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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 17, 2011, in the City Council Chamber of the Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.




Mayor Charles C. Meeker, Presiding




Mayor Pro Tem Nancy McFarlane




Councilor Mary-Ann Baldwin




Councilor Thomas G. Crowder




Councilor Bonner Gaylord




Councilor John Odom




Councilor Russ Stephenson



Councilor Eugene Weeks

Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Reverend Doctor H. C. Miller, Tupper Memorial Baptist Church.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Council Member Stephenson.

The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS

PROCLAMATION – JADE WILLIAMS DAY – PROCLAIMED
Mayor Meeker read a proclamation proclaiming Tuesday, May 17, 2001 as Jade Williams Day in the City of Raleigh.  He pointed out on April 16, 2011 tornadoes and storms took four lives, destroyed 138 homes and 8 businesses and greatly damaged another 700 homes and done more than $115M in damage.  He stated Jade Williams’ mother is a single parent who lost her job as a result of the recession and has struggled to avoid foreclosure of their home.  He pointed out Jade is a student at Brooks Museum Magnet School which many of the children of the Stoney Brook neighborhood attend.  Several children from that neighborhood lost their lives during the storm.  Jade’s birthday was coming up and she asked her mother to let the children of the Stoney Brook neighborhood who lost their homes help her celebrate her birthday at her home and at a roller skating rink.  She raised funds from those who attend her church and her friends and on April 30 shared her love and good fortune and spirit with those tornado victims.  The Proclamation was presented to Jade and her mother.

RECOGNITION – NORTH CAROLINA BAPTIST MEN – MADE

Mayor Meeker recognized Kristen Rosselli who recognized incredible work of the North Carolina Baptist Men for their work and tremendous help offered to the City of Raleigh in the tornado recovery work.  
Mayor Meeker recognized Community Services Director Kristen Rosselli who expressed appreciation to the Mayor and City Council for recognizing the incredible work of the North Carolina Baptist Men’s Disaster Recovery unit for their work and tremendous help given to the citizens of Raleigh following the April 16, 2011 tornadoes.

Len Honeycutt stated he has lived in Raleigh all of his life but just recently learned where the city got the name “City of Oaks”.  He talked about the number of jobs they have completed and are still working indicating they have been blessed to work with the City of Raleigh and Wake County in their ministry in the name of Jesus.  He introduced the Director of Disaster work who thanked all for allowing them to be involved.

Mayor Meeker presented approximately 200 City of Raleigh pins to distribute to those who have helped.    

RECOGNITION – BB&T LIGHTHOUSE PROJECT – RECOGNIZED

Mayor Meeker recognized Barry Hines and Joshua Stone with BB&T who talked about the BB&T Lighthouse project.  They stated this project was started in 2009 and they will continue their work at the Annie Wilkerson MD Nature Preserve and presented a check in the amount of $4,561 which will be used for benches and picnic tables to place at the project.  They talked about their commitment to this project with Mayor Meeker expressing appreciation for a job well done.  
TORNADO RECOVERY – COMMENTS RECEIVED; UNINSURED/UNDERINSURED – POSSIBLE HELP – REFERRED TO BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE; SOUTH SAUNDERS CORRIDOR PLAN – REFERRED TO BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

City Manager Allen pointed out he had provided the Council with an update on the tornado recovery.  He pointed out we are asking citizens to get their vegetative debris to the curb by June 1 as that is when we will be loosing our contractor.  He pointed out the City has made three passes and a lot has been removed and encouraged citizens to do as much as possible to get everything to the curb by June 1.  
Mr. Weeks pointed out some of the people who lost their homes were uninsured or do not have enough insurance to make repairs to allow them to move back into their home.  He questioned if the City of Raleigh can look at some type funding to help some of these people get their houses back to minimum code so that they can move back in.  He pointed out he is talking about something such as low interest loans or something of that nature.  
Mayor Meeker indicated he understands there are four to six dozens families who do not have insurance or were underinsured.  He suggested that we refer the item to Budget & Economic Development Committee and may be look at the possibility of utilizing some of the housing bond funds to help in this situation.  He stated we are probably not talking about a huge amount of money but if it may be a possibility that the City could up with some way to help.  
Mr. Odom asked about waiving of permits or fees to help out in that way with the Mayor indicating that could be looked at.
Mr. Crowder indicated a couple of years ago it was agreed to update the South Saunders Wilmington Street Corridor plan.  He stated that was never completed and because of the destruction along those areas it may be a good time to revisit that.  Mayor Meeker suggested that item also be referred to the Budget & Economic Development Committee.

TORNADO RELIEF – RISE UP RALEIGH – ANNOUNCED

Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to Ms. Baldwin and others for putting together a concert to benefit the tornado victims.  He indicated it is going to be a great concert on June 3, from 5:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.  It will be a lot of fun for many people.  All are donating their time and all of the proceeds will go to help the tornado victims.  He stated it will be a family friendly event, the City and we will be asking for a contribution of $20 or as much as one can contribute.  He asked all to come, bring their friends and check books to help with this effort.  He expressed appreciation to everyone who has been involved and pointed out the City has set a goal to raise some $100,000.  Ms. Baldwin has raised $25,000 in sponsorship.  He commended all for a job well done.

POST OFFICE – POSSIBLE CLOSING – RESOLUTION OF OPPOSITION ADOPTED

Mayor Meeker pointed out he held a press conference earlier in the day and expressed appreciation to those council members who were in attendance.  At the press conference he announced the City’s opposition to the closing of the Post Office on Fayetteville Street.  He indicated the postal facility has been in that location 130+ years and it serves more walk in traffic than many other facilities in the area.  He talked about the possible closing and efforts to get that decision turned around and to keep the Century post office opened.  He stated the City Attorney had prepared a resolution to express the City of Raleigh’s opposition to the apparent intent of the United States Postal Service to close the historic century Post Office located in the heart of downtown Raleigh.  He stated he would like to see the resolution adopted.  Mr. Crowder moved the Council suspend its rules and adopt the resolution as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks.
Mr. Odom stated he would have to vote against this resolution basically because of the whereas in the resolution which indicates the New Bern Avenue post office is unsuitable for the needs of the downtown community as it is not easily assessed by pedestrians and is not an esthetically pleasing building.  He expressed concern about that portion of the resolution.  He stated he is in favor of keeping the post office on Fayetteville Street but questioned the cost to the citizens of Raleigh.  He stated he does not have any information to tell him how much it costs the City to keep that open with it being pointed out it is a Federal facility and does not cost the citizens of Raleigh anything. Mr. Odom pointed out we are all citizens of the United States and it costs us any time the United States does something.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Odom who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-1 vote.  See Resolution 366.
CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Meeker presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion.  He stated the vote on the Consent Agenda would be a roll call vote.  He stated if a Councilor requests discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  Mayor Meeker pointed out Council members had received at the table information on a grant from Wake County, two additional street closings and a contract and transfer relating to storm recovery.  He asked that those items be added to the Consent Agenda.  Mayor Meeker stated in addition, he has received the following requests to withdraw items from the Consent Agenda.  Convention Center And Progress Energy Center for Performing Arts Rate Increases (Crowder); Equipment Fund Installment for Financing (Stephenson); Space Renovation (Crowder/Gaylord); Professional Services – EPR System (McFarlane-Crowder); Greenway Easement Condemnation – Timlic (Meeker).  Without objection, those items were withdrawn from the Consent Agent.  Ms. Baldwin moved that administration’s recommendations on the remaining items including the added items on the Consent Agenda be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  
The items on the Consent Agenda were as follows:
STORMWATER PETITIONS – NEW PROJECTS – APPROVED
Four petition requests for water quality cost share projects were reviewed by the Stormwater Management Advisory Commission. The following four projects were recommended for approval by the Stormwater Management Advisory Commission in accordance with the provisions of Stormwater Quality Cost Share Policy. The total estimated cost is $93,725 with the City share estimated at $20,613.
Listed below are the four projects for the Council review.

Location





City Funding Requested
104 Plainview Drive





$3,300

1634 Automotive Way




$5,000

1800 Bennett Street





$4,813

403 Kinsey Street





$7,500

Funds are available in account 470-2240-790010-00975-CIP05-83710001 and will be transferred administratively.
Recommendation:  Approve the stormwater quality petitions.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Crowder – 8 ayes.  

ANNEXATION PETITIONS – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – REFERRED TO CITY CLERK TO CHECK SUFFICIENCY AND SCHEDULE HEARINGS
The following petitions for annexations appeared on the agenda.

	Area Name Contiguous
	Petitioner
	Acres
	Proposed Use

	Brandemere Subdivision Daniel H. Frye, Jr. and Intervening Right-of-Way
	Daniel H. Frye, Jr. VP, Atlas NC I SPE, LLC
	20.62
	Residential

	St. Gregorios Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church and Intervening Right-of-Way 
	Mathew P. Idiculla, Secretary, Santhosh C. Varghese, Trustee
	2.84
	Institutional

	North Raleigh United Methodist Church & Intervening R-O-W
	Roger B. Honbarrier, President 
	6.42
	Institutional

	The Crest at Briar Creek, Tract 2
	Gerald Massey, TRG Briar Creek, LLLP
	.02
	Residential

	The Retreat at Raleigh and Intervening Right-of-Way
	Kirk L. Dellinger/ Dellmoore, LLC, Ruth D. Core, Josh M. DeCarolis and Debbie and Daniel Flebotte
	23.80
	Residential

	Satellite Petition
	
	
	

	Van Hanh Temple and Intervening Right-of-Way
	Khue Van Pham and Du D. Le/NC Buddhist Association
	5.90
	Institutional


Recommendation:  That these annexation petitions be acknowledged and that Council requests the City Clerk to check their sufficiency pursuant to State statutes, and if found sufficient advertise for public hearing on Tuesday, June 21, 2011.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Crowder – 8 ayes.  
PARADE ROUTES – VARIOUS – APPROVED

The agenda presented the following request for parade routes.

9200 Block of Dakins Court

Vickie Takei, representing her Durant Trace neighborhood, requests to hold a parade and block party on Monday, July 4, 2011, from 3:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m.
She also requests a waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on city property and a waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.

2500 Block of Dahlgreen Road

Vickie Takei, representing her neighborhood, requests to hold a parade and Halloween party on Saturday, October 29, 2011, from 3:30 p.m. until 10:00 p.m.  She also requests a rain date of Sunday, October 30, 2011, from 3:30 p.m. until 10:00 p.m.
She also requests a waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on city property and a waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.
Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions on reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Crowder – 8 ayes.

ROAD RACES – VARIOUS LOCATIONS AND DATES – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

The agenda presented the following request for road races.

Hillsborough Street, Glenwood Avenue, New Bern Ave and West Hargett Street Vicinity
Tommy Newman, representing North Carolina Special Olympics, requests to hold a race on Thursday, June 2, 2011, from 9:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. and on Friday, June 3, 2011, from 6:00 p.m. until 8:15 p.m. for the NC Law Enforcement Torch Run.
New Leesville Boulevard Vicinity

Leslie Young, representing her neighborhood, requests to hold a race on Saturday, August 6, 2011, from 8:00 a.m. until 10:30 a.m.
Lead Mine Road Vicinity

Caitlin Palczuk, representing the A.E. Finley YMCA, requests to hold a race on Sunday, August 21, 2011, from 7:30 a.m. until 11:00 a.m.
Halifax Street Vicinity

Mike Waldvogel, representing the North Carolina Road Runners club, requests to hold a race on Saturday, September 24, 2011, from 7:30 a.m. until 10:30 a.m.
Bedford Community Vicinity

Scott Kirby, presenting the Bedford Subdivision is requesting permission to hold a triathlon event utilizing various City streets in their area on Saturday, June 4 from 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  Proceeds from the event will go to the Duke Cancer Center.  Council members received information at the table on the City streets that would be utilized with it being pointed out the swim part of the competition will be held at the community center.  Homeowners Association supports the race.
Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions on reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Crowder – 8 ayes.

