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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session on Tuesday, March 21, 2006, at 1:00 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.




Mayor Meeker




Mr. West




Mr. Craven



Mr. Crowder




Mr. Isley



Ms. Kekas




Mr. Stephenson



Ms. Taliaferro
The Mayor called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Reverend Doug Long, North Raleigh United Church of Christ.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Council Member Isley.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

TELEVISION EQUIPMENT – COOPERATING RALEIGH COLLEGES – REFERRED TO BUDGET DELIBERATIONS

Dr. Rosalie P. Gates, Cooperating Raleigh Colleges, explained through an agreement with the City of Raleigh CRC manages and operates the Educational Access Channel carried on Time Warner Channel 18.  She pointed out they have had a great relationship since 1994 in operating the Educational Channel 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  She indicated they are very proud of the work.  She stated the equipment was purchased in 1994 as a part of the agreement.  It is analog equipment.  She stated the equipment needs to be updated and they are asking for modest amount of money in order to convert the equipment from analog to digital.  Council members had received a letter which indicated they were requesting $57,202.80.
City Manager Allen pointed out this could be considered in the next budget process.  The comments were received and the items were so referred.

MEAC TOURNAMENT – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker pointed out the MEAC Tournament got off to a very good start.  He stated the City will be receiving a review on the success of the program in the next 30 to 60 days and we will be looking at what works, what needs to be changed, tweaked, etc.  The comments were received.

MEAD WESTVACO - LOCATION IN RALEIGH – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker pointed out he recently attended a dinner in which there was an announcement that Mead Westvaco is opening a research center on Centennial Campus.  He stated they will be bringing a number of people from other states to work on Centennial Campus.  They will be constructing a building in the future.  He stated he understands they had done a nationwide search and decided that Centennial Campus was the best location head over hills.

CONVENTION CENTER – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker stated he recently had an opportunity to tour the Convention Center building site.  He stated it is now a big hole, some 60 to 70 feet deep and it is a very impressive project.  He called on Council members to take a few minutes, go out and look at the project, what is going on, how they are managing the ground water, etc.  He stated he understands presently there are 130 to 140 people working on the site each day and that will increase as the project continues.  He stated it is a very active big project.
CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED – AS AMENDED

Mayor Meeker presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion.  If a Councillor requests discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the consent agenda and considered separately. The vote on the consent agenda will be a roll call vote.  Mayor Meeker stated he had received a request from Mr. West to withdraw TC-5-06 – Downtown Overlay District.  Without objection, that item was withdrawn from the consent agenda.  Mayor Meeker moved administration’s recommendations on the remaining items on the consent agenda be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  The items on the consent agenda were as follows.

OPTIMIST POOL IMPROVEMENTS – SEASONAL CONVERSION – MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE CONTRACT WITH BARTHOLOMEW ASSOCIATES, INC.

A design services contract has been negotiated with Bartholomew Associates, Inc. in the amount of $539,300.  The scope of services generally includes: planning, architectural, and engineering design services to develop construction documents; bidding assistance; and construction observation and administration through project closeout for pool improvements at Optimist Park and conversion of a season pool to a year-round facility (location to be determined).

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the Design Services Contract with Bartholomew Associates, Inc.  Funds are available in account 636-9333-79001-975 (design and construction for Converting Seasonal Pool to Year Round) and 636-8403-79001-975 (design for Optimist Pool).  Further recommendation includes consideration of construction funds for Optimist Pool in upcoming budget discussions.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/West – 8 ayes.
STREET IMPROVEMENTS – LAKE BOONE TRAIL EXTENSION – RESOLUTION DELETING PROJECT ADOPTED

On October 15, 2002, Council approved Lake Boone Trail Extension project from Blue Ridge Road to the newly constructed Edwards Mill Road Extension with assessments to apply.  The cost of the proposed extension of Lake Boone Trail was estimated to be $1.5 million.  These costs were based on State of North Carolina dedicating rights of way across State property at no cost to the City.  Subsequent to adoption of the directing resolution, the State Property Office advised they would not dedicate the right of way to the City at no charge unless the street was moved to the north along a stream that flows through the property but the City could buy the needed right of way for approximately $800,000.  Based on staff review and recommendation, the Council, at their meeting on January 21, 2003, voted to remove the project from the Capital Improvements Program and utilize the funds on other street improvement projects.  It was also decided to keep this project on the Comprehensive Plan and invite representatives from the State to discuss the issue further and therefore referred the item to the Public Works Committee.  The Public Works Committee reported the item out to the full Council at their meeting on February 18, 2003, recommending letters be sent to NCDOT and DENR asking for their assistance.

Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution to repeal directing resolution (2002) 603 in its entirety and allow the pending assessment flags be removed from the City’s assessment database.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/West – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 836.

WILDERS GROVE LANDFILL – LEASE RENEWAL NEGOTIATION – VARIOUS ACTIONS APPROVED

The City currently has a lease with Natural Power, Inc. (NPI) to extract landfill gas from the now-closed Wilders Grove Landfill.  NPI’s lease with the City is scheduled to expire at the end of this year and NPI has expressed interest in renewing its lease with the City.  Staff is reviewing the old lease and has brought to the attention of NPI some issues and concerns to be addressed in any lease renewal.  Though the City intends to negotiate in good faith with NPI to renew the current lease, staff recommends that a Request for Proposals (RFP) be issued to solicit alternative proposals for gas extraction services should lease negotiations with Natural Power fail to produce a satisfactory agreement.

Recommendation:  Approve issuance of Request for Proposals.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/West – 8 ayes.

LAKE BENSON – TREATMENT AND CONTROL OF NUISANCE AQUATIC SPECIES – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

The City’s consultant has discovered several nuisance species in Lake Benson and estimated herbicide treatment costs for FY 2006-07 to be $3,000 based on three treatments.  The City can recover $1,500 through the cost share agreement with the North Carolina Division of Water Resources - Aquatic Weed Control Program.  The Division of Water Resources requires passage of a resolution of agreement by the governing body of their project partners in order to participate in their cost sharing program.

Recommendation:  Adopt the resolution.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/West – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 837.

SANDERFORD ROAD NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER – DESIGN CONTRACT WITH HH ARCHITECTURE – APPROVED

A design services contract has been negotiated with HH Architecture, PA in the amount of $171,548.  The scope of services generally includes: planning, surveying, engineering, and architectural design services to develop construction documents; bidding assistance; and construction observation and administration through project closeout for a new or rehabilitated neighborhood center and associated site amenities.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the Design Services Contract with HH Architecture.  Funds are available in account 636-9338-79001-975.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/West – 8 ayes.

ANNEXATION PETITION – PROVIDENCE SUBDIVISION PHASE I – REFERRED TO CITY CLERK TO CHECK SUFFICIENCY AND SCHEDULE HEARING; TOWN OF GARNER TO BE NOTIFIED

The agenda presented the following petition for annexation:

Area Name Contiguous
Petitioner
Acres
Proposed Use
Providence Subdivision, Phase I
D. Stuart Marlowe, 
8.80
Residential


Providence Development, LLC

Recommendation:  That the above annexation petition be acknowledged and that Council request the City Clerk to check its sufficiency pursuant to State statutes and if found sufficient advertise for public hearing on Tuesday, June 6, 2006.  Appropriate agencies should be notified of this request in accordance with our annexation agreement with Town of Garner.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/West – 8 ayes.

PARADE – SUMMERFIELD NORTH MEMORIAL DAY – VARIOUS STREET CLOSURES – APPROVED

Beth Robertson would like to hold a parade on Monday, May 29, 2006 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/West – 8 ayes. 

STREET CLOSINGS – VARIOUS OCCASIONS AND EVENTS – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

The agenda presented the following requests for temporary street closings.

400 Block of Haywood Street between Cabarrus Street and Candor Lane
Willie Perry Nesmith requests a street closure on Saturday, April 15, 2006 from 12:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. for a birthday and anniversary celebration.
8100 Block of Kingsland Drive

Amy Ashby, representing the Kingsland Woods Homeowners Association, requests a street closure on Saturday, May 6, 2006 from 3:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. for a spring social
4000 - 4500 Blocks of Beryl Road
Dale Smith, representing the Raleigh Parks and Recreation Department, requests a street closure on Sunday, May 7, 2006 from 6:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. for the Southeastern Masters Track Meet
3100 and 3200 Blocks of Sandy Bluff Lane north of Riverport and the 4100 Block of Landrum Lane west of Sandy Bluff Lane

Denise Menig, representing her neighborhood, requests a street closure on Saturday, May 20, 2006 from 3:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. for a block party
Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on reports in the agenda packets.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/West – 8 ayes.

FEMA MAP – UPDATE – SPECIAL JOINT PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZED FOR APRIL 4, 2006

On May, 2 2006, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is updating the Flood Insurance Study and Flood Insurance Rate Maps for the City of Raleigh.  Included in this update, approximately 25% of the flood zones in the City have been updated using ‘future conditions’ flood zone based on current zoning information.  The City needs to adopt changes to Part 10 Chapter 4 of the City Development Code to stay in compliance with FEMA regulations.  The text change will add language concerning the ‘Future Conditions’ language to the City’s existing flood regulations.  Pursuant to regulations found in the National Flood Insurance Program, of which the City is a participant, the City must adopt these changes.

This request is for a Joint Public Meeting on April 4, 2006 of the City Council and Planning Commission.  This meeting could occur at the following times:
At 12:30 p.m. as the Planning Commission will already be at the Raleigh Municipal Building for their regularly scheduled Committee of the Whole meeting at 9 a.m. and the City Council will be there for their regularly scheduled Council meeting at 1 p.m.

At 6:30 p.m. before the evening session of the City Council meeting, this may be convenient for the Planning Commission since this is the usual time of day for the joint meetings.
According to City floodplain regulations, this map update must be heard at a joint public meeting of the City Council and Planning Commission
Recommendation:  Approve the request for Public Hearing on April 4, 2006 for this change to the City’s flood regulations found in Part 10 Chapter 4 of the Raleigh Development Code.  Council staff will coordinate a preferred time (It was later agreed the April 4 joint hearing would be 6:30 p.m.).  Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/West – 8 ayes.

E.M. JOHNSON WATER TREATMENT PLANT – 50 MGD FINISHED WATER PUMP DESIGN AND INSTALLATION PROJECT – AMENDMENT #4/HAZEN AND SAWYER – APPROVED – FUNDS TRANSFERRED

The City currently has an agreement with Hazen and Sawyer for the E.M. Johnson Water Treatment Plant 50 MGD Finished Water Pump Design and Installation Project.  Amendment #4 in the amount of $312,500 is for engineering services for conducting field delineation of jurisdictional wetlands within the area of the proposed Little River Reservoir.

Recommendation:  Approve Amendment #4 and the budgetary transfer.

Transferred From:

348-9398-79001-975
Land Acquisition - Swift Creek
$312,500.00
Transferred To:

348-9284-79201-975
EMJWTP 50 MGD Pump Installation
$312,500.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/West – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 982 TF 41.

NEUSE RIVER WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT – REUSE MASTER PLAN – AMENDMENT #2/BLACK AND VEATCH – APPROVED – FUNDS TRANSFERRED
The City currently has an agreement with Black and Veatch for the Reuse Master Plan.  Amendment #2 in the amount of $88,000 is for a study to identify potential satellite reuse sites and evaluate if satellite reuse facilities are feasible.

Recommendation:  Approve Amendment #2 and the budgetary transfer.

