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Summary Report 

City of Raleigh Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board (CORCHAB)- 

Monthly Meeting 

 

 

 

Members Present: 
Jane Thurman 

Danny Morgan 

Terry Harper 

Jenny Harper 

David Brown 

Wayne Schindler 

Danny Coleman (arrived 5:15 p.m.) 

 

Staff present: 

Christy Cornell 

 

Absent, Excused: 

Jimmy Thiem 

 

 

Mr. David Brown called the meeting to order at 5:36 p.m.  Point of clarification on Maintenance  

 

Jenny Harper called the meeting to order at 5:04 p.m.  Wayne announced that the Board would not 

meet with the Raleigh Development Commission (RDC) Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) 

committee this evening due to their lengthy agenda and the fact that Tania was expecting that the 

Cemetery Advisory Board would provide backup items related to the item.  The next meeting of the 

HDC COA is scheduled October 7, 2013. 

Public comment period was opened and closed with no public comments being received. 

A minor correction to the 8/12/13 meeting minutes; indicate $10,000 dollars instead of $10, was 

noted.  With no other changes, the minutes were unanimously approved by the Board. 

 

 

 

 

Wayne reviewed the Local Designation document which could be presented for back up to the RDC. 

Several issues remain unresolved related to the programmatic COA (routine pruning, tree removal by 

staff or other ISA arborist, landscape phasing, headstones, etc.)  The Raleigh Design Guidelines provide 

only general guidelines on these topics.  Wayne asked the Board to consider presenting Jimmy’s photos 

of ‘extreme headstones’ to the HDC COA to indicate what possibly could occur without regulations.   

 

Wayne reviewed the COA work to date for Mr. Coleman.  Under Local Designation, Wayne noted the 

necessity of informing the public of any new review/ approval process for headstones in the historic 

section of Mt. Hope. There was discussion over whether this review/approval process would involve 

RDC or if Danny would be given the responsibility.  David noted he felt comfortable allowing Danny to 
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approve headstones within the older section of Mt. Hope.  Likely, requirements for height/width etc. will 

need to be developed to guide the review/approval process.  It was suggested that Tania Tully be 

consulted about how she might set the requirements for headstones.  It was noted that the general concern 

is whether any future headstones placed in the historic section would be “contextually inappropriate” and 

it is difficult to define that term when there is already a great variety of styles and materials used at Mt. 

Hope as well as OakWood Cemetery.  Wayne showed photos from Mt. Hope Cemetery which depicted 

the variety of headstone materials, which included concrete, stone, wood, and metal. Terry/Jane agreed to 

obtain some photos of headstones in OakWood Cemetery. 

 

New Business 

 Discussed mausoleum budget – Christy will have additional quotes by October 14
th
 meeting. 

 Peace Plot repairs earmarked- Christy will speak with Purchasing about PO to Dean Ruedrich 

 Stone broken at City Cemetery- Dean to provide quote for this one and one at O’Rorke. 

 Jane showed a GIS website depicting the names of interred imposed over a Mt. Hope site plot 

map.  

 

Subcommittee reports 

1. Landscape Subcommittee- David researched the feasibility of replacing the sidewalk closer to the 

south side perimeter fence at City Cemetery in order to consolidate planting areas. The ballpark 

cost replacement is $20,000.  Next meeting is scheduled for Monday, September 23. 

2. Maintenance Subcommittee- A meeting scheduled in October. 

 

Chairs report- No update. 

 

Staff report  

1. Fabricated fencing going up at City Cemetery, punch list work to occur. The work seems to be 

ahead of schedule. 

2. David Berra is working up come preliminary costs for fencing work at O’Rorke-Catholic 

Cemetery. 

3. Revised paint colors have been received for the columns at City Cemetery. 

4. Renovated plaques are in and will be reinstalled on the columns.  Danny presented a draft of a 

separate plaque for the street address.  This plaque will be fabricated and installed on one of the 

columns along East St.   

5. After the work is complete, a public service announcement and ribbon cutting will be scheduled. 

6. Volunteer presentation in October. 

7. Jose Fraser- Nomination of Board Member at 9.3 council meeting.  

 

Mr. Coleman inquired if the Board had considered taking over management and maintenance of Hillcrest 

Cemetery, currently owned/operated by Lightner Funeral Home.  

 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:35 p.m. The next meeting of the City of Raleigh 

Historic Cemetery Advisory Board is scheduled for Monday, October 14, 2013.  


