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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 18, 2014, in the City Council Chamber of the Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 West Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.




Mayor Nancy McFarlane, Presiding




Mayor Pro Tem John Odom



Councilor Mary-Ann Baldwin




Councilor Thomas G. Crowder




Councilor Bonner Gaylord




Councilor Wayne K.  Maiorano



Councilor Russ Stephenson




Councilor Eugene Weeks
Mayor McFarlane called the meeting to order at 1:02 p.m.  The invocation was rendered by Councilor Weeks and the Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilor Stephenson.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS

CERTIFICATE OF APPOINTMENT – PRESENTATION MADE 

Mayor McFarlane presented a Certificate of Appointment to Nancy Novell for the Arts Commission.  Ms. Novell thanked the Council for appointing her to another term and said it was an honor and privilege to serve on the Commission.
PROCLAMATION – JAMES (MONTE) MONTAGUE DAY – PROCLAIMED
Mayor McFarlane read a proclamation proclaiming March 18, 2014 as "James (Monte) Montague Day" in Raleigh.  Mr. Montague is Chair of the Xiangyang City Committee, Sister Cities International, and she said he has done an amazing job developing the City's relationship with Xiangyang.  As a result of his efforts, the City of Raleigh and Xiangyang, China have won the Sister Cities International 2014 United States award in the "Most Innovative" category recognizing the accomplishments of the Raleigh-China Sister Cities programs and their contribution in building strong people-to-people ties.  Mr. Montague accepted the proclamation and thanked the Mayor and Council, his family, and the community for their continued support.  He recognized Mr. Weeks individually, as the two of them had traveled together to Xiangyang.  Mr. Montague invited everyone to a free family fun day at 909 Rock Quarry Road on Saturday, March 22 and invited the Mayor and Council to lunch at the Sheraton when the Chinese government officials return to Raleigh on March 28 after receiving the award in Washington, D.C.  He closed by stating it is a great honor to have this day.
RALEIGH SISTER CITIES PARTNERSHIP – INFORMATION RECEIVED
Gretchen Chapman, President of the Raleigh Sister Cities, provided information about the Sister Cities International 2014 United States award in the "Most Innovative" category.  She read the following comments into the record:

Thank you for recognizing us this afternoon and before we leave, we would like to note that this program was started by Council Member Ed Walters working with many volunteers in the community nearly 30 years ago.  While in the beginning we were funded by the City and the County, we have been a volunteer-driven effort for the past 20 years.  We have had many successes and faced many challenges.  Now we are looking forward to the next decade of progress.  I will hand to the Clerk a proposal that is intended to strengthen our ties to the City and ask that you consider it over the next few months so that together, we can take the actions that will ensure our success in the future.  Now, more than ever, with the growing presence of our city in the global community, it is important to further our efforts at strengthening our person-to-person ties to people in diverse cultures such as those represented by our Sister Cities in France, Germany, China, and Kenya, and our original partner in England.  We are ready to help and we would like you to consider this proposal.  Thank you.
Ms. Chapman handed the Raleigh Sister Cities proposal to the Deputy City Clerk.

AGENCY GRANTEE PRESENTATION – THE RALEIGH BOYCHOIR – RECEIVED
Marianne Breneman, Executive/Manager Director of The Raleigh Boychoir, introduced Artistic Director Robert Unger and a quintet from the performing choir of The Raleigh Boychoir who sang "The Star-Spangled Banner," "You're a Grand Old Flag" and "America" as a small demonstration of what they do.  Ms. Breneman expressed appreciation of the Raleigh Arts Commission for its continued support of The Raleigh Boychoir.  Mayor McFarlane commended the boys' performance.
AGENCY GRANTEE PRESENTATION – LEGAL AID OF NORTH CAROLINA – RECEIVED

Victor Boone, Esq. is Senior Managing Attorney for the Raleigh office of Legal Aid of North Carolina (LANC), which serves Wake County and Johnston County.  LANC had an office in Johnston County for 32 or 33 years, but had to close it a couple of years ago for financial reasons.  Mr. Boone expressed appreciation for the financial assistance they receive from the City of Raleigh for many years.  He then reviewed with the Council the type of cases his office handles.  LANC is a nonprofit law firm that represents low-income people in non-criminal cases.  Their cases fall into six broad categories:  consumer law (such as foreclosure, defense work, unfair business practices, auto repair cases, used car issues, and home repair cases); family law (particularly domestic violence, but also custody cases, housing cases including public housing, Section 8 vouchers, private landlord/tenant issues including convictions, and wrongful convictions in general); education law (including admission issues, custody orders for physical guardians, and disciplinary actions); employment law (unemployment insurance appeals and unlawful termination, especially termination related to discrimination); public benefits (food stamp denials and terminations, Medicaid issues temporary assistance to needy families, and some Social Security issues); and wills and advance directives for senior citizens.  The typical foreclosure case they might handle is one in which their client is in arrears.  LANC will negotiate loan modifications with lower payments and lower interest rates.  Occasionally they will represent a client on an appeal.  In one typical case, a woman's house was paid for and she refinanced it to pay other bills.  However, she did not realize there was a balloon payment involved and when the balloon payment became due, she did not have the money to pay it.  LANC intervened on her behalf and worked out an agreement that was favorable to her.  LANC represents people in homeowners association (HOA) foreclosures.  People frequently get in trouble by not paying their HOA dues. In one case, a person was only $200 in arrears for HOA dues, but her house was going to be foreclosed upon by the HOA.  LANC intervened and worked out an agreement whereby the owner would pay back the dues that were in arrears and be able to stay in her home.  LANC also represents people living in Section 8 public housing, which is an important benefit for those individuals.  These people can face voucher termination for a variety of reasons.  The final case Mr. Boone mentioned as a sample of LANC's work involved a woman in her 90s who had been denied personal care services in her home through Medicaid.  LANC appealed on her behalf and prevailed.  Mr. Boone reiterated the LANC's appreciation for the City's assistance and invited the Council to visit their office at 224 South Dawson Street any time.
Mayor McFarlane thanked Mr. Boone and Legal Aid you for what they do, adding that they are a vital part of the community.  Mr. Maiorano commented that he has had the opportunity to interact with LANC many times and they exemplify doing more with less.  It is an important function for the community and its citizens and he applauds what they do.  Mr. Weeks piggybacked on Mr. Maiorano's comments and expressed his appreciation as well.  He told Mr. Boone he had been in his corner for many years, and would continue to be in his corner.
CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor McFarlane presented the Consent Agenda, indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion.  If a Councilor request discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  She explained the vote on the Consent Agenda will be a roll call vote.  Mayor McFarlane stated no items had been pulled from the Consent Agenda.  Mr. Odom moved approval of the Consent Agenda.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Maiorano and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  The items on the Consent Agenda were as follows:

WALNUT CREEK AMPHITHEATRE COMMUNITY USE – BAND TOGETHER - APPROVED
The Band Together organization has requested the use of the Walnut Creek Amphitheatre on Saturday, May 3, 2014, as a community-use rental for the 12th Annual Charity Concert Event and has received approval from the Walnut Creek Amphitheatre administration to utilize the facility.  The necessary paperwork has been submitted as well as application funds of $500.  They have also agreed to pay facility usage fees for rental, personnel, production, parking, and cleaning.

Recommendation:  Approve the request for community use of the facility.  Upheld on Consent Agenda, Odom/Maiorano – 8 ayes.
SITE 4 PARKING LEASE – SUMMIT HOSPITALITY GROUP – FINAL EXECUTION APPROVED
Pursuant to Council approval of the Purchase and Development Agreement on February 4, 2014 and a Public Hearing on the sale of the land conducted on February 18, 2014, the City has  finalized the parking agreement that will support the operation of the hotel. The substantive deal terms have been negotiated and Council is asked to approve the City's final execution of the agreement based on business terms provided in the agenda backup. 
Recommendation:  Approve execution of the parking agreement.  Upheld on Consent Agenda, Odom/Maiorano – 8 ayes.
PETITION ANNEXATIONS – RECOMMENDATIONS APPROVED AS PRESENTED; PUBLIC HEARINGS SCHEDULED
Area Name Contiguous

Petitioner


  Acres

Proposed Use

Stonehenge Manor


Richard L. Van Tassel,
   29.26
Residential






Stonehenge Manor Developers,






LLC, Virginia H. Chavis






Revocable Trust, Chavis






Family Trust

The Haywood



Linwood Strickland and
   10.22
Residential






Brant Chesson, Stonehenge






Manor Developers, LLC

Satellite Petition 
 
Petitioner

  Acres

Proposed Use
8501 Oneal Road/


David K. and Angela W.
       .68
Residential

McNeill Property


McNeill
Recommendation:  Acknowledge the annexation petitions and direct the City Clerk to check the sufficiency of the petitions pursuant to State statutes, and if found sufficient, authorize advertisement for public hearing on April 15, 2014.  Upheld on Consent Agenda, Odom/ Maiorano – 8 ayes.
PARADE ROUTE – APRIL 19, 2014 – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

The agenda presented the following request for a parade route.  

