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DESCHIDL TilL: r'HLSEI'Jl AND OHIGIN,\L (if Imotl'n) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Heck House s, 218 North East Stree t and 503 and 511 East Jone s 
Stree are a Second Empire-style trio located on spacious contiguous ci ty 
lots in norU1east Ra~eigh The houses are not identical, but -are close 
variations on one charmingly eclectic formula Each is a one-and-one-half
story L-shaped frame struc ture se t on a common bond brick foundation wi th a 
wrap-around porch, a full-height mansard roof and a two-and-half-story 
corner milllsard tower@ Each house has a rear free-standing kitchen, now 
joined to the main block and partially obscured by frame additions 0 Each 
structure has a side-hall plan, the size and arrangement of rooms varying 
slightly.. The plan of the East Street house is in effect a mirror image of 
the plans of the Jones street houses 

The main entrance of each house, recessed at one end of the facade, is 
a double door, each leaf with an upper round-headed glazed panel and a 
lower flat panel The entrance is surmounted by a two-pane transom and 
framed by a wide chamfered wooden surround with a projecting molded cap 
A wids variety of window styles enliven each house Four-over-four sash 
windm,lS wi th surrounds identical to the entrance illuminate the first story 
On the facade and the side elevation opposi te the side hall are floor-lengtl 
windows, existing both singly and in pairs, and the remaining first-story 
Windows are regular length, each sill supported by molded wooden corbels 
The vrindows at the second level of the tower are slender paired openings 
with tWo-over-two sash set in a wide crossetted surround, the lower corners 
accented with scrolled sawnwork ears and the upper corners outlined wi th a 
molding and a central sawnwork finialo Two types of dormers pierce the 

m 
m 

n roof gabled four-over-four sash dormers, both single and paired, and 
hooded round-headed two-over-two sash dormers The gabled dormers have 

-i sawnvrork ears at the 10Her corners, chamfered upper corners, molded cornice 3 

and eaves, and turned finials A single window identical to the gabled 
dormers of the main roof pierces each face of the tower roof o 

z 
The -wall treatment of each house consists of German siding wi th an VI 

overlay of chamfered corner boards with molded bases, which spread at the 
main cornice and at the tower cornice into a chamfered frieze which spans 
each bay.. The main cornice is punctuated with pendant brackets, paired at 
the corners The overhanging eaves of the main roof at both the cornice 
level and at the roof deck are ornamented with a shallow arched dentil 
course The main mansard roof is convex and is covered with alternating 
square and imbricated wood shingles The shallow hip roof deck is of 
standing seam tin@ Two interior brick chimneys with tall stacks and molded 
caps pierce the roof The concave tower roof is treated identically, to 
the main roof but even more emphaticallY. Each facet of the tower roof is 
outlined in the same manner as the wall surfaces, with chamfered corner 
boards and friezes The roof deck has a heavy molded cornice and eaves 
and is crowned with a turned wooden finial. 

A one story Eastlake porch extends across the facade and partially 
around the side opposite the entrance hall The shed porch roof is 
supported by chamfered posts set on chamfered wood bases, with molded caps 
and pendant bracketso Across the bracketed frieze are flat panels with 
applied bosses Heavy turned balusters and a molded handrail form the 
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balustrade 0 A two-bay wooden balustraded deck extends along the side elevatio 
behind the porch A canopy with molded eaves and a. hipped tin roof, supported 
by thrEH3 large pendant brackets, each featuring quatrefoil side panels, pro 
tects the deck The free-standing rectangular one-story ki tchen at the rear 
is finished very simply, with plain siding, six-over-six sash windows with 
plain surrounds, a simple molded frieze and molded eaves An interior brick 
chimney projects from the center of the gable roof 

