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PARKS, RECREATION & GREENWAY 

ADVISORY BOARD

JULY 19, 2012

MINUTES

The Parks, Recreation & Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB) met on Thursday, July 19, 2012 at 5:30 p.m. at Jaycee Module, 2405 Wade Avenue, Raleigh, NC with the following present:





Chairman Mark Turner, presiding





Jay Chaudhuri





Lorenzo Jackson





Rodger Koopman

Thomas Moore

Kevin Brice

Scott Reston

Shoshanna Serxner





Kevin Seymour





Kimberly Siran





Mike Surasky





Jimmy Thiem





Johnny Tillett

Council Liaison:

Randall Stagner

Excused:


Richard Bostic





Jan Pender

Staff Present:  Diane Sauer, Giavonia Harris, Emily Ander, Dick Bailey, Wayne Schindler, Jim Frawley, Grayson Maughan, Jerry Bolas, David Shouse, Stephen Bentley, Shawsheen Baker, Brenda Hunt, Lynn Mullins, Scott Payne, Kim Kittner, Troy Burton, Erin Campo, Ken Hisler
Chairman Turner called the meeting to order at 5:34 p.m. with discussion and action taken as shown:

PUBLIC COMMENTS – NONE RECEIVED

Chairman Turner announced this was an opportunity for those present to speak to the Board.  No one asked to be heard.

PRESENTATIONS

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION – EVAN BENZ

Jim Frawley, ESL Volunteer Coordinator, indicated Evan Benz has volunteered at Barwell Road Community Center since 2010.  He reviewed Mr. Benz’s activities since his time volunteering including teaching 72 language classes.  Mr. Benz has taught over 300 students English, culture, life experiences, etc.  Mr. Frawley indicated Mr. Benz could not attend the meeting and accepted the certificate on his behalf.

RECOGNITION – DORIS BURKE

Chairman Turner provided departing PRGAB member Doris Burke with a plaque to recognize her time on the Parks, Recreation & Greenway Advisory Board.  Ms. Burke stated this is a great board and an excellent staff.

CHAVIS CONVERSATION UPDATE – RECEIVED AS INFORMATION

David Shouse, Senior Park Planner, provided an update of the Chavis Conversation project.  He reviewed the spreadsheet provided to members related to the proposed Public Leadership Group candidates.  He reported staff is working on contacting the candidates to advise them of what is involved in being a member of this group.  He noted the information was provided to members for consideration before looking for action on approving the group.  He suggested that members review the 19 candidates, their interests and criteria included on the spreadsheet.  He noted the number of members could go up or down.  He reviewed how the candidates were determined including interviews, contacting groups with interest in Chavis Park, etc.  The intent is to get a stakeholder who can represent as many interests as possible and pointed out staff is also cognizant that there is a time commitment involved for members.  He asked that members review the listing to assure there is good representation of stakeholders. He pointed out the two youth representatives and noted a Latino representative is needed.  He requested that members email him or Emily Ander with any suggestions.  This item will be discussed at the September PRGAB meeting.

Mr. Shouse reviewed the updated consultant schedule.  He explained there would be one meeting per month.  Appointment of PLG members will go to the City Council for confirmation following approval by the PRGAB.  Mr. Shouse anticipated there will be a half day training session for members in late October relating to consensus making, etc.  The group will come up with its own charter which will set rules, meetings dates, etc.  He referred to the Situation Assessment Report developed by SKEO Solutions that was provided in members’ packets.  The SAR included site research, stakeholder interviews, an initial site visit and presentation of the project to the Central CAC.  

Mr. Tillett asked if the proposed candidates had been contacted with Mr. Shouse responding everyone had been contacted but no promises were made to anyone.  Mr. Tillett expressed concern that the same people seem to be selected for committees, etc. and for something like this, a more diverse group should be selected.  He indicated there are a lot more people in Raleigh that can serve on these committees and felt we are just recycling these members.  Mr. Shouse indicated he would mention this at the first public forum on August 11 and challenged the PRGAB to look at the list provided and determine if there are others that can serve.

This item was received as information and will be placed on the September agenda for action.

MORDECAI HISTORIC PARK INTERPRETIVE CENTER – SCHEMATIC DESIGN – APPROVED

Shawsheen Baker, Senior Park Planner, and representatives of Clearscapes provided the schematic design for the renovation of and addition to the Mordecai Historic Park Interpretive Center.  Ms. Baker  reported a public input meeting was held July 12 at the Mordecai Historic Park where positive feedback was received.  Members were provided with minutes of the July 12 meeting.  She reported the consultant representatives presented the concept plan, building program, site plan and parking scenario, existing mix of architecture at the Park, historic content and proposed building elevation at that meeting.  Ms. Baker explained the PRGAB is being requested at this meeting to act on the design and the recommendation would be provided to the City Council at their September 4 meeting.  She noted this is only the schematic design and asked that members focus on the overall concept and general design approach.  

