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 COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 5, 2013 in the City Council Chamber of the Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.




Mayor Nancy McFarlane, - (absent)



Mayor Pro Tem Eugene Weeks



Councilor Mary-Ann Baldwin




Councilor Thomas G. Crowder – (absent)



Councilor Bonner Gaylord – (absent)



Councilor John Odom 



Councilor Randall K. Stagner




Councilor Russ Stephenson
Mayor Pro Tem Weeks called the meeting to order indicating Mayor McFarlane and Mr. Crowder had asked to be excused from the meeting today and he had not heard from Mr. Gaylord at this point.  The invocation was rendered by Reverend Regina Henderson, Wilson Temple United Methodist Church.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilor Baldwin.

The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS

CERTIFICATES OF APPOINTMENT – PRESENTATIONS MADE

Mayor Pro Tem Weeks explained the Certificate of Appointment presentation and presented the following Certificates:  Ray Magsanoc and Anthony Pecoraro – Raleigh Transit Authority and David Rose – Convention Center Commission.
PROCLAMATION – GIRL SCOUT WEEK – PROCLAIMED

Mayor Pro Tem Weeks read a proclamation issued by Mayor McFarlane proclaiming March 10 through March 16 as Girl Scout Week in the City of Raleigh.  The proclamation was accepted by Lisa Jones, CEO.  Ms. Baldwin pointed out Ms. Jones was the Executive Director with Carolina Ballet and has recently accepted the job as CEO for the Carolina Pines Girl Scouts.  Ms. Jones presented Council members with Girl Scout Cookies.

NORTH CAROLINA SPORTS HALL OF FAME – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Don Fish, North Carolina Sports Hall of Fame, was at the meeting to invite all to the Gala Reception scheduled May 1, 2013 at the North Carolina Museum of History.  He explained this is the 50th anniversary celebration and will include “Great Moments in North Carolina Sports History” Awards, NC State 1974 Basketball team and Coach Everett Case, introduction of the class of the 2013 inductees and announced some of the inductees.  He stated on May 2, 2013 there will be a Sports Festival and reception at the Raleigh Convention Center followed by a banquet that evening.  He stated he hopes that the Mayor will proclaim this as “Great Moments in North Carolina Sports History.  He presented a packet of information on the upcoming events.  
AGENCY GRANTEE PRESENTATION – THE HOPE CENTER OF PULLEN MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH – RECEIVED

Mack Paul, Board member of the Hope Center of the Pullen Memorial Baptist Church introduced those present and expressed appreciation to the City Council for the opportunity for the agency to appear before the Council.  He explained The Hope Center has been around some five years and works toward prevention and ending homelessness.  He talked about the number of people in Raleigh who are homeless including some 200 children.  He stated another area is foster children, talked about their work for job readiness and partnering with other groups to fill in the gaps and gave examples of their successes over the past year pointing out the number who had been able to find housing and full time employment.  He expressed appreciation to all involved.  
PARTNERSHIP TO END HOMELESSNESS – STATUS REPORT – RECEIVED

Debra King and Chuck Bridgers were present to give a status report on the work of the Raleigh/Wake Partnership to End and Prevent Homelessness.  Ms. King talked about the work of the group.  
Chuck Bridgers gave a detailed report on the mission, current year priorities and updates.  He talked about the mission to enhance community involvement, foster supportive policies and increased resources to end and prevent homelessness in Wake County.  He stated they are not a service delivery organization.  He touched on the Board of Directors and the current year priorities which align with homeless emergency assistance and rapid transitions to housing (HEARTH), refinement and growth of their centralized intake and the success of rapid rehousing initiatives across the community.  He talked about the emergency solutions grant total of $573,093 to the partnership and how they award that money for emergency services, and housing stability.  He talked about current City of Raleigh emergency solution funds and how they are utilized for emergency services, continuum of care grant, providing Council members with facts and figures and impacts.  He gave examples of their work and the partnership planning grant proposal for 2013 – 2014.  
Mr. Bridgers talked about the centralized intake program which is a collaboration of various organizations which make direct referrals to 11 partner agencies to shelter or rehousing programs.  He talked about the rapid rehousing which provides the temporary assistance for individuals or families experiencing homelessness and their need to obtain housing and retain it.  
Mr. Bridgers talked about the project homeless connect which was held on January 25, 2013, and the fact that they had some 55 service providers on site to service 267 participants and made 1,323 contacts, enrollments or services.  He explained this is a one-stop shopping event which included a variety of providers and gave examples of input they received following that program.
Mr. Bridgers gave an update on the annual point in time count which indicated there are 1,106 in shelters including 203 veterans, 137 chronically homeless and 327 self reporting a substance abuse problems; 97 without shelter; 1,013 total homelessness in the county as of January 24, 2013 and 115 in hotels or with family members.  He talked about the homeless engagement round table which has been discussing a 24-7 stabilization center, what will be done when Moore Square Park closes for renovation as it relates to the regular, unorganized provisions of meals, clothing, etc., by various faith based and grass root programs as well as Wake Area Mission Ministries.  

Various Council members expressed appreciation for of the work and progress being made.

CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Pro Tem Weeks presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion.  If a Councilor request discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  He stated the vote on the Consent Agenda would be a roll call vote.  Mayor Pro Tem Weeks stated he had received an email from Mr. Crowder asking that the schematic design for the Lake Johnson center be held until the evening meeting.  Mr. Odom had requested that the Johnson County Service Area Agreement be withdrawn.  Without objection those items were withdrawn from the Consent Agenda.  Ms. Baldwin moved approval of the Consent Agenda as amended.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor Pro Tem ruled the motion adopted on a 5-0 vote (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent).  The items on the Consent Agenda were as follows.

BONDS – COMBINED ENTERPRISE SYSTEM REVENUE BONDS/ISSUANCE OF PREVIOUSLY APPROVED REFUNDING BONDS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN
The City wishes to begin procedures at this time for the issuance of not to exceed $275,000,000 Combined Enterprise System Revenue Bonds to fund approximately $75,000,000 of capital projects included in the adopted Public Utilities Capital Improvement Plan and approximately $200,000,000 of refunding bonds to refund all or a portion of the City’s outstanding Series 2005 and Series 2006A Revenue Bonds.  Additionally, the City Council and the Local Government Commission have previously authorized the refunding and related swap termination of all or a portion of the Series 2008 Revenue Bonds which authorization is still in effect.  Market conditions subsequent to that authorization have been such that the refunding and swap termination have not been viable.  The City has determined that it may be advantageous at this time to again pursue the refunding of all or a portion of the outstanding Series 2008 Revenue Bonds and terminate all or a portion of the related swap agreement.
To proceed with such actions, it is necessary for Council to pass a resolution making certain findings and determinations; authorize the filing of an application with the Local Government Commission for the approval of not to exceed $275M to fund new money bonds and to refund all or a portion of the Series 2005 and Series 2006A Revenue Bonds; approve the issuance of Refunding Revenue Bonds with related swap termination to refund all or a portion of the Series 2008 Revenue Bonds previously authorized by the City Council and the Local Government Commission; and to pay certain costs associated with the issuance of the bonds; and request the Local Government Commission to sell bonds at a private sale in connection with the issuance of Revenue and Revenue Refunding Bonds by the City.

Suggested proceedings prepared by bond counsel for the above actions were included in the agenda packet
Recommendation:  Approve the resolution and authorize each of the related actions.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson – 5 ayes (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent).  See Resolution 729.
NATIONAL RECREATIONAL AND PARK ASSOCIATION LEGISLATIVE FORM – STAFF AUTHORIZED TO PARTICIPATE

The Parks and Recreation Department is a member of the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA).  The NRPA is a national, not-for-profit organization comprised of 30,000 recreation and park professionals and citizens dedicated to advancing park, recreation, and conservation efforts that enhance quality of life for all people.  Annually, the NRPA hosts a Legislative Forum to allow member agencies and individual professionals the opportunity to speak with Congressional leaders on issues impacting parks and recreation.  This year the Legislative Forum will focus on support of continued Land and Water Conservation funding, urban parks, transportation, health, wellness and physical activity, and children in nature.
Kathy Capps, Parks and Recreation employee, is Chair-Elect of the Southern Network of the NRPA, representing professionals across 10 Southeastern US states and Puerto Rico.  As such, she has been invited to participate in the Legislative Forum on March 19-21, 2013, in Washington, D.C.  When an employee actively lobbies Congressional leaders on behalf of the City and affiliated organizations, City Council authorization is required.
Recommendation:  Authorize staff to participate in the National Recreation and Park Association 2013 Legislative Forum.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson – 5 ayes (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent).

PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT – LAND FOR TOMORROW LOBBY DAY – STAFF AUTHORIZED TO PARTICIPATE

The Parks and Recreation Department is a member of the North Carolina Recreation and Park Association (NCRPA).  The NCRPA is a nonprofit education and advocacy organization, dedicated to the advancement of the park, recreation, and leisure profession in our state.  The NCRPA hosts an annual Lobby Day at the General Assembly.  Lobby Day is a collaborative effort by Land for Tomorrow; a partnership of citizens, businesses, interest groups, and local governments urging the General Assembly to fully fund North Carolina’s four conservation trust funds.  This is an opportunity for member agencies and individual professionals to speak with legislative leaders on issues impacting parks and recreation, and specifically to protect the integrity of the Parks & Recreation Trust Fund.  Kathy Capps, Parks and Recreation employee, has been invited to participate in the 2013 Land for Tomorrow Lobby Day. When an employee actively lobbies state legislative leaders on behalf of the City and affiliated organizations, City Council authorization is required.
Recommendation:  Authorize staff to participate in the 2013 Land for Tomorrow Lobby Day.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson – 5 ayes (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent). 

TRAFFIC – RAINWATER ROAD INTERSECTION TREATMENT – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

At the February 5, 2013 Council meeting, staff was directed to pursue the installation of multi-way stops and speed radar monitoring signs at intersections along Rainwater Road, between Spring Forest Road and Hunting Ridge Road.  Staff has reviewed potential locations and suggests four intersections where stop signs could be added.  A complete summary of the requisite traffic schedule changes is included in the agenda packet.  Staff is currently researching vendors and equipment options for the installation of speed radar monitoring signs.  As these signs are not regulatory, no additional Council actions are required regarding these signs.

Recommendation:  Approve the installation of multi-way stop controls at the intersections of Rainwater Road at Briarforest Place, at Bellechasse Drive, at North Ridge Drive, and at Weybridge Drive.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson – 5 ayes (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent).  See Ordinance 158.
ANNEXATION PETITION – PLUMBERS AND PIPEFITTERS PROPERTY – REFERRED TO CITY CLERK TO CHECK SUFFICIENCY AND SCHEDULE HEARING

The agenda presented the following petition for annexation.

	Area Name Contiguous
	Petitioner
	Acres
	Proposed Use

	Plumbers and Pipefitters Property
	Plumbers and Pipefitters Local Union
	.59
	Commercial


Recommendation:  Acknowledge the annexation petitions and request the City Clerk to check the sufficiency pursuant to State statutes and, except as noted below and if found sufficient, authorize advertisement for public hearing on April 16, 2013.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson – 5 ayes (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent).

PARADE – LENOIR AND SOUTH WILMINGTON STREET AREA – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY
The agenda presented the following request for a parade route.

Vicinity of Corner of Lenoir and S. Wilmington Street

Ms. Dianne Enright and Ms. Meg Lavoie, representing the Raleigh St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee, request permission to hold the annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade and Festival.

