PARKS, RECREATION & GREENWAY 

ADVISORY BOARD

NOVEMBER 15, 2012

MINUTES

The Parks, Recreation & Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB) met on Thursday, November 15, 2012 at 5:30 p.m. at the Jaycee Module, 2401 Wade Avenue, Raleigh, NC with the following present:





Chairman Mark Turner, presiding





Richard Bostic

Jay Chaudhuri





Steve Hepler





Megan Hinkle





Thomas Moore





Lorenzo Jackson





Robert Putze





Scott Reston





Kimberly Siran





Jimmy Thiem

Council Liaison:

Randall Stagner

Excused:


Rodger Koopman





Kevin Seymour





Mike Surasky





Johnny Tillett


Staff Present:  Diane Sauer, Scott Payne, Giavonia Harris, Dick Bailey,  Stephen Bentley, Shawsheen Baker, Billy Jackson, Kim Kittner, Cindy Trumbower, Monica Quechol-Bradley, Brenda Hunt, Grayson Maughan, Wayne Schindler, Jim Frawley
Chairman Turner called the meeting to order at 5:31 p.m. with discussion and action taken as shown:

PUBLIC COMMENTS – NONE RECEIVED

Chairman Turner announced this was an opportunity for those present to speak to the Board.  No one asked to be heard.

PRESENTATIONS

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION – IRECKA SMITH – ESL PROGRAM
Monica Quechol-Bradley, English as a Second Language Program Director reviewed the ESL Program noting this falls under the Recreation Division with a mission to be sure all people who do not speak English as a first language are aware of this service.  She noted without support of volunteers the needs would not be met noting there were 70 volunteers providing 1,522 volunteer hours for this program this year.  This is a dollar amount totaling $33,165.78.  The program paves the way for people to learn English and become more independent.  She introduced Jim Frawley, Volunteer Coordinator who has gone above and beyond in building a partnership with local colleges in this effort.  He supplied the program with many volunteers and has been extremely dedicated to his work on this program.
Mr. Frawley introduced Irecka Smith who has served as a volunteer instructor.  He reviewed her activities noting she has been involved in this program since early 2011.  She instructs at Green Road Center and volunteered 220 hours on this program teaching 255 students.  Chairman Turner presented Ms. Smith with a framed certificate in recognition of her volunteer efforts.  Ms. Smith stated this program is the most important thing she has had the opportunity to be a part of.  She noted the students have all been eager to learn.  She indicated it does her heart good to know she is giving back to the community.

MINDMIXER DEMO – RECEIVED
Stephen Bentley, Capital Improvement Program Manager and Grayson Maughan, Park Planner provided a brief presentation of the MindMixer Program beginning with a video relating to the System Plan.  The video asked everyone to get involved with the System Plan through MindMixer.  The history of the program was reviewed.  Mr. Bentley stated this is a City-wide initiative and involves a website designed for this program (www.yourparksyourfuture.com). 
Mr. Bentley indicated this involves a 5 Point Process as follows:

· Existing System Analysis

· Needs & Priorities Assessment

· Long Range Vision

· Implementation/Action Plan

· Parks & Recreation Master Plan Document

There will be two exclusive groups – PRGAB only to receive information and PRGAB and the department planning committee.  Comments made will only be seen by each other and by staff.  He reviewed how to join and maneuver through the program.  He explained when the department submits a report in the next few weeks; PRGAB members will have the opportunity to review the first part of the project which is the existing system analysis.  No one other than the PRGAB and Planning Committee members will be able to see this information.  The program creates an opportunity for PRGAB members to review and report and submit comments.  He reviewed information that can be pulled from this site.  
Mr. Bentley explained PRGAB members have to sign up and create an account.  In December, staff will provide a presentation about the first report and demonstrate how to sign up.  The website will be up throughout the entire project and be alive for 18 months.  It was noted January is when staff would like members to get active on the website.  A presentation of this program will be provided to the RCAC soon.

This report was received as information.

PUBLIC COMMENT & BOARD DISCUSSION
NAMING REQUEST – JAYCEE SAND VOLLEYBALL COURTS TO THE RUSTY LURWICK MEMORIAL COURTS – ACTION AT DECEMBER MEETING

Chairman Turner opened the Public Comment Section.

Vaughn Hastings indicated he was present with a few friends to support renaming the Jaycee Sand Volleyball Courts to The Rusty Lurwick Memorial Courts.  He noted Mr. Lurwick was an excellent ambassador for this sport in Raleigh.  He noted a charity event was held in 2009 in his honor to benefit colon cancer.
Dan Moralis, 9370 Chapel Hill Road, indicated he knew Mr. Lurwick for 20 years as a competitor, team mate and friend and he was very deserving of this honor.  He noted this would also do a lot of good for the sand volleyball community.
Chairman Turner closed the Public Comment Section.

Mr. Moore questioned if there was any other proposal for any other name.  There are no additional names proposed.

Mr. Reston stated he felt when the PRGAB is approached by a group representing that facility that is so excited about that person, it makes sense for a facility dedicated to that sport to be recognized by someone from that sport.  

Ms. Sauer indicated this proposal has been posted on the website, public service announcements and a sign at the site.  No opposition has been received.
Ms. Sauer indicated the next step is to place this on the December agenda for action by the PRGAB.
MINUTES – OCTOBER 18, 2012 – APPROVED AS PRESENTED

Mr. Moore moved approval of the October 18, 2012 minutes.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Chaudhuri, unanimously passed.  Chairman Turner ruled the motion adopted.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Parks Committee
Mr. Thiem reported there have been meetings and committee comments were received for Barwell Road SIP.  Staff is working on a final version which will go to a public meeting in January at which time he anticipated approving it for public review.

