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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 4, 2014 in the City Council Chamber of the Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.




Mayor Nancy McFarlane, Presiding




Mayor Pro Tem John Odom



Councilor Mary-Ann Baldwin




Councilor Thomas G. Crowder – (absent & excused)



Councilor Bonner Gaylord




Councilor Wayne K. Maiorano



Councilor Russ Stephenson



Councilor Eugene Weeks

Mayor McFarlane called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered Rabbi Eric Solomon, Beth Meyer Synagogue.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilor Baldwin.  Mayor McFarlane stated Mr. Crowder is absent and excused from the meeting.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS

CERTIFICATE OF APPOINTMENT – PRESENTATION MADE

Mayor McFarlane explained the Certificate of Appointment and presented a Certificate to Angie Thompson who recently accepted appointment to the Substance Abuse Advisory Commission.
WAKEMED – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Wally McBride, Vice-Chair of the WakeMed Board of Directors introduced Donald R. Gentzig. They talked about WakeMed’s commitment and desire to work with local government.  He pointed out WakeMed had an operating loss last year but they had investment funding that kept them in the black.  He talked about upcoming events, the opening of the new facility at Durant Road, their search for a new CEO and the leadership in the interim. 
Mr. Gentzig talked about WakeMed’s legacy and the commitment to the area.  He talked about WakeMed being proud to be a part of what the City of Raleigh is and has done.  He explained they have over 8,000 associates which include 1,200 physicians, 1,500 volunteers of which are about 40% live in Raleigh.  He talked about the patients they serve, the transition, legacy of healthcare in the area and their appreciation and desire to be a part.  
CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor McFarlane presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion.  If a Councilor request discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  She explained the vote on the Consent Agenda will be a roll call vote.  Mayor McFarlane stated she had pulled the item – Open Data Program – Authorization to Participate and Mr. Maiorano had pulled the Barnhill Contracting Resurfacing Street item.  Mr. Odom moved approval of the Consent Agenda as amended.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Crowder absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  The items on the Consent Agenda were as follows:

FIREFIGHTERS – ANNUAL CERTIFICATION – SUBMITTAL APPROVED

State law requires annual submission of a certified roster of firefighters.  The roster determines eligibility for line-of-duty death benefits and eligibility for pension fund credit.
Recommendation:  Authorize submittal of the annual certification.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Weeks – 7 ayes (Crowder absent and excused).
RECREATION AND PARK ASSOCIATION LEGISLATIVE FORUM – STAFF PARTICIPATION AUTHORIZED

The National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) is a national not-for-profit organization comprised of 40,000 recreation and park professionals.  Annually, the NRPA hosts a Legislative Forum in Washington, D.C. to allow member agencies and individual professionals the opportunity to speak with Congressional leaders on issues impacting parks and recreation. This year the Legislative Forum will focus on support of continued Land and Water Conservation funding, urban parks, transportation, health, wellness and physical activity, and children in nature.
Kathy Capps is currently chair of the NRPA’s Southern Network, representing professionals across 10 Southeastern U.S. states and Puerto Rico, and has been invited to participate in the Legislative Forum on March 25-26, 2014. When an employee actively lobbies Congress on behalf of the City and affiliated organizations, City Council authorization is required.
Recommendation:  Authorize staff participation in the NRPA 2014 Legislative Forum.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Weeks – 7 ayes (Crowder absent & excused). 
EASEMENT – 2401 NORTH RALEIGH BOULEVARD – APPROVED

A request has been received from PSNC Energy for easement on City-owned property located at 2401 North Raleigh Boulevard for the purpose of locating natural gas facilities for development of the Downtown Remote Operations Facilities.  The Construction Management division of Public Works is managing the project and is in agreement with the easement need.  A report was included with the agenda packet.
Recommendation:  Approve the easement request.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Weeks – 7 ayes (Crowder absent & excused).
HOUSING ASSISTANCE – CITY EMPLOYEE – NOTED

Pursuant to Section 33(b) of the Charter of the City of Raleigh (being Chapter 1184 of the 1949 Session Laws, amended by S.L. 1991-312, S.L. 1993-649 and S.L. 1995-323, Section 1b) which reads as written “…. Nor shall any such official or employee be prohibited from participating in any rental or home ownership program sponsored or operated by the city, so long as the official or employee meets all the criteria for the program.  The award of any such housing assistance to an employee shall be noted in the minutes of the City Council.”  The following City employee complies with all criteria for participation in the Citywide Homeownership program administered by the Community Development Department:  Keith R. Hay.

Recommendation:  Direct the City Clerk to record in the minutes.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Weeks – 7 ayes (Crowder absent & excused).

POLICE TASERS – EXCHANGE OF PUBLIC PROPERTY – AUTHORIZED

Authorization for the exchange of public property under state law is requested.  The Police Department would like to exchange 348 Taser Conducted Energy Devices (CEDs).  The current Taser models carried by RPD officers are no longer manufactured and parts to repair existing Taser’s are no longer available.  As a result, the City has entered into an agreement with the manufacturer to purchase 400 new and improved models.  As part of the purchase agreement, Taser Inc. will provide a credit of $100 off the purchase price of each new Taser for every used model turned in.  Council authorization to exchange public property is required.

Recommendation:  Authorize the exchange of property pursuant to state statute.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Weeks – 7 ayes (Crowder absent & excused).

CITI, LLC – OZONE EQUIPMENT CONTROL INTEGRATION – SOLE SOURCE PROCUREMENT – AUTHORIZED

The existing ozone treatment process at the E. M. Johnson Water Treatment Plant is being upgraded.  The upgrade will require changes to the existing plant instrumentation process control system.  The City has successfully negotiated a contract in the amount of $87,528 for control modifications to the plant control system as detailed in the February 13, 2014 proposal.  Authorization to waive competitive bidding requirements and declare CITI, LLC a “sole source” for the control system integration is requested.  Funding is appropriated in the project budget.
Recommendation:  Authorize the waiver of competitive bidding requirements and authorize the City Manager to execute a contract with CITI, LLC in an amount not to exceed $87,528.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Weeks – 7 ayes (Crowder absent & excused).

OZONIA NORTH AMERICA, LLC – OZONE EQUIPMENT – SOLE SOURCE PROCUREMENT – AUTHORIZED

The existing ozone treatment process at the E. M. Johnson Water Treatment Plant is being upgraded.  The City has successfully negotiated a contract in the amount of $191,400 for hardware and control modifications to the ozone process equipment with Ozonia North America, LLC, as detailed in the January 10, 2014 proposal.  Authorization to waive competitive bidding requirements and declare Ozonia North America, LLC a “sole source” for the hardware and control modifications is requested.  Funding is appropriated in the project budget.

Recommendation:  Authorize the waiver of competitive bidding requirements and authorize the City Manager to execute a contract with Ozonia North America, LLC in an amount not to exceed $191,400.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Weeks – 7 ayes (Crowder absent & excused).
CONVENTION AND PERFORMING ARTS COMPLEX – RATE INCREASES – APPROVED EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2014
The rental fee structure and rates charged for labor, equipment and services are reviewed annually.  During FY2011, it was identified that pricing for the Performing Arts Center was below market rates and did not always provide for adequate cost recovery.  It was decided to review rates annually and to incrementally increase rates to bring rates in line with the market, to increase cost recovery, while mitigating the impact on community groups that use the facilities.
Staff recommends increasing the rates charged for labor, equipment and services at the Duke Energy Center for the Performing Arts by 3%, rounded up to the nearest quarter dollar.  Rate adjustments are also recommended for the convention center and the Red Hat Amphitheater.  Most changes relate to the rates charged for labor.  Labor rates for the convention center and the amphitheater have been reviewed; rate increases are recommended to increase cost recovery for labor.

Revised rates will become effective July 1, 2014 for all events that have not already received a cost estimate from an event manager or production supervisor.

Recommendation:  Authorize the rate adjustments dated March 4, 2014 to be effective July 1, 2014.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Weeks – 7 ayes (Crowder absent & excused).

PARADE ROUTE – ST. PATRICK’S DAY – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY
The agenda presented the following request for a parade route.  

