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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session on Tuesday, January 3, 2006, at 1:00 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 West Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present:



Mayor Meeker



Mr. West



Ms. Craven



Mr. Crowder



Mr. Isley



Ms. Kekas



Mr. Stephenson


Ms. Taliaferro

Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Reverend Colin Benner, Triangle Vineyard Fellowship.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Council Member Crowder.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARD
FIRE PERSONNEL - RECOGNIZED
Mayor Meeker pointed out 9 Raleigh firefighters spent two weeks in December in Harrison County Mississippi helping in the recovery efforts from the devastation left by Hurricane Katrina.  Mayor Meeker recognized Captain Daniel Kelly, Captain Patricia Pickard, Lt. Alan Wortham, Lt. James Reeves, Lt. Joe Massey, Senior Firefighter Mark Armstrong, Firefighter First Class Brian Hill, Firefighters Johnny Allen and Tim Davis.  Mayor Meeker stated while in Mississippi the firemen helped with debris removal, checking on houses, searching damaged houses to make sure they were unoccupied, etc.  He stated Raleigh is very pleased to have this type commitment on the part of the firefighters.  He expressed appreciation to the firefighters on behalf of the City Council and the Community at large.  He stated he understands it was very hard for them to be away from their families particularly at this time of the year.
Captain Daniel Kelly pointed out the group was one of the teams which went to Gulfport, Mississippi at the request of the coroner’s office.  He stated while there they removed debris, checked debris, etc.  He stated there were huge piles of homes, apartments, piled 10 to 15 feet high that haven’t been touched since the devastation occurred.  He stated they watched as contractors used large equipment to remove the debris to make sure no bodies were involved.
NATIONAL ARTS PROGRAM – EMPLOYEE ART SHOW – WINNERS RECOGNIZED
Mayor Meeker pointed out the National Arts Program Foundation was started to encourage and develop the artistic talents of City and County employees and their families.  This program gives the artist an opportunity to develop and display art works in annual exhibition.  This is the third year the City of Raleigh and Wake County have participated.  Mayor Meeker recognized the following winners and presented checks to the winners.  Adult Professional category – John Garland, Public Utilities Department; Holi Hassinger, Public Affairs and Diane Smith of the City Manager’s office;  Adult Intermediate – Lillian Thompson, Planning Department; Adult Amateur – James Lynn Raynor, Public Works Department and Shelton Darden of the Public Utilities Department; Youth Under 12 – Callie Kirchstein, daughter of Rebecca Kirchstein of the Personnel Department; Youth 12 to 18 – Darby Pearce, daughter of Doug Pearce of Building Maintenance; Youth 12 to 18 – Luke Humphries, son of H. P. Humphries of the Public Works Department.
UNITED WAY COMBINED CAMPAIGN - 2005 - RECOGNIZED
Mayor Meeker stated it was his pleasure to announce that the City of Raleigh has enjoyed another banner year in raising funds for our combined campaign.  The total for 2005 was $80,212.00.  He stated the City of Raleigh typically sets its goal 25 percent above the previous year and recognized the following departments that met or exceeded that goal.  He presented plaques to the departments as follows:  Administrative Services Department – 31 percent above last year.  The plaque was presented to Joyce Munro; City Manager’s office – 31 percent above last year.  The plaque was presented to Angel Wright Feldman; Community Services – 25 percent above last year.  The plaque was presented to Louis Olivieri-Robert; Solid Waste Services – 45 percent above last year.  The plaque was presented to Bianca Bradford.
Mayor Meeker commended all city employees for the outstanding amount of giving.
MAYOR’S COMMENTS - RECEIVED
Mayor Meeker stated 2005 was a banner year for the City of Raleigh.  The city started off in January by passing the Tree Conservation Ordinance and ended the year with the RBC announcing plans for their headquarters building in downtown Raleigh.  He stated many good things happened in between including the passage of bond referendums.  He expressed appreciation to everyone for working so hard in 2005.  He stated the Tree Conservation Ordinance was the culmination of three years of work and expressed appreciation to Council Member Craven who participated on the task force.  He expressed appreciation to the many people who worked to bring RBC headquarters to downtown Raleigh and extended special appreciation to Council Member Isley for the work he did in that effort.  Mayor Meeker stated it is important for the City to recognize its accomplishments and 2005 was a banner year.  He called on the City Council to work together and be a leader pointing out while the City Council is not the only game in town, the Council is a leader and needs to work together.  The comments were received.
CONSENT AGENDA
CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED
Mayor Meeker presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and maybe enacted by one motion.  If a councilor requests discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  He explained the vote on the Consent Agenda would be a roll call vote.  Mayor Meeker stated he had received requests to withdraw the following items from the Consent Agenda:  Consultant Services – Beaverdam Lake Sewer Extension Project (Craven); Transfer – Convention Center (Crowder); Rolesville Booster Pump Station Project (Taliaferro); Budget Amendment – Public Utilities (Crowder); No Parking Zone on Duncan Street (Taliaferro).  Without objection those items were withdrawn from the Consent Agenda.  Ms. Taliaferro moved Administration’s recommendation on the remaining items on the Consent Agenda be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  The items on the Consent Agenda were as follows.
FIREFIGHTERS – ANNUAL CERTIFICATION – MAYOR AUTHORIZED TO SIGN
The North Carolina State Firemen’s Association requires the City Council to annually certify a roster of City firefighters for pension fund purposes.

Recommendation:  Authorize the Mayor to sign the certificate.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  
SEWER EXTENSION – JOINT VENTURE WITH CARLTON GROUP OF NORTH CAROLINA, LLC - APPROVED
A request has been received from Marshall Davis, a manager for the Carlton Group of North Carolina, LLC, to enter into a Joint Venture Agreement with the City to extend approximately 3,200 linear feet of 12-inch and 8-inch sewer main from the existing sewer main east of the Neuse River just north of Tarheel Clubhouse Road to property at the intersection of Buffaloe Road and Forestville Road.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to enter into a Joint Venture Agreement with Carlton Group of North Carolina, LLC, for the sewer extension and to execute the agreement.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.
RIGHT-OF-WAY ABANDONMENT – 2500 WAKE DRIVE - APPROVED
A request has been received from David Neill with Holt York, representing Dr. & Mrs. Robert Rollins, to release any and all interest in a portion of right-of-way previously called Country Club Drive.  This was a former service road leading to Carolina Country Club, but was removed when the State of North Carolina constructed Glenwood Avenue.  NCDOT has granted a quitclaim deed for their interest.  City of Raleigh DOT has no objection to allowing a quitclaim deed for the former right-of-way.  The City Attorney’s office will draft the appropriate agreement to release any of the City’s interest.  A report was in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve the request.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.
CITY-WIDE AREA NETWORK – ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE CONTRACT FOR EXECUTION BY CITY MANAGER
The Citywide Wide Area Network (WAN) contract expires August 2006.  As a result, in August 2005 a Request for Proposal (RFP) was issued soliciting proposals from qualified network vendors to provide WAN management services.  Four vendors responded.  All proposals were reviewed by staff.  The recommendations are Sprint and Time Warner Communications (TWC) as the most economical solutions.  The estimated contract price for Sprint’s WAN is $391,752 per year.  The estimated contract price for TWC’s WAN is $160,920 per year.

Recommendation:  Authorize Administration to negotiate three year contracts including options for 1 year extensions with Sprint and TWC for a combined amount not to exceed $552,672 per year and execution by the City Manager.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.
ANNEXATION PETITIONS – VARIOUS – REFERRED TO CITY CLERK TO CHECK SUFFICIENCY AND SCHEDULE PUBLIC HEARINGS
The agenda presented the following petitions for annexations:
Area Name Contiguous
Petitioner
Acres
Proposed Use

Marcadie Park Subdivision
James I. Middleton, Hard 
21.23
Residential


Rock Development, LLC


Glen Lake South, Phase I
Henry K. McNair, 
28.79
Residential


Glen Lake Group, LLC

International Buddhist Progress Society
Ven. Chueh Chuan, 
2.44
Institutional


International Buddhist 

Progress Society
Satellite Petition



Wheatleigh at the Preserve
Johnny P. Watson, 
8.87
Residential


Johnny Watson Builders, Inc.

Recommendation:

a.
That these annexation petitions be acknowledged and that Council request the City Clerk to check their sufficiency pursuant to State statutes, and except as noted below, and if found sufficient advertise for public hearings on Tuesday, February 7, 2006.

b.
That the above International Buddhist Progress Society annexation petition be acknowledged and that the Council request the City Clerk to check its sufficiency pursuant to State statutes and if found sufficient advertise for public hearing on Tuesday, March 7, 2006.  Appropriate agencies should be notified of this request in accordance with our annexation agreement with Town of Cary.

Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.
PARADE ROUTES – VARIOUS - APPROVED
The agenda presented the following requests for approval of parade routes:
National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day Parade - Various Street Closures

Cheryl Gill, representing the HIV/STD Prevention and Care Branch (a division of Public Health), would like to hold a parade on Tuesday, February 7, 2006 from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

St. Patrick’s Day Parade - Various Street Closures

Frank Mellage, representing the Raleigh St. Patrick’s Day Parade committee, would like to hold a parade on Saturday, March 11, 2006 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on the reports included in the agenda packets.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.
ROAD RACES – ANNUAL RUN FOR THE ROSES AND RACE FOR GRACE – VARIOUS ACTIONS APPROVED
The agenda presented the following requests for road races:

Jim Young, representing the North Carolina Roadrunners Club, would like to hold a road race on Sunday, February 12, 2006 from 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Jim Young, representing Young and Associates, would like to hold a road race on Sunday, April 30, 2006 from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on the report included in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.
SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENTS PETITION – ATHENS DRIVE – RESOLUTION OF INTENT SETTING PUBLIC HEARING ADOPTED
A sidewalk petition for the south side of Athens Drive, approximately 280 linear feet, from Kaplan Drive to Smithdale Drive was received and signed by a majority of property owners.  The petition has been reviewed and meets both code and sufficiency requirements.  Assessments will apply at the current rate of $6 per abutting foot subject to applicable exemptions.

Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution-of-intent to schedule a public hearing for Tuesday, February 7, 2006, to consider the improvements.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 756.
EASEMENT – 1105 AND 1201 RIVERVIEW ROAD - APPROVED
A request has been received from Progress Energy for an easement on City owned properties located at 1105 & 1201 Riverview Road for the purpose of relocating electrical facilities due to a City of Raleigh Sanitary Sewer improvement project being constructed in this area.  Parks and Recreation is the maintenance manager of these properties and is in agreement with the easement need.  A report was in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve the request.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.
SEWER EASEMENT EXCHANGE – BRIER CREEK VILLAGE CENTER IN RALEIGH – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED
A request has been received from Joseph S. Dye, Executive Vice President of American Asset Corporation, property owner, to exchange an existing 20-foot City of Raleigh sanitary sewer easement for a relocated 20-foot City of Raleigh sanitary sewer easement at the Brier Creek Village Center, located on Lots #17 and 18 in Brier Creek in Raleigh.  The developer is realigning the sanitary sewer main and its associated easement to allow for better lot development.  The realigned sanitary sewer main is in accordance with construction plans approved by the City of Raleigh Public Utilities Department.  The property owner is responsible for all costs of the easement exchange.

Recommendation:  Approve the easement exchange and authorize the City Clerk to advertise.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 757.
WAKE FOREST COLLECTION SYSTEM INFILTRATION AND INFLOW STUDY PROJECT – CONTRACT WITH W. K. DICKSON & COMPANY, INC. – FUNDS APPROVED
A contract of $250,000 has been negotiated with W.K. Dickson & Co., Inc., for the Wake Forest Collection System Infiltration and Inflow Study Project.

Recommendation:  Approve the contract with W.K. Dickson & Co., Inc., (transfer to be handled administratively).

Transferred From:

349-9416-79001-943
Wake Forest I & I Study
$250,000.00

Transferred To:

349-9416-79201-943
Wake Forest I & I Study
$250,000.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.
E. M. JOHNSON WATER TREATMENT PLANT – CONTRACT AMENDMENT WITH HAZEN AND SAWYER – APPROVED – FUNDS TRANSFERRED
The City currently has an agreement with Hazen & Sawyer for the E. M. Johnson Water Treatment Plant 50 MGD Finished Water Pump Design and Installation.  Amendment #2 in the amount of $640,000 is for engineering services, including bid preparation, analysis, recommendation, construction administration, concrete and soils testing services.

Recommendation:  Approve Amendment #2 and the budgetary transfer.

Transferred From:

348-9020-79001-975
E.M. Johnson Filter Rehabilitation
$640,000.00

Transferred To:

348-9284-79201-975
EMJWTP 50 MGD Pump Installation
$640,000.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 948TF35.
E. M. JOHNSON WATER TREATMENT PLANT FILTER REHABILITATION, PHASE II – CONTRACT AMENDMENT HAZEN AND SAWYER - APPROVED

The City currently has an agreement with Hazen & Sawyer for the E. M. Johnson Water Treatment Plant Filter Rehabilitation, Phase II.  Amendment #3 in the amount of $400,000 is for additional design services, including preparation of construction documents for rehabilitation of the existing filters, design work, and assisting with necessary permits from State regulatory agencies, and assistance in the bidding phase of the project.

Recommendation:  Approve Amendment #3 (transfer to be handled administratively).

Transferred From:

348-9020-79001-975
E.M. Johnson Filter Rehabilitation
$400,000.00

Transferred To:

348-9020-79201-975
E.M. Johnson Filter Rehabilitation
$400,000.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.
NEUSE RIVER WASTE WATER TREATMENT PLANT REUSE PUMP STATION IMPROVEMENTS – AMENDMENT #1/HAZEN AND SAWYER – APPROVED – FUNDS TRANSFERRED
The City currently has an agreement with Hazen & Sawyer for the Neuse River Waste Water Treatment Plant Reuse Pump Station Improvements.  Amendment #1 in the amount of $383,000 is for additional engineering services, including design and construction services for a new reuse pump station to serve a reuse water distribution system.

Recommendation:  Approve Amendment #1 and the budgetary transfer.

Transferred From:

349-9305-79001-975
NRWWTP Reuse Pump Disinf Irr Impv
$383,000.00

Transferred To:

349-8530-79201-975
NRWWTP Reuse System Expansion
$383,000.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 948TF35.
PERSONNEL – CHANGES IN ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES, PARKS AND RECREATION AND SOLID WASTE - APPROVED
The agenda presented the following recommended personnel changes:
Administrative Services Title Change

The Assistant City Manager/Administrative Services Department is currently assigned two (2) Staff Analyst positions (Grade 36, Class Code 0416).  These positions are performing the same tasks as the two (2) Budget Analyst positions also assigned to the department.  It is requested that the two Staff Analyst positions be reclassified to Budget Analyst (Grade 36, Class Code 0421) to provide consistency within the Budget Office.  There is no fiscal impact to this action.

Recommendation:  Approve title change of these positions.