STREET CLOSINGS – VARIOUS LOCATIONS AND DATES – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

The agenda presented the following requests for temporary street closings.
Buckhead Drive Vicinity
Paul Farris, representing his neighborhood, requests a street closure on Saturday, May 21, 2011, from 3:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. for a neighborhood block party.
He also requests a waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and a waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.
500 Block of West Hargett Street
Kelly Griffin, representing 5 Star Restaurant, requests a street closure on Sunday, May 22, 2011, from 11:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. for a basketball tournament.
He also requests a waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and a waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.
2700 Block of Webb Street
Susan Ingram, representing her neighborhood, requests a street closure on Sunday, May 22, 2011, from 5:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. for a neighborhood celebration.
700 Block of McCulloch Street
Amy Marshall, representing the Boylan Heights neighborhood, requests a street closure on Monday, May 30, 2011, from 5:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. for a graduation celebration.

2500 Block of Dahlgreen Road

Vickie Takei, representing her neighborhood, requests a street closure on Saturday, June 4, 2011, from 3:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. for a neighborhood block party.
She also requests a waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and a waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.
Goode Street Vicinity
Terri Conyers, representing the Healing Place, requests a street closure on Saturday, June 4, 2011, from 8:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. for an anniversary celebration.
100 Block of Fayetteville Street
Zack Medford, representing Isaac Hunter’s Tavern, requests a street closure on Saturday, June 11, 2011, and Saturday, June 18, 2011, from 5:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. for outdoor events
He also requests a waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and a waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.
Flint Place Vicinity
Pamela Lietz, representing Pullen Park Neighborhood, requests a street closure on Saturday, June 11, 2011, from 2:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. for a neighborhood block party.

She also requests a waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and a waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.

2200 Block of Spacious Skies Street
Maria Pucci, representing her neighborhood, requests a street closure on Saturday, July 9, 2011, from 5:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. for neighborhood block party.  She also requests a rain date of July 16, 2011, from 5:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m.
She also requests a waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and a waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.
5500 Block of Newberry Drive
Jodi Turner is requesting permission to close the 5500 block of Newberry Drive from Millbrook to Farley on Monday, May 30th from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. in connection with a Memorial Day celebration block party.  She also is requesting permission to allow for possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages in the enclosed area.  

Recommendation:  Approval of the temporary street closings as outlined on reports Council members received in their agenda packets.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Crowder – 8 ayes.
ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND CONSERVATION BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM – PROPOSAL TO REVISE – APPROVED

On January 19, 2010, City Council voted to accept the Energy Efficiency Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) from the Department of Energy through the Office of Sustainability as part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) and to establish budgets associated with 12 projects that were to be funded by this grant.  (Ordinance 686 TF 129)  On May 4, 2010, City Council voted to amend the budget ordinance to consolidate the Weatherization Loan Program with the Residential and Commercial Energy Efficiency Loan Program for economy of scale for efficient administration purposes as well as to serve a broader base of the community with a single loan program.  (Ordinance (2010) 729 TF 136)  No banks or non-profit organizations have agreed to administer this program with the available grant amount of $764,080.  All attempts to attract any organization interested in this program have failed.

It is requested that Administration be authorized to submit a revision to the EECBG grant that would allow redistribution of these funds to the existing projects as follows, consistent with EECBG guidelines and approved by the Department of Energy.   These funds will be used to support/enhance activities to include:  funding to conduct a community-wide Climate Action Plan, providing additional 95 gallon recycling carts to the Solid Waste recycling program, installing anti-idling equipment in police vehicles, conversion of refuse trucks to propane fuel, additional funds for the development of the Office of Sustainability including programs for community education and outreach, leasing of electric vehicles for City fleet, developing a neighborhood residential energy efficiency program for the community and expansion of the Green Builders work force development training program.

Transferred From:

810-1410-790010-996-GRT00-76020000
Residential and Commercial Energy
$764,080


Efficiency Loan Program-EECBG

Transferred To:

810-1410-790010-996-GRT00-76030000
Climate Action Plan - EECBG
$300,000

810-5031-790010-996-GRT00-76060000
Solid Waste Services Pilot for
18,000


Enhanced Recycling-EECBG


810-4020-790010-996-GRT00-76070000
Vehicle Conversion to Electric Battery
141,080


Powered-EECBG


810-5032-790010-996-GRT00-76070000
Vehicle Conversion to Electric Battery
90,000


Powered-EECBG

810-1410-790010-996-GRT00-76110000
Establish Office Sustainability - EECBG
130,000

810-1410-790010-996-GRT00-76120000
Green Builders Certification and 
    85,000


Community Education Program – EECBG



$764,080

Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Crowder – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 875 TF 160.
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT - AFFORDABLE RENTAL HOUSING PROGRAM PROPERTY MANAGEMENT CONTRACT – MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE AND SIGN

The City of Raleigh’s affordable rental housing program has operated since 1986.  There have been four property managers for the program since its inception:  The Raleigh Housing Authority from 1986 to 1994; Trademark Properties from 1994 to 2003; Faison Realty and Barker Realty managed the portfolio jointly from December 2003 - July 2006, and Faison Realty concentrated their property management efforts on New Orleans after Katrina.  The affordable rental housing inventory decreased from 246 to 184, making it feasible for one company to manage the portfolio, which Barker Realty continued to do.
The properties consist primarily of triplex and quadra-plex units scattered throughout the City.  The City discounts the rents on the 184 properties by approximately 30% of the current market to make the units available to low income families and individuals.

The City’s existing contract with Barker Realty expires June 30, 2011.  The Request for Proposals (RFP) for property management services was issued in January 2011 and advertised in:  The News & Observer, The Carolinian, the Community Development website, and the City of Raleigh website.  In addition, the Business Technology Center, St. Augustine’s CDC, the City’s MBWE resources, and the Institute of Real Estate Management were notified of the RFP.  A mass mailing was also sent on January 19, 2011, inviting interested parties to submit proposals in response to the RFP.  A mandatory pre-bid meeting was held on January 31, 2011.  Proposals from New Dawn Property Management, Trademark Residential Properties and Barker Realty, Inc. were received on the bid due date of February 14, 2011.

Staff from the Community Development and Finance Departments evaluated each company based on the material submitted as part of the response to the RFP, taking into consideration the following criteria: property management operation and capability, property management experience, and scattered site experience.  The review also included the responsibility of the property management company to advertise and lease units, collect rentals, maintain the interior and exterior of the properties, maintain financial accountability of approximately $83,500.00 in gross monthly rents, and manage and operate the properties on behalf of the City.

Staff recommends Barker Realty, Inc., based on the ability to professionally manage the City of Raleigh‘s Affordable Rental Program, meeting City requirements for providing safe, sanitary and secure properties to the citizens. During Barker Realty’s tenure the vacancy rate dropped from 20% to the current rate of less than 3%; the delinquency rate averaged 5%.  Eight major property rehabs were completed in addition to day-to-day maintenance and providing customer service.

The contract date would be effective July 1, 2011.  The management fee is to be set at 12% over the contract period, subject to negotiation.

Recommendation:  Approve negotiation of a four-year property management contract with Barker Realty, Inc., to manage the City’s affordable rental housing inventory, and to authorize the City Manager to sign the contract.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Crowder - 8 ayes.

STREAM RESTORATION DESIGN – HAMMOND ROAD AND LAKE WHEELER ROAD – ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE FEE AND CONTRACT WITH KIMLEY HORN AND ASSOCIATES

Nineteen proposals were received for the Stream Restoration Design at Hammond Road and Lake Wheeler Road Project.  The design and subsequent construction of this project will include the restoration of approximately 2,200 linear feet of an unnamed tributary to Wildcat Branch near Hammond Road and approximately 1,200 linear feet of an unnamed tributary to Walnut Creek, located at Lake Wheeler Road in Raleigh.  A previous study recommended stream restoration at the two identified sties with the purpose of protecting the existing sanitary sewer infrastructure in addition to addressing stream migration and bank erosion issues.  The top three firms are listed in ranking order:
Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc.

Rummel, Klepper & Kahl, LLP

Dewberry & Davis, Inc.

Recommendation:  Authorize staff to negotiate a fee and contract with Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc., for the Stream Restoration Design at Hammond Road and Lake Wheeler Road Project.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Crowder – 8 ayes.

MICROSOFT ENTERPRISE AGREEMENT RENEWAL – APPROVED

The City of Raleigh Information Technology (IT) Department desires to enter into a new 3-year enterprise agreement for Microsoft products and support for desktop and server software under the State of North Carolina Information Technology Services contract with Dell (state contract 208C).  This renewal will enable Citywide software consistency and access to software upgrades and support for desktop and server infrastructure applications for software administrators and end-users.  The annual cost is $189,796.17.
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute a 3-year renewal contract.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Crowder – 8 ayes.

STC-04-11 – PINE KNOLL DRIVE – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

Elizabeth Trahos, Smith Moore Leatherwood LLP, agent for the following: HAB Properties LLC and John and Judith Adams (Petitioners), is petitioning to close a portion of right-of-way known as Pine Knoll Drive at the northern terminus of that street located north of the intersection of Greywood Drive.

Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution authorizing a public hearing to be held on Tuesday, June 21, 2011.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Crowder – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 367.
ENCROACHMENT – FALKWOOD/GLEN AUTUMN ROAD – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

A request has been received from Standard Pacific Homes of the Carolinas to encroach on City right-of-way for the purpose of installing private storm drain. A report was in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve the encroachment subject to completion of a liability agreement and documentation of proof of insurance by the applicant.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Crowder – 8 ayes.  
ENCROACHMENT – 2316 HILLSBOROUGH STREET – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

A request has been received from Chipotle Mexican Grill to encroach on City right-of-way for the purpose of installing a second means of egress. A report was in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Deny encroachment submittal.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Crowder – 8 ayes.
BUDGET AMENDMENTS – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented the following budget amendments:
Finance - $1,500,000 – to appropriate anticipated insurance proceeds for property damages to City structures and equipment for the repair or replacement of City owned property. This is an estimate to date of the known property damage from the April 16, 2011, storm.

Parks and Recreation – $33,000 – to purchase small equipment such as swimming pool lane lines and lifeguard stands.

Police - $75,092 - Funds are needed from the Police-Asset Forfeiture fund balance reserve for lease support (100-0000-400010-40020) for costs (second year of 3-year lease) associated with covert vehicles for drugs and vice personnel.  The Department requests an appropriation of $75,092 for this purpose.  Per the U.S. Department of Justice’s Asset Forfeiture and Money Laundering Section, it is permissible to use these funds for this purpose so long as the use of federal asset forfeiture funds does not supplant the Police Department’s regular budget.

Police - $10,340 - An increase in the associated revenue and expense accounts as a result of FY11 year to date collections from the use of police vehicles to be used for vehicle upfit equipment costs.
Public Works – Transit - $1,500,000 – to increase Transit’s miscellaneous revenue and farebox reimbursement accounts for the purpose of over realized miscellaneous revenue. This request is due to increased ridership on CAT buses and increased revenue from contracted services and GO-Pass agreements.

The agenda outlined the revenue and expenditure accounts involved in the various recommended budget amendments.

Recommendation:  Approval as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Crowder – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 875 TF 160.

TRANSFER – PARKS AND RECREATION – APPROVED

The agenda outlined a transfer in the Parks and Recreation Department in the amount of $88,764 to set up art funding for the Halifax Park Community Center approved by the City Council on April 5, 2011.  The agenda outlined all accounts involved.

Recommendation:  Approval of the transfer as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Crowder – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 875 TF 160.

TRAFFIC – VARIOUS CHANGES – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented recommendation changes in the “no parking zone” on Person Street, temporary parking restriction on West Street relating to the Dortch Street culvert replacement and traffic schedule update – channelization and stop signs so that the traffic schedule reflects existing field conditions and speed limit reduction on Barmettler Street, Dover Road and Everett Avenue pursuant to petition which met the requirements of the adopted neighborhood traffic management plan.  

The agenda outlined the exact locations involved and each of the recommended traffic code changes.  

Recommendation:  Approval of the changes in Traffic Code.  Upon on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Crowder – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 876.
TORNADO RECOVERY – SAIC CONTRACT AMENDMENT AND BUDGET TRANSFER – APPROVED

Council members received the following memorandum at the Council table which was added to the Consent Agenda by the Mayor.  