Ms. Meg Lavoie, representing the Raleigh St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee, requests permission to hold a parade and festival on Saturday, March 15, 2014 from 10:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.
The actual set up and breakdown will be from 4:30 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.
She is also requesting a waiver of all City ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and permission to allow amplified sound during the event.

She is requesting to allow food trucks within the festival.

She is requesting No Parking on the entire route from 6:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m., as well as the following provisions:

No Parking within the Festival footprint from 4:30 am until 7:00 p.m.

No Parking on Hargett Street between Salisbury Street and Wilmington Street from 4:30 am until 7:00 pm to allow food truck setup prior to arrival of the parade.

Numbered parking spaces 291 and 292 (on Salisbury at Morgan Street west curb line) will be posted No Parking from 4:30 am until 7:00 p.m.

Allow a sound truck to park on the south side of the barricades near the stage in City Plaza.

Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Weeks – 7 ayes (Crowder absent & excused).

ROAD RACES – VARIOUS – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

The agenda presented the following requests for road races:

00 Block of Dixie Trail, Vicinity of Hillsborough Street, Gorman Street, Pullen Road, Horne Street, Vanderbilt Street

Ms. Morgan Coslow, representing Jam Active, requests permission for a race on Saturday, March 29, 2014 from 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.

Dixie Trail will be closed from 7:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.

Horne Street between Hillsborough Street and Vanderbilt Street will be closed from 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.

She is also requesting a waiver of all City ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and permission to allow amplified sound during the event.

Vicinity of North Hills Mall, Cardinal Road, North Hills Street, Church Street, St. Albans Drive
Mr. Patrick Curran, representing Easter Seals, requests permission for a race on Friday, May 16, 2014 from 8:30 p.m. until 10:30 p.m.
He is also requesting permission to allow amplified sound during the event.
Vicinity of Baileywick Road, Chander Drive, Lead Mine Road and Six Forks Road
Mr. Jeremy Davis, representing Endurance Magazine and in conjunction with the A.E. Finley YMCA, requests permission for a race on Sunday, May 18, 2014 from 8:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m.
Vicinity of Horne Street between Hillsborough Street and Vanderbilt Street

Ms. Bridget Hirsch, representing Runnin Dirty, LLC, requests permission for a race on Saturday, August 9, 2014 from 11:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.

She is also requesting permission to allow amplified sound during the event.

200 Block of South Blount Street, Vicinity of South Street, Person Street, Franklin Street, Bloodworth Street, Jones Street, Linden Avenue, Oakwood Avenue, Watauga Street

Ms. Elizabeth Pagano, representing the Nog Run Club and Mr. Pete Pagano, representing Tir Na Nog, request permission for a race and after party on Saturday, October 18, 2014 from 12:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m.

Mr. Pagano is also requesting a waiver of all City ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on city property and permission to allow amplified sound during the event.

Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions noted on the reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Weeks – 7 ayes (Crowder absent & excused).

STREET CLOSINGS – TEMPORARY EVENTS AND DATES – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY
The agenda presented the following requests for temporary street closings.
Vicinity of Glenwood Avenue between Lane and Tucker Streets

Mr. Robert Stapleton, representing Napper Tandy’s, requests permission for a street closure on Saturday, March 15, 2014 from 11:00 a.m. until 11:59 p.m. for a St. Patrick’s Day Celebration.

The actual event will take place from 3:00 a.m. until 11:00 p.m.

He is also requesting a waiver of all City ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and permission to allow amplified sound during the event.

200 Block of South Blount Street between Hargett Street and Martin Street

Mr. Pete Pagano, representing TirNaNog, requests permission for a street closure on Saturday, March 15, 2014 from 1:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. for a St. Patrick’s Day Celebration.

The set up and break down will take place from Saturday March 15, 2014 at 8:00 a.m. until Sunday, March 16, 2014 at 2:00 a.m.

He is requesting to encumber parking spaces with the 200 Block of South Blount Street on Saturday, March 15, 2014 from 6:00 a.m. until Sunday, March 16, 2014 at 1:00 a.m.

He is also requesting a waiver of all City ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and permission to allow amplified sound during the event.

200 Block of South Blount Street between Hargett Street and Martin Street

Mr. Pete Pagano, representing Tir Na Nog, requests permission for a street closure on Saturday, March 29, 2014 from 9:00 a.m. until Sunday, March 30, 2014 at 2:00 a.m. for a Craft Beer Event.

The actual event will take place from 4:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m.

He is also requesting to encumber the parking spaces within the 200 Block of South Blount Street on Saturday, March 29, 2014 at 6:00 a.m. until Sunday, March 30, 2014 at 1:00 a.m.

He is also requesting a waiver of all City ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on city property and permission to allow amplified sound during the event.

Vicinity of City Plaza, 400 Block of Fayetteville Street

Ms. Leann Ishak, representing Lebanese Festival, requests permission for a street closure on Saturday, April 5, 2014 from 7:00 a.m. until 10:00 p.m. for a Lebanese Cultural Festival.

The actual event will take place from 11:00 a.m. until 8:30 p.m.

She is also requesting no parking signs be posted on Saturday, April 5, 2014 from 7:00 a.m. until 10:00 p.m.

She is also requesting a waiver of all City ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and permission to allow amplified sound during the event.

Vicinity of Horne Street between Hillsborough Street and Vanderbilt Street

Mr. David Dean, representing the Hillsborough Street Community Service Corporation, requests permission for a street closure on Saturday, April 12, 2014 from 12:00 p.m. until Sunday, April 13, 2014 at 1:00 a.m. for an outdoor event.

The actual event will take place on Saturday, April 12, 2014 from 3:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m.

He is also requesting a waiver of all City ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and permission to allow amplified sound during the event.

1100 Block of South Saunders Street

Mr. Kris Weiss, representing Ray Price Harley Davidson, requests permission for a street closure on Saturday, April 19, 2014 from 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. for a Customer Appreciation Day.

Vicinity of Limerick Drive from Waterbury Drive to Calvary Drive

Ms. Bridget Mulder, representing her neighborhood, requests permission for a street closure on Saturday, May 3, 2014 from 4:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. for a neighborhood festival.

She is also requesting a rain date of Sunday, May 4, 2013 from 4:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m.

She is also requesting permission to allow amplified sound during the event.

400 Block of Fayetteville Street from Davie Street to the Marriott Circle

Mr. Frank Bloom, representing the Downtown Raleigh Alliance, requests permission for a street closure on all Fridays, May 23, 2014, May 30, 2014, June 6, 2014, June 13, 2014, June 20, 2014 and June 27, 2014 from 5:00 p.m. until 10:30 p.m. for PNC Raleigh Movie Nights.

He is also requesting a waiver of all City ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and permission to allow amplified sound during the event.

00 Block of Edenton Street between Wilmington Street and Salisbury Street

Mr. Ed Romanoski, representing the Marine Corp. League, requests permission for a street closure on Monday, May 26, 2014 from 11:00 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. for Memorial Day celebrations.

Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions noted on the reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Weeks – 7 ayes (Crowder absent & excused).

CAPITAL BOULEVARD SIDEWALK PROJECT – MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE CONTRACT WITH MICHAEL BAKER ENGINEERING

The consultant selection process has been followed and an agreement was negotiated with the selected consultant, Michael Baker Engineering, for the Capital Boulevard Sidewalks Improvement project (Spring Forest Road to Old Wake Forest Road).  The negotiated design fee is $161,816 to include sidewalk design, utility relocations, storm drainage, erosion control, traffic control, pavement marking, and traffic signalization plans.  The total fee is in line with current market fee estimates.  The consultant is proposing to use 3.5% Small Disadvantaged Minority and Women Owned Business (SDMWOB) participation.  Design funding is included in a previously executed municipal agreement using Surface Transportation Program Direct Apportionment (STP-DA) funds through the Federal Highway Administration.
Project design will be covered by 80% federal funding with a 20% local match.  The North Carolina Department of Transportation has provided concurrence with the design fee as recommended.  Funds are appropriated in the project budget.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the contract.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Weeks – 7 ayes (Crowder absent & excused).  

