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MINUTES

The Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB) met on Thursday, April 19, 2012 at 5:30 p.m., at Jaycee Module, 2405 Wade Avenue with the following present:





Chairman Mark Turner, presiding





Doris Burke





Jay Chaudhuri





Lorenzo Jackson





Rodger Koopman





Jan Pender




Scott Reston





Shoshanna Serxner





Kevin Seymour





Johnny Tillett

Council Liaison:

Randall Stagner

Members Excused: 

Kevin Brice





Thomas Moore

Kimberly Siran

Mike Surasky

Jimmy Thiem 

Guest:



Iona Thomas, Stewart Engineering 
Staff Present:
Diane Sauer, Giavonia Harris, Dick Bailey, Cindy Trumbower, Stephen Bentley, Scott Payne, Jerry Bolas, Tiffany Frost, Jane Bailey, Wayne Schindler, Carol Moore, Terry Stroupe, Kathy Capps, Carmen Rayfield, Kim Kittner, Steve White, Vic Lebsock, Cindy Williams, Billy Jackson
Chairman Turner called the meeting to order at 5:33 p.m. with discussion and action taken as shown:

PUBLIC COMMENTS – NONE RECEIVED

This was an opportunity for those present to speak to the PRGAB.  No one asked to be heard.

PRESENTATION – VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION - RACHEL JESSUP

Cindy Trumbower introduced Rachel Jessup, who has volunteered with the Wetland Planting project.  Ms. Trumbower announced this is National Volunteer Week noting the Parks and Recreation Department could not operate without volunteer support.  She indicated Rachel Jessup is 14 years old and already has wonderful leadership skills.  She worked on this project to fulfill her silver award project for the Girl Scouts.  She worked with the City’s horticulturist and works every Friday at the greenhouse.  Ms. Jessup also came up with a wonderful design for the Wetlands Center.  Chairman Turner presented Ms. Jessup with a certificate of recognition for her volunteer work.

EAST COAST GREENWAY – DESIGNATION APPROVED
Present to discuss this item were Vic Lebsock, Senior Greenway Planner and Iona Thomas, Stewart Engineering Project Manager and Chair of NC Committee for East Coast Greenway for the East Coast Greenway Project.  Ms. Sauer reported this item was brought before the City Council April 17.  She explained the presentation will be made and action would be required by the PRGAB at this meeting.  
Ms. Thomas pointed out the location for the 3000 miles of the East Coast Greenway that stretches from Maine to Florida.  She explained people will make the trip along this greenway trail like the Appalachian Trail.  This is a more developed type of trail system than the Appalachian Trail with friendly grades and plenty of amenities.  She pointed out on a map available at the meeting cities with designations and signs for this greenway trail.  The Triangle, Durham and Cary have made designations.  She reviewed the map of the Triangle route noting when the American Tobacco Trail over I-40 is completed that it will be designated and Cary has made their designation and there are negotiations occurring with Umstead Park representatives ongoing.  Ms. Thomas explained Raleigh designated Reedy Creek Trail 3 years ago for this trail and a recommended route has now been developed after working with staff and now wanted to get the PRGAB’s approval of this route.  She reviewed the Raleigh route in detail including Reedy Creek Trail, museum property, I-440 area, a small section of Gorman Street, through the NCSU campus, Pullen Park area, Downtown Raleigh, Chavis Way into Little Rock Trail, Walnut Creek, New River Trail to the County line and tying into NCDOT property opening in the spring going from Johnston County line to the Clayton Trail.  She indicated they are working with the Bike/Ped group relating to how to come through Downtown in an effort to be sure their connection makes a good tie in with transit.  Ms. Thomas explained they are asking at this meeting designation for the separated greenway trail area (Rocky Branch Trail and Pullen Park Trail areas).  She indicated copies of her presentation with route maps were available.  She provided a sample of the designation signs.  Ms. Thomas indicated they would work with Mr. Lebsock to assure they comply with Raleigh’s sign ordinance.  There is grant funding to purchase signs and funds or maintenance are not being requested.  Ms. Serxner indicated she was very excited about this project.
Mr. Koopman moved approval of this project as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Serxner, unanimously passed.  Chairman Turner ruled the motion adopted.