Vicinity of Moore Square to Include Martin Street, South Person Street, New Bern Avenue, South Swain Street, East Hargett Street, South East Street, East Davie Street, and East Martin Street

Mr. Paul White, representing the Wake County SPCA, requests permission to hold a walk on Saturday, April 19, 2014 from 11:00 a.m. until 12:30 p.m.
He is also requesting to close the 200 block of South Person Street on April 19, 2014 from 11:00 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. and the 200 block of East Martin Street from 6:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.
He is requesting to encumber all parking spaces on the 200 block of East Hargett Street and all parking spaces on the 200 block of South Person Street.
He is also requesting a waiver of all City ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property.
Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions noted on the reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda, Odom/Maiorano – 8 ayes.
ROAD RACES – VARIOUS – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

The agenda presented the following requests for road races.

Vicinity of Dillard Drive, Including Orabelle Court, Bryarton Woods Drive, Southern Cross Avenue, School Creek Place, Yates Garden Lane, Silver Lake Trail, Nautia Street, and Olivias Lane (some of these roads are not in Wake County)
Mr. Kevin Boynton, representing Dillard Drive Elementary School, requests permission for a race on Saturday, May 3, 2014 from 9:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m.
Vicinity of Walnut Creek Amphitheatre; Right Lane of Rock Quarry Road From the Southern Entrance of the Amphitheatre to Sunnybrook Road
Mr. Wyatt Grow, representing Color Me Rad, requests permission for a run/walk on Saturday, April 5, 2014 from 7:30 a.m. until 12:00 p.m.
Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions noted on the reports in the agenda packet. Upheld on Consent Agenda, Odom/Maiorano – 8 ayes.
TEMPORARY STREET CLOSINGS – VARIOUS EVENTS AND DATES – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY
The agenda presented the following requests for temporary street closings.
300 Block of Blake Street Between Wolf Street and East Martin Street

Mr. Denny Markatos-Soriano, representing the East Coast Greenway Alliance, requests permission for a street closure on Sunday, April 6, 2014 from 1:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m. for a fundraising event.
The actual event will take place from 1:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m.

He is also requesting a waiver of all City ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and permission to allow amplified sound during the event.
00 Block of Davie Street Between South Dawson Street and Commerce Street
Mr. Dylan Selinger, representing Crank Arm Brewing, requests permission for a street closure from 2:00 p.m. on Friday, April 11, 2014 until 1:00 a.m. on Saturday, April 12, 2014 for an outdoor fundraising event.
The actual event will take place on Friday, April 11, 2014 from 6:00 a.m. until 11:00 p.m.
He is also requesting a waiver of all City ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and permission to allow amplified sound during the event.
300 Block of West Davie Street From Dawson Street to Harrington Street and Commerce Street From Martin Street to Davie Street
Ms. Erica Flaviani, representing The Pit, requests permission for a street closure on Saturday, April 26, 2014 from 5:00 a.m. until 8:30 p.m. for an outdoor festival.
The actual event will take place from 12:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m.
She is also requesting a waiver of all City ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and permission to allow amplified sound during the event.

100 Block of Fayetteville Street
Mr. Greg Michalek, representing Parents for Educational Freedom, requests permission for a street closure on Tuesday, May 20, 2014 from 1:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. for a public assembly.

The actual event will take place from 3:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m.

He is also requesting permission to allow amplified sound during the event.
Fayetteville Street From Davie Street to the South End of City Plaza
Ms. Amy Cox, representing Deep South Productions, requests permission for a street closure from 1:00 p.m. Thursday until 1:00 a.m. Friday on the following dates:

May 29-30

July 24-25
Jun 12-13

August 7-8
June 26-27

August 21-22
July 10-11
The actual events are for a fundraising concert series and will take place from 5:00 p.m. until 10:30 p.m.
She is also requesting a waiver of all City ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and permission to allow amplified sound during the event.
Fayetteville Street From Davie Street to the South End of City Plaza

Ms. Amy Cox, representing Deep South Productions, requests permission for a street closure from 1:00 p.m. Thursday until 1:00 a.m. Friday on the following dates:

June 5-6

July 31-August 1
June 19-20

August 14-15
July 17-18

August 28-29

The actual events are for a fundraising concert series and will take place from 5:00 p.m. until 10:30 p.m.
She is also requesting a waiver of all City ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and permission to allow amplified sound during the event.

Oberlin Road

Mr. Rami Nimeh, representing Crescent Communities, requests a temporary street closure to allow for construction to be completed for the front of the Crescent Cameron Village development beginning March 19, 2014 through April 20, 2014.
Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions noted on the reports in the agenda packet. Upheld on Consent Agenda, Odom/Maiorano – 8 ayes.
EASEMENT EXCHANGE REQUEST – 5401 NORTH, LLC – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED
A request to exchange an existing 20-foot wide sanitary sewer easement of approximately 1,526 linear feet, valued at approximately $74,489, for a new 30-foot wide sanitary sewer easement of approximately 967 linear feet, valued at approximately $69,053, has been received from 5401 North, LLC.  The easement is located at the proposed 5401 North Mixed Use development at the northeast quadrant of the US 401 and I-540 intersection in Raleigh.
The sanitary sewer easement exchange will facilitate better site development.  No monetary consideration is recommended by City staff as a condition of the exchange.
Recommendation:  Authorize the proposed sanitary sewer easement exchange and authorize publication of a Notice of Intent in accordance with state statutes.  Upheld on Consent Agenda, Odom/Maiorano – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 882.
EASEMENT EXCHANGE REQUEST – 930 LAUREL BREEZE DRIVE, KNIGHTDALE – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

The following easement exchange request has been received:
a.
An existing 20-foot wide sanitary sewer easement of approximately 1,434 linear feet valued at approximately $14,770

b.
An existing variable-width water easement of approximately 267 linear feet valued at approximately $5,121
The easements would be exchanged for the following new easement:
a.
A 20-foot wide sanitary sewer easement of approximately 1,242 linear feet valued at approximately $24,625
The easement is located at the proposed Laurel Crossing Apartments, LP development, 930 Laurel Breeze Drive in Knightdale, North Carolina. The sanitary sewer easement exchange will facilitate better site development.  Since the new infrastructure alignment and proposed exchange renders the City whole in the ability to provide on-going sewer service, as is the case with the existing alignment, no monetary consideration is recommended by City staff as a condition of the exchange.
Recommendation:  Authorize the proposed sanitary sewer easement exchange and authorize publication of a Notice of Intent in accordance with state statutes.  Upheld on Consent Agenda, Odom/Maiorano – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 883.

EASEMENT EXCHANGE REQUEST – DUKE RALEIGH HOSPITAL – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

A request to exchange an existing 20-foot wide sanitary sewer easement of approximately 840 linear feet, valued at approximately $74,489, for a new 30-foot wide sanitary sewer easement of approximately 329 linear feet, valued at approximately $69,053, has been received from Duke Raleigh Hospital, 3400 Wake Forest Road in Raleigh, North Carolina.
Since the new infrastructure alignment and proposed exchange renders the City whole in the ability to provide on-going sewer service, as is the case with the existing alignment, no monetary consideration is recommended by City staff as a condition of the exchange.
Recommendation:  Authorize the proposed sanitary sewer easement exchange and authorize publication of a Notice of Intent in accordance with state statutes. Upheld on Consent Agenda, Odom/Maiorano – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 884.

NORTHSHORE LAKE AND DAM REHABILITATION – CONSTRUCTION ADMINISTRATION SERVICES – BID AWARDED TO HDR ENGINEERING, INC.; CITY MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE CONTRACT; FUNDS TRANSFERRED
Construction administration services are required during the construction of the Northshore Lake and Dam Rehabilitation stormwater improvement project.  HER Engineering, Inc. was the design engineer and prepared the construction plans for the project.  HDR Engineering, Inc. services will be retained by staff in order to oversee the dam and lake construction.  HDR Engineering, Inc. will certify the as-built construction and obtain final dam construction approval from the North Carolina Dam Safety Division.  A contract in the amount of $422,952 has been negotiated.
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute a construction administration service contract with HDR Engineering, Inc.  Authorize the following budget transfer:
Transfer From:

470-2240-792020-975-CIP05-98280000
Five Points Drainage
$422,952

Transfer To:

470-2240-792010-975-CIP05-93460000
Northshore Lake
$422,952

Upheld on Consent Agenda, Odom/Maiorano – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 278 TF 226.
MARKET AND EXCHANGE PLAZAS IMPROVEMENTS – SURFACE 678, P.A. – CITY MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE CONTRACT AMENDMENT NO. 1
On August 6, 2013 the City Council approved the award of a contract with Surface 678, P.A., Durham to provide conceptual and schematic landscape architectural design services for the revitalization of Market and Exchange Plazas.  A contract amendment has been negotiated to provide final design drawings, bid documents, and construction administration services.  Funds are available and will be transferred administratively.
Contract History:

Original Contract Amount:
$  63,000

Amendment One:

  160,000

Total Contract Amount:
$223,000
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the contract amendment.  Upheld on Consent Agenda, Odom/Maiorano – 8 ayes.  
DOWNTOWN REMOTE OPERATIONS FACILITIES – TALBOT & ASSOCIATES CONSULTING ENGINEERS, INC. – CITY MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE CONTRACT AMENDMENT NO. 2
On December 6, 2011 City Council authorized the City Manager, in accordance with City standard procedure, to negotiate a contract for commissioning services through 50% design with Talbot & Associates Consulting Engineers, Inc., of Charlotte.  The previous amendment increased the contract by $23,923 for completion of design development and construction document services, Guaranteed Maximum Price (GMP) development and initial construction.  The second amendment, in the amount of $174,795, provides for the necessary commissioning services to complete construction and project turnover.  Funding is appropriated in the project budget.

