
City Council Minutes


June 6, 2006


COUNCIL MINUTES
The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 6, 2006, in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, 222 W. Hargett Street, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.

Mayor Meeker, Presiding

Mr. West

Mr. Craven

Mr. Crowder

Mr. Isley

Ms. Kekas

Mr. Stephenson

Ms. Taliaferro

Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Council Member Craven.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Council Member Stephenson.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECONGITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS
KENYA REPRESENTATIVES – RECOGNIZED
Mayor Meeker recognized a group of citizens from Kenya and presented them with a book on the history of Raleigh.  In accepting the book one of the representatives stated he is a member of the City Council in his town and brought greetings from the Mayor of that town.  He stated they were present to see how the City of Raleigh conducts their meetings.
PERSONNEL – JOE BLOMQUIST – HONORED
Mayor Meeker recognized Joe Blomquist who had served 24 years as Animal Control Supervisor in the City of Raleigh.  He stated Mr. Blomquist is retiring and presented him with a certificate which indicated a green ash tree will be planted in Oakwood Park in honor of Mr. Blomquist’s service to the City of Raleigh.  In accepting the certificate Mr. Blomquist pointed out he had enjoyed his employment with the City of Raleigh.  He enjoys assisting citizens, doing a good job and looking after animal welfare.  He stated he will be joining the State as Animal Outreach Coordinator and pointed out he looks forward to his new employment.

HOME FOR EVERY AMERICAN – HONOR ACCEPTED
County Commissioner Phil Jeffries indicated in May he went to Denver, Colorado to receive a Home For Every American award on behalf of Wake County, the City of Raleigh and the other municipalities in the County who have been working with the Ending Homelessness Program.  He stated this is the first time the award had been given in over 15 years.  He talked about the program and commended all pointing out it is an award that all of the residents of the cities and residents of Wake County should be very proud.

CERTIFICATE OF APPOINTMENT – PRESENTATION MADE

Mayor Meeker explained the Certificate of Appointment presentation and presented a certificate to Greg Barley who was recently reappointed to the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board.

CAROLINA HURRICANES – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mayor Meeker congratulated the Carolina Hurricanes on the win in the first game of the Stanley Cup finals.  He stated it was a great game and the Hurricanes scored 5 goals in the last 23 or 24 minutes.  He stated it has been a fantastic series and it is an outstanding team.  He stated once the Stanley Cup finals are over a celebration will be held regardless of the outcome.

CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED
Mayor Meeker presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and maybe enacted by one motion.  If a Councilor requests discussion on an item the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  He explained the vote on the Consent Agenda will be a roll call vote.  Mayor Meeker stated he had received the following requests to withdraw items from the Consent Agenda:  Central Business District Solid Waste Collection Plan (Taliaferro/Crowder/Isley); Investment Policy (Taliaferro); Brier Creek School Park Joint Use Agreement (Isley); Capital Area Transit/Triangle Transit Authority (Meeker); Municipal Agreement – Harrington Grove Subdivision (Taliaferro/Isley); Utility Acreage Fee Area (Crowder); Temporary Street Closing – 700 Block of McCulloch Street (Meeker).  Without objection those items were withdrawn from the Consent Agenda.  Ms. Taliaferro moved Administration’s recommendations on the remaining items on the Consent Agenda be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  The items on the Consent Agenda were as follows.

WALNUT TERRACE – CERTIFICATION OF CONSISTENCY – MAYOR AUTHORIZED TO SIGN
The Consolidated Plan incorporates efforts by the Raleigh Housing Authority to establish long range goals to provide affordable housing to very low-income residents.  Included in the Plan for fiscal years 2005-2010 is a description of the Raleigh Housing Authority’s goals for capital improvements and policies that support the needs of its residents.  The Housing Authority meets with agency residents and the RHA Board of Commissioners approves the Plan.  The Raleigh Housing Authority has consistently been rated as a High Performer by the Department of Housing and Urban Development.

The Community Development staff has reviewed the request for certification for the Walnut Terrace Redevelopment Plan and has determined it is consistent with the City of Raleigh’s adopted Five Year Consolidated Plan.

Recommendation:  Approve the Mayor’s signature on the Certification of Consistency with the City’s Consolidated Plan for the Raleigh Housing Authority’s Walnut Terrace Redevelopment Plan.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Meeker – 8 ayes.
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS RESPONSE - AGREEMENT WITH WAKE COUNTY – APPROVED
The City of Raleigh Fire Department has been under contract with Wake County to provide hazardous materials response in Wake County outside the City limits of Raleigh. The County has proposed a two-year agreement to continue this service for fiscal years 2006 and 2007.  Compensation will be $161,503.41 for FY06 and $189,059 for FY07. Permission is requested to enter into this agreement with the County.

Recommendation:  Approve agreement.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Meeker – 8 ayes.

HOPE VI GRANT APPLICATION FOR WALNUT TERRACE – ADMINISTRATION TO NEGOTIATE MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT WITH RALEIGH HOUSING AUTHORITY
RHA is requesting the City support its application for a HOPE VI grant to redevelop the Walnut Terrace public housing community.  RHA is requesting the City convey an area of land that covers 12 parcels totaling less than two acres, landscape a section of the street adjoining the Keeter Fire Training Center and commit to at least a 5 year relationship for programming/staffing the Walnut Terrace Community Center and covering the operating expenses of the center.

Recommendation:  Authorize negotiation of a memorandum of agreement with RHA to support their HOPE VI grant application.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Meeker – 8 ayes.
TRANSIT MANAGEMENT SERVICES – CONTRACT WITH ATC/CONNEX TRANSIT, INC. – APPROVED
On April 13, 2006 the Raleigh Transit Authority recommended ATC/Connex Transit, Inc., to the Raleigh City Council for award of a three year management contract with two one year options.  The contract is for the management and day to day operational oversight of Capital Area Transit.  On May 2, 2006 the Raleigh City Council awarded the contract to ATC/Connex Transit, Inc.

Funding is available in the account 410-2630-70802-580.  A copy of the contract was in the agenda packet.

The City Attorney has reviewed the proposed contract.

Recommendation:  Approve execution of the contract by the City Manager.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Meeker – 8 ayes.
TRIANGLE REGIONAL MODELING SERVICES – CONTRACT APPROVED FOR EXECUTION
The City of Raleigh, as host government for the lead planning agency of the North Carolina Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (CAMPO), participates in supporting the Triangle Regional Travel Demand Modeling (TRM) Program Service Bureau provided by the Institute of Transportation Research and Education (ITRE) at North Carolina State University.  Funding partners for this program, now in its fourth year, include the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT), the Triangle Transit Authority (TTA) and the Durham-Chapel Hill-Carrboro Urban Area (DCHC) MPO.  CAMPO is funded by a Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) grant as well as contributions from member municipalities/organizations that pay a pro-rata share of the expenditures as the local funding portion of the grant.

The purpose of this agreement is to revise the reimbursement process from the one currently used that goes from the City through NCDOT to ITRE to being directly between the City and ITRE.  If approved, this will substantially reduce invoicing and payment requirements.  The Triangle Regional Model Service Bureau, North Carolina State University, will invoice CAMPO on a quarterly basis, for a portion of the annual cost of TRM Services.  A portion of the costs for FY 2007, approximately one quarter of the total TRM program budget, was approved by the CAMPO Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) on April 19, 2006, in its adopted FY 2007 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP).  The program cost for subsequent fiscal years will be based on the TAC-approved UPWP adopted for each fiscal year.  Funding is available in account number 810-7402-70890-982.  This agreement has been reviewed by the City Attorney’s Office.  A copy of the proposed agreement was in the agenda packet.
Recommendation:  Approve execution of the agreement for the Triangle Regional Modeling Services by the City Manager.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Meeker – 8 ayes.
ANNEXATION PETITIONS – FIELDSTONE CROSSINGS CUD; TRICITY BUILDING PRODUCTS; MAYBROOK FOREST AND PAT’S BRANCH DRIVE – REFERRED TO CITY CLERK TO CHECK SUFFICIENCY AND SCHEDULE HEARINGS
The agenda presented the following petitions for annexation:
Area Name Contiguous
Petitioner
Acres
Proposed Use
Fieldstone Crossing CUD
Michael Thomasson, 
26.72
Residential


   Fieldstone, LLC 
Pat’s Branch Drive 
Ronald J. Mikesh
9.32
Residential

   Subdivision
TriCity Building Products
Scott Stone, Masco Contractor
1.89
Industrial


   Services East Inc.
Maybrook Forest, Phase I
Don H. Perry, Ryan Perry 
37.77
Residential


   and Mike E. Jordan, 

   Maybrook Associates, LLC

Recommendation:

a. That these annexation petitions be acknowledged and that Council request the City Clerk to check their sufficiency pursuant to State statutes, and except as noted below, and if found sufficient advertise for public hearings on Tuesday, June 20, 2006.

b. That the above Pat’s Branch Subdivision and Maybrook Forest, Phase I annexation petitions be acknowledged and that the Council request the City Clerk to check their sufficiency pursuant to State statutes and if found sufficient advertise for public hearings on Tuesday, July, 11, 2006.

Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Meeker – 8 ayes.
PARADE ROUTES – 2600 BLOCK OF GLEN BURNIE DRIVE AND 2006 RALEIGH CHRISTMAS PARADE – APPROVED SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS
The agenda presented the following requested parade routes:

2600 Block of Glen Burnie Drive

Tom Melton, representing the Meredith Woods Subdivision, requests a street closure on Tuesday, July 4, 2006 from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. for a parade.

2006 Raleigh Christmas Parade

John Odom, representing the Greater Raleigh Merchants Association, requests various street closures on Saturday, November 18, 2006 from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. for the 2006 Raleigh Christmas Parade.

The requested rain date is Sunday, November 19, 2006 from 12:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Recommendation:  Approval of the parade routes subject to conditions noted on the reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Meeker – 8 ayes.
ROAD RACE – AUTISM SOCIETY – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS
Nancy Huber, representing the Autism Society of North Carolina, requests various street closures on Saturday, October 14, 2006 from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. for a road race.

Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Meeker – 8 ayes.
STREET CLOSINGS – VARIOUS EVENTS ON VARIOUS DATES – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY
The agenda presented the following requests for temporary streets closings.

2300 Block of Sapphire Valley Drive

Mark Echols, representing his neighborhood, requests a street closure on Saturday, July 1, 2006 from 6:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. for a neighborhood party.

300 Block of Branch Street, between Bloodworth and Person

Eddie Cobb, representing his neighborhood, requests a street closure on Tuesday, July 4, 2006 from 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. for a neighborhood block party.

He also requests waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.

00 Block of Edenton Street

Raymond Beck, representing the North Carolina Department of Cultural Resources, requests a street closure on Tuesday, July 4, 2006 from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. for July 4th festivities.

100 and 200 Block of Maple Street

Barbara Hudson, representing Grace AME Zion Church, requests a street closure on Saturday, July 8, 2006 from 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. for a Community Outreach Day.

The requested rain date is Saturday, July 15, 2006 from 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

100 Block of North West Street

Tom Fuls, representing the Blue Martini, requests a street closure on Friday, July 14, 2006 from 4:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m. for outdoor entertainment fundraising events.

He also requests waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.

1200 and 1300 Blocks of Boyer Street

Velma Champlain, representing the First Church of God Ministries, requests a street closure on Saturday, August 19, 2006 from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. for a Community Outreach Celebration.

100 Block of East Cabarrus Street

Pat Dickenson, representing the Lincoln Theater, requests a street closure on Saturday, September 9, 2006 at 10:00 a.m. to September 10, 2006 at 2:00 a.m. for an outdoor musical event.

She also requests waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.

Recommendation:  Approval of the various street closings subject to conditions noted on the reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Meeker – 8 ayes.
FEMA FLOODWAY MODIFICATIONS – SUNNYBROOK DRIVE BRIDGE REPLACEMENT OVER MARSH CREEK – PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZED FOR JULY 25, 2006
On December 20, 2004, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) approved the floodway modification report submitted in association with the Stonybrook Drive Bridge Replacement project.  As we near the completion of the project’s design, it is now appropriate to schedule a public hearing to consider the adoption of the modification pursuant to regulations found in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), of which the City is a participant.

According to the City’s floodplain regulations, this floodway modification must be heard at a joint public meeting of the City Council and Planning Commission.

Recommendation:  Schedule a public hearing on Tuesday, July 25, 2006, to consider the FEMA approved floodway modification.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Meeker – 8 ayes.
TEXT CHANGE-10-06 – FLOOD PLAIN ORDINANCE UPDATES – PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZED FOR JULY 25, 2006
During the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) review of our floodplain ordinance updates, a few changes were recommended.  These changes include naming conventions and the addition of definitions to aid in clarifying our Flood Ordinance.  A text change of this type must be heard at joint public hearing of the City Council and Planning Commission.  The next joint hearing is Tuesday, July 25, 2006.

Recommendation:  Approve the request for a public hearing on Tuesday, July 25, 2006 for this change to Part 10 Chapter 4 of Raleigh City Code.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Meeker – 8 ayes.
TEXT CHANGE-11-06 – SEDIMENTATION POLLUTION ACT – PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZED FOR JULY 25, 2006
The state of North Carolina recently approved changes to its Sedimentation Pollution Act.  As part of these changes the time limit for stabilization of a disturbed area has changed to 21 calendar days.  The City’s code currently prescribes 15 business days or 60 calendar days for stabilization.  This needs to be changed to match the State’s minimums.  A text change of this type must be heard at joint public hearing of the City Council and Planning Commission.  The next joint hearing is Tuesday, July 25, 2006.

Recommendation:  Approve the request for a Public Hearing on Tuesday, July 25, 2006 for this change to Part 10 Chapter 5 of Raleigh City Code.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Meeker – 8 ayes.
REZONING SCHEDULE – JULY – APPROVED
The Planning Department has received 10 requests for rezoning to be held at the Tuesday, July 25, 2006 public hearing.  There may be several text changes and comprehensive plan amendments.

Recommendation:  One hearing to be scheduled at 6:30 p.m. on the evening of Tuesday, July 25, 2006 and that the zoning tour be held on Monday, July 24, 2006 at 8:30 a.m.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Meeker – 8 ayes.
EASEMENT – RALEIGH CONVENTION CENTER JOINT AND ACCESS EASEMENTS – MAYOR AUTHORIZED TO SIGN
The Convention Center, Parking Deck and Hotel have been designed and developed, and are intended to be permitted, constructed and used as a Unified Development pursuant to and as an alternate method of compliance with N.C. State Building Code Section 406.3.7.  The N.C. Department of Insurance requires the recordation of this acknowledgment and declaration in connection with the issuance of permits, and the eventual issuance of certificates of occupancy relying upon the alternate form of compliance with the above referenced Building Code provisions.

Recommendation:  Authorize the Mayor to execute the Joint and Reciprocal Access Easements as prepared by the Office of the City Attorney.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Meeker – 8 ayes.
EASEMENT – 12804 STRICKLAND ROAD – APPROVED
A request has been received from Stephen Eastman for sanitary sewer easement on City of Raleigh property located at 12804 Strickland Road.  A report was in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve the easement request.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Meeker – 8 ayes.
WAYFINDING – DOWNTOWN – ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZED TO NEOGITATE CONTRACT WITH CORBIN DESIGN
A Request for Proposals seeking consultants for the development of a way finding plan and system for Downtown was solicited.  The contract, once negotiated, will be phased over several years, with work completed in 2008 pending funding.  Fifteen proposals were received.  After interviewing six firms and checking references, Corbin Design is the preferred consultant.  Funding for the first two phases of the four-phase recommended system development is currently in place through a combination of current City funds and private donations, with the balance to be requested through future CIP funding.
Recommendation:  Authorization to negotiate with Corbin Design on the development of a way finding plan and system for Downtown and approve the budget amendment listed.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Meeker – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 28TF46.
RIGHT-OF-WAY INVENTORY PROJECT – CITY MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE CONTRACT WITH DATA TRANSFER SOLUTIONS
Based on a comprehensive review of the submitted proposals for the City of Raleigh Right of Way Inventory Project, it is recommended that Data Transfer Solutions be selected as the most qualified vendor and that a negotiated contract be pursued.  The top two vendors were Data Transfer Solutions and Arcadis.

As documented in the memo in the agenda packet, six vendors submitted proposals.  The proposals were evaluated by a team comprised of employees from Transportation Operations, Information Technology, and the Enterprise Project Management Office.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to negotiate a contract with Data Transfer Solutions to conduct the City of Raleigh Right of Way Inventory Project.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Meeker – 8 ayes.
ATHLETIC STADIUM – FEASIBILITY STUDY – CONTRACT WITH HVS INTERNATIONAL CONSULTING APPROVED
During the January 17, 2006 Council meeting, the City Council appropriated $37,500 for a consultant to perform a feasibility study for a Joint Multipurpose Athletic Stadium between St. Augustine’s College, Shaw University, the City of Raleigh and Wake County.  City staff, in collaboration with Wake County, issued a Request for Proposals (RFP) for the feasibility study and received two responses.  Based on the respondents’ presentation, qualifications, background and references, HVS International Consulting was selected as the consultant to do the feasibility study for the stadium.  The consultants’ presentations were reviewed by participants from the City of Raleigh, Wake County, Shaw University and St. Augustine’s College.  Each response was within the budgeted funds.