On June 2, 2009, City Council authorized the City Manager to negotiate with Beck Disaster Recovery, Inc. (BDR), for the provision of project management and contract administration services for the Streets, Parks and Greenways tree work contracts in the aftermath of a natural disaster.  A pre-position contract with BDR was executed in August 2009 for a three-year term.  In December 2010 BDR was acquired by the firm, Science Applications International Corporation (SAIC), and as the successor to BDR, SAIC assumed the contract.

It is necessary to amend the original contract to address the following items: 

· City consent to the assignment of the storm management services contract to SAIC. 

· Correction of the total amount of the payment of services and Inclusion of a provision for a fee structure based on hours worked and applicable billing rates as referenced in the original proposal and contract. 

· Modification of the Indemnity provision. 

· Incorporation of documents to the contract, Including: Amendment No. 1; Exhibit A - Contract Activation; and Exhibit B Scope of Services.

· To include financial recovery documentation services for FEMA Project Worksheets, Refer to Exhibit B for the amended scope of services. 

In recent years, FEMA has changed the documentation requirements for reimbursement of eligible storm recovery expenses.  These changes affect the way we collect and manage our data and maintain our records. 

City Council action, in response to the April 16, 2011 tornado, provided funding in the amount of $3.9 million, funded by $2.9 million transferred from the economic reserve and $1 million from disaster reserve finds.  An additional appropriation of $600,000 is needed to fund the contract amendment for storm management services, as well as debris hauling and equipment rental expenses that presently exceed initial cost estimates.  The revenue source for this increase is transfers from the City’s economic reserve.  Based on staff projections, this additional appropriation may be sufficient to fund recovery efforts until the damage estimates are finalized.  Historically, FEMA has provided reimbursement for all eligible expenses associated with storm recovery.  Upon reimbursement of expenditures from FEMA, the economic reserve funds will be replaced. 

Recommendation: 

Authorization for Administration to negotiate the revised scope of set-vices with SAIC and execute a contract amendment.  Council approval of the following budget transfer: 

Transfer From: 

525-2210-790600-975-CIP02-83800000
Economic Rsv (Street Resurfacing)
$600,000 

Transfer To: 

816-1060-790l00-922-CIP00-94990000
Disaster Reserve-Tornado
$600,000 

Purpose: 

To provide funding for contract management services, additional debris hauling and equipment rental expense associated with the tornado recovery, 

Recommendation:  Approve.  

Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Crowder – 8 yes.  See Ordinance 875 TF 160.

GRANT – WAKE COUNTY HUMAN SERVICES ADDENDUM #1, - APPROVED

The Council received the following information at the table which the Mayor added to the Consent Agenda.

On January 18, 2011, City Council approved an agreement with Wake County for a grant allocation of $133,274 for Parks and Recreation’s Specialized Recreation Services program that provides recreation and leisure support for individuals with developmental disabilities. The Agreement term is July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2011.

Parks and Recreation’s staff requested Wake County’s consideration to provide additional allocation to the City. Now that Parks and Recreation’s invoicing and financial documents have been submitted and the current contract has been fulfilled, Wake County agreed to provide an additional $50,000 grant allocation to the City of Raleigh for the Specialized Recreation Services program provided that the City can return the executed Addendum #1 to Wake County by May 23, 2011 due to end of fiscal year time-sensitive grant requirements. 

Therefore, Addendum #1 and the budget amendment will need to be added to the agenda for the May 17th City Council meeting. If Russell will agree to submit this item for City Council approval, I will work with the Wake County Attorney’s Office for a few changes on the attached document and the City Attorney’s Office for execution upon City Council approval in order to meet the May 23rd time-sensitive deadline. 

The following budget adjustments are needed to allocate the grant funding.
The following accounts should be increased by:

Revenue Account:

100-0000-513670-000

$50,000

Expense Accounts:

100-6230-600110-516-00000
Part-Time Salaries
$43,000

100-6230-620050-516-00000
Social Security
2,666

100-6230-620060-516-00000
Medicare
624

100-6230-701010-516-00000
Office Supplies
2,545

100-6230-712010-516-00000
Training/Travel
    1,165


$50,000 

Recommendation:  Approve

Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Crowder – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 875 TF 160.
END OF CONSENT AGENDA
CONVENTION CENTER/DOWNTOWN AMPHITHEATER – RATE INCREASES – APPROVED; PROGRESS ENERGY CENTER FOR PERFORMING ARTS PROPOSED RATE INCREASES – REFERRED TO BUDGET WORK SESSION
The Raleigh Convention Center and Progress Energy Center for the Performing Arts Complex staff reviewed the rental fees and the rates charged for labor, equipment and services at the facilities.  Although it was identified that the pricing for the Progress Energy Center for the Performing Arts is below market and does not always allow for cost recovery, it was determined that given the current economic environment and the impact on the community groups to bring the rates in line with similar facilities and ensure cost recovery would be too significant of a change for the groups to absorb at this time.  It was decided to review the rates annually and at minimum raise the rates charged for labor, equipment and services at the Progress Energy Center for the Performing Arts a small percentage in an attempt to bring the rates in line with the market and hopefully recover the cost.  The staff recommends increasing the rates charged for labor, equipment and services at the Progress Energy Center for the Performing Arts by 3% rounded up to the nearest quarter of a dollar.  If approved, these rates will become effective immediately for all events that have not already received a cost estimate from an event manager/production supervisor for their event.

The rate changes recommended for the Convention Center and Amphitheater will have less impact to local community groups and are considered necessary to bring the rates in line with the market and ensure cost recovery.  If approved, these rates will become effective immediately for all events that have not already received a cost estimate from an event manager/production supervisor for their event.

On May 10, 2011, the Raleigh Convention Center and Progress Energy Center for the Performing Arts Complex Commission reviewed and approved the staff recommendations for increases to the rental fees and the rates charged for labor, equipment and services at the facilities.  The Commission unanimously voted to ask City Council to adopt the proposed 2011 fee and rate increases as reflected in the back up material in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve the Raleigh Convention Center and Progress Energy Center for the Performing Arts Complex rate changes as recommended.

Mr. Crowder stated he withdrew this from the Consent Agenda suggesting that we hold the proposal and see where we are with the budget.  He pointed out many nonprofits utilize Progress Energy for Performing Arts for various events and an increase in the rental charge may be the straw that breaks the camel’s back.  Mayor Meeker pointed out in the past years, the Council has been able to maintain the funding for the Arts groups and hopefully that can continue.  Mr. Crowder stated he would want to make sure before we continue increasing rates and possibly decreasing support.  
City Manager Allen pointed out these revenue enhancements are included in the proposed budget.  He stated the increases for the Progress Energy Performing Arts Complex is very minimum about a 3 percent increase.  He stated the Convention Center and Amphitheatre rates would get closer to market rates.  

Ms. Baldwin stated she would like to see examples of the dollars and cents we are talking about, that is, if someone rents the facility what this increase would do to that rate.  City Manager Allen pointed out it depends on what facilities they use, what they need, etc.  Ms. Baldwin stated she would like to see some figures on an average event, what is paid now and what will be paid under the proposal such as a performance of the ballet, various shows, etc., with the City Manager again indicating it would depend on what the group wanted to use.  Ms. Baldwin stated she is just trying to get a handle on the dollar amount of the increases; she would like to see what someone pays now versus what they would pay under the new proposal.  After brief discussion, Mayor Meeker suggested approving the increases for the Convention Center and the Amphitheater but pull out the increases for the Progress Energy Center, get additional information and refer that portion of the proposal to Budget Work Session and ask Administration to provide information as requested by Ms. Baldwin.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  
EQUIPMENT FUND INSTALLMENT FINANCING – VARIOUS ACTIONS APPROVED

In the adopted FY11 budget and the proposed FY12 budget, the City has identified certain rolling stock and other equipment to be funded through the City’s regular bi-annual Equipment Fund installment financing program.  The financing for the equipment generally occurs at the midway point between the two fiscal years.  To proceed with the proposed not  exceeding $12,000,000 Equipment Fund financing, it is necessary for the Council at its May 17, 2011, meeting to pass a resolution authorizing the execution and delivery of an installment financing agreement, a security agreement and related documents and authorizing staff actions in connection with the financing of equipment for the City.  Bond counsel has prepared suggested proceedings for the above actions.

Recommendation:  Adopt the resolution and approve the above actions.

Mr. Stephenson stated he withdrew this from the Consent Agenda pointing out he is jus curious of what type of rolling stock and other equipment we are talking about.  City Manager Allen pointed out it is basically vehicles that include roll out carts for the next phase of recycling but vehicles and transportation, police, fire, etc.  Mr. Stephenson moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 365.

SPACE RENOVATION – VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS – APPROVED

Space in the One Exchange Plaza building, currently occupied by a state government rental tenant, will be vacated in May 2011.  In order to negate the loss of rent revenue, several departments currently leasing space will be moved into One Exchange Plaza and Raleigh Municipal Building.  In addition to the financial benefits, this will place staff in closer proximity to others with whom they regularly work and allow better cohesion for intradepartmental groups currently housed in separate locations.  Divisions participating in this relocation include the Construction Management division of the Public Works Department, the Organization Development & Training division of the Personnel Department, the Design & Development division of Parks and Recreation, and several divisions of the Information Technology Department.
Work will include installing new workstations, relocating fixed walls and general office renovations in the City’s One Exchange Plaza office building.  The project budget also includes funds to add City computer network services for employees.

The City Space Needs Committee has reviewed this project.  City Administration proposes funding the renovations with economic reserve funds from lower priority projects.

Recommendation:  Authorize the release of $265,988 from the economic reserve and the transfer of funds as follows:

Transferred From:

505-790600-6290-975-CIP00-95180000
110 S McDowell Boiler 
$195,976

505-790600-6290-975-CIP00-97090000
110 S McDowell HVAC Control
13,370


Replacement

505-790600-6290-975-CIP00-99100000
Cem Repair & Upgrade
26,500

505-790600-6290-975-CIP00-91900000
Raleigh Municipal Building (RMB) 
12,535


Wallpaper

505-790600-6290-975-CIP00-92000000
RMB 6th Fl Restroom Countertop
3,727

505-790600-6290-975-CIP00-95010000
RMB Caulking Replacement
1,670

505-790600-6290-975-CIP00-94330000
AHU Upgrade 110
    12,210


$265,988

Transferred To:

505-1410-790010-975-CIP00-86480000
Office Space Renovations
$265,988

Mr. Gaylord stated he withdrew this item from the Consent agenda questioning exactly what is being proposed and expressing concern that funds were being transferred from 110 S. McDowell Street.  He stated he feels we should use those funds to upgrade and keep that building.  Mr. Crowder stated he had concerns as part of the funds coming from cemetery repair and upgrades.  He stated the recent tornadoes devastated the city owned cemeteries and he feels we will need that money.  Mayor Meeker moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Gaylord and Mr. Crowder who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-2 vote.  See Ordinance 875 TF 160.
ERP – SECURITY SERVICES – CONTRACT WITH ADVANCED PROGRAMS GROUP AND APPROVA COOPERATION AUTHORIZED – FUNDS TRANSFERRED; ITEM TO BE DISCUSSED IN BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
At the January 18, 2011, Council meeting, a recommendation was made as part of the CAFR presentation to allocate $500,000 of the excess General Fund balance, as of June 30, 2010, for ERP security work. Council approved the allocation, but deferred spending of the funds until a report on the needs for the security work could be presented.  A report that describes the background of the security assessment issues and the items now being addressed was included in the agenda packet.

In addition to the report, background materials include the external auditors’ management letter and the technical and cost proposals of the vendor proposed to do this consulting work, Advanced Programs Group (APG).

Staff issued a request for proposals and received three responses. The scope of service for the proposed work was as follows:
· An assessment of the current state of the City’s PeopleSoft ERP controls, examining the security rights of finance and personnel functional staff and system administrators.

· A mapping of staff roles and responsibilities to the minimum PeopleSoft functional rights required to perform their defined duties.

· A plan that outlines best practices applicable to the City’s PeopleSoft current and future state configuration, and how they should be implemented.

· Recommend best practices for on-boarding and off-boarding personnel, specifically, assigning user rights to new City personnel, modifying user rights to personnel changing jobs, and removing user rights for personnel that are leaving.

· Established processes for quarterly review and remediation of Segregation of Duty conflicts, including “All Update” access via a hosted software security assessment tool.