This amendment covers the primary construction phase and close out phase for the project. The previous contract items covered the design phase with sufficient scope to cover initial site work. The final scope of construction phase commissioning services cannot be determined until the design phase is complete. The majority of commissioning services is provided during the construction and close out phases of a project. For this reason, the contract amendment required for this work is significantly higher than the initial design phase contract.
Contract History:

Original Contract Amount:
$  59,282

Amendment One:

    23,923

Amendment Two:

  174,795

Total Contract Amount:
$258,000
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the contract amendment.  Upheld on Consent Agenda, Odom/Maiorano – 8 ayes.  

CRITICAL PUBLIC SAFETY FACILITY –– DESIGN REVIEW AND COORDINATION SERVICES – CITY MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE INITIAL CONTRACT WITH FEDERAL IT, LLC
On November 19, 2013, the City Council accepted the Design Development report and authorized proceeding with the proposed Critical Public Safety Facility through the Bidding and Negotiation phases to provide for the development of a formal Guaranteed Maximum Price (GMP) for construction.
An RFQ for services to provide third party verification of system functionality and to provide additional oversight for the migration and cutover of the public safety functions was advertised on February 6, 2014 and four responses were received.  The highest rated firm to provide these services was Federal IT, LLC.  An initial proposal for design phase review services in the amount of $84,000 has been negotiated to provide for design phase technology review and coordination services for the Critical Public Safety Facility.  A proposal for construction phase services will be presented to Council once the final scope has been established.  Funding for the above referenced contracts is to be provided by Limited Obligation Bonds proposed for sale later in the fiscal year.  In the interim, City reserves will be utilized and reimbursed upon sell of the bonds.
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute an initial contract with Federal IT, LLC in the amount of $84,000.  Upheld on Consent Agenda, Odom/Maiorano – 8 ayes.  

SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENTS – DESIGN SERVICES AGREEMENT – CITY MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE CONTRACT WITH STEWART ENGINEERING, INC.
Following execution of the consultant selection process an agreement has been negotiated with the selected consultant, Stewart Engineering, Inc., for the design of sidewalks at four locations:  Maywood Avenue (South Saunders Street to Lake Wheeler Road), Wake Forest Road (Georgetown Road to Hodges Street), Wade Avenue (Hobson Court to 100' southeast of Woodburn Road) and Capital Boulevard (Appliance Court to Brentwood Road.).
The negotiated design fee in the amount of $201,667 includes sidewalk, storm drainage, erosion control, traffic control, signal, and signing plans.  Professional services will also include surveys, environmental documentation, permit applications, public and private utilities locates, preparation of plats for right-of-way acquisition, as well as bidding and contract documents suitable for letting the project to construction.  The total fees are in line with current market fee estimates.  The consultant is proposing to use 82.1% Small Disadvantaged Minority and Women Owned Business (SDMWOB) participation.  Funding is appropriated in the project budget.
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the contract.  Upheld on Consent Agenda, Odom/Maiorano – 8 ayes.  
TECHNOLOGY ENTERPRISE AGREEMENT – MICROSOFT CORPORATION – THREE-YEAR RENEWAL – CITY MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE AGREEMENT
Since 2005, the City has maintained an enterprise agreement with Microsoft that enables software consistency, access to software upgrades for desktop and server infrastructure, applications, and implementation.  Staff recommends renewal for a three-year agreement under the State of North Carolina Information Technology Services contract with Dell (State Contract 208C).  The Enterprise Agreement is in the amount of $888,111 over the three-year term.
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the Enterprise Agreement with Microsoft Corporation.  Upheld on Consent Agenda, Odom/Maiorano – 8 ayes.  
ENTERPRISE WORK MANAGEMENT PROGRAM – PROFESSIONAL SERVICES – CITY MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE CONTRACT WITH WOOLPERT, INC.
Woolpert, Inc. (Woolpert) is the software implementer for the Cityworks Enterprise Work Management project under contract, the terms of which expired December 31, 2013.  No work had been performed by Woolpert since; however, staff overlooked the contract expiration.  A new contract is required to resume and complete the remaining scope of work.
The remaining work to be performed includes development of a multi-department alternative to the Peoplesoft inventory interface at a cost not to exceed $67,333.  Funding will be transferred administratively.
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the contract.  Upheld on Consent Agenda, Odom/Maiorano – 8 ayes.  
SIX FORKS ROAD CORRIDOR STUDY CONSULTANT SCOPE – DONATION FROM MIDTOWN RALEIGH ALLIANCE – CITY MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE CONTRACT; BUDGET AMENDMENT APPROVED
On January 7, 2014, City Council authorized Administration to negotiate a contract with a consultant team, led by Design Workshop, for professional services to conduct the Six Forks Road Corridor Study.  The study will create a long-term vision for the Six Forks Road Corridor, between I-440 and Lynn Road, which includes improvements and phasing scenarios.  The study is expected to identify and analyze public-realm, infrastructure, connectivity, and urban design improvements.  The consultant proposes to complete the scope of services for a lump sum fee in the amount of $185,000, including expenses.  It is anticipated that the study will be underway for approximately eight months.  Contributions from the Midtown Raleigh Alliance will assist with the cost of the study.
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the contract and authorize the following budget amendment:
The following accounts should be increased by:

Revenue Account:

515-2410-532900-975-CIP02-85510410
Miscellaneous Revenues
$35,000

Expense Account:

515-2410-793080-975-CIP02-85510410
Consultant/Professional Services
$35,000

Purpose: To appropriate a donation from the Midtown Raleigh Alliance to support the Six Forks Road Corridor Study.  Upheld on Consent Agenda, Odom/Maiorano – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 278 TF 226.

ON-CALL SERVICES – HYDROSTRUCTURES P.A. – CITY MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE CONTRACT AMENDMENT NO. 1
An on-call contract for $145,000 was executed by the City Manager with Hydrostructures, P.A. on July 19, 2013.  Contract Amendment Number One, in the amount of $130,000, is intended to cover inspection, evaluation, and design services for gravity sewer lines and inspection of sewer lines where water line replacements are needed.  Funding is appropriated in the capital budget.
Contract History:

Original Contract Amount:
$145,000

Amendment One:

  130,000

Total Contract Amount:
$275,000
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the contract amendment.  Upheld on Consent Agenda, Odom/Maiorano – 8 ayes.
ENCROACHMENT – 343 SOUTH WILMINGTON STREET – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY
A request has been received from The Edison, LLC to install temporary shoring located in the right-of-way of 343 South Wilmington Street.  A report was in the agenda packet.
Recommendation:  Approve the encroachment subject to completion of a liability agreement and documentation of proof of insurance by the applicant.  Upheld on Consent Agenda, Odom/Maiorano – 8 ayes.
CONDEMNATION – RIGHT-OF-WAY – HONEYCUTT CREEK GREENWAY – 7208 CANAAN LANE – AMENDING RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Resolution 2012-519 authorized the City to condemn for Greenway Easement and Temporary Construction Easement over portions of property located at 7208 Canaan Lane, owned by BRNA, LLC, as part of the Honeycutt Creek Greenway Project.  In accordance with the resolution, condemnation action was filed in Wake County Superior Court on August 30, 2012 to acquire the needed property interests.
Subsequent to the filing of the condemnation action, staff has determined a need for clarity as to the City's title and right of possession to additional greenway easement area on portions of the BRNA property, adjacent to the easement already condemned by the City.  Such action requires the City to amend the Complaint, Declaration of Taking, and Notice of Deposit filings in the pending condemnation action.
Recommendation:  Amend Resolution 519-2012 to authorize the City to amend court filings to clarify title and right of possession to approximately 78,963 square feet of additional Greenway Easement area on portions of the BRNA property adjacent to the Greenway Easement previously condemned pursuant to Resolution 2012-519.  Upheld on Consent Agenda, Odom/Maiorano – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 885.

BUDGET AMENDMENTS – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented the following recommended budget amendments:

Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources Department – $9,300 – To establish a budget for donations received through the City's crowdfunding projects to purchase and install bike racks.

City Planning Department – $5,000 – To appropriate donations from Rex Hospital, North Carolina Museum of Arts Foundation, North Carolina State University, and State of North Carolina Department of Agriculture to support funding for facilitation service to the Blue Ridge Road study.
Information Technology Department – $7,000 – To appropriate funding in support of the Digital Connectors Program.
The agenda outlined the revenue and expenditure accounts involved in the various budget amendments. 

Recommendation:  Approval of the budget amendments as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda, Odom/Maiorano – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 278 TF 226.