Parks and Recreation - Position Reclassification

Parks and Recreation has a vacant Recreation Program Director/37 position in the Recreation Division.  It is requested that the position title be changed to Senior Staff Analyst/37 and moved to the Administration Division.  The job duties of the vacant position have been reassigned within the Recreation Division.  The reclassified position will develop departmental policies and guidelines related to the increasing use of on-line registration services through RecLink and the other customer service components associated with the use of Class software.  A budget increase is not required as funds are currently available in the salaries and benefits accounts for the remainder of the fiscal year.

Recommendation:  Approve as recommended.

Solid Waste Services Position Reclassification

The Solid Waste Services Department acquired two Laborer I positions, classification #4001, positions (5032-466, #0022967 and #000926) pay grade 19, from Street Maintenance to staff the Special/Bulky Load Program.  Due to the fact that all SWS Laborers do the same type work and must be able to work in all areas of SWS to cover vacations, sickness, and shortages, it is requested that these positions be reclassified to SWS Laborers, pay grade 21.

The Solid Waste Services Department also acquired one Equipment Operator I, classification #4011, position (5032-466, #002804), pay grade 22 and one Equipment Operator II, classification #4012, position (5032-466, #002809), pay grade 25, from Street Maintenance to staff the Special/Bulky Load Program.  It is requested that these two positions be reclassified to SWS Equipment Operator III, pay grade 27.  The knuckle boom truck requires complex maneuvering of controls to position an arm to collect solid waste from the curb.  Excellent dexterity is required to avoid contact with overhead power lines, cars, cable boxes and mailboxes.  The position requires some computer knowledge to download collection points.  The position also includes overseeing two other vehicles with associated crew.  Approval of this request would also allow for back up in times of absences.

A budget increase is not required as funds are available for the remainder of the fiscal year.

Recommendation:  Approve reclassifications of these positions.

Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.
STREET CLOSING -15-05 – NOREMAC DRIVE – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED
Johnny Edwards of John A. Edwards and Company, agent for Glen Lake Group, LLC, is petitioning to close all the southern most alignment of Noremac Drive.

Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution authorizing a public hearing on Tuesday, February 7, 2006.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 758.
ENCROACHMENT – 109 SOUTH WILMINGTON STREET – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY
A request has been received from First Baptist Church of Raleigh to encroach on City right-of-way for the purpose of maintaining an existing building canopy with signage.  A report was in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve the encroachment subject to the conditions outlined in Resolution 1996-153 and owner obtaining sign and right-of-way permits from the Inspections Department prior to installation.

Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.
ENCROACHMENT - 10051 GLENWOOD AVENUE/ARCO CORPORATE DRIVE – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY
A request has been received from Brier Creek Office #1, LLC to encroach on City right-of-way for the purpose of maintaining a retaining wall.  A report was in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve the encroachment subject to conditions outlined in Resolution 1996-153, owner obtaining a right-of-way permit from Inspections Department prior to installation and install ADA compliance handrails across the retaining wall.

Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.
ENCROACHMENT – SOUTH EAST STREET AND EAST DAVIE STREET – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

A request has been received from Carlton Place Development, LLC to encroach on City right-of-way for the purpose of installing street trees.  A report was in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve the encroachment subject to conditions outlined in Resolution 1996-153 and the following:
1. The Owner shall obtain a “Right-of-Way” permit from the Inspections Department prior to installation.
2. The Owner shall contact “NC One Call Center” 48 hours prior to excavation and shall remain 10’ from existing utilities.

3. The Owner shall maintain sight distance triangles with a clear zone of 2-8 feet in compliance with COR standards and specifications.

4. The trees shall be increased in caliper size and decrease in number (increasing distance between trees to at least 35”) with minimum branch height 7’.

5. The tree planting specifications shall be submitted to the City Urban Forest for approval and obtain a “Vegetation Impact Permit” prior to installation.

6. The trees shall be maintained with supplemental water for a period of 1 year per 1” of caliper by the owner.

7. The City shall assume all additional maintenance of the trees.

Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.
BUDGET AMENDMENTS – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
The agenda presented the following budget amendments:
Community Development - $285,332.51 – for appropriation of HOME Program Income to provide for the continuation of HOME rehabilitation and property maintenance activities.  The HOME rehabilitation funds will be used for an additional seven to nine homeowner rehab projects.  The property maintenance funds will be applied to the rehabilitation and/or repair of City-wide HOME-funded rental units at Woodpecker Court, Ricky Circle and Carlisle Street.
Parks and Recreation - $19,000 – to recognize revenue carried forward from the prior year to be used toward the purchase of trees and planting materials for the NeighborWoods program.
Police - $48,500 – to appropriate funds from the controlled substance tax fund balance reserve (Account 100-0000-40018-000) to provide funds to pay annual lease costs for (14) covert vehicles for drug and vice personnel.
The agenda outlined the revenue and expenditure accounts involved in the recommended budget amendment.
Recommendation:  Approval of the budget amendment as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 948TF35.
REIMBURSEMENT CONTRACTS – THOROUGHFARE FACILITY FEES – VARIOUS - APPROVED
The agenda presented the following thoroughfare facility fee reimbursement contracts:
2005-14 Thoroughfare Facility Fee

Commonwealth New Bern Partners, LP/

New Bern Avenue/

Priority 1 Project/

Total Reimbursement $120,949.20

2005-#15 Thoroughfare Facility Fee

Commonwealth New Bern Partners, LP/

New Bern Avenue/

Priority 1 Project/

Total Reimbursement $95,000.00

Recommendation:  Approve contracts.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.
E. M. JOHNSON WATER TREATMENT PLANT CLEARWELL REHABILITATION PROJECT – CHANGE ORDER #2/IN-WATER SERVICE COMPANY, INC. - APPROVED
This change order is for a net increase of $254,828.24 and time extension of 165 calendar days.

Reason:

For repair of leaking concrete expansion joints along the floor and walls in the two two-million gallon clearwell sections 5 and 6, cleaning and removal of sediment from the clearwell.

History:

Original contract amount
$150,000.00

Previous net changes (ADD)
$121,916.29

New contract amount
$526,744.53

Budgetary accounts to be amended:

Transferred From:

348-9020-79001-975
EM Johnson Filter Rehabilitation
$254,828.24

Transferred To:

348-9285-79202-975
EMJWTP Clearwell Rehab
$254,828.24

Recommendation:  Approve the change order in the amount of $254,828.24, time extension of 165 calendar days, and the budgetary transfer.

Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 948TF35.
SANITARY SEWER REHABILITATION, PHASE IV PROJECT – CHANGE ORDER #6/PARK CONSTRUCTION COMPANY – APPROVE – FUNDS TRANSFERRED
This change order is for a net increase of $367,820.

Reason:

For additional costs associated with replacement of the deteriorated sections of the Glenwood Avenue force main.

History:

Original contract amount
$1,228,313.13

Previous net changes (ADD)
$97,887.20

New contract amount
$1,694,020.33

Budgetary accounts to be amended:

Transferred From:

349-9412-79001-975
Glenwood Ave Force Main Replacement
$367,820.00

Transferred To:

349-9591-79202-975
Sewer Rehab Phase IV
$367,820.00

Recommendation:  Approve the change order in the amount of $367,820 and the budgetary transfer.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 948TF35.
TRANSFERS – WITHIN VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
The agenda presented recommended transfers in the departments of Convention Center, Fire and Parks and Recreation.  The agenda outlined the code accounts involved and the reasons for the needed transfers.
Recommendation:  Approval as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 948TF35.
PW 2004-12 – ROGERS LANE EXTENSION – BID AWARDED TO NARRON CONSTRUCTION, INC.
Pursuant to advertisement as required by law bids were received and publicly opened by B & F Consulting on October 4, 2005 for Rogers Lane Extension project, PW 2004-12, with Narron Construction, Inc. submitting the low bid of $1,513,949.65.  Narron’s MWBE participation is 15.26%.

This project is a joint venture between the City of Raleigh and Amerimann Partners III, LLC (“Partners”), as established via Public-Private Agreement (“Agreement”) on March 18, 2004.  The Agreement stipulates that Partners will review the public bids and provide the City with a cash deposit equal to the amount of the construction contract, plus a ten percent (10%) contingency for overruns.  This cash deposit, in the amount of $1,665,344.62, was received on December 16, 2005 and deposited into a project related revenue account in accordance with City policy.  The following budget amendments are required to appropriate funds for the construction contract.

The following accounts should be increased by:

Revenue Account:

531-8706-51610-000
Non-Program Revenue
$1,665,344.62

Expense Account:

531-8706-79001-975
Rogers Lane Capital Project Reserve
$1,665,344.62

Recommendation:  Approve the low bid of Narron Construction, Inc. in the amount of $1,513,949.65 and the budget amendments as indicated.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 948TF35.
SANITARY SEWER MAINS – CHEMICAL ROOT CONTROL PROJECT – BID FROM BIO-NOMIC SERVICES, INC. REJECTED; BID AWARDED TO DUKE’S ROOT CONTROL, INC.
Pursuant to advertisement as required by law bids were received and publicly opened by the Public Utilities on December 20, 2005, for the Sanitary Sewer Mains Chemical Root Control Project, with Bio-Nomic Services, Inc., submitting the low bid in the amount of $393,700; however, they did not meet the minimum requirements of having treated over 750,000 linear feet of sanitary sewer main.  Therefore, it is recommended that this bid be rejected and the bid be awarded to the second low bidder, Duke’s Root Control, Inc., in the amount of $463,680.  Duke’s Root Control, Inc., submitted a 20.2% MWBE participation plan.

Recommendation:  Reject the bid from Bio-Nomic Services, Inc., and approve the low bid of Duke’s Root Control, Inc., in the amount of $463,680 (funds are available in an operating account, 310-5260-70890-613).  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

TRAFFIC – VARIOUS CHANGES – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
The agenda presented recommended changes in the traffic code relating to no parking zone on portions of Pottery Lane and Ridge Road and traffic schedule changes for Hargett Street between Salisbury Street and Fayetteville Street.  The traffic changes relating to Hargett Street relates to parking and loading zone changes that are necessary to accommodate a shift in traffic pattern from the north side to the south side of Hargett Street as a part of the Fayetteville Street renaissance project construction with the effective date to be the date the traffic pattern is changed.  The agenda also presented changes in speed limits to amend the traffic schedule to match existing speed limit signage on South Saunders Street and Wade Avenue.  The agenda outlined the exact locations and the traffic schedule changes recommended.
Recommendation:  Approval of changes as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Ordinances 949 and 950.

END OF CONSENT AGENDA
BEAVERDAM LAKE SEWER EXTENSION PROJECT – CONTRACT WITH MCKIM AND CREED - APPROVED
Mr. Craven stated he had withdrawn this from the consent agenda as his firm has provided some consultant services in that basin and he hopes they will be doing more work in the future.  In response to questions, City Attorney McCormick stated it would not technically be a conflict of interest but if Mr. Craven’s firm gets additional work, he would need to be excused from participation but at this point it is not a technical conflict of interest.  Mayor Meeker moved that Mr. Craven be excused from participation in this matter.  His motion was seconded Ms. Taliaferro and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
A contract of $195,455 has been negotiated with McKim & Creed for the Beaverdam Lake Sewer Extension Project.

Recommendation:  Approve the contract with McKim & Creed (transfer to be handled administratively).

Transferred From:

349-9311-79001-975
Beaverdam Lake Sewer Extension
$195,455.00

Transferred To:

349-9311-79201-975
Beaverdam Lake Sewer Extension
$195,455.00

Mayor Meeker moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  (Craven excused)  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
BUDGET AMENDMENT – CONVENTION CENTER - APPROVED
The agenda presented the following budget amendment in the convention center budget.

The following accounts should be increased by:

Revenue Accounts:

125-6018-52752-897
Event Personnel Income
$  43,060.00

125-6018-52760-897
Ticket Sales
283,050.00

125-6018-52761-897
Exhibitor Fees
7,000.00

125-6018-53310-897
Sponsorships
    43,000.00


$376,110.00

Expense Accounts:

125-6018-60102-897
Event Personnel - Temporary
$  40,000.00

125-6018-62005-897
Social Security
2,480.00

125-6018-62006-897
Medicare
580.00

125-6018-70101-897
Operating & Maintenance Supplies
3,500.00

125-6018-71102-897
Rental Equipment
6,000.00

125-6018-71302-897
Electric Service
15,000.00

125-6018-72704-897
Ticket Sales - Remit to Lessee
150,000.00

125-6018-72707-897
Ticket Fees
2,000.00

125-6018-72710-897
Labor Expense
14,350.00

125-6018-72730-897
Advertising/Marketing Expense
62,000.00

125-6018-72741-897
Production Expense
66,200.00

125-6018-72743-897
Catering/Entertainment Expense
1,000.00

125-6018-72748-897
Performance Fees
7,000.00

125-6018-72769-897
Miscellaneous Expense
      6,000.00


$376,110.00

Purpose:

To amend Special Events budget to provide for production and presentation of Celebration of Lights at Alltel Amphitheatre; this activity was not budgeted in the FY 2005-06 Budget.

Mr. Crowder stated he withdrew this from the consent agenda pointing out it is a great event and it is an annual event and questioned why it was not included in the original budget.  City Manager Allen pointed out it is a revenue neutral event and it should have been included in the budget but from some reason it was overlooked.  At this point he had not had an opportunity to check to see why it was not included in the budget but it is a revenue neutral event.  Mr. Crowder moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 948TF35.
ROLESVILLE BOOSTER PUMP STATION PROJECT – CHANGE ORDER #E-3/KAD CONSTRUCTION, INC. - APPROVED
This change order is for a net increase of $668,327.

Reason:

For relocation of the Raw Water Pump Station Emergency Generator Control System to a separate, climate-controlled room to extend the life and operation of the control equipment, and for the replacement of the existing generator controls.

History:

Original contract amount
$241,000.00

Previous net changes (ADD)
$100,400.00

New contract amount
$1,009,727.00

Budgetary accounts to be amended:

Transferred From:

348-9281-79001-975
RWPS Generator Controls Replace
$668,327.00

Transferred To:

348-9022-79203-942
Rolesville Water Booster Pump Station
$668,327.00

Recommendation:  Approve the change order in the amount of $668,327 and the budgetary transfer.

Ms. Taliaferro pointed out she withdrew this from the consent agenda pointing out the change order is a lot more than the original contract.  She questioned if the relocation was included in the original budget or contract and if so why the change order is so much more than the original contract.  Public Utilities Director Crisp pointed out it is a change in the scope of services.  He stated the City has had a great experience working with KAD Construction Company and they agreed to add the relocation of the raw water pump station emergency generator control system onto an existing contract.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out it looks like a budget was set up for the work and questioned why it was not included in the original contract.  Mr. Crisp pointed out the item was budgeted and the City was ready to move forward and because of the good experience in working with KAD it is proposed to be added to an existing contract.  Ms. Taliaferro moved approval.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 948TF35.
TRANSFERS – PUBLIC UTILITIES DEPARTMENT - APPROVED
The agenda presented the following transfer:
It is recommended that the following transfer be authorized:

Transferred From:

310-5290-72001-622
PU-Spec Appropriation
$268,260.00

Transferred To:

648-9250-79314-977
Convention Center Construction
$268,260.00

Purpose:

To provide funds for additional work required for the water and sanitary sewer improvements around the Convention Center area due to contaminated soils, unforeseen conditions and relocation of the water main in Lenoir Street.

