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City of Raleigh Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board (CORCHAB)- 

Monthly Meeting 

 

 

 

 

Attendees: 

Jimmy Thiem, Chair 

Jane Thurman, Vice Chair 

Jenny Harper 

Terry Harper 

Christy Cornell 

Danny Morgan 

Wayne Schindler 

 

 

David Brown 

 

Absent, Not-Excused:  

Danny Coleman 

 

 

 

 

The City of Raleigh Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board met on Monday, May 11, 2015 at the Tucker 

House at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Board Chair Thiem called the meeting to order at 5:33 p.m.   

 

 

 

 

Public Comment 

There was no public comment received.   

 

Minutes 

The draft minutes from the April 11, 2015 meeting were presented for review.  Vice Chair Thurman 

motioned for approval of the minutes.  Board member Terry Harper seconded the motion. The minutes 

were unanimously approved.  

 

Committee Reports 

Landscape Committee- Board member Schindler noted that he is working with Parks, Recreation and 

Cultural Resource Design Development staff to prepare the landscape schematic of City Cemetery. 

 

Maintenance Committee- The committee met to discuss local designation of Mt. Hope and City 

Cemeteries.  Christy forwarded Chair Thiem’s draft document to Committee members. RCCP will update 

the 2011 fence assessment for a new repair cost estimate.  

 

Volunteer Committee – Board member Jenny Harper mentioned that she is speaking with Leo Suárez 

about speaking to the Thompson-Hunter neighborhood about the Volunteer Watch program at an 

upcoming neighborhood meeting.  
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Chair’s Report 

Chair Thiem noted that City Council approved reappointments of five board members at the May 5, 2015 

meeting.  Jose Fraser has resigned from the Board thereby creating a vacancy.  Board members are 

encouraged to consider possible candidates and have them contact their City Council representative. 

 

Dean Ruedrich recently taught a headstone restoration workshop at City Cemetery. The workshop was 

well attended.    

 

Old Business 

Board member Schindler reviewed the draft Annual Report. Comments were received from the Board. 

The Board’s Annual Report and Work Plan will be presented to Council at the second Council meeting in 

June. 

 

New Business 

Chair Thiem led a discussion pertaining to the potential use of the maintenance storage building at City 

Cemetery to store cemetery artifacts and other funerary materials currently in storage in the Mobile Mini.  

Board member Morgan presented a layout of the building along with pictures of items currently in 

storage.  The Committee agreed that the plastic vault could be discarded or possibly sold on GovDeals.  

 

Shelving will need to be installed to hold the loose funerary materials and fencing molds.  The foundry 

which made the fencing molds should be contacted to determine the proper method of storage 

(horizontally or vertically) and the ideal humidity level to store the wooden molds.  A dehumidifier may 

need to be installed to achieve the proper humidity level.  Additionally, the concrete floors may need to be 

sealed to prevent moisture from entering from the ground.  Additionally, new fixtures and bathroom 

upgrades are desired.  An on-site meeting with the Maintenance Committee was proposed to review 

needed upgrades and repairs. 

  

Board member Morgan discussed the need to make repairs to several surface vaults containing caskets 

located just several inches below the vault lid.  Danny presented pictures of several vault lids in need of 

repair.  The damaged vault lids are jeopardizing the security of the caskets.  He is completing an 

inventory of the surface vaults and rating the current physical condition of each vault lid.  A decision will 

need to be made on the best method of repair. Wayne noted that this issue should be reviewed with the 

City’s Attorney Office to determine how to proceed promptly with repairs. 

Adjournment     

Board member Brown motioned to adjourn at 6:56 p.m. The motion was seconded by board member 

Thurman. With no opposition, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

The next meeting of the Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board is scheduled for Monday, June 8, 2015 at 

5:30 p.m. at the Tucker House.   

 

END OF REPORT 