Recommendation:  Approve HVS International Consulting as the consultants for the Joint Multipurpose Athletic Stadium Feasibility Study.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Meeker – 8 ayes.
WATER DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM WATER QUALITY STUDY – AMENDMENT #2/HAZEN AND SAWYER – APPROVED – FUNDS TRANSFERRED
The City currently has an agreement with Hazen and Sawyer, P.C., for the Water Quality Study of Raleigh’s Water Distribution System Project.  Amendment #2 in the amount of $65,000 is for preparation of the Initial Distribution System Evaluation (IDSE) plan as required for submission to the United States Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA) by October 1, 2006.  Work will also include water quality model calibration and preparing/submitting the final IDSE Report.

Recommendation:  Approve Amendment #2 and the budgetary transfer.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Meeker – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance TF46.
STREET CLOSING-STC-7-06 – BAILEYWICK ROAD – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED
Kacey S. Ragsdale, of Poyner and Spruill, LLP, agent for YMCA of the Triangle Area, Inc., is petitioning to close a portion of Baileywick Road east of the Baileywick/Harvest Oaks Drive intersection and west of the common corner of the YMCA property (southern most) and Six Forks Baptist Church of Raleigh (western most).

Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution authorizing a public hearing on Tuesday, July 11, 2006.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Meeker – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 910.
BUDGET AMENDMENTS – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
The agenda presented the following recommended budget amendments:

Administrative Services - $638,295.00 – to appropriate funds for installment payments due on the purchase of real property.  Payment represents the second of three payments to which the City is obligated.  This relates to the Mt. Herman/Bobby Murray Installment Debt.
Administrative Services - $685,227.00 – during preparation of the FY06 budget, the cost for Utility Billing indirect costs was omitted from the Public Utilities reimbursement to the General Fund.  These costs are reimbursed to the General Fund to cover the indirect costs incurred by Utility Billing during the billing and customer support functions provided on behalf of Public Utilities.

Convention Center - $168,465.00 – to amend Convention Center Budget to fund the production and presentation of the Boat Show and other event activities not provided for in the FY 06 Budget.

Parks and Recreation - $59,000.00 – to increase revenues and expenditures to accommodate greater interest and participation in aquatic instruction programs offered by the Parks and Recreation Department.

Planning - $24,500.00 – to appropriate funds from Wake County per Interlocal Agreement dated June 21, 2005 to provide services for designation and administration of historic landmarks located within the City of Raleigh.

Police - $4,324.13 – to budget accounts for a grant awarded by the US Department of Justice which will reimburse the City 50% of the cost of Police vests recently purchased.  Grant funds must be appropriated in order to reimburse the General Fund, from which the vests were purchased.

Public Works - $107,000.00 – the current three-year contract with ACS for the management of the SafeLight program expired in March.  This contract includes the option of extending the contract by two years.  Staff has been negotiating the terms of this renewal to determine if the extension should be exercised with ACS.  At the March 7, 2006 meeting, Council authorized staff to enter into a month to month fixed fee contract with ACS to eliminate any gap in program services.  This amendment will revise the budget to continue contractual services per the March 7 Council directive.

The agenda presented the revenue and expenditure accounts involved in the recommended budget amendments.
Recommendation:  Approval of the budget amendments as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Meeker – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 28TF46.
TRANSFERS – WITHIN VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
The agenda presented recommended transfers in the departments of City Clerk, Convention Center, Public Utilities and Public Works Departments.  The agenda outlined the code accounts involved and the reasons for the recommended transfers.

Recommendation:  Approval of transfers as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Meeker – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 28TF46.

PU 1991-12 – WIMBISH LANE – PROJECT DROPPED
P.U. 1991-12, a sewer main extension along Wimbish Lane between Lead Mine Road and Montcastle Court was previously approved by Council on November 5, 1991.  The sewer to serve the requestor’s property was installed under a different P.U. work order.

Recommendation:  Delete this previously approved project.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Meeker – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 911.
TRAFFIC – WEST CABARRUS STREET – PARKING AND CHANNELIZATION CHANGES – APPROVED
The agenda presented recommended changes in the traffic code relating to West Cabarrus Street parking and channelization changes.  The agenda outlined the exact locations involved pointing out these recommendations are made in response to a request from Amtrak for assistance with improving traffic and parking operations at the Amtrak Station on Cabarrus Street.

Recommendation:  Approval of the traffic changes as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Meeker – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 29.

END OF CONSENT AGENDA

SOLID WASTE COLLECTION PLAN – CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
A change in the fee structure and collection procedures for the Central Business District (CBD) is requested.  Under the proposed plan CBD customers will be required to purchase specially marked bags or rollout carts from the City.  Proposed fees are $1 per bag or $30 per month for use of a 96-gallon cart.  The container requirements and fee changes would become effective July 1, 2006 in conjunction with the implementation of a free, voluntary recycling program in the CBD.

Recommendation:  Approve the Pay-As-You-Throw system for the CBD and approve by resolution the charges for the collection services as presented to become effective July 1, 2006.

Ms. Taliaferro stated she had withdrawn this item from the Consent Agenda as it appears that the Central Business District will be treated quite differently that the rest of the City as it relates to solid waste collection and she would like to review this before moving forward.  Mayor Meeker stated without objection the item would be referred to Public Works Committee.  The item was so referred.

INVESTMENT POLICY – ADOPTED
During 2004-05, the City implemented new accounting standards relating to deposits and investments.  As noted in the review of the June 30, 2005 financial statements, the standards now require disclosure of the City’s adopted investment policy.  If the City Council has not adopted an investment policy, a statement that the City does not have, or is not required to have, a formal policy is required.  While the Finance Department has long managed its investments under a written investment policy, this has not previously been formally adopted by the City Council.  To comply with the new accounting standards, the City’s Chief Financial Officer is submitting this investment policy for adoption by the City Council.

A copy of the investment policy is in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Adopt the investment policy.

Ms. Taliaferro stated this came up in the discussions of the CAFR report indicating as she understands we do not have a written policy pointing out she would like to discuss the external management/internal management and the differences.  City Manager Allen pointed out the City does have a written investment policy; however, it had not been approved by the City Council.  Ms. Taliaferro questioned the ratio of funds invested internally versus externally or contract arrangements.  Chief Financial Officer James pointed out we have approximately $40 million with external contract investments and it is divided between Brown Booth and Voyager.  He stated there are a number of control aspects.  The external investors are held to the same standards, however, it provides us with a little more ability as it relates to buying, selling, etc.  The City normally buys and holds whereas the external investments are bought and sold more.  Ms. Taliaferro stated as she understands they are held to the same liquidly needs and she just wanted to make sure that we are not putting our money at risk.  Mr. James pointed out they are active managers and submit everything to the City.  They have the requirement of keeping the funds in a state that could provide liquidly if needed.  Ms. Taliaferro questioned if we have the statutory authority or ability to have external investments with Mr. James pointed out this has been discussed and concurred with by the Local Government Commission and the City Attorney.  Ms. Taliaferro questioned if there is anything in our investment policy that would keep the internal/external investment at the same level it is now or at a specific level.  City Attorney McCormick indicated there are no specific technical limits but if we got too much above the percentage we are now he feels the local Government Commission would express concern.  Ms. Taliaferro stated as long as we stay at the present percentage that is $40 million out of $200 million it seems reasonable but she would not like to see it go higher.  Ms. Taliaferro moved approval of the City’s investment policy as presented.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted an 8-0 vote.
BRIER CREEK SCHOOL PARK – JOINT USE AGREEMENT – APPROVED
The partnership with the City of Raleigh and the Wake County Board of Education has allowed for the construction of an elementary school and park in the Brier Creek community which will be open this fall and used jointly.  The agreement in the agenda packet outlines the terms of the joint use.  The City will have a long term lease for the gymnasium which was built partially with City funds on School Board property.  There are a few remaining details which need to be modified in the agreement which can be negotiated between the City Manager and the Superintendent.

Recommendation:  Approve subject to final review by the City Manager.  Mr. Isley stated he withdrew this from the Consent Agenda pointing out this agreement has been a long time coming.  He expressed appreciation to the staff and the City Attorney for their work on getting this agreement to this level.  Mr. Isley moved approval of the joint use agreement as presented.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
CAPITAL AREA TRANSIT AND TRIANGLE TRANSIT AUTHORITY – MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT – APPROVED
On November 7, 2005 Capital Area Transit (CAT) began express service to the Brier Creek retail centers in West Raleigh.  Service to this area is being provided in cooperation with Triangle Transit Authority (TTA) and Durham Area Transit Authority (DATA).  Each of these systems are providing service to the Brier Creek retail centers; thereby, creating the opportunity for citizens to transfer between the three transit systems.  The majority of this service will initially be funded by a Federal Transit Administration Reverse Commute grant secured by TTA.  Reverse Commute grants are distributed to provide transit links to employment centers, primarily bringing workers from within urban centers to outlying jobs in the suburbs.  Nine trips per day will be provided between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m., Monday through Saturday.

The Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) defines the terms and conditions to be followed by each participating system.  Specifically, the MOA defines the financial structure, reporting and termination for convenience procedures.  The MOA provides CAT with a guaranteed 69% reimbursement of net cost in FY 2006.  Net costs shall be calculated as the number of revenue hours operated multiplied by the hourly rate less the amount of fare revenue generated on the route.  For FY 2007, the City of Raleigh will act as the grantee and will bill TTA for 25% of the net cost as defined in the agreement.  The JARC grant to be secured by the City of Raleigh will fund 50% of the net costs.

The Raleigh Transit Authority recommended that the Raleigh City Council execute the MOA at its regularly scheduled meeting on October 13, 2005.  A copy of the MOA is in the agenda packet.  All revenue received as a result of the MOA will be directed to account number 410-2630-53290-580.  The City Attorney has reviewed the agreement.

Recommendation:  Approve execution of the Memorandum of Agreement by the City Manager.
Mayor Meeker pointed out he had withdrawn this from the Consent Agenda to disclose the fact that some members of his firm are involved with the Triangle Transit Authority and asked the City Attorney’s direction as to whether he should participate.  City Attorney McCormick indicated the connection is not direct enough to cause the Mayor to have to disqualify himself from voting on this issue.

Mr. Crowder moved approval of the memorandum of agreement as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Isley who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-1 vote.
HARRINGTON GROVE SUBDIVISION – MUNICIPAL AGREEMENT WITH STATE DOT – APPROVED
A municipal agreement has been developed between the City of Raleigh and the North Carolina Department of Transportation to provide for the City of Raleigh participation in funding for repairs to streets in the Harrington Grove Subdivision by the North Carolina Department of Transportation.  Although Harrington Grove Subdivision was annexed a number of years ago, the City of Raleigh did not accept maintenance of these State streets due to the state of maintenance.  The City has agreed to accept these streets once they are brought up to an acceptable state of maintenance.  The City’s participation in funding these repairs will expedite this repair work and the City’s acceptance of these streets onto the City Maintained Street System.

The agreement lays out a schedule of streets to be repaired this calendar year and provides for the City to reimburse the NCDOT $50,000 upon completion of the repair work and acceptance of the streets onto the City Street System.  The agreement also provides for the City to make a final reimbursement payment of $50,000 to NCDOT once the remaining NCDOT streets in the subdivision have been repaired and accepted onto the City System.

Funds for these reimbursement payments are available in Account No. 525-8386-79001-975.  This agreement has been reviewed by the City Attorney’s Office.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the municipal agreement.

Ms. Taliaferro stated she had withdrawn this from the Consent Agenda pointing out she has concerns that this area maybe being treated differently.  She asked the status of the State’s participation in bringing the streets up to standard.  Mayor Meeker pointed out there have been a number of meetings and explained the State has very limited resurfacing funds.  He explained the State has been encouraged to get the streets up to standards so the City could accept them.  He pointed out he and City staff had not been getting too far with the State and after a number of meetings with the neighborhood the Public Works Director and he decided to make this recommendation.

Mr. Isley pointed out he wants to see the streets paved and brought up to standards but frankly he is “miffed” at the way the State treats the City of Raleigh.  He pointed out he is glad to see this project moving forward but is just disgusted that the State does not meet its responsibilities.  Ms. Taliaferro questioned how much money we are talking about with it being pointed out in the hundred thousand dollar range.  Ms. Taliaferro stated she is supportive of this but pointed out there are several areas in her district where the streets are in disrepair and the communities do not have the wherewithal to get them brought up to standards.  She stated she hopes we can be open minded and address other areas that are in similar situations.  Mayor Meeker moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro.  Mr. Craven asked about the total cost with Public Works Director Dawson pointing out it is approximately $1.2 million and explained the mechanics of how the finances will work.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
UTILITY ACREAGE FEE – ROLESVILLE/KNIGHTDALE AREAS – APPROVED
Due to the mergers of the Rolesville and Knightdale utility systems with the City’s utility system, it is necessary to set up new Utility Acreage Fee Areas.  These areas will be designated as “02” for Rolesville and “03” for Knightdale and will be used to identify the reimbursement projects in the Rolesville and Knightdale areas.

Recommendation:  Concur in the addition of Acreage Fee Area 02 for Rolesville, retroactive to January 1, 2002 and Acreage Fee Area 03 for Knightdale retroactive to May 1, 2006.

Mr. Crowder stated he had withdrawn this from the Consent Agenda as he would like to see some type of economic performa as to how the merged systems are being funded.  He would like for our financial people to provide that information.  He stated every time he asks he is told that everything is being paid for by the municipality but our fees and rates to our citizens seem to keep going up.  He would like to see how much upfront cost there is to the City of Raleigh when we do a merger.  He stated he knows this cost doesn’t go against acreage fees but he would like some type financial model or performa on Raleigh’s cost.
City Manager Allen stated that information could be provided as we do a performa, cost assessment, capital cost, etc., prior to any merger.  He stated the Council asked for that information at the Budget Work Session and it will come back to the Council as a budget note.  He stated, however, this issue really has nothing to do with that this is just designating a reimbursement area and doesn’t change the merger formula or fees.  Mr. Crowder moved approval as recommended pointing out he would wait for the information in the budget note.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

STREET CLOSING – 700 BLOCK OF MCCULLOCH STREET – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS
Mayor Meeker stated he had withdrawn this item from the Consent Agenda as his wife is the applicant in this case, therefore, he would like to be excused from participation in the matter.  Mr. Crowder moved the Mayor be excused from participation in the item relating to the street closing in the 700 block of McCulloch Street.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
Mayor Pro Tem West took the chair.

The agenda indicated Ann McLaurin representing the Boylan Heights neighborhood had requested a street closure in the 700 block of McCulloch Street on Friday, June 9, 2006 from 5:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. for a graduation celebration.
Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.  Mr. Crowder moved approval of the street closing as recommended.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Mayor excused).  The Mayor Pro Tem ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED
Mayor Meeker presented the Planning Commission Consent Agenda indicating it would be handled in the same manner as the regular consent agenda.  The vote on the Planning Commission Consent Agenda would be a roll call vote.  Mayor Meeker stated he had received the following requests to withdraw items from the Planning Commission Consent Agenda:  TC-3-06 – Stormwater Regulations (Craven); SP-70-05 – TTA NCSU Station (Meeker/Craven/Isley); SP-9-06 – Lafayette Retail Center (Craven).  Without objection those items were withdrawn from the Planning Commission Consent Agenda.  Ms. Taliaferro moved the Planning Commission’s recommendations on the remaining items on the Consent Agenda be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  The items on the Planning Commission Consent Agenda were as follows.
REZONING Z-1-06 – OLD WAKE FOREST ROAD – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
This request is to rezone approximately 72.27 acres, currently zoned Thoroughfare District Conditional Use and Residential-10 with Special Highway Overlay District-1.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Shopping Center Conditional Use with Special Highway Overlay District-1.

CR-10985 from the Planning Commission finds that the proposal is inconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan.  Based on the Findings and Reasons of this document, the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved in accordance with the conditions and concept plan dated May 24, 2006.  Planning Commission’s recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 30ZC589.
REZONING Z-31-06 – WEST HARGETT STREET – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
This request is to rezone approximately 0.37 acre, currently zoned Industrial-2.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Residential-10 (0.13 acre) and Industrial-2 (0.24 acre) with Downtown Overlay District.

CR-10986 from the Planning Commission finds that the proposed rezoning is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and that this request be approved.  Planning Commission’s recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 30ZC589.
REZONING Z-35-06 – SPRING FOREST ROAD – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
This request is to rezone approximately 19.36 acres, currently zoned Rural Residential with Special Highway Overlay Disrtict-3.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Residential-10 Conditional Use.

CR-10987 from the Planning Commission finds that the proposed rezoning is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated May 25, 2006.  Planning Commission’s recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 30ZC589.
TC-8-06 – NORTH CAROLINA BUILDING CODE/2006 EDITION – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
This text change proposes to update the City’s Building Code in order to conform to the recently adopted 2006 Edition of the North Carolina Building Code, effective July 1, 2006.