They are requesting special consideration for City CAT buses allowing two-way traffic along Wilmington Street from Davie Street to Hargett Street.
The processions will proceed north on Wilmington Street to Davie Street, west on Davie to Fayetteville Street, north on Fayetteville Street to Morgan Street, east on Morgan Street to Wilmington Street, north on Wilmington Street to Edenton Street, east on Edenton Street to Blount Street, south on Blount Street to Martin Street.
They are also requesting the 200 Block of East Martin, from South Blount Street to Person Street be closed from 9:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. to setup/tear down for the festival.  They are also asking that the streets along the route be designated no parking from 6:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. and that all parking spaces on the 200 Block of East Martin Street be encumbered from 6:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m.
They are also requesting permission to allow for the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City right-of-ways within the enclosure of the 200 Block of East Martin Street as well as within Moore Square and permission to allow amplified sound within the same enclosure.
Festivities on the 200 Block of East Martin Street will end by 6:00 p.m. and the roadway will be reopened by 7:00 p.m.
Festivities within Moore Square will end at 6:00 p.m.

Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson – 5 ayes (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent and excused.

ROAD RACE – ST. FRANCIS CATHOLIC CHURCH – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

Mr. Marc Kielty, representing St. Francis Church, requests permission to change the date of a previously approved race.  The race was approved for Saturday, April 27, 2013.  Mr. Kielty would like to change the date to Saturday, May 18, 2013, from 8:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson – 5 ayes (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent and excused.)
TEMPORARY STREET CLOSINGS – VARIOUS LOCATIONS AND DATES – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY
The agenda presented the following requests for temporary street closings.

00 Block of Hargett Street, between Fayetteville Street and Wilmington Street

Mr. Dylan Selinger, representing Crank Arm Rickshaw, requests permission for a street closure on Friday, March 8, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. until Saturday, March 9, 2013 at 1:00 a.m., for an outdoor charity event for the American Diabetes Association.

200 Block of East Franklin Street

Ms. Margo Metzger, representing Kidical Mass, requests permission for a street closure on Sunday, March 10, 2013 at 8:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. for bicycle safety event.

200 Block of South Blount

200 Block of South Blount Street

Mr. Pete Pagano, representing Tir Na Nog, requests permission for a street closure on Saturday, March 16, 2013 at 1:30 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. for a St. Patrick’s Day Celebration.

He is also requesting a waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on city property and permission to allow amplified sound during the event.

300 Block of West North Street

Mr. Gerry McDermott, representing the Hibernian Pub, requests permission for a street closure on Saturday, March 16, 2013 at 7:00 a.m. until Sunday, March 17, 2103 at 1:00 a.m., for a St. Patrick’s Day Celebration.

He is also requesting a waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on city property and permission to allow amplified sound during the event.

100 Block of Fayetteville Street

Mr. Zack Medford, representing Isaac Hunter’s Foundation, requests permission for a street closure on Saturday, March 23, 2013 at 11:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m., for a Chillyfest.

He is also requesting a waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on city property and permission to allow amplified sound during the event.

Moore Square Park and all Parking Spaces Surrounding Park

Ms. Amy Cox, representing Deep South Productions, requests permission for a street closure on Saturday, March 23, 2013 at 8:00 a.m. until Sunday, March 24, 2103 at 3:00 a.m. for a musical event.

She is also requesting a waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on city property and permission to allow amplified sound during the event.

300 Block of West Davie Street from Dawson to Harrington and Commerce Street from Martin to Davie

Ms. Amy Cox, representing Deep South Productions, requests permission for a street closure on Saturday, April 20, 2013 from 5:00 a.m. until 6:30 p.m. for a Blue Grass Festival.

She is also requesting a waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on city property and permission to allow amplified sound during the event.

Vicinity of Peace Street between Wilmington and Blount

Mr. Michael John, representing William Peace University, requests permission for a street closure on Saturday, May 11, 2013, from 10:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. for the University’s graduation ceremonies.

400 Block of Fayetteville Street from Davie Street to the south end of the City Plaza

Mr. Sean Flaherty, representing NC Plug-In Electric Vehicle TaskForce, requests permission for a street closure on Wednesday, March 13, 2013 at 2:30 p.m. until 5:00 p.m. to promote vehicle technologies.

Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions noted on the reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson – 5 ayes (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent).
EASEMENT – 3102 CRANDON LANE – EXCHANGED AUTHORIZED

Staff requests authorization to exchange an existing sanitary sewer easement for a new easement with Robert P. and Margaret Ann Walters at 3102 Crandon Lane.  The City is replacing the existing old and undersized sanitary sewer main along Marsh Creek in the Brentwood community with a new, larger sanitary sewer main, to run more or less parallel to the existing sewer main.

Recommendation:  Approve the proposed sanitary sewer easement exchange pursuant to GS 160A-274.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson – 5 ayes (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent).  See Resolution 730.
PICTOMETRY, INC. – LICENSE AGREEMENT – EXTENDED
In June 2009, the City entered into a multi-year license agreement with Pictometry International Corporation for the acquisition of high resolution oblique imagery and the use of image analysis software.  The imagery and tools provided have been extremely valuable to our public safety departments, emergency operations and response, and GIS support.  Therefore, the City would like to extend the license agreement for an additional five years.
The maximum annual cost of the extended license agreement is $146,013.  The first year cost will be offset by a Department of Justice Appropriation that provided imagery to the Wake, Durham, and Orange County 911 centers; therefore, the first year cost is $113,238.  Additional appropriations or grants may become available to fund future oblique imagery and would reduce the City cost by any amounts received.
Recommendation:  Approve an extension of the license agreement for five years.  The first year cost is $113,238 and the maximum cost for years two thru five is $146,013.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson – 5 ayes (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent).

SURDEX, INC. – AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY AND DATA UPDATE PROGRAM – CONTRACT APPROVED

In April 2009, the City entered into a multi-year contract with Surdex, Inc. to provide annual aerial photography and updates of the digital topographic and planimetric data.  This project has been extremely successful and provides data which is used by City staff, businesses, and citizens on an ongoing and daily basis, and is the foundation for the stormwater utility impervious surface calculations.  Therefore, the City would like to amend the contract to continue the annual updates for an additional five years.
The proposed contract extension calls for the annual aerial, topographic, planimetric, and LiDAR updates to be completed at an annual cost of $321,000.  This is a $36,000 increase over the current cost which accounts for increases in operating expenses, particularly the cost of fuel.
Recommendation:  Approve an amendment to the current contract with Surdex, Inc. and extend the annual aerial photography and data update program for five years at an annual cost of $321,000.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson – 5 ayes (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent).

SPATIAL FOCUS, INC. – CONTRACT AMENDMENT – APPROVED

In April 2008, the City entered into a multi-year contract with Spatial Focus, Inc. to provide quality control services for the aerial photography and digital topographic and planimetric data being received each year.  City staff does not have the necessary skills to conduct thorough quality control of these important datasets.  Therefore, the City would like to amend the contract to continue the annual quality control program for an additional six years, at a cost not to exceed $47,000 per year.

Recommendation:  Approve an amendment to the current contract with Spatial Focus, Inc. and extend the annual quality control services for six years at an annual cost not to exceed $47,000.  

Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson – 5 ayes (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent).

AUDIT SERVICES – CONTRACT WITH CHERRY BEKAERT AND HOLLAND, L.L.P. – APPROVED

A Request for Proposals (RFP) was issued by the Finance Department in order to procure bids from certified public accounting firms to perform services for the required annual external independent audit. Five proposals were received.  A selection committee comprised of finance and internal audit personnel evaluated all proposals based upon the following major evaluation criteria: experience and qualifications, audit approach, responsiveness, clarity, and fees.
After an extensive review which included reference checks, it is recommended that Cherry, Bekaert and Holland, L.L.P. be awarded the external audit service contract.  Cherry, Bekaert and Holland has been performing the City’s audit since 2002 and the most recent audit fee was $76,000.  The initial terms of the new contract will be a three-year term, with the option of two three-year renewal periods.

The proposed contract fee for the FY13 external audit is $71,500.  Estimated fees for the subsequent two years are proposed as $72,500 for FY14 and $73,500 for FY15.
Funding for the current year audit services is available in account 100-1650-707020-161.
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute a contract for external audit services with Cherry Bekaert and Holland L.L.P.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson – 5 ayes (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent).

E.M. JOHNSON WATER TREATMENT PLANT – FULL SCALE FLOCCULATION AND SEDIMENTATION BASIN PILOT PLANT – CONTRACT WITH HAZEN & SAWYER - APPROVED

On January 2, 2013, Council authorized administration to negotiate a contract for professional design services with Hazen & Sawyer.  The City has successfully negotiated a contract in the amount of $232,500 for preliminary engineering and design documents, permitting, and finished water pump upgrades for the Full Scale Flocculation and Sedimentation Basin Pilot Plant Project.  Funding is available in account 320-5210-793080-975-CIP01-80990000.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager, in accordance with City standard procedure, to enter into a contract for professional design services with Hazen & Sawyer for a contract amount of $232,500.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson – 5 ayes (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent).

GIS MAPPING SERVICES – CONTRACT WITH ARCADIS – APPROVED

Sixteen proposals were received to assist the City with GIS mapping of water line and sewer line projects for incorporation into citywide infrastructure mapping.  The purpose of the project is to incorporate a backlog of as-built plans and to supplement existing technical resources to develop a more complete and up-to-date GIS database.  The project also prepares for the CityWorks implementation and enhances maintenance capabilities.  The top three firms are listed in ranked order:

· Arcadis

· Dewberry

· Withers & Ravenel

Recommendation:  Authorize staff to negotiate a contract with Arcadis for the GIS Mapping services.  If negotiations are not successful with the top firm, authorize proceeding negotiations with each successive firm until an agreement can be accomplished.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson – 5 ayes (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent).
PUBLIC UTILITIES DEPARTMENT – MEDIA AND MARKETING CONSULTANT – STAFF AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE VARIOUS CONTRACTS
A key component to the success of the Public Utilities Department Strategic Plan is improved communications between customers and stakeholders with regard to water conservation initiatives, programs, capital projects, level of service expectations, water resource development and other important issues.  The department seeks to partner with a professional public relations and marketing firm to assist with communication efforts.
In January, advertising was placed and the City received nine statements of qualifications from public relations, marketing, and communications firms to provide public relations and communication consulting services.

