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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 21, 2014 in the City Council Chamber of the Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.




Mayor Nancy McFarlane, Presiding




Mayor Pro Tem John Odom



Councilor Mary-Ann Baldwin




Councilor Thomas G. Crowder




Councilor Bonner Gaylord - (arrived late)



Councilor Wayne K. Maiorano



Councilor Russ Stephenson



Councilor Eugene Weeks

Mayor McFarlane called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Council member Eugene Weeks who also lead the Pledge of Allegiance.  
The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS

BUMPER STICKER – RALEIGH – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mayor McFarlane introduced Cody Miller student at Ida Rankin Elementary School, Mount Holly, North Carolina.  Cody’s class was given the assignment of selecting a city in North Carolina to research and develop a bumper sticker, appropriate for that city.  Cody chose the City of Raleigh.  The background is the North Carolina flag.  The R stands for the state fair you have in Raleigh.  The A stands for art.  The L stands for the Oak trees you have in Raleigh.  The E stands for Education.  The I stands for medicine.  The G stands for the State capital. The H stands for football.  In doing his research he developed a bumper sticker with the word Raleigh and within the loops of the letters depicted various attributes of the city.  Mayor McFarlane stated she had actual bumper stickers made from the graphic and they are available in the Council Chamber for any way to take.  She commended Cody for a job well done.
Cody’s teacher stated the project was to help students understand how to research and apply the knowledge gained, etc., with Mayor McFarlane commending all pointing out art and education are good.

AGENCY GRANTEE PRESENTATION – CONTEMPORARY ART MUSEUM – RECEIVED

Gab D. Smith presented the following report.

Good afternoon.  My name is Gab Smith and I am the Executive Director of CAM Raleigh YOUR contemporary art museum and urban community center in the Warehouse District.  With me today is Marjorie Hodges, director of our foundation.  I also bring you greetings from our Board of Directors. 

We are here today to say thank you for your commitment to arts and culture in our city. 

CAM Raleigh welcomes visitors from all over the city, the state and the world.  We are especially proud to offer free admission to active members of the military and their families. 

Each First Friday, more than 1,000 visitors come to CAM Raleigh to experience our exhibitions and programs that support the economic vitality of the Warehouse District. 

And each day our citizens experience CAM Raleigh outside our walls through our art partnerships with Red Hat, HO and RTP. 

We are proud of the recent recognition our artists have brought to Raleigh with mentions in the Wall Street Journal, the New York Times, WIRED and Time Magazine and this spring we are so thrilled to focus that attention on North Carolina artists. 

First up cancel your plans this Friday because we are bringing you the brightest art stars in North Carolina with the Boys and Girls Clubs Fine Art Exhibition.  Artwork by students from all seven of the clubs will be on view in our Main Gallery this Friday and through the weekend.

And in two weeks we celebrate North Carolina artists in force with the North Carolina Arts Council Fellowship Artist Award Exhibition featuring new artwork by 15 artists from across the state. 

The high quality of our exhibitions drives our education programs end our community partnerships and it is possible because of the incredible support of the City of Raleigh, the Arts Commission and our citizens.

As a token of our thanks, we would like to confer the status of Honorary Docent on each of you.  Our Middle School docents are a fantastic culmination of our exhibitions, our education programs and our community energy.  Keep it as a symbol of how our exhibitions and education programs are impacting the community and please visit us soon to experience them in action. 

We are grateful for your enthusiasm and support and especially for the opportunity to partner with you to make Raleigh an incredible city. 

Thank you Council, thank you Arts Commission and, thank you Raleigh. 

CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor McFarlane presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion.  If a Councilor requests discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  Mayor McFarlane stated the vote on the Consent Agenda will be a roll call vote.  She stated she had received the following requests to withdraw items from the Consent Agenda:  Raleigh Housing Authority – Annual Certification of Consistency (Weeks); Road Race – Falls of Neuse Road Area (Weeks); Interlocal Agreement – Wake County (Weeks); Park Construction/Crabtree Basin Wastewater System (Maiorano/Weeks).  Without objection, the items were withdrawn from the Consent Agenda.  Mr. Odom moved approval of the Consent Agenda as amended.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Gaylord who had not arrived at the meeting.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  The items on the Consent Agenda were as follows.
GREENWAY EASEMENT EXCHANGE – VILLAGE AT LAKE BOONE RESIDENTIAL INFILL – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

Grubb Ventures has offered a 0.83 acre greenway easement to support the existing House Creek Greenway in exchange for the City vacating a 0.70 acre greenway easement that no longer benefits the House Creek Greenway.  Staff has worked closely with the developer through this process and is in favor of the easement exchange.  A report was included with the agenda packet.  

Recommendation: Approve the proposed property interest exchange and authorize publication a Notice of Intent, pursuant to GS 160A-271, to conclude the proposed property interest exchange.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Gaylord absent).  See Resolution 867.

CONTINUUM OF CARE – CERTIFICATES OF CONSISTENCY – APPROVED

Agencies serving special populations such as the homeless and disabled and apply for HUD funds through grant programs, must submit a certification of consistency with the priorities of the Five-Year Consolidated Plan, a requirement for the applications to be evaluated.  The grant application is due to HUD by February 3, 2014.  The City is requested to provide a Certification of Consistency with the Consolidated Plan for four nonprofit agencies and Wake County Human Services that are applying to HUD for funds through the Wake Continuum of Care Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) application.  The application requests a total of $2,552,994 in funding for renewals of funding for 13 current projects.  Additional information was included in the agenda packet.
The projects are:
Wake County Human Services
Community Outreach Team

$220,238

Shelter Plus Care Renewal

1,187,875

Homeless Veteran Services Office

23,904

Shelter Plus Care Housing First

217,904

Community Alternatives for Supportive Abodes (CASA)

McKinney Renewal

192,594
Aurora/Harrington II

51,783

Families at Home/Oak Hollow

87,880

Salisbury Apartments

22,296

Passage Home

Ruth’s House II

199,762

Essential Services

209,671

Shelter Plus Care

11,484

Haven House Services

Preparation for Independent Living Program (PILP)
50,921

NC Housing Coalition

Homeless Management Information System (HMIS)
$76,682

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the Certifications of Consistency.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes.  (Gaylord absent)
ANNEXATION PETITIONS – VARIOUS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

The agenda presented the following petitions for annexations:

	Area Name
	Petitioner
	Acres
	Proposed Use

	Satellite Petition
	
	
	

	8917 Brandon Station Road
	Mary D and Kevin Chorley
	.72
	Residential

	8921 Brandon Station Road
	Robert V and Linda E Webber
	.69
	Residential

	Contiguous Petition – Deferral Recommended
	
	

	5431 Turkey Creek Drive
	Wayne Timberlake
	1.17
	Residential

	12304 Leesville Road
	Betty A. Bunn
	1.88
	Residential

	7709 Ray Road
	Linda Turner Fleming
	2.69
	Residential


Recommendation:  Acknowledge the annexation petitions and direct the City Clerk to check the sufficiency of the petition pursuant to State statutes and, except as noted below and if found sufficient, authorize advertisement for public hearing on February 18, 2014. 
Because the properties located at 12304 Leesville Road and 7709 Ray Road are connecting to City water only and the other utility is not available at this time, it is recommended that the annexation of these properties be deferred.

Although the property located at 5431 Turkey Creek Drive is connecting to City water and City sewer, it would be inefficient to deliver the entire package of municipal services to this individual site, therefore it is recommended that annexation of this property be deferred at this time.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Gaylord absent).

PARADE ROUTES – NAACP OF NORTH CAROLINA – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

The agenda presented the following request for a parade route.

East South Street between South Salisbury Street and South Wilmington Street, South Wilmington Street between MLK Blvd and East South Street, South Wilmington Street between East South Street and Davie Street, East Davie Street from South Wilmington Street to Fayetteville Street, Fayetteville Street between Davie Street to Morgan Street, Martin Street and Hargett Street between South Wilmington Street and South Salisbury

Mr. Peter Anlyan, representing the Reverend William Barber and the NAACP of North Carolina, requests permission to hold a walk on Saturday, February 8, 2014 from 7:00 a.m. until 2:30 p.m.

He is also requesting permission to allow amplified sound during the event.

Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions noted on the reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Gaylord absent).
STREET CLOSINGS – VARIOUS DATES AND EVENTS – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

The agenda presented the following request for temporary street closings.

200 Block of East Martin Street between South Blount Street and South Person Street, 200 Block of South Person Street from East Martin Street to East Hargett Street
Ms. Brandi Barnhardt LaDue, representing the World Beer Festival, requests permission for a street closure on Friday, April 4, 2014 at 7:00 a.m. until Sunday, April 6, 2014 at 1:00 p.m. for the annual World Beer Tasting Festival.
The actual event will take place on Saturday, April 5, 2014 from 12:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m. and again from 6:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. (Two four-hour sessions)
She is also requesting a waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and permission to allow amplified sound during the event.

Hillsborough Street from Pullen to Enterprise Street, Hillsborough Street from Enterprise Street to Brooks Avenue, 100 Blocks of Pogue, Horne, Chamberlain, Enterprise, Gardner, Maiden Lane and Logan Court

Ms. Angela Caraway, representing North Carolina State University, requests permission for a street closure on Saturday, August 23, 2014 from 3:00 a.m. until Sunday, August 24, 2014 at 3:00 a.m. for the Packapalooza Street Festival.

The actual event will take place on Saturday, August 23, 2014 from 2:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m.