CR-10989 from the Planning Commission recommends that this text change be approved.  Planning Commission’s recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 31TC285.

SNC-2-06 – FRENCH DRIVE CHANGED TO FRENCHWOOD DRIVE – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
This request is to approve a street name change from French Drive to Frenchwood Drive, pursuant to Standard Procedure 900-9(D) regarding 100% property owner approval of non-duplicative street name.

CR-10990 from the Planning Commission recommends that the name French Drive be changed to Frenchwood Drive and that this name change be made effective June 30, 2006.  Planning Commission’s recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 912.

S-79-05 – SHAW UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY RESEARCH ADDITION – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS
This is a request to approve a 30,927 square foot addition to an existing 150,184 square foot campus on 8.8 acres.  This site is zoned Office & Institution-2; additionally, this plan is proposing 9 parking spaces.  The addition is an expansion to the existing science building (31,801 square feet) located at the North West corner of the site.  This site plan was submitted prior to the elimination of the Downtown off-street parking exempt area.  This site plan requires City Council approval pursuant to Section 10-2132.2(b).

CR-10992 from the Planning Commission recommends approval with conditions.  Planning Commission’s recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 8 ayes.

END OF PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA
TC-3-06 – STORMWATER REGULATIONS – NITROGEN REDUCTION – TO BE PLACED ON JUNE 20, 2006 AGENDA AS A SPECIAL ITEM; DIRECTION GIVEN
This text change proposes to amend the Zoning Code regarding nitrogen offset fees to incorporate the name of the North Carolina State fund and to reflect the current fee and fund name as adopted by the State.

CR-10988 from the Planning Commission recommends that this text change be approved.  Planning Commission Chairman Everett explained the issue and the Planning Commission’s discussion.  He stated most of the discussion at the Planning Commission was the fact that many folks in the industry did not know that these increases were coming on and the Planning Commission felt that the City Council should contact the State and other officials and discuss how such changes were made without proper or meaningful notification to the public.  He pointed out they have changed how several fees are calculated and new legislation went into effect March 1.  He stated this text change will simply get our regulations in line with what the State has already adopted.
Planner Hallam pointed out he felt there is a request from the industry that this be reevaluated and some changes maybe forthcoming.  In response to questioning from the Mayor, City Attorney McCormick explained at this point the City of Raleigh is obligated to make the change.  If additional changes come along we could follow suite on those.  Mr. Craven questioned the timeline for implementing TC-3 with City Attorney McCormick pointing out it has already been enacted by the State.  He explained we should have already enacted this but the City of Raleigh did not get any more notice than anyone else.  Mr. Craven expressed concern pointing out he understands these changes only apply in the Neuse Basin.  They do not apply to Charlotte, Greensboro or other cities our size.  He would prefer not to see these increases put in place.  Brief discussion took place as to whether there indeed has been a request for a repeal or reevaluation after which Mayor Meeker suggested holding the item and placing it on the June 20 agenda to receive a report from the City Attorney as to what is happening on this issue at the General Assembly.

SP-70-05 – TTA NCSU STATION – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS
Mayor Meeker stated he had asked that this be withdrawn from the Planning Commission Consent Agenda in order for him to disclose his law firm’s association with the TTA, however, he understands he does not have to excuse himself from participation but wanted to make the same disclosure that he normally makes relative to TTA.
This request is to approve a TTA transit station facility on a portion of the North Carolina State University campus.  The site area is 1.09 acres, zoned Office &Institution-1.  This plan requires final approval by the Planning Commission, in accordance with 10-2081, as a parking study is required to be approved by either the Planning Commission or City Council.  This proposal requires final approval from the Planning Commission.

CR-10991 from the Planning Commission recommends approval with conditions.  Mr. Craven questioned if this is a bus or a train transfer station with Planning Commission Chairman Everett pointing out it is a TTA train transit facility.  Mr. Craven stated that means the TTA is still planning for trains with it being pointed out we are still incorporating the planning for trains in our processes.  Mr. Crowder moved the Planning Commission’s recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Isley and Mr. Craven who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-0 vote.
SP-9-06 – LAFAYETTE RETAIL CENTER – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
This request is to approve a 73,000 square foot shopping center on a 6.82 acre site, zoned Neighborhood Business Conditional Use District.  The shopping center is to be comprised of 58,000 square feet of retail uses and 15,000 square feet of office uses.  A portion of the property is also zoned Rural Residential with the Reservoir Watershed Protection Area Overlay District.  That portion of the property is only being used for landscaping and stormwater control purposes.  This site is located within 400 feet of a residential use or zone and as such a shopping center requires City Council approval.  The proposed plan complies with all zoning conditions governing this property.

CR-10993 from the Planning Commission recommends approval with conditions.  Planning Commission Chairman Everett explained the request and the Planning Commission’s discussion and recommendation.  Mr. Craven pointed out he feels the applicant is doing a good job on this, however, there are some homes on Rainwater Drive that are having some storm water problems and he wants to make sure this does not cause any additional problems.  He would like to send it to Public Works Committee for discussion.  Without objection the item was referred to Public Works Committee.
SUBDIVISION S-9-06 – SOUTHALL POINTE – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS
This request is to approve the subdivision of a 10.32 acre tract into 88 townhouse lots, zoned Office and Institutional-1.  This plan requires Planning Commission approval in accordance with Code Sections 10-2103(h), 10-3004 and the Streets, Sidewalks and Driveway Access Handbook because the proposed street layout does not conform to code requirements for maximum length dead-end streets.  The proposed street layout exceeds the 800’ maximum by 199’ because the surrounding properties are either developed without street connections into this property or have recently approved developments that do not include street connections to this property.  Approval of an alternate design is required from the Raleigh Planning Commission.

CR-10994 from the Planning Commission recommends approval with conditions.  Planning Commission Chairman Everett explained the location and pointed out the Planning Commission discussion related to environmental restrictions, roads, the adjacency to Wake Tech property and the possibility of extension of roads through that property and how to provide access.  He explained Deputy City Attorney Botvinick was concerned about putting public traffic on private roads.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out this is her in her district.  She understands the environmental issues, future plans and how this all connects together, therefore, she would move approval of the Planning Commission’s recommendation.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
SPECIAL ITEMS
REZONING Z-17-06 – AVENT FERRY ROAD CONDITIONAL USE – TO BE PLACED ON JUNE 20, 2006 AGENDA AS A SPECIAL ITEM TO RECEIVE INFORMATION FROM NCSU
During the May 16, 2006 Council meeting, the Comprehensive Planning Committee referred Z-17-06 - Avent Ferry Road Conditional Use to the City Council with no recommendation.

Mayor Meeker reported that information was received by Council Members from North Carolina State University (NCSU) relative to an ongoing study on sorority/fraternity houses and possible deed restrictions.  The City Attorney was asked to provide information on the legality of the possible deed restrictions.  Administration was also asked to provide information showing the location of existing residences and proximity to the proposed sorority/fraternity house including recent rezonings in the area.  A visual presentation will be made at the Council meeting showing the location of neighboring residential structures and any recent rezoning cases.

It was directed the item be placed on this agenda to receive the reports and consider action to be taken by the Council.

City Attorney McCormick indicated he reviewed the restrictive covenants that were supplied and they appear sufficient to address the issue.  Planner Hallam presented a map pointing out the location of the existing dwellings on Trailwood Drive, the proposed development which was recently approved, etc.  Mr. Stephenson questioned who would enforce deed restrictions with City Attorney McCormick indicating the way the deed restrictions are proposed any adjacent property owner could enforce them.  Brief discussion took place with the City Attorney indicating he does not know how fraternities were included in the zoning case and the City could not be involved in the deed restrictions prohibiting certain uses but the private entities could.

Mayor Meeker indicated he feels it is good to have the restrictions put in place.  He pointed out NCSU has a planning process underway to get the Greek establishments together and to have better supervision and he is inclined to hold this issue and see how their planning process turns out.  Mr. Crowder pointed out he had been having dialogue with the University Chancellor, Vice Chancellor, etc., and he commends them for the work they are doing to try to retain sororities and fraternities on campus.  He stated he hopes this can be resolved by spring.  He pointed out in addition we are doing some update of the planning process as is NCSU and looking at the impact on surrounding area of this type facility.  He stated he feels if we delay action on this case and work with the University it will be a win-win situation.  Ms. Kekas stated she has no problem holding this but questioned how long the City would hold the rezoning case.  She’s heard spring and she’s heard fall.
Mr. Isley stated he sees no reason to hold the rezoning case.  The case meets the Comprehensive Plan and no one has asked the City to hold the case.  He stated he feels if NCSU wanted the Council to hold action on the case they would have asked the City to hold the case.  Mr. Isley stated he is familiar with the area, has driven by the area, the case meets all of the plans and he feels we should move forward.

Mr. West talked about the case pointing out if it is held it sorta puts a moratorium on the request.  He stated there are many things in his neighborhood he would like to stop while work is being done but we do have processes we should follow.  He stated what if we do hold the case six or seven months there is still no guarantees as to how it would come out and the petitioner would be held up all this time.  He stated he knows there are things we would like to work on but we do have processes in place and he feels the processes should be followed.

Mr. Craven pointed out the Committee spent a good deal of time discussing this item and he feels if the University wants to get all of the sororities and fraternities on campus that is good if they have the authority to do that.  He stated, however, these people want to leave the campus.  They are making plans and are following the process.

Mr. Stephenson expressed concern that if the zoning case goes forward the City not be providing anyone any guarantees that it will always be a sorority house.  The neighbors would have to depend on private enforcement of the deed restrictions, etc.  He stated maybe we should wait and see what the University comes up with.
Mr. Crowder pointed out he thought it was the intent to have office and institutional uses on this corridor and what is being proposed is a great departure of that.  He talked about the adjacent neighborhoods and pointed out in his opinion he does not feel that sorority or fraternity houses in this location are the intent of the Comprehensive Plan.  He stated we were trying to work with the University and we need to encourage the work to move forward.  He stated if the University is trying to encourage a comprehensive approach he feels we should work with them and have a win-win situation.  The City should encourage the University to move forward with their planning process.  He stated he feels it would be good to hold this and give an opportunity for the University to come to the table.
Ms. Kekas moved that rezoning Z-17-06 be held for two weeks and that the City contact the University and ask them if they want this case held until the study is complete.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker.  Ms. Taliaferro stated that is why she thought the case was held at the May 16 meeting.  She does not feel holding it for two weeks will change anyone’s mind on the issue.  She stated the Comprehensive Plan calls for O&I in this area but there is no guarantee that it would be office use.  The “I” stands for institutional and that is what is proposed.  She stated she feels it is very clear in our zoning code and our Comprehensive Plan that we are looking for O&I in this area.  She sees no reason to extend or hold the issue further.  Mr. Stephenson pointed out it would be good to get an answer from the University and two weeks is not a long time.  Mr. West stated it is unfair to the petitioners to keep holding the item.  He stated we have a letter from the University and there is nothing concrete in the letter.  He does not mind holding the issue for two weeks to see if the University wants to give the Council an answer but he does not feel holding it for a number of months would be right.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Craven and Ms. Taliaferro who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-2 vote.
The Mayor asked the City Clerk to contact NCSU and ask that they put in writing whether or not they want the City Council to hold rezoning Z-17-06 until their study is complete and to place the item on the June 20, 2006 agenda to receive that report.  Mr. West stated he feels we need to know from NCSU where they are in the process, have they started the planning process or thinking about a planning process, what are their key decision points, what the timeline is, is this an exploratory process or are they actually doing a study.  He would like to know whether it is the Universities intent to just encourage or to require the Greeks to be on campus.

Ms. Taliaferro pointed out the City Council is charged with the responsibility to make zoning decisions based on the information before them.  To start letting another government entity dictating when and where those decisions should be made gives her great pause.  She is just not sure why the City Council wants to ask NCSU for their opinion about holding the case.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

GREENWAY – PRESENTATION AND STATUS RECEIVED

The Raleigh Parks and Recreation System includes one component, the Capital Area Greenway System, which is a centerpiece of the City’s fabric and quality of life.  This year is the 30th anniversary of the Capital Area Greenway.  A representative of the Parks and Recreation Department will make a presentation on the history, status and vision for the Capital Area Greenway.

Vic Lebsock pointed out the Capital Area Greenway has been in existence 30 years.  It was one of the first in the nation and is recognized as a model system and has received numerous awards and accolades.  She gave a brief history pointing out in 1972 the Capital Area Greenway Study was commissioned to look at a series of floodway pedestrian routes, alternate transportation, connections, etc., pointing out this was in the hay day of the environmental movement.  In 1976 the first Capital Area Greenway Master Plan was adopted.  The Facility Fee Ordinance which provided a requirement that developers of residential property dedicate greenway areas and facilities.  In 1998 there was a $5.8 million included in general funds to accelerate the maintenance, etc., in order to construction an additional 11 miles of trail.  The 2003 Park Bond included $11.7 million for greenway trail development.  He stated the vision was a system of integrated lineal parks/green space that preserves the natural character of the land and wildlife corridor, protects water quality by preserving riparian buffers and managing stormwater runoff, offers passive recreation and nonmotorized transportation opportunities and brings together Raleigh as a community.  He stated Capital Area Greenway Plan consists of three components-major (Neuse River, Crabtree Creek and Walnut Creek); minor (Leadmine, Marsh, House and Turkey Creek); and connectors which are over land routes that connect stream corridors to form the greenway loops.  We have some 3,088 acres of greenway property and 56 miles of greenway trails.
Mr. Lebsock went over recent additions to the greenway system which include Rocky Branch, Reedy Creek Bridge and Middle Crabtree Creek.  He talked about system connectivity which includes Crabtree Creek into Umstead, Crabtree Creek to the Neuse River, Walnut Creek to the Neuse River and the Neuse River.  He talked about connecting the existing City park and recreational opportunities with Falls Lake, South Shore Trail to Durham, Mounts to the Sea Trail, Swift Creek Corridor to Garner, Crabtree Corridor to Cary and Jordan Lake, Neuse River Corridor to Johnson County and connecting with other jurisdictions such as Wake Forest, Knightdale and Wake County.  He talked about the challenges of the greenway system which includes growing public demand for greenways, increasing construction cost, rapid increase in land values and rising maintenance in personnel needs.  He presented information on the 2003 Bond Greenway Projects, the original budget and the existing budget pointing out the new budget indicates some $4 million in additional cost which will have to be made up in some way.
Mr. Lebsock indicated the greenway system increases the sense of community, provides environmental protection in both water quality and quantity, provides educational opportunities, economic impacts, promotes a healthier lifestyle through recreation, exercise and in summary contribute to the better quality of life for the citizens of Raleigh.  He indicated in the 1989 update of the Capital Area Greenway Master Plan it indicated the greenway is in order to preserve for our grandchildren what our grandparents enjoyed; trees, streams and quiet places from which we derive inner strength.
Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation for the report pointing out he was on one of the original greenway advisory boards and stated it has developed into a great system.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out there was a greenway dedication of the Middle Crabtree Creek and encouraged everyone to utilize our greenways and walk that trail in particular.

WADE AVENUE CONNECTOR FEASIBILITY STUDY – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
On February 21, 2006, the City Council authorized Administration to engage Wetherill Engineering to prepare a feasibility study of alternatives to provide a pedestrian connection from the intersection of Ridge Road and Wade Avenue to the eastern end of the pedestrian bridge over I-440.  The report has been completed and is in the agenda packet for Council review.  The report recommends one of two options, 1A and 1B, that at current costs are estimated to be $302,000 and $335,000 respectively.

Recommendation:  Receive the report and provide direction.  City Manager explained the issue pointing out funds are not budgeted for this project.  In response to questioning he indicated staff feels that Option 1B would be the preferred option.  Mr. Crowder stated he would like to see a little more discussion on the advantages of the two options and potential impacts on the environment and the neighborhood.  The role NCDOT and Meredith College would play was touched on after which by general consensus the item was referred to Public Works Committee for further discussion.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE ARTS COMMISSION
FAYETTEVILLE STREET ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORIC BROCHURES – AUTHORIZATION TO FUND CITY MUSEUM PRODUCTION OF THE BROCHURE
The Arts Commission wishes to produce a brochure of Fayetteville Street architecture and history in collaboration with the City Museum.  A similar project relating specifically to historic Raleigh architecture was sponsored by the Arts Commission in 1998.  City Museum staff will conduct research and work with the Arts Commission to formulate the brochure contents.  The Commission would like to support this project with $2,500, which will cover print costs only.  Funding is available in account 100-1050-73002-103.

Recommendation:  Approve disbursement of funds to the City Museum to produce an architectural and historical brochure for Fayetteville Street.

Beth Yerxa, Arts Commission, explained the item.  She stated hopefully these would be ready for the Fayetteville Street opening.  Mayor Meeker questioned if the funds are coming from the Arts Commission budget with it being pointed out that is correct.  Mayor Meeker moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

MEMORIAL – JOHN WATKINS – PLAQUE APPROVED
Per Council request, the Arts Commission discussed ways to honor John Watkins, who initiated the idea of the acorn sculpture as an icon image for Raleigh.  The Commission recommends that a plaque be installed in Moore Square and that a proclamation is read and presented to his family by the Mayor at a Council meeting.

