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City of Raleigh Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board (CORCHAB)- 

Monthly Meeting 

 

 

 

 

Attendees: 

Jimmy Thiem, Chair 

Jane Thurman, Vice Chair 

Jenny Harper 

Danny Morgan 

 

 

Staff: Christy Cornell

David Brown       

Terry Harper 

Barden Culbreth 

Danny Coleman 

Wayne Schindler 

 

Guests:  Ernest Dollar, City of Raleigh City Museum 

 

 

 

 

The City of Raleigh Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board met on Monday, August 10, 2015 at the Tucker 

House at 5:30 p.m.  Board Chair Thiem called the meeting to order at 5:33 p.m.   

 

 

 

 

Public Comment 

No public comment was received. 

 

Minutes 

The draft minutes from the June 8, 2015 meeting were presented for review.  Board Member David 

Brown motioned to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Board Member Jenny Harper. The 

minutes were unanimously approved. 

 

Old Business 

Ernest Dollar, Director of the Raleigh City Museum gave an overview of cemetery interment records 

received from Danny Morgan. Mr. Dollar will work with several college interns this fall to digitize the 

files. If appropriate the documents may be placed on the City’s HCAB website.  

 

The original interment record books have been entered into the City’s archival records and are physically 

stored is in basement of the City Museum. The basement has both security and wet fire suppression. 

Wayne Schindler asked if the building had a wet or dry fire suppression system. Mr. Dollar noted that the 

City is leasing the building so he was unsure but will investigate and report back to the Board.  He noted 

that the basement has both temperature and humidity sensors.  
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There was a few questions about digital photographs (some photos are in state archives) and damage 

reports (Danny Morgan started a damage report file about 4 years ago)  

Mr. Dollar noted that he will return in September to report back on how items are currently being stored 

and the archiving process. 

 

Committee Reports 

Landscape Committee- Board member Terry Harper reported that the Landscape Committee approved the 

Landscape Guiding Principles and Proposed Planting Plan for City Cemetery. The initial focus for 

implementation is the eastern boundary.  A site visit will be planned to evaluate interior planting sites. 

The Board approved the conceptual Landscape Plan and guiding document for City Cemetery.  It was 

agreed that the plan should be presented to the Central CAC and to City Cemetery’s surrounding 

neighbors.  The Volunteer committee will contact the neighbors. Staff will contact the CAC liaison in 

Community Services to get this item on the next meeting agenda. The Committee will begin work on a 

landscape plan for Mount Hope Cemetery next month. 

 

Maintenance Committee- The Committee met at the maintenance storage building at City Cemetery.  

Terry and Jane noted that they completed the inventory of the Devereux and Peace plots and perimeter 

fence. 

 

Danny Morgan noted that shelving has been ordered from Dillion Supply and Dillon Supply staff will 

install the shelving. He will report back once the shelving is installed.  

 

Volunteer Committee –Jenny Harper will meet with Leo Suarez to discuss engaging City Cemetery 

neighbors. Jenny noted that she will contact the Lincoln building to schedule some informational 

meetings about City Cemetery for new residents.  

 

Staff Report 

Wayne reviewed the approved FY16 Work Plan to begin to identify projects with costs.  

The follow items were identified. 

 

1. Monument Repairs 

a. Mausoleums- 3 mausoleums and 1 Arch 

b. Surface Vault (17 intermediate, 30 repairs needed, 11- ok) (rough estimate of $30,000) 

c. General Headstone repairs (assess, prioritize, schedule) 

 

2. Fencing 

a. Perimeter 

b. Non-historic at City Cemetery 

c. Plot fencing- inventory, cost out 

 

3. Landscaping 

a. City Cemetery- phased approach 

b. Mount Hope- Implement 

 

4. Infrastructure 

a. Drainage 

b. Pavement (city-cobblestone) 

 

5. Consultant Services 

a. Surveys 

b. Inspections 
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6. Contingency Funds 

Other identified work tasks include (items identified from January 2015 budget): 

O’Rorke-Catholic- 

-wall cap repairs 

 

City Cemetery 

-granite curbing repair  

 

Mt. Hope Cemetery 

-road ditch stabilization 

 

A question was raised about how private fund raising might fit into funding the completion of some of the 

identified goals. Wayne, Jimmy and Jane met recently to discuss the creation of a Partnership Agreement 

which would solidify the details of the City receiving revenue for cemetery improvements.  

 

Chair’s Report 

Board Chair Jimmy Thiem mentioned a recent meeting between himself, Wayne Schindler, Christy, and 

Jane Thurman to review a draft Partnership Agreement between the City and Raleigh City Cemetery 

Preservation Inc. (RCCP). The main issue of concern is how to transfer funds between the not-for-profit 

and the City to fund improvements within the cemeteries.  

 

Jimmy noted that he will be on vacation in September.  Jane Thurman will lead the September meeting.  

 

New Business 

Jane Thurman welcomed Barden Culbreth to the Board.  

 

She mentioned that RCCP and the Wake County Historic Society will hold the annual Labor Day tour of 

City Cemetery at 10:00 a.m. on September 7, 2015.  RCCP’s annual meeting will be held on September 

23, 2015 at the All-Saints Chapel at 6 p.m.  The Mount Hope Walking Tour is scheduled for 10/3/2015 at 

10:00 a.m. 

 

Adjournment     

With no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned at 6:50 p.m.  

 

The next meeting of the Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board is scheduled for Monday, September 14, 

2015  

 

END OF REPORT 


