PARKS, RECREATION & GREENWAY 

ADVISORY BOARD

OCTOBER 18, 2012

MINUTES

The Parks, Recreation & Greenway Advisory Board met on Thursday, October 18, 2012 at 5:30 p.m. at the Jaycee Module, 2401 Wade Avenue, Raleigh, NC with the following present:





Chairman Mark Turner, presiding





Richard Bostic

Jay Chaudhuri





Steve Hepler





Megan Hinkle





Rodger Koopman





Robert Putze





Kevin Seymour





Kimberly Siran





Mike Surasky





Jimmy Thiem





Johnny Tillett

Council Liaison:

Randall Stagner

Excused:


Lorenzo Jackson

Thomas Moore





Scott Reston



Staff Present:  Scott Payne, Giavonia Harris, Dick Bailey, Stephen Bentley, Shawsheen Baker, Billy Jackson, Kim Kittner
Chairman Turner welcomed new Advisory members Megan Hinkle and Robert Putze.

Chairman Turner called the meeting to order at 5:33 p.m. with discussion and action taken as shown:

PUBLIC COMMENTS – NONE RECEIVED

Chairman Turner announced this was an opportunity for those present to speak to the PRGAB.  No one asked to be heard.

PRESENTATIONS

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION – ROSE GARDEN DEADHEADS

Cindy Trumbower introduced Walt Ball and Dennis Maltbie who volunteer as deadheads at the Rose Garden.  She noted they volunteer their time weekly, and sometimes more often and the Parks and Recreation Department is very grateful for their work.

Chairman Turner presented a framed certificate to Mr. Ball and Mr. Maltbie and expressed the PRGAB’s appreciation for the time they spend volunteering in this manner.

NAMING REQUEST FOR JAYCEE SAND VOLLEYBALL COURTS – THE RUSTY LURWICK MEMORIAL COURTS - PUBLIC COMMENT SCHEDULED FOR NOVEMBER MEETING

Vaughn Hastings was present to request naming the Jaycee Park Sand Volleyball Courts to “The Rusty Lurwick Memorial Courts”.  He explained Mr. Lurwick was an advocate for volleyball and was a great volleyball presence in indoor volleyball and in beach doubles and one of the founders of outdoor beach volleyball in Raleigh.  He passed away in 2009 from colon cancer.  Mr. Hastings indicated took the time to teach people to play, even if they didn’t know anything about the sport.  He indicated Mr. Lurwick was a great ambassador for the sport.  

Mr. Payne reviewed the process necessary for the name change and noted members had backup information included in their packets.  The process calls for a public hearing to be held in November.  There will be signage on the courts relating to the public hearing.  Public comments and board discussion will take place at the December meeting and this item will then be an action item at the January PRGAB meeting.
LAKE JOHNSON CENTER UPDATE – RECEIVED
Shawsheen Baker, Senior Park Planner, provided an update of the Lake Johnson Center noting activity on this project has been going on for a while.  The project was a 2007 bond project.  A new community multi-purpose center is proposed for Lake Johnson.  Work on the master plan started 2 years ago.  In February, 2012, the City Council directed the location of the center at the Lake Johnson Pool site and will be a design/build project.  There is $2 million available for construction.  The public involvement process will include 3 public meetings.  Once all public comments are received, they will be brought back to the PRGAB for review.  The process then calls for the PRGAB approval that will be taken to the City Council for final approval.  The first 2 public meetings are scheduled and the 3rd will likely take place in January, 2013.  Staff has mailed out 500 notifications to adjacent property owners and sent emails to area fitness centers, nature groups, etc.  Nine apartment complexes in the area have been notified.  Ms. Baker stated hopefully there will be a good turn out at the public meetings.  She reviewed the schedule noting staff’s goal is to bring this to the PRGAB in February and have final action in March.  The schematic design will be presented sometime early next year, construction documents and bidding will occur from April through August and hopefully construction will occur between January – October, 2014.
The report was received as information.

ACTION ITEM
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR., MEMORIAL GARDENS MASTER PLAN – APPROVED

This item was placed on the agenda for the PRGAB’s review and action.  Mr. Bostic reported he was impressed with the work of the group appointed to work on this project noting they worked through all the various problems.  He looked forward to this project moving forward.

Ms. Siran moved approval of the master plan.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Hepler, unanimously passed.  Chairman Turner ruled the motion adopted.

