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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session on Tuesday, July 19, 2005 at 1:00 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 West Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present:



Mayor Meeker, Presiding



Mr. West



Ms. Craven


Mr. Crowder


Mr. Isley


Ms. Kekas


Mr. Regan


Ms. Taliaferro
Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Scott Olson, Church of Jesus Christ Latter Day Saints.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Council Member Isley.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS
RALEIGH LITTLE THEATRE – CONTRIBUTION - RECEIVED
Cate Foltin and Haskell Fitz-Simons of the Raleigh Little Theatre were present and explained that a few months ago, Ms. Foltin was here telling about the opening of Carousel at the Raleigh Little Theatre.  Ms. Foltin pointed out this is the first time in history of the Raleigh Little Theatre that they have produced Carousel.  She stated the Theatre decided to donate 10 percent of the ticket sales to help with the restoration and preservation of the Pullen and Chavis Carousels.  He stated the public was amazing and the show was really pretty good.  Artistic Director Fitz-Simons presented a ceremonial and a real check for a little over $3,000 pointing out they hope this will be the first in a lot of community support.  Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to the Raleigh Little Theatre for the contribution pointing out they do a great job at the Theatre.
METHOD AREA CELEBRATION – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Rev. Renee Bethea, President of the Method Civic League, pointed out it gives her great pleasure to sing praises of the City staff who participated in the planning and the implementation of the Method Celebration on Saturday, June 25, 2005.  She stated in December 2004 the City of Raleigh Planning Department along with area citizens, property owners and businesses began the first phase of revising the Method Small Area Plan.  Council Member Crowder envisioned an area event which would be held in conjunction with the Small Area Plan update.  His purpose for the event was to celebrate the history and diversity of the Method area while bringing together its residents, property owners, institutions and businesses.  The result was the Method Area Celebration.  She explained the activity which drew over 200 people.  She stated she was at the meeting to let the Council know that the success of the celebration in large part was due to the professional excellence and tireless efforts of City personnel.  She commended Jim Parajon, James Brantley, Diane Sauer, Dwayne Patterson, Luis Olivieri-Robert, Rebecca J. Brown, Val Brown, Crystal Dickerson and Tawana Sanders as well as other Parks and Recreation Department staff who assisted in the celebration’s success.  She presented the City Manager and Council with a Start With Your Heart Pedometer donated by the NC Division of Heart Disease and Stroke prevention branch as a token of the Method area appreciation for the leadership provided.
WILLIE E. GARY TRIANGLE CLASSIC FOOTBALL EVENT – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
Mayor Meeker recognized various representatives of Shaw University.  Mayor Meeker presented a proposed resolution supporting the Willie E. Gary Triangle Classic, pointing out the Gary Foundation hosts the first annual Willie E. Gary Triangle Classic between Shaw University Bears and the North Carolina Central University Eagles at the Wallace Wade Stadium in Durham, North Carolina, September 18, 2005.
He stated all Council members have a copy of the proposed resolution and asked for its adoption.  Mr. West moved adoption of the resolution as presented.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and put to a vote which pass unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 600.
Vice President Mortel Perry expressed appreciation to the Mayor and City Council for adopting and signing the resolution in support of the Willie E. Gary Triangle Classic.  He stated it has been the desire of Dr. Newsome for quite sometime to get the event in the Raleigh area pointing out it has been being held in Florida.  He talked about the success of the event for the students, towns, etc. pointing out during the event on the spot scholarships are handed out.  He stated they look forward to the classic coming to the Raleigh area and Raleigh participating in growing the classic.
CERTIFICATES OF APPOINTMENT – PRESENTATION MADE
Mayor Meeker explained the Certificate of Appointment presentation and presented certificates to Nick Fountain and Ester Hall who were recently appointed to the Historic Districts Commission and Keith Karlsson who was recently appointed to the Telecommunications Commission.
CAPITAL TREES PROGRAM – 2004 AWARDS PRESENTED
Lois Nixon, Chairman of the Capital Trees Program and Director of Keep America Beautiful, utilizing a PowerPoint presentation explained the Capital Trees Program was established in 1993 to support the significance of trees in Raleigh and Wake County.  Its overall goal is to draw attention to the most noteworthy trees in the County and implement an educational program for people of all ages about the tree canopy and even the roots of trees.  She explained the Capital Trees Program is made up of an educational program and the Capital Trees Award Program.  She talked about the educational program, number of tree planting presentation, planting of seedlings and work they plan to do pointing out over 12,000 trees have been planted through this program.  She stated they are also growing seedlings from some of the previous award winners and plan to collect acorns from Moore Square for future plantings.  She explained the educational program in detail.
Ms. Nixon pointed out the second purpose of the Capital Trees Award program identifies and presents awards to celebrate special trees within Wake County.  Over 200 trees have received recognition in the past four award cycles and 35 more have been selected for awards this year from throughout Wake County.  She pointed out awards are made in four categories – Champion, Historical, Landmark and Meritorious.  She stated in this cycle there were 27 species of trees nominated.  They will be making presentations before the Wake County Board of Commission and four City Councils.  Jury Foreman Dr. Benson Kirkman was present to assist with the presentation of awards.  Ms. Nixon explained there are 29 awards to be given to Raleigh trees.  She explained the owners will be given metal signs to attach to the honor roll trees.  Ms. Nixon recognized the nominators and owners of the 29 Raleigh trees presenting those present with plaques while the PowerPoint presentation showed the various trees.
PERSONNEL – JOHN HOLLIS AND JARED FOWER - RECOGNIZED
City Manager Allen recognized Public Works employees John Hollis and Jared Fowler who recently received their Professional Engineer designation.  He presented them with plaques and commended them for a job well done.  He explained their background and work and expressed appreciation to them for their efforts.
PROCEDURES – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mayor Meeker welcomed Deputy City Attorney Ira Botvinick pointing out City Attorney McCormick is out of town but would be at the night meeting.  He stated at the end of the meeting, the City Council will make a short site visit to the Convention Center construction location.  Mayor Meeker stated at the end of the night session there would be a need for a short closed session.  The comments were received.
CONSENT AGENDA
CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED
Mayor Meeker presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion.  If a Councilor request discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  He explained the vote on the Consent Agenda would be a roll call vote.  Mayor Meeker stated he had received a request from Mr. Regan to withdraw the item relating to Re-appropriation of June 20, 2005 Unexpended Funds, a request from Ms. Taliaferro to withdraw the Storm Drainage Petitions – New Projects and a request from Mr. West to withdraw the new Fire Training Center Tower item.  Without objection those items were withdrawn from the Consent Agenda.  Ms. Taliaferro moved Administration’s recommendation on the remaining items be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  The items on the Consent Agenda were as follows.
TRAFFIC SIGNAL INSTALLATION – PULLEN ROAD/CATES AVENUE - APPROVED
North Carolina State University (NCSU) has requested approval to install a traffic signal at the intersection of Pullen Road and Cates Avenue.  This is part of a larger project to revise Dunn Avenue to one-way inbound and Cates Avenue to one-way outbound.

Included in the agenda packet was an agreement with NCSU for the signal installation. NCSU will be responsible for design, funding and installation of the signal.  The City will perform the necessary signal inspections, add it to the signal system, and take over maintenance after the warranty period.  NCSU intends to have the installation complete before reopening Pullen Road at the Rocky Branch project.

The City Attorney has reviewed the agreement.

Recommendation:  Approve for the City Manager to execute the proposed agreement and add the necessary entries to the Traffic Schedule.

Add to Traffic Schedule #1A:

Cates Avenue and Pullen Road

Add to Traffic Schedule #6A6:

Pullen Road, northbound at Cates Avenue

Pullen Road, southbound at Cates Avenue

Add to Traffic Schedule #6B5:

Cates Avenue, eastbound at Pullen Road

Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 874.
UPASS AGREEMENT – NORTH CAROLINA STATE GOVERNMENT - EXTENDED
There is an existing ten-month agreement between the City and North Carolina State Government to allow State government employees to ride fare-free on Capital Area Transit (CAT) with valid and current identification cards. The agreement includes a cash contribution from the State of $33,068.  The current agreement ends June 30, 2005.   The State wishes to extend the agreement for an additional year.  Based on projected ridership, the cash contribution will be increased to $46,549.65 a year.  Two levels of approval are necessary to extend this agreement.  On June 30, 2005, the Raleigh Transit Authority endorsed the fare-free rate structure and the City Council will need to authorize the City Manager to execute the agreement.

Recommendation:  Approve for the City Manager to execute the proposed UPASS transit agreement with State government.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.
UPASS AGREEMENT – WAKE COUNTY - EXTENDED
There is an existing one-year agreement between the City and Wake County government (County) to allow Wake County employees to ride fare-free on the Capital Area Transit (CAT) with valid and current identification cards.  The agreement includes a cash contribution from the County of $12,600.  The current agreement ends June 30, 2005.  The County wishes to extend the agreement for an additional year.  Based on projected ridership, the cash contribution will be decreased to $8,004.36 a year.  Two levels of approval are necessary to extend this agreement.  On June 30, 2005, the Raleigh Transit Authority endorsed the fare-free rate structure and the City Council will need to authorize the City Manager to execute the agreement.