Fred Belledin, Clearscapes, reviewed the schematic design in detail noting there is a new location for this center as a result of the City’s purchase of the home at 1101 Wake Forest Road that was built in the earliest part of the 20th century.  He provided pictures of the two story brick structure noting the inside of the house was fully renovated in the 1970’s.  A floor plan was reviewed showing the addition to the building.  He noted the non-historic addition would be removed.  He reviewed the proposed floor plan when the property is set up for center purposes that would include a new front entrance, etc.  Mr. Belledin explained the goal is to retain as much of the house as possible.  He reviewed proposed parking, curb cuts and how the program integrates with the house.  Trees that will remain were pointed out.  He also noted a case has been filed with the Board of Adjustment relating to the historical buffer.  

Mr. Belledin pointed out the 8 structures currently located in Mordecai Historic Park noting it is a great collection of buildings but is a great mix of architectural styles.  He noted the buildings are historic but unrelated to each other.  He reviewed how the landscape has changed over a period of time in the Park.  He reviewed the siting of the building and the scope of work in detail.  The perimeter of the house will be restored in its entirety.  The plans for each floor were reviewed at length.  

Ms. Siran questioned the Board of Adjustment case with Mr. Belledin explaining the use of the house is allowed by right but the transitional protective yard must go before the Board of Adjustment.  Staff has been working with the neighbors relating to the planting scheme.  In response to questioning from Mr. Surasky, it was noted acquisition cost of the property was $600,000 with renovation costs to be $1 million.  This structure provides more program space than the site previously considered.  

Ms. Baker reviewed the schedule for the project noting this will go before the Board of Adjustment for a parking variance and the transitional yard variance in August.  The City Council will consider the schematic design at their September 4 meeting that will be followed by design development.  Construction will begin in 2013 and the facility will be opened by the end of 2013.  

Mr. Thiem moved approval of the schematic design as presented.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Siran, unanimously passed.  Chairman Turner ruled the motion adopted.

SYSTEM PLAN PRESENTATION AND PLANNING COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION – APPOINTMENTS APPROVED

Stephen Bentley, Capital Improvement Program Manager, reviewed this item noting 9 months of work has gone into developing the plan to this point.  Mr. Bentley reviewed the history of this item noting a detailed presentation was made to the PRGAB in March.   

Grayson Maughan provided a PowerPoint presentation on the 5 part process for preparation of the plan.  Mr. Bentley indicated this not only requires heavy public participation, but also includes a continuous planning committee.  Monthly updates will be provided to this PRGAB.  Presentations will be made to the PRGAB and City Council.  He reviewed what is involved in preparation of the draft document.  Four community meetings will be held and will be going to the Raleigh CAC throughout the process with the full document presented to the CAC, the PRGAB and the Council.  Mr. Bentley provided an overview of the PRGAB’s involvement including monthly updates by staff, involvement of two board members on the planning committee, milestone presentations, etc.  

Mr. Bentley reviewed the Planning Committee composition that involves 45 areas, 30 focus groups and 14 different compositions.  He noted this would be a consensus seeking committee, 
operating under a charter and would be ambassadors for the project.  He reviewed meetings the members of the planning committee would attend.  

Mr. Moore stated AECOM is one of his clients and questioned if this would be a conflict of interest.  Ms. Sauer responded there would be no conflict of interest since this company was chosen prior to Mr. Moore being appointed to the PRGAB.  Mr. Bentley indicated that AECOM has already been selected for this process based on there qualifications.  
Nominees were included under each category on the wall and members were directed to place dots for their choice.  Mr. Bentley indicated those nominated had not be notified and they would be notified between now and September.  

Following the voting process, members voted on those categories containing tie votes as follows:

Adventure/Outdoor Recreation:  Mr. Moore moved approval of Kate Dixon.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Siran, unanimously passed.  Chairman Turner ruled the motion adopted.

Athletics:  Mr. Jackson moved approval of Andy Andrews as the second selection.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Tillett, unanimously passed.  Chairman Turner ruled the motion adopted.