MILLBROOK EXCHANGE CENTER FOR ACTIVE ADULTS – NAMING REQUEST – TO BE PLACED ON MAY AGENDA

Bill Cooke indicated this relates to a request to name the Millbrook Exchange Center for Active Adults to “Anne Gordon Center for Active Adults at Millbrook Exchange Park”.  
Ersell Liles made a presentation outlining the many accomplishments of Anne Gordon, a retired employee of the Parks and Recreation Department who worked with senior adults during her tenure with the City.  He noted Bill Cooke and Jan Harris prepared the documentation support for this request.  He stated Ms. Gordon has done a lot for the City and provided a life time of dedicated service.  Her 49 year career is a benchmark for others to follow.  Mr. Liles indicated Ms. Gordon has served all ages of Raleigh citizens but her major focus is the enrichment of the lives of senior citizens.  He reviewed highlights of Ms. Gordon’s work and community activities and comments from Ms. Gordon relating to why she has liked her work with seniors. Friend and co-worker comments were provided from Bill Singletary, Steve White, Jan Harris, Raiford Fulghum and Evelyn Alexander.  Mr. Liles indicated Ms. Gordon has helped us respect our seniors before it was fashionable to do so.  He encouraged the PRGAB to make a unanimous recommendation to the City Council to name this new center “Anne Gordon Center for Active Adults at Millbrook Exchange Park”.

Ms. Sauer reviewed the process and indicated this is an item the PRGAB will not take action on at this meeting.  She also reported members had received a copy of an email from Carol Reilly supporting this request.  Ms. Sauer reported no opposition had been voiced relating to this request.

Discussion followed relating to whether there are any other employees buildings are named for.  Ms. Sauer noted the building next door is named after Frank Evans, previous Parks and Recreation Director.  Ms. Serxner questioned if the individual has to be deceased.  Ms. Sauer indicated the individual does not have to be deceased; however, if they are deceased, there needs to be a three year time period between the time they passed away and consideration of the naming.  It was noted comments could be submitted until the next meeting.  Mr. Tillett questioned if Ms. Gordon met all criteria included in the Resolution with Ms. Sauer responding Ms. Gordon does meet the criteria.  
Mr. Reston indicated in this case, since this is a new facility for seniors, it is appropriate to name it for someone active within that segment of the population.

This item was held until the May meeting.

CIP PRESENTATION – RECEIVED
This presentation was provided by Stephen Bentley, Capital Improvement Program Manager.  A copy of the presentation was included in the agenda packets and reviewed in detail.  Mr. Bentley’s review included how the CIP is developed, what impacts the CIP, elements of the fiscal year 2013 CIP budget and the schedule for the budget process.  The CIP Program is a 5 year financial plan that includes projects normally greater than $25,000; analyzes major infrastructure, facility and site needs; projects fiscal resources and establishes priorities and develops schedules for capital asset development.  This is one element of the overall planning process of the City.  Two primary categories are the General Fund CIP funded by tax revenues and facility fees and Bond CIP funded by public bond referendum.  The 2013 CIP was compared to past CIPs.  The 2013 CIP requests includes park site improvements, parks system update, building improvements and parking, fields and courts lighting.  Items deferred from the 2013 request were reviewed.  The proposed 2/3 bond projects were reviewed that included Southeast Raleigh Tennis Center at Barwell Road, Perry Creek/Dorothea Dix Soccer improvements and Annie Louise Wilkerson Nature Preserve Park Phase 2.  Potential future bond projects for FY 2014 were reviewed.  In summary Mr. Bentley indicated the CIP includes $231 million in capital improvement funding with 77% funded by the bond program ($177 million); 5% funded by the City’s General Fund ($11.9 million); 8% funded by Facility Fees ($18.3 million) and 10% funded by interest income.
Mr. Koopman questioned if any funding has come back into the budget as a result of low cost and more efficient lighting.  Billy Jackson responded the City has used the improved lighting at 28 parking facilities and 18 fire stations last year and the savings remained in his operating budget.  He indicated the lighting also has benefits.
Ms. Sauer, in response to a questioning, explained the 2/3 bond issuance.

The report was received as information.

WATERFOWL MANAGEMENT PLAN – WORK PLAN ITEM – REFERRED TO PARKS COMMITTEE
Scott Payne, Recreation Superintendent, reviewed the issue relating to waterfowl at City lakes.  He explained at the December Advisory Board meeting discussion took place relating to a public education campaign.  The issue relates to the tremendous growth of both domestic and wild waterfowl since many do not return to their native homes.  There is an estimated 100,000 in North Carolina.  Mr. Payne reviewed the impacts including creating water quality problems, attacks on humans, landscape damage and hazards to aircraft.  He noted many complaints are received relating to the geese in Raleigh.  He noted this has become a national issue.  Management prescriptions were reviewed including discontinuing feeding, removal of domestic geese and ducks, modifying landscaping, barrier installation, prevention of nesting, oral contraceptives, capture and removal, hunting, etc.  Challenges were reviewed with Mr. Payne explaining the waterfowl have been protected since 1981 through the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and there is nothing relating to this issue in Raleigh’s City Code.  Integrated management prescription is the most successful process for handling the geese.  Next steps were explained that included a public education at Cooper’s Pond, Shelley Lake, Lake Johnson and Lake Wheeler using signs.  Mr. Payne also suggested referring this item to the Parks Committee in order to review the management prescriptions and to review the Raleigh City Code relating to this issue.
Mr. Koopman questioned if there was any help available from Wake County or other municipalities working on this issue.  Mr. Payne indicated the City of Greensboro is working on this as well and would bring them to the committee to discuss what they are seeing and doing.  He also indicated the City’s Stormwater Department may also be of assistance.
Councillor Stagner questioned if staff had studied this issue at Lake Lynn.  Mr. Payne indicated the four lakes listed have had expressions of concern.  He noted Lake Lynn is one staff is looking at as well as Pullen Lake and indicated Lake Lynn may end up on the list.  Mr. Seymour questioned what the conflict is with Mr. Payne noting there is no City ordinance in place restricting feeding and staff decided to try the public education campaign.  
Ms. Serxner referred to the use of replacing the eggs with fake eggs with Mr. Payne indicating a permit must be obtained to do this technique and public perception is an issue.  He explained staff has looked at several communities across the country and what they do to assist with this problem.  