Based on a thorough review of the proposals, Advanced Programs Group was selected to perform consulting services due to their extensive security experience within the Oracle PeopleSoft system.  In addition, it is proposed that the City enter a three-year term with Approval Corp. for the associated software security assessment tool and to fund the first year ($65,000) out of the security reserve.   Years 2 and 3 will be budgeted out of annual budgeted funds at $65,000 per year. Along with the approval of the contracts with Advanced Programs Group and Approva Corporation, a transfer of $357,000 is requested from the original reserve of $500,000 and includes a 10% contingency amount on the consulting services.
Recommendation:  Approve the contracts with Advanced Programs Group and Approva Corporation and the associated budgetary adjustment.

Transferred From:

100-1040-709030-102
Special Approp - Security Services
$357,000

Transferred To:

100-1650-709030-161
Controllers Office-Security Services
$357,000

Ms. McFarlane stated she has concerns about the continued spending on the ERP and questioned if these are local firms.  Jonathan Minter stated they are not local firms but he does not have the information as to where they are located.  Mr. Minter talked about the selection process pointing out these companies have a very good product for this use and it was felt they were the best candidates.  Mr. Odom questioned if there are any local firms involved in the ERP program with Mr. Minter pointing out he does not think so.  
Mr. Crowder questioned why this was not included in the program from the beginning.  He stated he continues to see ERP items on the agenda and he would like to have some understanding of the over all cost of the ERP project, how much we have spent and how much we anticipate spending.  He stated there just does not seem to be an end to this; therefore, he feels the item should be put in Budget & Economic Development Committee to get a full report on the expenditures.  He stated this seems like a huge black hole we keep pouring money into.  He stated he needs information on how much has been spent and what we intend to spend in the future.  City Manager Allen pointed out the ERP project is already in the Budget & Economic Development Committee.  He stated staff feels very confident it has described how much has been spent, purpose, total project cost, etc., but it can be articulated again.  He stated this particular service is in relationship to a business process and we are responding to the auditor’s recommendation.  Mr. Odom moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker.  Mr. Stephenson stated he would like to attend the meeting and get some understanding.  Mr. Gaylord pointed out the company is located in Herndon, Virginia.  The motion to approve the recommendation as outlined with the understanding information on the complete ERP process cost expenses will be provided in Budget & Economic Development Committee was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Crowder and Mr. Stephenson who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-2 vote.  See Ordinance 875 TF 160.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION
REZONING Z-4-11 – CREEDMOOR ROAD – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

Planning Commission Chair Butler reported this was a request to amend the existing conditions associated with the Shopping Center Conditional Use District.
CR-11413 from the Planning Commission finds that the proposed rezoning is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan, and recommends, based on the findings and reasons stated herein, that the request be approved in accordance with zoning conditions dated May 2, 2011.
Chairman Butler explained the case.  In response to questioning, Planner Travis Crane explained this is basically an amendment to the existing conditions separating the parcel to the north and talked about prohibited uses such as drive-thru windows for banks, etc.  He stated the case retains majority of the conditions of the previous case.  

Ms. Baldwin questioned if this was the case that the neighborhood spoke in support of with it being pointed out that is correct.  Ms. Baldwin moved approval as outlined.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson.  

Mr. Stephenson stated in cases like this, it would be very helpful to have information or something that highlights the changes rather than all of the information about compliance with the comprehensive plan, etc.  He feels the highlights of the changes would be helpful.  The motion to approve the case as recommended by the Planning Commission was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 877 ZC 568.

REZONING Z-5-11 – NORTH ROGERS LANE – REFERRED TO THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

This is a request to rezone property from Residential-4 to Residential-6 Conditional Use District.

CR-11414 from the Planning Commission recommends that the proposed rezoning is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan, and recommends, based on the findings and reasons stated herein, that the request be approved in accordance with zoning conditions dated March 4, 2011.
Planning Commission Chair Butler explained the case and the Planning Commission’s discussion.  Mayor Meeker pointed out Council members had received emails saying there is still some questions that need to be asked.  He indicated he would have to vote no at this point.  Mr. Stephenson pointed out he is concerned that even with the residential character of the proposed facility he would question whether we should put a medical facility in the middle of a residential area and talked about the list of items that would make this case better.  Mayor Meeker suggested the item be referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee.  Without objection the item was so referred.
SPECIAL ITEMS

PUBLIC UTILITIES – FEES AND CHARGES – ORDINANCES ADOPTED

During the May 3, 2011, Council meeting, the Budget and Economic Development Committee presented the following recommendation:
The Committee recommends adopting ordinances amending the City Code to adjust water and sewer fees effective July 1, 2011.  The recommended fees and charges as follows:
Acreage Fee Reimbursement:  Amend City Code Section 8-2094(C) to increase the Acreage Fee Reimbursement 2.69%.
Nutrient Reduction Fee - Water and Sewer:  Amend City Code Section 8-2123.1 to increase the water and sewer nutrient reduction fee 2.69%.
Sewer Main Extension and Sewer Service Connection Inspection Fees:  Amend City Code Section 8-2040 to increase the sewer main extension and sewer service connection inspection fees 2.69%.
Utility Acreage Fees:  Amend City Code Section 8-2092 to increase the utility acreage fees 2.69%.
Water Meter Installation Charge:  Amend City Code Section 8-2005 to increase the water meter installation charge 2.69%.
Copies of the relevant ordinances were included in the agenda packet.

At the request of Mr. Odom it was agreed to place this recommendation on this agenda for further consideration
Mayor Meeker questioned if Mr. Odom has additional questions with Mr. Odom indicating he does not.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the ordinances as included in the agenda packet.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Odom who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinances 878, 879, 880, 881, 882 and 883.
OPEN SOURCE SYSTEMS AND ENCOURAGING OPEN ACCESS – PROPOSED RESOLUTION – TO BE PLACED ON JUNE 7 AGENDA
During the May 3, 2011, Council meeting, Council member Gaylord presented a resolution indicating the intent of the City Council to create an open government by encouraging the use of open source systems and ensuring open access to public data.  It was directed that the item be placed on this agenda for consideration.  A copy of the proposed resolution was in the agenda packet.
Mayor Meeker pointed out he thinks there may be general support but there are some questions.  Mr. Gaylord indicated the agenda has incorrect wording, it should indicate that it is the intent of the City Council to ensure open government rather than “create”, the wording should be changed.  Ms. Baldwin stated she would like to look at this in committee pointing out she understands the intent but she wants to make sure of the wording in the resolution and make sure we are not opening a can of worms.  Mr. Gaylord stated he would prefer it stay at the table so everyone could be a part of the discussion.  Ms. McFarlane stated she had some questions about the cost and the ordinance in general and she would be happy to submit her questions in writing.  Mr. Gaylord stated it would be good to get all the questions on the table and answered but he would like to move forward with Ms. Baldwin questioning the sense of urgency.  Mr. Gaylord stated he feels this is something that needs to be done and he sees no reason to slow down the process, go ahead and get the questions on the table and answered and move forward.  There was discussion about an upcoming event and the key note address which will relate to open source systems and open access to public data and it would be good to say Raleigh has gone on record in support of that concept.  He stated if we could not get the resolution adopted prior to the June 3rd event he feels the next best thing was to keep it at the table.  It was agreed to hold the item and place it on the June 7 agenda for further consideration.
WAKE COUNTY YOUTH COLLABORATIVE – REPORT RECEIVED

During the April 19, Council meeting, Ms. Baldwin talked about the Wake County Youth Collaborative and the great strides which have been made in that effort including receiving a large grant from the Rex Endowment.
Council member Baldwin asked that an item be placed on this agenda and ask Community Services Director Rosselli to provide a status of the program.
Per City Council’s request, Kristen Rosselli, Community Services Director, will present an overview of the Wake Collaborative for Excellence in Positive Youth Development (Collaborative) initiative and Demonstration Project.  The Collaborative launched a countywide effort to create a positive future for all Wake County youth so they are safe, physically and mentally healthy, cared for, successful in school and in life, and prepared to become productive adults.  The Collaborative began taking shape in January 2010 under the leadership of then Mayor Pro-Tempore James West.  Community leaders, educators, public safety officers, foundations, business and workforce professionals, elected officials, faith community, young people, and others came together to address the lack of system-wide planning, communication, and collaboration among organizations that provide services to young people.  Increasing needs and dwindling resources make it essential to create a common agenda among all our youth-serving organizations.  The focus is on school-aged young people ages 5 - 18 years, with an emphasis on reaching under-served youth.  The John Rex Endowment recently awarded a $1.25 million grant to support the infrastructure and goals of the Collaborative over the next four years.  The Collaborative recently hired a new Director to lead the initiative.  The one-year Demonstration Project will generate and test the effectiveness of collaborative positive youth development approaches for improving short-term outcomes in the demonstration area and to identify the potential for countywide application of these approaches.  The demonstration site is the College Park/Idlewild, Thompson/Hunter, and Battery Heights neighborhoods.
Community Services Director Kristen Rosselli introduced the various people involved in this proposal including Catherine Williams of Wake County, Jamal Carr, Director of the Collaborative, Octavia Rainey representing Brad Thompson & Associates, and former Council member now County Commissioner Dr. James West.  Ms. Rosselli presented a PowerPoint explaining this is a response to youth violence and homicides as was pointed out in Southeast Raleigh Quality of Life Coalition’s “Impetus for Progress” as well as the “At Risk Youth” funds established for system change work.  She talked about the increasing needs and underleveraged resources, fragmented system, need to focus on preventive risk factors and negative outcomes and problems and lack of shared community vision and goals.  She went over those involved which include youth, community leaders, agencies, educators, businesses, justice systems, health advocates, foundations, elected officials, colleges and universities among others.  She stated the plan is to focus on developing assess and strengths, empowering young people to use their voice, develop values in their perspective, re-enforce the need for positive support, guidance and opportunities for all young people and work on policy and environmental changes.  She went through the process, how they hope the program will work, the partnerships, framework and mechanisms for accomplishing the goal.  Ms. Rosselli gave information on the Steering Committee and who was involved as well as the partnership structure.  She talked about the $1.25 million dollar grant, how they hired Jamal Carr, working to hiring administrative assistant and have chosen the United Way of the Greater Triangle as the fiscal agent.  She expressed appreciation to all involved and securing the John Rex endowment.  

Mr. Rosselli talked bout their desired outcomes which includes shared community PYD outcomes, defined and measured, real time referral system for PYD places, opportunities and program established and a greater number of youth served and showing improved PYD outcomes, including youth leaders and civically engaged young people being regularly recognized and high priority PYD gaps being resolved.  She stated they plan a demonstration project and have chosen Brad Thompson and Associates for a one-year pilot involving the College Park Idlewild, Battery Heights and Thompson Hunter areas.  
Dr. West expressed appreciation to the City Council for their support and funding, appreciation to Council Member Baldwin who is helping by giving guidance to the process, Council Member Weeks and core members of the Collaborative for the part they have played.  He expressed appreciation to Kristin Rosselli and the others on the team and the leveraging of the grant money.  He stated the County Commissioners are very excited about the project.  Ms. Baldwin expressed appreciation to the Ms. Rosselli and Ms. Williams and pointed out the money from the Rex Endowment is the largest endowment they have ever given.  She expressed appreciation to Octavia Rainey who really lit the fire.  Mr. Weeks commended all involved.  The Mayor expressed appreciation for the work and asked that they report back on a regular basis.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS – VARIOUS – APPROVED; LAKE BOONE TRAIL AND NEW HOPE CHURCH ROAD – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

During the February 1, 2011, Council meeting, municipal agreements for sidewalk improvements at the following locations were presented to the City Council.  Funding is available in account 515-2210-792020-975-GRT02-74900010.
Falls of Neuse Road/Wake Forest Road (Hardimont Road to Bland Road/Pacific)

Wade Avenue (Dogwood Lane to Hymettus Court)

Lake Boone Trail (I-440 to Dixie Trail)

Fox Road (Werribee Drive to I-540 Bridge)

Poole Road (Sunnybrook Road to Old Poole Road)

Calvary Drive (Green Road to North of Louisburg Road)

New Hope Church Road (Green Road to Ingram Drive)

A public meeting was held on April 13, 2011, to present design information and preliminary right-of-way and easement needs.  Staff has prepared plans showing the proposed improvements.  It is now appropriate to present the project to City Council for review of the design and final authorization of the project.  A memo was included in the agenda packet.
Mr. Gaylord stated he had had a number of questions relative to the Lake Boone design.  It was agreed to go through and get a brief discussion on each project.
Chris Johnson, Design Construction Division of the Public Works Department went over the locations of the proposed sidewalks.  He indicated these locations were selected by the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission and approved by the City Council on October 5, 2010.  He stated the projects have been approved for Federal funding administered by CAMPO through the Surface Transportation Program – Direct Allocations providing for reimbursement of up to 80% of the construction cost with the remaining 20% to be funded by the City’s Capital Improvement program.  He indicated at the February 1, 2011 Council meeting, municipal agreements outlining the conditions for the funding were approved.  Following that time typographical surveys were conducted and preliminary plans prepared for each corridor.  Public meetings were held on April 13, 2011 where comments were received from the area citizens and adjoining property owners.  He explained the provisions of the municipal agreement which talks about completion and acceptance date and the criteria explaining the construction must be completed by October 31, 2012.