BICYCLE IMPROVEMENTS – DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION – MUNICIPAL AGREEMENT – AUTHORIZED

The City was awarded a $1.1 million dollar grant from the federal Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement (CMAQ) program to construct at least 27 miles of marked, on-road bicycle facilities.  Candidate projects have been selected in order of priority per the adopted bicycle plan and previously adopted capital improvement projects.  The CMAQ program requires a 20% local match in the amount of $225,000 for this project; funds are appropriated for the required match.  The North Carolina Department of Transportation requests the execution of a municipal agreement to secure the funding commitment and to allow the City to proceed with implementation.
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the municipal agreement.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Weeks – 7 ayes (Crowder absent & excused).  

BUDGET AMENDMENTS – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
The agenda presented the following recommended budget amendments:

Convention and Performing Arts Complex - $126,469 - To appropriate excess revenue received from September 2013 International Bluegrass Music Association event.

Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources Department - $13,879 - To fund the purchase of trees for the NeighborWoods program.

Police Department – $11,500 - To appropriate funding from the sale of ammunition brass at the training range to purchase various supplies and fixtures.

Information Technology - $7,000 - To appropriate funding from IBM ($5,000) and Red Hat ($2,000) in support of the Digital Connectors Program.

The agenda outlined the revenue and expenditure accounts involved in the various budget amendments. 

Recommendation:  Approval of the budget amendments as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Weeks – 7 ayes (Crowder absent & excused).  See Ordinance 274 TF 225.
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – 3125 WOODPECKER COURT – DUDLEY CONSTRUCTION – CHANGE ORDER #1 – APPROVED

A rehabilitation construction project in the amount of $298,550 was awarded to Dudley Construction for the rehabilitation of six units located at 3125 Woodpecker Court.  The units, built in 1981, are currently part of the Affordable Rental Housing portfolio, which is managed under contract by Barker Realty.  Once the work has been completed, the units will be available for low-to-moderate income renters.

The original contract with Dudley Construction was designed to address upgrades including roof replacement, interior painting, carpet replacement, kitchen cabinet replacement, HVAC unit upgrades, and any associated electrical repairs.  Following commencement of preliminary work, extensive mold, water, and termite damage was discovered that should be addressed to bring the units up to code.  An itemized breakdown of the additional cost was included in the Agenda packet.

Contract History:
Original Contract Amount:
$298,550

Change Order Number One:
125,283

Demolition interior sheetrock walls and ceilings for mold remediation; complete sheetrock replacement, structural repairs as the result of termite and water damage.  Upgrade existing framing, electrical upgrades, and installation of fire blocking.

New Contract Amount:

$423,833

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the Change Order.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Weeks – 7 ayes (Crowder absent & excused).  

DUKE ENERGY CENTER FOR PERFORMING ARTS – VENTILATION IMPROVEMENTS – MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE CONTRACT WITH BOLTON CONSTRUCTION
On February 18, 2014, formal bids were received and publicly opened to replace air handlers and improvements to duct systems serving the Duke Energy Center for the Performing Arts.  A total of three bids were received.
The lowest bid was submitted by Bolton Construction and Service, LLC in the amount of $1,773,000.  Small Disadvantaged Minority and Women Owned Business (SDMWOB) participation is 7%.  Funds are appropriated and will be transferred administratively.
Memorial Auditorium will be closed from June 23 to July 21 and again from August 4 to September 28.  The remainder of the performing arts facility will remain open and operational throughout the duration of work.
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute a contract with Bolton Construction and Services, LLC.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Weeks – 7 ayes (Crowder absent & excused).  

TRAFFIC – VARIOUS CHANGES – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented recommended changes in the Traffic Code relating to car sharing zone on Lane Street and no parking zone on a portion of Stanhope Avenue.  The agenda outlined the exact locations involved and why the recommendations were being made.

Recommendation:  Approve as amended and authorize the appropriate changes in the traffic code as included in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda – Odom/Weeks – 7 ayes (Crowder absent & excused).  See Ordinance 275.

END OF CONSENT AGENDA

OPEN DATA PROGRAM – AUTHORIZATION TO PARTICIPATE IN PILOT PROJECT
The Open Data program seeks to collaborate with six other municipalities on a pilot project to design a sustainable marketplace for applications using open government data.  The sustainable marketplace is based on the concept of a two-sided marketplace.  The Sustainable Data Markets project is sponsored by the City of Nashville (Tennessee), Vanderbilt University and the National Science Foundation.

The overall goal of the proposed project is to create a smart Platform for Open Innovation and Sustainable Entrepreneurship (POISE) that overcomes innovation barriers and creates an associated ecosystem amongst Nashville and the five other partner cities (Albuquerque, Boston, Palo Alto, Raleigh, and San Francisco), guided by Vanderbilt University and Socrata.
Socrata is a vendor to the City and currently under contract to assist with the open data program.
The goal of the project is for the six cities to serve as a pilot that can subsequently be scaled online for any jurisdiction and any developer to participate through the POISE platform. The platform will overcome these innovation barriers by transitioning and incorporating prior research endeavors from the Institute for Software Integrated Systems at Vanderbilt University.  Additional information was included in the agenda packet.
Recommendation:  Authorize the Mayor to execute a letter of support for City participation in the pilot project.  

Mayor McFarlane stated she withdrew this from the Consent Agenda as she would just like to have a little more information as to what its all about.  Chief Information Officer Roper and Information Technology Representative Nicole E. Raimundo explained this is a program that will allow the City of Raleigh to participate and cooperate in this pilot program.  It will allow different apps to be developed.  Ms. Baldwin pointed out this shows leadership in a field the Council has set as a priority therefore she would move approval.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks.  Mr. Odom questioned the cost with Ms. Raimundo pointing out there is no cost involved, it is funded through a grant from the National Science Foundation.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Crowder who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
RESURFACING CONTRACT – MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE CONTRACT WITH BARNHILL CONTRACTING

Pursuant to adverstisement as required by law bids were received and publicly opened on February 6, 2014 for the Resurfacing Program, PW 2014-2 with Barnhill Contracting submitting the low bid of $4,403,700.  Small Disadvantaged Minority and Women Owned Business (DMWOW) participation is 33.0%.  Funding is appropriated in the capital budget.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute a contract with the low bidder.

Mr. Maiorano stated he had withdrawn with from the Consent Agenda as after discussion with the City Attorney he feels he needs to request to be excused.  This is a client of his firm.  Ms. Baldwin moved that Mr. Maiorano be excused from participation.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Crowder absent & excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

Ms. Baldwin moved approval of the item as recommended.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Maiorano who was excused from participation and Mr. Crowder who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-0 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

NO REPORT

SPECIAL ITEMS

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – SALE OF CITY PROPERTY – HELD

During the February 18, 2014 Council meeting, the Budget and Economic Development Committee was prepared to make the following recommendation:

Sale the four (4) lots listed below via Request for Proposals (RFP) pursuant to NCGS 169A-267:

Address

         Zoning

    Size


Value

422 S. Bloodworth St

RB

.07 acres

$38,000

424 S. Bloodworth St

RB

.07 acres

$38,000

325 and 327 E. Cabarrus St
RB

.09 acres

$48,000

At the request of Mayor McFarlane, it was directed that the item be held and placed on this agenda.  A copy of the Request for Proposals issued by the Community Development Department was included with the agenda packet.

Mayor McFarlane pointed out she had requested that the item be held over but we have not received any additional information from staff.  She stated Mr. Smith has asked that it be held for 30 days.  He is working on a proposal.  City Manager Hall pointed out we will hold the item and give a report back to Council when we hear from Mr. Smith.  Without objection it was agreed to follow that course of action.  
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

PARK SYSTEM PLAN UPDATE – INFORMATION RECEIVED – PUBLIC PROCESS AUTHORIZED

City Manager Hall indicated this is information and update to the City Council outlining priorities, process, etc., prior to the public process that will take place as it relates to the system plan update.  He stated following the public hearing process, it is anticipated this item will come back to Council along with the public input comments and be discussed possibly at one of the Council’s work sessions.  

