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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session on Tuesday, June 21, 2005, at 1:00 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.




Mayor Meeker




Mr. West




Mr. Craven



Mr. Crowder




Mr. Isley




Ms. Kekas




Mr. Regan



Ms. Taliaferro

Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Council Member Regan.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Council Member Kekas.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS
FLAG – RECOGNITION OF PRESENTATION – MADE

Mayor Meeker recognized Shelle Altieri, wife of Major Jayson A. Altieri of the U.S. Army explaining Major Altieri is serving in Iraq and has presented the City of Raleigh with a U.S. Flag which flew with him in a combat mission over Baghdad.  The Flag is flying in front of City Hall.  Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to Ms. Altieri for her service on the home front and to her husband for service in the military.  He pointed out the City of Raleigh has over 20 employees serving oversees presently.
Ms. Altieri pointed out her husband left about 5 days ago to return to Baghdad.  She stated he wanted to present the flag to recognize the City of Raleigh for their support and the City’s support of all military and military families.  The comments were received.

CAT DRIVERS – NCPTA BUS ROADEO COMPETITION- RECOGNIZED

David Walker pointed out nine Capital Area Transit drivers participated in the North Carolina Public Transportation Association Bus Roadeo Competition in Wilmington recently.  He pointed out their participation resulted in two second place trophies for Capital Area Transit.  Raymond Rogers took second place in the 35 foot bus competition and Ron Perry took second place in the 20 foot cut-away competition.  He recognized other drivers who participated including Niki Walker, Roy Pulley, James Dawson, James Young, Don Holloman, Jesse Pratt and Dewey Warren.  Mayor Meeker congratulated all involved.
COMPEIGNE – STUDENTS RECOGNIZED

Mayor Meeker recognized Gretchen Chapman who was present at the meeting with a group of French students and teachers visiting through the Raleigh Sister City Program.  Ms. Chapman welcomed the 15 students and two French Teacher and one American Teacher pointing out this is the fourth visit of students from Compeigne during the 2004-2005 school year.  She talked about the 67 students that have been involved.  She pointed out Raleigh has sister cities in England and Germany and talked about the French student exchange.  Mayor Meeker welcomed the students and recognized Gretchen and George Chapman for their hard work with this program.
WORLD CHANGERS – PROCLAMATION – PRESENTED

Mayor Meeker recognized Darryl Trexler, project coordinator for World Changers and presented a proclamation proclaiming World Changers Week in the City of Raleigh.  Mr. Trexler pointed out the participants will be arriving later this week.
CERTIFICATE OF APPOINTMENT – PRESENTATIONS MADE

Mayor Meeker explained the Certificate of Appointment presentation and presented certificates to Stratos Paschloudis who was recently appointed to the Human Relations Commission and William Crosswell Bowden, Jr., who was recently appointed to the Telecommunications Commission.

CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENEDED

Mayor Meeker presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion. If a Councillor requests discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the consent agenda and considered separately.  He explained the vote on the consent agenda would be a roll call vote.  Mayor Meeker pointed out an item has been added to the Consent Agenda by Administration relative to a parade in the Oakwood area.
Mayor Meeker stated he had received a request from Mr. Regan to withdraw the Maple Ridge Road drainage improvement project as well as the Raleigh Durham Grant Acceptance Project.  Without objection those items were withdrawn from the Consent Agenda.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the Consent Agenda with the deletion of the two items and the addition of the item relative to the Oakwood parade.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  The items on the Consent Agenda were as follows.
COMPUTER EQUIPMENT – EPLUS GROUP INCORPORATED – AGREEMENT EXTENDED

The City has an existing agreement with ePlus Group, Inc. to provide lease of computer equipment, as well as on-site technical assistance with equipment installation and warranty maintenance.

Recommendation:  That this agreement be extended one-year to June 30, 2006.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

WIRELESS DATA SERVICE – CELLULAR DIGITAL PACKET DATA REPLACMENTS – MANAGER ATHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE CONTRACT WITH SPRINT

The Raleigh Police Department currently is using Cellular Digital Packet Data (CDPD) technology at 19.2 Kilobits (KB) per second.   This service will terminate on December 31, 2005.  Nextel wireless data service currently used by several other departments is terminating on June 30, 2005.  Therefore, a new Enterprise technology solution is needed for our mobile users, currently about 650 users.  In a collaborative effort with local municipalities and the City of Raleigh, Wake County initiated a Request for Proposals (RFP) for a replacement Wireless Data Service.  Several Vendors were tested and evaluated.  Sprint was selected after a thorough evaluation.  The new technology provides a higher speed service (144 KB advertised speed, actual speed during test was 242 KB).  The current monthly rates are $35-$55 per card.  The new service rate per month for a Sprint wireless card will be $55.  This will result in an annual increase of $150,636 for wireless data service, which is budgeted in Departmental operating budgets.  The present service costs are approximately $286,200.  The new yearly wireless service costs, therefore, are $436,836.

Additional features of this new technology include NetMotion, a software package, which provides increased security, data compression for higher speed, session persistence and static IP addresses.   Session persistence allows for the computer to go in and out of wireless service range without losing connectivity with the back-end systems. Static IP addressing allows for additional management of the field computers.  The initial cost for deploying NetMotion software, hardware, and network connectivity is $104,712.  This funding is to be provided by the City’s Technology Fund ($63,670) and the IT Department’s operating budget ($41,042), as requested in the transfer below.  The total first year cost of the program (including the service costs and deployment costs) will be approximately $541,548.

The first year NetMotion software license cost is subsidized by Sprint.  The subsequent annual cost for NetMotion is $30,850.  Connectivity costs per year are $11,544 and server lease cost is $10,666. Therefore, the total annual program cost for the second year onward will be $489,896. 

The contract term shall be one year and all accounts shall end at the same time.  At the City’s discretion, the contract term can be extended for four additional one year agreements.
There will be no installation fee, start-up fee, or activation fee for the connection cards.  There will be no termination fees if the contractual term of one year is honored.  Through December 31, 2005, a service credit up to $299 per user will be applied to the account to cover the acquisition cost of the connection/wireless card or hard mount modem.

Recommendation:  Approve the City Manager to negotiate and execute a contract with Sprint and the budget transfer.
Transferred From:

100-1815-70201-182

Computer Operations


$  41,042.00

501-0000-79001-975

Tech Reserve



    63,670.00









$104,712.00

Transferred To:

501-9465-71311-975

Wireless Data Comm.


$104,712.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 856 TF 24.
ALLTEL PAVILION/WALNUT CREEK AMPHITHEATRE – COMMUNITY GROUP USE - APPROVED

This is a request for use of the Alltel Pavilion/Walnut Creek Amphitheatre during one of the fourteen (14) community days per year granted by contract to the City of Raleigh.  In the past, community groups and organizations have used these days for purposes of neighborhood festivals, community celebrations and drug, health or educational events.  This is the only request received this year.  Capital Area Sports Foundation has requested the use of the Alltel Pavilion for Sunday, September 4, 2005 as a community use rental to hold a concert to raise funds for the Aggie-Eagle football classic.  Capital Area Sports Foundation has received authorization from the Alltel Pavilion administration to use the facility September 4, 2005 and submitted the necessary paperwork as well as an application check for $500.  They have also agreed to pay facility usage fees for rental, personnel, production, parking and cleaning.

Recommendation:  Approve.  Upheld on Consent Agenda MeekerTaliaferro – 8 ayes.