Recommendation:  Approve for the City Manager to execute the proposed UPASS transit agreement with Wake County government.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.
UPASS AGREEMENT – MEREDITH COLLEGE - APPROVED
A UPASS agreement has been negotiated with Meredith College for a one-year pilot program to allow all Meredith students and employees to ride fare-free on all Capital Area Transit (CAT) routes using a valid identification badge.  Through the agreement, Meredith College will contribute $3,830.40 to the City (the cost based on Meredith College’s current ridership, determined by a campus survey).  The following year’s cost would be determined directly by actual ridership counts.  On June 30, 2005, the Raleigh Transit Authority endorsed the fare-free rate structure and the City Council will need to authorize the City Manager to execute the agreement.

Recommendation:  Approve for the City Manager to execute the proposed UPASS transit agreement with Meredith College.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.
SPONSORSHIP AGREEMENT – NORTH CAROLINA HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION - APPROVED
Since 1992, the City of Raleigh and the North Carolina High School Athletic Association (NCHSAA) have had several long term agreements to host State Championships in Raleigh.  Overall, Raleigh has been the host City for over 80 championship events with over 300 class divisions.  Included in the agenda packet is an agreement which represents sponsorship through 2010.  Funds to support the sponsorship agreement are budgeted in the General Fund Recreation Administration account.  In addition, each year we request and have successfully received funding from the GRCVB Sports Event grant.  The agreement has been reviewed and revised based on recommendations from Associate City Attorney McLawhorn.

Recommendation:  Approve a five-year agreement between the City of Raleigh and the North Carolina High School Athletic Association and authorize the City Manager to execute the agreement.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.
PARKING CONTRACT – ON STREET PROGRAM – CONTRACT WITH CENTRAL PARKING, INC - APPROVED
During the June 7, 2005 Council meeting, the Public Works Department was directed to negotiate a contract with Central Parking, Inc to administer the on-street parking enforcement program.  The contact duration is for 3 years with 2 optional one year extensions.  The contact amount is $850,441 for the first year with slight increases for inflation in the second and third year.  There are sufficient funds budgeted in account 442-2230-70890-272.  A copy of the agreement was in the agenda packet.

The City Attorney has reviewed the document.

Recommendation:  Approve the contract as provided.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.
PROPERTY LEASE – WHITE OAK PALLADIUM, LLC - APPROVED
A request has been received from White Oak Palladium, LLC, to lease City owned property for the purpose of a staging area for the construction of the residential units affiliated with the Progress Energy Development.  The Community Development Department is the maintenance manager of these properties and is in agreement with the lease agreement.  A report was in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve the request.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.
TRANSIT – TRIANGLE SEAMLESS PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION SERVICE –DOCUMENT ENDORSED
During the recent transit consolidation discussions, the Council directed staff to develop ways to further cooperate with other transit systems in the region.  With that in mind, a Memorandum of Understanding and Work Plan outlining a schedule for providing seamless service in the region has been developed.  It outlines a 12 to 15 month period for the systems to develop seamless transit service and report back to the respective governing bodies.  City Council would then be able to review the results of these activities before taking any action with respect to consolidation.

The City Attorney has reviewed this document.

Recommendation:  Endorse this document as provided.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.
URBAN WATER CONSORTIUM AGREEMENT – MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO SIGN
This is a continuation of the City’s membership in the Urban Water Consortium (UWC) for $10,000 to cover the period of July 1, 2005 through June 30, 2006.  The UWC is an association of the largest water and sewer utilities in North Carolina that sponsors research in water and sewer issues through the Water Resources Research Institute of the University of North Carolina system.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the agreement.  Funds are budgeted.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.
FIRE DEPARTMENT – CONTRACT WITH BETHESDA VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY – RENEWAL AUTHORIZED
The Fire Department proposes to renew a contract with Bethesda Volunteer Fire Company.  The contract provides for fire and emergency services in northwest Raleigh.  The contract renewal provides for an expanded response area and is for a term of one year.  The amount of the proposed contract is $213,000 and funds are budgeted.

Recommendation:  Approve contract renewal.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.
HUMAN SERVICE CONTRACT – WAKE COUNTY - APPROVED
It is time for the City to renew the contract with Wake County Human Services (WCHS) which provides funding for the Parks and Recreation Department’s Specialized Recreation Services Program for FY’06.  The contract is presented in the form of an agreement allocating funding to the City for the continued provisions of recreation programming for Wake County’s residents with mental and physical disabilities.

Recommendation:  Accept the grant allocation and authorize the City Manager to execute the contract and the associated budget amendment.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 873TF26.
ANNEXATION PETITION – PEYTON HALL – CLERK TO CHECK SUFFICIENCY AND SCHEDULE PUBLIC HEARING; 2001 BARWELL ROAD - DEFERRED
The agenda presented the following petitions for annexation.
	Area Name Contiguous
	Petitioner
	Acres
	Proposed Use

	Peyton Hall
	Gray B. Methven, Centex Homes
	42.06
	Residential

	Satellite Petitions
	
	
	

	2001 Barwell Road/Jeffreys Property 
	Larry and Linda B Jeffreys 
	.45
	Residential


Recommendation:
a. That these annexation petitions be acknowledged and that Council requests the City Clerk to check their sufficiency pursuant to State statutes, and except as noted below, and if found sufficient to advertise for public hearings on Tuesday, September 6, 2005.

b. Because the existing residence at 2001 Barwell Road is connecting to City sewer only and water is not available at this time, it is recommended that the annexation of this property be deferred.

Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.
STREET CLOSINGS – TEMPORARY FOR VARIOUS EVENTS AND DATES – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY
The agenda presented the following requests for temporary street closings for various events on various days.
5700 Block of Bryanstone Place

Ricky Tarver, representing the Bryanstone Place Block Association, requests a street closure on Saturday, July 30, 2005 from 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. for a neighborhood celebration.

Spruce Shadows Lane

Melissa Wilson requests a street closure on Saturday, July 30, 2005 from 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. for a neighborhood celebration.

300 block of Maple Street

Octavia Rainey, representing the College Park and Idlewild Community Watch Group, requests a street closure on Tuesday, August 2, 2005 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. for National Night Out.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on the reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.
REZONING – SEPTEMBER SCHEDULE - APPROVED
The Planning Department has received 14 requests for rezoning to be held at the Tuesday, September 20, 2005 public hearing.  There may be several text changes and comprehensive plan amendments.

Recommendation:  One hearing to be scheduled at 6:30 p.m., on the evening of Tuesday, September 20, 2005, and that the zoning tour be held on Monday, September 19, 2005 starting at 8:30 a.m.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.
E.M. JOHNSON WATER TREATMENT PLANT – REMOVAL, HAULING AND DISPOSAL CONSULTANT SERVICES – MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE FEE AND CONTRACT WITH EASTERN COMPOST, LLC
Four proposals were received for the Removal, Hauling and Disposal of E.M. Johnson Water Treatment Plant Residuals.  The three top firms are listed in ranking order:

Eastern Compost, LLC

McGill-Leprechaun

Synagro Southeast, Inc.

Recommendation:  Authorize Administration to negotiate a fee and contract with Eastern Compost, LLC, for the Removal, Hauling and Disposal of E.M. Johnson Water Treatment Plant Residuals.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.
PUBLIC UTILITIES – INVENTORY WORK ORDER SYSTEM PROJECT AMENDMENT #2/HANSEN INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES - APPROVED
The City currently has an agreement with Hansen Information Technologies for the design and implementation of the inventory work order system for field operations services for Public Utilities.  Amendment #2 in the amount of $349,010 is for the work required to complete the project.

Recommendation:  Approve Amendment #2 (funding exists in the account already).  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.
PERSONNEL – ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES – RESTRUCTURING - APPROVED
Because of additional responsibilities and changes in job descriptions, several personnel classification changes are needed to improve efficiency and effectiveness in support of the Department’s programs.  The proposed restructuring necessitates reclassification on three existing positions (two positions are currently vacant):  1) Reclassify the Staff Support Supervisor (Pay Grade 31- Vacant) to Staff Assistant (Pay Grade 34).; 2) Reclassify a Senior Staff Support Specialist (Pay Grade 25) to Administrative Assistant (Pay Grade 31); and 3) Reclassify a Senior Staff Support Specialist (Pay Grade 25- Vacant) to Administrative Support Specialist (Pay Grade 27).

Sufficient resources are available in the FY 2005-2006 approved budget to implement these changes.

