
City Council Minutes


August 2, 2005


COUNCIL MINUTES
The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session on Tuesday, August 2, 2005, at 1:00 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.

Mayor Meeker, Presiding

Mr. West
Mr. Craven

Mr. Crowder
Mr. Isley
Ms. Kekas

Mr. Regan (Absent)
Ms. Taliaferro
Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order.  Mr. Isley led the group in the Lords Prayer.  Ms. Kekas led the Pledge of Allegiance.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS
SPECIAL OLYMPICS OF NORTH CAROLINA – CHAIRWOMAN’S AWARD – PRESENTED
Mayor Meeker recognized Keith Fishburn, President of Special Olympics of North Carolina.  Mr. Fishburn pointed out he was at the meeting to present a very special award and to brag about the City of Raleigh Parks and Recreation Department.  He pointed out about 30 years ago Eunice Shiver started the Special Olympics and soon after those first games in 1968, North Carolina started its effort.  In Wake County the Raleigh Parks and Recreation staff stepped up and have stayed at the top of the list with a stellar effort with the Special Olympics of North Carolina.  He talked about the State level games, number of participants and the great effort and facilities of the City and North Carolina State University.  He stated it has been such a huge effort that they have extended their commitment to have the games in Raleigh until 2010.  He stated because of that and many other things including the aquatics programs, etc., it caused the Board of Directors to take a special look and they created the Chairperson’s Award.  He stated all of those reasons and many more Special Olympics of North Carolina would like to present to Raleigh Parks and Recreation Department the annual Chairwoman’s Award.
Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to all involved.  Parks and Recreation Duncan recognized Randy Ray a 26-year veteran of the City’s Parks and Recreation Department.  He pointed out Mr. Ray came on Board as a special Recreational Services staff member and worked his way through the ranks and is now the Recreation Superintendent for Programming.  He stated much of the credit, effort and success of the North Carolina Special Olympics is attributed to Mr. Ray for his many fine decisions and work over the years.  Mr. Fishburn presented a plaque commemorating the Chairwoman’s Award.
CERTIFICATE OF APPOINTMENT – PRESENTATION MADE
Mayor Meeker explained the Certificate of Appointment presentation and presented a certificate to Dwight Spencer who was recently appointed to the Transit Authority.

PERSONNEL – AMY TAYLOR – RECOGNIZED
City Manager Allen recognized Amy Taylor the Public Utilities Plant Safety Coordinator.  He explained Ms. Taylor’s work and pointed out she recently received certification as a Manager of Environmental Safety and Health.  He stated there are only a small group of people who have reached that professional level.  He explained the certification program which is carried out in conjunction with NC Department of Labor and others.  He expressed appreciation to Ms. Taylor for her work pointing out the City of Raleigh is proud to have someone of that professional caliber on staff.  Ms. Taylor expressed appreciation to the City and Public Utilities employees for their work and participation in the various efforts.
MAYOR’S COMMENTS – RECEIVED
Mayor Meeker pointed out Mr. Regan is absent and excused from the meeting.  Mayor Meeker pointed out later in the meeting he would like for the City Council to talk about appointing a committee to assist with the upcoming housing and transportation bonds referendum.  Mayor Meeker talked about the renaming of the BTI Center to the Progress Energy Performing Arts Center.  He talked about the announcement pointing out it was happy event for the City and Progress Energy and talked about their commitment over the next 20 years.  He expressed appreciation for all Progress Energy does in the City.
Mayor Meeker stated at the end of the meeting the Council would need to have a brief closed session.

CONSENT AGENDA
CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Meeker presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may enacted by one motion.  If a Council requests discussion on an item the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  He explained the vote on the Consent Agenda would be a roll call vote.  Mayor Meeker stated he had received the following requests to withdraw items from the Consent Agenda: Donation of Exercise Equipment (Craven); Sewer Main Extension – Thorton Road (Taliaferro); Water and Sewer Assessment Rates (Taliaferro); House Creek Greenway Trail Contract (Taliaferro); Transfer in Construction Management (Craven/Taliaferro); Bids – Honeycutt Park (Craven); Traffic – No Parking Zone Removal on Creekside Drive (Craven/Taliaferro).  Without objection those items were withdrawn from the Consent Agenda.  Mr. Crowder moved Administration’s recommendations on the remaining items on the Consent Agenda be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Regan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  The items on the Consent Agenda were as follows.
BTI ASSIGNMENT OF NAMING RIGHTS TO PROGRESS ENERGY – APPROVED
City Council approval is required for the BTI assignment of naming rights to Progress Energy.

Recommendation:  The City Manager and City Attorney recommend approval of the assignment.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Kekas – 7 ayes (Regan absent).
CAMPO – MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING – APPROVED
The Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (CAMPO) is asking for joint approval and execution by all member governments and the Secretary of Transportation (on behalf of the Governor) for expanding its boundaries to include the Towns of Angier, Bunn, Clayton, Franklinton, and Youngsville, the City of Creedmoor, the Counties of Franklin, Granville, Harnett, and Johnston, and the Triangle Transit Authority.  The Capital Area MPO Transportation Advisory Committee approved this final version of the MOU at its meeting on June 15, 2005.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute a Memorandum of Understanding with the Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Kekas – 7 ayes (Regan absent).
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY – WAN CONTRACT EXTENSION WITH BELL SOUTH – APPROVED
As part of the Citywide WAN, BellSouth provides computer network connectivity to 70 remote City sites.  The current frame relay contract with BellSouth expires August 31, 2005.  The IT Department proposes to extend the existing contract for one year at current rates of approximately $400,000 to allow staff to complete technical planning of a Request for Proposal (RFP) for new network technology to replace the current frame relay network.  The RFP will be structured to select a vendor that can provide the level of service in support of the City’s growing network technology needs, resulting in the delivery and implementation of a WAN with better performance and reliability at a lower cost than the current frame relay network system.  Funds have been budgeted by the end-user departments for maintaining their WAN connectivity under the current contract.

Recommendation:  Approve the one year contract extension with BellSouth for the Citywide frame relay network at a cost not to exceed $400,000.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Kekas – 7 ayes (Regan absent).
PUBLIC UTILITIES HANDBOOK – REVISIONS – APPROVED
The Public Utilities Department maintains the Public Utilities Handbook, which sets forth technical standards for work within the City water and sanitary sewer systems.  This book is continuously modified, with periodic major revisions, subject to City Council approval.  Such a revision has been prepared at this time for City Council approval.  A public meeting has been held with concerned parties, with the majority of the comments incorporated into the Handbook revisions.  A summary of Handbook revisions was in the agenda packet and a copy of the Handbook will be available in the Council office.

Recommendation:  Approve the revisions to the Public Utilities Handbook.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Kekas – 7 ayes (Regan absent).
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS TRACTOR AND TRAILER – REQUEST FOR WAIVER OF COMPETITIVE BIDDING – APPROVED – PURCHASE AUTHORIZED
It is requested to waive competitive bidding procedures under General Statute 143-129 (g) to use the piggyback provisions to purchase a budgeted Hazardous Materials Tractor and Trailer for the Fire Department.  This equipment was bid by Guilford County for the City of High Point and awarded to Hackney Emergency Vehicles on November 18, 2004 for $286,966.72.  A. letter from Hackney Emergency Vehicles offering the same bid price to the City of Raleigh as well as bid documentation from Guilford County are in the agenda packet.  This process should save the City a minimum of $12,000 plus the time to issue and evaluate bids prior to ordering.  A legal advertisement to notify the public was placed in the News & Observer on Friday, July 22, 2005, meeting the 10 day statutory requirement prior to an award consideration by the governing board.

Recommendation:  Approve the waiver of competitive bidding to purchase a Hazardous Materials Tractor and Trailer from Hackney Emergency Vehicles using the bid previously awarded by Guilford County.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Kekas – 7 ayes (Regan absent).
SUPPLEMENTAL RETIREMENT PROGRAM/CHANGE IN ADMINISTRATOR/TRUSTEE RESOLUTION NAMING BB&T APPROVED
ABN-AMRO currently administers and is Trustee for the City’s supplemental retirement plan.  This plan has three individual plans associated with it:  a Money Purchase Pension 401a Plan (City contributed funds), the Deferred Pay 457 Plan (employee contributed funds) and the inactive Deferred Compensation Plan (the predecessor section 457 plan).  The supplemental retirement plans are highly customized and have provided excellent results at low cost to both employees and the City.  Because of the recent purchase of ABN-AMRO’s retirement plan administration and trustee business by the Principal Group, a number of the City’s custom features and low costs could not be guaranteed.  As a result, the City’s Benefits Committee, led by the efforts of our investments consultant IRA Group, recommended that the City change to BB&T effective October 3, 2005.  BB&T offers experienced administration and trustee services, will allow our exact plans and open architecture to continue and will guarantee for at least 3 years fees that are 10% less than ABN-AMRO.

To proceed with the conversion of services, the resolution in the agenda packet needs to be approved naming BB&T as the successor trustee effective October 3, 2005.  Upon approval, the City Manager will execute the applicable fee and service agreements with BB&T.

Recommendation:  Approve resolution naming BB&T as successor trustee and administrator of the City of Raleigh supplemental retirement plan with execution of applicable service and fee agreements by the City Manager.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Kekas – 7 ayes (Regan absent).  See Resolution 610.
NCDOT – UTILITY AGREEMENT/US 70 CLAYTON BYPASS – APPROVED
The City has been working with the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) regarding the extension of a 10-inch sanitary sewer dry line beneath Interstate 40 to the new right-of-way limits as part of the Clayton Bypass project.  This dry line is installed for future development on the south side of Interstate 40 within the Garner service area.  The amount of this agreement is $16,100.

Recommendation:  Concur in the agreement and authorize the Mayor to execute the agreement (transfer to be handled administratively).

Transferred From:

325-8468-79001-975
Main Replacement
$16,100.00

Transferred To:

325-9656-79202-975
Clayton Bypass Project
$16,100.00
Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Kekas – 7 ayes (Regan absent).  See Resolution 611.
PARADES – VARIOUS – APPROVED
The agenda presented the following requests for parade routes and events.

2005 AIDSWALK & RIDE

Jacquelyne Clymore, representing the 2005 AIDSWALK & RIDE, would like to hold a parade on Saturday, August 20, 2005 from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Aggie-Eagle Football Classic

Gwen Martin, representing Event Emporium and the Aggie-Eagle Football Classic, would like to hold a parade on Saturday, September 3, 2005 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on reports in agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Kekas – 7 ayes (Regan absent).

ROAD RACES – VARIOUS – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY
The agenda presented the following requests for road races:

Run for Life

Dennis Embo would like to hold a road race to benefit the Christian Life Home on Saturday, September 10, 2005 from 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

Second Empire 5K Classic

Butch Robertson, representing Second Empire, would like to hold a road race on Sunday, September 25, 2005 from 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Kekas – 7 ayes (Regan absent).
STREET CLOSINGS – TEMPORARY FOR VARIOUS EVENTS AND DATES – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY
The agenda presented the following requests for temporary street closings for various days and events:

200 Block of East Martin Street between Blount Street and Blake Street

Doug Grissom, representing the Raleigh Civic and Convention Center, requests a street closure and encumbrance of some parking spaces on Saturday, August 6, 2005 and Saturday, September 3, 2005 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m. for Raleigh Downtown Live.  He also requests that all City ordinances pertaining to amplified music and the possession and consumption of alcohol on City property be waived.

Neighborhood Block Party

Michael Briggs, representing his neighborhood, requests a street closure on Saturday, August 13, 2005 from 2:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. for a back to school neighborhood block party.

