ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY BOARD

The Environmental Advisory Board of the City of Raleigh held a meeting on Thursday, May 23,
2018 at 5:00 p.m. in Room 303, Raleigh Municipal Building, 222 West Hargett Street, Avery C.
Upchurch Government Complex, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present:

BOARD MEMBERS STAFE

Anya Gordon, Chair Cindy Holmes, Sustainability Office
Beverley Clark Megan Anderson, Sustainability Office
Aranzazu Lascurain Nicole Goddard, Sustainability Office
Linda Watson Greg Sponseller, Sustainability Office
Brian Starkey Kate Pearce, PRCR

Graham Smith Sally Thigpen, PRCR

Leigh Bragassa, PRCR
Kim D’Amico, PRCR
Gretchen Sedaris, PRCR
Charles Craig, PRCR
Seth Klopp, PRCR

ABSENT VISITORS
Todd Kennedy Brandon Cox, Food Forward NC
Justin Senkbeil Thomas Molineaux

Alice Hinman

Brianna Steele

Dylan Williams

CITY COUNCIL

. Call to Order
Ms. Anya Gordon called the meeting to order at 5:00 pm.

I1. Approval of Meeting Minutes
The minutes from the April meeting were approved as written.

I11. Introduction of new member
Mr. Brian Bobay has been appointed to the board and will be present at the June meeting.

1V. Public Comment
Mr. Brandon Cox introduced himself to the board and shared some information about his
business, Food Forward NC. Mr. Thomas Molineaux also introduced himself to the board
and stated that he is a law student at Campbell University.

V. Presentations
a) Ms. Kate Pearce provided an update on the Dix Park Master Plan.
Ms. Pearce reviewed the recent community meeting on Dix park and provided a preview
of the upcoming meeting. She also discussed how important it is that the entire
community understand that this is a park for everyone and built by everyone that includes
robust community education and engagement, including participating in events and the
planning process. The themes for the Dix Park Master Plan project are Transportation,



https://dorotheadixpark.org/

VI

Region, Site, Buildings, Partners, and Programs. There was a brief discussion of each of
the themes and some of the highlights in each area, including equitable transportation
access, improvements to Rocky Branch creek, recapturing the health benefits of this
location, and how agriculture and perhaps community gardening may integrate into the
park.

The board members had a number of questions regarding the park and the relationship
with the University. Ms. Pearce stated that NCSU is a strong partner on the project and is
helping to develop strong edges to the park. The linkages to greenways, downtown,
Union Station and Pullen park were also discussed.

Ms. Pearce reiterated that broad based public engagement is really critical to success of
the park and thanked the EAB for all of their continued interest and involvement.

b) Ms. Sally Thigpen, the new Assistant Director over Parks Maintenance provided
a presentation on “Promoting Healthy Landscapes: Alternatives to Pesticides”.

Ms. Sally Thigpen started the presentation with a brief review of the recent news about
the herbicide application on Crabtree Creek greenway trail. Ms. Thigpen reviewed what
had happened and how the Parks department informs users of the Greenway system about
herbicide applications. Ms. Gretchen Sedaris then provided an overview of the Integrated
Pest Management program and Pollinator gardens. Mr. Seth Klopp discussed Turfgrass
Applications and Practices. Ms. Leigh Bragassa reviewed the Invasive Plant control
program and that 75% of invasive removal is done through volunteer labor. Ms. Kim
D’Amico discussed the Marsh Creek Greenhouse and Nursery and that there are 50
thousand flowering annuals/year and over 1,500 heirloom vegetables for sale at the
Mordecai plant sale. There is an Integrated Pest Management program inside the
greenhouse, but there is not a mosquito program.

Copies of both presentations are attached to the minutes.

Staff Reports

a) Ms. Megan Anderson introduced Nicole Goddard and Greg Sponseller the two new
analysts in the Sustainability Office and provided a brief overview of their areas of
work.

b) There was a brief discussion of the Work Plan and the upcoming agenda item relating
to National Pollinator Week and that there would be more information at the June
meeting.

VII. Other Business/Announcements/ Member Comments

a) Ms. Linda Watson asked the board members to consider bringing the US Farm Bill
to the attention of the City Council. Ms. Watson said the proposed changes would
prohibit local govts (political subdivision of a state) from limiting pesticide use
within their jurisdiction and that Raleigh should take a stand against this language
and that it needs to be done right away.

Ms. Holmes stated that the City Attorney’s Office provides oversight on lobbying
actions on behalf of the City Council. She also asked that the board members let
staff research the proper protocol for a recommendation on pending legislation.



b)

VIIL.