NORTH CAROLINA INTERLOCAL RISK MANAGEMENT AGENCY – CONTRACT FOR SERVICES – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY
The North Carolina Interlocal Risk Management Agency (NCIRMA) which is a subsidiary of the North Carolina League of Municipalities (NCLM) is currently performing claim review and administrative services for the City’s prior and current year workers’ compensation claims.  The current contract contains an option that will enable the City to engage NCIRMA to provide Third Party Administrator (TPA) services for the City’s existing and future workers’ compensation claims over a two year period.  The NCLM, through its subsidiary the Interlocal Risk Financing Fund of North Carolina (IRFFNC), currently provides TPA services for the City’s property and liability claims.  As with the property and liability program, it is recommended that the City’s Risk Management Office be authorized to utilize NCIRMA as a third party administrator for current and future workers’ compensation claims through fiscal year 2007 to enable the contract period to mirror the existing contract with the Interlocal Risk Financing Fund of North Carolina (IRFFNC).  It is estimated that the annual fee for the TPA service will be approximately $150,000 and funding has been established in the FY06 proposed budget for this service.  Such will allow City Management to have a single point of contact, the North Carolina League of Municipalities (NCLM), which is the oversight body for both NCIRMA and IRFFNC thereby placing all TPA services under one umbrella.
Recommendation:  Approve exercising option of contracting with NCIRMA to provide TPA services effective July 1, 2005, for a two year period, pending approval of the fiscal year 2005-06 budget.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

CONVENTION  CENTER – PROGRESS ENERGY REMEDIATION AND SITE MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT – APPROVED

A Remediation and Site Management Agreement has been drafted between the City of Raleigh and Progress Energy to address the requirements and schedule for the coordination, planning and cooperation between the parties regarding environmental remediation of the previous Manufactured Gas Plant Site #1 operated by CP&L from ca. 1870-1914 within the projected footprint of the New Convention Center.  The agreement provides for the direct work and related costs of remediation of the MGP Plant site to be borne by Progress Energy.  Progress Energy is ready to mobilize immediately upon execution of the agreement.  Environmental consultants engaged by the City will monitor the work of the Progress Energy contractors.
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the agreement.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

NORTH CAROLING HOUSING FINANCE AGENCY – TAX CREDIT PROPOSALS – MAYOR AUTHORIZED TO SIGN
The North Carolina Housing Finance Agency has requested City comments on proposals for housing tax credits for projects within the City limits.  If funded the total number of proposed units is 297.  At their meeting on May 17, 2005, the City Council committed funds, pending approval of tax credits and environmental reviews, to three projects:  Waterbrook Apartments, Terrace Spring-Congregate Care Living for Senior Citizens and Wakefield Hills Apartments.  All of the projects conform to the Scattered Site Policy.  Community Development staff has reviewed the projects and determined that the requirements have been met.
Recommendation:  Authorize the Mayor to sign the letter to the NC Tax Reform Allocation Committee of the NC Housing Finance Agency.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.
WAKE COUNTY COMPUTER AIDED DISPATCH SYSTEM – INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH WAKE COUNTY – AUTHORIZED

The City currently uses the Computer Aided Dispatch (CAD) System in the Emergency Communications Center which is owned by Wake County.  An interlocal agreement between the City of Raleigh and Wake County regarding the use and support of the Wake County Computer Aided Dispatching (CAD) System is necessary.  A copy of the agreement was in the agenda packet.
Recommendation:  Authorize the interlocal agreement with Wake County with execution by the City Manager.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

WAKE COUNTY PUBLIC SAFETY COMMUNICATION SERVICES – INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH WAKE COUNTY – AUTHORIZED

The City provides Public Safety Communications Services to Wake County through the Emergency Communications Center.  An interlocal agreement is necessary between the City of Raleigh and Wake County for these services that are provided to Wake County, performance measures delivery and billing for these services.  The agreement also includes the terms of use for infrastructure, facilities, equipment, capital and operating costs and how those costs will be shared.  A copy of the agreement was in the agenda packet.
Recommendation:  Authorize the interlocal agreement with Wake County with execution by the City Manager.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

PARADE ROUTES – VARIOUS – APPROVED

The agenda presented the following requests for various parades/street closures.
Aly Khalifa would like to hold a parade and neighborhood celebration on Saturday, June 25, 2005 from 2:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Sallie Winter would like to hold a July 4th parade on Monday, July 4, 2005 from 9:30 a.m. until 10:30 a.m.
Ted Rex, Oakwood Neighborhood, would like to hold a parade on Monday, July 4, 2005, from 5:00 p.m. until 5:30 p.m.

Brooklyn Winters, representing the North Carolina State University Alumni Association, would like to hold a parade on Friday, October 28, 2005 from 5:45 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on consent agenda Meeker/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  

STREET CLOSINGS – VARIOUS – APPROVED
The agenda presented the following request for temporary street closings.

1200 Block of Little Lake Hill Drive – Elaine Karcher request a street closure from Monday July 4, 2005 from 10:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. for a neighborhood July 4th celebration.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.
EASEMENT – THE WESSEX COMPANY – APPROVED
A request has been received from The Wessex Company, working for BellSouth, for an easement from the City of Raleigh for the purpose of installing a new line to the water tower on this site.  A report was in the agenda packet.
Recommendation:  Approve the easement request.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

EASEMENT EXCHANGE – SANITARY SEWER AND WATER – COPPER RIDGE – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

A request has been received from Nellie K. Shipley, attorney with Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, representing Copper Ridge, to exchange an existing 20-foot City of Raleigh sanitary sewer easement for a new 20-foot City of Raleigh sanitary sewer easement and to exchange an existing 20-foot City of Raleigh water easement for a new 55-foot public right-of-way in Copper Ridge located off Creedmoor Road in Raleigh, to allow for better lot development.  These exchanges are in accordance with plans that have been approved by the City of Raleigh Public Utilities Department.  The property owner is responsible for all costs of the easement exchanges.

Recommendation:  Approve the easement exchanges and authorize the City Clerk to advertise.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 564.

DOWNTOWN EAST GATEWAY – CONTRACT WITH CAMIROS, INC. – APPROVED
On September 21, 2004, the City Council adopted the Moore Square South Development Strategy.  One of the six implementation items for the Strategy was the development of a Downtown East Vision Plan.  In order to move forward with this step, staff completed a Request for Qualifications process to obtain consultant assistance with the preparation of the Vision Plan.

Recommendation:  Authorization to negotiate with Camiros, Inc on a scope of services to assist the City in the development of an East Vision Plan and to approve the budgetary transfer.

Transferred From:

505-8081-79001-975

Halifax Street Improvements

$125,000.00
Transferred To:

505-8081-79308-975

Downtown East Gateway

$125,000.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 856 TF 24.
GREEN VALLEY/GARDEN ACRES WATER AND SEWER IMPROVEMENTS – ADMINISTRATION TO AUTHORIZE FEE AND CONTRACT

Fourteen proposals were received for the Green Valley/Garden Acres Area Water and Sewer Improvements.  The three top firms are listed in ranking order:


Kimley-Horn and Associates


McKim and Creed


Stearns and Wheler

Recommendation:  Authorize Administration to negotiate a fee and contract with Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc., for the Green Valley/Garden Acres Area Water and Sewer Improvements and to negotiate with the other firms in the event that the negotiation is not successful.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.
E.M. JOHNSON WATER TREATMENT PLANT PHASE I EXPANSION – AMENDMENT #1/HAZEN & SAWYER – APPROVED – FUNDS TRANFERRED

The City currently has an agreement with Hazen and Sawyer for the E.M. Johnson Water Treatment Plant Phase 1 Expansion and Upgrade Study.  Amendment #1 in the amount of $100,000 is for evaluating the expansion and upgrade of the E.M. Johnson Water Treatment Plant from a capacity of 86 MGD to 120 MGD.
Recommendation:  Approve Amendment #1 and the budgetary transfer.
Transferred From:

348-9207-79001-975 

EM Johnson Facility Rehabilitation

$100,000.00

Transferred To:

348-9284-79201-975

EMJWTP 50 MGD Pump Install

$100,000.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 856 TF 24.
ENCROACHMENT – GALE STREET/CABARRUS STREET/SALISBURY STREET – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

A request has been received from City of Raleigh Construction Management to encroach on City right-of-way on Gale Street, Cabarrus and Salisbury Streets for the purpose of installing retaining walls with vertical piles and tiebacks.  A report was in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve the encroachment subject to the conditions outlined in Resolution 1996-153 and the following:

1) The Contractor shall obtain “Right-of-Way” from the Inspections Department prior to installation.
2) The Contractor shall contact “NC One Call Center” 48 hours prior to excavation and shall remain 10’ from existing utilities. 
Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.
ENCROACHMENT – CABARRUS STREET BETWEEN MCDOWELL AND DAWSON STREET – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

A request has been received from City of Raleigh Construction Management to encroach on City right-of-way for the purpose of installing tie-back anchors.  A report was in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve the encroachment subject to conditions in Resolution 996-153 and obtaining right-of-way from the Inspections Department prior to installation, contacting ‘NC One Call Center” and remaining 10-feet from existing utilities.

Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.
ENCROACHMENT – 111 EAST HARGETT STREET AND 137 SOUTH WILMINGTON STREET – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY
A request has been received from HL Empire Properties, LLC to encroach on City right-of-way for the purpose of installing two grease traps and building swing doors.  A report was in the agenda packet.
Recommendation:  Approve the encroachment subject to conditions in Resolution 1996-153 and 1) The Owner shall obtain “Right-of-Way” from the Inspections Department prior to installation; 2) The Owner shall contact “NC One Call Center” 48 hours prior to excavation and shall remain 10’ from existing utilities; 3) The Owner/Contractor shall obtain a “Vegetation Impact Permit” from the Urban Forester for the grease trap to serve 137 S. Wilmington Street for prior to installation; 4) The Contractor shall reinstall the sidewalk to its original formation/condition; 5) The grease traps shall be traffic rated constructed.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.

