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Summary Report 

City of Raleigh Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board (CORCHAB)- 

Monthly Meeting 

 

 

 

Members Present: 
Jane Thurman 

Jimmy Thiem 

Orrin Haywood 

Jenny Harper 

David Brown 

 

Staff present: 

Christy Cornell 

Wayne Schindler 

Tania Tulley-Raleigh Historic Development Commission 

 

Absent, Approved: 

Danny Morgan 

Terry Harper 

 

 

Mr. David Brown called the meeting to order at 5:36 p.m.  Point of clarification on Maintenance  

 
Mr. Jimmy Thiem called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m. Tania Tully, with the Raleigh Historic 

Development Commission, introduced herself and her role in the evening’s meeting. David motioned 

to approve the 6-10-13 minutes. Jane seconded the motion. The minutes of the June 2013 meeting 

were reviewed and unanimously approved by the Board. 

 

 

 

The Board continued its discussion of Local Designation for O’Rorke Cemetery and Mt. Hope Cemetery. 

Wayne noted that he brought the applications for both cemeteries. Tania mentioned that the applications 

need minor updates to cover the period of time since they were prepared.  Wayne reviewed the report 

prepared by Danny Morgan and himself pertaining to four outstanding questions related to the proposed 

Programmatic Certificate of Appropriateness (COA):  

 

1. Extended timeframes for the Programmatic COA are desirable.  Example, tree pruning work has 

no expiration date. Some items defined as ‘maintenance’ could be considered for the COA with 

no expiration dates. Tania noted that the Board can suggest timeframes for the Programmatic 

COA items to the Historic Development Commission. 

2. If changes are made at the renewal of an expired COA, are those changes then retroactive? 

Example: Programmatic COA is approved for 2 years. At the expiration of the COA, if standards 

or philosophies changes, would a new COA retroactive? Tania responded that changes would be 

effective from that point forward. 

3. Does an internal protocol for removal, cataloging or storage of fencing parts, headstones need to 

be developed? Tania responded that yes, a protocol should be developed but it will not be 
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included in the Programmatic COA. A Programmatic COA does not cover repair and 

maintenance items.  

4. Would installation of headstone be included in a programmatic COA? Tania replied that it would 

be included but a programmatic COA only applies to the section of the cemetery identified in the 

application (i.e. older section of Mt. Hope Cemetery).  A question was raised about new 

headstones installed for infill burials in the older section of Mt. Hope Cemetery. Would a minor 

works COA be required until the programmatic COA is developed?  Tania’s noted that her main 

concern would be the use of modern technology (i.e. video, holograms, etc.) installed in 

headstones. David stated he felt it would be o.k. to ask the headstone builder to submit a shop 

drawing prior to installation.  Jimmy noted that currently there is nothing at City Cemetery or Mt. 

Hope Cemetery which dictates the relationship of the headstone within the site. For example:  Is 

the headstone a reflection of a relationship between living family members and the deceased or is 

there an architectural relationship existing among all headstones/monuments within a cemetery? 

He asked how uniform (or unique) in design are the existing headstones at Mt. Hope and City 

Cemetery? David said that variety of design is o.k. up to the point that it would make it difficult 

for visitors to reasonably enjoy the cemetery.  The Board agreed that this item needed additional 

discussion and agreed to table the item until the next meeting so that Danny can discuss the 

magnitude of the problem in the future. This may require an ordinance change. 

 

Christy noted that she would contact Oakwood Cemetery about their regulations for headstone 

installation. 

 

David noted that under the Programmatic COA Requests section of the report, bullet three should 

read “city staff or any outside forester working under the direction of the City of Raleigh Urban 

Forester”. Tania noted that removal of live trees falls under a Landscape Master Plan, while 

“dead, diseased, or dangerous” trees falls under the Programmatic COA.  

