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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in a lunch work session at 11:30 a.m. on Tuesday, March 4, 2014 in Room 305 of the Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.




Mayor Nancy McFarlane, Presiding




Mayor Pro Tem John Odom



Councilor Mary-Ann Baldwin




Councilor Thomas G. Crowder – (absent & excused)



Councilor Bonner Gaylord




Councilor Wayne K. Maiorano



Councilor Russ Stephenson



Councilor Eugene Weeks

Also present were City Manager Hall, City Attorney McCormick, Chief Planning Officer Silver, Engineer Eilleen M. Navarrete, Assistant City Manager Howe, Special Council Assistant Bunopane, Public Utilities Director Carmen and various other staff members.

Mayor McFarlane called the meeting to order.  City Manager Hall explained the concept of the lunch briefing pointing there will be no request for actions or votes.  If the Council has feed back or suggestions on the items that would be appropriate.  He explained the lunch work sessions are to give Council the opportunity to receive information on upcoming projects or items.  

CRABTREE BASIN WASTE WATER SYSTEM CONVEYANCE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT – PHASE II
Engineer Eileen M. Navarrete presented information on this project which included how we got to this point, need, basic project information, schedule, construction challenges, risk mitigation, public out reach and communication, and next steps.  Utilizing a slide presentation, she detailed the project.  

Questions or comments by Council related to the dividing of the contracts, timing, possible savings, possibility of having signs or educational information along the fences where the project is taking place, the need to reach out and include the homeowners associations in the areas of notification and the funding sources.  

TRANSIT PRESENTATION

Chief Planning Officer Mitchell Silver made a presentation on the review of Raleigh growth statistics, changing demographics and “Why, Transit Makes Sense.”  He pointed out this presentation is adapted from a presentation made to WakeUp Wake and various groups around the City.  Points of discussion related to the changing demographics, changing housing stock, paying for transportation either in roads or mass transit.  Projections on needed housing and how that will be met as well as a matrix on the tax value per acre.  The possibility that information such as presented could be utilized in developing or working on the city’s incentive policy as it is felt that information provides statistics on return on investment.
FUTURE WORK SESSION TOPICS

City Manager Hall presented a listing of possible topics for future work sessions including March 18 – Union Station update and Noise Issues – Glorious Church; April 1 – Economic Development policies and continuation of strategic plan development; April 15 review public comment, draft parks project list and system plan and review of City contract processes.  Possible other future work sessions include downtown capital facilities, road race policies and options for stream lining City Council agenda.  Ms. Baldwin stated the noise issue with regard to The Glorious Church is an item the Council could just get a report on what is happening.  She indicated the road race policy is in Law and Public Safety Committee and she feels that might be better addressed in committee and if after discussion in committee the committee wanted the full council involved, they could suggest a work session.  City Manager Hall indicated that is the concept.  The work sessions in no way would take items out of committee unless that particular committee made that suggestion.  Mr. Stephenson suggested the possibility of an UDO update case studies, etc.  
There being no further business, Mayor McFarlane announced the lunch work session adjourned at 12:55 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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