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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session on Tuesday, May 16, 2006 at 1:00 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 West Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present:



Mayor Meeker


Mr. West



Ms. Craven


Mr. Crowder


Mr. Isley


Ms. Kekas


Mr. Stephenson


Ms. Taliaferro
Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Reverend Jeff Brantley of Harvest Church.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by four students from AB Combs Elementary School.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS
PROCLAMATION – A. B. COMBS LEADERSHIP MAGNET SCHOOL - PROCLAIMED
Mayor Meeker and Council Member Crowder pointed out A. B. Combs has been recognized with many awards recently.  Mayor Meeker explained they were chosen the top magnet school in the country, and have been recognized as a National School of Character which was one of 10 in the country and have received many other accolades.  He read a proclamation proclaiming May 16, 2006 as A. B. Combs Leadership School Day in the City of Raleigh.  The proclamation was accepted by Cristina Katsuse, Aleia Woodard, Mary Margaret Brooks and Abraham Ortega of A. B. Combs School.  Ms. Katsuse stated on behalf of the students, staff and parents at A. B. Combs she would proudly accept the proclamation and expressed appreciation to the Mayor and City Council for the wonderful leadership they provide for the community.
NORTH CAROLINA PUBLIC TRANSIT ROADEO – CAPITAL AREA TRANSIT DRIVERS RECOGNIZED
Mayor Meeker recognized David Eatmon, Transit Administrator for the City of Raleigh.  Mr. Eatmon the 2006 North Carolina Public Transit Roadeo was held on April 30.  The Capital Area Transit had 6 drivers compete and they received four awards, the most of any transit system in the state.  Mr. Eatmon explained how the roadeo was conducted, areas which were considered and recognized the following:  Raymond Rogers – Third place in the 35 foot bus; Ron Perry – Second place in the 20 foot cutaway; Bruce Holloway – First place in the 30 foot cutaway.  He pointed out Capital Area Transit received the System Trophy.  Mr. Eatmon also recognized Julie Warran, Roy Pulley and Angelique Pulley who also won awards.  Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to those receiving the awards and to all of the Capital Area Transit drivers who provide service everyday in the City of Raleigh.
ARTSPLOSURE – 2006 - ANNOUNCED
Mayor Meeker recognized Greg Hatem, Honorary Chairperson of the 2006 Artsplosure.  Mr. Hatem expressed appreciation to the Mayor and City Council for all of the support from the City of Raleigh and all the City is doing in the downtown area.  He stated some of the most exciting work is related to the arts and talked about First Night, the Artswalk, Artsplosure, etc.  He explained they are expecting some 75,000 people at Artsplosure in the Moore Square City Market area.  He again expressed appreciation to the City of Raleigh for its continued support.
Terri Dollar told of the upcoming event, entertainment, etc. pointing out we have some awesome music and visual arts scheduled.  She stated it is a great time for the City coming together, pointing out they utilize some 300 to 400 volunteers.  She expressed appreciation for all of the support from everyone pointing out they are hoping for a great event.
Michael Lowder, Executive Director of Artsplosure presented the Mayor with a framed addition of the 27th Artsplosure showing the theme “Grab a Slice of Art”.  Mr. Lowder pointed out there are some 35 corporate sponsors and 23 media sponsors and recognized various supporters.
PROCLAMATION – NATIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK - PROCLAIMED

Mayor Meeker recognized Carl Dawson, Elwood Davis, Joy Sumner, Eric Lamb, Danny Bowden, Mike Kennon, Larry Anderson and Travis Brown.  Mayor Meeker read a proclamation proclaiming May 21 through 27 as National Public Works Week in the City of Raleigh.  He expressed appreciation to all of the employees for their find work.  In accepting the proclamation, Public Works Director Dawson pointed out the Public Works Department has 11 different divisions.  He stated they are honored to be in a community like Raleigh where so much is going on and there is so much to work with.
MAYOR’S COMMENTS - RECEIVED
Mayor Meeker called attention to the beautiful yards, streets, and sidewalks in the City of Raleigh pointing out it seems to be one of the prettiest springs we have ever had.  He called on everyone to take a chance and spend some time enjoying the beauty of the outdoors in our area.
Mayor Meeker talked about the Carolina Hurricanes victory and their march toward the Stanley Cup.  He stated everyone is very proud of their success and explained he is trying to put something together with the Mayor of Buffalo as it relates to a bet on the next round.  He stated everyone is looking forward to a successful next round.

CONSENT AGENDA
CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED
Mayor Meeker presented the Consent Agenda pointing out all items are considered to be routine and maybe enacted by one motion.  If a Councilor requests discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  He explained the vote on the Consent Agenda would be a roll call vote.  Mayor Meeker stated he had received a request from Mr. Crowder to withdraw the memorandum of agreement relating to NCSU track improvements and a request from Ms. Taliaferro to withdraw the traffic item relating to Overbrook Drive at Anderson Drive.  Without objection those two items were withdrawn from the Consent Agenda.  Ms. Taliaferro moved Administration recommendation on the remaining items on the Consent Agenda be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  The items on the Consent Agenda were as follows.
PUBLIC UTILITIES - AUTOMATIC METER READING PROPOSAL – ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE CONTRACT WITH NEPTUNE TECHNOLOGY
A Request for Proposal seeking providers for the purchase of the meters and equipment needed for the first year of a six-year project for the replacement/retrofit of the meters to enable Raleigh to read meters by radio was solicited.  The contract once negotiated will have a three-year renewal option.  Two proposals were received.  These were from Hersey-Meters and Neptune Technology.  After a review of the proposals, Neptune Technology is the preferred vendor.  Funding for the recommended system is available in this year’s Public Utilities budget.

Recommendation:  Accept the proposal by Neptune Technology and authorize staff to negotiate a contract with Neptune Technology.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.
PERSONNEL - PART-TIME SALARIES – INCREASED APPROVED
In June 1990, City Council directed Administration to prepare a biennial study of hourly pay rates for part-time positions.  Every two years these recommendations are forwarded to the Personnel Department for review.

The Parks and Recreation Department and Personnel Department have completed a biennial review of hourly pay rates for temporary part-time positions for fiscal year 2007.  The estimated budget impact for FY 2007 is $96,000.  Adequate funds are included in the proposed FY 2007 budget to cover these pay-rate adjustments.  The part-time pay rates are recommended to become effective in July 2006.  Backup material was in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve the recommended temporary part-time salary rates based on the biennial review results.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.
WALNUT CREEK AMPHITHEATRE ALLTEL PAVILION COMMUNITY GROUP/CAPITAL AREA SPORTS FOUNDATION - APPROVED
This is a request for use of the Alltel Pavilion/Walnut Creek Amphitheatre during one of the fourteen (14) community days per year granted by contract to the City of Raleigh.  In the past, community groups and organizations have used these days for purposes of neighborhood festivals, community celebrations and drug, health or educational events.  This is the only request we have received for this year.  Capital Area Sports Foundation has requested the use of the Alltel Pavilion for Saturday, August 26, 2006 as a community use rental to hold a scholarship fundraising music festival.  Capital Area Sports Foundation has received approval from the Alltel Pavilion administration to use the facility on August 26 and submitted the necessary paperwork as well as an application check for $500.  They have also agreed to pay facility usage fees for rental, personnel, production, parking and cleaning.

Recommendation:  Approve request.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.
AMELIA PARK, LLC – JOINT VENTURE SEWER EXTENSION - APPROVED
A request has been received from Kem Ard, a manager for Amelia Park, LLC, to enter into a Joint Venture Agreement with the City to extend approximately 1,650 linear feet of 12-inch and 8-inch sewer main from the existing sewer main south of Tryon Road at US 401 South and off of Peach Road to property just north of Tryon Road at US 401 South.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to enter into a Joint Venture Agreement with Amelia Park, LLC, for the sewer extension.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.
MUNICIPAL AGREEMENT - RAILROAD CROSSING SIGNALIZATION AT CABARRUS STREET - APPROVED
The North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) has developed an agreement to install automatic warning devices at the railroad crossing on Cabarrus Street.  The estimated installation cost for the equipment is $122,900.  The City would be responsible for 10% of the installation ($12,290) and the annual maintenance cost of $1,620.  Funding is available in account 525-8048-79290-975.

A copy of the agreement was in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve execution of the agreement by the City Manager.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 901.
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT – TEN YEAR COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE – APPROVED – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
The State of North Carolina required local governments to submit a Ten Year Comprehensive Solid Waste Management Plan to the State on June 30, 1997 and to update their plans every three years.  Pursuant to State requirements, Wake County’s Solid Waste Management Plan was prepared and adopted in 1997 and updated in 2000 and 2003.  This Plan was prepared to meet State requirements for the 2006 Plan update and encompasses all Wake County jurisdictions.  The Plan presents a progressive vision for managing solid waste in Wake County that emphasizes waste diversion and recycling, assesses existing programs and presents goals and intended actions for achieving this vision over the next ten years (July 1, 2006 to July 1, 2016).

Recommendation:  Approve the Ten Year Plan Update.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 902.
SURPLUS PROPERTY - 110 SOUTH EAST STREET/ALL SAINTS CHAPEL – SALE SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS; PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZED
At the March 1, 2005 meeting, Council voted to approve the public sale of 110 South East Street as the destination site for relocation of the Raleigh Historic Landmark All Saints Chapel (designated by City Council Ordinance 206 (9-04-79)). Following the upset bid process, All Saints Preservation Foundation was the successful bidder. The foundation was unable to raise necessary funds to complete the acquisition.  All Saints Chapel is due to be demolished within the next thirty (30) days unless relocated, due to demolition of buildings and subsequent construction to occur on the Church of the Good Shepherd’s property. Developer Greg Hatem with Amalgamated Empire Properties, LLC has offered to acquire the City’s property at 110 South East Street in order to relocate the Chapel under similar terms as those offered to the All Saints Preservation Foundation, subject to public advertisement and the upset bid process.

Recommendation:  Accept the bid of $72,850 from Empire Properties to be subjected to public advertisement and the upset bid process per GS 160A-269 with the following conditions:

a. The proposed project will be developed consistent with the October 28, 2004 OBS Landscape Architect site plan (SP-108-04), or an option acceptable to the City.

b. The City will have the option to repurchase the approximately 12’ wide by 120’ long strip of property located directly south of the parcel at 109 South Bloodworth Street in the event that the City needs the property for future redevelopment.  The repurchase price will be the tax value of the unimproved property at the time of repurchase.

c. Compliance with required HUD notifications and requirements.

d. The land sale will include an ownership reversion clause in the event the relocation project is not substantially completed within 18 months from the time of land sale.

e. The property will be sold “as is”.

f. The buyer must secure all the necessary City development approvals before the land sale closing.

Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.
ANNEXATION PETITIONS – VARIOUS – REFERRED TO CITY CLERK TO CHECK SUFFICIENCY AND SCHEDULE HEARINGS AS APPROPRIATE
The agenda presented the following petitions for annexation. 
	Area Name Contiguous
	Petitioner
	Acres
	Proposed Use

	Kingdom Way Office Building
	S. Wesley Carroll, Kingdom Way Partner, LLC
	3.19
	Commercial

	Page Road Assemblage
	Toll NC, LP and Multiple property owners
	86.00
	Residential

	5725 Poole Road/Stanley Property
	Norman and Evelyn Stanley
	.46
	Residential

	Shoppes of Greenway
	Robert M. Temple, Kahn Development Company
	10.65
	Residential


	Satellite Petitions
	
	
	

	Shops at Battle Bridge
	Fred A. Williams, Evergreen-Battle Bridge, LLC
	24.57
	Commercial

	Sumerlyn Subdivision (expansion of)
	George M. Rose and William Hardin, III
	1.03
	Residential


Recommendation:
a. That these annexation petitions be acknowledged and that Council request the City Clerk to check their sufficiency pursuant to State statutes, and except as noted below, and if found sufficient advertise for public hearings on Tuesday, June 20, 2006.
b. That the above Page Road Assemblage annexation petition be acknowledged and that the Council request the City Clerk to check its sufficiency pursuant to State statutes and if found sufficient advertise for public hearing on Tuesday, August 8, 2006.  Council should also authorize staff to accept a corresponding zoning petition for this site and authorize public hearing on the rezoning and any amendments to the Comprehensive Plan for Tuesday, September 19, 2006.  A portion of this Page Road Assemblage site is located outside Raleigh’s ETJ in Durham County within our annexation agreement boundary with Durham County.  The appropriate agency should be notified of this request in accordance with our annexation agreement with the City of Durham.
c. Additional comments:  Toll NC, LP is in the process of acquiring ownership of the properties within the Page Road Assemblage site.  The property owners will remain on their property until approximately 3 months after the sale of their property is complete.  There is no municipal water service and consequently no fire hydrant availability.  A contract between Raleigh and rural fire service departments in this area is necessary until fire service can be fully provided.
Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.
STREET CLOSINGS – TEMPORARY - VARIOUS EVENTS ON VARIOUS DAYS – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY
The agenda presented the following requests for temporary street closings for events as outlined.
500 Block of West Johnson Street

Liz Wallace, representing Rocky Top Hospitality and WRAL, requests street closures on the following Thursdays, May 18, 2006, June 1, 2006, June 15, 2006, June 29, 2006, July 13, 2006, August 10, 2006, August 24, 2006, September 7, 2006, September 21, 2006 and October 5, 2006 from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. for Live After Five Celebrations.

She also requests waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.

00 Block of Jones Street

Marjorie Terry, representing the North Carolina Museum of Natural Sciences, requests a street closure on Thursday, May 18, 2006 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. for a dedication ceremony.

00 Block of Davie Street

Andrew Shene, representing Capital Bank, requests a street closure on Thursday, May 18, 2006 from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. for a grand opening ceremony.

He also requests waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.
1400 Block of Cross Street between Heath Street and Carver Street

Octavia Rainey, representing Lincoln Park Holiness Church, requests a street closure on Saturday, May 20, 2006 from 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. for a festival and community outreach.
900 Block of North Boylan Avenue

Jan Johnston, representing her neighborhood, requests a street closure on Saturday, May 20, 2006 from 12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. for a neighborhood celebration.

She would like to request a rain date of Sunday, May 21, 2006 from 12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

She also requests waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.
2700 Block of Webb Street

Susan Ingram, representing her neighborhood, requests a street closure on Sunday, May 21, 2006 from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. for a neighborhood celebration.
Various Streets

Erin Brown, representing the North Carolina Association of Community Development, requests a street closure on Tuesday, May 23, 2006 from 9:15 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. for a parade.

2400 Block of Goodrich Drive

Jennifer Andrews, representing her neighborhood, requests a street closure on Saturday, May 27, 2006 from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. for a neighborhood party.

00 Block of Edenton Street

Jack Patrarca, representing the Marine Corp League, requests a street closure on Monday, May 29, 2006 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. for a Memorial Day Ceremony.

Torch Run - Various Streets

Tommy Newman, representing the NC Special Olympics, requests to utilize some traffic lanes from Thursday, June 1, 2006 at various times to Friday, June 2, 2006 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:l5 p.m.

1800 Block of Wills Avenue between Duncan Street and West Whitaker Mill Road

John Cassidy, representing his neighborhood, requests a street closure on Sunday, June 4, 2006 from 2:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. for a neighborhood celebration.

Parking Space Encumbrance

Grace Sampson, representing the North Carolina Bankers Association, requests to encumber parking spaces (loading zone) on the north side of the 300 block of Hillsborough Street in front of Second Empire and the metered spaces on the east side of the 00 block of Harrington Street from Hillsborough Street to Edenton Street on Wednesday, June 7, 2006 from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. for an event honoring military personnel.

5900 Block of Big Sandy Drive

Anna Farrell, representing her neighborhood, requests a street closure on Tuesday, July 4, 2006 from 1:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. for a neighborhood block party.

Recommendation:  Approval of the requests subject to conditions noted on reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.
EASEMENT – 0 HONEYCUTT ROAD/BELLSOUTH - APPROVED
A request has been received from The Wessex Company, working for BellSouth for an easement from the City of Raleigh for the purpose of installing new facilities on the Honeycutt Road Park site.  A report is in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve the easement request.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.
GARNER NC 50 PUMP STATION/FORCE MAIN PROJECT CONSTRUCTION ADMINISTRATION AND INSPECTION – CONTRACT AWARDED TO KIMLEY-HORN AND ASSOCIATES
A contract of $437,400 has been negotiated with Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc., for the Garner NC 50 Pump Station and Force Main Project Construction Administration and Inspection Project.

Recommendation:  Approve the contract with Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc., for the Garner NC 50 Pump Station and Force Main Project Construction Administration and Inspection Project and the budgetary transfer.

Transferred From:

310-5290-72001-622
Reserve-Capital Projects
$212,400.00

348-9401-79001-943
WF Booster Pump Sta/Elevated Tank
  225,000.00


$437,400.00

Transferred To:

348-9167-79201-941
Garner NC 50 PS/FM Rehabilitation
$437,400.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 21TF45.
DEMPSEY E. BENTON WATER TREATMENT PLANT TRANSMISSION MAIN PROJECT – BID AWARDED TO ARCADIS G & M
A contract of $419,000 has been negotiated with Arcadis G & M of North Carolina, Inc., for the Dempsey E. Benton Water Treatment Plant Water Transmission Main Project.

Recommendation:  Approve the contract with Arcadis G & M of North Carolina, Inc., for the Dempsey E. Benton Water Treatment Plant Water Transmission Main Project.  (Budgetary transfer to be handled administratively.)

Transferred From:

348-9367-79001-975
DEBWTP Water Transmission
$419,000.00

Transferred To:

348-9367-79201-975
DEBWTP Water Transmission
$419,000.00
Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.
LEESVILLE ROAD PARK MASTER PLAN – ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE CONTRACT WITH OBS LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS
A Request for Qualifications (RFQ) was publicly advertised for the Leesville Road Master Plan and submittals from six (6) firms were received.  Parks and Recreation staff worked jointly with Wake County Facilities, Design and Construction staff to narrow the list of RFQ(s) to three for interviews.  The firms interviewed were OBS Landscape Architects, Lappas + Havener, and HadenStanziale.  OBS Landscape Architects are the most qualified firm interviewed to carry out the Leesville Road Master Plan process.

Recommendation:  Authorize staff to negotiate a contract with OBS Landscape Architects for the Leesville Road Park Master.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.
E.M. JOHNSON WATER TREATMENT PLANT 50 MGD FINISHED WATER PUMP DESIGN AND INSTALLATION PROJECT - AMENDMENT #5/HAZEN AND SAWYER - APPROVED
The City currently has an agreement with Hazen and Sawyer for the E.M. Johnson Water Treatment Plant 50 MGD Finished Water Pump Design and Installation Project.  Amendment #5 in the amount of $100,000 is for engineering services for the replacement of an existing 25 MGD Raw Water Pump with a 40 MGD Pump in order to meet future demands and for installation of a new 5kV Motor Control Center at the Raw Water Pump Station.

Recommendation:  Approve Amendment #5 and the budgetary transfer.

Transferred From:

348-9158-79001-975
EM Johnson Spill Containment Impvts
$100,000.00

Transferred To:

348-9284-79201-975
EMJWTP 50 MGD Pump Install
$100,000.00
Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 21 TF 45.
PLANNING DEPARTMENT RECLASSIFICATION - APPROVED
The Planning Department requests that the current Administrative Assistant position, (31) be reclassified to Staff Assistant (34), due to more complex and additional responsibilities required in assisting the Director and staff.  Funds to support this reclassification are available for the remainder of the fiscal year.

Recommendation:  Approve reclassification.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.
PERSONNEL – POLICE DEPARTMENT – RECLASSIFICATION - APPROVED

The Police Department requests to upgrade a vacant Senior Police Records Specialist position (pay grade 25) to a Computer Forensic Analyst position (pay grade 33).  Should the position be filled prior to June 30, lapse salaries will be used to fund the upgrade.  The position would be classified as non-exempt in pay grade 33 ($33,490-60,594).

The Police Department finds that computers are providing more and more evidence in investigations of criminal cases, including homicides, child pornography and fraud and identity theft.  In 2005, the Cyber Crimes Unit had requests for forensic examination of approximately 15 computers; the requests in 2006 thus far are increasing in both number and complexity.  Computer forensic examinations take weeks to complete and the written reports are very complex and detailed.
The Department is currently using sworn staff with specialized training to conduct forensic computer investigations.  Hiring a civilian in this position will provide better use of police resources, allowing sworn personnel to be used for duties in the field such as seizure of computers and field work relating to evidence found on the computers.  It will further benefit the Department to hire an employee with experience and expertise in computer investigations or a similar background.