Recommendation:  Approve reclassification of the three positions.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.
PERSONNEL – POLICE DEPARTMENT – VARIOUS CHANGES APPROVED
The agenda presented the following recommended changes in Police personnel.

The 2005 - 2006 Budget was approved with funding to provide a 3 % pay incentive for Police Captains while serving as District Commanders.  In order to pay and track these positions efficiently, a new classification of Police Captain -District Commander, with corresponding pay range, is requested.  This new classification is administrative and does not require a budget adjustment.

Grants for six police employees have ended and upon conclusion, the City of Raleigh is obligated to continue funding for four of the positions.  This is a Federal mandate. The City of Raleigh would like to retain the additional two positions (Domestic Violence Crisis Counselors) originally funded through the Governor’s Crime Commission and pay for their salaries in the General Fund.  No budget amendment or transfer is necessary as there is adequate funding within the Raleigh Police Department salary accounts.  Two crisis counselors would be added to the Special Operations Division; one police officer would be added to the Field Operations Division; and three crime analysts would be added to the Chief’s Office, Field Operations Divisions and Detective Division respectively.

Recommendation:  Approve the new classification of District Commander and authorize the 6 new police positions in the general fund.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.
ENCROACHMENT – 504 WEST WHITAKER MILL ROAD – APPROVE CONDITIONALLY
A request has been received from Hayes Barton Baptist Church to encroach on the north side of their property which is located at 504 West Whitaker Mill Road.  The encroachment is needed to maintain the existing features that will encroach into the right-of-way at dedication of property to the City as required by SP-12-05.
Recommendation:  Approval of the encroachment subject to conditions outlined in Resolution 1996-153, owner be solely responsible for maintenance of all encroachments and encroachment agreements shall cease at the time Whitaker Mill Road is widened.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.
BUDGET AMENDMENTS – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
The agenda presented the following recommended budget amendments:

Community Services - $103,946.00 - To set up the budget to disperse funds to the appropriate line items as specified in the 2005/2006 Grant Year Community Services.
Community Services – Foster Grandparent Program - $382,176.00 - To set up budget to disperse funds to the appropriate line items as specified in the 2005/2006 Grant Year.
Fire - $57,000.00 - To budget the second year of a contract with the N.C. Department of Crime Control and Public Safety, Emergency Management Division, for the Fire Department to continue to serve as a hazardous materials Regional Response Team.
The agenda outlined the revenue and expenditure accounts involved in the various budget amendments.
Recommendation:  Approval as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 873TF26.
REIMBURSEMENT CONTRACT – THOROUGHFARE FACILITY FEE - APPROVED
The agenda presented the following thoroughfare facility fee reimbursement contract.
2005-#8 Thoroughfare Facility Fee

Buffaloe Investments, LLC

Cardinal Grove Boulevard/

Priority 1 Project

Total Reimbursement $10,428.32

Recommendation:  Approve contract.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.
CONDEMNATION – HIGHWAY 50 PUMP STATION – RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED
Efforts have been unsuccessful to obtain needed easements relating to the Highway 50 Pump Station and Force Main as it relates to Hood Industries, Auburn Knightdale Road and Darrell Wiggins and Stephanie Wiggins, 4204 Sand Castle Drive.
Recommendation:  Adoption of resolutions of condemnation.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.  See Resolutions 601 and 602.
TRANSFERS – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
The agenda presented transfers in the Public Utilities and Public Works Departments outlining the Code Accounts involved and the purpose for the recommended transfers.
Recommendation:  Approval of the transfers as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 873TF26.
BID – SANITARY SEWER REHABILITATION – LONGVIEW LAKE/NEW BERN AVENUE PHASE II – BID AWARDED TO AM-LINER EAST – FUNDS TRANSFERRED
Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, bids were received and publicly opened by Camp Dresser and McKee on July 7, 2005 for the Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation - Longview Lakes/New Bern Avenue, Phase II, Project, with Am-Liner East submitting the low bid in the amount of $433,544.  Am-Liner East submitted a 15% MWBE participation plan.
Recommendation:  Approve the low bid of Am-Liner East in the amount of $433,544 and the budgetary transfer.

Transferred From:

325-8468-79001-975
Main Replacement
$433,544.00

Transferred To:

325-9629-79202-975
Longview Lakes
$433,544.00
Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 873TF26.
TRAFFIC – VARIOUS CHANGES – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
The agenda presented changes in the traffic code relating to no parking zones on portions of Old Wake Forest Road, signal removal on Pullen Road north of Yarborough Drive, two hour time limit zones on Salisbury Street and no parking zones on Summerland Drive.  The agenda outlined the exact locations involved and the reasons behind the recommended changes in the traffic code.
Recommendation:  Approval of the changes as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 874.
END OF CONSENT AGENDA
BUDGET - REAPPROPRIATION OF JUNE 30, 2005 UNEXPENDED FUNDS - APPROVED
It is customary at the beginning of each fiscal year to appropriate some unexpended funds from the previous year to complete budgeted activities for which funds are not yet encumbered.  The remainder of unexpended funds reverts to fund balance.  Funds identified for re-appropriation are limited to ensure that adequate fund balance is available to be appropriated at levels approved in the budget and to achieve the 14 percent fund balance requirement.  A report in the agenda packet details the funds recommended by the City Manager to be carried over from the FY 2004-05 budget to FY 2005-06.  Rollovers are recommended in the General, Economic Development, Convention Center, Parking and Public Utility funds.  Council approval is necessary to re-appropriate the funds into the 2005-06 operating budgets.

Recommendation:  Approve.

Mr. Regan stated he withdrew this from the Consent Agenda questioning the amount of funds involved pointing out it was not tabulated in the backup information.  City Manager Allen pointed out it is normally around $1.5 million.  He pointed out these are dollars that are obligated to particular projects but the funds had not actually been encumbered at year-end.  Ms. Taliaferro moved approval as outlined.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 873TF26.
STORMWATER DRAINAGE PETITIONS – NEW PROJECTS – APPROVED – FUNDS APPROPRIATED
Property owner petitions have been received and certified for review and consideration of storm drainage petition projects.  Nine petition requests were reviewed by the Stormwater Management Advisory Commission on July 7, 2005.  The following projects which have been prioritized by the Stormwater Management Advisory Commission are recommended for approval in accordance with the provisions of the City Storm Drainage Policy which was revised on September 7, 2004 by the City Council.  The total estimated cost is $349,670 with the City budget impact estimated at $327,444.

Listed below in order of priority are the eight projects for the Council review:


City
Property

Petition
Total Cost
Budget Impact
Owner Share
2654 South Saunders Street
$  18,000
$  14,400
$  3,600

6728 Virgilia Court
$    2,100
$    1,680
$     420

6128 River Landings Drive
$  16,300
$  13,040
$  3,260

804 Compton Road
$    3,400
$    2,720
$     680

4604 Juneberry Place
$  14,800
$  11,840
$  2,960

7900 Flanagan Place
$    4,500
$    3,600
$     900

1300/1302 Park Drive
$282,970
$274,084
$  8,886

7625 Trowbridge Court
$    7,600
$    6,080
$  1,520

$349,670
$327,444
$22,226

The property owners at 7625 Trowbridge Court have requested their project be handled as a reimbursement project.

A petition was received for consideration at 2428 South Wilmington Street involving structural flooding due to an undersized storm drain pipe.  The Stormwater Management Advisory Commission does not recommend approval of this storm drainage petition.  In order to allow additional development of the property the current property owner eliminated an open channel downstream of a 30 or 36-inch pipe and installed approximately 150 feet of 12-inch diameter storm drain pipe.

Recommendation:  Approve the eight projects and authorization of the appropriate budget adjustments.

Transferred From:

470-9139-79001-975
Petition Projects
$104,772.00

470-8659-79001-975
Stormwater System Repairs
  222,672.00


$327,444.00

Transferred To:

470-9647-79202-975
2654 South Saunders Street
$  14,400.00

470-9648-79202-975
6728 Virgilia Court
1,680.00

470-9649-79202-975
6728 River Landings Drive
13,040.00

470-9650-79202-975
804 Compton Road
2,720.00

470-9651-79202-975
4604 Juneberry Place
11,840.00

470-9652-79202-975
7900 Flanagan Place
3,600.00

470-9653-79202-975
7625 Trowbridge Court
6,080.00

470-9654-79202-975
1300/1302 Park Drive
  274,084.00


$327,444.00

Ms. Taliaferro stated she had withdrawn this from the Consent Agenda pointing out she just wanted to note this is the City’s stormwater utility at work.  She is glad to see these projects underway.  Mayor Meeker stated it is a good program and while there is a lot of work to be done we are off to a good start.  Ms. Taliaferro moved approval of the recommendation as outlined.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 873TF26.
FIRE TRAINING TOWER – BID AWARDED TO SANDERS BROTHERS, INCORPORATED; ADMINISTRATION ASKED TO PROVIDE INFORMATION ON MWBE STATUS
Pursuant to advertisement as required by law bids were received and publicly opened on June 21, 2005 for a new Fire Training Tower to be constructed at the Keeter Fire Training Center.  Three bids were received.  The low bidder, Nielsen Building Systems, failed to meet North Carolina General Contractor License requirements.  The bid amounts are as follows:
Nielson Building Systems

$439,046.00

Sanders Bros., Inc.