BUDGET AMENDMENTS – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
The agenda presented the following recommended Budget Amendments.

Finance Department - $25,000 – to budget for penalty revenues that have been collected and must be remitted to Wake County Public School Systems for FY2004/2005.

Parks and Recreation - $3,016 – to appropriate payment received for sanitary sewer easement on French Drive.

Parks and Recreation - $4,600 – to accept additional funds from K. B. Homes for making improvements to Davie Street Park.

Police Department - $175,000 – to budget accounts for grant awarded by the U.S. Department of Justice for Weed & Seed Grant Program targeted in the Thompson Hunter Community.

The agenda outlined the revenue and expenditure accounts involved in the recommended budget amendments.

Recommendation:  Approval of budget amendments as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 856 TF 24.

TRANSFERS – VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented transfers in the Inspections, Parks and Recreation, Police, Public Works, Solid Waste and Street Maintenance Department.  The agenda outlined the reasons for the transfers and the code accounts involved.

Recommendation:  Approval of transferred as outlined on the agenda.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 856 TF 24.

TRAFFIC – VARIOUS CHANGES – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented recommended changes relating to speed limit reduction on Tie Stone Way, Aztec Dawn Court and Fairall Drive.  The agenda so presented recommendations relative to changes in no parking on Blount Street, loading zone on Davie Street and traffic schedule entries  as a result of the June 30, 2005 annexations.  The agenda also presented recommendations to establish a no u-turn on south bound Lassiter Mill at Pamlico Drive.  The agenda outlined the various locations and the reasons for the recommended changes.  The agenda pointed out the speed limit reduction recommendations were the result of signed petitions that met requirements for approval.
Recommendation:  Approval of changes in traffic code as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 857.

END OF CONSENT AGENDA

STORM DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS – MAPLE RIDGE ROAD – EMERGENCY REPAIR AUTHORIZATION – APPROVED

The City Council previously approved a project to upgrade the drainage system in the vicinity of Mapleridge Road including the replacement of a failing metal culvert with a restored stream.  This project should be ready to go to construction within a few months.  Unfortunately, one section of the existing culvert completely failed during the heavy rains experienced on June 7th.  If this failure is not repaired several homes and Mapleridge Road will likely experience flooding with every significant rainfall.

Staff has developed an emergency repair to solve the problem until the remaining construction takes place.  The emergency repair will take approximately one week to construct.  The property owners involved have agreed to grant the City the necessary easements to enter private property to make the repairs.
Recommendation:  Authorize funding of $40,000 from Stormwater System Repairs in the Stormwater Utility Capital fund for the emergency repair of the failed portion of the culvert.  The necessary transfer will be handled administratively.

Mr. Regan pointed out he had withdrawn this from the Consent Agenda and commended Administration for moving forth with this repair.  Mr. Regan moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

RALEIGH-DURHAM INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT – GRANT ACCEPTANCE – APPROVED

The Raleigh-Durham Airport Authority has received a grant offer from the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) in the amount of $3,934,574 for expansion of Terminal C and relocation of Taxiway D (Phase II).  FAA grants also require acceptance by the City of Raleigh, Wake County, City of Durham and Durham County.  A copy of the grant was in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Accept grant as requested.

Mr. Regan pointed out he withdrew this from the consent agenda pointing out he does not feel that this request is within the City’s authority therefore he would vote no.  Ms. Taliaferro moved approval as outlined.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Regan who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Meeker presented the Planning Commission consent agenda indicating it would be handled in the same manner as the regular consent agenda.  He stated he had received a request from Mr. Crowder and Ms. Taliaferro to withdraw TC-22-04.  Without objection that item was withdrawn from the Planning Commission Consent Agenda.  Ms. Taliaferro moved the Planning Commission’s recommendation on the remaining items be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  The items on the Planning Commission Consent Agenda were as follows:
TEXT CHANCE – AGGREGATE SETBACKS – CLUSTER UNIT DEVELOPMENTS – PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZED

This request is to reduce the aggregate side-yard setbacks from 15 feet to 10 feet and to reduce the aggregate front/rear-yard setbacks from 40 feet to 30 feet within cluster unit developments.

CR-10837 from the Planning Commission recommends that this text change be authorized for public hearing.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes

SP-21-05 – CITY OF RALEIGH DOWNTOWN UNDERGROUND PARKING DECK – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

This request is to approve a 3 level underground parking structure with 922 parking spaces, associated with SP-24-05, pending Marriott Hotel on the downtown City block east of the proposed Convention Center site.  The site is zoned Business District with Downtown Residential Housing Overlay.

CR-10838 from the Planning Commission recommends approval with conditions.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.

END OF PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA

TC-22-04 – FLOODWAY FRINGE REGULATIONS – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
This request is to amend the City’s floodprone area regulations to limit bulk lot coverage of floodplains to 50% of the floodway fringe area, subject to special provisions and exceptions.

CR-10836 from the Planning Commission recommends that this text change be approved, as revised and the additional recommendations are adopted by the Council.  Planning Commission Chairperson Kuczmarski read the Planning Commission’s recommendation.  Mr. Crowder pointed out this is a new requirement and in general he is glad to see we are looking at this issue as it does address coverage in our floodplain.  He stated maybe the Comprehensive Planning Committee should look at the item to make sure everyone understands.  Ms. Taliaferro stated she had asked that this be withdrawn from the Planning Commission consent agenda and feels it should go to committee so the City Council can understand all of the hard work that has gone in to this item.  She stated the companion piece relative to the greenway dedication is setting in the Public Works Committee and may be TC-22-04 should be referred to Public Works and the two items could be discussed together.  Mr. Crowder pointed out considering the backlog in the Public Works Committee, he feels it would be good to look at the issue in the Comprehensive Planning Committee.  Ms. Taliaferro moved that TC-22-04 be referred to the Public Works Committee.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Crowder who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.
SP-18-05 – CHURCH OF GOOD SHEPERD PARKNG LOT – REFERRED TO THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

This request is to approve the demolition of an existing 5,828 square foot building and the construction of a 13 space parking lot on a 1.01 acre site within the Business Zone, Downtown Residential Housing Overlay, and the Capitol Square Historic Overlay zoning districts.  This site is located within the downtown area requiring preliminary site plan approval by the City Council.

CR-10839 from the Planning Commission recommends approval with conditions.

Planning Commission Chairperson Kuczmarski read the Planning Commission’s recommendations.  She pointed out the ones who voted against this proposal expressed concern about the proposal is not in compliance with the Urban Form Guidelines.  She stated in the CR Condition #7 is incorrect.  The Planning Commission took action and recommended that the berm would be removed and additional screening would be provided with the understanding the screening would be approved by the Historic Districts Commission.  She stated #7 as written in the CR is too specific and should be amended. 

Ms. Kekas pointed out she and other Council members received a letter from representatives of the church on this issue pointing out she thought the concerns related to the solid wall.  Questions were asked as to whether the concerns of the Historic Districts Commission has been satisfied.  Interim Planning Director Betts pointed out the issue was brought to the attention of the Historic District Commission and their comments and concerns were voiced prior to the issue coming to the Planning Commission.  It may be appropriate to go back to Committee.  Mr. Crowder moved the issue be referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro.  
In response to questioning from Ms. Taliaferro, Planning Commission Chairperson Kuczmarski pointed out the three no votes related to concerns with noncompliance with the Comprehensive Plan and design guidelines and they did not feel a parking lot would be appropriate in this location.  They did not feel the screening was enough.  Mr. Isley stated he understood this issue is time sensitive.  A gentleman from the audience pointed out they have five days before their application to demolish expires.  Mr. Betts stated he did not know anything about a demolition permit.  Mayor Meeker suggested holding the item and let Mr. Betts check and report back during the Council meeting.

Later in the meeting, Interim Planning Director Betts indicated there is no time period or expiration of a permit involved.  The motion to refer the item to Comprehensive Planning Committee was put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REZONING Z-30-05 – FALLS OF NEUSE ROAD – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
This request is to rezone approximately 1.31 acres, currently zoned Residential-4.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Office and Institution-1 Conditional Use.