PUBLIC UTILITIES – DELETION OF ASSESSMENT PROJECT – 4404 OLD WAKE FOREST ROAD – AUTHORIZED 
P.U. Project 2007-5, an eight-inch sanitary sewer main extension to serve property located at 4404 Old Wake Forest Road, was previously approved by Council.  Following approval, the property owner indicated that extension of the sanitary sewer main was not desired, and the project did not proceed to design or construction.  The project remains on the list of assessable water and sewer projects and should be removed from the assessment list.
Recommendation:  Authorize the project to be removed from the assessment list.  Upheld on Consent Agenda, Odom/Maiorano – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 886.
NORTHSHORE LAKE AND DAM REHABILITATION – CITY MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT WITH CENTURION CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC.; FUNDS TRANSFERRED
Bids were received February 18, 2014 for the Northshore Lake and Dam Rehabilitation Project.  Centurion Construction Company, Inc. submitted the low bid for the project in the amount of $3,668,770.  Small Disadvantaged Minority and Women Owned Business (SDMWOB) participation is 15.5%.  The Northshore Lake and Dam Rehabilitation Project involves major improvements to the lake’s aging dam and spillway system.  The current spillway is undersized and does not meet State Dam Safety standards for a high hazard dam.  The lake preservation project will also entail restoration of portions of the lakebed along with creation of wetland areas for water quality.
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the construction contract with Centurion Construction Company, Inc. Authorize the following budget transfer:
Transfer From:

470-2240-791080-975-CIP05-93460000
Northshore Project
$2,305,844

470-2240-790010-975-CIP05-86590000
Stormwater System Repair
  1,113,345

470-2240-790010-975-CIP05-93460000
NorthshoreLake Reserve
     249,581

TOTAL

$3,668,770
Transfer To:

470-2240-792020-975-CIP05-93460000
Northshore Lake Construction
$3,668,770

Upheld on Consent Agenda, Odom/Maiorano – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 278 TF 226.

TRAFFIC – VARIOUS CHANGES – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented recommended changes in the Traffic Code relating to (1) a channelization change for the I-440 westbound ramp at Lake Boone Trail; (2) a police parking zone on Davie Street; (3) a bus zone on Scales Street; and (4) a left turn restriction from Lenoir Street into the Ligon Middle School driveway.  The agenda outlined the exact locations involved and why the recommendations were being made.

Recommendation:  Approve as recommended and authorize the appropriate changes in the Traffic Code as included in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda, Odom/Maiorano – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 279.
END OF CONSENT AGENDA

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION
OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

NO REPORT.
SPECIAL ITEMS

S-56-13 – LINDEN AVENUE SUBDIVISION – FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW – APPROVED 
During the March 4, 2014 City Council meeting, an evidentiary hearing was held regarding a request from Chance and Associates on behalf of Tephra Development, LLC, developer of property located at 202 Linden Avenue, for approval of a proposed preliminary subdivision on the property, Linden Avenue Subdivision/case number S-56-13.

Following the hearing, Council voted to approve the request as presented.  The City Attorney was directed to draft the appropriate findings of fact and conclusions of law, which are included in the agenda packet.  It would be appropriate to consider approval.
Mr. Odom, seconded by Ms. Baldwin, made a motion to approve the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law.  The motion as stated as put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  

PARKS, RECREATION AND CULTURAL RESOURCES – DOG AND OTHER PET PROHIBITION IN CERTAIN AREAS/DANGEROUS DOGS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED; OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS REFERRED BACK TO THE PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD
During the February 18, 2014 Council meeting, the Public Works Committee recommended that this item be reported back to the full City Council with no recommendation.  Councilor Maiorano had questions about the item and it was directed that the item be placed on this agenda to receive a report from staff in response to his questions.
The agenda packet included the following recommendations from the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB):

The Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources Department currently provides three (3) off-leash dog parks (Millbrook Dog Park, Carolina Pines Dog Park and Oakwood Dog Park).  The City should place a priority on the development of additional dog parks and dog areas to meet the growing demand for these facilities and to provide an alternative to the use of athletic fields, courts and other non-sanctioned areas currently being utilized for this purpose.

Dogs and other pets as defined in Raleigh Code of Ordinances:  Chapter 3. Animals: Article A.:  General Provisions:  Sec.12-3004:  Definitions:  Pets shall be prohibited from the following areas in City of Raleigh Parks, Open Spaces and Greenways:

●
Playground areas;
●
Athletic fields (fenced and unfenced);
●
Tennis courts;
●
Basketball courts;
●
Volleyball courts;
●
Horseshoe pits, and
●
Other areas as designated by the Department Director.
Dogs shall be permitted in City of Raleigh Parks, open spaces, greenways and other properties managed and maintained by the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources Department and shall be cashed at all times per Raleigh Code of Ordinances:  Chapter 3. Animals:  Article A.:  General Provisions: Sec. 12-3007:  Running at Large Prohibited and Raleigh Code of Ordinances:  Chapter 3.  Animals:  Article B.:  Dogs and Cats: Division 1:  Generally:  Sec.12-3011:  Dogs at Large; Defecation on Streets and Private Property, (a).  Only non-retractable leashes up to six (6) feet in length shall be permitted. Areas designated by City Council as dog exercise and play areas shall be exempted per Ordinance No. 2013-157.

In addition, the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board seeks authorization from City Council to add to the current work plan the opportunity to work with staff to research and review the development of additional dog parks and dog areas.  This will include the opportunity to partner with neighborhoods to assist the department with ongoing maintenance of these areas.
A memorandum in the packet from Parks Superintendent Wayne Schindler and Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources Department Director Diane Sauer provided an executive summary of the recommendations and offered three options for consideration:

Option 1:
Approve the recommendations as presented by the PRGAB in their entirety.
Option 2:
Approve the prohibition of dogs and other pets from playgrounds and court areas, the six foot non-retractable leash restriction, and authorize adding to the PRGAB work plan an item for the Board and staff to research and develop additional dog parks and dog areas in conjunction with neighborhood involvement for ongoing maintenance.

Option 3:
Authorize adding to the PRGAB work plan an item for the Board and staff to research and develop additional dog parks and dog areas in conjunction with neighborhood involvement for ongoing maintenance.  Revisit other proposed recommendations at a later date.
Mayor McFarlane stated that although she has received little feedback from the other Council members, she thinks some are looking for a compromise.  People will understand why you would not want dogs in playgrounds and other areas where small children are playing; however, it seems to her it is desirable to have this as part of the PRGAB's work plan so that all ordinances and regulations are in line when the issue is brought back to the Council.  Mayor McFarlane made a motion to refer this issue back to the PRGAB and make it part of the Board's work plan.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Gaylord.
Ms. Baldwin asked if that meant dogs would be prohibited from playground areas and if the prohibition would take effect immediately.  The Mayor replied no, and clarified she wanted the entire issue to come back as part of the PRGAB's work plan.  Ms. Baldwin said she thinks everyone is in agreement that the prohibition of dogs from playgrounds and court areas should be enacted and effective immediately, and she agrees with that.  She is not in favor of eliminating the retractable leash from use.  She agrees that this issue should go back to the PRGAB.  Ms. Baldwin suggested modification of the Mayor's motion.  The Mayor said she understands the concern about retractable leashes and is fine with referring the entire issue back to the PRGAB.  Mr. Odom agreed with Ms. Baldwin that everyone is on board with regard to prohibition of dogs in playground and court areas and the Council should move forward with that.  He could support Option 2 if the leash restriction language was removed, and the option could be sent back to the PRGAB.  The leash issue could be sent back to the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources Department for further study relative to safety issues on greenways.  Mr. Maiorano commented the PRGAB has worked very hard and has been patient in educating the Council members.  He understands the concerns that have been raised and would like to do what Ms. Baldwin suggested about implementing some of these rules now and sending the rest back to the PRGAB.  The Council should give the Board the latitude it needs to fully vet the issue and come back with suggestions.

Mr. Crowder asked how play areas are defined.  Parks Superintendent Schindler responded that for purpose of this discussion, a playground is any fenced or unfenced area that contains the playground surfacing material under the play equipment and any associated site amenities, such as benches.  A playground is separate from an athletic field.  Mr. Maiorano said that definition would include sandboxes, swing sets, and any other clearly defined area where children would play, and seems to be one in which the Council is in agreement.

Ms. Baldwin offered a substitute motion to implement Option 1 which would included banning dogs from playgrounds as defined by the Parks Superintendent, eliminate the retractable leash restriction, and ask the PRGAB to return to the Council with additional recommendations after the Board has had the opportunity to look at the issue in its work plan.  Mr. Odom seconded the motion.
Brief discussion of the motion and substitute motion ensued.  Mr. Odom offered an amendment to the substitute motion to prohibit dogs from play areas and return everything else to the PRGAB for further consideration and recommendations, including the leash issue.  Ms. Baldwin accepted the amendment but pointed out she has made her position clear with regard to retractable leashes.  The Council voted 8-0 to approve the amendment to the substitute motion.  Mayor McFarlane called for the vote on the substitute motion as amended, which is now to simply approve the prohibition of dogs in play areas and return everything else in Option 1 to the PRGAB for further consideration as part of its work plan, with recommendations to be brought back to the Council.  Approval was unanimous, and the Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER
NO REPORT.

