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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 18, 2014 in the City Council Chamber, Room 201 of the Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.




Mayor Nancy McFarlane, Presiding



Mayor Pro Tem John Odom




Councilor Mary-Ann Baldwin




Councilor Kay C. Crowder




Councilor Bonner Gaylord




Councilor Wayne K. Maiorano




Councilor Russ Stephenson




Councilor Eugene Weeks

Mayor McFarlane called the meeting to order.  Invocation was rendered by Taylor Carney, Eckankar.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilor Gaylord.  

The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS

CERTIFICATES OF APPOINTMENT – PRESENTATION MADE

Mayor McFarlane explained the Certification of Appointment and presented a Certificate to Jordyne Blaisc who was recently appointed to the Human Relations Commission.

BOND ADVOCACY COMMITTEE – 2014 PARKS AND RECREATION – RECOGNIZED

Mayor McFarlane expressed appreciation to the leadership members of the 2014 Parks and Recreation Bond Advocacy Committee.  She asked all of those present who participated to stand.  They received a standing ovation.  The Mayor presented plaques to those present including Jeff Tippett, Patrick Buffkin, and MarkTurner.
Mr. Tippett offered his thanks to many people including Raleigh City Council for the vision of this bond and for allowing the citizens to vote.  He thanked the Council for allowing him to be a part of the advocacy committee.  Mr. Tippett expressed appreciation to Diane Saur and Stephen Bentley and all of the Parks and Recreation staff for handing the committee a program so well prepared that it was easy for the committee to advocate.  It’s an amazing team.  He expressed appreciation to Mark Turner for keeping all of the marketing and communications on track; Patrick Buffkin for organizing speakers at CAC’s, John Kane, Jr. for leading the fundraising necessary to promote the bond; Torey and Terrace Holt for being the face of the campaign and hanging in there though all of the video shooting; Charles Meeker who has inspired him personally and who helped guide the committee to success.  Emily Atkinson, John Johnson, Harvey Schmidt and all of the Raleigh Chamber for their daily help and support; the 30+ citizens who worked so hard advocating for the bond in various ways including cutting a music video; and for the citizens that understood the value that parks and recreation brings to the business community and residents of the City.  
AGENCY GRANTEE PRESENTATION - PHILHARMONIC ASSOCIATES – RECEIVED
Marguerite Partridge, Philharmonic Associates expressed appreciation for the support of the Philharmonic Associates.  She stated it provides a voice for the many students and families in this area pointing out she receives many calls from people who are planning to move to Raleigh who want to know if there is such an organization.  She talked about the upcoming concerts, collaboration with other organizations and the jazz lab that was made possible by the City of Raleigh grant.  He told of the work of that program and how it encourages African American youth to experience the legacy left by their community.  She stated the $200,000 budget supports 8 ensembles, some 500 students, 9 staff members and has produced 3 Raleigh Medal of Art recipients.  She expressed appreciation for all the City does for their group.
CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor McFarlane presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion.  If a Councilor requests discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  She explained the vote on the Consent Agenda will be a roll call vote.  Mayor McFarlane stated she had received the following requests to withdraw items from the Consent Agenda:  Professional Services/Southern Gateway Corridor Change; Order #8 – Honeycutt Creek Greenway (Crowder); Promotional Testing Services Police Department (Maiorano) and Budget Amendment – Information Technology (Weeks).  Without objection those items were withdrawn from the Consent Agenda.  Mr. Weeks moved approval of the Consent Agenda as amended.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  The items on the Consent Agenda were as follows.

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE – 2016 – APPROVED

Council members received the following proposed 2016 holiday observance schedule in their agenda packet.

HOLIDAY
       DATE                           DAY OF WEEK

New Year’s Day
January 1, 2016
       Friday

Martin Luther King, Jr., Birthday
January 18, 2016
       Monday

Good Friday
March 25, 2016
       Friday

Memorial Day
May 30, 2016
       Monday

Independence Day
July 4, 2016
       Monday

Labor Day
September 5, 2016
       Monday

Veteran’s Day
November 11, 2016
       Friday

Thanksgiving Day
November 24 & 25, 2016
       Thursday and Friday

Christmas
December 23 & 26, 2016
       Friday and Monday

Recommendation:  Approve the holiday observance schedule. Upheld on Consent Agenda Weeks/Baldwin – 8 ayes.

ANNEXATION PETITIONS – VARIOUS – REFERRED TO CITY CLERK TO CHECK SUFFICIENCY AND SCHEDULE HEARINGS
The agenda presented the following annexation petitions:
	Area Name
	Petitioner
	Acres
	Proposed Use

	Contiguous Petition 
	
	
	

	E-36 Elementary School 
Wake County Public Schools
	M.J. Desormeaux, Jr., Assistant Superintendent – Facilities
	21.50
	Institutional

	M-13 Middle School 
Wake County Public Schools
	M.J. Desormeaux, Jr., Assistant Superintendent – Facilities
	29.86
	Institutional


Recommendation:  Acknowledge the annexation petitions and direct the City Clerk to check the sufficiency of the petitions pursuant to State statutes and if found sufficient, authorize advertisement for public hearing on January 6, 2015.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Weeks/Baldwin – 8 ayes.
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – FIVE YEAR CONSOLIDATED PLAN – HEARING APPROVED

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) requires entitlement communities under the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), HOME Investment Partnership (HOME), and Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) programs to hold two public hearings annually.  The first hearing occurs at the beginning of the process associated with the preparation of the five-year Consolidated Plan or Annual Action Plan in order to obtain citizen input for housing and community development needs, including priority non-housing community needs.  The second hearing is held prior to the May submission of the Consolidated Plan or Annual Action Plan to HUD.
Recommendation:  Authorize a public hearing for December 2, 2014.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Weeks/Baldwin – 8 ayes.

EASEMENT – DUKE ENERGY PROGRESS/7413 LIGON MILL ROAD – APPROVED
A request has been received from Duke Energy Progress for an easement on City owned property located at 7413 Ligon Mill Road for the purpose of relocating electrical facilities at the Horseshoe Farm Road improvement project located.  The Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Resources Department is the maintenance manager of the property and is in agreement with the request.  A report was included with the agenda packet.
Recommendation:  Approve the property easement request at 7413 Ligon Mill Road.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Weeks/Baldwin – 8 ayes.

FIRE STATION SIX – DESIGN – MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE CONTRACT WITH STEWART COOPER NEWELL ARCHITECTS
Fire Station 6 serves the Five Points area and was placed into service in 1949.  The capital improvement program contains appropriations for the replacement of the station, which no longer serves the needs of modern fire apparatus.  A contract is necessary for professional design services necessary for the replacement of this fire station.