She is also requesting permission to allow amplified sound during the event.
Buckingham Road
Mr. Craig Moffat, representing Moffat Pipe, Inc., requests a temporary street closure to allow the replacement of a water and sewer line on Buckingham Road, beginning January 27, 2014 through March 15, 2014.
Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions noted on the reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Gaylord absent).
PU 2014-1 – KNOLLROCK DRIVE SEWER – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

The agenda presented PU 2014-1 which called for the installation of approximately 120 lineal feet of 8-inch sewer main to serve property located at 6001 Lead Mine Road within the City limits at the owner’s request as required by NC General Statues.  It was pointed out property served by this project will be assessed for the improvements based on assessment rates established annually as allowed by NC General Statues.  The estimated cost is $15,000 and the project is inside the city limits and would be assessed on a front footage basis.

Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution of intent to schedule as public hearing on Tuesday, March 4, 2014.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Gaylord absent).  See Resolution 868.
PU 2014-2 – CORONADO DRIVE SEWER – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

This project calls for the installation of approximately 100 linear feet of 8-inch sewer main to serve property at 5301 Coronado Drive at the owner’s request.  Property served by this project will be assessed for the improvements based on assessment rates established annually as allowed by NC General Statues.  The estimated cost of the project is $16,000 and it would be assessed on a per lot or front footage basis.

Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution of intent to schedule public hearing on Tuesday, March 4, 2014.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Gaylord absent).  See Resolution 869.

GRANT – 2014 PARKS AND RECREATION TRUST FUND GRANT – STAFF AUTHORIZED TO SUBMIT

Authorization to apply for the 2014 Parks and Recreation Trust Fund (PARTF) grant from the NC Department of Environment and Natural Resources, Division of Parks and Recreation, for assistance with construction of Horseshoe Farm Nature Preserve recreational facilities is requested.
The PARTF grant requires a dollar-for-dollar match.  The current project budget consists of a project reserve of $1.6 million.  These funds support Phase 1 construction including road and dam improvements, parking, comfort station, greenway connection, picnic shelter, landscaping, and educational components.  PARTF funds of $250,000 will be requested for Phase 1B consisting of the design and renovation of the existing farmhouse.  The farmhouse rehabilitation project will provide amenities including an art gallery and an area for educational programs.
Recommendation:  Authorize staff to submit a grant application and execute the 2013-14 Basic Facts and Assurances form.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Gaylord absent).

LUMLEY ROAD/WESTGATE ROAD/EBENEZER CHURCH ROAD – PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS – ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE CONTRACT
The consultant selection process has been initiated to provide design services for this project.  Seven proposals were received.  The selection committee reviewed the proposals and interviewed the top rated firms.  As a result of the shortlist evaluation process, the selection committee recommends negotiations with the firms as ranked in the following order:

1. Stewart Engineering

2. Morton Thomas & Associates

3. Dewberry Engineers, Inc.
Stewart Engineering proposes to utilize approximately 100% Small Disadvantaged Minority and Women Owned Business (SDMWOB) sub-consultant participation.  Funding is appropriated in the project budget.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager, in accordance with City standard procedure, to negotiate a contract for professional services with Stewart Engineering.  If negotiations are not successful, negotiations will proceed in accordance with standard procedures with the next ranked firm until an agreement can be reached.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Gaylord absent). 

FIRE STATION 11 – ADDITION AND REPAIRS – ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE CONTRACT

Design services are necessary to perform professional services for planning, design, permitting, bidding, and construction administration related to Fire Station 11 Addition and Repairs and a new Fire Services Storage Building.  In accordance with City policy and State statutes, procurement of professional design services is a qualifications-based process.  On October 17, 2013, the Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for providing Design Services was advertised and released to all interested parties.  Responses to the RFQ were received on November 7, 2013 from ten teams for the requested services.  All submittals were evaluated leading to the interview of four firms.  Interviews were conducted on December 18, 2013, resulting in the recommendation of the following firms in ranked order:
1. Stewart-Cooper-Newell Architects

2. Davis Kane Architects

3. HH Architecture

4. Williard Ferm Architects

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager, in accordance with City standard procedure, to negotiate a contract for professional services with Stewart-Cooper-Newell Architects.  If negotiations are not successful with the firm listed above, negotiations will proceed in accordance with standard procedures, with the next firm, until an agreement can be reached.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Gaylord absent).
STORM DRAINAGE PETITION PROGRAM – WARD CONSULTING ENGINEERS – CONTRACT AMENDMENT #1 – APPROVED
Approval of Amendment Number One to the On-Call Contract with Ward Consulting Engineers, P.C. for engineering services, a net increase of $150,000, is requested.  This is for continued engineering services anticipated during the 2014 calendar year and for extension of the contract completion date to January 15, 2015.
Selected based upon qualifications, Ward is one of two current providers of engineering design services for the stormwater drainage cost-share program, also referred to as the drainage petitions program.  On-call design services have and will include approved petition projects involving stream stabilization and restoration, drainage pipe and culvert replacement, and other drainage system improvements.  Funds will be transferred administratively.
Original Contract Amount:

$150,000

Amendment Number One:

$150,000

New Contract Amount:

$300,000

Recommendation:  Approve the contract amendment and extension of the period of service.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Gaylord absent).
DOWNTOWN REMOTE OPERATIONS FACILITY – PUBLIC ART INSTALLATION – CONTRACT WITH AVERBUCH RAIL ART, LLC – MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE
The Downtown Remote Operations Facility public art project extended an artist call in July, 2013.  Over two hundred applications were received.  The artist selection panel identified three finalists and selected Ilan Averbuch, as the public artist for the project.  The recommendation was approved by the Public Art and Design Board on December 3, 2013.  Staff recommends that a contract be awarded to Averbuch Rail Art LLC of Long Island City, New York in an amount not to exceed $156,750.
Funding is appropriated in the project budget via the Half-Percent for Art public art ordinance.
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the contract.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Gaylord absent).
UPPER PIGEON HOUSE AND STATE STREET WATER AND SEWER MAIN ASSESSMENT PROJECT – MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE FEE AND CONTRACTS

In October 2013, the Public Utilities Department requested proposals for engineering services to assist in evaluating the condition of critical sanitary sewer and water mains believed to be in poor condition due to age, material, work order history, etc.

In addition to assessing older water transmission mains throughout the City, this assessment is focused on smaller infrastructure within two drainage basins containing some of our oldest infrastructure.  One engineering firm is selected for each drainage basin:
· The Upper Pigeon House drainage basin (approximately bounded by Oberlin Road, Fairview Road, Capital Boulevard and Hillsborough Street)

· The State Street drainage basin (approximately bounded by Fayetteville Street, Swain Street, New Bern Avenue, Davie Street, Rock Quarry Road, and Walnut Creek)

Ten proposals were received and reviewed.  The top two proposals for each basin were ranked in order based on qualifications:
Upper Pigeon House drainage basin

1. McKim and Creed

2. Arcadis

State Street drainage basin and Water Transmission Main Assessment

1. CDM Smith

2. Brown and Caldwell
Recommendation:  Authorize administration to negotiate a fee and contract with the top firm for each contract and in the event that negotiations with the selected firm are unsuccessful negotiate with the subsequent firms in order of rank.  Any contracts with a value exceeding the administrative approval of the City Manager will be brought back to City Council at a subsequent meeting.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Gaylord absent).
PUBLIC UTILITIES – EMPLOYEE AND LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM ON-CALL SERVICES BROWN AND CALDWELL AMENDMENT FOUR – APPROVED

The City currently has an agreement with Brown and Caldwell to provide On-Call engineering services, which includes the design of the Public Utilities Employee and Leadership Development program.  The proposed amendment is in the amount of $230,000, which will fund additional stakeholder meetings, employee communication plan, implementation strategy, and final program design.  Funding is appropriated in the operating budget.
Contract History:

Original Contract 
NPDES Triennial Review; Permitting
$100,000

Amendment No. One
Pump Station condition assessments
49,000

Amendment No. Two
EL&D and Pump Station rehab design
211,000

Amendment No. Three
EL&D Compensation Study
116,000

Amendment No. Four
EL&D Implementation Plan
  230,000

New Contract Amount

$706,000

Recommendation:  Approve the contract amendment.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Gaylord absent).
PERSONNEL – PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT – RECLASSIFICATION APPROVED

Reclassification of position number (5309) from Staff Support Specialist (PG 23; JC 0003) to Senior Engineering Inspector (PG 32; JC 1006) is requested.  This position is responsible for coordinating projects with contractors, citizens, NCDOT and City departments; inspecting the installation of water mains, sewer mains, storm drains, roadways, taps to meter yolks, sewer main curbs, gutters asphalt, sidewalks and driveways for compliance with City code; authorizing payments for multiple contracts; coordinating relocations; reviewing construction plans, authorizing minor changes, as well as providing interpretation of contract documents and plans.  Position functions consistent with Senior Engineering Inspector.  The reclassification has been reviewed and approved by the Human Resources Department.  The FY14 current budget will not be impacted due to amount of turnover within the division.  There are currently eight vacancies within the division.

Recommendation:  Approve the position reclassification.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Gaylord absent).

ENCROACHMENT – PLEASANT VALLEY ROAD – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

A request has been received from DukeNet Communications, LLC to put in place fiber optic cable located in the right of way of Pleasant Valley Road.  A report is in the agenda packet.
Recommendation:  Approve the encroachment subject to completion of a liability agreement and documentation of proof of insurance by the applicant.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Gaylord absent).

BUDGET AMENDMENT – PARKS, RECREATION AND CULTURAL RESOURCES – APPROVED

The agenda presented a budget amendment in the amount of $200,000 in Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources.  City has been awarded a grant from the NC Department of Environment and Natural Resources (NCDENR) to assist with construction of the portion of the Neuse River Greenway known as Riverbend and also known as Horseshoe Bend.  A match of $50,000 is required and is available in the project budget.  The grant was approved by the Grants Committee on January 3, 2013 and by City Council on January 15, 2013.
The agenda outlined the revenue and expenditure accounts involved. 