300 Block of East Branch Street between Bloodworth Street and Person Street

Eddie Cobb requests a street closure on Monday, September 5, 2005 from 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. for a neighborhood block party.  He also requests a waiver of all City Ordinances pertaining to amplified sound and noise.

Oysterfest

Tony Estus, representing Clear Channel Communications, requests two street closures on Saturday, September 17, 2005 from 8:00 a.m. to Sunday, September 18, 2005 at 4:00 a.m. for Oysterfest.  He also requests that all City ordinances pertaining to amplified music and the possession and consumption of alcohol on City property be waived.

Neighborhood Block Party - 1300 Block of Mordecai Drive between Chestnut Street and Sycamore Street

Mark McNiff, representing the Mordecai Park subdivision, requests a street closure on Saturday, September 17, 2005 from 6:30 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. for a neighborhood block party.  He also requests that all City ordinances pertaining to amplified music and the possession and consumption of alcohol on City property be waived.

Church Festival - 2000 Block of Stone Street from Fairview Road South to the End of the Adjacent Church Property

Mike Trexler, representing Hayes Barton United Methodist Church, requests a street closure on Wednesday, December 21, 2005 from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. for a church festival.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Kekas – 7 ayes (Regan absent).
SIDEWALK REPAIRS – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED
It is requested that a public hearing be authorized to consider a project to repair broken sidewalks at the following locations:

LOCATION
TAX ID NUMBER
APPROXIMATE COST
119 Hawthorne Road
0090601
$448.00

408 Capital Boulevard
0068250
$1,295.00

400 Capital Boulevard
0072509
$875.00

410 Cutler Street
0007470
$428.40

7420 Six Forks Road
0029633
$1,078.00
This work is to be assessed at 100 percent of actual cost to the adjacent property owner in accordance with Section 6-2023 of the City Code with payment due upon completion or over a ten (10) year payment option period.
Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution-of-intent for a Tuesday, September 6, 2005 public hearing to consider the improvements.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Kekas – 7 ayes (Regan absent).  See Resolution 613.
STREET IMPROVEMENT PETITIONS – LAURELBROOK STREET/ALLEGHANY DRIVE/LINEBERRY DRIVE/FREEDOM DRIVE – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED
The semi-annual street paving review has been conducted, and the petitions listed below have been signed by a majority of property owners and are ready for Council consideration:
STREET
ESTIMATED COST
Laurelbrook Street from Wicker Drive to Hodges Street
$459,875

Requesting a 36’ back-to-back (curb/gutter) street on a

variable width (50’/60’) right-of-way, approximately 1,415 lf,

and sidewalk on the east side directly behind the curb.

Assessment Rate: $64/LF for paving and $6/LF for sidewalk

Alleghany Drive from Yadkin Drive to Alamance Drive
$303,600

Requesting a 27’ back-to-back (curb & gutter) street on a 50’

Right-of-way, approximately 1,380 lf.

Assessment Rate: $32.00/LF.

Lineberry Drive from existing improvements to Alder Ridge Lane
$76,673

Requesting ½ of a 41’ back-to-back (curb/gutter) street on a

60’ right-of-way, approximately 403 lf, and sidewalk on the west side

and approximately 125 lf of sidewalk on the east side.

Assessment Rate: $32/LF for paving and $6/LF for sidewalk.

Freedom Drive/Rhyne Court from US Hwy 64 (New Bern Ave)
$1,035,125

to the end and Rhyne Court from Freedom Drive to the cul-de-sac

Requesting a 41’ back-to-back (curb & gutter) street on a 60’

right-of-way, approximately 3,185 lf, and sidewalk on the west

side of Freedom Drive and on the north side of Rhyne Court.

Assessment Rate: $32/LF (residential), $64/LF (non-residential)

for paving and $6/LF for sidewalk.

These petitions meet sufficiency requirements based on participation from at least 50% of the property owners who own at least 50% of the frontage.

Annual paving funds are available for these projects.

Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution-of-intent to schedule a Tuesday, September 6, 2005, public hearing for approval of the petitions and assessment rates as indicated.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Kekas – 7 ayes (Regan absent).  See Resolution 614.
GRANT AWARD – GOVERNOR’S HIGHWAY SAFETY PROGRAM – CITY TO ACCEPT; BUDGET TO BE AMENDED
The Raleigh Police Department applied for grant funding from the Governor’s Highway Safety Program.  There are two projects identified in the grant.  One is for residential speeding and the other is for traffic collision reconstruction.  The overall goal is to reduce the number of crashes, injuries and fatalities in the City.

A portion of the funding will be used to purchase speed detection equipment, radar trailers, and other items for the police department.

The remainder of the funding will be used for a Sergeant’s position to supervise the Major Accident Investigators needed for fatal traffic collisions and accident reconstruction.  This includes the purchase of equipment required for accident reconstruction and training of the Major Accident Investigators.

Total Federal funding from the Governor’s Highway Safety Program grant is $131,454 with a required City match of 25% or $19,630, which is available in account 100-0000-40016-000 - Controlled Substance Tax Reserve.

Recommendation:  Approve receipt of the grant, the City match and the following budget amendment:

The following account should be decreased by:

Revenue Accounts:

810-7249-51317-981
State Grants
$111,824.00

810-7249-51326-981
City Match
    10,630.00


$131,454.00

Expense Accounts:

810-7249-60001-982
Salaries
$  40,219.00

810-7249-61001-981
Employee Benefits
12,714.00

810-7249-71201-981
Travel
8,275.00

810-7249-75290-981
Capital Equipment-Other
    70,246.00


$131,454.00
Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Kekas – 7 ayes (Regan absent).  See Ordinance 879TF27.

GRANT – SECTION 319 NON-POINT SOURCE POLLUTION CONTROL – FRED FLETCHER PARK/PIGEON HOUSE BRANCH – APPROVED
The City has received notification of a federal grant award from the North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources (NCDENR) to construct a wet pond in Fred Fletcher Park near Glenwood Avenue to address water quality concerns in the Pigeon House Branch watershed.  Pigeon House Branch has been placed on the EPA 303(d) list for impaired waters and noted water quality problems due to levels of copper, fecal coliform and low dissolved oxygen.

This project is one of several initiatives by the City in this watershed to improve impaired water quality.  Sanitary sewer rehabilitation projects and monitoring/ studies to determine sources of fecal coliform and other pollutants are already in progress.  Stream restoration and stabilization projects are proposed for funding in the Stormwater Utility Capital Improvement Program over the next four years.  A public education program targeted to improve water quality is also planned.

The funding split for the wet pond in Fred Fletcher Park is as follows:

NCDENR
$328,000

City of Raleigh
$333,330

The City portion of the funding is available in account 470-9144-79001-975.

Camp Dresser & McKee, Inc. has previously completed conceptual designs for the wet pond at Fred Fletcher Park and it is recommended this firm be retained to complete final designs and contract specifications for this project.

Recommendation:  Administration would make the following recommendations to Council concerning this project and other Pigeon House Branch water quality improvements:

a) Accept the grant and authorize the City Manager to execute the agreement with NCDENR for the Section 319 Non-Point Source Pollution Control grant award;

b) Authorize the City Manager to negotiate and execute a design contract with Camp Dresser & McKee, Inc. for the wet pond at Fred Fletcher Park; and

c) Authorize Administration to seek grants from other agencies such as the Clean Water Management Trust Fund and the Ecosystem Enhancement Program for the wet pond at Fred Fletcher Park and other initiatives in the Pigeon House Branch watershed related to water quality including other best management practices, stream restoration and stabilization projects and public education programs.

d) Approve the following budgetary adjustments by increasing:

Revenue Account:

470-9144-51316-000
Federal Grants-Pass-Through
$328,000.00

Expense Account:

470-9144-79001-975
Fred Fletcher Park Retention Pond
$328,000.00
Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Kekas – 7 ayes (Regan absent).  See Ordinance 879TF27.

PUBLIC UTILITIES – BIOSOLID TRANSPORTATION – AWARDED TO MCGILL ENVIRONMENTAL SYSTEMS OF NORTH CAROLINA, INC.
A contract of $1,033,344 has been negotiated with McGill Environmental Systems of NC, Inc., for biosolid transportation, composting and/or disposal at the Neuse River Wastewater Treatment Plant.

Recommendation:  Approve the contract with McGill Environmental Systems of NC, Inc. (funds are available within the operating budget with additional funds being transferred).  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Kekas – 7 ayes (Regan absent).
PUBLIC UTILITIES – HAULING OF CLASS A BIOSOLIDS – BID AWARDED TO ALWAYS TRUCKING
A contract of $175,000 has been negotiated with Always Trucking, for hauling of Class A biosolids from the Neuse River Wastewater Treatment Plant.

Recommendation:  Approve the contract with Always Trucking (funds are available within the operating budget with additional funds being transferred).  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Kekas – 7 ayes (Regan absent).
PUBLIC UTILITIES – CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN AMENDMENT #1/ENSR – APPROVED
The City currently has an agreement with ENSR for the Correction Action Plan which was to identify alternatives as part of the comprehensive site assessment at the Neuse River Wastewater Treatment Plant.  Amendment #1 in the amount of $167,160 is for design of the alternative.

Recommendation:  Approve the contract with ENSR and the budgetary transfer.

Transferred From:

349-9305-79001-975
NRWWTP Reuse Pump Disinf Irr Impv
$167,160.00

Transferred To:

349-9172-79201-975
NRWWTP Land Application BMP’s
$167,160.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Kekas – 7 ayes (Regan absent).  See Ordinance 879TF27.

PERSONNEL – PUBLIC UTILITIES RECLASSIFICATION – APPROVED
Public Utilities currently has a vacant Water Treatment Plant Superintendent, which was approved with the budget adoption, classification #1026, position (5220-610, #005644), pay grade 42, in the Water Plant Division.  Due to the need to create a distinctive title and pay grade which will report to the Water or Wastewater Treatment Superintendent, it is requested to reclassify it to a Water or Wastewater Treatment Facility Manager, pay grade 40, class 1027.  Funds are currently available in the salaries account for the remainder of the current fiscal year.

Recommendation:  Approve reclassification of this request.  Upheld on the Consent Agenda Crowder/Kekas – 7 ayes (Regan absent).
BUDGET AMENDMENTS – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
The agenda presented the following recommended budget amendments:

Arts Commission - $1,052.92 – reducing corresponding expenditure account budget.
Fire Department - $200.00 – to accept a donation from the N.C. League of Municipalities to be used for fire education materials.
Inspections - $4,480.00 – to acquire professional services for a fire protection engineer to perform a peer review of the smoke management system at the RBC Center.  The RBC Center is reimbursing the City for this review.
The agenda outlined the revenue and expenditure accounts involved and the recommended budget amendments.

Recommendation:  Approval.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Kekas – 7 ayes (Regan absent).  See Ordinance 879TF27.

REIMBURSEMENT CONTRACTS – THOROUGHFARE FACILITY FEES – VARIOUS – APPROVED
The agenda presented the following thoroughfare facility fee contracts.

2005-#6 Thoroughfare Facility Fee

Beryl Road Partnership/

Pylon Drive/

Priority 1 Project

Total Reimbursement $1,785.53

2005-#7 Thoroughfare Facility Fee

Beryl Road Partnership/

Beryl Road/

Priority 1 Project

Total Reimbursement $3,658.46

Recommendation:  Approval of the contracts.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Kekas – 7 ayes (Regan absent).

REIMBURSEMENT CONTRACTS – MAJOR WATER AND SEWER – VARIOUS – APPROVED
The agenda presented the following major water and sewer reimbursement contracts.