Recommendation:  Accept Arts Commission recommendation to honor John Watkins’s contribution to Raleigh.
Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld and that Public Affairs work with the Parks Department to make sure we have the appropriate plaque at the appropriate location.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro.  Mayor Meeker asked Administration to check with the family about a good time for a formal dedication, etc.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
INTERNATIONAL FOCUS – INCUBATION – CONCEPT APPROVED AND REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION
The City Manager has received a letter from the Arts Commission in support of the City incubating the International Focus organization for a period not to exceed two years.  The Commission believes that the City should assist the non-profit in long term planning to strengthen the organizational structure.

Recommendation:  Approve the recommendation to incubate the International Focus non-profit.

Beth Yerxa, Arts Commission, explained the work of the International Festival which involves some 20,000 attending the event and over a thousand artists, etc.  She also spoke about the loss of their executive director pointing out Internal Focus does need some help and the Arts Commission is very much behind providing support.  Mayor Meeker stated as he understands this can be done with no additional staff.  Ms. Kekas pointed out the group is asking for $20,000 to help in this effort.  City Manager Allen stated staff feels it could be done within the existing budget.  Whether additional money is needed was talked about with Ms. Taliaferro pointing out this has been discussed on a number of occasions and she does not see why the Council does not move forward, therefore, she moved approval of the recommendation plus the $20,000 as requested.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas.  Mr. Crowder and Mayor Meeker pointed out everyone supports this effort but if Administration feels it can be done without additional funding we should move ahead along those lines.  The motion as stated was put to a vote with Ms. Taliaferro, Ms. Kekas and Mr. West voting in the affirmative and the remainder of the Council voting in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion defeated on a 3-5 vote.
Mr. Crowder moved acceptance of the Arts Commission’s recommendation and refer the issue to Administration to work out the details.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION

OF THE HISTORIC DISTRICTS COMMISSION

ALL SAINTS CHAPEL – CITY PRESERVATION REVOLVING LOAN FUNDS – LOAN APPROVED
Mayor Meeker pointed out his son works with the company involved on a temporary basis but his son hopes to become a full-time employee.  He stated he has disclosed this previously but wanted to make sure there was no conflict with the City Attorney pointing out there is no conflict.

The City Preservation Revolving Loan Fund was established by City Council in 1992.  It has been used periodically to aid the rehabilitation of significant historic properties.  The commission has received a request from Amalgamated Empire Properties, LLC for a loan to assist in the relocation and rehabilitation of the All Saints Chapel, a designated Raleigh Historic Property.  The structure is proposed to be moved from its current location on West Morgan Street to a lot at 110 South East Street that the City Council authorized for sale to Empire at its May 16 meeting.

Recommendation:  That City Council allocate $141,000 from the Preservation Revolving Loan Fund to the Raleigh Historic Districts Commission to be loaned to Amalgamated Empire Properties LLC for financing assistance with expenses related to the relocation and rehabilitation of All Saints Chapel.  The loan would have a 0% interest rate for an 18-month term, 9% interest post-term, with closing costs and fees paid by Empire Properties.  Requirements would include preservation covenants on the building, minimum 1-day per year public access and Empire submitting a historic landmark application to designate the building on its new site.  Upon repayment the commission will return the funds to the City.

Bob Anderson, Historic Districts Commission, explained the issue, the locations involved and how all of this has come together due to the patience of Good Shepherd Church, Mr. Hatem and all involved.  In response to questioning, he indicated if this loan is approved it would leave about $50,000 in the fund.  He briefly spoke to the terms of the loan.  Historic Planner Dan Becker gave details of the loan.  Mayor Meeker moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION

OF THE RALEIGH CITIZENS ADVISORY COUNCIL
RALEIGH CITIZENS ADVISORY COUNCIL – PROPOSED WORK PLAN – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION
Philip W. Poe, Chairperson of the RCAC, gave a detailed history of the CAC pointing out the CAC’s have been around some 33 years and was brought about by a mandate from the Federal government which encouraged more citizen participation as it relates to model cities, community development block grants, etc.  He explained the CAC’s have not changed since the beginning and the original and the current mission is to provide neighborhoods with a voice in City government and to serve as an advisory group to the City Council.  He stated there are 18 CAC’s and the RCAC is the overall group.  They had spent some time in determining their new objectives which is to increase citizen participation, increase citizen education and increase leader training.  He talked about growth trends in the area and stated they had developed the key strategies of strengthening the identity and the value of the CAC’s.  He gave information on ideas and concepts for increased citizen participation which includes a new logo/tag lines, better contact management system, stronger web presence, more publicity and promotion including prizes, etc., more special events including the possibility of fundraisers, public service announcements, looking for sponsorships, better marketing of products and services and relaunching a new CAC.  Their efforts to increase education for citizens would relate to a new better or standardized news letter for both electronic and print.  He talked about improving the contact system, the possibility of increasing the use of e-mail or giving citizens an option as to how to get information whether it be printed, e-mail or other methods.  He talked about delivery options utilizing e-mail or other electronic means.
Mr. Poe talked about efforts in increasing training for the CAC leaders to include such things as regular workshops, distance learning, neighborhood college and leadership institutes.  Mr. Poe explained their action plan which includes two phases.  The first phase would include logo tag line, automatic e-mail enrollment, public meeting/event information tables, Raleigh television networking advertising, publicity and public service announcements, promotions, distance learning and CAC leader workshops.  He talked about improving the news letters and possible opportunities to consolidate some of the news letters as well as improving the quality.  He talked about the fiscal opportunities and risks, staff productivity, cost effectiveness, printing cost, mailing cost, etc.  In Phase 2 of the action plan includes the contact system, web site enhancements, the newsletters, relaunching the CAC, special projects and events, sponsorships and better marketing.
Mr. Poe pointed out the current budget for the CAC is some $15,000.  He talked about the $10,000 which was scheduled for an event but not utilizing and the possibility of rolling their money over until next year.  Mr. Poe talked about his personal goals for the RCAC including strengthening neighborhoods and improving the relationship between the CAC and the City Council.  He stated he is at the meeting to ask for Council’s support in moving ahead with Phase I pointing out they need some staff help to help crunch the numbers, etc., to move forward.
Mayor Meeker questioned if Administration has looked at the request and what it would take staff wise.

Mr. West pointed out in the backup material it indicates the Central, South Central, South, East and North Central CAC’s have been concerned with crime enforcement, crime prevention, neighborhood improvement projects, cleanup projects, nuisance abatement initiatives, abandoned vehicles, etc.  He pointed out there are some differences and diversities among the CAC’s and asked if the CAC’s has looked at structuring a program clustering to bring all of the groups together.  He stated most of the time people come to the table based on their own needs and desires.  He talked about the differences in the needs in the different areas and spoke to urban and suburban CAC’s.  Mr. Stephenson agreed pointing out the best way to get people to come to the table relates to self interest and the sense that their input is valued.  He talked about the role of the chairs of the CAC’s and the work they are doing.
Brief discussion took place on the report with several Council members suggesting that it be referred to Administration to review how staff would be involved and bring a recommendation back before moving forward.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out this is a standing item in Law and Public Safety Committee and pointed out some of the things that are being talked about have not been decided upon by City Council.  Ms. Taliaferro questioned if all of the CAC chairs were involved in coming up with the work program.  She again stated some of the things in the work program are directly related to items that the City Council hasn’t made a decision on and she is reluctant to move forward with the work plan until Administration provides information and is assured all of the CAC chairs and RCAC have been involved.  Without further discussion the item was referred to Administration for a report back to Council.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION
OF THE BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

LITTER – PROBLEMS AND SOLUTIONS – ENHANCED EDUCATIONAL EFFORTS CONCEPT – APPROVED; ITEM HELD IN COMMITTEE
Mayor Meeker reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends approval of the enhanced educational efforts as outlined by the City Manager and included in the agenda packet.

The Committee also recommends that the Police Department be reminded that litter control is a high priority and ask them to look at ways to help enforce the litter laws.  The Committee is holding the item on its agenda to receive a report from NCDOT and for further discussion.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
HOUSING BOND POLICY CHANGES – APPROVED – ADDITIONAL INFORMATION TO BE PROVIDED
Mayor Meeker reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends approval of the policies developed by the Community Development Department for the $20 million housing bond passed in October as outlined in a memo dated April 6, 2006 with the following amendments:

An additional $500,000 be appropriated to the pilot Homeowner Rehab Forgivable Loan program and with the understanding discussions on appropriation for the Raleigh/Wake Ending Homelessness work would be considered by the Southeast Raleigh Assembly and other groups with a recommendation to be made back to the full Council.  Mayor Meeker stated he understands the report will come back from the Southeast Raleigh Assembly and the other groups in 60 days or so.  He pointed out Mr. West will be actively working on this issue.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder.
Ms. Taliaferro questioned who the other groups are being referred to in the recommendation with Mr. West pointing out there has been some misunderstanding about the possible utilization of Community Development funds for the Ending Homeless work.  He talked about the coordinating efforts that are ongoing.  Ms. Taliaferro stated she was aware there has been some miscommunication and she wanted to make sure that we were talking about this in the correct format.  She stated not all of the homeless are in Southeast Raleigh or Downtown there are many homeless in North Raleigh.

Mayor Meeker talked about the moving of the funds to the Pilot Homeowner Rehab Program pointing out these funds would have to be applied for matching funds, etc.  He referred to the Wheeler Crossing Program.  Mr. West pointed out Ms. Taliaferro’s points are well taken.  He talked about the location of the special populations we are discussing, what areas have over concentration, the fact that 65 percent of the homeless people in the area are African-American, the fact that we do not have enough money to revitalize all areas and address all needs and pointed out we have to address this in a comprehensive holistic way and we want to make sure that everyone is involved and on the same page.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

INTERNATIONAL FOCUS ORGANIZATION – HANDLED EARLIER
Mayor Meeker reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee had planned to recommend that the proposal for additional funding be referred to the Arts Commission with the understanding the Arts Commission would make a recommendation back to the full Council.  The item was handled earlier in the meeting; therefore, this item will be removed from the Budget and Economic Development Committee agenda with no further action.
UTILITY EASEMENT ABANDONMENT – 3604 PEWTER PLACE/3600 LANTERN PLACE – RESOLUTUION OF INTENT ADOPTED

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends that the Council declare the utility easement located at 3604 Pewter Place and 3600 Lantern Place surplus real property and accept the bid from Ross Lampe to pay for costs associated with the abandonment of the easement subject to the upset bid process.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 913.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION

OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

REZONING Z-4-06 – ROCK QUARRY ROAD CONDITINAL USE – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
Chairperson Crowder reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends upholding the Planning Commission's recommendation for approval of Z-4-06 as outlined in CR #10977 with amended conditions dated May 17, 2006.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Crowder moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Craven and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Ordinance 30ZC589.
ANNEXATION – BENTLEY WOODS –PHASE I – RESOLUTION AMENDING REPORT ADOPTED; ORDINANCE ANNEXING THE PROPERTY EFFECTIVE JUNE 30, 2007 ADOPTED
Chairperson Crowder reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends the City Council:

a. Adopt an ordinance annexing the Bentley Woods Phase I area effective June 30, 2007.

b. Adopt a resolution amending the annexation report to include Wake New Hope Fire Department's contract request received by the deadline date of March 20, 2006 and valid sewer utility extension requests received by April 9, 2006.

c. Adopt a resolution placing the Bentley Woods Phase I area in Council District B.

On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Crowder moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 914, Resolution 915 and Ordinance 32.

ANNEXATION – HONEYSUCKLE ROAD AREA – REMOVED WITH NO ACTION TAKEN
Chairperson Crowder reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends that the annexation of the Honeysuckle Road area be referred back to Council with no recommendation and the item be removed from the agenda.  Without objection the item was removed.

ST. DAVID’S SCHOOL – NEIGHBORHOOD CONCERNS – ITEM REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA WITH NO ACTION TAKEN
Chairperson Crowder reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends that the neighborhood concerns relating to St. David’s School be reported out of Committee with no action taken.  It was pointed out most of the issues have been resolved.  Without objection the item was removed with no action taken.
APPEARANCE COMMISSION – 2006-07 WORK PROGRAM – TO BE PLACED ON JUNE 20, 2006 MEETING AS A SPECIAL ITEM
Chairperson Crowder reported by split vote, the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends the Council authorize the Appearance Commission to proceed with its 2006-07 work program.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Crowder moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson.
Ms. Kekas pointed out she voted against this as she has concerns relative to the on-line survey.  She pointed out there are a number of individuals that would not have the capability of participating in an on-line survey.  She is concerned about the content of the survey as it seems to be very subjective with photographs, etc., and relates to what a person likes and don’t like.  She questioned exactly what the Appearance Commission is trying to determine with this survey.

Mr. West expressed concern about an on-line survey pointing out there is a limited number of people in his district that could respond to an on-line survey.  He stated he had met with a number of members of the Appearance Commission and they seemed to have a long laundry list of things.  He expressed concern about whether a good cross section of the City would be included in the on-line survey and his feeling that we need to make sure we include “ordinary people.”

Why an on-line survey is being considered was talked about with Mr. Crowder pointing out he thought the Appearance Commission was trying to get a multi-media approach and their main objective is to hear from citizens in as many ways as possible.  Ms. Kekas expressed concern about an anonymous on-line survey pointing out a person could go in and put their views in 50 or more different times if they wanted to skew the results.  There should be someway to make sure that a person’s input is provided only once.
Mr. West pointed out he is not sure he understands the issue around an on-line survey and questioned the pros and cons.  Planner Doug Hill pointed out the on-line survey provides a new means of including different groups.  He talked about the telephone survey, focus groups, etc.  He stated they are looking at the software for the on-line survey to make sure that a person enters their information only once.  He stated as far as the questions, etc., he feels sure the Appearance Commission would be most happy to present the survey to the City Council for approval prior to moving forward.  He talked about the desire to get information from various sources, having broad based feedback and the need to be very careful in phrasing the questions.
Debate followed on the on-line survey, the Appearance Commission’s desire to get as much feedback as possible, requesting the feedback through different medias, random surveys, focus groups, how the information would be provided back to Council, etc.  Mr. West questioned when the data comes in if all of the information would be given back to the Council and the Council would be able to identify how the information was gathered and be able to draw their own conclusions.  Mr. Hill pointed out the Council would be provided a written report and would receive all of the raw data.  The motion to authorize the Appearance Commission to proceed with its 2006-07 Work Program as presented was put to a roll call vote with results as follows:  Ayes-4 (Meeker, West, Crowder, Stephenson); Noes-4 (Kekas, Taliaferro, Isley, Craven).  The Mayor ruled the motion defeated on a 4-4 vote.
Mayor Meeker moved approval of the Appearance Commission’s 2006-07 Work Program without the on-line survey.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder.  Discussion followed with various Council members putting forth their support and/or concern about the possible survey, how it would be conducted, how conclusions would be drawn, the possibility of the Council approving the survey questions, how to address this issue to have broad based input, the possibility of Council providing names of persons that should be surveyed, how to make sure surveys are inclusive, how the City Council tries very hard to be inclusive and get input from as many aspects as possible, the fact that many people do not have computers or do not participate in surveys, how the data would be collected and provided to the Council.  The motion to approve the work program without the on-line survey was put to a vote with results as follows:  Ayes-4 (Meeker, Crowder, West, Stephenson); Noes-4 (Isley, Kekas, Taliaferro, Craven).  The Mayor ruled the motion defeated on a 4-4- vote and directed that the item be placed on the June 20, 2006 agenda for further consideration.
REZONING Z-21-06 – COURTLAND DRIVE CONDITINAL USE – APPROVED WITH REVISED CONDITIONS
Mr. Crowder reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends upholding the Planning Commission's recommendation for approval of Z-21-06 as outlined in CR #10983 with revised conditions dated May 31, 2006.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Crowder moved the recommendation be upheld and commended all of the parties and community involved for working together to come up with a resolution.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 30ZC589.
TC-6-06 – WALL SIGNS ON TALLER BUILDINGS – WITHDRAWN FROM COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE; APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
Mayor Meeker pointed out TC-6-06 – Wall Signs on Taller Buildings is pending in the Comprehensive Planning Committee.  He stated he thought the issue was coming out with a report at today’s meeting.  Mr. Crowder pointed out hopefully the report would be made at the next meeting.  It was explained the item was discussed at length in Committee; however, the motion resulted in a 2-2 vote.  Mr. Isley moved that the Council withdraw TC-6-06 – Wall Signs on Taller Buildings from the Committee and discuss it today.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and put to a vote which resulted in Ms. Taliaferro, Ms. Kekas, Mr. Isley, Mr. West, Mr. Craven voting in the affirmative and Mayor Meeker, Mr. Stephenson and Mr. Crowder voting in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on 5-3 vote, therefore, the item was withdrawn from Committee and placed before the Council for discussion.

