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 COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 17, 2012 in the City Council Chamber of the Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.




Mayor Nancy McFarlane, Presiding




Mayor Pro Tem Russ Stephenson



Councilor Mary-Ann Baldwin




Councilor Thomas G. Crowder




Councilor Bonner Gaylord (Absent & Excused)



Councilor John Odom



Councilor Randall K. Stagner



Councilor Eugene Weeks

Mayor McFarlane called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Presiding Prelate, Bishop Vernon E. Kennebrew of the Church of Christ (Holiness) USA.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilor Baldwin.  Mayor McFarlane welcomed Bishop Kennebrew to the City pointing out she understands his organization is holding their annual meeting in North Carolina for the first time.  

The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.
CERTIFICATES OF APPOINTMENT – PRESENTED

Mayor McFarlane explained the Certificate of Appointment presentation and presented a Certificate to Besty Buford who was recently appointed to the Convention Center Commission.  Mayor McFarlane had a Certificate for Clyde Lumby, Jr. who was recently appointed to the Arts Commission.  Mr. Lundy was not able to attend the meeting.  

PROCLAMATION – PLAY DAY – PROCLAIMED

Mayor McFarlane read a proclamation proclaiming July 21, 2012 as Play Day in the City of Raleigh.  The proclamation was accepted by Parks and Recreation Director Diane Sauer, Christy Connell and Wayne Schindler.  In accepting the proclamation, Mr. Schindler talked about recognizing children who play live a healthier, happier life, do better in school, develop social skills, etc.  He stated the City of Raleigh was recently designated a 2012 Playful City USA, an honor that comes to cities and towns who promote good play time and opportunities.  He stated 213 cities and towns in the USA received that designation including six municipalities in North Carolina.  He pointed out the designation allows the City to apply for various grants to share various efforts, best practices, access to on-line training, etc.  He displayed a sign which he said with the help of the Public Works Department will be posted on each major entrance to the City.  
Christy Connell indicated she had the opportunity to work with nine interns on developing this application, play day, etc.  She explained it will be held at Biltmore Hills, explained the times, etc.  She introduced the interns who were present at the meeting pointing out they have done a great job.  She presented t-shirts to the City Council pointing out the T-shirts celebrate the honor.  
PROCLAMATION – PARKS AND RECREATION MONTH – PROCLAIMED

Mayor McFarlane read a proclamation proclaiming July 2012 as Parks and Recreation Month in the City of Raleigh.  The proclamation was accepted by Parks and Recreation Director Diane Sauer who indicated for the past 25 years July has been celebrated as Parks and Recreation Month.  She stated in addition to the celebration, it is a time for the department to say thank you to the City Council, City Manager and the citizens of Raleigh for participation in the various programs.  She pointed out Council members received at their chairs the 2012 Annual Report pointing out she feels all will be amazed when they read about the activities that have occurred.  She stated she feels they have broken the record for ground breakings, dedications, grand openings, participant numbers and many of the revenue estimates.  Ms. Sauer stated we will be opening two active adult centers, an aquatic center, park and neighborhood center, dedicate in over 30 miles of greenway just to name a few.  She expressed appreciation to the Parks and Recreation staff pointing out they do an increditable job and are an amazing group of people.  She presented a video showing the work of the department.
CAPITAL TREES PROGRAM – 2010 – 2011 AWARDS – PRESENTED
Rene Boyette, staff member at Triangle J who works with the Regional Appearance Commission indicated several years ago Triangle J took over the administration of the Capital Trees program.  Since the initiation of the Capital Tree Program, over 250 trees have been designated.  She stated this year there were five trees within the City of Raleigh that received recognition or awards three which belong to the City of Raleigh.  She told of Triangle J’s involvement.  She introduced Dr. Benson Kirkman and Anne Davis who told of the criteria.  
It was pointed out there were several awards levels – Champion, Historical, Landmark and Meritorious.  They explained the criteria which must be met for a tree to receive these designations.  The following awards were announced.

Champion – 2609 Hazelwood Drive – Catherine Burton and Dave Gates accepted the award for the Japanese Maple at that location.  A Historical and Meritorious award was presented for the Deodar Cedar at 1105 Mordecai Drive.  The award was accepted by the nominator and neighbors Lindsay Knott.  A Champion award was given for the Sycamore on Western Boulevard by Pullen Park which is owned by the City of Raleigh, Historical award for the Southern Red Oak at Pullen Park owned by the City of Raleigh and a Landmark award for the White Oak at Pullen Park owned by the City of Raleigh.  The three City of Raleigh plaques were accepted by Urban Forrester Sally Thigpen.  In announcing the awards, information was given about each tree including the nominator, etc.  

COUNCILOR GAYLORD – EXCUSED FROM THE MEETING
Mayor McFarlane pointed out Councilor Bonner Gaylord is out of town and would be excused from the meetings today.

CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor McFarlane presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion.  If a Councilor request discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  She explained the vote on the Consent Agenda will be a roll call vote.  Mayor McFarlane indicated Administration had asked to add an easement exchange for Ramblewood Lantern to the Consent Agenda.  Mayor McFarlane stated she had received the following requests to withdraw items from the Consent Agenda:  Stormwater drainage easement/Blue Ridge Road (Crowder); Critical Public Safety Facilities Design Service Contract (Crowder/McFarlane); Critical Public Safety Facilities Threat and Security Analysis (Crowder); Planning and Development transfer (Crowder).  Without objection the item was added to the Consent Agenda and the ones outlined were withdrawn from the Consent Agenda.  Mr. Crowder moved approval of the Consent Agenda as amended.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stagner and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Gaylord absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  The items on the Consent Agenda were as follows. 
BUDGET REAPPROPRIATION – JUNE 30, 2012 UNEXPENDED FUNDS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

It is customary at the beginning of each fiscal year to reappropriate certain unexpended funds from the previous fiscal year to complete budgeted activities for which funds are not yet encumbered.  Remaining unexpended funds revert to fund balance.  Funds identified for reappropriation are limited to ensure that adequate fund balance remains available for appropriation at levels approved in the current budget and to achieve the 14 percent undesignated fund balance goal.  
The following account details are those recommended by the City Manager to be carried over to FY 2012-13; additional details regarding the recommendations are included in the agenda packet.  Funds are recommended for carry over in the General, Asset Forfeiture, Public Utilities, and Risk Management Funds.  Council approval is necessary to reappropriate funds into the 2012-13 operating budget.
Recommendation:  Approve the amendment to the FY2012-13 Budget Ordinance.  The following accounts should be increased by:
	Revenue Accounts:
	
	

	100-0000-532980-000
	Appropriation from Special Reserve
	$429,396

	100-0000-532980-000
	Appropriation from Special Reserve
	 95,257

	230-0000-532980-000
	Appropriation from Special Reserve
	250,000

	310-0000-532980-000
	Appropriation from Special Reserve
	40,000 

	
	
	

	Expense Accounts:
	
	

	100-4410-707900-352
	Professional Services
	$  80,000

	100-4410-714030-352
	Repairs-Other Equipment
	50,000

	100-4410-707900-352
	Professional Services
	20,000

	100-4410-714030-352
	Repairs-Other Equipment
	40,000

	100-1040-708900-102
	Contractual Services
	125,000

	100-1210-72300-72346
	Workplace Healthcare
	21,000

	100-6220-714010-509
	Repairs-Other Equipment
	35,600

	100-2410-708900-201
	Contractual  
	42,209

	100-2220-708900-201
	Contractual Services-Other
	15,587

	
	General Fund Total
	$429,396


	100-4040-714010-412
	Repairs-Building/Structures
	95,257

	
	Asset Forfeiture Fund Total
	$95,257

	
	
	

	310-5220-752900-604
	Capital Equipment-Other
	40,000 

	
	Public Utilities Fund Total
	$40,000 

	
	
	

	230-1691-721080-922
	Miscellaneous Deductible Claims
	250,000 

	
	Risk Management Fund Total
	$250,000 


Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stagner – 7 ayes (Gaylord absent & excused).  See Ordinance 88 TF 189.

E.M. JOHNSON WATER TREATMENT PLANT – VARIANCE – APPROVED

The E. M. Johnson Water Treatment Plant supplies the majority of potable water to City utility customers.  The facility is located within the Falls Lake water supply watershed.  As such, the facility is subject to standards and ordinances for the development of industrial sites within the watershed.
A recently approved capital improvement project to modernize the chemical handling and storage facilities at the E. M. Johnson Water Treatment Plant highlight a conflict between the facility master plan, the existing site conditions, and certain provisions of the Secondary Watershed Protection Area Overlay District.  A constructed or physical resolution to this conflict would entail significant land acquisition adjacent to the facility, which includes the possibility of forced acquisitions.  Alternatively, staff proposes a limited variance from City Code Section 10-10021(g) to resolve the conflict.
Recommendation:  Grant the E. M. Johnson Water Treatment Plant site (Wake County PIN 1718885193) an exemption, in perpetuity, from the requirements of City Code Section 10-10021(g).  Upheld on Consent Agenda Growder/Stagner – 7 ayes (Gaylord absent and excused).
ROAD RACE – LAKE PARK SWIM CLUB VICINITY – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

Helene Lane, representing her neighborhood, requests permission to hold a race on Saturday, August 11, 2012, from 8:00 a.m. until 10:00 a.m.
Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stagner – 7 ayes (Gaylord absent and excused).

STREET CLOSINGS – VARIOUS EVENTS AND DATES – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

The agenda presented the following request for temporary street closing.

