
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY BOARD 

 

The Environmental Advisory Board of the City of Raleigh held a meeting on Tuesday, November 10, 2016 at 

5:00 p.m. in Room 303, Raleigh Municipal Building, 222 West Hargett Street, Avery C. Upchurch Government 

Complex, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present: 

 

BOARD MEMBERS   STAFF 

Laurel Passera     Megan Anderson, Sustainability Manager 

Larry Larson,      Cindy Holmes, Assistant Sustainability Manager 

Beverley Clark 

Rob Gelblum, Vice Chair 

Anya Gordon, Chair 

Dave Toms 

 

ABSENT 

Aranzazu Lascurain 

Justin Senkbeil 

Brian Starkey 

 

1. Meeting Called to Order 

 

Ms. Anya Gordon, the new Chairperson called the meeting to order.  

 

Ms. Holmes stated that the board’s December meeting will be held at the Raleigh Convention Center 

and will include a presentation by AECOM.  The meeting will be held in room 402, which will hold 

about 200 people.  Beverages will be provided. 

 

2. EAB FY17 Work Plan Scheduling and Assignments 

 

Mr. Toms updated the board on progress on bee pollinators.  He suggested the board linking with the 

efforts of the City’s Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Resources department and the Urban Design Center 

to move forward with on the ground projects. 

 

Mr. Toms suggested making a recommendation to the Council to approve endorsement of making the 

City a Bee City and ask the Parks board make the same recommendation to the City Council; and to 

build on the Urban Agriculture Awards to incorporate pollinator projects into the urban agriculture 

awards. 

 

There was discussion of recommending that the City Council adopt tree conservation reforms. 

 

Ms. Clark recommended providing bee information to the Wake County School system.  

 

The board members will calendar the FY17 work plan at the January 2017 meeting. 

 

3.   Approval of Meeting Minutes 

 

The minutes of the October 13, 2016 meeting were approved with one change.  

 

There was discussion of requesting additional staff support for the board. 

 

Mr. Larson left at 5:45. 
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4. Staff Report 

 

The 2017 Environmental Awards Ceremony will be at the Fletcher Opera Theater on Tuesday, April 25, 

2017.  The 10 year anniversary event will include a desert/cake and champagne reception. 

 

There was also a discussion of incorporating an award for new City facilities into the Environmental 

Award Ceremony.  Ms. Gordon suggested that staff produce three to four minute videos highlighting 

projects for the Environmental Award Ceremony.  Staff will contact City departments concerning the 

possibility of creating videos, which would possibly replace having a guest speaker. 

 

A motion was made and passed to cut out the Regional Award from the Environmental Award 

Ceremony. 

 

5.  Other Business 

 

        With no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

 

6.  Upcoming Meetings/Events 

a. December 8th EAB meeting & GHG presentation – Room 402 Raleigh Convention Center  

b. January 12, 2017 EAB meeting 

c. 2017 Environmental Awards Celebration – Tuesday, April 25, 2017 Fletcher Theater 



 

EAB FY17 Work Plan  10/24/2016 

                         

To: Mayor and City Council Members 

From: Environmental Advisory Board Members 

Date: 10/24/2016 

Re: FY17 Environmental Advisory Board Work Plan  

 

1. Continue to host the Raleigh Environmental Awards, implementing changes & 

modifications to the program as appropriate.  Strategic Plan – Growth & Natural Resources  

 
2. Evaluate pollinator issues and opportunities, which may include investigating the effect 

of pesticides in Raleigh. Strategic Plan – Growth & Natural Resources and Safe, Vibrant & 

Healthy Community 

 
3. Evaluate the Compact of Mayors Agreement on Climate Change, review the City of 

Raleigh Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG), explore setting a GHG reduction goal and 

the role of renewable energy in community resiliency.  Strategic Plan – Growth & Natural 

Resources 

 

4. Continue to support urban agriculture as part of a healthy food system and evaluate an 

organics recycling program.* Strategic Plan –Safe, Vibrant & Healthy Community 

 

5. Evaluate and report on other important environmental issues and serve as a forum for 

environmental education.  Strategic Plan – Growth & Natural Resources 

 

6. Other items as directed by City Council. 

 

 

 
*Organics Recycling - The Solid Waste Reduction Task Force referred assessing the 

development of an organics/food waste diversion strategy or strategies to the Environmental 

Advisory Board. 
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