Water Area 93 Contract #4

Wilco Properties

Construction of sewer mains 12 inch or over

Total Reimbursement $88,276.20

Water Area 93 Contract #11

Wilco Properties

Construction of 12 inch and larger water mains

Total Reimbursement $39,868.40

Recommendation:  Approve contracts.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Kekas – 7 ayes (Regan absent).
TRANSFERS – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
The agenda presented recommended transfers in the Public Utilities Department outlining the code accounts involved and the reasons for the recommended transfers.

Recommendation:  Approval of the transfers as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Kekas – 7 ayes (Regan absent).  See Ordinance 879TF27.

BIDS – SKYCREST/DOGWOOD ANNEXATION WATER AND SEWER IMPROVEMENT PROJECT – AWARDED TO BILLINGS & GARRETT, INC.
Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, bids were received and publicly opened on July 25, 2005, for the Skycrest/Dogwood Annexation Area I Water and Sanitary Sewer Improvements Project, with Billings & Garrett, Inc., submitting the low bid in the amount of $1,784,451.  Billings & Garrett, Inc., submitted a 15% MWBE participation plan.

Recommendation:  Approve the low bid of Billings & Garrett, Inc., in the amount of $1,784,451 and the budgetary transfer.

Transferred From:

320-8010-79001-975
Service Area Growth
$   600,000.00

325-8011-79001-975
Service Area Growth 
  1,184,451.00


$1,784,451.00

Transferred To:

320-9603-79202-975
Skycrest/Dogwood Annexation
$   600,000.00

325-9603-79202-975
Skycrest/Dogwood Annexation 
  1,184,451.00


$1,784,451.00
Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Kekas – 7 ayes (Regan absent).  See Ordinance 879TF27.

ELEVATOR MAINTENANCE SERVICE CONTRACT – AWARDED TO SOUTHERN ELEVATOR COMPANY
Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, bids were received and publicly opened on July 12, 2005 for an All Inclusive Maintenance Service Elevator Contract for City of Raleigh elevators and lifts.  Southern Elevator Company, Inc., the current contractor, submitted the low bid of $198,260 for the length of the contract term.

Recommendation:  Approve the low bid from Southern Elevator Company, Inc.  User departments provide funding.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Kekas – 7 ayes (Regan absent).
TRAFFIC – VARIOUS CHANGES – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
The agenda presented recommended changes in the traffic code relating to no parking school days on Harp/Haynes Streets, passenger loading zones on Cedar/Haynes Street, no parking zone on Kirkland Drive, traffic schedule update relating to Brier Creek Parkway, no loading zone on Lane Street.  The agenda outlined the exact locations involved and the reasons for the recommended changes in the traffic code.
Recommendation:  Approval.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Kekas – 7 ayes (Regan absent).  See Ordinance 880.
END OF CONSENT AGENDA
REX WELLNESS CENTER – DONATION OF EXERCISE EQUIPMENT ACCEPTED
Rex Wellness Center of Raleigh and Cary have donated 26 used treadmills for the Raleigh Police Department and Raleigh Fire Department.  The treadmills will be used at Police and Fire Stations throughout the City.

Recommendation:  Accept the donated exercise equipment.  Mr. Craven stated he had withdrawn this from the Consent Agenda to recognize and express appreciation to Rex Wellness Center for this generous donation.  He moved approval of acceptance of the exercise equipment.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Regan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on 7-0 vote.
SEWER MAIN EXTENSION – THORNTON ROAD – APPROVED
A request has been received from Winston Reginald Brooks, property owner, to extend an 8-inch sanitary sewer main to his property at 5501 Thornton Road.  The property is outside the City, but inside the City’s utility service area.  This extension will be built to City of Raleigh standards with the property owner bearing all cost.

Recommendation:  Approve the request to extend sanitary sewer in accordance with City of Raleigh standards.
Ms. Taliaferro pointed out there have been discussions in the Public Works Committee relative to a pending assessment against the property which had requested and had paid for a sewer main extension to serve their property some years back.  Now the City has come in and installed a sewer line adjacent to the same property and the property owner is being assessed and discussion is taking place in Committee as to whether that property owner should be exempt as the property owner has already paid for sewer to serve the property.  She questioned if we will run into the same situation here and questioned if the policy we have is correct.  Public Utilities Director Crisp pointed out the same situation could occur here.  He stated what we do is to inform the property owner that down the road the question of an additional assessment against the property could come up.  He stated the situation exists in other locations.  He pointed out the property owner needs the extension and the situation and possible future assessment will be explained.  Ms. Taliaferro questioned if we require the extension to be to City standards so that it could be extended in the future and it is possible that an additional assessment could be made against the property.  Public Utilities Director Crisp pointed out this is a residentially zoned property and the likelihood of subdivision or an additional assessment is low.  Ms. Taliaferro moved approval of the extension with the understanding that the City staff will explain there is a possibility an assessment to the property owner could occur later.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Regan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on 7-0 vote.
ASSESSMENT RATES – WATER AND SEWER – APPROVED – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
Each year an analysis is made of the costs for water and sewer line installations, which involve actual costs over five years, and the formula is as prescribed by General Statute.  Based on this analysis, the following adjustment in assessment rates is proposed:


Current
Proposed
8” Sanitary Sewer
$30.55/Foot
$35.30/Foot

6” Water
$24.17/Foot
$23.69/Foot

Recommendation:  Approve rate adjustment with rates applicable to projects approved for construction beginning July 1, 2005, and ending June 30, 2006.
Ms. Taliaferro pointed out she understands these new rates would be retroactive to July 1, 2005.  She wanted to make sure we will not go back and change assessments or catch property owners who have already received their bill or bills being increased.  City Attorney McCormick indicated that would not occur.  Anyone who has had an assessment confirmed the rate would not change.  Ms. Taliaferro moved approval of the new rates as recommended.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Regan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 612.
HOUSE CREEK GREENWAY TRAIL – CITY MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE AND EXECUTE DESIGN CONTRACT
The City has received nine proposals to provide design services for the preparation of construction documents and construction administration for the House Creek Greenway Trail.  The proposals have been evaluated and the top four rated firms in priority order are:

Wetherill Engineering, Inc.

Withers and Ravenel, Inc.

Stewart Engineering, Inc.

Sears Design Group

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to negotiate and execute a contract for design services for House Creek Greenway Trail with Wetherill Engineering, Inc.
Ms. Taliaferro stated she withdrew this from the Consent Agenda as there was no indication of cost.  City Manager Allen pointed out staff receives proposals and reviewed the qualifications and will negotiate a contract within the budget allocation.  Ms. Taliaferro stated she understands this is authorizing the City Manager to negotiate within budget with City Manager Allen pointing out that is correct.  Ms. Taliaferro asked what the budget is for this project with it being pointed out it is approximately $1.4 million for the entire project.  Discussion took place with it being pointed out staff has followed the standard procedure for selection of consultants.  It is based on an RFP and then negotiated within the budget allocation.  It is not low bid.  Ms. Taliaferro moved approval as outlined.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Regan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
TRANSFER – CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT – APPROVED
It is recommended that the following transfer be authorized:

Transferred From:

648-9250-79025-950
Owner’s Contingency
$1,297,175.00

Transferred To:

446-9376-79202-975
Underground Parking Deck
$1,297,175.00

Purpose:

To provide funds for asbestos remediation at the Raleigh Convention Center.

Mr. Craven stated he had some questions about this and requested that the item be held and discussed with the item under Report and Recommendation of the City Manager – New Underground Parking Deck – Authorization to Solicit Bids for GMP #1.  Without objection it was agreed to hold discussion and action on the transfer until that time.  See minutes under that section.
HONEYCUTT PARK – BID AWARDED TO HYTECH CONSTRUCTION COMPANY – FUNDS APPROPRIATED
Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, bids were received on June 16, 2005 for the development of Honeycutt Park.  There were three bidders with the following results:

HyTech Construction Company
$2,349,000.00

Barnhill Construction Company
$2,976,320.00

Triangle Grading and Paving
$4,193,910.07

All bids were over budget and were negotiated with the low bidder to get closer to the budget, bringing the contract down to $1,903,172.  The apparent low bidder was HyTech Construction Company at $1,903,172.  MWBE level of participation for this company is 18%.

Recommendation:  Approve the low bid from HyTech Construction Company, in the amount of $1,903,172 and authorize the budgetary transfer to establish funding.

Transferred From:

625-8400-79001-975
Project Reserve
$   388,000.00

636-8944-79001-975
Project Reserve
954,172.00

636-8400-79001-975
Project Reserve
     561,000.00


$1,903,172.00

Transferred To:

636-8400-79202-975
Construction
$1,903,172.00
Mr. Craven stated he had withdrawn this from the Consent Agenda to question the budget amount.  It was pointed out by the City Manager that negotiations brought the bid down to the budget amount.  Mr. Craven moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Regan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 879TF27.
TRAFFIC – NO PARKING ZONE REMOVAL ON CREEK SIDE DRIVE DENIED
It is recommended that the no parking zone on the south side of Creekside Drive, which is effective from 8:00pm to 7:00am Thursday through Sunday, be removed.

A letter has been received from the owner of the Longbranch requesting that the no parking zone located on the south side of Creekside Drive in front of his business be removed.  The zone was established in 1997, due to a nightclub located on Industrial Drive whose parking would spill over to the public street.  This nightclub is no longer in business; therefore the parking restriction is no longer necessary.

Recommendation:  Approve as recommended.

If approved delete from traffic schedule 13;

Creekside Drive, south side, in its entirety, from 8:00pm until 12:00am, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday and from 12:00am until 7:00am, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday.

If approved add to traffic schedule 13;

Creekside Drive, north side, beginning at a point 718 feet east of Wake Forest Road, from 8:00pm until 12:00am, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday and from 12:00am until 7:00am, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, continuing to Industrial Drive.

Ms. Taliaferro pointed out there are several nightclubs in this area.  The request to remove the no parking zone came from one of the nightclubs.  This would allow on-street parking to occur.  She stated Captain Overton who is in charge of the police district in this area doesn’t feel this would be wise thing to do.  She pointed out it is cramped parking situation now, a small street and on-street parking could cause more problems.  Ms. Taliaferro moved denial of the request.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas.  Mr. Craven stated he was going to request that the item be placed in committee for further study but has no problems with the motion.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Regan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED
Mayor Meeker presented the Planning Commission Consent Agenda indicating it would be handled in the same manner as the regular consent agenda.  He stated he had received a request from Mr. Crowder to withdraw Rezoning Z-45-05, a request from Mr. Craven to withdraw Z-46-05 and a request from Mr. Crowder to withdraw SP-33-05.  Without objection those items were withdrawn from the Planning Commission Consent Agenda.  Mr. Crowder moved the Planning Commission’s recommendation on the remaining items on the Consent Agenda be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Regan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  The items on the Planning Commission consent agenda were as follows:

REZONING Z-29-04 – GLENWOOD AVENUE – REQUEST FOR WAIVER OF TWO-YEAR WAITING PERIOD – APPROVED
This is a request for waiver of the 2-Year Waiting Period to allow the Planning Department to accept an application for rezoning on the subject property.  This property was heard at public hearing on May 18, 2004.  Without the granting of a special waiver, another rezoning request could not be heard prior to the May 16, 2006 public hearing.

CR-10855 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved.  Planning Commission’s recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Regan absent).
REZONING Z-40-05 – WOODBURN ROAD – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS
This request is to rezone approximately .20 acre, currently zoned R-6.  The proposal is to rezone the property to R-15 Conditional Use District.

CR-10856 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated July 26, 2005.  Planning Commission’s recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Regan absent).  See Ordinance 881ZC573.
TC-9-05 – GROUND SIGNS AND PDD’S – APPROVED AS REVISED
This request proposes to permit Planned Development Districts to erect low and medium profile ground signs on the perimeter of the master plan development when buildings are located closer than 30 feet to the public street right-of-way.