Transferred From:

349-9307-79001-975
Satellite Reuse Facilities Study
$88,000.00

Transferred To:

349-8530-79201-975
NRWWTP Reuse System Expansion
$88,000.00
Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/West – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 982 TF 41.

PERSONNEL – FINANCE - UTILITY BILLING, FIRE AND INSPECTIONS DEPARTMENT AND POLICE DEPARTMENT – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

The Agenda presented the following recommended personnel changes.

The Finance Department currently has a vacant Senior Utility Billing Customer Service Specialist position (Pay grade 27) in the Utility Billing Division.  Due to additional responsibilities being assigned, direct monitoring and supervision of staff on a specific shift, it is requested that this position be reclassified to Assistant Utility Billing Customer Service Supervisor Position (pay grade 29).  The Personnel Department has reviewed the position and recommends reclassification to Assistant Utility Billing Customer Service Supervisor.  The reclassification will not require a budget increase as additional salary and benefit costs can be absorbed through position vacancies.
City Administration with concurrence from the Fire Department and the Inspections Department are recommending a realignment of the fire inspectors, fire protection inspectors and plan reviewers into a unified division housed within the Fire Department.  The transfer of the Fire Protection Section from the Inspections Department will include five field inspectors, two plan examiners and one supervisor.  All fixed assets (trucks, computers, books and furniture) will also be transferred.  The Inspections Permit Office will continue to provide two work spaces for plan reviewers to facilitate a one-stop shop process.  The budgetary transfer will take effect July 1, 2006.  The management responsibility for the personnel transferring to the Fire Department will transition to the Fire Department upon Council approval of this realignment.

Benefits:

· Provides a one-stop shop for the development community by integrating all fire protection permitting, plans reviewing and inspections into one department, thereby achieving code consistency and predictability.

· Provides more code enforcement consistency from beginning to end.

· Reduces field inspection delays and increases efficiencies by utilizing cross training of fire inspectors and fire protection staff.

· Facilitates a seamless transfer of new building data into the existing building database.

· Provides more consistency in code interpretations because only one department will be involved.

· Provides additional staff to conduct existing building inspections when new building construction activity is slow.

· Allows the fire department to be integrated into the plan review and permitting process, thereby providing greater life safety for the citizens of Raleigh.
· Is consistent with other cities throughout the state and conforms to industry standards.

Creation of a Psychological Services Unit in the Police Department’s Special Operations Division is requested.  This new unit will allow RPD to provide support services to a broader range of crime victims.  The Psychological Services Unit will be formed from four existing staff positions - the Police Psychologist, the Victim Advocate and two Crisis Counselors.  The Police Psychologist will serve as the unit supervisor and will report to the Major of the Special Operations Division.  As part of this reorganization, it is requested that the Psychologist position be upgraded from a pay grade 37 to a pay grade 40.  This increase reflects the added supervisory responsibilities as well as a documented change in the market demand and compensation for trained psychologists.  The Personnel Department has reviewed the request and recommends the position upgrade. The reclassification will not require a budget increase as additional salary and benefit costs can be absorbed through position vacancies.

Recommendation:  Approve the personnel changes in the Finance – Utility Billing, Fire and Inspections Departments and the creation of the psychological services unit and upgrade of the Psychologist position in the Police Department as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/West – 8 ayes.
ENCROACHMENT – 615 NORTH BOYLAN AVENUE – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

A request has been received from Centre Line, LLC to encroach on City right-of-way at 615 North Boylan Avenue for the purpose of installing trees and planters.  Council members received a detailed report in their agenda packet.
Recommendation:  Approve this encroachment subject to conditions outlined in Resolution 996-153 and 1) The owner shall obtain a “right-of-way permit from the Inspections Department prior to installation, 2) The owner shall contact “NC One Call Center” 48 hours prior to excavation and shall remain 10’ from existing utilities, 3) The owner shall change the species Acer Campestre “Evelyn” to Acer Bugereanum “Streetwise” as recommended by the City Urban Forester, 4) The owner shall obtain a “Vegetation Impact Permit” at least 48 hours prior to installation from the City Urban Forester, 5) The owner shall remove the stakes/guys no later than March 15, 2007, 6) the owner shall remove the top 1/3 of wire baskets, and, 7) the owner shall water trees for at least 1 year after installation.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/West – 8 ayes.

ENCROACHMENT – 7610 LOUISBURG ROAD/RAMBLE WAY – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

A request has been received from Kahn Development to encroach on right-of-way at 7610 Louisburg Road/Ramble Way for the purpose of installing trees, tree grates and decorative paving.  Council members received a detailed report outlining the exact encroachments in their agenda packet.
Recommendation:  Approval of the encroachment subject to conditions outlined in Resolution 1996 – 153 and 1) the owner shall obtain a “Right-of-Way” permit from the Inspections Department prior to installation, 2) the owner shall contact “NC One Call Center” 48 hours prior to excavation and shall remain 10’ from existing utilities; 3) the owner shall install and maintain trees so as not to cause any visual obstructions; 4) the owner shall be responsible for the maintenance of the brick pavers and stamped concrete; 5) the installation of brick pavers and stamped concrete shall be certified by a Professional Engineer.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/West – 8 ayes.

FUEL AND NATURAL GAS SHORT FALLS FOR FY06 – BUDGET AMENDMENT AND TRANSFER AUTHORIZED

Unanticipated price increases in motor fuel and natural gas resulting from Hurricane Katrina and other market forces have resulted in budget shortfalls of approximately 20% across all departments’ fuel accounts.  This Council action is intended to rectify all General Fund departments’ fuel and natural gas shortfalls for FY06 with a transfer of $1 million from Fund Balance.  It also includes budget amendments for Vehicle Fleet Services, which is the supplier of gas to most City departments.  As an internal service fund, Vehicle Fleet Services will see an increase in revenue from City department fuel purchases sufficient to cover the VFS budget shortfalls.  All other non-General Fund departments have indicated their ability to address any fuel shortfalls from within their own budgets.
The following accounts should be increased by:

Revenue Account:

260-0000-53292-000
VFS M&O Revenue
$860,000.00

Expense Accounts:

260-1430-70403-110
Motor Fuels & Lubricants
$800,000.00

260-1430-71301-110
Natural Gas
    60,000.00



$860,000.00

Purpose:  To provide funds for unanticipated motor fuel and natural gas expenses resulting from Hurricane Katrina and other market forces.
It is recommended that the following transfers be authorized:

Transferred From:

100-0000-53299-000
Appropriation from Prior Year
$1,000,000.00

Transferred To:

100-2615-70403-232
Street Maint - Motor Fuel
$    70,000.00

100-2810-70403-242
Inspections - Motor Fuel
30,000.00

100-4010-70403-361
Police-Admin. Services - Motor Fuel
105,000.00

100-4020-70403-409
Police-Special Ops - Motor Fuel
60,000.00

100-4030-70403-379
Police-Field Ops - Motor Fuel
190,000.00

100-4040-70403-392
Police-Detectives - Motor Fuel
90,000.00

100-4240-70403-451
Fire Support Services - Motor Fuel
80,000.00

100-5032-70403-465
Solid Waste-Res. Collect - Motor Fuel
175,000.00

100-6220-71301-509
Parks & Rec - Parks - Natural Gas
110,000.00

100-6285-71301-538
Parks & Rec-Park Maint - Natural Gas
30,000.00

100-6220-70403-509
Parks & Rec - Parks - Motor Fuel
      60,000.00


$1,000,000.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/West – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 982 TF 41.
TRANSFERS – WITHIN VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented transfers in the Public Utilities Department related to the Smith Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant in Wake Forest, design of renovations to the Northeast Operations Center, G. G. Hill Water Treatment Plant and Wake Forest and North Raleigh Utility Field Operations Center as well as funding for installation of recycle wash water system for the truck wash bay at the expansion of the Lake Woodard Operations Center.  The agenda outlined the Code Accounts involved in the recommended transfers.
Recommendation:  Approval of the transfers as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/West – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 982 TF 41.

PW-2004-7 – LEESVILLE ROAD WIDENING – BID AWARDED TO C. C. MANGUM COMPANY – FUNDS TRANSFERRED
Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, bids were received and publicly opened on January 31, 2006 for Leesville Road Widening, Part B project, PW 2004-7, with C.C. Mangum Company submitting the low bid of $5,601,687.80.  C.C. Mangum’s MWBE participation is 20.6%.
The consulting engineer’s estimate for the project was $4,773,913.60.  Thus, the low bid is 17% over the engineer’s estimate.  City Staff, along with the consulting engineer, have reviewed all bids to ascertain trends in construction costs.  In the wake of Hurricane Katrina, costs have increased exponentially, making it difficult to estimate market prices.  City Staff also contacted staffs in Cary, Greensboro, and Charlotte.  All three municipalities indicated experiencing bids from 15%-20% higher than the engineers’ estimates, sometimes more.

In addition to actual construction contract costs, real estate acquisition and utility relocation costs were substantial, significantly depleting the available Reserve Account funds.

Staff is currently in negotiations with C.C. Mangum for Value Engineering proposals.  These proposals, if approved by NCDOT, could save between $200,000.00 and $250,000.00.  A savings of $200,000.00 would result in the low bid being 13% over the engineer’s estimate.

The following transfer is required to establish funding:

Transferred From:

531-8176-79202-980

Litchford Road General Const Contracts
$   229,000.00

531-8439-79001-975

Durant Road Capital Reserve


        50,000.00

531-8439-79202-975

Durant Road General Const. Contracts
     220,000.00

531-8634-79001-977

Buffaloe Road Capital Reserve

       20,000.00

531-8634-79202-977

Buffaloe Road General Const Contracts
     215,000.00

531-8635-79001-975

Duraleigh Road Capital Reserve

  1,000,000.00

531-8636-79001-975

Strickland Road Capital Reserve

     213,000.00

531-8836-79001-975

I-440 Six Forks Ramp Gen Const

     135,000.00










$2,082,000.00

Transferred To:

531-8923-79001-975

Leesville Rd Part B Capital Project Rsrv
$2,082,000.00

It should be noted that the above available funds are the result of staff completing prior projects under budget.  Therefore these excess funds are available for transfer to this project.

Recommendation:  Approve the low bid of C.C. Mangum Company in the amount of $ 5,601,687.80 and the transfer as indicated.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/West – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 982 TF 41.
MOUNT HERMAN ROAD – WATERLINE EXTENSION PROJECT – BID AWARDED TO H.B. WEST, INC., - FUNDS TRANSFERRED

Pursuant to advertisement as required by law bids were received and publicly opened on March 2, 2006, for the Mount Herman Road Waterline Extension Project, with H.B. West, Inc., submitting the low bid in the amount of $336,455.65.  H.B. West, Inc., submitted a 10% MWBE participation plan.

Recommendation:  Approve the low bid of H.B. West in the amount of $336,455.65 and the budgetary transfer
Transferred From:

348-9367-79001-975

DEBWTP Water Transmission Main

$336,455.65

Transferred To:

348-9667-79202-975

Mt. Herman Road Water Line

$336,455.65

Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/West – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 982 TF 41.
ALEXANDER/WHITE OAK SEWER REPLACEMENT PROJECT – BID AWARDED TO BILLINGS & GARRET, INC., - FUND TRANSFERRED

Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, bids were received and publicly opened on February 28, 2006, for construction of the Alexander/White Oak Sewer Replacement Project, with Billings & Garrett, Inc., submitting the low bid in the amount of $501,938.20.  Billings & Garrett, Inc., submitted a 15.1% MWBE participation plan.

