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BUDGET WORK SESSION
The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in Budget Work Session on Monday, June, 18, 2012 at 4:00 p.m. in the City Council Chamber of the Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 West Hargett Street, Raleigh, NC, with the following present:




Mayor Nancy McFarlane, Presiding




Mayor Pro Tem Russ Stephenson



Councilor Mary-Ann Baldwin




Councilor Thomas G. Crowder




Councilor Bonner Gaylord




Councilor John Odom



Councilor Randall K. Stagner



Councilor Eugene Weeks

Mayor McFarlane called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. and the following items were discussed with action taken as shown.
BUDGET – 2012-2013 – PROPOSALS – ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTION ADOPTED
City Manager Allen pointed out staff had provided Council members with detailed budget notes responding to various questions to this point.  The following budget notes were discussed.

Budget Note #33 – Honeycutt Creek - Decision Not to Pave Portion

Mr. Stagner pointed out Budget Note #33 talks about the decision made by Greenway Staff not to pave the portion of Raven Ridge to Falls of Neuse greenway trail and that concerns him as he feels that would give a needed connection.  Mayor McFarlane questioned if staff could just provide a report back to City Council at a later date.  
Park Planner Vick Lebsock talked about the recommendation which included a cost estimate of around $425,000 for the completion.  He stated staff felt there would be better alternatives than the ones that had been suggested.  He talked about North Carolina Wildlife Commissions reluctance to have asphalt surfaces across this particular area and the fact that it would be a connection or an option to use on Durant Roads (on-road to Falls of Neuse Road) as a connection to the Neuse River trail.  He talked about Durant Road being under the control of NCDOT and the route that could be used and the pros and cons.  He talked about ongoing work to provide a direct but less costly route.  Mr. Stagner expressed concern about utilization of Durham Road and discussions that may have been held between North Carolina WildLife Commission staff and the city’s greenway staff and whether the right decision was made.  Mr. Lebsock pointed out it is likely that increased numbers of users of the Honeycutt Creek Trail in the future will result in public pressure to convert the trail but the unpaved trail as proposed does provide an interim connection for walkers between the Neuse River and the Mine Creek in the Honeycut Creek corridor.  He stated they will continue to work on a better method and will stay in touch and communicate with the Corp of Engineers.  He stated the first objective now is to get a walking trail in place.  
Mayor McFarlane expressed appreciation to everyone for their work on the budget and pointed out she has just returned from US Conference of Mayors and there are many Mayors through out the country who would love to see a proposed budget as we have in Raleigh.  

Mayor McFarlane moved that the City Council adopt this budget with the following changes:

Incorporate Budget Note 17 including the $1 solid waste service fee increase, but remove the deferred capital maintenance item relating to 310 West Martin Street and replacing the Greenway Bridge (#75) at Lake Johnson Park with the understanding the rest of the deferred capital maintenance items to be funded would be prioritized by city administration.  The motion would also include the transit technology study and position as outlined, return personnel tuition program back to $1,250.  Add additional $50,000 for the Summer Youth Program, add $50,000 for the small business economic development position, add $20,000 to bring the North Carolina Opera back to the funding status they were at 3 years ago; and $125,000 for Lineberry Park.  Mayor McFarlane stated her motion would include a pay raise for City Council members over the next five years, that would be $1,000 per year for the next five years.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin.
Mr. Gaylord talked about the proposal for a $5,000 pay raise over the next five years for City Council.  He stated he has mixed emotions as generally he feels Council members run for the office because they love the community and he does not want to devalue the role of the City Council and his general feeling is that people should run for the love of the City, not for the money.

Mr. Stephenson asked about Budget Note #30 and the transit study and position.  He talked about doing some additional scoping of the work to be done and may be in the Council summer workshop, the Council could have some further discussion about that.  He suggested waiting to fill that position until the Council has a better consensus as to the role of the position.  

Mr. Stagner asked about Sandy Forks Road and the possibility of some repaving until improvements can be made.  The possibility of holding the $50,000 for the small business economic development position was talked about.  Whether $50,000 will be enough to entice a person with the qualifications we need was talked about.  The possibility of holding that to see if it could be done in some other way rather than an actual position was talked about.  Ms. Baldwin asked to amend the motion to indicate approval of the changes in the budget as outlined with the understanding additional information on the small business economic development office would come back within 30 days.  The Amendment was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Odom who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-1 vote.  

Mayor McFarlane indicated there has been a lot of discussion about the commitment made to the different arts organizations such as the North Carolina Ballets, appropriation coming out of the per capita set aside for arts organization.  She talked about the City having contracts with these organizations and she would move that next year the North Carolina Ballets, $100 appropriation not come out of the per capita grant recommendation and that includes any organization that has a contract and doesn’t have to apply for a grant be included in that recommendation with the Council agreeing.

Budget Manager Munro presented Council members with a packet of ordinances and resolutions reflecting the action of Council pointing out the ordinances and resolutions are necessary in order to adopt the budget.  She stated there will be a revised ordinance relating to the City Council pay.  City Attorney McCormick pointed out the Council could adopt the ordinances and resolutions as a packet or could handle them individually.  Mr. Odom moved approval of the package as presented with the amendment to the City Council pay ordinance.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinances 62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68 and 69 and Resolutions 607, 608 and 609.

CITIZENS UNITED VFEC – PROPOSED RESOLUTION – TO BE PLACED ON JULY 3, AGENDA
Mr. Crowder indicated at the last meeting there was a group representing Citizens United.  He stated he asked the City Attorney to draft a resolution to support an amendment to the United States Constitution directed at regulating certain political speech by corporations and labor unions.  He presented Council members with a proposed resolution and asked that it be considered by the City Council in two weeks.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and put to a vote which passed unanimously. 

Adjournment.  There being no further business, Mayor McFarlane announced the meeting adjourned at 4:20 p.m.
Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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