CR-10859 from the Planning Commission recommends that this text change be approved, as revised.  Planning Commission’s recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Regan absent).  See Ordinance 882TC270.

TC-13-05 – ZONING NOTIFICATION LETTERS – APPROVED
This request is to amend the Zoning Code to allow the use of First Class Mail as a means of notification for Civil Penalties.

CR-10860 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved.  Planning Commission’s recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Regan absent).  See Ordinance 883TC271.
END OF PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA

REZONING Z-45-05 – LYNN ROAD – APPROVED WITH REVISED CONDITIONS
This request is to rezone approximately 1.70 acres, currently zoned R-4.  The proposal is to rezone the property to O&I-1 Conditional Use District.

CR-10857 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated June 28, 2005; and that the Comprehensive Plan be amended to shift the policy boundary line to include these parcels on the nonresidential side of the policy boundary line.
Mr. Crowder stated he withdrew this from the Planning Commission Consent Agenda to point out there were revised conditions dated July 28, 2005.  Planning Commission Chair Everett explained the case and the discussion which took place at the Planning Commission.  He pointed out the property includes some dilapidated homes and the Planning Commission felt O&I would be better than what is there now.  The recommendation also includes an amendment to shift the policy boundary line.  Mr. Crowder moved approval of the Planning Commission’s recommendation with the revised conditions dated July 28, 2005.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Regan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 881ZC573.
REZONING Z-46-05 – LIGON MILL ROAD – REFERRED TO COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE
This request is to rezone approximately 166.20 acres, currently zoned Wake County R-30.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Rural Residential and Conservation Management.

CR-10858 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved, as revised to Rural Residential (77.7 acres) and Conservation Management (88.5 acres).
Planning Commission Chairman Everett explained there were some discussions and suggestions from the CAC relative to the proposed zoning and the Planning Commission agreed and recommended the Rural Residential and Conservation Management zoning.  Mr. Craven asked that the item be referred to Comprehensive Planning Committee.  He stated when the Committee discusses the item he would like to have information on the zoning of all other parks in the City.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas.  Mayor Meeker stated without objection the item would be referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee and the information requested by Mr. Craven could be provided.
SP-33-05 – GLENWOOD PLACE – REFERRED TO COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE
This is a request for a 236,000 office complex comprised of two 5 story buildings, one of which may incorporate a hotel, and two parking decks (one 3 story one 5 story) on a 5.87 acre site zoned Office and Institutional-2 Conditional Use District.

CR-10861 from the Planning Commission recommends approval with conditions.
Planning Commission Chairman Everett explained the discussion which took place at the Planning Commission relating to phasing, a sanitary sewer line that would need to be moved and pointed out there was a great deal of discussion on architecture, landscaping and the visual aspects of this development.  Mr. Crowder stated he would like to put this item in Comprehensive Planning Committee as he would like to look at it a little closer and spoke briefly about the buffer yard in the area.  Without objection the item was referred to Comprehensive Planning Committee.

SPECIAL ITEMS
SU-2-05 – RIRA PUB AND RESTAURANT – OUTDOOR AMPLIFIED ENTERTAINMENT PERMIT – APPROVED
During the July 19, 2005 Council meeting a public hearing was held to consider a request for a special use permit to present outdoor amplified entertainment on RiRa Pub and Restaurant’s outdoor patio from Thursday thru Sunday between the hours of 1:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. for a period of 12 months.  The events proposed to be located entirely on private property.  The action of the Council was to approve the request and directed that it be placed on this agenda to consider proposed findings of fact and conclusions of law were as follows:
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SU-2-05
IN RE:  RI RA PUB AND RESTAURANT

On July 19, 2005, the Raleigh City Council held a hearing to receive evidence in the matter of SU-2-05, a request to provide outdoor amplified entertainment at Ri Ra Pub and Restaurant at 126 North West Street, Thursday through Sunday between the hours of 1:00 pm to 11:00 pm for a period of 12 months.  As a result of that hearing and the testimony and other evidence received there the City Council makes the following findings of fact and conclusions of law.

FINDINGS OF FACT


1.  All parties necessary to the determination of this request were properly notified and were or had the opportunity to be represented at the hearing.


2.  Raleigh City Code §12-5003 requires the following conditions be satisfied before an amplified entertainment permit may be issued.

a. The establishment’s proximity to residential areas, schools, churches, and health care facilities.

b. The establishment’s history of compliance or noncompliance with noise and nuisance law.

c. Access with respect to pedestrian and automotive safety, traffic flow and emergency service.

d. Intensity including such considerations as size, location, hours and/or conditions or operation, and number of participants.

e. Landscaping, screening, fencing with respect to protecting affected properties from anticipated noise, loss of privacy, and glare; preserving of important natural features; or harmonizing the request with affected properties.

f. Control or elimination of noise, dust, vibration and lighting.

g. The proposed use will not adversely impact public services and facilities such as parking, traffic, police, etc., and that the secondary effects of such uses will not adversely impact on adjacent properties.  The secondary effects would include but not be limited to noise, light, stormwater runoff, parking, pedestrian circulation and safety.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW


1.  The requirements of the Raleigh City Code have been met and the applicant is entitled to a Special Use Permit.


2.  Pursuant to the provisions of G.S. 160A of the North Carolina General Statutes, the City Council is empowered to place conditions upon a special use permit.

3.  The request made in SU-2-05 is hereby approved.

Ms. Taliaferro moved approval.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Regan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER
AFRICAN AMERICAN CULTURAL CONSORTIUM PROGRAM ANALYSIS AND FEASIBILITY REPORT – RECEIVED – TO BE PLACED ON SEPTEMBER 6, 2005 AGENDA AS A SPECIAL ITEM
As a result of the October 5, 2004 Council meeting, staff received authorization to proceed with a feasibility study to determine the possibility of co-locating three organizations on one site.  These meetings have been led by The Freelon Group, Inc. and the City of Raleigh Planning Department.  Phil Freelon will present the report to Council.  A copy of the report is in the agenda packet.

The African American Cultural Consortium Program Analysis and Feasibility Report is now complete and ready for review by the City Council.

Recommendation:  That the report be received.
Mr. Freelon pointed out his group was contracted by the City of Raleigh to conduct a program analysis and feasibility study of the proposed African American Cultural Consortium.  The consortium includes the Martin Luther King Resource Center, the Pope House and the African American Cultural Complex.  Mr. Freelon recognized the excellent work of the Planning staff in helping with the study.  He gave a background of his group’s work with all three entities, gave a schedule of the work including information gathering, user interviews, draft programs, concept sites and stakeholder meetings.  He explained each part and gave details of the preliminary program summary.  He gave information on the site consideration pointing out the study area is bound by South Wilmington, East Lenoir, Blount and East Cabarrus Street pointing out the area is occupied primarily by surface parking.  He went through the various schemes pointing out Scheme B seems to be the best approach.  He talked about the stakeholders meetings and pointed out they realized that moving forward would require land acquisition and further work and analysis such as economic feasibility, detailed programming, continued user and stakeholders input, further coordination with Shaw University, expiration of funding sources and analysis of land acquisition cost.  That is not a part of the work that they were commissioned to do.
Mayor Meeker questioned if this presentation will be made to the County with Mr. Freelon pointing out they would be glad to do so if they are invited.  Mayor Meeker questioned if the three members of the consortium have provided direct input or comments on the study.  He also questioned if there had been any thought as to other groups that could be located in the facility.  City Manager Allen pointed out the City has not done any planning for that block.  He stated Shaw University has talked about potential for the block but there have not been any direct discussions or proposals.
Mayor Meeker suggested holding the item and getting comments from the three consortium members, Shaw University and any businesses in the area.  He also suggested making the presentation to the County and placing this as a special item on the September 6, 2005 meeting at which time the Council could receive comments from those involved and make a decision as to how to move forward.  Mr. Freelon recognized James Utley who has been very involved and played an important role in the work.

Mayor Meeker stated without objection the item would be placed on the September 6, 2005 agenda and staff could get comments from the three members of the consortium, Shaw University and the two active businesses if they want to make comments and Mr. Freelon could check with the County to see if they wanted to receive the report.  Mayor Meeker mentioned the Urban League and whether they might need office space.  Mr. West pointed out it would be good to get all of the information pulled together and go back to the consortium groups and see if their shared vision is still as strong as it was initially.  He stated it would be good to pull all the members together.
PARKING DECK – NEW UNDERGROUND – VARIOUS ACTIONS APPROVED
Holder Construction Company, the Construction Manager at Risk (CMAR) seeks authorization to solicit bids for GMP (#1) Demolition bid packages prior to establishing the Guaranteed Price.  This proposal is similar to the June 21, 2005 Skanska Barnhill proposal for GMP #4.  Authorizing Holder to seek bids under the POST BID GMP process, it is estimated, may save as much as 30 days or more by beginning the bidding of the demolition and asbestos remediation of the existing Convention Center earlier.  Additional backup material is included in the agenda packet.  The CM at Risk, the Designer and City Administration believe that this approach will benefit the project schedule and allow the very critical time compression of the work schedule.
Approval of this authorization to proceed with public bidding affects principally asbestos remediation and demolition.  The proposed schedule calls for beginning abatement on September 13, 2005 and completing remediation and demolition by January 30, 2006.

The estimated cost of GMP #1, demolition and required asbestos remediation in the amount of $3,600,762 can be funded by a combination of the funds already designated for the demolition plus an allocation of $1,297,175 of Owner Contingency from the Convention Center project consistent with the budget previously submitted.

Recommendation:  Approve : (1) a transfer of funds from the Owner’s Contingency in the Convention Center project to the Parking Deck project in the amount of $1,297,175 and (2) authorize Holder Construction Company, the CMAR to advertise the work included in GMP #1 bid package(s)  for public bids and subsequently if bids received are within current estimates, authorize the City Manager, subject to City Attorney’s approval, to execute an amendment to the CM Construction Services Agreement establishing a Guaranteed Maximum Price not to exceed the amount of $3,600,762.  Other funds are in place.
City Manager Allen explained the item pointing out Council received additional information in their agenda packet concerning this issue.  He explained the proposal.  He explained what is before the Council is the best estimate of the post bid for Holder Construction Company – the Construction Manager at Risk.  He talked about the information included in the agenda packet relating to the discovery of friable asbestos containing material in the existing Convention Center.  He referred to a memorandum dated July 28, 2005 entitled, “Underground Parking Deck Project – Existing Convention Center Demolition.”  He went over the memorandum as follows:
Information came to light the week of July 18th regarding the discovery of Friable Asbestos Containing Material in the existing Convention Center.
Friable Asbestos Containing Material has been discovered to be present in the following locations:

1. The steel space frame structure supporting the existing Convention Center roof.

2. The boiler flue.

Non-Friable Asbestos Containing Material has also been determined to be present in the following locations:
1. Main arena roof felts.