Recommendation:  Approval of Budget Amendments.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Gaylord absent).  See Ordinance 259 TF 222.

LEESVILLE ROAD WIDENING – DEVERE CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC. – MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE – FUNDS TRANSFERRED

Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, bids were received December 18, 2013 for the Leesville Road Widening Project.  DeVere Construction Company, Inc. (Raleigh) submitted the low bid of $5,561,234.  Small Disadvantaged Minority and Women Owned Business (SDMWOB) participation is 16.4%.  There is currently $3,020,652 available in the project budget; a transfer for the balance of the contract amount ($2,540,582) is required.
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the construction contract with DeVere Construction Company, Inc.  Authorize the following budget transfer:

Transferred From:

531-2210-792020-975-CIP02-94550000
Falls of Neuse Realignment and Widening
$2,540,582

Transferred To:

531-2210-792020-975-CIP02-94610000
Leesville Road Widening
$2,540,582

Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Gaylord absent).  See Ordinance 259 TF 222.

TRAFFIC – VARIOUS CHANGES – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
The agenda presented recommendations for changes in the traffic code relating to channelization on West Street, speed limit reduction on Ramblewood Drive pursuant to petition submitted in accordance with the neighborhood traffic management program, adding a new section to the traffic schedule relating to bicycle lanes, no U turn on north bound Lassiter Mill Road at Lassiter at North Hills Avenue as a result of a citizens petition for investigation and channelization change on Sugar Bush Road.  The agenda outlined the exact locations involved and the reasons for the recommended changes in the traffic code.

Recommendation:  Approved as recommended and authorization for the appropriate changes in the traffic code as included in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Gaylord absent).  See Ordinance 260

END OF CONSENT AGENDA

RALEIGH HOUSING AUTHORITY – ANNUAL CERTIFICATION OF CONSISTENCY – APPROVED; REPORT TO BE MADE ON STREET NAMING PROCEDURES
The Consolidated Plan incorporates efforts by the Raleigh Housing Authority (RHA) to establish long range goals to provide affordable housing to very low-income residents.  Included in the Plan is a description of the RHA goals for capital improvements and policies which support the needs of its residents.  The RHA Board of Commissioners has approved the agency plan.  The RHA has consistently been rated as a High Performer by the Department of Housing and Urban Development.  Community Development Department staff reviewed the request for certification and has determined that it is consistent with the City’s adopted Five-Year Consolidated Plan.
Recommendation:  Authorize the Mayor to execute the Certification of Consistency.  
Mayor McFarlane stated Mr. Weeks had requested that this item be withdrawn from the consent agenda.  

Mr. Weeks stated he withdrew this from the Consent Agenda as a lot has been said about the Raleigh Housing Authority in the last week or so, so he would like for the Council and the public to be informed what the City can do or what authority the City has over the Raleigh Housing Authority and at the same time, suggest that we hold the item for two weeks.   

Mayor McFarlane asked the City Attorney to give an overview of what authority the City Council has or does not have over the Housing Authority.  
City Attorney McCormick indicated the present housing authority was established in 1971.  He stated this and any other housing authority established under the North Carolina General Statutes indicate that the Mayor of the City makes the appointments to the Board.  The Board is independent.  The Housing Authority is a separate legal entity which has the power to sue or be sued and has political powers as the City has.  The City maintains some control including the fact that the Mayor makes the appointments when terms expire.  He stated in extraordinary situations the City Council could dissolve a housing authority but that requires actual charges of malfeasance of some sort by the individual members.  He stated if the City Council wants to go after members or wants to dissolve the entire housing authority then the city itself would be operating as the Housing Authority which means they would be operating all of the facilities and assume what he imagines is quite a bit of debt which he doesn’t feel the City Council wants to do.  He stated that is the limited oversight the City has.  
MR. GAYLORD ARRIVED AT THE MEETING AT 1:20 P.M.

Mayor McFarlane indicated Congressmen Price and Holding’s Office have expressed an interest in this issue.  Mayor McFarlane stated there has been talk about the removal of some 60 public housing units and she would like to know the plans for replacement for those units in either the short term or long term.  She stated there have also been some questions raised about the naming of the streets and she would like to get a report back on how that process takes place and how street names are approved.  Mayor McFarlane stated if there is no objection she would like to hold this as a special item for two weeks to give the Housing Authority representatives a chance to come back and talk about their long range plan in regard to those 60 units.
Mr. Weeks questioned who evaluates the Housing Authority Director with City Attorney McCormick indicating that is a responsibility of the RHA Board of Directors.  

Mr. Weeks expressed appreciation to the Mayor for bringing up the question about the street naming and asking the City Manager to look into that issue.  He expressed concern about the reduction of public housing in the City pointing out we are a city that takes pride in trying to end homelessness and at the same time the Housing Authority is talking about a plan to decrease public housing which is almost like promoting that people become homeless.  He stated he looks forward to further discussion and hearing answers to some of the questions asked by some of our representatives.  

Mayor McFarlane pointed out everyone is acknowledging that Federal money is going away.  She stated certainly Congress recognizes that the Raleigh Housing Authority has done a good job in the wake of diminishing dollars.  She pointed out at the last BED meeting, Community Development Director Grant talked about changes in HUD allocations and pointed out she is heading to Washington later today and hopes to meet with HUD Secretary.  

Mr. Crowder pointed out it is his understanding that the sale of the Capital Park units is to help leverage the purchase or creation of some more affordable housing units.  He talked about the need to maintain mixed income housing and he would like to hear the Housing Authority’s plan                                 along those lines.  

Mr. Stephenson talked about the housing element of our comprehensive plan and commitment to providing affordable housing and the policies which speak to mixed income neighborhoods, Hope VI grants and what the city was promised when Capital Park came about pointing out he feels we all have a strong interest in maintaining mixed income neighborhoods.  Mr. Weeks stated we have to be careful when we talk about mixed income we also have to look at the percentages and the need of keeping affordable housing within mixed income neighborhoods.  He stated we want to make sure that the percentages do not go down and he hopes the report that comes back in a couple of weeks does talk about maintaining affordable housing. 

Mr. Odom stated we are talking about a group that the City does not have much power over but it sounds like the Council is trying to restructure everything they do.  He stated he was on the Council by in the early 90’s when we actually had people in public housing who died from carbon monoxide.  The Housing Authority has come a long way since then.  He stated he has heard people talk about salaries, rotating board members, street naming problems and now we are adding more stuff to the agenda.  He stated we are talking about the number one housing authority in the country and while he is not for big salaries the salaries are probably deserved.  It is unbelievable how far they have come and he does not want the Council to go all negative and start micromanaging.  Mayor McFarlane stated she agrees, she just would like some information about the units coming off the public housing poll and what the long range plan is to build them back.  She feels that’s what the Council really would like to know about.  

Mr. Crowder stated he did not mean to be negative.  He just wanted information about the units that are proposed to be sold and how they are going to replaced.  He commended the Housing Authority for all of their work pointing out they have done an excellent job and they did come out of a bad situation in the early 90s.  They have turned the Housing Authority around and as Mr. Odom said it is the #1 Housing Authority in the Country and hopefully everyone has an equal interest in making sure that we do have mixed income development in the private sector as well as the public sector.

Ms. Baldwin pointed out Steve Beam, Executive Director of the Housing Authority, as well as some board members are in the audience and questioned if Mr. Beam wanted to speak.

Steve Beam, Executive Director of the Raleigh Housing Authority, pointed out Capital Park has three different types of housing, 60 public housing units, 59 of what is called “affordable market rates” according to IRS definition and 90 tax credit units.  He pointed out Capital Park is a partnership between Raleigh Housing Authority and their partner Capital Area Development.  He pointed out when they started to develop Capital Park which was Raleigh Housing Authority’s first large public housing redevelopment their subsidiary group was developed.  He pointed out Raleigh Housing Authority has been looking at repositioning its portfolio as HUD is pushing housing authorities to do that.  He talked about what is going on with Durham’s Housing Authority which has moved into a plan called, “Rental Assistance Demonstration” “RAD”.  He talked about HUD’s priority to convert public housing units into Section 8 based units.  He stated the RAD program comes with a long list of issues and after the RHA board looked at all of the issues it did not look like that program would work for the Raleigh Housing Authority.  Everyone agrees that type of program doesn’t work for every housing authority.  Raleigh Housing Authority ran the numbers and pointed out if they follow that program they would end up with a boutique type housing program which is unlike anything else they have in Raleigh therefore the operational cost would increase.  He stated since that type program would work for them they evaluated their portfolio as they are being pushed to do and decided that with Capital Park they could take some of the public housing units and convert them into affordable market rate units.  He stated the affordable market rate units have an income requirement where 75% of the units have to be affordable.  He stated we have a much higher percentage.  So after in-depth discussions the Board decided to put it in the agency plan that is the sale of the units.  The proposal still has to go through the City, HUD, etc. for approval.

Mr. Beam pointed out in the last 17 years the Raleigh Housing Authority has demolished about 1,000 public housing units; however, they still house more than 2,000 families more than they housed 17 years ago.  It is a combination of different types of housing.  He stated however when HUD systematically starts defunding a program that was used to house the families they know they must do something as they do not want to allow Capital Park to become the Halifax Court it replaced.  

