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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 20, 2014 in the City Council Chamber of the Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.




Mayor Nancy McFarlane, Presiding




Mayor Pro Tem John Odom



Councilor Mary-Ann Baldwin




Councilor Thomas G. Crowder




Councilor Bonner Gaylord




Councilor Wayne K. Maiorano



Councilor Russ Stephenson



Councilor Eugene Weeks

Mayor McFarlane called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Reverend David Mallory, Hillyer Memorial Christian Church.  The Pledge of Allegiance was lead by Councilor Baldwin.  

The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS

PROCLAMATION – WELCOMING CITY – PROCLAIMED

Mayor McFarlane read a proclamation stating the City of Raleigh recognizes that cities that proactively welcome immigrants and take steps to ensure their successful integration will be strategically positioned as globally competitive, 21st century leaders.  The Proclamation outlined Raleigh’s commitment and its Human Relation Commission which is pleased to join with Uniting NC and Welcoming America’s Welcoming Cities and Counties Initiative to ensure full support and equal access to opportunities for our newest immigrant residents and all who call Raleigh home.  The proclamation proclaimed Raleigh, North Carolina as a Welcoming City.  The Proclamation was accepted with words of appreciation and it was indicated this is a national initiative.

PROCLAMATION – RAVENSCROFT SCHOOL ATHLETICS DAY - PROCLAIMED
Mayor McFarlane read a proclamation commending Ravenscroft students who continue to shine both in and out of the classroom and capturing numerous titles and awards.  In 2014 the girl swim team and Wrestler Garrett Hicks continued that tradition.  The proclamation talked about the efforts and the successes and proclaimed May 20, 2014 as Ravenscroft School Athletics Day in the City of Raleigh.  Those present representing the team were asked to stand.

JOHN CHAVIS PARK – GIFT – PRESENTED

David Diaz and Dan Nelson of the Downtown Raleigh Alliance presented the City and South Park neighborhood with a large painting of the Chavis Park Carousel with the City skyline in the background.  Mr. Diaz presented the painting to Lonnette Williams pointing out it shows a great view from Southeast Raleigh.
Ms. Williams expressed appreciation to all for the advancement of Chavis Park and the revitalization of the South Park neighborhood. She expressed appreciation to DRA for the painting.  
GIRL SCOUT RACHEL HOPKINS – PRUDENTIAL COMMUNITY SPIRIT AWARD – PRESENTED
Lisa Jones, Chief Executive Officer of the Girl Scouts North Carolina Coastal Pines, expressed appreciation to the Council for welcoming the Girl Scouts at today’s meeting and joining in their recognition of one of Raleigh’s girl scouts.  She introduced Rachel Hopkins, pointing out she is proud to honor Ms. Hopkins with the Prudential Spirit of Community Award for her volunteerism and advocacy work with amphibian conservation in North Carolina.  

Ms. Jones told of Rachel’s interest in amphibian conservation which started when she was in the 6th grade and learned that amphibians were the most endangered group of animal species on the planet.  She talked about Rachel’s work to build awareness at her school, approaching County Commissioners, Governor Beverly Purdue and General Assembly and worked that resulted in North Carolina being the first State to declare a statewide “Save the Frogs Day”.  Ms. Jones told of Rachael’s work with nonprofits, the North Carolina General Assembly and the fact that on June 13, Governor McCory declared the Pine Barrens Tree Frog of North Carolina State Frog and the Marbled salamander the State’s salamander.  Rachel has been recognized with the Presidential Volunteer Service Award, Ms. Jones presented Rachael with a Certificate and letter from the President of the United States who commended Rachel for her volunteer service and commitment to the community.
Fred Lewis, Prudential Financial, stated his company and partnership with the National Association of Secondary School Principals sponsor a National Awards Program to honor young Americans who care about their world and find a way to make a difference.  Mr. Lewis talked about the number of young people across the country who are considered for the award and the fact that there is a select few in each state and the District of Columbia who are selected for this special recognition.  He stated Ms. Hopkins has been singled out from all of the middle level and high school students in North Carolina for her outstanding service to her community Mr. Lewis presented her with an engraved Prudential Spirit of Community bronze medallion.  He congratulated her for a job well done. 

In accepting the Award, Ms. Hopkins expressed appreciation to the Girl Scouts, her school and the various politicians she worked with throughout this project.  She encouraged people to have an open mind towards conservation and expressed appreciation to all.  
CENTENNIAL AUTHORITY – PRESENTATION – RECEIVED

Jeff Merritt, Executive Director of the Centennial Authority, recognized Authority members present including Chairperson, City Attorney Thomas A. McCormick.  

Mr. Merritt indicated in the 2013-2014 fiscal year, the arena entertained 1.45M people.  The attendance was up due to more live performances, hosting of the second and third round of the NCAA Tournament.  He talked about what the Convention and Visitors’ Bureau, city and county and others did to make the tournament such a great event.  He pointed out that event brought $4.2M direct spending 17,000 visitors, 10,100 hotel rooms nights explaining 71% of the visitors were from outside the Triangle and 29% were from out of the state.

Mr. Merritt talked about the 25 year master plan which guides the board on what they need budget wise, talked about construction projects underway, Community Outreach Program, etc.  He stated last year, they paid $1.8M in State and local taxes.  He pointed out they are they only public building in North Carolina that pays taxes and they do that in the form of a payment in lieu of taxes.  He stated over their 14 year history, $28M has gone back into the general funds of the City and County.  He told of the upcoming events and pointed out October 29, 2014 the Arena will be celebrating its 15th birthday.  
City Attorney McCormick pointed out the Centennial Authority is the only recipient of the hotel/motel taxes that returns money to the City and County.

AGENCY GRANTEE PRESENTATION – URBAN MINISTRIES – RECEIVED
Peter Morris, Urban Ministries, talked about the City’s generous contribution that they utilize in the Helen Wright Center for Women.  He talked about the number in the area that are considered homeless, the number of women they serve, pointing out single women seems to be the hardest to place.  He talked about the services offered which includes services related to healthcare, homeliness and hunger.  He expressed appreciation for the City’s support of their program pointing out they look forward to a continued relationship.

CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor McFarlane presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion.  If a Councilor requests discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  Mayor McFarlane stated the vote on the Consent Agenda will be a roll call vote.  Mayor McFarlane stated she had received the following requests to withdraw items from the Consent Agenda:  Strong Drainage Petition (Weeks); NCDOT Municipal Agreement – TIGER Grant (Baldwin); Professional Engineering Services – Kimley Horne (Maiorano); Abbotts Creek Park – Barnhill Construction Company (Mariorano); Critical Public Safety Facility – Material Testing (Baldwin); Network HUT License Agreement – Google Fiber (Crowder).  Without objections those items were withdrawn from the Consent Agenda.  Mr. Crowder moved approval of the Consent Agenda as amended.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  The items on the Consent Agenda were as follows. 
DEVELOPMENT FEE SCHEDULE – INDEXED FEES ANNUAL ADJUSTMENTS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
The Unified Development Ordinance in conjunction with the Development Fee Schedule requires annual adjustments to facility fees and thoroughfare fees indexed to the construction cost index as published in the Engineering News Record (ENR) and development and fire prevention fees and permits indexed to the Consumer Price Index (CPI).  The ENR is 2.57% and the CPI is 1.50%.  The rates have been adjusted to reflect the corresponding increases.  Additional information was available in the Council packet.
Recommendation:  Approve the annual adjustments to be effective July 4, 2014.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.  See Ordinances 303 and 304.
PAWNBROKER’S LICENSE – PICASSO PRAWN SHOP/2657 APPLIANCE COURT - APPROVED

Mr. William S. Dawson III has applied for a pawnbroker’s license to open a new Picasso Pawn Shop to be located at 2657 Appliance Court, Raleigh, 27604.  Under City Ordinance 12-2101(d) the pawnbroker’s license requires Council approval.
The building at 2657 Appliance Court is located off Capital Boulevard and formerly housed Perkins Restaurant.  Mr. Dawson has received the required Change of Use permit to transition the building from a restaurant to a pawnshop.  The proposed business will operate seven days a week, with day and evening hours.  The business will provide check cashing services and will not sell firearms or alcohol nor allow alcohol to be consumed on the premises.
The Northeast CAC expressed concern that the opening of a pawn shop in the area, particularly in such close proximity to several other pawn shops, would lead to increased criminal activity and would provide no significant contribution to the area.
The Police and Inspections reports indicate approval.  The Fire Department has granted a provisional approval based on a review of the construction plans.  Final approval will be subject to the inspection conducted during the Certificate of Occupancy process.  Mr. Dawson has satisfied all of the criteria for a pawnbroker’s license.
Recommendation:  Approve the pawnbroker’s license application.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.
SKYCREST DRIVE – CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN FOR UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANK – VARIOUS ACTIONS

Withers & Ravenel has been retained to assist with environmental remediation of the former Perry Property located at 2300 Trawick Road, located in the northeast quadrant of Trawick Road and Skycrest Drive.  The site was formerly utilized as a convenience store with petroleum sales and was purchased by the City in 1998 in advance of roadway improvements to Skycrest Drive.

Withers & Ravenel has finalized a Corrective Action Plan (CAP) that consists of connecting 16 homes to water service southwest of the Trawick/Skycrest intersection and in close proximity to the migrated petroleum plume.  The agreements require the City make the payments for the standard utility connection fees and water assessment fees.  A supplemental agreement is required for Withers & Ravenel to implement the CAP.  Funding includes engineering and environmental services ($336,307) and standard utility connection fees ($96,002) that total of $432,310.
The next step in the CAP process will be to obtain construction bids for the work associated with plumbing connections, well abandonments, installation of the soil vapor extraction system, and the installation of a 500’ water main along Andor Place.  The total of these three contracts are estimated at approximately $227,000 and will require additional funding transfers once bids are secured.
	Original Contract:
	
	$  86,720

	Amendment No. 1:
	Well Installation, Soil & Groundwater Sampling
	32,478

	Amendment No. 2:
	Additional Well Installation, Soil & Groundwater Sampling
	66,917

	Amendment No. 3:
	Additional Well Installations, Groundwater Sampling, Corrective Action Plan Development, Water Service Agreements, Soil Vapor Extraction System Design
	113,824



	Amendment No. 4:
	Corrective Action Plan Implementation, Mobile Vacuum Tanker Fuel Recovery, Design Services, Construction Administration, Well Installation, 5-Year Groundwater Monitoring & Reporting
	336,307

	New Contract Total:
	
	$ 636,246


Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the contract amendment and to execute utility connection agreements with the 16 homeowners.  Authorize the following budget transfer:

Transferred From:

525-790010-2210-975-CIP02-82710000
Capital Reserve
$44,869

525-791020-2210-975-CIP02-82710000
Project Acquisition
14,136

525-791020-2210-977-CIP02-82710000
Project Acquisition
48,925

525-792160-2210-977-CIP02-82710000
Utility Construction - Communications
15,000 

525-792900-2210-977-CIP02-82710000
Construction in Progress - Miscellaneous
1,966

525-790010-2210-975-CIP02-88380000
Congestion Management
200,000

525-790010-2210-975-CIP02-88390000
Economic Development RDOT
   107,414


$432,310

Transferred To:

525-792900-2210-975-CIP02-82710000
Construction in Progress - Miscellaneous
$432,310

Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 305 TF 230.

ROAD RACES – VARIOUS – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

The agenda presented the following request for Road Races.

Vicinity of Rex Healthcare, Pope’s Creek, Common Oaks Drive, Forest Pines Drive, Wakefield Plantation Drive, Old Falls of Neuse Road, Wakefield Drive, Wakefield Falls, Green Elm Lane, Canes Way

Mr. Marc Primanti, representing FS Series Racing, requests permission for a street closure on Sunday, August 17, 2014 from 7:00 a.m. until 10:00 a.m. for the Rex Wellness Sprint Triathlon benefit race.

Vicinity of Trinity Baptist Church, Terry Street, Northbrook Drive, Gates Street, Sampson Street, Pamlico Drive, Davidson Street, Yadkin Drive, Rampart Street, Gunnison Place, Coronado Drive, Manchester Drive, Wimbleton Drive, Shelly Road, Langley Circle, Cranbrook Road, Six Forks Road

Mr. Ren Wiles, representing North Hills, Inc., requests permission for a street closure on Saturday, September 16, 2014 from 8:45 a.m. until 10:30 a.m. for the North Hills 5K benefit race.

Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions noted on the reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.
STREET CLOSINGS – VARIOUS DATES AND EVENTS – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

The agenda presented the following requests for temporary street closings.

500 and 600 Blocks of Kirby Street, 500 Block of Bilyeu Street between the two ends of Kirby Street
Ms. Beth Khalifa, representing her neighborhood, requests permission for a street closure on Saturday, June 21, 2014 from 3:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. for a neighborhood block party and parade.
The parade will be held from 5:00 p.m. until 6:30 p.m.

She is also requesting a waiver of all City ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property.

00 Block of Edenton Street between Wilmington Street and Salisbury Street

Ms. Dianna Mauney, representing State Capitol Historic Site, requests permission for a street closure on Friday, July 4, 2014 from 9:30 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. for July 4th festivities.