Recommendation:  Approve the low bid of Billings & Garrett, Inc., in the amount of $501,938.20 and the budgetary transfer.
Transferred From:

325-8468-79001-975


Main Replacement


$448,925.59

349-9169-79001-975


Crabtree Cr/Glenwood to Capital
    53,012.61










$501,938.20

Transferred To:

325-8468-79202-975


Main Replacement


$448,925.59

349-8468-79202-975


Main Replacement


    53,012.61










$501,938.20

Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/West – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 982 TF 41.
WALNUT CREEK LIFT STATION BAR SCREEN STRUCTURE PROJECT – BID AWARDED TO CROWDER CONSTRUCTION COMPANY – FUNDS TRANSFERRED

Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, bids were received and publicly opened on February 23, 2006, for construction of the Walnut Creek Lift Station Bar Screen Structure Project, with Crowder Construction Company submitting the low bid in the amount of $3,673,800.  Crowder Construction Company submitted a 1.6% MWBE participation plan.

Recommendation:  Approve the low bid of Crowder Construction Company in the amount of $3,673,800 and the budgetary transfer.

Transferred From:

349-9166-79001-975

Walnut Creek/Influent Lift St Pumps

$   565,570.60

349-9169-79001-975

Crabtree Cr/Glenwood to Capital

  1,508,229.40

349-9263-79001-975

Walnut Creek Lift Sta Impv


  1,600,000.00










$3,673,800.00

Transferred To:

349-9263-79202-975

Walnut Creek Lift Sta Impv


$3,673,800.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/West – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 982 TF 41.
TRAFFIC – VARIOUS CHANGES – ORDINANCES ADOPTED

The agenda presented recommended changes related to stop sign and yield sign installation on various city streets in accordance with the Intersection Visibility in Traffic Control Program, speed limit reductions on Waterwood Court, and Traffic Schedule Changes for the Fayetteville Street Project.

The agenda also recommended that code changes be implemented in the parking regulations that will add commercial loading zones and will address the length of passenger loading zones as it relates to City Code Section 11-2177.  Council members received the proposed changes in their agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approval of the changes in the traffic code as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Meeker/West – 8 ayes.  See Ordinances 983, 989, 990.

END OF CONSENT AGENDA

TC-5-06 – DOWNTOWN OVERLAY DISTRICT AND SIGNAGE ON BUILDING TOP – SPECIAL PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZED

The new Downtown Overlay District allows for increased densities to be approved by the City Council, subject to compliance with various performance standards.  One such standard is proximity to open space.  Numerous properties located adjacent to and within one block of Fayetteville Street were inadvertently impacted with the conversion of Fayetteville Street Mall (open space greater than one acre) to Fayetteville Street.  The omission of these properties from compliance with this high density standard is considered a negative consequence as, in fact; the Fayetteville Street corridor is where the highest densities may be most appropriate.  A proposed text change has been prepared by the Planning Department to reinstate this high density performance standard for the properties along Fayetteville Street.

Recommendation:  Authorize for public hearing a text change, TC-5-06, which will reinstate the high density performance standard for the Fayetteville Street properties to be heard at a special public hearing on April 4, 2006.

Mr. West pointed out there has been a lot of discussion and he just wanted to make sure what we are trying to do and understand the proposal.  City Attorney McCormick suggested that in addition to what is being proposed, he would suggest that the Council also advertise a text change which would alter the way the City permits signage on top of the large buildings along Fayetteville Street.  He stated as we see buildings getting taller and taller in the Downtown area there may be a need to look at the way signage is allowed.  Mr. West moved approval as recommended including the City Attorney’s suggestions.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 8-0 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Meeker presented the Planning Commission Consent Agenda indicating it would be handled in the same manner as the regular consent agenda.  The vote on the Planning Commission Consent Agenda would be a roll call vote.  Mayor Meeker stated he had received a request from Mr. Crowder to withdraw Rezoning Z-63-04 and a request from Mr. Stephenson to withdraw ST-87-05 – Boylan Flats.  Without objections those items were withdrawn from the Planning Commission consent agenda.  Ms. Taliaferro moved the Planning Commission’s recommendation on the remaining items be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  The item on the Planning Commission Consent Agenda was as follows:

REZONING Z-72-05 – LEESVILLE CHURCH ROAD – APPROVED – SMALL AREA PLAN TO BE AMENDED

This request is to rezone approximately 4.39 acres, currently zoned Residential-4 with Special Highway Overlay District-1.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Shopping Center Conditional Use with Special Highway Overlay District-1.

CR-10942 from the Planning Commission finds that the proposal is inconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan.  Based on the Findings and Reasons of this document, the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated March 8, 2006; and, that the Pinecrest Pointe Small Area Plan be amended as follows:
Include the properties between Leesville Church Road and I-540 on the nonresidential side of the policy boundary line,
Designate the subject property (4.39 acres) as appropriate for retail/office/residential uses,
Designate the other two properties within this quadrant of the intersection (2.78 acres) as appropriate for office/residential uses, and
Amend the Small Area Plan text to increase the maximum amount of retail square footage to 280,000 square feet and maximum retail acreage to 42 acres for this Residential Community Focus Area.

Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Planning Commission Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Isley – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 984 ZC 584.
END OF PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA

REZONING Z-63-04 – APPLETON DRIVE – REFERRED TO COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE
This request is to rezone approximately 5.28 acres, currently zoned Residential-6 with Special Highway Overlay District-1.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Office and Institution-1 Conditional Use with Special Highway Overlay District-1 to remain.

CR-10941 from the Planning Commission finds that the proposal is inconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan.  Based on the following Findings and Reasons of this document, the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated March 11, 2006.

Planning Commission Chairman Everett explained this case has been around quite some time.  It started out as a request for rezoning to retail was changed to O&I-2 and then O&I-1 Conditional Use.  He pointed out the applicant had requested an extension in order to negotiate with NCDOT relative to ingress and egress.  He explained the CAC objected to the O&I-2 Conditional Use as they were concerned about a hotel being placed on this property and the applicant changed the request to O&I-1 Conditional Use.  With the changes the Planning Commission recommended approval pointing out the certified recommendation included the findings and reasons.

Mr. Crowder pointed out this case has been around quite a while and he would like to place it in the Comprehensive Planning Committee pointing out he understands it is inconsistent with the current comprehensive plan and talked about the plans in the South West area.  He stated there are still major concerns relative to ingress and egress from the property.  Mayor Meeker stated without objection the item would be referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee.  The item was so referred.

SP-87-05 – BOYLAN FLATS – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

This request is for a 24,838 square foot, eight story building with 14 condominium dwelling units and 728 square feet of retail with ground floor parking on a .24 acre site zoned Neighborhood Business with Peace Street Pedestrian Business Overlay District.  The proposed residential density is 60.8 units to the acre.  As this request is in the Pedestrian Business Overlay District with a request to allow increased residential density over 14 units per acre, approval in accordance with Section 10-2051(e)(2) (as amended per TC 6-05 ) is required.

CR-10943 from the Planning Commission recommends approval with conditions.  Planning Commission Chairman Everett explained the request and pointed out there was no real discussion or objection to the site plan.  The Planning Commission was pleased to see that the plan incorporates ground floor retail.  Planning Director Silver pointed out the plan provides open space well above the requirements in the code.

Mr. Stephenson pointed out the backup included only limited information.  He stated the plan was very small and it was hard to understand exactly what is being proposed.  He stated he would like to see the issue referred to committee so the Council could better understand the plan and may be offer some suggestions.  Mr. Crowder pointed out the Council has requested in the past to have larger scale plans so that the Council could understand the proposals.  He stated he felt if the Council were provided larger scale maps or plans, they could better understand.  Mayor Meeker stated without objection he would refer the item to Comprehensive Planning Committee.

Ms. Taliaferro questioned why the item should be referred to committee as she understands it is consistent with all of the plans, overlay plans, etc., received a unanimous vote from the Planning Commission and she sees no reason to refer it to committee.  She stated it seems we keep referring things to the Comprehensive Planning Committee and they are never reported back to Council.  Mayor Meeker stated he would take that as an objection to the item being referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee.  Mr. Crowder took objection to the comment that things get lost in the Comprehensive Planning Committee.  Mr. Crowder moved that SP-87-05 be referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stevenson and put to a vote which resulted in Mayor Meeker, Mr. Crowder and Mr. Stevenson voting in the affirmative and the remainder of the Council voting in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion defeated on a 3-5 vote.
Planning Commission Chairman Everett explained the plan and went over the details as outlined in the certified recommendation.  Planning Director Silver explained the open space requirements and what is being proposed by this plan.  How the open space requirements are calculated and the formulas utilized were explained.  In response to questioning, Planning Director Silver went over the calculations and requirements for open space and how this plan meets and exceeds those requirements.

Mr. Crowder pointed out one of the objectives of the Peace Streetscape plan is the consolidation of driveway cuts.  He stated we do not seem to be moving forward on that objective and questioned if there is any cross access agreements.  Planning Director Silver pointed out every application which comes in for development along Peace Street, the staff raises the issue of joint access agreement.  He stated in this particular case there is a problem with topographical differences and cross access with the adjacent property cannot be accomplished.  He pointed out staff does look at every opportunity to combine access points and eliminate curb cuts in accordance with the objective of the Peace Streetscape Plan.  Mr. Crowder questioned if there is an offer from the applicant to provide cross access in the future if an opportunity arises and a request is made with Mr. Silver pointing out there is not.  A representative of the applicant pointed out they would be glad to provide or make an offer for cross access in the future if an opportunity becomes available.
Dialogue took place between Mr. Stevenson and the applicant’s representative relative to particulars of the plan as it relates to location of parking, driveway, lobby, elevator lobby, etc.

Ms. Taliaferro moved the Planning Commission’s recommendation for approval with conditions be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Isley.  Mr. Crowder questioned if Ms. Taliaferro and Mr. Isley would accept an amendment to the motion to ask the property owner to provide an offer of cross access in the future if the opportunity arises.  The applicant’s representative said they would gladly.  Mr. Crowder made a substitute motion to approve the Planning Commission’s recommendation with the understanding the applicant’s offer of future cross access be a part of the approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stevenson.  Ms. Taliaferro questioned why that is necessary as the applicant’s representative had said they would provide that.  Mr. Crowder pointed out again one of the objectives of the streetscape plan is to eliminate curb cuts and he just wants everyone to understand that you do not have to be talking about a large site as it relates to cross access and there may be opportunities for cross access in the future and he would want that as a part of the record.  The substitute motion was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

CP-19-05 – SOUTHALL ROAD/PERRY CREEK ROAD CORRIDOR – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

This request is to amend the Comprehensive Plan by realigning a proposed major thoroughfare and associated land use amendments in the US-401 Corridor Plan and the Raleigh Boulevard/Buffaloe Road Small Area Plan.  The thoroughfare is recommended to shift to the east between the future extension of Fox Road and Buffaloe Road east of US-401.  This revision also includes the realignment of a collector street connection east of US-401 and north of future I-540 and a new road alignment starting at Spring Forest Road, heading north crossing I-540 and connecting to the proposed Perry Creek Road extension..

CR-10944 from the Planning Commission recommends approval.  Planning Commission Chairman Everett gave a history of this item including alternative proposals and the request to DOT to come back with a matrix to look at the various proposals and the Planning Commission’s discussion and vote for Alternative E.  He talked about discussions related to the planning around the current alignment, additional traffic on Buffaloe Road, etc.