On-call assignments may include the creation and implementation of small and large marketing campaigns through a mix of print, radio, and television advertisements, freestanding direct mail inserts, co-op advertising, targeted marketing efforts, and social media marketing.  Promotion of water conservation/water efficiency initiatives, the fats, oils, and grease program, focus group facilitation, internal and external customer satisfaction surveys, general marketing and advertising, cost analysis for various media outlets, development of written educational and informational programs, public service announcements, branding or re-branding, minority and low-income population marketing and advertising, promotion and communication of capital projects, special event marketing, crisis communications, and organizational change communications.
Given the broad scope of services, staff recommends the selection of multiple firms with task assignments tailored more towards their areas of expertise.  The three firms selected:

· BtB Marketing, Raleigh

· French | West | Vaughan, Raleigh

· Dr. Vincent Covello, New York, New York

Recommendation:  Authorize staff to negotiate contracts for on-call services with the each listed firm.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson – 5 ayes (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent).
PUBLIC UTILITIES ORGANIZATIONAL ANALYSIS AND DEVELOPMENT – AMENDMENT #2 RAFTELIS FINANCIAL CONSULTANTS, INC. – APPROVED
An on-call contract with Raftelis Financial Consultants, Inc was authorized January 4, 2011.  Staff has negotiated additional scope of work with Raftelis Financial Consulting, Inc., to include input and updates to the rate model and merger town pro formas, performing a feasibility study for the 2013 bond issuance, a cost of service study, and a benchmarking study.
Contract History:
Original Contract

$150,000

Amendment #1

100,000

Amendment #2

230,000
New Contract Amount

$480,000
Recommendation: Approve the contract amendment.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson – 5 ayes (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent).
HARRISON AVENUE GRADE SEPARATION – CAMPO FEASIBILITY STUDY – MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE CONTRACT
Each year the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) selects projects to be funded using Surface Transportation Direct Allocation (STP-DA) funds.  These funds are received from the Federal Government through the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT).  During the current planning process, a Feasibility Study was selected for Harrison Avenue in Cary.  This study will investigate the cost and impacts of a proposed grade separation of Harrison Avenue at the North Carolina Railroad Company (NCRR) corridor, including accommodations for proposed rail transit, pedestrians, and bicycles through the corridor and to station areas and platforms for the proposed rail transit and the proposed railroad expansion plans for freight, intercity passenger, and commuter rail.
This study is being funded by several funding partners:  the Town of Cary, NCDOT, CAMPO, the North Carolina Railroad, Norfolk-Southern Railway, Triangle Transit, and CSX Transportation.  The total cost of the study will be $350,000 and will be managed by the Town of Cary.  A consultant will be retained to conduct the study and coordinate alternatives with all of the study partners.  It is anticipated that extensive public outreach to landowners, freight carriers, transit providers, and other interested parties will be conducted.  A copy of the agreement was included with the agenda packet.
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the agreement.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson – 5 ayes (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent).
NCDOT MUNICIPAL AGREEMENT – TRAILWOOD DRIVE BRIDGE REPLACEMENT – APPROVED – BUDGET TRANSFER AUTHORIZED
The North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) is planning to replace the existing bridge at Trailwood Drive over Walnut Creek.  This project is scheduled to be let for construction in May 2013 at an estimated total cost of $1.7 million.  This project will replace the existing structure with a new bridge that will include additional width for a center turn lane, bicycles, and sidewalks on both sides of the bridge.  The sidewalk on the east side of the bridge will be wider to accommodate a proposed greenway connection along Walnut Creek.  All of these improvements are consistent with adopted City standards for Trailwood Drive.  NCDOT normally requires cost-sharing from municipalities where betterments or additional sidewalks are requested to be installed with their projects.  With the additional bicycle, pedestrian, and greenway improvements now included in this project, the City’s contribution is currently estimated at $288,840.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the municipal agreement and authorize the following budget transfer:

Transferred From:

525-2210-89210000-790010 
Trailwood/Lineberry Improvements
$76,000

531-2210-92790000-790010 
Tryon Rd. Widening Part D
$212,840

Transferred To:

531-2210-85510400-790010 
Trailwood Bridge Replacement
$288,840

Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson – 5 ayes (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent and excused).  See Ordinance 159 TF 202.
OAK FOREST DRIVE EXTENSION – PARTNERSHIP WITH THE VILLAGES AT TOWN CENTER – APPROVED – BUDGET AMENDED
The City has received a proposal for a public/private partnership from The Villages at Town Center for the construction of a portion of the Oak Forest Drive Extension, which is required as part of a group housing project (GH-7-11).  The proposed collector street is part of the Northeast Regional Center and will eventually connect between Capital Boulevard and Fox Road.  The proposed street abuts Spring Forest Road Park and will provide opportunities for on-street parking and pedestrian access to the park.  The proposed framework for the agreement places responsibility for design and construction administration on the developer.  The estimated cost to construct the project is $499,000.  The City would provide up to 50% of the actual construction costs at an amount not to exceed $249,500.  No construction assessments would apply as part of this project.  Funds for public/private partnerships have been previously appropriated.
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the agreement and authorize the following budget transfer:
Transferred From:

525-2210-87340000-790010
NE Regional Road
$141,914

525-2210-88390000-790010 
Economic Development (RDOT)
27,586

525-2210-88400000-790010
NERC Functional Plans
    80,000


$249,500

Transferred To:

525-2210-85510390-790010 
Oak Forest Drive Extension
$249,500

Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson – 5 ayes (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent).  See Ordinance 159 TF 202.
LYNN ROAD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL/WILLIAMS PARK – JOINT USE AGREEMENT – APPROVED
City staff along with Wake County Public School System staff has been negotiating renewal of the Lynn Road Elementary/Williams Park Joint Use Agreement.  The agreement identifies use and maintenance responsibilities for each party for the shared outdoor space.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the joint use agreement.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson – 5 ayes (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent).  
HALIFAX PARK AND COMMUNITY CENTER CONSTRUCTION PROJECT – SUBSTITUTION OF PLUMBING SUBCONTRACTOR – APPROVED
Bradley Construction Inc. was awarded the Halifax Park and Community Center construction contract with Eakins Plumbing Company, Inc. as the proposed plumbing subcontractor.  Eakins Plumbing Company, Inc. formally disclosed that they will not be able to proceed with the plumbing scope of work for the project.  Bradley Construction Inc. solicited multiple bids from plumbing subcontractors and proposes utilizing Earnhardt Plumbing (NC License # 04045 P-1) to replace Eakins Plumbing Company, Inc.
According to GS 143-128(d), “A contractor whose bid is accepted shall not substitute any person as subcontractor in the place of the subcontractor listed in the original bid, except (i) if the listed subcontractor's bid is later determined by the contractor to be non-responsible or non-responsive or the listed subcontractor refuses to enter into a contract for the complete performance of the bid work, or (ii) with the approval of the awarding authority for good cause shown by the contractor.”
Staff evaluated the subcontractor substitution request by Bradley Construction Inc. and considered the substitution for good cause shown by the contractor.
Recommendation:  Approve the substitution with Earnhardt Plumbing (NC License # 04045 P-1) being the plumbing subcontractor to Bradley Construction Inc. for the Halifax Park and Community Center construction project.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson – 5 ayes (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent).  

LEASE RENEWAL – 415 S. BLOUNT STREET/422 S. PERSON STREET – TWO-YEAR RENEWAL APPROVED
On March 18, 2008, City Council approved a five-year lease, with two-year renewal option, between the City and Sanders Greystone, LLC, at 415 S. Blount Street.  The initial five-year lease term expires May 15, 2013.  In approving the lease, Council did not give specific administrative approval for the City Manager to exercise the City’s renewal option by means of written notice, as is called for by the lease terms.

The Police Department desires to continue the lease for two additional years as provided for under terms of the renewal option.  The landlord is amendable to the renewal.  In consideration of the fact that overall lease terms are unchanged from terms approved in 2008, staff requests that the City Manager be granted administrative approval to exercise the renewal option by means of written notice to Sanders Greystone, LLC.
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to provide written notice to Sanders Greystone, LLC, exercising the two-year renewal option provision.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson – 5 ayes (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent).  
PERSONNEL – EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS CENTER – ADDITIONAL POSITION APPROVED

Addition of a Senior Systems Administrator (PG 37; JC 332) is requested.  This position will assist with maintenance and installation of critical public safety emergency communications systems.  No additional funding is required for the current operating budget.  The position costs will be classified as a 911 Fund eligible expense from proceeds received from the North Carolina 911 Board.  The request has been reviewed by the Human Resources Department.
Recommendation:  Authorize the additional position.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson – 5 ayes (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent).  

RECLASSIFICATIONS – PLANNING AND PARKS AND RECREATION – APPROVED

The agenda presented the following requests related to reclassifications:

Department of City Planning

Reclassification of a vacant Transportation Planner (Pos No. 1170, PG 37; JC 4530) to Transportation Planner (PG 35; JC 4530), in the Office of Transportation Planning, is requested.  The position description, duties, education, experience and certification requirements associated with the classification have been revised.  The change results in a savings of $2,826 in the current fiscal year and an annualized savings of $8,171.  The reclassification has been reviewed by the Human Resources department.

Parks and Recreation

Reclassification of a vacant Gardener (Pos. 3373, PG 27, Job Code 2108) to Senior Gardener (PG 28, Job Code 2109) is requested.  The goal is to properly align horticultural maintenance staffing resources to better meet the expanded landscape maintenance requirements of both Pullen Park and the Raleigh Rose Garden.  The FY13 budget impact of this request is estimated at $335 for the remainder of the year, with an annualized impact of $1,450.  Funding is available due to lapsed salaries.  The Human Resources Department has reviewed the reclassification.

Reclassification of a vacant Service Specialist (Pos. 3236, Job Code 4002; PG 23) to a new position classification, Natural Resource Technician (Job Code 2101; PG 27) is requested.  The new position classification will have responsibilities related to identification and delineation of flora and fauna communities in park lands and nature preserves; maintaining an inventory of natural communities; and coordinating and participating in management plans.  The FY 13 budget impact of this request is estimated to be $2,500.  Funding is available in the operating budget for the fiscal year.  The annualized budget impact is estimated at $6,000.  The reclassification has been reviewed by the Human Resources Department.
Recommendation:  Approve the reclassifications.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson – 5 ayes (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent).  
PERSONNEL – CAMPO TRANSPORTATION MODELING ENGINEER – POSITION APPROVED
With the passage of “Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century” (MAP-21), planning requirements for metropolitan planning organizations are increasing.  The new transportation law requires Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) to establish and maintain a system of performance metrics that help meet regional goals and objectives, and state targets, in a number of areas.  In response, the MPO has made the decision to increase its current staff resources to address these additional planning work program requirements.  Increasing the number of CAMPO Transportation Engineer/Modeling positions from one to two, by adding one new staff position, is being requested to ensure additional engineering and planning tasks and related activities necessary are carried out.
At its meeting on February 20, 2013, MPO’s Executive Policy Board (Transportation Advisory Committee, aka TAC) unanimously approved the addition of the second CAMPO Transportation Engineer/Modeling position.  CAMPO Transportation Engineer/Modeling (pay grade 38).  There will be no impact on the City budget in FY 13.  Funds are available in the CAMPO FY 13 budget.
Recommendation:  Approve the new position.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson – 5 ayes (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent).  
BUDGET AMENDMENT – POLICE DEPARTMENT – APPROVED
The agenda presented a budget amendment in the amount of $20,324 to appropriate Asset Forefeiture funds for the purchase of tactical vests, rifle plates, and tactical pouches for the Selective Enforcement Unit.  Funds originate from the asset forfeiture reserve.

The agenda outlined the code accounts involved.
Recommendation:  Approved the budget amendment as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson – 5 ayes (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent).  See Ordinance 159 TF 202.
CONDEMNATION – LEESVILLE ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT – APPROVED

Efforts have been unsuccessful to obtain needed easements in the Leesville Road improvement project as it relates to Randle L. and Susan P. Ward, 10601 and 10700 Leesville Road.

Recommendation:  Adoption of a resolution of condemnation.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson – 5 ayes (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent).  See Resolution 731.
PARKS AND RECREATION GREENWAY PROJECTS – VARIOUS CHANGE ORDERS – APPROVED – BUDGETS AMENDED
Three greenway projects, which are unit cost contracts, have incurred cost increases primarily due to unknown site and soil conditions.  The projects are:  House Creek Greenway; Neuse River Greenway-County Line to Auburn Knightdale Road; and the Neuse River Greenway-Skycrest to Horseshoe Farm Park.  Change orders are required to the existing contracts.  A mid-year budget review of estimated fund balance within the Parks Bond fund has identified $1,200,000 of funding that is eligible to be appropriated to address these project needs.