The actual event will take place between 11:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.
Vicinity of 2300 Block of Sapphire Valley Drive adjacent to 2340, 2344, 2341, and 2345 Sapphire Drive

Mr. Mark Echols, representing his neighborhood, requests permission for a street closure on Saturday, July 5, 2014 from 5:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. for a neighborhood block party.

He is also requesting a waiver of all City ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property.
Vicinity of Great Laurel Drive from Atamasso Circle to 7312 Great Laurel Drive

Ms. Jackie Gilson, representing her neighborhood, requests permission for a street closure on Saturday, July 19, 2014 from 1:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. for a neighborhood block party.
Vicinity of Habitat Court from 12 Habitat Court to the dead end.

Ms. Lena Barbour, representing her neighborhood, requests permission for a street closure on Saturday, July 19, 2014 from 9:00 a.m. until 5:30 p.m. for a children’s festival.
400 Block of Fayetteville Street

Mr. Frank Bloom, representing the Downtown Raleigh Alliance, has previously been approved for a street closure on every Wednesday starting on April 30, 2014 through Wednesday, October 29, 2014 from 6:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. for the Raleigh Downtown Farmer’s Market.
He would now like to request an additional day of Wednesday, November 5, 2014 be added as the final day.
400 Block of Fayetteville Street from Davie Street to the Marriott Circle

This item was previously approved on the March 4, 2014 agenda.  Mr. Bloom is now requesting to extend the setup and break down hours for the City Plaza closure.
Mr. Frank Bloom, representing the Downtown Raleigh Alliance, requests permission for a street closure on Fridays, May 23, 2014, May 30, 2014, June 6, 2014, June 13, 2014, June 20, 2014 and June 27, 2014 from 1:00 p.m. until 11:59 p.m. for PNC Raleigh Movie Nights.
He is also requesting a waiver of all City ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and permission to allow amplified sound during the event.
Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions noted on the reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.
SANDY FORKS ROAD WIDENING PROJECT – RESOLUTION OF INTENT SCHEDULE IN PUBLIC HEARING – APPROVED

Public meetings were held on December 5, 2013, April 10, 2014, and May 13, 2014 for the Sandy Forks Road Widening Project from Six Forks Road to Falls of Neuse Road, which includes curb and gutter, sidewalk, bicycle lanes, LED lighting and landscaping.  It is now appropriate to schedule a public hearing to consider final authorization of the project.  Assessments would be applicable.
Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution of intent to schedule a public hearing for Tuesday, July 1, 2014 to consider the improvements.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 906.
MITCHELL MILL ROAD – WIDENING PROJECT – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

Public meetings were held on September 23, 2010 and May 05, 2011, with another scheduled for May 20, 2014, for the Mitchell Mill Road Widening Project from Louisburg Road to Forestville Road, which includes curb and gutter, water main, sidewalk, and bicycle lanes. It is now appropriate to schedule a public hearing to consider final authorization of the project.  Assessments would be applicable.
Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution of intent to schedule a public hearing for Tuesday, July 1, 2014 to consider the improvements.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 907.

EASEMENT – LEESVILLE ROAD/HARESNIPE COURT – APPROVED

Request from Capital Oaks Retirement Community, LLC for sanitary sewer and temporary easement on City of Raleigh properties located at 0 and 6800 Leesville Road and 3984 Haresnipe Court.  A report was in the agenda packet.
Recommendation: Approve the easements requested.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.
HOUSING AND NEIGHBORHOOD PRESERVATION SOFTWARE – SOFT DESIGN, INC. – CONTRACT EXTENDED

Soft Designs, Inc. is currently under contract to provide software for the management of Housing, Public Nuisance, and Vehicle Code enforcement operations.  The vendor also provides software to operate the Rental Dwelling Registration Program, Probationary Rental Occupancy Permit (PROP) Program, and a complaint database.  The two-year contract expires on June 30, 2014.  Housing and Neighborhood Preservation staff recommends a new two-year contract.  Funding is programmed in the 2014-15 budget.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute a contract for a two-year period beginning July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2016 in an amount not to exceed $172,340.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.
CAPITAL AREA METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION – LEASE – MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE

The combination of additional staff, increasing demands for meeting space, and additional constituent members has resulted in CAMPO outgrowing its current space in the Professional Building at 127 Hargett Street.  CAMPO meeting requirements have grown to the extent that an offsite meeting facility must now be used to handle the regular monthly Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) and Technical Coordinating Committee (TCC) meetings, committee meetings, and training workshops.  A selection panel reviewed four proposals for office and meeting space to accommodate needs within a single office space.  On April 16, 2014, the CAMPO Executive Board (TAC) approved the selection of space at 421 Fayetteville Street for its combination of onsite office and meeting space, accessibility, and proximity to other City offices as well as to State and Federal partnering agencies.
The request has been reviewed by the Budget and Management Services Department and reviewed by the City Attorney as to form.  Funding is included in the FY 2015 work program.  Council authorized lease negotiations at the May 6, 2014 regular meeting.
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute a lease for 7,792 ± square feet at 421 Fayetteville Street.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.
PUBLIC UTILITIES FACILITIES – LANDSCAPE SERVICES – MANAGER AUTHORIZE TO EXECUTE CONTRACT WITH DAVIS LANDSCAPE, LTD.

Four competitive proposals were received to provide landscape services at four Public Utilities Operations locations.  The lowest responsive proposal was submitted by Davis Landscape, LTD for a total of $511,600 for five years of service.  The proposal includes a three-year contract and two potential one-year extensions ($102,320 per year).

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the contract.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – ayes.
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES – ON-CALL CONTRACT WITH BROWN AND CALDWELL CONTRACT AMENDMENT - APPROVED

An on-call contract for $200,000 was approved August 6, 2013 following a request for qualifications process.  Contract Amendment Number One, in the amount of $400,000, is intended to cover assessment and engineering services at the E.M. Johnson Water Treatment Plant and sewer pump station rehabilitation engineering services.
Contract History:

Original Contract

$200,000

Amendment Number One

  400,000
New Contract Amount

$600,000

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the contract amendment.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.

PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES – W.K. DICKSON AMENDMENT #1 - APPROVED
A contract for $100,000 was executed with W.K. Dickson on May 20, 2013 following a request for qualifications process.  Contract Amendment Number One in the amount of $200,000 is intended to cover additional on-call design services for sewer collection and water distribution projects.
Contract History:

Original Contract

$100,000

Amendment Number One

200,000
New Contract Amount

$300,000

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the contract amendment.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.

MANGO CREEK SANITARY SEWER IMPROVEMENTS – PARK CONSTRUCTION OF NC, CHANGE ORDER – ONE APPROVED

Park Construction of NC, Inc. is currently under contract for the Mango Creek Sanitary Sewer Improvements project within the jurisdiction of the Town of Knightdale.  The change order is intended to cover additional rock excavation overruns at the contract unit prices, extension of two bore casings to avoid fiber optic utility conflicts, and the addition of geotextile fabric for areas with poor soil conditions.

Contract History:

Original Contract Amount

$2,486,814

Change Order Number One

     727,654
New Contract Amount

$3,214,468

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the contract change order and authorize the following budget transfer:

Transferred from:

349-5210-790010-944-CIP01-95350000
Knightdale Poole Wastewater Conveyance
$727,654

Transferred to:

349-5210-792020-944-CIP01-89980020
Mango Creek Parallel Sewer
$727,654

Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 305 TF 230.
DUKE ENERGY CENTER PERFORMING ARTS – KLING STUBBINS AMENDMENT #1 – APPROVED

On September 3rd, 2013, the City Council approved the City Manager to execute a contract for initial professional design services for interior improvements to the Duke Energy Center for the Performing Arts.  The goal of the renovation effort is to improve the carpet, colors, lighting, finishes, furnishing, equipment, signage, restroom layout, and pedestrian flow.  The initial contract with Kling Stubbins was executed to develop a conceptual and schematic design. The initial contract provided for an assessment of the existing facilities which was used to generate specific recommendations which were incorporated into a conceptual design and preliminary budget.  This amendment represents the majority of the design effort.  The fee proposed in this amendment includes developing the design, completing construction documents, providing bidding support and construction administration services. This amendment was anticipated and falls within the budgeted funding for this effort.

	Original Contract:
	Assessment, Conceptual Design, Schematic Design
	$147,400

	Amendment No. 1:
	Design Development, Construction Documents, and Construction Administration
	350,805

	New Contract Total:
	
	$498,205


Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute a contract amendment with Kling Stubbins in the amount of $350,805 to provide professional design services for the interior improvements to the Duke Energy Center for the Performing Arts.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.

TRANSIT SERVICE CONTRACT – FORTIFY FORTY – AMENDMENT #2 TRIANGLE TRANSIT – APPROVED

It is requested that the budget be amended for an executed agreement with Triangle Transit for the lease of 13 transit buses.  This Amendment Number Two will provide funds through FY2015 to refurbish and lease 13 transit buses to be used for transit services to and from Southern Wake County for traffic mitigation during the Fortify roadway project that will be under construction through CY2016.  All expenses associated with the bus refurbishment and lease are 100% reimbursable by Triangle Transit, who will in turn be reimbursed by North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT).  Expenses for the refurbishment and lease of the 13 buses will be invoiced and received monthly from Triangle Transit.  There will be no cost to the City of Raleigh for this amendment.

Contract History:

Original contract:
$80 per service hour, revenue to the City.

Amendment One:
Extension of time performance by one calendar year.

Amendment Two:
Refurbish and lease of 13 transit buses.

Recommendation:  Approve the contract amendment and authorize the following budget amendment:

Increase Revenue Account:

410-0000-530900-580
Miscellaneous Revenue - Transit
$550,000

Increase Expense Account:

410-2260-711040-580
Lease Equipment
$550,000

Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 305 TF 230.

INSIGHT GLOBAL – MASTER SERVICES AGREEMENT – APPROVED

The Information Technology Department requests to amend the existing master services agreement with Insight Global to provide professional services for two personnel resources.  The agreement will not exceed $252,000 annually and $756,000 over the three-year contract term.  The contract provides for supplemental contract staff working in the infrastructure division.  A transfer is required to fund current year obligations.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the services contract.  Authorize the following budget transfer:
Transferred From:

100-1815-707900-744
Professional Services
$61,400

Transferred To:

100-1820-707900-750
Professional Services
$61,400

Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 305 TF 230.
PERSONNEL – PARKS, RECREATION AND CULTURAL RESOURCES – RECLASSIFICATION APPROVED
Reclassification of one vacant position, Senior Service Specialist, pay grade 26 (Position 3340, Job Code 4102) to Assistant Park Operations Supervisor, pay grade 29 (Position 3340, Job Code 2119) is requested.  The position reclassification will benefit this work program by improving operational efficiency and accountability.  The reclassifications have been reviewed by the Human Resources Department.  The FY2014-2015 budget impact of this request is estimated at $4,343.

Recommendation:  Approve the position reclassification.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.
ENCROACHMENT – 116 NORTH HARRINGTON STREET – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

A request has been received from Windstream to install fiber optic cable located in the right of way 116 North Harrington Street.  A report was included in the agenda packet.
Recommendation:  Approve the encroachment subject to completion of a liability agreement and documentation of proof of insurance by the applicant.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.
ENCROACHMENT – DEPARTURE DRIVE – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

A request has been received from RST Global Communications, LLC to install fiber optic cable located in the right-of-way Departure Drive.  A report was included in the agenda packet.
Recommendation:  Approve the encroachment subject to completion of a liability agreement and documentation of proof of insurance by the applicant.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.
BUDGET AMENDMENT – FIRE DEPARTMENT- APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented a budget amendment in the amount of $57,000 to appropriate funding from the North Carolina Department Public Safety, Division of Energy Management, in support of the hazardous materials response team.  The agenda outlined the revenue and expenditure accounts involved in the recommended budget amendment.

Recommendation:  Approve budget amendment as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 305 TF 230.
HORSESHOE FARM NATURE PRESERVE – PHASE ONE CONSTRUCTION - BID AWARDED TO FRED SMITH COMPANY

On April 10, 2014, four bids for the Horseshoe Farm Nature Preserve Phase One construction project were received.  The Law and Public Safety Committee has conducted the statutory hearing for the one bid withdrawal.

· Fred Smith Company – $1,859,081 (Base Bid plus selected Alternates)

· D.H. Griffin – $1,951,500 (Base Bid plus selected Alternates)

· Harrod and Associates – $2,065,200 (Base Bid plus selected Alternates)

· Hurley Group – Bid Withdrawn 

Staff recommends that the bid be awarded to the Fred Smith Company with the total contract amount being $1,859,081 including the base bid and alternates.
Funding in the amount of $1,586,780 is currently available in the capital budget.  Fred Smith Company has reported Small Disadvantaged Minority and Women Owned Business participation to be a total of 15% ($279,400).  The participation breakdown is minority firms 8% ($148,900) and women firms 7% (130,500).
The following budget transfers are recommended:

Transferred From:

625-792010-6210-975-CIP03-88500000
Horseshoe Farm Dam Repair
$   6,057

636-790010-6210-975-CIP03-80120000
Aquatics Center
413,565

636-790010-6210-975-CIP03-94640000
Timberlake Neighborhood Park
17,763

636-790010-6210-975-CIP03-99280000
Jaycee Center Expansion
   26,881


$464,266

Transferred To:

636-792020-6210-975-CIP03-90500000
Horseshoe Farm
$464,266

Recommendation:  Authorize the execution of the construction contract with Fred Smith Company in the amount of $1,859,081 for the Horseshoe Farm Nature Preserve Project and authorize the budget transfer.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 305 TF 230.