$446,650.00

Hudson Brothers Construction Co.
$523,140.00

The apparent low bidder meeting the contract license requirements is Sanders Bros., Inc. with the project contract amount of $446,650.00.  MWBE level of participation for this company is 0%.

Recommendation:  Approval of the bid received from Sanders Bros., Inc. in the amount of $446,650.00.  Budgeted funds are available.

Mr. West pointed out he had withdrawn this from the Consent Agenda pointing out the MWBE participation is 0.  He stated the City has a goal as it relates to MWBE’s and questioned what factors came into play in making this award with a 0 MWBE participation.  He asked the status of our current MWBE program.  City Manager Allen stated he does not know where we are overall on a yearly basis.  He pointed out this is very specialized work and there were no minority business partners.  He stated it is pretty much a process manufactured project and this company would direct the installation and construction.  He stated as far as the City’s overall goal, there are some contracts that have a high MWBE and some that have lower.  He stated generally overall we meet the goal.  Ms. Taliaferro stated she had the same question and asked if the Council could get some type mid-year report on where we are that is a brief update.  Whether we look at the goal on a calendar or fiscal year was discussed with Ms. Taliaferro pointing out she did not remember seeing a status report lately.  Ms. Taliaferro and Mr. West requested the Council be provided a mid-year or some type interim report.  With that request, Ms. Taliaferro moved approval of the recommendation as outlined.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor announced the motion approved on an 8-0 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF PLANNING COMMISSION

PERSONNEL – PLANNER DAVE BETTS RECOGNIZED; PLANNING DIRECTOR SILNER - RECOGNIZED
Mayor Meeker recognized David Betts who has been serving as Interim Planning Director for the past few months.  He expressed appreciation to Mr. Betts for the fine service provided during his tenure, pointing out he kept things running well.  Mayor Meeker recognized new Planning Director Mitchell Silver and welcomed him to the City staff.
PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED
Mayor Meeker presented the Planning Commission Consent Agenda indicating it would be handled in the same manner as the regular Consent Agenda.  He stated he had received a request from Mr. Regan to withdraw rezoning Z-12-05 and a request from Mr. Craven to withdraw TC-6-05.  Without objection those items were withdrawn from the Planning Commission Consent Agenda.  Ms. Taliaferro moved the Planning Commission’s recommendation on the remaining items on the Consent Agenda be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  The items on the Planning Commission Consent Agenda were as followed.
CP-6-05 – MAYWOOD AVENUE – APPROVED – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
This request is to amend the Comprehensive Plan by modifying the alignment of Maywood Avenue, a minor thoroughfare, as it intersects Lake Wheeler Road.  The current Comprehensive Plan indicates that the intersection should be realigned; this request is to drop the realignment proposal and keep Maywood Avenue in its present alignment.

CR-10853 from the Planning Commission recommends that the Comprehensive Plan revision be approved. Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 603.
SP-37-05 – RALEIGH CONVENTION CENTER – INTERMEDIATE PHASE – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS
This request is an intermediate phase to proceed with work related to the Downtown Raleigh Convention Center.  Proposed work includes concrete and structural work, as well as preliminary circulation, building penetrations and elevation.

CR-10854 from the Planning Commission recommends approval with conditions.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.
END OF PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA
REZONING Z-12-05 – DOWNTOWN OVERLAY DISTRICT and TC-6-05 – DOWNTOWN RESIDENTIAL HOUSING OVERLAY – 90 DAY EXTENSION GRANTED
Z-12-05 is a request is to rezone approximately 734 acres.  The proposal is to rezone the property with Downtown Overlay District.
CR-10850 from the Planning Commission recommends that the City Council approve an additional 120-day time period (November 10, 2005) for the additional review of this proposal.
TC-6-05 is a request is to amend the Zoning Code to remove these districts from the Code in order to allow one district, the Downtown Overlay District, to govern increased densities, building placement, building intensity, parking reductions and the approval process for properties located within a designated downtown area.
CR-10851 from the Planning Commission recommends that the City Council approve an additional 120-day time period (November 10, 2005) for the additional review of this proposal.
Planning Commission Member Jim Baker pointed out these two items have not come to the Planning Commission table as yet.  Staff is still working with the CAC’s and other groups to garner as much input as possible before the Planning Commission discusses the items.  Mr. Baker pointed out he does not feel it will take 120 days but the Planning Commission asked for the full amount but would report back sooner if the work is complete.
Mr. West pointed out there are several processes going on at the same time.  The Southpark and Shaw Adhoc Committees are working out some of the details and the South Central CAC is working on this issue also.  Those two groups will come back to the Southeast Raleigh Assembly and then the Southeast Raleigh Assembly will make a joint report to the Planning Commission.  Planner Dave Betts pointed out it is felt they will be through the process in about 90 days but the Commission decided to ask for 120 days because of the various groups, timing, etc.  
Mayor Meeker pointed out one individual is ready to submit a condo site plan in the downtown area and it is his understanding that is being held up pending these reports.  He questioned if we could get a report in approximately 60 days.  Mr. Baker pointed out the Planning Commission has to wait until it gets the report from the Southeast Raleigh Assembly and he does not know their time schedule.  Mr. West stated he would have to check dates pointing out it is a three-tier process but it is very important that the Planning Commission get input from the various groups.  Discussion took place on various extension, etc.  Mayor Meeker suggested giving the Planning Commission until the end of September as he feels that will be plenty of time for all of the groups to report to the Planning Commission and the Planning Commission deliberate.  He stated while this is being discussed we have basically got downtown development on hold.  Ms. Taliaferro stated she understands but she does not want to put the Planning Commission in an artificial time frame.  Mayor Meeker stated he would like to see a 90 day extension granted and if the Planning Commission is not ready to report at that time they could request an additional extension.

Discussion followed on the coordination between the various groups working on the issue, whether the condo site plan could be submitted as it is not in a sensitive area, whether there is anyway to get the site plan approved, whether the rezoning and the text change could be approved in part, concern on part of some of the Council members that we have private enterprise ready to move forward and the City is could be holding up that development.  Mr. West pointed out there is a lot of sensitivity related to the downtown development and the impact on the east side and Southpark.  He talked about the Liveable Streets effort, the need to balance out all of the interest, the feeling that we are close to getting everyone on the same page as it relates to development and redevelopment in the downtown area, overall general concern about the sensitivity of the area and the need and desire to have input from all before moving ahead.  He stated he fears if we short circuit the process we will get back to the point we were at in the initial hearing.  There are certain issues about displacement, dealing with the downtown Raleigh Alliance, getting people better educated on the issues but at the same time have development move forward.
Ms. Taliaferro moved approval of a 90 day extension for Z-12-05 and TC-6-05.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. West.

Mr. Regan pointed out the plan that is ready to move forward is in the Harrington, North and West Street area and questioned if that is in the sensitive area and the possibility of dividing the plans and the rezoning and moving forward with that area.  Mr. Crowder stated we do not need to be dividing this up.  He appreciates and fully understands the need to try to expedite the process but he feels it would be wrong to split the case and move forward with part of the downtown plan and not the rest.  Mr. Regan stated he is simply trying to determine if the Harrington, North and West Street areas is what Mr. West is referring to as the sensitive area and the possibility of splitting those areas out.  Mr. West stated he did not know how you would pull out part of the area and keep the integrity of the process.  Mr. Regan expressed concern that the City seems to be working against itself.  We have someone on board that wants to move forward, that is what we want for the downtown area.  It is private economic development of the type we want to happen and he feels we have the power to split the cases and have a win-win situation.  Concern about splitting the area was voiced by Mr. Crowder with Planner Betts pointing out this is a combination of the current overlay.  It is not changing anything really it is just putting the overlays into one level.  If a project meets the existing overlays it could be brought forward but a plan has not been filed.  After other discussion on the status of the condo project, whether anyone is being held up and concern about splitting the case the motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
CLUSTER UNIT DEVELOPMENT REPORT – NO CHANGES AUTHORIZED
This request concerns the Cluster Unit Development section of the zoning code regarding the minimum acres required for Cluster Unit Developments, as requested by the City Council.  Specifically the request follows a previous recommendation by the Tree Conservation Task Force to reduce the minimum acreage required for cluster unit subdivisions from 20 acres to 10 acres in RR, R-2, R-4 districts, and from 10 to 5 acres in all other districts allowing dwellings.
CR-10852 from the Planning Commission recommends that this text change not be considered for public hearing.
Planning Commission Member Baker pointed out the Planning Commission recommends the Council not move forward to public hearing with this item.  Mr. Craven pointed out this was discussed during consideration of the tree preservation ordinance.  He stated the thought was to help save trees.  He suggested the Planning Commission look at this again in about 12 months pointing out at that time we would have a year’s worth of experience with the tree ordinance in place.  Mr. Craven moved the Planning Commission’s recommendation for not moving forward be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
SPECIAL ITEMS