Mr. Crowder pointed out he had withdrawn this from the consent agenda questioning why it wasn’t included in the convention center budget; that is why it is a separate line item.  City Manager Allen pointed out the scope of the changes are outside the convention center project, they are not within the construction area but were needed because of the construction of the convention center.  Mr. Crowder questioned how many more of these projects we may anticipate.  Public Utilities Director Crisp pointed out there are none known at this point.  Mr. Crowder moved approval of the transfer as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 948TF35.
TREE PLANTING CONTRACT - FALL 2005/SPRING 2006 – BID AWARDED TO SOUTHERNSCAPES, INC.
Proposals were received October 28, 2005 for the Tree Planting Contract Fall 2005/Spring 2006 Project for replacement tree planting at 394 sites in the Downtown Business District, along other rights-of-way and on city owned and controlled property.  A total of three (3) proposals were received.  The bidders and their base bid amounts are as follows:

SouthernScapes, Inc.
$183,089.10

Southern Gardens, Inc.
$190.648.00

A-1 Grounds, Inc.
$248.976.00

The apparent low bidder is SouthernScapes, Inc. in the amount of $183,089.10.  MWBE participation is estimated at 100%.

The requisition encumbers funds from the following sources:  100-6270-70106-509 in the amount of $52,704.68 and 625-9037-79290-975 in the amount of $130,384.42.

Recommendation:  Approve the low proposal from SouthernScapes, Inc. in the amount of $183,089.10.

Mr. West stated he withdrew this from the Consent Agenda pointing out it indicates that there is a 100 percent MWBE participation which he feels is good but questioned if the work is being subcontracted or if it is a minority owned business.  City Manager Allen pointed out he understands SouthernScapes, Inc. is 100 percent minority owned.  Mr. West moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
TRAFFIC – NO PARKING ZONE ON DUNCAN STREET – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
It is recommended that a no-parking zone be established on the west side of Duncan Street from Bickett Boulevard southward to Sunset Drive.

A petition was received by residents asking for a no-parking zone to be created on the west side of Duncan Street.  The width of Duncan Street has limited cars to parking on just one side of the street.  However, some vehicles still park on both sides which can restrict emergency vehicles from driving down their road.  If approved, this no-parking zone will assist with free traffic flow for residents in this area.

Recommendation:

Approve as recommended.

If approved, delete from Traffic Schedule 13:

Duncan Street, west side, beginning at Fairview Road, northward to Sunset Drive.

If approved, add to Traffic Schedule 13:

Duncan Street, west side, in its entirety.

Ms. Taliaferro stated she withdrew this from the consent agenda pointing out this is located in her district.  She stated she withdrew it from the consent agenda to express appreciation to staff for working with the community on this issue.  She stated she feels the proposal will enhance the ability to get around pointing out the street is very narrow and she feels this proposal will help.  She wanted to express appreciation to staff.  Ms. Taliaferro moved approval of the no parking zone on Duncan Street as outlined.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Ordinance 949.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION
PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED
Mayor Meeker presented the Planning Commission Consent Agenda indicating it would be handled in the same manner as the regular Consent Agenda.  He stated he had received the following requests to withdraw items from the Planning Commission Consent Agenda:  Rezoning Z-51-05 (Crowder); Rezoning Z-59-05 (Craven/Taliaferro); CP-19-05 (Taliaferro); TC-17-05 (Crowder); S-39-05 (Craven).  Without objection those items were withdrawn from the Planning Commission Consent Agenda.  Ms. Kekas moved the Planning Commission recommendations on the remaining items on the Consent Agenda be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  The items on the Planning Commission Consent Agenda were as follows.
REZONING Z-48-05 - COURTLAND DRIVE – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS- ORDINANCE ADOPTED
This request is to rezone approximately 1.09 acres, currently zoned Residential-10 (0.722 ac) & Industrial-2 (0.368 ac).  The proposal is to rezone the property to Residential-10 Conditional Use.

CR-10907 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated December 13, 2005.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 951ZC580.
REZONING Z-75-05 - MITCHELL MILL ROAD – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This request is to rezone approximately 11.06 acres, currently zoned Residential-4.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Residential-6 Conditional Use.

CR-10910 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated December 14, 2005.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 951ZC580.
STREET NAME CHANGE – 1-2005 - FAYETTEVILLE STREET MALL CHANGE TO FAYETTEVILLE STREET – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

This request is to approve a street name change from Fayetteville Street Mall to Fayetteville Street, pursuant to Standard Procedure 900-9(D) regarding less than 100% property owner approval of non-duplicative street name.

CR-10912 from the Planning Commission recommends that the name Fayetteville Street Mall be changed to Fayetteville Street; that this item be forwarded to City Council on January 3rd for authorization of public hearing on Tuesday, January 17, 2006; and that this name change be made effective May 1, 2006.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 759.
SITE PLAN - 103-04 – GORMAN OFFICE TRACT – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS
This request is to approve a 20,700 square feet office building on a 2.21 acre site zoned Office and Institutional–2 Conditional Use District with Special Highway Overlay District-1.  As the proposal includes land disturbing activities within the 50’ Natural Protective Yard along Gorman Street it requires Planning Commission approval.

CR-10915 from the Planning Commission recommends approval with conditions.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.
SITE PLAN – 104-04 – GORMAN HOTEL TRACT – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS
This request is to approve a 101 room 54,372 square feet hotel on a 2.92 acre site zoned Office and Institutional–2 Conditional Use District with Special Highway Overlay District-1.  As this hotel use is greater than 25,000 square feet and located within 400 feet of a residential district and use, Planning Commission approval is required.  Also, since the proposal includes land disturbing activities within the 50’ Natural Protective Yard along Gorman Street Planning Commission approval is required.

CR-10916 from the Planning Commission recommends approval with conditions.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.
SITE PLAN – 73-05 – RALEIGH CONVENTION CENTER – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS
This is a request for the final phase for the Downtown Raleigh Convention Center.  Approval of this preliminary site plan includes the building elevations, street cross sections, transit locations, and streetscapes.

CR-10917 from the Planning Commission recommends approval with conditions. Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.
SITE PLAN - 89-05 - WAKE COUNTY NORTH REGIONAL LIBRARY – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS
This request is to approve an 11,929 square foot addition to an existing 18,813 square foot office building and conversion to a total 30,742 square foot public library on a 4.9 acre site, zoned Office & Institutional-3 District.  There are two tracts of 3.7 and 1.2 acres, the latter being a vacant wooded lot.  This site is located within 400 feet of a residential zone (west side, within the Ravenscroft School campus).

CR-10918 from the Planning Commission recommends approval with conditions.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Kekas/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.
END OF PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA
REZONING Z-51-05 - GORMAN STREET – REFERRED TO THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE
This request is to rezone approximately 0.16 acres, currently zoned Residential-30 (0.091 ac) & Conservation Management (0.069 ac).  The proposal is to rezone the property to Shopping Center Conditional Use.

CR-10908 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated December 13, 2005; and that the Gorman/Burt Neighborhood Plan be amended to designate this property as appropriate for “Mixed Use - Retail/Office/Residential”.
Planning Commission Chairman Everette explained the case and the Planning Commission’s recommendation.  He pointed out even though this case is not in compliance with the recommendations of the Comprehensive Plan for the area it is consistent with the zoning on the piece of property to the south which was recently rezoned and has the same conditions as that property zoning has.  Mr. Crowder stated he would like to have this case referred to the Comprehensive Planning Commission.  He stated he does not think there is anything that cannot be overcome with the case but he would like to take a look at the conditions.  Mayor Meeker stated without objection rezoning Z-51-05 would be referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee.
REZONING Z-59-05 - SIX FORKS ROAD – REFERRED TO THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

This request is to rezone approximately 1.18 acres, currently zoned Residential-4.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Office and Institution-1 Conditional Use.

CR-10909 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated December 13, 2005.
Planning Commission Chairman Everette explained the case and the Planning Commission’s discussion.  He pointed out there was a lot of discussion about off-site stormwater, compliance with the Comprehensive Plan and pointed out there was discussion as a protest petition was submitted by adjacent neighbors but some of the neighbors said that they are now satisfied with the rezoning.  Mr. Craven stated he would like to refer this to the Comprehensive Planning Committee pointing out there are a couple of issues about some of the details and he would like an opportunity to talk with the neighbors who filed the protest petition to make sure of their feeling on the case at this point.  Ms. Taliaferro stated this case has been the subject of rezoning petitions in the past and those rezonings had been denied and she just wonders what make this case different.  Mayor Meeker stated without objection the item would be referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee.
CP-19-05 - SOUTHALL ROAD/PERRY CREEK ROAD CORRIDOR – REFERRED BACK TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION FOR REPORT TO BE MADE BACK TO COUNCIL WITHIN THE ONE TO TWO MONTH TIME PERIOD
This request is to amend the Comprehensive Plan by realigning a proposed major thoroughfare and associated land use amendments in the US-401 Corridor Plan.  The proposed Southall Road thoroughfare is recommended to shift to the east between the future extension of Fox Road and Buffaloe Road east of US-401.  This revision also includes the realignment of a collector street connection east of US-401 and north of future I-540.

CR-10911 from the Planning Commission recommends that CP-19-05 be held in the Planning Commission and studied in context of the upcoming update to the NE District Plan; that the Council consider allocating such resources as necessary to the Planning Department to expedite this update; and that the Southall Corridor area transportation network and land use plan be studied first with a recommendation to the Planning Commission within 6 months.
Planning Commission Chairman Everette explained the case and the Planning Commission’s recommendation.  He stated he has received information from staff that it is felt we could expedite the process and move it along more quickly than the 6 months proposal.  In response to questioning Planning Director Silver pointed out staff feels Southall Corridor Plan could have a recommendation within a couple of months.
Ms. Taliaferro pointed out this is very important to her district.  She stated she knew everyone wanted to wait for the Northeast Plan update but when the case was filed everyone knew that it would be ahead of the Northeast district plan.  She stated a lot of development is occurring in the area and she feels it is imperative that the corridor plan be done sooner than later.  She stated she would rather see a recommendation within a one or two month time period rather than a six month time period.  Mr. Stevenson agreed with Ms. Taliaferro stating CP-19-05 is very important as is the Northeast Plan.  Planning Director Silver pointed out staff has met with transportation and has looked at what has been proposed and it is being looked at collectively and there will be meetings with the CAC.  He feels that a recommendation could come back within the one to two month time period.  Ms. Taliaferro moved that the item be referred back to the Planning Commission with the direction to the Planning Commission to look at CR-19-05 within the next month or two and report back to the Council within that time period.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8 -0 vote.
TC-17-05 - OUTDOOR MOBILE VENDING CARTS – REFERRED TO THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE
This is a request to amend the City’s Zoning Code to allow mobile vending carts to operate on the same lot as a commercial use.  The proposed regulations address lot size, vending cart size, signage, site location, hours of operation and required licenses and permits.

CR-10913 from the Planning Commission recommends that this text change be approved, as revised.
Planning Commission Chairman Everette explained the text change and the Planning Commission’s recommendation.  He explained discussions in the Planning Commission as to how this text change needs to be approved to keep vendors from participating in incidental sales.  The text change would make sure that any sales are subordinate to the primary use.  He told of the changes recommended by the Planning Commission which would require the vendors to be within 25 feet from the primary use.  Planning Director Silver indicated this is an effort to legalize situations that are occurring in various locations in the City.  It provides guidance for the outdoor vending.  Mr. Crowder requested the item be referred to Comprehensive Planning Committee.  In response to questioning from Ms. Taliaferro, Mr. Everette pointed out the main change related to the vendors having to be within 25 feet to the primary use.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed this came from the Comprehensive Planning Committee and she does not really understand why it should go back.  Mayor Meeker stated however without objection the item would be referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee.
SUBDIVISION S-39-05 - THE BROOKS AT MAYBROOK CROSSING – REFERRED TO COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE
This request is to approve a townhouse development consisting of 64 townhouse lots on a 6.6 acre site zoned Residential-10.  The overall residential density is 9.55 units per acre.  This application was submitted prior to the effective date (May 1, 2005) of the City’s current tree conservation ordinance.  As such, the applicants were subject to either providing a 50’ wide natural protective yard along New Hope Road, a major thoroughfare, or seeking Planning Commission approval.  The applicant’s proposal includes only a 30’ wide landscaped street protective yard instead of a 50’ wide undisturbed natural protective yard, along New Hope Road thereby requiring Planning Commission approval.

CR-10914 from the Planning Commission recommends approval with conditions.
Planning Commission Chairman Everette explained the request and the Planning Commission’s recommendation.  He explained work that was done in the Planning Commission with the applicant and how the applicant made changes and discussed the case with the Appearance Commission and the CAC.  Mr. Craven pointed out he would like to take a look at this in the Comprehensive Planning Committee pointing out he is concerned about the protective yard.  Mr. West agreed with Mr. Craven pointing out his question relates to the increase in density on this site as there are a lot of townhouses in the area.  He stated he is concerned about the waiver or part of the protective yard.  It was pointed out the density is within the current zoning.  Mayor Meeker stated without objection the item would be referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee.
TC-18-05 - OUTDOOR DISPLAY AREAS – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
This is a request to clarify the Zoning Code to establish that outdoor display areas must provide off-street parking and receive proper site plan approval for the establishment of either new or expanded display areas.

CR-10919 from the Planning Commission recommends that this text change be approved.
Planning Commission Chairman Everette pointed out this case was heard in conjunction with TC-17-05.  He stated the Planning Commission determined that there was a need for clarification in the Code in order to provide for safe traffic on sites which have outdoor display areas.  In response to questioning he stated he felt the negative vote related to the fact that most large retailers have adequate or excessive parking already and that Planning Commission member was concerned about increase in impervious surface.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out this issue came out of the Comprehensive Planning Committee and has the support of the majority of the Planning Commission and will help with zoning enforcement.  She feels it is a clarification needed in the Code; therefore she would move approval.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 952TC278.

SPECIAL ITEMS
COMPREHENSIVE ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT – COMMENTS RECEIVED – ITEM REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA
The Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) was presented during the December 6, 2005 Council meeting.  The City Council accepted the report and the auditor’s management letter and directed implementation of the recommendations by Administration to the extent possible.

Ms. Kekas was not at the meeting and it was directed that the item be placed on this agenda to receive her comments.