300 Block of West North Street
Jerry McDermott, representing the Hibernian Pub, requests permission for a street closure on Wednesday, July 18, 2012, from 6:00 p.m. until 12:00 a.m., for an outdoor fundraising event.

He is also requesting a waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on city property.

100 Block of Cabarrus Street
Pat Dickenson, representing the Lincoln Theater, requests permission for a street closure on Saturday, September 8, 2012, from 5:30 p.m. until 11:00 p.m., for an outdoor entertainment event.

He is also requesting a waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on city property.

E. Martin Street Vicinity

Laura Spagnola, representing AC Restaurants, requests permission for a street closure on Saturday, September 8, 2012, from 11:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m., for an outdoor fundraising/music event.
She is also requesting a waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on city property.

400 Block of Fayetteville Street

Neeta Kabadi, representing herself, requests permission for a street closure on Saturday, August 11, 2012, from 2:30 p.m. until 3:00 p.m., for an Indian wedding ceremony.

400 Block of Fayetteville Street
Donna Ebron, representing the Sir Walter Raleigh Apartments, requests permission for a street closure on Saturday, October 13, 2012, from 4:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m., for a Senior Prom event.

Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions noted on the reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stagner – 7 ayes (Gaylord absent and excused).
HAZARDOUS MITIGATION GRANT APPLICATIONS – FEMA – VARIOUS ACTIONS APPROVED

The Public Works Department periodically applies for Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) grants.  Each grant application requires authorization from the City Council for both application submittal and for authority to enter into agreements that result from a grant award.  The grant applications are for funding the acquisition or elevation of repetitive loss properties.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager and the Mayor to execute grant applications and any agreements that may result from the grant applications to the Federal Emergency Management Agency.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stagner – 7 ayes (Gaylord absent & excused).  
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS REGIONAL RESPONSE TEAM GRANT – ACCEPTED
The following accounts should be increased by:
Revenue Account:

810-4210-513170-93313-GRT00-70003333
State Grants
$57,000

Expense Accounts:

810-4210-701080-93313-GRT00-70003333
Hazmat Supplies
$18,000

810-4210-707080-93313-GRT00-70003333
Medical Services
15,000

810-4210-712010-93313-GRT00-70003333
Training/Travel Registration
19,000

810-4210-721120-93313-GRT00-70003333
SIR Workers Comp Claims
    5,000



$57,000

Purpose:  To appropriate funding from the North Carolina Department of Public Safety, Division of Emergency Management, in support of the Hazardous Materials Response Team.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stagner – 7 ayes (Gaylord absent and excused).  See Ordinance 88 TF 189.
JANITORIAL AND CLEANING SERVICES – PARKS AND RECREATION FACILITIES – CONTRACT AWARDED TO STRATUS BUILDING SOLUTIONS

The Parks and Recreation Department issued a Request for Proposals to provide janitorial services at 50 designated Parks and Recreation facilities.  Eight proposals were received and evaluated based on qualifications and price, which includes providing the necessary cleaning products, equipment and level of service to meet the demands and the maintenance schedules of each facility.  The evaluation team recommends Stratus Building Solutions of Raleigh at an annual cost of $523,815.  The proposed cost for all sites is within the available budget.  A comprehensive list of sites and additional information is included in the backup material.
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute a contract with Stratus Building Solutions in an amount not to exceed $523,815 annually for three years of service, with the option of renewal for two additional years.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stagner – 7 ayes (Gaylord absent & excused).

CEMETERY FENCE – RESTORATION AND CONSTRUCTION ADMINISTRATION SERVICES – APPROVED

Proposals were solicited from qualified firms for design and construction administration of fence repairs and restoration at the historic cemeteries.  Two firms submitted responses to the request for qualifications.  Staff from the Parks and Recreation Department and the Planning Department evaluated the proposals based on criteria set forth in the Request for Qualifications.  The firms were ranked as follows:
· MacConnell & Associates, P.C., Cary, North Carolina 

· Sears Design Group, Raleigh, North Carolina 

The proposal from MacConnell & Associates, P.C. was unanimously selected as the most competitive.
Recommendation:  Authorize staff to negotiate a contract with MacConnell & Associates, P.C., for contract services on design and construction administration of the Cemetery Fencing Repair and Replacement.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stagner – 7 ayes (Gaylord absent and excused).
WATER SERVICES – INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH TOWN OF CARY – APPROVED

A draft contract has been developed between the City and the Town of Cary establishing terms for emergency water supply and for the construction of additional water system interconnections.

Recommendation: Authorize the City Manager to execute the interlocal agreement with the Town of Cary for emergency water service and interconnection subject to the City Attorney’s review and approval.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stagner – 7 ayes (Gaylord absent and excused).
APPLIED AQUATIC ECOLOGY – NCSU – MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE CONTRACT

A contract has been negotiated with the Center for Applied Aquatic Ecology for the continued operation of three real-time water quality monitoring platforms and periodic sample collection.  The contract shall not exceed $171,741 per year.  The contract has three one-year renewal options.
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute a one year contract with the Center for Applied Aquatic Ecology with the understanding that the contract can be renewed for three additional years based on performance.  Funding is appropriated in the operating budget.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stagner – 7 ayes (Gaylord absent and excused). 

INSTRUMENT MAINTENANCE AND MONITORING – CONTRACT WITH INSTRUMENTATION SERVICES, INC. – RENEWED

The City has an existing contract with Instrumentation Services, Inc. in the amount of $168,840 for instrument maintenance and monitoring.  The original contract provided the option for three one-year renewals.
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the first annual renewal option with Instrumentation Services, Inc. contract renewal.  Funding is appropriated in the operating budget.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stagner – 7 ayes (Gaylord absent and excused).
PUBLIC UTILITIES – HAULING SERVICES – CONTRACT WITH RIVER PLACE LOGISTIC, INC.

A contract was signed on July 30, 2011 for $350,000 with River Place Logistics, Inc. to provide hauling services for residuals and bio-solids material from the E. M. Johnson Water Treatment Plant. The original contract offered three one year renewals.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the first annual renewal option with River Place Logistics, Inc.  Funding is appropriated in the operating budget.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stagner – 7 ayes (Gaylord absent and excused).

UPPER LONGVIEW LAKE – SYSTEM IMPROVEMENT PROJECT – CONSTRUCTION SERVICES – MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE CONTRACT

CDM Smith has completed the design and permitting phases for the Upper Longview Lake System Improvement project.  Approval of the construction contract was awarded at the May 1, 2012 City Council meeting.  Project funding (a 0% loan) has been approved through the North Carolina Infrastructure Finance Section State Revolving Fund.  This funding requires a third-party engineering certification for all construction work on the project.  The certifications will be done by completing inspections of the project, record keeping of those activities, and reviewing any engineering design issues that arise during construction.
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to negotiate and execute a contract in an amount not to exceed $146,000 to provide construction certification services for the Upper Longview Lake System Improvement project.  Approve the following budget adjustments:
Transferred From: 

470-790010-2240-975-00000-CIP05-86590000
Stormwaater System Repairs
$146,000

Transferred To:

470-792010-2240-975-00000-CIP05-91430000
Upper Longview Restoration
$146,000

Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stagner – 7 ayes (Gaylord absent and excused).  See Ordinance 88 TF 189.
CONVENTION CENTER – RECLASSIFICATION – APPROVED
The Raleigh Convention Center requests the reclassification of position 3940 from Customer Service Representative (code 0069; PG 26) to RCCC Sales Specialist (code 0629; PG 31).  The position will be responsible for working with the Convention and Visitors Bureau to aid in booking leads by conveying the Convention Center’s features and benefits to potential customers, primarily in the State Association and Sports market segments.  The Human Resources Department has reviewed and approved the reclassification.  The FY13 budget impact is $8,182.  Funds are available in the salary account due to position vacancies.
Recommendation: Approve the reclassification.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stagner – 7 ayes (Gaylord absent and excused).  

PARKS AND RECREATION – CLASSIFICATION CORRECTION – APPROVED

The grade of the new classification of Greenway Manager (code 4114) was listed as 35 in the adopted FY13 budget.  It is requested that the pay grade be changed to 34, consistent with the review and approval of the Human Resources Department.

Recommendation:  Approve the grade change.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stagner – 7 ayes (Gaylord absent and excused).

ENCROACHMENT – 513 WEST PEACE STREET – APPROVED  CONDITIONALLY
A request has been received from Millstream Properties, LLC to encroach on City right-of-way for the purpose of installing shade structures and to legalize an existing wall and patio.  A report was included with the agenda packet.
Recommendation:  Approve the encroachment subject to completion of a liability agreement and documentation of proof of insurance by the applicant.

ENCROACHMENT – WADE PARK BOULEVARD – LILLINGTON DRIVE – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY
A request has been received from Post Properties to encroach on City right-of-way for the purpose of installing landscaping and irrigation.  A report was included with the agenda packet.
Recommendation:  Approve the encroachment subject to completion of a liability agreement, a tree maintenance agreement, and documentation of proof of insurance by the applicant.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stagner – 7 ayes (Gaylord absent and excused).

ENCROACHMENT – 5500 WADE PARK BOULEVARD – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

A request has been received from Lennar Carolinas to encroach on City right-of-way for the purpose of installing street trees.  A report was included with the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve the encroachment subject to completion of a liability agreement, a tree maintenance agreement, and documentation of proof of insurance by the applicant.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stagner – 7 ayes (Gaylord absent and excused).

BUDGET AMENDMENTS - VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented the following recommended Budget Amendments:
Parks and Recreation - $58,000 – to appropriate funding to establish a revolving fund budget for the Raleigh City Museum.

