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--~~~~~~~~~~----~-~~--~----------I DESCR:BE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Briggs Hardw!3-re Building is a brick structure, four stories in 
the front ha~f, three stories in the rear. It stands in a commercial rov" 
and is three bays wide extending through the full block to the rear" The 
roof is enclosed in a parapet wall punctuated by chimney stacks, and is 
typical of thi s type of building being a shallow "Wn shape in section .. 

The first floor of the building's distinctive front elevation has 
been rm'lorked vilth large plate glass windows.. On the right~ a tall door 
-v-nth a si.ngle glazed panel provides access to a stair to the upper floors .. 
A )·lide entablature vvith end consoles tops, the first floor" It has a 
deeply molded architrave, a chain motif on the frieze, and a heavy molded 
cornice supported by undercut 'modillions embellished ~uth applied floral 
forms.. The consoles are flat.-paneled and have lion's head bosses .. 

The fenestration of the upper three floors shows marked diminution. 
The plate glass sash windows have upper convex corners vvith corresponding 
surrounds that are deeply molded.. Each window is surmounted by a wide 
hoodrnold with central lion's head motif topped by a heavy, simply molded 
cornice. Over each cornice, except on the fourth floor, appears a central.y 
placed rondell> The surrounds are completed by heavy flat sills with narrov' 
drop-blocks at each end. 

Vermiculated quoins, vnth convex irm_er corners, define each edge of 
the facade, and a massive entablature cr()~ms. the huilding, bear~.ng a 
cill"lilinear pediment.. The_ architray'e is __ enriched 'tilth dentils, the frieze 
carries a lion's head motif'} and the overhanging cornice is supported by 
large, molded brackets, a pair beneath each cornice end block, and a 
single one between the center and fla~ing bCiYS" The pediment bears this 
inscription: ~I .,',' 

1874 
BRIGGS 

BUILDING 
,. HARD~TARE 

Atop each cornice end block is a large urn with a rondel finial .. 

The rear elevation has irregular, re~vorked fenestration on the first 
floor and a central doorvJay It The two upper floors have marked diminution 
of their segmental headed four-over-four sash vnndows with corresponding 
brick arches .. 

The interior of the Briggs Building has a plan that varies from floor 
to floor~ The basement is an open room and has a brick floor" The first 
floor is open as well, as this is where business is conducted and it serve' 
as a conduit for pedestrian traffic betTiveen the tli'JO streets '''l'hich the 
building spans. It has a diapered pressed tin ceiling, bounded by an 
at tached entablature vrl th an egg-and~-dart architrave, and a wide pebbled. 
frieze with foliated scroll design.. The ceilings of both the first and , 
second stories are int.errupted by large rectangular openings 1;Thich form 
a well for the third story skylight.. This well has since been filled in, 
the holes bei.ng covered over T,ln th flooring.. However, on the First fl~or '} , 

'---------'w:~_r_-SOli.d--wQ.O~~n~lsyI]1~ly--arcadecL balustrade a:£o~d the <?y8m~_ s~VJ_v~ 
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Although all windows which once occurred on the side elevation$ are now 
bricked in., a few still retain their reveals and soffits, p's inner wooden trim 
identical to that which is used on the front and rear facade .windows of the 
uppel~ floors.. A tlrrned, engaged molding with turned finials occurs at the 
edge of t.he reveals and soffits.. A heavy molded sill completes the surround" 

The upper floors are variously partitioned, providing several large rooms 
on each level.. Most partition doors have been removed, and of those that 
remain, most consist of four flat panels" Generally, doorways are surmounted 
by three-light rectangular transoms, and door architraves consist of two 
simply molded parts.. The third story skylight is still present 'I though 
partially covered over. The fourth floor has its own small skylight 

Two sets of stairs ascend to the upper floors along the north wall in 
straight flights.. They both have clo~led wells,< and heavy molded handrails 
supported by heavy ttrrned balusters terminating in thick turned newels .. 
However, the rear stairs eA'tend from the basement to the second floor, while 
the front stairs extend from the first to the fourth floor. 
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o 20th Century 

DUrban PI anni n9 

o Other (Specify) 

The Briggs Hardware Building is the only ninete.enth. c.entllrY ~ommerc:i,al 
buildip.g that survives essentially unchanged on Raleights ma:in street Its 
rich red brick facade accented by bold metal trim--inclucli;ng handsome _ quo~i,n'f' 
cornice, parapet, and ~vind01"l surrolmds--together vn th it s continuity of use 
and family ownership, make it one of Raleigh's most important architectural 
and historic landmarks. 

Briggs Hardware was opened in 1865 in a sma.ller blJilding,.loGate.d at. 
the present site, b;y Thomas H .. Briggs in partnership vdth .James. Dqd.d;Brigg. 
I'Tas a successful Raleigh businessman vvith a contract:iong f;irm .and large. rqaJ. 
estate holdings'" Despite the tribu~ations of 'the reconstructio;n y~a.rs\l t_he 
period from 1865 to 18707 according to an 1879 accoun:t., tva_s one of intGnsi v 
building and commercial expansIon.. Reconstruction leader.s nSOlive~ green'ba.ck 
broadcast 7 and prudent and far-sighted busine~s mep .came behind :tJ1Gm apd. 
reaped a golden harvest,," During these "flush times,!'.the wri·ter cont;in~lled 
"Handsome stores and dwellings rose rapidly, and enterprise waS1 manifested 
in many ways .. " Family tradition has it that Briggs ~Tas able to begin h;is 
enterprise \vith gold and silver coins he had buried in lead pipes near.the 
edge of town during the war" Whatever his source of money, this "prudent 
businessman's" concern flouri$hed, selling a ~Tide variety of merchandise 
from soap to guns .. 