REQUESTS AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS
UTILITY EXTENSION AGREEMENT – 7520 PINECREST ROAD – REQUEST TO RESCIND – RECEIVED

Dale W. Rowe, representing himself and the Weber family, was present to request that the Council rescind its action of November 19, 2013 authorizing the City Manager to execute a utility extension agreement for 7520 Pinecrest Road.  The sewer line would serve 26 acres located at that site, but would cross land owned by the Weber family.  Mr. Rower distributed copies of materials including an excerpt from the November 19, 2013 Council minutes regarding this matter and a letter from Tommy Craven of land use consultants Priest, Craven & Associates, Inc.  The recommendation in the November 19 minutes was to authorize the City Manager to execute the sewer extension agreement.  The recommendation was made on the basis that staff reviewed the information provided by the owner and determined that a good faith effort was made to obtain the off-site sewer easement as required by the City's utility extension agreement policy.  Mr. Rowe stated no good faith effort was made.  The alleged good faith effort consisted of a letter from the property owner's consultant, ex-Council member Tommy Craven that was mailed to the Weber family on May 24.  Mr. Craven re-sent the letter on June 23 and purportedly made follow-up phone calls to the Weber family.  This letter was the extent of the good faith effort.  The letter states that if the property owner and Mr. Craven cannot procure the easement, the City of Raleigh will allow them to use a sewer pump.  He cited the following from the letter:  "The City of Raleigh Utilities department prefers this sewer line easement to sewer the Cheely property instead of a lift station that would avoid the easement on your property.  However, they have also indicated that if we are unable to procure this easement from you, then the pump station alternative would be made available to Ashton Woods."  Mr. Rowe said the letter states succinctly that a sewer easement is not necessary and the City has another solution.  He said it is important for the Council to consider the content and timing of the letter when making a decision about rescinding its November 19 action.  The letter was sent a month after the family lost their father.  The letter said no sewer easement was needed, and the letter required no response, so it was not a high priority for the Webers as they grieved for their father and handled estate matters.  While Mr. Craven was telling the Weber family that a sewer easement was not needed, the City was told a good faith effort to obtain the sewer easement was being made.  There was no communication with the Weber family that an issue existed relative to a sewer easement and Mr. Rowe opined that sounds like an attempt to avoid negotiations.  The Weber family learned of the Council's action by accident on January 20, and Mr. Rower contacted Assistant Public Utilities Director Robert Massengill two days later via e-mail and Mr. Massengill volunteered to broker a meeting.  Since that meeting, the Weber family and Mr. Rowe have met with the development team three times.  Negotiations are proceeding and they represent a good faith effort to reach an agreement.  Mr. Rowe is pleased with the progress and commended Mr. Massengill's assistance.  Mr. Rowe believes the minutes of the November 19, 2013 Council meeting imply that the Webers were uncooperative in the process because the minutes state a good faith effort had been made.  This inference was made by the Webers, Mr. Rowe and his wife, and others, and they were deeply offended this indication was made a part of the public record.  Mr. Rowe said any argument that suggests the authorization should stand, since it has no meaning unless it is acted on or may be needed later, simply compounds the injustice that has already been done.  It lends credibility to a flawed process, does not correct the injustice done to the Weber family, and biases a good faith effort to negotiate in favor of development interests.
City Manager Ruffin Hall recommended the Council refer this item back to staff for some additional work.  Staff will not proceed without scheduling a public hearing.  As Mr. Rowe mentioned, there has been additional progress and discussion.  Mr. Odom asked if the City is looking at another pump station, and the City Manager Hall replied he would defer to staff to answer that question.  Mayor McFarlane told Mr. Rowe that the Council will let the parties continue working with staff before making a decision on the request, and Mr. Rowe replied the damage has been done.  He and the Webers are trying to negotiate, but the Council is already on record as saying the sewer extension agreement is authorized, and that biases the process.  They are trying to negotiate in good faith, and the developers already have the authorization to go ahead, and basically take control of the negotiations.  Even if a hearing is held, the process is biased by leaving the previous Council action in place.  City Manager Hall clarified the process will require a formal public hearing before the City can move forward with a utility extension agreement.  Mr. Rowe asked if the Council believed a good faith effort was made, and Mayor McFarlane replied the Council would need a report from staff before they could say that.  Mr. Rowe asked if he could ask for rescission after Council has had that opportunity, and the Mayor replied affirmatively.  He also asked to be notified of the public hearing, and Mr. Odom assured him he would be notified.
NEW BERN AVENUE CORRIDOR ALLIANCE – UPDATE AND REQUEST FOR FUNDING – RECEIVED; REFERRED TO BUDGET WORK SESSION
Andi Curtis, representing the New Bern Avenue Corridor Alliance, had asked for placement on the agenda in order to provide the City Council with an update of their progress.  Michael Cole, 100 North Bloodworth Street, Chair of the Alliance, addressed the Council in her stead and explained she was at another meeting.  He distributed a packet of information that he explained was self-explanatory.  The New Bern Avenue Corridor Alliance is a nonprofit organization that was formed about 1-1/2 years ago.  They are asking the Council to allocate $50,000 in the FY15 budget to partner with the Alliance and match other contributions.  The Alliance has a very strong and diverse Board.  The packet contains information about the Board and a list of the Alliance's resources, also a part of the Board and a very talented group.  The City's financial partnership is essential for them to continue to advocate for the corridor and is in keeping with the New Bern Avenue Corridor Study adopted by the Council in January 2012.  The Corridor Study final report is also in the packet and is the template for the activity they will be involved in for the next two years.  The Alliance is a 501(c)(3) organization and has a federal tax ID number.  They have formalized Articles of Incorporation and established bylaws.  The organization has a bank account and has collected more than $5,000 in individual contributions.  The Alliance has begun working with the City for a hosted Web site similar to those of the Hillsborough Street Corridor and Blue Ridge Corridor.  They have created three functioning committees – Communications, Infrastructure, and Finance – to promote Alliance work.  WakeMed Hospital has committed to a maximum contribution of $50,000 over two years (two $25,000 payments), and the Alliance Board has committed to raising an additional $100,000.  They will work with this $200,000 over the course of several years and will be able to hire a project manager. Christine Craig, secretary of the Alliance Board and an executive at WakeMed Hospital, is also present this evening.  Mr. Cole acknowledged Mr. Weeks and said he is a very active and excellent member of the Alliance's Board.

Without objection, Mayor McFarlane told Mr. Cole his request would be a budget note in the Council's upcoming budget work sessions.

Mr. Cole said the Alliance would like to put together packages that will hopefully get developers interested in investing in the corridor.  The Alliance will need help with hiring someone to assist with that advocacy.  Mr. Odom asked if the Alliance Board contained a representative from St. Augustine's University and if they would allow a student to participate in their meetings.  Mr. Cole said the Alliance is in the process of expanding its Board.  Dr. Dianne Suber, President of St. Augustine's, is a very active member of their Board and student involvement is invaluable.  Mr. Cole said that is a great suggestion and they would appreciate whatever help Mr. Odom and Mr. Weeks could offer.  The Alliance wants to get presence on the corridor; they are currently rotating their meetings in different offices.  They would like a permanent storefront in which to hang a sign.

Mr. Weeks told Mr. Cole he appreciates all the Alliance is doing to move this forward.  This is an active Alliance and he had already made the City Manager aware of this budget note.

Mr. Cole acknowledged Octavia Rainey in the audience, stating she has been a great supporter of the Alliance and is a great bridge to the CACs.  Michael Sandman, an attorney in Raleigh who is working on the Bell View Hotel project, is the Alliance's treasurer.
WATER BILL – 1103 GARNER ROAD – SPEAKER ABSENT

Warren Muhammed, representing Muhammed Business Institute, had asked to be placed on the agenda in order to discuss the water bill for 1103 Garner Road.  He was not present at the meeting.
DOG WASTE DISPENSERS – UNIVERSITY PARK HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION – REQUEST FOR FUNDING – REFERRED TO BUDGET WORK SESSION
Sallie Ricks, 2715 Rosedale Avenue, Raleigh, NC read the following statement into the record:

Good afternoon.  I am President of University Park Homeowners Association.  UPHA is a voluntary organization listed with the City's neighborhood registry.  We reach from Cameron Village west to Meredith College and from Hillsborough Street north to Wade Avenue.

I would like to recognize UPHA for the purchase of dog waste bags and for restocking bag dispensers throughout our neighborhood.  We are committed to this project because it improves the quality of life for our residents and because it encourages responsible dog ownership.

Of the 50 dog waste bag dispensers throughout the City, our organization is responsible for 11, including two at Jaycee Park and two at the Raleigh Rose Garden.  With our organization's leadership, five volunteers refill the 11 dispensers.  Last year we spent $639 on bags, and this year have budgeted $685.  I predict this amount will increase annually.

Please know that the cost of this popular program is not sustainable for our organization. We do not collect annual dues from our members and rely on creative means to fund this project.

May I get some financial assistance from the City to help pay for the waste bags? 
Currently, the Raleigh Parks Department purchases bags and refills dispensers at 26 of the 50 stations throughout the City, including Moore Square, Chavis Park, and Lake Johnson.  They estimate the annual cost of purchasing waste bags for ALL volunteer managed locations to be $5,500.

I am requesting financial assistance from you for the purchase of bags for volunteer managed stations on public land.  I also ask your assistance for an equitable, low-cost program to provide dog waste bags in University Park and other Raleigh neighborhoods in need, partnering with volunteer organizations such as ours for restocking.

Thank you so much for this consideration and for the opportunity to speak directly to you today.
City Manager Hall stated staff had reviewed the request and agenda backup materials.  This request becomes a budget question as well as the treatment of one park v. others.  Staff is ready to respond in any way the Council may wish.  Staff responded to a question last month related to the same topic, and it was placed as a budget note for FY15.  Mr. Crowder said he believes he had requested last month that it be referred to budget work sessions.