Planning - $190,960 – To appropriate FY13 funds for the Raleigh Historic Development Commission
Planning - $13,656 - To appropriate funds from Wake County pursuant to the Interlocal Agreement transferring administrative responsibilities for Historic Landmarks located within the City.
TRANSFERS – PUBLIC UTILITIES DEPARTMENT – APPROVED

The agenda presented transfers in the Public Utilities Department relative to purchasing of uniforms in the operation division of Public Utilities with it being pointed out the budget is being moved from Utilities Support to each operating division to allow for more accountability.  A second transfer to cover landfill charges in the operational division of Public Utilities was also presented pointing out the budget is being moved from Utilities Support to each operating division to allow for more accountability.  
The agenda outlined budget accounts involved and the recommended transfers.

Recommendation:  Approval of the transfers as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stagner – 7 ayes (Gaylord absent and excused.)  See Ordinance 88 TF 189.

TRAFFIC – VARIOUS CHANGES – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented a recommendation to approve a speed limit reduction on Peppermill Drive and Penncross Drive from 35 mph to 25 mph pursuant to a petition complying with the Neighborhood Traffic Management Program.  The agenda also presented recommendations for a no parking zone on a portion of Vanderbilt Avenue relating to a vision problem at 2512 Vanderbilt Avenue as cars are parking too close or blocking the driveway altogether.  It is recommended that the no parking zone on Vanderbilt Avenue be effective immediately to avoid additional problems.
Recommendation:  Approve the traffic changes as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stagner – 7 (Gaylord absent and excused).  See Ordinance 89 and 93.
SEWER EASEMENT EXCHANGE – RAMBLEWOOD LANTERN – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

Kane Realty has received from the Planning Commissions site plan and full construction plan approval for the Ramblewood Lantern project located at 109 Ramblewood Drive.  The property is owned by Rambelwood Ventures, LLC and is being redeveloped for multi-family and townhomes.  In order to comply with the requirements that are a condition of the site plan approval, the owner is required to exchange a sanitary sewer easement with the City of Raleigh the easement area to be exchange by the owner encompasses 4,694 square feet and the easement area to be exchanged by the City encompasses 283 square feet as a part of the redevelopment of the subject property of the sewer infrastructure will be upgraded from clay pipes to ductile iron pipes.
Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution of intent scheduling a public hearing for August 7, 2012 on the proposed sewer exchange.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Stagner – 7 ayes (Gaylord absent and excused).  See Resolution 640.

END OF CONSENT AGENDA
STORMWATER DRAINAGE EASEMENT – 0 BLUE RIDGE ROAD – VARIOUS ACTIONS APPROVED
Woodfield Investment Company, LLC has received from the Planning Commission site plan approval for the Woodfield Marshall Park Apartments project, located at 3936 Blue Ridge Road (“Subject Property”).  The Subject Property, which is jointly owned by GFM II, LLC and Englert, LLC, will be conveyed to Simpson Woodfield Marshall Park, LLC to develop the Woodfield Marshall Park Apartments subject to the site plan approval conditions.  GFM II, LLC, Englert, LLC, and/or successors in fee simple interest in and to the Subject Property are referred to herein as the “Owners”.  In order to comply with stormwater requirements that are conditions of site plan approval, the Owners are required to memorialize existing drainage features leading from their property to natural water courses in the form of off-site, permanent stormwater drainage easement(s) (PDE).  In order to meet this requirement, three PDE areas totaling approximately 4,668 square feet are required.  The PDE areas will traverse three City-owned parcels, each having the address of 0 Blue Ridge Road.   The three City properties have Real Estate ID #’s 0323751, 0370875, and 0370877, respectively.
In consideration for the City granting PDE(s) across City property to the Owners for the benefit of the Woodfield Marshall Park Apartments project, the Owners will convey to the City 6,840 square feet of additional greenway easement, over and upon the Subject Property, and which exceeds the 3,765 square feet of greenway easement required as a condition of site plan approval for the apartments.
Recommendation:  Authorize staff to:  1) Negotiate with the Owners on terms and conditions to place on the permanent stormwater drainage easement(s) on City properties at 0 Blue Ridge Road, having Real Estate ID #’s 0323751, 0370875, and 0370877.  2) Execute the permanent stormwater drainage easement(s) by the City once the City Manager and City Attorney are satisfied with the terms and conditions associated with the permanent stormwater drainage easement(s).
Mr. Crowder indicated he withdrew this from the Consent Agenda pointing out it looks like there is encroachment on parts of the required buffers outlined in the zoning case.  He stated it seems that this will be cutting some pretty large drainage swats along the property and he has concerns.  Parks Planner Vic Lebsock pointed out this was for the purpose of installing some pipes there will not be any ditches on City property.  He stated he is not aware of any buffers.

David Brown representing the property owner stated he was not aware of any zoning cases being referred to by Mr. Crowder.  Brief discussion took place on the location with Mr. Crowder apologizing he had the wrong property in mind.  Mr. Crowder moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Gaylord absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
CRITICAL PUBLIC SAFETY FACILITIES DESIGN SERVICE CONTRACT AND THREAT AND SECURITY ANALYSIS PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT – MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE CONTRACTS WITH PEARCE, BRINKLEY, CEASE AND LEE/AECOM AND BURNS AND MCDONNELL

On May 1, 2012, Council authorized the City Manager to negotiate the contract for the Phase One design services.  A contract has been negotiated with Pearce, Brinkley, Cease, and Lee/AECOM for Phase One Design Services associated with the initial development of a new Critical Public Safety Facility on the proposed site at the corner of North Raleigh Boulevard and Brentwood Road.  This initial contract for Phase One Design Services will include the evaluation and updating of the previous departmental programming, site master planning, and initial conceptual building design efforts.  The contract amount is $477,375. Funds are available in account 507-2210-792010-975-CIP00-86540070.
The contract breakdown is as follows:
Phase One Services

$433,975

Owner Design Contingency Allowance
    43,400
Total Fee

$477,375

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute a contract with Pearce, Brinkley, Cease, and Lee/AECOM in the amount of $477,375.
On June 5, 2012, Council authorized the City Manager to negotiate the contract for the Phase One Threat and Security analysis services.  The contract has been negotiated with Burns and McDonnell for Phase One Threat and Security analysis services associated with the initial development of a new Critical Public Safety Facility on the proposed site at the corner of North Raleigh Boulevard and Brentwood Road.  This initial contract for Phase One Threat and Security analysis services will include the evaluation of risks to the site and building as well as the development of design criteria to mitigate applicable risks.  The contract amount is $101,500.  Funds are available in account 507-2210-792010-975-CIP00-86540070.
The contract breakdown is as follows:
Phase One Services

$78,600

Consultant Reimbursable Allowance

15,000

Owner Design Contingency Allowance
     7,900
Total Fee

$101,500

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute a contract with Burns and McDonnell in the amount of $101,500.
Mr. Crowder stated he withdrew these two items from the Consent Agenda and they could be discussed together.

Mayor McFarlane questioned the timeline to get these plans back and a projected cost for this project.  She also questioned if there is a point that the Council needs to get involved in the planning or the concept design so we do not have a hiccup like we had on the previous similar project.  
City Manager Allen pointed out both of these consultants will be working within a controlled budget as outlined in the agenda packet.  Mayor McFarlane questioned if there is a cap or are they designing within a certain budget.  City Manager Allen pointed out they will be looking at program needs, concept plans, master plan and they will be bringing back a concept plan and a program plan and will be doing some high level cost estimates for the complete project.  They are doing that work within the fixed budget as outlined on the agenda.  

Mr . Crowder pointed out his questions relate to whether there is an overall total budget for this project.  He stated he knew we had some information from the last effort and he wonders if we have some expectation of the ultimate cost as he feels there should be some boundaries on the total cost when the design is taking place.  He stated in addition he would like to get an idea of the full time line of what is being projected and he thinks those things should be a part of this process.  He questioned when the Council would receive what this contract will provide.  
Construction Manager Mitch Kelly indicated the information will come back in December of this year.  Mr. Crowder stated the bigger question in his mind is the overall budget for this project.  City Manager Allen pointed out we have some seat of the pants numbers but that is all they are.  He stated getting this work done and the concept plan, etc., is important to help determine the overall cost.  He stated until we do a concept plan we are only guessing at the cost.  Mr. Crowder questioned if the City Manager wanted to share his guess with the Council with the City Manager indicating they had rather not at this point.  He stated he does not like to put out numbers until the project is fully vetted and that is the propose of doing this work to get stronger numbers, etc.  Mayor McFarlane stated as she understands when the information comes back in December we will have some better estimates or stronger numbers.  Construction Manager Kelly indicated we will be getting a schematic concept plan, vetting of cost estimates, etc.  The full blown budget for the project will be a part of what this work does.
Mr. Crowder pointed out the City went through a similar process for the proposed building next door and questioned if we do not understand our program needs.  Mr. Kelly stated we do have information and will take full advantage of that information but infrastructure needs at the location must be vetted.  He stated this is a completely different building and facility than what was anticipated next door.  However we are talking advantage of the program needs and not reinventing the programs.  We are looking at the program needs based on sight, etc.  City Manager Allen cautioned everyone to understand that this is a reduction from the Clarence E. Lightner Center that was proposed.   Some of the same programs would be in the proposed building but it is a reduced project.
Mr. Odom moved approval of the facilities design service contract and threat and security analysis contract as recommended.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The May ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote (Gaylord absent and excused)
PERSONNEL CHANGES – PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED; INFORMATION REQUESTED