Cassie Schumacher – Georgopoulous, Parks and Recreation and Cultural Resource indicated they are before Council to provide an update on the vision and implementation chapters of the system plan in collaboration with the System Plan Consultant AECOM.  She stated Council received the draft to begin implementing the goals, objectives and action items of the plan.  The project reflects citizen priorities identified throughout extensive public input process as well as staff analyst of systems and facilities.  She expressed appreciation to all of the volunteers, the members of the system plan task force, Councilor Gaylord, staff and others, and pointed out Council had been provided a packet of information and the slides of the presentation.  She introduced Dave Barth of AECOM.

Mr. Barth went through the presentation outlining public participation, workshop, vision, experience base system and draft action items.  He pointed out this is in no way a report to fix anything he commended the Council on the resources they have made available to the public, talked about anticipated growth and how in the face of the growth the City can maintain the in creditable quality of life it presently enjoys.  He went through the planning process touching on the key points, talked about existing conditions, needs and priorities assessment visioning and the implementation plan.  He explained the public participation which included some 4,500 participates and over 6,000 hours of citizens time including the CACs, Planning Committees, Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board, etc.  He talked about the on line visits which included over 58,000 page views, 18,850+ visits, number of signups, comments and ideas.  He went over the summary needs and priorities.  

Mr. Barth talked about the work shop, vision process, the number of sessions, participants and pointed out the guiding principles include connectivity and accessibility, equitable distribution, continued reinvestment, collaboration and coordination, balance, experience, innovation, communication and engagement. He went over the subsystem visions in the areas of parks, natural environments, greenways, program and services, athletics, historic resources, arts and growth centers.  He talked about the system plan vision for its parks, recreation and cultural resources system is “bringing people to parks and parks to people.”  He talked about an experienced base system that is, measuring the delivery of services and the types of measurements.  He stated currently there are 23.4 acres per 1,000 people of park land.  By 2035, 16.5 acres per 1,000 people if no new acreages added which means we need some 2,000+ acres to keep up with growth.  He talked about the various levels of service as it relates to quality, access, how most residents want their basic needs met and talked about the need or desire for regional recreational activities.  He stated today Raleigh has a good level of acreage, has some needs for specific facility types, has a well maintained system with vast program offerings but does have gaps in service areas.  He talked about meeting the needs in the gap areas, where we are in a comprehensive program and responding to the context.
Mr. Barth talked about the information framework, strategic plan and action items.  He indicated the action item priorities include focus on results of needs and priority assessment, more partnerships, respond to changing/increasing needs, enhanced connectivity and community wide benefits.  He talked about the implementation of capital projects, which total $106,775,000 of needs.  Park and facility improvements make up $56,425,000, cultural site improvements - $7,500,000, greenway projects $15,600,000 and land acquisition and development of $27,250,000.

Parks Recreation and Cultural Resources Director Diane Sauer stated the final part of the presentation today will focus on the proposed capital implementation projects explaining the list of proposed projects was included in Council backup information and was based on four areas; last 14 months of public input into the system plan, information/analysis from the existing conditions report that was done in the beginning of this process; annual capital improvement staff assessments; and, projects that Council has discussed and considered in the past.  She stated these projects reflect the plan’s vision, guiding principles, goals, objectives and many of the one to five year action items.  The proposed project total $106M and are divided into four categories - park and facility improvements, cultural site improvements, greenway projects, land acquisitions and development.  Ms. Saur stated on what they heard repeatedly from citizens throughout the process, the majority of these projects 68% of them focus on reinvesting back into our existing Parks and Recreation and Cultural Resource Department; 22% are new development and 10% is for land acquisition.  She stated the City has a great system, a department Raleigh citizens support and are proud of but it is a very aging system.  The average age of centers is 34 years old, the average age of a swimming pool in Raleigh is 26 years old.  It is important to recognize that the proposed list is a prioritized list and does not reflect the total needs.  

As the public review and input discussions, process begins, the full draft plan will be available to the public and goes on line March 17.  

There will be four open houses, CAC presentations, and a joint meeting with the planning committee and the Parks Board on Saturday, March 28.  Ms. Saur explained the process and expectation that a recommendation will come to the council the first week in May.  She stated they are also in the process of developing greenway guidelines that will also be reviewed by the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board as well as the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission.  The Department is also in the process of selecting a consultant to work with them on our first Raleigh Arts plan.  The Parks and Recreation Cultural Resources Department is excited about the direction that the system plan is taking the city.  In preparation for implementing this plan the department has been working to create a new mission statement and a new set of organization values which they have not done this in over 20 years and we felt what a great opportunity to address how much Raleigh and the department has changed.  Every employee that works for the department has had an opportunity for input into the mission statement and looks forward to presenting that to Council.  
Mr. Schumacher-Georgopoulos gave information on the procedures, location and dates of the open houses and opportunities for public input .

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION – REPORT – HELD UNTIL THE SECOND MEETING IN APRIL

During the December 3, 2013 Council meeting, the Human Relations Commission (HRC) provided a report on the background, history and composition of the Commission.  During discussion of the item it was pointed out the group is working on other items such as discrimination policies, self-assessment, etc.  It was directed that the item be placed on the March 4, 2014 meeting for further discussion after receiving the report from the Commission.

The Council also agreed to hold appointments to the Commission until discussion of the report.
The Commission continues to work on the report, requests additional time, and recommends that the requested report be provided to Council during an April meeting.

It was agreed to hold the item until the second meeting in April.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

EXPLORIS – POTENTIAL LEASE – WITHDRAWN BY THE APPLICANT; DIRECTION GIVEN TO STAFF
Mayor McFarlane reported by split vote, the Budget & Economic Development Committee had planned to recommend not pursuing a rental agreement with Exploris for property located at 215-219 South Person Street.  She stated however the City had received a letter from representatives of Exploris indicating they want to withdraw their request.  She stated the request has been withdrawn but Council would ask staff to work with Exploris representatives on finding another location.  The comments were received.  
ORANGE COUNTY – JOINT PURCHASE OF PROPERTY – APPROVED

Mayor McFarlane reported the Real Estate Division of the Budget and Economic Development Committee by unanimous vote recommends authorizing the purchase of the Halley Creek Tract with the City’s portion not to exceed $4,000.  The property is located in Orange County adjacent to existing conservation projects.  The parcel is 3.33 acres and will protect approximately 600 feet of stream frontage that drains into the Eno River.  The property would be protected perpetuity and be managed by Orange County.  On behalf of the Committee, the Mayor moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks.  Mr. Odom questioned if anyone other than the City of Raleigh has purchased property for this use.  The motion as stated as put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Crowder absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

REZONING Z-11-12 – STRICKLAND ROAD DEVELOPMENT PLAN – REMOVED

Chairperson Stephenson reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends that this item be reported out of committee with no action taken.  On behalf of the committee, Mr. Stephenson moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Crowder absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

NO REPORT

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

NO REPORT

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE TECHNOLOGY AND COMMUNICATION COMMITTEE

BROADBAND FIBER LOOP INSTALLATION – UPDATE – REMOVED FROM THE COMMITTEE AGENDA

Chairperson Gaylord reported the Technology and Communication Committee recommends that the update of the broadband fiber loop installation be reported out of committee with no action taken and so moved.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks.  Ms. Baldwin pointed out here we are talking about 125 miles of cable being laid in the City of Raleigh.  It will bring in a lot of business and help save taxpayers money.  She expressed appreciation to the staff for having the foresight to work on this project pointing out it is a good example of departments working together to position things for the future.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Crowder who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0.
BUDGET WEB VISUAL TOOLS COST ANALYSIS – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA

Chairperson Gaylord reported the Technology and Communication Committee recommends removing the item Budget Web Visual Tools Cost Analysis from the agenda with no action taken.  He expressed appreciation for the staff for the good work done on this project.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Gaylord moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Crowder who as absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

SOLARIZE RALEIGH PROGRAM – REDIRECTED TO SOLARIZE LIGHT CONCEPT

Chairperson Gaylord reported the Technology and Communication Committee recommends the Solarize Raleigh program be redirected to a solarize light concept.  He stated this doesn’t require any action on the part of the City or doesn’t require the City to do anything therefore the Committee is recommending that the item be reported out with no action taken.  In response to comments, Ms. Baldwin indicated this will refocus the program to education rather than installation.  Mr. Gaylord moved that the item be removed from the agenda with no action taken.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Crowder who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
DeCODE RALEIGH – MADISON PROJECT – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Chairperson Gaylord reported the Technology and Communication Committee recommends DeCode Raleigh – Madison Project be referred to administration with a recommendation back to the full Council.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Gaylord moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Crowder who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
COMMITTEES – SCHEDULE ANNOUNCED

Mayor McFarlane reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee will not be meeting on Tuesday, March 11, 2014.  Chairperson Weeks reported the Public Works Committee will not be meeting on March 11.  Ms. Baldwin stated she was not sure whether the Law and Public Safety Committee would be meeting it depends on whether one of the issues is ready for discussion.  She would make an announcement later.  Mr. Gaylord pointed out the Technology and Communication Committee will not be meeting.  The comments were received.

REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mr. Weeks talked about the work of the Boys and Girls Club.  He stated a number of the kids involved in that club were taken to see the Harlem Globetrotters.  He stated the club did an outstanding job and he was glad to see the work of that group.

CITY MANAGER – EVALUATION – POSTPONED

Mayor McFarlane indicated the Council had planned to hold the evaluation of the City Manager Hall.  She stated however, it has been delayed until the March 18 meeting when all Council members could be present.

CITY COUNCIL LIAISONS – CONFIRMED

Mayor McFarlane presented a list of City Council Liaisons stating she thought they had been approved; however, the City Clerk had stated they had not been presented to Council.  She stated she would like to officially present the list as follows:
Appearance Commission - Crowder
Arts Commission - Maiorano
Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee - Stephenson
Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (CAMPO-TAC) – McFarlane/Stephenson
Convention Center Commission – Odom

Cultural Festival – Weeks

Downtown Housing Improvement Corporation – Baldwin

Downtown Raleigh Alliance – Baldwin

Fair Housing Hearing Board – Weeks

Greater Raleigh Convention and visitors Bureau (GRCVB) – Gaylord

Historic Districts Commission – Stephenson

Human Relations Commission – Weeks

Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board – Maiorano

Raleigh City Museum – Odom

Raleigh Transit Authority – Baldwin

Substance Abuse Advisory Commission – Gaylord

Triangle Transit Authority – Baldwin

Triangle J CORE Group – Crowder

Triangle J Council of Government – Crowder

Upper Neuse Basin Committee – McFarlane

Ms. Baldwin moved confirmation of the list as presented.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Crowder who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

METRO MAYORS MEETING – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mayor McFarlane talked about the recent Metro Mayors meeting in Charlotte. She expressed appreciation to the Mayor of Charlotte and Governor McCrory who came and visited with the group.  She again expressed appreciation to all who attended and to Charlotte’s Mayor for hosting the event.  

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN REPORT – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Ms. Baldwin stated the missed the last meeting and there was an item on the agenda from the Planning Department of an update of their work program.  She talked about some of the items that were reported including innovation district shared economy, etc.  She stated these are items that she has been working on for some time and she is pleased with the progress report.  
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PARTNERS – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Ms. Baldwin talked about the economic development partnership and the South by Southwest event that representatives from Raleigh will be attending.  She stated it is an exciting adventure and she feels a lot would be learned.  Mayor McFarlane stated she would not be on the bus for the road trip but would be attending.  The comments were received.

APPOINTMENTS

BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMISSION – NO ACTION TAKEN

The City Clerk reported there is one vacancy on the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission.  The ballot vote resulted as follows:  Paul Nevill – 4 (Odom, Baldwin, Maiorano, Weeks); Harry Johnson – 3 (Gaylord, Stephenson, McFarlane).  

Since no member received 5 votes the item will be carried over until the next meeting.

DANGEROUS DOG COMMITTEE – NO ACTION TAKEN

Pursuant to state statute (G.S. 67-4.1), the City shall designate an appeals board related to dangerous dog declarations.  The current board has not recently met, but an appeal of “dangerous dog” declaration has been received.  It is recommended that the following persons be confirmed as the City appellate board for complaints relative to dangerous dogs:

Lawrence E. Wray (reappointment)

Joe Blomquist

Mary Callie

Ms. Baldwin asked about the Dangerous Dog Committee and exactly what it represents.  The City Clerk explained it is required by State Law and relates to appeals.  An appeal has been received which is probably the first one in about 10 years and we need to reconstitute or appoint a committee.  Ms. Baldwin questioned how many appeals had been heard with the Clerk reported probably only about 3 in the last 20 years or so; however, one has been received but very possibly it can be resolved and the committee does not need to meet immediately; however, there is a need to reconstitute the committee in case it is not resolved.  Ms. Baldwin asked to hold the item as she would like to think about it with the City Clerk pointing out that is no problem as the appeal is pending and could be resolved.
NOMINATIONS

ARTS COMMISSION – NANCY NOVELL AND JASON CRAIGHEAD REAPPOINTED – ONE VACANCY REMAINING

The terms of Bob Rankin, Nancy W. Novell and Jason Craighead are expiring.  Mr. Rankin is not eligible for reappointment due to length of service.  Ms. Novell and Mr. Craighead are both eligible and would like to be considered for reappointment.
Ms. Baldwin moved that the Council suspend rules and reappoint Ms. Novell and Mr. Craighead by acclamation.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor McFarlane and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative accept Mr. Crowder who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

The City Clerk stated she had received a nomination from Mr. Maiorano and Ms. Baldwin for Stan Williams.  Mr. Weeks nominated Chanda Branch.  The item will be carried over until the next meeting.  

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT- J. CARR MCLAMB - REAPPOINTED

The term of J. Carr McLamb is expiring on the Board of Adjustment.  He is eligible for reappointment and would like to be considered for reappointment.  Mr. Gaylord moved the Council suspend its rules and reappointment Mr. McLamb by acclamation.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Crowder who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY BOARD – VACANCIES ANNOUNCED

The terms of Donna J. Coleman, Tommy Craven and Benson Kirkman are expiring.  They are not eligible for reappointment as each has served six years.  Mr. Stephenson nominated Robert Gelblum.  The item will be carried over to the next meeting.
PLANNING COMMISSION – MITCHELL A. FLUHRER – REAPPOINTED

The City Clerk reported the term of Mitchell A. Fluhrer is expiring.  He is eligible for reappointment and would like to be considered for reappointment.  Ms. Baldwin moved that the Council suspend its rules and reappointment Mr. Fluhrer by acclamation.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor McFarlane and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Crowder who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote. 
RALEIGH DURHAM AIRPORT AUTHORITY – NOMINATIONS MADE

The City Clerk reported the term of Geoff Elting was extended until the end of March in order for him to continue to serve until completion of the new terminal.  Mr. Elting is not eligible for reappointment.  Mayor McFarlane nominated Tom Bradshaw, Jr.  Mr. Maiorano nominated Heather Denny.  The item will be carried over until the next meeting.

RALEIGH TRANSIT AUTHORITY – RESIGNATION ACCEPTED; SHERITA MCCULLERS ELEVATED TO REGULAR MEMBERSHIP; ALTERNATE VACANCY ANNOUNCED

The City Clerk reported a letter of resignation has been received from Lemuel Duncan Whitsett V.  His resignation was effective February 28, 2014.  

Past policy indicates when there is a vacancy for a regular member, the longest serving alternate moves up and a vacancy for an alternate is declared.  Following that direction, Sherita McCullers should be elevated to regular membership effective immediately, which would create a vacancy for an alternate member.

Mayor McFarlane moved the recommendation as outlined be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and put to a vote which passed with all members voting in the affirmative except Crowder who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMISSION – MICHAEL BIRCH – REAPPOINTED

The City Clerk reported the term of Michael Birch is expiring.  He is eligible for reappointment and would like to be considered for reappointment.  Mayor McFarlane moved that the Council suspend its rules and reappointment Mr. Burch by acclamation.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor rule the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote (Crowder absent and excused).
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

NONE

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK

NONE

CLOSED SESSION

CLOSED SESSION – HELD

Mayor McFarlane stated a motion is in order to enter closed session pursuant to G.S.143-318.11(a)(5) for the purpose of instructing City staff concerning negotiation for acquiring property in the downtown area.