2. Flashing materials and mastic around the coping edges of the other 1975 era roof areas.

3. Caulking joints between the exterior pre-cast concrete panels.

4. Floor tile and mastic.

5. HVAC piping insulated joints.

The project team immediately began brainstorming the possibilities of alternative processes to mitigate the impact.  Factors considered included:

· Potential 60 to 90 days needed to remove the friable asbestos
· The Council meeting schedule for August (one meeting)

· Consequential impact to the Hotel development schedule

· General contracting direct bid without using Holder Construction Company (CMAR)

· Reopening the Wilder’s Grove Landfill to accept asbestos containing materials

· Limited number of qualified bidders, i.e., demolition firms that have asbestos remediation divisions

· Remediation work start by September 12 is possible

· Coordination, conflicts and overlap between remediation and demolition activities

· Disposal costs versus time and costs to remove asbestos containing materials from demolition debris

· State requirement for 10 days notice after executed remediation contracts are in place
· Erosion control permitting requirements

Under this proposal we can still potentially be underway with move in for remediation by about the 12th of September.
The conclusion reached in discussions with the CMAR and Design team is that the recommended Post Bid GMP process holds the most potential to provide flexibility to mitigate the potential schedule impacts.
It is expected the friable asbestos remediation will cost approximately an additional $1,300,000.  This additional expense is proposed to be funded from the available Owner’s Contingency in the Convention Center fund.  Demolition of the existing Convention Center was originally a work item for the New Convention Center project in order to provide the site for the hotel.  Demolition funds were transferred to the parking deck project fund when this project was approved.
The use of the Owner’s Contingency funds for this purpose will largely use up this funding source for the Convention Center project at this time.  However, as discussed with the City Council and Board of Commissioners previously, anticipated investment earnings on bond proceeds can be a future source for unforeseen conditions should those funds be approved for use in the project budget.  Also, some bid savings (credits) on GMP#2 are expected to be realized soon and sales tax reimbursements on both the convention center and the parking deck projects may also be realized in amounts larger than are currently budgeted, providing additional capacity for contingency items.
He indicated the estimated cost of GMP’ is $3.6 million and to fund this would require allocating money from the Owners Contingency and that would use up most of the allocated contingency.  He talked about the estimates thus far, contingencies and efforts to be conservative.  He stated if we use up all of the contingencies from GMP 1 through 4 we would probably need other funding and talked about the interest earnings and the recommendation.
Mayor Meeker pointed out as he understands the funds being used are interlocal funds with the City Manager pointing out that is correct.

Ms. Kekas questioned why we were off so much in our estimates of asbestos with Ms. Taliaferro pointing out we knew the age of the building and expressed concern that we did not plan better as it relates to this type asbestos.  She stated the amount of asbestos does not surprise her and she too is concerned that we were off so much.  She also pointed out in the information provided she didn’t see anything about the exact cost and questioned how much we allocated and exactly how much we were off in the allocation.  She questioned how much money was allocated for the demolition with Construction Project Administrator Baker pointing out some $800,000 in hard cost.  She again questioned how we could be off in our estimates that much and did not foresee the amount of asbestos.  She stated we have the history of the building, know the age, etc., and being off this much concerns her greatly.  Mr. Baker pointed out there had been investigations and reports done in the past and it did not show up.  He stated the amount of friable asbestos was very surprising.  Mr. Crowder questioned if we did not do investigations when making the estimates of if we just relied on previous reports.  Mr. Baker pointed out prior to the budget being setup there was a Phase 1 done.  It was a typical Phase 1.  There was no comprehensive study done.  Mr. Crowder again pointed out everyone knew there was probably asbestos and questioned why an additional study was not done.  Mr. Baker pointed out again there had been previous reports, a lot of renovations at the Convention Center and it was felt that the asbestos had been removed.  He stated there were two surprising components one was friable asbestos on the steel frame structure supporting the Convention Center roof as well as the boiler flues.  He stated in all of the renovation and upgrading at the Convention Center those had not been touched or tested.  He pointed the steel frame and the boiler flues have painted type material and no one knew it contained the friable asbestos.  He pointed out the ceiling was sprayed and it had been tested.  In addition non-friable asbestos was found in the caulking joints between the exterior pre-cast concrete panels and in other locations.
In response to questioning from Ms. Taliaferro, Mr. Baker pointed out the Convention Center project is not quite 10 percent complete and there is about 1 percent or less of the allocated contingency left.  How contingencies were allocated was talked about with City Manager Allen pointing out it was felt under normal circumstances the contingencies were well founded and if we need to add additional contingencies it could come from sales tax and interest earnings.  It was felt the $1.3 million that will need to go to asbestos would be available for GMP’s 5 through 7.  Ms. Taliaferro stated she would like to see additional information as to what was budgeted for asbestos, the Convention Center, demolition, etc., as well as projected costs.  She stated the narrative form of the report concerns her.  Mr. Craven questioned if it is staff’s position that the project is still on schedule and within budget.  Mr. Baker pointed out this latest news does have an impact as the hotel will be delayed by about 1 month.  The Convention Center is scheduled for opening in January and the hotel would be February.  Mr. Craven again questioned if we are still within the parameters of the original budget.  Mr. Baker talked about what has been allocated as it relates to contingencies but hasn’t been spent.  He talked about the possibility of approximately $1 million credit which will come back and offset the asbestos removal cost.  How the prices for demolition of GMP 1 was set and the fact that the market has to speak before we will know where we are.
Mr. Isley pointed out we have to go through this abatement process.  He stated it is something that is out of our control.  He stated it is disappointing and it is something we could have controlled had we done testing.  He stated he is greatly troubled by the fact that we have allocated all of the contingencies with the exception of approximately 1 percent and he hopes staff, construction manager at risk and everyone will take every opportunity as we proceed.  Mr. Crowder moved approval of the recommendations as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Regan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
Mr. Crowder moved approval of the transfer of the $1,297,175 to provide funds for asbestos remediation.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Regan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 879TF27.
CERTIFICATES OF PARTICIPATION – EQUIPMENT FUNDS/BARWELL ROAD/BRIER CREEK PARKS; PUD OPERATION CENTER FINANCING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED SETTING PUBLIC HEARING FOR SEPTEMBER 6, 2005
To proceed with the issuance of not to exceed $45,000,000 Certificates of Participation for the purpose of funding certain equipment related to the City’s Equipment Fund, the City’s participation in the Barwell Road/Brier Creek Park sites and the City’s purchase of the PUD Operations Center, it is necessary for Council to pass a resolution making certain findings and determinations regarding the financing of certain public facilities and equipment for the City pursuant to an installment financing agreement (the Agreement); approve the filing of an application with the Local Government Commission for approval of the Agreement; and, set a public hearing on the matter for Tuesday, September 6, 2005 at 7:00 p.m.

Recommendation:  Approve the above resolution and authorize related actions.
City Manager Allen explained all of these items are included in the FY-05/06 budget and debt model.  He talked about the rolling stock and equipment purchases pointing out instead of financing each individually it was felt it was best to lump them all together with the Barwell/Brier Creek/Public Utilities Operation Center.  Ms. Taliaferro moved approval.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Regan absent).  The Mayor ruled motion adopted.  See Resolution 615.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION

OF THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE – QUARTERLY REPORT – RECEIVED
Council members received the quarterly report outlining the City’s marketing and economic development programs efforts for April through June, 2005.  Adrienne Cole was present to answer questions.  Ms. Taliaferro expressed appreciation to the Chamber for their continued work on the City’s behalf.  The report was received.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF

THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE
SP-14-05 – J&R AUTO SALES – TO BE PLACED ON SEPTEMBER 6, 2005 AGENDA AS A SPECIAL ITEM
Mr. Crowder reported by split vote the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends upholding the Planning Commission’s recommendation for approval of SP-14-05 as outlined in CR-10848.  Mr. Crowder pointed out he was the descending vote.  He stated his concern relates to the site plan approval standards which includes traffic impacts pointing out with the location of this facility could have negative traffic impact on the neighborhood.  He stated there was discussion about the feeling that there would be no traffic through the neighborhood but there was no guarantee.  He stated he does not feel this plan complies with the site plan standards.  He stated even though the Committee recommendation is to approve the site plan his point of view is to recommend denial.
Mr. Craven pointed out the Committee was presented with a site plan which complies with all of the conditions of the zoning and it had received a recommendation for approval from the Planning Commission and complies with all applicable ordinances.  He stated it was the opinion of some that traffic would go through the neighborhood but there was no traffic analysis done.  He stated it appears this is the type use that you would not want in a residential neighborhood but pointed out it is proposed to be located on a major thoroughfare, it is properly zoned, the Appearance Commission recommended approval and the applicants are saving the one tree on the site.
Ms. Taliaferro spoke about the hours of operation pointing out the Committee had received a request from the petitioner to defer action on the plan as the petitioner wants to continue to work with the neighborhood.  She stated it may not make any difference but at the request of the applicant and the community she feels the delaying to allow an opportunity for further discussion would be good.  Mayor Meeker stated he feels if approved it would negatively impact the neighborhood.  Mr. Isley pointed out it has been a curious case.  Initially the CAC’s said they were supporting the case and he understands the petitioner is willing to limit all activities on Sunday but again stated it is a unique case particularly as it relates to the varying degrees of how the winds have shifted from support to opposition.  Mr. West stated he rode by the area a couple of times recently and he is not sure the plan is compatible with the surrounding area.  Ms. Kekas stated she would be willing to hold the item but she is not sure she will change her vote.  Without further discussion it was agreed to place the item on the September 6 agenda as a special item.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION
OF THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
CURBSIDE SOLID WASTE PROGRAM – HELD IN COMMITTEE
Chairperson Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends that this item be removed from the agenda with no further action taken.  It is understood if problems or questions arise relative to enforcement, etc., Solid Waste Services could bring concerns back to Council.
Mr. West stated he hopes removing the item from the agenda does not send the wrong message to our citizens pointing out there are some on-going issues relative to appearance.  He stated one problem is that the cans are left on the street all the time.  He pointed out if the City requires its citizens to remove the cans from the curb and put the cans at the curb then the City should do the same.  Once the cans are emptied they should be placed back on the curb.  He questioned if there are other things that will pop up that the Council needs to stay on top of.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out there have not been any concerns that have come up recently that the Committee needed to mediate and the Mayor had asked Committees to cleanup their agendas.  She stated there haven’t been any new questions but the Public Works Committee would be glad to keep it as a standing item if the Council so desires.  Mr. Crowder pointed out one of the things the Council has heard about is the possibility of changing the hours for placing the cans at the curb and removing them from the curb.  City Manager Allen pointed out that has not been changed.  Mr. Crowder questioned how many enforcement officers we had.  He stated he sees cans at the street all the time.  A new group of freshmen have come into his district and we may need some educational efforts.  Ms. Taliaferro stated the Committee would keep the item in Committee as a standing item.
Mr. West again stated one of the concerns he hears is that our sanitation workers leave the cans in the middle of the street.  Mr. Isley stated he wished we had not gone to this system to start with.  He stated, however, it seems to be working and expressed appreciation to the sanitation employees who have been dealing with this issue in extremely hot weather.  He stated he has heard few complaints.  He stated as we get into the fully automated system he feels there will be issues such as why boxes that are outside the City issued cans are not picked up.  Ms. Taliaferro stated the item would remain in Public Works Committee as an open item.
STORMWATER DETENTION DURING CONSTRUCTION – PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZED
Chairperson Taliaferro reported a proposed ordinance was in the agenda packet relating to stormwater detention during construction.  It is recommended that the item be scheduled for the September Zoning Hearing with the understanding if adopted, it would be effective 30 days from date of adoption and would apply to any plans submitted on or after the effective date.  Ms. Taliaferro moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Regan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE MEETING – CHANGE OF DATE ANNOUNCED
Ms. Taliaferro pointed out the Public Works Committee would meet only once in August and that would be August 31 at 2:00 p.m.  The regular scheduled meetings would be canceled.  The comment was received with direction to change the calendar.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF

THE RALEIGH AREA DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
RALEIGH AREA DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY STATUS RECEIVED BUDGET APPROVED
The Raleigh Area Development Authority Board of Directors would like to make a report to City Council regarding the status of the program with a budget presentation.

Attending will be Stanley Green, Chairman of the Board, and Wallace Green, Interim President of the Corporation.

