000 increase effective January 1, 2011 and increase the contribution for his deferred compensation (supplementary retirement contribution) from 13% to 14% effective July 1, 2010.  All other benefits remain the same.

City Clerk – increase salary from $117,500 to $120,000, a $2,500 increase effective January 1, 2011.  All other benefits remain the same.
Mayor Meeker stated this action was in the 2% to 2.4% range which is in line with the type merit increases included in this fiscal year budget for City employees.  He stated he does not know what is being considered for next fiscal year but this is in line with this fiscal year.  

Adjournment.  There being no further business, Mayor Meeker announced the meeting adjourned at 4:07 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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