Mr. Beam talked about HUD’s operations and requirements setting.  He talked about it being the most regulated affordable housing programs set by HUD and Congress.  He talked about the most regulated affordable housing programs set by HUD and Congress.  He stated after operating under those rules and regulations however they were able to show a profit or a surplus and not all housing authorities were able to do that.  In 2011 HUD started to reduce the funding piece by piece and talked about Congressional action to recapture the operating reserves from well managed housing authorities.  The Raleigh Housing Authority had the largest operating reserves in the State and among the largest in the county and HUD actually put on their spread sheets $4.5M out of their reserves that were scheduled to go to other housing authorities none of which made sense.  He talked about the program they are looking at and pointed out if the program they are suggesting is approved the units would be managed by RHA as the rest of the site and we would still have 90 tax credit units in addition to the affordable market rates for a total of 119 units on the site.  He stated the people who are against the repositioning of the inventory are the same ones that were against repositioning of the inventory when they were looking at replacing Halifax Court, Chavis Heights and Walnut Terrace.

The need to talk to Congressman Price and Holding they need to look at HUD was talked about.  It was pointed out the BED committee is having a discussion about the City’s scattered site housing policy and hopefully Mr. Beam could participate in that. 

Mr. Beam talked about Section 8 housing pointing out it is always going to have a star by it’s name.  The possibility of converting our units to something comparable to the private sector was talked about.  He talked about HUD’s mission and their goals and the fact that they are looking at replacing one program with another program that has a completely different set of rules.  He talked about how the Capital Park Program would work, how HUD is talking about spinning off units to become a non-profit which would have to go out and borrow money to maintain the units.  He talked about mandates from HUD for housing authorities to reposition their portfolio.  He stated what Raleigh Housing Authority is trying to do is to keep Capital Park from becoming a Halifax Court.  He stated HUD or Congress would fund construction but did not continue to funding ongoing maintenance.  He talked about Section 8 and how that works pointing out under some of the proposals a person could move into public housing and stay a year and leave with a Section 8 voucher.  He talked about the cost skyrocketing under that concept.  We will have people setting on a Section 8 waiting list and public housing becoming a revolving door. 

Discussion followed as to work the Raleigh Housing Authority has done to look at programs such as the Durham program and the fact that every time the rules change the Housing Authority Board reevaluate their position and how the Raleigh Housing Authority not only looks at the financial impact, they look at the maintenance impact as well as the impact on its tenants.  

In response to questions, Mr. Beam indicated there is no funding to go out and replace one public housing unit with another public housing unit.  He pointed out the HOPE VI program is no longer being funded, talked about the problems the decreasing funding is causing particularly on the maintenance side and how they try to partner with their own nonprofit.  He stated there is no plan for one replacement but again pointed out at Capital Park there are three different types of units.  He stated they have to look at the bigger picture or the long range plan and pointed out they are housing far more families at the 30% level than they were back in the 90s.

Ms. Baldwin questioned what happens to the people who are living in the Capital Park units now.  Do they lose their apartments or what happens.  Mr. Beam explained the process that would be used in issuing a voucher to the families who are there now.  They can stay there as long as they wish or they can take the voucher and move anywhere in the Country.  They will be issued the voucher but their rent will stay approximately the same, may be a $5 or $10 difference.  He stated they would work with the rents to make sure the rents remain as close to the same as possible.  As a family or persons leave the conversion of that unit would take place at that time.  He stated you would not be able to go out to the property and tell the difference in the public housing and the affordable market rate housing, you can’t tell the difference now.  He stated by following that plan it could take 10, 15 or 20 years to complete the conversion.  He stated during that time we have some 145 public units coming back online at Walnut Terrace.  He talked about Walnut Terrance and the fact that there are no additional government funds there pointing out he thinks they are the only housing authority in the State doing that kind of redevelopment of that scale while not getting additional Federal money explaining they are just taking advantage of leveraging as much as they can.  

Other discussion took place on the work of the Housing Authority and their nonprofit partner, how Raleigh is operating differently from other housing authorities in the State, how Raleigh Housing Authority is its own developer rather than going outside.  The fact that in Capital Park, if the project is approved, a person can get a voucher but they can stay there as long as they want to but when they leave that’s when the unit would be converted was discussed.  Mr. Beam talked about Capital Park which is now limited to the elderly and disabled working so the families who work and live there actually pay some of the highest rents in their portfolio.  The income targeting is market driven but has a definition that they have to meet.  Mr. Beam pointed out people who are currently there are paying the public housing rents based on income and explained how the process would work.  They would accept vouchers for a unit once it is converted and the new person who moves in would probably be paying more rent.  

After other discussion it was pointed out that the item on the agenda has been reviewed by our Community Development Department and the question is if what they are doing is consistent with the City’s plans.  City Manager Hall indicated that is correct.  The item on the agenda is the annual certification of consistency meaning that the work the Raleigh Housing Authority is doing is consistent with HUD’s consolidated plan.  What’s on the agenda has nothing to do with a management review.  Mr. Crowder moved approval of the item on the agenda.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom.  There were suggestions made that a letter be sent to Washington and to make sure that they read all of the information and know the rules and regulations before they start giving directions to the Raleigh Housing Authority and the City.  Mayor McFarlane stated she would be happy to follow up with a phone call to address the concerns.  The motion which was to approve the item on the agenda was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Weeks who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-1 vote.

ROAD RACE – SPRUCE TREE WAY – VICINITY OF FALLS OF NEUSE ROAD/GREENWAY – APPROVED
The agenda presented the following request for a road race.  

Ms. Paula O’Neal, representing RunRaleigh Races, requests permission for a race on Sunday, May 11, 2014 from 9:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m.

She is also requesting permission to allow amplified sound during the event.
Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions noted on the reports in the agenda packet.  
Mr. Weeks stated he withdrew this from the Consent Agenda pointing out he thought most Council members had received some emails of concern.
Assistant City Manager Howe pointed out this particular race is in the Wakefield area.  He stated the question that has been raised by some exposes a grey area in our policies.  He pointed out there are two races really close together in location and in time.  He stated under our policy we tend to try to avoid races that impact the same neighborhood in successive weeks.  He pointed out one of the races is totally in Wakefield residential area and the other utilizes the community and the greenway.  They start and end very close together in location and time.  He stated however the policy is gray enough that staff found it was difficult to say no to this race as it was felt logistically it could be handled and could work.  He stated he feels the real question is whether one race will cannibalize the other’s participants; one is a 10K the other is a 5K.  He pointed out staff felt logistically we could make it work but that does not address the gray policy area.  He stated in addition in reviewing the code, it was determined that we could not have two races in the City at the same time.  That rule has been ignored in the past basically because staff did not realize it was in the code.  It is a 1976 ordinance.  Mr. Howe pointed out there have been many instances where different races were held on the same day in different parts of time without any negative impact.  He stated it is felt that specific code provision should be repealed and replaced with a more defined policy.  He stated that would not help this issue.  He stated City staff is conducting a comprehensive review and are trying to resolve the gray areas and update our policy.  He pointed out the staff feels that these two races can be held without any logistical problems but he knows that doesn’t address the concerns of the two race organizers. 

Mr. Odom pointed out he feels we will be addressing this issue for some time to come and he is glad it is being studied.  Mr. Odom moved approval of this request.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin.  Mr. Crowder questioned if the Council is waiving the ordinance with Mr. Howe pointing out the Council has approved two race on the same day many times.  City Attorney McCormick indicated that is correct.  He stated he understands the staff is working on a whole new way to regulate events including road races that hopefully will solve the problems.  Mr. Weeks questioned if there had been any dialogue between the two race organizers with Mr. Howe indicating there has and pointed out the organizer of the race that is predominately on the greenway agreed to start that race an hour later.  He stated however he does not feel there has been any agreement between the two.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
TRANSPORTATION RESOURCES – INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN RALEIGH AND WAKE COUNTY – APPROVED

The Accessible Raleigh Transportation (ART) program is partnering with Wake County to develop a service model referred to nationally as Mobility Management.  Through the execution of a contract for Mobility Management services and corresponding technology solutions, the ART Program will improve program oversight and contractor accountability.  Key elements of the Mobility Management implementation strategy planned for deployment in Calendar Year 2014 include the following:

· Contract with Wake County for the use of a shared Mobility Management contractor to schedule all ART and Wake County paratransit trips and provide contractor oversight.

· Utilization of the vacant CAT Facility located at 1430 South Blount Street for the Mobility Management Team and select service providers.  Basic improvements to the facility will be programmed; this includes a new phone system and basic office improvements.

· The development of a single phone number and dispatch office to handle all incoming calls regarding trip status and cancellations during all CAT service hours.

· The implementation of a new hosted software scheduling system; this system will be accessible by vendors and will communicate with contracted vehicles.

· The use of Automated Vehicle Location (AVL) technology to track vendor vehicles to ensure productivity, provide complaint resolution and validate performed trips as they occur.

· The implementation of an Interactive Voice Response (IVR) system.  This system will provide courtesy calls to clients the night before their scheduled trip and notify the client by call that they are next in queue for pickup.

The estimated variable budget for the remainder of Fiscal Year 2014 is $349,482.  Approximately $200,000 of this funding represents one time startup costs associated with technology procurement and licensing.  It is estimated that the FY2015 budget will be $304,313.  The FY2014 and FY2015 budgets will be paid with eligible grant funding; the local share commitment on all grant funding utilized is 10%.  Grant funding is currently available for FY2014 and grant funding has been programmed for FY2015.
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the Interlocal Agreement with Wake County, subject to review of terms and conditions by the City Attorney.  

Mr. Weeks stated he has asked that this item be withdrawn from the Consent Agenda as he would like to get some comment on exactly what is being proposed.  