CR-10840 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated June 14, 2005.

Planning Commission Chairperson Kuczmarski read the Planning Commission’s recommendation and in response to questioning pointed out the person who voted against the case felt that a 22,000 square foot building would not be appropriate for this area and talked about the corridor plan and what it calls for, the other Planning Commission members felt it would be in conformance with the area plans.  Ms. Taliaferro moved the Planning Commission’s recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Ordinance 858 ZC 571.

SPECIAL ITEMS

TRANSIT PASSES – NONPROFITS – REFERRED TO BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

During the May 3, 2005 Council meeting, the Budget and Economic Development Committee was prepared to make the following recommendation:
By split vote, the Committee recommends that this item be removed from the Committee and placed on this agenda for discussion at the Council table.

At the request of Mayor Meeker it was agreed to hold discussion on the item to receive further information from Administration as well as a recommendation from the Transit Authority and place the item on the May 17 agenda for consideration.

During the May 17 meeting it was pointed out that the Transit Authority is still discussing the item was placed on the May 17 agenda for consideration and a report.  During the meeting Mayor Meeker indicated the Transit Authority is scheduled to look at the issue within the next week or so and the item was held and placed on the June 7 agenda as a Special Item.

At the June 7 Council meeting, the Transit Authority Chair was unable to be present for the meeting and the Mayor held the item and asked that it be placed on the June 21 agenda.  Mike Summerlin, Chairman of the Transit Authority will present the report at the meeting.
Transportation Engineer Mike Kennon pointed out Mr. Summerlin could not be at the meeting because of a prior commitment.  Vice-Chairman Shawn Lemieux Faircloth is available to make the presentation.
Ms. Faircloth pointed out the Transit Authority reviewed all the requests and information and presented Council members with a prepared statement.  She went over the information explaining one of the concerns relates to staff having enough time to deal with enforcement and qualifying of students and nonprofits.  She stated a concern relates to the fact that there is no standard ID for Wake County students; therefore, there would be difficulty in determining who is indeed students and keeping up with that information.  As far as nonprofits are concerned, nonprofits come and go and it would be difficult to keep track of what constitute a nonprofit and who is involved in nonprofits and would qualify.  She spoke about the current options and fare schedules that are available.  She stated for 75 cents a person can get on a bus, have a free transfer and go anywhere in the city.  She talked about the $2 per day pass, the 31 day pass for $30, and other low or discounted options that are available.  She stated one possible solution would be to offer a UPASS to Wake County School System for Wake County students.  She stated the Transit Authority would like to see a survey done in the schools and get some commitment or information as to whether there is a need and if a UPASS or some type discounted ridership on the system is needed.  She pointed out the last fare increase for the CAT system was some 8 years ago and the single ride went from 50 cents to 75 cents.  She talked about work and improvements that have been made to the system including increasing service, increasing bus stops, starting Sunday service, etc.  She talked about the work and the public input and opinions that went in to developing the five year plan and the feeling of the Transit Authority that there is where our focus should be implementing the five year plan.  Once we gain ridership, we can at that point consider various discounts or other options.  She stated at this point the Transit Authority does not propose or recommend any more discounts or programs but would like to see discussion with Wake County about possible interest or utilization of a UPASS agreement.
Mayor Meeker suggested that the item be referred to Budget & Economic Development Committee for report back to Council and so moved.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas.

Ms. Taliaferro pointed out the Transit Authority makes a good point about the lack of a standard ID for Wake County students.  She stated in addition there are other schools which are not affiliated with Wake County such as charter schools, private schools, etc., and they may have more need for public transportation or for their students to have bus passes.  She asked the committee to consider that in their discussion.  She also talked about the passes for the homeless program pointing out that fits one of the needs.

Mr. West questioned if there is any data which indicates the interest of the school students to ride CAT buses.  Mayor Meeker talked about the number of students who presently ride the bus.  Mr. Crowder asked about the possibility of making inquiries of the school system to see if they have interest or they feel there is a need and the Committee could have that data before discussing the issue.  The motion to refer the item to the Budget & Economic Development Committee was put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

CONVENTION CENTER – DESIGN ELEMENTS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

At the June 7, 2005 Council meeting, the Convention Center Commission presented an agenda which dealt with several pending issues that Council had wished to see come forward.  One issue regarding the Convention Center Commission and the Arts Commission acting as a review body was resolved at the June 7 Council meeting.  Mayor Meeker indicated the remaining issues were to be placed in the June 21 Council agenda.
a. A recommendation that monies be appropriated from Design Contingency in an effort to further the design development for the following elements of the new Convention Center.

1. Interactive, programmable fountains - schematic development and design development (fees $43,565).

2. The tower element or similar structure to be located at the corner of Salisbury and Lenoir Streets (fees $24,285, $29,285).

3. The “Shimmer Wall” located on the McDowell Street elevation (fees ($33,595).

4. Prepare internal positions within the Convention Center structure for placement of public art in the future (fees $13,180).

5. Staging/festive area (fees $33,595).

b. A recommendation to Council that all of the above stated elements be integrated into the current architectural design process as opposed to creating a “new” public art process.

c. All monies spent now from the Design Contingency Fund would be reimbursed when benefactors fundraising and naming rights opportunities are secured.

Mayor Meeker pointed out these issues related to options on a tower structure.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out as she understands item a. (2) would be increased to $29,285 pointing out the additional $5,000 would cover design work which would bring other options.  She stated she had concern about what was meant by tower element or similar structure and she understands this would be design work to determine how to move forward.  Ms. Taliaferro moved approval of the recommendations as outlined.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas.  Mr. Craven stated as he understands the City would be reimbursed these monies with it being pointed out reimbursement would go to the Convention Center funds.  This just authorizes the study and moving forward and a final recommendation would come back to Council.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Regan who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

ADMINISTRATIVE FEE – 238 BUCK JONES ROAD – WAIVED

During the June 7, 2005 Council meeting, Mr. Dupree appealed to the Council for relief from an Administrative fee incurred on his property at 238 Buck Jones Road/

A motion was made to relieve Mr. Dupree of the Administrative fee and to re-examine the Ordinance.  A vote on the motion failed 4-2.  The Mayor directed that the item be placed on this agenda for further consideration..

Discussion took place with it being pointed out this relates to an abandoned vehicle that was on blocks and tires and created an unsafe condition and the property owner was questioning what control he had over an abandoned vehicle.  Mr. Crowder moved to uphold the administrative fee.  His motion did not receive a second.  Mayor Meeker moved that the same motion that is to relieve Mr. Dupree of the administrative fee.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Craven and put to a vote which resulted as follows:  Ayes – 5 (Meeker, Craven, Regan, Kekas, West); Noes – 3 (Taliaferro, Crowder, Isley).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

NCDOT 2007-2013 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM – PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZED FOR JULY 5, 2005

The North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) has issued a call for projects to be considered for inclusion in its 2007-2013 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).  This requires the City to review its transportation priorities for Roadway, Planning, and Bicycle Pedestrian projects and submit them to the Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (CAMPO) for consideration.  Included in the agenda packet is a proposed project priority list.

Recommendation:  The Council may wish to hold this item for the Tuesday, July 5, 2005 meeting to provide an opportunity for public comment.
City Manager Allen briefly explained the issue.  Transportation Engineer Lamb explained the background, the fact that the schedule is changing and the final TIP has not been published.  He went through the information briefly.

Mayor Meeker explained the change and the fact that he is not sure CAMPO will approve the recommendations.  He talked about the activity of the Wakefield residents in trying to get the new Falls of Neuse bridge replacement included and the status of local and federal funds.  Ms. Taliaferro questioned if the projects listed on the spread sheet are prioritized with Mr. Lamb pointing out they are.  Ms. Taliaferro questioned Hillsborough Street with Mr. Lamb pointing out the priorities have not changed from last year.  The signal upgrade, the Falls of Neuse Bridge and Hillsborough Street have been added to the bottom of the list.  Whether the items could be reprioritized after the public hearing was talked about briefly.  By consensus, the Council recommended that a public hearing be held on July 5.

CONVENTION CENTER – AUTHORIZATION TO SOLICIT BIDS FOR GMP#4 – PROCEDURE APPROVED

Skanska - Barnhill Joint Venture, the Construction Manager at Risk, seeks authorization to solicit bids for GMP (#4) bid packages prior to establishing the Guaranteed Price.  This proposal differs from previous GMP proposals by substituting the POST BID - FINAL GMP process.  The CM at Risk, the Designer and City Administration believe that this approach will benefit the project schedule and take advantage of relatively low current market prices for steel.