Planning Director Silver pointed out the City Council had asked the staff to address this issue within six months and they were able to accomplish the directive.  He explained the Northeast CAC had formed a committee and they worked with the committee and the three alternatives were proposed.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out there are a lot of issues involved including the road alignment and environmental issues and stated she would like to look at this issue in the Public Works Committee.  Without objection Mayor Meeker referred the item to Public Works Committee.
SP-68-05 – REXVIEW MEDICAL-PROFESSIONAL PARK – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

This request is to approve a 78,200 square foot Office Center on a 10.2 acre site, zoned Office and Institutional-1 Conditional Use District.  This site is located within 400 feet of a residential use or zone.  A pending subdivision, S-83-85, will divide this tract into two parcels, separated by the extension of Ed Drive into Landmark Drive, both public streets.  The proposed Office Center will be located on both sides of the public street.  The proposed development meets the requirements for Office Centers set forth in Section 10-2121 independent of each other.

CR-10945 from the Planning Commission recommends approval with conditions.  Planning Commission Chairman Everett explained he was excused from participation on this item.  He explained the Planning Commission’s discussion which related to the conflict between the zoning and street requirements.  He stated it was the Planning Commission’s understanding if the turnaround was installed according to street standards it would do away with the buffer that was agreed upon in the zoning; therefore, the Planning Commission had recommended approval with a variance in the street and driveway standards.

Mr. Isley pointed out there is a long history on this issue and talked about the rezoning which took place in the 2003-04 time period.  He stated everyone came together in that rezoning and it would be a shame to destroy the work that was done, the buffer that was established, etc.; therefore he would move approval of the site plan as submitted.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
SP-82-05 – WALGREENS ON NEW BERN AVENUE/SHANTA DRIVE – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

This request is to approve a 14,820 square foot retail pharmacy on a 2.3 acre site currently composed of two parcels zoned Neighborhood Business Conditional Use District.  This site is located within 400 feet of a residential use or zone.  This proposal also includes a request to amend previous conditions of approval for a City Council approved master plan on this site (S-103-98) in accordance with zoning conditions in effect at that time (Z-27-97).  The previously approved subdivision and master plan specified a sit-down restaurant or other retail use in this location and limited the entire master plan area to one ground sign.  A ground sign has already been permitted on an adjacent parcel with a retail pharmacy within the master plan area.  In 2005 the site of this proposed development was rezoned with case Z-18-05 to prohibit high profile ground signs, but this rezoning did not amend the previously approved master plan conditions of S-103-98.  The applicant requests a medium profile monument sign not to exceed nine feet in height with no scrolling text be allowed in conjunction with the proposed retail pharmacy.  The Planning Commission recommends S-103-98 be amended to allow a low profile ground sign on each of the remaining undeveloped parcels within the original master plan area.

CR-10946 from the Planning Commission recommends approval with conditions.  Planning Commission Chairman Everett explained the case and concerns voiced in the Planning Commission’s discussions.  Mr. Stephenson pointed out he understands there was a negative vote and questioned the negative vote with Planning Commission Chairman Everett pointing out he could not answer why the Planning Commission member voted in the negative.  Mr. West moved approval of the Planning Commission’s recommendation.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

SPECIAL ITEMS

FACILITY FEE – PROPOSED CHANGE – AUTHORIZED FOR SPECIAL JOINT HEARING ON APRIL 4, 2006

This item has appeared on several agendas.  During the March 7, 2006 Council meeting Administration was asked to provide the required reports and to place the item on this agenda for further consideration.  The historical reports were in the agenda packet.

Mayor Meeker pointed out earlier today he had provided Council members with some information on the cost of park land today versus park land purchased in the 80’s.  He questioned if Council members have any questions on the report.

Mr. Craven questioned the differences in numbers in the two columns on the first page of the report with City Manager Allen pointing out the bottom group of numbers excludes the reimbursement amounts.

Mayor Meeker talked about the level of our fees and cost pointing out the fees do pay just a small percentage of the development cost of roads, park land/open space and gave examples.  

Ms. Taliaferro talked about the significant amount of growth in general and in her area pointing out the majority of that growth is residential and pointed out we are behind in park land acquisition.  She referred to Zone II pointing out we are way behind in that area and we need to catch up.  We need to move ahead and get started building parks in the North Raleigh area as we are extremely far behind just as the schools are behind.  She stated she hopes that the City Council will keep that in mind during budget deliberations again pointing out we must catch up in that area.  Mayor Meeker stated he hopes in the next budget we will be able to go to phase II of the last parks bond and that would be most helpful.  Ms. Taliaferro stated we need to move to the second phase of the parks bond and talked about the need to speed up the process, get planning online, construction started, etc.  She pointed out we have to plan ahead and get things done and again referred to the school crisis and pointed out the city is faces a similar crisis with our parks.

Ms. Taliaferro moved that the City Council set a special joint hearing with the Planning Commission on April 4, to consider the following impact fee increased proposal:

Use the engineering news record construction cost index to update the fees.  She pointed out nineteen (19) years of annual increase using this standard raises the fees and reimbursements 72%.  She gave an example of fees for a single-family residential which would be $1,171.00 again pointing out it would be an across the board similar increases.
Spread the fee increases over two years.  Thereafter the fees would increase annually according to the Engineering News Record Cost Index.

The change would take effect 60 days after the City Council adoption.

In response to questions, Ms. Taliaferro pointed out she is talking about the same percentage of increase throughout, no variable rates.  She just used the single-family residential amount as an example.  Mayor Meeker pointed out in some areas the reimbursements are further behind than others with Ms. Taliaferro indicating she feels the Council should ask administration for a recommendation as to how to best catch up but may be do that as a separate issue or motion.
Ms. Taliaferro’s proposal was discussed at length with Mr. Stephenson talking about the results of Cary’s cutting of their fees 30% but seeing an increase in the revenue.  He compared Cary’s fees to Raleigh’s present fees and their revenue to Raleigh’s pointing out it seems like the 72% increase is way out of line particularly when you compare it to Cary’s fees.  He stated he feels we should try to bring Raleigh’s fees more in line as with a 72% increase we are never going to get caught up with our parks and transportation needs.  He fees the proposal will leave us behind.  Ms. Taliaferro questioned if Mr. Stephenson is saying we should have the same tax rate as Cary’s with Mr. Stephenson indicating the whole point in increasing Raleigh’s impact fees is to keep our tax rate low.  
Mr. West talked about the issues and stated he feels we should look at the City’s total revenue stream.  We shouldn’t take anything off the table without thorough analysis.  He stated in his opinion ad valorem tax is the fairest tax we have.  He talked about looking at the amount of revenue we need and address that need in a balanced approach and the impact on affordability of homes.  He stated he had talked with people in Cary and they had cautioned to be very careful in making any adjustments.  He talked about his philosophy, the need to be careful, the need to look at the total revenue stream and look at a balanced approach.
Mr. Stephenson pointed out taxpayers of Raleigh and Wake County are facing a one billion dollar plus school bond referendum and the polls are not showing a lot of support as he thinks the taxpayers feel they are not being dealt with fairly.  He stated if we do not bring Raleigh’s fees in line with our neighbors, he feels the citizens of Raleigh will say Raleigh is not serious in helping to solve the problem.  He talked about the need to have elements of the fee that relate to affordability, maybe give breaks to units that promote efficiency that is, units that are constructed where infrastructure is in place which means it will cost the City less.  He talked about development in the downtown area which cost less because the infrastructure is there.  He pointed out the consultant had recommending phasing over a number of years and talked about the possibility of looking at graduated fees based on type of unit.
Mr. Stephenson stated he feels the Council should pass a fee that shows the Council is serious about this issue and are making a strong commitment to pay our fair share.

Mayor Meeker pointed out in campaigning across the City and talking with the citizens, he feels the public fully understands that the City’s impact fees are low.  The proposal on the table is to raise the fees for example on a single-family house about $500 which would get us to a level that is about 1/5 of what we are allowed to levy and to a fee that is about ½ of our neighboring cities fees and will allow us to increase our commitment to parks, roads, etc.; however, he feels the proposal is far too timid.  He explained the motion on the floor is to allow a proposal to go to public hearing and we are headed in the right direction and he feels we should move forward with the public hearing and let the public provide input on a balanced approach.
Mr. Crowder pointed out he recently attended a forum in which Dr. Goodnight spoke and indicated one of the number one reasons people move to the area is the quality of life and he feels we should do what we can to protect that quality of life.  He stated rather than putting a proposal out as suggested by Ms. Taliaferro, he feels it would be best to have a public hearing to hear the public’s comments and make a decision as to how to go from that point and made a substitute motion to that effect.  His substitute motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson.  In response to questioning, City Attorney McCormick pointed out the Council needs to define what increases it may be considering therefore Mr. Crowder and Mr. Stephenson withdrew their motion.  The motion as made by Ms. Taliaferro was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

Later in the meeting, Mr. Crowder suggested that the Council have a public hearing at the joint meeting on April 4 which would indicate that the City proposals to increase the facility fee base rate 75% across the board and phase these increases over a 3-year period.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson.  City Attorney McCormick indicated as he understands Mr. Crowder is suggesting a second text change to be heard the same night as the one that has already been approved.  After brief discussion the motion was put to a vote which resulted in Mr. Stephenson, Mr. Crowder and Mayor Meeker voting in the affirmative and the remainder of the Council voting in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion defeated on a 3-5 vote.
TC-19-05 – OUTDOOR MOBILE VENDING CARTS – ORDINANCE APPROVED ON FIRST READING; TO BE PLACED ON APRIL 4 AGENDA FOR A SECOND READING

During the March 7, 2006 Council meeting the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommended approval of TC-17-05 dated March 1, 2006 which includes amendments suggested by the Committee.  After discussion on the item, it was directed that the item be held and placed on this agenda to receive a copy of the proposed suggestions by Administration as compared to the Committee’s recommendation.  Mr. Crowder pointed out when this issue was referred to committee, it was related to discussions of vending carts in front of home improvement stores like Lowes.  There was a formula which would allow vending carts to go on sites of 2 ½ acres or more under certain conditions as outlined in the proposal.  He stated he was concerned about that and expressed the opinion that this could open up locations such as convenience stores, gas stations, etc., and we would be creating a problem we do not have.  We were trying to address the only concern that had been presented to the committee and that was the large box stores therefore he felt the acreage should be 10 acres or more with the same sliding scale and conditions etc.  If the need arises, the Council could come back and look at it to address concerns relative to smaller sites.  Therefore, the committee by split vote had recommended approval with 10 acre minimum size.
Mr. Craven pointed out the staff had come forth with a proposal with the 2 ½ acre minimum and he actually thought that was on the high side as it excluded small sites which would like to avail themselves to this opportunity.  He stated he feels he 2 ½ acre is very acceptable, it protects the public and does not open this up to causing problems, therefore he moved approval of TC-17-05 with the 2 ½ acre minimum with the sliding scale, conditions etc., as included in the proposal.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out the proposed change does have a sliding scale.  She feels it does offer the protection needed and provides the opportunity for the vending to occur in different locations.  She wants the City to be inclusive rather than exclusive.  Mr. Stephenson pointed out we do not have enforcement now and he didn’t hear anyone say that this ordinance would make more or easier enforcement.  He stated we had one applicant come forward with a proposed change which would help legitimize their business and he feels the 10 acre site would allow the opportunity requested.  He stated the committee was told that there is one business which has 30 to 40 carts go out each day and we do not know where they go.  He stated he feels if we move to the 2 ½ acre site size we will see these popping up everywhere.  Mr. Crowder pointed out there are already some problems and there is not an out cry to change the ordinance.  He talked about the discussions which took place in the committee and called on the Council to use common sense in looking at this issue.  We are trying to legitimize the business at the big box store, big acreage, etc.  He feels this proposal is extremely inclusive and talked about the large parcels having out parcels which have food vending, etc.  He stated he had talked to people in smaller stores such as Burke Brothers and no one sees a need to open it up further; therefore he made a substitute motion to approve TC-17-05 as proposed with a 10 acre minimum site as he feels that is far more reasonable and will not add a burden on anyone and will be inclusive.  Mayor Meeker seconded the motion for the sake of discussion.  The substitute motion was put to a vote which resulted in Mr. Crowder, Mr. Stephenson and Mayor Meeker voting in the affirmative and the remainder of the Council voting in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion defeated on a 3-5 vote.
The original motion to approve TC-17-05 with a 2 ½ acre minimum site was put to a vote which resulted in all Council members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Crowder, Mr. Stephenson and Mayor Meeker who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 5-3 vote.  See Ordinance 985 TC 281.