Chairman Turner questioned if there is a wildlife manager on staff with Mr. Payne noting the City does have a nature program and wildlife management is done through the Parks Division but there is no formalized wildlife manager on City staff.  Discussion followed regarding the face that the urban/rural interface is changing in this area.

Mr. Koopman moved referral of this item to the Parks Committee.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Tillett, unanimously passed.  Chairman Turner ruled the motion adopted.

MINUTES – FEBRUARY 16, 2012 – APPROVED AS AMENDED
Members had been provided with minutes of the February 16, 2012 meeting in their agenda packets.  A typographical error on the last page was noted (change to “2/3 bond”).  Mr. Seymour moved approval of the minutes as amended.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman, unanimously passed.  Chairman Turner ruled the motion adopted.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS – RECEIVED

Fletcher Volunteer Awards Committee:  Ms. Serxner reported the committee met on March 20 to select the Fletcher Award winners.  She requested each PRGAB member sign up to introduce a recipient for the evening.
AD-HOC COMMITTEE REPORTS – RECEIVED

MLK Jr. Memorial Gardens Expansion Project:  Mr. Tillett reported this committee met on March 20 where the memorial was discussed.  The meeting went well.  He further reported the public meeting went well and a mission has been established.  He noted they are still trying to get a good vision.  He indicated this is something that can be beneficial for children, tourists, etc., and there is a lot to be done.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT – RECEIVED

Ms. Sauer referred to the My Raleigh Subscriptions website that will provide a menu of departments, and projects users can subscribe to and receive information on them electronically.  She encouraged members to look at the site.  She indicated this is a great tool and a good way to get information out to citizens.
Ms. Sauer reported members received discs from the retreat held recently that included all PowerPoint presentations.  She advised members to get in touch with her with any questions.

Ms. Sauer reported a month ago members received Survey Monkey regarding the PRGAB Self Assessment.  Members received survey results in their packets.

Ms. Sauer stated a survey was sent to members relating to moving Parks Board meetings to the City Council Chamber.  Staff did not receive a good response on this and those received were split.  She stated staff will send this survey out again and request that members provide a response.

Ms. Sauer indicated the PRGAB had a public participation presentation at the retreat and final comments from that document have been received.  This information will be posted on the website.  This will be moved forward to the City Council on May 1.
City Council Updates:
March 6, 2012

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER
JOSLIN GARDENS – PLANNING PROCESS – APPROVED

William and Mary Coker Joslin have been Raleigh community leaders for decades.  The decision to transition their 4 acre gardens and home site for a future public park, to be known as Joslin Gardens, is an example of the commitment to make Raleigh a great place to live.  To ensure that the home site and gardens are planned, programmed and managed in such a way as intended by William and Mark Coker Joslin, a transitional planning process is proposed by the Parks and Recreation Department.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD

PLAYFUL CITY USA – STAFF AUTHORIZED TO SUBMIT APPLICATION

Mark Turner, Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board, presented PRGAB recommendation.  Staff has prepared an application to recognize Raleigh as a 2012 Playful City USA.  Playful City USA is a national recognition program honoring cities and towns that make play a priority and use innovative programs to get children active, playing and healthy.  One of the requirements of the application is to establish a “Play Taskforce” to guide the City’s play efforts.  The Parks Committee of the PRGAB will serve in this capacity.  The PRGAB voted to approve the recommendation of this item.

Mr. Stagner moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

March 20, 2012
RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS

PROCLAMATION – ARBOR DAY – PROCLAIMED

Mayor McFarlane read a proclamation proclaiming March 20, 2012 as Arbor Day in the City of Raleigh.  The proclamation gave a history of Arbor Day which was proclaimed in 1872.