Education:  Ms. Serxner moved removal of “Possible Wake Co. PTA Member”.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman, unanimously passed.  Chairman Turner ruled the motion adopted.
Parks, Recreation, and Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB):  Mr. Moore moved appointment of Kimberly Siran and Jay Chaudhuri to represent PRGAB.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman, unanimously passed.  Chairman Turner ruled the motion adopted.
(A listing of all those approved will be compiled and provided to PRGAB members.)
MINUTES – JUNE 21, 2012 – APPROVED AS PRESENTED
Members received a copy of the June 21, 2012 minutes prior to the meeting.  Mr. Thiem moved approval of the minutes as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman, unanimously passed.  Chairman Turner ruled the motion adopted.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS
GWUT/Greenway and Urban Trees Committee

Mr. Surasky reported the Urban Tree Manual has been completed with illustrations by Ms. Siran.  He hoped it goes to the appropriate people and to receive approval.  The goal is to place the manual on line to make things easier for the user.  Ms. Sauer explained after the manual goes out to other City representatives and staff for review and approved by City Attorney, it will come back to the PRGAB before it goes to the City Council.  Mr. Koopman moved to refer the Work Plan item: Greenway usage for Special Events to Committee.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Tillett, unanimously passed.  Chairman Turner ruled the motion adopted.

AD-HOC COMMITTEE REPORTS
Chairman Turner referred to development of the Nominating Ad-hoc Committee for Chair/Chair Committee which would be a 2-3 member committee.  He asked which PRGAB members would like to serve.  Mr. Surasky and Mr. Koopman volunteered to serve.

LIAISON REPRESENTATIVES REPORT
City of Raleigh Historical Cemeteries Advisory Board – Report Received
Mr. Thiem reported two meetings had been held.   Information was provided that bids were received for cobblestone repair to City cemetery and a contract was selected.  Bids have also been received for wrought iron fencing repairs and contractor selected.  He further reported a meeting with the Historic Districts Commission relating to the possibility for both City and Mt. Hope Cemeteries to be designated as local historic districts.  Work is moving ahead on strategies for landscape plans for all City cemeteries.  A workshop is scheduled for August 13 from 4:00 until 6:00 p.m. relating to landscaping for historic cemeteries to develop strategies.

Mordecai Historic Park Advisory Board
Mr. Turner reported no meeting had been held since the last PRGAB meeting.  He noted he heard positive comments at the public hearing about the plan presented this evening.

City of Raleigh Pedestrian Transportation Plan Steering Committee
Mr. Turner indicated he had no report but received an email this is back on track and a meeting will be held the week of August 11.  He noted Ms. Siran will replace him at that meeting.

MLK Jr. Memorial Gardens Expansion Project
Mr. Tillett reported a meeting is scheduled for August 1 and if all looks well, the proposal will be brought back to the PRGAB in September.

Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Commission
Mr. Moore reported a meeting was held earlier this week and received a presentation relating to current study on Capital Boulevard bicycle and pedestrian safety issues with regards to 440 and Calvary Dr.  The Commission is looking at various solutions including additional lighting.  He indicated changes on Hillsborough Street were also discussed.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT – RECEIVED

July 3, 2012
YOUTH DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE PROGRAM – NOTIFICATION OF AWARD – APPROVED TO ACCEPT

The City has been awarded a $99,100 grant from the Wake County Juvenile Crime Prevention Council for Raleigh’s Youth Development Initiative program.  A collaborative effort between the Parks and Recreation Department’s Teen Program and the Police Department’s Youth and Family Service Division, this program provides after school recreation and summer enrichment programming for at risk youth.  Matching funds of $30,000 are available in 100-6230-878100-517.

LICENSE MANAGEMENT ENTITY – INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH ALLIANCE BEHAVIORAL HEALTHCARE APPROVED – BUDGET AMENDED

The Parks and Recreation Department for many years has received funding from Wake County LME (Licensed Management Entity) to provide recreation and leisure support for individuals with development disabilities and also to provide inclusion opportunities.   Alliance Behavioral Healthcare has provided an Interlocal Cooperation Agreement to support funding of $110,000 in FY 2013 for Parks and Recreation to continue services to Wake County residents who require specialized services due to intellectual disabilities and or physical (mobility) impairments for year-round recreational programs.  Also the funding continues to support inclusion services and opportunities to Wake County residents with disabilities who wish to participate in  general Parks and Recreation programs.

