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City of Raleigh Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board (CORCHAB)- 

Monthly Meeting 

 

 

 

 

Attendees: 

Jimmy Thiem, Chair 

Jenny Harper, Vice Chair 

David Brown 

Danny Coleman 

Terry Harper 

Jane Thurman 

Christy Cornell: via phone 

Danny Morgan 

Wayne Schindler 

 

Absent, Excused: Jose Fraser 

 

 

 

The City of Raleigh Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board met on Monday, March 9, 2015 at the Tucker 

House at 5:30 p.m. 

 

The Board Chair called the meeting to order at 5:35 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Public Comment 

There was no public comment received.  

 

Minutes 

The Board discussed and approved revisions to the meeting minutes from the February 9, 2014 board 

meeting.* A motion to approve was made by David Brown and seconded by Jane Thurman.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

Committee Reports 

Landscape Committee 

The Landscape Committee continues work on potential landscape improvements at City Cemetery.  The 

committee reviewed specific locations within the cemetery and created a list of proposed improvements 

and recommended plant species. The committee hopes to complete this exercise at its next meeting on 

April 13.  From there, the department will create a schematic landscape plan for the committee’s review.  

Staff advised that they have now locked the New Bern Avenue gate at City Cemetery as previously 

discussed with the Board. 

 

The full board reviewed and approved the committee’s recommendation to erect “No Dogs Allowed in 

the Cemetery” signs at entrances to all three historic cemeteries. The Board discussed installing these 

signs on a post or on the existing fences, but not on entrance columns. A motion to approve was made by 

Danny Coleman and seconded by Jane Thurman. The board directed staff to install the signs. 
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Maintenance Committee 

The Maintenance Committee is scheduling a meeting to begin work on draft programmatic certificate of 

appropriateness for City Cemetery and Mt. Hope Cemetery. This draft will ultimately be reviewed by the 

full board as it determines the benefit of local designation for these two historic cemeteries.  Jane 

Thurman indicated she would schedule a lunch time meeting and send dates to Terry and Danny, as well 

as staff. 

 

Volunteer Committee  

The Volunteer Committee did not meet. Three cemetery volunteers received an orientation at City 

Cemetery on March 7. Jane Thurman provided an orientation and brief history of City Cemetery. These 

volunteers have subsequently visited City Cemetery and are engaged in assisting with litter pick-up and 

inspecting monument and reporting damage.  

 

Chairs Report 

Chairman Thiem reminded board members of the upcoming annual meeting in April when the election of 

officers will be held.  He advised that the term of several board members was ending and that he needed a 

response by March 20 regarding a desire to be reappointed (Jimmy Thiem, Jane Thurman, David Brown, 

Terry Harper and Jenny Harper).  This information is critical to the pending election of officers, as well as 

the need to fill vacancies if members declined consideration of reappointment.  Nominations for chair and 

vice-chair are due to Christy Cornell by April 3 in order to prepare for the April 13 Annual Meeting.     

 

Old Business 

The board reviewed projects currently on the work plan and others previously discussed. The board is 

assisting staff with the development of a prioritized project list so cost estimates can be assembled for the 

purpose of allocating available funding and implementing these projects over the next several years.  The 

board reviewed and discussed the current work plan goals and associated tasks.  It was agreed that Goal #: 

Policy and Maintenance Manual could be removed from the work plan since work had recently been 

completed.  The board discussed consolidating several goals and revising several goals that need to be 

carried forward into FY 15/16.  Staff were directed provide a draft work plan at the next meeting.       

 

New Business 

Jane distributed information on an upcoming historic preservation workshop to be held at City Cemetery 

on Saturday, May 2 and encouraged board members to attend.  Dean Ruedrich will be the instructor. 

 

Jane also mentioned that RCCP, Inc. has received a grant to help restore the Julia Busbee box tomb in 

City Cemetery.   Dean Ruedrich has provided a cost estimate for the repairs ($3,900).  RCCP, Inc. is 

inquiring as to whether the City could contribute $500 - $700 towards this project.  Staff indicated they 

would investigate and provide a response. 

 

Adjournment     

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 13, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. at the Tucker House.  This will be 

the board’s annual business meeting for the purpose of electing officers and directing staff on the annual 

report and proposed work plan. 

 

Meeting was adjourned by the Board Chair at 6:53 p.m. 

 

 

END OF REPORT 