Wallace Green was at the meeting to ask the Council for approval of the contract agreement between RADA and the City of Raleigh which will facilitate the transfer of funds that have been approved by the Southeast Raleigh Assembly.  He pointed out this will help with the startup of the organization, approve the officers, two staff members and pointed out they have arranged for temporary office space.  He stated this will allow RADA to begin the implementation of the Hammer Siler report and pointed out they will be working for development of mortgages, small businesses, community development, economic development focus.  They will be developing a small business loan program.  In response to questioning from the Mayor it was pointed out funds for RADA have previously been set aside in the Southeast Raleigh Assembly budget, $75,000 for FY 05 and $57,250 for FY 04 for a total of $207,000, $203,600 is included in the proposed FY 06 budget.
Mr. West stated he would like to move approval of the agreement with the caveat on the funds pointing out it was his understanding $75,000 and $45,000 or a total of $120,000 have been set aside in 03 and 04 and that should be the total amount of funds authorized or transferred to RADA.  It is very important for the Southeast Raleigh Assembly to go through the budget process, therefore, he would move approval of the contract and the transfer of $120,000 from the prior budgets and ask Southeast Raleigh Assembly to look at the other funds pointing out he just feels it should go through the regular budget process and so moved.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Regan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
Mr. West pointed out RADA grew out of the Southeast Raleigh Assembly and explained the purpose of RADA.  He stated to achieve what we have been looking at it is a very important challenge to RADA and we have to continue to look at the interrelationships between SERA, RADA and Community Development to make sure that we have the synergy needed in the approach.  Mr. Green pointed out they have spent time with Community Development and are working in covert with their 5-year plan.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF COUNCIL MEMBERS
LIONS PARK – TRANSFER OF TEAMS TO LAUREL HILLS – INFORMATION REQUESTED
Ms. Kekas pointed out she understands some of the teams which utilize Lions Park have been transferred to Laurel Hills and she would like to know why.  She stated she understands the kids are having to be bused and just would like a report on exactly what is occurring.  City Manager Allen pointed out staff will provide a report.  He pointed out it is a football league that has been transferred and the transfer was because of the condition of the fields, etc.  He stated a written update would be provided.  Mr. West pointed out he has been involved in this issue and he thinks all of the issues have been fully resolved.  He thinks everyone feels pretty good about the outcome and hopes that the team can get back to Lions Park as soon as possible.
CAROUSEL – INFORMATION REQUESTED
Ms. Kekas stated she understands that a new employee used the wrong type cleaner on some of the animals at the Pullen Park Carousel and it has caused a fair amount of damage.  She stated she would give the information she received to Mr. Allen and would like for the Council to receive a report.

PLANNING – CHANGE OF USE – INFORMATION REQUESTED

Mr. Crowder pointed out along Wilmington Street and some other major thoroughfares we have restaurants, convenience stores, etc., that have gone dark and have resurrected themselves in such things as car dealerships.  He pointed out we see a lot of change of use and in the particular case he is mentioning he understands a site plan doesn’t necessarily come in because he understands staff is saying that the parking requirements are less, therefore, there is no approval process, no upgrade of landscaping basically no control.  He asked if staff could come back with a recommendation as to how to deal with this pointing out it is becoming a major problem along areas such as Wilmington Street.  City Attorney McCormick pointed out it depends on the change of use and whether the new use is a higher or less intensive use.  He suggested maybe the Planning Department could look at the issue and bring recommendations.  Without objection the item was referred to Administration.
LOBBYIST – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mr. West pointed out he had received a call from Reginald Holland one of Senator Dole’s staffers.  He stated he was told that Senator Dole’s staff is very impressed with Angel Wright-Feldman pointing out she has visited with them in Washington on a couple of occasions and they feel she is doing an outstanding job.  Mr. West stated it was a totally unsolicited phone call.  Mayor Meeker suggested that the Council remember that comment when deciding whether to extend the outside federal lobbyist contract.
FALLS WATERSHED – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mayor Meeker pointed out he met recently with the Chair of County Commissioners of Granville County and plans to meet with representatives of other counties.  He pointed out the purpose of the meeting related to the Falls Trust land acquisition.  He stated most of the land is in other jurisdictions but pointed out they seem to want to acquire the land for the trust.
BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE – MEETING SCHEDULE – ANNOUNCED
Mayor Meeker pointed out the regular meetings of the Budget and Economic Development Committee for August have been canceled.  There will be only one meeting in August and it is scheduled for August 30.
BOND REFERENDUM – COMMITTEE – ESTABLISHED
Mayor Meeker stated he feels it would be helpful to have a small committee put together to help promote and educate the public on the two upcoming bond issues.  He stated he had contacted Council members and asked that they submit names.  Mayor Meeker submitted the name of Sally Ricks.  Mr. West submitted the name of Courtney Crowder.  Ms. Kekas submitted the name of Lisa Snyder.  Ms. Taliaferro submitted the name of Patty Pilaranos.  Mr. Isley submitted the name of Harvey Schmitt one of his staff members.  Mr. Craven pointed out he had not been able to find someone who is willing to serve in that capacity unless he could guarantee them there would be no tax increase to cover the bonds.
Mayor Meeker suggested that the City Clerk contact Sally Ricks to determine if she could serve and keep the listing open until the end of the week and Council members could pass names to him or the City Clerk.

TRANSIT – TRANSIT OVERLAY ZONING – INFORMATION REQUESTED
Ms. Taliaferro pointed out the Triangle Transit Authority has put out an RFP for master developers around the transit stops.  She pointed out there had been a lot of discussion by the City relative to transit overlay zoning and while this issue is moving forward she wants to make sure that the City has the appropriate overlay zoning in place.  She asked that staff coordinate with the Triangle Transit Authority to make sure we are moving ahead in tandem.  Mr. Crowder pointed out staff is way ahead of the game pointing out four of the stations are in the Southwest Planning District and the transit overlay zoning is a part of the update in that process.  Ms. Taliaferro stated she just wanted to make sure we have the overlays in place.
STORMWATER UTILITY – USE FOR BONDING – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
Ms. Taliaferro pointed out there has been some discussion about the possibility of utilization of the stormwater utility money for bonding purposes and asked that an item be referred to Public Works Committee to receive a report from Administration on the possibility of using some of the stormwater utility money to finance a bond.  Without objection the item was referred to Public Works Committee.
SIDEWALKS – SANDY FORKS ROAD – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION
Mr. Craven asked that staff provide information about the City’s sidewalk program that is where sidewalks are placed, etc.  He pointed out on Sandy Forks Road close to Falls of Neuse Road there is heavy pedestrian traffic but no sidewalks.  He pointed out there is a path worn along the side of the road and questioned if this is a location that sidewalks could be installed.

DRAINAGE PROBLEM – RAINWATER DRIVE – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION
Mr. Craven pointed out there seems to be a drainage problem in the first block of Rainwater Drive just off Falls of Neuse Road.  He asked Administration to look at the situation.

AMBASSADOR TO DENMARK – JIM CAIN – TO BE RECOGNIZED
Mr. Isley pointed out Jim Cain was recently appointed as Ambassador to Denmark.  He stated Mr. Cain appeared before the City Council on many occasions and worked with the City on many situations such as bringing the Hurricanes to Raleigh, representing the Hurricanes, the CIWWA, MEAC and other such events.  He stated he feels the City should do something to honor Mr. Cain’s appointment either adopting or presenting a proclamation, planting a tree or some type celebration.  The item was referred to Administration for a recommendation back as to how to honor Mr. Cain’s recent appointment.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY ATTORNEY
CHARTER AMENDMENTS – INFORMATION RECEIVED
City Attorney McCormick pointed out at the request of the City Council the General Assembly has passed a charter amendment as recommended by the recommendation of the Budget and Economic Development Committee.  This amendment authorizes the sale of certain equipment to retiring public safety employees and authorizes City employees to participate in the City housing program under the same terms and conditions as other eligible participants.  He pointed out he had provided Council members with a memorandum and expressed appreciation to the Senate and House members who helped get this charter amendment introduced.  He stated if the Council wants to proceed it should direct the City Manager to implement that program.  Mayor Meeker moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and put to roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Regan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
PCB TASK FORCE – COMMENTS RECEIVED
City Attorney McCormick provided Council members with a draft copy of the minutes from the July 26 PCB Task Force.  He stated the minutes have not been approved as yet but wanted Council aware of the work that is being done.
SIGNS – SPECIAL EVENTS – PROGRAM AUTHORIZED
City Attorney McCormick pointed out the City needs to develop a program which will allow community events that is events that attract in the neighborhood of 10 to 20,000 people to have some type limited signage along the highway to provide directions to the event.  HE stated if the Council wanted to proceed he would suggest that the Council allow the City Manager to approve limited directional signs for special events such as Special Olympics and similar type activities.  Mayor Meeker moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Regan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
APPOINTMENTS

APPOINTMENTS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN
The City Clerk reported the following results of the ballot vote:

Substance Abuse Advisory Commission – 4 Vacancies – No nominees.

Transit Authority – One Vacancy – Alternate member.  Mr. West and Ms. Taliaferro nominated Thomas Crompton.  The item will be carried over until the next meeting.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK

MINUTES – JULY 19 – APPROVED
Council members received in their agenda packets copies of the July 19, 2005 Council meeting.  Mayor Meeker moved approval as presented.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Regan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT ROLLS – VARIOUS – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
The following preliminary assessment roll(s) will be presented.  Adoption, which would set a public hearing to consider confirmation of cost on Tuesday, September 6, 2005, is recommended.

Paving AR 898 - Buffaloe Road Phase I

Sidewalk AR 355 - Buffaloe Road Phase I

Sidewalk AR 354 - Lake Dam Road

Sidewalk AR 356 - Lake Boone Trail

Water AR 1253 - Forestville Road (PU 1999-8, Joint Venture) 

Water AR 1253A - Forestville Road (PU 1999-8, Joint Venture) 

Sewer AR 1289 - Farmington Woods (PU 2001-2)

Sewer AR 1289A - Farmington Woods (PU 2001-2) 

Mayor Meeker moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Regan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 616, 617, 618, 619, 620, 621, 622 and 623.

TAXES – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
Council members received a proposed resolution, adjusting, rebating or refunding penalties, exemptions and relieving interest for late listing of property for ad valorem taxes in the agenda packet.  Adoption is recommended.  Mayor Meeker moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Regan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 624.
SURPLUS PROPERTY – 1916 HADLEY ROAD – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SALE ADOPTED
The property at 1916 Hadley Road was declared surplus on 3/2/2004 subject to the upset bid process with the understanding that use of the land would be restricted to single-family owner occupied use.  Margaret Medina has submitted an offer for this property for $78,000.  A report is in the agenda packet.

It is recommended that the offer of Margaret Medina be accepted with restriction to single-family owner occupied use.
Mayor Meeker moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Regan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 625.

AGENDA – ITEM ADDED TO REQUEST AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS
The City Clerk asked that an item relating to nuisance animals be added to request and petition of citizens portion during the night portion of the meeting.  Without objection the item was added to the night agenda.

CLOSED SESSION - HELD
Mayor Meeker stated a motion is in order to enter closed session pursuant to NCGS 143-318.11(a)(3) to consult with the City Attorney concerning a settlement in the matter of Hanson vs. City of Raleigh.  Mayor Meeker moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and the Council went into closed session at 2:30 p.m.
The Council reconvened in open session at 3:40 p.m. and the Mayor announced that the Council had consulted with the City Attorney relative to a pending lawsuit and advised the City Attorney how to proceed.  Mayor Meeker announced the meeting recessed at 3:41 p.m. to be reconvened at 7:00 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in a regular reconvened meeting on Tuesday, August 2, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, Raleigh, North Carolina, with all members present except Mr. Regan who was absent and excused.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

TRAIN ACCIDENT – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mayor Meeker pointed out there was a tragic train accident in the City of Raleigh early today.  He expressed appreciation to City officials who responded by taking the passengers to the Convention Center and helping the railroad company during this terrible time.