Mr. Johnson indicated the general criteria used for corridor selection included safety and street type, demand and use, improved access, cost and feasibility and fees in lieu paid.  He talked about the location being in compliance with the City of Raleigh Streets, Sidewalk and Driveway Access Handbook.  

Engineer Ken Dunn indicated he would describe the cross section of each area, outline the selection criteria and give information on the street type and whether comments were received during the comment period.
Wake Forest Road – Falls Of Neuse Road
Mr. Dunn went through the various sections providing information on the selection criteria which included heavy use, adjacent development, ADA request and the fact that this would complete several major missing links.  There were no citizen comments.  Mr. Crowder moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

Wade Avenue From Dogwood Lane To Hymettus Court
Engineer Dunn pointed out this would provide improved connection, talked about the location of the greenway and pointed out there were a number of requests received from the public for this project.  There were no comments during the comment period.  Mr. Crowder moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

Lake Boone Trail From I-440 To Dixie Trail
Mr. Dunn talked about the proximity to bus stops and schools, the worn pedestrian path in the area, the fact that at least one development paid a fee in lieu of sidewalk installation.  He stated there was major opposition voiced at the public meeting which included the feeling that it was unnecessary, would destroy trees, safety concerns and a petition of opposition.  Without objection, the item was referred to Public Works Committee.  Mr. Crowder and Mr. Gaylord had concerns and questioned the school systems stance.
Fox Road From I-540 To Werribee Drive
Engineer Sammy Woods explained this is a two-lane major thoroughfare with heavy peak hour vehicular traffic, worn pedestrian traffic is noted and it would provide improved access.  There were no comments during the public hearing process.  Mr. Stephenson moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Gaylord and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  
Poole Road From Sunnybrook Road To Old Poole Road
Engineer Woods had provided information concerning the heavy wear observed in the field, talked about adjacent zoning and the fact that it would create a pedestrian connection.  No comments were received.  Mr. Weeks moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

Calvary Drive From Green Road To North Of Louisburg Road
New Hope Church Road From Green Road To Ingram Road
Mr. Odom moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks.

It was pointed out the Calvary Drive sector would place sidewalks in the location of worn pedestrian path, there was a ADA request, and multiple pedestrians in the area, it would connect to adjacent sidewalks and surrounding streets.  There were no public comments.

Engineer Woods stated New Hope Church Road has heavy demand, multiple worn paths and would connect existing sidewalks
Engineer Woods pointed out there was a lot of opposition as many felt it was unnecessary, a waste of taxpayer’s money does not connect to any thing, destroys landscaping even though it is within City right-of-way, safety concerns and an informal petition of opposition.  Mr. Odom withdrew his motion and moved approval of the Calvary Drive proposal as outlined and referred the New Hope Church Road section to Public Works Committee.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin.
In response to questioning, Engineer Woods pointed out we do have sufficient right-of-way for the New Hope Church section but many property owners have landscaped within the right-of-way.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  
RALEIGH COLLEGES AND COMMUNITY COLLABORATIVE PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT – MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE
Kristen Rosselli, Community Services Director, along with members of the Raleigh Colleges and Community Collaborative Leadership, will present an overview of the Raleigh Colleges and Community Collaborative initiative.  The purpose of the RCCC is to increase the number of low-income, young adults (ages 16-26) in Raleigh that acquire postsecondary educational credentials that enable them to enter local labor markets, work productively and prosper. RCCC is a consortium of organizations united by a common interest in education and the economic well being of Raleigh.  The group is focused on the idea that the economic vitality and quality of life enjoyed in the Raleigh community is linked to postsecondary educational success.  The City would participate with other members of the RCCC in the implementation of activities identified in the $1.5 million grant submission to the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Partnership for Postsecondary Success (PPS) grant program.

The Community Services Department requests approval for the City Manager to execute the Raleigh Colleges and Community Collaborative Partnership Agreement. (RCCC) is a consortium of organizations united by a common interest in education and the economic well being of Raleigh.  The group is focused on the idea that the economic vitality and quality of life enjoyed in the Raleigh community is linked to postsecondary educational success.
The purpose of the RCCC is to increase the number of low-income, young adults (ages 16-26) that acquire postsecondary educational credentials that enable them to enter labor markets, work productively and prosper.
The City would participate with other members of the Raleigh Colleges and Community Collaborative (RCCC) in the implementation of activities identified in a grant submission to the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Partnership for Postsecondary Success (PPS) grant program.

Recommendation:  Approve the request for the City Manager to execute the Raleigh Colleges and Community Collaborative Partnership Agreement.

Community Services Director Kristen Rosselli explained the Raleigh Colleges and Community Collaborative and introduced representatives of NCSU, Wake Tech and Wake County 4H program.  
Dr. Jose Picart explained the history pointing out about 10 months ago they came together at NCSU for the purpose of competing for a $100,000 planning and implementation grant funded by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.  The purpose of the grant was to help improve the post secondary success and employment of low income youth and young adults in the City of Raleigh.  He explained their work, the fact that they got the planning grant and then begin work on the implementation section, talked about their work in studying the history of higher education, the demographic struggles and challenges of the area and submitted the implementation grant.  He indicated this continues to build on the partnership and pointed out it relates to development of three element - Raleigh Future Scholars, the Raleigh Fellows and the Raleigh College Center.  He explained each of these programs and what is hoped to be accomplished through the program.  In talking about the Raleigh College Center, he indicated it is hoped it would be established in Southeast Raleigh and will provide a location for people to learn what it takes to get into college and have labor market value.  He told what each element of the program is hoped to accomplish.  He pointed out Council members had received a detailed packet in their agendas explaining how the program would work.  He stated we have the potential to create a model and have a tremendous potential to make huge difference in the education of the young people in our city.
Dr. Picart expressed appreciation to Community Services Director Rosselli and others for their efforts and leadership which was instrumental in getting the Collaborative to this point.  They are very excited about the partnership and felt it would create something special for the City of Raleigh, Wake County, the six colleges, the Wake County public schools, and all of the partners.  He stated he feels for the first time we have an opportunity to leverage the great work that is ongoing.

Various Council members voiced their appreciation and support.  Ms. Baldwin moved approval.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  
BUDGET – 2011 – 2012 PROPOSAL SUBMITTED; VARIOUS ACTIONS AND MEETINGS ANNOUNCED

City Manager Allen, from the podium, indicated he would provide brief highlights of the FY11-12 budget.  He stated he has been presenting budgets to City Councils for over 30 years and pointed out the last three years have been most difficult.  City Manager Allen said that he considers the budget the most important comprehensive policy document that a Council will consider during the year.  He expressed appreciation to the department directors, budget staff and all for their work.
City Manager Allen pointed out our economy is in recovery but the rate of recovery is projected to be very slow.   Our population is growing and we are in the third year of reductions in our city budget including eliminations of positions, reduced employee pay increases and benefits, cut of operational expenses, altered maintenance schedules, delayed equipment purchases and minimized pay-go capital.  He stated even in these difficult times, we have had limited service level impacts and have not raised the general fund revenue via taxes or fees while at the same time have continued to open new roads, parks, greenways, amphitheater, transit maintenance facility, etc.  He stated our risks/exposures are still high and we continue to invest in public utilities and need to stabilize the finances.  City Manager Allen pointed out this budget closes a $12M gap between general fund revenue and expenditures, minimizes impact on customer service delivery, continues use of some one-time or short term strategies, excludes reduction to sworn public safety staff, avoids employee layoffs but continues city/staff reduction, remains competitive for cost of city services, maintains credit strength and financial integrity, reduces recurring operating costs, maintains existing property tax base, but slow recovery limits new revenue growth, increases sales tax revenue base from census with a slight boost in gross sales tax collection and opens new city facilities for the public.
City Manager Allen talked about issues that put pressure on our budget including required State retirement increases, parking fund, opening of new facility, health care cost and fuel cost.  He went over the facility openings proposed for FY12 including greenways, Pullen Amusement Center, Buffalo Road, Aquatic Center, Wilders Grove, Solid Waste Services Center, Northeast Remote Operations Center, CAT Operations Center , Annie Louise Wilkerson Nature Park.  

City Manager Allen pointed out he is presenting a budget that has no increase in property tax, solid waste fees, stormwater fees or privilege license tax.  He presented charts showing property tax and sales tax revenue and expenditures.  
City Manager Allen talked about enhanced city wide efficiencies including the second phase of the automatic recycling collection, opening of two new operation facilities, reorganizing of staff to provide efficiencies and eliminates positions and implements energy reduction incentives.  

City Manager Allen stated the proposed budget eliminates 33 vacant general fund positions, two vacant enterprise positions, suspends the 1.5% range adjustment as well as merit pay, reduces 457 supplementary retirement match, defers for a third time in a row the 1/3 reclassification, eliminates the award for service programs for new hires as of July 1, 2011, reduces tuition reimbursement limits and eliminate the Spanish proficiency incentives.  The proposed budget also restructures the health plan to include a two-tier option and to introduce a monthly individual employee premium option.  He briefly touched on those changes.  The proposed budget reduces the per capita for arts from $4.50 to $4.00, reduces human service agencies and other agencies by 10% however in the arts and other agencies all contractual obligations are fully funded.  He presented information and bar charts on the pay go general capital projects.  

City Manager Allen stated as far as Public Utilities are concerned the budget defers all future growth related to capital improvements projects 2 to 5 years, has a $6M increase in debt service payments, we are looking at the first full year of monthly billing and tiered rates.

City Manager Allen presented the annual customer cost of municipal services comparing Raleigh to our peer cities which shows we are in the lower bracket.  He talked about potential exposures including unknown timing relating to the economic recovery, impact of employee reduction on service delivery, impact of tiered water rates on utility revenue, impact of reduced capital improvement/maintenance program, ability to maintain FY12 year end 14% fund balance and the unknown as it relates to legislative actions by the General Assembly.  He presented pie charts showing the total budget revenue and expenditure summaries.

Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation for the presentation pointing out he would suggest that the City have its first budget work session on June 6 at 4:00 p.m.  The public hearing would be June 7 at 7:00 p.m.  Additional work sessions would be each Monday in June at 4:00 p.m. with the understanding if the budget is not adopted by June 20, the Council would meet daily at 4:00 p.m. until the budget is adopted.  He suggested if Council members have questions to get them to the City Manager and get an answer.  If it is something that the Council member would like to discuss with other Council members and it is worthy of a budget note to send that in writing requesting a budget note be prepared for the discussion by the full Council.  Mayor Meeker stated as in the past, the Manager has submitted a balanced budget and the Council would keep it balanced.  If something is added there must be a source of funds to make sure the budget continues to be balanced.  If something is cut and so forth.  He stated if a motion is submitted that would make the budget out of balance, he would rule that motion out of order.  No further action was taken.  
REPORT OF UPPER NEUSE CLEAN WATER INITIATIVE

UPPER NEUSE CLEAN WATER INITIATIVE – REPORT RECEIVED

Reid Wilson, Executive Director of the Conservation Trust for North Carolina was at the meeting to provide an update on the Upper Neuse Clean Water Initiative which was conceived by the City of Raleigh and is a partnership effort to prioritize and, through voluntary actions, protect those lands most critical for the long term health of Falls Lake and the other 8 public drinking water supplies in the basins.  He went over the project review process, the partners, and touched on the 2010-2011 completed conservation project examples including Brumley Forest, Beaver Marsh, Ellerbee Creek and Shop Hill.  He gave information on these projects, what was secured, what was donated and the efforts behind getting the projects completed.  He talked about the challenges and opportunities, Clean Water Management Trust Fund, US Endowment for Forestry and working with Duke University on several proposals.  He also talked about the local government outreach program pointing out the City of Raleigh’s leadership has been instrumental in not only helping create the initiative but also in the program’s success which is now being recognized nation wide for its innovative approach to watershed protection.  He stated with the establishment of the watershed protection fee of a penny/100 gallons, the City continues to set the standards for the role of local governments in watershed protection.  He expressed appreciation to the City of Raleigh for putting that fee in place, talked about his work with the City of Durham, Orange County and Cary.  He expressed appreciation to the City for its leadership and vision especially to Mayor Meeker who instigated the whole initiative.  Mayor Meeker stated it was actually the former Neuse River Keeper Dean Naujoks.  Mayor Meeker stated if the Raleigh could help in any way as it relates to the penny/100 gallon initiative to please let the Council know.  The Comments were received.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE APPEARANCE COMMISSION

APPEARANCE COMMISSION ANNUAL REPORT AND WORK PROGRAM – APPROVED; ROLE UNDER UDO TO BE CONSIDERED
Vincent Whitehurst and Ted Van Dyke, Chair and Vice-Chair, respectively, of the Raleigh Appearance Commission were at the meeting to provide the annual report and work program.  Council members had received a copy in their agenda packet.  They presented information on review of preliminary site plans and zoning cases they have been involved in and gave examples.  They talked about the advisory review and the trends and issues they have seen relating to street cross sections, retaining walls, front façade orientation and the recommendations they have about those issues, Unified Development Ordinance and the fact that they have drafted multi-sets of comments for the UDO Advisory Board and met with City staff, City Council and the UDO Advisory Board to voice their recommendations.  They talked about the design review and the fact that the draft UDO proposes that site plan review should chiefly become an administrative process and expressed concern.  They feel that a process should be defined whereby the Appearance Commission’s expertise can continue to be provided in site plan review and talked about what that role could encompass.  They talked about their recommendations relative to corridor studies, transit planning, and overview of SB 183 billboard legislation outreach as well as other initiatives including the Wake County Parking deck aesthetic improvements.  
They went over the 2011-2012 work plan which includes update of the City’s unified development ordinance, preliminary site plan review and zoning, their plan to continue their outreach which includes the Sir Walter Raleigh awards for community appearance and the possibility of additional funding for that program.  They talked about their ongoing service.  
Mr. Van Dyke spoke about the UDO and the concern that there should be a continued role for the Appearance Commission.  He expressed concern about the need for some kind of review especially when you have an out of the box code for a City that is over 200 years old.  He talked about how the Appearance Commission could offer assistance to the planning staff.

Mayor Meeker indicated we should flag this as a part of the UDO along with the student housing issue, that is, the role of the Appearance Commission and the student housing issue should be considered when talking about the UDO. 

The report was received and approved as presented. 

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMISSION

BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMISSION – PROPOSED BY LAW AMENDMENTS – APPROVED

The Raleigh Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Commission (BPAC) has unanimously recommended amending their bylaws to allow for two new members, increasing the maximum number of appointees to nine (9) seats. The proposed amendments also broaden the ranges of interests, experience, or education that the majority of the members shall have, including health and wellness, physical activity, education, bicycle commuting, bicycle and pedestrian clubs and organizations, youth and children advocacy, and senior and disability advocacy.
Recommendation:  Approve the amendments to the Commission’s bylaws as recommended by the BPAC.  

Council members received a copy of the revised bylaws in their agenda packet.  Traffic Engineer Eric Lamb explained the proposal.  Mr. Crowder moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and put to vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION

HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION – HUMAN SERVICE AGENCY GRANT RECOMMENDATIONS – REFERRED TO BUDGET WORK SESSION

Adam Terando, Chair of the Grants Committee, pointed out Council members received in their agenda packet the full recommendations of the Grants Committee.  He explained they were allocated $500,000 to make recommendations as to how it would be utilized.  He expressed appreciation to Marianna Stewart Pope for her help in the rating of programs, etc.  He pointed out all of the groups have done and are doing great work for the City of Raleigh.  Without discussion, the recommendations were referred to Budget Work Session.
Ms. Baldwin stated it would be good to have a comparison of what was granted last year as compared to this year’s recommendations. 

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD

FALLS WHITEWATER PARK – CONCEPT APPROVED AS PRESENTED

On May 19, 2009, the City Council directed staff to establish a Steering Committee consisting of Parks and Recreation staff, Army Corps of Engineers staff, and several paddlers who would assist in the development of a concept plan for the Falls Whitewater Park.  With Stewart Engineering, McLaughlin Whitewater Design Group, and the Falls Water Park Steering Committee developed a draft concept that was presented to the Parks, Recreation and Greenways Advisory Board in March, 2011.  On April 28, 2011, the PRGAB unanimously approved the proposed plan and forwarded the plan to the City Council for its review and approval.  The design team will make a short presentation of the proposed Falls White Water Park concept.

Recommendation:  Approve the concept plan for the Falls White Water Park as presented.
Jimmy Theim, Chair of the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board, indicated this idea started in 1978 with the concept of construction of the Falls dam.  Wake County Staff developed the Falls Lake White Water Study to consider a white water park below the dam.  That study found that the tail race was a suitable location for white water canoeing but the concept was not pursued.  He stated in the mid 1990s the Triangle made a bid for the Pan American games and at that time the original White Water Park plan was revisited with the thought of creating a white water slalom course.  When our bid was not successful, the course was never built.  In 1996, the City Council adopted the Neuse River Master Recreation plan.  In 2003, City of Raleigh citizens approved a park bond referendum which included funding for the design of a white water park in the area.  In May of 2009, the City Council directed staff to develop a working group to develop the concept.  The plan was submitted to the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board and on April 28, 2011 the Advisory Board unanimously approved the proposal.  At that time, an RFQ to study installing a paddling feature in the vicinity of the Falls of Neuse Road was approved and the City Council selected Stewart Engineering and McLaughlin White Water Design Group to prepare a feasibility study.  
Parks Planner Victor Lebsock indicated the work has been going on for over a year.  They have been meeting with the stakeholders group which includes representatives of the paddling community, Corps of Engineers, swift water rescue groups, Wildlife Resource, community property owners, the Neuse River Keeper and representatives from Stewart Engineer and McLaughlin Whitewater Design Group.  

Cindy Szwarchkop, pointed out the study area which is located east of the tail race of Falls Lake Dam and gave the various boundaries.  She indicated the 18 member group met 9 different times, held 3 community meetings and one with the River Mill Condominium community.  She pointed out they adopted a vision statement and branding opportunities and pointed out a summary of the meetings is available.  

John Anderson of McLaughlin Whitewater Design Group, Denver, Colorado, detailed the water based elements including the location and talked about the correlation of course gradient and length.  Mr. Anderson touched on the course features, access, channel construction, hydraulics, hydrology/boating days, diversion weir, options which relate to a fixed crest diversion verses a movable crest diversion, smaller fixed crest diversion and talked about specials events, programs and users.  He talked about the course features which would include 3 drops, the diversion weir to increase flow which would increase from 65 to 165 days per year it would be useable for white water, ADA compliance, bank stabilization, utilization for tubing, swift water rescue training, disabled boating, etc.  
Gary Walston, Stewart Engineering, talked about the land based program as it relates to access, accessibility, bathroom/changing facilities, spectator viewing area, shoreline stabilization, signage and lighting.  He presented the parking plan which would have 100 total spaces and talked about the location of that parking.  He pointed out the spectator viewing area would hold approximately 50 people, talked about security lighting and the fact that there would be no night lighting for events.  He presented information on the estimate of probable cost which is in the neighborhood of $2,845,000 which would include construction, design, permitting, stream mitigation.
Mr. Lebsock indicated the $150,000 has been used for the design and feasibility study.  He pointed out the stakeholders are committed to fundraising to construct the project as presented. 

Mr. Stephenson had questions relative to the days that the flow would allow for white water rafting and questioned what the facilities would be used for on other days with it being pointed out it could include tubing, classes.  Ms. Baldwin had questions relative to the issues voiced by the homeowners which included lost of water flow and issues, with the fish and other aquatic life.  Various Council members voice delight that the stakeholders group feel they can raise the funds.  Mr. Crowder moved approval of the concept plan.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks.  Mr. Odom questioned if the stakeholders group raised the money to fund the development of the white water park if it would still be a public park with Mr. Lebsock indicating it would be.  The group wants to develop a nonprofit group to work on raising the funds and a public/private agreement would be developed.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

REPORT OF STORMWATER MANAGEMENT ADVISORY GROUP

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMISSION – WORK PLAN – APPROVED; GROUP TO PROVIDE COMMENTS ON UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE
The Stormwater Management Advisory Commission has developed a proposed work plan for the coming year for review by the City Council.  A brief review of the recommendations will be made at the meeting.

Recommendation:  Approve the Stormwater Management Advisory Commission work plan.
Jonathan R. Henderson, Stormwater Management Advisory Commission, stated he was before the Council to provide a brief update on what the Commission has been up to.  He stated the utility has been around about a decade and he has been associated with it for the past five years.  He stated he sees the group maturing as a commission and getting a little more focus with their work program.  He stated the content of the work plan being presented is the same as in the past.  He expressed appreciation to the Council for appointing people with organizational skills pointing out they are trying to focus in and boil their responsibilities down to five main items – sustainable development, drainage system policies, review and make recommendations on regulatory program changes, and education programs, as well as work requiring review such as cost share projects, variances and capital improvement programs.  He stated they are somewhat in transition and they welcome advice or recommendations from the Council pointing out the entire work plan was included in Council’s agenda packets.  
Mr. Crowder stated he was glad to see low impact development as one of the issues the group will be studying.  He stated the big issue relates to the Unified Development Ordinance and questioned if the Stormwater Management Advisory Commission is looking at the UDO and has any concerns about specific issues.  Mr. Henderson stated they do have some concerns, he stated every aspect of the UDO touches stormwater in some form or fashion.  He stated three members of the Commission have been appointed to work with UDO and try to keep the group up to date.  They are trying to get involved in the changes and look forward to the continued work.  Mr. Crowder stated he would like to see the work plan amended to say provide recommendations from the SMAC on the UDO when it comes to public hearing.  Ms. Baldwin moved approval of the work plan as amended by Mr. Crowder.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  

REQUEST AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

GO PINK FOR THE CURE – REPORT RECEIVED

Betty L. Parker, Go Pink for the Cure Committee, was at the meeting to summarize this year’s upcoming events and request approval for various activities outlined on information in the agenda packet.  She stated this will be the third year in a row and pointed out the backup information requested permission for the Council to support Go Pink for the Cure from June 2, through June 11, 2008.  They will kick off Go Pink for the Cure during the first Friday activities on Friday June 3, and will wrap up with annual race on Saturday, June 11, 2011.  During the week long celebration they are asking all businesses to go pink by incorporating pink lights into night time displays, printing on pink paper, displaying race for cure posters and counter signs, featuring pink products or finding other creative ways to go pink.  They requested permission from the City to place pink ribbons on light posts along Fayetteville Street on the grounds of and between the Capital and Memorial Auditorium, and on such additional adjacent streets as time and supplies allow; allow placement of pink bows around trees and light posts within More Square and Nash Square, program the shimmer wall to utilize pink lighting, adapt out-door lighting of street scrapes, buildings and site lighting on or near Fayetteville Street to the extent possible including all of the City owned buildings, decorate and adorn Sir Walter Raleigh statute in pink garb.  She stated if practical they would like to place a projection unit within One Exchange Plaza to project pink ribbon or similar images on brick façade over the Big Easy and other locations; apply pink paper tape along the center of Fayetteville Street and other appropriate decorative measures as may come forward.  She talked about the number of people who will be in the Downtown Raleigh during the event and presented slides showing what occurred in years past.  Ms. Baldwin moved approval.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  
UNFIT BUILDING – 204 NORTH STATE STREET – 90-DAY EXTENSION GRANTED