Name of Project:


Fire Station Six Replacement

Managing Division:
Public Works – Construction Management 

Request Reason:


Execute Contract ($489,960)

Cause of Contract:
RFQ was received from top ranked firm-Stewart Cooper Newell Architects (Consultant Design and Construction Services for Fire Station Six)

Original CIP Project Budget:

$6,395,280

Design Estimate:
$489,960 - RFQ issued July 2014 and Stewart Cooper Newell Architects was the top ranked firm

Vendor:



Stewart Cooper Newell Architects

Prior Contract Activity:

N/A

Budget Transfer:


$0

New Project Budget:


$489,960

Currently Encumbered
:
0%

  (% of estimate):

Amount of this Contract:

$489,960

Encumbered with this Approval:
$489,960

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the contract.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Weeks/Baldwin – 8 ayes.

BROCKTON LAKE AND DAM PROJECT PHASE I – CONTRACT WITH CDM SMITH, INC. – APPROVED

Brockton Lake is west of Capital Boulevard with the upper and lower lakes located south of Millbrook Road and north of Brockton Drive.  The Brockton Lake and Dam project will address dam safety concerns and reduce both the frequency and severity of flooding and is consistent with the City’s lake preservation policies.  A contract is necessary for bidding, construction inspection services and oversight for Phase I of the project.

Name of Project: 
Brockton Drive Lake and Dam Project, Phase I

Division: 



Public Works–Stormwater

Request Reason:


Execute Contract ($169,000)

Cause of Contract:
Required additional administration services during construction

Original CIP Project Budget:

$169,000

Design Estimate:
N/A - this contract is not related to any design services

Vendor:



CDM Smith, Inc.

Prior Contract Activity:

N/A

Budget Transfer:


N/A

New Project Budget:


$169,000

Currently Encumbered
    (% of estimate):


0%

Amount of this Contract:

$169,000

Encumbered with this Approval:
$169,000

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the contract.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Weeks/Baldwin – 8 ayes.
PERSONNEL – NEW POSITION IN PARKS, RECREATION AND CULTURAL RESOURCES – APPROVED

The Walnut Terrace community has access to recreation, education and social programs through a joint-use building agreement with the Raleigh Housing Authority.  In 2011, housing complex and community building were demolished due to deteriorating conditions, to be replaced by a new facility scheduled to open in early 2015.  In order to properly operate, program, and maintain the 1,200-square-foot community center, authorization is requested for the addition of one full-time position, (Recreation Facility and Program Supervisor II, PG 33, Class 2219).  The position has been reviewed by the Human Resources Department and funding is available within departmental operating budget appropriations to cover the cost of the additional position.
Recommendation:  Authorize the additional position.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Weeks/Baldwin – 8 ayes.

ENCROACHMENT – 616 OBERLIN ROAD – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY
A request has been received from 616 PTNR, LLC to install a stormwater pipe system located in the right of way of 616 Oberlin Road. A report was included with the agenda packet.  

Recommendation:  Approve the encroachment subject to completion of a liability agreement and documentation of proof of insurance by the applicant.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Weeks/Baldwin – 8 ayes.  

BUDGET AMENDMENT – EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

Funding from the Emergency Telephone System fund will be utilized for the purchase of 911 call-taking and dispatch consoles, in an amount not to exceed $1,300,000, for the upfit of the Critical Public Safety Facility currently under construction.  This is an authorized use of the telephone system funds.
Recommendation:  Authorize a budget amendment in the amount of $1,300,000.  Accounting detail was included with the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Weeks/Baldwin – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 367 TF 241.

CONDEMNATION – CRABTREE BASIN WASTEWATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Efforts have been unsuccessful to obtain needed easements; therefore, it is recommended that a resolution of condemnation be authorized for the Crabtree Basin Wastewater System Conveyance Improvements - Phase II, Section Two, Sanitary Sewer Project.
During the March 4, 2104 Council work session, the Public Utilities Department presented an overview of the Crabtree Basin wastewater system improvements, a capital project of significant scope and impact to residents and businesses in the vicinity of and adjacent to the project corridor.  Improvements are necessary to address historic Sanitary Sewer Overflow instances and volume, as well as to increase wet weather capacity of the wastewater infrastructure.  The project involves installation of 21,000 linear feet of 54-inch gravity sewer at a depth of 20-30 feet in most locations, seven crossings of Crabtree Creek and eight crossings of road and railroad right-of-way, and periodic blasting due to the large volume of rock present along the project corridor.  At an estimated $30 million construction cost, the acquisition of easements from property owners in the project corridor have been ongoing; timely easement acquisition is a critical element to the project schedule.  At this time negotiations have been unsuccessful with the following property owners to acquire necessary easements for the project.

Property Owner:
BV 125, LLC

Site Location:

2426 Wake Forest Road
Recommendation:  Adopt the resolution of condemnation.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Weeks/Baldwin – 8 ayes - See Resolution 30.

STORMWATER PETITION PROGRAM PROJECT #1 – CONTRACT AWARDED TO WHITE OAK CONSTRUCTION CORPORATION OF NORTH CAROLINA – FUNDS TRANSFERRED

Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, bids were received September 19, 2014 for the Stormwater Petition Program Bundle Project Number One (SM-2014-73), with White Oak Construction Corporation of NC submitting the low bid in the amount of $564,615.  The base bid for this contract includes six storm drainage projects previously approved by City Council.  The projects generally involve resolving problems such as eroded streams, pipe repairs, and clogged pipes.  Small Disadvantaged Minority and Women Owned Business (SDMWOB) participation level is 15.1%.  Funding and accounting details were included with the agenda packet.
Recommendation:  Approve the low bid and authorize the City Manager to execute a contract with White Oak Construction Corporation of North Carolina in an amount not to exceed $564,615.  Authorize a budget transfer in the amount of $241,965.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Weeks/Baldwin – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 367 TF 241.

END OF CONSENT AGENDA

SOUTHERN GATEWAY CORRIDOR STUDY – MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE CONTRACT WITH JDAVIS ARCHITECTS

The City received seven responses to a request for qualifications to provide professional services in the areas of land use planning, landscape architecture, urban design, transportation planning, and engineering to improve the character and functional design of the Southern Gateway Corridor.  The project encompasses South Saunders and South Wilmington Streets from downtown to Tryon Road, and is in accordance with Gateway Corridor Design Quality outlined in the 2030 Comprehensive Plan.  Funding is appropriated in the capital budget in the amount of $300,000.
A selection committee comprised of representatives from the Urban Design Center, Public Works, Office of Transportation Planning, and Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Resources divisions interviewed three teams. The committee selected the team led by JDavis Architects, including VHB Engineering NC, P.C., 1/1 Studio, Long Leaf Historic Resources, and Permar Inc. as sub-consultant groups, to undertake the study.
Name of Project:


Southern Gateway Corridor Study

Managing Division:


Urban Design Center

Approval Requested:


Contract execution

Reason for Council Approval:
Contract >$150,000

Original CIP Project Budget:

$300,000

Vendor:



JDavis Architects

Prior Contract Activity:

None

Budget Transfer:


None

Amount of this Contract Approval:
$293,745

Encumbered with this Approval:
$293,745

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the contract.