House Creek Greenway Construction Change Order 10/Blythe Construction - Quantity Adjustments
History:

Original Contract

$3,827,380

Net Change Previous Change Orders 1 – 9
117,679

Current Contract Amount

3,945,059

Quantity Adjustment Change Order 10
    228,146
New Contract Amount

$4,173,206

Neuse River Greenway-County Line to Auburn Knightdale Construction Change Order 15/D. H. Griffin - Quantity Adjustments
History:

Original Contract

$5,403,741

Net Change Previous Change Orders 1 – 14
436,510

Current Contract Amount

5,840,251

Quantity Adjustment Change Order 15
    325,572
New Contract Amount

$6,165,823

Neuse River Greenway-Skycrest to Horseshoe Farm Park Change Order 13/FSC11LLC dba Fred Smith Company - Quantity Adjustments
History:

Original Contract

$8,383,202

Net Change Previous Change Orders 1 – 12
351,952

Current Contract Amount

8,735,154

Quantity Adjustment Change Order 13
    415,490
New Contract Amount

$9,150,645

Recommendation:  Approve the three change orders and authorize the following budget amendment:

The following accounts should be increased:

Revenue Account:

636-0000-532990-000-CIP03-79990030 
Appropriation from Prior Year
$1,200,000

Expense Accounts:

636-6210-792020-975-CIP03-93210000
House Creek Greenway
$   290,000

636-6210-792020-975-CIP03-99220070
Lower Neuse Greenway – Auburn 
380,000


Knightdale to Johnston County Line

636-6210-792020-975-CIP03-99220120
Lower Neuse Greenway - Skycrest
     530,000


$1,200,000

Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson – 5 ayes (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent).  See Ordinance 159 TF 202.
TRANSFERS – VARIOUS – APPROVED

The agenda presented recommended transfers and Information Technology in the amount of $89,000 relating to the City Works – Project Reserve to provide funding for Police Department software modifications as required by the Records Management System (RMS), as mandated by the State Bureau of Investigation effective December 31, 2013.  The Information Technology Department was able to complete the Master Address Repository component of the City Works project well under the original budget, freeing $89,000 in excess funding to reallocate to these critical RMS modifications; and $550,000 in Community Development to reallocate Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds from surplus accounts to provide funding for the removal of a blighted complex close to existing City-owned property.  The proposed activities are eligible under CDBG guidelines and would enable the City to achieve redevelopment goals in the Garner Road Redevelopment Area and meet U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) expenditure requirements; $500,00 in Public Utilities to provide for the purchase of supplies and materials necessary for department operations, maintenance, repairs and construction work for the remainder of the fiscal year.

The agenda outlined the code accounts involved in all of the recommended transfers.

Recommendation:  Approve the transfers as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson – 5 ayes (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent and excused).  See Ordinance 159 TF 202.

RESURFACING PROGRAM – PW2013-2 – BID AWARDED TO BARNHILL CONTRACTING
Pursuant to advertisement as required by law bids were received and publicly opened on February 7, 2013 for the Resurfacing Program, PW2013-2, with Barnhill Contracting submitting the low bid of $4,253,244.  SDMWOB participation is 36.1%.
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute a contract with the low bidder, Barnhill Contracting, in the amount of $4,253,244 and authorize the following budget actions:
Transferred From:

515-2210-790010-975-CIP02-80020000
Resurfacing Reserve
$3,835,453

515-2210-790010-975-CIP02-80020000
ADA Ramps
307,067

515-2210-791020-975-CIP02-80020000
Right of Way Acquisition
      88,819


$4,231,339

Transferred To:

525-2210-792020-975-CIP02-83800000
Annual Resurfacing Contract
$4,231,339

Increase Revenue:

525-2210-516100-975-CIP02-85510120
Brookshire Subdivision - Developer
$21,905


Participation

Increase Expense:

525-2210-792020-975-CIP02-85510120
Brookshire Subdivision - Resurfacing
$21,905

Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson – 5 ayes (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent).  See Ordinance 159 TF 202.

WATER LINE 2011 REPLACEMENT PROJECT #3 – BID AWARDED TO CENTURION CONSTRUCTION COMPANY INC
Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, bids were received and publicly opened on February 12, 2013 for the 2011 Water Line Replacement Project.  Centurion Construction Company, Inc. submitted the low unit price and base bid for a total amount of $1,339,290.  SDMWOB participation is 15%.  Funding is appropriated in account 320 5210 792020 975 CIP01 84680000.

Recommendation: Authorize the City Manager to execute a contact with the low bidder, Centurion Construction Company, Inc., in the amount of $1,339,290.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson – 5 ayes (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent).  

PU2013-1 – CRAFTSMAN DRIVE/SORGHUM COURT – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

The agenda presented a request for a public hearing to consider the installation of approximately $900 linear feet of 8-inch water main in Craftsman Drive and Sorghum Court.  The property is inside and outside the city limits and would be assessed on a front frontage, per lot, and/or area served (acreage) basis.  The estimated cost is $80,000. 

Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution of intent to schedule a public hearing on Tuesday, April 2, 2013.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson – 5 ayes (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent).  See Resolution 732.
TRAFFIC – SPEED LIMIT REDUCTION ON BROOKS AVENUE – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

It is recommended that the speed limit be reduced from 35 mph to 25 mph on Brooks Avenue from Wade Avenue to Lake Boone Trail.  Brooks Avenue is classified as a collector street and is constructed to typical residential street standards.  This request meets the requirements of the adopted Neighborhood Traffic Management Program.  A signed petition has been received by staff representing at least 75% of the residents or property owners along each street in support of this speed reduction request.
Recommendation:  Approve as recommended and authorize the appropriate changes in the traffic code as included in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Stephenson – 5 ayes (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent).  See Ordinance 160.

END OF CONSENT AGENDA
PUBLIC UTILITIES – JOHNSON COUNTY SERVICE AREA AGREEMENT AMENDMENT #4 – APPROVED

Ms. Betty Glover of 3041 East Garner Road, Raleigh has requested water service from Johnston County.  The property is located in eastern Wake County within Garner’s Long Range Urban Service Area.  Johnston County owns and maintains a water main along the frontage of the property and has agreed to provide service.
The property is located within the Hialeah Community, whose community wells tested for high levels of suspected carcinogens in late 2010.  The City, with the consent of Garner and Wake County, executed an amendment to the service area agreement with Johnston County in February 2011 to allow Johnston County to extend a main to provide safe drinking water to the community.
This amendment to the Johnston County Service Area Agreement adds the Glover property at East Garner Road, Raleigh to the list of properties eligible for the provision of water service by Johnston County.
Recommendation:  Approve the amendment.

Mr. Odom stated he withdrew this from the Consent Agenda pointing out he feels Public Utilities is doing a great job.  He stated however he had been contacted by a Mrs. Whitley who lives in a donut hole and cannot get utility service.  While the City is not legally bound to provide service, there is a need and may be we could get the State to come in and help bail out this problem.  He stated he would talk to administration about this.  With those comments, Mr. Odom moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson on a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor Pro Tem ruled the motion adopted on an 5-0 vote (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent).
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED; CP-(A)13 AND Z-1-13 – HELD AT TABLE
Mayor Pro Tem Weeks presented the Planning Commission Consent Agenda indicating it would be handled in the same manner as the regular consent agenda.  He stated he had received a request from Mr. Crowder to hold CP-(A)13/amendment to the 2013 Comprehensive Plan and Z-1-13 Jones Franklin Road at the table for consideration at the next meeting.  Without objection it was agreed to follow that course of action.  

REZONING Z-3-13 – COMMON OAKS DRIVE – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

This is a request to rezone property from Thoroughfare Conditional Use District with Watershed Protection Overlay District (WPOD) to Office & Institution-1 Conditional Use District with Watershed Protection Overlay District (WPOD).
CR-11521 from the Planning Commission recommends approval based on the finding and reasons stated herein, that the request be approved in accordance with zoning and conditions dated February 27, 2013.  Mr. Odom moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and put to a roll call vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor Pro Tem ruled the motion adopted on a 5-0 vote (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent).  See Ordinance 161 ZC 685.
REZONING Z-40-12 – TW ALEXANDER DRIVE/ACC BOULEVARD – REFERRED TO COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

This is a request to rezone property to amend current Planned Development District.

CR-11518 from the Planning Commission recommends approval based on the finding and reasons stated herein, that the request be approved in accordance with zoning and conditions dated February 27, 2013.

Mr. Stephenson moved the item be referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee. 

Ms. Baldwin asked about the reason for the split vote with Deputy Planning Director Bowers indicating the two no votes were not satisfied relating to the conditions of the master plan amendment.  Mr. Stephenson talked about the traffic analysis, amount of square footage of retail and no provision for residential.  Deputy Planning Director Bowers talked about the traffic problem at TW Alexander/US 70 possibility of that being dealt with by grade separations at some point.  Coordination with land use map was touched on by Council.  In response to questioning from Mr. Stagner about jurisdictional questions, Mr. Bowers pointed out only a small piece of the property would be involved as we have annexation agreement with Durham that would cover the situation.  Without further discussion the item was referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee.
MP-3-12/Z-40-12 – T.W. ALEXANDER AMENDMENT – REFERRED TO COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

This is a request to approve an (amended) master plan associated with rezoning of 8.50 acres (tracts 122 and 123 of S-12-12) which is part of the existing T.W. Alexander Place master plan currently zoned Thoroughfare District, Residential-4 with Planned Development Overlay District.  Currently office and medium to high density residential uses are allowed on this site per the existing master plan.  The proposed amendment to the Master Plan would also allow up to 90,000 square feet of retail, and/or hotel uses on this site.
CR-11519 from the Planning Commission recommends approval based on the finding and reasons stated herein, that the request be approved in accordance with zoning and conditions dated September 27, 2012 and master plan dated September 27, 2012.
Mr. Stephenson indicated this relates to Z-40-12 which was just referred to Comprehensive Planning Committee and requested that this item also be referred to Committee.  Without objection the item was referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

NO REPORT

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD

WRAL SOCCER COMPLEX – SYNTHETIC MULTI-PURPOSE FIELDS – SCHEMATIC DESIGN APPROVED

Schematic design for field upgrades at WRAL Soccer Complex has been presented to the public and the Parks, Recreation, and Greenway Advisory Board (PGRAB).  The Board will present recommendations.  Staff and consultants will present the schematic design.
Recommendation:  Approve the schematic design for WRAL Soccer Complex.  Authorize staff to proceed with construction documents and bidding.

Mark Turner representing the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board indicated the Board had looked at this issue and recommends approval.  Mr. Odom moved approval as recommended.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor Pro Tem ruled the motion adopted on a 5-0 vote (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent).
ANNIE LOUISE WILKERSON, M.D. NATURE PRESERVE PARK – DRAFT SCHEMATIC DESIGN PHASE II – APPROVED
Schematic design for the second phase development of Annie Louise Wilkerson, M.D. Nature Preserve Park has been presented to the public and the PGRAB.  The Board will present a recommendation.  Staff and consultants will present the schematic design.
Recommendation:  Approve the schematic design.  Authorize staff to proceed with construction documents and bidding.
Mark Turner, representing the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board indicated they had looked at the issue and recommended approval of the schematic design for the second phase.  Ms. Baldwin moved approval of the recommendation as outlined.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks.  Mr. Odom questioned the time frame with Stephen Bentley indicating they would go to bid in the fall and it is about a 7-month construction period.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor Pro Tem ruled the motion adopted on a 5-0 vote (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent).