Approval of this authorization to proceed with public bidding affects principally: steel structure - framing metal deck, studs, reinforcing, underslab utilities, concrete package for cast in place - utility vaults, foundations- foundation shear walls, structural embeds, elevated slabs, slab on grade, slab edge details, waterproofing to elevation 332, vertical transportation, expansion joints, mechanical, electrical and plumbing and fire protection openings.

The design team and CM at Risk concur that the anticipated amount of GMP #4, $47,123,588, has been reviewed and is consistent with the DD budget submitted June 7, 2005.
Recommendations:  Authorize the Skanska - Barnhill Construction Manager at Risk - Joint Venture to advertise the work included in GMP #4 for public bids and subsequently if bids received are within current estimates, authorize the City Manager, subject to City Attorney’s approval, to execute an amendment to the CM Construction Services Agreement establishing a Guaranteed Maximum Price not to exceed the amount of $47,123,588.  Funds are in place.
City Manager Allen pointed out we are ready to move forward with GMP #4.  He stated we have been talking about POST BID for GMPs and he thinks this is really the best time to make this change.  He stated by making this change it is felt we will pick up a month or two in our schedule.  He explained GMP #4 is mainly the steel package.  The market conditions for steel are very volatile and at this point we have a lower cost environment.  He stated in order to address the volatile situation we see in the market, the design team, construction manager at risk and staff feels that this is a productive way to go.  He pointed out we have contacted the State and they recommend that the POST BID Concept be considered.  He explained the recommendation is to authorize the approach and if bids are received within current estimates, authorize the City Manager subject to the City Attorney’s approval, to execute an amendment as outlined.

Ms. Taliaferro pointed out she can see the benefits for the Construction Manager at risk by going this way.  She stated her question is because there seems to be less risk to the Construction Manager at risk by using this approach if there has been any discussion about changing the fee they are receiving, pointing out the fee is based on their assumed risk and if they are assuming less risk, maybe the fee should be adjusted.  City Manager Allen explained they are guaranteeing the price and pointed out the risk we are having is they have to take the market situation into consideration.  He stated he does not view this as eliminating their risk.  They still have the risk of performance.  He stated he does not see this as change or diminishing the risk and no discussion has taken place about renegotiating the fee.  Mr. West pointed out if the City can get a lower bid even though it may reduce the Construction Manager at risk responsibility or risk, he feels it will be a win/win situation.
Mr. Crowder stated he understands Ms. Taliaferro’s concerns and comments.  He stated however, he feels what is being proposed is a wise move at this time; however, he does not want the change in the concept for GMP#4 to set a precedent.  He stated we are in a very volatile market so he sees the benefits of what is being proposed.  Mr. Crowder moved approval of the recommendation as outlined with the understanding that any future deviation from the original concept will be decided on a one-by-one basis.  By changing the concept for GMP#4 we would not be setting a precedent for future GMPs.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West.

Mr. Craven questioned what would happen if the bids come in over the amount outlined with City Manager Allen pointing out staff would have to come back with a plan for bringing it within budget.  Ms. Taliaferro talked about the price of steel and concrete and questioned if it still continues to go down if the City will see a savings.  City Manager Allen pointed out once an order is placed that is the price we would pay.

John Muter, Skanska Barnhill pointed out the Council always asks very good and challenging questions.  He talked about the price of steel pointing out since the beginning of the year it has gone down some $100 per ton.  He stated with the change being proposed they will have some flexibility.  He stated however there is the timing question and the window of opportunity.  He talked about the price of concrete and pointed out he feels the process being proposed is a win/win for the City.  He talked about the timing of awarding the bids and how any savings would stay in the budget until the project is completed and how savings/contingencies would be effected under either proposal.  He stated no one has asked him about renegotiating the fee.  Mr. Crowder talked about the price of steel, surcharges and how the risk is spread out and how this proposal in this particular situation can possibly same money.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Craven who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.
HUDSON – RELEASE OF LETTER OF CREDIT – DIRECTION GIVEN

The City Council approved on April 6, 2004 an amendment to the agreement between the City and Hudson Developers, L.L.C. for the completion of construction of the Hudson on Fayetteville Street.  The amendment is in the agenda packet.  The Council received a June 7, 2005 letter (in agenda packet) from Mr. Ronald Dorrestein, Esq. who is legal counsel for the developer, Vaughn King.  The letter indicates an expected full compliance with the amended agreement by July 1, 2005 with one exception request.  The exception allows for the UPS lease tenant to occupy its space by September 3, 2005 and in return the City’s interest would be secured by an extension of the irrevocable letter of credit for $1,000,000 to September 3, 2005.

It has been indicated to Mr. Dorrestein that full and complete documentation of compliance as asserted in his letter must be received before July 1, 2005 including a valid letter of credit for $1,000,000 in favor of the City extended to September 3, 2005.  It is recommended that Council accept the proposal with the clear understanding that failure to document full compliance with any aspect of the June 7, 2005 letter will result in the City’s calling of the letter of credit on June 30, 2005.

City Manager Allen pointed out his goal is that this is the last time this issue will appear on a Council agenda.  He explained the situation and the proposal and pointed out it is his recommendation that the proposal be accepted with the understanding if all of the terms of the agreement are not met, that staff and the City Attorney will be authorized to cash the letter of credit on June 30, 2005.
Mr. Isley questioned why this recommendation is being made with City Manager Allen pointing out the extension is being requested as it relates to the one exception relating to UPS.  City Manager Allen pointed out his recommendation is with the understanding that all elements of the agreement will be fulfilled or the City would cash the letter of credit.  Mr. Isley asked that the information that is being requested be provided to the City Council.  The timing and the fact that the Council will not meet again prior to June 30 was talked about with the City Manager pointing out the recommendation is with the understanding that if all of the documentation, all of the terms of the agreement, etc., are not met, that he and the City Attorney be authorized to cash the letter of credit on June 30.

Ms. Kekas moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out she had not supported any of the extensions and could not support this extension.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Crowder, Ms. Taliaferro and Mr. Regan who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE RALEIGH HISTORIC DISTRICTS COMMISSION

HISTORIC MARKER – PILOT MILL VILLAGE – APPROVED

This item was referred to the Commission by City Council on May 3, 2005.  A copy of the Commission's report was in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  The Commission recommends that this site be included in the implementation of the Blount Street Historic Corridor described in the Livable Streets plan, with funding for the marker provided by the neighborhood and design coordinated through the Raleigh Historic Districts Commission (RHDC).  Information on Pilot Mill should also be included on the marker.

Jane Thurman, Raleigh Historic Districts Commission, pointed out she would be glad to answer questions.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the recommendation as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

ARTSPACE – REQUEST FOR AGREEMENT AMENDMENT – APPROVED

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends approval of the request for amendment with the following recommendations:
a. Purchase Price - $1,100,000.00

b. Terms - $100,000.00 due at closing on October 1, 2005 - credit roof repair at $37,500.  Balance of $1,000,000 to be paid over 5 years @ 0% interest with equal $200,000 payments beginning July 1, 2006.

c. Future Operations Support from the City - FY05-06 - $95,000.00; FY 06-07 - $85,000.00; FY 07-08 - $75,000.00; FY 08-09 - $65,000.00; and, FY 09-10 - $55,000.00.  Eligible for Art grants competitively for future years.

d. If Artspace should sell the building within 5 years from July 1, 2006, the City shall recapture any proceeds that exceed the $1,100,000.00 purchase price and any capital expenses (including $37,500.00 from roof repair).

On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro.  Mayor Meeker questioned if we need to do a budget amendment to handle this recommendation with it being pointed out this would be in the 2005/2006 budget and excess funds would be held in the Arts reserve pending allocation by the City Council.
Mr. Isley stated he had been excused on during discussions on this item with the Mayor pointing out Mr. Isley continues to be excused on this item.

Mr. Regan asked about appraisals with it being pointed out an appraisal was made 4 to 5 years ago and it ranged in the vicinity of 1.5 to 1.6 million with City Manager Allen pointing out he feels a current appraisal would be in the $2 million range.

City Manager Allen pointed out this is following through on the agreement made by previous Councils pointing out Artspace had requested a reduction but the Committee is not recommending a reduction.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Regan who voted in the negative (Mr. Isley excused from participation).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.
POPE HOUSE MUSEUM – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends that this item be reported out of committee as it was discussed and acted on during Budget Work Sessions.  Without objection the item was removed from the agenda.