Mr. Silver explained the current regulation and proposed regulations.  A summary of the proposal outlined by TC-6-06 was given as was what is permitted under the current ordinance and the proposed ordinance.  Inspections Director Larry Strickland explained the current ordinance has been in place since 1979; however, in 1987 a cap on the size of signage was put in place.  He explained how the current ordinance is interpreted.  Mr. Crowder questioned how many buildings we have which are over 200 feet in the downtown area and how many are in the planning stage.  Mr. Stephenson pointed out there were conversations in Committee about Charlotte sign ordinance pointing out he understands they are limited to 200 square feet.  He stated there were discussions and comparison of Raleigh’s ordinance and Charlotte’s ordinance and questioned if it was a fair comparison.  He stated it is hard for many people to judge the size of a sign without some visuals and pointed out he had asked for the proposed ordinance and existing ordinance to be shown side-by-side.  He pointed out there were questions left in Committee and he had wanted answers to those before moving forward.  Planning Director Silver pointed out according to his notes there was no follow-up information requested of staff.  Mr. Stephenson stated he had planned to contact Mr. Silver with his questions.
Mr. Crowder talked about the City’s existing ordinance pointing out he feels the past City Councils have done an outstanding job addressing the commercial needs but not having something that could be blight on our skyline.  He talked about using architectural features rather than billboards on top of buildings and talked about what makes a skyline interesting.  He stated the Council has the opportunity to allow larger signs on a case-by-case basis and he feels we should stick with what we have and address them on a case-by-case basis.

Mr. Craven talked about the discussions which took place in Committee pointing out many of the signs would be coming to the Council as a part of site plan approval anyway.  The ability to see a sign, the fact that we are fortunate to have corporate headquarters in our downtown and the discussions that had taken place on this followed.

Ms. Taliaferro pointed out the Council is trying to make our regulations easier for people and companies to develop downtown and this would make it easier for everyone to know what they have the ability to have rather then having to come to Council on a case-by-case basis.  Mr. Isley moved approval of TC-6-06 as recommended by the Planning Commission in CR-10979.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Crowder and Mr. Stephenson who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-2 vote.  See Ordinance 33TC286.
Planning Director Silver talked about some misquotes attributed to him in a recent newspaper article referring to references made about naming rights.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION

OF THE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMTTEE
ENCROACHMENT – 15 EAST MARTIN STREET – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY
Chairperson Isley reported the Law and Public Safety Committee recommends granting the encroachment request at 15 East Martin Street as recommended by staff.  (The request is to install 3’ by 5’ Mexican flag attached to a 6’ pole hanging from the building encroaching 15’ above the right-of-way at 15 East Martin Street.  Administration recommended approval subject to conditions outlined in Resolution 196-153 and the owner obtaining a right-of-way permit from the Inspections Department prior to installation and the City of Raleigh Urban Forester reserving the right to plant trees in the right-of-way at the above mentioned location.  Should there be any conflict between the flag visibility and trees it shall be handled through the Urban Forester.)  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Isley moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Craven who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-1 vote.
LOITERING REGULATIONS – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mr. West pointed out there is an item pending in Law and Public Safety Committee –Loitering Regulations.  He stated they had asked for additional information and questioned the timeline.  It was pointed out the information would be coming back to Council shortly.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

STORMWATER ISSUES – WESTERN BOULEVARD/BREWSTER DRIVE – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA
Chairperson Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends that the item Stormwater Issues – Western Boulevard/Brewster Drive be removed from the agenda with no action taken.  Mr. Crowder commended the community and the construction company involved for working to get a better stormwater situation and expressed appreciation to all.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
WATER CONSERVATION – STAGE 3 CAR WASHES – REMOVED FROM COMMITTEE
Chairperson Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends that the item relating to Mandatory Water Conservation Rules – Stage 3 Car Washes be removed from the agenda with no action taken as this issue will be addressed as a part of the Water Conservation Task Force’s comprehensive report.  On behalf of the Committee, Ms. Taliaferro moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM – WAR PLAQUES - LOCATION AND CONDITION – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION
Mr. Isley indicated he recently attended an event at Memorial Auditorium and in looking around he saw that the plaques recognizing war veterans are not in good condition, they seem very dirty and smudgy.  He suggested that Administration make sure that the plaques are cleaned.  He also stated they were not in a very visible location, therefore, asked Administration to make sure the plaques are cleaned and possibly put in a better location.  The item was referred to Administration.

SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER STUDY – INFORMATION REQUESTED
Ms. Kekas asked about the status of the Senior Citizens Center Study.  She stated she understands different clubs are being interviewed but the group that proposed the Senior Citizen Center has not been interviewed.  City Manager Allen stated he thought they were in final contract negotiations and close to being on board.  He stated he would check again and make sure that the group suggesting the proposal are included in the interviews.
VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENTS – CARLALEIGH AREA – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION
Mr. Crowder indicated there seems to be a problem in the Caraleigh area where volleyball tournaments are going on continuously in the evening.  He stated there seems to be a lot of noise, parking problems, etc., and it is creating problems in the neighborhood.  He asked that the item be referred to Administration pointing out he would provide the City Manager with the exact location.  Without objection the item was referred to Administration.

NEIGHBORHOOD CONCERNS – REQUEST FOR INFORMATION – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION
Mr. West talked about an incident which involved a fatality this past weekend in the vicinity of Beauty Avenue.  He stated he realizes in a growing City we will have these issues and problems relating to families, youth, gangs, etc.  He pointed out these occur a lot of times in neighborhoods that are very fragile or threatened and everyone knows that there are hotspots in some areas.  He again stated many of these hotspots are in fragile neighborhoods and we see murders, killings at convenience stores, etc.  He stated we need to look closely in terms of developing our budget policy to make sure we are responding to the needs of those communities.  He stated he knew that some of the CAC’s have been asking for more police protection, block captains, etc.  He pointed out we must work harder and smarter to help these individuals and areas.  He asked the City Manager to provide the Council with a report on what type actions or initiatives we have in these parts of the City to address these growing concerns and hopefully that would give the Council some clues on the root causes of the problems.  The item was referred to Administration.

COMPLAINT OFFICER – ADMINISTATION ASKED TO PROVIDE INFORMATION
Mr. West pointed out some times perception determines behavior.  He stated our Police Department does an outstanding job.  He talked about the work of Sharon Banks and pointed out she does an outstanding job.  He stated he knows there are some sections of the City where trust is not what it should be.  He talked about a situation relating to a gun incident referred to in a letter to the Mayor.  He stated he called Sharon Banks who has always been very helpful to him in situations such as this.  He pointed out Ms. Banks understands the relationships, departments’ work, etc.  He stated to his dismay Ms. Banks told him that she no longer deals with police cases.  He stated he does not understand why and pointed out over the years there have been discussions about having a civilian review board or other board because there is a feeling on many people’s part that when you have an individual that is not a part of the system they maybe able to do a better job and he feels strongly that maybe the case.  He stated he is not suggesting that we undo what has been done but the perception in this situation bothers him, therefore, he would like for the City Manager to provide the Council with some insight as to how the decision was made that Ms. Banks would not work with police complaints.  The item was referred to the City Manager.
EXOFFENDER PROGRAMS – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mr. West pointed out he had read an article recently in Southern Cities relative to programs in Chicago and Ohio in which they are bragging about programs to help ex-offenders reenter society.  He talked about the work of the Lost Generation Task Force in which we see that many times criminals go in and out revolving doors.  He stated he is not suggesting putting anyone in jobs where it maybe harmful but there maybe some programs we could look at.  He stated maybe we could be creative and look at some type ex-offender program and ask Administration to provide their thoughts.

PARKS – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mr. West pointed out recently he received a call from a Community Activist and CAC Chair who was expressing concern about the hours of operation at our various parks.  He stated he was very glad to receive a memorandum back from the City Manager indicating there is a plan to have parks open more hours.  The comments were received.

HISTORIC DISTRICTS COMMISSION – MR. STEPHENSON APPOINTED AS LIAISION
Mayor Meeker stated he understands we do not have a City Council Liaison to the Historic Districts Commission.  He pointed out Council Member Stephenson had volunteered to serve in that capacity.  Without discussion Mr. Stephenson was appointed liaison to the Historic Properties Commission.

HURRICANES – STREET BANNERS – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Ms. Taliaferro pointed out it is great fun watching the Hurricanes play in the Stanley Cup Finals.  She pointed out when the Hurricanes were in the finals several years ago she thought we had banners throughout the downtown area.  She questioned if they could be put up.  City Manager Allen agreed pointing out we are in the process of purchasing the banners and getting them up.  Mayor Meeker pointed out there will be a celebration following the Stanley Cup Finals win or lose.  The comments were received.
STREET CLOSING – DALE/FILMORE – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mr. Stephenson asked for a status report on the Dale Filmore Street closing and removal of the encroachments.  The item was referred to Administration.

HYBRID AUTOMOBILES – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mr. Craven pointed out the Council has talked about the possibility of purchasing hybrid vehicles for City use.  He pointed out he recently read an article on the negatives of hybrid automobiles pointing out he will duplicate the article and provide it to Council members.

MUNICIPAL BUILDING – DOORKNOBS – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mr. Craven expressed appreciation to whoever was responsible for changing the doorknobs to levers as it relates to the stairwells in the Municipal Building.  He stated it makes much easier to get in and out if you are carrying things or have an armful.  He commended whoever came up with idea.

APPOINTMENTS
APPOINTMENTS – VARIOUS – ANNOUNCED
The City Clerk reported the following results of the ballot vote:

Appearance Commission – Four Vacancies - Dennis Glazener – 7 (All but Taliaferro); Andrew Leager and Mitchell Fluhrer – 8 each (All Council members); Chad Meadows – 6 (All but Taliaferro and Craven).  (When the vote was first announced the City Clerk indicated Mr. Glazener, Mr. Leager and Mr. Fluhrer each received eight votes and Mr. Meadows received six, however, that was corrected during the night portion of the meeting and the vote shown is correct.)
Arts Commission – Two Vacancies – Brian Starkey and Roger Kosak each received eight votes (All Council members).

Fair Housing Hearing Board – One Vacancy – No nominees.
Housing Appeals Board – One Vacancy – Brenda Eaddy – 8 (All Council members).

Raleigh Historic Districts Commission – 5 Vacancies - Stephen Cruse, Kier Morton and Erin Sterling – 8 each (All Council members).

Raleigh Transit Authority – One Vacancy – Alternate Member.  Mr. West nominated Joe Springer.
The reappointment of Dennis Glazener, Andrew Leager, Mitchell Fluhrer and Chad Meadows to the Appearance Commission, Brian Starkey and Roger Kosak to the Arts Commission, Brenda Eaddy to the Housing Appeals Board, Stephen Cruse, Kier Morton and Erin Sterling to the Raleigh Historic Districts Commission leaving two vacancies was announced.  The other items will be carried over until the next meeting.

NOMINATIONS
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT – LEE VAN DE CARR, JR. – APPOINTED AS REGULAR MEMBER; ALTERNATE VACANCY ANNOUNCED
Yolonda Jordan has relocated; therefore there is one vacancy for a regular member on the Board of Adjustment.  Past practice has been to elevate the City alternate member having the longest service to a regular member and declaring a vacancy for an alternate member.  If this procedure is followed, it would be appropriate to appoint Lee Van de Carr, Jr. as a regular member and declare a vacancy for an alternate member.  Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
Mr. Crowder nominated Ralph Rearden and Mr. West nominated Donald Mertrud.  The item will be carried over to the next meeting.

GREATER RALEIGH CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU – NOMINATIONS MADE
The terms of Melvyn Simpson and Brent Jayes are expiring.  They are both eligible for reappointment, have good attendance records and would like to be considered for reappointment.  Ms. Taliaferro nominated both for reappointment.  The item will be carried over to the next meeting.
MORDECAI HISTORIC PARK ADVISORY COMMITTEE – PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY REPRESENTATIVE NAMED
The Council recently established and made appointments to the Mordecai Historic Park Advisory Committee.  In the resolution establishing the committee it was directed that the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board submit the name of one of their members to serve as a member of the Mordecai Historic Park Advisory Committee.  The name of Christopher Smith has been submitted.  It would be appropriate for the Council to confirm his appointment to the Mordecai Historic Park Advisory Committee.  Ms. Taliaferro moved Mr. Smith be confirmed as the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board representative on this Committee.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
TRIANGLE TRANSIT AUTHORITY – NOMINATION MADE
A letter of resignation has been received from Thomas Hilliard, III, therefore, there is one vacancy for consideration.  Ms. Kekas nominated Sig Hutchinson.  The item will be carried over to the next meeting.  Mr. West commended Mr. Hilliard on his outstanding service on the Authority.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF CITY CLERK
MINUTES – VARIOUS – APPROVED
Council members received copies of the minutes of the May 16, 2006, City Council meeting and joint hearing with the Planning Commission.  Mayor Meeker moved approval as presented.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

SURPLUS PROPERTY – 1013 GARNER ROAD – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SALE – ADOPTED
During the May 2, 2006 Council meeting the Council accepted an offer of $12,600 from Brill Investments, LLC for surplus property located at 1013 Garner Road.  The proposal was advertised on May 5, 2006 and no upset bids were received.  It is recommended that the Council adopt a resolution authorizing the sale of the property to Brill Investments, LLC for $12,600, as all legal procedures have been followed.  Mayor Meeker moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 916.
TAXES – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
A proposed resolution adjusting, rebating or refunding penalties, exemptions and relieving interest for late listing of property for ad valorem taxes is in the agenda packet.  Adoption of the resolution is recommended.  Mayor Meeker moved approval as presented.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 917.
ASSESSMENT ROLLS – VARIOUS – RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED SETTING PUBLIC HEARING
The following preliminary assessment roll(s) will be presented.  Adoption, which would set a public hearing to consider confirmation of cost on Tuesday, July 11, 2006, is recommended.

Sidewalk AR 363 - I-440/Six Forks Road Ramps

Water AR 1285 - US 401 North (PU 2003-4)

Water AR 1285A - US 401 North (PU 2003-4)

Mayor Meeker moved approval as presented.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolutions 918, 919 and 920.

RECESS:
There being no further business, Mayor Meeker announced the meeting recessed at 3:45 p.m. reconvened at 7:00 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in a regular reconvened meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 6, 2006 in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina.  All members were present.  Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order and the following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

STATE REVENUES – REQUEST FOR REIMBURSEMENTS – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Senators Janet Cowell and Neal Hunt were present at the request of the City Council to discuss reimbursement to the cities of revenues held by the State in past years.  Mayor Meeker stated he understood Ms. Cowell had introduced a bill for the State to reimburse the cities for the revenues held and questioned the status and prospects of that bill.  Senator Cowell pointed out all of the Wake County delegation had signed on to her bill as well as some others.  She stated as she understands the reason the State withheld the reimbursements in 2002 is they did not have rainy day savings and had a short budget.  She stated the prospects of the State reimbursing the cities is not looked at with favor by the Governor.  She pointed out the House Budget came out earlier today.

Mayor Meeker pointed out it is not the State’s money to spend it was money paid to the cities including Raleigh and money collected by the State but not passed onto the cities.  He talked about providing a way out by the State raising revenues and repaying the cities their money.  He talked about the possibility of the State looking at some other revenue sources.

Senator Cowell expressed appreciation to the Mayor for his idea relative to a sales tax and his suggestion have been put out.  Senator Cowell pointed out she hadn’t seen a level of action from the municipalities pointing out she feels if there is any chance of the bill passing the cities would have to make a full shot effort and try to get the bill passed.  She stated it is a choice that will have to be made by the municipalities.  She pointed out she had been contacted by some of the mayors and municipalities but she hasn’t seen a concerted effort by the municipalities.
Mr. West pointed out Town Hall Day is on Wednesday and that would be a good opportunity for the cities to be heard.  Senator Cowell stated that is a strategic choice the cities would have to make pointing out there are a number of requests from the cities to the State and she feels the cities would have to weigh all of the things before they decide to make a concerted effort to get the bill passed.
Senator Hunt stated he was delighted to be before the Council pointing out he feels the City Council has a reasonable request.  He talked about the funds that were not passed on to the cities and the raiding of the Highway Trust Fund.  He stated Senator Cowell is pushing hard and he will continue to push hard.  He stated working in the Senate is not like working on the Raleigh City Council.  He stated on the City Council everyone always has an opportunity to vote on bills and issues but some how that doesn’t always occur in the Senate as sometimes things mysteriously disappear, etc.
Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to Senators Cowell and Hunt for being at the meeting pointing out the City would appreciate anything they can do to help out in this situation.  He pointed out what the State did was not proper.

