ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY BOARD

The Environmental Advisory Board of the City of Raleigh held a meeting on Thursday, February 11, 2016 at
5:00 p.m. in Room 305, Raleigh Municipal Building, 222 West Hargett Street, Avery C. Upchurch Government
Complex, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present:

BOARD MEMBERS STAFFE

Laurel Passera, Chair Megan Anderson, Sustainability Manager
Beverley Clark Cindy Holmes, Assistant Sustainability Manager
Rob Gelblum

Anya Gordon

Aranzazu Lascurain
Justin Senkbeil
Brian Starkey

Dave Toms

ABSENT
Larry Larson, Vice Chair

1. Reading and Approval of Minutes
The new and existing board members and staff introduced themselves and gave a brief overview of their
backgrounds. The newest member, Beverley Clark, is an attorney who has worked with The Nature
Conservancy, the Wake County Board of Education, and the WakeUP County Board. She helped
organize the Livability Tour.
The minutes of the January 14, 2016 meeting were approved as written.

2. 2016 Environmental Awards

Fundraising

There was discussion of funds currently raised, ongoing fundraising efforts, and possible donations of
beer and wine. There was discussion of raising enough money to have a buffer for other projects, such
as pilot programs.

Awards Ceremony

There was discussion of the logistics of the award ceremony with a new venue at the Glenwood Club
and greater involvement of the board members as presenters. Council Member Cox will be the Council
representative at the event.

Mr. Gelblum left at 5:45.
There was brief discussion of jury night, which is scheduled for the board’s March meeting.

There was brief discussion of what type of assistance the board would like to receive from Council
Member Cox as their Council liaison.

The addition of the Trashion show and the flow of the event were discussed. Some of the details of the
ceremony are still being developed.
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Ms. Anderson and Ms. Holmes have spoken with Jennifer MacDougall with the Blue Cross Blue Shield
Foundation, who will be the event keynote speaker. They have a follow up meeting scheduled with her.

FY16 Work Plan

Cassie Schumacher-Georgopoulos, Senior Planner with Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Resources will
speak with the board at their April meeting.

Monica Chaparro will come to a future meeting to speak about the City’s strategic plan. Council
member Cox will also be attending an upcoming meeting.

Ms. Passera asked staff if the City had weighed in on the Clean Power Plan. Ms. Holmes had recently
contacted the City Attorney’s Office and the City had not weighed in at that time.

Ms. Passera also provided some examples of what other cities are doing to support urban agriculture.
http://www.richmondgov.com/communitygarden/
http://www?2.0aklandnet.com/Government/o/PBN/OurOrganization/PlanningZoning/OAK029859
http://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/2530/Urban-Agriculture-Assessment
http://sfgsa.org/urban-agriculture-ordinance

There was discussion of what role the board can play and value it can add in making recommendations
concerning the Strategic Plan.

Other Business/Announcements

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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