The plan of each house features a side hall with two rooms, a smaller 
room to the rear of the hall, and a room extending across the rear (The 
second floor has essentially the same plan without the room across the rear) 
The large-scale Victorian detail throughout the interior echoes the exterior 
archi tElctural treatment.. The first floor is finished with high molded base
boards, plastered walls, and wide molded window and door architraves@ Beneath 
each of the regulaJ." length windows of the first floor is a single flat panel. 
The stair rises against the outside wall of the entrance hall through a 
quarter turn wi th winders to the upper level A triangular flat panel orna
ments the stair spandrel, and the open string is adorned vnth tread moldings. 
A large turned newel, slender turned balusters, and a shaped handrail form 
the balustrade The triangular wall area beneath the window in the stair wall 
is flat-paneled The front room, the parlor, opens to the dining room behind 
it through large double doors, each with six flat panels The parlor, dining 
room, and the sitting room behind the hall each contain a wooden mantel with 
chamfered pilasters supporting a plain arched, chamfered frieze and a curved 
shelf 

The architectural trim of the second floor is identical to the first 
floor, but the dormer windows of this level have flush-shoathod soffits and 
reveals, and each is outlined by a simple wooden fillet. All three bedchamber 
at this level contain a simpler version of the first-floor mantel At the 
front of the hall is a small room which now serves as a bath Against the 
partition wall of this room is the enclosed newel stair which spirals around 
the newel to the square turret room 

Vertical beaded sheathing encloses the stair A semicircular balustrade 
with plain balusters and a round handrail protects the stairwell. The turret 
room is finished identically to the rooms of the second floor, except that 
the dormer window openings in this room are wider at the top than at the 
bottom .. 

The three Heck Houses exist essentially in their original state, the 
only significant alteration being the replacement of the Eastlake porch on 
218 North East Street by a twentieth century Classical Revival porch 
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The three Heck Houses (not to be confused with the Heck-Andrews House 
at 309 North Blount street), whose imposing appearance belies their small 
scale, are outstanding examples of bold domestic design in a plain vernac 
ular late nineteenth and early twentieth century neighborhood The archi
tect or builder of the houses combined harmoniously the essentially Second 
Empire massing with Eastlake-style ornament and Stick-style exterior 
articulation of the wall and roof ribs The designer's talent is further 
manifested by his ability to produce a design which when multiplied three 
times, did not degenerate into repetitive boredom; rather, the trio of 
small Victorian houses forms one of the most delightful architectural com
plexes in the state 

Deed research indicates that the three mansard-roof houses were built 
between 1871 and 1875 by Colonel Jonathan M. Heck, an enterprising business 
man from West Virginia who moved to Raleigh about 1865 and proceeded to 
acquire there substantial tracts of land On April 24, 1871, Heck purchase 
.25 ac~e~ of land for $6,705 and had a plat drawn up by John A. Johnston 
dividing the tract into numbered lots, three of these lots being those 
which the houses occupy. The structures were evidently completed simulta
neously, for they were sold on consecutive days: the lot on which the 
house numbered 218 North East Street stands was bought by Caroline S. Pool 
on April 8, 1875, for $4,500; the lot on which the house numbered 503 East 
Jones Street stands was bought by Jennie L Lee on April 9 for $3,850; and 
on the same day the lot on Which the house numbered 511 East Jones Street 
stands was bought by Elizabeth W .. Wynne for $3,8500 Dry's 1872 "Bird IS 

Eye View of the City of Raleigh" shows that Jones Street had been extended 
eastward beyond East Street one block, but only a small gabled house 
occupies the lot where the 503 East Jones Street house now stands The 
three houses were therefore built between 1872 and 1875. 

Construction on Heck's own residence (Heck-Andrews House, National 
Register January 20, 1972), a lavishly ornamented Second Empire town house 
whose plans and specifications were drawn up by the architect G. Se Applege , 
was begun in 1869 The three smaller houses are far more modest, but their 
similarity both in overall massing and in detail to the Heck-Andrews House 
suggests that Heck's mansion or Appleget himself may have influenced 
do The same contractors and Horkrrien involved wi th Heck' town house 

built these houses as well Hamill and Weir, who 
d the Heck-Andrews House in 1871, actually owned the lot on which 
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the 503 East Jones street house stands between February and June, 1873 The 
houses share a number of architectural features with the Heck-Andrews House 
tho curvilinear sawnwork ornaments of the window surrounds, the chamfered 
frieze, the arched dentil eave molding, and the mansard roof and mansard 
tower 'with gabled and hooded dormer windows 
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