Councilor Crowder stated she had withdrawn this from the Consent Agenda questioning if this group will be doing the design or the total project.  Dhanya Sandeep indicated it is the group that will be leading the entire project.  Councilor Crowder asked about the status of the public input with Ms. Sandeep talking about the public engagement process, the project outreach starting in 2012, talked about the citizen engagement, public design sections, etc., pointing out the formal public engagement process has started.  There were some pilot studies to get involvement of the surrounding citizens to help develop the scope of study.  Ms. Sandeep stated there will be continued extensive input.  
Councilor Crowder moved approval.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson.  In response to questioning, Ms. Sandeep indicated there will not be a formal citizen steering committee and explained the process of bringing the stakeholders together.  Mr. Stephenson pointed out it is a big area and he wants to make sure all of the voices are heard, make sure we have broad base input from the various stakeholders.  Councilor Crowder again questioned if staff is saying there will not be a formal steering committee with Ms. Sandeep indicating that is correct.  There will be community engagements, workshops, visioning sessions, etc. Interim Planning Director Bowers pointed out it is not uncommon for a corridor study not to have a steering committee.  He talked about the process pointing out it will be the same type process that was utilized for Capital Boulevard.  Grant Meacci, Urban Design Center, talked about the number of stakeholder meetings and workshops and how the community and stakeholders will be involved.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
HONEYCUTT CREEK GREENWAY – CHANGE ORDER #8/RIFENBURG CONSTRUCTION – APPROVED – FUNDS TRANSFERRED

A construction contract in the amount of $2,957,388 was awarded to Rifenburg Construction, Inc. in January 2013 for construction of the Honeycutt Creek Greenway project.  The project is expected to be complete in December 2014.  To date, seven change orders in the sum of $225,639 have been executed.  Unforseen conditions have been encountered during construction requring additional erosion control measures, installation of additional pipe, clearing and grubbing, and related items.  Change Order Number Eight in the amount of  $273,426 brings the cumulative total in change orders above $300,000, requiring City Council approval.

Name of Project:


Honeycutt Creek Greenway

Managing Division:
Design Development division of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources

Approval Requested:
Change Order Approval, Budget Transfer

Reason for City Council Review:
Change Orders (>$300,000 Council Policy), Budget Transfer (>50K)

Cause of change order request: 
Unit price quantity adjustments due to unforeseen conditions including clearing and grubbing, erosion control measures, installation of additional pipe, changes in ADA requirements since the project was designed and bid, extension of timber micro piles, additional retaining wall segments.

Original Project Budget:

$2,616,000

Construction Bid Award:

$2,957,388

Vendor:



Rifenburg Construction, Inc.

Previous Change Orders:
Change Order One – $0 – Added 60 days to contract time.

Change Order Two – $17,801 – Additional pipe, erosion control matting, additional 16 days to contract time.

Change Order Three – $37,561 – Increase in lumber costs, addition 5 days to contract time.

Change Order Four – $100,996 – additional clearing tree removal, stream bank stabilization project (Public Utilities and Stormwater), and retaining wall rail system.

Change Order Five – $16,719 – boardwalk structure, additional eight days to contract time.

Change Order Six – $42,773 – Curb demolition, gabion basket wall, curb inlet.

Change Order Seven – $9,793 – additional grading, split rail fence, trench drain.

Previous Budget Transfers:
$637,000 from Crabtree Creek Greenway - Lindsay to Umstead section.

Currently Encumbered:

$3,183,028

Amount of this Change Order:
$273,426

Encumbered with this approval:
$3,456,454

Anticipated future Change Orders:
$254,000 (unit price quantity adjustments due to unforeseen conditions on fill material and exaction)

Budget Transfer required:
Yes.  Source of funds are residual funding from completed or almost complete greenway projects where no additional construction expenditures are anticipated.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the change order.  Authorize associated budget transfers.  Accounting detail was included with the agenda packet.
Councilor Crowder stated she had withdrawn this from the Consent Agenda pointing out she would like some additional information on the change order and why the change order is needed.
Lisa Potts explained the various change orders which included clearing and grubbing outside the original locations, rain events, erosion control methods, fencing that had to be installed and/or replaced, more piping, unforeseen circumstances such as not knowing the depth of the piles, etc.  Councilor Crowder questioned how we could do a better job in the beginning of the process to keep from having some many change orders.  She stated she understands some things are unforeseen but trees on the right of way, power lines, etc., these things can be seen and she needs to better understand why they were not seen and included in the original contract.  Ms. Potts indicated a lot of things are unforeseen.  She stated she could not say any of the change orders could have been anticipated.  She stated for example, one of the change orders had to do with adding a public utility project relating to a stormwater problem.  The contractor was out there and we were able to add that to the contract rather than have to go through the process.  

City Manager Hall pointed out there was a lot of discussion about this change order explaining greenway projects are a lot harder to estimate.  He stated we could spend a lot more time in the beginning and that would add cost.  He stated however staff has been working on this and it is felt we can do a better job in terms of timing, estimating, etc.  He stated in this particular case the project has taken a very long time, regulations and/or requirements have changed.  He stated we will be looking at ways to get better estimates, etc. in the beginning.  It is something that staff and Council has been working on.  He stated we do anticipate another change order on this project relating to unforeseen conditions on the fill and exaction.  
Ms. Baldwin questioned how long this project has been ongoing.  Ms. Potts pointed out the design was about 6 years ago and it was bid about a year ago.  She stated there was considerable discussion, design, etc. and during the design, etc. and staff stepped back and reevaluated the project before bidding.  Mr. Odom pointed out Councilor Crowder had some very good questions and Council has been asking the same type questions and staff is working on doing a better job.  Mr. Odom moved approval as recommended.   His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 367 TF 241.

POLICE DEPARTMENT – PROMOTIONAL TESTING SERVICES – CITY MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE CONTRACT WITH DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATES, LLC

Testing services are required for the positions of Police Detective, Police Sergeant and Police Lieutenant.  A request for proposals process was completed and five vendors submitted responses.  Following committee review the proposal submitted by Developmental Associates, LLC was selected based on experience and expertise in the police promotions process.  Services include the creation and administration of written promotional examinations for Police Detective and Police Sergeant and a leadership assessment center for Police Lieutenant, Police Sergeant, and Police Detective candidates for promotion.  A contract has been negotiation in the amount of $198,750 and funding is appropriated in the operating budget.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the contract.