Fletcher Volunteer Awards Committee
Ms. Siran reported the initial meeting was held the previous week.  They reviewed what will be done at the award ceremony on Thursday, May 9, 2013 at the Fletcher Opera Theater.  She reported Elizabeth Gardner agreed to emcee the event.  There will be a meeting sometime in March to review the nominations.  Mr. Reston indicated this program recognizes volunteers in 13 categories and everyone gets to come on stage to receive their award.  Bill Fletcher will also be present at the program, Fred Fletcher’s son.

GWUT/Greenway and Urban Trees Committee
Ms. Siran reported the Urban Forestry Ordinance and Guidelines Review is still in the City Attorney’s office for review.

Ms. Siran reported there have been meetings relating to Greenway Usage for Special Events.  They met the previous Monday, the day after the City of Oaks Marathon, and the race organizers were there.  She noted 16 miles of the race used the greenway and everything went well and there were no complaints.  She indicated Mr. Payne provided a presentation at the meeting about the proposed model for greenway usage and reviewed items to consider, i.e., location, frequency, size, fee structure and process.  In regard to frequency, they suggested no more than 2 races per section per year with a limit of one race per weekend for that section.  There would be a limit of 12 races a year with some grandfathered in.  There should be no more than 500 participants for any 5K event.  There would be a $15 one time, non-refundable application fee and $350 per greenway mile used for the event.  The call for events would take place in January.  Ms. Siran indicated these points were discussed at the meeting and they need further discussion relating to frequency and what would take place if one section of greenway receives a lot of applications the possibility of making other suggestions.  Staff will report back to the committee.  They have not scheduled another meeting.  Ms. Sauer indicated a meeting may be held 30 minutes before the next full PRGAB meeting in order to bring this to the PRGAB for action in December or January.
AD-HOC COMMITTEES

Fees and Charges Committee
Chairman Turner reported the Committee met Tuesday night and discussed upcoming fees and charges.  They discussed setting initial fees for the City of Raleigh Museum that now falls under the Parks and Recreation Department.  They further discussed for Anderson Point Park a $50 fee for a 4 hour minimum noting there is currently a 2 hour minimum.  Chairman Turner noted there are a lot of aquatic fees changing and punch passes will be phased out.  They further discussed pool rental costs and comparable fees to Optimist and Pullen Parks.  Boat rental fees were discussed at the meeting with Chairman Turner noting Lake Wheeler has been up and down with water levels and this is the City’s water supply.  Seasonal launch passes will be discontinued but doesn’t affect that many people.  He spoke to the popularity of Pullen Park and fees will be bumped up to cover than demand.  He reported the Committee will meet this upcoming Tuesday.  

Ms. Sauer reported these recommended fees changes have been posted at all the sites and anticipated some people attend the Tuesday meeting to comment.

LIAISON REPRESENTATIVES
Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Commission
Mr. Moore reported he talked to Eric Lamb who explained the City is trying to come up with a comprehensive Bike Plan.  They discussed the Art to Heart Program and needed signage for this purpose.  There have been discussions relating to art installations in parks.  Mr. Moore noted the Art to Heart project is the first one they will be looking at.  Ms. Sauer reported the Parks and Recreation Department is working with the State on this program.

Chavis Conversation PLG
Mr. Bostic reported this group did not meet but have a meeting scheduled for the 2nd Tuesday in December at 6:30 pm.

City of Raleigh Historical Cemeteries Advisory Board
Mr. Thiem reported this group did not meet but will meet this Monday at 4:00 p.m. at the Tucker House to discuss landscape improvements for cemeteries.  The regular board meeting will be held at 6:00 p.m. 
System Plan Planning Committee
Ms. Siran indicated there will be another report and presentation at the December meeting.  Ms. Siran reported the next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, December 6th from 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Ms. Sauer reported the Director’s Report will be emailed to members.  She provided members with the new greenway maps.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – RECEIVED

Chairman Turner reminded members of the December PRGAB meeting to be held on December 13 at the Borden Building.  The meeting will be held at 5:30 p.m. upstairs and the social will follow downstairs.

Chairman Turner referred to the new pedestrian bridge over the Neuse River noting Mayor McFarlane and Wake Forest’s Mayor Jones were present for the ribbon cutting.  He indicated this is the longest pedestrian bridge in North Carolina.  He indicated eventually the greenway will go from Raleigh to Downtown Wake Forest.
BOARD COMMENTS – RECEIVED

Mr. Thiem indicated he was fascinated by the MindMixer presentation.

Councillor Stagner indicated art on greenways can be made durable and encouraged this.

Mr. Jackson stated he looked forward to the first Chavis Park meeting.

Mr. Bostic expressed interest in Art in the Park.  Chairman Turner noted some of the greenway is in the floodplain and only certain types of art would work.
Mr. Hepler indicated art would be a great piece of the puzzle.  He indicated he attended his first Parks Committee meeting which was a great learning experience.

Ms. Hinkle referred to Rocky Mount where citizens created art in the park using materials naturally found there.  She indicated it was beautiful and does draw new people to the park.  Ms. Sauer noted these types of comments would be good placed on MindMixer.

Mr. Moore indicated the NCSU School of Design is a great way to get art cheap.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, upon motion of Mr. Thiem, seconded by Mr. Moore, unanimously passed, the meeting was adjourned at 6:28 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,

Brenda Hunt
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