Recommendation:  Approve reclassification.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.
STREET CLOSING – 4-06 – RURITANIA STREET – RESOLUTION OF INTENT SETTING HEARING ADOPTED
Mack Paul, Esq. of Helms Mulliss & Wicker, PLLC, is petitioning to close a portion of the cul-de-sac on the northeastern and southwestern sides of Ruritania Street.

Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution authorizing a public hearing on Tuesday, June 20, 2006.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 903.
STREET CLOSING -5-06 – SIX KNIVES ROAD – RESOLUTION OF INTENT SETTING PUBLIC HEARING ADOPTED
Bob Zumwalt, RLA of The John R. McAdams Company, Inc. is petitioning to close all of the cul-de-sac south of Ramblewood Drive.

Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution authorizing a public hearing on Tuesday, June 20, 2006.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 904.
STREET CLOSING 6-06 – SIX SPOONS ROAD – RESOLUTION OF INTENT SETTING HEARING ADOPTED
Bob Zumwalt, RLA of The John R. McAdams Company, Inc. is petitioning to close all of the cul-de-sac south of Ramblewood Drive.

Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution authorizing a public hearing on Tuesday, June 20, 2006.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 905.
SUBDIVISION S-22-05 – NORTHRIDGE TRACE ENCROACHMENT AGREEMENT - APPROVED
The Northridge Trace Subdivision was approved with a condition that the applicant must submit an encroachment agreement to grade in the greenway easement and provide the rough grades for the future trail to the City Council for approval prior to receiving building permits.  The Parks and Recreation Department has reviewed the plans and recommends the approval of the agreement.  The City Attorney’s office has reviewed the encroachment agreement and recommends approval.

Recommendation:  Approve the encroachment agreement for Northridge Trace to grade the greenway trail.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.
BUDGET AMENDMENTS – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
The agenda presented the following recommended budget amendments:
Community Development - $198,000 – for appropriation of HOME Program Income to provide additional funding enabling the continuation of HOME eligible rehabilitation projects.  Funds currently available are being depleted due to excess demands being made on the program.
Parks and Recreation - $20,000 - to increase revenues and expenditures to accommodate greater interest and participation in recreation programs and special events conducted at Optimist Park Community Center.
Public Utilities - $100,720 – to provide funds for the Beaverdam Creek Basin Study and Sanitary Sewer Extension within the Knightdale service area from the Knightdale reserve.
Small Business Success Program - $42,000 – appropriate funding from the loan loss reserve necessary to pay outstanding balance on a loan extended by Wells Fargo Bank.
The agenda outlined the revenue and expenditure accounts involved in the various budget amendments.
Recommendation:  Approval of the budget amendments as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 21TF45.

REIMBURSEMENT CONTRACTS – VARIOUS - APPROVED
The agenda presented the following major water and sewer reimbursement contract:
Water Area 90 Contract 47



Water Area Contract 5
Satterwhite Construction Company


NRP Contractors, LLP
Mulberry Park





Construction of sewer mains 12 inch or over
Construction of 12 inch and larger water mains
Total Reimbursement $75,468.00
Total Reimbursement $76,523.00

Recommendation:  Approve contracts.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.
CONDEMNATION – EDWARDS MILL ROAD EXTENSION PROJECT/YORKE – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
Title issues pertaining to this property may require that the right of way and permanent drainage easement be acquired though the condemnation process.  In order to ensure clear title, staff recommends that authorization be granted for condemnation of the necessary right of way and drainage easements needed from this parcel.

Project Name:
Edwards Mill Road Extension Project

Name:


Thomas J. Yorke

Location:

1000 Garnet Ridge Way

Recommendation:  Approve condemnation.  See Resolution 906.
NEUSE RIVER WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT IMPROVEMENTS – CONTRACT 2 CHANGE ORDER #8/CROWDER CONSTRUCTION COMPANY - APPROVED
This change order is for a net increase of $289,000.

Reason:

For installation of covers over the clarifier weirs, the UV structure, filter structure, and cascade aeration structure at the Smith Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant in Wake Forest.

History:

Original contract amount
$19,772,040.00

Previous net changes (ADD)
$822,757.66

New contract amount
$20,883,797.66

Budgetary accounts to be amended:

Revenue Account:

310-0000-53298-000
Appropriation from Special Reserve
$289,000.00

Expense Account:

349-9247-79202-943
NRWWTP Solids Handling Imp
$289,000.00

Recommendation:  Approve the change order in the amount of $289,000 and the budget amendment utilizing funds from the Wake Forest reserve.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 21TF45.
TRANSFERS – WITHIN VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
The agenda presented recommended transfers in the departments of Community Development, Finance and Public Utilities.  The agenda outlined the code accounts involved and the reasons for the needed transfers.
Recommendation:  Approval of transfers as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 21TF45.
WALNUT CREEK GREENWAY – LAKE WHEELER ROAD TO GARNER ROAD – BID AWARDED TO NARRON CONSTRUCTION COMPANY – FUNDS TRANSFERRED
Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, bids have been received and publicly opened on March 27, 2006 for the construction of the Walnut Creek Greenway project – Lake Wheeler Road to Garner Road on March 22, 2006.  Four bids were received for the project.  The apparent low bidder is Narron Construction Inc. with a total base bid of $3,629,145.  Narron construction has agreed to adjust the base bid quantities which results in a total base bid of $2,995,687.  The total bid amount for Sections II & IV is $1,344,228.  Funds are available from accounts 625-8893, 625-8894, and 636-8893 in the amount of $2,423,495.  Woman-Owned Business participation is estimated at 100% with 0% Minority-Owned Business participation.

Recommendation:  Award a construction contract to Narron Construction, Inc. for the construction of the Walnut Creek Greenway from South Garner Road to South Saunders Road in the amount of $1,334,228 and authorize the budgetary transfer to fund this project and establish a contingency.

It is recommended that the following transfer be authorized:

Transferred From:

625-8893-79001-975
Walnut Creek Grnwy-Lk Wheeler-S. Wilmington
$1,075,000.00

625-8894-79001-975
Walnut Creek Greenway-Wilmington-Garner
482,695.00

625-8894-79304-975
Wilmington to Garner- Wilmington Garner
           800.00


$1,558,495.00

Transferred To:

636-8893-79001-975
Walnut Creek Grnwy-Lk Wheeler-S. Wilmington
$1,558,495.00
Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 21TF45.
TRAFFIC – VARIOUS CHANGES – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
The agenda presented recommended changes in the traffic code relating to new traffic signals at Dixie Trail and Fred Olds Elementary School, traffic signal installation on Corporation and New Hope Road south, Speed Limit Reduction/Traffic Calming Project – Ashe Avenue, Eagle Trace Drive and Plaza Place, Speed Limit Reductions as a result of meeting requirements of Resolution 1990-633 on Deerwood Drive, Fairhill Drive, Glen Forest Drive, Burntwood Circle, Fixfire Place, 15 minute parking and commercial loading zones on a portion of Davie Street.  The agenda outlined the exact locations involved in the recommended changes.
Recommendation:  Approval of the changes in the traffic code as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 22.
END OF CONSENT AGENDA
NORTH CAROLINA STATE UNIVERSITY TRACK IMPROVEMENTS – MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT - APPROVED
NCSU intends to construct improvements to the Derr Track and Field area this summer.  A portion of Pullen Park is adjacent to the project and is proposed to be used temporarily for construction staging.  Restoration of the Park property, including an improved pedestrian access for the general public, is proposed in a Memorandum of Agreement included in the agenda packet.  Review by the City Parks and Recreation Director is addressed both for construction and long term shared use of the area.  The City Attorney has reviewed.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the Memorandum of Agreement with North Carolina State University.

Mr. Crowder stated he had asked that this item be withdrawn from the Consent Agenda and talked about the work that had been done in the Rocky Branch area, etc.  He stated he just wanted confirmation that we are not creating any issues or problems in Pullen Park as it relates to the deed restrictions and the work on the sidewalk will be restored.  It was pointed out by the City Attorney that is correct there are no problems with the deed restrictions and the sidewalk will be properly restored.  Mr. Crowder moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
TRAFFIC – REMOVAL OF TURN RESTRICTIONS – OVERBROOK DRIVE AT ANDERSON DRIVE - APPROVED
It is recommended that the existing Right Turn Only restriction on westbound Overbrook Drive at Anderson Drive, effective school days between 2:30 and 3:15 p.m., be removed. This recommendation is made in response to a written request from Our Lady of Lourdes School and a petition from the residents of Claremont Road.  Turn restrictions were installed at this location approximately two years ago in an attempt to increase the efficiency of the school’s carpool operations.  However, the turn restrictions have not significantly aided the carpool situation and have increased the volume of traffic on Claremont Road which, prior to the restrictions, experienced little to no school traffic.

If the above recommendation is approved, please amend the following Traffic Schedules:

Delete from Traffic Schedule 6.A.1:

Overbrook Drive, westbound at Anderson Drive, 2:30 p.m. to 3:15 p.m., school days.

Delete from Traffic Schedule 8.A:

Overbrook Drive, westbound at Anderson Drive, 2:30 p.m. to 3:15 p.m., school days.

Delete from Traffic Schedule 8.C:

Overbrook Drive, westbound at Anderson Drive, 2:30 p.m. to 3:15 p.m., school days.

Recommendation:  Approve as recommended.

Ms. Taliaferro indicated she had withdrawn this from the Consent Agenda pointing out it is located in District B.  It is under the traffic calming program and explained the location which is in the vicinity of Our Lady of Lourdes.  She explained the request and community support for the request.  She moved approval as outlined.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and a roll vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 22.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION
REZONING Z-4-05 – MELLOW FIELD DRIVE – TWO YEAR WAITING PERIOD WAIVED
This is a request for waiver of the 2-year waiting period to submit a petition for rezoning the property with a Planned Development Conditional Use Overlay District.

CR-10982 from the Planning Commission recommends approval.
Planning Commission Vice-Chairman Baker explained the request pointing out the Planning Commission has recommended approval as the applicant would like to file a new request a much larger PUD.  He stated the case has changed dramatically since it was denied.  Ms. Taliaferro moved the Planning Commission’s recommendation for waiver of the two year waiting period be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
REZONING Z-21-06 – COURTLAND DRIVE – REFERRED TO THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE
This request is to rezone approximately 4.14 acres, currently zoned Industrial-2 and Residential-10.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Residential-15 Conditional Use.