TEMPORARY BANNER – GLENWOOD SOUTH – APPROVED

Sarah Brown, representing Appetite 4 Art for the Boys and Girls Club, had asked to be placed on the agenda in order to request permission to hang a 10' wide x 2' tall banner over Glenwood South March 19 through April 15.
Mr. Odom made a motion to approve the request.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and approval was unanimous.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
DOROTHEA DIX HOSPITAL PROPERTY – COMMENTS RECEIVED
John S. Pullen, representing the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) and the mentally ill, had asked for placement on the agenda in order to discuss with the Council any potential plans for a facility to care for the mentally ill that would replace Dorothea Dix Hospital.  Mr. Pullen stated that when the Pullen family donated the property for the hospital, the intent was for a hospital for the mentally ill. Now there is a proposal to change this property into a public park.  He asked what will happen to the mentally ill, and said the City of Raleigh is one of worst cities in America when it comes to caring for the mentally ill.
Louise Fisher, 2502 Mayview Road, Raleigh, NC 27607 stated she has been associated with Dix Hospital and mental patients for over 40 years.  She began as a volunteer and was on the board of the Volunteer Guild at Dorothea Dix Hospital.  Years later, her daughter was diagnosed with schizophrenia and was a patient at Dix.  Her daughter had been put on medication that changed her personality in the second grade and had to be removed from school.  She still has epilepsy, but not schizophrenia.  Ms. Fisher said some anti-convulsive medicines can cause psychotic behavior in some people.  Ms. Fisher was a founding member of the North Carolina Alliance for the Mentally Ill and later served on the state board.  She was a member of the Human Rights Committee at Dorothea Dix Hospital.  She was appointed to the Governor's Advocacy Council for Person With Disabilities, and was an officer in the Wake County Alliance for the Mentally Ill.  She has been an advocate for the mentally ill for 32 years.  Most families cannot or do not know how to advocate, so she does it for them.  Ms. Fisher is always concerned about the mentally ill and their families.  She knows the pain and uncertainty the family of a mentally ill patient goes through.  Ms. Fisher is concerned about the process used by the Council to try to acquire the Dix land.  Secret meetings and no forums left Raleigh residents with no voice, and there needs to be a public hearing.  She also thinks a bond is needed as was done for the $6M refurbishment of Pullen Park.  Ms. Fisher said all appraisals of the Dix property were done by a firm owned by a former City Council member who also serves on the City's Parks, Recreation, and Greenway Advisory Board, and she finds this troubling.  It is her understanding the appraisals failed to mention all the hazardous sites on the Dix campus such as the asbestos in the older buildings, the soccer field dump that was mentioned in the environmental study, the underground oil drums and their pipes, and the huge dump site that contains medical waste dating back to the Depression years when there were no regulations.  She said there is no lining under the dump.  The environmental impact study states that more studies need to be made.  Ms. Fisher said the greatest cost of all – to use the Dix property as a park – is already being felt by the mentally ill in North Carolina.  The closure of Dix Hospital affected the entire state.  Patients have been forced to live and die on the streets; she knows of at least three families in this area who do not know where their family member is since being discharged from Dix.  In 2012, The New York Times reported that North Carolina had only eight beds per 100,000 population for the mentally ill, the lowest ratio in the country.  Ms. Fisher closed by stating that when her days on earth are over, the big question will be "what have you done for the least of these?"
Hope Turlington, 4910 Lead Mine Road, Raleigh, NC 27612 thanked Ms. Fisher for being a good mother.  During the years Ms. Turlington worked at Dix Hospital, she saw many patients who had no family or anyone else visit them.  She said she was here to tell the Council what people feel about the television commercial regarding the Dix property, and read the following into the record:


Facts:  Raleigh and North Carolina taxpayers cannot afford Raleigh Dix Visionaries' visions or agenda.  Their deep pockets and power control will only allow us to pay higher tax bills for their vision with no respect given or vote for us all in Raleigh and North Carolina if they get their wishes.  As Paul Revere warned, the red coats are coming; well, the green coat park people are coming to raise your taxes and take what already belongs to our sick and all of us in North Carolina.  Yes, there should be fear and disgust in the air.  Per the N&O this week, they are already going to put a bond on the next election ballot for approximately $120M for parks, so there will be just plenty of your tax monies to throw at the purchase of their Dix vision.  We presently, as always have, use Dix as a park and without cost.  Conflicts of interest exist in many areas of the Raleigh land grab of Dix Hill.  Dorothea Dix clenches her teeth in her grave; after dying from TB she obtained from her caring for the sick with compassion and love.  She would sue if she knew anyone was misleading the public by using her good name and face in false pretense of her true vision of caring for the brain-sick humanely.  The one-sided commercials that Mayor McFarlane sits in representing this group of monied visionaries is a far from Ms. Dix's vision.  It appears the Mayor represents them and not all the people that voted her to office.  This disrespectful nose-ring leadership in its manipulative commercials should be yanked off the air same as Governor McCrory's were when he said there was room for a hospital, DHHS offices, and a park on Dix Hill in his aired interview with David Crabtree on Channel 5.  Mayor McFarlane, per the N&O, lives in the approximately $2.5M dollar home that Visionary Leader Gregory Poole lived in for many years; saying, however, that he has no influence in the Dix negotiations.  She moved in this past year.  The legally recorded deed to Dix Hill gives it to our brain-sick. The attorney for North Carolina and all leaders should have legally pursued this long ago.  Our good forefathers saw fit to protect our sick from the likes of the greed-ridden society we have surely become by the legal recorded deed of Dix.  The people in this group act as if they have heads packed with styrofoam.  They have no respect for the sick whatsoever.  I will remind you it could be any of us at the next breath.  What is going on is propaganda that is unacceptable for the sick, the people of Raleigh, and the people of North Carolina.  We do have some brains left.
Martha Brock asked to be placed on the agenda in order to discuss the appraisal for the Dorothea Dix property, and the liability for environmental remediation at the Dix Hospital campus.  Ms. Brock was absent from the meeting.
Louise Jordan, 1903 St. Mary's Street, Raleigh, NC 27608 stated she is with NAMI – Wake County and with early treatment, there is hope of recovery for the mentally ill.  Her brother Phil spent 43 years in North Carolina mental hospitals.  He spent his teenage years at Dix, where he received electric shock therapy, thorazine treatments, and was hunted like a deer when he ran away.  That day should be over.  Mental illness strikes young people and should be finding treatment in this rising star of a city.  Instead, they are frequently living in jail and getting little or no treatment.  Her brother was brilliant and had a scientific mind, but had to live caged up for 43 years.  It does not have to be like that any more.  Ms. Jordan asked if the Council members might see another way to treat the mentally ill when they visit other cities.  She asked the Council to please support the mentally ill, look at their needs, and remember those citizens who suffer so.

Ellen Betts Clemmer, 8821 Lomas Court, Raleigh, NC 27615 read the following statement into the record:

Good Afternoon.  Thank you for allowing me to speak to you today.  My name is Ellen Betts Clemmer.  I have roots In the Dix land that go way back.  On February 17, 1874 my great-great grandfather, Anderson Betts, was appointed by Governor Caldwell to the Board of Directors of what was then called the Insane Asylum of North Carolina, later to be named Dorothea Dix Hospital.

Eighty years later I found myself as a four-year-old living on "the hill" while my father worked in the hospital as a psychiatrist.  His name was Wilmer Betts.

Fast forward almost 40 years, and you would find me working on what we called the back wards of Dix Hospital with the sickest of the sick.  I was a social worker in the McBryde Building, where many of my patients had spent over half their lives.  They were safe, well cared for, and protected from homelessness and helplessness.  I dedicated my career, like my father, to helping people of our community who struggled with mental illness.  As a mental health social worker for 25 years, I would never have imagined that Dix Hospital would someday be forced to close its doors.

There was once a thriving, self-sustaining community on this land.  It was a place where people received treatment, tender care, and love; a place consecrated for all time by their suffering and their struggle to stay connected to reality.  Dix was their home.  They lived and died on this land and many are buried in unmarked graves on this property.

I urge you as our leaders to honor their existence, to respect those broken souls, our friends, our neighbors, our family, who walked among the beautiful oaks, who looked longingly out the windows down the hill to the city lights, and who suffered day after day, year after year, with mental illness.  They have a legacy that must not be forgotten, not ever.

Please include the mentally ill in your plans for the future of Dix Hill.  Your efforts to preserve the land are truly commendable.  I fully embrace the idea of a peaceful place for our all citizens to enjoy.  A park, or mixed use development, and many other ideas are interesting, but don't forget those who lived here and to whom this land belonged for more than 160 years.  Whatever you do with this land, it will forever and always truly belong to the mentally ill.
There is plenty of land for all.  We hope you will consider affordable housing for the mentally ill, a clubhouse where they could share fellowship and find refuge during the day, an outpatient clinic where treatment can be provided in a safe setting.  Some of the people who need your help are here today along with their advocates from the National Alliance for the Mentally Ill.  Please hear their silent voices.

My father, Dr. Betts, was a wise man.  He often had words of wisdom to share, and we call these "Wilmerisms."  I frequently heard him say, "Just do the right thing, the next right thing."  Please, remember these words when you make your plans for the Dix Land. I hope you will hear the voices of the past, present, and future mentally ill asking you to do the right thing for these fragile, vulnerable, and increasingly forgotten members of our community.

William Stanley, 4101 Balsam Drive, Raleigh, NC 27612 stated he serves on the Board of NAMI-Wake County.  He read the following statement into the record:

Mayor Mc Farlane, members of the Raleigh City Council, thank you for the opportunity to speak here today.  I am Bill Stanley, reside at 4101 Balsam Drive in Raleigh, and serve on the Board of Directors of NAMI-WAKE County.

Did you know that 1 in 4 adults experience a mental health disorder in a given year?

Did you know that 1 in 17 adults live with a serious mental illness?