Jo-Ann Crell was at the meeting to request additional time to complete repairs at 204 North State Street.  She talked about the work she had done and tornado damage that would cause her to request another 90-days in order to complete the work.  Housing Inspector Spruill pointed out she has made a tremendous amount of progress and he has no objection to the 90-day extension.  Mr. Crowder moved approval of the extension as requested.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative. The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

MORDECAI PARK – INTERPRETIVE CENTER – CONCERNS REFERRED TO PARKS, RECREATION, AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD

Gail Wiesner, representing Historic Oakwood, presented a prepared statement voicing opposition to the proposed new building on the site of Mordecai Park and asked the Council to stop the project.  Ms. Wiesner presented information citing a poor use of funds as the money was approved when the economy was good and that is not the case now, current museum space is sparsely filled; building placement on Main Square being unacceptable as it ruins the ambiance and historic appearance; uses precious green space which is rapidly disappearing; would result in inadequate parking for increased visitors as they would be aloud to circumvent city parking requirements and visitors would park on surrounding streets and neighborhoods.  She talked about alleged misrepresentations by Parks and Recreation and Clearscape staff members which has led to misunderstanding by citizens and quoted the statements which relates to Capital Area preservation not being able to purchase the lots, and statements about the historic artifacts.  She talked about the City’s mission statement pointing out many residents of Historic Oakwood and Mordecai protest the building of a new interactive center and pointed out a lot of people did not know about it until late in the plan.  She gave information to back up her statements and reiterated various conversations in which she feels misrepresentations were made, talked about the uniqueness of the Mordecai Historic Park, the feeling that additional properties could be found and why she feels some of the statements are untrue.  She talked about the Historic Districts Commission’s stance on this issue and referred to what she felt is a conflict of interest because of one of Clearscape employees is also on the Historic Districts Commission.
City Manager Allen indicated the master plan is being worked on by Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board and he would suggest that this issue be referred to the Board for their consideration when reviewing the master plan.  It was agreed to follow that course of action.

UNFIT BUILDINGS – DOROTHEA DRIVE – ADDITIONAL TIME GRANTED

Richard Johnson, CitySpace Homes, LLC, was at the meeting to request additional time to complete the renovations at 614 and 616 Dorothea Drive.  He stated he needs an additional six months to allow the complete restoration of these two homes pointing out they had been delayed in the start of the construction due to difficulties in securing the required funds but now that obstacle is behind them.  Permits have been pulled and renovations are well underway. 

Mr. Johnson feels the renovations of these two homes will be complete before the six month expires.  He indicated Council members had received a packet of information in their agenda packet.  Housing Inspector Spruill indicated several extensions have been requested but Mr. Johnson is doing a total restoration of a number of homes in the area.  Ms. Baldwin moved approval of the request for the six month extension.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative. The Mayor rule the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT APPLICATION FEE – REQUEST FOR REFUND – APPROVED; ITEM REFERRED TO PLANNING DEPARTMENT

Attorney Stephanie Kilpatrick indicated her clients Kelli and Jason Davidson purchased a home at 1400 Falls River Avenue in 2003.  She was the title attorney at that point.  They had a surveyor who pulled the subdivision plan and determined that the house was 8.9 feet from the side line and not in compliance with the recorded plan.  She stated her clients decided to go ahead and buy as it was a good time in real estate and would ask for a variance at a later time if needed.  The later time has come and they hired her to request a variance from the Board of Adjustment.  She stated the Board of Adjustment meeting was last week and just prior to the meeting she got a call from the Zoning Enforcement Administrator who said the setbacks in Falls Lake were fine and there was no need for her to go to the Board of Adjustment.  She stated she knew the map showed eight feet side yard setback but that is not what is on the public record and she feels the public record should be corrected.   She pointed out the Board of Adjustment did not think it was in their power to grant a refund or to require the developer to re-record the plat.  She stated she feels that should be done as the plat has at least six incorrect setback designations and it is a part of the public record.  
In response to questions from the Mayor, the City Attorney indicated the Council does have the authority to refund the money but Attorney Kilpatrick had stated she knew the setback was 8 feet but she went before the Board of Adjustment anyway.  Ms. Kilpatrick stated she feels we should have the public record corrected and she found the information about the plan just prior to the Board meeting but she had already made the application.  After brief discussion, by consensus it was agreed to refer the question of re-recording the plat to Planning Department.  Mr. Stephenson moved approval of the $200 refund.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
THOROUGHFARE CONFLICT – ATHENS DRIVE – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

Kara Daniels and Cody R. Hand, Jack Daniels Grocery, were at the meeting to request the City to acquire their property that would be affected by the proposed realignment of Athens Drive or grant them relief from any proposed right-of-way requirements related to structures being built on the said property.  Ms. Daniels pointed out she is talking about the lot directly behind the Jack Daniels Grocery.  She pointed out her family has owned the property since 1980.  She stated they plan to sell the property and the buyers asked if they could build a structure in the parking lot and they said yes and now they find that could not occur because of the chance in the alignment plan for Athens Drive.  She stated the purchasers will not go through with the deal as they cannot use it as they hoped.  She stated they had talked with the representatives of the Planning Department and were told that the staff could not grant any relief.  She stated no one is interested in purchasing the store without the adjacent property which is used for parking.  She stated they have been there for over 40 years, no improvements can be made and they just need to know how to proceed.  

City Manager Allen suggested referring the item to Administration and when a report could be developed it would be provided to the Budget & Economic Development Committee Real Estate section.  Without objection, it was agreed to follow that course of action.  
CONDEMNATION – TIMLIC PROPERTY – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

Vivian Timlic indicated there was an item on the agenda earlier in the meeting to condemn their property for the Neuse River Greenway.  She stated Council members had received a petition that had been sent to them some time ago expressing their concern.  She stated the greenway can go on both or either side of the river and they would suggest that it go on the opposite side from their property.  If that is not possible, may be it could go along the road adjacent to their property, she talked about the destruction that would cause their property and how it could be attached to the low traveled road adjacent to their property which is used by only 8 families.  City Manager Allen talked about the greenway alignment in this area and the impact on the Timlic’s property.  Without further discussion the item was referred to the Public Works Committee.

UNFIT BUILDINGS – 922 SOUTH BLOODWORTH STREET – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA

Robert E. Sanders had requested permission to ask for additional time in order to do repairs at 922 South Bloodworth Street.  It was pointed out an ordinance has been adopted ordering demolition but Mr. Sanders would like time to make repairs.  Mr. Sanders was not at the meeting.  Housing Inspector Spruill indicated there is an ordinance on this property, the City has been working to get the repairs done for nearly two years and asbestos testing has been done.  Mayor Meeker stated since no one was at the meeting the orders would stand as they are.
TAXIS – VARIOUS CONCERNS – INFORMATION TO BE PROVIDED

Mayor Meeker stated Lent Carr had requested permission to make brief comments on behalf of taxi drivers in the city.  Mr. Carr expressed appreciation for being allowed to speak pointing out he represents the North Carolina Taxi Workers Alliance and told of the mission and history of that organization.  He talked about the importance of the taxi driver and their importance to the City, talked about the group which was formed in 2011 which he stated has over 600 members and growing, pointing out taxi drivers make less than minimum wage and gas is over $4.00 a gallon.  Taxi drivers have no sick leave, no vacation, etc.  He talked about the desire to have an ordinance creating a taxi cab committee, talked about the problems with the present structure of licensing taxis and problems the group has in getting answers.  He pointed out Feddie Jones made a presentation on a number of issues on April 5 relating to taxi zones, meters, listing of taxi locations on website, etc.; however the recommendations remain in limbo.  No one has responded to them and the delay is putting an undue burden on the taxi drivers.  They need resolution now.  He talked about the hardships being put on taxi drivers, quoted Martin Luther King, Jr., talked about what they stand for, the importance of a cab driver, and pointed out there has been discussion that if there is no resolution to their request or concerns that a strike may be forthcoming.  He stated there were many more taxi drivers present but had to leave.  Approximately 15 people stood in support of his remarks.  

City Manager Allen pointed out after the April 5 meeting, staff did provide information to Mr. Jones asking him to come back with the four or five top priority locations.  He stated they described the process and pointed out he does not have enough staff to investigate the 400 or so sites that were previously recommended but asked Mr. Jones to present 4 or 5 top priority locations and staff could look at those; however, no one has heard from Mr. Jones with the information.  He pointed out the City Council did adjust the rates some time back during the gas crisis.  Mr. Carr pointed out he would talk to Mr. Jones and try to get the four or five top priorities back to Council but at this point the gas prices and the need for a rate increase is of upmost importance.  Mayor Meeker asked the City Clerk to provide Council members with information on when the fees were last adjusted.  
MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

UNFIT BUILDING – 1018-I SANDLIN PLACE – HEARING – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance prohibiting occupancy of the unfit dwelling at 1018-I Sandlin Place until repaired to comply with requirements of the Housing Code.  The property is in the name of Zong Yao Li & Yun Quiang Tang.  The property is known as Tax ID #0145992.  The Mayor opened the hearing.  A lady who identified herself as working with York Properties pointed out she received a notice to come to the hearing.  She stated she asked the City of Raleigh to step in as homeowners association has done every thing in their power to try to force the owner to take care of the problems.  She talked about the number of incidents of neglect, the fact that there was a fire in August, 2009, the understanding that the unit was renovated but that had not occurred, talked about the number of fines the association has given pointing out the property owner owes some $55,000 in fines.  She asked the Council to move forward.  No one else asked to speak thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Weeks moved adoption of the ordinance as outlined.  Housing Inspector Spruill indicated there were 45 to 50 code violations.  Mr. Weeks was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 884.
UNFIT BUILDING DEMOLITION – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This was a hearing to adopt an Ordinance authorizing the demolition of the unfit buildings as listed below and pursuant to the provisions of Section 10-6127(d) of the City Code if the repairs necessary to render the dwellings fit for human habitation are not completed within ninety (90) days:
	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NO
	VACATED & CLOSED

	3725 Bitternut Lane (C)
	Deutsche Bank National Trust Co.
	0124416
	March 15, 2010

	713 Grantland Drive (C)
	NC Property Development, LLC
	0101713
	March 16, 2010


The Mayor opened the hearing on each location no one asked to be heard thus the hearings were closed.  Ms. Baldwin moved adoption of the ordinance as outlined.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 885.

PUBLIC NUISANCE COST CONFIRMATION – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the adoption of a resolution confirming the charges for the abatement of public nuisances as a lien against the property as listed below:
	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NO
	ABATEMENTCOST

	527 South Bloodworth Street (C)
	Jacques M & Michelle J Curtis
	0070052
	$250

	1600 Cross Street (C)
	Johnson & Hamill Properties
	0006803
	$316

	805 East Hargett Street (C)
	Michael Harrison
	0031166
	$365

	1408 Highview Court (D)
	Its Thundertime LLC
	0128858
	$259

	408 Martin Luther King Jr Boulevard (C)
	Michael Downs
	0016055
	$225

	621 Peach Road (D)
	Taylor Wake Properties Inc
	0122214
	$835

	4605 Rock Quarry Road (C)
	Herndon & Herndon Construction Inc
	0064696
	$1,875


Mayor Meeker pointed out the 1408 Highview Court charges have been paid; therefore that item should be withdrawn from the agenda.  The Mayor opened the hearing on the other locations.  No one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Crowder moved adoption of the resolution as outlined with the exception of 1408 Highview Court.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 368.

ANNEXATION – CITY OWNED PROPERTIES – HEARINGS – ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider annexation by petition of the following City-owned properties.  If following the hearing the Council wishes to proceed, it would be appropriate to adopt ordinances annexing the properties on June 30, 2011, and a resolution placing the properties in the appropriate electoral districts.
LOCATION
ELECTORAL DISTRICT
11412 Falls of Neuse Road
B

6100 Thornton Road/Browder Land
B

     and Intervening Neuse River

Leesville Road Properties, Tracts 1 and 2
E

Formerly Lenore F. Green Property on Poole Road
C

Formerly Neta Gholizadeh Property and Intervening ROW
B

Brent Ridge Place/Formerly Choplin White Land
A

Skycrest Village, Lots 6, 7 and 10
B

Formerly Thrift-Cannon Property and
A

     Intervening Right-of-Way

James Dickens Subdivision, Lots 39, 40 and 41
D

12010 and 12024 New Falls of Neuse Road and
B

      Intervening Right-of-Way

11612 Falls of Neuse Road and Intervening Right-of-Way
B

The Mayor opened the hearing on each location, no one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Ms. Baldwin moved adoption of ordinances annexing the properties effective June 30, 2011 and a resolution placing the properties in the appropriate electoral districts.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative. The Mayor ruled the motion adoption on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinances 886, 887, 888, 889, 890, 891, 892, 893, 894, 895, 896 and Resolution 369.