Ms. Kekas had questions relative to information included in the audit letter about testing, the draw downs in transit being in arrears as well as the number of new positions and which departments those positions were for.  She also had questions relative to the water and sewer increases in previous and future years.  She pointed out she understands that 27 percent of the budget goes to public safety and questioned if that includes 911.  Ms. Kekas also asked questions about the parking facilities income which continues to decrease and the reason for that decrease.  Her questions were answered by the City Manager and Chief Financial Officer.
Ms. Kekas also questioned if the City does any benchmarks against other cities with Chief Financial Officer James pointing out the State Treasurer’s office does benchmarking with the City Manager pointing out the bond rating companies do that all of the time.  Mayor Meeker pointed out there are only four other cities that have triple A bond rating so the City of Raleigh must look good as it relates to benchmarking with other cities.  Ms. Kekas had no other questions.  Mayor Meeker suggested the item be remove from the agenda with the understanding Administration would be bringing back recommendations as to how to allocate the surplus fund.
HOTEL/MOTEL/FOOD TAX – NO ACTION TAKEN
During the December 6, 2005 Council meeting, Councilor Craven requested that an item be placed on this agenda to have discussion as to whether to seek legislative authority to direct up to 50% of the tax monies to schools and road improvement projects.

Mr. Craven made the following prepared statement:
Thank you Mr. Mayor for putting this item on the agenda for discussion today.

I would like to propose that the City Council approve a resolution to seek legislative authority to allow up to 50% of the proceeds from the Hotel, Motel, Prepared Foods tax to be spent on schools and road improvements. 

We first began collecting these taxes over 13 years ago.

In that time we have constructed the RBC Center, and begun construction on the Convention Center, the two flagship projects of the interlocal agreement.

Several other projects such as Exploris, and Five County Stadium have received funding from these taxes.

Early last year the Council and Commissioners committed to funding of a number of additional projects from these future tax revenues.

I believe that there are other ways to support and encourage tourism in Raleigh and Wake County than just constructing new destinations, and I believe that this is the time to begin consideration of those ideas.

The Prepared Food Tax is paid by locals as well as by visitors, so clearly there is justification for funding projects that are of value, not only to the tourism industry but to the citizenry of the County as well.

Schools and Roads are two perfect examples of infrastructure that are important for the tourism industry as well as the general population of the County.

Tourists drive to get here, and continue to drive from destination to destination once they are here.  Better roads in the City and County will make it easier and more enjoyable for tourists to get around.  While the City has continued to improve the roads within our jurisdiction, it is painfully clear that the State Department of Transportation is failing to fulfill their responsibility to meet the needs of Towns and County.  This would be an additional source of funds to improve thoroughfares within the County that connect to improved roadways within the incorporated areas.

One of the biggest problems the tourism industry faces is finding skilled and educated workers.  Improving our public school system will undeniably improve the quality of our local workforce and improve the situation for the tourist industry as well as all business interests within Wake County, and at the same time make a tremendous difference in the lives and futures of our school age children.

While substantial funding commitments have been made to the existing and approved projects it appears that the revenues coming in from these taxes are well above projections.  Whatever money is not currently committed, while it may be a relatively small amount can play a significant role in improving our schools and roads.

This request is just a first step in this process.  It will take action by the Council, the County Commissioners and the Legislature for this to even be possible.

In the future, it would still take specific action by the Council and the Commissioners to approve any specific funding request, just as it does now.

But having this authority puts a significant tool into the hands of those who have to deal with solutions to problems of education and roads that the tourism industry and the County both share.

I would like to see us continue to consider this issue at the Council table.

Ms. Taliaferro commended Mr. Craven for putting this idea on the table.  It shows leadership in areas outside the City of Raleigh’s jurisdiction.  She stated she sees this in the same light as action taken on the Falls initiative to protect land in the Falls Watershed that is outside the City’s jurisdiction.  She pointed out schools and roads are important to the City of Raleigh.  The City Council of the City of Raleigh has proven that based on the various road improvements being put to bond referendums.  She stated she feels the City needs to do that for schools as well.  She stated now that the major projects have been funded through the interlocal agreement, she is supportive of looking at the proposal put forth by Mr. Craven.
Mayor Meeker pointed out the funding has been committed for the next number of years for the major projects and pointed out the City and County has committed 85 percent of those funds to the new convention center and have received requests for the remaining funds.  He stated he would be against opening the discussion up again as there will be a lot of other people or groups that want to be involved.  He talked about the amount of monies raised and pointed out how the tax came about and the allocations were decided.  He stated to open it up for discussion he feels will be problematic as a lot of people would want to get a piece of the funding.
Mr. Crowder expressed appreciation to Mr. Craven for coming out with a plan of leadership.  He stated the City of Raleigh does have to be proactive and pointed out our transportation system and schools do help bring a lot of people into the area.  He stated however there were a lot of stake holders involved when this tax was put in place including the hotel/motel/tourist industry which were willing to tax their own entities.  He express concern about the possibility of shifting the cost and opening further discussion.  Ms. Kekas expressed concern about opening up the item for further discussion.  She stated she understands where Mr. Craven and Mr. Taliaferro are coming from as our school system is in dire straights and needs help but she is not sure this is the way to address the situation.  Mr. West pointed out it is good to have dialogue about this issue but expressed concern, pointing out he feels it is important to determine where we are going before we develop a strategy for getting there.  He talked about pursuing the issue without a specific funding strategy expressing caution about trying to remove money from the interlocal funds.  Mr. Isley stated he does not feel Mr. Craven is in any way trying to take money out of the interlocal projects.  He feels Mr. Craven is just looking at getting the authority and having that tool.  He stated if we got the authority there probably would be no money for 12 to 15 years but we would have that authority available when and if funds become available.  He pointed out no one is talking about taking money away from any project just when the projects are completed to have the ability to utilize that money in other areas if the Council so decided.  He feels it would be good to have another pot of money available if needed and questioned why the Council would not want to look at this as another source of income.  Mr. Stephenson agreed that transportation and schools are critical issues but as he understands various remarks that have been made there are efforts underway to address those needs.  He agrees with Ms. Kekas that would not be wise to open this issue at this point.
Mr. Craven stated it is just hard for him to believe that this funding source is not substantial enough to stand further discussion.  He stated it was not his intent to derail anything or any project.  He would just like to see some updated models on the revenue stream, what has been committed thus far and a model on projected revenue.  Mr. Crowder moved that the Council ask Administration to provide that information and hold this issue at the table for further discussion.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Isley.  Mayor Meeker made a substitute motion to ask Administration to provide the information requested but that the City Council not hold the item for further discussion on Mr. Craven’s suggestions.  Ms. Kekas pointed out the City will be meeting with the County soon and that information will be provided with the City Manager pointing out the information has been provided but could be updated and provided again.  Mr. Craven stated he did not believe the last information he received outlined funds for other projects.  City Manager Allen explained the information that has been provided but pointed out he would be glad to provide it again.  Mayor Meeker withdrew his substitute motion.  How to proceed from this point with various Council members providing their opinions as to how to proceed.  The motion as made by Mr. Craven to ask Administration to provide updated information of the funding model outlining the revenues and committed expenses that is currently available and what may be available in the future and hold his suggestion at the table for further discussion was put to a vote which resulted in Mr. Isley, Ms. Kekas, Ms. Taliaferro and Mr. Craven voting in the affirmative.  Mayor Meeker, Mr. West, Mr. Stephenson and Mr. Crowder voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion defeated on a 4-4 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER
WATER CONSERVATION – CITY TO REMAIN IN STAGE TWO MANDATORY RESTRICTIONS; ITEM TO BE PLACED ON JANUARY 17 AGENDA TO CONSIDER AMENDING ORDINANCE TO EXEMPT POOL AND SPA DEALERS
City Manager Allen presented Council members with Falls Lake update #70.  He explained the water supply pool storage in Falls Lake is up to 60 percent due to the rise in water levels.  This does not include the water storage in the Beaverdam portion of the lake.  The projections today indicates we have 196 days of water supply currently in storage at Falls Lake which would take us to July 17, 2006.  City Manager Allen indicated long term weather forecasts say it is likely that the next month or so will be a little drier than normal.  City Manager Allen stated at this point he would recommend that the Council consider staying at stage two mandatory restrictions as it is felt it would be prudent to get the lake a little closer to full before lifting the restrictions.  City Manager pointed out there is one business that is being adversely impacted and the Council may wish to consider exempting that business from the restriction and that is pool and spa installers.  Once they install a pool or spa they need to get it filled; therefore, his recommendation would be to stay in stage two until we get a little closer to a full lake but amend the stage two mandatory restriction ordinance to allow pool and spa installers to fill their products.

Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation for the report and appreciation to the residents pointing out the report indicates the current rolling 30 day pumping average is at the lowest since we started monitoring the data some four months ago.  He stated while the lake is 60 percent full that means we need 40 more percent having it totally full; therefore, he feels we should stay where we are and see what occurs and hopefully the lake will be full in 4 to 6 weeks but we need to be cautious.  Mayor Meeker moved that the Council authorize staying in stage two mandatory restrictions but have an exemption for pool and spa installers.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West.  Mr. Crowder agreed pointing out he knows citizens want to wash cars, etc. but he feels we need to hold the line and hope everyone will be patient.  City Attorney McCormick suggested that the Council hold off on the amendment to the stage two mandatory restriction ordinance until the next meeting to allow him an opportunity to prepare the amendment.  He pointed out the ordinance has been amended many times and he wants to make sure it is prepared properly.  Mayor Meeker and Mr. West amended their motion to direct staying in stage two mandatory restrictions and place the item on the next agenda to consider an amendment to allow for pool and spa installers to fill their products.  The restated motion was put to a vote and passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
DOWNTOWN SOUTH END PROJECT – UPDATE RECEIVED; ADMINISTRATION TO PROVIDE INFORMATION ON FINANCING A STREETSCAPE PROJECT
A short report will be made at the meeting describing the status and location of a variety of public and private projects underway in the south end of Downtown.  This report has already been made to the Comprehensive Planning Committee and is being provided to the full Council to place into context a variety of upcoming agenda items regarding the Underground Parking Deck, the Site #1 Development Proposal, and the Major Public Art Initiative in the Hannover Square vicinity.

Recommendation:  Accept as information.

Dan Douglas, Urban Design Center, presented the following PowerPoint:
Project: Marriott Hotel

Consultant/Design/Development Team: City – Dan Howe, Design – Cooper Carry, Development – Noble

Status: In Review – CPC

Issues:

1.
Building Materials (MOU versus proposed) 

2.
Fayetteville lobby entrance

3.
Lenoir Street elevation articulation/art

4.
Building top – lighting and articulation

5.
Street edge lighting

6.
North side of pool enclosure articulation

7.
Floor elevations in relation to street elevations

8.
Salisbury Street entries

9.
Details of street level in elevation

Project: Convention Center Streetscapes / Site Plan

Consultant/Design/Development Team: City – Wayne Baker, Design – TVS/OBA/Clearscapes

Status: In Review @ Planning Commission 

Issues:

1.
Design of the Ground Level Connector to Fayetteville Street

2.
Design of the east side of Salisbury Street

3.
Design of the Underground Connector to the Hotel

Project: Underground Parking Deck

Consultant/Design/Development Team: City – Bob Panella, Dan Howe, Design – Kimley Horn

Status: Site Plan Approved, Construction Bids Underway, Final Pricing – Feb. 07

Issues:

1.
Ventilation access onto Fayetteville Street

2.
Vehicle access through Site 1, other ingress and egress locations

3.
Relationship to possible Phase 2 underground deck

4.
Connections to the Hannover Deck

5.
Fayetteville Street improvements on the roof of deck

6.
Funding for cost escalations since original estimate

Project: City Center Plaza / Fayetteville-Salisbury and Fayetteville-Wilmington Pedestrian Connections

Consultant/Design/Development Team: City – Bob Panella, Dan Howe, Dan Douglas, Leah Wiebe-Smith, Design - Kimley Horne, Jaume Plensa (art), 

Status:  Design Funded but Construction Unfunded, Plensa Visit – December 15/16, Conceptual Design Late Jan./Early Feb. 2006

Issues:

1.
Structural modifications to the existing Hannover Deck to support traffic on Fayetteville Street above

2.
Design Fayetteville-Salisbury connection as pedestrian plaza while allowing vehicle access to hotel main entrance – construction funded through Convention Center budget

3.
Program and design for pedestrian connection north of One Bank of America Plaza building undefined at this point

4.
Make Fayetteville-Wilmington pedestrian connection friendly to street-level active uses – accommodate substantial grade change to Wilmington Street

5.
Coordination of street lighting with Fayetteville St. Phase 1 project

6.
Transition from Fayetteville Street Phase 1 to plaza – flush curbs, materials, etc.

7.
Possible financing through 2/3 bond proceeds

8.
Possible major corporate gift for public art

Design Parameters

•
The design must support the creation of active ground level uses in adjacent buildings. 

•
The needs, comfort and safety of pedestrians are a priority.

•
Two lanes of vehicular traffic must traverse the plaza. 

•
The plaza must be able to accommodate outdoor events – including live performances seasonal markets, parades and busking.

•
Clear, ADA accessible pathways must be provided to the main entrances of adjacent buildings.

•
Water, shade and green spaces are important elements in softening the hardscape.

•
The design must consider the location of an existing parking deck beneath grade in the plaza.

•
Wind and sun patterns and views to the Capitol and to the Progress Energy Center should be considered in any design for the plaza.

•
The location of a porte cochere and vehicle circulation area for the new Marriott Hotel is fixed in the southwest corner of the plaza, connecting to Fayetteville Street.

•
The location of an east-west pedestrian plaza (incorporating the hotel porte cochere area) connecting the new Convention Center and Wilmington Street perpendicular to Fayetteville Street is fixed just south of the two Hannover buildings.