CR-10983 from the Planning Commission finds that the proposed rezoning is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated May 2, 2006.
Planning Commission Vice-Chairman Baker explained the case, location and the Planning Commission discussion.  He pointed out the rezoning proposed is for R-15 but it is conditioned down to R-13.  It is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and the Planning Commission recommended approval.
Planning Director Silver pointed out this was a complicated case because it is so close to the Conservation Neighborhood Overlay.  He explained the Central plan calls for protecting the character of the neighborhood, pointed out the staff cited a number of issues which should be addressed and they have been addressed through the condition.
Mr. West pointed out he had an opportunity to participate and attend the Mordecai CAC meeting and he feels there are still some issues dealing with communication that have not been resolved.  He does not feel the type dialogue between the petitioner and the community that should be held has occurred; therefore he would suggest the item be referred to Comprehensive Planning Committee to give opportunity for further discussion.
Mr. Stephenson pointed out he owns property at 1424 Mordecai Drive and wanted to disclose information and determine if he should recuse himself.  Attorney McCormick pointed out Mr. Stephenson did not need to disclose and there is no matter of conflict.  Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation for the work that has been done on this case pointing out this is somewhat an extension of the Mordecai neighborhood.  He stated there is other access to the property.  He pointed out what is being proposed is small lot residential and there is a tremendous market for that in this area.  He stated without objection he would refer the matter to the Comprehensive Planning Committee.
SP-96-05 – FORESTVILLE ROAD CROSSING – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS
This request is to approve a proposed 150,000 square foot shopping center comprised of 150,000 square feet of retail uses and 23,120 square feet of office uses on a 29.77 acre site zoned Thoroughfare District Conditional Use District and Special Highway Overlay District-3 consisting of lot 1 (22.76 acres containing 23,120 square feet of office and 134,960 square feet of retail) and lot 2 (7.01 acres containing 15,040 square feet of retail).  This site is located within 400 feet of a residential use or zone. This plan proposes a mixture of office and retail uses that incorporate urban design guidelines as required by the zoning conditions.  Also, per the rezoning conditions, retail land uses within the shopping center shall not exceed 150,000 square feet and Office uses shall not exceed 38,200 square feet.  In addition to the 29.77 acres, there is a 13.06 tract that has been set aside for residential-office development (Lot 3).

CR-10984 from the Planning Commission recommends approval with conditions.
Planning Commission Vice-Chair Baker pointed out the site plan is in accordance with the small area plan.  He stated there was one negative vote at the Planning Commission and he thought that negative vote had to do with the fact the planned parking is over the minimum required parking.  He stated there seems to be an area in the plan where the petitioners are looking to have a set down restaurant and wanted additional parking spaces but the one Planning Commission member did not want to see the parking go over the minimum requirement.
Ms. Taliaferro pointed out this is in her district and the rezoning of this property was very descriptive of what site plans should follow.  She pointed out there are centers in her district where the lack of parking has created problems and she does not want to see that occur again.  She does not have any problems with the parking going over the minimum requirement.  Ms. Taliaferro moved approval of the Planning Commission recommendation.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Craven and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
SPECIAL ITEMS
REZONING Z-54-05 – WADE AVENUE CONDITIONAL USE/MP-2-05 – FORTY-WADE MASTER PLAN - APPROVED
During the May 2, 2006 Council meeting, the Comprehensive Planning Committee was prepared to recommend denial of Z-54-05 and its companion Master Plan MP-2-05.  At the Council table, Mr. Crowder indicated Council Members had received a request from the applicants as well as the RBC Center asking that the issue be held and placed on this agenda so that additional information could be provided.  It would be appropriate to further consider the issues.
Don d’Ambrosi representing the applicant pointed out Council members had received a letter from the Centennial Authority indicating they now support the case.  He pointed out deed restrictions will handle the concerns they had with City Attorney McCormick indicating the deed restrictions will be filed.  Mr. Crowder moved approval of Z-54-05 and MP-2-05.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
WATER CONSERVATION TASK FORCE – RECOMMENDATIONS – REFERRED TO THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
During the May 2, 2006 Council meeting, a public hearing was held to receive public comment on the various recommendations of the Water Conservation Task Force.  Following the hearing, Mayor Meeker pointed out there were some policy issues included in the Task Force recommendations that the Council should consider; therefore, it was directed that the item be placed on this agenda to address policy issues and possibly refer the remaining issues to committee for further discussion on possible implementation.

Mayor Meeker pointed out he thought the policy issues that need to be addressed include the number of stages whether it be voluntary, plus 2 or 3, conservation rate, year-round conservation on lawn watering and the concerns of the golf course industry.  He suggested the Council look at simplifying the stages to a single voluntary stage and two mandatory stages.  He stated he does not support a conservation rate as he feels that would be confusing and conflicting.  He stated as far as year-round conservation is concerned we are at a good stage now with the lake level, but we want to make sure we continue that.  He stated maybe we could look at year-round conservation as it relates to lawn watering or something of that nature pointing out he feels three times a week is gracious plenty to water any lawn.  He feels we should allow the golf course industry to come up with a program for total gallons used as opposed to time restrictions.

Ms. Taliaferro pointed out she agrees with everything the Mayor has said; however, she would like for the Public Works Committee to look at the particulars of the stages and compare the new stages to the current stages to make sure conflicts or confusion does not occur.  She stated she supports year-round conservation but we need to look at whether that would be mandatory or voluntary.  She feels that three stages voluntary and two mandatory stages would be sufficient.

Mr. Crowder pointed out he concurs with what has been said but feels we should look at what we can do to encourage conservation since we do not seem to be going towards a conservation rate.  He stated maybe we could look at things such as the quality of life issues versus lawn watering.  He agreed the current proposals are somewhat problematic but feels we should look at some program to encourage conservation and having to spend dollars sometimes encourages conservation and he hopes the Committee will look at that.

Mayor Meeker suggested the four general policy guidelines be adopted and refer the recommendations to Public Works Committee to work out the details.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
Ms. Taliaferro pointed out the Public Works Committee is working on a proposed formation of an environmental board and one of the things that is being considered is the ability of that board to reward and award businesses for conservation efforts whether that be fuel, water, whatever.  They are looking at a proposal utilizing a carrot approach rather than a stick approach.  Mayor Meeker stated he hopes the Committee could report back by July or August so we can have something in place prior to next fall.  We are very fortunate as far as our lake levels are concerned but we need to have something in place in case the conditions change.
CERTIFICATE OF APPOINTMENT – PRESENTATION MADE
Mayor Meeker pointed out Doris Burke had arrived at the meeting and called her forward and presented her with a Certificate of Appointment to the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board.  He expressed appreciation to Ms. Burke for all she does in the community in general.  In accepting the certificate, Ms. Burke pointed out she is delighted to serve and look forward to the work and assured the Council she would do her best.
ENTERTAINMENT ORDINANCE - AMENDMENT - APPROVED
During the April 18, 2006 Council meeting, the Law and Public Safety Committee was prepared to recommend adoption of amendments to the Entertainment Ordinance.  At that meeting representatives of several businesses spoke in opposition and requested further discussion on the item.  It was directed that the item be placed on the May 2, 2006 agenda for further consideration.

At the May 2, 2006 meeting, the City Attorney was directed to re-draft the proposed amendments so that offenses or violations occurring in the parking lot of an establishment holding an Amplified Entertainment Permit are treated in the same manner as those on the inside and to place the item on this agenda for further consideration.  A copy of the proposed amendment is in the agenda packet.

City Attorney McCormick pointed out Council members received the draft ordinance in their agenda packet.  He stated at the last meeting the Council expressed concern that there was no margin for error and directed that he redraft the proposal so that businesses holding amplified entertainment permits would be responsible for activities in their parking lot as they are inside their establishment.  The redrafted proposal contains four steps; the first offense would be a $500 fine, second offense $1,000 fine, third offense $5,000 fine, 4th offense suspension of their license.
Mayor Meeker questioned how many clubs had lost their license because of violations inside their club.  City Attorney McCormick indicated he is not aware of any club that had lost their permit.  He stated the draft adds a couple of kinds of offenses relating to parking lots that are not covered inside an establishment.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out over the weekend there were two stabbings at night clubs in our area.  She stated she feels the draft presented by the City Attorney addresses the concern and should be adopted for public safety and quality of life and moved approval of the draft as submitted by the City Attorney.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 24.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

SOLID WASTE SURVEY PRESENTATION – RECEIVED; ADMINISTRATION TO PROVIDE REPORT ON RECYCLING TONNAGE
The Curbside Collection Program Survey for the City of Raleigh was conducted by telephone from February 1 through February 21, 2006.  The survey examined citizen’s opinions regarding the new curbside collection program that combined curbside collection for garbage, recycling, and yard waste for same-day collection once a week.  This was a follow-up survey to the one completed three years ago for a pilot program test in selected regions of Raleigh.

A total of 705 households in the Raleigh area were surveyed by BKL Research and Consulting.  The survey consisted of 12 core questions with two open ended questions for soliciting respondent comments and suggestions.  The overall refusal rate for the survey was low at 15% and the margin of error was + 3.5%.

A copy of the full survey was in the agenda packet.  One of the most important findings of this survey is that 88% of the residents are satisfied with the new program.  Some of the concerns of the citizens in this survey have or are being addressed by City staff.
Recommendation:  Accept as Information.