On behalf of the Council, Mayor McFarlane moved approval of the motion as read.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Crowder who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote and the Council went into closed session at 2:10 p.m.

The Council reconvened in open session at 2:30 p.m.  Mayor McFarlane reported the Council had given direction to staff regarding a real estate item.  

RECESS

There being no further business, Mayor McFarlane ruled the meeting recessed until 7:00 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk

Jt/CC-WS03-04-14
The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular reconvened meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 4, 2014 in the City Council Chamber of the Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with all members present except Mr. Crowder and Mr. Gaylord.  Mayor McFarlane called the meeting to order indicating Mr. Crowder and Mr. Gaylord were excused from the meeting.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.  

WORK SESSIONS – ANNOUNCED

Mayor McFarlane pointed out staff has polled everyone on Council and announced that the City Council will meet in two work sessions as follows:  Thursday, March 20 from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. for a public utilities work session and Wednesday, April 2, from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. for a general budget work session.  Both work sessions will be in the City Council Chamber.  

REQUEST AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

SIGN CRITERIA – PROPOSED TEXT CHANGE RELATING TO PD MASTER PLAN – PUBLIC HEARING – AUTHORIZATION TO MOVE FORWARD
Mack Paul was at the meeting to request permission to file a text change to allow revisions to the uniform sign criteria as a part of a PD master plan without rezoning the property.  Mr. Paul stated with the adoption of the UDO some technical issues that it is felt need clarification and/or correction are showing up.  He stated under the old code one was able to get an amendment to the master plan as it relates to sign criteria and other issues.  Under the UDO, amendments to the master plan are very tight and any change requires a new zoning.  He stated he is asking for permission to file a text change to add the ability to amend the sign criteria to the list of things that could be handled without going through a total rezoning.
Planner Travis Crane explained the master plan process pointing out there is a list of things that can be modified at staff level.  The old code did allow for the unified sign criteria to be amended by staff but the UDO has removed that ability.  There are special amendments in the UDO that staff can approve and he thinks Attorney Paul is asking to add sign criteria under certain conditions to the list.  He stated if the Council wishes to allow this, they should authorize Attorney Paul to submit a petition to change that section and it would go to public hearing.  Mr. Odom moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Crowder and Mr. Gaylord who were absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-0 vote.

TEXT CHANGE – MODIFYING TREE CONSERVATION AREA PRIORITIES AND HOW ALTERNATIVES CAN BE MET – REFERRED TO COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

Attorney Mack Paul presenting the Technical Review Group was at the meeting to request authorization to file a text change to modify tree conservation area priorities consistent with the legacy code.  Attorney Paul indicated in the days just prior to adoption of the UDO the Council dealt with many issues looking at changes in various ways.  He talked about the discussions that took place on this issue either at the street or multi-lot area.  He stated they would like permission to file and take it through the process and look at the old code as guidance.  Mayor McFarlane pointed out she thought a decision was made and talked about urban form and stated before considering going to public hearing she would suggest that it be looked at further in the Comprehensive Planning Committee.
Mr. Odom questioned if the next item relating to clarifying how alternatives can be met under the tree conservation ordinance falls in the same category as just discussed.  Attorney Paul talked about the discussions that took place in the adoption of the UDO pointing out there were proposals from staff for different methods to clarify the issue relative to how alternatives could be met.  He stated there was not enough time to vet or the City Council did not want to look at alternatives at that point, but he felt it was good to bring it back to the floor with perhaps a little more time to vet the issue.  

Mayor McFarlane stated she feels we need to have discussion at the Comprehensive Planning Committee level before making a decision.  She stated she feels this could be a part of the discussion so she would suggest the item be referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee with Mr. Odom questioning if the Mayor is talking about both items.  Mayor McFarlane stated she was suggesting that both items go to committee.  Attorney Paul questioned if he should file specific language.  How to proceed was talked about with various Council members indicating it would be good to look at both of the issues and if there are examples of where there are problems the Council should know about that and address the problems before we get too far along.  Without further discussion the two items were referred to Comprehensive Planning Committee.  

WATER BILL – WALDEN WOODS HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION – WITHDRAWN

Ramona Cummings had requested permission to discuss the Walden Woods Homeowners Association water bill.  It was pointed out by the Clerk that this item has been resolved.
SOUTH CARSON STREET – RIGHT-OF-WAY DEDICATION – APPROVED

David L. York representing J. R. Huntleigh Homes, LLC had requested approval of the dedication of right-of-way for South Carson Street associated with a recombination application under review by City Administration.

Attorney Beth Trahos pointed out Attorney York is sick and she was standing in for him.  She explained the issue pointing out the recombination is going through staff; however, staff is not authorized to accept right-of-way dedication as a part of a recombination process.  She pointed out the location of the lots pointing out two of the interior lots do not have street frontage.  This dedication would allow all the lots to have frontage.  She talked about the UDO which requires each lot to front on a public street.  She stated all of the new lots would meet the requirements of R-10 and during the recombination they are offering sidewalk installation and rain gardens on each lot.  She indicated as she understands everyone supports their requests.

Planner Eric Hodge pointed out Attorney Trahos presented the request accurately.  He pointed out staff has been working with the applicant and the applicant has agreed to provide 6 foot sidewalks and rain gardens all of which are not a part of the requirements.  Staff supports the request.  Ms. Baldwin moved approval as requested.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Maiorano and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Crowder and Mr. Gaylord who were absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-0 vote.

BOY SCOUTS – WELCOMED

Mayor McFarlane welcomed a large group of Boy Scouts who were attending the meeting and expressed appreciation for their time and interest in local government.

MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

SEWER INSTALLATION SU-2014- – KNOLLROCK DRIVE – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider the installation of 120 feet of eight-inch sewer main in Knollrock Drive to serve property at 6001 Lead Mine Road with assessment on a front footage basis to apply. (PU 2014-1).  The Mayor opened the hearing, no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Odom moved adoption of a resolution directing the project as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Gaylord and Mr. Crowder who were absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-0 vote.  See Resolution 877.

SEWER INSTALLATION – PU-2014-2 – CORONADO DRIVE – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider the installation of 110 linear feet of eight-inch sewer main in Coronado Drive near Manchester Drive with assessment on a per lot or front footage basis to apply.  (PU 2014-2).  Mr. Maiorano pointed out this a new line being installed to serve one lot.  He stated there is concern as surrounding property owners were notified.  Assistant Public Utilities Director Robert Massengill indicated the property owner who requested this installation is the only property that will be assessed the adjacent properties are already served.  He stated it was a general letter as we inform all property owners that may be impacted by the installation.  He stated however no one will be assessed except the one property owner who made the request.  No one else asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Ms. Baldwin moved adoption of a resolution directing the project as advertised.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Gaylord and Mr. Crowder who were absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-0 vote.  See Resolution 878.
STREET IMPROVEMENTS – FOX ROAD – HEARING – HELD FOR TWO WEEKS

This was a hearing to consider the construction of a 53-foot back-to-back street including curbs, gutters, drains, and pavement, with sidewalk on both sides, on Fox Road from Spring Forest Road to Summer Boulevard with assessment to apply at the current rate $32 per linear foot. 
The Mayor opened the hearing.

James Lundy indicated he circulated the petition for this project.  He stated they are trying to get the road improvements completed, trying to get the sidewalk completed in the area, etc. 
Ms. Lundy indicated 30 years when Fox Road was built the assessment was paid.  She stated there is pavement on Fox Road but there are several lots that were left behind.  When the money was paid the road was dirt, 10 years later the road was paved and they still want curb and gutter.  She stated what was paid 30 years ago was for the whole property and none of that property should be assessed.  The family paid $2,500 and they should not have to pay for this. 