Project: Fayetteville Street Phase 2 / Lenoir Street Streetscapes

Consultant/Design/Development Team: City – Bob Panella, Dan Howe, Dan Douglas,   Design – Kimley-Horn

Status: Design funded but only in early schematic design, Projected Completion 2008

Issues:

1.
Underground Parking Deck design constraints (ventilation, tree root zone area, etc.)

2.
Location of Capital Chandeliers – street lighting coordination

3.
Location and design of surface access to Underground Parking Deck at Lenoir and Fayetteville Streets

4.
Relationship to Hotel façade treatments and entrances

5.
CAT service access on Lenoir Street

Project: Possible Outdoor Festival Site

Consultant/Design/Development Team: City – Roger Krupa, Dan Douglas, Design – OBA/Others

Status: Unfunded, Conceptual Design Only

Issues:

1.
Funding needed – possible partnership with entertainment industry firm

2.
NCSU LA students completed design studies this year

3.
Management and programming of the site still undetermined

4.
Sharing arrangement with Convention Center loading function – trailer storage

Project: City-Owned Site 1

Consultant/Design/Development Team: City – Dan Howe, Design – JDavis, Development – TMC

Status:  MOU / Project Program and Design prepared in draft form and in review

Issues:

1.
Possible uses – movie theater, health club, above-ground parking, first and second story retail/restaurant 

2.
Design – working though review using new Urban Design Handbook

3.
Access to Underground Parking Deck

4.
Financial arrangements

5.
Parking reservations

Project: City-Owned Site 4

Consultant/Design/Development Team: City – Dan Howe, Design – Stephen B. Jacobs - NY, Development – Empire Properties

Status: Awaiting Draft MOU / Design Concept from Development Team

Issues:

1.
Air rights over the Performing Arts Center Parking Deck

2.
Connection to the existing Performing Arts Center Deck

3.
Financial arrangement

4.
Parking reservations

Project: City-Owned Sites 2 and 3

Consultant/Design/Development Team: No Team Selected

Status: Tentative RFP issued in 2007/2008

Issues:

1.
Fayetteville Street extended or Performance Plaza?

2.
Parking underground?

3.
One developer or two?

4.
Scale of buildings in relation to the Progress Energy Center for the Performing Arts

5.
Relationship to Sites 1 and 4, Convention Center and Marriott Hotel

Project: Lenoir/South Conversion from 1 to 2-way

Consultant/Design/Development Teams: City – Carl Dawson, Design – Kimley Horn

Status: Feasibility Study Complete, No Design Work Authorized, No Construction Funded

Issues:

1.
Funding – range estimate $650,000 to $1,400,000

2.
Options include medians, full paving and markings

3.
Possible funding through 2/3 bonds proceeds

4.
Scheduling of completion before 2008

5.
Hotel and Site 1 access and traffic flow

6.
Opportunity for unused ROW – medians/plantings/gateway feature

7.
Street or plaza along Fayetteville corridor between these two streets

Project: Wake County Parking Deck

Consultant/Design/Development Team: County – Phil Stout, City – Dan Douglas, Design – Kimley Horn, Development Team – Undecided Empire Properties or Spectrum Properties

Status: In RFP Selection Process Now

Issues:

1.
Deck sizing and mix of uses

2.
Street level active uses

3.
Selection of development team in January

Project: Palladium

Consultant/Design/Development Team: Design – JDavis, Development – White Oak Properties

Status: Approved – Breaking Ground in January 2006

Issues:

1.
Street level active uses

Project: Empire Properties Assemblage – Wilmington and Cabarrus

Consultant/Design/Development Team: Development Team – Empire Properties

Status: No Design or Program Presented

Issues:

1.
Termination of the east end of the pedestrian cross-link connecting Convention Center to Wilmington Street

Project: Possible African American Cultural Complex 

Consultant/Design/Development Team: Design – Freelon Group, Development Team – Pope House, MLK Center, African American Cultural Center

Status: Feasibility study complete – action deferred by Council 

Issues:

1.
Feasibility of project, cost and location

2.
Design and scale of proposed facility

3.
Relationship with major projects to the west

4.
Streetscape and active uses along Wilmington Street

5.
Relationship with Empire Properties assemblage

Mr. Crowder expressed concern about idling vehicles in the possible outdoor festival site.  Mr. Douglas pointed out this has been discussed with the convention center director and explained the outdoor festivals and convention center indoor business does not overlap that much.  There is a lot of ways to work out that issue.  Mr. Crowder suggested we look at other sites for stacking of the vehicles in connection with convention center shows.
Ms. Taliaferro talked about the presentation and discussion that took place when the presentation was made in Committee.  She indicated the presentation does help the Council get a better perspective on the various activities, etc.  She stated at one time there was discussion about having a pedestrian plaza between the hotel and site one and questioned why that has been dropped.  She stated with all of the pedestrians in the area and the anticipated people living in the downtown area, she feels we need pedestrian ways and/or open space.  Mr. Douglas pointed out the thinks it was the hope to open Fayetteville Street to Lenoir Street and if we put a pedestrian plaza between the hotel and site one it would impede traffic.  He talked about discussions with the hotel and the connections between the hotel, Hannover towers, etc.  
Ms. Taliaferro questioned how much of the streetscape the hotel developers be paying for and what type leverage we have to get the hotel developers to be a part of the streetscape program.  City Manager Allen pointed out the hotel developers are not responsible for any of the streetscape that would be the City’s responsibility as we are doing along the rest of Fayetteville Street Mall.  The City has taken responsibility for all the streetscape program.  Ms. Taliaferro questioned why the hotel developers would not have any financial responsibility for the streetscape.  City Manager Allen again pointed out the City has undertaken the streetscape programs in the downtown area and none of the cost have been assessed against the abutting property owners.  Ms. Taliaferro questioned if that will apply to the RBC tower, questioned why the Downtown Streetscape Program is handled differently in the downtown than other parts of the City.  Private development obligations was talked about and what others in the downtown area have provided such as Progress Energy.  How the streetscape along Fayetteville Street will be handled and the streetscape scheme from the City Center Plaza north was discussed.  Administration was asked to provide information on how streetscape projects are funded.  No further action was taken.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE ARTS COMMISSION

ARTS COMMISSION 2000 ANNUAL REPORT AND 2006 ACTION PLAN – RECEIVED; ARTS COMMISSION ASKED TO MAKE A RECOMMENDATION ON UTILIZATION OF FUNDS
Beth Yerxa, Chair of the Arts Commission, pointed out Council Members had received a copy of the 2005-2006 Annual Report and Action Plan.  Ms. Yerxa highlighted the report and talked about the restructuring, the hiring of a new Arts Director, hiring of a contract public art coordinator, opportunities and work of the public arts coordinator, touched on the public art master plan, art acquisition and the work plan for next year.
Ms. Yerxa pointed out the June 21, 2005 Council decision to amend Artspace’s lease agreement.  During that meeting, Artspace’s agreement to purchase the building from the City was modified, thereby $87,000 of the Commission’s funding needed to be reallocated for a different use.  The Commission requests that the funds be allocated to:
a. additional mid-cycle funding to non-profit arts organizations.

b. purchase of public art for City spaces.

c. offer professional development opportunities and workshops for minority and emerging arts groups as well as grantees.

d. enhance and market the Medal of Arts awards ceremony and reception.

Specific funding recommendations for items 1 and 2 will come back to City Council for final review and approval.
Discussion took place as to how much of the $87,000 would be used in the four areas after which Ms. Taliaferro moved that the Council received the report and work plan but request that the Arts Commission come back with specific recommendations on the utilization of the $87,000 and that the item be placed on the next agenda to receive a report.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD
MORDECAI HISTORIC PARK ADVISORY BOARD – PROPOSAL – REFERRED TO LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
In January 2005 Capital Area Preservation (CAP) informed the Raleigh City Council by letter of their intent not to renew their lease for Mordecai Historic Park.  City Council agreed and authorized the hiring of staff to manage the Park’s day to day operations effective July 1, 2005.  Due to the potential interest of citizens in reconstituting an advisory body for Mordecai Historic Park, at the request of the Parks and Recreation Director, the City Manager authorized the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB) to examine and recommend a proposal to outline the role, term, and composition of a possible citizen advisory group for Mordecai Historic Park.

The Ad hoc committee met several times throughout the year, conducted a survey and held a public meeting for citizen input to facilitate the following recommendations that the PRGAB voted unanimously on December 15, 2005 to forward to City Council for consideration.

· Establish an advisory board for Mordecai Historic Park, called the Mordecai Historic Park Advisory Board (MHPAB).  MHPAB shall serve in an advisory capacity as a volunteer advocacy group to promote public programs, historic preservation, park improvements, marketing, fundraising, and strategic planning for Mordecai Historic Park.

· It will be a freestanding board, appointed by and reporting to the PRGAB, consisting of nine (9) members, one of which will be a standing member of the PRGAB who will be a liaison to the PRGAB.

· Six (6) members of the MHPAB must be residents of the City of Raleigh.

· Like members of the PRGAB, MHPAB members will serve two-year terms, three terms in a row maximum.

· The founding board will determine the initial governance structure, including the subcommittees, ex-officio members, nomination, or any other governing questions as determined by the board.

Recommendation:  Approve the recommendations of the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board to establish an advisory board for Mordecai Historic Park.

Mayor Meeker pointed out he had heard a lot of good things about what is happening at Mordecai Historic Park.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out she was at the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board meeting when this recommendation was made and she is happy to see the recommendation.  She stated however she feels it should be studied a little further and suggested the City Attorney or the Law and Public Safety Committee look at the recommendation and provide a report.  Ms. Crowder questioned the appointment process pointing out he feels the appointments should go through the regular City Council process.  After brief discussion it was agreed to refer the item to Law and Public Safety Committee for a report back to Council.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE RALEIGH TRANSIT AUTHORITY

RALEIGH TRANSIT AUTHORITY – ANNUAL REPORT - RECEIVED
Michael Summerlin, Chairperson of the Raleigh Transit Authority, indicated Council members had received a copy of the annual report for fiscal year 2005.  He read the Capital Area Transit Authority’s mission statement and highlighted the report as follows:
· Passenger revenues were up 7.8 percent of FY 2004.
· Ridership was up 5.6 percent over FY 2004.
· UPASS ridership grew by 2.8 percent over FY 2004.
· Preventable bus accidents per 100,000 miles remain unchanged – 1.06 per 100,000 miles.
· Road calls decreased by 29 percent over FY 2004 partly due to replacement of and updating of rolling stock.

· On-time performance declined by 6 percent over FY 2004, the implementation of the 5 year plan is correcting this issue.

· The assessable Raleigh Transportation program passenger trip increased by 6.3 percent.

· Sunday bus service was implemented in January 2005 and has been tremendously successful.

· Regional fair boxes were installed to allow regional fare structures.

· Security cameras were installed on all CAT fixed route buses.

· CAT participated in a variety of promotional activities.

· FY 2006 looks very promising as ridership and revenues are higher than projected – 5.5 percent increase.

· Two new hybrid electric trolleys are now in service.

· CAT provided critical Hurricane Katrina emergency transportation.

· Service to Brier Creek is now provided in coordination with Triangle Transit Authority and Durham Area Transit Authority.  This is the first ever DATA/CAT connection point.

· Service gaps between Capital Area Transit, Triangle Transit Authority and C-Tran in Cary are under review to determine if service delivery can be coordinated, pointing out Crossroads has been looked at as a connection point.
Mr. Summerlin expressed appreciation to staff pointing out there has been quite a bit of turnover and Mike Kennon stepped up and took over the Transit Division some two years ago in addition to his regular responsibilities.  He stated David Eatmon has been hired and came up to speed in record time.  He expressed appreciation to everyone for all of the work.
Mr. Summerlin expressed appreciation to the City Council for providing the Sunday service and talked about the importance of UPASS pointing out the UPASS provides very important guaranteed revenue and gets additional people and hopefully new riders on board.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
ONE EXCHANGE PLAZA RESTAURANT – ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZED TO PREPARE LEASE AGREEMENT; BUDGET AMENDED
Mr. Isley pointed out one of the financial partners is associated with his father-in-law’s firm; therefore, he would request to be excused from participation in this matter.  Mayor Meeker moved Mr. Isley be excused from participating in this item.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted and Mr. Isley left the table.

Mayor Meeker reported by split vote, the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends authorizing the City Manager and City Attorney to prepare a lease agreement with New Raleigh Restaurant Group (NRRG) to operate a restaurant in the property owned by the City at One Exchange Plaza, according to the terms in the agenda packet, including a budget amendment to fund necessary upfit expenses.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West.
Ms. Taliaferro pointed out as she understands this would basically be a dinner type restaurant stating she is concerned about having a place for staff and other public employees to eat an affordable lunch.  City Manager Allen pointed out the entity hopes to open for lunch sometime in the future, maybe within 2 to 6 months after opening.  He stated they had not talked about the prices that will be charged at the restaurant but pointed out it is proposed to be a white tablecloth restaurant specializing in dinner.  Maybe they could have some take out possibilities for lunch sooner than the 2 to 6 months.  Ms. Taliaferro stated she would like to see some type commitment as to when the restaurant would be open for lunch.
Mr. Craven talked about the terms of the lease and the return on the City’s investment, the amount the City would put in versus the amount the City would receive.  Mayor Meeker pointed out we are talking about a publicly owned building and hopefully in a few years it will be a private building.  It is a substantial building in our downtown area.  City Manager Allen pointed out when the building is upfit for a restaurant it will be value added to the building.  Mr. Stephenson questioned if there is a guarantee with the Manager explaining the terms of the lease as included in information included in the agenda packet.  The City would have approximately $1,050,000 maximum investment including some $800,000 to bring the space to “vanilla box.”  As far as upfit is concerned, the City would provide $1.00 for every $2.00 spent by the tenant with a maximum City upfit allowance of some $500,000.  City manager Allen talked about the terms of the lease, the security deposit, the tenant, and the amount of $250,000 of the security which would decrease as times goes by but would cover any shortfall prior to that.  How to proceed at this point was talked about with the Mayor pointing out the motion is as stated and the City Manager could negotiate on a more definite answer on lunch availability.  Ms. Taliaferro again stated she was concerned about having an affordable lunch location pointing out a number of City employees are located in this building.  She is concerned about the employees having a place to run and grab lunch and get back to their work.  Here we are talking about high-end restaurant in a public building and expressed concern about the public employee.  Mayor Meeker pointed out there are many opportunities in the area for lunch for the many workers in the downtown area.  There is a sandwich shop in this particular building.  He stated the City is not trying to create a cafeteria for employees but a restaurant for all.  Mr. Stephenson pointed out his concern is not whether we are creating a lunch opportunity for City employees but the need to have an active streetscape throughout the day.  Mr. West pointed out in this case we would be fooling ourselves to say we are not trying to have a high-end restaurant.  There were several others who wanted to lease this space.  He stated he emphasizes with the issue of City employees but we are talking about trying to get a high-end restaurant in the area.
Mayor Meeker suggested holding the item and let Administration contact the perspective tenant between now and the night portion of the meeting to see if they could get a more firm commitment on lunch and/or lunch time take out with the Council agreeing.
Later in the meeting City Manager Allen pointed out the perspective tenant has committed to be open for lunch between 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. within 90 days.  He is willing to consider take-out opportunities.  Mayor Meeker restated the motion to authorize the City Manager and City Attorney to prepare a lease agreement with the new Raleigh restaurant group to operate a restaurant in the property owned by the City at One Exchange Plaza according to the terms included in the agenda packet including a budget amendment to fund necessary upfit expenses.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Craven and Mr. Crowder who voted in the negative.  (Isley excused)  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 5-2 vote.  See Ordinance 948TF35.
SENIOR CENTER – ADMINISTRATION TO PROCEED WITH FULL SCALE FEASIBILITY STUDY
Mayor Meeker reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends that Administration develop a proposal and budget for a full scale feasibility study for a state of the art Senior Center with the study to include site possibilities, community input and possible operating budget.  Information was in the agenda packet.
The information in the agenda packet included the following recommendation:
The City Council has requested the estimated cost for completing a Feasibility Study for a Senior Center. The Feasibility Study will result in a project cost estimate for the construction of a senior center.  The selected consultant of the Feasibility Study should perform the following tasks:

· Develop Criteria for site selection and make a recommendation of a preferred site.

