
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY BOARD 

 

The Environmental Advisory Board of the City of Raleigh held a meeting on Tuesday, July 12, 2016 at 5:00 

p.m. in Room 303, Raleigh Municipal Building, 222 West Hargett Street, Avery C. Upchurch Government 

Complex, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present: 

 

BOARD MEMBERS   STAFF 

Laurel Passera, Chair    Megan Anderson, Sustainability Manager 

Larry Larson, Vice Chair   Cindy Holmes, Assistant Sustainability Manager 

Beverley Clark 

Rob Gelblum 

Anya Gordon 

Brian Starkey     VISITORS 

Dave Toms     Chris Heagarty, City of Oaks Foundation 

 

ABSENT 

Aranzazu Lascurain 

Justin Senkbeil 

 

1. Reading and Approval of Minutes 

 

The minutes of the May 12, 2016 meeting were approved. 

 

2. Urban Ag Day 

 

Mr. Heagarty, City of Oaks Foundation, spoke to the board concerning an urban agriculture program the 

foundation is initiating.  The foundation is interested in partnering with the board for this event in the 

fall.  The foundation is working on transferring 50 acres of land-conservation property with use 

restrictions at the Kallam-Wyatt Farm to the City.  The foundation is offering the board the use of the 

land for the event, as well as community gardening, an incubator farm, and/or conservation education. 

 

There was discussion of ideas for use of the property and for the fall event. 

 

There was a motion for the partnering of the Environmental Advisory Board and the City of Oaks 

Foundation for an Urban Ag Day on the second Saturday of October.  The motion was passed. 

 

Mr. Heagarty gave a brief background of the City of Oaks Foundation. 

 

3. EAB Work Plan and Strategic Direction 

 

There was discussion of the board forming subcommittees.  The discussion involved what topics the 

subcommittees would be formed around and what the desired outcomes would be.  Mr. Gelblum 

suggested the subcommittees be based on the three components of conservation:   air, water, and soil. 

 

Mr. Starkey suggested slowing down the scheduling of presentations given at the board’s meeting 

because of the amount of time they take.  The board discussed setting time limits on presentations. 

 

The board passed a motion that the board go paperless and staff not print any materials for the board.  

Hyperlinks to any backup material where requested to be built into the electronic board meeting 

agendas. 

 

Mr. Starkey left at 6:35 
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Topics areas of ecosystems, food, and energy were decided on for subcommittee topic areas. 

 

4. Other Award Programs 

 

Staff did research at the board’s request of Raleigh events.  There are some other award events that 

receive City funds.  If the board was to be given funds for the Environmental Awards Ceremony may 

involve caveats.  There was brief discussion of this possibility. 

 

5.Other Business 

 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 