TRAFFIC – SPEED LIMIT REDUCTION FAIRWAY DRIVE – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
It is recommended that the speed limit be reduced from 35 mph to 25 mph on Fairway Drive.  This portion of Fairway Drive is classified as a Neighborhood Local and is constructed to typical residential street standards.  This request meets the requirements of the adopted Neighborhood Traffic Management Program.  A signed petition has been received by staff representing at least 75% of the residents or property owners along the street in support of this speed reduction request.
Recommendation:  Approve as recommended and authorize the appropriate changes in the traffic code as included in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Weeks – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 306.
END OF CONSENT AGENDA

STORM DRAINAGE PETITION – 2701/2705 – NEW BERN AVENUE – AMENDMENT AUTHORIZED
A request for stormwater drainage project assistance was reviewed out-of-cycle by the Stormwater Management Advisory Commission (SMAC) on November 7, 2013.  The project was previously approved by Council on January 2, 2013 for a total City share contribution of $122,500 and total owner share contribution of $7,300.
The property owners now request additional assistance.  The project is listed below for Council review and additional funding is recommended by the SMAC in accordance with the provisions of the Storm Drainage Policy.
	Property Petition
	Project Total
	City Share
	Owner’s Share

	2701/2705 New Bern Avenue
	$44,500
	$42,700
	$1,800


The cost of this project, including previously approved funding, will be a total City contribution of $165,200 and total owner share of $9,100.  The project was originally approved as a reimbursement project per request of the property owner.
Recommendation:  Approve the recommendation for drainage project assistance.

Mr. Weeks stated he had withdrawn this from the Consent Agenda as he had questions on why and what is being proposed.

Stormwater Engineer Scott Bryant explained the project pointing out this relates to a daycare facility.  The project is in construction and the cost and design cost in the earlier budget will not cover the needs.  He pointed out staff and Stormwater Management Advisory Commission has reviewed this and recommends approval.  He explained the original share, the increased city and property owner cost.  Mr. Crowder has questions about the cap of the City’s participation with Mr. Bryant pointing out it is actually two projects and the total city cost is $9,100.  
Mr. Crowder pointed out this is a project on which he has performed work and he feels he needs to be excused from participation.  Ms. Baldwin moved that Mr. Crowder be excused from participation on this item.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Maiorano and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  Mr. Odom moved approval of the recommendation as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Crowder who was excused from participation.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  

TIGER GRANT – NCDOT MUNICIPAL AGREEMENT – MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE

Funds have been awarded through the TIGER 2012 and TIGER 2013 grant programs to construct Phase I of Raleigh Union Station.  On July 25, 2013 the City and the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) entered into a Municipal Agreement for the design and construction of the station and associated track improvements using $26,500,000 in Federal TIGER 2012 funds and $9,000,000 in State matching funds.
This agreement was subsequently amended October 15, 2013 and November 21, 2013.  A new, updated agreement is proposed to reflect changes related to the City’s contract with the Construction Manager at Risk to implement the Station and Site improvements.  The agreement allows both the NCDOT contractor and the City's contractor to utilize TIGER 2012 funds.  No additional funding is proposed as a result of the new agreement and no change in overall project scope is proposed.  This agreement would supersede the previously executed agreement and subsequent amendments.
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the Municipal Agreement.  Ms. Baldwin stated she withdrew this from the Consent Agenda as her employer is involved therefore she needs to be excused from participation.  Mr. Maiorano moved that Ms. Baldwin be excused from participation in the NCDOT Municipal Agreement/TIGER Grant.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 8-0 vote. 
Mr. Maiorano moved approval of the recommendation to execute the agreement as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Ms. Baldwin who was excused from participation.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES ON-CALL CONTRACT – KIMLEY-HORN AND ASSOCIATES AMENDMENT – APPROVED

An on-call contract for $100,000 was executed on May 20, 2013 following a request for qualifications process.  Contract Amendment Number One, in the amount of $250,000, is intended to cover inspection, evaluation and design services for gravity sewer lines and inspection of sewer lines where water line replacements are needed.
Contract History:

Original Contract

$100,000

Amendment Number One

  250,000
New Contract Amount

$350,000

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the contract amendment.  Mr. Maiorano pointed out he would like to be excused from participation on this item because of work with the applicants in the past.  Mr. Odom moved that Mr. Maiorano be excused from participation in this item.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote and Mr. Maiorano left the table.
Mr. Odom moved approval of the Manager executing the contract amendment as outline.   His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Maiorano who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  

ABBOTTS CREEK PARK – BARNHILL CONTRACTING COMPANY GMP 2 TO AMENDMENT – APPROVED
Wake County, Wake County Public School System (WCPSS) and the City of Raleigh entered into an inter-local agreement on August 2, 2010 for the planning and development of Abbotts Creek Elementary School and Abbotts Creek Community Center and Park on the Durant Road site.  On February 18, 2014 City Council authorized the City Manager to execute a contract for $8,500 with Barnhill Contracting Company as the selected Construction Manager at Risk (CMAR) to provide pre-construction services.  On May 6, 2014, City Council authorized the City Manager to execute a contract amendment in the amount of $3,892,380 under the Guaranteed Maximum Price (GMP) 1 for Phase I of the shared construction of site development components.  The formal bid process for construction of the community center was conducted by the CMAR on April 17 and 25, 2014, and is proposed under a separate GMP 2 in the amount of $7,455,650.

GMP 2 includes Small Disadvantaged Minority and Women Owned Business (SDMWOB) participation of 25.4%, exceeding the City’s 15% goal.  The combined GMP 1 and 2 and associated CMAR fees for Barnhill Contracting result in a total project budget of $11,348,030.  Funds are appropriated from the 2007 Parks Bond, supplemented by WCPSS reimbursement for shared cost components as provided in the interlocal agreement.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute a contract amendment for the GMP 2 in an amount not to exceed $7,455,650 with Barnhill Contracting Company.  Authorize the following budget amendment and transfers:

The following accounts should be increased by:

Revenue Account:

625-6210-527050-000-CIP03-98810000
Interlocal Agreement Support
$1,505,605

Expense Account:

625-6210-792020-975-CIP03-98810000
Abbots Creek Park
$1,505,605

Transferred From:

636-6210-790010-975-CIP03-99320000
Reserve – Land Acquisition
$1,583,258


2007 Park Bond

Transferred To:

636-6210-791010-975-CIP03-98810000
Land Acquisition – Abbots Creek Park
$1,577,394

636-6210-791030-975-CIP03-98810000
Legal/Recording Fees
        5,864


$1,583,258

Mr. Maiorano pointed out he had asked that this item be pulled from the Consent Agenda as he would request to be excused from participation because of work in the past with these companies. He stated he had previously been excused.  Mr. Odom moved Mr. Maiorano be excused from participation in this item.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 and Mr. Maiorano left the table.  
Mr. Odom moved approval of the recommendation as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Maiorano who was excused from participation in this item.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 305 TF 230.

CRITICAL PUBLIC SAFETY FACILITY – MATERIALS TESTING AND INSPECTIONS CONSULTANTS/CONTRACT WITH KLEINFELDER, INC. – APPROVED

On November 19, 2013, the City Council accepted the design development report and authorized proceeding with the proposed Critical Public Safety Facility through the Bidding and Negotiation phases to provide for the development of a formal Guaranteed Maximum Price (GMP) for construction.  As a part of this report, Council authorized proceeding with a request for qualifications (RFQ) for materials testing and special inspections services for the project.

The RFQ was advertised on November 21, 2013 and nine responses were received.  A shortlist was developed and interviews were conducted on February 17, 2014.  The highest rated firm to provide these services was Kleinfelder Inc.  Staff has negotiated a contract with Kleinfelder, Inc. in the amount of $390,000 to provide the Construction Materials Testing, Special Inspections, and Third-Party Inspection services for the Project.  Funding for the above referenced contracts is to be provided by Limited Obligation Bonds proposed for sale later in the fiscal year.  In the interim, City reserves will be utilized and reimbursed upon sale of the bonds.
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute a contract with Kleinfelder, Inc. for the construction materials testing and special inspections consultant services for the Critical Public Safety Facility in the amount of $390,000.
Ms. Baldwin stated she had asked that this item be withdrawn from the Consent Agenda pointing out her employer is involved in this contract.  Mr. Maiorano moved Ms. Baldwin be excused from participation in this item.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
Mr. Maiorano moved the recommendation as outlined be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Ms. 

Baldwin who was excused from participation.   The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  

GOOGLE FIBER – NETWORK HUT LICENSE AGREEMENT – VARIOUS ACTIONS APPROVED

Google Fiber proposes to evaluate the feasibility of constructing fiber-to-the-home (FTTH) broadband networks in thirty-four cities within nine metropolitan areas across the country, including Raleigh.  Deployment of a FTTH broadband network may require the installation of structures to house network equipment throughout the City.  Staff has been evaluating the potential for installation of the “network huts” on City property.  As part of the evaluation process, the City and Google Fiber have negotiated a template Network Hut License Agreement (License Agreement) for the location of network huts on City property.  A copy of the agreement is included with the agenda packet.
The terms for the License Agreement will allow use of property owned by the City for the location, maintenance, and operation of the network huts, each of which is on average approximately 12’ wide, 28’ long, and 9’ high, plus appropriate security fencing on locations determined to be mutually acceptable to both the City and Google Fiber.
The term for the License Agreement, which includes rights analogous to a lease, would be ten years.  The charge to Google Fiber for the use of City property will be $2.00 per square foot, including areas required for fencing.  Based on current tax valuations, as well as standard appraisal practices, it is recommended that an annual lease rate of $2,800 per hut for a typical 1,400 sf average site, which equates to $2.00/sf, be considered a reasonable estimation of current fair market value.  This figure is in alignment with lease rates negotiated by other municipalities.  The terms and conditions require the City to extend the same rights to other network-based providers of internet access and multichannel video programming services on a non-discriminatory manner.
The existing practice for the publication of City Council intent to consider and approve the lease of City property for a period of ten years is to receive authorization to publish the notice at the Council meeting prior to the lease being considered.  To expedite the lease approval process the City Clerk, in consultation with the City Attorney’s office, requests authorization to advertise future lease arrangements under this agreement without prior consent for each individual advertisement.  Each item will be advertised as required by statute prior to being considered by the Council, but the two-meeting cycle for Council approval would be shortened to one.
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the license agreement.  Authorize the City Clerk to advertise future site leases for Network Hut Licenses under this agreement without prior consent of Council.
Mr. Crowder stated he withdrew this from the Consent Agenda questioned if we will also look into the North Carolina Engine project and others and others as well as Google.  Chief Information Officer Roper indicated that is correct.  She pointed out we would make decisions on sites based on designs, etc. that will be used.  In response to questioning Ms. Roper pointed out all of the sites would come back to City Council and the City will have access for maintenance, etc., on each site etc.  Mr. Crowder moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

REZONING Z-5-14 – MITCHELL MILL ROAD – PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZED FOR JUNE 3, 2014

This is a request to rezone property from R-4 to IX-3 CU.
CR-11570 from the Planning Commission finds that the request is not consistent with the Future Land Use Map, the Urban Form Map, or the Wake Crossroads Area Plan.  The request is inconsistent with several Comprehensive Plan policies and is incompatible with the surrounding land uses.  The Planning Commission recommends denial of this case and recommends that the City Council authorize a public hearing for the case on June 3, 2014.
Planning Commission Chair Quince Fleming explained the request and the recommendation.  Mr. Odom moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  

REZONING Z-11-14 – TRYON ROAD – REFERRED TO COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE; PUBLIC HEARING ESTABLISHED FOR JUNE 3, 2014

This is a request to rezone property from O&I-1 CUD w/ SRPOD to OX-4-PL-CU w/SRPOD.

CR-11571 from the Planning Commission finds that this case is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and should be approved in accordance with the zoning conditions submitted May 13, 2014.  The Planning Commission recommends approval and recommends that the City Council authorize a public hearing on June 3, 2014.

Mr. Crowder stated the community has a lot of concern and they want to have an opportunity for further discussion on possible conditions; therefore, he would like to refer the item to Comprehensive Planning Committee but go ahead an authorize the public hearing for June 3.  The fact that people could discuss the item in Comprehensive Planning as well as comment at the public hearing and the conditions was discussed.  Ms. Baldwin stated she has no problem with the item going to Comprehensive Planning Committee as long as it come back to the next meeting.  Without further discussion, the item was referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee and the rezoning case authorized for public hearing on June 3, 2014.  
SPECIAL ITEMS

SIGN TASK FORCE – SCOPE OF WORK – CONFIRMED; TASK FORCE MEMBERSHIP – TO BE PLACED ON JUNE 3, AGENDA

During the May 6, 2014 Council meeting, it was agreed that Councilors Crowder, Gaylord, and Maiorano would develop a list of ten persons from the various names submitted by staff and Council and recommend a ten member Sign Task Force.  It would be appropriate to receive the report, confirm the membership, and provide direction to the group.

Mayor McFarlane stated she understands that Mr. Crowder, Mr. Maiorano and Mr. Gaylord have  had scheduling conflicts and had not been able to meet and come up with a recommended list; therefore, the item would be placed on the June 3 agenda to received a report and make appointments to the task force.  

