
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY BOARD 

 

The Environmental Advisory Board of the City of Raleigh held a meeting on Thursday, June 9, 2016 at 5:00 

p.m. in Room 303, Raleigh Municipal Building, 222 West Hargett Street, Avery C. Upchurch Government 

Complex, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present: 

 

BOARD MEMBERS   STAFF 

Laurel Passera, Chair    Megan Anderson, Sustainability Manager 

Larry Larson, Vice Chair   Cindy Holmes, Assistant Sustainability Manager 

Beverley Clark 

Anya Gordon     VISITORS 

Justin Senkbeil    City Council Member David Cox 

Brian Starkey     Rossie Izlar, UNC Chapel Hill Graduate Student 

      Gary Bilbro, SMART Recycling U.S., Inc. 

 

ABSENT 

Rob Gelblum 

Aranzazu Lascurain 

Dave Toms 

 

1. Reading and Approval of Minutes 

 

Due to City network issues, the minutes from the May meeting were not available for approval. 

 

2. Discussion of Public Interests 

 

Rossie Izlar, UNC Chapel Hill Graduate Student introduced herself.  She is a graduate student at UNC-

Chapel Hill studying science journalism.  She is helping the Office of Sustainability beef up their 

sustainability spotlight blog over the summer. 

 

Mr. Bilbro, President and CEO of SMART Recycling U.S., Inc. introduced himself and gave a brief 

explanation of his company, which is based in Apex, NC.  He mentioned that the company signed a 

contract with Fort Bragg and mentioned that he is excited about working with the Environmental 

Advisory Board, the City of Raleigh, Wake County, the Wake County School System, and the local 

universities.  Mr. Bilbro has served on various environmental boards.  There was brief conversation with 

the board concerning recycling. 

 

3. Environmental Awards Ceremony Discussion 

 

There was discussion of the Environmental Awards Ceremony held in April.  The board discussed what 

they thought went well with the event and some things that could be done differently in the future.  Ms. 

Gordon suggested the board define their goals and aline the awards with those goals.  Mr. Larson 

questioned how the City’s Stormwater division became involved with the ceremony, and there was 

consideration of whether or not to continue this involvement in the future.  Mr. Cox suggested looking 

into the possibility of encouraging diversity by providing equipment and input through organizations, 

such as YMCAs.  Ms. Holmes mentioned that equipment could also be reserved for use through the 

City’s RTN division. 

 

Ms. Passera questioned what events the City provides funding for and the possibility of obtaining City 

funds for the ceremony venue.  Ms. Gordon requested accounting details of the event costs.  Staff will 

provide historical cost information. 
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Mr. Senkbeil suggested that the ceremony celebrate projects that the City is working on and recognize 

achievements of private individuals over the past year.  Mr. Larson suggested the board work towards 

clarity on what the board is trying to accomplish with the award ceremony.  Ms. Gordon was interested 

in identifying who attends the ceremony and targeting the general public, in addition to award recipients. 

 

Ms. Anderson mentioned the possibility of partnering with the City of Oaks Foundation and combining 

the ceremony with an event the foundation is planning.  Mr. Cox questioned whether the board would 

consider the Convention Center for the event if it is feasible.  He mentioned this could allow for space 

for information booths.  Ms. Anderson also mentioned an idea for holding the event at Dix Park, 

possibly with a tent. 

 

Ms. Holmes mentioned that Chris Heagarty, with the City of Oaks Foundation, would like to come to a 

meeting and talk about the possibility of partnering with the board on the fall urban agriculture event.  

The board agreed to add this to the July agenda. 

 

4. EAB Work Plan and Strategic Direction 

 

Ms. Passera requested this item be added to the agenda to talk about what the board is doing and where 

it is going.  Ms. Holmes gave an overview of the creation and history of the board. 

 

There was extensive discussion of forming subcommittees to address various goals and concerns of the 

board. 

 

5.  Other Business 

 

Due to a staff conflict, the board decided to change the date of the July 2016 meeting.  A date will be 

chosen through an online Doodle poll. 

 

Ms. Holmes will provide the board with a list of the policy actions, including dates, that the board has 

recommended to Council in the past.  Staff will also provide the board the Sustainability office’s work 

plan. 

 

There was brief discussion of the upcoming election of board officials and the annual report presentation 

to the City Council. 

 

Mr. Bilbro thanked the board members for their work. 

 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 