SOUTHEAST RALEIGH ASSEMBLY – APPOINTMENTS – MADE

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends that the following nominees be appointed to the Southeast Raleigh Assembly for three-year terms.

Heather Vance                                                         Kenneth Kirby, Jr.

Courtney Crowder                                                  Brenda Williamson
Tim Gardiner                                                           Jose Perez

Claudia Jones Graham                                            Erin Bird

Chris Foye

On behalf of the Committee, Mr. West moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

SURPLUS PROPERTY – 1504 OAKWOOD AVENUE – DECLARED SURPLUS

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends that the property at 1504 Oakwood Avenue be declared surplus and sold to Saint Augustine’s College for $145,000 subject to the upset bid process and with the condition that development be limited to single family residential.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REQUEST AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

ADMINISTRATIVE FEE – 1109 SHETLAND COURT – REQUEST FOR WAIVER – APPROVED
David H. Rogers, 1108 Shetland Court, was at the meeting to appeal the findings of the Inspections Department concerning a public nuisance located on his property at 1108 Shetland Court.  He apologize to the Council for having to bring this issue before the Council pointing out he had heard talk about million dollar items and here he is discussing a $100 fee.  He stated the $100 fine came as a big surprise to him.  He stated he had written a letter outlining his appeal pointing out he had raised several reasons as to why he felt it was unfair, uncalled for and unnecessary.  He called the fee arbitrary, capricious and unwarranted.  He feels it is a case of city employees violating the basic constitutional right of due process.  He pointed out the City does not enforce the requirement uniformly and is enforcing it in a capricious manner.  He stated the 8-inch rule relative to the height of grass came as a total surprise to him.  He had never heard of such an ordinance and he feels most of the citizens of Raleigh have never heard of it.  He stated he is familiar with the way the rules and regulations are written and kept in the City Manager’s office and are pulled out and enforced when the City wants to enforce an ordinance and he feels that is arbitrary and capricious; people do not know about the rules.  He talked about the new curbside solid waste program pointing out he thinks that is wonderful.  He stated he is aware there is an ordinance that says when you can put the carts at the curb and when they should be removed from the curb.  He stated however every Monday he drives to class at NCSU utilizing St. Mary’s and Hillsborough Streets.  He talked about the number of carts he sees at the street.  There is no fewer than a dozen in violation of the ordinance each time he drives up those streets and he is certain that not one of these people have received a notice of violation.  It appears that City employees are reluctant to fine people in that area.  He stated he feels the fine is unfair, he hadn’t been noticed about the violation.  He stated anyone who came to his house on that day would have seen he was in the process of cutting the grass but he got a fine anyway and he feels it is unfair.
Inspections Director Ellis indicated Mr. Rogers was cited for weeds and grass over 8-inches tall.  His property was checked following two citizens complaint.  He stated this is the first violation in the last 12 months.

Mr. Regan stated he understands that not everyone knows all of the laws but many of the laws are common sense.  He stated he was sure Mr. Rogers was probably aware that his grass was too high.  He stated we have regulations and while he too does not know all of the regulations, not knowing about a law is not an excuse; therefore, he would move that the City uphold the fine as presented.  Mr. Rogers pointed out the laws should be rational.  He stated the letter said that the 8-inch rule is to protect the health, safety and welfare of the citizens and it is hard for him to understand why the grass in his yard presents a health, safety or welfare issue for anyone.  He stated he was cutting the grass when the inspector came by.  Mr. Crowder seconded Mr. Regan’s motion to uphold the fine.

Mr. West pointed out Mr. Rogers made some very valid points about awareness.  He stated many laws we have are made public information by signs and other means of advertisement.  He stated people should keep their grass cut and other nuisances under control.  He stated, however, here we have a situation of one strike and you are out.  He stated we need to make sure we are getting the information out in a reasonable fashion.  The fact that the code is on the web and has been on the web for quite some time was discussed.  Mr. West pointed out he understands the code is on the web, but there is a digital divide as some folks do not have access to a computer.  He stated we need to make sure that the average person has all of the information.
Mr. Craven questioned if Mr. Rogers stated he was in the process of cutting the grass when he received the fine.  Mr. Rogers pointed out he was cutting the grass and had to go inside to rest.  He was inside resting when the fine was issued.  Anyone could have seen he was in the process of cutting the grass.  Mr. Craven questioned how long it has been since the grass had been cut previously with Mr. Rogers pointing out a couple of weeks.  The motion to uphold the fine was put to a vote which resulted in Mr. Isley and Mr. Craven voting in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  Mr. Rogers pointed out he was giving oral notice of appeal and would file a written notice shortly.

Later in the meeting, Mr. Rogers asked to be heard and moved that the Council reconsider their action.  He stated in every other case that was discussed tonight, the decision had been to waive the fee.  He stated may be he did not present his case right or did not tell his story good enough.  He stated he has health problems and had to rest.  Discussion took place after which Mr. Craven moved that the Council reconsider the previous action.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Regan who voted in the negative.  Mr. Crowder pointed out the Council has taken action to waive all of the other fees therefore he would move that the fine against 1108 Shetland Court be waived.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Regan who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  Several Council members voiced their opinion on the actions of Council as it relates to waiving the fees.
SOLID WASTE CITATION – WITHDRAWN
Phillip Lovdal, 5908 Baird Drive, had requested permission to appeal to solid waste code citations for leaving yard waste at the curbside before the pickup date.  It was pointed out Mr. Lovdal had withdrawn his request.

ADMINISTRATIVE FEE – REQUEST FOR EXTENSION RELATING TO PUBLIC NUSIANCES – 2921 O’KELLY AND 714 ATWATER STREET – HELD UNTIL THE NEXT MEETING

Wayne and Gloria Johnson, 2921 O’Kelly Street/714 Atwater Street, had requested permission to appeal the Administrative Fee/Fine relating to 2921 O’Kelly Street and requesting extension of time for removing vehicles from their yard at 714 Atwater Street.  No one was at the meeting.  It was pointed out this item has appeared on several agendas but delayed at the request of the applicant.  Discussion took place as to how to handle this situation with the City Attorney pointing out it could be removed from the agenda and the Clerk directed not to accept any further applications on this issue.  Inspections Director Ellis pointed out an ordinance and lien has been approved and 714 Atwater is on the agenda later in the meeting for confirmation.  He stated the automobile situation is not a valid case as Mr. Johnson had not received the notices.  Discussion took place on what had occurred and the status of the various issues.  After which, the Council agreed to hold the item over for one more cycle to give the Johnsons an opportunity to speak.
SOLID WASTE CODE VIOLATION – 6605 SECRET DRIVE – ISSUE REFERRED TO CITY ATTORNEY; TRASH CONTAINER ROLL OUT TIME AND OTHER ISUES – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE FOR DISCUSSION IN OVERALL SOLID WASTE ISSUE
Michael Moore, 6605 Secret Drive indicated he was at the meeting to appeal this solid waste code citations he has received and to ask the Council to change the ordinance.  He pointed out in January, he was invited to a meeting in which the new ordinance was discussed and implementation explained.