Ms. Baldwin stated after reading the minutes from the last Council meeting and talking to a number of people relative to this sign ordinance, there are several items that seem to have traction pointing out she is not saying that the City Council should change any of these items but she would like to see the task force look at these seven items.

1. Inside the window signs which is why the item came before the Council to start with

2. LED signs, standards and consistency with Wake County regulations or standards as now there is a mix-match

3. Profile signs - she understands there is a lot of concern from the community about profile signs.  She stated Seaboard Station is a very good example.  Nobody knows what is behind the one sign.  There is no way for businesses to communicate that they are in Seaboard Station and that is why we keep seeing the Ace Hardware truck parked out front.  They are just trying to let people know there are located in that area, so profile signs is something she would like for the group to look at.

4. The 3-color limitation for mixed use centers has come up time and time again.  

5. Creativity – She stated there may be a need for some type sign alternative or approval such as going before the Appearance Commission, the Arts Commission or may be a combined committee.  She stated she keeps hearing especially from young people and young business owners that they would like an opportunity to be more innovative and more creative with their signage and there is no way to do that.

6. Size of signs and limits of signage on buildings.  She stated this issue comes up time and time again and she does not know whether she is advocating change or not, she just would like to look at where we stand and she would like to know what other communities are doing that is look at the community standards.

7. Signage for emergency room/medical centers.  She indicated Mr. Weeks had asked that this be looked at as there seems to be limits as to what medical center can do for signage for situations such as emergency rooms, and other parts of the facility.

She stated this is the seven (7) items that she would ask the Task Force to look at and she wanted to bring it to the Council for consideration.

Mayor McFarlane stated the Council had the discussion two weeks ago about the scope of what the Council would be asking the Task Force to do and the Council at that time determined the group was formed to look at inside the window signage but also asked the group to bring back a list of procedural issues or concerns as it is alleged that people are having problems with procedural or permitting issues.  The second thing the Council asks is that the Task Force develop a list much like the list Ms. Baldwin just presented on issues that keep popping up relative to the sign ordinance.  In order words, the charge to the Task Force was to look at inside window signage and bring back the two lists of issues.  She stated the inside the window signage issues she assumes includes LED signs.  She stated the list Ms. Baldwin outlined is a great starting point.  We could give that list to the Task Force and they could add to the list and bring back a report and the Council could at that time determine the cost and how the Council wanted to address the issues.  

Ms. Baldwin talked about the scope of work and pointed out it may be the Council wants to hire a consultant to help ease the burden of staff and she feels it would be appropriate to look at that also.  Mayor McFarlane again stated the Council voted on this issue two weeks ago and the feedback she has received from staff is that they did not have the resources or the budget to do a full blown review of the sign ordinance now, that is why the Council is asking the Task Force to bring back a list of items that keep rising to the top and the Council can review it, and determine how much staff and money it wants to dedicate to the issue.  

Mr. Crowder stated may be the City Attorney’s Office can help with the issue of planning staff workload.  He stated he would like to see how the City’s ordinance stands up with other municipalities, not only in the Triangle, but throughout the State.  He stated the sign ordinance has served the City extremely well over the years, he feels it has contributed to the economic development and growth we have seen as we are one of the fastest growing municipalities in the nation and he feels the sign ordinance is part of what has made us a very attractive city.  He stated he wishes we could regulate creativity but we cannot.  He asked if the Attorney could provide some kind of comparison.  

City Attorney McCormick indicated his office could certainly do that; however, he would point out that the issue of signs is really more of a community oriented question, that is, how the people in the community want their city and buildings to look.  He stated he would be glad to look at what other cities are doing but this is something that is kind of unique to each city.  Mr. Crowder stated he was looking more for whether our ordinances street or lenient compared to other cities pointing out he understands Raleigh’s sign ordinance is pretty lenient with Ms. Baldwin stating she is not hearing that.  

Mayor McFarlane again stated she feels the Council has already laid out what the Task Force is going to do.  The Council has asked for three reports – inside window signage, issues that continue to come to the top and procedural or permitting issues.  

Mr. Odom stated there is no way he can hide his passion for the sign ordinance.  He stated he personally identifies with many small businesses, some of whom are still here and some that have gone by the way side.  He has lived with this sign ordinance for 16 to 20 years.  He stated he feels we do have problems with the City’s sign ordinance.  This Council did not address the sign ordinance in the UDO and he feels we should address the issues now.  He thinks it needs to be put on the table and should be a pretty high priority because our economy creates jobs, etc.  He stated Seaboard Station is a great example of some of the problems.  The individual businesses do not have signage and they have struggled through the years.  He agrees that is why the Ace Hardware person puts their truck out front.  He stated he feels it is very important that the issues be addressed and he would like clarification on what has been voted on with the Mayor again pointing out the Council voted on the scope of work of the Task Force and set the task force membership at around 10.  

Discussion took place as to what was voted on with Mr. Gaylord pointing out he felt the Council did vote on the deliverables with various Council members weighing in.  

Ms. Baldwin moved that the Council ask the Task Force to look at the seven (7) items she outlined in addition to any procedural problems or other issues that arise to the top.  Ms. Baldwin called the question and discussion followed on parliamentary procedure.  

Mayor McFarlane stated she does not feel anyone is disagreeing that the seven (7) items need to be looked at and there are probably more.  She stated at the last meeting there was discussion at the table and the Council asked the Task Force to spend time engaging with the public and businesses and get a list of all of the issues that are rising to the top.  She feels the seven (7) issues outlined by Ms. Baldwin will probably be at the top of the list that comes back.  Mr. Gaylord made a substitute motion that the seven items mentioned by Ms. Baldwin be referred to the Task Force as a starting point for their deliberations about the pain points within the community.  Ms. Baldwin questioned if that is a substitute motion with Mr. Gaylord indicating it is.  The substitute motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Crowder who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-1 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

BUDGET AND CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM – PROPOSAL – RECEIVED WORK SESSION DATES ESTABLISHED

Presentation of the proposed budget for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2014 will be made at the meeting.  The proposed budget and capital improvement program documents will be distributed at the meeting
Recommendation: Refer the budget proposals to work sessions for deliberation by City Council.
City Manager Hall expressed appreciation to the Mayor and members of the City Council for their support during his first six months in the position of City Manager.  He stated it has been a learning experience; he has been very impressed with the staff and organization.  He stated the budget he is presenting is reflective of some of the things he identified coming in and working with staff.  
City Manager Hall indicated the FY15 operating budget covers the period July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2015; the total FY15 revenue is some $750M with FY15 expenditures totaling the same amount.  He stated during the presentation he plans to touch on revenue and economic outlook, expenditure highlights, enterprise funds, five year capital improvement program as well as the next steps.

City Manager Hall indicated in developing the FY15 budget there are certain themes including rebuilding core service delivery, open facilities to improve services, invest in deferred capital and maintenance, improve business processes and realign resources and invest in employees.  He stated things are in good shape; however, there are some things in which we need to improve.

City Manager Hall in addressing general fund resources touched on the rebounding economy, intensifying development, is intensifying, unemployment rates continue to drop and home sales are picking up.  He talked about the property tax revenue, explaining increase in property tax growth of 1.7%, sales tax, revenue, stating the total sales tax growth has increased some 7.4% to $79.7M, sales tax history, inspections and development revenues and activity.  
City Manager Hall outlined expenditure highlights include rebuilding core service delivery which he indicated is responding to development activities.  The proposed budget includes additional inspectors, overtime and a land management system to improve development related services, rebuilding service delivery explaining the proposed budget includes a new concrete crew which consist of five positions for 4 total crews.  He talked about the 800 miles of sidewalks, the backlog of routine maintenance and replacement of sidewalks.  The proposed budget also includes a new asphalt crew to address major repairs and adds 1 crew of 5 positions.  

Mr. Crowder pointed out that a huge percentage of our streets are State DOT responsibility and questioned how that will be addressed.  City Manager Hall talked about different philosophies for addressing state street maintenance needs; however, pointed out his recommendation is addressing city streets.  

City Manager Hall indicated the proposed budget includes 9 police officers and 1.2M for police 800Nhz radios.  He explained Raleigh has not added police officers since 2008.  

The proposed budget also improves fire coverage and response by opening Fire Station 29 in December 2014, adds two companies and explained this is the first fire station added since 2007.  We have opened or expanded 24 park facilities since FY10 and in FY15 the City will be opening Horseshoe Farm Park, Lake Johnson Woodland Center, Northeast Remote Operations and Walnut Terrace Neighborhood Center and the proposed budget includes funds to address the new service delivery.  
City Manager Hall talked about deferred capital maintenance and replacement and touched on the condition of the equipment to support police, fire, public works, solid waste, public utilities, etc., explaining the proposal includes $21.9M to help expand the vehicle fleet services staff and to maintain the City’s investment in its rolling stock.  

The proposed budget adds funds for street resurfacing and repairs needed.  City Manager Hall pointed out the proposed CIP includes funds to speed up the City resurfacing pointing out the current cycle would provide resurfacing for each street every 100 years or so.  He outlined the proposed goal of maintaining road quality score of 80 out of 100 which would require resurfacing each street an average of every 15 to 20 years, resurfacing 5% of city street miles per year (53 miles) and pointed out this would require some $12M annually to reach that goal.  He stated with 1 cent, Raleigh can resurface 2.8% annually or just over half the goal.  An additional one cent for resurfacing would add $5.15M and increase paygo funding for resurfacing contracts to $7.2M.
City Manager Hall talk about needed improved business processes and realigning resources which includes increasing audits of City services, comprehensive review of pay and class plan, increase in postage efficiencies, pursue sustainability initiatives and additional studies relating to vehicle fleet services optimization and emergency communication and police staffing.  He talked about the City’s organizational improvements, which include implementing organization realignment, continuing to develop citywide strategic plan and inventory to identify what can be streamlined, enhanced or eliminated.  
City Manager Hall indicated the next theme, invest in employee work force would include $5.6M for pay increases pointing out most employees would receive 2% or 4% as a compensation adjustment or lump sum which would help retain qualifying staff to deliver core services.  He stated the proposal keeps the employee paid insurance premiums level and restores the supplementary retirement from 2% to 3% matching contributions.  It also includes a study of compensation classification and employee performance.  
City Manager Hall pointed out enterprises make up some 44% of the total net budget and includes Convention and Performing Arts, stormwater, parking, transit, public utilities and solid waste.  He talked about the improvements included for Raleigh Convention Center and Performing Arts complex, additional staff being added to stormwater and reprioritizing of the capital projects for stormwater, adds two maintenance workers for the parking enterprise, decreases subsidy from $1M to $500,000.  Phase II short range transit plan which expands service along major corridor includes the Raleigh Transit Authority fare increase on May 8.  Public Utility budget increases 4.3%, solid waste budget includes catch up on deferred equipment replacement, maintenance and special events, invest funds in route optimization software and equipment upgrade and adds two crew supervisors.  The solid waste fee is increased by $1.00 per month which will generate some $1.4M, raises the total cost recovery from 63% to 67% for solid waste enterprise and would require a total monthly garbage and recycling fee of $13.30.  He gave information of solid waste fees in similar enterprises nation wide and Wake County.
City Manager Hall talked about the capital improvement program which includes utility infrastructure replacement, replacing Fire Station 6, rehabilitating current facilities for downtown and other building facilities.  This proposed budget would implement the transportation bond, neighborhood and street drainage improvements, maintaining park facilities.  He stated a potential park bond would have primary focus of renovation and maintenance pointing out staff will review the options at the June 3 meeting.  A bond could be up to $92M to go toward debt service, staff and programming as well as Dorothea Dix acquisition.  
City Manager Hall talked about the tax and fee impact and gave examples of the impact on various level properties.  Some of the potential risks include privilege and license tax revenue, changes being proposed by the state and how that would impact the proposed budget.

City Manager Hall reiterated the five budget themes he started out with pointing out the public hearing is scheduled for June 3 and he understands that traditional the City Council Budget Work Sessions have been at 4:00 p.m. on each Monday in June until adopted.

Points brought up by Council members included Mr. Crowder asking for a general fund pie chart of the percentage of each of the different groups that have been established talking about the reorganizational changes.  Ms. Baldwin asked about the RTA fares with the City Attorney pointing out that is the authority of the Transit Authority but the Council would approve any fares and any fare increases when it adopts the budget.  Mr. Odom questioned when a decision is made on the Parks Board with it being pointed out the list of projects would be presented June 3 and explained the steps that would be followed if there is a bond issued.  
Mr. Weeks questioned if there are any federal grants, etc., that could help offset bus fare increases and asked that a report be provided.  Mr. Weeks also asked about if there is any way we could get the State DOT to move forward with maintaining state roads and if there is any way or any suggestions to get that moved up in priority.  
Mr. Stephenson had questions concerning the resurfacing and the amount of money needed to reach the goals.  He also had comments about the increase for solid waste services and the impact on citizens.  