The agenda presented the following proposed personnel changes in planning and development.
Following the recent establishment of the Office of Economic Development, Planning and Development requests the transfer of a Permit Administrator (code 4242, Position #3930, PG 40) position from Planning and Development/Department of Inspections to Planning and Development/Office of Economic Development.  Funds are available in the current FY13 budget.
Recommendation:  Approve the position transfer.  Authorize the following budget transfer:
Transfer From:

100-2810-600010-201 Salary

$  97,204

100-2810-601200-201 Expense Allowance

780

100-2810-620010-201 Retirement

7,291

100-2810-620020-201 Supplemental Retirement
1,945

100-2810-620050-201 Social Security

6,030

100-2810-620060-201 Medicare

1,410

100-2810-625010-201 Health Insurance

9,480

100-2810-625020-201 Dental Insurance

525

100-2810-625030-201 Group Life Insurance

85

100-2810-702020-101 Computer Lease

        620


$125,370

Transfer To:

100-2410-600010-201 Salary

$  97,204

100-2410-601200-201 Expense Allowance

780

100-2410-620010-201 Retirement

7,291

100-2410-620020-201 Supplemental Retirement
1,945

100-2410-620050-201 Social Security

6,030

100-2410-620060-201 Medicare

1,410

100-2410-625010-201 Health Insurance

9,480

100-2410-625020-201 Dental Insurance

525

100-2410-625030-201 Group Life Insurance

85

100-2410-702020-201 Computer Lease

        620


$125,370

Mr. Crowder stated he withdrew this from the consent agenda pointing out the City just went through a total reorganization and establishing guidelines.  He indicated the Council was supposed to get an update from the advisory group on how we are doing in meeting the various benchmarks.  He stated this proposal looks like we are taking a permit administrator and moving it into the Economic Development Department  He questioned the purpose of doing it as he thought we had completed the reorganization.  It was pointed out that the role of Frank Olason was reduced during the reorganization and he is working as the Assistant Sustainability Advocate in the department.

Mr. Crowder stated he thought Mr. Olason would be good in that position and moved approval of the recommendation as outlined.  He stated however he would like to get an update on where we are as it relates to the performance matrix.  Planning and Economic Development Director Silver indicated they did meet last week and they have some information for a report that will be shared with the Council.  Mr. Crowder pointed out until development picks up it is not hard to hit some of the benchmarks.  Mr. Crowder again moved approval of the budget amendment and the request for additional information.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  They Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote (Gaylord absent and excused).  See Ordinance 88 TF 189.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

REZONING Z-13-11 – DOROTHEA DRIVE – REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF TIME - APPROVED
Applicant is requesting a 45-day time extension. The Planning Commission deadline for recommendation is July 6, 2012. The additional 45 days will allow the applicant more time to work with city staff on issues raised by the City Attorney’s office.
CR-11475 from the Planning Commission recommends a 45 day time extension.

Mayor McFarlane moved approval of the request.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote (Gaylord absent and excused).
REZONING Z-12-12 – CREEDMOOR/WEST MILLBROOK ROAD – TO BE PLACED ON AUGUST 7 AGENDA AS A SPECIAL ITEM
This is a request to amend conditions associated with property zoned Shopping Center Conditional Use District.

CR-11476 from the Planning Commission recommends approval based on the findings and reasons stated herein, that the request be approved in accordance with zoning conditions dated July 9, 2012.
Mr. Stephenson pointed out there had been some conservations held between Attorney Michael Birch, Deputy Planning Director Ken Bowers and him and the applicant has proposed a series of amended conditions; however, because of a technicality in the number of days we need to hold this over and place it on the August 7 agenda to consider the amended conditions. 

Without objection it was agreed the item would be placed in the August 7 agenda to consider the case with the amended conditions.

Deputy Planning Director Ken Bowers explained the location.

Mayor McFarlane had questions about the additional traffic pointing out clearly one cannot take a left off of that property during peak hours.  Deputy Planning Director Bowers talked about the traffic, accident history, and location of driveways explaining there will be some issues no matter where the driveway is placed.  He talked about the traffic impact analysis for the original zoning case and pointed out as he understands our Transportation staff is satisfied with the TIA.

Mayor McFarlane stated this property was to be a neighborhood shopping center and questioned how this proposal will change the usage.  Attorney Michael Birch indicated the conditions allow a mix of commercial, office and residential uses and has a cap of square footage for each type of use. They wanted to maintain the flexibility to do some mixed use but included a cap for retail uses, commercial uses, office and residential and again stated those caps were placed on the various zones so that they would stay below the a.m. and p.m. peak hours thresholds as outlined in the traffic study.  He stated it could be developed all residential up to 105 units and there is a cap of 55,000 square feet of retail but it would be permissible under this zoning to develop 65,000 square feet of retail on the site if there are no other uses.  He talked about the square footage caps being a little different but with this proposed case it is actually more restrictive.  He explained the proposed conditions which include a limitation of a single building size of 55,000 square feet, requirement for a minimum amount of masonry materials on buildings facing public rights-of-way, increasing the transparency requirement from 15 to 25 percent in certain locations facing public rights-of-way, limiting the location of the one drive through.  Whether there was conversation before the Planning Commission about going from a mixed use to a single use was questioned.  The Comprehensive Plan for this area, policy goals for a neighborhood mixed use category versus stand along uses was talked about.  Mr. Stephenson talked about accomplishing our goals of developing in a more urban fashion which allows people to take care of their daily activities without having to drive.  He stated this is one of the mixed use centers designated and approved by the Comprehensive Plan urban form map.  He talked about this being an area which presents opportunities for redeveloping and the need to increase walkability, pedestrian accessibility, public transit, etc.  He talked about the shopping center across the street which will be up for redevelopment at some point and the need to set the redevelopment precedent.  He cautioned the Council not to lose sight of the big picture.  
Discussion followed with various Council members talking about the future of this site, the development/redevelopment on the other quadrants, discussions in the past relative to connecting residential and nonresidential uses, the UDO and what it calls for in this area, what mixed use designations really mean and the hope that the UDO process will address some of these issues.  What is in the UDO now as it relates to mixed use and how that would relate to this proposal was talked about.  Mr. Crowder talked about stand along uses versus mixed use, use of policy boundary lines in the past, discussion in the UDO and fear of stripping out various corridors.  The size of this property and redevelopment potential and the size requirements for mixed use development and whether we are moving in that direction was talked about.  Mr. Crowder talked about the pre World War II developments in areas such as in the Five Points, Hayes Barton, Peace Street, Person Street area pointing out there are small developments that in his opinion are very capable of redeveloping into mixed use development.

After brief discussion, it was pointed out the closing date for amending conditions to be presented is 15 days from July 17, 2012.  It was pointed out the Council had voted that the item would be placed on the August 7 agenda to consider the zoning proposal further.  

SPECIAL ITEMS

UNSAFE BUILDING DEMOLITION – 3327 AND 3329 TRYON ROAD – ORDER TO PROCEED

During the June 19, 2012 City Council meeting following a public hearing, Council adopted Ordinance 2012-77 authorizing the demolition of the unfit building at 3327 and 3329 Tryon Road.  The property owner is Ann Rice Williams.
During the July 3, 2012 Council meeting, Mr. Weeks asked that demolition be delayed to give the property owner who lives out of town an opportunity to provide additional information to Council.  It was directed that the item be placed on this agenda for further consideration.
Mr. Weeks indicated he had contacted the owner of this property pointing out the owner lives in Tennessee.  He stated he was informed that she would have some one who would be speaking on her behalf at the meeting; however, no one came forth to speak.  Mr. Crowder moved that the City move forward with the demolition order.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Gaylord absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  
COUNCIL TERMS – PROPOSAL TO CHANGE FROM 2 TO 4 YEAR NON-STAGGERED TERMS – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED – PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULED FOR AUGUST 7, 2012

During the July 3, 2012 Council meeting, by split vote, Council directed the City Attorney to draft a resolution of intent to consider changing City Council seats to four-year terms, with all Council members including the Mayor running for election at the same time.  It would be appropriate to further consider the issue.
Mr. Odom stated he brought this forward and would move adoption of the resolution of intent to consider the proposed ordinance change.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mayor McFarlane and Councilor Crowder (Gaylord absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 5-2 vote.  See Resolution 641.

