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DESCRlflE THE PR EJ\/T Ai'l ORIGII\J/~\l (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEAf-l;,~NCE 

The North Carolina School for the Blind and Deaf Dormitory is a massive, imposing 
brick building, designed architect Frank Hilburn in the Chateauesque style. Sited at 
a busy urban corner near the head of a gentle hill the three-and-one-half-story structure 
1;vith j.ts dramatic, complex roof form is a prominent landmark amid the office development 
that surrounds it The structure measures 10 l f feet 'ATlde and 85 feet deep. 

The building consists of a rectangular block covered by a very steep hip roof From 
this block project on the south (main), ens·;:: and T,v2St elevations full~height centrally 
placed parapeted gabled pavilions; f}:om the V:vo south corners proj ect three-story 
tOII/ers, and from the rear e}ctends a s le functional thre.e.~story TIling. T:1.e reel brick 
of the building has been painted a dull gr.::ty ~ 1;V·lr~ch diminishes the richness of the in~~ 

tended contrast between th2 smootIt brick \<18.11::::, proj ec: ting brick trim, and pI entifu 1 
LIt gray stone tri:-1. TIus trim serv~s to ze. the of arched and 

t C,j C 2c:..ted openings throuzhou t t~l.e bu 
a slightly projecting course of 

Consistently, arched are outlined 
thick while trabeated ones are accented 

lintels of rough-cut stone T,Thich projec.t th.2 sides of the openings % The cl.rched 
orick course motif is inc0rpoT2.ted into tft:'=: ser-1.~s of proj ecting brick pilas t(T strips 
thctt separate the bays of the main block, li.nk_ed 2Dove the third level by a round--archec1 
arcade echoing the third level arched ~dndcn,7.s" The repetition of horizon tc·,l bands of 

t stone appears in the COI1Sis tent a::=;e of [he matecial in the hea,;-y sills that 
unc~erline indivi.dual wir1.do·':'lS and e:Ktend uTIDrol(eLl beneath groups of Hindm'l.s.~ The same 
horizocltal ba.ud of stone defines the \.,rater table. around the building and is uS2_cl to 
:::: te the gable from the. lmler pc ion of' the p;3.vilions. Corbel bands dE.£ iue the 
uppr,:: of each ele.vation J beneath a molded corniceo The substantial brick 

s ton,::'. of the provide <'.1. fi"cm visual base for the dr2.lI1atic sla e·-co'Iered roof 
l.'lh':Jse steep hipped form is interrupted the projectill.g gables of the pavilions, the 
se: polygonal forms of the tm>rer roofs and a series of small~ hip roof dorroers that 
accent tl~ front and rear slo on the front and five on the rear. Finials atop 
the: dormers, towers" gables j and at either e:.ld of the main roof further enliven the roof 
t tmcnt finials are Qis but most re~ain)N A small ventilator projects frOB 
th2 middle of the roof 

Tb.e main (sou facade J_:::; symmetrical, and is dominated by the. central entrance 
pavilion. The first-level entrance has a double door with stone lintel flaI~ed by 

.1.::1 11 \·Jincim,'l3 l,vith stone lintels bene;cclth arched ts Th'2 second level also features 

gable is lighted 
Kl()\.!s Clre linked 

a central round·-arched flanked by s sm.::.~.ll(-::[ arc hed 
each of the window arches at their c 
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alternate faces of the tower and follow the already established pattern of two levels 
be~ted, the third arched. 

Extend across the facade between the towers is a one-story plain, masonry 
I:-Jhich breaks out to accoT".lmodate the :to,-t. It has square masonry pillars linkE:>d 

paneled frieze beneatb a second--lcvel g311;~'Cy I;,Jith a plain balu:.-;tracie. It 
an apparently wooden porch that had posts linked arches, and a wooden second-story 

balustrade The facade sheltered the porch is stuccoed. 

