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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in a lunch Work Session at 11:30 a.m. on Tuesday, June 17, 2014 in Room 305 of the Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.




Mayor Nancy McFarlane, Presiding




Mayor Pro Tem John Odom



Councilor Mary-Ann Baldwin (arrived late)



Councilor Thomas G. Crowder




Councilor Bonner Gaylord




Councilor Wayne K. Maiorano



Councilor Russ Stephenson



Councilor Eugene Weeks (part of meeting)
Also present were City Manager Hall, City Attorney McCormick, Assistant City Manager Howe, and various department and division heads.

Mayor McFarlane called the meeting to order and explained the concept of lunch briefings pointing out there will be no requests for actions or votes.  The purpose of the meeting is to provide updates and/or information on ongoing items.  She stated in the beginning the concept is that there would be no request for action or votes.  

City Manager Hall pointed out there may be times when the Council would be asked to refer an item to a committee, bring back information, etc.  It was agreed to hold on changing that direction until all Council members were present.

City Manager Hall indicated a couple of upcoming issues relate to PeopleSoft Update and Southeast Raleigh Incubator as well as an update on the UDO’s work.

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE/LOW IMPACT DEVELOPMENT DISCUSSION
It was pointed out after the result of recent applications for development and redevelopment within the Falls Lake water supply watershed and request from Utility merger partners to consider utility expansion in the Little River Water Supply Watershed there is interest in moving from current water supply watershed protection practices to new policies that use innovative stormwater and land use practices to allow limited urbanization of water supply watersheds.  One category of innovative stormwater practices is the use of green infrastructure (GI) and low impact development (LID) for managing stormwater runoff and for maintaining water quality of drinking water supplies.  The meeting today will provide an overview of the history of stormwater management and water quality regulation by the city and a review of the current regulatory frame work and available technology.
Assistant Public Utilities Director Kenney Waldrouf utilizing a slide presentation gave information on what would be covered at the meeting.  A history of the supply watershed protection, beginning with the first water system on Rocky Branch in 1816 through the opening of the Dempsey E. Benton Water Treatment Plant on Swipe Creek in 2010.  His information touched on protecting and providing clean drinking water, various controls, agreements, and how to proceed from this point.
Stormwater Manager Mark Senior provided information on GI/LID Programs, Tetra-Tech work, various programs, examples of GI/LID practices, history and remaining challenges.  Points of discussion related to definition of P90storm and why and how that would be utilized.  

Mr. Weeks was excused from the meeting at 12:15 p.m.

The use of GI/LID in Raleigh and whether and how it should be pursued and what is being done in other cities were talked about.  Utilization in Raleigh on a city wide application or pilot type program is being looked at by Tetra Tech using primary and secondary pressure points, tension points, and various options being developed was talked about.  Where GI/LID would be utilized, what we are doing in roadway design, use or no use of curb and gutter, thresholds was talked about.  Whether we want to pursue and get more information on the utilization was talked about.  The fact that nothing is more important than protecting our water quality was touched on but we have to move very carefully on the different regulations as the decisions Raleigh makes will impact others.  The importance of this type policy decision and the need to move extremely cautiously about extending or allowing development in watersheds was talked about with all Council members agreeing on the importance of decisions.  
Mr. Odom asked that staff provide a follow up on the life time fitness development and the status of that development and the use of various design standards.  He talked about Triangle Towne Center in Mini City where we have alternatives that seem to be working but one negative impact of one failure.  The impact of what we do on other towns and vice-versa as well as the Neuse River initiative was talked about.  The concern about the message that would be sent to neighboring towns if Raleigh decided to allow development in its water supplies was put forth as a great concern.  The possibility of doing test projects or pilot projects outside our watershed before making any changes inside the water shed was talked about.  Concern about maintenance of various facilities and how the maintenance would be enforced was put forth to take the information from the studies and work with the stakeholders group before and moving ahead very cautiously and who the stakeholders would be and the need to have a very thoughtful group studying this was put forth.  Working with the consultant to develop draft proposals along with feedback from the Council Stormwater Management Advisory Group as well as Stakeholders.  The impact to any changes on future water supply, economic development, safe drinking water, etc., as well as looking at potential new water resources was touched on.  The legal questions long term maintenance obligations, enforceability and cost were talked about.  The need to continue the studies, technical challenges and solutions, in put from stakeholders, and the desire to look at utilizing these tools outside the watershed first was talked about by various Council members.  The need to have additional information such as cost effectiveness, incentives, stormwater fees, and the need to look at these issues outside the water shed first was talked about.  Ms. Baldwin talked about Raleigh being a city of innovation and she hopes that we can be a leader in this field and she looked at it as a two tiered approach, city wide and watershed issues.  
The fact that we are talking about two data streams, GI and LID inside and outside the watershed was talked about.

City Manager Hall indicated this will be brought back to the Council on a future agenda to look at how we can involved the stakeholders, separate the issues, that is, staff will bring back a recommended process including the whole maintenance issue.

LUNCH WORK SESSIONS

City Manager Hall stated he would like to clarify with the Council the use of the City Council Work Sessions.  Previously we had talked about it being an opportunity for staff to bring forth topics and discussions.  A way to determine how a project would go forth there would be no approvals, or adoptions or any actions.  He stated however, he would suggest that in cases where it would be useful for the Council to allow referring items to a committee or staff as is done in regular Council meetings with the Council agreeing that would be acceptable.  That is, no final actions, but referrals for additional information and/or action.
Adjournment.  There being no further business, Mayor McFarlane announced the meeting adjourned at 12:45 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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