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Event: Historic Resources and Museum Advisory Board (HRMAB) Meeting 

Details: Wednesday, April 26, 2017, 6:00PM; Mordecai Visitor Center 

Attendance:  
HRM Board:  Barbara Freedman, Jannette Coleridge-Taylor, Steve Rabin, Clare Bass, 
Al Brothers, Holmes Harden, Joe Mobley, Ed Morris, Fred Belledin, Nick Fountain, Amy 
Simes       

Staff:  Douglas Porter, Stacie Perryman, Ainsley Powell, Megan Raby, Joshua Ingersoll, 
Marvin Howell, Celeste Sherer, Kathryn Neuhart, Scott Payne  
Community Members: Bill Jones  

Excused Absent: 
HRM Advisory Board: Tom Ward 

HRM Staff:  Troy Burton, Scott Mott, Jenna Kostka, Ernest Dollar 

 
1. Call to Order, Welcome and Public Comment, Ed Morris: 

HRMAB Chair, Ed Morris, called the meeting to order at 6:00pm and opened the 
floor for public comment.  
 

2. Approval of Minutes:  
Mr. Morris directed the Board to review the draft minutes from Wednesday, 
March 22, 2017.  Mr. Rabin motioned to approve the minutes. Mr. Brothers 
seconded, and the minutes were approved by acclamation. 
 

3. HRM Program Report:  
HRM, Douglas Porter: 
Celeste Sherer was introduced as the new Assistant Director at Mordecai. 
Kathryn Neuhart was introduced as the new Curator of Exhibits.  
Moore Square Director finalist has been identified.  
Moore Square bid documents are out. In the month of May the biding will start. 
July will continue with the bidding war. Construction should start in September. 
The project is estimated to be a 10-11 month project.  
Tucker House work is in process. Plaster was started last week and painting is 
starting this week.  
Volunteer Banquet is tomorrow night at 6pm.  
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Attractions, Marvin Howell: 
March visitation numbers last year are down 43% from this year. This February 
attendance was up 203% due to warmer weather.   
March playdates went really well this year. Theme was Trains, Planes, and 
Autos.  
March 25th we had our 130th Anniversary Celebration. It was very well attended. 
We had a giant cake were Stacie Perryman jumped out with a confetti gun. There 
was a community art project that people participant in. The art work is now 
mounted on the Stage by the Event Lawn.  
Ms. Freedman asked if Autumn Cobeland was the artist that has “Greenway” on 
her stuff. Mr. Howell answer yes she is.  
Every Friday night in April there has been an animal theme movie showed. This 
Friday is our last movie night. Movie nights are averaging about 150 people.  
May 6th is Letterland we work with Wake County Public Schools System. The 
event runs from 10am-4pm. Letterland is a program created in England. It is a 
unique phonic based approach to teaching kids 3-8 years old their ABC’s.  
Mr. Brothers asked what the peak visitation months are at Pullen. Mr. Howell 
answers with March-June.  

 
Sites, Josh Ingersoll:   
In the month of March they had 200 more people than last year. 
300 more people for education programs this month. 100 more people for guided 
tours. 
Over 550 people were at this year Egg Hunt in April. 
Mr. Fountain asked why you think you are up a third this month. Mr. Ingersoll 
answer it depends on where the weekend falls. When there are more Tuesday’s-
Friday’s there are more opportunities for school groups to come out.   
There has only been like one week day since February were there hasn’t been a 
school group out.  
Trolley Tours are doing fantastic.   
Living History program is every first Saturday of the month. May 6th program is 
called “Wow, That’s Just Peachy”. It is an exploration of peaches that are to dye 
for! There will be a peach beverage, and dessert using the peach leaves to dye 
wool. 
Mr. Rabin asked what are you going to do with the leftover pits. Ms. Sherer 
hasn’t decided what she will do with them yet.   

 
Museums, Megan Raby:   
Beyond Bollywood is gone it was shipped to South Carolina.   
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Three record breaking months with Bollywood. About 15,000 people come    
through to see it.  November, January, and March were record breaking months. 