July 17, 2012
July 17, 2012 as Play Day Proclamation – Playful City, USA

July is National Parks and Recreation Month Proclamation

Champion Tree Awards – 3 trees in Pullen Park

Cemetery Fence Restoration and Construction Administration Services – Approved to Negotiate Contract

Proposals were solicited from qualified firms for design and construction administration of fence repairs and restoration at the historic cemeteries.  Two firms submitted responses to the request for qualifications.  Staff from the Parks and Recreation Department and the Planning Department evaluated the proposals based on criteria set forth in the Request for Qualifications.  The firms were ranked as follows:

MacConnel & Associates, P.C., Cary, North Carolina

Sears Design Group, Raleigh, N.C.

The proposal from MacConnell & Associates, P.C. was unanimously selected as the most competitive.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD

Annual Work Plan – Approved

The Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board believes it is important that the Board’s annual work plan align with the long-term planning documents of the City, to include the Park Plan and the 2030 Comprehensive Plan.  In addition, PRGAB believes it is important that the diversity and skills of the advisory board members be best used and employed to carry out the work plan.  A presentation will be made; additional information is included with the agenda packet.

Waterfowl Management – Approved

The FY11-12 Work Plan of the PRGAB included a review of the challenges and potential development of a Waterfowl Management plan.  The PRGAB recommends the department should focus solely on low cost/high public acceptance management practices such as public education and landscape modifications.  Successfully addressing urban waterfowl challenges, particularly with regard to Canada gees, requires integrated management techniques consistently applied at a large, landscape scale and involves both the public and private sectors.  Included in the agenda packet is additional information on various management techniques, potential cost to the City and public perception issues.

Recommendation:  Approve the PRGAB recommendation that the Parks and Recreation Department focus on low cost/high public acceptance waterfowl. Management practices.

Committee Meetings
The GWUT/Greenway and Urban Trees Committee, a standing committee of the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board will meet in August TBA.

Dedications:
Jaycee Community Center Dedication – Tuesday, July 24 at 5:30 p.m.

Public Meetings:

Chavis Conversations Public Forum – Saturday, August 11, 2012 at 10:00 a.m. at Chavis Community Center.

Events:
Play Day to celebrate Playful Cities Award – Saturday, July 21 from 9:00 a.m. – Noon at Biltmore Hills Park.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – RECEIVED
Chairman Turner requested that PRGAB members desiring to attend the CBM meeting advise Giavonia by tomorrow.

Chairman Turner indicated members received a listing of members and committees they are serving on noting he wanted to be sure the listing is up to date.  He requested that members advise him if they want to be placed on a committee.

BOARD COMMENTS – RECEIVED

Mike Surasky expressed concern relating to on street parking on Fox Road as a result of Spring Forest Road Park.  He noted the speed limit in this area is 45 mph and this is an unsafe situation.  He noted he was not sure if anything can be done to improve this situation but requested that staff follow up and monitor this issue.  Mr. Payne reported staff has brought this to the Police Department’s attention noting people are parking in the dirt on the edge of the roadway.  Mr. Surasky questioned if this PRGAB could be the advocate for lowering the speed limit in this area.  

Mr. Surasky thanked Chairman Turner for attending the first meeting of the Forestville CAC the previous week  

Mr. Surasky referred to the gentleman recently killed on US 401 while riding a bicycle for recreational purposes.  He noted the gentleman killed was a professional rider but urged use of the greenway for other purposes.
Mr. Reston reported the Greenway Group will meet at Walnut Creek Wetlands Center from 10:00 until 12 noon relating to the I Phone application for RGreenway that was reviewed at a previous meeting.  The Droid application will be done at a later date.

Mr. Brice indicated he was contacted by a “muckrucking” advocate relating to having a location for this activity in Raleigh and suggested Highway 50/Beaver Dam would be a good location.  

Mr. Brice congratulated the aquatics program for the new pool on Buffalo Road.

Mr. Thiem thanked staff for everything done to get the Visitor’s Center at Mordecai across the street noting the previous location had no good solution.  He indicated use of an existing building in the neighborhood was an excellent solution.

Ms. Serxner indicated this would be her last meeting and felt a replacement for her could be done by the September meeting.  She indicated one thing she hoped to accomplish since she has been on the PRGAB was the establishment of another dog park within the City of Raleigh but she has notices the whole atmosphere has improved relating to dog parks.   She indicated home values are increased if a dog park is located in the neighborhood.  She stated a resident in the Carolina Pines CAC was opposed to a dog park but now is delighted with it.  She hoped another could be located in Laurel Hills Park which she felt is a perfect spot for a dog park.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, upon motion of Mr. Tillett, seconded by Ms. Serxner, unanimously passed, the meeting was adjourned at 7:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Brenda Hunt
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