Mr. Isley pointed out all one has to do is look at the taking by the State in 2003 from the Highway Trust Fund, utilities, State pension, etc.  He pointed out if that had not occurred the City of Raleigh would not have to be considering a tax increase today.  The City has to take its funds to build State roads and address other State obligations.  He explained a lawsuit was filed in 2003.  He stated he wishes the North Carolina League of Municipalities would push this issue.  He feels that the City of Raleigh and the other cities and towns in the State should be paid the money owed them.  Senator Hunt talked about the State’s spending being proposed and expressed concern that they are talking about reoccurring expenditures based on nonreoccurring income.
REQUEST AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS
SIDEWALK POLICIES AND MAINTENANCE – SUGGESTIONS – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION
Jason Hibbetts, 2140 Ramsgate Street, pointed out he is requesting a text change relating to current sidewalk policies.  He stated over the past year members of the Lineberry Alliance have been working to make their neighborhood more pedestrian friendly and have seen Sierra Drive sidewalks improvements approved, the Trailwood Hills Drive sidewalk improvements are in progress and the Lineberry Drive street improvements have been approved.  He talked about connections, cross access, assessment fees and aging sidewalks.  He stated these three projects are going to connect the communities together with pedestrian friendly sidewalks perfect for morning and evening walks.  He questioned where the planning for this was when their neighborhoods were built as he believes that connecting, not disconnecting, communities is a very important aspect as the City moves toward a urban lifestyle.  Mr. Hibbetts stated there is also an issue of cross access.  He pointed out they have a great park, Carolina Pines, across Lake Wheeler Road from their neighborhood.  Carolina Pines is a home to the monthly Southwest CAC meetings as well as other community activities.  The problem is their neighborhood is isolated because there is no safe way to cross Lake Wheeler.  There are no crosswalks and no existing sidewalks align with each other to provide direct crossing.
Mr. Hibbetts pointed out he understands that sidewalk maintenance is the responsibility of the property owner.  In many cases where there is a sidewalk on one side of the street the property owners on both sides are assessed for initial installation but not for the continued maintenance.  He questioned what happens several years from now after sidewalks have reached their end of life.  He stated we can ask our friends in older neighborhoods throughout the City who have this issue now with old crumbling sidewalks that are damaged and liability stricken.  The City will fix a root damaged sidewalk for free but not an older previous installed and assessed sidewalks that poses the same danger.  He asked the Council to look to updating the following policies for the 21st century and beyond:  Sidewalk connectivity, sidewalk cross access, sidewalk assessment fees and aging sidewalks.  He asked those people in the audience who share the same concerns to stand.  Approximately 20 persons stood.  He expressed appreciation to the Council and asked their support pointing out he is willing to work with the appropriate staff and subcommittee to help find solutions.
Mayor Meeker stated he thought we are doing better in our subdivision as it relates to sidewalk installation.  He asked if a Committee would like to look at this issue.  Ms. Taliaferro suggested getting a report from Administration and then decide how to address the issue.  City Manager Allen pointed out Administration is looking at our sidewalk policy but are not looking to change the assessment policy.  It was agreed to refer the item to Administration and get a report and decide how to proceed.
TRAFFIC CONCERNS – MCKINLEY MILL NEIGHBORHOOD – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION
Kevin Grice, McKinley Mills Subdivision, was at the meeting to discuss neighborhood traffic concerns.  He explained their neighborhood and pointed out nonresidential traffic is fast moving into their neighborhood.  He explained near misses of commercial trucks skidding into front yards in the neighborhood.  He pointed out if someone is heading east on Mitchell Mill Road towards Forestville there is no turn lane and traffic backs up.  There is no traffic light and nonresidential traffic is going through the neighborhood.  He pointed out they are traffic problems now.  There is a fire station, elementary school being constructed so traffic will just continue to grow.  He stated they have just received the traffic calming criteria and they are going through that process.  He also talked about the speed limit being 35 mph and talked about the number of kids, lack of sidewalks, etc.
Mayor Meeker pointed out Administration has looked at the issue and questioned if Mr. Grice has seen a copy of the June 1 memo in which the streets in the area have been studied and are currently being evaluated for the traffic calming program.  Ms. Taliaferro stated she had been in contact with residents in the area via e-mail and pointed out the information in the June 1 memo has been shared with some of the residents and she understands there are some petitions being circulated to lower the speed limit.  Mr. Grice pointed out he had just got the information and they are going through the processes.  The item was referred to Administration to continue working with residents of the neighborhood.
OAKWOOD PARK – OFF LEASH DOG PARK – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Helen Tart, 611 Monroe Drive, indicated she is not representing any organized group she is just a resident who has lived in her neighborhood some 17 years.  She talked about the dog park which has been established in Oakwood Park and the experiences she has had while visiting the park.  People are friendly.  The dogs are playing.  People greet each other.  She remembers just a few years ago the area was becoming infested with illegal activities and how glad she is to see the changes since the dog park has been established.  She stated the community is coming together and things are on the very positive side and she felt a need to thank someone and that is why she is before the City Council.  She wants to express appreciation to the work done by the Council, many people including the Parks and Recreation staff, the various Boards, Friends of Off Leash Dog Parks, etc.  She explained the work they have done starting in September to clean up the area spreading wood chips, setting up a web page, pointing out all of this work was done through the City Council’s blessing of the project.  She thanked everyone involved and told of upcoming events related to the Off Leash Dog Park in Oakwood Park.
Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to Ms. Tart for coming forth with her comments and pointed out we do have funds for a third dog park in the City of Raleigh and he looks forward to that occurring.  He pointed out the grand opening of the Oakwood Dog Park is scheduled for the upcoming weekend.

PROP ORDINANCE – APPEAL – DEFERRED – TO JUNE 20 MEETING
Katie Evans had requested permission to appeal the PROP ordinance proposed against her property at 2815 Dillmark Court.  It was pointed out this item has been deferred until the June 20 meeting.
PUBLIC NUISANCE – 1003 GARDNER STREET – DEFERRED TO JUNE 20 MEETING
Kristian Curtis, 1003 Gardner Street, had requested permission to discuss a lawn nuisance.  Ms. Curtis had asked that the item be deferred until the June 20 meeting.
SOLID WASTE CITATION – 8005 FARMINGWOOD LANE – WITHDRAWN
Ellender J. Mills, 8005 Farmingwood Lane, had requested permission to discuss a solid waste citation received in May.  It was reported this issue has been withdrawn, therefore, the item was removed from the agenda with no action taken.
MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING
BUDGET – 2006-2007 AND CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM – HEARING – COMMENTS RECEIVED
This was a hearing to receive public comment on the proposed operating budget for fiscal year 2006-2007 and the proposed Capital Improvement Program.  The Mayor opened the hearing.
Mary Ann Howard, 313-204 W. Martin Street, representing Urban Ministries of Wake County, presented the following prepared statement:

I am here tonight to represent Urban Ministries of Wake County.  As a Board Member of Urban Ministries for the past 10 years, I know first hand about the quality and effectiveness of this organization and its services in the community.  More than 10,000 Raleigh Residents receive help for food, shelter, health care and other essential services every year.

Last month Anne Burke, the Executive Director of Urban Ministries, came before you to present a Capital request for $300,000 over three years to help Urban Ministries expand its services to offer more health care and basic needs to a rapidly growing number of people in need.

We plan to renovate an existing facility on Capital Boulevard that is larger and more accessible to more Raleigh residents. The purchase of the existing building and the cost of necessary renovations will come to approximately $3 million. We need this support from the City to help pay for the needed building renovations to make this possible.
I urge you to support this project and grant Urban Ministries this one-time request for Capital funding.

She asked other members of the Board of Directors to stand.
Rick Armstrong, President of the Raleigh Police Protective Association, presented the following prepared statement:

I would first like to thank the Mayor, the city council and the city manager for giving me the opportunity to speak on behalf of the more than 350 police officers that we represent.  It is common knowledge that the Raleigh police department is widely regarded as one of the best police departments in the region.  We have cutting edge equipment, technology and our training is second to none.  Our police officers are experienced, well trained and dedicated to making this city a better place to live and work.  We are grateful to the city council and city manager for helping us obtain these goals.

But we do have one growing issue.  The pay and benefits for police officers is no longer competitive with other police departments in our region.  Over the past three years we have seen our health insurance premiums rise, our range adjustment has consistently been lower than the cost of living each year, and our merit increases have diminished.  For many officers this translates to a cut in pay.  I understand that the city has faced some budgetary issues; however city employees are faced with identical problems.

The service that the police department provides to the citizens of Raleigh is exceptional.  The compensation that the city provides to its police officers should be more than just competitive.  It should be exceptional as well.

What I am requesting this evening is what the market demands, an educational incentive for police officers.  The Raleigh police department is one of the only police departments in the state that does not offer this incentive.  The following cities in North Carolina all offer an educational incentive: Charlotte PD, Greensboro PD, Fayetteville PD, Winston Salem PD Durham PD, Cary PD, Gamer PD, High Point PD, Chapel Hill PD, Wilmington PD and many smaller cities will offer a higher starting salary for those applicants who have a college degree.  As a matter of fact the Wilmington city council just approved, for this fiscal year a $2,000 pay raise for police officers with a bachelor degree and a $1,000 raise for officers with an associate degree.  Of the top ten cities in the state of North Carolina, Raleigh is the only city that does not offer an educational incentive to their police officers.  These statistics prove that to remain competitive with the market, to recruit the best, and to retain our well trained experienced officers, the city of Raleigh must offer an educational incentive.
Unfortunately we are not competitive with other police departments.  For example, Greensboro police department’s starting salary is $32,500.  An officer who has a bachelor degree will receive $5,000 in bonuses over the first three years.  Charlotte police department’s starting salary is $33,019, with an associate degree it is $34,672, and with a bachelor degree it is $36,405.  Fayetteville PD’s starting salary is $32,500, with an associate degree $33,750 and with a bachelor degree $35,000.  The minimum starting salary for Cary PD is over $35,000 and additional pay for those who have a college degree.  The starting salary for a Raleigh police officer is a mere $31,535 and no additional pay for education.  It is obvious why the Raleigh police department is not fully staffed.  Over the past year several Raleigh police officers have resigned for better paying jobs, including police departments offering higher salaries.

The problem not only exists for entry level officers.  The top out salary in Greensboro for a patrol officer is $66,000 and in Charlotte after nine years a patrol officer is earning a salary of close to $60,000.  A veteran officer in Raleigh after nine years will earn less than $55,000 a year.

What I am proposing to city council this evening is a very modest educational incentive of $1,500 for officers with a bachelor degree and $750 to officers with an associate degree.  These raises would be significantly lower than most other police departments that offer an educational incentive but it is imperative that we attempt to close this gap that is growing larger and larger every year.  Considering there are approximately 350 officers with a bachelor degree and close to 200 officers with an associate degree this would cost the city less then $700,000 or .02 % of the city expenditures.
The city cannot afford to wait another year and fall behind even further.  I urge the city council to act now and give police officers an educational incentive.  Approximately 20 persons stood in support of the remarks.
Mr. Armstrong presented Council members with a document comparing the starting salaries for police departments in North Carolina.
Gary Coleman, 5540 Hamstead Avenue, pointed out as he understands Wake County is talking about a 7 cent tax increase, the City of Raleigh is talking about a 4 cent tax increase as well as a 9 percent increase in water and sewer rates.  He stated we are seeing a tsunami of across-the-board tax increases.  He stated he is representing no one he is just a sole individual who is concerned about the rising tax rates and fees.  He pointed out he is always hearing comparison with other cities and that disturbs him.  We are not other cities.  We should look within ourselves and be very careful and watch the increases again expressing concern about the overwhelming tax increases coming down the line.

Randy Miller, President of the Raleigh Wake Police Benevolent Association, pointed out that group considers itself as the voice of law enforcement and presented the following prepared statement.
Each of you is aware that during the past year, we all have seen gas prices rise to levels we never expected.  With the higher fuel cost, prices of other necessities occur as well.  Everything seems to be rising steady, except the pay checks of our city workers.  In fact the raises we all expected thee years ago still have not been delivered.  The City is paying our raises in installments.
In past years we were told that City Workers have the best benefits and that is why our pay is lower then private sector employment.  Now we are faced with reduction of benefits, and higher cost of our insurance.  Employees are constantly seeing our benefits erode.  The Raleigh-Wake PBA urges you to keep our benefits intact and give the employees a raise at least equal to inflation.
We have also learned that the police department surrendered to the General fund $2.5 million dollars, of unspent salary money last year.  I expect that the police department will also have unspent salary money to surrender again this year.  Officers are leaving our department for other jobs that does not place high demands on them.  Even officers with ten or more years experience are now leaving.  Our Officers are over worked and there just simply are not enough.  Just listen to the police scanner and listen to the amount of timed out calls.  Not only are they timed out, but they are timed out thee times or more.  It is not unusual to hear dispatch pre-alert twenty calls at a time that have timed out.  That means these calls are going unanswered for excessive periods of time.  However you can simply ask the city manager to supply you with the average response time to both emergency and non emergency calls for the past five years, and then compare them for yourself.
During past years the Raleigh-Wake PBA has asked for additional officers.  This council has supplied additional officers, but not at the level requested.  We were told the City just simply could not afford it.  However last year, when the New Civic Center ran over $29 million dollars due to higher construction costs, the city was able to find that money.

The Raleigh Wake PBA is once again asking that something be done to help the officers, and give the citizens the level of protection and service that they deserve.  We propose that Raleigh Police Officers be treated like other departments within the city, to help ease our workload.  We would encourage all officers be compensated time and half pay for all overtime worked, regardless of hours accrued.  In addition we would request that officers be allowed to work off duty for the city to supplement staffing levels to provide additional officers on the streets.  The money that was turned back in by the police department could be used to fund a lot of this request but additional funds will be needed to implement this program.  But if the City could find $29 million dollars in such a tight and lean year, then this request should be easy to fulfill.
This would boost Officer Morale, provide the citizens with better service, provide a level of staffing that could enable each district to concentrate on reduction of crime and be able to respond to calls for service, and help ease the burden placed on officers.  This would also provide a valuable recruiting tool.  Most importantly this would actually save the city money and reduce health costs.
Every year I warn the council that we don’t need to ignore our problems, or we could wake up and find out we are in the same boat as Durham.  You won’t bear that this year, because we have woke up, and found that we are now worst then Durham.  Don’t allow this trend to continue, now is the time to fix it.
Lynn Templeton, 3414 W. Glen Road, Durham, North Carolina representing Volunteer Care Giving asked the Council to restore their funding to the level given to them in FY 2002-2004.  She stated she knows the City’s policy relative to having a location in the City of Raleigh.  She pointed out they have continued to serve the City of Raleigh residents, they are doing what no other agency does in the area by providing volunteer escort door-to-door service for the elderly and others.  The Accessible Raleigh Transit program refers customers to them.  Fifty-five percent of their clients are from the City of Raleigh.  Thirty eight percent of the volunteers are from the City of Raleigh and they have eighty five people on their waiting list from the City of Raleigh.  She stated currently the Town of Cary is the only municipality providing funding to Volunteer Caregiving.  They are in the process of applying to other towns in the County.  She talked about their work, expanding transportation options, recognition by various groups and stated anything the City of Raleigh could do for them would be helpful.  They need the City of Raleigh’s money.

Brian Shaw, 1704 St. Mary’s Street, Raleigh, Chairman of the Raleigh City Museum, presented the following prepared statement:

I would like to thank you for all the support you have shown the museum throughout its 13-year history.

Most recently, the City committed $20,000 to co-sponsor our upcoming exhibit on Sports and Recreation in Raleigh.  Working in conjunction with the Downtown Raleigh Alliance, we have scheduled the grand opening of that exhibit for July 29, to coincide with the re-opening of Fayetteville Street.  We anticipate lots of interest and visitors for this exhibit.  As you know, the City’s funding for this exhibit was on a matching basis, and that match has proven to be a strong selling point when we approach corporations for sponsorship.  Thank you again for those matching funds, and I invite all of you to the grand opening of the Sports and Recreation exhibit on July 29 and a special preview party on July 26.

Most recently, the City committed $20,000 to co-sponsor our upcoming exhibit on Sports and Recreation in Raleigh.  Working in conjunction with the Downtown Raleigh Alliance, we have scheduled the grand opening of that exhibit for July 29, to coincide with the re-opening of Fayetteville Street.  We anticipate lots of interest and visitors for this exhibit.  As you know, the City’s funding for this exhibit was on a matching basis, and that match has proven to be a strong selling point when we approach corporations for sponsorship.  Thank you again for those matching funds, and I invite all of you to the grand opening of the Sports and Recreation exhibit on July 29 and a special preview party on July 26.

I am here this evening to ask for your continuing annual support in the 2006-07 budget.  We are requesting $125,000 next year.  This is a $25,000 increase over the current year’s funding.  About 2/3 of that increase is to cover a substantial rent hike to the partnership that owns the Briggs Building.  This is an unavoidable cost increase to us.  The rest of the proposed funding increase would provide for a full-time receptionist at our front desk.  With the re-opening of Fayetteville Street, we are anticipating much more foot traffic.  The new employee would function as an Information director to answer questions and offer guidance relating to all of downtown Raleigh, not just the museum.  The City Museum is currently the only cultural site on Fayetteville Street, and we are very interested in partnering with the City to promote our revitalized downtown.

I would like to remind the Council of how lean the City Museum is.  I should say understaffed.  We have only two employees--our Curator and our Director of Education.  Our Director of External Affairs is a part-time independent contractor who is funded by a foundation grant that expires this month.  In order to grow and provide more programs and exhibits, we really should have an Executive Director, but that position has been unfilled for several years now due to budget constraints.