· Develop the Senior Center Program. The Program statement should include type of activities and the anticipated scale of these activities. The Program statement should include the current programs and the interrelation of these current activities with proposed activities.

· Evaluate the facilities needed to support these activities.

· Make a recommendation concerning the operation of a proposed senior center

· Evaluate potential operating costs and anticipated revenue for the proposed center. 

· Incorporate public input in the above tasks

The estimated cost of the Feasibility Study is $27,500 to $45,000.

On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
WESTERN BOULEVARD EXTENSION – ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY - AUTHORIZED
Mr. West reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends the purchase of 1.55 acres located at 0 Blacksmith Drive (Tax ID #00004743) owned by DAMY, Inc. for $135,000 for the Western Boulevard extension subject to a satisfactory Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessments with the following conditions:  
1. $135,000 for 1.55 acres and all improvements located at 0 Blacksmith Drive with payments to be made to the owners in full at closing and 
2. The City will put forth its best effort to close on or before February 1, 2006 and the appropriate transfer of funds to cover the recommendations.
On behalf of the Committee, Mr. West moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 948TF35.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
WATER AND SEWER SALES AGREEMENT – TOWN OF WENDELL - APPROVED
Ms. Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends upholding staff’s recommendation to approve the request for amendment of the Wendell Water and Sewer Sales Contracts, authorize the City Manger to execute the amendments on behalf of the City and authorize City staff to work with appropriate staff in Knightdale and Wendell and Knightdale’s consultant (Withers & Ravenel) to proceed now with the design changes on the proposed Forestville Road Water Booster Pump Station as proposed.
Mayor Meeker pointed out he has been excused from participation on this matter; therefore, left the table.  Mr. West took the chair.

On behalf of the Public Works Committee, Ms. Taliaferro moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Craven.  Mr. Isley stated he is concerned about selling water to another municipality when we do not have enough to fulfill Raleigh citizens’ needs.  Ms. Taliaferro explained the existing agreement and pointed out this is within the allocated amount.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Isley who voted in the negative.  Mayor Meeker excused.  Mayor Pro Tem West moved the motion adopted on a 6-1 vote.
Mr. Crowder stated he feels it is worth reviewing this issue thoroughly that is what the cities we sell water to will do when the City of Raleigh has water restrictions.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out that is taken into consideration when we have merger or sales agreement.  City Manager Allen pointed out in the merger agreement the towns agree they will follow our restrictions/enforcement, etc.

PAVING ASSESSMENT ROLL 900A – LEESVILLE ROAD EXTENSION – CONFIRMING RESOLUTION ADOPTED
Chairperson Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends adoption of a resolution confirming Paving Assessment Roll 900A - Leesville Road Extension according to charges outlined by Resolution 2005-683 adopted on October 4, 2005.  On behalf of the Committee, Ms. Taliaferro moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Isley who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-1 vote.  See Resolution 760.
TC-22-04 FLOODWAY FRINGE REGULATIONS – APPROVED AS AMENDED
Chairperson Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends approval of TC-22-04 - Floodway Fringe Regulations with amendments made by the Committee.  The amendments include a provision that exempts ½ acre or less size lots, adds “subdivisions” to Section 10 and has an effective date of four months after passage.  The Committee also recommends upholding the Planning Commission’s additional recommendations of the TC-22-04 study group as outlined in CR10836.

A copy of the certified recommendation as well as the proposed ordinance with amendments made by the Committee was in the agenda packet.  On behalf of the Committee, Ms. Taliaferro moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Craven.  Mr. Crowder stated he would not support the motion because of his concern about the reduction to the one half acre parcel being exempt.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Crowder who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-1 vote.  See Ordinance 953TC279.
REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS
BUS STOP SIGN – FALLS OF NEUSE/BLAND ROAD – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION
Ms. Taliaferro pointed out there is a bus stop sign at the corner of Falls of Neuse/Bland Road that needs to be replaced/repaired pointing out it was damaged in an automobile wreck.  The item was referred to Administration.
PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE – LIGHTING – REFERRED TO CITY MANAGER
Mayor Meeker pointed out he had circulated a letter from the Arts Museum Director Larry Wheeler relative to lighting on the pedestrian bridge over I-440.  He asked to refer the letter to the City Manager to work with Mr. Wheeler to come forth with a proposal.
HILLSBOROUGH STREET PARTNERSHIP ASSISTANCE - ACCEPTED
Mayor Meeker pointed out he had provided Council members with a letter concerning the Hillsborough Street Partnership’s offer to assist with the implementation of roundabouts on Hillsborough Street.  Mayor Meeker moved that the Council accept the Partnership offer of help.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder.  Mr. Stephenson pointed out he is a member of the Hillsborough Street Partnership and questioned if there would be a conflict of interest.  In response to questioning it was pointed out the Hillsborough Street Partnership would not be paid anything for this assistance; therefore, there would be no conflict.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
MEMORIAL – JOHN WATKINS – REFERRED TO ARTS COMMISSION TO WORK WITH PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT
Mayor Meeker talked about the death of John Watkins pointing out Mr. Watkins was involved in many art projects including work with the acorn that is dropped each year on New Years Eve.  He suggested referring an issue to the Arts Commission to look at what type memorial could be given to appropriately honor Mr. Watkins.  Ms. Taliaferro stated if the recommendation involves a park the Arts Commission should involve the Parks and Recreation department.  Without objection the item was referred to the Arts Commission.
MEMORIAL – MIRIAM P. BLOCK – REFERRED TO BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Mayor Meeker pointed out former Council member Miriam Block passed away last year.  He asked that an item be referred to Budget and Economic Development Committee to look at the appropriate way to honor Ms. Block.  Without objection the item was referred to Budget and Economic Development Committee.
LIAISONS – TO BE CONSIDERED AT THE NEXT MEETING
Mayor Meeker pointed out he has been working on developing the City Council Liaison with various City appointed boards.  He stated he had received responses from most Council members and between now and the next meeting he would circulate a draft and hopefully at the next meeting the liaisons could be appointed.  He stated most Council members did not want to change their positions and he would honor the requests where possible.
TRAFFIC – SIGNAL AT RIVERBROOKE SUBDIVISION – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION
Mr. West pointed out at a recent south CAC meeting that group made a request for a traffic signal at the Riverbrooke Subdivision on Rock Quarry Road.  He asked Administration to look into the request.  Without objection the item was referred to Administration.
DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT – POSSIBILITY OF EDUCATIONAL FORUM – REFERRED TO THE CITY MANAGER
Mr. West pointed out he had some conversations with Marty Clayton relative to the second phase of the Progress Energy development and the impact that will have on existing small businesses in the area.  He stated he had talked with the City Manager relating to the City providing some leadership and maybe involving the Downtown Raleigh Association, RBC Center and others to look at how we can help educate the people downtown on what is going on and how they will be impacted.  He stated sometimes perceptions are as important as reality and he feels we need to define what it is we are trying to get out of such a forum.  He feels it is important to have a process whereby we can identify businesses we would like to keep in the downtown area and integrate into the downtown revitalization/renaissance.  He talked about efforts of helping “Men at Work” saying efforts such as that are very important.  He feels we should provide some educational efforts, help the small businesses who want to stay or relocate.  He feels it is important to have some type forum or method of educating people on exactly what is happening and the impact on them.  He asked to refer this to the City Manager to look at developing some type forum.
URBAN LAND INSTITUTE – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mr. Crowder presented each Council member with a copy of the December issue of Urban Land.  He talked about the Urban Land Institute and the work Smedes York and others in the area are undertaking to get a local chapter started.  He stated it is something he hopes some of the City Council members will join and gave Mr. John Healy’s phone number if anyone is interested.  He talked about the January 19th round table and talked about design dividends.  Mr. Crowder read portions of an article from the December issue of Urban Land relative to the role of architecture.
SIDEWALK – LORIMER/KAPLAN INTERSECTION – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION
Mr. Crowder pointed out there is a missing section of sidewalk at the southeast corner of the intersection of Lorimer and Kaplan Drive.  He stated he would like for Administration to see what we could do to get that missing section installed, if there would be an assessment or whatever.  Without objection the item was referred to Administration.
STREET TREES – WESTERN BOULEVARD – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION
Mr. Crowder pointed out the required street trees at the Cookout on Western Boulevard seemed to have died sometime ago.  He asked Administration to check to see what could be done to make sure the trees are replaced.
PEACE STREET – ALLEY ACCESS – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION
Mr. Crowder talked about access from alleyways parallel to Peace Street.  He stated it looks like whoever is first in with the development controls the alleyways and it could have some negative impact on other development or redevelopment in the area.  He asked Administration to look into the situation and provide recommendations or suggestions.
UNIVERSITY PARK – CONCERNS – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION
Mr. Crowder pointed out he had a letter relative to some information from Parks and Recreation relative to the University Park area.  He stated there are some concerns about needed signs near the Isabel Cannon Park and other needed items in that area.  He stated he would provide a copy of the letter for Administration to follow-up on.  The item was so referred.
REVENUE SOURCES – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mr. Crowder indicated earlier in the meeting there was discussion relative to revenue sources for schools and roads and he feels the City Council needs to extend some leadership and ask if the Council could look at some options for potential new revenue sources to help with the road and school situation.  Mayor Meeker pointed out the County has set up a task force and maybe it would be better to work with that task force.  He stated he would talk with Mr. Crowder about his suggestion.
TRAFFIC LIGHTS – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Ms. Kekas pointed out she had been contacted by a cub scout questioning if the City is using high efficient lights for our traffic signals.  It was pointed out we do.  The comments were received.
POLICE – BRIER CREEK AREA – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Ms. Kekas pointed out there have been a number of break-ins, etc. in the Brier Creek area and questioned if it was the Brier Creek area where police officers were not performing and were discharged and if so if they were replaced.  City Manager Allen talked vacancies and how they are filled.  Ms. Kekas questioned if we have enough coverage in the Brier Creek area with City Manager Allen pointing out he is not aware of any areas that are short of police coverage.  The comments were received.
HORTON STREET – SIDEWALK – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION
Ms. Kekas talked about the condition or lack of sidewalk on Horton Street near the property acquired by the City through FEMA.  She pointed out there is a parking lot next to the greenway behind the Palms Apartments and the sidewalk needs attention.  The item was referred to Administration.
WATER CONSERVATION TASK FORCE – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mr. Isley pointed out members of the golf course community would like to have a representative on the Water Conservation Task Force.  The item was referred to Administration to provide a recommendation.
SIGNS – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mr. Isley pointed out he has enjoyed seeing the new signage that is being put up announcing upcoming streets.  He stated it is very helpful.
SIGNAGE – HILLSBOROUGH STREET – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION
Ms. Taliaferro pointed out Council members had received a request relative to lack of signage on Hillsborough Street to direct people back to I-40.  She stated the area of concern seems to be in the vicinity of Burke Brothers pointing out Council members received a letter from a person expressing concern about the lack of signage.  The item was referred to Administration.
APPOINTSMENTS
APPOINTMENTS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN
The City Clerk read the following results of the ballot votes:
Planning Commission - Two Vacancies - Paul Anderson - 8 (All Council Members); Chuck Walker – 5 (Isley, West, Kekas, Taliaferro, Craven); Rene Bethea - 2 (Stephenson, Crowder); Matthew Brown – 1 (Meeker)

Park, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board - One Vacancy - Gerald Wright - 5 (Isley, West, Kekas, Taliaferro, Craven); Sharon Hazouri - 3 (Stephenson, Meeker, Crowder)
Substance Abuse Advisory Commission - Two Vacancies – Mr. West nominated Chip Futrell.
The appointments of Paul Anderson and Chuck Walker to the Planning Commission and Gerald Wright to the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board were announced.  The Substance Abuse Commission will be carried over until the next meeting.

NOMINATIONS

APPEARANCE COMMISSION – NOMINATIONS MADE
The term of Hillman Duncan expires in February.  He is eligible for reappointment, has a good attendance record and would like to be considered for reappointment.  Mr. Crowder nominated Mr. Duncan for reappointment.  The item will be carried until the next meeting.
ARTS COMMISSION – REAPPOINTMENTS MADE
The terms of Genevieve Farmer, Lee Tripi, Jessie Cannon and Brian Shawcroft expire in February.  All are eligible for reappointment as far as length of service is concerned.  Various Council members nominated all four for reappointment.  Mr. Crowder moved the Council suspend the rules and reappoint all four by acclamation.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION – NOMINATION MADE
The term of Herbert Crenshaw Jr. expires in February.  He has a good attendance record and is eligible for reappointment.  Mr. Crowder and Ms. Taliaferro nominated Mr. Crenshaw for reappointment.  The item will be carried over until the next meeting.
FAIR HOUSING HEARING BOARD – NOMINATION MADE
The terms of Octavia Rainey, Edna Davis and Barbara Best expire in February.  All are eligible for reappointment and have good attendance records.  Mr. West and Mr. Crowder nominated all three for reappointment.  The item will be carried over until the next meeting.
FIREMEN’S RELIEF FUND – NOMINATIONS MADE
The term of H.Y. Altman expires in January.  He is eligible for reappointment and is recommended for reappointment by the Fire Chief.  Ms. Taliaferro nominated Mr. Altman.  The item will be carried over until the next meeting.
HOUSING APPEALS BOARD – NOMINATION MADE
The term of Bill Rowe expires in February.  He is eligible for reappointment.  Mayor Meeker nominated Mr. Rowe for reappointment.  The item will be carried over until the next meeting.
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION – VACANCY ANNOUNCED
The term of Kimberly Gray Croom expires in January.  She is eligible for reappointment.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out she understood Ms. Croom may not wish to be considered for reappointment.  It was agreed to hold the item and let the Clerk check with Ms. Croom.
PARK, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD – NOMINATION MADE
The term of Gail Till expires in January.  She is eligible for reappointment, has an excellent attendance record and would like to be considered for reappointment.  Ms. Taliaferro nominated Ms. Till.  The item will be carried over until the next meeting.
PLANNING COMMISSION – REAPPOINTMENTS MADE
The terms of Elizabeth Kane and Maha Chambliss expire in January.  Both are eligible for reappointment and have excellent attendance records and would like to be considered for reappointment.  Brief discussion took place and Mr. Crowder moved the Council suspend the rules and reappoint Ms. Kane and Ms. Chambliss.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
RALEIGH TRANSIT AUTHORITY – NOMINATION MADE
The term of Jeffrey Mann expires in February.  He is eligible for reappointment.  Ms. Taliaferro and Ms. Kekas nominated Mr. Mann for reappointment.  The item will be carried over until the next meeting.
STORMWATER MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMISSION – NOMINATIONS MADE
The terms of Francine Durso, Dan Porter, Jim Wahlbrink and Marcia Lieber expire in February.  All are eligible for reappointment.  Ms. Taliaferro and Mr. Crowder nominated all four for reappointment.  The item will be carried over until the next meeting.
TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION – NOMINATION MADE
The terms of Earl Oakley and Dan James expire in February.  Mr. James has served since 2000; therefore, is not eligible for reappointment.  Mr. Oakley is eligible for reappointment.  Ms. Taliaferro nominated Mr. Oakley for reappointment.  The item will be carried over until the next meeting.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY ATTORNEY
CONDEMNATION – COMMENTS RECEIVED
City Attorney McCormick indicated an article appeared in the paper recently indicating someone has the ability to condemn property relating to the Progress Energy development.  He stated the City would not be involved in condemnation of that property.  The comments were received.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK
MINUTES – VARIOUS – APPROVED AS PRESENTED
Copies of the minutes of the December 5, 6 and 14, 2005 Council meetings were included in Council members’ agenda packet.  Mayor Meeker moved approval as presented.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
TAXES – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
A proposed resolution, adjusting, rebating or refunding penalties, exemptions and relieving interest for late listing of property for ad valorem taxes is in the agenda packet.  Adoption is recommended.  Mayor Meeker moved approval as presented.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 761.
ASSESSMENT ROLLS – VARIOUS – RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED
The following preliminary assessment rolls were be presented.  Adoption, which would set a public hearing to consider confirmation of cost on Tuesday, February 7, 2006, is recommended.