Did you know that 1 in 5 children, ages 13 to 18, experience severe mental disorders in a given year?

Within the Raleigh City Limits, over 80,000 adults and 19,000 children live with some mental illness.

Did you know that the state funding for mental health is continually being cut back, even while the population is rising?

Did you know that cases of extremely violent acts committed by the untreated mentally ill are reported to be on the increase?

Did you know that the Wake County jail houses more mentally ill persons than any one of the State psychiatric hospitals?

As it now exists, the Dix property belongs to the citizens of North Carolina with mental disease.  North Carolina State Government is the caretaker.

With these facts, my final 2 questions are:

•
Why would you want to take the property away from the mentally ill of this state? This property can be and should be utilized for the care and treatment of the people who through no fault of their own need support and more and better facilities on the Dix campus.  They deserve a chance to get better and become productive citizens of North Carolina.
•
And if you proceed with the lease purchase plan, what will the City do to help those suffering from mental illness, or do you care?

In conclusion, I want the Raleigh City Council to have an open public meeting to receive public comments on the City's plan to lease/purchase the land for use as a park.
Full disclosure of your due diligence, including costs, property appraisal details, building disposal and environmental concerns, future improvements, utilization of historic buildings, should be fully disclosed and be open for comment.
Mental illness is no walk in the park.

Mayor McFarlane thanked each person for coming here today and said she honors and respects their advocacy.  Unfortunately, after some earlier recommendations in 2010, the General Assembly voted to close Dorothea Dix Hospital and end mental health services on that campus.  That decision still stands.  This is not a discussion of providing a park v. providing mental health services.  There have been some recent inquiries about the planning of Dorothea Dix Park.  The City has no planning activities underway at this time with any stakeholders, including Dix Visionaries.  The City of Raleigh and the State of North Carolina continued to be engaged in negotiations about the Dorothea Dix campus.  When the City and State conclude these negotiations and a new agreement is reached, there will be a comprehensive public master planning process for the future park.  She estimates that will take a couple years at least.  This process will be transparent and the City Council wants all interested stakeholders to take part.

MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

UNFIT BUILDING DEMOLITION – VARIOUS – HEARING – ORDINANCE ADOPTED; 460 DACIAN ROAD TO BE PLACED ON APRIL 1, 2014 AGENDA AS SPECIAL ITEM
This was a hearing to adopt an ordinance authorizing the demolition of the unfit buildings as listed below and pursuant to the provisions of Section 11.6.8D of the City Code if the repairs necessary to render the dwellings fit for human habitation are not completed within ninety (90) days.









TAX

VACATED

LOCATION


PROPERTY OWNER
ID NO.
AND CLOSED
460 Dacian Road (C)

Barbara Karas


0061650
504 days

703 East Hargett Street (C)
Lynn Griffin Burrell

0074162
656 days

Mayor McFarlane opened the hearing and the following people spoke.
460 Dacian Road

Franklin Green, Esq., Brock & Scott, PLLC, 5121 Parkway Plaza Boulevard, Charlotte, NC 28217 – Mr. Green stated he is an attorney representing the servicer of the loan on this property.  His client does not oppose the 90-day ordinance.  The property needs repairs, but someone just made an offer to purchase it.  His client is in the process of getting an evaluation of the property, both interior and exterior, to see if the offer is valid.  In 90 days the property may be sold to a new owner, and the new owner is fully aware of the condition of the property and the requirement to repair it within 90 days or it will be demolished.
Mr. Odom made a motion to adopt the ordinance and authorize the City Attorney to negotiate an extension with the appropriate party if the sale takes longer than 90 days.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin.
City Attorney Tom McCormick reminded the Council the ordinance would not normally come back to them in the future. He suggested holding the item until the next Council meeting to see if sale is concluded.
Without objection, the Mayor announced this item would be held until the next Council meeting.
703 East Hargett Street

Lynn Griffin Burrell, 500 Haywood Street, Raleigh, NC 27601 – Ms. Burrell stated the first time this item was brought to Council, the property had just been transferred from her mother’s name to her name.  At that time, she had requested an extension of time to make the necessary repairs to the property (Clerk’s Note:  September 17, 2013 Council meeting).  Her mother had given money to several different contractors but no one had made the repairs.  Ms. Burrell was able to recover some of the money from the contractor who had obtained a permit but did no work on the house.  Since the property is now in her name, and the violations were against her mother, she asked the Council to please give her another time extension so she can try to obtain a City rehabilitation loan.

Housing Inspection Administrator Ashley Glover stated this item had been brought to the Council in September 2013 for the same type of ordinance.  Ms. Burrell had transferred ownership of the house from her mother to herself three days before that Council meeting.  No additional repairs have been made to the property since that time, and it is in severe deterioration.  The property is secure, and he recommends adopting the 90-day ordinance to see what kind of progress is made from the point forward.
There were no more speakers and the Mayor closed the hearing.  Mr. Crowder mad a motion to adopt the ordinance for 703 East Hargett Street.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all Council members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a vote of 8-0.  See Ordinance 280.
Mayor McFarlane told Ms. Burrell to notify Housing Inspection Administrator Glove of any work she does in next 90 days.

PUBLIC NUISANCE ABATEMENT – VARIOUS – HEARING – CHARGES CONFIRMED; RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the adoption of a resolution confirming the charges for the abatement of public nuisances as a lien against the property as listed below:








TAX

      COST OF
LOCATION


PROPERTY OWNER
ID NO.
      ABATEMENT
416 Rogers View Court (C)
Pelagic Investments, LLC
0245010

$350
420 Rogers View Court (C)
Pelagic Investments, LLC
0245009

$350
3704 Tryon Road (D)

Rosa Burt Goodson

0071452

$550

3915 Virginia Street (C)
Triangle Relocation, Inc.
0071253

$625

Mayor McFarlane opened the hearing.  There were no speakers; thus, the hearing was closed.

Mr. Crowder made a motion to adopt the resolution confirming the charges.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all Council members voting in the affirmative.  Mayor McFarlane ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 887.
SURPLUS PROPERTY – 324 EAST DAVIE STREET – PRIVATE SALE – HEARING – SALE APPROVED; RESOLUTION ADOPTED
This was a hearing to receive comment regarding the private sale of 324 East Davie Street to Preservation North Carolina for the estimated fair market value of $38,000 pursuant to NCGS 160A-457.

Mayor McFarlane opened the hearing.  There were no speakers; thus, the hearing was closed.

Mr. Odom made a motion to adopt the resolution authorizing the sale of 324 East Davie Street as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all Council members voting in the affirmative.  Mayor McFarlane ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 888.

STREET IMPROVEMENTS – FOX ROAD – HEARING – APPROVED; RESOLUTION ADOPTED

During the March 4, 2014 Council meeting, a hearing was held to consider the construction of a 53-foot back-to-back street including curbs, gutters, drains, and pavement, with sidewalk on both sides, on Fox Road from Spring Forest Road to Summer Boulevard with assessment to apply at the current rate $32 per linear foot.  The hearing was held open to receive a report from Administration regarding assessments.

Mayor McFarlane opened the hearing.  There were no speakers; thus, the hearing was closed.

City Manager Ruffin Hall stated staff recommended moving forward with the street improvements with assessments to apply as outlined in the packet memorandum from Assessment Supervisor Jimmy Upchurch, i.e., it was confirmed that a fee-in-lieu had been paid for properties with Tax ID #0337245 and Tax ID #0150784 and those property owners will not be assessed.
Mr. Odom made a motion to adopt the resolution authorizing the improvements to Fox Road as presented.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all Council members voting in the affirmative.  Mayor McFarlane ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 889.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE

BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

NO REPORT.
Mayor McFarlane announced the Committee would not meet on March 25, 2014.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE
COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

NO REPORT.
Committee Chairman Stephenson announced the Committee would meet on March 26, 2014.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF
THE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

NO REPORT.

Committee Chairwoman Baldwin announced the Committee would meet on March 25, 2014 at 2:00 p.m. instead of 4:00 p.m.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION
OF THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

NO REPORT.
Committee Chairman Weeks announced the Committee would meet on March 25, 2014.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE

TECHNOLOGY AND COMMUNICATION COMMITTEE

NO REPORT.
Committee Chairman Gaylord announced the Committee would not meet on March 25, 2014.
REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

LOW IMPACT DEVELOPMENT (LID) TECHNOLOGY – UPDATE REQUESTED – REFERRED TO FUTURE COUNCIL WORK SESSION

Mr. Maiorano stated the City of Raleigh is looking into the use of LID technology, but he does not understand the status of the review process.  He would like an update and report on where the City will be going with that.  City Manager Hall said he is not sure of the status and asked if Mr. Maiorano would prefer a written report or discussion during a Council work session.  Mr. Maiorano replied he was not opposed to addressing it in a future work session, and Mr. Hall said staff will schedule that.

Mr. Stephenson said they have had discussions with staff as to Council’s direction relative to the City’s LID contract with Tetratech; more specifically, whether that direction really got to the key issues and whether the scoping and proceeding efforts are beneficial.  He also looks forward to receiving a report on this issue.

