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Approved: 5-11-15 

 

City of Raleigh Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board (CORCHAB)- 

Monthly Meeting 

 

 

 

 

Attendees: 

Jimmy Thiem, Chair 

Jenny Harper, Vice Chair 

David Brown 

Danny Coleman 

Terry Harper 

Jane Thurman 

Christy Cornell 

Danny Morgan 

Wayne Schindler 

 

 

 

Absent, Excused: Jose Fraser 

 

Guest: Debby Owen, Raleigh Neighborhood College 

 

 

 

 

The City of Raleigh Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board met on Monday, April 13, 2015 at the Tucker 

House at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Board Chair Thiem called the meeting to order at 5:33 p.m.  Ms. Owen introduced herself as a participant 

in the City’s Neighborhood College program. 

 

 

 

 

Public Comment 

There was no public comment received.  

 

Minutes 

Board member Thurman identified a minor revision to the 3-9-15 minutes under New Business.  With the 

proposed correction to the minutes, Board member Brown motioned to approve the minutes. The motion 

was seconded and unanimously approved. 

 

Committee Reports 

Landscape Committee 

1. Board member Terry Harper noted that Landscape Committee met prior to the Board meeting to 

discuss tree locations and species selection for the Landscaping Plan at City Cemetery.  Board 

member Schindler reviewed the Archeology report findings and estimated there are five tree 

location spots within the Cemetery where it may be feasible to replant trees.  Several “No dogs 

permitted” signs have been installed near the four entrances. The New Bern Avenue entrance gate 

is now locked. It was suggested that the gate on Hargett Street entrance also be locked thereby 

limiting access to the Cemetery via the East street side only, but concerns were raised about ease 
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of quick egress in emergency situations.   It was suggested that the opinion of the City’s Risk 

Manager or Police be solicited prior to taking any action.   

 

Maintenance Committee- Christy will schedule a meeting of the Committee.  

 

Volunteer Committee – The Committee met and decided to approach residents of the Thompson-Hunter 

neighborhood about meeting to discuss the Cemetery Watch program. 

 

Chairs Report 

Board Chair Thiem noted that the names of four Board members eligible for reappointment for the term 

of 2015-2017 have been submitted to the City Clerk for recommendation for reappointment by Council.  

 

Election of Officers 

Christy announced the names of nominations received for the positions of Chair and Vice Chair for the 

term of 2015-2017.  Board member Thiem accepted his nomination to continue serving as Chair.  Vice 

Chair Jenny Harper announced her desire to step out of the Vice-Chair position.  Board Member Thurman 

was nominated as Vice-Chair.  Board member Brown motioned to reelect Jimmy Thiem as Chair and 

elect Jane Thurman as Chair. The motion was seconded by Board member Terry Harper. The vote was 

unanimously approved by the Board.  

 

Old Business 

Board member Schindler reviewed the Board’s progress in developing its FY15-16 Work Plan. Tasks 

were reviewed and minor edits to the Work Plan were recommended.  Board member Coleman motioned 

to accept the Work Plan with the proposed changes.  Board member Terry Harper seconded the motion. 

The vote was unanimously approved by the Board.  The 20-15-2016 Work Plan will be present to Council 

at an upcoming meeting.  

New Business 

Chair Thiem discussed two items: 

1. Board attendance policies- An inconsistency was identified between Raleigh City Code and the 

HCAB by-laws regarding the proper method to calculate Board member attendance.  Upon 

consultation with the City Clerk, it was determined that Chapter V. Meeting, paragraph 6, of the 

Board’s By-laws regarding member attendance is superseded by Raleigh City Ordinance which 

states:    

Any member of any board who is absent without being excused from three (3) consecutive 

meetings of such board may, upon recommendation of the chairperson or otherwise 

designated officer of such board, be removed or replaced by the Council. 

 

It is anticipated that the Board’s By-laws will be returned to the City Attorney’s office for 

correction.  

 

2. Board member attendance via remote access to meetings- A current member of the Board 

recently indicated he will be unavailable to attend scheduled Board meetings for the next 6 

months and asked if remote access (i.e. conference call) was an option. The City Clerk was 

consulted and said that remote access had only been used by City Council on only two occasions.  

Chair Thiem led a brief discussion about the appropriateness and feasibility of attendance via 

remote access by Board members.  The Board was in consensus that it would be problematic in 



3 
 

terms of member participation.  Chair Thiem noted that he will contact the Board member to 

discuss the option of resigning form the Board and asking of reappointment at a later time.  

Adjournment     

The next meeting of the Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board is scheduled for Monday, May 11, 2015 at 

5:30 p.m. at the Tucker House.   

 

With no further business, the Meeting was adjourned by the Board Chair at 6:46 p.m. 

 

END OF REPORT 