Councilor Maiorano stated he had withdrawn this from the consent agenda as he had some conversations with the City Attorney and because of the relationship of his firm and this company, he would like to recuse himself from voting on this issue.  Councilor Baldwin moved that Councilor Maiorano be excused from participation on this item.  Her motion was seconded by Councilor Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted and Councilor Maiorano left the table.  

Councilor Baldwin moved approval as outlined.  Her motion was seconded by Councilor Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Councilor Maiorano who was excused from participation.  They Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
BUDGET AMENDMENT – INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY – APPROVED

A budget amendment in the amount of $20,000 is requested to appropriate donations received from IBM and Red Hat, in addition to future donations of funding.  The donations are intended to support Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) educational activities for youth.
Recommendation:  Authorize a budget amendment in the amount of $20,000.  Accounting detail was included with the agenda packet.  

Councilor Weeks stated he withdrew this from the consent agenda to express appreciation to staff and IT for the work in securing these donations.  He stated anything that can be done to encourage or promote the STEM program is good.  He wanted to commend all involved and asked that we continue to do every thing we can to promote the STEM program.  Councilor Weeks moved approval of the budget amendments as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 367 TF 241.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

REZONING Z-35-13 – HILLSBOROUGH STREET – TO BE PLACED ON DECEMBER 2, 2014 AGENDA.
Mayor McFarlane stated this case and Z-16-14 Varsity Drive are suggested to go to public hearing.  There are concerns and it would be good to have some visuals of things such as how potential build out would look.  Interim Planning Director Bowers stated with the help of the Urban Design Center that could be provided.

This is a request to rezone property from O&I-1 w/SRPOD to NX-5-UL-CU w/SRPOD.

CR-11598 from the Planning Commission recommends approval of this request, considering it consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and reasonable and in the public interest.  The City Council may now schedule this item for Public Hearing on December 2nd.
Councilor Stephenson pointed out the applicant and the neighborhood have requested that the item be held at the City Council table to allow a little more time for conservation before going to public hearing.  

In response to questioning from Councilor Stephenson, Interim Planning Director Bowers indicated it is his understanding that there is a possible need for some additional conversation.  Councilor Stephenson indicated he had some conversations with the Planning Department including Mr. Bowers, Mr. Crane as well as the City Attorney as to the timing of accepting amended conditions with it being pointing out a memo could be provided.  Councilor Stephenson suggested that Z-35-14 be held at the table to allow the applicant and concerned neighbors to continue conversations.  Mr. Bowers stated the Council had received the planning Commission recommendation in writing so Council is now able to receive additional conditions.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Odom after he was assured that the applicant and the neighbors agree with the request to hold the item over.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  
REZONING Z-29-14 – FORESTVILLE ROAD – PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZED
This is a request to rezone property from the R-4 to R-10 Cu.
CR-11599 from the Planning Commission recommends approval of the request, considering it consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and reasonable and in the public interest.  The City Council could schedule this item for public hearing on December 2, 2014.

Mr. Stephenson questioned the reason for the split vote.  Interim Planning Director Bowers pointed out it was a split vote.  The case is for rezoning from R-4 to R-10 conditional use but there are conditions which limit density on the site to four units per acre.  He stated he understands the intent of the rezoning is to regain some development flexibilities, etc., in response to some environmental extremes on the property.  The stated the applicant guaranteed a minimum of 20% open space with the rezoning pointing out the R-4 zoning would not require that.  

Mr. Stephenson pointed out apparently there was some expert testimony submitted about the potential for flooding if this rezoning is approved.  He questioned if staff or the Planning Commission has heard that information.  Mr. Bowers pointed out there was discussion about that at the meeting but Ben Brown of Stormwater was there and answered questions regarding potential impacts of development of the property.  He stated he feels the questions of the Planning Commission were answered to their satisfaction.  Mr. Bowers pointed out staff received the report very late so there was no formal evaluation on the part of staff relating to the flooding impact.  
Planning Commission Chair Steve Schuster indicated the Planning Commission understands that flood control rules are going to be in place regardless of zoning.  He stated the conditions relating to R-4 and the proposed change to R-10 with limitation of 4 units per acre would result in the same impact.  

Mr. Stephenson talked about the impacts of stormwater runoff and whether our current two year and ten year standards are adequate for large stormwater events.  He stated that is one question he has and the other relates to the fact that he knows there is a park search area in this vicinity and he wonders whether there is an opportunity to do additional things here.  He pointed out it seems developers have gone to the conservation development option and questioned if there was any discussion about providing park space.  He stated going back in history we have had people to do conservation development zoning and the neighbors or surrounding area people come back saying the area has turned out to be a no man’s land, kids are out there on their dirt bikes, no one has control, etc.  He stated he would like to know if what is being proposed will result in the City ending up with a piece of land that has to be maintained or a no man’s land.  
Mr. Bowers talked about the standards of the UDO which address certain aspects of Mr. Stephenson’s concerns.  He explained the City cannot guarantee every aspect and talked about how the property can be used, managed, etc.  He stated there are some guarantees to make sure that we get usable space but there are options.  Mr. Schuster pointed out the Planning Commission did discuss that aspect and realized that most of those issues would be looked at in subdivision or site plan approval and not at rezoning; however, the Planning Commission understands the points Mr. Stephenson is making.  In response from questioning from Mr. Stephenson, Mr. Schuster stated the Planning Commission responded to what the applicant brought to the table.  Me. Stephenson stated because of the issues he is talking about he wonders if this case should be referred to Comprehensive Planning Committee.

Mr. Odom pointed out this recommendation is for a public hearing and he feels we need to move forward.  The public hearing is when we can have discussions about flooding and other concerns.  He stated if the City is looking to add another park in this area that is very interesting to him because Horseshoe Farm park is within throwing distance of this piece of property, that is, we have 150 or so areas of open space so he does not feel that anybody in this area is going to be deprived of park opportunities.  Mr. Stephenson pointed out one of the emphasis of our new park plan is to have neighborhood scale parks within 20 minutes walking distance of every citizen in Raleigh.  He stated he is not talking about a large scale citywide park but a neighborhood park.  Mr. Odom talked about the proximity to Horseshoe Farm Park and the need or lack of need for another park in this area.  Mr. Odom moved approval of the Planning Commission’s recommendation to send this item to public hearing with a request that the Council received the flooding report and citizens comments at that time.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
SPECIAL ITEMS

GLENWOOD SOUTH HOSPITALITY DISTRICT – APPROVED AS AMENDED

During the November 5, 2014 Council meeting, following a public hearing, the City Council voted to establish the Glenwood South Hospitality District as amended.  Council members received in the agenda packet a copy of the proposed ordinance including the amended boundary lines of the district.  It would be appropriate to consider adoption of the ordinance for a one-year pilot program to become effective December 1, 2014.

