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ORDINANCE NO. (2008) 486

AN ORDINANCE DESIGNATING THE JAMES S. MORGAN HOUSE IN THE
PLANNING JURISDICTION OF THE CITY OF RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA, A
HISTORIC LANDMARK

WHEREAS, the General Assembly of the State of North Carolina authorized the creation of the
Raleigh Historic Districts Commission for the City of Raleigh and otherwise provided for the
preservation of certain historic sites and buildings by the passage of Part 3C, Chapter 160A,
Article 19 of the North Carolina General Statutes; and

WHEREAS, the Raleigh Historic Districts Commission has made an investigation and
recommended the following property be designated a historic landmark; and

WHEREAS, the North Carolina Department of Cultural Resources has made an analysis and
recommendation that the following property be designated a historic landmark; and

WHEREAS, on the 4th day of November, 2008, a joint public hearing was held in the Council
Chamber of the Avery C. Upchurch Municipal Complex, Raleigh, before the City Council of the
City of Raleigh and the Raleigh Historic Districts Commission to determine whether the
hereinafter described property should be designated a historic landmark; and

WHEREAS, all requirements of Part 3C, Chapter 160A, Article 19 of the North Carolina
General Statutes, preceding the adoption of this ordinance, have been complied with.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA THAT:

Section 1. The property designated as James S. Morgan House, in the planning jurisdiction of
the City of Raleigh, North Carolina, be and is declared a Raleigh Historic Landmark. Said
property being more particularly described as follows:
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The property located at 1015 Oberlin Road, Raleigh, NC, owned by Pamela
Wilson Thomas, that property described in deed book 11160, page 1433 recorded
in Wake County Registry, comprising approximately (.32 acre.

Section_2. Those elements of the property that are integral to its historical, prehistorical,
architectural, archacological and/or cultural significance, or any combination thereof are as
follows:

The two-story, frame I-house with a two-story rear ell and the .32-acres upon
which it sits. The property has architectural significance as a rare intact example
of a traditional early-twentieth century vernacular dwelling (Triple-A I-house
form) in the African-American community. It has historical significance as one of
the first houses of its type in the Oberlin community, as a representative of a more
prosperous African-American population in Raleigh in the early-twentieth
century, and for its association with the Morgan family, a prominent family in the
history of the Oberlin community.

Section 3. No portion of the exterior features of any building, site, structure, or object (including
walls, fences, light fixtures, steps, pavement, paths, or any other appurtenant features), trees, nor
above ground utility structure located on the hereinbefore described property that is designated in
this ordinance may be altered, restored, moved, remodeled, or reconstructed so that a change in
design, material or outer appearance occurs unless and until a certificate of appropriateness is
obtained from the Raleigh Historic Districts Commission or its successors; provided however
that the Raleigh Planning Director or designee may approve certificates of appropriateness for
minor works as listed in the Bylaws and Rules of Procedure of the Raleigh Historic Districts
Commission.

Section 4. No building, site, structure, or object (including walls, fences, light fixtures, steps,
pavement, paths, or any other appurtenant features), trees, nor above ground utility structure
located on the hereinbefore described property that is designated in this ordinance may be
demolished unless and until either approval of demolition is obtained from the Raleigh Historic
Districts Commission or a period of three hundred sixty-five (365) days has elapsed following
final review by the Commission of a request for demolition (or any longer period of time
required by N.C.G.S. 160A-400.14 as it maybe amended hereafter); provided however, that
demolition may be denied by the Raleigh Historic Districts Commission in the event that the
State Historic Preservation Officer determines that the building, site, or structure has statewide
significance as provided by N.C.G.S. 160A-400.14.

Section 5. The Raleigh Historic Districts Commission shall have no jurisdiction over the interior
features of the property.

Section 6. All owners and occupants of the property hereinabove described, whose identity and
addresses can be ascertained by the exercise of due diligence shall be sent by certified mail a
copy of this ordinance.
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Section 7. This ordinance shall be indexed after the property owner's name in the grantor and
grantee indexes in the Office of the Register of Deeds of Wake County.

Section 8. City administration and the Raleigh Historic Districts Commission are hereby
authorized and directed to have erected an appropriate sign on the site hereinabove described
setting forth the fact that said site has been designated a historic landmark by action of the
Raleigh Historic Districts Commission and the City Council of the City of Raleigh provided,
should the owners of the hereinabove described property not consent to the erection of said sign
on the described premises, City administration and the Raleigh Historic Districts Commission
are hereby authorized and directed to have said sign located on the public right-of-way adjacent
to said property.

Section 9. In the event any building, site, structure, or object designated by this ordinance is
demolished in accordance with the ordinances of the City of Raleigh, this ordinance shall
automatically be null and void.

Section 10. Any violation of this ordinance shall be unlawful as by law provided.
Adopted: November 18, 2008
Effective: November 18, 2008

Distribution: Department of City Planning
Inspections Department
Raleigh Historic Districts Commission
Wake County Tax Assessor
Property Owner and Occupant (if not the owner)
Registrar of Deeds
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Architectural Description

The James S. Morgan House, located at 1015 Oberlin Road is a rare intact example of a
traditional early-twentieth century vernacular dwelling (Triple-A I-house form)
constructed ca. 1900. Situated on a .32 acre parcel, the house sits at the northeast corner
of the intersection of Oberlin and Mayview Roads. Mature oaks and pines surround the
structure on the south and west sides of the parcel. Foundation and hedge plantings are
predominantly on the north and east elevations. The James Morgan house is the only
extant residential structure associated with the Morgan family that remains in the
Oberlin community, a historically African-American neighborhood. The Wilson Chapel
Methodist Church is also associated with the Morgan family.