Mr. Moore explained the information that was given to him at that meeting and presented a copy of the information.  He stated then he received a letter that said the rules had changed.  He explained how the second information he received differed from the first information.  He pointed out he had received two citations pointing out he now understands his tenant had been given 3 warnings and then he got a letter and a citation.  He explained he appealed and received another letter indicating the rules had changed again.  He stated he notified the tenants to make sure they had removed the garbage cans from the street.  He stated he did not realize and no one had said anything about a provision that outlines when the garbage containers should be put at the street.  He stated none of the information, letters, door hangers, etc., said anything about when the carts could be put at the street.  He stated there is confusion and talked about his appeal and the different interpretations of the rules and changing of the rules.  He stated had he known he had a problem he would have taken care of it.  It would be good if the property owner is notified of a problem.  He again talked about the number of times the rules have changed and interpretations of the rules.  He stated another problem he has is that he now understands the ordinance talks about the containers being put at the curb no earlier than sundown the day before pickup and they have to be removed from the curb by sundown on the day of pickup.  He pointed out he has some tenants who work second shift and that would cause difficulty.  He also explained many times he is working at his rental properties all day and has to go back after sundown to check to make sure the garbage containers are where they are suppose to be.  He suggested that the ordinance be changed to indicate noon to noon.
In response to questioning, City Attorney McCormick indicated a similar situation came up at the last meeting.  He talked about the interpretation of the ordinance and suggested that Mr. Moore’s specific citations be referred to him and he would sort through the issues and make a recommendation.  It was agreed to refer Mr. Moore’s particular citations and appeal to the City Attorney.
Ms. Taliaferro pointed out the Public Works Committee has the whole issue of curbside solid waste pickup in committee.  She suggested that Mr. Moore’s suggestion that the time frame be changed to noon to noon be referred to Committee to discuss with other issues.  Mr. Crowder pointed out he doesn’t disagree with the change to noon to noon and talked about some of the problems that are occurring, particularly garage carts that are placed out on Friday for a Friday pickup and they are still on the street on Sunday and Monday.  He stated that is becoming a real issue and agreed with the suggestion to refer Mr. Moore’s particular case to the City Attorney and general issue of when the carts can be put out and removed be referred to the Public Works Committee.  Ms. Taliaferro also suggested that Public Affairs look at the door hangers to make sure all of the information is included with Mr. West suggesting more news releases, etc.  The motion to refer the particular issue to the City Attorney and the general issue of times to the Public Works Committee was put to a vote and passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.
ADMINISTRATIVE FEE – 518 ASHFORD STREET – REQUEST FOR WAIVER – APPROVED; REVIEW OF PUBLIC NUISANCE ORDINANCE – REFERRED TO LAW AND PUBLIC STAFETY COMMITTEE
Dollie S. Williams, 518 Ashford Street pointed out she received a fine relating to limbs, logs and a brush on her property at 2415 on Hinton Street.  She talked about the storm hitting the area and the limbs coming down and she could not get out to clean it up.  She got a letter indicating she was in violation.  She stated could not get out and get the property cleaned because of the storm.  Inspections Director Ellis pointed out the area was inspected on February 23, the violation was resolved on March 8.  He stated the $100 administrative fee is what is in question.  The violation had been resolved.  Photographs of the pile of limbs and logs in question where presented.

Mr. Isley expressed concern about the Council hearing these appeals.  He stated he questions whether the Council has lost its mind or thrown reason out of the window.  He pointed out his office is on Fayetteville Street and there is construction debris there.  He stated he is just weary of folks coming down and talking about how high their grass is and the Council having to make decisions.  He questioned the common sense with this proposal.  He stated he feels it is time for the Council to take a look at the ordinance and try to put common sense back into the policy.  He feels it is time to revisit some of these laws or policies to see what we are asking our inspectors to do.  Mayor Meeker pointed out there had been some discussion as to whether there should be some type warning.  What the inspectors have been asked or directed to do, whether they can make subjective decisions and how the laws are enforced was talked about.  Mr. Isley stated he feels it is time for the Council to look at the nuisance ordinance and make sure what we are asking our inspectors to enforce makes sense.  Discussion took place with various Council members supporting Mr. Isley’s suggestion relative to the need to look at the ordinance and what we are asking our inspectors to do.  The possibility of looking at whether we should have a warning rather than an administrative fee in situations where health and safety are not of concern was talked about.  Various Council members spoke about their concerns with Mr. West agreeing that may be we are trying to get too perfect with some of the issues.  He talked about the pain and agony he sees in the eyes of the people who appear before Council.  Ms. Kekas pointed out about the time she came on Council was when the administrative fees started.  She stated she feels there needs to be some information dialogue, etc., about the ordinance and suggested the item be referred to the Law and Public Safety Committee.  That is, the whole public nuisance ordinance, whether we should give warnings, how nuisances should be defined, etc.  By consensus it was agreed to refer a review of the public nuisance ordinance to the Law and Public Safety Committee.
Mr. West moved that the administrative fee relating to 2415 Hinton Street be waived.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Craven.  Mr. Regan stated we have a law on the books and until that law is changed, he feels it should be upheld.  Mr. West pointed out in this particular situation he thought there were extenuating factors.  How the law is being interpreted, enforced and what the law actually says was discussed.   The motion to waive the fee was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Regan and Mr. Crowder who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

Mr. Regan pointed out a lot of neighborhoods have covenants and regulations they put on themselves.  He asked about the possibility of letting neighborhoods develop their own covenants and let them have governing power over their subdivision and let them decide what laws they want people in their development to abide by.  He stated he understands the concept or the desire to give warnings as it relates to public nuisances rather than a fee but that would double the work of our inspectors.  He talked about ignorance of the law not being an excuse.  The comments were received.

ADMINISTRATIVE FEE – 7400 GARRETT COURT – REQUEST FOR RELIEF – APPROVED

Polly Cody, 7400 Garrett Court, pointed out she had received an administrative fine because her grass was too high.  She pointed out her two lawn mowers and her car all broke down within a month’s time.  She did not have money to replace the lawn mowers or fix her car.  She stated she now has a push mower and she will try to keep the grass cut.  She asked the Council to relieve the fee.  Inspections Director Ellis pointed out this was the first time the property has been cited and it was inspected as a result of a citizen’s complaint.  Mr. West pointed out Ms. Cody had a series of misfortunes therefore he would move waiver of the administrative fee.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Craven.  Mr. Regan pointed out everyone explains a series of unfortunate situations in trying to get their fee relieved and as long as the law is on the books he feels it should be upheld.  The motion to waive the fee was put to a roll call which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Regan who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.
PUBLIC NUISANCE CITATION – COMMENTS – WITHDRAWN

W. Anderson Marlowe, 615 Marlowe Road had requested permission to discuss health, sanitation and public nuisance citations.  Mr. Marlowe was not at the meeting therefore the item was withdrawn.

CITY PROPERTY – LACK OF MAINTENANCE – REFERRED TO THE CITY ATTORNEY

David Welker, 2204 Wakespring Court, indicated the property behind his house has weeds and grass 4 to 5 feet tall.  He pointed out it is the right-of-way for New Falls of Neuse Road and the City is not maintaining the right-of-way.  He stated it is unsightly, it is devaluing his property and in recent times one child and one dog had been bitten by a copperhead.  He asked the City to maintain the property.

City Manager Allen pointed out the City had accepted the right-of-way but it is not the City’s responsibility to maintain.  He pointed out the City has stubs, dedicated right-of-way, etc., all over the City but we do not maintain those until a street is built, etc.  He stated there are no code violations.  We accept the easements without maintenance responsibility.  Mr. Welker pointed out he had talked to the Homeowners Association and the developer about maintenance of the property and both say the property belongs to the city.  City Attorney McCormick pointed out the City does accept right-of-way easements all over the City but there is an underlying fee simple ownership who has responsibility for maintenance.  After brief discussion it was agreed to refer the item to the City Attorney to discuss to explain the laws and obligations to Mr. Welker.
MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

UNFIT BUILDING DEMOLITION – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the adoption of a resolution confirming the charges for demolition of the Unfit Buildings as a lien against the property as listed below.
   LOCATION &

PROPERTY 

   TAX ID
DEMOLITION
COUNCIL DISTRICT
    OWNER

  NUMBER
        COST
617 East Lenoir Street (C)
Elizabeth Lausell
  0054658
   $3,250.00

1449 Sawyer Road (C)
Noah H. Hamm, Heirs   0068029
   $2,600.00

The Mayor opened the hearing on each location.  No one asked to be heard thus the hearings were closed.  Ms. Taliaferro moved adoption of a resolution confirming the charges for the demolition of the unfit buildings.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 565.

PUBLIC NUISANCE COST CONFIRMATION – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARINGS – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the adoption of a resolution confirming the charges for the abatement of public nuisances as a lien against the property as listed below:

	LOCATION & COUNCIL DISTRICT
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NUMBER
	ABATEMENT

	901 Aaron Drive (C)
	Warren V. Nathan
	0246298
	$370.00

	714 Atwater Street (D)
	Wayne B. & Gloria P. Johnson
	0057715
	$270.00

	606 Dorothea Drive (D)
	Richard D. & Eunice Joyce Abernathy
	0019312
	$355.00

	3809 Evander Way (A)
	Daryl G. & Vicki M. Davis
	0224088
	$269.00

	2125 Glascock Street (C)
	Dariusz & Sharon Dombrycz
	0292275
	$363.00

	4410 Pleasant Grove Church Road (E)
	Mattie G. Bell Heirs William E. Bell III Exec.
	0005679
	$548.00

	1513 Ronald Drive (B)
	Lam Van Phan & Leigh Nguyen
	0070496
	$365.00

	6020 Windham Drive (A)
	Kimberly Jo Card
	0011560
	$274.00

	7901 Wynewood Drive (B)
	Jose C. & Maria G. Aguilar
	0141043
	$317.00


The Mayor opened the hearing on each location.  No one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Regan asked for clarification on the nuisance at 3809 Evander Way.  City Manager Allen explained the nuisance.  Ms. Taliaferro moved adoption of a resolution confirming the charges on all of the locations as outlined.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 566.

