
 

 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY BOARD 

 
The Environmental Advisory Board of the City of Raleigh held a meeting on Thursday, February 8, 2018 at 5:00 
p.m. in Room 303, Raleigh Municipal Building, 222 West Hargett Street, Avery C. Upchurch Government 
Complex, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present: 
 
BOARD MEMBERS   STAFF 
Anya Gordon, Chair    Cindy Holmes, Sustainability Office 
Todd Kennedy, Vice Chair  Megan Anderson, Sustainability Office 
Aranzazu Lascurain   Grace Levin, Sustainability Office 
Beverley Clark    Amanda Astor, Solid Waste Services Department 
Justin Senkbeil     
Rob Gelblum     
Graham Smith    VISITORS 
Larry Larson    Linda Watson 
 
ABSENT      
Brian Starkey    CITY COUNCIL 
     David Cox 
    

I. Call to Order 
Ms. Anya Gordon called the meeting to order at 5:00 pm.  
 

II. Approval of Meeting Minutes  
 The minutes from the January meeting were approved as written.  
 

III. Public Comment 
Ms. Linda Watson, Vice Chair of the Glenwood CAC addressed the board and asked if the City would 
consider making plant-based food options available at City facilities. Ms. Watson discussed plant-based 
foods are more sustainable than meat and other animal-based foods.  
 

IV. Presentations 
Ms. Gordon invited the visitors to step out in the hallway as the board went into closed session to review 
the Environmental Awards Jury Recommendations. Mr. Justin Senkbeil reviewed the recommendations 
with the board. The Environmental Advisory Board approved the Jury recommendations as presented. 
Ms. Cindy Holmes will present the recommendations to the City Council after the February 20, 2018 City 
Council meeting.    
 

 
V. Staff Reports   

Ms. Amanda Astor with the Solid Waste Services Department provided a brief overview of the Single 
Family Residential Curbside Textile Collection Pilot Project which will begin on February 20, 2018. The 
board members discussed the new program and the nature of the recycling markets overall.  

 
Ms. Megan Anderson updated the board that their Urban Agriculture Recommendation that was sent to 
the City Council in the Manager’s Report.  
 
Ms. Holmes and Ms. Grace Levin provided an update on the Environmental Awards Celebration. The 
City of Oaks Foundation, EAB and the sponsoring departments have raised a total of $6,750 for the 
program this year.   



 

 

Ms. Holmes reminded the board members of the survey that had been sent to them from the City. The 
first part of the survey is on demographics. There will also be a second survey requesting additional 
information.  

   
    

VI.  Other Business/Announcements/ Member Comments   
Board members discussed items of concern and interest to them. Additional events and lectures will be 
added to the upcoming section of the agenda and more time will be allocated in the future for discussion 
and comments.  

     
VII.  Upcoming Meetings/Events      

a. Crossroads Series: Michael Specter – February 22, 2018 at the Hunt Library 
b. Next meeting of the EAB will be on March 8, 2018 
c. Environmental Awards Celebration - March 22, 2018 at the old City Market 
d. Swift Creek Week – March 17-24, 2018 

 
VIII. Adjournment 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:00 pm. 
 
Attachments:  Single Family Residential Curbside Textile Recycling Pilot Project Presentation 
   
   

 
 
 
 
 



Solid Waste Services

Textile Recycling Program Overview

Partnering with:  



Solid Waste Services

Textile Recycling

• Fast growing part of the waste stream
• 85% of textiles are landfilled each year

– Americans throw away ~70 pounds of textiles 
annually 

– Only 15% gets donated/recycled



Solid Waste Services

• Simple Recycling providing 
service

• 3-year pilot program
•No cost to residents 



Solid Waste Services

How does the program work?

Simple Recycling will mail 
each household guidelines 
and custom printed orange 
recycling bags.

Bags can also be obtained at 
www.SimpleRecycling.com/su
pplies



Solid Waste Services

How does the program work?



Solid Waste Services

Items Collected

• CLOTHING
• COATS & JACKETS

• HATS, GLOVES, 
SOCKS & 

UNDERGARMENTS
• BLANKETS
• TOWELS

• DRAPES/CURTAINS 
& PILLOWS

• SLEEPING BAGS
• SHOES

• ACCESSORIES (BAGS 
& PURSES)



Solid Waste Services

Items Not Accepted

• Traditional Recyclables (glass, paper, plastic, 
etc.)

• Electronics
• Household hazardous waste
• Tires
• Gas powered equipment
• “Bulky” items 



Solid Waste Services

Mailer 1
Delivered the Week of 2/5/18



Solid Waste Services

Mailer 2
Delivered the Week of 2/12/18



Solid Waste Services

Collection Bags



Solid Waste Services

Simple Recycling & Non-Profits

• Simple is a for-profit organization
• Residents are encouraged to continue 

donating textiles to their preferred non-profits 
• Resource list of local non-profits provided on 

City’s website  



Solid Waste Services

ABC 11 Meets Textile Recycling

http://abc11.com/business/city-of-raleigh-
begins-first-in-state-curbside-textile-recycling-
program/3013557/



Solid Waste Services



Solid Waste Services

Bulky Load Collection
• Free
• For items that can be disposed of in the landfill, but are too 

large for trash cart
• Limited to one load of up to 4 cubic yards (equivalent to 

filling the bed of a standard-sized pickup truck) 
• Can occur every 90 days
• Call (919) 996-3245 to schedule 



Solid Waste Services

Special Load Collection

• For items that cannot be disposed of in 
the landfill

• For loads larger than 4 cubic yards
• For apartment complexes and 

communities that use a dumpster for 
garbage collection

• A fee of $50 for each 4 cubic yard load is 
required in order to schedule a pickup

• Cancellation is required by 3:00 p.m. the 
day before scheduled collection for a 
refund 
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