NEIGHBORHOOD PRESERVATION AND HOUSING TASK FORCE – TO BE PLACED ON DECEMBER 6, 2005 AGENDA
During the December 7, 2004 Council meeting, the Budget and Economic Development Committee by split vote recommended that the Housing Task Force be reconstituted so that they may continue their work on the various issues.  After discussion, it was agreed to hold a decision on whether to reconstitute the task force and let the initial enforcement start and review the question in July of 2005.
Mr. Crowder was absent from the July 5, 2005 Council meeting and requested that this item be deferred and placed on this agenda.  Copies of the minutes of the pertinent meetings were in the agenda packet.
Mr. Crowder pointed out this item was placed on the agenda to see if it would not be prudent as we evaluate the process, educational elements etc. to have members of the task force to provide input.  He stated he thought it may be good to have some of those members work with the evaluation process.  He suggested the item be placed on the first agenda in December to get input from staff and he assumes we will receive some input from the members of the task force and then further consideration of this item could take place.  Without objection it was agreed to follow that course of action.
APPEARANCE COMMISSION – MISSION STATEMENT – APPROVED AS AMENDED
During the July 5, 2005 Council meeting, the City Council received a report from the Appearance Commission indicating they had developed a mission statement as a summary of its mandate and goals.  It was suggested that it be received as information.
At the request of Ms. Taliaferro, it was directed that the item be placed on this agenda to receive a report from the Appearance Commission outlining their present mission statement and differences suggested in the proposed statement.
Ms. Taliaferro stated she had asked that this item be deferred as she had wanted to see a comparison of the present and proposed mission statement but she understands there is no present mission statement.  She expressed appreciation to staff for the information provided.  She stated however she has concern about item 1 of the proposed mission statement which reads “To initiate, promote and assist in the implementation of programs of general community beautification in the municipality or county.”  She stated the Appearance Commission nor any appointed advisory board of the City Council is authorized to initiate programs on their own.  The groups bring forward recommendations; therefore, she feels item 1 should be changed to read “To assist the Raleigh City Council in the implementation of programs of general community beautification in the municipality or county.”
Mr. Crowder pointed out the ordinance and the General Statutes which established the Appearance Commission gives them that authority so he feels it is fine to have it in their mission statement that is clearly what they are authorized to do.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out she does not feel any advisory board should initiate programs on their own.  Ms. Taliaferro moved approval of the mission statement with the changes to item 1 as she read.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Craven.  She stated by this motion or change she is not suggesting the Appearance Commission can’t come forward with recommendations to initiate new programs and all advisory boards should being their work program forward before implementing them.  Mayor Meeker pointed out the General Statutes has all three verbs - initiate, promote and assist; therefore, he could not support Ms. Taliaferro’s motion.  Ms. Taliaferro’s motion to approve the mission statement with her amendment was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Ms. Kekas, Mr. Crowder and Mayor Meeker who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the adopted on a 5-3 vote.

TC-3-05 - PDD REDUCED LOT SIZES – APPROVED AS AMENDED
The Comprehensive Planning Committee was prepared to make the following recommendation during the July 5, 2005 Council meeting.
By split vote, the Committee recommends upholding the Planning Commission’s recommendation for approval of TC-3-05 as recommended in CR10824.  Copies of the certified recommendation and proposed ordinance were in the agenda packet.
Mr. Crowder was absent from the July 5, 2005 Council meeting and requested that the item be held and placed on this agenda for discussion.
Mr. Crowder expressed appreciation for this item being held.  He stated his concern about the Committee’s recommendation is that throughout the process there was no discussion about guidelines.  The staff came forward with several proposals and he had asked for information on how other cities addressed the reduced lot sized in PDD.  All of the examples staff brought forward had design guidelines that would give staff and elected officials something to go by in approving the reduced lot sizes.  He talked about the need to have some formal guidelines pointing out he thinks staff would like to have guidelines and he feels it would be better to work these things out before moving forward.  He stated in Committee discussions, the Committee was told that we could move to this utilizing the Committee’s recommendation in 45 days but to develop guidelines, etc. it could take as much as six months.  He stated other municipalities have developed guidelines and he feels the City staff could work off of that and could come back with some of the other options in less than 6 months.  He stated he hopes the Council will send this back to the Committee and let the Committee look at what could be done to provide better guidelines.
Mr. Craven pointed out the PDD is a very compact set in our zoning ordinance, it is well contained.  He feels that the reduced lot sizes in the context of the PDD makes good sense and offers more variety; therefore he would move approval of the Committee’s recommendation.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro.
Mr. Crowder stated he feels it is a mistake to move forward without guidelines and asked the Council to please consider developing guidelines.  He talked about how mistakes can be made, how some people, architects, designers, etc. can visualize but others may not have that ability and the fear that moving forth with this proposal without guidelines could cause problems.  Ms. Taliaferro stated she has confidence in the staff appointed and elected official to take everything into consideration when making the decisions.  She stated the reduced lot size will not be used without consideration and looking at the various issues.  It was pointed out at the last meeting the Mayor requested adding item “parking and garage layout” and “privacy of residents” with Mr. Craven and Ms. Taliaferro accepting that as a friendly amendment.
Ms. Kekas stated she had received a lot of emails relative to this issue and asked for comments from staff.  Assistant Planning Director Parajon gave a brief synopsis of the study and information he provided to Committee relative to research in San Antonio, Portland and other cities.  He stated those cities utilize the PDD with reduced lot sizes and they do have some type guidelines for staff.  He pointed out staff did provide 3 options to Committee and explained the options.  Ms. Kekas questioned if staff feels comfortable with what is being proposed.  Mr. Parajon pointed out the 10-12 standards are categories staff and designers would review and they would be the basis of the design of the reduced lot size.  He indicated more guidance probably limits the flexibility but less guidance would give more flexibility.  Mayor Meeker suggested moving forth with the motion as amended with the understanding it would be looked at in about 12 months.  The motion as amended was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Crowder who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on 7-1 vote.  See Ordinance 875TC269.
CAROUSEL PROJECTS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN
During the July 5, 2005 Council meeting, a report was received on the Pullen and Chavis Park carousels and projected work.  Mr. Crowder had asked that this item be held and placed on the July 19 agenda as he could not attend the July 5 meeting.

During the July 5 meeting, the City Council authorized Administration to negotiate a contract with Little and Little to perform coordination of consulting work for repairs, restoration, etc., of the carousels with the understanding a report would be brought back to City Council prior to proceeding and it was directed that the item be placed on this agenda to receive comments from Mr. Crowder and a report from Administration.

Staff has worked with Little and Little to write a proposal and scope of work, included in agenda packet as an attachment to a proposed contract for Council’s further consideration.  Allowances are proposed for sub-consultants to be included under Little and Little’s contract.

It is recommended that the contract be approved for the Design Development phase for Pullen and Chavis Park amusements and carousel conservation, renovation and housing with Little and Little in the amount of $419,100.  It is further recommended to proceed with the Request for Qualifications for architectural services.  Budgeted funds are available.

Mayor Meeker questioned if staff looked at a design competition possibility for carousel housing.  City Manager Allen pointed out it could be done but it is felt that would extend the process.  It is something that could be revisited as we move along but it has not been included at this point.  Brief discussion took place on the source of funding the agenda indicates is available.  Mayor Meeker pointed out he understands the source of funds includes the remainder of the 2000 Bond funds and questioned if we should proceed with the bridge project until we know what we are talking about in these projects.  City Manager Allen pointed out it is felt we should get Little and Little on board and do some analysis and then make some decisions.  Mr. Crowder stated it is a good idea to get Little and Little on board but he does not feel we should defer other projects at this point.  He questioned the status on the assessment of the carousel animals with the City Manager pointing out staff is following through with the outline as has been presented and there will be some review and assessment included in the Little and Little package.  In response to questioning from Ms. Taliaferro, City Manager Allen pointed out the fund for the Pullen and Chavis Park funds plus some funds from the 2000 Bond issue.  Ms. Kekas moved approval of the recommendation as outlined be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
RALEIGH-DURHAM AIRPORT AUTHORITY – TIM CLANCY TO CONTINUE SERVING
The term of Tim Clancy, one of Raleigh’s representatives on the Raleigh-Durham Airport Authority, has expired.  During the December 7, 2004 Council meeting, it was requested that Mr. Clancy not be replaced and continue to serve.