City Attorney McCormick indicated the ordinance received only five votes; therefore, it would have to be considered on a second reading.  Mayor Meeker stated Ordinance 985 TC 281 would be placed on the April 4 agenda for consideration of a second reading.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

STC-15-05 – NOREMAC DRIVE – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CLOSING ADOPTED

During the February 7, 2006 Council meeting, pursuant to petition, resolution of intent, notification as required by law, a hearing was held to consider the permanent closing of right-of-way known as Noremac Drive.  John Cameron, one of the adjacent property owners, spoke in opposition, had questions concerning the disposition of the closed right-of-way and concerns relative to the proposal which was requested by the property owners developing the Glen Lake Subdivision.  The item was referred to Administration to work with the involved property owners and report back to Council.  Information was in the agenda packet.  It would be appropriate to further consider the street closing petition.

City Manager Allen pointed out the developer has withdrawn the site triangle easement on the Cameron property.  He stated the developer has also submitted a landscape plan for the open space or isolated triangle land east of the realigned Noremac/Blue Ridge Intersection.  He stated the third question that was raised at the public hearing was relative to the Cameron family’s concern that the rear facing lots along Noremac Drive will negatively impact their property.  He stated while the orientation is unusual it is not prohibited.  The lots will front on the interior streets within the Glen Lake development.  Ms. Taliaferro moved approval of STC-15-05.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 838.

PARK PLANNING PROCESS – LEESVILLE ROAD – PROCESS AUTHORIZED

The 2000 Parks Bond issue included $1 million for master planning and a first phase of development for this City-owned Community Park site on Leesville Road.  Council authorized City staff to collaborate with Wake County in determining whether the site is also suitable for a library and/or school.  We are prepared to begin the planning process and are suggesting some options for Council to consider to shorten the required time frame.  Council members received the following memorandum in their agenda packet.

The Leesville Road site was purchased in 1990 from Catherine J. Norwood for public park purposes. This site is classified as a Community Park.  Leesville Road Park is a 2000 Bond project. On January 18, 2005 the City Council authorized Park and Recreation Staff to collaborate with Wake County in determining whether the park site is also suitable for library and/or school.  Park and Recreation Staff would like to move forward with the Park Planning process for the site and are seeking guidance regarding the park planning process to be utilized for the Leesville Road site.

Wake County has continued to express the desire to include a library at the Leesville Road site. The County’s desired schedule for completing the branch library is February, 2009.  Should the final approved master plan include the proposed library, construction planning and design will then proceed. This will be followed by bidding and construction phases.

P&R staff evaluated implementing both the System Integration Plan (SIP) process and Master Plan process to determine the most time efficient way to implement both processes.  The SIP process is estimated to take approximately 9 months if implemented separately.  The Master Plan process is estimated to take approximately 24 months. Staff has estimated that both processes can be completed in 18 - 24 months utilizing the same consultants.

Below is the potential framework that could be used for developing the site in accordance with Master Plan Resolution (2003) 735.

System Integration Plan Process

• RFQ/Approval/Advertise/Evaluation/Interviews

• Council Approval

• Negotiate Contract/Administrative/Council Contract Approval/Execute

• Site Inventory/Survey

• Inventory presentation to Parks, Recreation, Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB)

• SIP Adv. Committee / Parks Sub-Committee (*Optional)

• Public Notice

• Draft SIP Presentation to PRGAB/Public Meeting/MP Comm. Solicitation*

• PRGAB Approval of Master Plan Committee*

• SIP Presentation and Committee Selection to City Council*

Master Plan Process

• Master Plan Committee Collaboration

- Committee Meetings 1-2: Introduction & Ground Rules

- Committee Meetings 3-5: Education, SIP, Survey Results, etc.

- Committee Meetings 6-8: Program Statement Development

- Committee Meetings 9-11: Master Plan DRAFT Development

• Master Plan DRAFT - Public Meeting

• Admin. Review - Master Plan DRAFT

• Committee Meeting 12-13:  Review Public Comments and Finalize DRAFT Plan

• PRGAB Review/Approval

• City Council Review/Approval

Staff estimates that this process will take approximately 18-24 months to accomplish.  Staff is exploring other options to reduce the amount of time it takes to implement this overall process. *These are areas in the process staff has identified as overlap and have adjusted the process to reduce the timeframe.

A second option would be the process currently being used for Forest Ridge and Horseshoe Farm.  This form of the Master Plan process includes starting the site inventory and Master Plan process at the same time.  A full System Integration Plan is not done.  Instead the site inventory is conducted and presented to the Master Plan advisory to assist in their program development for the future park. The committee collaboration and program all remain the same but in the interest of reducing time only a site inventory is completed.  It is estimated that this process will take about 18 months

A third option would be to follow a similar process used for the North Wake Landfill post- closure planning.  This process included a consultant and staff conducting a series of public meetings to solicit input and review proposed plans.  After input and direction was obtained multiple park design alternatives were publicly reviewed. Consensus on park elements and their location was settled and a final master plan concept was developed for review and approval.  It is estimated that this process will take 9 - 12 months

City Manager Allen highlighted the memo.  Mr. Isley moved approval of the third option as outlined in the staff memo.  He pointed out we have got some bond money that is as much as six years old, we cannot afford to delay needs of our citizens and he feels we need to move forward and he feels the third option is good and gave his reasons for support.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro.  Ms. Taliaferro talked about the Wake Landfill process pointing out she attended some of the meeting.  She feels it was accepted very well and the people felt involved and was a well balanced approach.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
LITTLE RIVER WATERSHED PROTECTION – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

The Town of Rolesville is considering the annexation of a new residential subdivision within the secondary watershed of the Little River water supply area.  They further propose to provide water service along this corridor.  We have indicated several concerns to the Town which are outlined in the letter in the agenda packet.

Verbatim
City Manager:  This is an update on the Little River watershed that we do expect to build an impoundment on at some point and have as a long range water supply source.  It is on the eastern boundaries of Rolesville and several of the other jurisdictions to the east.  The Town of Rolesville is proposing an annexation and extension of water into the noncritical area and you can see that on the map.  I had sent a letter to the Town Manager expressing Raleigh’s concerns about some of the timing and the consistency of policy with our extension of utilities into the watershed.  I wouldn’t note that if Council may discuss this item or get input, Commissioner Frank Eagles is here today from Rolesville along with Matt Livingston, the Town Manager and their Attorney, Beth Trahos, if there are any questions.  I outlined in my letter to the Town Manager essentially three levels of concern 1) the extension that they are doing in the noncritical area is not consistent with Raleigh’s policy.  That does not make any value judgement other than just stating the fact, it is inconsistent with policy that we currently use if this were to be in our watershed area whether it is Swift Creek or Falls Lake.  This is an area that Rolesville never identified to Raleigh as a future expansion area, it was never included in the merger agreement as the future expansion area so there is a question about where the capacity may come from whether that is existing capacity or new capacity to serve and the thing that really brought our attention as we are trying to get to the D. E. Benton plant authorized and permitted Federal and State regulatory agencies obviously are very concerned about environmental impacts both primary and secondary, a lot of issues have come up about that so what we tried to do is get the county and the towns together and talk about how do we protect this watershed as we protected Falls Lake and Swift Creek Rolesville is very open to that and wants to be protective of the watershed; there is also an updated letter that I think I just put on your desk from the Town Manager or recent actions of February 5.  They are still considering the annexation, what I asked for in the letter is to delay the annexation so that we could form a multi-party agreement to protect the watershed, again they are interested in protecting the watershed but appear still intent on moving forward with this annexation.  It may not be harmful but it has certainly laid out some criteria that they see to protect the watershed that is very aggressive criteria.  The concern would just be the precedent setting, the extension of that waterline and so the Mayor had asked that we placed this item on the agenda so if there are any Council questions or other follow-up that you would like for me to do.
Mayor Meeker:  Let me just follow-up on this. . . I heard about this about 10 days ago and as you know it is this Council’s obligation not only to protect our current watershed but also future watersheds and that sense of importance is certainly highlighted by the current drought that we are in.  Where we are here is the proposal to annex the Lakes of Rolesville into Rolesville would be beyond what I understand the merger agreement to be.  Also it would be providing water but not sewer, water in the secondary watershed which has generally not been the policy in Swift Creek and Falls Lake, or I guess there has been some exceptions in Falls Lake, and then finally raises the issue about whether it is going to affect the permitting of this river which is unknown at this point.  Rolesville does propose to provide a group of environmental standard.  I had spoken with officials of Rolesville requesting that this matter be held up pending a conference between the City, County and Rolesville to discuss those three issues as to how it will be handled and if there was to be water extended out there to be sure that was a clear policy so every other subdivision has to follow the environmental standards that are being proposed here which are impervious surface, limits stream buffers that are much wider and the like.  My impression was, and I don’t intend in any way to speak for Rolesville, was that Rolesville was not inclined to discuss it with the City and County and are both inclined to have that annexation and that is how I requested that this be put on our agenda.  To me this is as serious a matter that this Council deals with and that is protecting the watershed and the water availability for citizens not just to Raleigh but for every other town in central and eastern Wake County including Rolesville and we simply must step up and act firmly and act decidedly.  For one town to extend water outside its boundary into a secondary watershed without there being a policy in place to allow that simply is not acceptable.  We all have to work together on this further of anything that might be done to jeopardize bring this water supply on line is also not acceptable and we in Raleigh really have to protect everyone in the area, Garner, Wake Forest and even Rolesville itself so that we can be sure that we have adequate water supply, what I think we ought to do and I certainly want the Council to discuss this and I have been involved with this more than you have, is I think we ought to request that Rolesville to stop at this point, have a conference with the City, County, Rolesville Staff to discuss those three issues about what their urban service area is going to be, secondly, is water or sewer or both can be extended into the secondary watershed and if so, what are the environmental requirements and finding what impact if any might this have on the permitting of this area for that.  Pending a resolution of those issues, I think we are to make clear to Rolesville that we will not have our system attached to any line until there is an understanding on those three points and that we ought to make that clear on the front end, otherwise, Rolesville will not come to the table to talk with us, they will proceed ahead and we would be in a situation where they will have one party acting unilaterally rather than all of us working together and we simply must work together on these topics.  We cannot have one party go out and do something that might benefit that party in the short term that could, and I don’t know for sure, but could have adversely affect us all in the long run.  I have spoke strongly on that and I feel strongly about this and I know you have trusted me on watershed issues in the past but that is what I think we ought to do and have some more discussion and see where the rest of you are and then see if we can’t move ahead.  Mr. Craven.
Mr. Craven:  Mr. Mayor I share your concerns and would like to know if we could please, how our utility merger agreement up there deals with a request for an extension outside of the service area.
City Manager:  Yes, it would say it cannot be extended in the watershed unless it is annexed or in their urban service area and therefore if they annexed technically they would be in compliance and could extend and I think it is very clear that we could interpret that that would be in conflict with the greater quality of protecting the watershed and inconsistent with Raleigh’s other policies of extension in that we would not extend water in our service area into a watershed so I think that really is the point that the Mayor is raising.  But other than that, they would be allowed to serve as long as it was annexed.
Mr. West:  Mr. Mayor, is there any reference to as the established contracts with surrounding municipalities in reference to the issue of annexation as it affects the watershed.