Kevin Baker, BKL Research and Consulting, pointed out Council members received the 2006 curbside collection program survey report in their agenda packet.  Mr. Bacon went over the methodology, garbage cart size, collection on schedule day, collection day of the week, ease of remembering same day collection, satisfaction with same day collection, information sources, contact with Solid Waste Services, satisfaction with customer services, suggestions to improve customer services, use of recycling bins, recycling bin size and various comments received.  He pointed out basically they surveyed a total of 705 households in Raleigh pointing out the sampling frame included listed and unlisted exchanges in Raleigh.  Households were selected on a random basis and a minimum of 4 separate call backs were attempted on each number.  He explained the protocol of the survey which consisted of 12 core questions with two open ended questions for soliciting comments and suggestions.  He went over the various results.  He pointed out the findings were very positive and supportive of the same day collection program, giving the statistics and percentages of answers.  The survey also indicated solid waste was collected consistently, people like the door hanger/flyer left on the cart, newspaper, word of mouth and water bill notification, talked about the number of respondents that had contacted Solid Waste who were generally satisfied with the results.  He stated the garbage carts appeared to be the appropriate size for most respondents although the carts maybe undersize for larger households.  There were few concerns expressed concerning collection process and customer service.  The report included the following suggestions:
· The present garbage cart size was acceptable to a majority of the respondents. However, it may be somewhat small for the larger households.  A potential solution would be to offer the option of a larger cart or a second cart for these households.  It is possible this cart issue could be a partial reason for the somewhat lower levels of satisfaction with the same-day collection program from larger households, especially the 4 and 5 or more person households. 

· There were also concerns expressed that the cart was too small for the volume of solid waste generated during holidays.  The addition of extra collections during holidays may alleviate this concern.

· There are issues to address in terms of the collection process.  The respondents indicated the garbage carts should be returned properly to the curb after collection.  They would also like a method to collect items not in the carts but placed beside it.  Finally, there appears to be instances where trash had fallen out of the carts and was left on the ground after collection or the carts were not completely emptied.

· Although most respondents indicated their solid waste had been consistently collected, there were a few areas of somewhat less consistent collection that merit investigation.  These include the 27608 and 27610 zip codes and for those having Friday collection. 

· Continue to use door hangers/flyers left on carts to disseminate information on collection scheduling.  Overall, this was the most effective information source.  Other sources to employ would be the newspaper (effective in households of 2 or more) and water bill (effective in 1-person households).  As far as the type of information to disseminate, the respondents indicated they desire more information on yard waste collection and recycling (specific items collected). 

· Improve customer service by following up on all phone calls and maintain courteousness at all times. The lowest ratings of customer service came from 5 or more person households and 27613, 27614, 27615, 27616 zip codes.

· The availability of recycling bins needs to improve to increase the level of participation in recycling.  The level of participation declined as compared to the pilot program in 2003.  It should be noted that the new same-day collection program decreased the frequency for use of recycling services for 1-person households and the zip codes of 27604, 27608, and 27610. 

· Continue to expand the recycling program to include more recyclable items including cardboards and plastics.  This was a major concern expressed in the survey.

· Although the recycling bin appears to be an appropriate size for most respondents, it may be necessary to examine the addition of a bigger bin for larger households.  There were other suggestions including adding rollers/wheels and compartments to the recycling bin to make it a more user-friendly bin.  The handling of the bins during collection was also an issue.  Several have been broken by the collection crews.  It would be appropriate to mandate policies for handling the bins or transition to a sturdier bin. 

· Improve the yard waste collection process — publish schedules, maintain consistent collections, and use more frequent collections in the fall.

· Enforce regulations concerning garbage carts and recycling bins left on the street or in front yards by residents after collection.

Mr. West commended Mr. Baker on the report and pointed out in the summary of the report there seems to be some inconsistency of consistency as it relates to the 27608 and 27610 zip codes.  Those basically have Friday collections.  He questioned if there was any correlation as it relates to lack of consistency or inconsistency.  Mr. Baker pointed out when you get down to smaller sample size you would probably have to investigate individual inconsistencies, etc.  Mr. West questioned if they could do further investigation to determine the inconsistencies with Mr. Bacon pointing out they could do surveys or exploratory work as requested.  Whether the respondents were stratified, the random digital dialing process and how the survey was conducted was discussed briefly.
In response to questioning, City Manager Allen stated the staff will take the suggestions and look at what can be done or what can be approved upon.  Mr. Crowder pointed out in zip code 27606 he had done his own little survey and one of the big issues is that the carts or cans are staying on the street 24/7.  The other big concern is that the carts are not returned to the proper location after being empted.  Mr. Isley pointed out it looks as if recycling has gone down and questioned if there was any cross tabulations.  Mr. Baker pointed out one of the problems relating to recycling is not all of the people got their recycling bins and there seems to be some confusion on the rules for recycling and bin size or problems with getting bins to the street.  Mr. West talked about problems with people getting the recycling bins to the street and also talked about people utilizing the rollout carts rather than recycling.  After discussion on the possible reasons for the drop in recycling and whether we have a fair comparison the Council asked to be provided information on the tons for recycling now versus the tons of recycling under the old program.  The new recycling program which is being implemented which will pickup more items was talked about.  The need for larger bins for the larger household was talked about with Mr. Baker pointing out with very minor changes he feels the recycling could be improved.
Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation for the report pointing out overall it is a very good report on the new program.  He expressed appreciation to all of the people who have worked so hard to put the new program in place.
BUDGET PRESENTATION – FY 2006-07 – RECEIVED – BUDGET WORK SESSIONS SCHEDULED
City Manager Allen pointed out the budget document in his opinion is the most important policy decision the City Council deals with all year long.  It is a significant policy document.  Mr. Allen expressed appreciation to all departments who worked on the budget and pointed out the City of Raleigh has a history of conservative budgeting.  He expressed appreciation to the department directors, finance and budget staff.  He presented information on the bi-annual budget projections for 2006-2007 stating this is not what is in the budget but what we thought last year would be in the budget.  He presented the following PowerPoint presentation explaining as he went through.  
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• FY06-07 Budget Projection

• Economic Realities

• Steps Toward Balance

• Proposed Budget

• Next Steps



[image: image3.emf]Bi-Annual Budget Projection

FY 2006-07

• Implement the voter approved bond program 

for roads and affordable housing with a 2 cent 

property tax increase

• 45 new positions and continuation funding of 

new initiatives in FY2006

• Open new fire station in northeast Raleigh

• Transit fare increase from 75¢ to $1 in 

concert with implementation of Year 2 of 

Transit Plan

• Solid waste fee increase from $8.30 - $10.30/ 

month

• Water and sewer rate increase of 9% each



[image: image4.emf]Current Economic Realities

Countervailing economic conditions have made the 

process of balancing the budget particularly challenging 

this year.



[image: image5.emf]On a Positive Note…

• Healthy economy changes revenue projections

– Property Tax—New Growth 

• Original projection—4.0% increase

• New estimate—5.6% increase

– Sales Tax

• Original projection—4.0% increase

• New estimate—6.2% increase

– Investment Interest Yields

• Recent increases in interest rates set by Federal Reserve 

Board have allowed us to adjust our projections for interest 

income by 34%, or $1.6 million from the original forecasted 

bi-annual budget projection of $4.6 million.



[image: image6.emf]Our Challenges Include…

Nationwide increases in health, fuel and utility costs are 

affecting the City’s budget picture both directly and 

indirectly:

Additional

+ $1.3 million Public Transit

+ $0.5 million Road Maintenance Materials

$7.9 million Total

+ $2.8 million Fuel and Utility

+ $3.3 million Health Insurance

And, the City continues to grow at over 10,000 new 

residents per year, which demands continued investment 

in municipal staff, supplies and equipment in order to 

provide the same level of service.



[image: image7.emf]How Do we Achieve Balance?

• Share health insurance cost increases 

fairly with employees.

• Continue fuel and energy conservation 

strategies.

• Departments identified $13.9 million in 

supplemental needs including 169 

additional employees.

– Only $3.9 million recommended.



[image: image8.emf]How Do we Achieve Balance?

• Transit fare increase from 75¢ to $1 in 

concert with implementation of Year 2 of 

the Transit Plan.

• Support additional debt service for the 

2005 voter approved transportation and 

affordable housing bonds with a 2 cent 

property tax increase.

• Defer the $2 per month projected increase 

in Solid Waste fee until FY 2008.



[image: image9.emf]How Do we Achieve Balance?

• Utilize one-time fund balances in the equipment 

fund to provide additional revenue.

• Council-approved increase to facility fees adds 

capacity to the capital program.

• An additional 2 cent property tax increase to 

support General Fund operations.

• Continuation of 9% water and sewer rate 

increase to support operations and the 

expanded capital program.



[image: image10.emf]This Proposed Budget Will  

Support…

• Personnel and equipment to staff new major 

capital projects:

– Fire Station # 28

– Barwell Road Community Center

– Brier Creek Recreation Center

– Fayetteville Street

– Conversion to Year-round pool

– Greenways Trail Expansion

– Walnut Creek Interpretive Center



[image: image11.emf]Proposed Budget Supports…

New positions:

• General Fund - 68

– Public Safety – 36

– Infrastructure and Public Services - 18

– Leisure Services – 11

– General Government - 3

• Public Utility Fund – 23

• Stormwater – 3

• Transit - 3

• Vehicle Fleet Services – 1

• Performing Arts Center/Convention Center – 1

• Community Development – 1

• CAMPO – 1



[image: image12.emf]Proposed Budget Supports…

• Continuation of existing services

• Comprehensive Plan development

• Robbery Task Force

• Gang Suppression Unit

• Broader recycling opportunities

• Full implementation of the PPV program, including 

acquisition of 45 vehicles

• Implementation of 2

nd

Year of Transit Plan

• Continuation of graffiti removal team, including 

addition of private property

• Full funding of debt service for 2003 parks bond 

issue

• An additional street patching crew in Public Works
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• Other NC communities are facing similar 

financial challenges…

0.465 cents 4.5 cents Charlotte

0.621 cents 3.8 cents Durham

4.0 cents

5.5 cents

Proposed 

Tax

Increase

0.435 cents Raleigh

0.623 cents Greensboro

New Rate Community



[image: image14.emf]Raleigh Remains Competitive

PROPERTY

TAX RATE

 ANNUAL

PROPERTY

TAX 

 ANNUAL

SOLID WASTE

FEES 

 ANNUAL 

WATER & SEWER

CHARGES 

 ANNUAL

STORM WATER

FEES 

TOTAL

Wake County Municipalities

Raleigh 0.435 $      870.00 $        99.60 $            356.76 $               48.00 $               1,374.36 $    

Cary 0.420 840.00           141.00             665.40                  -                      1,646.40       

Apex 0.400 800.00           165.00             702.24                  -                      1,667.24       

Morrisville 0.468 935.40           -                   829.20                  -                      1,764.60       

Garner 0.600 1,200.00        -                   652.56                  -                      1,852.56       

Fuquay-Varina 0.520 1,040.00        174.00             667.20                  -                      1,881.20       

Knightdale 0.500 1,000.00        127.08             766.56                  -                      1,893.64       

Holly Springs 0.530 1,060.00        158.40             720.00                  -                      1,938.40       

Rolesville 0.485 970.00           165.00             811.92                  -                      1,946.92       

Wake Forest 0.540 1,080.00        175.20             749.52                  -                      2,004.72       

Zebulon 0.500 1,000.00        144.00             965.64                  -                      2,109.64       

Wendell 0.540 1,080.00        240.00             799.20                  -                      2,119.20       

Other Municipalities

Winston-Salem 0.485 $      970.00 $        - $                295.68 $               59.00 $               1,324.68 $    

Charlotte 0.465         930.00           45.00               452.16                  57.72                  1,484.88       

Greensboro 0.623         1,245.00        -                   491.52                  32.40                  1,768.92       

Chapel Hill* 0.522         1,044.00        -                   730.44                  39.00                  1,813.44       

Durham (1) 0.621         1,241.00        60.00               499.32                  54.00                  1,854.32       

Carrboro 0.624         1,248.80        -                   730.44                  -                      1,979.24       

Average 0.515 $      1,030.79 $     94.13 $            660.32 $               16.12 $               1,801.35 $    

Chart represents annualized cost for city services. Annual property tax based on single family residential unit of 

$200,000.