LAKE JOHNSON CENTER – SCHEMATIC DESIGN – SEE EVENING PORTION OF MINUTES
Schematic design for the Lake Johnson Center has been presented to the public and the PRGAB.  The Board will present a recommendation.  Staff and consultants will present the schematic design.
Recommendation:  Approve the schematic design for Lake Johnson Center.  Authorize staff to proceed with construction documents and bidding.
Mayor Pro Tem Weeks reported Mr. Crowder had asked that this item be held until the night meeting when he could be present.  Ms. Baldwin pointed out there was a lot of discussion when this first came up and questioned if there were any issues with this proposal.  Mr. Turner pointed out the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board was impressed with the process and the proposal.  He pointed out the neighbors spoke in support at the various meetings and he did not hear any negative reaction.  Mr. Stagner stated he was at the meeting and it was well received and he looked forward to the presentation at the night meeting.  

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE STORMWATER MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMISSION

LOW IMPACT DEVELOPMENT – PROPOSED RECOMMENDATIONS – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

The Commission has been reviewing the use of LID and possible applications, and developed recommendations to advance LID practices in the City.  The Commission would request Council concurrence with the Commission recommendations.

Recommendation:  Refer to administration for an assessment of resource needs to implement the recommendations.
Council members received the following report in their agenda packet.

By making low impact development (LID) prominent in the 2030 Comprehensive Plan, City Council voiced strong commitment to promoting LID practices.  Notably, Policy EP3.8 of the Comp Plan calls for the city to “promote the use of LID techniques to mitigate the impact of stormwater runoff”, and the plan defines LID as “a comprehensive land planning and engineering design approach with a goal of maintaining and enhancing the pre-development water characteristics and drainage of urban and developing watersheds.” Additional references to LID and stormwater in the Comprehensive Plan are attached.  Numerous aspects of Council’s vision expressed in the Comprehensive Plan are reflected in SMAC’S annual work program and in this report. 

In March 2012 City Council accepted SMAC’s approach for exploring opportunities for encouraging LID practices on private and public projects (report dated 2/7/2013).  Priority objectives of our approach are: removing barriers to LID practices, developing potential incentives, collaborating with stakeholders, and raising public awareness and understanding.  This letter is SMAC’s report of the status of our work for encouraging LID. 

SMAC believes there are significant opportunities for implementing LID practices under the City’s current regulatory framework.  There may also be opportunities to provide increased use of LID practices with only minor changes to some current city standards and/or code (such as allowing open shoulder roadway sections and sheet flow of runoff from pavement to vegetation).  The main barrier to LID practices appears to be lack of awareness and differences in understanding about what the City expects and allows. 

Recommendations for Immediate action 

SMAC’s recommendations for immediate action emphasize communication and raising awareness.  The City has resources in the Stormwater Utility Division and the Office of Sustainability to reach out to the private development community as well as internally on City development projects.  SMAC believes the following recommendations can be implemented immediately: 

1) Clearly convey the message that “Raleigh welcomes LID” as official City policy by promoting LID approaches for stormwater design and putting out the word to the development community that Raleigh welcomes LID In site development designs.  LID promotion should reach out to developers, land owners, and designers and should include at least the following facets: 

a) Include discussion of potential LID practices at City staff’s meetings with project developers and designers, such as site plan due diligence sessions.  This includes both City and private development projects.  SMAC understands that the Stormwater Development Section has been evaluating whether to require meetings for larger proposed developments to help raise awareness about a variety of issues, including LID stormwater design, [Stormwater Utility Division] 

b) Produce a procedural document for LID stormwater design in Raleigh that will guide developers and designers through options and the City’s requirements.  Brunswick County’s LID Guidance Manual and others produced by municipalities in North Carolina and elsewhere could serve as models for producing this document, (Stormwater Utility Division)

c) Conduct a workshop about LID stormwater design In Raleigh for developers and designers, focusing on pro’s and con’s of using LID practices In Raleigh, Input for producing the LID guidance document, and Input for City staff’s and SMAC’s consideration of revisions to policies and practices, This workshop could be scheduled to be part of an LID conference being organized by the North Carolina Coastal Federation to be held in Raleigh in late 2013 or early 2014, funded by a grant from the North Carolina Division of Water Quality (DWQ).  [Stormwater Utility Division] 

d) Actively promote the City’s Water Quality Cost Share Program and the city’s Storm water utility fee credit in addition to exploring other potential incentives and considering their potential effect on Stormwater utility revenue.  Promotion should make developers and designers aware that these opportunities can assist on new developments as well as on already-developed sites.  [Stormwater Utility Division) 

2) Recognize outstanding practices in LID stormwater design through the City’s annual environmental awards.  Confer with the Environmental Advisory Board about possibly adding an LID category to the annual awards, [SMAC) 

3) Draft proposed revisions to City code for changes that cannot he enabled or required administratively, Including requirements for reducing runoff from new and reconstructed parking lots and an LID ordinance for new development and redevelopment: 

a) For new and reconstructed parking lots larger than code-required minimum areas, evaluate possible revisions to City code for requiring the parking area beyond the minimum area to be pervious, or otherwise use LID stormwater practices for treating stormwater runoff from the area beyond the required minimum area.  [Stormwater Utility Division and Planning Department] 

b) Realize the potential of parking lot landscape areas for reducing stormwater runoff and increasing infiltration and treatment of stormwater by evaluating possible revisions to City code for making better use of lot landscape areas in LID stormwater designs.  [Stormwater Utility Division and Planning Department] 

c) Prepare a working draft LID storm water ordinance that will provide a mechanism for proposed developments to qualify as “LID developments”.  The draft ordinance should specify incentives or other benefits available to the developer for a qualifying proposed development, LID ordinances of several Wake County and North Carolina coastal counties and municipalities can serve as models.  [Stormwater Utility Division] 

Recommendations for continuing work 

SMAC and Stormwater Utility Division staff also will continue the following activities, and SMAC will make recommendations to City Council in 2013: 

1) Identify barriers and impediments to Implementing LID practices in City code, policies, handbooks, and practices by continuing reviews in progress by city staff.  [Stormwater Utility Division] 

2) Expand ongoing collaboration with stakeholders by continuing to meet informally with developers, designers, developer organizations, and citizens’ organizations to share ideas about encouraging LID practices.  Solicit interest in participating in a formal LID practices stakeholder group for providing input, feedback, reaction, and additional Ideas for informing SMAC’s and stiff’s recommendations to City Council, ISMAC and Stormwater Utility Division] 

3) Develop potential incentives for developers and property owners to use LID practices by continuing to confer with other local governments about Incentives already in use and preparing a working list and descriptions of candidate Incentives for evaluation and discussion with the LID practices stakeholder group.  Evaluation of incentives should include their potential effect on Stormwater Utility revenue, (Stormwater Utility Division]

Recommendations on report from stews Curb and Gutter Working Group to Council on 1/2/2013

At the January 2, 2013 meeting, Council received written and oral reports from a staff working group about EAB’s and SMAC’s August 2012 Joint report on curb and gutter standards.  The staff working group requested additional time to review policies and implications regarding two city polices that prohibit use of city funds on streets without curb and gutter.  Council referred the working group’s report to SMAC for comments and recommendations.  SMAC appreciates the working group’s evaluation of the joint report and their recommendations.  We will provide full recommendations to City Council after reviewing the working group’s forthcoming additional recommendations.  In the interim, we affirm the following recommendations Included in the Joint EAB/SMAC report:

· SMAC recommends revising the Streets, Sidewalks, and Driveways Access Handbook to allow new streets to be constructed with or without continuous curb and gutter, so long as drainage, flow of traffic, maintenance considerations, and public safety are properly addressed, without requiring an administrative exception via a “design criteria modification” (Handbook Section 3.3).  SMAC recommends that street cross-sections without curb and gutter (including open. shoulder sections) and sections with curb openings be made available for use in any appropriate context, without requiring approval of a design criteria modification.  This change would put street cross-sections without curb and gutter on par with continuous curb and gutter sections. 

· SMAC recommends revising two City policies that prohibit use of City funds on streets that do not have curb and gutter: 

· Allow City funds to pay for constructing new sidewalks along existing streets, with or without curb and gutter, when requested by petition of frontage property owners or directed by City Council. 

· Allow existing streets, with or without curb and gutter, to be eligible for the City’s annual paving program (see Petitioning for Street improvements, revised 7/26/2011). 

We believe Council will find SMAC’s recommendations In keeping with the vision, goals, and policies expressed In the City’s 2030 Comprehensive Plan and the Sustainable Raleigh Initiative.  Our recommendations also align with NC DWQ’s support for using LID practices as expressed in its November 2012 Commitment to Low impact Development: “LID works everywhere and can be applied to new development, redevelopment, or as retrofits to existing development, whether you’re building a road, developing or redeveloping commercial industrial, or residential property, or restoring a site’s natural hydrology!” Further, by demonstrating to NC DWQ and US EPA that the City’s stormwater management program is proactively encouraging and promoting LID, the City could improve its regulatory position; possibly enabling regulatory options adapted to Raleigh’s specific circumstances instead of mandated default regulations. 

SMAC feels strongly that bringing LID practices into routine use needs to be a committed, ongoing process.  Well-planned implementation will contribute substantially to improving our streams and lakes, as the City continues to make Raleigh a more sustainable city, to lead by example with contemporary best practices, and to encourage private developers and others to do the same. 

Kevin Boyer, chairperson of the Stormwater Management Advisory Commission, highlighted the report.  Various Council members expressed appreciation for the work of the Commission and the need to get staff’s response on the recommendations and ability to implement.  Mr. Weeks moved the recommendation to refer the item to Administration for an assessment of resources needed to implement the recommendations be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor Pro Tem ruled the motion adopted on a 5-0 vote (Crowder,McFarlane, Gaylord absent).  

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

NO REPORT

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

NO REPORT

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

NO REPORT

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

NO REPORT

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE TECHNOLOGY AND COMMUNICATION COMMITTEE

NO REPORT

REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

GREENWAY – FALLS OF NEUSE – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Mr. Odom asked that staff look at the greenway entrance to Falls of Neuse Road in the vicinity of High Holly and Woodbury.  He stated it seems the greenway just dumps people into the roadway.  Mr. Stephenson talked about the topography and the multi-use path in the area with both indicating they would like to talk with Administration about the issues and problems.  Without further discussion the item was referred to administration.
MAYOR PRO TEM WEEKS – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Weeks commended Mr. Odom for a job well done last week in the meeting with the Chamber of Commerce, Board of Education and Wake County Commissioners.  He expressed appreciation for Mr. Odom’s efforts.

Mayor Pro Tem Weeks pointed out all Council members should have received a USO button.  He talked about a recent event conducted by the National Guard relating to a black history program.  He talked about the excellent work of the USO and thanked them for all of the work and good things they do in the City of Raleigh and at RDU.  He pointed out representatives of the USO are the first ones soldiers see when they are coming back from over seas.  He expressed appreciation for their work.

Mayor Pro Tem Weeks commended RADA on the success of their new market tax credit conference recently held.  He stated they did an outstanding job, gave a lot of good information and expressed appreciation to them for their work.

Mayor Pro Tem Weeks commended the Mayor for the outstanding job she did in the State of the City Address.  
APPOINTMENTS

APPOINTMENTS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

The City Clerk reported the following results of the ballot vote.