Even with an increase in funding from the City, the majority of the Museum’s budgeted revenue will be from private sources.  That is a difficult challenge for us.  The more typical model for successful city museums is a private/public partnership in which the city generally provides a facility and all or most of the funds for staff and general operations.  Under that model, the private sector in turn offers volunteer support and additional funding for programs, exhibits, collections, and other services.  One prominent example is the Greensboro City Museum.  The City of Greensboro owns and maintains the museum facility, and provides 90% of the museum’s budget another example is the High Point Museum.  The City of High Point owns and maintains the building and provides approximately 67% of the museum’s budget I trust you can see that the Raleigh City Museum is a bargain and that we are very efficient in leveraging public dollars.

Downtown Raleigh is in the midst of what I truly feel is a renaissance.  The City Museum will play an important role in this exciting process.  As visitors come to Fayetteville Street the City Museum offers a cultural attraction that is free and accessible to all.  We continue to teach thousands of school children about Raleigh’s history, again for free.  We also are preserving Raleigh’s history for future generations.

In summary, a city museum is in many ways a reflection of the city itself.  A strong, thriving Raleigh should have a city museum that exemplifies those qualifies.  We arc proud of what we now offer as the Raleigh City Museum.  However, we do not seek to maintain the status quo.  With vision, the museum can reach another level.  On behalf of the Board of Directors, I respectfully ask the City Council to work with the museum to make this vision a reality, beginning with fully funding our budget request.  Thank you very much for your consideration.

J. Louis Yates, 600 Macon Place, indicated he is representing “The Old Geezers” which is made up of retired City of Raleigh employees.  He stated it is his understanding the proposed budget includes an increase from $40 per month to $80 per month for retired employees’ medicare coverage.  They support that and would suggest that the Council go even further and try to raise the supplement to the level of the original formula which is to cover the full cost of Plan A which is a little over a $100 per month.  He explained Wake County and the State of North Carolina pay the full cost for their eligible employees.  Durham has a reimbursement plan similar to Raleigh’s but that reimbursement covers the full cost up to $109 per month.  He stated presently it costs an employee some $340 per month.  He asked the Council to give the matter serious consideration.

Jason Hibbetts, 2140 Ramsgate Street, presented the following prepared statement:
Tonight I would like to speak about the proposed Capital Improvement Plan.  It looks like the Transportation plan is well balanced in addressing concerns around the city.  I was excited to see items like Neighborhood Traffic Calming and Pedestrian & Bicycle projects.

One project that will effect my neighborhood is the Lake Wheeler Road Widening Project slotted for 2010-2011.  I remember attending the city council budget hearing about this time last year, requesting pedestrian amenities for the southern Lake Wheeler Road corridor that is between 1-40 and Tryon Road.  Over the past few years, we’ve had several developments built along the West side of Lake Wheeler Road including 
• Village Green Apartments,
• The Oaks of Carolina Assisted Living Facility, and
• Lennox Chase Apartments.
All of these developments required curb, gutter, and sidewalk.

We currently have the Raleigh Oaks shopping center at the intersection of Lake Wheeler Road and Tryon Road with Food Lion as the anchor tenant.  Residents from Lennox Chase do not have a safe, pedestrian friendly path to walk to the shopping center.  We have a Veterinarian, Dr. Grant, also a tenant at Raleigh Oaks.  She is introducing animal therapy at The Oaks of Carolina Assisted Living Facility and drives less than a mile to volunteer her animals and her expertise, because there is no option to safely walk.  This hodgepodge of pedestrian amenities is frustrating.  The lack of connectivity has created an unsafe walking environment along Lake Wheeler Road.
When I saw the Road Bond on the ballet in 2005, I was pretty excited about the plans for Lake Wheeler Road, it seemed like we would finally get the pedestrian amenities that we asked for.  I was even more excited when the Bond was voted on and passed by the citizens of Raleigh.  I’m a little disappointed that the improvements for Lake Wheeler Road are slotted for 2010.  I understand there are similar examples throughout the city, that have commercial destinations built close to neighborhoods with no pedestrian amenities, including, sidewalks, cross walks, or multi-purpose paths.
I would like the Council to investigate a solution where the residents along Lake Wheeler Road can get multi-purpose or asphalt paths installed until the respective road project, some 5-10 years from now, is put into design.
Lastly, you may hear from others this evening that oppose the Lake Wheeler Road project in part or in whole.  I encourage the council to listen to theft points and consider the goals for the city and the respective neighborhood plans when this project goes to design.  Although I have not seen any engineering plans to date, I suspect that the widening project will involve removing several homes along Lake Wheeler Road.  I know some of the folks who live in these homes and they are active members in our community.  It would be a shame if the city did not look for alternate resolutions that could satisfy all the parties involved.
Thank you for including Lake Wheeler Road in the proposed Capital Improvement Plan.  It will bring long awaiting improvements to our neighborhood.  I’d like to ask those that support these efforts to please stand at this time.
Approximately 15 persons stood in support of Mr. Hibbetts’ remarks.

Tim White, 2404 Beechridge Road, indicates he operates Hayes Barton Pharmacy.  He stated when he first started in this business his City privilege license was about $25.  He explained his business has grown quite well but not because of increased business but because the price of drugs.  He now has to pay $2,400 for his privilege license and it is all because the price of drugs have gone up.  It doesn’t seem fair to do privilege license based on sales volume.  He stated he knew there is a cap on the cost but he would like for the Council to readdress the issue and bring it in line with other privilege license.
Wayne Marshall, 1109 Ivy Lane, talked about the power to tax and provided quotes indicating the power to tax is the power to destroy or the power to create.  He stated he is speaking as a private citizen and has concern about the proposed 4 cent tax increase.  He stated that is basically a 10 percent increase.  He stated the City Manager’s budget is well done and all of the things that should be asked for are things that are included in the budget and are things we need if we had the money to pay for those things.  He pointed out a 4 cent tax increase plus a 9 percent increase in water and sewer rates are a concern to him.  He pointed out we keep adding municipalities to our water system and he feels we should let them share in the cost.  Give the citizens that built the water and sewer a break and not make them pay for adding new citizens.  He pointed out people can be hurt through taxes.  Many people realize that they are being pushed away by the high taxes and people may not be able to pay those high taxes.  He pointed out in addition we will have reevaluation in a few years and while most of the time the City does that in a way to be revenue neutral but most people will pay a higher tax.  He called on the Council to look at the budget very carefully.  He stated for example the stormwater utility was anticipated to generate some $9 million but he understands it has generated $13 million and questioned if there were other calculations that maybe off.  He called on the Council to proceed carefully.

Doug Aitkin, Vice President of Global Strategy, World Trade Center, pointed out the Research Triangle region though a midsize market is ranked by many studies as one of the most competitive regions in the world but as we know in order to keep a product competitive whether it be a widget or a region one must constantly innovate, improve and respond to change.  He stated their Foundation seems solid but there is more that could and should be done.  He stated last year the Research Triangle Research Park, Research Triangle Foundation and the Greater Raleigh Chamber of Commerce commissioned a study to examine our situation.  The study conducted by Competitive Strategies Groups found that more than 100 organizations engage in some form of international activity but that there is no comprehensive international strategy, limited credible research on globalization and how certain world factors may have an impact on our businesses and no overall coordination or existing capacity to coordinate.  He pointed out the study identified regional resources that are not being fully realized and the World Trade Center of North Carolina was specifically analyzed.  The study concluded that the World Trade Center had not reached its potentially partially because of the regions lack of international coordination, limited external promotion of the World Trade Center’s value and the lack of financial support from the private sector.  The report also concluded that the World Trade Center has substantial market value and if it can carve out its own nitch can be the focal point and catalyst to bring the region together around global issues.  He talked about globalization having a significant impact on our cities and region pointing out our leaders, businesses and citizens want to know about global competitiveness, eliminating regional global brand and recognition to make it easier to attract knowledge based workers, promote more global trade and exports and educate the regions leaders, businesses and citizens about global issues.  He pointed out the World Trade Center is positioning itself as a business organization that will identify the region’s international resources and “connect the dots” so they can exploit these assets to maintain the region’s global competitiveness.  They believe in a long term vision and actively keeping the region’s eyes on the horizon and searching for new opportunities around the world.  He talked about their strategy pointing out the first step toward implementing the global strategy was to align the Research Park with the World Trade Center an organization with over 300 sister offices around the world.  They are charged with overseeing the attainment of the strategic goals and objectives.  He stated, however, this cannot be done successfully by the World Trade Center acting alone.  He talked about their vision and how their strategy will benefit the entire Raleigh region.  The strategy recognizes that the City and the surrounding regions comprise a single economic region and seeks to advance the economy of the City in a manner that serves to benefit the economy of the entire region.  He talked about the regions competition which includes Chicago, Boston, Atlanta, San Diego pointing out we are competing with the big boys.  He stated the principle goal of the World Trade Center and the Region Global Strategy is to maintain the region as a world leader in intellectual capacity, education and innovation in order to enhance productivity and economic growth.  They are requesting continued support of the City as they initiate the new strategy so that they can spark new ideas, create new partnerships and commit the collective energy and resources of the region required to achieve the goals.
Frances Lonnette Williams, 802 S. East Street, presented the following prepared statement:

The Raleigh Downtown Renaissance has brought about many citizen needs that have not been addressed through the massive brick and mortar construction of buildings and streets throughout the downtown area. The intrusion of high-density development into existing older neighborhoods has changed neighborhoods and has impact on the city’s infrastructure that needs addressing. The obvious increase in residents and vehicular and pedestrian traffic in limited land space has impact that the council and the budgetary process are being asked to consider. A review of existing City services is being requested to provide effective services for the changing citizens’ needs and city operated programs.

1. The increase in pedestrian and vehicular traffic in the downtown area to support the entertainment venues that often attracts thousands of people and those who consume alcohol and drive through the neighborhood corridors, create a major safety concern for the downtown neighborhoods.  Speed and unsafe driving, and the increase in visitors create the need for more police officers to be assigned to regular duty in the Southeast section of the city. Funds are being requested to increase the allocation of funds to the police department to support the employment of additional police officers for this area of the city.
2. The Community Development Program provides much assistance in the area of rehabilitating and constructing new homes to improve the physical appearance of neighborhoods and the city, and providing homes for citizens through both rental and purchase opportunities. More is needed to support his effort in the human resources aspect of these housing programs. The services are currently fragmented and implemented through various departments and agencies that cause citizens’ needs to fall through the cracks, and program information impossible to obtain and understand to determine efficient and effective use of tax dollars. A review of the housing programs is needed to establish a comprehensive department within Community Development Department to oversee, plan, implement, monitor, evaluate, and disseminate information regarding all HUD and City Housing funds. The Raleigh Housing Authority operates as a separate entity without adequate provisions for citizen review and access to information regarding the planning and use of these federal housing dollars that make a substantial impact on the communities. However, its plan is attached to the City of Raleigh’s CDBG Comprehensive Plan without review, accountability and the public input process that is employed by the CDBG planning process. It is recommended that the Raleigh Housing Authority be eliminated as a separate agency and that the Community Development Department be expanded to provide the administrative oversight and management, accountability and evaluation of this program. The combination of these programs should net some cost savings and reduce overlapping and omission of needed services and opportunities for the housing and supportive services needed by citizens and to strengthen our neighborhoods.

3. Neighborhood preservation and restoration funds are requested to restore and preserve the Historic South Park Neighborhood’s East Street Corridor. The East Street Corridor is a historic section of the city that has three established historic neighborhoods. The historic South Park Neighborhood is located on the southern boundary and Historic Oakwood is located on the northern boundary. At the midway point, one block west of these two is the Moore Square Historic District. This corridor provides a historical richness to the city that needs financial support for its restoration and preservation as a low density, single dwelling residential area, with small businesses operating to support the existing neighborhoods, including a grocery store, drug store, and other supporting business services. The East Street Corridor is deemed to be a diamond in the rough and has the potential to add much to the downtown attractions. I am requesting that a review of the Moore Square South, Garner Road Redevelopment, and the East Gateway Visioning Plans, along with the revised Downtown Overlay District, be conducted to assess the impact of these intruding plans on the Historic East Raleigh-South Park District and the Historic East Street Corridor.

4. An environmental study is requested as a follow up to a December 13, 2005 news article published in the News and Observer and the Goldsboro Argus, which cites an EPA report that the South Park Neighborhood is one of the nations’ most highly industrially polluted area. I have made requests through the CENTRAL CAC, requests and inquiries to the council regarding the issue, and to date no follow up or communication has been received regarding this health issue. The citizens of South Park are very concerned about our health and the impact on air quality due to the increased vehicular traffic in the downtown area. A request is being made for an outside environmental study to assess the air quality in the South Park Neighborhood and to identify any industrial or other factors that contribute to the air pollution, and air quality. The study area should include the vehicular traffic via Blount, Person, Wilmington, Hammond, and East Streets.

5. As a result of the changes in the neighborhoods, Parks and Recreation programs and facilities are needed to reflect the change in the current and emerging populations in the Chavis and John P. “Top” Greene Centers. The Chavis Center provides for the physical and recreational services to the neighborhood that was once reflective of a large children and younger adult population. The new Chavis residential area will provide housing for more adults and seniors. It is requested that funds be made available to Parks and Recreation to develop a heath and wellness program to support these needs. An indoor swimming pool, indoor track and dance studio is requested to be added to the Chavis Center. The John P. “Top” Greene” Center is viewed and presented to be a more viable education and training facility and special events facility. Due to its design and limited space additions are requested to support the recommended programs for the facility. The Historic East Raleigh-South Park Archives is located in the facility and needs to be funded to provide the necessary cabinets, display equipment, and other resources for its development. Due to limited space and design, there is no out of view storage space to house chairs, tables, and other facility equipment. The front office area is currently being used for storage and detracts from the appearance of the entryway. The addition of a meeting room for education and training purposes is needed to support programs for the citizens in the area. Plans are being made to provide education and support programs to individuals and families that require an education venue equipped with the appropriate stationary furniture and educational media for presentations and workshops. A computer technology classroom is also requested to support on site instruction in computer technology and use by citizens in the community. An out of public view storage room is also needed to provide storage for the portable chairs and tables. The area has grown and is growing as a result of redevelopment initiatives and the attraction to downtown living. The existing community resources are not adequate to address these needs.
6. The Community Services Department needs expansion to provide adequate staff to support the technical needs of the Citizens Advisory Councils and Neighborhood organizations. Staff is needed to provide clerical support to the CAC’s by recording monthly meetings, preparing minutes and reports for distribution, and developing substantive newsletters and communications to neighborhoods with content appropriate for the information as a viable resource to the organizations. Currently citizens need to run from meeting to meeting chasing information relative to respective neighborhoods and city issues that impact specific neighborhoods. The South Park and Central CAC area is overwhelmed with the many facets of surrounding area plans, planning activities, including land use and zoning matters that citizens need for current and updated information that impacts our neighborhoods. Since many citizens work and cannot attend council committee meetings during the normal working day. Community Services staff could attend those meetings and share the communications with the appropriate CAC and neighborhood association. An updated community calendar is needed to inform citizens of events that need to be incorporated into meeting agenda. The dates of the CDBG planning and public hearings, etc should be included. Staff is needed to provide technical support to the CAC’s and the neighborhood organizations in the planning and development of community programs. The Community Services Department is needed to maintain and provide updated information, including written documents, videos, guidelines, and or manuals for specific programs that are implemented by citizen groups.

7. Eliminate the fees from the household water bills and increase the impact fees for developers to absorb the exorbitant fees that have been added to the household water bill. Senior citizens and residents on fixed incomes cannot afford these additional fees. The water bill should be charges for a household’s use, not to cover the consumption of new and expanding development in the city. This is an unjust taxation to citizens and should be removed.
Reverend Jim Galloway, CASA, 510 S. Harrington Street, talked about the Raleigh Wake 10-Year Plan for Ending Homelessness.  He expressed appreciation to Dr. West for his leadership in getting this coordinated closely with Southeast Raleigh Assembly.  He stated they are in support of using $100,000 from the Affordable Housing Bond pointing out every dollar from the bond would be matched 2 to 1 from churches, etc.  He talked about the work of CASA and Raleigh Wake 10-Year Plan to End Homelessness.
Reverend Galloway stated he was also representing his mother who owns a home in Raleigh and pays taxes on her home that is why he is asking for the money from the Bond Fund rather than the General Fund as they do not feel the taxes should be increased.  He talked about the recent award Home for Every American and what that means to the area.

Reid Wilson, 3303 Clark Avenue, representing the Upper Neuse Clean Water Foundation, expressed appreciation to the Council for including $500,000 last year and this year for the Falls Lake Initiative.  He talked about the progress they had made in the first year and the fact that Raleigh’s support has been extremely critical.  He stated they see this as a long term priority not something that will be completed in two to three years.  He stated they are aggressively going after other support for the program and told of those efforts.  He pointed out over the next few years they are talking about leverage tens of millions of dollars and the City’s investment will come back to it time-and-time again.  He talked about the importance of the City’s money and support which acts as seed money, leverage money, matching money, etc.  He called on the Council to continue their support to this effort in the 06/07 and 07/08 budgets.