City Manager Hall pointed out this is to provide technical support and coordination of these two services.  It basically relates to software and technology which would allow the systems to operate more efficiently and productively.  
Mr. Weeks questioned if this reduces service in any way.  Transit Administrator Eatman stated it does not reduce service.  Hopefully, it will improve the consumer experience.  He pointed out we are maintaining a call center and we book about 1,200 trips per day.  All calls will be changed to a dispatch center and will expand the hours of operation so that one can get a real person when the call in; hopefully it will improve service. Mr. Weeks moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
CRABTREE BASIN WASTEWATER SYSTEM CONVEYANCE IMPROVEMENTS – PARK CONSTRUCTION OF NORTH CAROLINA INC – CHANGE ORDER – APPROVED

The City currently has an agreement with Park Construction of NC, Inc. (Morrisville, NC) for the Crabtree Basin Wastewater System Conveyance Improvements Phase I project.  The primary purpose for change order number six is intended to cover the emergency replacement of two 72-inch interceptors between the Headworks and the Influent Pump Station at the Neuse River Wastewater Treatment Plant.

Other scope changes include the construction of an access road behind the Pines of Ashton Apartments, which is necessary due to unsuccessful negotiations to access the site via a private road;  the opportunity to remove the abandoned Marsh Creek sewer lift station, located within the construction corridor but not originally planned for in the project; and construction of an additional 54-inch sanitary sewer line to the next upstream manhole for the purposes of establishing Phase II of the Crabtree Basin Conveyance improvements.  Funding is appropriated in the project budget.
History:

Original Contract Amount

$21,144,475

Change Order No. One
Emergency replacement, Glenwood
462,565


Avenue 24” force main failure

Change Order No. Two
Encasement of 72” sewer main in 84”
301,418


RCP due to poor soil conditions

Change Order No. Three
Replacement of existing manholes
94,670


found to be deteriorated

Change Order No. Four
Blast message board, 60” RCP in lieu
151,473


of FRP due to poor soil conditions

Change Order No. Five
Misc. project changes, $100K third party
258,320


vibration monitoring allowance

Change Order No. Six

      454,963

New Contract Amount

$22,867,884

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the change order.  Mr. Maiorano stated he had withdrawn this from the Consent Agenda pointing out this is consistent with the questions that Council has raised in the past relative to change orders.

Mr. Maiorano stated he pulled this is its consistent with some of the questions that he and Councilman Odom have asked in the past.  Mr. Maiorano stated he did not have any particular issues or concerns with this particular change order and project.  He stated the volume of change orders and dollar amount and some of the scope of some certainly raises some questions.  I would just use this as another example of I think we have asked staff to come back to us and explain the process up front including the efforts that are going into the contracting process to minimize and manage changes, etc.  Councilors have seen 10% increases in projects and he appreciates that there is a need for some fluidity in the process we see fairly significant amount of changes in dollars and scope so he looks forward to the information on the process so he can understand it better.

Mr. Crowder stated he does not have a problem with the change order and/or really the amount of money spent on this particular item as it is a little bit different than I see with building projects that are ground up.  Mr. Crowder stated there is a difference when one is working underground as you don’t know what you got until you dig it up.  He stated his concern was the staff left the description of this change order off of the agenda so people could not understand what this is about.  The backup data is very clear and he appreciated all that in-depth information.  Mr. Crowder moved approval stating he looks forward to the upcoming information.  Mr. Crowder stated he understands sub-grade or a renovation project always has hidden conditions but ground up we should have a scope of work, the designer should be doing their job and we shouldn’t be having big change orders on projects.
City Manager Hall stated on this project the vast majority of the scope was the result of the condition of a pipe that was discovered once it was uncovered.  

Mr. Hall stated since the last meeting when that question came up he sent out a note asked for volunteers and identified a staff work team with representatives of the key departments to bring back some thoughts and observations and considerations for his consideration about how we do the contracting process and talk about the pros and cons of the different types of contract and administrative methods and as well as a set of recommendations.  That will be probably about a 60 day process as contracting can be complicated and I would like to do that thoroughly.  Mr. Crowder moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Maiorano and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION
PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS PRESENTED
Mayor McFarlane presented the Planning Commission consent agenda indicating it would be handled in the same manner as the regular consent agenda.  She stated she had not received any requests to withdraw items from the Planning Commission consent agenda.  Mr. Odom moved approval of the Planning Commission’s recommendations as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  The items on the Planning Commission consent agenda were as follows.
REZONING Z-27-13 – BLAND ROAD – PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZED

This is a request to rezone property from R-6 to OX-3 CU.
CR-11559 from the Planning Commission recommends approval of this request.  A public hearing could be held on February 4, 2014.  Although the request is inconsistent with the Future Land Use Map, it is reasonable and in the public interest.  The subject property and those immediately adjacent to it have over time become less desirable for single family residential development.  The uses allowed in the OX zoning district would complement nearby office, retail and residential development.  The Planning Commission has worked with the Planning Staff to put forward a Future Land Use change in the area of this rezoning, which will be presented with the package of January amendments known as CP-3-14.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 8 ayes.
REZONING Z-28-13 – RAY ROAD – EXTENSION GRANTED

This is a request to rezone two adjacent properties from R1 with SHOD-1 and FWPOD to R2 CU with FFWPOD.
CR-11560 from The Planning Commission is requesting a 45-day time extension to complete its review of this case.  The Commission’s current time frame expires on January 22, 2014.  A 45-day time extension will provide the Commission opportunity to work on addressing the outstanding issues and impacts associated with this request.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 8 ayes.

SPECIAL ITEMS

S-22-13 – OAKWOOD AVENUE/NORTH STATE STREET – VARIANCE GRANTED

During the January 7, 2014 Council meeting, an evidentiary hearing was held to consider a request from Patterson Custom Builders, LLC for a variance from the corner lot width requirement for lot one and lot three.  The property is located in the southwest quadrant of Oakwood Avenue and North State Street.  The request relates to Subdivision S-22-13.  Following the hearing, the Council voted to approve the request and directed the City Attorney to draft appropriate findings and conclusions and place the item on this agenda for further consideration.  The findings and conclusions were as follows:

NORTH CAROLINA







BEFORE THE RALEIGH CITY COUNCIL

WAKE COUNTY





S-22-13

IN RE:
Oakwood Avenue/North State Street Subdivision

On January 7, 2014, the Raleigh City Council held a hearing to receive evidence from Patterson Custom Builders for a variance associated with S-22-13, Oakwood Avenue/North State Street Subdivision. The applicant requests a variance for the corner lot width requirement of 60’ on Lot 1 and lot width requirement of 45’ on Lot 3 in the Residential-20 zoning district per Code Section 10-3032. As a result of that hearing and the testimony and other evidence received there the City Council makes the following subdivision approval. 


FINDINGS OF FACT


The City Council finds, based on the record, that S-22-13 complies with these requirements.

1. All parties necessary to the determination of this request were properly notified and were present or had the opportunity to be represented at the hearing.

2. In the R-20 zoning district the minimum corner lot width is 60’ and the minimum lot width is 45’. The applicant is requesting: 

a. 14.62’ reduction to allow a proposed lot at the corner of Oakwood Avenue and North State Street to have a 45.38’ for Lot 1

b. 1.58’ reduction to allow a lot width of 43.42’ for Lot 3

See Attachment A

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. Based on evidence presented at the hearing, the Raleigh City Council concludes that S-22-13 complies with the provisions of the Raleigh City Code 10-3032(c). 

Therefore, the requested variance is hereby granted.
Mr. Odom moved approval as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  
RALEIGH HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION – DESIGN GUIDELINES FOR RALEIGH HISTORIC DISTRICTS – PROCESS – APPROVED

A citizen petition from Gail Wiesner was received October 1, 2013; at its January 7 meeting, City Council directed staff to begin a public involvement process based on staff’s updates to the design guidelines and bring back recommendations to the full council for a vote.

Recommendation:

· That Planning and Development coordinate a public involvement process with stakeholders to address the following three key issues:  (1) Do the Design Guidelines for Raleigh Historic Districts adequately reflect the community’s standards for historic preservation design review? (2) Should the committee structure of the Raleigh Historic Development Commission be revisited?; and (3) How can new residents be made aware that they live in a Raleigh Historic District and what that means for them?

· That a meeting facilitator be retained to guide the dialog;

· That the prior design guidelines consultant be retained to make any further edits to the pending draft revised guidelines (currently under review by the City Attorney’s office) before the revised guidelines are brought before City Council for approval, should the public process outcome suggest further revision; and

· That the Raleigh Historic Development Commission make a report and recommendation to City Council on any suggested committee structure changes or public education and outreach proposals that result from the dialog.

Planning Director Silver stated staff would provide additional information in a few weeks on this process.  Mr. Crowder questioned if the Historic Developments Commission is in compliance with the code regulations that the various historic districts be represented on the Development Commission with the City Clerk explaining the process.  The Commission makes recommendations and are very careful to make sure if it is a district representative term which is expiring that they recommend another resident of the district.  Mr. Crowder moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin.

In response to questions from Mr. Stephenson, Mr. Silver talked about the process pointing out the process would take about 30 days but the work may take longer.  He stated they would be bringing a report back to Council.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

RETREAT AGENDA - APPROVED
City Manager Hall indicated Council members received a draft agenda in their packet explaining the focus of the retreat relates to communications and strategic planning process.  He stated the consultant Michelle Ferguson recommended two homework assignments explaining out what Council received at the table relative to the “I Believe” exercise and “Raleigh of the Future” maps.  He briefly explained the exercises pointing out the consultant was unable to be at the meeting today but stated if Council members had questions concerning the assignments or the agenda to please contact her directly.

City Manager Hall pointed out Council members will receive a binder and the forms in electronic format.  He stated the binder will include some data and other information in response to some of the questions Council had asked about background information, etc.