Ms. Watson made a motion and asked the EAB members to recommend to the City
Council that Raleigh take a stand against the language in the Farm Bill that would
restrict local governments from limiting pesticide use. The motion was approved.

Board members asked for a copy of the Urban Agriculture Budget Note, which is
anticipated for presentation at the June 4 Budget hearing agenda.

Upcoming Meetings/Events
Next Meeting — June 14, 2018

IX. Adjournment

Attachments:

EAB PPT Dix Park Presentation
EAB PPT Parks Presentation





















The Master Plan: A Vision &
Roadmap to the Future of Dix Park
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Master Plan Process
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Developing an Engagement Process that Builds Relationships



The Park and Its Buildings

19th century
Pastoral Escape
21st century
Activated Park
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The Park and The Site

The
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Use landscape to create connections
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The Park and The Site

Restore & enhance water & ecological systems



The Park and The Site
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The Park and Its Buildings

The Ridge

Connective
landscape and
activity hub

Courtyards within McBryde

Restore the urban/rural threshold



“..after carefully examining the
whole country in the vicinity of
Raleigh, they chose a location
west of the city and about one

mile distant, on a hill near
Rocky Branch to provide a
water supply. This location has
a commanding view of the city
and (s believed to be perfectly
healthy. The grounds are
beautifully undulating...”

- 1851 Report to Legislature
of Commissioners for the
“Insane Hospital of
North Caroling”

Restore the urban/rural threshold at the historic hospital



The Park and Transportation

Transit Parking Bikes and Pedestrians

Reimagine edges & entries to welcome everyone
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Welcoming Everyone to the Park

Access via Transit: Bus Routes in Red, Proposed
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Welcoming Everyone to the Park

Access via the Regional Greenway Network
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Welcoming Everyone to the Park
A Range of Park Programs




Join us at
planning meetings.

Wednesday, June 13
6:30pm - 8:30pm

Haywood Gym
Dix Park




Dorothea Dix Park Master Plan

Join us in creating Dorothea Dix
Park!

The Dorothea Dix Park Master Plan process J O | n t h e

represents an unprecedented opportunity to

create America’s next great public park. Dix .

Park is truly a special place that has the C O nve r‘S atl O n "
potential to capture the imagination of the

world with compelling, courageous and
innovative ideas. Join the conversation today.

Sign in or sign up to get started. Learn More D i X Pa r. k . O rg/
ldeas

What do you love most about How can we make Raleigh a What do you like about Dix
Raleigh? better place? Park?



Raleigh, NC Dix Park Events

RELEVANCE DATE

TUE, JAN 23 5:30 PM
Dix Park Public Lecture | From Memory to Action: Elizabeth Silkes

Join us at the park.

#Community #Seminar .3 EI

WED, JAN 17 11:00 AM
Explore Dorothea Dix Park - Winter in the Wild (for children 2-6)

EventBrite.com
#FamilyEducation #Class 3 [14 - )
D keyword search “Dix Park

WED, FEB 14 11:00 AM
Explore Dorothea Dix Park - Love Bugs! For Children 2-6

Dorothea Dix Park Big Field, Raleigh

>
b

#FamilyEducation #Class

May- Light in the

Explore Dorothea Dix Park - EGGcellent Adventures (for children 2-6)

Woods Art Exhibit

#FamilyEducation #Class i D

WED, MAY 16 11:00 AM PO l ' DO Par‘lks
Explore Dorothea Dix Park - Metamorphosis Madness! (for ages 2-6)

Dorothea Dix Park Big Field, Raleigh

#FamilyEducation #Class ‘3 D

FRI, APR 13 7:30 AM

Leading with Landscape IV: Transforming North Carolina’s Research
Triangle Conference

James B. Hunt Jr. Library at NC State University, Raleigh

>
]

$75 - $225 #Community #Conference



RALEIGH ARTS AND DOROTHEA DIX PARK PRESENT:

LIGHT THE

A month long series of jam sessions, festivals and workshops







Promoting Healthy Landscapes

May 23, 2018

Sally Thigpen
Gretchen Sedaris
Seth Klopp

Leigh Bragassa
Kim D' Amico

I Parks,

& Recreation and

Fi Cultural Resources

o parks.raleighnc.gov




Parks and Greenway Total Area:10,034 acres

Greenway trails: 117 miles; 3898 acres

Parks and Open Spaces: 193; 6,136 acres

Meftro Parks - 9

Nature Preserves - 3
Community Parks - 25
Neighborhood Parks - 48
Mini Parks - 15