Mayor McFarlane stated without objection the Council would be meeting at 4:00 p.m. on Mondays, starting June 2, in Budget Work Sessions.  Mr. Odom stated he would be out of town the first week in June and wanted to let the Council know that at this point.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF DHIC INCORPORATED
WATER GARDEN DEVELOPMENT – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Grieg Warren, DHIC Inc., was at the meeting to talk about the successful completion of Water Garden development in northwest Raleigh.  He explained this is 148 apartment homes on 13 acres in Priority Area 1, it is LEED certified, 100% smoke free and DHIC shared in the cost of Marvino Extension with the City.  He explained Water Garden Village which has 60 1, 2 and 3 bedroom apartment homes were leased in two months after competition.  This involved $1,398,000 from the City and $720,000 from the county.  

Mr. Warren explained Water Garden Village has 118 residents including 41 children.  The residents have a medium income of some $26,000 and the rents range from $330 a month to $676.  He stated the units provide low utility bills and compared their rental rates to Raleigh’s medium rents which range $825 to $1,195.  He stated the 24 families have below 40% AMI.  There are five families with disabilities or special needs.
Mr. Warren talked about Water Garden Park and the City and County’s financial involvement pointing out it has 100 residents who are 62+ in age.  The rents run $362 to $675 as compared to medium rents of $500 to $600 per month.  He talked about the Water Garden being a good neighborhood, they provided additional plantings, expanded buffers, fences, one-way road –way have hosted adjoining neighborhood HOA meetings, etc.  He stated he was before the Council to express appreciation for the Council’s support of this project and how the impact the City of Raleigh’s investment will have in serving seniors and working families.  He stated he was also before the Council to invite City Council members to join them at the dedication and community celebration on June 7, on the location.  He stated this would provide a great opportunity for the Council members to see first hand a successful affordable housing community that the City has helped make possible.  
Ms. Baldwin commended DHIC for the no smoking policy pointing out it seems to be an attraction to the residents when some thought it would be a detriment.  In response to questioning from Mr. Weeks, Mr. Warren pointed out the senior units do have elevators.  Mr. Stephenson talked about the partners and commended all for a job well done.  Mr. Gaylord stated he attended a function in the facility recently and everyone seem to be very proud of the facility.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD

JOHN CHAVIS MEMORIAL PARK – REVISED MASTER PLAN – APPROVED

The Board, members of the Public Leadership Group (PLG) and design consultant Skeo Solutions, Inc. will present the revised Master Plan for John Chavis Memorial Park.  In January 2012, City Council approved the Chavis Conversation planning process and consultant selection.  Three public input meetings have been held; 15 citizen PLG meetings have been held, and consensus has been reached on the various components of the draft plan.
On February 25, 2014, the PLG voted unanimously to recommend the revised Master Plan to the Parks, Recreation, and Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB).  On April 17, 2014, the PRGAB voted unanimously to recommend adoption of the Revised Master Plan to City Council.
Recommendation:  Approve the revised Master Plan.

Kimberly Siran, Chair of Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board, pointed out that group has been represented as a stakeholder on the Chavis Park Community Conversations.  She pointed out they received regular updates and on April 17 the Board voted unanimously to forward the draft master plan to the Council for consideration.

She stated this is the first project to go through the public participation for park planning process.  The consultants Skeo Solutions Inc. are national leaders in guiding communities in pursue of environmental stewardship, social equity and economic opportunity.  She stated they have facilitated a sensitive discussion over many months to build cultural competency and bring everyone together.  They started out with a situation assessment that documented issues and recommended stakeholder representation in the public leadership group.  

Vernice Miller-Travis, Skeo Solutions, Inc., talked about the unique commitment by the City of Raleigh stating this park had served as the community’s back yard, it’s living room and a safe destination for generations.  The park was established in 1937 as the negro or colored park and shortly thereafter proclaimed the John Chavis Memorial Park.  In 1971 the first master plan was adopted.  It was revised in 1994 and improvements were made but some elements that were key to the experience had disappeared by that time.  In the 2006-2010 timeframe the City struggled with the 1994 master plan recommendation and funded bond item to relocate the historic carousel from what was originally the center of the park.  In 2012 the Community Conversation begin the journey of discovery and building cultural competency to reach a consensus on how to honor the past and plan for the future of John Chavis Memorial Park.  
Ms. Miller-Travis pointed out the 75 year old park is one of the oldest public spaces in a City known for its quality of life and attention to cultural integrity.  She presented a map showing the original park features and how it has changed over time.  She pointed out the folks in the audience today are very excited about the city’s commitment to an inclusive planning process.  She explained the Public Leadership Group has met up for approximately 16 months to learn about the history of the park, visit the site and other facilities and explore opportunities and constraints.  She talked about their work, meetings, commitment and learning opportunities.
Ms. Miller-Travis stated what is before the Council today is a serious of consensus based decisions and discussion that came out of the passion and commitment of the neighborhood that are present and asked those present to stand.  She went through the number of meetings, work and how they are proud to present the outcome of that work.  

Jackie Howell talked about the vision statement which is based on themes to guide the park planning process and implementation of the master plan.   She presented the concept plan which she indicated was developed through a process starting with a Charrette held in April 2013.  They decided that the concept plan should include determining which features to retain, honor and restore, how much of the park to redevelop, replacement of the community center and pool with a new set of facilities clustered at the center of the park, and connectivity throughout the park, creating wow factors, increasing connection to and better management of the creek and connected play areas that expands between the original and the new carousel houses.

Ms. Howell pointed out the revised master plan is arranged includes a heritage plaza, central plaza, and carousel plaza and explained what would be in each.  

Gretchell Hardikan went through the various recommendations which were created to honor the past, expand sports and fitness, indoors and outdoors, play corridors and amusement, increased connectivity, etc.  It was explained that the priorities are in five broad categories – park facilities, sport facilities, event space, play area, creek and open spaces and improved circulation and access.  The wow factors which are things that popped were talked about.  The plan includes cost range with it being pointed out the estimate to implement the entire master plan is $22M to $40M, and as with most park plans, they understand the plan would be implemented in phases.  They talked about what would happen after an adoption of the master plan including a process to explore historic designation, pointing out funding is available to move the master plan in schematic design and the community will continue to be involved.  
Lonnette Williams and Cecilia Zuvic presented a petition which they indicated contains 229 plus signatures in support of the adoption of the plan.  They talked about who signed the petition and how the petition was gathered.  They talked about this being a 7 year journey and revitalization efforts and expressed appreciation to various Council members, NCSU and others who assisted in developing the concept plan.  They also talked about the petition with over 1,000 signatures supporting the Chavis Conversations and the revitalization pointing out the revitalization of Chavis Park is the best downtown park that the City could buy.
Various Council members expressed appreciation to all involved including Skeo Solutions who helped lead us through this new process.  Mr. Crowder and Ms. Baldwin moved approval.  Their motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  Again various Council members commended everyone on a job well done and their hope for a successful future of the park.  
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE RALEIGH HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

TAX CREDIT – NORTH CAROLINA REHABILITATION PUBLIC AWARENESS VIDEO – AUTHORIZED

With the assistance of a grant from the Terrence L. Mills Fund for North and South Carolina of the National Trust for Historic Preservation, the Commission has collaborated with nationally renowned preservation economist Donovan Rypkema of PlaceEconomics and the local firm Three Post to create an informational animated video to illustrate the impact of the historic properties tax credit program on communities across North Carolina.
Authorization to release the video to publicize the pending 2014 expiration of the tax credit via social media outlets is requested.  The video encourages viewers to contact legislators to support extension and reauthorization of the Rehabilitation Tax Credit program.  Staff will present the video during the meeting.

Recommendation:  Authorize the public release of the informational video to social media outlets.

Tania Tulley introduced Fred Bellendin, Chairperson of the Raleigh Historic Development Commission.  He explained the item and pointed out they would like to release the video but would like Council’s approval.  The video was shown to the Council.  Mr. Crowder moved approval to authorize the public release as requested.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Gaylord and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  
REQUEST AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

RIVER GUARDIAN FOUNDATION – INFORMATION – RECEIVED

George Matthis, River Guardian Foundation presented the following prepared statement:

Mayor McFarlane, City Counselors and City staff, thank you for the opportunity to speak to you today.  It’s quite an honor to address such an esteemed assemblage of elected officials and dedicated staff. 
I’m the president of the River Guardian Foundation and we are an all-volunteer 501c3 organization with concerns about this region’s water quantity and quality, namely Falls Lake and the Neuse River, in addition to other regional and national issues of concern.  We were founded on the premise that clean water is a fundamental right for all citizens, and to put it in the terms of the federal Clean Water Act, access to drinkable, swimmable and fishable waters.  But one thing that sets us out as different from other, maybe better known river and water related organizations is that we strive to collaboratively work with others, whether it be state, federal or local politicians, municipal staff, state or federal agencies to achieve reasonable outcomes in water quality and quantity protection.  I can personally state with perfect clarity that my 33 years of public service taught me that collaboration is the best method of accomplishing desired goals, not constantly butting heads and dragging out results for years.  As an example of our mindset, we were recently invited to become a partner in an association that ran attack ads on several Triangle media outlets against four members of the NC House in the debate over fracking.  We declined that offer, even though several other regional river or water organizations signed on.  We just didn’t believe it was the right way to achieve results.

We are looking for opportunities to work with the City of Raleigh to promote similar ideals of water preservation and protection.  I have recently spent some time reading through the proposed amendments to the 2030 Comprehensive Plan and believe there may be some collaborative opportunities included that could result in educational activities as well as some stream restoration and daylighting that could be beneficial to the citizens of Raleigh.  We would encourage more of the forward thinking that is demonstrated in the comprehensive plan and would be thrilled to be a part of this type of work.  We would be glad to partner on grant requests or offer letters of support for any activities that further the cause of water quality and quantity for the City.
In closing, we have several upcoming activities that I would like to make you aware of.  First, during June we are partnering with Love A Sea Turtle on their Upstream Downstream Connection project, River Quest, which is a 10 day/100 mile trip in kayaks down a segment of the Neuse River, beginning on June 5th in Goldsboro and ending in New Bern on June 14th.  During this trip, biological and water quality observations will be made as a service learning project for a group of high school students, and the data will be assembled into a final report that will be presented to local and state officials. We’ll also be making stops along the way to provide educational activities for the public to raise awareness of water issues.  We’ll be posting daily video from the trip on both of our websites so you can keep up with our findings and observations, and oh yes, all the fun!  We also encourage public participation so if any of you are interested….  We are also planning an upper Neuse segment of the same activity in the near future.
Second, immediately following River Quest on June 15th will be a water quality awareness paddling trip on one of the headwater rivers that flows into Falls Lake.  We are collaborating with Environment North Carolina on this event and the details are still being finalized, and again, the public is invited to participate.
Finally, the River Guardian Foundation is collaborating with retired UNC professor Dr. Robert George and his foundation, the George Institute for Biodiversity and Sustainability in Wake Forest to conduct some research on water quality issues in Upper Falls Lake and the Neuse River.  We expect to begin this work in the fall of this year, and study conditions and possible solutions over a three year period.  We hope the outcome of this study will offer some concrete solutions for all who depend on Falls Lake for water, whether it be for recreation or drinking purposes.
I would also like to offer our services to get on the water, either in kayaks or motor boat, to inspect various areas of Falls Lake or the Neuse River.  We have at our disposal a fleet of boats and would be pleased to have you along as our guests and to answer questions.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you today.  I welcome any input or constructive criticism of our organization and would be glad to answer any questions.
The comments were received
JOHN’S POINTE HOMEOWNERS’ – REQUEST FOR INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS – APPROVED – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Kathy Roberson, John’s Pointe Homeowners’ Association was at the meeting to discuss the incomplete developer required improvements to the streets and John’s Pointe as a city project with assessments to the property owners at 100% of the cost for construction so that the City may accept the streets for maintenance.  

Ms. Johnson explained the situation pointing out the original developer did not secure the letter of credit for streets and as she understands they are now insolvent and cannot complete the work.  She stated however there was a $30,000 letter of credit for the completion of the sidewalk.  She stated they had gone out to bid and explained the quotes they had received from various companies; however, they understand if the City of Raleigh does it, it would be cheaper.  She understands the cost would be some $160,000 which would be assessed against the property owners; however they could use the $30,000 letter of credit but could not use it if they went with a third party.  She stated the Board had voted to “hire” the City of Raleigh to do the work.  She asked the Council to consider their request and move forward with an assessment project.
City Manager Hall pointed out Staff has worked with the homeowners and staff recommends the Council moves forward but go ahead and schedule a public hearing for the first meeting in July to consider the project.  Mr. Crowder moved approval of the Manager’s recommendation.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  They Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 908.

BLUE RIDGE CORRIDOR PLAN – REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE – BUDGET NOTE TO BE DEVELOPED
Stuart Levin, Blue Ridge Corridor Group presented the following statement requesting the Council to match up to $25,000 of stakeholders support over each of the next two years in order to hire a consultant to work on the implementation of the Blue Ridge Corridor Plan.  He introduced others who were present in support of the request.
I am here today in my role as chair of the Blue Ridge Corridor Stakeholders Advisory Group.  The Corridor group was initiated in 2008 as an effort among the executive teams at Res Healthcare and the NC Museum of Art to partner on infrastructure changes to support future development. Over time, the membership of this voluntary and informal group broadened to encompass other major institutional stakeholders within the Corridor as well as the Cit of Raleigh.  Some 72% of the land in the Corridor (1486 acres) is state-owned and hosts a number of state agency facilities as well as major destinations of regional and statewide significance.  These include the NCSU Centennial Biomedical Campus, Carter-Finley Stadium, the NC State Fairgrounds, PNC Arena, Prairie Ridge Ecostation and the JC Raulston Arboretum.  
Through hundreds of meetings with stakeholders, the Blue Ridge Corridor group worked to generate consensus for optimizing opportunities to create a 24/7 urban place stretching from Edwards Mill to Western Boulevard.  With the support of the stakeholders and the City of Raleigh, the Blue Ridge Road District plan was produced in 2012.  Building on the NC Department of Administration’s 2007 State of NC Government Facilities Master Plan as a template, this study established a range of next steps and actions involving land use planning, transportation, housing, public and private open space, public health and economic development.  The Blue Ridge Road district plan was unanimously adopted by the City Council in September 2012.  The plan aligns closely with Raleigh’s planning objectives including urban infill and transit-oriented development, and the corridor area is in one of the growth centers incorporated into the City’s Comprehensive Plan.