 Annual water/sewer charges based on 6,000 

gallons per month. 

FY2006-07

CUSTOMER COSTS FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES

NOTES:  Proposed Rates for FY 06-07, as of May 9, 2006. 

(1)  Durham has an optional $60 Yard Waste Fee

* = FY 2005-06 ADOPTED BUDGET.
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Average of Large 

Municipalities

Average of Wake

County Municipalities Raleigh

$1,561.43 $1,849.91 $1,374.36
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Grants

  1%

Intergov'tl 

 6%

Sales Tax 

13%

Debt / Fund 

Balance 

Reserve 9%  

Water & Sewer 

Charges  

18%

Interest, Fees, 

& Misc  

25%

Property Tax

28%

FY 2006-07 Proposed Budget = $511,123,733

Net of Interfund Transfers

Total FY06-07 Proposed Budget

Revenue Summary



[image: image17.emf]Total FY06-07 Proposed Budget

Expenditure Summary

Financial 

Management

2%

Information 

Technology

2%

Solid Waste 

Services

4%

General Govt & 

External 

Agencies

5%

Community 

Development 

Services

6%

Public Works & 

Transit

8%

Capital 

Improvements
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Mayor Meeker pointed out as far as reviewing the budget he would suggest the Council start with the capital budget, public utilities fund and then the operating budget.  He stated Council members could ask questions and the answers to the questions would be provided to the full council as a budget note.  He called on the Council to ask any needed questions but cautioned the Council to use staff time wisely.  Mayor Meeker pointed out there will be a budget hearing on June 6 at 7:00 p.m.  He stated the agenda had listed a schedule of budget review sessions that he would suggest being utilized.  Mayor Meeker pointed out the City Manager has presented a balanced budget.  If a council member would like to suggest a change in the budget and that change would add expense, then that Council member must identify the source of the additional funds or he will rule the suggestion out of order.  At all times the budget will remain balanced.  Council members could suggest movements from one account or one program to another but any changes would have to continue the balanced budget.
Mayor Meeker pointed out he has a couple of questions to start the discussion.  He questioned whether the City Council has the authority to change the car registration fee.  Mayor Meeker questioned if there are any Planning Department cost that are not presently covered by the development process that should be; that is are there any cost that can be charged to those who cause the cost to be incurred.  Mayor Meeker questioned the inspection fees and whether there are any fees that should be included, increased or added.  He also questioned if we have any capital projects that could be capitalized over a period of years.  Mayor Meeker also pointed out he knows some privilege license fees are capped and questioned if the City Council has the authority to move that cap up or establish it at a different level.  The Mayor also suggested that if any Council members have questions that they submit those questions to staff in writing and the response will become a budget note to all Council members.
Mayor Meeker moved approval of the following schedule for work sessions as needed.

Tuesday, May 30, 2006 at 5:00 p.m. in Chambers;

Monday, June 5, 2006 at 5:00 p.m. in Chambers;

Monday, June 12, 2006 at 5:00 p.m. in Chambers;

Monday, June 19, 2006 at 5:00 p.m. in Chambers;

Tuesday, June 20, 2006 at 5:00 p.m. (if necessary) in Chambers; and

Wednesday, June 21, 2006 at 5:00 p.m. (if necessary) in Chambers.

The Mayor’s motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE RALEIGH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE – JANUARY-MARCH 2006 REPORT - RECEIVED
Council members had received in their agenda packets the Raleigh Economic Development Quarterly Report January through March 2006.  The Mayor questioned if anyone had any questions relative to the report pointing out it seems like a lot of activity taking place.  No questions were asked and by consensus the report was received.

UPPER NEUSE CLEAN WATER INITIATIVE WORK GROUP – REPORT RECEIVED; WORK TO CONTINUE
The Falls Lake Initiative (now The Upper Neuse Clean Water Initiative) Work Group has completed their Conservation Plan work and has a report prepared to submit to the City Council regarding acquisition of land in order to protect water quality in Falls Lake and the other water supply reservoirs in the Upper Neuse River Basin.  The UNCWI Chairperson, Reid Wilson of the Conservation Trust of North Carolina, was present to review the report and recommendations.

The Upper Neuse Clean Water Initiative Conservation Plan has been developed through a coordinated effort of the major land trust organizations in North Carolina and other associated groups.  The plan identifies the lands, in the opinion of the UNCWI Work Group, if they are protected either by fee acquisition of the land or by “conservation” easement acquisition to prevent development and held in their current natural state, would prevent deterioration of water quality in Falls Lake and other water supply reservoirs in the Upper Neuse River Basin.

Recommendation:  Receive the plan and review the recommendations in the City Council’s Budget and Economic Development Committee, since the plan presents real estate acquisition, property management and budget issues associated with implementing this plan.

Reid Wilson, Executive Director of Conservation Trust of North Carolina, Chair of the Upper Neuse Clean Water Initiative pointed out that group’s role is to facilitate and manage this project.  He expressed appreciation to the City of Raleigh for its partnership and getting on board before anyone else funded the group.  The City of Raleigh support created the enthusiasm and energy needed to move forward.  He stated this action really recognized that Raleigh’s drinking water supply is important and the purpose of the initiative is to protect that water supply through land conservation, etc.  This would be a coordinated land conservation initiative to help safeguard the crucial natural resource that connects 6 counties and provides water and economic infrastructure to over a half million people.  He pointed out the Upper Neuse Basin is a 770 square mile area draining into the Falls Lake Reservoir.  Protecting the reservoir through a cost effective approach is necessary pointing out it is cheaper to protect good water quality than to come back and clean up later.  The benefits also address water quality, recreational, economy and wildlife habitats.  Mr. Wilson pointed out there are 9 lakes or reservoirs that are involved in this effort.  He stated they have many partners including land trust and conservation agencies, local governments, watershed protection groups.  The funding partners at this point include the City of Raleigh, the North Carolina Clean Water Management Trust Fund as well as private individuals.
Mr. Reid pointed out the work is in three phases:  development of a scientific based conservation plan, outreach and acquisition of land and conservation agreements.  He went through the planning process pointing out this involves about 100 different stakeholders who are developing goals and objectives, prioritizing the criteria, building a GIS model, field verification of the model and additional stakeholder meetings hopefully in June.  He went over information outlining how the model was developed pointing out it started with a draft conservation plan, technical advisory team, modeling priorities, data accumulation, class weighted criteria, model products including maps, detailed parcels, land conservation plan, digital data base for all uses, study area maps, focus area maps, high priority parcel focus, etc.  He stated hopefully that plan will be completed in about one month.  He went over information on the outreach section which is underway and is including stakeholder meetings, communication plan, public media events, etc.  He presented maps which were color coded to show the areas which are already protected, highest priorities, focus areas, etc.
Mr. Wilson pointed out the group has a new name rather than the Falls Lake Initiative it is now known as the Upper Neuse Clean Water Initiative and their purpose is protecting the drinking water through land conservation.  This puts emphasis on the whole region rather than just Falls Lake and provides for inclusiveness, leverage and hopefully basin wide support.  Mr. Wilson talked about the land owners and the outreach to the land owners and talked about the need for more staff.  As far as acquisitions are concerned they have completed five projects totaling 992 acres, have eight projects totaling 1,457 acres in the pipeline.  The total value is over $10,000,000.  He stated they have been having discussions with staff relative to the City of Raleigh’s guidelines for prioritizing easements.  He pointed out the City of Raleigh commitment of $500,000 has help leverage over $10,000,000 in value or cost.  He pointed out the next steps includes completion of the plan, expanded outreach, building public support, leveraging funds through conservation financing option and completing conservation transactions.  He talked about other efforts that are underway including the Land for Tomorrow proposal before the General Assembly and other funding options they are considering.  He stated they would be coming back in the next several months with an updated or completed plan and hopefully other funding options.

Mayor Meeker questioned the City’s concentration and referred to page 11 of the report which highlights protected area in each County and water quality.  He talked about the total acreage and the protected versus unprotected and what is proposed to be addressed through easement acquisition.  He questioned if we are concentrating on parcel acquisition or streamline buffers.  Mr. Wilson pointed out that will be decided on a parcel by parcel basis.  The focus of the program is on the entire stream basin.  Where the unprotected land is located and how Wake County will participate was discussed briefly.  In response to questioning from Ms. Taliaferro, City Manager Allen pointed out the money proposed to come from Raleigh is included in the 2006-2007 budget.
Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation for the work done and requested when the plan is finalized that the City get a copy and also receive information on possible matching funds.  How to proceed from this point was talked about with Council indicating the plans should be completed and the information provided back to Council with City Manager Allan pointing out as he understands as long as we have our prioritization of buffer conservation and focusing on Wake County that each transaction could individually go to the Budget and Economic Development Committee.
Mr. West pointed out at one time Wake County had a Soil and Water Conservation Service and questioned if that group or its present counterpart is involved in this effort.  Mr. Wilson pointed out they will be contacted and pointed out soil and water conservation agencies are usually local partners.  Mr. Wilson again expressed appreciation to the City of Raleigh for the support in the ground work of this effort.
REQUESTS AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

PUBLIC NUISANCE – 579 ROSE LANE – NO ACTION TAKEN
Raymond M. Strong, Jr. had requested permission to appeal the findings of the Inspections Department concerning a public nuisance located on property at 579 Rose Lane.  Mr. Strong was not present; therefore, the item was removed from the agenda with no action taken.