Assessment Specialist Jimmy Upchurch indicated when the property was developed they paid a fee in lieu of.  He stated there are only four residential lots in this section of the road that are missing curb, gutter and sidewalk.  This project will complete the sidewalk, curb and gutter along the road.  Mayor McFarlane questioned what the fee in lieu of paid for and if they property has a prepayment, why would they be assessed.  Mr. Upchurch stated the City could find where the fee in lieu was paid for only one of the lots.  It was paid based on frontage.  The property has now been subdivision with Mr. Maiorano questioning if it was subdivided before or after the fee in lieu of.  Mr. Upchurch indicated they paid for a certain length and it covers only the frontage of Ms. Lundy lot.  
Mr. Odom stated if they have paid a fee in lieu and all they need is curb and gutter, he feels we should move forward with the project without assessments.  Ms. Lundy indicated her family owned all of the property and they paid a fee for all of the property.  Discussion took place as to which property has been paid for, when this subdivision occurred, who had paid and who had not.  Mr. Odom moved that the Council authorize the improvements and waive the fee for the Cokleys and nothing needs to be due on the Lundy property as it has already been paid.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin.
City Attorney McCormick indicated the Council does not have the authority to waive the fees but could simply say the property is not served or the Council could hold it for two weeks to allow administration to find out exactly what has been paid.  It was pointed out there were four parcels that would be involved in this improvement.  Two owners signed the partition and the other two did not.  Ms. Baldwin questioned why hold the issue for two weeks with the City Attorney indicating he feels administration could do a little more investigation and find out how many lots were paid for and how many lots were there when the fee in lieu of was paid.  After brief discussion, it was agreed to hold the item for two weeks to receive additional information from administration.

TRAFFIC CALMING – MILBURNIE ROAD – HEARING – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

This was a hearing to receive public input on draft designs for a neighborhood street scape project under the neighborhood traffic manual program on Milburnie Road from Raleigh Boulevard to Chatham Lane.

Jason Myers, Planning Department, gave an overview of the street, the project time line, etc.  He pointed out there have three public meetings, talked about the project which includes 8 proposed locations, explaining how each will be handled, stormwater management, traffic calming plan, locations providing access to Crabtree Greenway, bike lane locations, various cross sections, medium islands, curb extensions, landscaping, parking removal, etc.  
Mr. Weeks questioned if the CAC has been involved with Mr. Myers pointing out there were three meetings with the neighborhood that were open to the public.  He stated he went to the ECAC in January to answer questions but there was no real discussion.  Mr. Weeks had questions as to where the parking on King Charles Road will be eliminated with Mr. Myers explaining the locations.  Mr. Weeks also had questions about eliminating parking to provide bike lanes and concern that the neighborhood residents did not understand the proposal, how much parking would actually be removed and the fact that most of the properties with large lots with driveways.  Mr. Odom expressed concerned referring to Section 8 pointing out the low profile dividers for the bike lane seem dangerous and expressed concern about visibility problems etc.  Mr. Myers talked about the additional signage, pavement markings, etc.  The purpose of the traffic calming program was talked about.  Mr. Odom expressed concern relative to Section 8 where you have cars and sharrows in the same lane approaching the crosswalk as well as the landscaping which could cause visibility problems.  The hearing was opened to the public. 
Merlin Thompson, 1417 Westchester Road presented the following prepared statement.

Greetings to each of you and thanks for the opportunity to offer comments concerning the proposed changes to Milburnie Road in East Raleigh.  I have lived in this area and traveled this roadway during the past 53 years.  I first learned of the proposed changes when I observed painted lines along the street.  My first thought was that pavement repairs were going to be made, but the large areas in the middle of the street did not appear damaged.  I accessed the Raleigh Web site and found information related to this project.  I reviewed the Web site information and prepared comments which were sent to Mr. Jason Myers of Transportation Planning via the Public Affairs email address.  I did not think I would be in town to attend this meeting so I wanted someone to think about my suggestions.  Mr. Myers was responsive to my comments and in turn e-mailed me to address my comments.

I speak tonight as a resident of the area that probably uses this roadway (one to four times daily) as often as most of the street residents.  This present street was and is designed to provide safe travel for vehicles, pedestrians and bikes, whether motorized or manual, provided the operators follow the street regulations.  I think our social climate has become "that regulations are for others and not myself."

After working 35 years in an engineering profession, which included structural and electrical design with some roadway experience, my expectation is to provide designs that are safe and practical.  The public will make this plan work if constructed, but I feel there will be undesired consequences:

1.
Numerous steering changes (lateral movements) are required to stay in the traffic lanes (approximately 12 westbound, seven eastbound).  A thought occurred to me while driving through the marked areas:  if an officer saw me he might stop me for suspected DWI or DUI.

2.
Vehicles driving into and onto the street obstructions, particularly at night.

3.
Decreased turning radius at intersections to accommodate large vehicles (transit buses, fire trucks, EMS vehicles, school buses and vehicles with long trailers).

4.
Transit buses must stop in traffic lane to load and offload passengers

5.
Residents and visitors are denied street parking in order to provide space for lateral driving lanes and bike paths.

I will conclude with the following suggestions:

1.
Before or during the final design and construction, install some speed regulation signs so roadway users know what the lawful speed limit is.  Only two have been installed during my 53 years traveling this roadway.  One should be placed for each direction at each intersection along the roadway.  They will be necessary after the construction as well.  I have personally heard an officer ask a driver what the speed limit is and he answered 45 mph.  Use flags and enforcement to get the public's attention.  No 35mph regulation signs for westbound traffic exist between Shanta Drive and Raleigh Boulevard, a 1.4 mile distance.  Only one 35mph sign, located at the Raleigh Boulevard end, exists for eastbound traffic to New Bern Avenue.

2.
Extend the existing bike lanes with street parking from the east end bike lanes, which will also match the bike lanes on the west side of Raleigh Boulevard.

3.
Consider installing 4-way stop signs at Culpepper Lane and Chatham Lane.  It worked at the intersection of North King Charles Road and Glascock Street.

One additional point that the designers/planners stated is that driver vision is narrowed so he can drive smarter.  My perspective on driving is to always have the big picture and see what is around you.  These obstructions do not allow you to do that.

Thank you for your time.  I hope to continue traveling on this roadway.

Becky Buff, 2118 Milburnie Road, stated she has lived in that area some 45 years.  She stated she worked and helped plan this traffic calming issue pointing out there is great concern about traffic and speed in the area.  She stated she has grandchildren now and something needs to be done as there are more bikes and more children in the area pointing out she appreciates anything the City can do to help slow traffic.  She stated she feels if people would follow the law and not park in the existing bike lanes it would help the situation immensely.  
She had questions concerning the protected bike lanes, right movements across the protected bike lanes, the shifting of traffic from one side to the other and the design in general.  Mr. Stephenson questioned if the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission had commented on this proposal with Eric Lamb indicating not officially but they have seen it.  
Mr. Stephenson talked about the lessons learned with the Rainwater Road traffic calming, talked about concern about drivers having to deal with unexpected obstacles in the road, pedestrian safety and the feeling that stop signs have proven to be a very cheap and efficient alternative pointing out he is not sure what is being proposed is the most cost effective way to deal with speeding.  

In response to questioning from Mr. Odom and Mr. Maiorano it was pointed out the total cost would be some $366,000 including the bike lanes, landscaping and some stormwater improvements.  Each installation of stormwater improvement is some $6,000 and there are five to ten of those. 

Ms. Baldwin asked that staff explain the process utilized in the traffic calming program with it being pointed out some one request that their street be evaluated, it is evaluated and this particular street rated 68.9 out of a 100 points and it was #7 on the list.  There are some 100 streets in the traffic calming program.  How the people on the list are invited to submit petitions, design workshop, designs vetted with the community and revisions and going back to the community.  It was pointed out the vetting proposals are incorporated in the process.  The public hearing and the amount of money included in the transportation bond for traffic calming was talked about.  It was pointed out 10 to 12 people participated in each of the various meetings.  