During the July 5 Council meeting, Mayor Meeker requested a clarification on Mr. Clancy’s term and directed that the item be placed on this agenda for consideration.  Copies of the minutes are in the agenda packet.

Mayor Meeker explained this item pointing out when Mr. Clancy’s term was expiring he was serving as chairperson.  He indicated some thought that the action of Council was to not take action to replace Mr. Clancy who was not be eligible for reappointment because he had served 6 years on the Authority and allow him to continue to serve until his term as chairperson ended and at that time the Council would start the nomination process.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out the minutes of the meeting were included in the agenda packet and read from the December 7 minutes which indicated that “Mayor Meeker pointed out the Council’s policy is that a person continues to serve until reappointed or replaced; therefore, he would suggest no action be taken on Mr. Clancy’s expiration of term so he will continue to serve for the next 2 years.”  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out she moved approval of that motion and that is the action the Council took.  She stated she understands what the Mayor is saying but the City Council had taken action and had basically told Mr. Clancy he had another 2-year term and she has a problem with the City Council reneging on a promise.  What was actually meant and the action that took place was discussed.  Mr. Isley pointed out there are some pretty substantial projects going on at the airport and to have Mr. Clancy’s guidance as long as possible would be of benefit to the Authority.  He questioned the possibility of increasing the number of members on the Authority with it being pointed out that would be very difficult because of the make up of the Authority which includes appointments from Raleigh, Durham, County of Durham and County of Wake.  
Mr. Isley stated he thought the Airport Authority and the region in general would benefit from Mr. Clancy’s guidance and he feels very comfortable with letting Mr. Clancy serve thru December 2006.  Mr. Crowder expressed concern about the precedent setting with it being pointed out it seems the precedent has already been set.  Mr. Craven moved the Council uphold the previous action of Council taken on December 7, 2004.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on 8-0 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER
BONDS – PROPOSED OCTOBER 11, 2005, STREET IMPROVEMENT AND HOUSING BOND REFERENDUM – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN
To proceed with the proposed October 11, 2005 referendum, it is necessary for Council to introduce and pass a bond order entitled “Order Authorizing $60,000,000 Street Improvement Bonds” and to introduce and pass a bond order entitled “Order Authorizing $20,000,000 Housing Bonds”; to direct the Chief Financial Officer to file a sworn statement of debt with the City Clerk; to set a public hearing on the two orders for Tuesday, August 2, 2005 at 7:00 p.m.; and to direct the City Clerk to publish said orders in the News & Observer.

Recommendation:  Approve the above orders and authorize related actions.

City Manager Allen explained the process.  Ms. Taliaferro moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting I the affirmative except Mr. Regan who voted negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-1 vote.  See Ordinances 876 and 877.
BONDS – PROPOSED $50,585,00 GENERAL OBLIGATION PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT BONDS – VARIOUS ACTIONS APPROVED
Included in the adopted budget for FY05/06 is the intended issuance of $25M Streets Bonds and $6M Parks Bonds from the 2000 authorization and $19.585M Parks Bonds from the 2003 authorization.  To proceed with the issuance of these bonds at a proposed August 9, 2005 sale, it is necessary for Council to pass a resolution entitled, “Resolution Providing for the Issuance of $50,585,000 General Obligation Public Improvement Bonds, Series 2005” and to authorize City officials and City staff to request the sale of the bonds by the Local Government Commission and to provide and execute all necessary actions and documents to effect the sale of the bonds.

Recommendation:  Approve the above actions and the resolution.  City Manager Allen explained the issue.  Ms. Taliaferro moved approval.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 604.
REQUESTS AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS
STOWECROFT SUBDIVISION PHASES 6, 8 AND 9 – REQUEST FOR VARIANCE FROM STORMWATER REQUIREMENT - REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
Robert Shank, Buffalo Investments, LLC pointed out they are the developers of Stowecroft Subdivision and were well into their development when it came to their attention that they were beyond the time to obtain building permits in order to keep the exemption approved under the City Council exemption in November of 2001.  It was pointed out in March of 2005 the City Council voted to allow exempted projects to have an extra year to get building permits as long as the construction drawings, grading permits and recorded plats were approved by May 1, 2005.  Mr. Shank pointed out it was a mistake on their part in missing the deadline they are requesting an exemption based on the status of their development and the improvements that have been installed.
City Manager Allen pointed out staff recognizes since the construction has already begun and any major redesign of the site would cause a hardship, staff recommends that the variance be granted with the disclaimer that building permits for this project must be obtained by the May 1, 2006 deadline.
Ms. Taliaferro pointed out this is the first request for an exemption and it might be prudent to hear more about the request in Public Works Committee.  Without objection the item was referred to Public Works Committee.
REZONING Z-30-05 – CLARIFICATION OF CONDITIONS APPROVED

David F. Brown, representing Peggy and Gene Floyd and Timothy Page was at the meeting to explain the intent in zoning case Z-30-05 and a typographical error and request clarification of conditions.  Mr. Brown apologized for his lack of proofreading, pointing out he had provided Council members with a packet of information which shows modifications to the conditions.  He pointed out his office was asked to modify a condition and in doing so he converted a file and managed to reverse the intent of the condition e-ii which should read “The fenestration shall be no more then 50% of the surface of the overall building”.  The condition incorrectly stated “no less” rather then “no more”  He asked that the ordinance be corrected to show the actual intent of zoning condition.
Deputy City Attorney Botvinick pointed out the action of Council to correct the mistake is direct the City Clerk to correct the ordinance.  Ms. Taliaferro moved the Clerk be directed to correct the ordinance to show condition e-ii to be “no more” rather than “no less”.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on 8-0 vote.
FALSE ALARMS – 804 WEST PEACE STREET – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION
Mark Najafi, 804 West Peace Street, gave a history of his running of the business at 804 West Peace Street since he moved to the area from New York.  He told about the success of the business pointing out for 15 straight year he has been voted as best in the Triangle in his field.  He stated he is trying to be good citizen and works hard.  He stated two or three months ago his alarm went off several times in a row, he called the alarm company, they came and checked could find nothing wrong.  He stated the only thing he could attribute the alarm going off is the fact that he brought a new freezer which has a motion detector and evidently when the motion detector comes on to start the freezer it sets off the alarm.  He stated he has received bill for a $1,000 because he had 4 false alarms.  He was asking for relief.  He talked about this type bill could drive many people out of business.  He stated a $1,000 is a lot of money.  He had done everything he could possible think of to try to alleviate the problem.
City Manager Allen pointed out the fine was based on the ordinance pointing out the City Council sometime back put the false alarm ordinance into place to deal with the cost of serving multiple false alarms at one location.  He stated there were four alarms at the same time each night.  Mr. Isley pointed out there is an appeals process written into the ordinance.  Mayor Meeker suggested referring the item to the City Attorney to see if Mr. Najafi would have been granted some relief if he had appealed timely.  A representative of the police department pointed out there were 4 false alarms one each on March 22nd, March 25th, April 8th and April 9th each time the building was secure and there was no problem.

In response to questioning it was pointed out there were 5 false alarms in 2001, none in 2004 and 4 in 2005.  Mr. Najafi pointed out he pays tax and does not understand why has to pay this bill.  He stated the alarm went off through no fault of his own.  Mr. Regan stated the point is not whether the false alarm was in or out of someone’s control, the fact is taxpayer money was used to send police officers to respond.  He stated he understands Mr. Najafi’s concern but bad things sometime happen in any business.  He stated if the Council were to tell him he didn’t have to pay then the taxpayers would have to pick up that extra money.  He stated he wished he could help but this is a part of doing business.  He stated he understands Mr. Najafi’s problem but he could not vote to take money from someone else to pay for his problems.
Mayor Meeker suggested referring the item to Law and Public Safety Committee.  Mr. Crowder suggested Administration work with Mr. Najafi to go through the appeals process.  Mr. Isley talked about the appeals process and pointed out he thought there was a 10 day appeal period.  He stated there might be mitigating circumstances that would allow Mr. Najafi to appeal late.  He stated personally he is not incline to give any relief even thought he is a customer and loves the store he feels the law should be enforced.  After brief discussion Mayor Meeker suggested the item be referred to Administration to see if Mr. Najafi had appealed in time if his appeal would have been granted and report back to council if additional information comes to light or other action should be taken.
NUISANCE ABATEMENT – 6901 BUCKHEAD DRIVE - WITHDRAWN
Mike Layton, 6901 Buckhead Drive had requested permission to discuss an abatement against his property and waiver of fees.  The City Clerk reported Mr. Layton had asked that the item be withdrawn from the agenda.  No further action was taken.
MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARNG
PUBLIC NUISANCE COST CONFIRMATION – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
This is a hearing to consider the adoption of a resolution confirming the charges for the abatement of public nuisances as a lien against the property as listed.  The Mayor opened the hearing on each case.