GREASE TRAP – REQUEST FOR EXEMPTION RELATING TO CREEDMOOR BAPTIST CHURCH – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION
Luther Emory, 7308 Lead Mine Road, representing Creedmoor Road Baptist Church, pointed out prior to that area being taken into the City the church was served by well and septic tank.  He stated for over 40 years they had a procedure in place that has eliminated any problems associated with grease.  All grease is captured in a small container which is properly disposed of in the garbage.  He pointed out he had provided Council members with information on their grease elimination procedure.  He stated they use the kitchen very little, they have Wednesday meals which is usually soup and sandwiches or food prepared at home and served at the church.  He stated they use so little grease that they do not fill a 39 ounce coffee can in several months use.  They don’t accumulate a gallon of grease a year.  It’s just not logical to require them to install a grease trap as it would be very expensive and not used.  He stated they are requesting an exemption.
Public Utilities Director Crisp pointed out they had identified the church as meeting the criteria for needing a grease trap.  He stated there is an opportunity for them to install a smaller grease trap and the City had provided that information to the church but had not heard anything from them.  He stated the City ordinances do require the installation of a grease trap but the City maybe able to work with them on size, etc.  After brief discussion, Administration was asked to work with representatives of the church to see if there is any way to accommodate everyone’s needs.
INSPECTIONS – 3117 WOODBINE COURT – NO ACTION TAKEN
Arnita R. Murray, 3117 Woodbine Court had requested permission to discuss problems she has had getting a bulky trash pick up and the Inspections Department’s claim that her grass was too high.  Ms. Murray was not at the meeting; therefore the item was removed with no action taken.
MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING
UNFIT BUILDING DEMOLITION CHARGES – 1302 BOYER STREET – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA
A hearing to consider the adoption of a resolution confirming the charges for demolition of the Unfit Buildings as a lien against the property as listed below:
	LOCATION & COUNCIL DISTRICT
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NO.
	COST OF DEMOLITION

	1302 Boyer Street (C)
	Willie Mae McCullers, Heirs

Carolyn McCullers
	0056903
	$10,695.00


Mayor Meeker pointed out this item had been withdrawn from the agenda as the charges have been paid.
PUBLIC NUISANCE COST CONFIRMATION – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
A hearing to consider the adoption of a resolution confirming the charges for the abatement of public nuisances as a lien against the property as listed below:
	LOCATION & COUNCIL DISTRICT
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NO.
	ABATEMENT

	640 Brighton Road (C)
	Betty F. Muldrow
	0027971
	$255.00

	314 Gilbert Street (D)
	Jimmy W. Ashley, Jr.
	0075520
	$247.00

	623 Glascock Street (C)
	Robert Bryan Kastor
	0052924
	$380.00

	1431 South New Hope Road (C)
	Wayne Hunter ET

Wendelin Hunter
	0008232
	$479.00

	212 Northclift Drive (A)
	Kim Lien Thi Hoang
	0035590
	$269.00

	3600 Pine Knoll Drive (B)
	Janet R. Bullock
	0120433
	$232.00

	4410 Pleasant Grove Church Road (E)
	Mattie G. Bell Heirs

William E. Bell, III Executor
	0005679
	$579.00

	4713 Rhyne Court (C)
	Edd K. & Judy W. Roberts

M. Ray & Lucille S. Barker
	0095956
	$378.00

	5208 Saddle Court (A)
	Phillip M. Kermon
	0057944
	$858.00

	2607 Sadie Hopkins Street (D)
	Elvin Rogers
	0060903
	$255.00

	1100 Spaulding Street (C)
	Freddie Lee Bullock
	0041906
	$335.00

	121 South Tarboro Road (C)
	Daisy B. Mitchell, Heirs Etal

Margaret M. Ruddle

C/O Lynda Gilchrist
	0046307
	$341.00


The Mayor opened the hearing on each case.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearings were closed.
Mr. Isley moved adoption of a resolution confirming the charges as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 907.
ANNEXATION PETITIONS – 0821 ARCO CORPORATE DRIVE AND 12071 FALLS OF NEUSE ROAD – HEARING – ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTION ADOPTED
A hearing to consider the following petitioned annexations.  If following the hearing, the Council wishes to proceed, it would be appropriate to adopt ordinances annexing the properties effective June 30, 2006 and a resolution placing the properties in the appropriate electoral districts.

LOCATION
ELECTORAL DISTRICT
8021 Arco Corporate Drive
E

12071 Falls of Neuse Road
B

The Mayor opened the hearing on each location.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearings were closed.  Ms. Taliaferro moved adoption of ordinances annexing the properties as advertised effective June 30, 2006 and adoption of a resolution placing the properties in the appropriate electoral districts.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinances 25 and 26 and Resolution 908.
SURPLUS PROPERTY – SITE 1 – FAYETTEVILLE/LENOIR/WILMINGTON STREET – HEARING – SALE AUTHORIZED
A hearing to receive citizen input to consider the fee simple sale with conditions of Site One development site.  The site is bordered by Fayetteville Street, Lenoir Street and Wilmington Street and consists of approximately 1.8 acres.  The proposal is to sell the property to TMC Development Group, LLC for the appraised value of $5,280,000.  The sale will be conditioned as outlined by the Council on April 18, 2006.  It is the intent of the City Council to authorize this sale if no valid objections are received.  The sale is pursuant to NCGS 158-7.1.
The Mayor opened the hearing.

Roland Gammon presented Council members with a letter which he indicated included information provided by the Chamber of Commerce.  The letter indicated the project is estimated to represent initial private investment in excess of $150,000,000.  The developers have sought and received the assistance of the Chamber of Commerce in compiling key economic development results which are estimated to arise from their project.  During construction – estimated jobs created – 1,905.  Once construction has been completed the estimated permanent commercial employees is 1,335.  He stated in addition past experience in downtown residential project leads to estimate that once construction is completed there would be 300 additional permanent residents.  No one else asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.
Mr. Crowder moved that this transaction be authorized subject to satisfactory agreements being developed carrying out all of the conditions.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on 8-0 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
HOMELESSNESS – RALEIGH/WAKE TEN YEAR ACTION PLAN – REFERRED TO BUDGET WORK SESSION
Mayor Meeker stated the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends that the Raleigh/Wake Ten Year Action Plan to end and prevent homelessness be referred to Budget Work Session to discuss the proposal for funding.  Without objection the item was so referred.
FUEL EFFICIENCY – CITY ORGANIZATION – TO BE REFERRED TO ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY BOARD WHEN CREATED
Mayor Meeker reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends the item Fuel Efficiency – City Organization be removed from the Committee agenda and that it be considered as an item for the new environmental advisory board when created.  Without objection the item was so referred.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE
REZONING Z-53-05 – JONES FRANKLIN ROAD CONDITIONAL USE – APPROVED WITH AMENDED CONDITIONS
Chairperson Crowder reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends upholding the Planning Commission recommendation for approval of Z-53-05 as outlined in CR-10970 with amended conditions dated May 3, 2006.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Crowder moved the recommend be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Craven and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 23ZC588.
REZONING Z-17-06 – AVENT FERRY ROAD CONDITIONAL USE – TO BE PLACED ON JUNE 6 AGENDA AS A SPECIAL ITEM; ADMINISTRATION TO PROVIDE INFORMATION
Chairperson Crowder reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommended that Z-17-06 – Avent Ferry Road conditional use be referred to the Council with no recommendation.  He stated there were only two members present at the meeting and they could not come forth with a unified recommendation.
Mayor Meeker pointed Council members received a letter from NCSU relative to a study they are conducting on sorority/fraternity houses.  He stated it would be helpful if staff could provide a map showing how far existing and proposed residential structures on Trailwood Drive are from the proposed sorority house, including the recently rezoning which will allow for 11 to 12 housing.  He stated he understands there is an opportunity for some restrictive covenants relating to sorority/fraternity houses and questioned if those would be legal and who would enforce them.  

City Attorney McCormick indicated he had not seen the documents and there could be various situations and various type deed restrictions etc.  Mayor Meeker suggested holding the item placing it on the June 2, 2006 agenda as a special item ask the City Attorney to review a copy of the proposal, administration to provide the information requested and hopefully get this issue resolved.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