Housing Appeal Board – One Vacancy – No Nominees – No nominees

Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board – One Vacancy – Jennifer Hoverstad – 5 (Stagner, Odom, Baldwin, Stephenson, Weeks)

Substance Abuse Advisory Commission – Two Vacancies – Karen A. Nicholas – 5 (Stagner, Odom, Baldwin, Stephenson, Weeks)

Raleigh Transit Authority – Chair – Ms. Baldwin had nominated Les Seitz.  Mr. Odom nominated Roger Kosak.

The appointment of Jennifer Hoverstad to Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board and Karen A. Nicholas to Substance Abuse Advisory Commission was announced with the understanding the others would be carried over to the next meeting.
NOMINATIONS

ARTS COMMISSION – VACANCY ANNOUNCED

The term of Ann Tharrington on the Arts Commission is expiring.  She is not eligible for reappointment due to length of service.  No nominations were made.

HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION – VACANCY ANNOUNCED

The City Clerk the term of Robyn Hicks is expiring.  She is eligible for reappointment and has a good attendance record; however, Ms. Hicks will be moving out of the City in April therefore would not be eligible for reappointment.  No action was taken.

PLANNING COMMISSION – NOMINATIONS MADE

The City Clerk reported the term of Waheedul Haq is expiring.  He is not eligible for reappointment due to length of service.  Mr. Stephenson nominated Rodney Swink.  The item will be carried over to the next meeting.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

NO REPORT

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK

MINUTES – VARIOUS – APPROVED

Council members received in their agenda packet minutes of the January 28, 2013 Council UDO work session and February 19, 2013 Council meeting.  Mr. Odom moved approval as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Weeks and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  Mayor Pro Tem Weeks announced the motion passed on a 5-0 vote.  (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent).
BRING OUR WAR DOLLARS HOME – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
During the February 19, 2013 Council meeting, the City Clerk asked for clarification/direction on the wording of the proposed resolution relative to “Bring Our War Dollars Home.”  The Council directed that the Clerk/Attorney draft a proposed resolution to follow the direction given in the January 15, 2013 Council meeting.  Council members received a proposed resolution in their agenda packet.  Mr. Odom moved approval of the resolution.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor Pro Tem ruled the motion adopted on a 5-0 vote (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent).  See Resolution 733.

SIDEWALK AR417 – BROOKS AVENUE – RESOLUTION SETTING PUBLIC HEARING ADOPTED

The following preliminary assessment roll will be presented.  Adoption, which would set a public hearing to consider confirmation of costs on Tuesday, April 2, 2013, is recommended.

Sidewalk AR417 – Brooks Avenue (PW2011-6)

Mr. Odom moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Weeks and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor Pro Tem ruled the motion adopted on a 5-0 vote (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent). See Resolution 734.
TAXES – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Council members will receive a resolution in their agenda packet adjusting, rebating, and refunding penalties, exemptions, and relieving interest for the late listing of property for ad valorem taxes.  Adoption is recommended.  Mr. Odom moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor Pro Tem ruled the motion adopted on a 5-0 vote (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent).  See Resolution 735.

Adjournment.  There being no further business, Mayor Pro Tem Weeks announced the meeting adjourned at 2:05 p.m. to be reconvened at 7:00 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk

jt/CC03-05-13

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular reconvened meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 5, 2013 in the City Council Chamber of the Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with all members present except Mr. Gaylord.  Mayor McFarlane called the meeting to order and the following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

LAKE JOHNSON CENTER – SCHEMATIC DESIGN – STAFF AUTHORIZED TO PROCEED
The following item appeared on the afternoon agenda.

Schematic design for the Lake Johnson Center has been presented to the public and the PRGAB.  The Board will present a recommendation.  Staff and consultants will present the schematic design.
Recommendation:  Approve the schematic design for Lake Johnson Center.  Authorize staff to proceed with construction documents and bidding.

Mayor McFarlane indicated she understood Mr. Crowder had asked that the item be held and discussed at this point.  
Planner Shauseen Baker indicated in 1992 the Lake Johnson Park Master Plan was approved including a multi-purpose center, water front center, trail system, etc.  She stated last year the City Council approved the final locations.  She explained staff has conducted three public input sessions to come up with this plan.  The first session solicited input from the public as to how they would like to use the facility, etc.  Three alternate concepts were approved and taken back to the public and a lot of comments were received, etc.  At the third meeting, the draft master plan was approved and it was submitted to the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Board which recommends approval.

Phil Szostak, Szostak Designs, talked about the master plan process pointing out this master plan was approved some 22 years ago and it validates how important this resource is to the citizens of the area.  He explained project goals and objectives which include creating a multi-purpose facility with both typographical and activity connection to Lake Johnson Park; offers passive recreation to promote health and fitness related to nature; provide environmental education programming with interpretive displays and exhibits and creating energy efficient building design.  He talked about the potential usages which range from civic gatherings to wellness and fitness programs.  He went over space needs which includes flex, storage, large and small meeting spaces, kitchen facilities, restrooms and related uses, lobby and office.  It went from some 4900 square feet to 5200 square feet and went over the location of the various type uses.  He presented conceptual drawings which included taking the roundabout out and filling that location with water gardens and explained usage of the area which ranged from aesthetic to learning, etc.  He talked about utilization of the classrooms, entrance lobby and bird nest or boardwalks.  He talked about the architectural aspects of the facility which would be low scale with metal roof and how the building would be built into the slope and the walk out in the back.  He went over the various entities.  He talked about balance between development and conservation, creating a learning environment, boundaries, parking spaces, trails, connectivity, circulation, etc.
Planner Baker stated about the next steps which include City Council approval of the conceptual plan, construction document completion in August of 2013 with bidding and contract award in December, 2013 and completion date of October, 2014.  

Brief discussion took place on how the status of Pauls Road being incorporated with Ms. Baker pointing out they are trying to hash out all of the details.  Mr. Crowder pointed out he feels the design team did a fabulous job, he likes the way it fits into the whole scheme, he likes the bird’s nest or tree house design walkway, talked about utilization of materials and called on everyone to look at how Magnolia Cottage and how other facilities fit in.  Mr. Crowder moved approval as presented.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote (Gaylord absent).
REQUEST OF PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT – REQUEST FOR LATE FILING – NO ACTION TAKEN

Isabel Worthy Mattox, representing Rebecca Cox, who owns 8 parcels of land on Nowell Road was at the meeting along with Ms. Cox and her realtor Whit Kenney.  She stated Ms. Cox had sent a letter to each of the Council members explaining her request to be able to submit a comprehensive plan amendment for the April hearing.  

Whit Kenny pointed out he is a third generation realtor in the City of Raleigh and explained he was asked to help with the disposition of this property.  He explained Mr. and Mrs. Cox acquired the 7.5 acres of industrial property in West Raleigh.  They had planned to use it for their retirement.  He stated he was able to find a buyer for this site.  The new buyer plans a use that will bring 50 to 60 new jobs to the area pointing out he thought everything was in order and a contract was signed; however in the last few days the prospective buyer met with City officials and was informed of complications with the property.  They have now learned that the city’s comprehensive plan shows the connecter road cutting through Ms. Cox’s land and it is designated as high density residential even though it is and always has been zoned Industrial-1.  It was pointed out the high density residential relates to a proposed transit station all of which would be at least 15 years away.  
Attorney Mattox pointed out they lost the buyer but feel that they may be able to save the deal if they could get this comprehensive plan issue resolved.  She talked about the plans for a produce distribution center, the number of jobs it would bring and pointed out she felt it would be a win/win.  
Deputy Planning Director Bowers indicated the petition did not provide specific details of the request but he understands the petitioner would like to relocate the future road way.  Mr. Bowers explained the comprehensive plan calls for a collector street running some what parallel to NC54.  He talked about the small area plan and pointed out it is a paper street at this point but a decision or location could be forced if someone files a site plan.  He stated he understands they are planning to request an amendment to the comprehensive plan to help renegotiate the alignment.  He stated a site plan has not been submitted.  He pointed out to move the alignment on this particular property would also impact the alignment on the adjacent properties.  He talked about the grade crossing study that would impact this area.  He stated if the Comprehensive Plan were amended to take the collector street off the map that it limits the possibilities and alternatives that may be available or needed when the study is complete.  He stated it is staff’s recommendation not to go to public hearing to consider taking it off the Comprehensive Plan but let staff work with the property owner to see if they could accommodate the sale of the property by moving the street alignment one way or the other.  He stated to simply take it off the comprehensive plan would limit the ability to provide connectivity in the future.
Attorney Mattox talked about the possibility of rerouting the street to go along the edge of the property, talked about the uncertainty of the exact location and explained her client or the prospective buyer is not willing to spend all the money to prepare a site plan if the City is not willing to realign the street.  

Discussion followed on the fact that it is just a paper street, the property owner would have to spend a lot of money to determine if the City is willing to realign the street with various Council members providing opinions.  Mr. Odom stated he feels we are holding this property hostage and this would simply be allowing a public hearing to further consider the request.  Mr. Crowder talked about the City partnering with CAMPO for the interconnectivity study and talked about meetings that are taking place.  Mr. Crowder stated until we get the studies back, it is hard to amend the plan without limiting everybody’s ability to move forward.  He stated no one wants to stymie development but he feels we need to get through the study first.  He asked about the possibility of going ahead and rezoning the property.  

Mr. Odom moved approval of the request.  There was no second.  Mr. Bowers indicated staff would be happy to continue to work with the property owner.  In response to questioning from Ms. Baldwin, Mr. Bowers pointed out the study will start in the next few months and it would probably take 8 to 12 months for completion.  How long it would take following the completion to implement any recommendations of the study was talked about.  The fact that they could request rezoning or develop a site plan and the fact that any change on this property could impact adjacent property who may or may not agree with the change was discussed.  No action was taken.
WATER BILL – EDWARDO VIEGAS – WITHDRAWN

Mr. Viegas had requested permission to discuss concerns relative to conduct of the water department and requested a credit on his account.  City Manager Allen stated the issue has been resolved; therefore, the item was removed from the agenda.
MAYORS AGAINST ILLEGAL GUNS – MAYOR MCFARLANE’S PARTICIPATION – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Rocco Piserchia indicated he understands Mayor McFarlane is a member of Mayors Against Illegal Guns.  He understands she and that group are following the lead of the president and congress and he finds this position objectionable.  He talked about his feeling that registration of guns is followed up by confiscation of guns.  He talked about action that was taken in Kennesaw, Georgia and compared that to what is occurring in Chicago, Illinois.  He stated the Georgia town enacted an ordinance that every head of household was required to have a fire arm.  Since that has been imposed there is no crime involving guns in that town.  He compared that to the number of crimes involving fire arms in Chicago.  He stated criminals do not obey laws.  He expressed concern that Mayors Against Illegal Guns want to see the people of Raleigh disarmed and he does not feel that is fair.  The comments were received.  