City Manager:  I am not sure that I completely understand that question. . . . . .

Mr. West:  If the system is merged system and there is a contract, you know, if there is a contract that indicates what each party would do and if I understand this correctly, there is the issue of this expansion affecting the water supply, water quality and environmental issues and the tool that they have used in order to serve development of this property would be annexation and I guess I was asking is there anything in terms of our contract relation with them as referred to that they can annexing that kind of thing or is everything implied in the contract related to this too.

City Manager:  No, at this point I have certainly not asked Mr. McCormick for our legal opinion about the City’s rights or privileges that something you could do in my opinion in reviewing it the city would have a leg to stand on to refuse to extend the utilities because it is inconsistent with our policy and it is a merged system, it is Raleigh’s own utility system.
Mayor Meeker:  Yes, questions by Council
Ms. Taliaferro:  Mayor, I guess I would like to hear from the City Attorney, I was surprised he has not been consulted before now.
Mayor Meeker:  Mr. Attorney

Attorney McCormick:  Well I look at it in general and what Mr. Allen says is correct.  If you recall from a dispute we had over another manner not long ago, the towns are required to adopt rules and regulations similar to Raleigh, not similar to but identical to Raleigh and if this is an area where we would not serve then they should not serve.  Now I have done an indepth analysis of the facts of this case versus the contractor and I mean that is the general principle upon which these mergers have been made.

Mayor Meeker:  Are there questions or comments?

Ms. Taliaferro:  Mr. Mayor I just want to echo what you and Mr. Craven has said and this that it is the most precious resource that we have and we cannot put it in jeopardy just for the convenience of another municipality and it is not something that we would allow to happen in Raleigh and I don’t think that we should be encouraging it in any of our shared utility users.

Mayor Meeker:  Let me go ahead and make the following motion.  First that Raleigh request Rolesville to stop proceeding on the annexation or extension of the water line until three things have happened, that is, the City/County and Rolesville staff has meet to consider three issues 1) whether this is a urban service area for Rolesville as is to be defined in the future by the County and the others.  Secondly whether water is to be extended into the secondary watershed of the Little River watershed and if there are to be water and sewer or both extended, what are the additional environmental protection as it applies to the policy to all subdivisions and not just one and finally; 3) whether this kind of development will adversely affect the chances of permitting Little River watershed as a water supply.  And that those three issues be discussed with the City/County and Rolesville and be reported back to us with a satisfactory resolution.  Pending such resolution of all three issues that our utility system not be connected and no water be provided to this proposed subdivision.
City Manager:  Mayor Meeker we will need to have multi-parties at the table beyond just Rolesville because Wendell and Zebulon are certainly affected by this. . . 

Mayor Meeker:  Find, and have the other affected parties.  That’s fine again, this is a group activity where we are getting together as a group of neighbors to protect our water supply and not have one individual go out and do something that may appear to be in short term interest of that individual.  Okay, is there a second to that motion?

Ms. Taliaferro:  I second it.

Mayor Meeker:  Is there any discussion?  All in favor say “I”.  

All:  “Aye” (All Council members)
Mayor Meeker:  Any opposed?  Okay well then let me thank the Council; I think you really are standing up for all of us here in the city and really all the other towns that depend on this water supply and I am hopeful that we can get good dialogue going with Rolesville and get these issues resolved.  We are not trying to do something that will harm Rolesville but we are trying to do something that will protect the watershed.  And that is where we all need to be working together.  Okay Mr. Manager anything else on this special item?

Mr. Craven:  How quickly do you think we can quickly establish that meeting?

Mayor Meeker:  Mr. Manager I assume this to be a top priority.
City Manager:  we have identified that work to be done as a pretty substantial process because it will require public input and our best guess of it, and I personally think if we can get Rolesville and other parties involved it could be a six month task to get done.

Mayor Meeker:  But we can start to get started right away on it and we will keep this a priority and we don’t want to hold up this development.

Our intent is to get moving.
WATER CONSERVATION – FALLS LAKE UPDATE – NO ACTION TAKEN
City Manager Allen provided Council members with a report on the status of Falls Lake.  He stated we had lost a little bit of ground as far as our water supply is concerned; therefore, he would recommend that we stay in Stage II mandatory restrictions.  No suggestions were made to change the restrictions.

Later in the meeting Mr. Isley pointed out he continues to get calls, emails, etc., from people who own power washers and they indicate with the spring coming on they are beginning to have mold problems, mildew, etc., on their decks, walkways, etc.  He stated he knows one can hire a professional power washer to come and do that but there is concern on the part of many that the citizens are not being treated right.  They should be allowed to do some of these things on their own.  He stated may be there is some minor tweaking that could be done which would allow the public to do these various items such as power washing, washing their cars, etc. 

Mr. Craven pointed out as pollen season comes on, we are going to see more problems with that mold and mildew.  He asked about the possibility of putting the public on the honor system and allows them to either water their lawn or power wash their deck or something of that nature.  He stated we could even go to some type permit system that is, have an email or fax system where a homeowner could get a permit to do one or the other.
Discussion followed with City Manager Allen pointing out he realizes the need for flexibility.  He stated however staff feels we are still in a serious critical situation as far as our water supply is concerned.  Approximately 20% of our water supply has not been restored and he feels it is necessary to keep the restrictions in place.  He stated what is being suggested such as letting a homeowner either water their lawn or wash their car or deck through a permit type system he feels would be very difficult to administer and extremely difficult to enforce.
Ms. Taliaferro pointed out Mr. Craven’s suggestion to have some type permit system seems to have merit and she would suggest that the Council ask Staff to explore that and come back with how we could set up some type permit system.  She stated she does not feel it should be limited to being done through email as a number of people do not have computer connections.  We could set up a phone number for people to call to get a permit to wash their car, hose off their porch or something of that nature.  She suggested asking administration to explore that option.  After other discussion Mr. Isley pointed out he was merely suggesting allowing washing of porches or decks as it relates to health reasons such as mold, mildew, pollen, etc.

Public Utilities Director Crisp pointed out the ordinance currently allows cleaning of a deck or porch etc., if a health issue is involved.  He stated as long as a person could justify the washing is due to health reasons they would not be cited.  He stated to have some type call-in system to get a permit he feels could cause a big burden as the staff is already receiving many, many phone calls.  Mr. Craven questioned how health issues are documented with Public Utilities Director Crisp pointing out code enforcement officers interface with the person and asks questions, etc.  He stated it really depends on how questions are answered when someone is approached for what seems to be illegal watering, etc.  He stated if someone immediately tells the code enforcement officer they have a health issue, an allergy and something like that, the officer does not normally require documentation.
Further discussion took place on the need to be proactive in protecting our water supply and whether we have plans in place for the long term.  Mr. Crowder talked about water quality and supply being a major issue as we continue to grow and we must take the issue very serious.  We need to become more proactive and pointed out he thought the Water Conservation Task Force is looking at all means of conserving water.  He talked about Cary’s water conservation efforts.  Mr. Stephenson pointed out it is predicted that our growth will double in the next 20 years and questioned if we have long-range plans water wise with City Manager Allen pointing out we do have a 30 year plan and we do believe under normal circumstances we will have an adequate supply.  No action was taken.

EMPLOYEE – HENRY KINCY – SUGGESTION APPROVED

City Manager Allen pointed out we have an employee, Henry Kincy who is going to be retiring from the Parks and Recreation Department after 43 years of service.  He stated some of the people in the department have pointed out he has driven an old pick-up for many of these years.  The truck has now been surplus and it is going to be sold.  Some of the employees felt it would be a good idea if the City employees could raise the money and purchase the truck for Mr. Kincy’s retirement gift.  He stated the truck is valued at some $1,500.  He explained the State law which would allow a city employee to bid on the truck but pointed out the City ordinances do not allow that.  He stated he is asking permission to allow a city employee to purchase the truck for Mr. Kincy if the City employees can raise the funds to do so.

City Attorney McCormick indicated there would be no problem with the City employees raising the money but we would need to have a non city-employee make the purchase.  How this differs from allowing the purchase of a fire helmet or fire arm by a retiring police or fireman was discussed briefly.  By consensus the Committee agreed to allow the City employees to raise the money and a non-city employee to purchase the truck with Mayor Meeker pointing out it is a very nice way to recognize a very dedicated employee.

REQUEST AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

SOLID WASTE CODE CITATION 214 – 306 BROOKS AVENUE – WAIVED
Donna Carver, 306 Brooks Avenue, was at the meeting to appeal Solid Waste Code Citation 214.  She stated her family did not know what they were doing was wrong.  She stated they had received information from the Solid Waste Services Director and read through the information and it did not address their concerns.  She pointed out she understands there was an educational program but explained that everybody in the neighborhood puts their yard waste out at the same time so evidently the educational component was not effective or needs to be tweaked.  She stated the information is inconsistent.  Ms. Carver stated they were not warned and did not know about the citizen’s requirements.