Brief discussion took place on the appropriate time to have the public hearing with it being pointed out it has to be held within 45 days. The Council meeting schedule was discussed briefly after which the Council agreed to hold the hearing at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 7, 2012.  See Resolution 641.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

SMALL BUSINESS AND ENTREPRENEUR SUPPORT – FULL TIME POSITION AUTHORIZED

As part of the budget process, Council authorized $50,000 to support activities related to small business development.  Staff was asked to reach out to the Economic Development Partnership to provide a response to the City Council within 30 days as to how to best use these funds to advance small business support.
The Economic Development Partnership and staff developed two options:
· Option 1:  Contract with a person to manage these activities on behalf of the City

· Option 2:  Create a new position in the Office of Economic Development

The Economic Development Partnership met on June 21, 2012, to discuss the $50,000 appropriation for small business and entrepreneurial support.  The partners discussed the options and the advantages and disadvantages of each option.  Most partners were aware of the work of a similar position in Durham and agreed that having a position in Raleigh would be of tremendous benefit.  The partners also agreed that a city funded staff position would be the most stable way to achieve small business support.  Additional background information was included in the agenda packet.
Recommendation:  Authorize a permanent, full-time position dedicated to small business and entrepreneurial support.  Staff proposes to request the reclassification of an existing, vacant senior manager position to address the need for funding beyond the budget appropriation.
City Manager Allen explained the proposal.  He stated Council members had received additional information in their agenda packet.  He stated Option 2 - the creation of a new position in the office of economic development is proposed pointing out the Council approved $50,000 in the budget and there is an individual who has retired and it has freed up some additional money.  The backup information indicated staff proposes to address the issue of additional funds by a reclassification of a senior manager (Grade 42) in Planning and Development who retired on June 30, 2002.  Staff would propose to down grade the vacant position to a pay grade 37 Development Services Budget and Financial Manager and create a new Business Assistant Program Manager pay grade 37 to fulfill the small business and entrepreneur support.  The $50,000 adopted by the Council combined with the down grading as outlined would have minimum to no impact to the Planning and Development budget.  The information included in the agenda packet outlined the work that would be accomplished and reported that option 2 would help in adding long term stability to the position and assure the community continuity in knowing who to connect with related to business start up.  However, it was pointed out the City would have to communicate the different roles between the existing Business Assistance Program Manager in the City Manager’s office and the proposed new position in the Office of Economic Development.  The two year plan was talked about with it being pointed out this would be a full time position and would continue unless the Council made changes.
In response to questioning from Mr. Odom, the planning partners was talked about with Mr. Odom pointing out he would like to see this expanded.  Mr. Crowder stated he thought the partnership was already in place but the position will serve the entire City of Raleigh.  Mr. Crowder stated it may be that we would want to relook at the partnership makeup.  The motion made by Ms. Baldwin to approve option 2 including the additional funding and reclassifications as outlined was seconded by Mr. Stagner and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Gaylord who was absent and excused.  The Mayor rule the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 88 TF 189.

ENERGY EFFICIENCY CONSERVATION BLOCK GRANT – RALEIGH POLICE DEPARTMENT PROPANE AND ANTI-IDLING HYBRID PROGRAM – INFORMATION RECEIVED

On January 19, 2010, City Council voted to accept the Energy Efficiency Conservation Block Grant from the Department of Energy as part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (Ordinance 686 TF 129).  Twelve projects were funded by this grant.  A presentation will be made by the Office of Sustainability and the Police Department to provide an overview of two projects:  conversion of ten police vehicles from gasoline to propane and the installation of anti-idling devices to 29 police vehicles.

Recommendation: Receive as information.
City Manager Allen briefly explained the issues pointing out staff would like to provide a report on several new programs.  He introduced Lynn Graham, Program Manager of the Office of Sustainability.

Ms. Graham expressed appreciation to the City Council, City Manager and the Police Department for allowing this program.  She expressed appreciation to Police Chief Dolan for his forward thinking and the department’s willingness to partner with the Office of Sustainability to install this innovative technology that will benefit the department, citizens and save taxpayers dollars.  She explained of the twelve projects funded by this grant two involve the Police Department as explained by the Manager and stated they were at the meeting to provide a brief overview of these programs.  
Captain Doug Brugger, Northwest District, pointed out the original ten cars were funded through the Triangle Clean City’s Coalition/Blue Skies Grant through the City of Raleigh Office of Sustainability.  These cars were put in service in August 2011.  The cost per vehicle was $5,800 including components and installation.  The infrastructure cost was $15,100.  The tank and pumping unit were provided by the propane provider.  He stated an additional 10 cars were funded through the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant, and explained City of Raleigh Vehicular Fleet Services employees were trained and certified to install and repair the technology.  The City of Raleigh shop is one of the few in the nation certified to perform installation and repairs.  The last of the cars went into service in May 2012 making a total of 20 marked police cars in the fleet.  
Captain Brugger indicated converting to propane provides lower fuel cost and longer maintenance intervals, reduced emissions, provides an alternate fuel source and is very convenient.  The vehicles also run on gasoline, propane, or E85 and can be switched back and forth.  He stated a good example was during Hurricane Irene they were able to utilize the cars for three 12-hour shifts.  This was very helpful in case cars got stranded and could not get back to the station for refueling.  He stated between May 2011 and May 2012 these cars have been driven approximately 162,436 miles and utilized close to 30,000 gallons of propone which saved some 20,332 gallons of gasoline or a savings of some $22,270.  He pointed out all 20 cars are based at 6716 Six Forks Road where there is a fueling station so the cars can be fueled immediately.
Mr. Crowder expressed appreciation to all involved including Triangle J which worked so harm to get this grant.  He asked about the efficiency and safety.  Captain Brugger pointed out propone cost about 10% less than which provides for the savings, talked about the safety, efficiency. 
Sergeant Andrew Odette presented information on the idle reduction technology program pointing out this is a power management system that operates a police cruiser’s full electrical system including lights, camera, computer and radio without engaging the vehicles engine.  It is known as the energy extreme and it powers the electrical system for 4 plus continuous hours.  This saves fuel.  It recharges while the cruiser is being driven and eliminates emissions.  It helps reduce vehicle maintenance cost pointing out there is no maintenance to the energy extreme system, the battery system is dry, solid state and non hazardous, helps eliminate dead batters in vehicles, has a life expectancy of 5+ years, provides emergency back up power to the vehicle and is stored in the vehicle’s junk.  It is about half the size of a railroad tire.  

Sergeant Odette pointed out we have 29 vehicles funded through the Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant through the City of Raleigh Office of Sustainability.  The grant was for $141,080.  The cost per unit is $3,995 and the cost per data pack is $795.  It tracks the savings and provides accountability and assurance the technology is being used properly.
He stated during the first quarter the fuel savings in the 29 vehicles has been 961.69 gallons with ghost miles (wear and tear on the engine) savings of 33,659.6 miles.  The CO2 emissions have been reduced by 18656.99 lbs., estimated NOX emissions reduction is approximately 11.6 pounds and this will equate to estimated annual savings of some $63,199.  He explained the Police Department has 4 mechanics who are certified to install and reinstall the energy extreme systems pointing out once a vehicle is taken out of service for whatever reason the mechanics can take the system out of the vehicle and reinstall it into another vehicle.  He explained other locations which utilize this type system.
In response to questions from Mr. Odom, it was pointed out the batteries recharge themselves after 4 hours of use without the engine being activated.  

Mr. Crowder pointed out some people think sustainability and green is a bad thing but to him it sounds like common sense.  It is saving money.

CAPITAL AREA GREENWAY VOLUNTEER PROGRAM – INFORMATION RECEIVED

City Manager Allen introduced Captain Kim Swinson and retired Lt. Bruce Embry who have been working on the Capital Area Greenway Volunteer Program.  Captain Swinson pointed out the City of Raleigh police have a volunteer program and this is an additional program.  She expressed appreciation to Councilor Stagner and Alan Wiggs, Chairperson of the Bike and Pedestrian Committee, who have been very involved in getting this program underway.  

Lt. Bruce Embry indicated this is a program to promote greenway courtesy and safety, provide general information to greenway users, assist when help is needed and set a good example by obeying greenway rules and guidelines.  He pointed out the volunteers help provide information to users and talked about the requirement to become a greenway volunteer.  He stated they have to provide a minimum of 8 hours a month, have basic knowledge of the rules and regulations, have good communication skills, etc.  He explained each one has to attend a short training class, pass a back ground check, and provide their own equipment such as bicycles, etc.  The City does provide them with shirts but the volunteers provide their other equipment including a cell phone.  He provided Council members with information on the applicant process, the training, what is expected and what they are not expecting to do pointing out this provides an extra set of eyes and ears to help report problems or concerns about the greenway.  He talked about what the greenway volunteers can and cannot do.
Mr. Crowder expressed appreciation to all involved including Mr. Stagner and Mr. Wiggs for their leadership in this program.

Mr. Stephenson asked about how this relates to the See Click Fix with it being pointed out users of the greenway utilizes the See Click Fix program but the greenway volunteers help provide more immediate action.  

Mr. Stagner expressed appreciation for all involved and told how a person could get involved in the program.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD

PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD – ANNUAL WORK PROGRAM - APPROVED

The Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB) believes it important that the board’s annual work plan align with the long-term planning documents of the City, to include the Park Plan and the 2030 Comprehensive Plan.  In addition, PRGAB believes it is important that the diversity and skills of the advisory board members be best used and employed to carry out the work plan.  A presentation will be made; additional information was included with the agenda packet.
Recommendation:  Approve the proposed 2012-13 Work Plan.
Mark Turner, Chairperson of the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board, pointed out Council members received a copy of their 2012-2013 Work Plan in their agenda packet.  The work plan outlined budgets they will be involved in through providing liaison, review and comment including the Mordecai Historic Park Interpretative Center schematic design, MLK, Jr. Memorial Garden Project, Chavis Park Community Conversations Revised Master Plan, Lake Johnson Park Center and Dunn Road Community Parks Schematic Designs, Southeast Raleigh Tennis Center, Dix and CASL Soccer Field renovation, System Integration Plans for Barwell Road and Sierra Drive, Anderson Point Natural Protected Area Management Plan, Lake Johnson Nature Preserve, Annie L. Wilkerson MD Nature Preserve Park Management Plan and Phase II Schematic Design, Joslin Gardens Master Plan, Halifax Public Art, Greenway Usage for Special Events, annual projects in the FY14 Work Plan and various roll over items such as Waterfowl Management Plan, restricted dog areas, urban forestry policies and standard updates.  It also would include any items referred by the City Council.  He stated he would be glad to answer questions on any of the items.  Mr. Weeks moved approval of the work plan as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll all vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Gaylord absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
WATERFOWL MANAGEMENT – FOCUS ON LOW COST/HIGH PUBLIC ACCEPTANCE PRACTICES – APPROVE
The FY11-12 Work Plan of the PRGAB included a review of the challenges and potential development of a Waterfowl Management plan.  The PRGAB recommends the department should focus solely on low cost/high public acceptance management practices such as public education and landscape modification.  Successfully addressing urban waterfowl challenges, particularly with regard to Canada geese, requires integrated management techniques consistently applied at a large, landscape scale and involves both the public and private sectors.  Included in the agenda packet is additional information on various management techniques, potential cost to the City, and public perception issues.
Recommendation:  Approve the PRGAB recommendation that the Parks and Recreation Department focus on low cost/high public acceptance waterfowl management practices.
The agenda packet included information on the Canada geese problem and management practices and outlined the low cost/high public acceptance practices.  Mr. Crowder moved approval as recommended.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks.
Brief discussion took place with it being pointed out this is basically talking about public education programs.  Problems with people feeding the geese which causes more of a problem was talked about.  It was pointed out Canada geese are protected species so public education and study as to what can and cannot be done is what is recommended at this time.  Various Council members talked about the huge problem in various sections of the city such as the Quail Hollow area.  Mr. Odom pointed out it is a very big problem in that area and he feels we should move forward with addressing the problem.  Mayor McFarlane pointed out she feels the recommendation is good and she feels we should move in that direction and see if it works.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Odom who voted in the negative (Gaylord absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-1 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE RALEIGH TRANSIT AUTHORITY