ENCROACHMENTS – DALE/FILMORE ALLEY – TO BE REMOVED
Chairperson Isley reported the Law and Public Safety Committee recommends starting the encroachment removal process relating to the Dale/Filmore Alley in May 2006.  Mr. Isley stated he understands that the City at some point may close the alley and the encroachment could cause problems relative to any new property lines.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Isley moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
INSPECTIONS – 3 MAIDEN LANE – EXTENSION GRANTED
Chairperson Isley reported the Law and Public Safety Committee recommends the orders of the Inspections Department be extended for repair or to vacate property at 3 Maiden Lane to July 1, 2006.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Isley moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
PUBLIC NUISANCE ORDINANCE – DEFINITION AMENDMENTS – APPROVED; ITEM RETAINED IN COMMITTEE FOR FURTHER STUDY
Chairperson Isley reported the Law and Public Safety Committee recommends approval of revisions in Part A for Sections 12-6001-12-6006 as included in the agenda packet.  The Committee is holding Part B of this item pertaining to the PROP to receive amendments from Staff as suggested by the Committee and the budget implications of these changes for a final review.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Isley moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 27.
REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS
INTERNATIONAL FOCUS ORGANIZATION – PROPOSAL FOR FUNDING – REFERRED TO BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Ms. Kekas read information concerning the International Focus Organization.  She pointed out they started the International Festival in Raleigh and represent some 50,000 people in the community.  She talked about the International Festival in the past which has had an attendance of 20,000 upward with over 4,000 volunteers.  She talked about the number of ethnic organizations which participate in the International Focus pointing out it started out in 1986 as a part of the Sister City International to help bring people into the downtown area.  The festival has been going on over 20 years.  She stated after 911 and some various scenarios, the organization moved the festival to the fairgrounds and that has not worked as well.  Ms. Kekas pointed out she had met with representatives of City staff, Board members, etc. to talk about what could be done to make sure the International Festival is continued and to bring it back downtown.  She stated they are trying to keep the ongoing organization together.  She stated some of the Board members have left, new Board members added, etc. but most want to keep the festival going and bring it back downtown.  She stated there is an opportunity that it could be an outdoor festival until the new convention center is constructed.  The International Festival is an opportunity to bring many people including many different ethnic groups into the downtown area.  She sees a lot of potential.  Ms. Kekas suggested the possibility of funding in the amount of $20,000 to offset some of the expenses for the festival.  She stated we do not need the festival to lapse as you loose continuity; therefore, she suggested placing the item in the Budget and Economic Development Committee to see if there is someway the City could grant funds to help the program continue.  Without discussion the item was referred to Budget and Economic Development Committee.
COUNCILMAN CROWDER – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mr. Crowder expressed appreciation to Public Affairs Director Jane Kirkpatrick for her work and help to recognize representatives of A. B. Combs.  He congratulated the school on their honor.  Mr. Crowder also stated he would like to hear information from the Council members who attended the intercity trip.
THEATRE – POSSIBLE COMBINED LOCATION FOR PLAYBILL/TICKET PURCHASE - REFERRED TO CONVENTION CENTER COMMISSION
Mr. Crowder pointed out sometime in the past there was some discussion about having a theatre ticket booth in Downtown Raleigh where all of the local theatre tickets could be sold.  He stated in addition he feels it would be good to have some place in the downtown area such as the Progress Energy Center or the new convention center where the various theatres could place their playbills and information concerning upcoming events.  After brief discussion it was agreed to refer the item to the Convention Center Commission.
PUBLIC NUISANCE – WATSON FLEA MARKET – INFORMATION REQUESTED
Mr. West indicated on several occasions Council has asked staff to look at the appearance or nuisance issues relating to the Watson Flea Market.  He stated some of the same issues are reoccurring and asked Inspections to look at the situation.
MORGAN STREET – STATUS OF TWO-WAY – INFORMATION REQUESTED
Mayor Meeker requested a status report on converting Morgan Street into a 2-way street.  He stated there was some state and city funding committed and would like a status report and time line on when that will occur.  He pointed out there had been some discussion about a roundabout at the intersection of Morgan and Hillsborough and would like to have a status report on that also.  Public Works Director Dawson pointed out the roundabout and two-way of Morgan are two separate items.  He gave a brief update pointing out he would provide further information.
LIGON – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Ms. Taliaferro added her congratulations to A. B. Combs School on their recent awards.  She stated Ligon has also been awarded many accolades and offered her congratulations to them.
CITY-OWN PROPERTY – SITE FOUR – STATUS REPORT REQUESTED
Ms. Taliaferro asked that the Council be provided an update on site 4 that is where we are in negotiation, memorandum of understanding, timeline for key decisions, etc.
COUNCIL MEMBER STEPHENSON – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mr. Stephenson spoke briefly about the recent intercity visit to Minneapolis, talked about seeing that business leaders are also very strong civic leaders and take leadership roles in long-term infrastructure development and planning.  He talked about funding relative to education.
MAYOR’S COMMENTS - RECEIVED
Mayor Meeker spoke briefly about the train system in Minneapolis from downtown to the Mall of America and how then Governor Jesse Ventura got funding in Washington.  The comments were received.

STATE BUDGET SURPLUS – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
Mr. Craven pointed out he has seen on the news media and heard where the State budget crisis is officially over and it seems that great prosperity is reining on Jones Street.  He stated he had asked the City Attorney to draft a resolution to send to the State relative to their indebtedness to the City of Raleigh as it relates to withheld shared revenues.  Mr. Craven pointed out he understands it is the City Council’s policy not to adopt a resolution on the date it is presented; however, money doesn’t have much of a shelf life at the Legislature and the draft budget is due shortly.  If we do not present the resolution to them quickly we might lose the opportunity.  Mr. Craven asked that the City Council waive the requirements that a resolution has to be submitted at one meeting and not acted on until the next meeting.  Mayor Meeker pointed out that policy relates to controversial resolutions and he does not feel the one Mr. Craven is talking about is controversial.  He stated probably we should amend the resolution to say all funds withheld from local governments not just Raleigh.
Mayor Meeker suggested sending a copy to each member of the Wake Delegation and pointed out the City Council has two alumni currently in the Senate and suggested that we ask Mr. Hunt and Ms. Cowell to come and talk to the Council about the progress they are making as it relates to repaying local government funds.  Mr. Craven moved waiver of the City Council policy relative to presentation of a resolution and acting on that resolution at the same meeting and adoption of the resolution with the amendments of rephrasing to indicate all local governments be reimbursed not just the City of Raleigh.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and after brief discussion put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 909.
Mayor Meeker pointed out he would contact Senators Hunt and Cowell and ask them to appear before the City Council to talk about their efforts in getting local governments repaid.  
APPOINTMENTS
APPOINTMENTS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN
The City Clerk read the following results of the ballot vote:
Appearance Commission - One Vacancy - John Holmes - 5 (Kekas, Taliaferro, Isley, West, Craven); Sara Felsen - 3 (Crowder, Meeker, Stephenson)

Mordecai Historic Park Advisory Committee - Cyrus Stacey, Treva M. Jones - eight each (all Council members); Janet Cowell – 7 (all but Isley); Tom Alexander - 4 (Crowder, Meeker, Isley, Stephenson); Melissa Hockaday - 5 (Kekas, Taliaferro, Isley, Craven, West); William A. Schnorr – 5 (Kekas, Taliaferro, Isley, Craven, West); Craig Friend - 5 (Kekas, Taliaferro, Isley, Craven, West); C. Edward Morris - 5 (Kekas, Taliaferro, Isley, Craven, West); Bonnie Leopard – 5 (Kekas, Taliaferro, Isley, Craven, West)

Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board - One Vacancy - Greg Barley – 5 (Kekas, Taliaferro, Isley, Craven, West); Kevin Brice - 3 (Crowder, Meeker, Stephenson); Joseph Huberman – 0.
The appointment of John Holmes to the Appearance Commission, appointment of Cyrus Stacey, Janet Cowell, Melissa Hockaday, William A. Schnorr, Craig Friend, C. Edward Morris and Bonnie Leopard to the Mordecai Historic Park Advisory Committee and the reappointment to Greg Barley to Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board was announced.
NOMINATIONS
APPEARANCE COMMISSION – NOMINATIONS MADE
The terms of Dennis Glazener, Andrew Leager, Mitchell Fluhrer and Chad Meadows are expiring.  All are eligible for reappointment, have good attendance records and would like to be considered for reappointment.
Mr. Crowder nominated Mr. Glazner, Leager, Fluhrer and Mr. Meadows.  The item will be carried over to the next meeting.
ARTS COMMISSION – NOMINATIONS MADE
The terms of Brian Starkey and Roger Kosak are expiring.  Both are eligible for reappointment, have good attendance records and would like to be considered for reappointment.  
Mr. Crowder nominated Mr. Starkey and Mr. Kosak.  The item will be carried to the next meeting.
FAIR HOUSING HEARING BOARD – VACANCY ANNOUNCED
A letter of resignation has been received from Phil G. Jones, no nominations were made.
HOUSING APPEALS BOARD – NOMINATIONS MADE
The term of Brenda Eaddy is expiring.  She is eligible for reappointment.  Mr. Crowder nominated Ms. Eaddy.  The item will be carried over to the next meeting.
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION – NOMINATION MADE
A letter of resignation has been received from Gale M. Wilkins; therefore, there is one vacancy for consideration.  No nominations were made.
RALEIGH HISTORIC DISTRICTS COMMISSION – NOMINATIONS MADE
The terms of Treva Jones, Robert J. Anderson, Stephen Cruse, Keir Morton and Erin Sterling are expiring.  Ms. Jones and Mr. Anderson are not eligible for reappointment.  Mr. Cruse, Ms. Morton and Ms. Sterling are eligible for reappointment.  A letter from the Commission was in the agenda packet containing information on recommendations and attendance.

Mr. Crowder nominated Mr. Cruse, Ms. Morton and Ms. Sterling.  The item will be carried over to the next meeting.

TRANSIT AUTHORITY – VACANCY ANNOUNCED
Dwight Spencer, alternate member, has resigned from the Transit Authority; therefore, there is one vacancy for consideration.  No nominations were made.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY ATTORNEY
RALEIGH/DURHAM AIRPORT – LAND SALE - AUTHORIZED
City Attorney McCormick pointed out he provided Council members with a memorandum which indicates the Airport Authority wishes to sell a 7.8 acre tract of land it owns which straddles the Wake and Durham County line.  The land is severed from the main airport area by I-540.  The Authority would like to get the property into private hands for development and returned to the tax rolls.  Because the property was acquired prior to the Authority’s reorganization some years ago, the title to the property is in the name of the four partner units of governments – Wake County, the City of Raleigh, Durham County and the City of Durham.  He stated at the Authority’s request is asking the City Council to consent to the conveyance and authorization for the City Manager to execute the deed of conveyance when the property is sold.  He stated he had provided Council members with a location map.  The property was acquired by Authority money.  Ms. Taliaferro moved the Attorney’s recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on 8-0 vote.
WORKMEN’S COMP – CLEARANCE OF CASE - AUTHORIZED
City Attorney McCormick indicated over the last few years the City Manager, Chief Financial Officer and he have been working trying to clear out some of the old workmen’s comp cases so we would have a more definite idea of ongoing cases, etc.  He stated we have a case that is some 20 years old and a settlement agreement has been reached.  The City could go ahead and make the payment and then file with our excess carrier for reimbursement.  He stated the settlement amount is over his authorized limit, pointing out the settlement is $410,074.  He stated this could be paid and then the reimbursement would come in from the excess carrier.  In response to questioning it was pointed out it was a City employee who was run over by a truck driven by another City employee.  Mr. Crowder moved the Attorney’s recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK
MINUTES – MAY 2, 2006 – APPROVED AS PRESENTED
Council members received in their agenda packet copies of the minutes of the May 2, 2006 Council meeting.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the minutes as submitted.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on 8-0 vote.
ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business Mayor Meeker announced the meeting adjourned at 3:15 p.m.  Mayor Meeker pointed out the Council would meet at 6:30 p.m. in a joint hearing with the Planning Commission.  Minutes of that section of the meeting are covered by a separate set.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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