Mayor Meeker pointed out the Council is looking at the possibility of giving a warning on the first violation and that is coming up later in the meeting.  He moved that Solid Waste Code Citation 214 be waived.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN – REQUEST FOR AMENDMENT – NO ACTION TAKEN

Travis Barkley, 5561 McNealy Drive, had requested permission to discuss an amendment to the Comprehensive Plan relating to 6205 Creedmoor Road.  Mr. Barkley was not at the meeting; therefore, the item was removed with no action taken.
SOLID WASTE CODE CITATION – 5700 BASHFORD CREST LANE – WAIVED

Wayne Edmonds, 5700 Bashford Crest Lane, was at the meeting relative to Solid Waste Code Citation.  He stated the information that has been provided to the citizens is incomplete and unreliable.  He stated he had been told all of the information on the new program was in the News and Observer, tv, etc.; however, the official city documents do not contain the accurate information.  The City’s website needs to be more specific as to what constitutes a violation, what the rules are, etc.  He stated the information indicates your trash cart should be in an inconspicuous space, not easily seen.  He stated in his situation he does not know what an inconspicuous place would be.  He stated he understands the City not wanting the garbage cart at the curb too long but questioned exactly where they can be kept.  He explained his situation.  Ms. Taliaferro moved waiver of the Solid Waste Citation relating to 5700 Bashford Crest Lane.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
SOLID WASTE CODE CITATION – BETTY CRAWFORD – MILLBROOK ROAD – WAIVED

Ms. Taliaferro presented information from Betty Crawford, Millbrook Road, who had received a Solid Waste Code citation.  She asked that the citation be waived.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

INSPECTIONS DEPARTMENT – CONCERNS RELATIVE TO 552 EAST JONES STREET – REFERRED TO THE CITY ATTORNEY

Ms. Alfred C. Perry, expressed concerns relative to the way her case at 552 E. Jones Street was handled by the Inspections Department.  She gave a detailed description of her work in providing low income housing in Raleigh for over 40 years including two new apartment complexes, etc.  She stated she had always worked with the Inspections Department and the Inspectors have been very nice.  She and her husband have done what they were requested to do.  She explained a bill they had received relative to 552 East Jones Street pointing out when she received it, she called the City Inspections Department two days in a row.  She did not get a response.  She went down and talked to Roger Boney and thought everything was fine.  They had been granted an extension on getting the problems corrected and were told not to allow any rental until the case had been cleared.  She explained the situation at 552 East Jones Street where the tenant was behind in their rent, efforts they had made to help the tenant, and the fact that the tenant had called and requested an inspection.  They received an extension and then she got a letter from the city saying the charges had been turned over to a collection agency.  She does not know why there were charges and why it was turned over to a collection agency.  She stated at the same time she received a letter commending her for doing a good job.  She would like the fees waived and at the same time would like for the City to do something as it relates to better communication between the Inspections Department and persons who are trying to comply with the law.

Without further discussion, the Mayor Meeker asked the City Attorney to look at the situation to see what happened.

PICKETING PERMIT – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Leslie Wright pointed out she had tried to get a picketing permit but it was denied by Sgt. Wall.  She stated her rights have been denied and she wants a permit to picket.
City Manager Allen stated he did not know about the situation and what had occurred but would be glad to check into it.  Mr. Isley pointed out the picketing ordinance has just been amended and it may be that Ms. Wright does not need a permit for picketing.  The item was referred to the City Manager to follow up with Ms. Wright and the Police Department and explained the new picketing ordinance.

NOISE – PLACEMENT OF HVAC EQUIPMENT ON MORDECAI DRIVE – REFERRED TO MR. WEST AND THE CITY ATTORNEY

Margaret L. Parrish, 1109 Mordecai Drive, requested permission to discuss problems with the placement of HVC units on the property next door to her property.  She stated Mordecai Manor is being renovated and they plan to place 6 heating and air conditioning units in a row, 18 feet from her window.  She stated the lots are only 50 feet wide and she is concerned about the noise problems, etc.  She stated the noise will interfere with her peace, sleep and she is afraid she will not be able to live in her house.  In response to questioning she stated she had talked with the owner of the adjacent property twice but can’t get any satisfaction.

Brief discussion followed on the history of this case, Ms. Parrish’s discussions with the Police Department and Inspections Department, the decibel level of the heating and air conditioning units with Ms. Parrish being told there is nothing the City can do and the decibel level of the units according to Ms. Parrish.
Mr. West stated he had worked with Ms. Parrish and the City on this issue before and it was agreed to refer the concerns to Mr. West and the City Attorney for further discussion and possible solutions.

VARIANCE – 4208 – 212 SIX FORKS ROAD – WITHDRAWN

Leslie Wright, 4208 – 212 Six Forks Road, had requested permission to present plans for opening a salon spa at 1401 Ollie Street and request a variance relative to requirements for sidewalk, curb, gutter and parking.  The City Clerk pointed out Ms. Price had asked to be withdrawn from this agenda and placed on the April 4 agenda.

SOLID WASTE COLLECTION – CONCERNS – WITHDRAWN

Bessie Carol Holloway, 2705 Evers Drive, had requested permission to discuss the information supplied by the City relative to the City’s Solid Waste Program.  It was pointed out Ms. Holloway had withdrawn her request.

WATER CONSERVATION – FINE – NO ACTION

Monica Dale, 209 Steel Hopper Way, Garner, had requested permission to discuss a water restriction fine she received without prior warning being given to the general public outside the City of Raleigh.  Ms. Dale was not at the meeting therefore no action was taken.

MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

ANNEXATION PETITIONS – TRENTON PLACE SUBDIVISION AND CHASTEAL TRAILS CLUSTER, PHASE I – HEARING – ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the following petitioned annexations.  If following the hearing, the Council wishes to proceed, it would be appropriate to adopt ordinances annexing the properties effective June 30, 2006 and a resolution placing the properties in the appropriate electoral districts.
LOCATION
ELECTORAL DISTRICT

Trenton Place Subdivision
E
Chasteal Trails Cluster, Phase 1
C
The Mayor opened the hearing on each location, no one asked to be heard thus the hearings were closed.
Mr. Isley moved adoption of ordinances annexing Trenton Place Subdivision and Chasteal Trails Cluster, Phase 1 as petitioned to be effective June 30, 2006 and adoption of resolution placing the properties in the appropriate City Council electoral districts.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinances 986 and 987 and Resolution 639.

STC-2-06 – OLD US HIGHWAY 64 – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the permanent closing of a portion of old US Highway 64.  The hearing is pursuant to petition, resolution of intent, advertisement and notification as required by law (STC-2-06).
Planning Director Silver explained this is the first of a series of three street closings relating to development in this area.  He pointed out it is a phased project and Old US 64 will be realigned and as the development occurs the additional closings will come forth.  He outlined easements that would need to be reserved.

The Mayor opened the hearing Jimmy Rogers, applicant, was at the meeting to answer questions.  There were no questions and no one else asked to be heard.  The Mayor ruled the hearing closed.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of a resolution closing the street as advertised with reservation of easements.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 840.

STC-3-06 – WEST FRANKLIN STREET – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider the permanent closing of right-of-way on the north side of West Franklin Street between Semart Drive and Halifax Street.  The hearing is pursuant to petition, resolution of intent, advertisement and notification as required by law (STC-3-06).

Planning Director Silver explained the proposal which relates to a realignment as a swap of right-of-way.  The alignment of the street has changed according to a site plan which has been administratively approved.  The Mayor opened the hearing, no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of a resolution authorizing the closing as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted of an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 841.

WATER ASSESSMENT ROLL 1211 – GRESHAM LAKE ROAD – HEARING TO CONSIDER CORRECTION – CORRECTING RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider adoption of a resolution correcting Water Assessment Roll 1211-Gresham Lake Road to the end that the assessment against Gresham Lake Associates would be deleted as the property has no abutting frontage along the water line per a recombination and right-of-way dedication map recorded prior to the assessment confirmation.  The Mayor opened the hearing, no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of the correcting resolution.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 843.
WATER ASSESSMENT ROLL 1081-A – SUNNYBROOK ROAD – HEARING TO CONSIDER CORRECTION – CORRECTING RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider adoption of a resolution correcting Water Assessment Roll 1081A - Sunnybrook Road as it relates to lot 7.  The assessment should be amended because the property has been subdivided and conveyed to new property owners and part of the subdivision was annexed effective June 30, 1996.  The Mayor opened the hearing, no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of the correcting resolution as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 843.

SEWER EASEMENT SALE – 1400 AND 1420 MECHANICAL BOULEVARD – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the sale of a sanitary sewer easement at 1400 and 1420 Mechanical Boulevard, Garner, NC.  Council members received a map and information in their agenda packet.  The Mayor opened the hearing, no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.
Mr. Isley moved adoption of a resolution authorizing the sale as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson in a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 844.  

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

INTERFAITH FOOD SHUTTLE – APPROPRIATION APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends appropriating $25,000 from City Council Contingency to help fund the Interfaith Food Shuttle for the remainder of the fiscal year provided the County agrees to the $125,000 appropriation being requested by Interfaith Food Shuttle.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West.  Mayor Meeker explained discussions that took place in the committee and the reasons which made this request to be necessary.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 982 TF 41.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

MOBILE BUSINESSES IN VEHICLES ON VACANT LOTS – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA

Chairperson Crowder reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends the item relating to mobile businesses and vehicles on vacant lots be reported out of committee with no action taken.  Mayor Meeker stated without objection the item would be removed from the agenda.

GH-11-05 – BLOOMSBURY ESTATES CONDOMINIUMS – APPROVED – FUNDS FOR ARCHEOLOGICAL STUDY – APPROVED

Chairperson Crowder reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends upholding the Planning Commission's recommendation for approval of GH-11-05 with conditions as outlined in CR #10936 and with the additional condition that the brick and wrought iron metal fence shown in the architectural rendering or a fence substantially similar in design will wrap the site from the easternmost entrance on Hargett Street past the gazebo on Boylan Avenue with entrances as shown.
Mr. Crowder commended the petitioner for being agreeable to the request to look at some type investigative archeological dig.  The petitioner is willing to help in that area and he noticed the concrete has already been removed from the area.  He stated the Planning Department was going to look at what the cost might be for this study and they feel it will now probably be below $5,000.
Claudia Brown, Joel Lane House, expressed appreciation to the developer for his willingness to allow and assist with this archeological investigation.  The applicant met with the architect earlier this a.m. and the concrete has been removed and with that having occurred, the cost of doing the archaeological survey would be $7,500 and would take approximately 5 days and the applicant is agreeing for that delay.  She stated however, the equipment that would be needed will cost approximately $110 per hour and may be City equipment could be used.

John Bruckel, 2413 Anderson Drive, stated he has no objection to the archaeological surveys taking place.  He understands what they want to do but does not understand all of the legal ramifications.  He stated he has no problem with the work occurring and would be happy for any artifacts that may be found to be taken off of site but he does not want this to delay his project.  Mr. Crowder stated with those comments he would move that the committee’s recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson.

Mayor Meeker questioned who would be paying for the archaeological investigation with Mr. Crowder asking to amend his motion to provide the funds out of Council’s contingency.  He stated if we could get the County to participate in the cost that would be good.  Mr. Isley questioned if we had any type policy in place.  The motion was amended to indicate that the Council would fund up to $7,500 plus equipment or up to $10,000 to pay for the archaeological investigation.  The amended motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson.  Whether city equipment should be utilized was discussed briefly with all indicating they did not think that was a good idea.
Mr. Isley stated he would also add to the motion that the archaeological survey will be completed no later than May 1 and the motion with amendments was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 982 TF 41.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION – TRIANGLE SEAMLESS PROJECT – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Chairperson Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee received a report which contained an overview on the Triangle Seamless Public Transportation Service Project.  This was provided in the Council packet for the March 7 agenda.  The Committee recommends that the item be removed from the agenda and that staff keep the Council abreast of where we are and progress being made.

Mayor Meeker stated from time to time the various mayors get reports and he will be happy to circulate them to all involved.  Without comment, the Committee’s recommendation was upheld.