Ms. Baldwin moved approval of the ordinance as included in the agenda packet.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Gaylord and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 368.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

COMPREHENSIVE ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT – ACCEPTED

The annual audit and Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) have been completed for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2014.  The CAFR and the required procedures communication (SAS 114 letter) by the auditors were included with the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Accept the 2014 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report.  

City Manager Hall pointed out Council members received with the agenda packet a full audit report, talked about the good work of Council and staff to make sure the City is in full compliance.  He stated the City received a clean audit report with no findings, something that we can all be proud of.  He stated as City Manager he is particular proud of this work.

Chief Financial Officer Perry James explained the CAFR report and other information the Council had received.  He also presented Council members with a leaflet from Moody’s Investor Service which talks about the anatomy of successful US cities.  He stated Raleigh is one of the 34 cities Moody’s highlighted and included a case study.  He stated it was a very good, timely report and he hopes Council members have a chance to read the report particularly the short case study about the City of Raleigh’s Tax base.

CFO James and Controller Allison E. Bradsher introduced the CAFR, explaining how it is organized, indicating it is the most important financial report issued each year, includes 64 separate funds and reflects continuing economic improvement and moderate growth of key revenues; results remain positive overall, consistent with the AAA/Aaa general credit ratings that the City continues to receive.  The CAFR provides a summary review of the City’s too largest funds – the general fund and the utility fund, overall comments and perspectives on other funds.  They expressed appreciation to staff, members from Public Affairs, Controllers Office, Cherry Bekaert and various City departments for their support in preparation of the CAFR.l.  
CFO James highlighted the key points of the FY14 CAFR reporting the General Fund exceeded the City’s 14% goal for unassigned fund balance and maintained the highest credit rating standards.  The water and sewer fund performed as expected, consistent with the utility rate model and should meet strong credit rating expectations for the revenue bond program.  He touched on the fact that the City continues to be progressive in meeting the financial needs of its current programs that are linked to future payment requirements, the debt program reflects moderate debt levels and flexible reserves for future capital needs, reflects safe investment policy and maintains an overall strong financial position for the City, tempered only by the unknowns of the continuing global financial economics and potential legislative impacts both at federal and state levels.  
Controller Bradshaw provided an overview of the CAFR layout, auditor and GFOA Communications, big picture look at the financial position, key fund results and actuarial impacted funds.  She provided information included in the CAFR including the finding of unmodified audit opinion and the fact that the City received the FY13 CAFR Certificate of Achievement for Excellence for the 34th year.  She went over information on the government wide net position highlighting information in the general fund, utility fund, other enterprise funds, the actuarial impacted funds and pointed out general fund unassigned fund balances is greater than the 14% benchmark with the final unassigned fund balance being 16.6%.  She stated historically amounts above policy have been used for non-recurring budget purposes.
Councilor Maiorano expressed appreciation for the information and expressed the desire to have opportunities to go through the CAFR in more detail.  Mr. Odom stated this looks better than he has seen before, it looks like good news, and he appreciates the work of all.  Mr. Gaylord expressed appreciation to CFO James and the staff, commended the Moody’s report and expressed appreciation to all.  
The report was received.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE FAIR HOUSING BOARD

FAIR HOUSING HEARING BOARD – ANNUAL REPORT – RECEIVED

Kevin Smith, Housing and Neighborhoods indicated Mary Willoughby, Board Chair was present to present the report but had to leave due to a work commitment. 
He pointed out Council members had received the report in their agenda packet.  The report touched on the history of the Fair Housing Hearing Board, community outreach, building and maintaining partnerships and the analysis of impediments 2014.  The report also talked about the process, compliance, time line and the work of the board.  The report was received without comment.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD

SIERRA/LINEBERRY MASTER PARK PLAN – APPROVED

Recommendations for adoption of a master plan for the Sierra/Lineberry Drive Park will be presented.  The draft Master Plan for the Sierra/Lineberry Drive Park has been presented to the public and to the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board and has received favorable review.  The plan includes a vision statement, outcome measures, concept plan, cost estimates, and recommendations on priorities and phasing for this 2.42-acre park site located in southwest Raleigh.
Recommendation:  Adopt the master plan.

Matthew Keough, Senior Planner with Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources, pointed out this is a 2.4 acre site located in Southwest Raleigh purposely acquired by the City in 2009 for the development of a neighborhood park.  He explained the location which is a vacant site in the Trailwood Development where there is a current deficit in walkable recreational access.  The property is south of the I-40 portion of the beltline on the west side of Lake Wheeler Road.  He explained the public process portion of the plan started in July 2013 with City Council’s approval of the site, community assessment material and the appointment of a citizen planning committee.  He stated that committee directed a year long effort at community visioning, drafting outcome measures, developing park concepts through three public workshops and recommending development priorities, all contained in the final master plan being presented.  He stated the review of the master plan began before the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board in September and received their unanimous recommendation during the October 23 meeting.
Jason Hibbets, appointed member of the citizens advisory committee, expressed appreciation for the opportunity to serve in that capacity.  He stated the committee established three co- values for a successful neighborhood park at this location, worked with the community to translate these values into goal statements for park planning, building and evaluation.  He stated for example regarding the value of well being, multi-purpose and multi-generational, the final vision states that “Park amenities are designed to be multi-functional in order to maximize the use of available spaces and to adapt to a variety of interest and needs.”  He explained the values, along with park vision, outcome measures, park priorities and a conceptual plan make up the plan that is before the Council for consideration. 
Charlie Bradley, Landscape Architect with Surface 678, stated the concept plan is a framework of park elements that are linked together through a series of accessible circulation paths and open site lines.  The concept plan reinforces the community’s vision and values for the park by providing areas for outdoor recreation and community development such as the covered canopy areas with restrooms and playground area that are accessible for park users of all abilities.  He talked about the hard surface court, central lawn area explaining the concept plan is designed to be multi-functional, providing space for active recreation as well as passive park use while maximizing available space.  The park will foster a healthy ecosystem through tree conservation, environmental stewardship, stormwater management and education and respect of the natural environment.  It provides a comfortable park setting that is a safe and fun designation for families and individuals within the community.