TRAFFIC – CROSSWALK AT CORNER OF WAKEFIELD PINES DRIVE AND OLD FALLS OF NEUSE ROAD – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
Tammy Warriner indicated she recently moved to her home on “Old” Falls of Neuse which backs up to Falls Lake and the new Forest Ridge Park.  She stated that is on the forgotten or older section of Falls of Neuse Road.  Since traffic has been diverted over to the new bridge on New Falls of Neuse, people on her street have actually been able to walk down Old Falls of Neuse and watch the construction as they rebuild the old bridge.  The lake is in their backyard and her children are able to walk to Wakefield School and that is great.  She stated they were so fortunate that the City had put infrastructure in place for pedestrian safety so that her children and others can walk safety to and from school each day; however, there is a small problem.  She stated in the morning her 9 year old and others crosses into traffic and can be clearly seen by all drivers; unfortunately in the afternoon because the intersection dead ends into Falls of Neuse, cars are mislead by the green light as having the right-of-way to turn right.  The cross walk activates at the same time and pedestrians are literally standing in each car’s blind spot as the pedestrian starts into the crosswalk.  She stated her request is that the crosswalk at the intersection of Wakefield Pines Drive and Old Falls of Neuse be reprogrammed to “exclusive pedestrian right-of-way” so that pedestrians can safety cross the street.  She stated she had gone through the proper channels seeking the right person who can issue the order to make this happen and everyone had been very courteous and efficient; however she was told that her request is something that only the Council can grant.  She stated she sees that the Council has the authority to close entire city blocks for hours at the time and she is asking to stop traffic for 15 seconds a day in order to ensure her children and others safety as they cross the street.  She does not feel it would effect traffic flow in anyway and could save lives.  She stated if she were to ask for a “No turn on Red” cars would back up and that could get messy.  She is just asking for this small change of 15 seconds per day.  
City Manager Allen pointed out this is a State DOT road and they would have to approve this request.  Ms. Warriner stated she started out with State DOT and they referred her to the City.  After brief discussion, Ms. Baldwin moved that the item be referred to Public Works Committee and ask that a representative from State DOT to come and discuss the matter with the City.  The item was so referred.
CITY POLICIES – GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Ashaki Binta representing the United Electrical workers presented the following prepared statement.

In September 2011, 10 year veteran sanitation worker Shirley Venable, a worker with an excellent work record, was terminated by the City of Raleigh after being accused of making a threat in violation of the Raleigh Workplace Violence policy.  No such threat took place and the city has never offered any irrefutable proof that such a threat was made.  Only statements from different workers all saying something different about what they thought they heard, while Mrs. Venable was out on her truck, doing her job. 

As the City is well aware, Mrs. Venable suffered a brutal domestic violence attack near the end of July 2011.  When she returned to work, she was harassed by her supervisor who teased her about the attack she suffered at the hands of her husband and accused her of not doing her job at work.  After an argument, some workers said they heard Mrs. Venable make a threat while other workers said they heard no such threat.  For some reason, management picked and chose who to believe. 

This matter was taken through all the steps of the grievance procedure to the final stage as a hearing before the Civil Service Commission.  It took one year before the Commission would convene Mrs. Venable’s Case and only after we pushed for the hearing, pointing out that the Commission was in violation of its own policies by not scheduling the hearing in a timely fashion. 

Finally, once convened, the different sides of the case were aired before the Commission.  At the conclusion of the hearing, three of the five commissioners who heard the evidence, stated that the City did not correctly apply it’s (sic) own policies (archaic jargon under the Civil Service Commission rules, meaning that the action taken by the City was wrong).  However, due to more of the archaic rules of the Commission, four votes in a seven person panel would be needed to overturn a decision of the City - implying a basic majority is needed.  In Mrs. Venable’s Case only 5 of the 7 person panel heard the case and the majority voted against the decision of the city.  Yet Mrs. Venable has not been returned to her job.  It must also be pointed out that the vote broke down along gender lines, with the 3 women commissioners voting against the decision of the City and the two male commissioners voting to uphold the termination. 

It is clear to us that in this instance, the City manager, who spoke with Mrs. Venable after her domestic violence attack and in the wake of the uncompassionate mishandling of Mrs. Venable’s situation by Sanitation Department managers, he should have intervened in this debacle and asked Mrs. Venable to seek EAP (Employee Assistance Counseling) and protected her from any further job related pressures until EAP had deemed her able to return to work and handle the normal pressures of the job.  Clearly all of the circumstances leading into the situation, such as post traumatic responses and the possibility of insensitivity and sexist reactions by co-workers and supervisors should have been taken into consideration by the City but was not. 

We are asking the City of Raleigh to “Reinstate Mrs. Venable” to a City of Raleigh job, making her whole, without any loss of time, wages, or benefits. 

Secondly, we have examined the last three years of the decisions of the Civil Service Commission related to worker’s issues and have found that there was not even one favorable finding for a worker who appealed to the Commission in those three years.  Not one, with the exception of Mrs. Venable's Case, which was still denied by some unfair technicality.  And we’ve heard through our colleagues in the police and fire departments that this dismal record of the Commission is historic and apparently extends back over many years.  What is the purpose of the Civil Service Commission if it’s if it is only to be a rubber stamp of management decisions regardless of the facts, interests, needs, or rights of the workforce? 

We are asking for a Committee of the City Council to be established and joined by workers from various departments (chosen by the workers themselves) where there may be interest to review the rules, regulations, and functioning of the City Grievance Procedure and final stage Civil Service Commission Hearing to make recommendations for changes in those rules to be adopted by this body. 

Thank you.  We would like to hear from the City of Raleigh on both these matters as soon possible and without undue delay. 

Approximately 10 persons stood in support of her remarks.  

CITY POLICIES AND WORKING CONDITIONS – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Zaina Alsons, Students Action Union, stated she was born and raised in Raleigh and she is representing students throughout the triangle who have been made aware of the Shirley Venuable case.  She talked about brutal domestic violence and harassment that Ms. Venuable had to go through stating when the students hear things like that it concerns all of them.  She is at the meeting to speak out about this injustice and asked that Ms. Venuable be reinstated.  
CITY POLICIES AND WORKING CONDITIONS – COMMENTS RECEIVED; EMPLOYEE GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE – REFERRED TO LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
Nathanette Mayo, Black Workers for Justice, presented the following prepared statement:

In this month of March as we celebrate the history & accomplishments of working women in our communities, state, nation and around the world we also take the time to focus on the challenges and struggles we women face each and every day.  We examine the impact of those challenges on our families, communities and work environment and develop a plan of how we confront and try to overcome them the other 11 months of the year.  That’s why we are here to support Sis. Shirley Venable.  A sister who worked a non-traditional job in the traditionally male dominated Raleigh Sanitation Department.  Here is a strong sister who: 

· Had the courage to face domestic violence at home, 

· came to work bearing those scars, 

· was publicly ridiculed by her supervisor and some insensitive co-workers because of the violence she endured, 

· was terminated when she spoke out about the ridicule, 

· went through the city’s grievance procedure which included the Civil Service Commission to fight to get her job back 

· obtained a favorable ruling from the majority on the Civil Service Commission and 

· had it ignored by the city and still has not been reinstated 

We are here to say enough is enough!  Sister Shirley should be reinstated 
immediately even if it is not in that particular job or department but, certainly in something comparable.  She should also be compensated for any lost pay and benefits from the time when she was unjustly fired.  Secondly, the city’s grievance procedure needs to be reviewed and changed.  Within the next 30 days the city council should appoint a committee which also includes workers from each department who are elected by their co-workers, to review and make recommendations on how to make the grievance process fairer. 

This city is a great city- a wonderful place to live.  We should be proud of it and also proud of those public service workers who work hard to make it a great place to live and raise our families.  We should also be proud to say we have the best workforce and treat them fairly with dignity and respect and pay them well.  I’ve been part of this city for almost thirty years and active in community organizations which take on community concerns.  What has happened to Shirley is a community concern.  Sexual harassment, treatment of women in the workplace, hostile work environments, inequality in the workplace- particularly as it applies to women who work for my city - Raleigh - is a concern for us.  We expect you, our city council to address it because if you don’t address it appropriately, then we must.  What other choice do we have? 

Mr. Crowder suggested that the general topic of employee grievances and Civil Service Commission policies be referred to Law and Public Safety Committee.  Members from the audience asked what would occur to the Shirley Venuable case with Council members indicating they are referring the general process or grievance process to committee not the particular case.
FLUORIDATION OF WATER – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Andrew Prioleau presented the following prepared statement:

Good evening Council.  I stand before you today a victim of your misguided and criminal policy of medicating the public water supply with hazardous toxic waste products.  I ask that you end the practice of polluting the product of the City of Raleigh with the toxic waste of Potash Inc. 

Dental fluorosis is the most obvious sign of fluoride poisoning.  I show signs of fluoride poisoning.  Members of my family and community show signs of fluoride poisoning.  The City of Raleigh adds hexafluorosilicic acid, arsenic, lead, and other chemicals to the water under the umbrella term “water fluoridation.” The product the City of Raleigh supplies to me and my family, fluoridated water, is a toxic poison with clearly visible effects.  The damages inflicted on me, oil my family, and on my community directly result from the toxic waste products you, this Raleigh City Council, put in the water. 

As this Council has been made aware, fluorides have been clearly linked to numerous health effects like impaired mental functioning, primary degenerative dementia, cancers, Down’s Syndrome, sudden infant death syndrome, skeletal fluorosis, and mental retardation, to name a few.  Water the product of the City of Raleigh, is purposefully made the vehicle for compounds that cause these and other health problems. 

You base your practice of poisoning the water on a vote from 1956.  In 2013 you embrace the cult of denial built up around the practice of poisoning the water with toxic fluoride and you turn a blind eye to the scientific evidence of harm from fluoridation, The fact that black and latino families are disproportionately harmed by water fluoridation is well documented.  The fact that black people were not even allowed to vote in 1956 is still a scar on the face of this nation.  Why, in 2013, is this Council ensuring that my community, my family, and myself are harmed by the toxic waste of the phosphate fertilizer industry? Why is my government continuing to violate my natural and civil rights? 

I insist that this Council cease and desist with this egregious violation of my rights.  I insist that this Council cease and desist the practice of water fluoridation. 

FLUORIDE IN WATER SUPPLY; SUPPORT OF THE RIGHT TO KEEP AND BEAR ARMS AND REQUEST FOR THE CITY TO WITHDRAW FROM ICLEI – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Marcus Hill, presented the following prepared statement:

Good Evening Council.  Imagine a city with clean crystalline water unadulterated with hazardous toxic waste.  Imagine a city with private property rights held as sacred.  Imagine a city whose public servants uphold and support the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State of North Carolina.  Imagine yourselves as those public servants. 

For seven months, I have been attempting to encourage this Council to be those public servants.  It is laughable that this Council would expect anyone to accept any justification for polluting the product of the City of Raleigh.  It really doesn’t matter what reason is given for adding toxic waste to the water it is still toxic waste, presented as medication by the City of Raleigh. 

As you all know Potash Corporation, the world’s largest phosphate mining company, is one entity that benefits from the scheme.  It is Potash Corporation’s toxic waste with which the City of Raleigh pollutes the product flowing from each citizen’s tap.

As you all know, Potash Corporation and the City of Raleigh have another connection, through the United Nations Agenda 21.  After all, Raleigh is a 21” Century City and a member of the International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives.  Potash Corporation is a member of the Global Mining Initiative, which developed an action plan with the International Institute of Environment and Development.  That UN Agenda 21 action plan is to be implemented by the International Council on Mining and Metals, The UN Agenda 21 local action plan is to be implemented through ICLEI, of which the City of Raleigh is a dues paying member and from which, in violation of the Constitution of the United States, the City of Raleigh receives her marching orders in terms of land use, smart growth, urban growth boundaries, and numerous other public policies... including water. 

One wonders what is sustainable about putting Potash Corporation’s toxic waste in the water produced by the City of Raleigh? 

In April of 2011 Carroll County, Maryland ended affiliation with ICLEI.  Commissioner Richard Rothschild, said ICLEI and Agcnda2l “merges environmentalism and socialism to expand government into too many aspects of our lives, including food production; transportation; housing; manufacturing; and energy.  Of greatest concern, it replaces farmers, ranchers’, and landowners’ concept of land stewardship with government-centric control.” 