Ms. Baldwin pointed out when the Council held its last retreat in Zebulon it would have been helpful if the key staff and others had been there in case there were questions.  City Manager Hall indicated it is always a hard call to determine who attends.  He stated we are talking about a limiting the staff attendance.  He stated there are two thoughts behind that, one is keeping the cost down and the other relates to the fact that a lot of the agenda items relate to relationships between the Board and the City Manager and the strategic plan discussion would be at a very high level.  He pointed out if we get into specific policy questions the staff can record those and bring the information back as a follow up.  He stated this is just the beginning of a strategic planning process.  He stated it is hard to predict what informational sources might be needed but in trying to keep this at a very high level policy discussion, it was felt that the limited staff would be best.  He stated if Council wants to give a different direction, he would be glad to hear that.  Mr. Gaylord pointed out staff could be kept available and if there were questions that could be asked through text messages, phone calls, etc.  City Manager Hall pointed out that could work and the staff that is there would be typing updates and sending them directly to the department heads and having them available to answer questions if needed.

Mr. Crowder moved approval of moving forward as suggested by the City Manager.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
STORMWATER DIVISION – VARIOUS CHANGES – APPROVED

The addition of one Senior Project Engineer (PG 41; JC 1013), two Project Engineer II’s (PG 38; JC 1019), a Staff Analyst (PG 36; JC 0416), a Senior Business Process Analyst (PG 36; JC 0111), and an Engineering Technician (PG 32, JC 1011) are requested.  It is also requested that position number 5267 Project Engineer I (PG 36; JC 1012) be reclassified to a Conservation Engineer (PG 35, JC 4249) and position number 1438 Stormwater Development Supervisor (PG 39; JC 4241) to a Senior Project Engineer (PG 41; JC 1013).
On September 17, 2013, Council referred several concerns to the Comprehensive Planning Committee for review of Stormwater Ordinances and the operation of the Stormwater Utility Division.  On October 17, 2013, following a report and recommendations from the Department, the Comprehensive Planning Committee forwarded to City Council the recommendation that six positions be added to the Stormwater Services Division.  On November 5, 2013, Council directed the Stormwater Utility to submit a detailed package of staffing additions together with associated costs and justification to Council for consideration.  The recommended positions address billing and database management issues, Capital Improvement Program project backlogs, provide improved response for drainage complaints and property owner assistance petitions, provide additional resources for development and oversight of the stormwater fee rate model and financial performance, and provide additional resources to address sedimentation and soil erosion controls including oversight of the maintenance of permanent stormwater facilities on private development projects.

The request has been reviewed and approved by the Human Resources Department.  The FY14 budget impact of this request is estimated at $97,000; the fully annualized budget impact of this request is estimated at $388,000.  Funding for the current year is available from unexpended salaries due to vacant positions and additional revenues due to growth in the amount of Stormwater fees collected.  Future funding will come from adjusting the amount of contribution from the operating fund to the capital program.
Recommendation:  Approve the new positions and position reclassifications.
City Manager Hall stated the Public Works Director was prepared to explain this item pointing out this involves the addition of six staff positions and he thought it would be helpful if the Public Works Director explained the item.  Mr. Crowder moved approval of the recommendation as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all Council members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT – BYLAWS REVISION – APPROVED AS AMENDED
Revisions to the bylaws of the Board of Adjustment are required in response to recent changes to State law and the adoption of the Unified Development Ordinance.  The Board unanimously supports the amendments.
Recommendation:  Approve the amendment to the bylaws.
Planner Travis Crane indicated the Board of Adjustment has taken the opportunity to update its bylaws based on the passage of the UDO and new State statutes relating to Boards of Adjustment.  He stated Council members received the proposed revisions in their agenda packet pointing out however, there is a slight amendment to Section 3, Item C which indicates board members may obtain excused absences from the chairperson, and unexcused absences by a board member for three consecutive meetings shall be grounds for the board member’s removal.  Mr. Crane pointed out the word “shall” should be changed to “may” as the way it is presently written seems to indicate that it is the board’s authority to appoint and remove members however that is the authority of the City Council.  

Mr. Crowder asked about the alternate members and questioned if that has been updated based on the latest census figures as the Council did with the Planning Commission.  The City Clerk pointed out presently the board has one regular and one alternate member appointed by the County.  The County alternate participates only when the county regular member is not present.  That is the way the City’s alternative participates.  She explained the voting procedures with Mr. Crowder pointing out that is not in the bylaws.  Whether the procedures have been changed to indicate the county’s voting and membership was talked about with it being agreed to hold it until later in the meeting.
Later in the meeting, Mr. Crane pointed out the voting situation has been clarified in the UDO.  Mr. Crowder moved approval.  His motion was seconded by weeks and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE HILLSBOROUGH STREET COMMUNITY SERVICES CORPORATION

HILLSBOROUGH STREET COMMUNITY SERVICES CORPORATION – ANNUAL REPORT AND WORK PLAN – APPROVED

Jeff Murison, Executive Director of the Hillsborough Street Community Services Corporation, pointed out Council members received in their agenda packet the accomplishments and goals of the 2013-2014 year.  He highlighted the report outlining the expansion of the Board by six members to give more diversity, etc., the creation of the Friends of Hillsborough Street program which generated additional operating funds, use of interns and the work they are doing, the clean and safe program and gave statistics on the increase in the number of hours, amount of trash, graffiti, stickers etc., which has been removed from the area.  Mr. Murison pointed out they have added new welcome banners to their program and pointed out thanks to the City of Raleigh they were able to be a primary sponsor in the Packapalooza 2013 which was a premier community event that attracted over 45,000 attendees along with participation of over 200 vendors, 40 Hillsborough Street merchants, etc.   He stated they are already working on the 2014 event.

Mr. Murison referred to projects in the BID which have been completed – 927 West Morgan Street and 2604 Apartments on Hillsborough Street.  He stated they have an intern who has been able to map the redevelopment projects in over the past 10 years and outlined the economic development impact, talked about redevelopment projects either planned or in progress.  He talked about the redevelopment progress off campus and the total economic development of the redevelopment projects in a two mile area.  

Mr. Murison outlined the 2014 goals which include participation in the phase 2 streetscape project from Gardner to Rosemary, participation in the beltline renovation, continue to support new businesses, property and transit options, become the primary source of economic development in their territory, continue with their work to keep the streets clean and safe, maintain the infrastructure and help market and promote Hillsborough Street and the Merchants.  Their goals include getting established with their office relocation, adding a new residential board member and four new committees including merchants; arts, cultural, and recreation; economic development and residents and the reauthorization of the BID.  
Mr. Murison indicated their budget request totaled $131,000 which includes $100,000 city contributions and match for NCSU’s contribution, $6,000 – management of streetlights within the new construction area and $25,000 additional funds for the community event.

Mr. Crowder commended the group for a job well done and the leveraging of the city’s money by use of interns which provides a great opportunity both ways.  Mr. Stephenson talked about the dangerous situation for pedestrians along Hillsborough Street.  Various Council members provided input and congratulations on the work.  
REQUEST AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

SEWER ASSESSMENT ROLL 1350 – WAKE COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM – REQUEST FOR RELIEF – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Betty Parker, Wake County Public School System Real Estate Services Director, pointed out a special assessment was levied upon the Fox Road elementary school and park property for the installation of the sanitary sewer service along Fox Road frontage on the sites southern end.  When the school/park was constructed, Wake County Public School System connected to available sewer service at the school/park site northern end as there is no current or foreseeable need for additional sewer service to the southern boundary of the property and they are seeking relief from assessment levied on Lot 1 by Sewer Assessment Roll 1350.  She pointed out they have been working with staff on this issue.
City Manager Hall indicated staff has looked at this and there may be some question as to the legality of relieving the assessment.  He suggested that the staff look at it and bring it back pointing out the assessment is some $16,182 plus interest.  

Mr. Odom moved approval of the request.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin.  City Attorney McCormick indicated it would be best to refer the item to administration to see where we are in the process and determine if there is authority to grant the relief.  

After brief discussion it was agreed to refer the item to Administration and if there is a way to grant the request, that could be brought back to the City Council for approval or administration could bring a recommendation as to how to proceed.

ROAD RACE POLICY – RALEIGH’S FINEST 5K, SOUTH ATLANTIC FIRE RESCUE EXPO – APPROVED

Ian Toms, representing South Atlantic Fire Rescue Expo was at the meeting to request the Council for a variance in the City’s road race policy in order to reschedule an existing race, a 5K run to coincide with the State Fire Rescue Expo.  He stated this is known as Raleigh’s Finest 5K.  He stated currently they have been approved for a July date but they would like to move the race so it can fall occur during the Expo.  He stated they have approval of the route from the Raleigh Police Department and talked about the location.  Ms. Baldwin moved approval.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor McFarlane and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

RALEIGH HOUSING AUTHORITY – VARIOUS CONCERNS EXPRESSED
Octavia Rainey was at the meeting to request the Mayor to appoint seven (7) new members to the Raleigh Housing Authority and to request the Council to support US Senator Chuck Grassley and Representative George Holding in calling for an investigation of the Raleigh Housing Authority.  Ms. Rainey spoke at length pointing out the Housing Authority’s plan does not meet the Fair Housing goals, talked about the Mayor having the ability to amend the bylaws of the Housing Authority and increasing the number on the Board.  She pointed out there are no representative from Southeast Raleigh.  She talked about the history of the housing authority board and how it has changed.  When the Board membership was reduced to seven there were no blacks.  She has concerns about diversity.  She pointed out Doris Wrench is the only female.  This makeup does not pass civil rights diversity and she is concerned.  She stated she has big problems as she feels the Mayor’s appointments to the Board are in violation of the fair housing requirements, she does not understand how the Community Development Director can recommend that the City sign the Certificate of Consistency, she hasn’t heard anyone talk about fair housing, she feels the board makeup should be changed and the Mayor should appoint a board with diversity.  She is disappointed at the Council’s action and stated no one should expect her to vote for them at the next election.  She stated what is occurring is wrong.  She does not know where we are heading, Raleigh is not a city that recognizes the civil rights responsibility, etc., she is just very disappointed and hot about the action of Council.  No further action was taken.
UNFIT BUILDING 420 MONTAGUE LANE – 90-DAY EXTENSION GRANTED

Inspector Ashley Glover indicated during the May 21, 2013 Council meeting, under Request and Petitions of Citizens the City Council requested that the Housing and Neighborhood Preservation staff meet with Mark Terrell to develop a construction work plan for the completion of the housing repairs for property located at 420 Montague Lane due to pending Ordinance 2012-80 which was adopted on June 19, 2012 and granted 90-day extension.  A construction work plan was developed and approved by the City Council on June 4, 2013.  The plan had a completion date of November 5, 2013 to bring the house into compliance.  Mr. Ferrell has failed to meet any of the completion dates that were outlined and agreed upon.  He has obtained an electrical and plumbing permit however he has not obtained a building permit.  Staff is requesting City Council to amend the ordinance and allow the city to demolish the dwelling due to Mr. Ferrell’s failure to comply with the approved work plan.  He stated Mr. Ferrell is at the meeting and would like to speak.
Mr. Ferrell and a woman were at the meeting with the woman pointing out they are working on the property.  She stated they do not have a truck load of money.  They have been trying to keep the unit they live in; therefore they do not have a lot of money to spend on this but are working on it.