RECYCLING – ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE AN EXECUTE CONTRACT WITH PAPER STOCK DEALERS, INCORPORATED; REPORT TO BE PROVIDED IN ONE YEAR
Chairperson Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends upholding Administration’s recommendation to authorize the City Manager to negotiate and execute a contract with Paper Stock Dealers, Inc. for a period of five years with an option for two one year extensions.  The Committee also recommends that Council be provided a progress report on increased tonnage, changing tipping fees, etc., one year from commencement of the contract.  On behalf of the Committee, Ms. Taliaferro moved the recommendation be upheld.  She explained once this contract is approved we will be accepting all kinds of paper, plastic, paperboard, etc. pointing out this is a huge step forward for the City of Raleigh and its recycling program.  The motion as stated was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

SOLID WASTE PROGRAM – CURBSIDE PICKUP – VARIOUS CHANGES MADE; GENERAL ITEM TO REMAIN IN THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

Chairperson Taliaferro reported by split vote the Public Works Committee recommends that the Solid Waste Collection Ordinance be amended by changing the time frame for placing carts, bins, recycling containers and yard waste at the curb to Noon the day before collection day and that no change be made for removal of the carts, etc., which presently requires removal by sundown the day after collection day.  Ms. Taliaferro reported that the Attorneys had recommended that “sundown” be changed to a specific time for clarity therefore she would move approval of the committee’s recommendation with the understanding the time for return of containers from the street would be 7:00 p.m. the day after collection day.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Craven.

Mr. Stephenson pointed out he agrees with the logic of moving the time the carts can be at the street as he understands people not wanting to get out during the evening hours.  He stated however with this proposal someone’s solid waste cart can remain at the curb some 2 ½ days and it seems like we are going in the wrong direction.  He questioned the possibility of sliding the removal time to noon, the day after collection and people would still have 48 hours.  Ms. Taliaferro talked about the logic for allowing the full day after collection day to get the cart removed from the street as many people travel, etc., and this helps accommodate different life styles.  She stated in addition we had a big public campaign as to when the carts had to be removed from the streets.  She stated there is a myth that before we changed the system everybody had back door pickup and that is not really true.  Only the subdivisions inside the beltline had true back door pickup.  Many of those subdivisions outside the beltline, particularly in North Raleigh have never had back door pickup and even if they did most of the people took their trash containers to the street anyway.
Mr. Crowder pointed out he has correspondence and letters relative to the 2 ½ day period that the proposal on the table would allow.  It is the longest time of any city in North Carolina.  Most of the cities only allow the carts to be taken to the curb the morning of pickup and removed from the curb the night of pickup.  He stated with this proposal people who have Wednesday services could end up leaving their carts at the street until Monday.
In response to questioning, Solid Waste Services Director Latta pointed out no city in North Carolina allows the carts to be at the curb for 48 hours.  He talked about Charlotte’s requirement and fines.
Mr. Crowder made a substitute motion that the time for placing the solid waste containers at the street be changed to noon the day before collection and that the carts have to be removed from the street by 8:00 a.m. the day after collection.  His substitute motion did not receive a second.

Mr. Stephenson made a substitute motion that the ordinance be amended by changing the time frame for placing the carts at the street to noon the day before collection and that the carts have to be removed by noon the day after the collection.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker.  
Ms. Kekas stated she understands Mr. Crowder and Mr. Stephenson’s concerns.  She pointed out may be we could change our pickup days in the areas of the City where we have the most problems.  The problems with changing the pickup routes was talked about briefly.  Mr. Stephenson’s substitute motion to allow the carts to be placed at the curb by noon the day before collection and removed by noon the day after collection was put to a vote with Mr. Stephenson, Mr. Crowder and Mayor Meeker voting in the affirmative and the remainder of the Council voting in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the substitute motion defeated on a 3-5 vote.  
Ms. Taliaferro’s motion to amend the ordinance to allow the carts, bins, recycling containers, etc., placed at the curb as early as noon the day before collection and removal by 7:00 p.m. the day after collection was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Stephenson and Mr. Crowder who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-2 vote.  See Ordinance 988.

Ms. Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends that the first violation of any portion of the ordinance being official warning with the warning notice to clearly outline that if a second offense occurs there will be a $50 fine.  On behalf of the committee, she moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Craven and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 988.

Chairperson Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends that the code be clarified as it relates to the definition of “inconspicuous” to mean “as viewed from the street facing the front door of a house.”  On behalf of the Committee, Ms. Taliaferro moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson.  Mr. Craven questioned the clarification pointing out we have made exceptions in the case of town homes but in single family homes he does not feel that the carts should be allowed in the front yard.  Mr. West pointed out it seems like there is a lot of interpretation.  The motion as stated was pout to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 988.
Chairperson Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends that no action be taken as it relates to changing the current method of recycling telephone books.  Mayor Meeker stated without objection the Committee’s recommendation would be upheld.

Ms. Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee is holding the curbside solid waste item on its agenda as a standard item to address concerns that may arise.  The comment was received and the item will remain in Committee.

REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

USO – RDU AIRPORT – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Isley pointed out he had the opportunity along with a scout troop to visit the USO at RDU Airport recently.  He stated it is a very impressive facility, has tons of videos, tvs, recliner chairs, etc.  He stated it was a very solemn event to see members of our various military units coming through the facility.  They are doing a great job for the troops and he would encourage any City Council member to visit the facility.
COMMUNITY SERVICES – LATINO COMMUNITY – REFERRED TO THE BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Mr. Crowder pointed out he was recently at a Fairview Acres Town Hall meeting and talked about the events that took place at that meeting.  He stated he would like to refer to the Budget & Economic Development Committee an issue relating to providing broader community services in the Latino community and how the City could better interface with the Latino community.  Without discussion the item was referred to the Budget and Economic Development Committee.

SOUTHWEST PLAN UPDATE – IDENTIFICATION OF REDEVELOPMENT AREAS – REFERRED TO THE BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Mr. Crowder pointed out he would like to refer to the Budget and Economic Development Committee an issue relative to identifying redevelopment areas as a part of the Southwest Plan update.  Without discussion the item was referred to the Budget and Economic Development Committee.

PEACH ROAD – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. West talked about a recent tour he participated in relating to Peach Road Park and a meeting in which they looked at issues as to how to be more effective in communicating with the City particularly the Police Department.  He pointed out he sees meeting such as that having great potential.  The item was received.

RALEIGH CITY MUSEUM – REQUEST FOR FUNDING – REFERRED TO BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Mayor Meeker circulated a letter he had received from the Raleigh City Museum requesting additional funding.  He stated without objection he would refer the request to the Budget and Economic Development Committee.

HANDICAPPED PARKING – REPORT OF MAYOR’S COMMITTEE FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES – TO BE PLACED ON APRIL 4 AGENDA

Mayor Meeker circulated a letter he had received from the Mayor’s Committee for Persons with Disabilities relative to the issue of accessible parking in the City of Raleigh.  He asked that the item be placed on the April 4 agenda as a special item for further consideration.
SOLID WASTE COLLECTION – RALEIGH ENGRAVING ON WEST STREET – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Ms. Taliaferro asked that the Solid Waste Services Director, City Manager or Assistant City Manager Howe contact Ed Brandle, Raleigh engraving on West Street, relative to concerns or problems he has relating to having room for a dumpster for solid waste collection.  She asked that Administration work with Mr. Brandle to help resolve the problem.

PARKING – FOX RUN – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Ms. Taliaferro pointed out there is a very serious problem in District B relative to patrons parking in the neighborhood, noise, etc., as it relates to Fox Run.  She asked about the possibility of establishing no parking in that neighborhood pointing out it is adjacent to Millbrook High School and there are problems associated with patrons from the nightclub.  Without discussion the item was referred to Administration.

POLICE – CLAMP DOWN OFFICER – INFORMATION REQUESTED

Ms. Taliaferro pointed out at a recent meeting in which the PROP was being discussed she heard about a police clamp down officer in District 26.  She asked about the merits of having a police clamp down officer in each district particularly Districts 22 and 23.  She asked that Administration be provided a report on that possibility.

TREE CANOPY – BLUE RIDGE/GLEN EDEN – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Stephenson talked about an ongoing development at the corner of Blue Ridge and Glen Eden Drive and the desire to preserve the mature tree canopy.  He talked about the City’s efforts in preserving tree canopies and asked about the possibility of looking at our transportation plan particularly as it relates to Blue Ridge Road to see what we could do to modify the plan to allow for the mature tree canopy to remain.  

Planning Director Silver pointed out there are transportation issues involved and talked about the classification of the street, work between the city Planning and Transportation Departments and the developers.  Mr. Stephenson suggested taking that discussion and broaden it to other areas of the City and look at it in the Comprehensive Planning Committee.  He talked about street standards that are set independently of development, the need for low impact development and come up with better ways to preserve tree canopies along streets.  Discussion followed with Mr. West talking about the purpose of Council Committees and the need for determine what committees are doing.  He questioned if Council committees were set up to address specific issues or if they were to get into developing policy, etc.  Mayor Meeker pointed out the Committee serve at the pleasure of City Council and individual specific items or general issues could be discussed.  Mayor Meeker stated in this situation he thought Mr. Stephenson was requesting that the Committee look at a development occurring along Blue Ridge/Glen Eden with discussion following on whether Mr. Stephenson was looking at the possibility of developing a model.  Public Works Director Dawson explained the issue and pointed out it is not a situation of where one size fits all.  He told of work that the City does with developers and the specific development being referred to by Mr. Stephenson.  He explained discussions that have been taken place with Mayor Meeker suggesting that the item stay with administration to work out the details.
APPOINTMENTS

APPOINTMENTS – VARIOUS ACTION TAKEN

The City Clerk read the following results of the ballot vote.

Appearance Commission – One Vacancy – Ms. Taliaferro nominated Jeff Snell.

Board of Adjustment – One Vacancy – Greg Doucette – 6 (Isley, Meeker, Kekas, Craven, Taliaferro, West)

Civil Service Commission – One Vacancy – At Large.  The City Clerk reported this vacancy is created by the expiration of the term of Sheryl Grissom.  When the vacancy was announced, the Clerk had not heard from Ms. Grissom as to whether she wished to be considered for reappointment.  Ms. Grissom has now said she would like to be considered for reappointment.  Ms. Taliaferro nominated Ms. Grissom.
Mordecai Historic Park Advisory Commission – Nine Vacancies.  The City Clerk reported this is a new committee and a number of people had indicated they wish to be considered for appointment.  At a previous meeting the City Council asked that the people be contacted and asked to submit a resume’.  The City Clerk reported that has been done but she has not received resumes as yet.

Telecommunications Commission – One Vacancy.  Mayor Meeker nominated Sonny Mountcastle.  
The reappointment of Gregg Doucette to the Board of Adjustment was announced.  The other items will be carried over to the next meeting.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK
MINUTES – MARCH 7, 2006 – APPROVED AS PRESENTED

Council members received in their agenda packet a copy of the Minutes of the March 7, 2006 Council Meeting.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the minutes as submitted.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
COUNCIL MEMBER ISLEY – EXCUSED FROM THE EVENING MEETING

Mayor Meeker indicated Mr. Isley has asked to be excused from the evening portion of the meeting.  Without objection, Mr. Isley was excused.

CLOSED SESSION – HELD

Mayor Meeker stated a motion is in order to enter closed session pursuant to NCGS 143-318.11(a)(4) for the purpose of considering the location or relocation of certain businesses or events to Raleigh and any incentives that might be involved in the relocation and pursuant to NCGS 143-318.11(a)(6) to conduct the annual performance review of the City Manager.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the motion as read.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  The Council went into closed session at 3:40 p.m.

The Council reconvened an open session at 5:10 p.m. with Mayor Meeker announcing the Council provided staff with guidance on business incentives and started the evaluation of the City Manager which will be continued at the April 4, 2006 Council Meeting.

Adjournment.  Mayor Meeker announced the meeting adjourned at 5:11 p.m., pointing out the Council will reconvene in a joint meeting with the Planning Commission at 6:30 p.m.  Minutes of that section of the meeting will be covered in a separate set.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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