The side elevations of the build sO~2~hat similar to the main facade each 
feacur the dominant central differ in that tIle portLJl1S 

tween the pavilion and the front corner tower ar one wide" three more 
£ '.11 the space to the rea,_' of the pavilion and L~12.re are no touers cIt: the rear corners. 
The fenestration is similar, but at the first level of each pavilion there are t~ree 
t~abeated openings the ones smaJ.ler and than the door. At t~e secoGi 
level the treatment is siGiIa to the main facad ~ 

hi:cJ 2svel small arcli;?d uindo~\!s 

ladian window Dotif The 
flank a double: +. 

feature:"] a 
'- p,3\}ilion is 0 tru::((;}iS2 similar to th,.? .Erone, 

~,',rith 2. continUOUi:3 lir'.tel 

of .src heel Hindm-7E;. 

The rcar facade h2S five au either sid of a t1n_ee-·s tory ell j 
L The SciID(::: ,:::;teL and arch :3c11E:E1r:: i a:3 on the 0 

t (\ 

full 

ell is siIT.ply finished, is ti:IO deep an,l sr-:)!'l(~-;Jhat v!id2r th2.Il t\'lO Al: .its 
r drE' bands of four short -;;JiC1.dcn>ls Cit the fil~S t ttJO le,Tels alid fOilr ::Lrchecl 
rd. The S2De brick and stone trio is 

The interior features a of ha.ll::; one 10 itndinal OIEj latera.l) ~tlt Cj~Cl 

the ce:ntc-c of the build L;:n~ge round 2.cch~'s ftC1[,'w the op of t11 front 
,d caT halls int:o U'IC h;:111." Room::-: no\>! eCl a,s offices arc cl ,:,c1 <'lTCldfld thEe,'; 
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The No th CRrolina Sclma1 for th2 Blind and Deaf Dormi designed by architect 
Frank P Milburn and built in 1898 is an ive of the Chateau2squ2 s 
\\7h08C n,Clssive form ctDd drcil,1atic. tOllexed dormered oof1:Lne_ 8ake, it a major landma,,::k in 
Pal'.e-i s state gOIJc.rIlfilent vital to the history of state 
iuvol ve~11C:'Ll i= in the care '3.ncl education of the ed, for it is the 

ructul.:e of t~he NortL .. Carolina Institution flye the D2af and Dumb and Blind, begun in 
and for "Hhlch the present bui was constructed as a 

ciOLTlli tory. 

A sta ted school for t deaf citizens of North Cacolina was first 
in 181.6 as par-1:.. of a LYe report on the press n,:eo for a system of 
ublic educ,ation in .. the .. state" The. repor t 1,.7a3 SUb[;lit t:ec1 to the Geilf":::'l~-al l\,S S 

(17 7/-.. 18 3:~) jtlr:Lst and leader of a H'O:/ 

:lll,::·.l:-ea:"'')f:C:'d E:,t.ate exp('~ndt.t.uj~es for val_Lolts 111..L'llh . of 
f 2,nd clUT,h in Horth CaroJLn.::-l i:; not: great: II 

i cJ:J:l1Il~;U1C hUlaa,1.2 .aU~ention~; elf th.e gc;vernlTI2nt.. ll 
I, .. ITO 2; tlbut, small as iL J,::"'~:< 
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November, 1850, the school had achieved an enrollment of fifty~·four pupils, all of 
WhQ8 were deaf The basic curriculum was the teaching of trades, principally ~he craft of 
mechanical printing The original school for the deaf at Raleigh remained open during 
the Civil War Its 1865 enrollment of eighty-four students was the largest in its twenty
year history. By 1869 a school fo~ tIle Negro deaf and blind--said to be the first of its 
kind in the United States--had opened, also in Raleigh. 