Sewer AR 1294 - Kingsborough Estates (PU 1997-23)

Sewer AR 1294A - Kingsborough Estates (PU 1997-23)

Sewer AR 1295 - Oakmont Annexation (PU 2003-12)

Paving AR 902 - Garner Road Phase I

Paving AR 902A - Garner Road Phase I

Sidewalk AR 359 - Garner Road Phase I

Sidewalk AR 359A - Garner Road Phase I
Mayor Meeker moved adoption of the resolutions as presented.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolutions 762, 763, 764, 765, 766, 767 and 768.
CLOSED SESSION
Mayor Meeker stated a motion is in order to enter closed session pursuant to GS 143-31811(a)(s) for the purpose of instructing City Staff concerning negotiation for park properties in North Raleigh.

On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved adoption of the motion which was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  The Council went into closed session at 3:25 p.m.
The Council reconvened in open session at 3:45 p.m. with Mayor Meeker pointing out the Council had advised the staff on a park acquisition.

RECESSED
There being no further business, Mayor Meeker announced the meeting recessed at 3:46 p.m. to be reconvened at 7:00 p.m.
Gail G. Smith

City Clerk

Gh/cc1/3/06

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in a regular reconvened meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 3, 2006 in the Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, 222 West Hargett Street, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, Raleigh, North Carolina, with all Council members present.  The Mayor reconvened the meeting and the following items were discussed with action taken as shown.
REQUEST AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS
PROBATIONARY RENTAL OCCUPANCY PERMIT – 2311 POOLE ROAD – APPEALED – REFERRED TO LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
William J. LeCount, 211 Bertie Drive, introduced the tenant at 2311 Poole Road.  Mr. LeCount stated he did not receive a letter from the City.  The only letter he received was from Rex Hospital relative to his property.  He pointed out he has a statement from the Post Office indicating there has been trouble in delivering his mail.  He did not receive proper notification from the City relative to the nuisance nor did his tenant; therefore, he would like to appeal the Inspections Director’s determination that his property at 2311 Poole Road is subject to obtaining a Probationary Rental Occupancy Permit.  The tenant at 2311 Poole Road pointed out no one sent him a letter and he did not know he could not put bushes or shrubbery debris at the curb to be picked up by the City.  He thought it was legal.
Housing Environmental Inspector Spruill indicated the owner was sent a letter on August 3, with an August 15 deadline.  On August 19 the Inspections Department did abate the nuisance.  The August 3 letter was sent by First Class mail to 211 Bertie Drive.  Mr. LeCount pointed out that is his current address and has been for quite sometime but he has experienced problems in receiving mail.  In response to questioning it was pointed out there has been no other violation at this property.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out we had a similar case at the last meeting and that was referred Law and Public Safety Committee to discuss when the total ordinance is discussed and maybe this item should be so referred.  Mr. LeCount again stated he had a letter from the post office relative to missed delivery of his mail.  He stated he has 7 other properties in Raleigh and any time anything goes wrong, he takes care of it immediately.  He pointed out his tenant cut the shrubs and wasn’t aware that he couldn’t place them at the curb to be picked up by the City.  Mr. Crowder suggested Mr. LeCount get with the Inspections Department to learn about the PROP program and make his tenants aware of the program.  Mr. Stephenson pointed out he thought at one time the letters were sent certified but the procedure has been changed and questioned why.  Mr. Spruill pointed out there were a large number of certified letters returned as the owners would not accept them; therefore the change was made to first class mail.  Without further discussion the item was referred to Law and Public Safety Committee.
COMMITTEE APPOINTMENT PROCEDURE – REFERRED TO LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
Robert Mulder, 3116 Ward Road, stated one of the most important factors in government is maintaining the public trust.  He talked about all of the problems with conflict of interest at the State and Federal level pointing out he feels all politicians no matter what level should be very careful to avoid any conflict or perceived conflict of interest.  He stated in that light he is suggesting that the Council institute some type guideline in the committee appointment process to keep two people from the same institution from serving on the same board.  He stated he knows there would be exceptions such as two people who work for State government or the university but work in separate departments would not be a problem but two people from the same department of those same institutions or two people from the same company on the same board in his opinion would be a conflict of interest.  He stated it may not be an actual conflict but it would have the appearance of a conflict.  Without discussion the item was referred to Law and Public Safety Committee.
PUBLIC NUISANCE – 3305 BURNTWOOD CIRCLE – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA
Michelle Lucas had requested permission to discuss mail delivery problems relating to a public nuisance at 3305 Burntwood Circle.  It was reported that issue has been resolved; therefore, the item was removed from the agenda with no action taken.
PUBLIC NUISANCE APPEAL – 2709 PLAINSVIEW CIRCLE – NO ACTION TAKEN
John Majernik was at the meeting to appeal the public nuisance relating to property at 2709 Plainsview Circle.  Mr. Majernik indicated he obtained possession of the property the first week of November.  There was some trash left at the curb.  Someone called on November 10th and he received a letter on November 12.  By the time he received the notice half of the trash has been picked up.  The appliance and the furniture were gone but there was remaining trash.  He stated this was the second offense as he understands two months prior to that, the prior tenant had left a refrigerator at the club.
Housing Environmental Inspector Robert Spruill indicated the owner was sent the first notice on August 19th, the $100.00 administrative fee was held in abeyance.  He presented photos taken on November 10th.  At that time the administrative fee for the first offense and the administrative fee for the second violation within a 12 month period was levied.  There was no motion on the part of any Council member to take action; therefore Administration’s actions were upheld.
CAPITAL CITY BAND EXPO – REQUEST FOR CONTINUED SUPPORT – CITY MANAGER DIRECTED TO PLACE MONEY IN BUDGET
Ray Pittman, Capital City Band Expo, was at the meeting along with the Capital Cup.  He stated for the past several years he has served as chairman of the Capital City Band Expo.  Last year 18 bands from across the state came to participate in the Capital City Band Expo and explained how the expo works.  All were excited and wanted to go home with the Capital Cup.  He expressed appreciation to the City for their support and co-sponsorship in the past pointing out the City’s financial support has made it possible to bring in national judges and to provide the Capital Cup.  He expressed appreciation to the Mayor for presenting the award last year and asked the City for the continued support pointing out the Capital City Band Expo will be held October 28th.  He stated he is asking for the same level support the City has given for the last two years which is $1,500.00.
Mayor Meeker suggested the Council direct the Manager to place the $1,500 in the proposed budget and the Council could make the final decision at budget time.  It was agreed to follow that course of action.
SEWER EASEMENT – 1313 DUPLIN ROAD – PROPOSED SOLUTION – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
Lori Fuller and James H. Niver, 1313 Duplin Road, were at the meeting to propose a solution relative to a sewer on an infill project that they are trying to construct.  Ms. Fuller stated they have lived at this residence for some 11 years and unbeknown to them the City had been using the side yard for a sewer main pointing out there was noting on the deed, plats, etc. that indicated there is a sewer line and easement on their property.  The main was not drawn in on any maps or plats.  The couldn’t see any physical evidence of a sewer line and that has created quite a problem.  Ms Fuller stated on August 23, 2005 they were approved by the Board of Adjustment to subdivide the lot into two lots and construct two homes.  She explained this was done after they had spent considerable time looking at the options, etc. as to what to do with the 52 year old house.  They felt their best option was to divide the property into lots, sale one, utilize the proceeds to build them a new house on the second lot.  She explained they had worked out a deal with a developer to build a spec home and at the same time build their new home.  The set the closing for the first week in October.  They moved out of the house the last week in September but they had to postpone the construction work as the plat map hadn’t been filed as it had been misplaced in City Hall.  The surveyor was on his way to file the plat map when he noticed utility line marker which indicated the utility line across their property.  They had started demolition of their home when this was discovered.  She stated the only place anyone could find that sewer main and easement was on a map maintained in the Public Utilities Department that is not available to the public.  She stated their surveyor nor the two previous surveyors had ever picked up on the sewer line or easement.  She told of conversations she had with the City Attorney’s office and Public Utilities and pointed out she is at the meeting to request the City to compensate her for the sewer easement by paying to move the sewer main and she would provide a legal easement for the relocated main.  She talked about the City’s infill policy which calls for the City to pay to replace outdated or nonfunctioning lines.  She stated however she understands staff if saying her problem does not fall within that solution and at any rate there is a five year waiting list for sewer replacements on infill projects.  She stated by the time all of this had been discovered they had moved out of their house and it was in the process of being demolished.  She presented a packet of material showing the existing lot layout, the new lot line the Board of Adjustment had approved, told of the fact there was no evidence in her yard that there was a sewer main running through it, no manholes, etc., her understanding that the existing line is a 6 inch line and the current requirement would be an 8 inch line of different materials.  She went through the various exhibits and pointed out she understands the estimated cost to move and install a new line is some $11,952.  She stated had they known the line was there they could have done something differently but everything got approved and no one knew the line was there.  Their house is being demolished.  She stated she is before the Council to ask the Council to compensate her for the easement which is across her property and direct staff to comply with the policy which calls for reimbursing her for the installation of the new line and she would give the City a new sewer main that meets all of the requirements today and that will also help increase the tax base.
Brief discussion took place with City Attorney McCormick pointing out his office has been working with Ms. Fuller and talked about the City having an easement by subscription with Ms. Fuller indicating she does not believe that is the case and explained Court of Appeal rulings.  In response to questioning, City Attorney indicated the typical policy would require the property owner to bear the expense of relocating the sewer line and dedicating a new easement.  Ms. Fuller detailed her various exhibits and discussions that have been held.  It was agreed to refer the item to Public Works Committee for further discussion.
DEVELOPMENT CONCERNS – WILLIAMS ROAD - WITHDRAWN
Henry Duell, 907 Williams Road, had asked permission to address Council relative to development adjacent to his property.  It was pointed out by the City Clerk that Mr. Duell had requested the item be removed from the agenda and rescheduled for January 17.
FIRE DEPARTMENT – HIRING AND PROMOTIONAL PRACTICES – COMMENTS RECEIVED – REFERRED TO BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Welton Jones indicated he had got a copy of the resume of Fire Chief Larry Stanford and Mr. McGraft who is the person from Philadelphia who has been hired as the City of Raleigh Fire Chief.  He stated he had studied the two resumes and needs someone to explain to him what the gentleman out of Philadelphia has that Larry Stanford does not have.  He stated an interim fire chief has been named and he would like his resume also as he would like to see what the interim chief has on his resume that Chief Stanford does not have.  Mr. Jones stated he feels some things are going on that are wrong.  He stated he had gone to Personnel and had asked for information and he was provided misinformation.  He stated he had asked Personnel if any policies had changed as it relates to promotion and hiring since he had retired and he got no response, so he assumed the procedures are the same.  He stated he had asked for some information to be delivered to him within 30 days relative to hiring and promotion policies but he hadn’t heard one word from the governing body.  He explained the process he went through to get on the agenda to appear before this meeting and pointed out the day after he turned his request into the City Clerk to appear at this meeting, he got a call from Chief Earl Fowler, then he got a call from Freddie Lynn about an hour and a half later who told him he had some information he wanted to put in his hands.  He stated he had got that information but the City Council had not fulfilled their obligation.  Mr. Jones stated when he was before the Council before he had volunteered to give two days a week to beat the bushes to get minority applicants for the fire department, but he is withdrawing that offer as he does not feel the City Council has acted in good faith.
Mr. Jones again requested resumes of fire personnel including the new chief that has been hired and the last six chiefs who headed the fire department as he wants to see the differences.  He told of the number of years he worked for the City Fire Department and the fact that he only got one promotion the entire time he was employed.  He told of the number of black firefighters that were employed when he worked with the City and how few there are today.  He talked about Chief Fowler stating he was going to send off to get some information on employment practices from Denver but pointed out we do not need to send off.  He again stated he retired from the fire department and pointed out there are less black firefighters now than when he worked for the City.  He again stated misinformation was provided to him from the Personnel Department who told him their were 89 Fire Captains but that’s got to be wrong as there are 26 fire stations and seven pumpers and told of the shifts and how many captains there should be.  He again stated he would like to be provided information and let someone tell him what the new person that was hired has over Chief Stanford.  
In response to questioning, City Manager Allen pointed out Chief Lynn had delivered the information to Mr. Jones.  He stated he had provided Council members with some information on recruitment and the City Manager explained the process he went through to hire the new chief pointing out there are many factors.  In response to questioning, City Attorney McCormick indicated the resumes of the last Fire Chiefs are not public record unless the employees consent.  Mr. Jones questioned if this is going to become a legal matter with the City Attorney indicating that would be up to Mr. Jones.
Mr. West stated he thought Mr. Jones had some legitimate concerns pointing out he made the assumption that Mr. Jones and the Council would get some updates on hiring, promotion, etc. in the fire department.  He stated at the last meeting he made some statements about changes in hiring policies in the police department and he was hoping the Council would get some information and updates.  Some things may have fallen through the cracks.  He was hoping the Council would have had some data so they could make informed decision.  He stated the letter in the agenda packet does begin looking at the strategies and policies but he does not feel the Council has sufficient data.  He thought Administration was going to follow through on what Mr. Jones had asked for and everyone needs to stay on top of it and make sure he gets the information.  Mr. Jones expressed concerns about the slowness of the information coming to him and again talked about his career with the Fire Department.  He stated he is not going to give up until he gets the information.  He does not understand why there is so much difference in the hiring policy in Police and Fire Departments and explained the difference in the procedures leading up to the hiring of the Police Chief and Fire Chief.  The City Attorney pointed out the City Council is not involved in the hiring procedure.  Mr. Jones continued expressing his concerns about not having to go to Denver, Colorado to find out about affirmative action grants, the status of the hiring in the fire department and the break down.  City Manager Allen went over the statistics for the fire department as it relates to number of hires, how many were minorities, females, etc.  Mr. Jones questioned how females who are the daughters or the granddaughters of some of the richest people around can be counted as a minority.  After other discussion on Mr. Jones’ concerns without objection the item was referred to Budget and Economic Development Committee.
REVENUE ENHANCEMENT SUGGESTIONS – REFERRED TO BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Marc Scruggs, 348 Transylvania Avenue, indicated he wanted to discuss some issues he feels part of staff is aware of.  As he understands in 2005 on the average there was an $116,000 a month in bad debt for water, sewer, solid waste, etc., and that equates to some $1,400,000 annually.  He pointed out he knew the City was working with the North Carolina League of Municipalities with their debt collection program and he feels that is good but questioned what other things the City is doing.  He stated he supports the City Manager’s proposal to go back to once a month utility billing.  He would go further and suggest that the City reinstitute its security deposit requirement.  He explained utility billing and security requirements in other cities.  He suggested using a sliding scale on habitual offenders and talked about concerns of taxpayers having to cover debt and fees.  He suggested tying everything to social security numbers so that the debt could be tracked.  He pointed out other utility companies require security deposits and the City of Raleigh should do that also.
City Manager Allen pointed out the City of Raleigh’s collection rate is not out of line with other cities.  He pointed out setting up a security deposits is very costly administratively and we are trying to use a number of collection methods.  We do look at our collection rates and talked about looking at security deposit expenses versus benefits.
Mr. Crowder pointed out we keep raising our fees to our consumers and any suggestions may be a way to keep from having to pass along other fees.  He suggested putting the item in Budget and Economic Development Committee to look at various strategies.  Ms. Taliaferro asked about the time frame for going back to monthly utility bills with it being pointed out it is approximately 3 years away as it that is related to the new meter technology.  Without further discussion the item was referred to Budget and Economic Development Committee.
TEXT CHANGE – FAMILY CHILDREN HOME REGULATIONS/HOME OCCUPATION REGULATIONS – REFEREED TO COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE
Shirley Brown, 3016 Skycrest Drive, presented a petition which she stated was signed by 451 people supporting her request.  Approximately 25 people stood in support of her request.  She stated the text change she is suggesting relates to family children home regulations and home occupation regulations being able to operate within the boundaries of State law explaining now the City of Raleigh’s zoning regulations prohibit that.  The State law allows the keeping of 8 children but City of Raleigh zoning regulations limits that to five.  The State law allows the operators to have more than one location but the zoning laws of the City prohibits that.  She talked about the difference in State law and City law pointing out the State licenses for certain things but the City of Raleigh zoning ordinances takes those rights away.  She asked that the regulations be messed together and explained all rules and regulations of the City should be given prior to getting a license.  She stated they all want to work within the guideline and its no one’s intent to work to operate outside the guidelines but they feel the regulation should be uniform and should be made available to all.  She pointed out a majority of the facilities are in southeast Raleigh and pointed out safety and quality of care is their paramount concern.  She stated however they fear the differences in the licenses requirement will drive some of the people out of business.  She explained problems they have had previously and pointed out they went through with a text change and a lot of things was left undone as she focused on one element of the differences but now she finds there are a lot of other differences.  She presented a copy of the City of Raleigh zoning ordinance and pointed out the main concern she is relating to now has to do with the number of children one can keep in their home and the fact that a person cannot operate more than one family child care facility and the ability to keep up to 8 children.
Mary Overby pointed out she had been licensed for two day cares by the City but the zoning people came out and took one away.  She does not understand what is going on.  Without further discussion the item was referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee.
MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING
BUDGET – 2006 – 2007 – HEARING – COMMENTS RECEIVED
This was a hearing to receive comments and suggestions relative to the formation of the 2006/2007 operating budget and capital improvement program.  The Mayor opened the hearing.