ANNEXATION – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the following petitioned annexations.  If following the hearing the Council wishes to proceed, it would be appropriate to adopt ordinances annexing the properties effective June 30, 2011, and a resolution placing the properties in the appropriate electoral districts.
LOCATION
ELECTORAL DISTRICT
Compassionate Tabernacle of Faith and
C


Intervening Right-of-Way

Jindal Medical Care Office & Intervening Right-of-Way
A

The Mayor opened the hearing on each location, no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Gaylord moved adoption of ordinances annexing the property effective June 30, 2011 and adoption of a Resolution placing the properties in the appropriate electoral districts.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Ordinance 897 and 898 and Resolution 369.

EVIDENTIARY HEARING

S-31-10 – THE SEVILLE AT BRIER CREEK – WITHDRAWN
This was an evidentiary hearing to consider a request from the owners of 10700 Globe Road and 9210 Lennox Laurel Circle, Standard Pacific Homes of Carolinas, LLC, to approve Case Number S-31-10/The Seville at Brier Creek, which is a subdivision of a 15.29 acre tract into 152 townhouse lots and five open space lots.  The hearing is pursuant to City Code Section 10-3013 (b)(3)b.  Request withdrawn by applicant so the hearing is cancelled.
Mayor Meeker stated according to the applicants request, the hearing has been withdrawn and the hearing canceled.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

NO REPORT

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

NO REPORT

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

NO REPORT

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

CAT BUS ROUTE – LAKE WHEELER ROAD – TRAILWOOD HILLS DRIVE – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA

Chairperson Stephenson reported the Public Works Committee recommends the item relating to the bus route for Lake Wheeler Road – Trailwood Hills Drive be removed from the agenda with no action taken and so moved.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
STORMWATER MAINTENANCE PLAN – LAKELAND ESTATE HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION – DIRECTION GIVE
Chairperson Stephenson reported the Public Works Committee recommends removing this item from the agenda with no action taken.  Staff is directed to explore alternative avenues for homeowners associations to comply with State DENR regulations and report their recommendations back to the full Council.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Stephenson moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

PASSENGER RAIL STATION – POSSIBLE USE OF DILLON SUPPLY PROPERTY – SITE VISIT SCHEDULED

Mr. Stephenson indicated he had been in conversation with the NCDOT Rail Division representative relative to work on redevelopment of the Dillon Supply property as a passenger rail station for the City and TTA.  He talked about the study and the opportunity to possibly have a station up and running within 3 years.  He suggested the possibility of getting a staff report on the feasibility and at the same time schedule a city council site visit.  
Mayor Meeker talked about the proposal indicating a budget work session is scheduled for Monday, June 6 at 4:00 p.m. and possibly at the end of the work session, the Council could walk down and do an on site visit and talk with the representatives.  Administration was asked to look at the possibility.
MORDECAI PARK – SPRING HILL LOTS AND ARCHIVE COLLECTION VALUE – REFERRED TO BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Mr. Stephenson talked about the Mordecai Park proposed interpretive center.  He talked about Capital Area Preservation ownership of the Spring Hill lots and the historic archival collection.  He stated it seems like this is a good opportunity to revisit the issue, talked about the possibility of the Spring Hill lots and the collection being in public ownership and asked if staff could look at some way to get market value or appraisal of the lots and the collection.  The history of the relationship between Capital Area Preservation, the City and Mordecai Park and the possibility of getting everything into public ownership was talked about.  Mr. Odom questioned the ownership of the property and the collection as he thought the City owned the collection.  After brief discussion it was agreed to refer the items to Budget & Economic Development Committee and hopefully staff could provide some indication of value, history, ownership, etc.  
BAPTIST MEN – POSSIBILITY OF DONATION – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Ms. Baldwin talked about the upcoming Rise Up Raleigh and the fact that the organizing group agreed that the money would go to local charities.  She pointed out the Baptist Men donated a lot of time, effort and help to the City but pointed out that it was agreed that they would not be the beneficiary of any of the fund raising by Rise Up Raleigh.  She asked about taking some money out of contingency to provide to the Baptist Men as a token of our appreciation.  No action was taken with the Mayor suggesting that the Council think about it and could bring it up at a later date if they so desire.

UNSAFE BUILDING – MARTIN-TARBORO ROAD – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Mr. Weeks indicated he has brought this item up before pointing out a business at the intersection of Martin and Tarboro Road burned and there is a skeleton of the building left.  It is unsafe, there are kids passing by he just feels that something should be done to address the situation and asked administration to provide a report.

WATSON FLEA MARKET – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Weeks talked about the safety issues at the Watson’s Flea Market.  He pointed out some two years the ago the City put some conditions that the Flea Market must abide by in order to stay in business, including blocking of the road to make sure there is safe traffic flow.  He pointed out the last three Saturdays he has gone out and that has not occurred.  He talked the need to address some of the concerns and asked administration to look at the situation.

TRANSIT OPERATION FACILITY – RIBBON CUTTING ANNOUNCED

Mayor Meeker pointed out the City will be holding a ribbon cutting for the new transit facility on Poole Road pointing out it is one of the best transit facilities in the United States.  He encouraged all to attend.

LEGISLATIVE AGENDA – BOARDS AND COMMISSION INPUT – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Gaylord indicated some time back he asked about the possibility of developing an avenue by which boards and commissions are consulted and asked for legislative agenda ideas.  He questioned where that is in the process.  City Attorney McCormick indicated we are trying to figure out a way to do that and he hopes to have something in place for next year.  The comments were received.

CITYCAMP RALEIGH – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mr. Gaylord talked about CityCamp Raleigh which is a volunteer unconference which will bring together various groups to work towards next generation solutions for Raleigh.  He talked about innovative solutions talked about how the event will work and encouraged everyone to attend pointing out he would provide additional information.  The comments were received.

TRAFFIC CALMING – NORTH BOYLAN AVENUE – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Mr. Crowder asked about the possibility of some type traffic calming for the North Boylan Avenue.  He stated when bars and other businesses close down late at night there are some real traffic problems with cars hitting each other, side swiping, etc.  He asked Administration to look at some type traffic calming efforts.  

JAYCEE PARK – VOLLEYBALL COURT – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Mr. Crowder indicated he had received complaints relative to the lack of sand on the volleyball courts at Jaycee Park.  He stated people are getting injured as there is not enough sand and asked that it be checked out.  The item was referred to administration.

PARTY NUISANCES – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Crowder talked about problems relating to amplified music for multi-family developments and commercial establishments which do not have permits, etc.  He stated we have a lot of events at restaurants, bars, multi-family developments that do not have permits and referred to several locations.  He stated may be we should conduct some type education with the Police department relative to the noise and party ordinance as there seem to be some major concerns.  The item was referred to administration.

MOORE SQUARE PLAN – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mr. Crowder pointed out he is concerned about moving forward with the Moore Square plan until we have some type resolution relative to possible damage or concern about maintaining the 100 year old oaks.  He asked about the possibility of revising the master plan.  Mayor Meeker pointed out the group will be coming back to Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board at 30% design and at that point the City Council can say yes or no on how to move forward.  The comments were received.

APPOINTMENTS

APPOINTMENTS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

The City Clerk reported the following results of the ballot vote:

Appearance Commission – Two Vacancies – Mr. Weeks nominated Asa Fleming

Arts Commission – One Vacancy – No nominees

Centennial Authority – One Vacancy – Mayor Meeker had nominated Pat Long and Mr. Gaylord had nominated Billie Redmond.  The City Clerk pointed out she understands that Pat Long has withdrawn her name from consideration with Mayor Meeker pointing out that is correct.  Mr. Crowder nominated Gus Gusler.

Housing Appeals Board – One Vacancy – No nominees

Human Relations Commission – One Vacancy – Reverend Michael Oakley – 5 (Crowder, Meeker, Stephenson, Odom, Baldwin)

Raleigh Historic Districts Commission – 4 Vacancies – Dr. Kiernan McGorty – 5 (Crowder, Meeker, Stephenson, Odom, Baldwin).  The City Clerk reported Ms. Baldwin nominated Michael Story and Ms. Baldwin and Mr. Gaylord nominated Cecily Timmons.

Bond Marketing Committee – Twenty Vacancies – nominations include Sally Haile, Les Seitz, Dora King Morgan, Randall Stagner.  Mr. Stephenson nominated Jeff Merritt, Steve Mason, Jim Quinn and Carley Ruff.  Ms. Baldwin nominated Natalie Perkins, Mayor Meeker nominated Kevin Campbell and Sig Hutchinson.  Ms. McFarlane nominated Richard Adams.  By consensus the Council agreed to appoint all of those nominated.  By consensus the Committee agreed that Sig Hutchinson would be Chairperson.
The appointment of Reverend Michael Oakley to the Human Relations Commission and Dr. Kiernan McGorty to the Historic Districts Commission and those nominated to the Bond Marketing Committee was announced with the understanding the other items would be carried over until the next meeting.

NOMINATIONS

BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMISSION – TWO VACANCIES ANNOUNCED

During the approval of the Bicycle and Pedestrian Commission’s Annual Work Plan, the Council agreed to add two members with specific representation from health and wellness and the education sectors.  No action had been taken to amend their bylaws to increase the membership.  Earlier in the meeting today, the Council took action to amend the bylaws; therefore, it would be appropriate to submit nominations for two members.  No nominations were made.

MORDECAI HISTORIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

The terms of Melissa S. Hockaday, William Schnorr and Bonnie Leopard are expiring.  All three are eligible for reappointment for a one-year term in order to complete their six years in succession.  All have good attendance records and would like to be considered for reappointment.

There is one vacancy due to the death of Thomas W. H. Alexander.  The nominating committee of the advisory group recommends that Nick Fountain be appointed.

Ms. Baldwin moved that the Council suspend its rules and reappoint Ms. Hockaday, Mr. Schnorr and Ms. Leopard for a one-year term and appointment of Nick Fountain to a two-year term.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Farlane and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

PARKING FEES – PROPOSED ORDINANCE – REFERRED TO BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

City Attorney McCormick indicated the City Manager has mentioned to the Council the problems with the pressure on the parking fund.  He indicated Council members received in their agenda packet an ordinance to establish a procedure to recover cost associated with the lost of on-street parking due to demolition, renovation and construction.  He stated this would apply when the City reserves on-street parking for construction projects and explained the proposal.  Mr. Crowder and Ms. Baldwin suggested the item be referred to the Budget & Economic Development Committee.  Without discussion, the item was so referred.

CITY COUNCIL REDISTRICTING – PROPOSAL - PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZED

City Attorney McCormick indicated he had provided the City Council with two sets of maps that are identical, one shows streets, the other show precincts for the various City Council districts.  This represents the proposed new district.  He indicated in doing a redistricting proposal, the first goal is to get within the one man one vote concept pointing out this allows for a 10% variance but with a proposal being presented we have achieved a 3 to 4 percent variance.  The second goal is to disturbed existing districts as little as possible, do not split any precincts and do not put any two encumbrants in the same district.  He stated Council members also received in their agenda packet a proposed resolution adopting the redistricting proposal as presented pointing out it would become effective with the filing period on July 25.  He expressed appreciation to Afreda Bryant pointing out she did the heavy lifting in developing the maps, etc.  
Ms. Baldwin stated it would be good to have a copy of the current precincts map with various Council members stating it would be good to have an electronic version.  Mayor Meeker suggested that we schedule a public hearing on June 7 and so moved.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote and suggested that the maps be placed on the City’s website.  
LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING – MAY 24 – CANCELED

Ms. Baldwin pointed out the May 24 Law and Public Safety Committee meeting has been canceled.

Adjournment.  There being no further business, Mayor Meeker announced the meeting adjourned at 4:35 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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