In the 1890s, Frank Pierce Milburn, one of the leading architects in the So~th, was 
cO~Dissioned to design a new dormitory for the school, to be erected on the corner of 
.Jon2s and Dmvson streets, behind the school "\j'lhich then faced lkDowel1 Street. The CClrner·-
stone for the new build was laid in 1898 

Frank Pierce Hilburn was born in Bowling Green, Kentucky, on December 12, 1868. He 
~'7as educated in the common schools in Kentllcky, and later studied in Arkansas and Kentucky 

In 1890 Milburn opened an office at Kenova, West Virginia, but by about 1893 he had 
ITDved to Winston, North Carolina, where he was architect for the Forsyth County Courthouse, 
th'::~ --dchovia Bank Building and a number of handsome d\\7el1ings About 1896 his 1;las 

cho en for the Mecklenburg County Courthouse at Ch2rlotte; here he also became architect 
o rhe first steel frame build erected in North Carolina 

Aftl":T an active period as a resident of Colun:bia~ SOIJ.th Carolina, HilbnLll ill. 1902 
soved to Washington, DC, where he became architect for tl1e Southern Company. 
D~r the next fifteen years, he designed nineteen railroad stations, twenty-six cou~ty 
coc:.rtI-wuses, fifteen residences, nine college buildings (including five for the University 
of ~orth C2rolirlli at Chapel Hill), and many other public buildings throughout. the South, 
as \/e11 2.S the Bureau of Printing and for tbe Imperial Governfll.ent itt 
Chi He di~d at the age of fifty-eight in Asheville on S 21, 1926 ~ 

The Treasurer's and Comptroller's in the North Carolina Archives for the years 
1897 to 1901 show that on February 26, 1897, a special appropriation of $20 850 w~s granted 
to tbe School for th l2 Blind and Deaf for: \"7hit~es ~ It 'I;,ldS follo\'\7ed in telliber and Oc tober 

t~o other special appropriations totaling $13 650 The annual monthly appropri~tion at 
this time \\l8.S ~?5,000 so it i,,,ould appear that the sb'2cial t.ion 'I;}ct3 probab foe th'? 
,j"",,' ilding.;!.::ho the records are not so spl.?cific" By 1909 tbe aUIl.ual appL'O:: tiC\~1 :Cor 

:'If.: bool a.s rezulated the Gene:ca1 As ) '-<JetS $65~OOO \,rith a.lL acld-Ltic)[L1l ~;;lr»)o()o 

1(2a1 plant 

This build was used by the school until 1923 when the institution was emaved to 
f'.) and years 1,cl :cenEunrcd t1:2 Govcrno-:: 1'Ior;c'h.'C:'.ld School) to h,:mc' 

[he L~L!l \,)hose ef-Eor esulted in the:: se'J1Oe,l v,,; crt.":.Ji:ion in 18Lr3" I)'.ll:' 19~~7 and 19 
'.7d8 rr::noifated at: a cO.st of $35 y OOG for UE;,':>' by tl1.:::~ SLat"~ EOC1l.-d of rLe,l]th, IL 
at thi.s tirne that the Lcont purch 'Co C (:,,} to t~3 pc (-'ui:.. Pl'C:lic'ClCC 11)_ 

hecl.lth build '.Ias cCf'\)lc ncl the:': main ::;ecLion of Lhc~ old SchUt) fur L 

tOCrL clO I.I(1) lC~l\Ting c pre Oil d i:O,'/ Luilc1L CliJll UU'=' .~~ i:'Ct'y 

it. In 1955 th(, V '11 .[., idi [1 ') "lei i'~.(;Li C:'1l'",l!ct (0,1 cd: ,~l co;~ or ~(j) :X) 
i. (,", C 0.;:) i= i=-(-~ () ~[ f J_c 
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QUADRANGLE LOCATION 

• -trUS. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFI r RALEIGH AIRPOR r 1.1 MI. 
FAYETTEVILLE 57 Mi 

ROAD CLASSIFICATION 

Primar! highway, 
hard surface 

Secondary highway, 
hard surface 

I nterstate Route 

Light-duty road .. hard or 
improved surface 

Unimproved road . ========= 

U. S. Route 0 State Rout~ 

RALEIGH ,VEST, N. C. 
sw /4 RALEIGH 15' QUADRANGLE 

N3545 -W7837.5/7.5 

]968 

AMS 5255 I SW -SERIES V842 
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