TOWN HALL MEETINGS – ANNOUNCED

Mr. Maiorano said at the Council’s retreat, the Council members had talked a lot about communication, interaction and engagement with City residents.  He has talked to the Mayor and the City Manager about a particular approach and consequently has decided to proceed in District A with a series of town hall meetings to address specific topic issues of importance to that district and what the City of Raleigh is doing about them.  He will invite the at-large Council members to participate in order to engage fully with residents.
Mr. Weeks commented he has also thought of holding town hall meetings for District C.  He will coordinate dates and topics with Mr. Maiorano so the meetings for the two districts will not interfere with each other or be repetitive.

For coordination purposes, Mr. Crowder reminded Mr. Maiorano and Mr. Weeks that the District D Neighborhood Alliance meets on the third Saturday every month.  The Mayor and at-large Council members have a standing invitation to attend their meetings as well.

HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION – VACANCIES – APPOINTMENTS MADE

Mr. Weeks said the City Council had put a hold on nomination of citizens to the Human Relations Commission while the Commission prepared a report on its history, background, and composition of its membership.  The Commission is almost below its quorum for purposes of holding meetings and taking action, and he asked the Council to remove this hold.  Mayor McFarlane said she had received an e-mail stating the Commission was down to a 50% membership.  Without objection, she declared nominations were open again.

Ms. Baldwin nominated Chris Moutos, a former Chair of the Human Relations Commission.  He had accepted a job in Atlanta but had recently returned to Raleigh.  Mayor McFarlane said his nomination makes three, as Jason Spriggs and Brian Fitzsimmons were nominated at an earlier Council meeting.  Mr. Weeks believes there are three other resignations that have not made their way to the City Clerk’s office yet.
Mr. Maiorano made a motion to suspend the rules and appoint Jason Spriggs, Brian Fitzsimmons and Chris Moutos to the Human Relations Commission.  Mr. Gaylord seconded the motion and approval was unanimous.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
SOUTH BY SOUTHWEST CONFERENCE – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mayor McFarlane thanked James Sauls and Derrick Minor for the trip to South by Southwest.  It was a great experience and a good learning experience about staying on top of the game and out front, and she enjoyed hearing what other communities are doing.  They brought back a few ideas, and she particularly loved the suggestion of 30-minute priority loading zones for musicians like those found in Austin and Seattle.  She thinks this would be good for downtown venues.
TRAFFIC CONCERNS – DREWRY HILLS NEIGHBORHOOD

Mr. Gaylord said he was approached by a coalition of Drewry Hills neighbors regarding traffic issues in their community.  Some of the issues are eligible for traffic calming and the residents want to accelerate the process and not have to wait the standard two-year period.  A unique characteristic of their residential streets is that some have no sidewalks.  He would like this referred to the Public Works Committee.

Committee Chairman Weeks recommended the Drewry Hills residents talk to staff again and that staff provide Council with a report about traffic calming prioritization and the possibility of moving Drewry Hills up on the list before the issue is referred to Committee.  Mr. Gaylord pointed out they have talked to staff and have been approved for traffic calming, but the City’s program sets funding for two years out.  The sidewalks are a separate issue, but are related to traffic calming because residents have no sidewalks and are forced to walk in the streets.
Ms. Baldwin suggested it would be helpful for all the Council members to receive that report.  Mayor McFarlane said she would like to hear about sidewalks and how that plays into traffic calming in neighborhoods.
CROWDSOURCING – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Gaylord thanked staff for the pilot project of crowdsourcing, Raise Raleigh, which was a great success.  He has had discussion with staff regarding what the next steps are.  He would like to send the topic to the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission, the Arts Commission, and the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board.  All three groups deal with projects that could be crowdsourced and he would like to ask how they might use the information gained by the Raise Raleigh pilot program to fund their specific areas of expertise.

Mr. Maiorano asked if the Council has engaged the City Attorney’s office relative to making sure we understand how to use crowdsourcing, and the regulatory scheme or lack thereof.  This is relatively uncharted territory and he would like to know the legal risks and ramifications if it is used by a municipality.  Mr. Gaylord said they have looked at.  Ms. Baldwin pointed out it had been discussed by the Law and Public Safety Committee.  The Committee fully engaged all departments within the City and it was thoroughly vetted before the City move forward.  The Committee addressed equity issues and made sure all legal issues were taken care of.  Mr. Odom wants to ensure the City continues to look at equity so that crowdsourcing opportunities are put all over the City of Raleigh and not just in one or two particular areas.  Mr. Maiorano said he still wants the City Attorney’s office to look into crowdsourcing before the City engages in the practice.
RALEIGH-DURHAM AIRPORT AUTHORITY – NOMINATION MADE

Mr. Gaylord nominated Jeff Stocks to the Raleigh-Durham Airport Authority and moved to close nominations.  Mr. Maiorano seconded the motion to close nominations.
Mr. Odom said he will not vote for that motion because he has a nomination to make.  Ms. Baldwin reminded the Council members that there is no woman currently sitting on the Authority.  She was contacted by members of the City’s delegation who asked that the Council nominate a woman who has marketing and business development skills, so she and Mr. Maiorano had nominated Heather Denny at the last Council meeting.
ST. BALDRICK’S FOUNDATION EVENT – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mr. Gaylord announced he will participate in in the annual St. Baldrick’s Foundation head-shaving event on April 12 to raise money for childhood cancer research.
COUNCILOR CROWDER – ABSENCE FROM MEETINGS – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Crowder thanked the Council members for their patience while he visited Paris, Berlin, and Prague two weeks ago.  The trip was very educational with regard to the cities’ transportation systems, and how they treat open and green space.
COMMUNITY USE OF CITY FACILITIES – REPORT REQUESTED

Ms. Baldwin said she was happy to see that Band Together was on today’s agenda for Walnut Creek Amphitheatre community use.  She would like to see Band Together use the Red Hat Amphitheatre as well, and asked if the City has a community use policy for that Amphitheatre.  If there is a policy, she would like to see it.  If there is no policy, she would like one to be created.  The City Manager replied that staff will bring the Council a report on that.

HQ RALEIGH – COMMENTS RECEIVED; LOADING ZONE DESIGNATION REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION
Ms. Baldwin congratulated HQ Raleigh on its recent ribbon-cutting.  They have tripled their space and have 70 companies signed up, so they are almost at capacity after opening just one week ago.  There is a loading zone designation outside HQ Raleigh at 310 Harrington Street and there is no loading going on there anymore.  She asked staff to work with HQ Raleigh, William Cozart, and Humble Pie to see if it makes sense to change the loading zone designation for that parking space while considering the needs of all the businesses.  The City Manager said staff will look into the situation.
APPOINTMENTS
APPOINTMENTS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN
The Deputy City Clerk read the following results of the ballot vote:

Arts Commission – One Vacancy.  Stan Williams – 3 (Baldwin, Crowder, Maiorano); Chandra Branch – 4 (Gaylord, Odom, Stephenson, Weeks).  This item will be carried over to the next Council meeting.

Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission – One Vacancy.  Paul Nevill – 3 (Baldwin, Maiorano, Weeks); Harry Johnson – 4 (Crowder, Gaylord, McFarlane, Stephenson).  This item will be carried over to the next Council meeting.

Environmental Advisory Board – Three Vacancies.  Robert R. (Rob) Gelblum had been nominated previously.  Lauren Wellborn was nominated by Mr. Crowder.  Dr. Norman Camp was nominated by Mr. Weeks.  Anya Gordon was nominated by Mayor McFarlane and Ms. Baldwin.  This item will be carried over to the next Council meeting.

Raleigh-Durham Airport Authority – One Vacancy.  Heather Denny – 4 (Baldwin, Maiorano, Odom, Weeks); Tom Bradshaw, Jr. – 3 (Crowder, McFarlane, Stephenson).  Earlier in the meeting, Mr. Gaylord nominated Jeff Stocks.  This item will be carried over to the next Council meeting.

Raleigh Transit Authority – One Vacancy – Alternate Member.  No nominees.  This item will be carried over to the next Council meeting.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

City Attorney Tom McCormick reported he has two items for discussion in closed session.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK

MINUTES – FEBRUARY 14, 2014 – APPROVED AS PRESENTED
Council members received in their agenda packets copies of the minutes of the February 14, 2014 City Council meeting.  Mr. Odom moved approval as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all Council members voting in the affirmative.  Mayor McFarlane ruled the motion adopted on a vote of 8-0.

TAXES – ADJUSTMENTS – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

A resolution was presented adjusting, rebating, or refunding penalties, exemptions, and relieving interest for the late listing of property for ad valorem taxes.  Mr. Odom moved approval as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all Council members voting in the affirmative.  Mayor McFarlane ruled the motion adopted on a vote of 8-0.  See Resolution 890.
CLOSED SESSION

Mayor McFarlane moved to enter closed session pursuant to G.S. 143-318.11(a)(5) for the purpose of instructing City staff concerning negotiation for acquiring property in the following areas:  purchase of property in the downtown area; pursuant to G.S. 143-318(a)(3) to consult with the City Attorney about possible litigation resulting from events in the Oakwood neighborhood; and pursuant to G.S. 143-318.11(a)(6) to conduct the quarterly performance review of the City Manager.  Ms. Baldwin seconded the motion and approval was unanimous.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a vote of 8-0.  Council entered closed session at 3:03 p.m.
The City Council reconvened in open session at 5:02 pm.  Mayor McFarlane announced that in closed session, the Council gave the City Attorney direction on how to proceed in two real estate matters and conducted the City Manager’s quarterly review.
ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business before the City Council, Mayor McFarlane announced the meeting adjourned at 5:02 p.m.
Leslie H. Eldredge

Deputy City Clerk

