
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY BOARD 

 

The Environmental Advisory Board of the City of Raleigh held a meeting on Thursday, January 14, 2016 at 

5:00 p.m. in Room 305, Raleigh Municipal Building, 222 West Hargett Street, Avery C. Upchurch Government 

Complex, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present: 

 

BOARD MEMBERS   STAFF 

Dave Toms, Chair    Cindy Holmes, Assistant Sustainability Manager 

Laurel Passera, Vice Chair 

Rob Gelblum     VISITORS 

Anya Gordon     George Matthis, RiverGuardian Foundation 

Larry Larson     Doug Johnston, Raleigh Sister Cities 

Aranzazu Lascurain    Andy Petesch, Land Use Attorney 

Justin Senkbeil 

Brian Starkey 

 

ABSENT 

Beverley Clark 

 

1. Reading and Approval of Minutes 

 

Ms. Lascurain introduced herself and gave an overview of her background.  She has been a Raleigh 

citizen for 11 years, coming from the west coast.  She has worked for various governments in 

environmentally related positions, including the City of Seattle; Whatcom County, WA; NC State 

University; and the NC Solar Center.  She is currently a Program Coordinator for the Southeast Climate 

Science Center, NC State. 

 

The minutes of the December 10, 2015 meeting were approved with a minor text change. 

 

Mr. Larson Arrived at 5:08. 

 

2. Discussion of Public Interest 

 

Mr. Matthis said he was curious about whether there was going to be any response from the City of 

Raleigh or the Environmental Advisory Board related to the Clean Energy Plan.  He mentioned that a 

hearing was coming up and he would like to see a response to the State’s plan.  Ms. Holmes said she 

would check with the City Manager’s office and the City Council office. 

 

Mr. Johnston spoke about a recent visit to Hull, UK and ideas that came out of meetings on the trip.  

One idea concerned the Capital Area Food Network and a similar organization in Hull.  Mr. Johnston 

invited the board members to assist with a delegation from Hull in the first week of March concerning 

urban agriculture, sustainability, and food deserts.  He will send an e-mail with further information to 

Ms. Holmes to distribute to the board members. 

 

3. Capital Area Food Network (CAFN) Update 

 

Mr. Senkbeil left at 5:20. 

 

 Mr. Petesch introduced himself.  He has been working on a number of agricultural related projects in 

Raleigh including the Raleigh City Farm and the Well Fed Community Garden.  He is involved with the 

Capital Area Food Network. 
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 Mr. Petesch spoke to the board about the background and goals of CAFN, including work they are doing 

with the City of Raleigh, Wake County, and the Wake County School System. 

 

 Ms. Passera asked what kind of regulatory policy issues the committee was getting into.  Mr. Petesch 

mentioned that CAFN has worked on comments for the City’s Comprehensive Plan and Unified 

Development Ordinance (UDO), as well learning about policy to be able to be a resource to other local 

governments. 

 

 Mr. Starkey asked Mr. Petesch to share with the board the CAFN recommendation to the City’s 

Comprehensive Plan.  Mr. Petesch said he could send them to the board, but also highlighted them in the 

meeting. 

 

 The highlights included: 

• Multi-modal transportation design to account for farm stands and urban agriculture to be 

included in public transit stops; 

• Growth Centers to promote transportation for access to groceries; 

• Bus connectivity versus parking spaces at grocery sites; 

• A composting program; 

• Development of a food action plan; 

• And assisted housing with garden space. 

  

Mr. Starkey asked how the network is being received and how the board could help.  Mr. Petesch said 

that they have been received very well.  They have met with Ken Bowers, Doug Hill, and other 

members of City staff and submitted suggestions.  He said a resolution of support from the board to the 

City Council would be welcome.   

 

Mr. Starkey asked if the network has had conversations with the City’s Park, Recreation, and Cultural 

Resources department.  Mr. Petesch was not aware of any conversations at this point. 

 

Mr. Starkey shared a news article with the board:  “34 Community Gardens Saved from Demolition 

after City Makes Them Parks.” 

 

Mr. Starkey left at 5:45. 

 

Mr. Larson requested that the new City Planner for the Dix Property come speak to the board to address 

the limitations of regulations. 

 

Mr. Toms arrived at 5:48. 

 

There was brief discussion on the park planning process and the question of whether there was a process 

for amending an existing plan.  Ms. Gordon asked about plans for an urban garden pilot project.  Ms. 

Homes confirmed that staff is working on a plan. 

 

4. 2016 Environmental Awards 

 

Ms. Gordon mentioned that it is now fundraising season.  She wants to raise $25,000 to $30,000.  She 

mentioned that fundraising usually works better if you approach someone who you know. 



Environmental Advisory Board 

December 10, 2015 

3 

 

 

Ms. Gordon met with Jennifer MacDougall with the Blue Cross and Blue Shield (BCBS) of NC 

Foundation, who will be the keynote speaker for the awards ceremony.  Ms. Gordon suggested that with 

her as speaker, the board may be able to get a larger donation from BCBS this year.  Ms. Holmes will be 

setting up a staff meeting with Ms. MacDougall. 

 

There was discussion of coordinating fundraising efforts to avoid multiple board members contacting 

the same person for a donation. 

 

There have been 4 to 6 award applications received and the process is open until February 12, 2016. 

 

The March 10, 2016 board meeting will be an extended meeting to allow for jurying of awards.  The 

meeting is set for 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in room 303 of the Raleigh Municipal Building.  The jury will 

be the board members and four board and commission members, one each from:  Planning Commission; 

Appearance Commission; Stormwater Management Advisory Commission; and Parks, Recreation, and 

Greenway Advisory Board.  The City will have dinner catered by Irregardless Café.  Mr. Senkbeil will 

be the jury chair.  Stormwater staff will be present to provide additional expertise. 

 

Ms. Gordon suggested asking companies that are potential donors if they would consider applying for an 

award. 

 

Mr. Larson said that he would like to see the board take more ownership of the award ceremony.  Staff 

will be turning over a larger portion of the event presentation to board members.  Mr. Larson and Mr. 

Senkbeil will meet with staff to work on planning the event, which will be Thursday, April 21, 2016. 

 

Staff would like to have sponsorship funds by the end of March. 

 

For personal reasons, Mr. Toms resigned his position as Board Chair.  The board elected Ms. Passera as 

Board Chair.  Mr. Larson was elected as Vice Chair. 

 

Mr. Larson left at 6:14. 

 

5. FY16 Work Plan Schedule 

 

Mr. Toms requested that Monica Chaparro, Strategic Planning and Performance Manager for the City 

come speak to the board about the Strategic Plan at the board’s February meeting. 

 

Ms. Gordon requested that Cassie Schumacher-Georgopoulos, Senior Planner for Parks, Recreation, and 

Cultural Resources comes speak to the board concerning obstacles to community gardens on City 

property.  Ms. Lascurain would like to see these obstacles in writing. 

 

6. Other Business/Announcements 

 

There was discussion of looking into the U.S. Climate Plan. 

 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 