Mr. Ferrell pointed out they are working on the property, they have got a new plumber.  About 95% of the wiring has been done.  His brother is an electrician and did the work.  Friends and relatives are helping him. He stated the work was stopped as he was unaware that he had to get a building permit and the City has told him how to go forward if the Council will let him.  He stated due to weather and lack of money, the progress has slowed.  The lady pointed out the units surrounding this property are in bad condition and people are living in those.  This unit is empty but they are working on it even if it is at a snail’s paste.  In response to questions from Ms. Baldwin, Mr. Ferrell pointed out he had spent about $1,200.

Mr. Weeks pointed out he is okay with an extension.  He stated they are trying to do something even though the recession hit and there were a lot of layoffs.  Mr. Odom suggested a 90-day extension.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Gaylord.  The woman stated if the Council would give them six months they can get it finished with Mr. Weeks stating he had no problem as long as the unit is closed.  Mr. Odom and Mr. Gaylord amended their motion to allow a six month extension.  The motion as amended was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
MATTERS SCHEDULE FOR PUBLIC HEARING

REZONING Z-31-13 – ROCK QUARRY ROAD – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This is a continuation of a hearing held on January 7, 2014 related to rezoning Z-31-13 Rock Quarry Road, north side, east of its intersection with Barwell and Pearl Roads.  During the hearing, the applicant indicated he will be filing an order to convert this from a general use case to a conditional use case.

Planner James Brantley pointed out this item was held over from the last meeting.  The Planning Commission in their certified recommendation recommended approval if the applicant converted from a general use case to a conditional use case which would allow a condition for a transit easement.  The applicant has converted the case to a conditional use case with a condition dated 1-8-14 providing for transit easements.  Mr. Odom moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 259 TF 222.

EVIDENTIARY HEARING

S-41-13 – TOWER STREET SUBDIVISION – HEARING – APPROVED TO BE PLACED ON FEBRUARY 4 AGENDA
This was a hearing to consider a request from Jamie Schwedler, Esq., on behalf of Adryon Day, for a variance form City Code Section 10-3032(C) requiring a minimum corner lot width of 60 feet.  This relates to property at 920 and 924 Tower Street and is associated with Preliminary Subdivision S-41-13 – Tower Street Subdivision.  This item was scheduled for January 7, 2014, but deferred at the request of the applicant.

Mayor McFarlane turned the Chair over to the City Attorney to conduct the hearing.  The City Clerk swore in those persons who stated the plan to speak.  

Attorney Jamie Schwedler (sworn) explained the request and spoke about the conflict between the UDO corner lot requirements and the small area plan for the area.  
Planner Justin Rametta (sworn) explained the request, the subdivision and the need for a variance.  Attorney Schwedler talked about the difference in the UDO and the Oberlin Village Overlay Plan and which trumps the other.  The code talks about a 60 foot requirement on properties R-10 and above the Oberlin Village talks about 50 feet which controls were talked about with Code Section 10-2045(g), Code Section 10-3032(c) and the interpretation of which controls or trumps.  Attorney Schwedler talked about the subdivision regulations and her interpretation which differs from the Planning Department’s interpretation.  She pointed out if the Council disagrees with her interpretation and a variance is required, she would call on the Council to look at the size, shape and hardship on her clients’ ability to use the property.
Will Alphin (sworn) talked about the plan for 4 single-family units.  The challenge comes about when you have to abide by the 60 foot corner lot width.  He explained the property, how it could be developed, Ms. Clays’ involvement with the Latta Park Foundation, her involvement with the Oberlin Village Overlay and the fact that corner lots were never an issue when they were creating the overlay.  He talked about working to develop the property, how he looked at the neighborhood, presented a map with color coding showing the corner lots in the area and the average lot size and the fact that the four lot configuration was chosen to mirror what is in the area.  He stated he lives on the same block on Tower Street, talked about the number of houses he has built in the neighborhood and how the plan for this property is consistent with the neighborhood.  He presented photos of lots on Bedford and presented two letters of support one from the Wade CAC and one from the University Park Homeowners Association.  No one else asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  
Mr. Crowder moved approval of the variance and suggested that staff look at amending the plans if they are out of context.  Mr. Stephenson talked about the over all character of the neighborhood conservation overlay district and compliance.  Ms. Baldwin seconded Mr. Crowder’s motion for approval of the variance based on the testimony that was entered.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote and pointed out the item will be placed on the February 4 agenda to consider findings and conclusions.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT GRANTS PROJECTS – VARIOUS ACTION TAKEN
Mayor McFarlane reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends the City Council uphold staff's recommendation to award additional Community Enhancement Grant Program funding to the following projects that had submitted a response to the original Request for Proposals issued in December 2012.
Green Chair:

$35,000

In the staff recommendations, Green Chair "Operations, Outreach and Expansion" did not receive additional points they were awarded.  The inclusion of these points would have placed them fourth and thus eligible for the requested $35,000.

StepUp Ministry:

$16,326

StepUp Ministry's "Life Skills Housing Program" was tied with the Inter-Faith Food Shuttle project.  It is recommended that they be awarded one-half of the remaining balance equaling $16,326.

Inter-Faith Food Shuttle:

$16,326

Inter-Faith Food Shuttle's "Culinary Jobs Training Program" was tied with StepUp Ministry's project.  It is recommended that they be awarded one-half of the remaining balance equaling $16,326.

On behalf of the committee, Mayor McFarlane moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Maiorano and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – SALE OF CITY OWNED LOTS AND ISSUANCE OF RFP – APPROVED – ITEM RETAINED IN COMMITTEE FOR CONSIDERATION OF REMAINING LOTS

Mayor McFarlane reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends the City Council authorize the Community Development Department to sell the four lots listed below via RFP/private sale per NCGS 169A-267 while concurrently engaging the community in discussions regarding the sale:

Area 3

	Address
	Zoning
	Size
	Est. Value

	417 Alston Street
	R-20
	.08 acres
	$13,000

	405 Camden Street
	R-20
	.08 acres
	$13,000

	805 Walser Place
	R-20
	.11 acres
	$15,000

	412 Montague Lane
	R-20
	.07 acres
	$10,000


This item will remain in Committee for further consideration of the sale of the remaining six lots in Areas 1 and 2.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor McFarlane moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

NO REPORT

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

NO REPORT

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

CHASTEAL TRAILS – STORMWATER – VARIOUS ISSUES – DEVELOPER TO SUBMIT SURETY

Chairperson Weeks reported the Public Works Committee recommends the builder for the following properties submit $5,000 surety for each of the following properties so the City may issue temporary certificates of occupancy prior to the completion of the annual inspection of the rehabilitated drainage ponds in the Chasteal Trails subdivision:
· 5630 Quitman Trail

· 5701 Quitman Trail

· 5217 Chasteal Trail

· 5700 Quitman Trail

· 5220 Chasteal Trail

On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Weeks moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder.  It was pointed out in the recommendation that the surety should be $5,000 total not for each lot therefore Mr. Weeks and Mr. Crowder amended the motion to delete the words, “each of.”  
Mayor McFarlane questioned what the surety would cover and if it is enough with Mr. Maiorano pointing out it will take care of the drainage supporting these lots.  Mayor McFarlane had questions concerning the stormwater in general in the area with Mr. Maiorano pointing out it was his understanding that all of the issues had been addressed and this surety would allow it to move forward.  Discussion followed with Public Works Director Dawson pointing out the developer did go out and do a lot of work on the dry ponds, etc.  They were able to submit engineering drawings, etc., for review and explained how they arrived at the $5,000 again pointing out the developer had done a lot of work.  Mayor McFarlane expressed concern as to whether it would be enough to cover all of the issues and how it would be monitored with it being pointed out they will have to get a C. D.  The motion as amended was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
PUBLIC UTILITIES HANDBOOK – APPROVED – ENFORCEMENT POLICY CHANGES – ADOPTED

Chairperson Weeks reported the Public Works Committee recommends adopting revisions to Part 8 of the Raleigh City Code for the Public Utilities Department which includes the Public Utilities Handbook.  A copy of the proposed ordinance was included in the agenda packet.  
The Committee also recommends adopting changes to the Enforcement Policy.  A copy of the proposed revisions was included in the agenda packet.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Weeks moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 262.