	LOCATION &
COUNCIL DISTRICT
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NO.
	ABATEMENT

	7224 Beaverwood Drive (B)
	Jesse Iversen
	0069318
	$267.00

	1609 Boyer Street (C)
	Evelyn Spell
	0009699
	$283.00

	3400 Brentwood Road (B)
	Tu & Tho Thi Cao Doung
	0090650
	$263.00

	1914 Crawford Road (C)
	Ronald Jacobsen
	0017637
	$252.00

	310 Cutler Street (D)
	Thelma Dunbar Rowland, Heirs Walter L. Adams Jr. Adm.
	0071798
	$262.00

	7720 Foxwood Drive (A)
	Robert Otho Sr. & Hilda F. Campen
	0127168
	$407.00

	3915 Jackson Street (D)
	Margaret L. Jernigan
	0035514
	$269.00

	7109 Old Wake Forest Road (B)
	Plantation Point Development LLC C/O Scott Harrington
	0102827
	$318.00

	2201 Poole Road (C)
	Darnell Baker
	0063167
	$272.00

	5208 Saddle Court (A)
	Phillip M. Kermon
	0057944
	$430.00

	436 Talmage Street (D)
	Yvonne Macklin
	0161912
	$256.00

	3101 Woods Place (D)
	Gordon W. Grimes II
	0044590
	$274.00


No one asked to be heard on any of the addresses; therefore, the hearing was closed.  Mr. West moved adoption of the resolution confirming the cost as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 605.
BONDS $10,600,000 STREET IMPROVEMENT TWO THIRDS BOND – HEARING – ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZED TO PROCEED
This was a hearing to consider the approval of issuing $10,600,000 Street Improvement Two Thirds Bonds.  After the hearing, if the Council desires to proceed, it would be necessary to adopt the bond order entitled “Order Authorizing $10,600,000 Street Improvement Bonds”; direct the Clerk to publish the bond order in the News and Observer and pass a resolution providing for the issuance of $10,600,000 Street Improvement Bonds Series 2005.
The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Ms. Taliaferro moved approval of to proceed as outlined.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 606.
ANNEXATION – DUTCHMAN CREEK PHASE 5 – HEARING – ORDINANCE AND RESOLUTION ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider the petitioned annexation of property known as Dutchman Creek Phase 5.  If following the hearing the Council wishes to proceed, it would be appropriate to adopt an ordinance annexing the property effective July 31, 2005 and a resolution placing the property in the appropriate City Council electoral district.  

The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mayor Meeker moved adoption of the ordinance annexing the property effective July 31, 2005 an adoption of a resolution placing the property into the Council Electoral District C.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 878 and Resolution 607.
EVIDENTIARY HEARING

SU-2-05 OUTDOOR AMPLIFICATION – RIRA/POWERHOUSE SQUARE – HEARING – APPROVED – TO BE PLACED ON AUGUST 2 AGENDA TO CONSIDER FINDINGS OF FACTS AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW
This was hearing to consider a request from RiRa/Powerhouse Square for a special use permit to allow outdoor amplification in the Shopping Center Zoning District at 126 North West Street on private property, Thursday – Sunday between 1:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m. for a period of 12 months.
Staff reported the following findings:

1.
The establishment’s proximity to residential areas, schools, churches, and health care facilities.

The location designated for the amplified music is on the existing outdoor patio adjacent to the southern parking lot on the site.  The closest residential structure is located on the east side of N. West Street north of W. Jones Street, approximately 300 feet from the outdoor event location.  There are no health care facilities in the area.  The closest churches are located on Hillsborough Street and Edenton Street.
2.
The establishment’s history of compliance with noise and nuisance laws.

Based on a recent inquiry with the Raleigh Police Department, RiRa has not generated any neighborhood complaints or concerns.  The establishment has a good record of compliance with the ordinances related to noise and amplified entertainment. 
3.
Access with respect to pedestrian and automotive safety, traffic flow, emergency service.

The event will be located on private property and will not encroach or obstruct any vehicular or pedestrian traffic. All proposed activity will be on private property in the outdoor patio area. There is also a parking structure across the street as well as on street parking in the immediate area that is available.  All emergency access will be maintained.
4.
Intensity, including such considerations as size, location, hours and/or conditions of operation, and number of participants.

The application states that the outdoor entertainment requested for one year from the date of approval, will be on Thursday through Sunday on the outdoor patio of the restaurant from 1:00pm through 11:00 pm.  The music will be Blue Grass, Acoustic Guitar and Celtic as weather permits. 
5.
Landscaping, screening, fencing with respect to protecting affected properties from anticipated noise, loss of privacy, and glare; preserving of important natural features, or harmonizing the request with affected properties. 

There is no existing screening from the right of way in this area, but there are trees along the streetscape. The City Council may consider additional evidence at the hearing to determine conformance with this finding.

6.
Control or elimination of noise, dust, vibration and lighting.

The applicant states that positioning of the music in the patio will be to the interior or direction of the restaurant.  It will be such that noise will remain at levels below the City code. The City Council may consider additional evidence at the hearing to determine conformance with this finding.

7.
The proposed use will not adversely impact public services and facilities such as parking, traffic, police, etc., and the secondary effects of such uses will not adversely impact adjacent properties.  The secondary effects would include but not be limited to noise, light, stormwater runoff, parking, pedestrian circulation and safety.

Public services and facilities will not be affected by the events or music.  There is a parking structure across the street as well as on street parking in the immediate area. The City Council may consider additional evidence at the hearing to determine conformance with this finding.
The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mayor Meeker pointed out this special use permit has been approved for the last 3 or 4 years and he understands there have been no problems.  Ms. Taliaferro moved approval of the special use permit as outlined.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

CAROLINA BALLET – SUPPLEMENTAL FUNDING- REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA 
Mayor Meeker reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends the item relating to a request for supplemental funding from Carolina Ballet be removed from the agenda with no further action taken.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker stated without objection the item would be removed.
SURPLUS PROPERTY – MAPLERIDGE ROAD – AUTHORIZED FOR SALE
Mayor Meeker reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends that the property at 5501 Mapleridge Road be declared surplus property and sold through the upset bid process for a minimum of $85,000, with the understanding the house must be relocated on the property or demolished within 60 days of purchase.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
TRANSIT – PASSES FOR NONPROFITS – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA WITH DIRECT GIVEN
Mayor Meeker reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends that this item be removed from the agenda and the recommendations of the Transit Authority relative to working with schools on possible UPASS agreements be continued by staff.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
STREET VENDORS –REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA – ADMINISTRATION DIRECTED TO CONTINUE WORK
Chairperson Isley reported the Law and Public Safety Committee received a report from staff relative to administrative work that is ongoing relative to regulatory reform process for street vending.  The Committee recommends that staff continue the work and develop a program to be presented to the full City Council for further consideration.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Isley move the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
STORMWATER – AMERICAN PAWN SHOP WILMINGTON STREET – REQUEST FOR FUNDING DENIED
Chairperson Taliaferro report the Public Works Committee recommends affirming the Stormwater Management Advisory Commission’s recommendation that this project not be recommended for City funding assistance.  
On half of the Committee Ms. Taliaferro moved approval recommendation. Her motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
S-11-05 – COLLINGWOODS SUBDIVISION – APPROVED AS AMENDED; ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZED TO DEVELOP A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT
Ms. Taliaferro pointed out the Committee had a lot of debate on this project.  The Committee was prepared to recommend upholding the Planning Commission’s recommendation as outlined in CR-10841.  She stated however, since that time there has been further discussions with the petitioner, Transportation Department and community and Mr. Craven has a suggestion to make.
Mr. Craven stated he thought in working with all involved there is a better solution which he will be putting on the table.  He stated there have been some alternatives discussed and instead of extending Wellsleyway to Strickland Road it could be extended it to the north and cul-de-saced and have a stub to the west towards Club Drive.  He stated it is a great solution, it works well with the subdivision but it does not comply with the comprehensive plan.  He stated the neighbors have signed a petition in support of this new alternative and the petition was signed by the property owner to the west.  He stated if we could approve the plan as recommended by the Planning Commission with the change to the road alignment he outlined, which would be a variance to the Comprehensive Plan move the development could occur and then the City could file an amendment to the Comprehensive Plan to move forward; therefore he would move approval of S-11-05 as recommended by the Planning Commission in CR-10841 with the exception that Wellsleyway would be a cul-de-sac and the street stub would go to the west which would allow a single connection to Strickland Road.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro.
Ms. Taliaferro pointed out the homeowners or property owners surrounding the area completely support this suggestion and the City’s DOT says it would be safer and would allow a connection to Strickland Road at a better place.  Traffic Engineer Lamb pointed out City DOT is in support of the change.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