Mr. Maiorano had questions concerning the conservation areas questioned if there was any conversation to say it may not be in the best interest of the citizens to have so much of the land reserved for tree conservation.  Mr. Bradley indicated there was no such conversation.  He explained the topography in the area which created a lot of unusable park space.  Mr. Maiorano stated as he understands we are talking about conservation areas not by design but by default.  He talked about the fact that the City creates parks as we need open space, etc., but we overlay the UDO requirements, tree conservation requirements, etc., and questioned if there is a conflict between the two – the need to have open space versus meeting the requirements of the code.  He talked about the possible conflicts between the two requirements or needs.  

Parks Planner Shawsheen Baker talked about the efforts that are made to meet the required conservation areas and stated there could be some opportunity for discussion.  Councilor Maiorano stated he is not looking for a deep dive into this subject but parks are an important part of what we are trying to do in the City.  He questioned if we are hurting ourselves in the effort to meet the tree conservation requirements.  He stated he does not know the best way to vet the issue but it may be something that should be studied.  Whether the issue of open space, developable space, and tree conservation are in conflict and the importance of each was talked about briefly.  
Councilor Gaylord stated he would suspect that staff looks at that as a part of good design.  He stated if there are problems with specific plans, as it relates to meeting requirements of the UDO or other areas then the staff could bring that to the City Council to look at best design.  Councilor Maiorano pointed out the issue is the ability to maximize our park system and the question is whether there is a conflict that limits our ability to maximize the land when we impose requirements such as tree conservation, etc. are we taking up areas that could be used in the park.  He stated the Council has adopted requirements, etc., and he wonders if the parks planning process is restrained in developing concept plans by the regulation or rules in place.  
Councilor Odom stated as he understands what is being said is if we have an area where we need tennis courts but we cannot put them because of the requirement to save the trees then that is something that the Council should access.  He stated we have to look at the values of our properties, citizens, regulations, etc.  Councilor Maiorano stated he just wants to make sure the City is not inadvertently imposing design standards pointing out he is all for saving as many trees as we can but just questions if there is a conflict.  After brief discussion, the City Manager pointed out staff can look and see if there have been negative impacts created by the various regulations and talked the need to be consistent with approvals for public and private land.  The staff could review the potential impacts, etc. 

Ms. Baldwin pointed out there is discussion about inactive water features and questioned what that would look that stating she would just like to see some examples.  Councilor Stephenson talked about open space or features that are not properly maintained, etc. Councilor Baldwin moved approval of the plan as presented but pointed out she would like information on inactive water features.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled  the motion adopted on an 8-vote. 
WOOTEN MEADOW PARK MASTER PLAN –– VARIOUS ACTIONS - APPROVED
Recommendations for adoption of the Wooten Meadow Park System Integration Plan; Situational Assessment; and a list of recommended appointees to serve on the Citizen Planning Committee for the park master planning process will be presented.  The board recommends approval of all three items by the City Council.

The System Integration Plan documents existing site conditions, reviews the park classification and provides interim management recommendations for the 21.1-acre site in northwest Raleigh.   The Situational Assessment documents community issues and demographic considerations for master planning the Wooten Meadow Park site.  It also identifies individuals to represent the community on the Citizen Planning Committee.

Recommendation:  Receive the Situational Assessment as information.  Approve the System Integration Plan and the recommended membership of the Citizen Planning Committee.

Council members indicated they had received the information in their agenda packet which included the situational assessment document dated October 27, 2014.  The System Integration Plan dated August 11, 2014 and the listing of the recommended members to the citizens planning committee.  Mr. Odom pointed out Council had received an opportunity to review all of the information and moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

REQUESTS AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

UNFIT BUILDING – 2410 GLASCOCK STREET – 90-DAY EXTENSION GRANTED

A representative of M&T Bank was at the meeting and indicated an ordinance was adopted directing demolition of property located at 2410 Glascock Street.  He stated the loan had been transferred to M&T Bank, has been sold and assigned to HUD.  He stated they then became aware of the demolition order by staff.  He asked for additional time to allow his client to get permits, do the work, etc.  
Housing Inspector Ashley Glover indicated we do have an order for demolition but staff has not issued the bid.  He stated he is okay with the extension of time pointing out he thinks they are prepared to start immediately.  It will take approximately 90 days and he has no problem as long as the property is kept secured, permits are issued, and Staff is allowed to meet with the contractor on site.  Ms. Baldwin moved approval of the 90-day extension.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. West and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  
SEWER RATES – 1700 ATHENS DRIVE – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA

Dr. Solomah had requested permission to discuss the flat sewer rates being applied at 1700 Athens Drive.  Dr. Solomah was not at the meeting; therefore, the item was removed with no action taken.

TAXI SERVICE – CONCERNS – RECEIVED

Ms. Lee Churchill was at the meeting to express concerns relative to taxi service in the City.  She talked about problems over Halloween in which she indicated taxi companies were up charging and ripping off the customers.  She talked about complaints she heard about where customers being charged $400 + for service between Chapel Hill, Durham, Raleigh, Ms. Churchill talked about another situation where a customer was charged $172 for a 10 mile ride the number of complaints filled with the Attorney General and her feeling that it is time that something is done with the Uber and Left.  She talked about comments that she had made before the City Council previously and the lack of results.  She talked about how taxi companies have to be licensed, are regulated, etc. but that is not true of Uber and Left.  She talked about riding with one of the taxis run by those groups and what she saw which led to greater concerns.  She stated something needs to be done.  She feels these taxi companies should be licensed and regulated just as others are.  
Mayor McFarlane stated Ms. Churchill had voiced her concerns on several occasions and the Council agreed to wait and see the action of the General Assembly on this issue.  Ms. Churchill stated they are having meetings that they are hearing only one side.  Private businesses and customers were denied the right to participate in the hearing.  No further action was taken.

MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

UNFIT BUILDING DEMOLITION – 2800 AUSTIN STREET – HEARING – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider adopting an ordinance, pursuant to Article 11.6.13 of the Unified Development Ordinance, to authorize the demolition of the unfit buildings listed below:
	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NUMBER
	TIME LAPSE

	2800 Austin Street
	Minerva and Otis Strickland Heirs
	0068428
	75 days


The Mayor opened the hearing.  Latisha Strickland indicated the house belongs to her grandson who inherited it.  He has been paying the property tax and it is up for demolition and she has no problem.  Inspector Glover pointed out this was an ordinance to require demolition immediately.  He talked about the condition of the house and pointed out it would be extremely hard to make repairs.  No one else asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Odom moved adoption of the ordinance as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 369.
UNFIT BUILDING DEMOLITION – 619 CUMBERLAND STREET – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider adopting a resolution to confirm as a lien against the property as listed below for the charges for boarding of Unfit Buildings:
	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NUMBER
	COSTS

	
	
	
	

	619 Cumberland Street
	Dorothy Mitchell Gibbs and Mary M. Overton Heirs
	0047741
	$2,623


The Mayor opened the hearing no one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Odom moved adoption of a resolution confirming charges as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 31.  
PUBLIC NUISANCE ABATEMENTS – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to adopt a resolution to confirm as a lien against the property as listed below the charges for the abatement of public nuisances:

	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NUMBER
	COST OF ABATEMENT

	
	
	
	

	321 Bledsoe Avenue
	Norma Poole Smith
	0049900
	$290

	6209 Bramblewood Drive
	Mohammad and Sally Tariq 2004-0000204, LLC
	0103942
	$869

	1019 Brighton Road
	Nicole and Barre Gambling Sansoni
	0170516
	$287

	4032 Cane Garden Drive
	DLMD Development Group, LLC
	0331847
	$250

	1819 Charles Street
	Debra A. Rogers and Amber L. and Putu Menaka
	0036248
	$251

	2401 Churchill Road
	Cynthia H. Smith
	0058121
	$639

	1712 Dallas Street
	Ondrea L. Pollard
	0055974
	$250

	1716 Dallas Street
	Ondrea Lee Pollard
	0055976
	$250

	4234 Lake Ridge Drive
	Lake Ridge Villas Condominiums
	0113964
	$233

	1109 Mark Street
	Jeremiah J. Frederick
	0019404
	$269

	5409 Milroy Lane
	Bobby Dunn
	0197447
	$290

	3816 Moncacy Drive
	David J. Myklebust
	0337680
	$248

	1705 Oakwood Avenue
	Ralph M. Matthews and Ralph D. Matthews
	0025188
	$245

	1104-1104½ S. Person Street
	James F. and Iola M. O’Neal
	0073321
	$249

	1808 Poole Road
	Donnell McDowell
	0048790
	$248

	5209 Rembert Drive
	James A. and Pamela J. Smith
	0042681
	$270

	808 Richmond Street
	Lelia S. Brownfield Heirs 
	0025089
	$251

	416 Rogers View Court
	Pelagic Investments, LLC
	0245010
	$286

	420 Rogers View Court
	Pelagic Investments, LLC
	0245009
	$286

	447 Rose Lane
	Leroy Miller Heirs 
	0047314
	$328

	2224 Shannon Street
	Edward Walker
	0072179
	$251

	630 W. South Street
	Everlee York, Heirs York c/o Marilyn Sturdivant
	0080307
	$264

	1804 Sunview Street
	First Franklin Financial Corporation
	0101682
	$322

	800 Wilson Street
	The Glorious Church, Inc. c/o William Spain
	0052124
	$272

	4004 Wingate Drive
	JP Morgan Chase Bank, NA
	0006245
	$338

	1112 Ujamaa Drive
	Shelia A. Byrd
	0217750
	$322


The City Clerk reported 1819 Charles Street, 2401 Churchill Road, 808 Richmond Street should be removed from consideration as the charges have been paid.  Without objection, those items were withdrawn.

The Mayor opened the hearing on the remaining locations.  No one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Odom moved adoption of a resolution confirming the charges as outlined with the amendments made by the Clerk.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 32.

RALEIGH HOUSING AUTHORITY – PROPOSED BONDS RELATING TO BLUFFS AT WALNUT CREEK – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a continuation of a hearing held on November 5, 2014 to receive public comments on a proposed issuance by the Raleigh Housing Authority of up to $21,000,000 in multi-family housing revenue bonds related to Bluffs at Walnut Creek project.
Following the hearing, if the City Council desires, it is recommended that Council adopt a resolution of approval for the purpose of meeting the requirements of the Internal Revenue code of 1986, as amended, for the issuance by the Housing Authority of the City of Raleigh of not to exceed $21,000,000 Multi-Family Housing Bond Series 2014.
No one asked to be heard.

The Mayor closed the hearing.  Ms. Baldwin moved adoption of the resolution as outlined.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 33.

Councilor Baldwin pointed out there was conversation about how transit, affordable housing and the City’s policies interact.  She stated moving forward she hopes that the Council will take that into consideration pointing out as we grow we have to do a better job connecting the policies.  Mayor McFarlane indicated that is an excellent point.  The issues have been discussed in Budget and Economic Development Committee and pointed out some of the conflict relates to requirements by the State to make sure affordable housing units are close to grocery stores and other amenities and that pushes the locations into the suburban areas.  Affordable housing units must be within a certain distance of various amenities.  Mr. Odom indicated we need to continue with our scattered site policy and continue the work.  He pointed out some of these developments are different and we want to make sure we have good development.  Mr. Weeks commended the group pointing out they did an outstanding job in making presentations to the CAC twice.  He pointed out the Southeast CAC is in support of this development moving forward.  He pointed out he had seen some of the projects completed by this group and they are very much in line with what the community wants in their area.  He expressed appreciation to the representatives of Pedcor Investments for listening and coming up with a high level project.

Mr. Stephenson talked about discussions in committee relative to a development on Tryon Road.  He stated he knows staff is working on adjustments, amendments or to our scattered site policy/affordable housing policy and we all realize this is a work in progress.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
NO REPORT

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

NO REPORT

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

NO REPORT

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

NO REPORT

COMMITTEE MEETINGS – SCHEDULED CHANGES ANNOUNCED

It was reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee scheduled for November 25 has been canceled.  The Comprehensive Planning Committee scheduled for November 26 has been canceled.  The Law and Public Safety Committee scheduled for November 25 has been canceled; however, the Committee does plan to meet the second Tuesday in December.  The Public Works Committee scheduled for November 25 has been canceled however they plan to meet the second Tuesday in December.  The Technology and Communication Committee meeting scheduled for November 25 has been canceled.

REPORT AND COMMENDATION OF COUNCIL MEMBERS

GREENWAY BRIDGE – NEUSE RIVER – INFORMATION REQUESTED
Mr. Odom questioned when the Neuse River Greenway/bridge will be completed.  He asked staff to provide a status report.

TOWN HALL MEETING – DISTRICT A – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Councilor Maiorano expressed appreciation to the three Assistant City Managers and others for the support at the recent town hall meeting in District A.  He stated it was a good meeting and went well and expressed appreciation for all of the support of staff.  He stated there will be a town hall meeting in District A in January and the focus will be the proposed budget and budgeting process.  The comments were received.
HUMAN RESOURCE FUNDING – NON PROFITS – INFORMATION REQUESTED

Mr. Weeks asked about the status of the proposed or possibility of the 25% reduction in non profit funding.  He stated he would like to bring that back to the table for discussion and clarification.  City Manager Hall pointed out staff plans to bring that back as an agenda item in January as we need some direction for Human Resources as it relates to the target funding and grant process.  