CRABTREE NORTH BANK INTERCEPTOR REHABILITATION - REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA
Chairperson Weeks reported the Public Works Committee recommends reporting the item – Crabtree North Bank Interceptor Rehabilitation out of committee with no further action taken.  On behalf of the committee, Mr. Weeks moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF TECHNOLOGY AND COMMUNICATION COMMITTEE

NO REPORT

REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

WATER BILL – WHITAKER GLEN RETIREMENT COMMUNITY – REFERRED TO STAFF
Mr. Odom asked to refer to staff an item relating to a $9,000 water/utility bill received by Whitaker Glen Retirement Center.  He stated this bill includes some back billing for service pointing out this is a little different from some of the others we have looked at in that the facility picks up the garbage and recycling from the various units and places it at one location.  The City picks up from that location.  They do all of the collection however it seems they called and asked for another tub or container and now they are being billed.  We only pick up one unit.  Administration was asked to look at the situation.  

STREET LIGHTS – VARIOUS AREAS - INFORMATION REQUESTED

Mr. Weeks stated he has asked about the concern about the lack of street lights on Barwell Road, Sunnybrook Road, Rock Quarry and New Hope Road.  He stated he thought he had asked for that information before but has not received a report.  The item was referred to administration. 

CITY OWNED PROPERTY – SHAW UNIVERSITY AREA – INFORMATION REQUESTED

Mr. Weeks asked if staff could provide a list of properties the City owns in the Shaw University area, that is areas along Blount and Person Street.  Administration stated that information could be provided.  

PRESIDENT OBAMA – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mayor McFarlane stated it was a pleasure to welcome President Obama to Raleigh and to hear his announcement of a new partnership with NCSU in which the Federal government will partner with private industry, university, etc.  She stated NCSU was chosen because of the areas available resources, etc.  She stated it was a very exciting and welcomed the announcement.
TRAFFIC – FALL OF NEUSE/DUNN ROAD – INFORMATION REQUESTED

Mayor McFarlane indicated there is a potential rezoning request for property at the intersection of Falls of Neuse and Dunn Road.  She stated she and other Council members are receiving a great number of emails and the people are concerned about the existing and possible traffic.  She stated she asked for a report on what is occurring on Falls of Neuse traffic wise currently that the neighbors are concerned about.  

Mr. Odom pointed out the City has done a lot of work in that area and talked about traffic lights being installed; however, it was agreed to wait and have a study after 6 months to determine what is working or if additional work is needed.  He stated he would like to broaden that to more than just the Dunn Road/Falls of Neuse intersection; that is include that area plus a couple of streets on either side.  He stated if the proposed project goes through he would question if there could be a right in right out on Falls of Neuse Road.  He stated the project is in plan review and he would like to put that option or possibility on the table pointing out we probably need to talk with NCDOT.  He stated if the pending project goes through that may help traffic move.  

Brief discussion took place on what is being requested with Mr. Odom pointing out Falls of Neuse works fine, the problem seems to be the back up as people go onto the ramp at 540 particularly in the 8:00 a.m. traffic.  Administration was asked to provide information.  

CHAPANOKE ROAD – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Crowder asked that the transportation staff look at problems along the Chapanoke Road/Wilmington Street.  He pointed out NCDOT did some improvements and everyone appreciates that as there have been a lot of near misses.  He stated however there still seems to be problems particularly with the out parcels that parallel Wilmington and South Saunders.  Cars seem to be queuing up and in some cases stretching into ongoing traffic.  He asked that staff look into the situation.  He pointed out Anthony McLeod of Renaissance Park would be staff’s contact person.
DOGGY BAG STATIONS AND TRASH RECEPTACLES – TO BE CONSIDERED IN BUDGET

Mr. Crowder indicated he would like for staff to include or consider doggy bag stations in all of our parks with the understanding the City would be providing the bags.  He stated he knew one of the committees will be discussing dogs in parks and he feels having the doggy bag stations available would help with a lot of the problems.  Mr. Maiorano suggested that it also include trash receptacles at the stations.  Without objection, Administration was asked to provide a budget note.
APPOINTMENTS

APPOINTMENTS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

The City Clerk reported the following results of the ballot vote.

Appearance Commission – One Vacancy – Brandy Thompson – 2 (Stephenson, McFarlane); John Aiken Koonce – 6 (Odom, Crowder, Gaylord, Baldwin, Weeks, Maiorano)

Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission – One Vacancy – Mr. Maiorano noted Paul Nevill

Planning Commission – One Vacancy.  It was pointed out Lemuel Whitsett received 7 votes however Mr. Crowder nominated Anthony McLeod.  Brief discussion took place on the Council’s procedures with Mr. Crowder talking about the demographics and representatives from various districts.  After brief discussion it was agreed to close nominations and place the two names on the next agenda.
Raleigh Transit Authority – Alternate Member – One Vacancy – Irene Godinez – 4 (Stephenson, Baldwin, Weeks, Maiorano); Billy Warden – 3 (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord)

Stormwater Management Advisory Commission – One Vacancy – Matthew Starr – 8 (All Council members)

Substance Abuse Advisory Commission – One Vacancy – Mayor McFarlane nominated Angie Thompson

The Clerk reported the appointment of John Aiken Koonce to the Appearance Commission and Matthew Starr to the Stormwater Management Advisory Commission.  The other items will be carried over until the next meeting.

NOMINATIONS

ENVIRONMENTAL AWARDS JURY – APPOINTED

The Environmental Awards Jury is made up of ten members, six of which are nominated by various groups.  Recommendations include the following:
· Environmental Advisory Board – Larry Larson, Chair

· Stormwater Management Advisory Commission – Francine Durso

· Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board – Steve Hepler

· Appearance Commission – Dean Rains

· Planning Commission – Adam Terando by the Planning Department

· WUTAT/Watershed Council Representative – Mary Brice

City Council Appointments – Four nominations

· Professional, Scientific Community – Ted Shear (Crowder), Rob Gelblum (McFarlane)

· At Large – David Brown (Baldwin), Bob Mosher (Crowder)

If Council members have no other nominations, it would be appropriate to confirm the jury as outlined.

Mayor McFarlane stated she had nominated Rob Gelblum but he could not serve and she would like to nominate Dr. JoAnn Burkholder.  By acclamation the Council confirmed the entire Board as amended.  
APPEARANCE COMMISSION – JULIE T. SHERK – REAPPOINTED

The term of Julie T. Sherk is expiring in February.  She is eligible for reappointment and would like to be considered for reappointment.  Mr. Crowder moved that the Council suspend its rules and reappoint Ms. Sherk by acclamation.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT – KAREN KEMERAIT – REAPPOINTED

The term of Alternate Member Karen Kemerait is expiring in February.  She is eligible for reappointment and would like to be considered for reappointment.

Mr. Crowder moved that the Council suspend its rules and reappoint Ms. Kemerait by acclamation.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

CONVENTION CENTER COMMISSION – JOYCE KEKAS AND DAN DOUGLAS – REAPPOINTED
The terms of Joyce Kekas and Dan Douglas are expiring in February.  Both are eligible for reappointment and would like to be considered for reappointment.

Mr. Crowder moved that the Council suspend its rules and reappoint Ms. Kekas and Mr. Douglas by acclamation.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

DOWNTOWN HOUSING IMPROVEMENT COOPERATION – BOARD OF DIRECTORS – GLENN FRENCH REAPPOINTED
The term of Glenn French is expiring in February.  He is eligible for reappointment and would to be considered for reappointment.

Mr. Crowder moved that the Council suspend its rules and reappoint Mr. French by acclamation.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD – VACANCY ANNOUNCED
The City Clerk reported the term of Kevin Seymour is expiring in February.  He does not wish to be reconsidered for reappointment.  Therefore there is one vacancy for consideration.  No nominations were made.
RALEIGH TRANSIT AUTHORITY – COREY BRANCH – REAPPOINTED

The term of Corey Branch is expiring in February.  He is eligible for reappointment and would like to be considered for reappointment.  

Mr. Crowder moved that the Council suspend its rules and reappoint Mr. Branch by acclamation.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMISSION – DR. JOANN BURKHOLDER – REAPPOINTED

The term of Dr. JoAnn Burkholder is expiring in February.  She is eligible for reappointment and would like to be considered for reappointment.
Mr. Crowder moved that the Council suspend its rules and reappoint Mr. Branch by acclamation.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY ATTORNEY
PROBATION RENTAL OCCUPANCY PERMIT – PROPOSED REVISIONS – REFERRED TO BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
City Attorney McCormick indicated the probationary rental occupancy permit is pending in the Budget and Economic Development Committee.  He stated he had provided in the agenda packet a proposed ordinance outlining suggested revisions and suggested that it be referred to committee.  Without objection the item was referred to Budget and Economic Development Committee.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK

MINUTES – DECEMBER 10, 2013 – APPROVED

The City Clerk indicated Council Members received in their agenda packet minutes of the December 10, 2013 Council meeting.  Mr. Odom moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
ART – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Crowder indicated earlier in the meeting there was a selection of an artist relating to the remote operations center.  He stated he would like to see the Parks, Recreation and Arts Board give special consideration for North Carolina artist.  The comments were received.
CLOSED SESSION

Mayor McFarlane stated a motion is in order to enter closed session pursuant to G.S. 143-318.11(a)(3) to consult with the City Attorney and give direction to him regarding the actions to be taken in two possible claims against the city and pursuant to G.S. 143-318.11(a)(5) to consider the acquisition of real property in the southwest quadrant of the downtown area.  Mayor McFarlane moved approval.  He motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and put to a vote which passed unanimously.
The Council went into Closed Session at 3:40 p.m.
The Council reconvened in Open Session at 4:45 p.m. with Mayor Pro Tem Odom pointing out the Council discussed a real estate issue and received a report.  No action was taken.

Adjournment:  Mayor Pro Tem Odom announced the meeting adjourned at 4:46 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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