Over the past 2 years, the stakeholders have focused on identifying next steps that will create an environment to move forward on developing the Blue Ridge Road District.  The vision is to embrace and implement the 2007 state master plan and extend it to encompass the larger corridor that would include the complimentary public realm investments that will achieve the full potential for both public and private investment.

We are now in the midst of transforming our Blue Ridge Corridor Stakeholders Advisory Group into a 501(c)3 organization, the Blue Ridge Corridor Alliance.  Our plans are to incorporate the Alliance within the next 6 weeks, and we expect that our stakeholders will commit $25K over each of the next 2 years.  The Alliance is now requesting a match from the City of Raleigh for up to $25K for each of the next 2 years.  This will allow us to retain a consultant who would provide professional urban planning services for the Blue Ridge Corridor Alliance to work on implementation.  Rather than forming a separate infrastructure, in order to reduce costs and leverage mutual resources, we plan to enter into a contract for services with the Hillsborough Street Community Services Corporation.

Thank you for your work with and support of the Blue Ridge Corridor group to date, and we appreciate your consideration of our request.

Mr. Crowder moved that staff develop a budget note for the request for consideration during budget deliberations.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Maiorano and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  

AFFORDABLE HOUSING TASK FORCE – REQUEST – REFERRED TO THE CITY MANAGER

Donna Wolcutt, Congregation for Social Justice, highlighted the following comments requesting the Council to establish an affordable housing task force.

We want affordable housing.  Affordable housing is a priority for the Mayor and City Council and the citizens approve bonds to pay for it.  We have a goal of generating affordable housing that is accessible and scattered throughout the city, not concentrated in a few areas.  But it is not happening.  I am asking on behalf of the Congregation for Social Justice for the City to create an Affordable Housing Task Force.  The task provide the Council with information, recommend options, and monitor implementation of current policies.  The scattered site policy is an example of a good policy that is languishing.  To pt a face on it:
Jack lives in the Palms Apartments, on Horton at Lake Boone Trail, Rent is low, $725/month for a three bedroom apartment for his wife and 3 children.  Jack’s family spent the last 17 years in a refugee camp in Africa, and his two youngest were born there.  Jack’s command of English is fair, so he was able to find work quickly.  He takes the #4 bus to his job on Hillsborough Street.  The stop is one block from home.  His youngest son goes to Frances Lacy Elementary School, up the hill three blocks.  His wife attends English as a second language classes at a Wake Tech satellite campus, also up the hill three blocks.  They buy groceries at the Food Lion, down the hill at the Ridge Road Shopping Center, where there are other amenities.  The family gets fresh produce by working in a local Community Garden.

This is what a good scattered site looks like.  A scattered site is imbedded in a community with good access to public transportation, decent food markets, and good schools.  A scattered site addresses the goals of integration and diverse communities and schools without bussing.

The Palms Apartments are coming down.  It is time.  In reading through the rezoning request for the first phase of the Palms redevelopment, I was struck by how carefully the review attended to the conservation of trees, the safety of pedestrians, to keeping waterways healthy -- important things!  Regulations give the Planning Commission the tools that they need to protect Raleigh’s trees and water and pedestrians, even what materials are used on the façade, and how many bike racks are provided but what about people?  Where are the tools to ensure that people displaced by redevelopment have access to housing:  housing that is accessible, afforded and integrated?

I commend the new City Manager, Ruffin Hall, for an administrative restructuring intended to improve action on affordable housing.  Without the addition of creative tools that the Council and Planning Commission can use to generate housing, an administrative restructuring will not generate good housing solutions.
We ask again that the Council appoint an affordable housing Task Force to gather data, identify impediments, research solutions, and keep the Council informed and on task.  Will you vote now? Thank you for your time.

Mayor McFarlane stated we all recognize the need for affordable housing stating 
one of the items the Council put forth in their strategic plan relates to viable neighborhoods, etc. and she feels that affordable housing is a part of that.  She stated one thing a task force has to have is clear goal set out for them to follow.  She feels that we should follow-up on our strategic goals and work on how we are going to address the issues outlined.  She stated it would be good to have further discussion with the City Manager and staff on the strategic planning goals to see how a task force would fit.  

Mr. Crowder pointed out the City did have an affordable task force and there were no real results that came out of that and we have not come up with any real solutions to address the issues.  He stated he feels the Council should revisit that with the City Manager.  Mr. Crowder stated he would support the reconstitution of a task force and he hopes that we will look at the scattered site policy and a little more depth, explaining he feels a lot of low income families are being kept out of certain neighbors and areas of the City and that is not good.

Mr. Weeks agreed that we should look at reconstituting the task force pointing out he did not know we had one in the past.  We should revisit that as soon as possible.  Mr. Stephenson agreed pointing out he thought the scattered site policy is in committee.  He pointed out one of the things that has been successful in the past is a housing bond and he feels it would be good if the Council could get a report on the history of housing bonds and a status on whether there are any funds remaining.  

City Manager Hall pointed out he agrees and appreciates the feedback from City Council.  He stated however we are in the transition to a new organization and entering the process of  hiring a new housing and neighborhood development director and within the new organization that would be the staff person that would work and guide with the issues.  He stated he does need a little time to work through that in terms of how we would staff and work with a task force.  He stated it does fit nicely within the structure of the planning piece in the strategic plan but he just needs a little more time.  He stated Staff could provide a history on where we are and the status of any left over funding but he would like a little flexibility in providing the information on a task force.  In response to question from Mr. Crowder, City Manager Hall indicated he could come back to the Council within 30 to 60 days with an update on the time frame and could provide history and a status of the current process so we will know where we are before we start a new process.  Without further discussion the item was referred to the City Manager.  
BIRMINGHAM WAY – PARKING CONCERNS – TO BE PLACED ON JUNE 3 AGENDA

Kay Metzner indicated she has lived on Birmingham Way for 24 years and is before the Council to ask the City to leave the no parking signs currently in place on one side of Birmingham Way in accordance with the desires of a majority of the owners in the 26 homes affected by this issue.  Ms. Metzer pointed out this subdivision has restrictive covenants that does not allow parking on this street; however, it was never enforced.  They were taken into the City and gradually more and more cars parked on the streets pointing out that left only 11 feet or less of travel lane when vehicles are parked on both sides.  She pointed out she drives a small car and before the signs were installed, many times she would to down the street very cautiously because the passage was barely wide enough for her car and many times cars met and had to back up.  She stated parking on both sides also causes problems for bicyclist and walkers.  Ms. Metzer pointed out last summer she talked to many of the property owners and they agreed something had to be done.  They contacted the Board and the management company to find the proper procedure.  Each owner was then sent a notice by mail asking for feed back and a meeting was held.  There was no opposition therefore they asked that signs be installed.  Once that occurred a small group who evidently had not read their mail hadn’t attended the meeting were suddenly upset that they were not consulted.  She stated however they were notified.  More than half of the owners want the no parking but then the opposing side gathered a petition on the issue and she does not feel it is valid because she had documentation from some of the signers that they only signed to get the persistent aggressive home owner to leave.  She explained different comments she had received from various property owners and statements from property owners asking that the no parking remain.  She stated she feels the City needs to consider changing the process because it seems to pit neighbor against neighbor and evidently does not work as demonstrated in their case.  In addition she feels it is a waste of tax payers’ money to put signs up and immediately take them down.  She asked that the no parking signs remain.  
Brenda Engram stated she represents the other side and pointed out they were not notified of the meetings.  She did not receive anything.  Ms. Engram explained when she approached other individuals she was told why they signed the petition, the fact that they did not get notified and how she did not feels she was aggressive and intimidating.  She introduced a neighbor who was in support of her concerns and the desire to remove the signs.  She stated she did not feel parking causes any emergency situations and explained she went to the fire department to determine if there had ever been any issues and was told there were none.  She talked about the process pointing out homeowners came to her to get a petition, she didn’t go to them.  She stated some of the people had just moved to the area she has been there since 1989.  She talked about the opposing views and how people keep changing their minds and how the process is not working.
City Manager Hall stated staff has been involved in this situation and there is a memo in Council’s agenda packet that describes the circumstances and the petition process.  He stated the petition requesting the signs to be removed is short of the Council adopted policy of 75%.  What the policy states was talked about and dialogue as to what had happened followed.
Mr. Odom pointed out this is in his district and he has been out and looked at the situation.  In response to questioning, City Attorney McCormick pointed out the City does not enforce private restrictive covenants but the covenants would still be in place.  Dialogue followed as to what had occurred.  Mr. Odom stated he was just trying to understand exactly what has happened.  He suggested leaving the item on the table for two weeks and give him a chance to go out and talk with the neighbors and he would bring back a report and if needed it could be referred to a committee; but at this point, he prefers to leave it at the table and place it on the next agenda.  

POST PARKSIDE AT WADE – REQUEST FOR OUTDOOR SEATING – ENCROACHMENT AGREEMENT AUTHORIZED

Matthew Smith, Post Parkside at Wade, LP, was at the meeting to request approval of outdoor seating in the right-of-way in a manner similar to that in the Downtown Overlay District Outdoor Dining Standards.  He pointed out this is a 397, class A apartment community with approximately 14,000 square feet of street level retail.  The Community is part of the larger Wade Master Plan Development located off Wade Avenue at Edwards Mill Road.  He pointed out the apartments are approximately 85% leased and they have executed 3 leases with retain tenants.  Their first restaurant tenant has begun construction and given the mixed use nature of the project, they wish to enhance the outdoor seating possibilities for their tenants and guest.  However the location of the public right-of-way of the retail prevents them from expanding out door seating beyond the building footprint.  
In response to questions, City Attorney McCormick indicated the staff has been working on a general process to allow this type activity.  He stated basically it is an encroachment permit with the unusual standards and conditions.  By consensus the Council agreed to refer the item to staff and approve the encroachment with the usual conditions.  
HORSESHOE FARM PARK NATURE PRESERVE – PROPOSED CONDEMNATION – WITIHDRAWN

Stout Sharber, 7909 River Ridge Road had requested permission to discuss the proposed condemnation related to property adjacent to the Horseshoe Farm Park Nature Preserve.  It was pointed out he had withdrawn his request from this agenda.  

WATER BILLING ISSUES – COMMENTS – RECEIVED

Octavia Rainey stated she was at the meeting to talk about her concern with the City’s water billing practices.  She stated Public Utilities Director Carman had communicated with her when she asked him about the water billing categories.  She stated no one in North Carolina collects water bills by billing late fees, cut off service, pay arrangements and reconnect charges.  She stated one of her main concerns is that the City of Raleigh does not use data trend analysis and she is concerned that water is terminated without using that type analysis.  She is concerned about the number of cuts off in the City of Raleigh, the number of late fees and the affordability of the utility bills.  She stated if people cannot afford water we are headed for big problems.  She stated there is no consumer protection, she has concern that you can only make two pay arrangements per year and pointed out the data trend analysis tells her something is wrong.  She expressed concern that Public Utilities Director Carmen is injecting personal opinions, she is concerned that the bills are not transparent as it includes solid waste fees and questioned if the disconnects are due to non payment of water or solid waste, no one really knows.  She expressed concern that someone’s water could be turned off even when they are in a bad situation, she questioned why the City garnishes someone’s income tax, and expressed concern that the City does not allow money transmitters as she has been told by Public Utilities Director that you can only pay at locations within the towns or cities.  She talked about what a money transmitter is and pointed out they are allowed under North Carolina General Statutes.  She talked about how she feels the City protects itself but provides no protection for the citizens.  
Public Utilities Director Carmen talked about money transmitters, concerns about using money transmitters particularly as it relates to the fact that the City has no control over when the money gets posted or forwarded.  

Ms. Rainey expressed concern that the Council seems to always feel that staff is right and again talked about the need for the City to utilize money transmitters.  

