Summary Report
City of Raleigh Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board (CORCHAB)-
Monthly Meeting

Tucker House*418 N. Person Street
Monday, March 11, 2013

Members Present:
David Brown
Jimmy Thiem
Danny Morgan
Jenny Harper
Wayne Schindler
Jane Thurman
Orrin Haywood
Terry Harper

Staff present:
Christy Cornell

CALL TO ORDER

Mr. David Brown called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m. The Board reviewed the minutes from the
2/11/13 meeting. Jimmy noted a correction to the last name of Joyce Cochrane and mentioned that
the sentence “Sign area should not exceed 6 square feet” should be added to the minutes. Jimmy
noted the correct spelling of Paul Kallam. With these changes, a motion was made to approve the
minutes. The motion was seconded by David and was unanimously approved by the Board.

DISCUSSION

Zach Manor, City Urban Forester, presented a report on three trees at O’Rorke-Catholic Cemetery.
Danny reported that he has received the plaques for Mt. Hope and City Cemeteries.

David discussed the selected paint colors for the columns at City Cemetery (new color: terracotta) and
storage building (new color: olive grey). David has forwarded the colors to Tania Tulley for review. He
will check on trim color for the building and provide the manufacturer and color numbers. After the
painting renovations, the City Cemetery plaque will be installed on the column opposite the existing
plaque located at East Street entrance (closest to Hargett Street). The Board requested that a bronze
address plate be installed to identify the cemetery’s street address. At Mt. Hope Cemetery, the plaque
should be installed on the column at the site entrance along Fayetteville Street. City staff or the Plaque
Mounting Committee of the Historic Development Commission can install the plaques.

Wayne noted that he has contacted City Attorney Ira Botnivik regarding the status of HDC Guidelines
edits but has not received any response.




Landscape Committee Update

Danny met with the property owner adjacent to O’Rorke-Catholic Cemetery. The owner is supportive of
removal of the tree along the fence line and installation of an upgraded fence.

Jimmy reviewed the recent visit by the Landscape Committee to City Cemetery. Conclusions of the site
visit are that space for new plantings are very limited. There are a few opportunities along the east and
south side for new trees. Improvements along Harnett Street would be nice, but the benefits of such
improvements do not outweigh the costs. However, if the City does plan a street improvement project
along Harnett Street, the opportunity should not be passed up to include more tree planting space. Terri
noted that it would beneficial to identify one or two former large tree locations and investigate the
possibility of replanting these sites; however, the Board will need to finalize its policy on planting trees
on top of gravesites. The subcommittee will schedule a visit to Mt. Hope Cemetery before making any
policy recommendations for all three sites.

Maintenance Manual Committee- Jane received maintenance manuals from cemeteries in Georgia. Staff
will review these documents.

Wayne provided an update on fence repair at City Cemetery and O’Rorke-Catholic cemetery. The fence
sections have been removed. Soil tests results for lead were below thresholds for response. Staff is
reviewing shop drawings and the project is on schedule.

Local Designation Status- on hold for a future meeting.
Wayne provided a Staff Report:

1. The firm, HCA, has been hired by the City’s Risk Management Division to provide an
appraisal of the City’s cemeteries to ensure they are covered for insurance purposes.

2. Relocation of the mobile mini at City Cemetery- Several options have been explored.
Facilities Superintendent Billy Jackson is working with District Fire Captain Fire Department
to get approval to move the mobile mini back onto grass.

Under New Business, David and Wayne discussed recently identified problems with the Board’s By-laws.
The City Clerk and the City Attorney are reviewing our by-laws along with by-laws of the both Arts
Commission and the Historic Resource and Museum Advisory Board. Clarification is needed in terms of
nominations and appointment of members. The Board has been asked to defer nominations and elections
of officers until further notice. Members can stay in place until an appointment is made.

Wayne reviewed the Code of General Ordinances Boards and Commissions.

Section la: he noted that the Board can still have a nominating committee and submit names to Council
for consideration of appointment.

Section 1b: He noted the residence requirement for membership.

Section 1d: He noted the 2 year waiting period for reappointment.



Section le: requires 60 days’ notice by Clerk to Council of vacancy. Expirations must be given to Clerk
or Mayor.

Section 1g: staggering of terms.

Next, Wayne reviewed sections of the current by-laws in need of revision. It was noted that the by-laws
should reference the current Code of General Ordinances for Boards and Commissions.

Revisions:

II. Purpose: Board shall advise City Council. Parks Department shall provide oversight of the
board. Appoint two staff persons to serve.

III. Change title to “Board Membership”.

III. Change 9 to 7 members appointed by Raleigh City Council. Mr.McCormick adjust 2"
sentence of paragraph 1.

ITII. End sentence after ‘stakeholders. Jane will forward by-laws from the HDC for review.

III. The Board wants to keep the one year waiting requirement for reappointment (instead of 2
years as required under the General Ordinance).

The Board desired to strike sections IV-VII of the current by-laws as these items are covered in the
current Code of General Ordinances.

Wayne, Jimmy, David agreed to meet with City Attorney McCormick to review the changes to the By-
laws.

With unanimous approval of the Board, a motion was approved to defer review and approval of its 2012-
2013 Annual Report and the 2013-2014 Work Plan until a later date.

Wayne noted that a request has been received from Roger Krupa, Manager of the Convention Center, to
launch fireworks from Mt. Hope Cemetery for the 4™ of July celebration. Orrin motioned to not support
this proposal. Jenny seconded the motion. With unanimous approval of the Board, the motion was
approved. The recommendation will be forwarded to the P&R Director to forward to the City Manager.

Next, Danny presented a form he developed to manage requests from the public to clean privately-owned
headstones within the Cemeteries. Jane noted that a headstone cleaning workshop is planned for May 4,
2013. The Board discussed how to manage the care of private property since the City has no legal right to
prevent headstone owners from improperly cleaning headstones. It was understood that currently staff can
serve in advisory role; however, if Local Designation is pursued, the City would obtain some legal
standing for ensuring proper management and care of the headstones. Until that point, Jane mentioned
that RCCP members would happily clean headstones as needed. She offered to prepare a fact sheet for
distribution on how to properly clean headstone monuments and markers.

With no further discussion, the meeting adjourned at 7:18 p.m. The next meeting of the CORHCAB is
scheduled for Monday, April 8, 2013.