 

Tania also noted that the Design Guidelines have not been formally adopted by City Council at 

this point. If the Board approves pursuing Local Landmark Designation for Mt. Hope and City 

Cemeteries, it would be advantageous to ask Council to adopt the Cemetery Section of the Design 

Guidelines (which has already been reviewed by Attorney Botnovick). 

 

Jimmy presented Orrin Haywood with his plaque of recognition for his years of service to the Board.  

 

Next, Jimmy guided the Board in prioritizing the current Work Plan.  

 

Goal #1:   Develop a Policy and Maintenance Manual for the operation, use, and routine 

maintenance of the City’s cemetery properties.  (Priority: High) 

Task 1:  Develop a Policy and Maintenance Manual for daily operations.   

 

Goal #2:  To continue inventory and stabilization efforts within City Cemetery. (Priority: Medium) 

Task 1:  The Board will identify the scope and costs associated with an inspection of the 

mausoleums located at City Cemetery and Mt. Hope Cemetery.  

 

Goal #4:  To preserve and protect unsecured items located in City Cemetery. (Priority: Medium) 

Task 1:  The Board will develop a protocol for the collection, inventory, and storage of 

unsecured items.  
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Goal #5:  To secure and protect existing cemetery data and records. To promote web-based access 

to existing burial records by the general public. (Move off Work Plan) 

Task 1: The Board will work with City staff to plan for the archiving of existing interment 

records currently housed at Mt. Hope Cemetery. 

 

Goal #6:  To research and develop a Volunteer Cemetery Watch program for City Cemetery. 

(Priority-Medium) 

Task 1: The Board will work with the Parks and Recreation Resource Development Manager to 

develop this program.  

Task 2:  The Board will request the Raleigh Police Department to provide routine police patrols 

in all three cemeteries supplemented by the Community Watch program at City 

Cemetery. 

 

Goal #7:  Update and expand marketing and public education efforts.  (Priority-Low) 

Task 1: The Board will promote the implementation of strategies for City’s cemeteries 

mentioned in Raleigh’s Comp 2030 plan. 

Task 2:  The Board and Parks and Recreation Marketing staff will promote cemeteries as a 

component of the “Downtown experience”. (The Board agreed to support the work 

of others related to Marketing of the downtown cemeteries.)  

 

Goal #8:  To develop landscape plans and site amenities plan (from Goal 3) for the three historic 

cemeteries to address tree replacement, screening, and general beautification utilizing 

historically appropriate species. (Priority: High) 

Task 1:  The Board will work with City staff to develop and implement landscape plans for all 

three cemeteries. 

 

Goal #9: Consider Local Designation for City Cemetery and Mt. Hope Cemetery. (Priority: High) 

 Task 1:  Review implications to operation, maintenance and management of these cemeteries. 

 Task 2:  Explore and confirm potential use of programmatic Certificate of Appropriateness. 

 

Christy reviewed funding availability in FY14 Operating and CIP accounts. 

 

Under Committee Reports, Christy presented minutes from the visit to Oakwood Cemetery. A Landscape 

Committee meeting will be scheduled in August.  

 

Under Staff Report,  

1. Wayne noted that there were no nominations at the 7/2/13 Council meeting for the two Board 

vacancies. He distributed a work schedule for remaining tornado-related fence repairs in City 

Cemetery. Jane noted that pieces of the ornate finial for the entrance gate at East St. and Hargett 

St. are located in the mobile mini. Christy will speak with David Berra about the status of this 

specific gate repair.   

2.  The painting of the columns at City Cemetery is still dependent on dryer weather. Danny has 

removed the column plaques.  

3. The Board reviewed a quote for refinishing the plaques and authorized the work.  Staff will 

investigate street numbering at Lowe’s or Home Depot for City Cemetery. 

 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:10 p.m. The next meeting if the City of Raleigh 

Historic Cemetery Advisory Board is scheduled for August 12, 2013 at 5:30 p.m. at the Tucker House. 

 