Mr. Odom suggested holding the item at the table pointing out he would like to think about the proposal a little more.  Mr. Thompson talked about location “C” and the church at that location and how this proposal would eliminate some of the parking spaces, how parking used on Sunday would be done away with to provide bike lanes which are seldom used, whether additional bike lanes are needed, and the parking being eliminated in the Long View United Methodist Church area, and concern about eliminating parking in general.  
After brief discussion on the best course of action the item was referred to the Public Works Committee.
SEWER ASSESSMENT ROLL 1351-CREEDMOOR ROAD – HEARING – RESOLUTION CONFIRMING CHARGES ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider adoption of a resolution confirming charges for installation of a sewer main in Creedmoor Road according to charges outlined in Sewer Assessment Roll 1351 as outlined in Resolution 2014-873 adopted on February 4, 2014.  The Mayor opened the hearing, no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Odom moved adoption of a resolution confirming the charges as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Crowder and Mr. Gaylord who were absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-0 vote.  See Resolution 879.

PAVING ASSESSMENT ROLL 934 – ALLEGHANY DRIVE – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED; FUNDS TRANSFERRED

This was a hearing to consider adoption of a resolution confirming charges as outlined in Paving Assessment Roll 934 for street improvements on Alleghany Drive according to charges outlined in Resolution 2014-874 adopted on February 4, 2014.  If following the hearing, the Council adopts a resolution confirming the charges, the Council should also approve the following budget amendment to cover city-owned property:

Increase Revenue Account:

525-0000-515400-000-00000
Paving assessments - Principal
$40,000

Increase Expense Account:

525-2210-710999-975-CIP02-80010200
Paving Assessment – City Property
$40,000

The Mayor opened the hearing no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Odom moved adoption of a resolution confirming the charges as outlined and adoption of an ordinance appropriating funds as recommended.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Gaylord and Mr. Crowder who were absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-0 vote.  See Resolution 880 and Ordinance 274 TF 25.
REZONING Z-32-13 – NORTH BOYLAN AVENUE – HEARING – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider Z-32-13 – North Boylan Avenue, west side, at its intersection with Tucker Street, being Wake County pin 1704319107, which includes approximately 1.77 acres being requested by 425 Boylan, LLC to rezone the property from Office and Institution 1 with Pedestrian Business Overlay district to Office Mixed Use – Seven Stories – Urban Limited – Conditional Use (0-7-UL-CU) conditions limit height, commercial square footage and number of residential units, prohibit certain uses and limit site parking to parking structure.

Planner Travis Crane explained this is a 1.77 acre tract of property located on North Boylan Avenue.  He explained the surrounding land use pattern, presented photos of the site, went over proposed conditions dated January 6, 2014 highlighting building heights and prohibition of certain uses.  He explained the existing versus proposed zoning pointing out they are very similar because of the conditions.  He stated the Comprehensive Plan analysis indicates the proposed rezoning is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan.  The proposal is complimentary with the surrounding area and there are no outstanding issues.  Mr. Stephenson questioned if the rezoning allows retail with Planner Crane explaining the internal retail which would be allowed under the proposed zoning which is 13,100 square feet.  The Mayor opened the hearing.
Shane White representing the property owner explained the rezoning is not to change anything in the building, they are well under way.  He explained the proposed conditions and how retail would be allowed.  He stated there are businesses that will be allowed, there is no intent to have bars or nightclubs.  He stated the uses that are being requested are true ancillary uses and there is no intent to add bars nightclubs.  He explained why the rezoning is proposed.  Mr. Stephenson questioned if the applicant would be willing to add a condition that indicates that bars and night clubs are not allowed.  Mr. Crane talked about there being certain things in the UDO about time of operation, limitations on sizes, etc., that would preclude bars and nightclubs.  No one else asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Stephenson moved approval of the rezoning as requested.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Crowder and Mr. Gaylord who were absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-0 vote.  See Ordinance 276 ZC 697.
REZONING Z-28-13 – RAY ROAD – DEFERRED UNTIL APRIL 1, 2014 COUNCIL MEETING

This was a hearing to consider rezoning application Z-28-13, Ray Road, west side, between its intersections with Strickland Road and Maplefield Drive.  The request covers approximately 17.59 acres being requested by Classic Neighborhood – FC Hodings from Residential 1 with Special Highway Overlay District 1 and Watershed Protection Overlay District to Residential – 2 Conditional Use with Falls Watershed Protection Overlay with Conditions dated October 15, 2013.

Mayor McFarlane announced that the hearing will be deferred until the April 1, 2014 Council meeting to allow for required advertising.

CP-3-14 – BLAND ROAD – DEFERRED UNTIL APRIL 1, 2014

This was a hearing to consider CP-3-14 – Bland Road, both sides, between its intersection with Wake Forest Road and Trinity Court.  The future land use map designation of approximately 4.5 acres is requested by the City of Raleigh to be changed from Moderate Density residential to Office and Residential Mixed Use.

Mayor McFarlane stated this hearing would be deferred until April 1, 2014 to allow for required advertising. 

ANNEXATION – RALEIGH CONTRACTOR YARD – HEARING – ORDINANCE AND RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the petition annexation of property known as Raleigh Contractor Yard.  If following the hearing, the Council wishes to proceed with the annexation, it would be appropriate to adopt an ordinance the property effective March 4, 2014 and adoption of a resolution to place the property in City Council Electoral District A.  The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Odom moved adoption of an ordinance annexing the property effective March 4, 2014 and adoption of a resolution placing the property into City Council District A.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Crowder and Mr. Gaylord who were absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-0 vote.  See Ordinance 277 and Resolution 881.

EVIDENTIARY HEARING

S-56-13 – 201 LINDEN AVENUE – HEARING – APPROVED; TO BE PLACED ON MARCH 18, 2014 AGENDA FOR FINAL CONSIDERATION

This was a hearing to consider a request from Chance and Associates on behalf of Tephra Development, LLC for property located at 201 Linden Avenue related to approval of a proposed preliminary subdivision known as S-56-13.  The hearing is being held pursuant to Section 10.2.5.E.3.a.i and 10.1.8 of the City of Raleigh unified development ordinance.  

City Attorney McCormick indicated this subdivision would normally be an administrative approval process but since it is in the Historic Overlay District, the staff does not have the authority to approve it.  

The City Clerk swore in those persons who indicated they plan to speak.

Planner Michael Walters (sworn) explained the location and the request pointing out the property has a duplex which will remain on the property.  He explained the location of the historic overlay, presented an area view of the parcel in question, pointing out the maximum residential density would be 10 unite per acre and the density is required over the entire parcel.  He explained the Certificate of Appropriateness and the Planning Commission’s recommendation of approval.  He explained approval by the various departments and the fact that the developer is installing the sidewalk along Jones Street.

Stoney Chance (sworn) presented a packet of material explaining the request, pointing out the location and what is being requested.  He explained the street is wider than required by code, they will be installing sidewalk, talked about concern about street trees which are slated for removal because of existing conditions.  He talked about construction of the sidewalk next to the curb, reserving the existing trees, the fact that the proposal is consistent with the UDO, surrounding neighborhood, Neighborhood Conservation Overlay District.  He stated there would be only one additional structure on the property.  He pointed out the location of fire protection, etc.  Mr. Chance stated they plan to replace the existing cracked sidewalks even though it is not required.  He stated with all that is proposed in the development they are in compliance with all of the regulations. 
City Attorney McCormick indicated Mr. Chance had presented a comprehensive analysis of how this development meets all of the requirements and without objection that would be accepted into evidence.  It was pointed out all of the information had been reviewed by staff and they feel it is in compliance with all regulations.

Mr. Stephenson pointed out as he understands the underlying zoning with the existence of a duplex and construction of another, there would be additional units available.  He questioned if it is their statement that this development would be limited to one additional unit.  City Attorney McCormick explained the residential lot pointing out there will be a density available for three units.

Stewart Cullinan (sworn) pointed out it is their current plan to build one additional house.  How the proposal complies with the NCOT was talked about.

No one else asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Odom moved approval as requested.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Maiorano.  Mayor McFarlane stated as she understands this would be one lot that will comply with all requirements.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Crowder and Mr. Gaylord who were absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-0 vote.  

ADJOURNMENT
There being in further business, Mayor McFarlane announced the meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.
Gail G. Smith
City Clerk
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