SMOKING – CAPITAL AREA TRANSIT BOARDING LOCATIONS – APPROVED AND REFERRED TO CITY ATTORNEY

On January 12, 2012, the Raleigh Transit Authority (RTA) adopted a No Smoking policy for certain Capital Area Transit boarding locations.  The No Smoking Policy states the following:
Smoking will not be allowed within 25 feet from a boarding platform at a transit facility or on any Capital Area Transit bus.

According to the policy, a transit facility is defined as Moore Square Station and other bus stops on public or private property where two or more buses meet to allow the convenient transfer of passengers.  Areas impacted by this policy must be posted with “No Smoking” signage.

Recommendation:  Endorse the policy adopted by the RTA and authorize the City Attorney to develop an ordinance to codify the No Smoking policy.

Transit Administrator Eatman explained the recommendations.  He explained the problems associated with smoking at Moore Square Station and other platform transit facilities.  He pointed out there are over 1,300 bus stops throughout the system.  Here the recommendations relates to boarding platforms and explained the Transit Authority’s rationale.  He stated the Transit Authority is putting this in their policies and are requesting that the item be referred to the City Attorney to determine if it is enforceable and to develop ordinances to codify the policy.  Ms. Baldwin moved approval.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor McFarlane.  The location of platforms was talked about after which the motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Gaylord absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
REQUEST AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

FOOTBALL TEAM – SUGGESTION FOR RALEIGH – RECEIVED AND REFERRED TO THE CITY ATTORNEY

Harold Turner, USFL/Carolina Bison Football, was at the meeting to discuss bringing a professional football team to Raleigh and request the support of the City Council.  He indicated they have the expertise and vision to bring a professional football team to the area and talked about the benefits that will provide to the City of Raleigh and the surrounding area.  He talked about the work of the US Football League which was organized in 1983 but folded in 1987.  He talked about the tremendous opportunities to the City if it was brought to the area.  He talked about different people he had spoken to pointing out he has been in football promotion for a number of years, talked about his work with the Arena League and semi-pro football in various locations.  He stated he is just asking for the Council’s support in bringing professional football to the City of Raleigh.

Mayor McFarlane expressed appreciation to Mr. Turner for bringing the item forth.  Mr. Odom asked that the City Attorney look into this and provide Council with information as to whether it could be pursued.

UNFIT BUILDING – 1105 SOUTH PERSON STREET – SIX MONTH EXTENSION GRANTED

Connie Peterson was at the meeting to request additional time in order to complete repairs at 1105 South Person Street.  She stated she has made good progress and is asking for another 90 days.  She pointed out the Inspections Department says she is about 50% done pointing out she has completed the electrical, exterior, porch and roof stating it has been a very challenging project but she is making progress.

Inspector Ashley Glover indicated Ms. Peterson has been working diligently.  It is an extremely large renovation and he would support her having additional time.  He stated he would not object to a 4 to 6 month extension.  Ms. Baldwin moved approval of a 6-month extension in order to complete the repairs at 1105 South Person Street.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Gaylord absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
TAXI CONCERNS – WITHDRAWN

Iyman Massoud, AAA Taxi Company and representatives of T.A.R. had requested permission to express concerns relative to the City’s tax cab inspector.  The City Clerk reported they had withdrawn their request.
GARBAGE AND RECYCLING BILLS – 552 EAST JONES STREET – PARTIAL RELIEF GRANTED

Alfred and Bernice Perry were at the meeting to discuss garbage and recycling fees for 552 East Jones Street.  Ms. Perry pointed out she received a letter from the City indicating they were going to be back charged for garbage and recycling service at 552 East Jones Street.  She pointed out this property was constructed in 1971, talked about the service they received, pointed out this is a property that they let people live in and no one pays any rent.  The Perrys pay the total water bill, sewer, solid waste, etc.  She stated this has been going on for years and again stated they do not charge anyone to live there and pay all the utilities.  There is only one water meter.
City Manager Allen pointed out the City’s investigation revealed that there were 5 roll out carts for service.  He does not think that the Perrys deny that there are five units in the property, it has been served as one account but now that it has been determined there are five separate units and they receive 5 carts; therefore, the City is going to adjust the billing practice and would go back and collect 3 years loss revenue.  The City would then begin billing for 5 units.  

Lengthy dialogue followed with Council members asking questions as to whether all five carts are placed at the street for collection, why five carts were delivered if there is only one water and sewer connection, why the City goes back three years for collection when a problem is found.  The fact that the Perrys pay for all of the utilities, how multi-unit complex are handled, the rental history, the fact that the Perrys have numerous rental units but this is the only one they pay all of the utilities, etc. was discussed as was who requested the five carts.
Ms. Baldwin stated there seem to be a lot of confusion and she understands the back billing amounts to $1,483.20 and she would be willing to split that in half with the understanding the Perrys could work out a payment plan and with the understanding that the City would reduce the number of carts to two.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Odom.  It was pointed out by Ms. Baldwin that her motion would include the fact that future bills would reflect the number of carts the Perrys request to be at the location.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Odom who voted in the negative and Mr. Gaylord who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-1 vote.

Mr. & Mrs. Perry contented that they were being treated unfairly.  Mr. Perry talked about why he felt the City was doing a back billing because of his use of the City’s landfill.  Discussions that had taken place, the fact that they were outstanding citizens who always paid their bill and lack of understanding of the City admitting that it made a mistake but is making them pay anyway.

REZONING REQUEST – RUBY JONES TRACT – LATE FILING AUTHORIZED
Jarrod Edens requested to the Council to allow him to file a rezoning request on the Ruby Jones tract even though the deadline has passed.  City Manager Allen pointed out the Staff has reviewed the request and it is understood Mr. Edens’ or the applicant can meet all of the deadlines and if the Council wishes to allow the late filing he would suggest that the deadline be July 20.  Mr. Odom moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin.  Mr. Crowder questioned why they missed the deadline and whether the community meetings could be met with Mr. Edens briefly explaining the situation and the misunderstanding and getting different directions from staff.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which passed unanimously (Gaylord absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

UNFIT BUILDING – 109 TARBORO STREET – 60 DAY EXTENSION GRANTED

Northington Goodson was at the meeting to request additional time to make repairs at 109 Tarboro Street.  He stated he lives in Virginia and is going back and forth in getting the repairs done.  He told what had been done thus far.  Inspector Ashley Glover indicated Mr. Goodson has been working on the repairs and is about 50% completed.  He stated the electrical and plumbing permits have not been pulled.  The work that Mr. Goodson has completed was talked about after which Mr. Weeks pointed out he is working diligently and he would move that Mr. Goodson be granted a 60-day extension.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Gaylord absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote. 
CITY SERVICES – 5901 DEAN AVENUE – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

Lesle McClure pointed out she purchased property at 5901 Dean Avenue in 1997.  She explained the due diligence she did prior to purchasing the property and pointed out the property has a small pond that was to be used as drainage.  She pointed out a lot of development has occurred upstream which has changed the speed of the water going into the pond.  She stated she could drain the pond but it would fill up again.  She stated it is a complicated issue.  She pointed out she wanted to construct a house on the property and would request annexation into the City of Raleigh.  She stated this property backs up to a development that is within the City of Raleigh and she had talked with the homeowners association of the adjacent property and had an agreement that they would provide an easement to bring water and sewer to her property.  She stated she would like to discuss this with a committee as she does not want to spend a lot of money on engineering, drawings, plans, etc., if the City would not allow her to move forward.  
City Manager Allen pointed out Ms. McClure is requesting a variance in City policy.  He stated based on all of the information the City has, staff could not recommend a variance.  Mr. Odom stated he is familiar with this situation and it is a little unique and he would suggest that the Council look at it in committee.  Mayor McFarlane questioned if the property owner would assume the total cost for extending the water and sewer if the City allowed it with Ms. McClure pointing out she would.  The location and the uniqueness of the situation was discussed briefly and without further discussion, the matter was referred to Public Works Committee.
MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

ANNEXATION – BROOKHAVEN PLACE – HEARING – ORDINANCE AND RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the petitioned annexation of property known as Brookhaven Place.  If following the hearing, the Council wishes to proceed, it would be appropriate to adopt an ordinance annexing the property effective immediately and adoption of a resolution placing the property in City Council Electoral District E.  The Mayor opened the hearing.  
Tom Spaulding, 792 Trinity Road, pointed out he is the applicant and would be glad to answer questions.  It was pointed out this is a petitioned annexation according to City policy.  Mr. Crowder moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom.
Mayor McFarlane had questions about the shape of the property, how the property will be developed, whether water and sewer will be available with City Manager Allen pointing out this is a petitioned annexation which follows standard policy.  No one else asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Gaylord absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 80 and Resolution 642.