Urban Forester Sally Thigpen accepted the proclamation and gave a description of the ongoing work including the fact that Raleigh was awarded its 23rd Tree City USA status, the Run for the Oaks which included giving away 400 native trees to the runners and their families and explained the City’s residential tree program.  She commended the staff for their work and excellent customer service and invited all to participate in the upcoming spring planting event scheduled for March 24.  She expressed appreciation to all for the support of the program.

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT COMPLIANCE ASSESSMENT – PARKS AND RECREATION FACILITIES – MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE CONTRACT WITH DAVIS KANE ARCHITECTS, PA

Staff recommends the following firms be considered, in the order presented below, to provide design services associated with the inspection and assessment of designated facilities managed by the Parks and Recreation Department to determine compliance with the new Title II regulations of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  Following public advertisement qualified firms were invited to conduct site analysis of designated facilities.  The assessments include determining if there is ADA compliant parking, a compliant assessable route of travel to the facility, a compliant facility entry and an evaluation of all elements within the facility that affect accessibility.

1. Davis Kane Architects, PA, Raleigh, NC 27615

2. Moseley Architects, Morrisville, NC 27560

3. DHM Design, Raleigh, NC 27615

April 17, 2012
2/3rds General Obligation Bond Projects – Approved
Council has approved the issuance of $9.0 million of 2/3rds General Obligation Bonds.  Three of the proposed projects were Parks and Recreation related capital improvements projects as outlined below.
Completion of the Annie Louise Wilkerson, MD Nature Preserve Park - $2.5 million.

Construction of the Barwell Road Tennis Facility $2.3 million

Upgrades to Existing Capital Area Soccer League (CASL) Facilities - $2.5 million

A more detailed outline of the next steps and preliminary timetables for each project is included in the Council backup information.

Recommendation:  Authorize City Administration to plan, design and construct the three facilities.  Further Council approvals will be sought as each project progresses.

East Coast Greenway Recommendation – Referred to PRGAB
Iona L. Thomas, North Carolina East Coast Greenway Committee, would like to request Council to endorse the remaining Raleigh portion of the greenway trail from Maine to Florida.  The City has previously designated the Reedy Creek Trail as an official route, but needs to endorse the remaining portion of the route.

Announcements (Dedications, Public Meetings, etc.)

PRGAB Committee Meetings
The Parks Committee will meet on Thursday, May 3, 2012 at 5:30 p.m. in the Jaycee Module at 2504 Wade Avenue.

The GWUT/Greenway and Urban Trees will meet on Thursday, May 10, 2012 at 12:00 noon, Frank E. Evans Administrative Building, Conference Room.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – RECEIVED

Chairman Turner referred to the Self-Assessments noting members received a copy in their packets.  He suggested that members review the information.  Mr. Chaudhuri indicated there are a couple of areas that need to be worked on by the board.

Chairman Turner indicated the next PRGAB meeting is the same night as the Fletcher Awards.  He noted the PRGAB will meet at the Progress Energy Center at 5:30 p.m., prior to the award ceremony.  Ms. Sauer stated the meeting room is upstairs above the theater.

Chairman Turner referred to videoing PRGAB meetings and the changes that would require.  He spoke to the obligation to taxpayers to keep actions of the PRGAB transparent but he also likes the informal meetings at this location.  He requested that members consider this and noted this will be taken up again.
BOARD COMMENTS – RECEIVED

Ms. Serxner indicated she would not be present at the Fletcher Awards Ceremony.  She also welcomed Mr. Jackson as a PRGAB member.

Ms. Pender referred to the item discussed previously relating to naming the new adult center after a retired employee.  She noted she had reviewed the Resolution and preferred naming facilities relating to geographical location.  She indicated the reason for naming the facility for an individual would not be transparent to the public.  Ms. Sauer explained names of facilities generally come from location, etc and the resolution is more towards names of facilities that are changing or haven’t been built yet.  Generally buildings are names by staff based on criteria, i.e. geography.  Mr. Payne indicated those requesting naming the new adult center for Ms. Gordon are retirees that worked with her.  Ms. Pender indicated she felt better about the request now.
Mr. Reston welcomed Mr. Jackson.

Mr. Chaudhuri welcomed Mr. Jackson.

Mr. Tillett indicated he also had a problem with naming the new facility.  He also welcomed Mr. Jackson.

Mr. Seymour welcomed Mr. Jackson to the Board.

Mr. Jackson indicated he is happy to be part of this board and was looking forward to seeing how things work.

Ms. Harris indicated she had renewed everyone for NCRPA and will be sending emails to members shortly.  She also indicated if any members are interested in attending CBM conference in Greensboro to let her know in order for her to take care of registrations.  The conference will be held in August.
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:13 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Brenda Hunt
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