ANNEXATIONS – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – ORDINANCE AND RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the following petitioned annexations.  If following the hearing Council wishes to proceed it would be appropriate to adopt ordinances annexing the properties effective June 30, 2005 and a resolution placing the properties in the appropriate electoral districts.

LOCATION
ELECTORAL DISTRICT
T W Alexander (portion of)
E

Sunnybrook Estates
C

Amelia Park
D

Sumerlyn Subdivision
C

Cultural Commerce Center II
C

Wake Chapel Church
C

GE Capital
C

The Mayor opened the hearing on each location, no one asked to be heard, thus the hearings were closed.  Mr. West moved adoption of ordinances annexing the properties effective June 30, 2005 and adoption of a resolution placing the properties in the appropriate electoral districts.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

PERSONNEL – INSPECTIONS AND PLANNING – COMMENDED
Ms. Taliaferro commended the Inspections and Planning Staff for their work with Wake County School System.  She pointed out the School System has been in a real crunch as it relates to getting their facilities underway and she understands Inspections and Planning has been working very diligently with them and expressed appreciation for a hard working staff.
SOLID WASTE COLLECTION – COMMENTS – REFERRED TO STAFF

Mr. West pointed out he recently had conversations with the Co-chair of the Southeast CAC relative to a recent community cleanup day.  He stated as he understands our Solid Waste Department would not pickup the orange bags of trash which had been collected.  The people who were working in the collection had to take the bags back home and have them picked up.  He stated the City is encouraging communities to get together and have cleanup days and he would hope that there would be some provision to work with those programs.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out a lot of that will be taken care of by the bulk pickup which was approved in the budget.  Mr. West pointed out he had been talking with Jeff Debellis of the Southeast CAC.
PEARTREE AREA – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. West pointed out a lot of change in demographics is taking place in the Peartree Lane area particularly as it relates to the Raleigh Club Apartments at 500 Peartree Lane.  He stated there seems to be a lot of public nuisances, people are concerned with people walking through their yards, loitering, etc.  He pointed out a new apartment complex has been developed at 409 South Peartree and there is concern being expressed by the community.  There has been some discussions with the ECAC but he would like for Administration to keep on top of the concerns.

MORDECAI CAC – CONCERNS – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Mr. West pointed out he recently had contact with the Mordecai CAC.  He stated they are concerned about a sewer backup problem at the intersection of Marshall and Mulberry. There is also concern about a little gravel area where it is hoped to be used as a play area or open space.  He talked about the kudzu in the area and who should maintain that small area.  He stated he knows the City does not want to take on more rights-of-way maintenance or areas such as this but expressed concern about the maintenance and the time line for maintenance in that area.

WATSON FLEA MARKET – UPDATE REQUESTED

Mr. West talked about recent comments at the South CAC relative to the conditions at the Watson Flea Market area.  He asked for an update on the status of the problems in that location.

SOUTHEAST RALEIGH ASSEMBLY – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. West pointed out the Southeast Raleigh Assembly recently held an outstanding orientation session for its new members pointing out it was a very good meeting and commended all involved.
BUDGET – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Crowder congratulated the City Council on getting the budget adopted.  He talked about his concerns and pointed out even though his vote counted in the affirmative, had he been at the meeting he would not have been in support of the budget as drafted as he does not feel there was adequate funding for Pullen Park and his concerns about not addressing the possibility of increasing impact fees.  The comments were received.

STORMWATER – AMERICAN PAWN SHOP – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

Mr. Crowder talked about a stormwater problem at American Pawn Shop off South Wilmington Street.  He stated they have been approved for a cost share to correct the problem with a $5,000 cap.  He stated the stormwater seems to be coming from the South Wilmington Street and all of the water ends up on the American Pawn property.  He asked that the Public Works Committee take a look at the issue pointing out the City may have some additional responsibility.  Without discussion the item was referred to the Public Works Committee.

PUBLIC NUISANCES – COMPLAINTS – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Ms. Kekas pointed out the Law and Public Safety Committee will be discussing the public nuisance ordinance.  She stated as she understands a person can call and make an anonymous complaint about a situation.  She stated it is very easy to pick up the phone and make a call and complain about something or a nuisance.  She stated sometimes she feels the problems could be resolved if neighbors talked to neighbors.  May be people could go to their neighbor and express their concern before making a complaint.  Mr. Crowder talked about concerns and the fact that some people have been threatened at gun point when they made suggestions to neighbors or others about conditions of their property, etc.  He stated it is not always easy to work out these problems in a neighborly fashion.  Ms. Kekas stated she understands that but she would just like for the Committee to give some thought to see if there is another way with dealing with complaints.
PLANNING COMMISSION – COUNTY APPOINTEES – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. West talked about the recent county appointees to the Planning Commission.  He questioned the protocol relative to the City Council making or providing input to the County’s appointment process.  He questioned if the City provided some type guidance or suggestion to the County.  Mayor Meeker stated he is not aware of the Council providing any guidance and he is not aware that there has been any formal consultation or direction or policy.  Brief discussion about the fact that Council members could as individuals or the Council make suggestions or recommendations.  After brief discussion the City Clerk was directed to provide the Council with information on the expiration of County appointees to City boards so that the Council could make recommendations is they so desired.

APPOINTMENTS

APPOINTMENTS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

The City Clerk read the following results of the ballot vote.

Appearance Commission – One Vacancy – Kimberly Siran – 1 (Crowder); Willie Hood – 7 (Isley, Regan, Craven, Meeker, Kekas, Taliaferro, West)

Convention Center Commission – One Vacancy – Fenita M. Shepard – 4 (Meeker, Kekas, Taliaferro, West); Gilliam Nicholson – 2 (Regan, Craven); Morton Congleton – 1 (Crowder) (Isley did not vote).  The Mayor indicated since Mr. Congleton received only one vote that his name be dropped from the agenda and a vote be taken between Ms. Shepard and Mr. Nicholson.  Mr. Shepard received six votes (all but Craven and Regan)
Convention & Visitors Bureau – One Vacancy – David Strong – 7 (all but Craven)

Human Relations Commission – One Vacancy – Francis J. Hale – 4 (Isley, Regan, Craven, Kekas); Lorrin Freeman – 4 (Meeker, Taliaferro, West, Crowder)

Raleigh Historic Districts Commission – One Vacancy – Fred Belledin – 3 (Kekas, West, Crowder); Nick Fountain – 5 (Isley, Regan, Craven, Meeker, Taliaferro).

The Mayor announced the appointment of Willie Hood to the Appearance Commission, reappointment of Fenita Shepard to the Convention Center Commission, appointment of David Strong to the Greater Raleigh Convention and Visitors Bureau and appointment of Nick Fountain to the Raleigh Historic Districts Commission.

Mr. West nominated Michelle Carntini Ramsundar to Substance Abuse Advisory Commission.  The Human Relations Commission and Substance Abuse Advisory Commission will be carried over to the next meeting.
SUBSTANCE ABUSE ADVISORY COMMISSION – REPORT REQUESTED

Ms. Taliaferro pointed out Council members received a memo about the work of the Substance Abuse Advisory Commission.  She stated may be the Law and Public Safety Committee could look at their work and details to see if any changes are needed.  She stated that might help get nominees to serve on this Commission.  Mr. West pointed out there are a couple of very active members and they are the ones that initiated the request to remove the inactive members.  He stated before the Law and Public Safety Committee starts discussing such an item, he would suggest that Aber Scott, present Chairperson, be asked to come in and give information on their work program.  Mayor Meeker suggested that the City Clerk invite Mr. Scott to come in and provide a report during one of the July meetings.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK

MINUTES – VARIOUS – APPROVED

Council members received in their agenda packet copies of the minutes of the June 6, 7 and 13 Council meetings/Budget Work Sessions.  Mayor Meeker moved approval as presented.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor rule the motion adopted.

CLOSED SESSION

Mayor Meeker stated a motion is in order to enter closed session pursuant to NCGS143-318.11(a)(4) for the purpose of considering the location or relocation of certain businesses in Raleigh and any incentives that might be involved in the relocation.  Mr. Regan moved approval of the motion as read.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Council went into closed session at 2:59 p.m.  The Council reconvened in open session at 3:10 p.m. with the Mayor reporting that the Council had met and discussed economic development and advised staff but there is no action to report.

Adjournment.  There being no further business Mayor Meeker announced the meeting adjourned at 3:11 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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