Mr. Crowder stated may be we should put the item in Budget and Economic Development Committee and that will give everyone a chance to get the information together, etc.  The use of money transmitters, whether the City has any funds to help people with their water bills, number of private entities that do help persons, the work of UTAT, public/private protections, low income bill assistance was talked about.  Who handles water bills was also discussed.  Revenue Collector Kimsu Harrington talked about the methods of collecting bad debts, services that are used and how unpaid bills can be garnished.  No other action was taken. 
MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

UNFIT BUILDINGS – VARIOUS LOCATIONS - HEARING – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This was a hearing to adopt an Ordinance, pursuant to the provisions of Article 11.6.8D of the Unified Development Ordinance Code for the City of Raleigh, to authorize the demolition of the unfit buildings listed below, if the repairs necessary to render the dwellings fit for human habitation are not completed within ninety (90) days:

	LOCATION AND DISTRICT
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NUMBER
	VACATED AND CLOSED

	
	
	
	

	905 East Edenton Street (C)
	Jared Burnette
	0027357
	January 5, 2013

	2410 Glascock Street (C)
	Petra V Cisneros
	0029094
	November 11, 2012

	447 Rose Lane (C)
	Leroy Miller, Heirs
	0047314
	October 23, 2012


The Mayor opened the hearing on each location.
Jared Burnette was at the meeting to address 905 East Edenton Street.  He pointed out he had purchased this property at foreclosure.  He has cleaned the area, secured it, cut the grass, etc.  He stated he was in performing standard rehabilitation but he is thinking about changing the unit from a duplex to a single family.  He is trying to get some bids and would like to have another six months.  He stated he has had people make offers but he is not sure exactly how he wants to go.

Housing Administrator Glover pointed out the case started October 2012.  He talked about the various liens and pointed out he hoped Mr. Burnette would had been further along with the rehabilitation.  He has cleaned the property.  He stated if the ordinance is adopted, Mr. Burnette would have 90 days.  Mr. Glover suggested that the Council go ahead and adopt the ordinance and he would keep the Council informed if needed.  How to handle this was talked about with City Attorney McCormick indicating it would be best to approve the ordinance and ask Mr. Glover to report back and the Council could repeal the ordinance if work had started.  Mr. Crowder moved adoption of the ordinance.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 307.
No one asked to be heard on the other items.  Mr. Odom moved adoption of an ordinance declaring the dwellings unfit as recommended.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 307.

PUBLIC NUISANCE COST CONFIRMATION – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to adopt a Resolution to confirm as a lien against the property as listed below the charges for the abatement of public nuisances

	LOCATION AND DISTRICT
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NUMBER
	COST OF ABATEMENT

	
	
	
	

	105 West Aycock Street (E)
	Frances Foster, Heirs
	0023095
	$523

	702 West Aycock Street (E)
	John Arthur Tilbury
	0028029
	$355

	732 Brighton Road (C)
	Metropolitan Designs, Inc.
	0072184
	$349

	1508 Cross Link Road (C)
	Eric E Zachreson
	0070311
	$825

	619 Cumberland Street (C)
	Dorothy Mitchell Gibbs and Mary M Overton, Heirs
	0047741
	$449

	1522 Eva Mae Drive (C)
	Heritage Manor Association, Inc.
	0341186
	$299

	7112 Havenwood Drive (B)
	Janine Vargas and Marta Celia Balbuena
	0008649
	$290


The Mayor opened the hearing on each location, no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Crowder moved adoption of a resolution confirming charges as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 909.

ANNEXATION – 5401 NORTH AND OLD OAK COMMONS – HEARING – ORDINANCE AND RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the following petitioned annexations.  If following the hearing the Council decides to move forward with the annexations, it would be appropriate to adopt ordinances annexing the properties effective May 20, 2014 and adoption of a resolution placing the properties in the appropriate electoral districts.

LOCATION





ELECTORAL DISTRICT
5401 North







B

Old Oak Commons






E

The Mayor opened the hearing, no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Crowder moved adoption of ordinances annexing the property effective May 20, 2014 and adoption of a resolution placing the properties in the appropriate electoral districts.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 910 and Ordinances 308 and 309.
GREENWAY EASEMENT EXCHANGE – MONTESSORI SCHOOL OF RALEIGH – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider a Greenway Easement Exchange related to Montessori School of Raleigh.  The hearing is pursuant to resolution 2014-901 and G.S. 160A-271.  The Mayor opened the hearing, no one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Odom moved adoption of Resolution authorizing the exchange as outlined in Resolution 2014-901 and G.S. 160A-271.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 911.

REZONING Z-4-14 – HILLSBOROUGH STREET – HEARING – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This was a hearing continued from the May 6, 2014 Council meeting to consider a request by Center 205, LLC to rezone approximately 15.37 acres on Hillsborough Street on the west end of Myra Road from Office and Institution Two Conditional Use (O&I-2 CUD) w/Special Highway Overlay District One (SHOD-1) and Conservation Management Conditional Use District (CM CUD-2) to Residential Mixed Use – Four Stories – Conditional Use (RX-4-CU) w/SHOD-1.  (Z-4-14).  

Attorney Tom Worth, representing the applicant, indicated he approached the neighboring church with an offer of cross access and talked about their desire not to have cross access.  He talked about the church property and the fact that the representatives of the church are opposed to any cross access.  He stated he appreciated Mr. Crowder’s concern and insistence that it be offered, talked about the UDO, how they had worked on the conditions, and suggested that the Council move ahead and approve the zoning case.
Durwood Baker, representing the Church, pointed out they are opposed to any cross access.  He talked about their facility, the location of parking lots, a number of cemeteries, and pointed out the church as been there since 1857.  He pointed out they did not feel the church could offer people any type of access pedestrian or vehicular.  He had a petition from the church stating their opposition.  He talked about the fact that they are in the ETJ, they have petitioned for annexation, they are on city water, etc.  

John Guest, 2307 Clark Avenue, talked about the church and the opposition to cross access.  Mr. Crowder moved approval of the rezoning request.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 310 ZC 698.

BONDS – PARKS AND RECREATION FACILITIES AND FIRE STATION – HEARING – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

This was a hearing to consider the adoption of proposed two-thirds bond orders for $12,600,000 Two-thirds Parks and Recreational Facilities Bonds intended to provide funding for the Moore square renovation project and $2,700,000 Two-thirds Fire Station Bonds intended to provide funding for the replacement of Fire Station Number Six.  If, after the public hearing, Council decides to move forward with the two-thirds bond issues, the following actions must occur:  second reading and passage of the respective bond orders authorizing $12,600,000 Parks and Recreational Facilities Bonds and $2,700,000 Fire Station Bonds; direct the City Clerk to publish the two bond orders once in the News and Observer; pass a resolution providing for the issuance of $15,300,000 General Obligation Public improvement Bonds, Series 2014; authorizing the execution and delivery of related documents necessary to effect the bond sale and closing; and, authorizing other related actions by City staff in conjunction with the financing.
The Mayor opened the hearing.
Octavia Rainey, 1516 East Lane Street, Raleigh, NC  27610.  Ms. Rainey stated she is opposed to $12,000,000 going into Moore Square and thinks it is wrong.  The City Council has always talked about private development and she does not understand why the City continues to put money into Moore Square when there are other areas of the City of Raleigh that need the same uplift.  Updating Moore Square will move the less fortunate out of the park and out of the area, and people of color probably will be able to walk down there.  Ms. Rainey thinks the City Council is doing a disservice by putting $12,000,000 into Moore Square.  She suggested investing money in the 300 block of Tarboro Road and in a roundabout on Oakwood Avenue.  Ms. Rainey said putting $12,000,000 into Moore square is the craziest thing she has ever heard.  There are other needs in the City of Raleigh, and the Council needs to invest in other parts of the City, not just downtown.  She asked when downtown Raleigh will pull itself up by its bootstraps and become independent. Ms. Rainey ended her remarks by stating the staff decision on this matter is wrong.  No one else asked to be heard.  The Mayor closed the hearing.
Mr. Crowder moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Odom who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-1 vote.  See Resolution 912.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

SURPLUS PROPERTY – 2520 RATCHFORD DRIVE – DECLARED SURPLUS

Mayor McFarlane reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends upholding the staff recommendation to declare as surplus and to authorize the sale of approximately 0.087 acre or 3,820 ( square feet of real property interest located at 2502 Ratchford Drive to DD Mellowfield II, LLC for $100.00, subject to the upset bid process, with the winning bidder paying all accrued advertising costs.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor McFarlane moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

SURPLUS PROPERTY – 11412 FALLS OF NEUSE ROAD – DECLARED SURPLUS

Mayor McFarlane reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends upholding the staff recommendation to declare as surplus and to authorize the sale of approximately 0.18 acre or 7,840.8 ( square feet of real property interest located at 11412 Falls of Neuse Road, and accept the bid of $5,923 from William D. and Elizabeth Jackson with the understanding 15 feet of right-of-way will be dedicated for the future widening of Falls of Neuse Road.  This sale is subject to the upset bid process with the condition that the winning bidder pay all advertising costs accrued during the upset bid process along with the right-of-way dedication as previously described.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor McFarlane moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

REZONING 11612 FALLS OF NEUSE ROAD – CITY TO SUBMIT APPLICATION

Mayor McFarlane reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends upholding the staff recommendation to initiate the rezoning of City property located at 11612 Falls of Neuse Road through the normal rezoning process, to be completed by the Planning Department.  Mayor McFarlane stated this is with the understanding that the conditions submitted by the City will match the conditions of the adjacent parcel. On behalf of the Committee, Mayor McFarlane moved the recommendation as outlined be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

REZONING Z-2-14 – HILLSBOROUGH STREET CONDITIONAL USE – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA TO BE CONSIDERED AT JUNE 3, PUBLIC HEARING; DIRECTION GIVEN

Chairperson Stephenson reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends that rezoning application Z-2-14 be removed from the agenda with no recommendation as it is scheduled for public hearing on June 3, 2014.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Stephenson moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mayor McFarlane and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

Chairperson Stephenson reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends that staff be directed to provide the City Council with a memorandum explaining their interpretation of stories vs. feet relative to building height in the UDO.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Stephenson moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

Chairperson Stephenson reported discussion in the committee meeting was that the Committee would recommend that staff be directed to provide the Council with a draft amendment to the 2030 Comprehensive Plan making consistency with the future land use map a prerequisite for consistency with the overall Comprehensive Plan and a staff report noting the legal implications and practical applications.  He stated since the meeting he has talked further with staff and the Associate City Attorney and he would recommend that the Council not take action on this part of the recommendation but continue discussions in the Comprehensive Planning Commission. 
Ms. Baldwin questioned if the Council is going to get an update from staff on the issues with the UDO.  City Manager Hall pointed out the Council did hold the remapping work session and as a part of that, it was pointed out a list of items were coming up at the night portion of that particular meeting could be referred to Comprehensive Planning Committee.  Ms. Baldwin stated she is interested in learning more and having this discussion in the Comprehensive Planning Committee robs the entire Council of knowing what is going on.  She again stated she is interesting in learning more with it being pointed out the Comprehensive Planning Committee meeting are open to the public.  Mr. Stephenson talked about the list of pending items and the work load for planning staff in general.  He stated after talking with the staff, he understands they need a little more time as the UDO roll out and questions about remapping are taking quite a bit of time.  

City Manager Hall pointed out we did have some of those discussions and we could have some updates in a future work session but asked the Council to give flexibility and allow staff to bring an update on items that were identified and then the Council could decide which way to go.  Mr. Odom questioned if the recommendation to hold this portion of the report in Comprehensive Planning Committee is the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommendations or Mr. Stephenson’s recommendations.  Mr. Stephenson stated he is asking his committee if they are comfortable to continue discussion in committee.  He talked about the legalities of the Comprehensive Plan and pointed out the Committee has items on its agenda relative to comments and concerns brought forward by Mr. Cox and others.  The process and how the Council was going to address these updates and concerns was talked about.

Mr. Maiorano pointed out he is in favor of robust discussion on the issues relating to height and consistency but if there are elements in committee that will direct staff to go in a certain way then he would be concerned as directions such as that should be vetted by the full Council.  

Mr. Stephenson talked about the issues in Committee, the discussions with staff and Associate City Attorney Botvinick, concern about committees discussing items not in committee and how to proceed.  Mr. Stephenson moved that this particular section of the committee report be withdrawn.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  

How to proceed from this point on the remapping was talked about with Mr. Crowder pointing out he had made a motion at a previous meeting to halt remapping until we get all of these questions worked out and suggested that we stop the remapping and place it on the next agenda.  However, no action was taken on that suggestion.  

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

HORSESHOE FARM – THE HURLEY GROUP, LLC BID WITHDRAWN - APPROVED
Mr. Maiorano stated he needs to be excused from participation in this item.  Ms. Baldwin moved that Mr. Maiorano be excused.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  Chairperson Baldwin reported the Law and Public Safety Committee recommends allowing the bid withdrawn from the Hurley Group, LLC without forfeiture of the bid bond.  Mr. Odom moved the recommendation be approved.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Maiorano who was excused from participation.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  
SCHOOL SAFETY – CROSSING GUARD POLICY – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

Chairperson Baldwin reported the Law and Public Safety Committee recommends providing a budget note not to exceed $75,000 for the 11 schools that have currently made requests for crossing guards.

The Committee also recommends that staff work with the Wake County Public School System on policy amendments suggested by the school system.  

On behalf of the Committee, Ms. Baldwin moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Maiorano.

