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Draft Summary Report 1-10-14 

Approved 1-13-14 

 

City of Raleigh Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board (CORCHAB)- 

Monthly Meeting 

 

 

 

Members Present: 
Jane Thurman 

Danny Morgan 

Terry Harper 

David Brown 

Wayne Schindler 

Jose Fraser 

Jimmy Thiem 

Danny Coleman 

 

Absent, Excused: Jenny Harper  

 

Staff present: 

Christy Cornell 

Diane Sauer 

 

 

 

Mr. David Brown called the meeting to order at 5:36 p.m.  Point of clarification on Maintenance  

 

Jimmy Thiem called the meeting to order at 5:31 p.m.   

 

 

 

 

No public comments were received. 

 

The Board reviewed the minutes from the October 14, 2013 meeting.  The minutes were unanimously 

approved. 

 

A brief report was presented on the O’Rorke-Catholic Cemetery renovation plan. Fence work is about to 

go out for bid. Zach is obtaining permission for access from adjacent private property owners. The 

Subcommittee is taking ‘wait and see’ approach about relocating signs at O’Rorke-Catholic Cemetery.  

Tree removal should begin early December. 

 

Wayne reviewed the City Attorney’s response about Hillcrest Cemetery.  

Wayne summarized: 

1. Conveyance of 6 or so individual deeds- fee simple title to heirs. 

2. Deeds do not contain requirements related to care of individual grave sites- i.e. maintenance 

in perpetuity. Don’t know of any contractual relationships for care of these plots. 
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3. If the property is turned over to the City, the City would have a legal obligation to maintain it 

similar to other cemeteries in terms of safety standards required for public use but it would 

not necessarily responsible for replacement of monuments. 

4. Abandonment of Cemeteries? City has the authority to assume control but does not have 

responsibility to acquire title in fee simple by eminent domain. The City can also condemn 

easements for perpetual care which would have a financial impact to the City. 

5. Who can legally convey to City? Current owner is Lighter Trust via quitclaim deed. Lightner 

Trust could only convey its interest to the City, not conveyance certain plots already deeded 

to heirs. 

6. Deeds have no reservation of easement to Grantor for maintenance purposes. 

7. The site does not require historical designation in order for the City to acquire the property. 

The City could decide to acquire it for nuisance abatement or to provide burial space for 

residents. A third party expert could be consulted as to the site’s historical significance.  

8. Could Lightner continue to sell plots and inter at Hillcrest while the City provides grounds 

maintenance of the site? The City could only take on maintenance to the extent a property 

owner is unknown. This is not the case here. City and Lightner would have to enter into an 

agreement to allow Lightner Funeral Home to continue interments while the City provides the 

maintenance.   

 

Questions and answers from Board: 

1. Were plots prepared or licensed from the State? How many graves are filled? According to a 

website, there are approximately 460 marked burials and 200+ unmarked graves 

2. How many empty plots are available if any? About 95% full, 25-30 left to be filled by 

families who hold deeds. 

3. Of empty plots, who owns? Are they sold?  

4. Are there records of interments available through the State? 

5. Is Lightner willing and financially able to convey funds for perpetual care to the City to City 

to offset maintenance costs? 

6. Lightner will need to provide all ownership records of existing deeds. 

7. Does the City have a purpose or need to acquire this specific piece of property? No, the City 

is not currently acquiring new land for burials of its residents.   

8. Need Lightner to clarify the statement “Take into your inventory.” Does it mean he intends to 

gift property to the City or sell? Or does he just want City to maintain it?  

9. Could a ‘Friends’ group be established to fund maintenance of this property similar to what 

was recently done at Oberlin cemetery? City could help facilitate the formation of a friends’ 

group.  Danny Coleman will speak with Ruby Green about interest among families of the 

deceased.  

10. What are the main issues which should be identified for Council? 

Action Items: 

a. Direct staff to speak with Mr. Lightner to clarify his request and to inquire if 

financial resources are available to convey to the City.  

b. Recommend that a third party be hired to determine historical significance of the site. 

c. Clearly identify existing safety concerns and maintenance needs for the site. 

i. What are the costs to bring up to standards for public use?  

1. Staff to obtain permission to walk property to determine 

condition. 

2. Estimate repair and annual maintenance costs for the site. 

ii. Is the value of what the City will receive in balance with what the 

City can expect to be expended? 
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Jimmy provided a brief overview of the Landscape Subcommittee meeting held prior to the Board 

meeting. No update was received on the Maintenance Manual Subcommittee. 

 

Chair’s Report- Jimmy encouraged all members to become involved on one of the two existing 

Subcommittees. He asked that Cindy Trumbower attend the next Board meeting to discuss the Cemetery 

Watch program. 

 

Staff’s report: Wayne reported 

 The final paint color has been selected for the columns at City Cemetery. 

 The plaque locations have been determined and will be remounted.  

 A Public Service Announcement will be released. 

 Plans are being made for a plaque unveiling ceremony to recognize the Raleigh Seed and Sod 

Garden Club for their donation. A larger grand reopening event will be scheduled for April 

16, 2014 to commemorate the 3
rd

 anniversary of the 2011 tornados. 

 Board members are invited to attend the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board 

Holiday party scheduled for Thursday, December 19, 2013 at the Ann Gordon Community 

Center. 

 

The Board agreed not to hold a December meeting.  

 

With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m. The next meeting of the Historic Cemetery 

Advisory Board is scheduled for Monday, January 13, 2014 at the Tucker House. 

 

END OF REPORT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