RAILROAD INTERSECTION – ADMINISTRATION TO INQUIRE
Mayor Meeker talked about the rail intersection with Fairview Road.  He asked that Administration contact NCDOT and Nofolk Southern relative to the side arm whistle that is being tested and the application at this intersection.

REQUEST AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

NUISANCE – RIGHT-OF-WAY ON NEW FALLS OF NEUSE/TOWNFIELD – WITHDRAWN
Dave Welker, 2204 Wakespring Court, had requested permission to discuss the City’s enforcement and accountability relative to lack of maintenance of right-of-way on New Falls of Neuse Road/Townfield and his understanding that nuisance laws do not apply for companies.  It was reported that Mr. Welker had withdrawn his request from this meeting.

TEXT CHANGE – CHANGEABLE COPY SIGNS – NO ACTION TAKEN
Jeremy Weitzel, Allkindsa Signs, had requested permission to appear before the Council to request the Council to consider a text change relating to Code Section 10-2083.2 - Changeable Copy Signs, and the elimination of Code Section 10-2083.2(7).  Mr. Weitzel pointed out he had talked with Larry Strickland concerning this item.  Mr. Weitzel pointed out a lot of churches, movie theaters, etc., now use changeable copy signs.  He pointed out, however, technology has changed and referred to the Hurricane signs, Fairground Sign and Farmer’s Market sign.  He stated those are in the fully animated mode and he understands they are on State right-of-way and that is how they are allowed.  He stated what he is requesting would not allow that type sign.  He talked about the 1979 sign ordinance which incorporated the code sections he is referring to pointing out they are pretty much the same as when adopted.  No one could really understand exactly why the sections were in the code.  He pointed out the code says that changeable copy signs cannot change their wording more than 4 times in a 24-hour period.  He pointed out currently this type sign is carefully constructed so that it can provide a constant array of messages.  He talked about organizations which use this type sign such as Walgreens, CVS, etc.  They are very expensive signs and he would like for the Council to consider changing the code which prohibits the changing of the message more than 4 times in any 24-hour period to allow the change of copy as much as every 30 seconds.  He stated he in no way wants the City to become a neon city such as Las Vegas.  He referred the Walgreen sign on Old Wake Forest Road and talked about how it would benefit the merchant to be able to change that sign more often.  He again stated he is not requesting animation of the signs which is used on the Hurricanes, Farmers Market and Fairground signs.  He pointed out the code talked about time and temperature signs being exempt and explained they are not as popular as they used to be.  He stated many organizations would like the opportunity to change their message and referred to changing gas prices and how it could be used to help provide the advertising and civic messages.  He pointed out many of these signs are at traffic signals and the changeable copy would allow better advertising and provide a driver with more information.  He referred to the amount of time a motorist is stopped at a traffic signal pointing out if sign is allowed to change every 30 seconds more information could be provided.  He talked about how many messages could be seen during a typical traffic light stop.  He stated he does not feel it would be a safety issue and because of new technology he feels it would be a benefit to the motoring public.

City Attorney McCormick indicated he would be against the change.  He explained the driving force behind the City’s sign ordinance is traffic safety and he feels Mr. Weitzel in trying to make his case made the case for not changing the ordinance as we do not want drivers reading signs while they are waiting for a light change.  They should be paying attention to traffic.  He pointed out the time and temperature issue in our current ordinance was somewhat a compromise and a way to grandfather in the two time and temperature signs that existed in Raleigh at that time.

Mr. Weitzel pointed out significant research has been done which states that signs pose little if no motorist hazard.  He stated if the City looked at the traffic accident history he does not feel it would be any more at the Fairgrounds or the Farmers Market than a typical similar intersection.

Mr. Croweder suggested that the City not take any action just continue with our current ordinance.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out the City has been making efforts to cleanup signs and she does not want to add any more clutter.  She feels a changeable sign would be a distraction for motorist.  No action was taken.

WOODLAWN MEMORIAL GARDENS, INC. – REQUEST FOR WAIVER OF RIGHT-OF-WAY DEDICATION – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
Attorney David York, 434 Fayetteville Street, representing Woodlawn Memorial Gardens, the owner of Carolina Biblical Gardens Cemetery, 3401 Creech Road, pointed out his client has made an application for permits to remove an office building and construct a replacement office building on the Carolina Biblical Gardens Cemetery property.  The net increase in office square footage is less than 3,000-square feet.  Attorney York stated because of the demolition of the existing building the permit application cannot be processed as a plot plan.  Although at the increase in square footage is within the range allowed for a plot plan, Woodlawn’s request is being processed as a site plan which triggers exactions.  The two exactions requested by staff are right-of-way dedication of an additional 15 feet along Creech Road and roadway improvements or a fee-in-lieu of roadway improvements.  Woodlawn respectively requests that the City Council waive these exactions as conditions of approval of the requested building permits.  He stated his client’s concern is twofold.  First, within the new right-of-way area there are in excess of 120 cemetery plots which have already been sold, more than 44 plots in which remains are interred.  The burden, expense, hardship and heartache of making such a dedication is severe.  Secondly, they do not feel that the impact of the proposed building justifies the exactions that is the right-of-way dedication and roadway improvements or fee-in-lieu of.  This additional space is not expected to generate additional traffic.  According to the Institute of Transportation Engineers Trip Generation Manual the traffic generated by a cemetery is determined by either acreage or number of employees not building size.  Neither of these categories will change due to the construction of the new building.  The new buildings additional square footage will provide families with space together indoors protected from the weather and to house maintenance equipment.  Attorney York indicated equity suggests that the right-of-way dedication and roadway improvements requested by staff are not warranted by the minimal impact of the proposed building, therefore, he is requesting that the Council waive these exactions from the approval of the requested building permit.  Attorney York presented maps showing the location of the existing building, proposed new building, proposed right-of-way dedication and the graves or lots that would be impacted.

City Manager Allen pointed out Creech Road is a major thoroughfare and this site has approximately 1,100 feet of frontage on Creech Road.  He pointed out eventually the improvement question will be dealt with and the City would have to acquire the needed right-of-way in the future which will require the City to relocate the graves or the City will have to widen the road asymmetrically which will impact existing single-family homes on the opposite side of Creech Road.  He suggested maybe the item should be discussed in committee.  Without further discussion the item was referred to Public Works Committee.

ANIMALS – LOFTON CIRCLE – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION
Betty J. Partin, 1405 Lofton Circle, explained how a pit bull attacked children on April 28 at 1328 Hazelnut inflicting serious bodily injury.  She stated she called 911, SPCA and others and the children were terrified and taken to Wake Med.  The dog was removed from the house by SPCA.  She stated there are one or two more pit bulls residing at the same address.  She pointed out she runs a daycare and has fears that other attacks will occur.  She stated there are many pit bulls running loose in their neighborhood.  She explained other people that have been attacked and pointed out the problems have not been dealt with properly and she was at the meeting to ask the Council to address why so many vicious dogs are loose in her neighborhood.  They are all around.  People let them run loose.  There have been several incidents of attacks or problems.

Animal Control Supervisor Bloomquist indicated he was contacted on April 21.  They went out picked up the dog and issued a citation to the owner who turned their animal over to the SPCA.  He stated on June 17 they received another call about a dog running loose and a citation was issued.  He told of receiving calls from Ms. Partin and actions they have taken.  He pointed out one of the problem areas Ms. Partin had called about the owner has moved.  He stated there have been three complaints since 2004.

Mayor Meeker questioned if Mr. Bloomquist has talked to Ms. Partin about the problem.  Mr. West questioned if there are other pit bulls at the problem areas with Mr. Bloomquist stating he has not been advised of any problems.  Ms. Partin talked about dogs on Hazelnut.  In response to questioning from Mr. West, City Attorney McCormick explained the code provision relative to nuisance animals.  Animal Control Supervisor Bloomquist was asked to meet with Ms. Partin and discuss any other problems in the area.
MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

UNFIT BUILDING DEMOLITION – 4118 OLD POOLE ROAD – HEARING – ORDINANCE TO BE EFFECTIVE IN 90 DAYS

This was a hearing to consider the adoption of an ordinance authorizing the demolition of the unfit buildings as listed below and pursuant to the provisions of Section 10-6131 of the Code of the City of Raleigh:
	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NO.
	TIME LAPSE

	4118 Old Poole Road
	Glen I. Hodge Jr. Inc.
	0006774
	123 Days


The Mayor opened the hearing.
Attorney Jeffrey Gray, 434 Fayetteville Street Mall, gave a history of notification pointing out the property was owned by a corporation and he was at the meeting to ask for an extension.  He pointed out this property is located on Old Poole Road and it was purchased by the current owner over 20 years ago as an investment property.  The structure has declined.  He pointed out when the property owner received the letter he was not as prompt as he should have been in responding.  Attorney Gray pointed out he has been working with the City Attorney’s office and had hoped to talk with the Housing Environmental Inspections.  He presented Council members with an affidavit of Larry D. Creech, Professional Engineer, which indicates that the property can be repaired and rehabilitated and the repairs to the structure should not exceed 50 percent of the value of the structure.  The engineer’s report says the structure is sound.  It does have some deterioration of skirting, wood rot and various nonstructural problems mostly cosmetic.  He stated the property owner is more then willing to make the repairs he does not want the house demolished.  He would like to bring it up to code and make it into an income producing property.  He would like an opportunity to make repairs.  In response to questioning, Attorney Gray stated his client would like to have 90 days or longer pointing out he has been advised by the City Attorney’s office if the Council does grant an extension and the repairs are not completed by that date the property would be demolished.  Inspections Director Ellis pointed out the property can be repaired and if the Council wishes to grant an extension of 90 days he would recommend making the ordinance effective in 90 days.  No one else asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Ms. Taliaferro moved adoption of an ordinance directing demolition with the understanding the ordinance would be effective in 90 days.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 884.
PUBLIC NUISANCE COST CONFIRMATION – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider the adoption of a resolution confirming the charges for the abatement of public nuisances as a lien against the property as listed below:
	LOCATION & COUNCIL DISTRICT
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NO.
	ABATEMENT

	1413 Battery Drive (C)
	Mark Thompson Bullock
	0078166
	$1,760.00

	2832 Henslowe Drive (D)
	Jason Andrew Miller
	0142219
	$282.00

	575 East Lenoir Street (C)
	The Lamp Group LLC
	0042093
	$2,047.00

	1431 South New Hope Road (C)
	Wayne Hunter Et Al
	0008232
	$2,547.00

	1436 Rock Quarry Road (C)
	Watson & Associates of Raleigh Inc.
	0074961
	$2,889.00

	1009 Seabrook Road (C)
	Neto C. & Paki A. Reid-Brossard

C/O Ines Reid & Carlos Brossard
	0057569
	$1,203.00


The Mayor opened the hearing on each case.  He explained that 2832 Henslowe Drive and 575 E. Lenoir Street should be withdrawn as the charges have been paid.  No one asked to be heard on the other cases, therefore, the hearing was closed.  Mr. Crowder moved adoption of a resolution confirming charges as amended and outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Regan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 626.