Special Parks - 34

Open Spaces - 59

Parks Facilities

Playgrounds - 70

Neighborhood and Community Centers - 34
Lakes - 2

Active Adult Centers - 2
Historic/Unique Venues - 14

Art Centers - 2

Teen Center - 1

Dog Parks/Runs - 5

Tennis Courts - 112

Pickleball Courts - 4

Ballfields — 82

Pools -9 (4 year round/5 seasonal)
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Gretchen Sedaris, Horticulturist
Horficulture
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Six Oaks Park
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idge Park

Forest R

A PROGIAN OF THE NC WILDLIT FLOBRATION
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Practices




Building healthy turf

Topdressing athletic fields using compost/ sand mix
Providing longer feed time and diminishes the use of
synthetic fertilizers

Reasons behind top dressing include: building our soil
profiles, improving drainage, adding nutrients and
creating a safe playing surface




Managing healthy turf for safe recreational spaces



Red Imported Fire Ant (RIFA)

. Major safety hazard/Invasive species
. Spot treat mounds

. Eliminated bi-annual broadcast application;
rely on monitoring

=  Trialing other controls: Boiling water, rosemary
oil; contfinue to search for alternatives




nvasive plant coniro

Hedera helix, English ivy
Barmettler Greenway
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+ POWER

* INTERNATIONAL TRADE

+ RECREATION

* SOIL AND WATER QUALITY
+  CONTROL

*  RECLAMATION

TRILLIONS!

. AGRICULTURE Economic
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ur program

INVASIVE MANAGEMENT =

File Edit View Insert Format Data Tools Add-ons Help Lasteditwas on December 14, 2017

& e~ ~ T 10% - $ % O .00 123. Calibri - n B 7 s A.- &.H-

A B C D E F G
1 ,_lPLANT REAL NAME TYPE TREATMENT VOLUNTEERS CAN... |ID
2 1/AUTUMN OLIVE Eleagnus umbellata G 2,3,5,;7,8,12 CUT, PULL link
3 2| RUSSIAN OLIVE Eleagnus pungens G 2,3,5,7,8,12 CUT, PULL link
4 3| ENGLISH IvY Hedera spp. I 1,2 CUT, PULL link
5 4| CHINESE WISTERIA Wisteria sinensis E 1,2,5 CUT link
6 5|STILT GRASS Microstegium vimineum C 11 PULL link
7 6| LIGUSTRUM Ligugstrum japonicum F 2,3,5,7,8.12 CUT, PULL link
8 7| CALLERY PEAR Pyrus calleryana A 2,3,5,7,8,12 CUT link
9 8|KuUDzZU Pueria montana E 4,10 cuT link
10 9| PORCELAIN VINE Ampelopsis brevipedunculata || 1,25 CUT link
11 10| MIMOSA Albizia julibrissin A 3,6,7,8 CUT, PULL link
12 11| TREE OF HEAVEN Ailanthus altissima A 2/3.5,7:8 CUT, PULL link
13 12| MULTIFLORA ROSE Rosa multiflora B 2.3.5,7:8 CUT, PULL link
14 13(BAMBOO Bambusa spp. & 7 CUT link
15 14| LIRIOPE Liriope spicata D 9 PULL link
16 15| BURNING BUSH Euonymus alata B 2,3,5,7,8 CUT, PULL link
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Marsh Creek Greenhouse
and Nursery

Kim D'Amico
Head Grower/Nursery Manager




BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

Safety 1st for staff and environment

=  Greenhouse sanitation at the forefront

= Daily scouting to stay ahead of issues

= Use insect and disease resistant plants



Cultural Controls

First

Encourage beneficial insects

Targef response to specific pests
and their life cycles

= Remove broad specirum sprays

= Use bio-pesticides when
necessary
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Successtul IPM practices have increased
bio-diversit




We recycle
and reuse




More Sustainable Practices

Added organics
to fertilizer program to
reduce synthetics

Added a
complete
Bio-Pesticide
Program

ng

R ¥ ol 4
_ \

L E—— AN

Dual e e s ol
| YIOYesSionay;

B Ay ME" 2
b ey o

Trialing new soil
mixes that use locally
sourced wood fiber
as a peat substitute



Education is Key To Our Success

. Staff regularly attend horticultural
seminars to stay current
. What we learn we share at our monthly -
Gardener’s Meetings & :
. We conduct educational tours of the o
Greenhouse and Nursery for new staff 2 = ——
. Our Horticultural Office is a place where v o 7 s
Gardeners can come to reszarch or ask IU MOS{: ]/ lﬂl)fEd IDSeGﬁS u
questions R o 1t .
. We provide a library of horticultural

books, catalogs, hand-outs and over 25
Years of horticultural experience
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