Mayor McFarlane questioned if the Committee is talking about changing the criteria.  She stated we have a rating system and she does not quite understand the recommendation for the 11 schools and what is being proposed.  Mr. Maiorano stated these 11 schools had come forth and raised concerns about safety and the Law and Public Safety Committee decided to address concerns based on their request.  He stated everyone feels we have a good policy but we may need to reconsider the policy if we are not going to provide guards to schools not scoring 100.  He stated no one is talking about rewriting the policy but it may need some tweaking.  
Mayor McFarlane pointed out there are about 60 schools that fall in the 60 to 100 point range.  Mr. Odom stated he did not want to change the policy.  Mr. Crowder talked about the policy and he feels we need to get the school board involved and get their feedback.  He stated this could have long term implications and questioned if the Law and Public Safety Committee is talking about taking on this burden.  Ms. Baldwin pointed out the Committee is recommending asking staff to continue to work with the county and talk to them about sharing funding and training.  She stated county representatives did not know that teachers were being asked to act as crossing guards.  She stated we do have 11 schools that have requested coverage because of the perceived safety issues.  She stated this is suggesting that staff bring forth a budget note and the Council could decide at that point.  
Mr. Crowder questioned what would happen to the other 60 or so schools and expressed concern that we are talking about funding 11 schools and questioned what would happen to the others.  He stated he feels we need to get feedback from the school system and see how to go from there.  Mr. Odom stated he was for protecting the school children and for funding city schools when they request help.  Mayor McFarlane suggested referring the item for a budget note and suggested that the staff follow up with Wake County and the Sheriff’s Department and see how the sheriff and the county feels and get their input.  She stated it could be that we simply haven’t approached them.  Various Council members indicated we do need to get a response from the school system.  The motion as made by Ms. Baldwin and seconded by Mr. Maiorano and amended by adding getting school feedback from the Sheriff on possible amendments was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  
Discussion continued on the need to protect the children, desire for participation from the county, the possibility of getting the county and the Sheriff’s department involved; the need to have a matrix to determine what is and is not going to be funded, etc.  Mr. Odom stated he voted for the motion but he feels it is a waste of time going to the County and the Sheriff with this issue.

AMPLIFIED ENTERTAINMENT PERMITTING PROCESS – PILOT PROGRAM APPROVED

Chairperson Baldwin reported the Law and Public Safety Committee recommend approval of the Outdoor Amplified Entertainment-Glenwood South Pilot Program for a 1 year period.  A copy of the program was included in the agenda packet.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Odom moved approval.  His motion as seconded by Mr. Maiorano and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
BID WITHDRAWAL PROCESS – MANAGER TO DELEGATE CONDITIONALLY

Chairperson Baldwin reported the Law and Public Safety Committee recommends delegating the responsibility of the Bid Withdrawal Process to the City Manager with the condition that legal advice is received on each request from the City Attorney’s Office.  On behalf of the Committee, Ms. Baldwin moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Maiorano and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.   

NOISE CONCERNS – EBENEZER CHURCH ROAD – RED CREST PLACE AREA – DIRECTION GIVEN

Chairperson Baldwin reported the Law and Public Safety Committee recommends allowing Turner Asphalt 45 days to resubmit a plan to address noise issues. The Committee also recommends allowing staff a 10 day response period.  The Committee recommends authorizing enforcement actions if Turner Asphalt does not comply.  The Committee recommends the item be held in Committee to receive a progress report in 60 days.  On behalf of the Committee, Ms. Baldwin moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Maiorano and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote. 
SIDEWALK/CROSSWALK – FRANK STREET – PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZED
Chairperson Baldwin reported, by split vote, the Law and Public Safety Committee recommends waiving the 75% requirement for accepting a petition to include a sidewalk/crosswalk on Frank Street with the understanding the project would go through a public hearing process.  On behalf of the Committee, Ms. Baldwin moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Maiorano.  Mr. Odom stated he thinks this is a real problem and we need to look at the entire policy.  Mr. Crowder talked about the possibility of changing the policy to 50 plus 1.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Odom and Mr. Crowder who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-2 vote.  

Later in the meeting under Council report, Mr. Crowder talked about reallocation of sidewalk, funding, etc.  He asked that an item be placed on the next agenda as a special item to talk about the percentage a person needs to get for a sidewalk improvement petition.  He stated 75% is not democratic.  He feels we need to consider this and it was agreed to place it on the next agenda.  

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

NO REPORT

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE TECHNOLOGY AND COMMUNICATION COMMITTEE
SHOP LOCAL RALEIGH - DIRECTION GIVEN
Chairperson Gaylord reported the Technology and Communication Committee recommends that Public Affairs work with the Economic Development and the Purchasing divisions to come up with a communications plan to promote Shop Local Raleigh, including facilitating the program, etc. and to have the plan communicated back to the City Council through the City Manager’s weekly update within 90 days.
The Committee also recommends requesting the Purchasing and Economic Development divisions to devise a plan or strategy to educate local businesses on ways to do business with the City through purchases and programmatic facilitation and further requests that the report come back to the City Council through the City Manager’s weekly update within 90 days.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Odom moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
COUNCILOR GAYLORD – EXCUSED FROM THE MEETING

Mayor McFarlane pointed out Councilor Gaylord has to leave the meeting and without objection she would excuse him from the remainder of the meeting.  Mr. Gaylord left the meeting at 5:15 p.m.

REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

COUNCILOR MAIORANO – COMMENTS RECEIVED; PETITION PRESENTED
Mr. Maiorano pointed out they had the first District A Town Hall Meeting is tonight at 7:00 p.m. at Millbrook Exchange Park.  He stated they will be talking about water services and resources.

Mr. Maiorano pointed out he attended the Midtown CAC on May 12.  There was public discussion about traffic calming and pointed out staff did a good job with their presentation.  He presented a petition to the City Manager for Staff to review and handle relative to a request for removal of traffic calming on Northbrook Drive.

COUNCILOR STEPHENSON – COMMENTS RECEIVED; REQUEST FOR STAFF ASSISTANCE – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION
Mr. Stephenson expressed appreciation for the town hall meetings.  He stated he will be attending all 18 CACs around the City and he is asking for staff’s support when he attends those meetings.  He stated this would give an opportunity for the citizens to look at the remapping process and have staff present to answer questions.  City Manager Hall pointed out staff is very thin and some CAC meetings may fall on evenings where it is difficult for staff to attend but he would work with staff and see what could be scheduled.  He stated staff would try to get to as many of those meetings as possible.  He stated he did provide Council members with a written response on staff attendance at CAC meetings and they will continue to work on the schedule.  
COUNCILOR WEEKS – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Weeks expressed appreciation to the City employees including Public Works, etc., that worked on the Sanderford Road widening.  He stated it is complete and it looks good; however there are a few cones and barrels that should be removed.  
Mr. Weeks talked about a recent southeast CAC meeting where sidewalks on Barwell Road was discussed.  He stated the City is finding out that some communities do not want sidewalks in their area so he feels it would be good to look at transferring some of the money to areas that really want sidewalks and asked for an update on a possible reprioritization of sidewalks.  He stated we should take them away from neighborhoods that don’t want them and allow the sidewalks to be installed in neighborhoods that do want them.

Mr. Odom talked about the traffic calming on Anderson Drive and pointed out the neighborhood on the other side of Six Forks does not want sidewalks.  The comments were received.

SANDERFORD ROAD – SPEED LIMIT SIGNS – REFERRED TO STAFF

Mr. Weeks stated he recently attended a South CAC meeting and they talked about the lack of speed limit signs on Sanderford Road.  He stated when a person is going to take a right from Rock Quarry Road onto Sandy Forks Road there is no speed limit sign for about 2 miles.  There is none on the other side of Sanderford Road from Creech Road to Rock Quarry Road.  He asked staff to look at the possibility of installing additional signs.

MAYOR MCFARLANE – COMMENTS RECEIVED; RALEIGH YOUTH COUNCIL LIAISON – REQUESTED

Mayor McFarlane expressed appreciation to everyone who worked to get the Blue Grass Festival activities in Raleigh extended for six years.  She talked about all of the special events that took place over the weekend and congratulated all for their work on Artsplosure and talked about what a perfect weekend it was.
Mayor McFarlane stated recently a representative with the Raleigh Youth Council appeared before the Council and among other things asked for a City Council Liaison to the Youth Council.  She stated if any Council member is interested to contact her in the next couple of weeks.

BUS ROUTE 11 – REFERRED TO LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

Mr. Crowder talked about concerns with the Bus Route 11.  He asked that it be referred to Public Works Committee.  He stated the bus did go down Tryon Road but now it goes down Lineberry and he would like to look at why it was changed.  Ms. Baldwin pointed out she is Liaison to the Transit Authority and suggested that it be referred to the Law and Public Safety Committee.  Without objection the item was so referred.

SPECIAL EVENTS – CARNIVALS TO BE INCLUDED

Mr. Crowder talked about the Special Events Office and what they will be covering and asked that they also include carnivals as a special event.

HOOKAH BARS – LOCATION – REFERRED TO LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

Ms. Baldwin indicated there still seem to be a problem or concern about hookah bars, particular in the Glenwood/Brooklyn area.  She stated it is special concerns relating to the Partnership School.  She asked location criteria for hookah bar locations be referred to Law and Public Safety Committee.

Ms. Baldwin commended the Downtown Living Advocate and Downtown Raleigh Alliance for their work on the Glenwood South amplified music issues and pilot projects.  She expressed appreciation to all stating it is great to see the organizations work together to solve a problem.

SIGN TASK FORCE – SARA NAGAE – ADDED TO CANDIDATE LIST

Ms. Baldwin indicated she had received an email from Sara Nagae, an attorney who is interested in serving on the sign task force. She asked that she be added to the list of candidates.
APPOINTMENTS

APPOINTMENTS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

The City Clerk read the following results of the ballot vote:
Arts Commission – One Vacancy – Chandra Branch – 8 (All Council members); It was pointed out Mayor McFarlane had withdrawn the name of Jamie Dawson.

Human Relations Commission – Two Vacancies – Ms. Baldwin nominated Gail McDonald.  Mr. Weeks and Mr. Odom nominated James Purrington

Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board – One Vacancy – Mr. Odom nominated Lidah Saylor.  Mr. Gaylord nominated David Milsap.  Mr. Weeks nominated Evonne Jean Bryant.

Raleigh/Durham Airport Authority – One Vacancy – Heather Denny 4 – (Baldwin, Odom, Weeks, Maiorano); Bradshaw – 3 (Crowder, McFarlane, Stephenson)

Raleigh Historic Development Commission – two vacancies – Jenny Harper and Don Davis each received 4 votes (Baldwin, Crowder, McFarlane, Stephenson)

In response to questioning, the City Clerk reported four Council members did not cast a vote.  Later in the meeting, Mr. Stephenson indicated he had talked to the chair person of the Raleigh Historic Development Commission and he was very supportive of both people.  They are in historic districts not represented on RHDC.  Mr. Crowder moved that the Council suspend their rules and appoint both.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Odom who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-1 vote.
Fair Housing Hearing Board – One Vacancy – Nicholas Bradshaw received 8 votes (All Council members).

The City Clerk announced the appointment of Chanda Branch to the Arts Commission, Jenny Harper and Don Davis to the Raleigh Historic Development Commission and Nicholas Bradshaw to the Fair Housing Hearing Board.  The other items will be carried over until the next meeting.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY ATTORNEY
TAX REVENUE – VARIOUS PROPOSALS BY GENERAL ASSEMBLY – CITY ATTORNEY AUTHORIZED TO OPPOSE
City Attorney McCormick indicated legislation has been proposed entitled, “Energy Modernization Act” which includes a provision that would limit the amount of city and county property tax increases to no more than 8%.  It was pointed out the proposed legislation deals mainly with regulations related to drilling and hydraulic fracking.  City Attorney McCormick explained problems the proposal could have in various ways including the City’s AAA bond rating.  He explained the City has had several occasions in which it raised property taxes to support GO bonds.  He explained the possible negative impacts of this proposed legislation on cities in the state.  He asked permission from the City Council to oppose this legislation.  Various Council members explained their feelings on the possible negative impact including having to cut services.  Mr. Crowder moved the City Attorney be authorized to oppose the legislation.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK

MINUTES – APRIL 1, 2014 – APPROVED
Council members received in their agenda packet copies of the minutes of the April 1, 2014 Council meetings.  Mr. Crowder moved approval as presented.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote (Gaylord excused from meeting).  
CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION – EMPLOYEE ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES – CONFIRMED

The Civil Service Commission has two slots for persons elected by City of Raleigh employees.  The election has been held which resulted in the election of Richard Armstrong and Douglass Brugger.  It would be appropriate for the Council to confirm Mr. Armstrong’s and Mr. Brugger’s four-year terms on the Civil Service Commission.

Mr. Odom moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and put to a vote which passed with all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Gaylord who was excused from participation..  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-1 vote.

CLOSED SESSION

CLOSED SESSION – HELD

Mayor McFarlane stated a motion is in order to enter closed session pursuant to G.S. 143-318.11(a)(5) for the purpose of instructing city staff concerning negotiation for acquiring property in the downtown area and pursuant to GS143-318(a)(3) to consult with the City Attorney about settlement of a worker’s compensation claim.  Mayor McFarlane moved approval of the motion as read.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Maiorano and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Gaylord who had been excused from the meeting.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted and the Council entered into closed session at 5:38 p.m.

The Council reconvened in open session at 6:00 p.m.  Mayor McFarlane pointed out the Council had given staff direction concerning settlement of worker compensation claim and purchase of property in the downtown area.

ADJOURNMENT  
Mayor McFarlane announced the meeting adjourned at 6:01 p.m.  

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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