UNFIT DWELLING – 7 NORTH EAST STREET – HEARING – ORDINANCE ADOPTED GRANTING 60-DAY EXTENSION

This was a hearing to consider the adoption of an ordinance prohibiting occupancy of the unfit dwellings at 7 North East Street until repaired to comply with the requirements of the housing code and pursuant to provisions of Section 10-6130.  The property is in the name of Augusta Bernadette Turner and Hollyene Celeste Turner and is known as Tax ID #0022564.  The Mayor opened the hearing.  
John Turner explained the situation and the fact that the City came in and indicated the property was not fit for human habitation and gave him a list of about 80 things that is wrong with the property.  He stated he had completed about 60 of the items.  He stated this is rental property and the income is less than the mortgage and he wants to provide affordable housing.  He stated he has his permits for electrical and plumbing, talked about the amount of money he has spent on upgrading the property and stated he needs about two more months for completion.  He stated the property is owned by him and his three sisters.  He talked about his family’s history and service in the City of Raleigh pointing out he is trying to keep the property intact.  He stated if the City does not allow him to continue to rent the property, he would not have funds to pay for the fines.  

Inspector Ashley Glover indicated repairs are about 65% to 70% complete.  It is occupied at the time.  Mr. Glover stated there are no life safety issues and he is okay with the Council granting additional time.  Ms. Baldwin moved approval of the ordinance with a 60-day extension.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Gaylord absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 91.
UNFIT BUILDING – 3206 TRYON ROAD – HEARING – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the adoption of an ordinance authorizing the demolition of the unfit building at 3206 Tryon Road pursuant to Section 10-6130 of the Raleigh City Code.  The property is in the name of the George Tucker Heirs and Robert L. Terrell and is known as Tax ID #0071432.  The Mayor opened the hearing.  
Moe Burton indicated she is trying to fix and take care of the house.  She stated she had got some estimates and she is trying to get the work done a little at the time.
Elizabeth Terrell indicated she represents her brother who owns the house.  She is appearing before the Council to ask the Council to tear the house down.  She stated Ms. Burton’s mother is a first cousin and they have lived in the house over 15 years but never do anything.  Her brother has paid the taxes for the last 9 years.  The house went into foreclosure and every time something needs to be done they call her brother and her brother has to put out money.  She stated her brother wants to find a way to get the house torn down and the area cleaned.  

Ms. Burton pointed out her Uncle does come and does the work and pays for these to get done but nobody is helping her.

Inspector Glover indicated it is heir property.  This came to the City Council over a year ago.  The case was initiated in late 2010.  He stated there are some legal issues with this case.  He pointed out May 30, 2011 the Council granted a 60-day extension, minimum repairs have been made.  He stated he would recommend moving forward with the demolition.  He explained there are two houses on the same property.  He stated the repairs will cost over 50% of the value.  In response to questioning, it was pointed out if the demolition order is adopted now, it would take about 45 days before demolition could occur.  No one else asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Crowder moved adoption of the ordinance as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stagner and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Gaylord absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 92.

PUBLIC NUISANCE COST CONFIRMATION – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – 8324 BELLINGHAM CIRCLE – ADMINISTRATIVE FEE WAIVED; RESOLUTION CONFIRMING ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider the adoption of a resolution confirming the charges for the abatement of public nuisances as a lien against the property as listed below.  The Mayor opened the hearing.
	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX
ID NO.
	ABATEMENT
COST

	3017 Barnsley Lane
	William C Vick Jr
	0077982
	$365

	3916 Beaumont Court
	Triangle Landco LLC
	0106535
	$298

	8324 Bellingham Circle 
	Jasmine M Gandhi
	0152212
	$274


Mr. Stagner indicated the owner was out of the country and did not receive the notice.  She is asking for a waiver of the administrative fee and explained the situation.  Mr. Stagner moved approval of the waiver of the $175 fee relating to 8324 Bellingham Circle.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Gaylord absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 643.
	3616 Brentwood Road
	Christopher B & Elizabeth Ann Dale
	0048078
	$322

	4301 Candle Court
	Christopher E Carroll
	0189354
	$266

	1422 Carnage Drive
	GMAC Mtg
	0024156
	$274

	4005 Carolina Cherry Drive
	Four Seasons Construction Corporation
	0352119
	$269

	813 Colleton Road
	Bank of New York Mellon The /TR
	0035712
	$261

	619 Cumberland Street
	Dorothy Mitchell Gibbs
Mary M Overton Heirs
	0047741
	$261

	8345 Ebenezer Church Road
	RNA Development LLC
	0082765
	$370

	4205 Edwards Mill Road
	Naara Lopez
	0012660
	$370

	1657 Extine Lane
	Atreus Communities of Raleigh Inc
	0346356
	$274

	1661 Extine Lane
	Atreus Communities of Raleigh Inc
	0346357
	$274

	1665 Extine Lane
	Atreus Communities of Raleigh Inc
	0346358
	$274

	201 Gilbert Avenue
	Inez G Messer Matthews Heirs
	0028051
	$317

	728 Ileagnes Road
	Iris S Machigua
	0116600
	$274

	1106 N King Charles Road
	Marcia Richardson
	0048417
	$739

	3313 Lake Woodard Drive
	Alphonso Jordan
	0168584
	$274

	2705 Manthorpe Ter
	Atreus Communities of Raleigh Inc
	0346322
	$274

	1321 Palace Garden Way
	Houseman Custom Homes Inc
	0354080
	$257

	2211 River Basin Lane
	Khang D Vien
Trang T Nguyen
	0313970
	$259

	1804 Rocky Stream Lane
	CHE Renovations Inc
	0360460
	$257

	700 Sasser Street
	Wells Fargo Bank NA
	0023458
	$272

	5304 Sinesis Court
	ABMH LLC
	0338065
	$261

	3409 Skycrest Drive
	Takufu Sadikifu
	0009323
	$317

	630 West South Street
	Everlee York Heirs
	0080307
	$271

	3321 Starmount Drive
	FV-1 Inc
	0041632
	$776


Mayor McFarlane indicated 3616 Brentwood Road, 4301 Candle Court, 1657, 1661 and 1665 Extine Lane and 2705 Manthorpe Terrace should be withdrawn as the charges have been paid.

No one else asked to be heard.  Mr. Crowder moved adoption of a resolution confirming the remaining charges as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Gaylord absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 643.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

NO REPORT

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

NO REPORT

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

NO REPORT

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

NO REPORT

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF TECHNOLOGY AND COMMUNICATION COMMITTEE

NO REPORT

REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

GLORIOUS CHURCH – NOISE CONCERNS – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Ms. Baldwin pointed out there is an item pending in Law and Public Safety Committee relative to concerns about Glorious Church.  She and Mr. Weeks have been meeting with representatives of Glorious Church and the neighborhood and she feels considerable progress is being made.  It seems things are moving in the right direction.  The comments were received.

NEW HOPE CHURCH ROAD – CONCERNS – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Mr. Odom indicated he has been receiving complaints relative to a church on New Hope Church Road.  He will give the information to the City Manager pointing out some of the neighbors are voicing concerns.  He stated it seems more and more churches are conducting more activities.  Many are in residential neighborhoods.  He stated the Council may nee to visit the issue but at this point he is just asking administration to check this particular situation.
NEW BERN PLACE – INFORMATION REQUESTED

Mr. Odom questioned who owns and/or controls New Bern Place.  He pointed out there seems to be reserved parking for DOT and the Church and he was just wondering who controls the regulations.  There are other businesses who need parking in that area.  The item was referred to the City Manager. 

PARKING TICKETS – BLOODWORTH STREET AREA – REFERRED TO THE CITY MANAGER

Mr. Weeks indicated he had been receiving complaints from people who were receiving parking tickets on Bloodworth Street.  It stated that the ticketing seems to be occurring between 519 North Bloodworth and 809 N. Bloodworth.  He stated there seems to be permit parking in this location but it is the residents who are getting the tickets.  Administration was asked to look into the situation.

TREE LIMBS – RALEIGH BOULEVARD/ROCK QUARRY ROAD – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Mr. Weeks indicated he had been receiving complaints about tree limbs overhanging the sidewalk in the Raleigh Boulevard/Rock Quarry Road areas.  He stated people are having trouble walking on the sidewalks because of the overhanging limbs.  It was pointed out maintenance of the sidewalks and keeping the sidewalks clear is the adjacent property owner’s responsibility.  The item was referred to Administration to check the situation and ownership.

TRANSIT – POOLE ROAD AREA – INFORMATION REQUESTED
Mr. Weeks pointed out there seem to be some service issues relative to transit on Poole Road.  He stated there does not seem to be service in some areas; people are having to walk a half a mile or more to get to bus service.  He stated he keeps getting concerns expressed that the R-Line runs from this area and goes around downtown free of charge but people on Poole Road cannot get transportation to and from work.  Administration was asked to look at the issue.