The James Morgan House is a two-story, frame I-house with a two-story rear ell and a
front gable with diamond vent that is flush with the fagade wall. The side gable roofline
is pierced by brick chimneys in two locations: at the apex of the roof on the south end
and near the north end on the rear slope. The house retains its original six-over-six
double-hung sash windows and half-glazed entry door. Diamond vents are present in
the gable ends.

The most notable alteration to the structure is the application of vinyl siding. In addition,
the original hipped-roof porch posts have been replaced by metal posts. The west (rear)
and south elevations of the house indicate that later additions to, and enclosure of,
porches on the rear ell have resulted in a flattening of the roof slope when viewed from
the rear and a variety of wall finishes when viewed from the south. The original roof
covering is unknown; the current covering is asphalt shingle. False shutters flank the
front fagcade windows and storm windows have been added on all elevations.

A 1988 survey of Raleigh’s African-American neighborhoods recorded 1,445
structures classifying their significance by building type, form, and architectural
style. Only twenty-nine of these surveyed structures were I-houses. The I-house, a
two-story, three-bay, single-pile dwelling, was a common vernacular form
throughout the South during the late-eighteenth and early-nineteenth centuries. The
presence of a front gable on the facade was also common, and referred to locally as a
Triple-A for the three “A” forms two at the gable ends and the third at the front
gable. The rarity of the James Morgan House as a Triple-A is due to its location and
its ownership. While common, the I-house form was largely associated with
substantial rural farms and constructed by the land owners as evidence of their
financial success. The fact that Wilson Morgan, James’ father, was African-American
and built this house in the Oberlin community, an in-town African-American
community comprised of more modest dwellings, is what makes the structure stand
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out. The Morgan House was one of the first houses of its type in the Oberlin
community and was representative of a more prosperous African-American
population in Raleigh in the early-twentieth century!.

Historic Significance

The James S. Morgan House and the Wilson Chapel Methodist Church are the two
remaining structures associated with the Morgan family, a prominent family in the
history of the Oberlin community. Wilson W. Morgan, father of James S. Morgan, was
among the earliest settlers of the Oberlin community?. Wilson Morgan was a Wake
County representative in the General Assembly of 1870-92% and one of the incorporators
of the Colored Educational Association of North Carolina, organized in 1866 and
chartered by the General Assembly the following year*.

What would become Oberlin began in 1866 when Lewis Peck, a wealthy white grocer,
divided his farm into lots and sold them to African-Americans. The selling off of land to
‘freedmen’ was common during this era as their Raleigh population nearly doubled
between 1860 (2,087) and 1870 (4,094). Several other land owners in the area followed
Peck’s model. No plat exists for Oberlin; rather, it appears to have been built in fits and
starts, whenever land became available®.

The means with which these lots were purchased is unknown but one possibility was the
Raleigh Cooperative Land and Building Association which, during the 1870s, offered
loans payable at ten dollars a month. The connection between the Association and
Oberlin is in James Henry Harris. Harris was a prominent African-American politician,
founder of the Raleigh Cooperative Land and Building Association as well as the
Freedmen’s Savings and Trust Company. Harris was a graduate of Oberlin College in
Ohio. An 1872 letter to the editor of the Daily News from the citizens of the area stated
that their community should be referred to as “Oberlin®.”

The establishment of the Oberlin community was evidenced not just in land sales and
home building, but also in the establishment of churches and a school, each of which
was present in the community by the 1870s”. Wilson Temple United Methodist Church
is believed to be the oldest church in Oberlin. Loosely organized as early as 1865, the

! Culture Town, 22.
2 Culture Town, 18.
’ Murray, 645.

* Reid, 609-610.

> Wyatt, 6-7.
 Wyatt, 9.

" Wyatt, 9.
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church was formally founded in 1872 in a frame structure which also housed a school.
The church was given the name Wilson for Wilson Morgan who donated the land for the
church and parsonage. The original frame church was replaced in 1911 with the Gothic
Revival brick structure that still exists at 1025 Oberlin Road.

The Morgan land stretched from the current site of the James Morgan House north to
Wade Avenue®. Wilson Morgan had the house at 1015 Oberlin Road built for his son,
James S. Morgan, ca. 1900. The house was deeded to James Morgan’s granddaughter,
Claudia Johnson at his death in the 1930s.

The Oberlin community continued to grow through the early twentieth century as is
evidenced by buildings of the period still extant in the community today. However, the
numbers of these original structures is reduced. Modern-day Oberlin has experienced a
notable amount of demolition and reduction in lot size as the result of road widening
and infill development. The number of structures that represent the community is
dwindling. Even rarer are examples of sizable homes in the Oberlin community like the
James Morgan House, the Turner House at 1002 Oberlin Road, and the Willis M. Graves
House at 802 Oberlin Road. One other notable dwelling, the Latta House, was destroyed
by fire in 2007. The James Morgan house remains as one of only a few intact examples of
a notable house form in an important turn-of-the-century African-American community
in Raleigh.

¥ Virginia Morgan Blount Interview
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Boundary Justification

The area to be designated is the intact legal parcel of .32 acre (Pin Number 1704056214)
associated with the James S. Morgan House. There are deciduous trees along the rear of
the residential lot, a large hardwood tree in the front yard, and informal plantings in the
front and side yards. The lot is delineated on the attached Wake County Tax Map.
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South facade

70f9



East and north fagades
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West (rear) facade
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