A new building, begun in lf372, was finished in 187lr, as memorialized 
in the parapet inscription.. Shortly after this James Dodd retired from the 
partnershlp, .and Briggs formed a partne~cshipvvith his two sons, James and 
Thomas He 7 Jr.. An ap.vertisement in the 1875-1876 Raleigh City Directory 
shows "ThOSe H Briggs' & Sons" as the pu.:.,nY2yors of "Hardware, Cutlery 7 

House F1L-rnishir.g GO':Jds t Wagon and Buggy Material, Best Cook Stoves, Lead.sl 
Oils, Colors and Glass. Raleigh, N .. C,." The family also operated a concern 
in carpentry and building on V'Jest street, at the corner of Hargett. Street.., 
a.n.d Briggs constructed a number of build~ings in Raleigh.. The 18-80-1881 
directQry' (published in 1879) listed Briggs t s merchandi se as including 
"hardl;vare, stoves, tinware, house furnishing goods, also sash, doors and 
blinds; tt tbe 1883 entry was simplified to "hard\rVare .. H Family history 
records that vThen Thomas Briggs eLi-ed in 1886 7 "all businesses in Raleigh 
closed to honor him and a public memorial service was held in the Tucker 
Building Auditorium,," 
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8 The business has remained in-the Briggs family, handling much the . same 
variety of merchandise. In 1915, according to JamesE. Briggs--. n9W p:esident 
of the company, who began working there in that year--:-a. gl~ss str.eet 'V'Jindow 
front was put on9 Partitions and some other interior details have been 
altered as livel1. The upper floors of the building served a number of uses 
Family tradition reports that Thomas Briggs the younger :in 1890 rented an 
upper floor to the Oak City Guard, "the Governor's Guard, n for. practic e, fqr 
$12 50 a day, with the stipulation that they not perform .a.ny "double quick 
drills" that might shake the building.. According to J. E. Briggs,. the Giti.'''s 
first l'MCA used space in the upper floors, as well as a Catholic Qhurch. c.on­
gregation, the Raleigh Little Theater, and a number of att~rneys. and ;insurance/ 
companies In the 1920s buggy 'tv-hip stock gave TtTay to Fiske tires; the present I 
·nte:cchandise includes primarily toys, hardware of all kinds, and some seeds .and 
other garden sl1pplies.. The noY-mal range of modern merchandise is stocked, but 
t.he store is widely known throughout the city as a source of traditional,items 
seldom carried by other businesses.. Briggs Ha:r'dware is one of the Jew: .down­
t01NIl commercial concerns that has neither opened branches in -suburban shopping 
centers nor moved out of downtO'i,lm altogether .. - In 1972, Briggs' ;can an ad-., 
vertisement in the Raleigh NevIS and Observer with t.he :Q.eadline, "WHEN IS _ .. 
BEIGGS LEAVING DO~vNTO~~"'N?n lollo~ved by a sl1JllTlary of its hi story and the con­
clusion that "\'le want t.o stay aro1ll1d at least. another 107 years if it f s only 
to see '~1That the heck will happen next .. ,n 
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Research by Catherine W. Cockshutt, survey supervisor; archite.ctural desc:cip 
tion by Neil Pearson, consultant. 

Aulis) ,Jack. "Briggs A Durable Citadel," Raleigh News and Observer, 
September 24, 1972 

Briggs Family History, no date, in Historic American Buildings Survey folder 
at School of Design, North Carolina State University) Raleigh, North 
Carolina. 
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1~---"-~--------:-1-----------1 R __ gF LES_S THAN TEN ACRES __ 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 
1'--' 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes ~econds Degrees 

35 0 

Minutes 

46, 
Seconds 

39 .. 
Degrees Minutes 

78 o' 38· o NW o 
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25 " 
NE o o 

o o 

9 o 

SE 
51.1 
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STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE 
t----,....;.. 

STATE: CODE COUNTY, CODE 

r--------------------------------·------ -C-O---D-E-~-C-O-U--N-T-Y--:-------------------------------CODE-
STATE: 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

NAME AND TITLE: 

Survey ~nd Planning Unit 
~GANIZ.'!'TION 

Divi3~on of Archives and HistorJ[ 
rs-=rRE E T A~l D NUMB E R: 

109 East Jones Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

p.valuated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park SerVIce. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

~ational 0 State 0 Local [Xl 

.' ('7 
/. (l}~)(f/ /t!1 /tv·~? 

N a me ' / iI..., (/ I ./ v 
-H-.-G-• ..,. Jones ) 

Title llirector z Di"'visi on of Archives 
and History 

Date 
28 August 1973 

------------

CODE 

I hereby certify thgt this property is included in the 

N8Uonal Register. 

Director, Office of ArcheoIo,gy and Historic Preservation 

D':lte ____ . __________________ _ 

ATTEST: 

Keept:r of The National Register 

Date ________________________ . ___ ~-------
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