A Dwane Powell exhibit will open on June 3rd the same day as Time Warp.  
Douglas Porter did an incredible Lunchbox Lecture this month.  
In May Pinecone will be heading First Friday. 
International Museum day is coming up on May 18th. 
We are in the process of working with an intern with the Raleigh Police 
Department. Exhibit will be opening the week of May 15th. 
This weekend at the Pope House we will be hosting an event honoring African 

American doctors of World War I. The Ebony Doughboys are coming down. There will 
arts & crafts, and music from 9am-5pm.  

Art Exploration is coming up in May. The Friends of the Museums is planning to 
have a table outside to interactive with people.  

 
4. Chair’s Report: 

a. Encourage everyone to come to the Volunteer Banquet tomorrow night.  
b. A rare copy of the Declaration of Independence has turned up in southern 

England.  
   

5. New Business:   
a) Statewide Significance for historic properties, Douglas Porter 
A letter from The Raleigh Historic Development Commission has identity a 
number of properties in Raleigh that are significance to be put on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 
Pullen Park Carousel, Dr. M.T. Pope House, and Moredcai House are on the 
list.  
Mr. Brothers asked who signed the letter. Mr. Porter replied with that Sara 
Davis signed the letter. 

 
6. Old Business:   

a) HRM Plan Update, Douglas Porter 
RFQ has been crafted and will be posted soon. 
The work itself will move forward starting after July 1st when the money will be 
funded. 

 
7. Committee Reports 

a) Collections Committee, Clare Bass: Next meeting will be Monday June 
19th at 3pm. 
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b) Community Engagement Committee, Jannette Coleridge-Taylor: Making 

the final arrangements for the Volunteer Banquet tomorrow.  Reminder of the 
plant sale this Saturday 8am-2pm. Sister Cites is planning a trip to England 
in the fall.  

 
c) Nominating Committee, Barbara Freedman:  Still looking for names for the 

board.  
  
d) Program/Exhibits Committee, Fred Belledin: They didn’t get a chance to 

meet.    
  

e) Executive Committee, Ed Morris: Review the list of the Raleigh Historic 
Landmarks. Also they set the agenda for tonight, and talked more about the 
HRM Plan.  
 

8. Friends of the Museums, Barbara Freedman:  
 
Time Warp is coming up June 3rd which is their biggest fundraiser event. This 
year theme is 1920’s.  
 
There will be a silent auction, food, drinks, and dancing.  

 
9. PRGAB Report, Fred Belledin: 

Kiwanis and Aarons Brooks Park are going under renovations.  
Aarons Brooks is in North West Raleigh near Durham  
 

10. Upcoming Events 
The Emblem of Human 
Mercy Exhibit                                           

3/4 6pm-9pm COR Museum 

Yoga Class with Blue Lotus                                           3/4 3/18                                                          11am-12pm COR Museum 
Explore India Through Dance                  3/11 1:00 to 3:00pm COR Museum 
Sir Walter Social 3/18 3pm-6pm COR Museum 
Lunchbox Lecture 3/15 3/15 COR Museum 
Playdates @ Pullen: Planes 
Trains, and Automobiles 

3/13 10-11:30am Pullen 

St. Patrick’s Day Gold Hunt 3/17 10am-12pm Pullen 
Playdates @ Pullen: Planes 
Trains, and Automobiles 

3/23 10-11:30am Pullen 

Pullen 130th Anniversary 
Celebration 

3/25 10am Pullen 

 
11. Committee Meeting Reminders  Date   Time       Location 
Collections Committee           3/20       COR Museum 
Community Engagement          3/8 5:15pm    Mordecai Visitor Center  
Nominating Committee                   TBD       TBD                
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Program and Exhibit Committee         3/14 5pm      COR Museum 
Executive Committee         3/17 8:30am    Tucker House 

     Monthly HRMAB Meeting                              3/22    6pm         Mordecai Visitor Center 
 

12. Adjournment, Mr. Morris:  
Mr. Morris asked if there were any questions or comments before closing.   
Tom Ward called Mordecai front desk today and said he was in the hospital and 
he had a stroke.  
With no further discussion, Mr. Morris adjourned the meeting at 6:58pm. 

 
 