Article I, Section 10 of the United States Constitution makes it illegal for any state or local official to enter any “Treaty, Alliance, or Confederation.” ICLEI’s mandate is to “to build an active and committed municipal membership of local spheres of government (local and regional governments and authorities) as well as international, regional, national and sub-national local government associations.”  Thus, membership in ICLEI serves as an unconstitutional alliance under Article I, Section 10 of the United States Constitution. 

I ask the Raleigh City Council to align itself with our United States Constitution and withdraw from 10121.  I ask that the Raleigh City Council align itself with our United States Constitution, and pass A RESOLUTION TO PRESERVE AND DEFEND THE CONSTITUTION OFTIIE UNITED STATES AND THE STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, which I presented last month regarding the sacrosanct right to keep and bear arms, I ask that the Raleigh City Council align itself with freedom and common sense by ending the practice of water fluoridation.  What say you? 

FLUORIDE IN WATER SUPPLY – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Katie Haberman presented the following prepared statement:

From my understanding, thus far each member on this Council has voted twice to continue the practice of water fluoridation.  The existence of this policy is owed to a referendum from 1956 which was based on a recommendation from the Centers for Disease Control, 

Back in 1956 there was a population of less than a 90,000 people here in the City of Raleigh.  Today in 2013, there are over 400,000 citizens.  So in the 57 years since Fluorides have been introduced into the water supply, there has been an increase of over 310,000 thousand residents.  One would only expect a more up-to-date and accurate referendum, one that included the votes of black and latino people, considering some people were not allowed to vote back in 1956.  

CDC recommendations from 57 years ago now defy rational logic and common sense on two fronts: 

1)
even promoters of fluoridation now admit that fluoride’s predominant action is on the surface of the tooth and not from inside the body (COC, 1999) The CDC also said back in 2001: 

Quote “The prevalence of dental caries in a population is not inversely related to the concentration of fluoride in the enamel, and a higher concentration of enamel 
fluoride is not necessarily more efficacious in preventing dental caries.” SOURCE: CDC (2001). Recommendations for using fluoride to prevent and control dental caries in the United States.  Mortality and Morbidity Weekly Review 50(RRl4):l-42 
The very government agency this Council is hiding behind as a justification to add toxic chemicals to my drinking water is clearly stating fluoride ingestion does not, I repeat, does not benefit my teeth. 

2)
there are more than 100 published studies illustrating fluoride’s harm to the brain, plus 27 published studies directly linking fluoride exposure to reduced IQ in children!  I find it preposterous, this council cares more about my teeth than they do my brain or any other organ of my body. 

Lets (sic) say, hypothetically, that the CDC started recommending sunscreen be ingested in order to prevent sunburns and skill cancers. Would this Council therefore start adding sunscreen to the water?  Lets (sic) compare the Warning Labels of sunscreen and fluoride toothpastes……

Sunscreen: If swallowed, get medical hell) or contact a Poison Control Center right away. 

Fluoride Toothpaste: If more than is used for brushing is accidentally swallowed, get medical help or contact a Poison Control Center right away. 

This is my 7th month of standing up here trying to educate all of you on a policy that is way outdated and has been repeatedly scientifically shown to cause harm to human life. 

At this point council it’s not me who should be convincing you of the absurdity of this policy.  It is you who should be justifying the policy to me.  I challenge you to produce a single study from the United States that says fluoride ingestion is safe.  I challenge you to produce a single person who can debate the pros and cons of fluoridation in an open forum. 

FLUORIDE IN PUBLIC DRINKING WATER – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Corey Sturmer, 14 Poppytrail, indicated his friends have talked a lot about the history of fluoride in our water supply.  He stated he had been showing up monthly before the Raleigh City Council as well as the governing bodies in Durham and Chapel Hill to try to educate City Councils in the Triangle area of the dangers faced by the citizens because of the fluoridation of water supplies.  He stated when he speaks to the Council, the Council hears what he has to say but looks at him as if he is an alien speaking a foreign language they do not understand.  He stated he and his friends have made many appearances and presented evidence but he thinks the Council feels they are immune to the damage.  He stated the City of Raleigh is a corporation and corporations have to abide by laws.  He presented a 22 page legal complaint filed in the District of Maryland by Michele Nemphos against Nestle USA, Incorporated.  He indicated Nestle marketed water for kids and the label very clearly states that fluoride was added for dental benefits.  Ms. Nemphos was raised on the water that was allegedly produced to benefit but what resulted was deterioration of dental enamel.  He talked about the problems that have increased over the last 50 years as a result of fluoridation of our water.  He stated damages brought by Plaintiff Nemphos for personal injury and property damage arising out of the usage of this water was exposed as being excessive and damaging therefore the corporation was sued just like the City of Raleigh can be sued for what they are doing.  
Mr. Sturmer presented the Clerk with a gallon of water which indicates it was made for mixing and says no added fluoride, followed by two asterisks which say visit Gerber.com and if you do that you will see the 22 page legal complaint.  He asked that the Council take that into consideration when they just sit there silently while being presented information that is legitimate.

MARRKENS DEVELOPMENT CENTER – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Isaiah Murray indicated most Council members know his mother, Margaret Rose Murray and father Kenneth Murray.  He stated years ago the two of them established a 5013C organization to work toward the health, wellness and employment of people in Southeast Raleigh.  He talked about the problems and how they went about working to address training, etc.  He talked about the work of Marrkens which is continuing that work and stated they are requesting assistance, grant funding, partnerships, etc., towards the work force enrichment.  He talked about partnerships with Wake Tech, training men and women in culinary and wellness program.  He stated they are working to train families, youth and others on proper diet, needs to address that, etc.  He stated we have to come up with something to address the food dessert in Southeast Raleigh and how they plan to have a fresh food market at the corner of Rock Quarry and East Lenoir Street.  He stated they will be requesting assistance from the City of Raleigh to address the problems and work towards health, wellness, etc. for the people in Southeast Raleigh and others.  The comments were received.  
REZONING PETITION – REQUEST TO FILE LATE – DENIED

Michael Mettrey, stated he was before the Council to ask permission to file a late rezoning petition to be heard at the April 16 zoning hearing.  He stated he wants to rezone his property at 611 Daniels Street from R-20 to R-6.  Staff had said the Council was the only one who could grant that authority.  
City Manager Allen pointed out staff had reviewed this request feel there is not enough time to give it proper review in time for the April 16 hearing.  Ms. Baldwin stated she thought the Council had voted that rezoning requests would be handled through the UDO process.  
Deputy Planning Director Bowers pointed out if this request is approved and the property rezoned it would make 611 Daniels the only R-6 property on that side of the street.  He stated as he understands there are no plans for the property, no proposal to make any changes in the use of the property so staff does not see a reason to go to an off-cycle rezoning.  He does not know the urgency of the request.  

Banks Talley, CAC, talked about the rezoning case several years ago in which 117 single family properties were rezoned R-6.  Mr. Mettrey did not have an opportunity to participate in that rezoning application.  He stated Mr. Mettrey’s property is the only single-family home on that side of the street.  He talked about the demolition of the adjacent house and problems they see that may come down the road.  Mr. Talley stated he is presently Chair of the CAC but was not chair when the original zoning case went through.  He stated the CACs fully supports Mr. Mettrey’s request for an off-cycle zoning and for the property to be rezoned.  

Discussion followed as to why Mr. Mettrey felt he had to move forward with the request now if there are no plans to change the use.  Mr. Talley pointed out in order for it to be treated like the single-family home it is it needs to be rezoned.  He stated R-20 has different setbacks, etc. if the property next to 611 Daniel Street is developed there would be different setbacks, etc.  Why it could not wait 30 days and be heard during the regular cycle, the process that a request for rezoning follows, action the Council had taken for rezoning request to be filed under the UDO and the time line of the request versus the normal procedure was talked about.  Various Council members voiced their feelings as to whether it should move ahead versus the problems of waiting, the concern that the Council had voted on a process to handle rezoning cases and now two weeks later is taking about changing it, why Mr. Mettrey did not participate in the original rezoning case and the urgency in this request.  Mr. Mettrey indicated the next five months could be crucial and talked about what is happening in the Cameron Village area.  He stated he simply wants to be treated as a single family dwelling.  Mr. Crowder moved approval of the request which was seconded by Mr. Stephenson.  The motion was put to a vote which resulted in Mr. Stephenson, Mayor McFarlane and Mr. Crowder voting in the affirmative and Mr. Weeks, Ms. Baldwin, Mr. Odom and Mr. Stagner voting in the negative (Gaylord absent).  The motion failed on a 3-4 vote; therefore no action was taken.
MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

SIDEWALK AR416 – MERWIN ROAD – HEARING – NO ACTION TAKEN TO CONFIRM CHARGES

This was a hearing to consider adoption of a resolution confirming charges as outlined in Sidewalk AR416 – Merwin Road as outlined in Resolution 2013 – 722 adopted February 5, 2013.  The Mayor opened the hearing no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Odom moved adoption of a resolution confirming charges as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stagner and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  
Sarah Benbow stated she was at the meeting to speak but did not hear the Mayor open the hearing.  Mr. Crowder moved that the Council rescind the previous action and reopen the hearing.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-vote (Gaylord absent).  

Ms. Benbow indicated the sidewalk on Merwin Road is a very short sidewalk and mostly elderly people live on the street and they do not use this sidewalk.  She indicated the Council had recently changed its rules and no longer charge people for sidewalk assessments therefore she is asking that this sidewalk be exempt from assessment. 

Ms. Benbow expressed appreciation to the Council for changing its sidewalk assessment policy as she feels the Council in right in saying that citizens do not have to pay a sidewalk assessment.  She pointed out the sidewalk assessments could destroy a home, neighborhood, etc.  She stated the people who live on the street including a 90 year old woman is being assessed and no one on the street uses the sidewalk but have to pay the bill.  She stated she has 150 feet that she will have to pay for and pointed out the stone wall that was built is sharp enough to hurt someone and that is what is being used.  Kids are walking on the wall.  She stated property owners are having to spend money to get their yards back in shape and asked the Council not to make them pay the assessment. 
No one else asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Crowder moved that the Council waive the fees for a sidewalk assessment as outlined in Sidewalk AR416.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom for sake of discussion.  

Brief discussion took place as to the amount of the assessment with it being pointed out the total assessment against property owners is some $22,000 and there are 18 property owners involved.  The total cost of constructing the sidewalk was talked about.  The motion to waive the sidewalk assessment was put to a vote with results as follows:  Ayes – 4 (Baldwin, Crowder, Stagner, Stephenson): Noes – 3 (Weeks, Odom, McFarlane).  The Mayor ruled the motion defeated on a 4-3 vote.
Mr. Odom moved adoption of a resolution confirming the charges as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and put to a roll call vote with results as follows:  Ayes – 4 (Odom, McFarlane, Weeks, Baldwin); Noes – 3 (Crowder, Stephenson, Stagner).  
The Mayor ruled the motion defeated and stated no action would be taken to confirm the charges.

OPEN DATA STRATEGY AND TIME LINE – REFERRED TO TECHNOLOGY AND COMMUNICATION COMMITTEE
Ms. Baldwin stated she had been informed that Mr. Gaylord wanted to refer an item – open data strategy and time line to the Technology and Communication Committee; without discussion the item was so referred.

Adjournment:  There being no further business, Mayor McFarlane announced the meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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