TARBORO ROAD STREETSCAPE – FUNDING – INFORMATION REQUESTED

Mr. Weeks indicated the City Council funded the Tarboro Road streetscape program in the amount of $50,000.  He stated however he understands the money was borrowed to help with an economic development project and he is interested as to when the funding will be restored.  City Manager Hall pointed out staff will be working on that. 

SHAW UNIVERSITY – CITY OWNED PROPERTY – INFORMATION REQUESTED

Mr. Weeks pointed out some time ago, he asked for information about land that the City owns around Shaw University.  He asked for a report pointing out it is vacant land and he understands Shaw is still interested in obtaining the land.  Administration was asked to provide a report. 

STORMWATER STANDARDS – INFORMATION REQUESTED

Mayor McFarlane indicated Mr. Maiorano talked earlier about stormwater issues and standards.  She talked about the situation that occurred in Graystone and she was curious about the impact it would have if the City raised the standards to 10, 15 or up to 100 year storms.  She asked that the Stormwater Management Advisory Commission look at what it would mean if we were to ask or require developers to go to a higher storm water run-off prevention standard.  The item was referred to administration.

CHRISTMAS PARADE – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mayor McFarlane pointed out the City will be hosting the 75th Annual Christmas Parade on November 22.  Mr. Odom stated weather permitting there will be four generations of the McFarlane family riding the lead float.  He gave a schedule of events and invited all to attend.
COUNCIL SUPPORT – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Ms. Crowder expressed appreciation to the City Staff and City Council for reaching out and helping her understand the processes of City Council.  

WAKE COUNTY TRANSIT ADVISORY BOARD – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Councilor Baldwin pointed out she understands the creation of a Wake County Transit Advisory Board is underway and she understands the City will have representation on that.  She stated she would like to nominate Will Allen as a member as she feels he could provide a lot of insight and would be a very strong candidate.  Brief discussion took place on the process that will be followed with the City Manager pointing out staff will provide information on a subsequent agenda.  

CORRIDOR STUDIES – INFORMATION REQUESTED

Mayor McFarlane pointed out we have a number of different corridor studies in the harper are underway pointing out she thought there were about nine different corridors.  She asked that the Council receive an update on the status of the studies, talked about New Bern Avenue Corridor and the BR transit possibilities.

PERSONNEL – CARL DAWSON – RECOGNIZED

City Manager Hall pointed out this is the last meeting in which Public Works Director Carl Dawson will participate as he is scheduled to retire on December 1.  He expressed appreciation to Mr. Dawson for the 40 years of service, of which 26 were with the City of Raleigh.  Mr. Dawson received a standing ovation.

TRIANGLE J – KAY CROWDER – APPOINTED

Mayor McFarlane reported she had appointed Kay Crowder as the delegate to Triangle J.  The comments were received.

APPOINTMENTS

APPOINTMENTS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

The City Clerk reported the following results of the ballot vote.

Appearance Commission – One Vacancy – No Nominees

Environmental Advisory Board – One Vacancy – Mayor McFarlane and Councilor Baldwin nominated Brian Starkey.

Human Relations Commission – One Vacancy – Mr. Stephenson nominated Sabrina Palmer.

Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board – One Vacancy – No nominees
All items will be carried over until the next meeting.

NOMINATIONS

ARTS COMMISSION – ANDY MARTIN – REAPPOINTED

The City Clerk reported the term of Andy Martin is expiring in December.  He is eligible for reappointment and would like to be considered for reappointment.  Ms. Baldwin moved that Council close nominations and reappoint Andy Martin by acclamation.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor McFarlane and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

HOUSING APPEALS BOARD – REAPPOINTMENTS MADE

The City Clerk reported the terms of Priscilla J. Peace, Karen Taylor, and Chessely Robinson, III on the Housing Appeals Board are expiring in December.  All are eligible for reappointment and would like to be considered for reappointment.  Ms. Baldwin moved that nominations be closed and the three reappointed by acclamation.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor McFarlane and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD – AMY SIMES – REAPPOINTED

The City Clerk reported the terms of Amy Simes on the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board is expiring in December.  She is eligible for reappointment.  Councilor Baldwin moved that nominations be closed and Ms. Simes reappointed by acclamation.  Her motion was seconded by Councilor Weeks and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

RALEIGH SISTER CITIES – NO ACTION TAKEN

The City Clerk reported during the November 5, 2014 Council meeting, the Council agreed to appoint three persons to the Raleigh Sister Cities Board of Directors.  No nominations were made.

SUBSTANCE ABUSE ADVISORY COMMISSION – VACANCY ANNOUNCED

The City Clerk reported she had received a letter of resignation from Karen Nicholas from the Substance Abuse Advisory Commission.  Ms. Nichols has recently moved out of the City and is no longer able to serve.  No nominations were made.

BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMISSION – VACANCY ANNOUNCED

The City Clerk reported she had received a letter of resignation from Sig Hutchinson from the Bicycling and Pedestrian Advisory Board.  The letter indicated his resignation would be effective with his swearing in as a Wake County Commissioner on December 1.  The comments were received.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

NO REPORT

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK

MINUTES – OCTOBER 21, 2014 CITY COUNCIL LUNCH WORK SESSION - APPROVED
Council members received with the agenda packet minutes from the October 21, 2014 Lunch Work Session.  Mr. Odom moved approval of the minutes as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
CLOSED SESSION

CLOSED SESSION - HELD

Mayor McFarlane stated a motion is in order to enter Closed Session pursuant to NCGS143-318.11(a)(3) for the purpose of discussing settlement of 4 law suits; pursuant to NCGS143-318.11(a)(5) to consider the purchase of a park on the Dix property; and pursuant to NCGS143-318.11(a)(6) to conduct the annual performance evaluation of the City Manager.

Mayor McFarlane moved approval of motion as read.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 8-0 vote.  The Council went into closed session at 2:52 p.m.

The Council reconvened in open session at 4:55 p.m.  Mayor McFarlane stated during closed session, the Council gave advice to the City Attorney relative to greenway condemnations, potential acquisition of a park on the Dix Property and conducted the annual performance review of the City Manager.  She stated the Council thanked the City Manager for a job well done and the amount of work he has done in the past year.  She stated the Council voted to provide the City Manger with a 4 percent increase in base salary, increase his auto allowance to $7,200 per year to better reflect the market and credit him with 392 hours of sick time to partially reflect the sick days he accumulated in Charlotte.  All would be effective with his anniversary date.
Adjournment:  There being no further business, Mayor McFarlane announced the meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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