BLOOMBURG CHALLENGE – INFORMATION RECEIVED

Mr. Stephenson stated he did not want to steal the Mayor’s thunder but presented Council members with a packet of material relating to the Mayors Challenge issued by Bloomberg Philanthropies.  He stated Mayor Michael Bloomburg of New York City has announced a challenge in which there is a $5M first place and 4 $1M second place prizes.  He stated it is a challenge to Mayors around the country to use the power of citizens for innovative and creative ideas that can be utilized in other areas.  He presented a packet of material about the project pointing out the RSVP had to be in by July 16 and the City of Raleigh sent in a RSVP.  He stated the information he provided talks about the obesity epidemic and related diseases.  He stated the concept is for community design which can help improve public health and help encourage our citizens to live a healthier lifestyle.  It is an opportunity for providing tools to help improve our quality of life and health and treat preventable diseases.  The information he presented talked about the challenge and development of a community health map which could combine the power of the City’s open source to come up with an easy to use tool to raise awareness about how healthier community designs can prevent disease, reduce medical cost and improve the lives of our citizens.  He stated we have the preliminary team which includes representatives from UNC, Duke, health professionals, urban planners, open source software application managers, our IT Department, graphic design students, etc.  
Mr. Odom expressed concern about utilizing the City staff without City Council approval with the Mayor pointing out we are not asking staff to do anything at this point.  Mr. Stephenson talked about developing a tool that we can use to get information from our citizens and use that information to help people improve their health and help the design community understand the relationship between proper community design and health, etc.  Mr. Crowder stated he sees this as a planning tool and he feels it could be a great thing.  Discussion took place as to exactly what is being proposed with the Mayor pointing out right now no staff time would be involved.  Mr. Odom stated he feels it may end up coming back with a huge program that will cost a lot of money and again he feels this is going beyond the City Council’s mission.

Mr. Stephenson pointed out we are simply submitting an idea.  We will put together a proposal of what we would do if we received the $5M or $1M grant.  Mr. Stephenson talked about the idea and again pointed out we are just suggesting that if we were awarded one of the prizes we would develop such a tool.  How this fits in into the city’s mission was talked about.  Mr. Stephenson talked about the preliminary project team, how it came about and the fact that the RSVP had to come from the Mayor’s office.  Whether the Mayor and Mr. Stephenson reached out to other citizens was talked about with Ms. Baldwin asking if others had been asked to provide suggestions.  
Mayor McFarlane indicated the City’s grant person Catherine Clark reached out to see if this is something the City wanted to do.  Ms. Baldwin pointed out there are methods to explore several ideas with Mr. Odom stating as he understands staff is already been working on this.  How it all came about, how staff responded and the fact that all that has been done to this point is to say “yes” we are in we would like to be considered.  We would then work on our proposal.  Ms. Baldwin again questioned why the Mayor’s office didn’t reach out to get other ideas to be vetted.  The fact that others could submit ideas was talked about.  It was pointed out the deadline to submit plans is September 14.  Lengthy discussion took place as to how this come about, who was contacted, why others were not contacted with Ms. Baldwin again pointing out we are trying to brand ourselves as an open source city but here we have an opportunity and haven’t used that methodology at all in getting ideas to consider.  Whether staff has been working on this and the conversations that took place and who was contacted was talked about.  
Jamie Brown pointed out Catherine Clark is always looking for grant opportunities for the City that is her job.  She saw this and submitted an RSVP that Raleigh was in, not knowing that the Mayor’s office had been contacted individually.  The Mayor’s office sent a RSVP at the same time.  City Manager Allen stated he saw this and he sent it out to a couple of department heads asking if there was anything that could be developed without a tremendous amount of staff time.  There was a short fuse in submitting the RSVP.  He stated in his opinion there wasn’t time to do any community vetting.  This is a competitive grant process and if it is awarded to Raleigh it would come to the City and the City would have accountability, there would be some staff implications, etc.  Again there was discussion about whether staff had already been involved, whether this is different from what staff normally does, who was contacted and if there are other opportunities.  
Mr. Stephenson stated if the City Council is interested in opening this up for other proposals he feels that would be fine.  Mayor McFarlane pointed out we can submit only one idea but if there are other ideas she would be glad to hear about them.  Who had submitted the application was talked about again.  It was pointed out at this point what has occurred is the RSVP has been submitted and we have until September 14 to submit a project. 
NUISANCE – CAROLINA AVENUE – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Mr. Crowder pointed out there is a lot of debris on Carolina Avenue south of Western Boulevard.  He asked that Housing and Environmental look at the problem.  The item was referred to Administration.

POLICE – COMMENDED

Ms. Baldwin indicated recently her daughter found a homeless person sleeping under her deck.  She contacted the police who responded immediately.  She stated her daughter was very impressed by the professionalism and compassion the police displayed in dealing with the homeless person.  She asked that the City Manager let the police officers involved know that their efforts was noticed and appreciated.

BEST COMPETITION – SPONSORSHIP APPROVED

Ms. Baldwin indicated she recently talked to the Council about public art that Beautify Emerging Spaces Together is organizing relative to the old Dillon buildings.  She stated they are having a fund raising event on July 27 and asked that the City provide a $1,000 sponsorship to the program.  She explained it will be a mural, public art work in this location.  Ms. Baldwin moved that the Council appropriate $1,000 from Council contingency to be a sponsor in the event.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Gaylord absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 88 TF 189.

TRANSIT – R-LINE STOP – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Mr. Baldwin talked about the R-Line route on Peace Street as it turns onto Wilmington Street.  It seems to be backing up traffic and vehicles are changing lanes and making dangerous moves to get around the bus.  She suggested that we look at the location to see if there is some other way to maneuver that turn.  Transit Administrator Eatman pointed out staff is working on the issue.

APPOINTMENTS

APPOINTMENTS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN
The City Clerk reported the following results of the ballot vote:

Appearance Commission – One Vacancy – Damien Graham – 3 (Stagner, Weeks, Baldwin); Matt Tomasulo – 3 (Crowder, Stephenson, McFarlane)

Environmental Advisory Board – Two Vacancies – Harry C. Johnson, IV – 3 (Stagner, Weeks, Baldwin); Patricia Moylan – 3 (Stagner, Weeks, Stephenson)

Housing Appeals Board – Four Vacancies – No nominees

Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board – Two Vacancies – Megan Hinkle – 3 (Stagner, Crowder, Stephenson); Robert Putze – 1 (Crowder); Steve Hepler – 6 (Stagner, Weeks, Odom, Baldwin, Stephenson, McFarlane)

Human Relations Commission – One Vacancy – Melissa Martin – 7 (All Council members except Gaylord who was absent and excused)

Substance Abuse Advisory Commission – One Vacancy – No nominees

The appointment of Steve Hepler to Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board and Melissa Martin to Human Relations Commission was reported.  The other items will be carried over until the next meeting.

NOMINATIONS

GREATER RALEIGH CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU – KEVIN HOWELL – APPOINTED

A letter of resignation has been received from Melanie Davis-Jones.  She was a City at-large appointee.  The Greater Raleigh Convention and Visitors Bureau Executive Committee would like to submit the name of Kevin Howell, Assistant to the Chancellor for External Affairs, North Carolina State University, for consideration.  Ms. Baldwin moved that the Council suspend its rules and appoint Mr. Howell by acclamation.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor McFarlane.  Mr. Weeks talked about the diversity or lack of diversity on the Bureau with it pointing out Mr. Howell is African American.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Gaylord absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

NO REPORT

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK

MINUTES – JULY 3, 2012 – APPROVED AS PRESENTED

Council members received in their agenda packet copies of the July 3, 2012 Council meeting.  Mr. Crowder moved approval as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Gaylord absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  

TAXES – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Council members received in their agenda packet a proposed resolution adjusting, rebating or refunding penalties and exemptions for property tax.  Adoption is recommended.  Mr. Crowder moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Gaylord absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 644.
SURPLUS PROPERTY – 3514 WADE AVENUE – SALE AUTHORIZED

The City Clerk reported on July 3, 2012 the City Council accepted an offer of $100 from Ridgewood Shopping Center, LLC and declared surplus a portion of 3514 Wade Avenue.  The offer was accepted subject to upset bid process with the understanding the winning bidder will pay all accrued advertising cost.  The property was advertised in the News and Observer and the City’s website on July 6, 2012.  No upset bids were received.  Administration recommends that the Council adopt a resolution authorizing the sale of the property to Ridgewood Shopping Center LLC for $100 plus advertising cost.  Mr. Odom moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Gaylord absent and excused).  See Resolution 645.
COUNCILMAN ODOM – EXCUSED FROM NIGHT MEETING
Mr. Odom stated he would not be at the evening meeting.  Without objection Mr. Odom was excused from the evening meeting.

COMMITTEE SCHEDULES – ANNOUNCED

It was reported the Public Works Committee will not be meeting on July 24, 2012, Comprehensive Planning Committee will meet on August 25, Law and Public Safety Committee will not be meeting July 24, 2012.  It was reported a decision would be made on Budget and Economic Development Committee and Technology and Communication Committee at a later date.

CLOSED SESSION

CLOSED SESSION – HELD

Mayor McFarlane stated a motion is in order to enter closed session pursuant to G.S.143-318.11(a)(5) for the purpose of instructing City staff on how to proceed in the acquisition of the following interest in real property:  potential park property located adjacent to Western Boulevard.  Mayor McFarlane moved approval of the motion as read.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Gaylord absent and excused).  The Council went into closed session at 3:30 p.m.

The Council reconvened in open session at 4:10 p.m.  Mayor McFarlane announced the Council met in closed session and gave direction to the City Manager regarding a real estate matter.  Mayor McFarlane announced the meeting adjourned at 4:10 p.m. to be reconvened in a joint meeting with the Planning Commission at 7:00 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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