Mr. Craven moved Administration be requested to prepare a Comprehensive Plan amendment which would allow the street to be extended to the west eventually tie back into Strickland Road and allow for Wellsleyway to be cul-de-sac.  Surveyor John Phelps pointed out he did have a petition signed by 55 property owners who are in support of this action and expressed appreciation for allowing the project to move forward.  The motion as stated was put to a vote and passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

STORMWATER DETENTION DURING CONSTRUCTION – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Ms. Taliaferro pointed out the Public Works Committee is working on the recommendation from the Stormwater Management Advisory Commission relative to stormwater detention during construction.  She stated staff is preparing a proposed text change and the Public Works Committee hopes to bring it forward so it could go to public hearing in September.  The comments were received.
WAKE COUNTY CONSTRUCTION/DEMOLITION ORDINANCE – REPORT REQUESTED
Mayor Meeker asked the status of item 03-28 – Recycle – Wake County Construction/demolition ordinance which is pending in the Public Works Committee.  He asked that the Committee provide a report as soon as possible.  The comments were received.
PLANNING AND REDEVELOPMENT AREAS – MARTIN/HAYWOOD PLAN – REFERRED TO THE BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Mr. West pointed out he recently attended the meeting of the South Central CAC.  He talked about Greg Hatem’s philosophy in redevelopment as it relates to the Martin Haywood area and asked that the issue be referred to Budget and Economic Development Committee, that is redevelopment planning particularly as it relates to Martin and Haywood Street areas.  Without discussion the item was referred to Budget and Economic Development Committee.
PLANNING COMMISSION – COUNTY APPOINTEE – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mayor Meeker pointed out there had been discussion about the vacancy on the Planning Commission as it relates to a Wake County appointee.  He stated there had been some discussion about the Council taking an action but Dr. Kaczmarski had requested the City Council not take any action as a body.  Mayor Meeker stated if individual Council members wanted to contact the County that would be fine.  The comments were received.
PCB – CLEANUP TASK FORCE – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mayor Meeker pointed out the news has been revealed that the PCB’s have reached Walnut Creek.  This is very disturbing news.  He stated recently a PCB task force was appointed explaining initially it had three members appointed by the City Council and three by the County but Cary has joined forces and has appointed two members.  He asked that the Task Force report by early August or as soon as possible pointing out he understands the PCB’s are leaching downstream and something has got to be done.  We have to request or require the State or the Federal officials to take care of their responsibility.
CITY COUNCIL – COMMITTEE PROCEDURES – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mayor Meeker congratulated the Committee chairs for expediting items that are referred to Committee.  He stated this City Council will be officially out of business within a couple of months and he would encourage all Committee chairs to cleanup their agenda so we do not have a lot of item to be carried over to the next term.  He congratulated all on the hard work.
DOWNTOWN RALEIGH ACTIVITY - COMMENDED
Mayor Meeker commended all involved in the recent downtown Raleigh event pointing out City employees and all involved worked really hard and it was a great event.  The comments were received.
GUESTS - INTRODUCED
Mayor Meeker introduced Commissioner Gurley and his son Robert, pointing out Robert is working on a Boy Scout award.  Mr. Gurley pointed out the Commissioner’s schedule did not allow his son Robert to attend their meeting; therefore his son is fulfilling the requirement by attending a City Council meeting.
PLANNING COMMISSION – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mr. West talked about nominations to the Planning Commission.  He stated a couple of meetings back he expressed concern about the composition and the diversity of the Planning Commission as well as other committees.  He stated he feels it would be good to provide information to the County on the needs of the Commission.  Since there is one vacancy he hopes the appointment can be expedited.  He stated he appreciated what the Mayor had said about the individual approach as it relates to making recommendations to the County.  However, he feels it is important that the three persons appointed know and understand the needs and desires of all involved.  The comments were received.
WAKEFIELD – OVERGROWN RIGHT-OF-WAY – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Ms. Taliaferro stated she was following up on an item that came before Council at the last meeting relative to weeds and grass along the right-of-way of a portion of new Falls of Neuse Road.  She stated as she understands it belongs to the Wakefield Development Company, she has been told the nuisance laws do not apply to undeveloped property.  It was pointed out by Attorney Botvinick that his office had talked to the person who appeared before the City Council.  There is a 50 foot strip of land owned by the Homeowners Association.  They have told the City they plan to do the work and the clean up.  The City accepts easements; however, the underlying fee belongs to the entities from which the easement was acquired.  He stated he understands both of those entities in this particular case have been dissolved and if the City did the work and imposed a lien there would be no one to pay the lien.  He explained the people in the subdivision can get a permit to work on the right-of-way to clean it to their satisfaction.  He stated the street has not been opened or accepted for maintenance.  Ms. Taliaferro stated as she understands the nuisance in the first 50 feet will be taken care of by the Homeowners Association but pointed out that leaves a problem area and requested that the Council get a formal report back from the City Attorney’s office.
PERSONNEL – PUBLIC WORKS AND PARKS AND RECREATION - COMMENDED
Mr. Craven asked to extend kudos and appreciation to City staff dealing with two sets of circumstances that have occurred recently.  First he would commend the Public Works Department and the Stormwater group with how they dealt on the drainage problem on Cherry Crest Court.  He stated they took care of that by doing some remedial action before we had the tremendous thunderstorms moving through which could have been devastating to the area.
The second act related to the Parks and Recreation Department and Wayne Schindler and the heroic action he took at Optimist Park to help clean up some of the maintenance problems and work with some of the adjacent property owners in correcting some action.  He expressed appreciation to both groups for a job well done.

STREET CLOSING – CARTER STREET – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED
Mr. Regan indicated at past Council meetings discussion had taken place relative to the matter of the right-of-way set aside to extend Carter Street to connect to French Drive.  Mr. Regan explained the previous action was to reserve the right-of-way but not require the developer to build the street.  He stated he would now move the right-of-way be abandoned.
Mr. Isley stated he had been excused from participation on this item and would need to be excused now.  Mayor Meeker stated Mr. Isley had been excused and Mr. Isley left the table.  Brief discussion took place with action that had been taken on the property previously after which Mr. Regan moved the Council adopt a resolution of intent to close the right-of-way.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Craven.  The Clerk asked for clarification as to whether the City should require new petition from the property owners or if the City would initiate the street closing with Mr. Regan agreeing the City would initiate this closing starting from the Resolution of Intent.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  (Isley excused from participation.)  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 609.
APPOINTMENTS
APPOINTMENTS – VARIOUS ACTION TAKEN
The City Clerk reported the following results of the ballot vote.

Fair Housing Hearing Board - One Vacancy – Phil Jones – 8 (all Council members)
Human Relations Commission - One Vacancy - Francis J. Hale - 3 (Isley, Regan, Craven); Lorrin Freeman – 5 (Taliaferro, Meeker, West, Crowder, Kekas)

Substance Abuse Advisory Commission - Four Vacancies - No nominees.

Transit Authority - One Vacancy - Alternate Member – Mr. Crowder nominated Tony Andruzzi.

The appointment of Phil Jones to the Fair Housing Hearing Board and Lorrin Freeman to the Human Relations Commission was announced as was the fact that the Substance Abuse Advisory Commission and Transit Authority Alternate Member will be carried over until the next meeting.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK
SURPLUS PROPERTY – 1504 OAKWOOD AVENUE – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
During the June 21, 2005 Council meeting the City Council accepted an offer of $145,000 from St. Augustine’s College for the purchase of surplus property at 1504 Oakwood Avenue subject to upset bid procedures.  The proposal was advertised in the News & Observer on June 25, 2005 and no upset bids were received.  It would be appropriate for the Council to adopt a resolution authorizing the sale of the surplus property at 1504 Oakwood Avenue to St. Augustine’s College for $145,000.
Mayor Meeker moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 608.
MINUTES – JULY 5, 2005 – APPROVED AS PRESENTED
Council members received in their agenda packet copies of the minutes of the July 5, 2005 Council meeting.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the minutes as presented.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
COUNCIL MEETING – NIGHT PORTION – COUNCIL MEMBERS EXCUSED
Mayor Meeker pointed out Mr. Crowder and Mr. Regan have asked to be excused from the night portion of the meeting.  Mr. Crowder pointed out he would be attending a meeting relative to Dorothea Dix.  Mayor Meeker stated without objection Mr. Crowder and Mr. Regan would be excused from the night portion of the meeting.
CONVENTION CENTER CONSTRUCTION SITE - TOUR
Mayor Meeker pointed out Council members will meet at the front of the building at 3:05 p.m. in order to tour the convention center project site.
All Council members with the exception of Mr. Regan along with various staff members toured the convention center construction site and heard information on the safety program and the status of the project.  The Council returned to the Municipal Building at 4:00 p.m.  Mayor Meeker recessed the meeting until 6:30 p.m.  Minutes of that section of the meeting will be covered in a separate set.
Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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