SIDEWALK REPAIRS – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – RESOLUTION DIRECTING REPAIRS ADOPTED
This was a hearing the consider the following sidewalk repairs:
LOCATION
TAX ID NUMBER
APPROXIMATE COST
125 Hawthorne Road
0055018
$224.00

1804 Hillsborough Street
0012512
$2,438.55

222 Hawthorne Road
0028662
$585.20

115 Forest Road
0071362
$434.00

216 Hawthorne Road
0046383
$688.80

111 Duncan Street
0014763
$224.00
This work is to be assessed at 100 percent of actual cost to the adjacent property owner in accordance with Section 6-2023 of the City Code with payment due upon completion or over a ten (10) year payment option period.

The Mayor opened the hearing on each case.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. West moved adoption of a resolution directing the repairs as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Regan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 627.
STREET CLOSING – STC-6-05 – VARNELL AVENUE – HEARING – CONTINUED UNTIL SEPTEMBER 6, 2005 MEETING
This is a hearing to consider the permanent closing of a portion of Varnell Avenue pursuant to petition, resolution of intent, advertisement and notification as required by law (STC-6-05).  Assistant Planning Director Betts explained the location pointing out this street doesn’t actually exist the property is within the parking lot at the dead-end of Varnell Street.  Whether the property is being redeveloped and the feeling that there should be a cul-de-sac at the end of the street if this is closed was discussed briefly.  The Mayor opened the hearing.
Steve Simpson pointed out he was representing DOBS, Inc., owner of the property.  He stated he has been working with this group of investors who had purchased the Beckanna Apartments.  He stated it is understood the right-of-way was dedicated in the 62/63 time period with the idea that Varnell would go to Glenwood Avenue.  He stated the right-of-way ends at the ditch.  The right-of-way does go through the parking lot of his client’s property and it seems that it could present some safety problems.  He stated the complex is approximately 50 percent occupied now and they are doing some work and renovation and they feel that the cut through could become a safety issue.
Heath Yarborough, 1811 Varnell Avenue, questioned why the owners petitioned to close the street.  He does not understand why they want it closed.  He stated the people in the neighborhood were not notified that petition had been received until July 28.  The signs were posted in the parking lot of Beckanna Apartments.  Several people called the number to get additional information, however, the recording said it was a nonfunctional number.  He stated it is not a question of whether they agree or disagree as the neighbors hadn’t had a chance to talk about it.  No one was notified of the petition.  They do not know what the owners want to do or what their plans are for the property.  They haven’t had a time to meet to discuss the issue.  He again stated he is not before the meeting to approve/disapprove his concern is based on the lack of notice which made it impossible for the neighbors to get together.  Mayor Meeker questioned if the item was held over until the September 6 meeting if that would give the neighbors an opportunity to meet and form a recommendation.
It was pointed out this drive is used by school buses, church buses, etc.  They stated no one knew how the traffic would flow if the street is closed.  Mayor Meeker suggested holding the item over to allow the neighbors an opportunity to meet and discuss the item, and get an aerial photograph of the area to show the traffic flow.  Ms. Taliaferro stated she had been informed that there was a long history behind this street and the City Clerk was asked to provide information on previous requests to close the street or discussions.
STC-7-05 – HALLMARK PLACE – HEARING – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CLOSING ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider the permanent closing of a portion of Hallmark Place pursuant to petition, resolution of intent, advertisement and notification as required by law (STC-7-05).  The Mayor opened the hearing.  Assistant Planning Director Betts explained the request, easements for utilities, etc.  No one else asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Ms. Taliaferro moved adoption of a resolution authorizing the closing as outlined.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Regan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 628.
STREET CLOSING – STC-8-05 – CLEARFIELD DRIVE – HEARING – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CLOSING ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider the permanent closing of a portion of Clearfield Drive pursuant to petition, resolution of intent, advertisement and notification as required by law (STC-8-05).  The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of a resolution authorizing the closing as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Crowder who voted in the negative (Regan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-1 vote.  See Resolution 629.
ANNEXATION PETITIONS – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTION ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider the following petitioned annexations.  If following the hearing the Council wishes to proceed, it would be appropriate to adopt ordinances annexing the properties effective December 31, 2005 and a resolution placing the properties in the appropriate electoral districts.

LOCATION
ELECTORAL DISTRICT
Ebenezer Church Road Townhouses
E

Griffis Glen Subdivision
C

John’s Pointe Subdivision
C
The Mayor opened the hearing on each location.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. West moved adoption of ordinances annexing the properties effective December 31, 2005 and adoption of a resolution placing the property in the appropriate electoral districts.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Regan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinances 885, 886, 887 and Resolution 630.

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT ROLLS – VARIOUS – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider adoption of a resolution confirming the following preliminary assessment rolls:

Sidewalk AR 352 - Brentwood Road according to charges outlined in Resolution 2005-579 adopted on July 5, 2005.
Paving AR 896 - Strickland Road East according to charges outlined in Resolution 2005-580 as amended adopted on July 5, 2005.
Paving AR 896A - Strickland Road East according to charges outlined in Resolution 2005-581 adopted on July 5, 2005.
Sidewalk AR 351 - Strickland Road East according to charges outlined in Resolution 2005-582 as amended adopted on July 5, 2005.
Sidewalk AR 351A - Strickland Road East according to charges outlined in Resolution 2005-583 adopted on July 5, 2005.
Paving AR 897 - Durant Road according to charges outlined in Resolution 2005-584 adopted on July 5, 2005.
Paving AR 897A - Durant Road according to charges outlined in Resolution 2005-585 adopted on July 5, 2005.
Sidewalk AR 353 - Durant Road East according to charges outlined in Resolution 2005-586 as amended adopted on July 5, 2005.
Sidewalk AR 353A - Durant Road East according to charges outlined in Resolution 2005-587 adopted on July 5, 2005.
The Mayor opened the hearing on each case.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Ms. Taliaferro moved adoption of resolutions adopting the preliminary assessment rolls as presented or amended.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Regan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolutions 631, 632, 633, 634, 635, 636, 637, 638 and 639.

REFERENDUM – SIXTY MILLION DOLLAR STREET IMPROVEMENT BONDS AND TWENTY MILLION DOLLAR HOUSING BONDS – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
This was a hearing to receive comments on the City’s proposed October 11, 2005 referendum for $60,000,000 Street Improvement Bonds and $20,000,000 Housing Bonds.  After the hearing, if Council desires to proceed with the referendum, it is necessary for Council to adopt the respective $60M Street Improvements and $20M Housing bond orders; direct the City Clerk to publish the bond orders in the News & Observer; pass a resolution calling for a bond referendum; direct the City Clerk to publish a notice of the referendum in the News & Observer; and, direct the City Clerk to deliver a certified copy of the resolution to the respective Wake County and Durham County Boards of Election within three days of the passage of the resolution.
The Mayor opened the hearing to the public.

Russell Capps, 7204 Halstead Lane, Raleigh, NC 27613 – Mr. Capps announced that the General Assembly had just passed legislation that combined payment of vehicle taxes with the registration of vehicles.  There will be one mailing a year, and the vehicle owner would have 45 days to pay.  This legislation is an effort to address the estimated annual $80 million in uncollected taxes in the State of North Carolina.
Mr. Capps said he spoke for himself and on behalf of the Wake County Taxpayer’s Association that they are very happy about the housing bond.  They also support the street improvements bond, but object to the traffic calming measure.  They recommend deleting traffic calming from the bond referendum and use the bond money for street improvements (pothole repairs, etc.).  Mr. Capps is trying to get the State to take care of its roads.
Daniel Coleman, 517 Rock Quarry Road, Raleigh, NC 27610 – Mr. Coleman supported the housing bonds, but asked consideration of the definition of “affordable housing.”  Should it be defined as a new 3-bedroom, 2-bath home or should the emphasis be put on the older neighborhoods, especially those built during the 1960’s and 1970’s?  The older homes only have three bedrooms and one bath, but focusing on those homes will prevent further deterioration of at-risk subdivisions through the attrition of homeownership and would help keep the cost of “affordable housing” affordable.
Tommy Oates, 3317 Trenton Road, Raleigh, NC 27607 – Mr. Oates supported the housing bonds, noting there is a good chance that half of the $20 million could be aimed at the population of Raleigh that makes 40% or less of the Wake County median income.  He said this was very important because this group was identified in the 2003 Karnes Report on Wake County as having a shortfall of 25,000 affordable rental units.  Mr. Oates believes this will do more to prevent homelessness than any other effort.
He then read into the record the written comments of Craig Chancellor, President of the Triangle United Way, P.O. Box 110387, Raleigh, NC 27709.  Mr. Chancellor strongly supports the housing bond and thanked the City Council for supporting community efforts to undertake and implement the Raleigh/Wake 10-Year Action Plan to End and Prevent Homelessness.  His letter urged the Council to give attention to individuals and families at 0-40% AMI a specific and high priority in the text of the proposed bond initiatives as it moves forward to public vote.
Mary Katherine Hinds, 310 Mulberry Street, Raleigh, NC 27604 – Ms. Hinds represented ROAR, and stated that these two bond issues are very important.  She requested that City staff attend a ROAR meeting to explain them to the members.
James T. Quinn, 512 Gardner Street, Raleigh, NC 27607 – Mr. Quinn is a member of the Board of Directors of the Downtown Housing Improvement Corporation, which voted formally to endorse the housing bonds.  The DHIC is grateful for the City of Raleigh’s financing which helped DHIC to leverage private capital to produce 1,000 homes over the years.  The DHIC realizes the importance of the housing bonds to the community and hopes that the City will devote more resources to serving very low income individuals and families.  Mr. Quinn thanked the City Council for placing the bond issue before the voters this fall.
Unidentified Speaker – This speaker stated that it is important to keep the public informed regarding millions of dollars to vote on.  He does not know what traffic calming is, and asked that it be explained to the voters.  (Mayor Meeker explained that it is an effort to slow down traffic through the use of traffic lights, low speed limits, and stop signs, but does not involve speed bumps or public transportation.)
Helen Tart, 611 Monroe Drive, Raleigh, NC 27604 – Ms. Tart supports the housing bond, but asked the Council to consider transportation for those people who might benefit from the housing bond, because the housing that is built is a long way from the facilities that serve the public.  These people have to spend thousands of dollars on a car to get where they need to go.  Ms. Tart is concerned about the street improvements bond, because to her it seems that the City is approving one every couple of years.  She realizes the City is trying to catch up to all the development that is taking place, and asked the Council to consider having developers pay for these street improvements.

William Kirkman, 3712 Eakley Court, Raleigh, NC 27606 – Mr. Kirkman stated that traffic calming reduces accidents and saves lives, and also helps lower insurance costs.  He asked that traffic calming be retained in the street improvements bonds.

Jason Hibbits, 2140 Ramsgate Street, Raleigh, NC 27603 – Mr. Hibbits attended the Southwest CAC meeting where information regarding the bonds was explained by City staff.  He suggested that other residents contact their CAC’s for similar information.  Mr. Hibbits supported both bonds.

Brief discussion took place on the fact that there is very broad support for the Housing Bond and for the Street Improvement Bond with the exception of traffic calming.  Mayor Meeker questioned if there could be a separate question as it relates to traffic calming.  Brief discussion took place on the timing and the fact that dividing the issue up would be a distinctive departure from the way we have done bond referendums in the past.  City Attorney McCormick pointed out the bond referendums would not authorize specific projects.  It is a question of whether to approve a bond referendum or not.  The procedure that has to be followed was discussed briefly.
Discussion took place on the traffic calming portion with it being pointed out by Ms. Taliaferro that the question was renamed traffic calming and pedestrian improvements.  Bond funds would cover major pedestrian projects as well.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the actions to proceed with the bond referendum.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Regan absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 640.

ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, Mayor Meeker announced the meeting adjourned at 8:18 p.m.
Gail G. Smith

City Clerk

Leslie Eldredge

Deputy City Clerk
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