Parker Call, 2013 St. Mary’s Street, pointed out she has been in the tourist business in the City of Raleigh for the last 14 years pointing out she runs a trolley tour.  She stated in the last year Raleigh has not been a welcoming or visitor friendly place.  She pointed out the State Welcome Center has been closed and pointed out efforts to get a new visitors center.  She stated however there is no facilities available at this point.  She talked about a short term solution, pointing out the Council will be receiving a proposal from the Convention and Visitors Bureau for a temporary center at Exploris and she hopes the City will look with favor upon the proposal.  She talked about all of the amount of money being spent in downtown and pointed out we need to do something to restore our visitor friendly reputation.
Brenda McClain, Chapel Drive, pointed out she is a tour operator and as such is on front line contact with many visitors to our City.  She talked about their ridership and business and the fact that it has slowed down since the closing of the visitor center.  She talked about the number of riders and called on the Council to do whatever it can to help with funding with the Raleigh welcome center.
Linda Watson, Raleigh Independent Business Alliance, talked about the City spending money with local businesses.  She called on the Council to do what it could to keep its money within Raleigh.  She talked about how the amount of money spend in Raleigh multiplies and called on the City to do business with city business as much as possible.

Mary Bell Pate, 2506 Crestline Avenue, requested funding for the design phase of Tryon Road between Lake Wheeler and the railroad, construction of Prospect Avenue, funding for Permac Drive, funding for the Southern Gateway phase 3 and the possible revisiting of phase 1 and 2 and a grocery store in the area.  She also asked for funding for an additional planner and also as we add parks that we add staff to the Parks Department.
Mary Watson Nooe, 223 Pace Street, expressed concern about the inequity of the garbage fee.  She stated she supports additional revenue for garbage collection but she feels it should be included in the property tax and not as a fee added to the water sewer bill.  Garbage collection is a general fund activity not a utility as is water, sewer and stormwater.  She stated since the increased cost for garbage requires additional revenue it should be added to the property tax rate.  Homeowners could take a deduction on their State and Federal taxes.  Businesses can deduct garbage collection as a business expense; therefore, homeowners should be afforded the same tax advantage for garbage collection.  She stated the salaries of the Mayor, Mayor Pro Tem and City Councilors should be a reasonable reflection of the time and energy expended by all on city business.  The pay should not be a token as it is now.  Many, many good people in the City of Raleigh never seriously consider running for public office because they cannot afford the financial losses that all members of City Council take.  She stated we are fortunate that few elected people have been paid off by special interest to serve, but the lost of available, thoughtful, contributing citizens to the government process is huge.  If the pay for public service reflected even some of the hours given to City government many, many people could run for office, hold a part-time job and still pay for housing, transportation, food, health care, etc.  The current token rate of $10,000 a year for city councilors allows only rich people or people supported by their well employed spouses, retirees with good pensions or people supported by special interest can serve.  No one can support a family on $10,000 a year.  She stated realistically no one can hold down a full time job with the commitments necessary to be an available City Council member only if employers are willing to finance the public service of their employees or independent business people use the contacts they have made through public service to support their businesses can they afford to serve.  
Octavia Rainey talked about gun violence, spoke about the need to create a cemetery commission, work on getting the City operated cemeteries declared historic.  She talked about the need for resurfacing East Jones Street and Pender Street, pointing out torn up or poorly main streets look bad and cause everything else to be bad.  She talked about the New Bern Edenton Corridor Plan which was adopted in 1990 and the need for code enforcement and the implementation of that plan, and the need for a consultant to work on that gateway being part of her wish list.  She also asked about a city-wide task force to look at ABC permits as we need to recommend turning some of them down.  We need to work with the ABC Commission and ask them to look at geographical location differences when they are issuing permits.  She asked the City to help Rev. Judd find a building location from which she can operate.  Ms. Rainey talked about the Raleigh Housing Authority consolidation plan pointing out she was disappointed that all CAC’s were not asked to give input.  She talked about the impact of Section 8 vouchers and whether resources should follow the Section 8 vouchers.  She expressed concern about Raleigh Housing Authority acting without input from the neighborhood.  She also suggested the possibility having an attorney for the CAC's pointing out they do a lot of work but they do not have legal counsel to work with them.  She pointed out the City of Raleigh has adopted a 10-year Ending Homelessness Plan but one thing that has never been looked at is a rent abatement program for tenants, pointing out tenants pay rent but the house they live in is declared unfit and they have to move out and do not get a rebate.  
Mary Freeman and Gary Carr, Tammy Lynn Center for Development Disabilities, presented information on their program, services they provide, number served, their struggles to cover their budget shortfalls, new activities they are undertaking such as baking and selling cookies to help with the bottom line and requested the City to continue funding them at the $61,000 they have in the past.  She presented a fact sheet on the work they do.
Doug Lintelman, 7001 Twyford talked about impact fees pointing out he does not see any major increases in the impact fees in the budget.  He called on Council to look at cost people pay to use City owned facilities as he does not feel out of town people pay a fair share.  He pointed out the City of Raleigh’s impact fees are very low and compared them to Cary, Wake Forest, Fayetteville and other cities.  He called on the impact fees to help pay for the needed infrastructure.  He stated he also saw where money was taken from the Atlantic Avenue line item to help pay for Fayetteville Street Mall pointing out that money needs to be placed back into North Raleigh.

Jane Cox, 3808 Tarheel Drive, was at the meeting representing the Food Bank.  She pointed out the Food Bank of North Carolina is headquartered in Raleigh and told of the millions of pounds of food they collect and distribute through numerous agencies throughout the area.  She explained their source of funding and donations and the fact that they help other nonprofits stretch their resources.  She invited everyone to come out and see the work of the Food Bank.
Ms. Taliaferro read an email from Adair Blakely, president of the Northshore Neighborhood Association, indicating they are glad Northshore and Brentwood lakes repairs are in the budget for FY 2006/2007 and how important they think it is that the repairs are performed this fiscal year.  The dam repairs and addition of wetland components that were suggested after the Council funded preliminary studies will benefit the whole City by limiting and cleaning the water that goes through the lakes and to the Neuse River.
No one else asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed and the comments referred to the Administration.

STREET CLOSING - 14-05 – CRABTREE VALLEY AVENUE – HEARING – REFERRED TO THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
This was a hearing to consider the permanent closing of a portion of Crabtree Valley Avenue.  The hearing is pursuant to petition, resolution of intent, advertisement and notification as required by law.  (STC-14-05)
Planning Director Silver explained the location as well as the plan of the Soleil Center.  Current right-of-way abuts their property and was plated in conjunction with the adjacent development.  He explained the request and the location of the Martin family property.
The Mayor opened the hearing. 

Mike Horne, Kimley Horne pointed out he is working with John A. Edwards and the property owners.  He stated their request for the closing is simply to allow them to move the right-of-way back to where it was originally platted.  They will be dedicating new right-of-way and abandoning the old right-of-way.

Mike Jones, 3931 Glenwood Avenue, stated he represents the Martin family heirs.  He pointed out this road has been lying around in various alignments for the past 40 years.  There has never been a permanent location for the right-of-way.  He stated no one knows why it was moved to the current location and the Martin family heirs are trying to determine if they can develop their property.  He talked about the wetlands and Crabtree Creek and pointed out no one feels any road or structure will be allowed so he wonders why the alignment is still on the plan.  He stated he supports Glen Tree Development and their efforts, they are just a little concerned about the impact of the road on the Martin family heirs’ property.
Transportation Engineer Lamb explained this road has been on the thoroughfare plan since 1966.  He explained the location, the movement through the years, dedication of right-of-way by the Summit Group and pointed out they have reviewed the functional engineering plan submitted to their office concerning the proposed alignment shift.  He explained the extension of Crabtree Valley Avenue pointing out it was previously part of what was known as the Dixie Trail extension.  He stated it appears the alignment being proposed will be located further outside the current floodway boundary than the alignment as currently platted which would result in less floodplain modification and will likely be received more favorably by FEMA during any application process for the project.  He stated the further the alignment is moved from Crabtree Creek, the more likely it is to get a permit.  He stated however, the shift southward will require greater excavation in the hill adjacent to the Nationwide property.  Both alignments will impact the Martin family property.
No one else asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Discussion took place relative to studies that are ongoing in the area to determine the location and the future of this roadway.  Without further discussion the item was referred to Public Works Committee.
STREET CLOSING - 13-05 – FRENCH DRIVE/CARTER STREET – HEARING – REFERRED TO THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
This was a hearing to consider the closing of right-of-way known as French Drive/Carter Street.  The hearing is pursuant to petition, resolution of intent, advertisement and notification as required by law.  (STC-13-05)
Mr. Isley stated he had previously been excused from participation on this matter; therefore left the table.

Planning Director Silver explained the proposal.  The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one was present to be heard; however, discussion took place among Council members as to whether this action has already been taken with various Council members indicating they thought the rights-of-way had already been closed but the easements maintained.  Clarification on what action is being proposed and what had occurred in the past followed.  Mayor Meeker moved that the Council adopt a resolution authorizing the closing but retaining easements for utilities.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Craven and put to a vote which resulted as follows:  Ayes – 4 (Meeker, West, Craven, Kekas); Noes – 3 (Crowder, Taliaferro, Stephenson) (Isley excused)  The Mayor ruled the motion defeated.
Discussion followed as what is being proposed and whether the City had already taken action to close the right-of-way.  Transportation Engineer Lamb pointed out the developer is realigning the streets as a part of the development and these closures are to cleanup the old rights-of-way.  A site plan has been filed dedicating the new rights-of-way and is waiting to be recorded pending on the outcome of this hearing.  Mayor Meeker stated without objection the item would be referred to Public Works Committee and a site plan showing what is existing and what is proposed would be presented.
SIDEWALK ASSESSMENT ROLL 358 – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider adoption of a resolution correcting Sidewalk AR 358 as it relates to property known as assessment map lots 4 and 5 to the end that the assessments for those properties would be in the name of Herndon and Herndon, LLC.  The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of the correcting resolution as presented.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 769.
SIDEWALK REPAIRS – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider adoption of a resolution directing the following sidewalk repairs.  If the Council wishes to proceed the work would be assessed at 100% of the actual cost to the adjacent property owner in accordance with Code Section 6-2023 of the Raleigh City Code with payment due upon completion or over a ten-year payment period option.

LOCATION
TAX ID NUMBER
APPROXIMATE COST

4829 North Hills Drive
0051313
$353.50

1500 Hanover Street
0005910
$192.50

700 West Jones Street
0063291
$3,871.50
The Mayor opened the hearing on each location.  No one else asked to be heard, thus the hearings were closed.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of a resolution directing the sidewalk repairs as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 770.
SEWER EASEMENT EXCHANGE – WAKEMED NORTH HEALTHPLEX – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider authorizing the exchange of City of Raleigh sanitary sewer easement relating to WakeMed North Healthplex facility according to information included in Resolution 2005-736.  The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of the resolution authorizing the exchange as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 771.
ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, Mayor Meeker announced the meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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