
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY BOARD 

 

The Environmental Advisory Board of the City of Raleigh held a meeting on Tuesday, September 8, 2016 at 

5:00 p.m. in Room 303, Raleigh Municipal Building, 222 West Hargett Street, Avery C. Upchurch Government 

Complex, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present: 

 

BOARD MEMBERS   STAFF 

Larry Larson, Vice Chair   Megan Anderson, Sustainability Manager 

Rob Gelblum     Cindy Holmes, Assistant Sustainability Manager 

Anya Gordon 

Aranzazu Lascurain 

Justin Senkbeil 

Dave Toms (by phone) 

 

ABSENT 

Beverley Clark 

Laurel Passera, Chair 

Brian Starkey 

 

1. Meeting Called to Order 

 

2. Board Discussion  

 

Annual Report 

There was discussion of content for the FY16 Annual Report.  It was decided to submit the annual report 

for the October 18, 2016 City Council meeting.  The board requested that Ms. Holmes put together a 

final version of the annual report that incorporates the changes made at the meeting. The final version 

will be e-mailed to the members.  

 

Liaison to Other Boards/Commissions 

Mr. Toms thinks the board members should liaison to other City Boards and Commissions to integrate 

and share goals.  He would like to develop a situation in which site plans would come to the board for 

comment.  He suggested that board members sit on various other boards and commissions or at least 

attend a certain number of meetings annually. 

 

It was decided that before the next Environmental Advisory Board meeting, board members would think 

about which board or commission they would like to build a connection with by attending a couple of 

meetings annually. 

 

Nomination for FY17 Chair and Vice Chair 

Mr. Larson suggested Ms. Lascurain, Ms. Clark, and Mr. Starkey would be good candidates for Chair 

and Co-chair.  It was decided that the members would e-mail nominations to Ms. Holmes before the 

next meeting and with voting to occur at the October meeting. 

 

There was discussion of deciding on leadership, the contents of the work plan, and on teams for working 

on individual items all at the October meeting and tying these together based on board objectives. 

 

Ms. Anderson provided clarification of regulations surrounding forming subcommittees versus work 

teams. 

 

There was further discussion of the FY17 Work Plan.  Mr. Toms suggested focusing on a manageable 

pilot project like a bee pollinator program, possibly partnering with the Urban Design Center. 
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There was discussion of the Office of Sustainability providing the board with information on the City 

projects they are currently working on with the idea that the board could provide political support.  The 

Board requested that Ms. Anderson provide a list of Sustainability Staff projects. 

 

3.Approval of Meeting Minutes 

 

The minutes of the August 11, 2016 meeting were approved. 

 

Mr. Toms arrived at the meeting at 6:18. 

 

4.Staff Report 

 

Environmental Award Categories 

Staff recommendation for the Environmental Award Ceremony is April 25, 2017.  Applications would 

open on November 18, 2016 and close on February 14, 2017. 

 

There was discussion of award categories for the award ceremony and modification to the event. 

 

5.Other Business 

 

Urban Agriculture Day 

The Urban Agriculture Day will be Saturday, October 8, 2016 at Mordecai Historic Park at 10:00 in the 

classroom in the visitors’ center.  Board members are requested to be there at 9:30.  There will be coffee 

at 9:45; the presentations by award winners will be 10:00; a tour of the kitchen garden at10:45; and a 

talk by Steve Cohen, City of Portland Bureau of Planning and Sustainability, at 11:00. 

 

Mr. Gelblum left the meeting at 6:29. 

 

Ms. Gordon related a recent trip to Portland, Oregon and contacts and experiences of the trip related to 

urban agriculture.  She met with Richard Meeker, who is an owner of newspapers in Portland and 

Raleigh, and discussed the possibility of him being the keynote speaker at the Environmental Awards 

Ceremony. 

 

Solar Permitting Report Review 

Staff is working with Ms. Passera to finalize the draft report for approval by the board. 

 

There was further discussion of the Environmental Awards Ceremony.  There was mention of adding a 

section to the ceremony in which the board would “call-out” City projects that they felt were in line with 

the board’s objectives. 

 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 