Bob Anderson, 504 E. Jones Street, representing the Historic Districts Commission, requested an additional staff person in the Historic Districts office.  He talked about the workload, the number of things they are involved in, etc., outlining the number of buildings that are included, number of properties, tax credits to property owners, addition of 19 districts in the City of Raleigh, the number of people who utilize the tax credits and the number of applications and the amount of monies involved since the tax credits went into effect.  He stated the demands are great and pointed out the Historic Districts Commission unit has less staff than it did in 1986.  They have only two full time staff persons.  He talked about the increase in certificate of appropriateness applications, number of phone calls per day and the work these people have to do.  It is very active unit but pointed out they do need additional help.
Steve Bishop, Carolina Ballet, 3401-131 Atlantic Avenue, pointed out the Ballet has done over 60 performances in Raleigh this year.  He explained the success of the Ballet and pointed out they are requesting $150,000 in addition to the amount that was recommended by the Arts Grants Committee.  He told of the economic impact of the Ballet, the number of people who have attended events in the past years and the programs they will be bringing to the City and the work to produce the Monet Ballet.  He stated the Ballet is a great investment for the City of Raleigh.
George Chapman, 117 Woodburn Road, Hillsborough Street Partnership, presented the following prepared statement:

First of all we want to thank you again for giving us the opportunity to continue to work with all the members of our community to develop support and understanding for the important work being done to enhance the success of one of Raleigh’s traditional main streets, Hillsborough Street.

Since the 1880’s this street has been an important link between the downtown, the Capitol and the University Community.  This link is even more important than ever as the new downtown Raleigh is emerging and the growth of the University and its Centennial Campus breaths more life into this major engine of the Triangle economy.  Even as we speak Hillsborough Street is becoming the pathway from the Capitol to the Stanley Cup.
Our review of the proposed budget gives us great hope for continuing the momentum towards real change on the Hillsborough Street corridor.  We support the implementation of the two-way operations on Morgan Street now under way and the construction of the Hillsborough/Morgan roundabout in the coming fiscal year.  We hope you will be able to ensure these projects are implemented seamlessly and with no loss of time.
We thank you for authorizing the retention of design consultants for the next phase of improvements on Hillsborough Street.  We understand that work will begin shortly and will help you decide which of the projects to implement next.  In fact we hope that this work will convince you of the need to move ahead with both the Bell Tower project and the Patterson Place project as quickly as possible.  We urge you to find ways to expedite not just one, but both projects.

Further, we urge you to consider funding projects to improve pedestrian safety and enhance development opportunities in locations served by these two projects.  This may include sidewalk enhancements along Enterprise Street, Logan Ct., Chamberlain Street, Oberlin Road, Woodbum Road and Cox Avenue.
As you consider these requests, please remember our overall goals for Hillsborough Street, including enhancing pedestrian safety in the most dangerous blocks in the city, reducing costs to motorists and property owners in accidents and lost time, expanding housing opportunities and job growth for all of Raleigh’s citizens and generating new private property tax revenues to support public services for the City.
We will continue to work with you and your staff’ to identify’ these opportunities and bring them to your attention for your consideration.  Thank your for your continued support.

Keith Hull, 2622 Lake View Drive, representing CASA, and pointed out they are requesting $95,000 in operating assistance.  He talked about the work of CASA as it relates to homeownership and rental property.  He pointed out they are a unique program, they serve a population with the lowest income, people with disabilities, etc.  They help people with their budgeting and work skills.  They have a great track record.  He pointed out the City of Raleigh has partnered with them on specific projects and told how they leverage the money the City provides.  He talked the cost of having people in homeless shelters and how they feel their program can help provide shelter much cheaper.  He told of the success of their programs, how many units have been built and they have been financing their program in the past from selling off real assets.  He pointed out, however, they do not have anymore to sell.  He called on the Council to help fund the program, to help them get into a position to address the needs.

Harold Dover, 10 Seawell Avenue, asked the Council to consider the taxi rate increase.  He stated the issue has gone from Committee to Committee as there is concern about the possible negative impact of a taxi increase on the City budget because of the ART Program.  He stated the taxi drivers were told to come to this meeting.  He pointed out several prior to him had talked about transportation needs in Raleigh and that is very important for the City’s plan to grow.  He talked about CAT/DATA/TTA and the taxis being asked to provide service to the Brier Creek area.  He talked about the increase in gas since this time last year and if something is not done for our taxi drivers they are going to be out of business.  Gas is a cost of them doing business and they cannot continue to operate at the same level as last year.  He pointed out the City Council has the ability to raise tax to support the business of government and the only thing taxi drivers can do to support their business is to raise fares.  He pointed out businesses can raise their labor rates and gave several instances of rate increases for various occupations such as car dealerships, shop mechanics, etc.  He pointed out the City also wants the taxi drivers to participate in the ART Program and they have no problem with doing that but they must get a taxi rate increase or there will be no taxis to participate in that program.  He called on the Council to take a serious look at this when discussing the budget.  He stated there are about 500 cab drivers in the City of Raleigh and everyone is on hold.
David Worters, 2818 Anderson Drive, representing the North Carolina Symphony, pointed out the City Manager recommended $50,000 but the last 3 years they have received some $100,000 and asked if the City could continue that.  He talked about the number of performances in Raleigh and how much the Symphony benefits the Raleigh area.  He stated 40 percent of their performances take place in the City of Raleigh.  He pointed out they have a $12 million dollar budget and less than 1 percent of their annual revenues come from the City.  He talked about the redevelopment in that part of town and asked the City Council to consider continued funding at the same level as last year.

Mary Freeman and Gary B. Carr, Tammy Lynn Center, requested $80,000 for their Early Childhood Early Intervention Services.  They expressed appreciation to the City of Raleigh for their past support, talked about the money they had received from the City in the past and what was being recommended this year.  They explained they have a budget of over $6 million for the upcoming year pointing out the Center’s fund raising goal has increased 75 percent to over $1 million dollars.  The Center is committed to maintaining its current level of service.  They talked about the number of Early Intervention Services to 47 City of Raleigh children age birth to 3 years in fiscal year 2006/2007.  Forty eight percent of all of the families served by this program are at or below poverty level.
Victor Boone presented the following prepared statement:

I am the Regional Manager of Legal Aid of North Carolina for the area that includes the City of Raleigh.  I am the former Executive Director of East Central Community Legal Services, which was merged a couple of years ago with Legal Aid of North Carolina (LANC).  I am a 29-year resident of this City and I have worked the entire time with Legal Aid.

When my office was known as ECCLS, its responsibility was to provide legal assistance in non-criminal cases to low income residents and senior citizens in a 5-county area, including Wake.  For at least 13 years prior to its merger with LANC, ECCLS received a significant grant each year from the City of Raleigh to serve the city’s youth, elderly and homeless with regard to legal matters that confronted them.  It has continued that service in every respect since the merger.  Those services include frequently representing senior citizens arid others, many with young children, with regard to matters involving the potential loss of their shelter, including mortgage foreclosures.  We assist persons as well in other mailers that impact their economic stability and help avoid becoming homeless.  For example, we successfully represented a woman with young children in her unemployment insurance appeal who literally would have been evicted from her apartment for non-payment of rent had her appeal been lost.  In another case, a man with a wife and family was on the verge of losing the family home to foreclosure when we prevailed in getting benefits awarded to him.  With the back benefits that were paid, he was able to make current his mortgage payments and avoid foreclosure until he found another job.  We handle many other types of cases, of course.  These are but a few examples of the kind of work that we do that will be compromised if the recommendation of the Human Services Committee for no funding of Legal Aid is accepted.

For at least the past 17 years and probably 21, Legal Aid has relied significantly on a grant to assist us in providing very critical services to low income and senior residents in this City.  During the last 7+ years, at least, the amounts of the grants have been in the range of $30,000 to $35,000.  We have always met all of the requirements for receiving the funds and have never fallen short in any respect.  I told you this last year and nothing has changed concerning our meeting the requirements of the grant.  I should note that, even though ECCLS merged with LANC several years ago, our responsibility for addressing the legal needs of low income residents in Raleigh has not changed and the devotion of our resources to that effort has been consistently substantial.

The Raleigh office of LANC utilizes its staff in Raleigh to serve clients in Wake County almost exclusively.  The majority of clients served by the Raleigh office reside in Raleigh.  During calendar year 2005, 574 clients out of 966 who were advised or assisted in some way were residents of Raleigh.  For the 6-month period from July 1, 2005 to December 31, 2005, Legal Aid provided 1,462 hours of service to eligible Raleigh residents when only 450 hours were required under the grant.

In the letter we received several weeks ago from the City’s Human Relations Commission the reason given for not recommending funding for the coming fiscal year was that the Grants Committee “believed that legal services for youth funding should be procured from other funding sources and need to continue requesting funds from other cities that they are providing the services to.”

My response to that is two-fold.  Firstly, you can see from the statistical data I presented that the majority of the clients Legal Aid serves live in Raleigh.  We have submitted grant requests to other municipalities in Wake County for the coming fiscal year.  So far, that effort has not met with any success.

Secondly, although every dollar in our budget counts and we need the $35,000 we are requesting, Legal Aid has a diverse funding base and is not asking the City to assume major responsibility for its financial stability.  Legal Aid does not fall within the group of applicants for whom a large portion of their budgets would be derived from the City’s grant process.

I might add that access to legal assistance is one of the fundamental components of our democracy.  To the extent access is limited, our democracy is compromised.  To the extent our democracy is compromised, the faith of our citizenry in our way of government is compromised.  That is not a scenario we want for our city or our country.

I recognize that it is unlikely Legal Aid or any other entity or group will ever be able to meet all of the legal needs of low-income persons in this area, but we can make a reasonable effort with consistent funding from a variety of sources for those in the greatest need to avoid the most devastating consequences that would result without legal assistance.  The City can and should continue playing a role in helping to make sure that, to the extent Legal Aid is a safety net for its citizenry, it does not have part of its fabric torn apart.

I commend the Grants Committee for the time and effort that was put into reviewing the numerous applications for funding.  The members, I think, are wonderful people who had tough decisions to make.  I am not here to criticize their judgment.  I simply ask that you not accept their recommendation because it will result in a reduction in very critical services that many City residents need in order to avoid major adverse consequences in their lives.

The City has received major benefits for its low-income residents for the money it has invested through the grants provided in the past to Legal Aid.  I could present to you a long and detailed list of our accomplishments on behalf of the residents and, thus, the City, but the need for brevity precludes such.  I invite each of you, however, to pay our office a visit to find out more about the work we do.  We are located just one block from this building at 224 South Dawson Street.

For the reasons I have given you, I ask that you continue funding Legal Aid of North Carolina’s Raleigh office in the amount it requested in order that we can cover most of the cost of retaining one inexperienced lawyer, minus the cost of fringe benefits, who provides services to at least 200 low income residents in the city for one year.

That concludes my presentation to you.  Now I would like the chair of the Local Advisory Council of the Raleigh office, Tim Sullivan, to make a few comments in support of continued funding.

Tim Sullivan, 103 N. East Street, spoke in support of Mr. Boone’s remarks.  He pointed out 59 percent of the clients served by that program live in Raleigh pointing out it is a small portion of their resources but represents a significant program in the City.  He urged the Council not to cut off this essential source of funding.
Roberta Gibson, 3110 Stedman Drive, representing Hilliard Street Ministries, stated she is not sure what she is asking for.  She attended Raleigh Neighborhood College and was told she should come before the budget hearing.  She talked about the work she does with the homeless, spoke in support of the Raleigh/Wake 10-Year Plan for Ending Homelessness, called on the Council to address root causes of the problems, include the local agencies that are already addressing the problems, talked about what needs to be done to help people get a job and work that needs to be done to address the problems.  She called on the Council to look at the programs in place, make sure we have accountability and continue supporting those programs to help address the causes.
Mary Bell Pate, Crestline Drive, indicated she would not repeat the list she gave to the Council during the prebudget hearing.  She still wants to see those.  She spoke in support of the Hillsborough Street project as she wants to see that finished.  She spoke in support of the “Old Geezer’s” request for improvements to their health insurance pointing out that is why she remained in teaching as she knew when she retired she would get her health care provided.  She expressed appreciation to the City for the sidewalks on Lineberry and pointed out if the City cannot give them a sidewalk at least give some type of multipurpose path from Lineberry to Raleigh Oaks.  She talked about two houses at the Southeast end of Maywood Avenue that have been boarded up, no house numbers, etc.  She would like to see changes made that will allow the City to address those issues without having so much time pass.  She talked about the number of houses that are boarded up or unhabitable in her area and asked that staff be given to help address those issues.
No one else asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.

SURPLUS PROPERTY – 110 S0UTH EAST STREET – HEARING – SALE AUTHORIZED
This was a hearing to consider sale of City-owned property at 110 South East Street to Amalgamated Empire Properties LLC for $72,850 subject to the upset bid process per GS 160A-269 with the following conditions:

a. The proposed project will be developed consistent with the October 28, 2004 OBS Landscape Architect site plan (SP-108-04), or an option acceptable to the City.

b. The City will have the option to repurchase the approximately 12’ wide by 120’ long strip of property located directly south of the parcel at 109 South Bloodworth Street in the event that the City needs the property for future redevelopment.  The repurchase price will be the tax value of the unimproved property at the time of repurchase.

c. Compliance with required HUD notifications and requirements.

d. The land sale will include an ownership reversion clause in the event the relocation project is not substantially completed within 18 months from the time of land sale.

e. The property will be sold “as is”.

f. The buyer must secure all the necessary City development approvals before the land sale closing.

This bid was advertised in the News & Observer on May 19, 2006.  No upset bids were received.  Following the hearing, pending Council consideration of any public comments received if any, it would be appropriate to authorize the sale of the property to Amalgamated Empire Properties LLC for $72,850.  The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Isley moved approval of the sale as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
STREET IMPROVEMENTS – NAVAHO DRIVE – HEARING – RESOLUTION DIRECTING PROJECT ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider adopting a resolution directing the reconstruction of Navaho Drive beginning at the end of the public street extending westward for approximately 650 feet.  The reconstruction will consist of removal and repaving the existing ribbon pavement with assessments at the rate of $32 per front foot.  The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of a resolution directing the repairs as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 921.
SIDEWALK REPAIRS – 5317 KAPLAN DRIVE – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider adopting a resolution directing sidewalk repairs at 5317 Kaplan Drive with an estimated cost of $532.  If the improvements are directed, the abutting property owner would be assessed 100% of the actual cost.  The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of a resolution directing the sidewalk repairs as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 922.

SIDEWALK INSTALLATION – TRAILWOOD HILLS DRIVE – HEARING – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PROJECT ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider a petition for the installation of sidewalks on the east side of Trailwood Hills Drive for approximately 83 feet from Alder Ridge Lane to the existing improvements with assessments at the rate of $6 per abutting foot subject to applicable exemptions.  The Mayor opened the hearing.  

Jason Hibbetts, 2410 Ramsgate Drive, spoke in support of the project.

No one else asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Crowder moved adoption of a resolution directing the project as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0.  See Resolution 923.

ASSESSMENT ROLLS – VARIOUS – HEARING – RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider the adoption of a resolution confirming charges for the following improvements:

a. Water AR 1303 - Forsyth Street according to charges outlined in Resolution 2006-879 adopted on May 2, 2006.

b. Paving AR 907 - Forsyth Street according to charges outlined in Resolution 2006-882 adopted on May 2, 2006.

c. Paving AR 908 - Mayflower Drive according to charges outlined in Resolution 2006-880 adopted on May 2, 2006.

d. Sidewalk AR 362 - Sidewalk repairs in various locations according to charges outlined in Resolution 2006-881 adopted on May 2, 2006.

e. Sewer AR 1303 - Sandy Chase/Birch Brook Court sewer according to charges outlined in Resolution 2006-883 adopted on May 2, 2006.

The Mayor opened the hearing on each case.  No one asked to be heard, therefore the hearings were closed.  Mr. West moved adoption of resolutions confirming the charges as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolutions 924, 925, 926, 927 and 928.
ANNEXATIONS – PROVIDENCE SUBDIVISION, BUILDER’S MUTUAL PROPERTY, FRENCH WOODS SUBDIVISION, CAPITAL FORD AND INTERVENING RIGHT-OF-WAY – HEARINGS – ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider the following petitioned annexations.  If following the hearing, the Council wishes to proceed, it would be appropriate to adopt ordinances annexing the properties effective June 30, 2006 and a resolution placing the properties in the appropriate electoral districts.

LOCATION
ELECTORAL DISTRICT

Providence Subdivision, Phase 1
C

Builder’s Mutual Property/10800 Durant road
B

French Woods Subdivision
A

7521 Reba Drive/Capital Ford & Intervening ROW
B
The Mayor opened the hearing on each location.  No one asked to be heard, thus the hearings were closed.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of ordinances annexing the properties effective June 30, 2006 and adoption of a resolution placing the properties in the appropriate electoral districts.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinances 34, 35, 36, 37 and Resolution s 929.

ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Mayor Meeker announced the meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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