MINUTES – SEPTEMBER 20, 2012 – APPROVED AS PRESENTED

Members had received a copy of the September 20, 2012 minutes in their agenda packets.  Mr. Seymour moved approval of the September 20, 2012 minutes as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Chaudhuri, unanimously passed.  Chairman Turner ruled the motion adopted.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

Parks Committee
Mr. Thiem reported the Parks Committee did meet.  The Barwell Road SIP item will be brought up at the next meeting noting they had only 2 committee members present.  He indicated members need to get copies of all the various reports for the next meeting on the committee.

GWUT/Greenway and Urban Trees Committee
Urban Forestry Ordinance and Guidelines Review – Mr. Surasky reported the Committee met on October 2. The committee is still reviewing this item.

Greenway Usage for Special Events – Mr. Surasky reported representatives from the road race community were invited to attend the meeting noting greenway usage for special events is generally for road races.  He noted there was excellent attendance and long discussion relating to reasons they want to use greenways for road races.  The City of Oaks Marathon will use the greenway at the end of the race.  The racers indicated they consider the greenways to be safer than running on public streets, it is more scenic and they want to bring new people to the greenways.  Road race promoters must hire police officers on streets at a premium cost.  Public Works representatives also attended the meeting.  Mr. Surasky indicated the committee is tasked with coming up with regulations for use of the greenways including any costs, number of people, types of routes, etc.  The next committee meeting will be held November 5 at a location to be determined.  The Committee also considered notifications relating to this item noting 30 are currently notified.  Mr. Surasky stated the main thing is the desire to be sure greenways are open for everyone to use them and if races are using them there may be times when the general public cannot use them.  Mr. Stagner noted there are some places that are better for races.  He indicated Shelley Lake Greenway is very highly used on weekends.
LIAISON REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS
Bicycle & Pedestrian Planning Committee
Mr. Surasky indicated he met with Eric Lamb who mentioned representatives on the Bike/Ped Advisory Committee as well as the Bicycle & Pedestrian Planning Committee.  He noted there are questions relating to the jurisdictions of each and the fact it would be good to have 2 meetings per year for both groups to meet to discuss the gray areas.  He noted that is something that is being considered.

Chavis Conversations PLG
Mr. Bostic reported he and Mr. Jackson met with 19 or 20 of the committee members, staff and the consultant and spent a lot of time on breaking down barriers.  He indicated this group will be working together for the next 12-16 months.  He hoped this introductory meeting would help with the first meeting that will be held next month.

City of Raleigh Historical Cemeteries Advisory Board
Mr. Thiem reported this Board had not met lately but will have a landscape design committee meeting on November 19 at 4:00 p.m. at the Tucker House to develop a landscape plan for 3 cemeteries.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT – RECEIVED

Mr. Payne made the following report:

October 2, 2012
CHAVIS PARK COMMUNITY CONVERSATION – PUBLIC LEADERSHIP GROUP – APPROVED

At the September 20, 2012 meeting of the PRGAB, the Board voted unanimously to forward a recommendation for stakeholder representatives to participate on the Chavis Public Leadership Group.  Included in the agenda packet is a stakeholder matrix, which serves to outline the interests represented by each member recommended to serve on the Chavis Public Leadership Group.   These individuals represent a cross-section of the community interests and are consistent with the Situation Assessment Report provided by the consultants, Skeo Solutions, Inc.
SUBSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL SUBCONTRACTOR FOR THE HALIFAX PARK AND COMMUNITY CENTER CONSTRUCTION PROJECT – APPROVED

On August 7, 2012, Bradley Construction, Inc. was awarded a construction contract in the amount of $3,155,200, including the base bid and five add alternates.  On the bid proposal form prepared by Bradley Construction, Inc., Global EC Inc. was listed as the electrical subcontractor based on the base bid calculation.  The City’s election of add alternates causes another electrical subcontractor’s quote by Wayne J. Griffin Electric Inc., to be more competitive.  Bradley Construction, Inc. has requested to allow the substitution of Wayne J. Griffin Electric, Inc., for Global EC, Inc., as the electrical subcontractor.

According to GS 143-128(d), “A contractor whose bid is accepted shall not substitute any person as subcontractor in the place of the subcontractor listed in the original bid, except (i) if the listed subcontractor’s bid is later determined by the contractor to be nonresponsible or nonresponsive or the listed subcontractor refuses to enter into a contract for the complete performance of the bid work, or (ii) with the approval of the awarding authority for good cause shown by the contractor”.

Staff evaluated the subcontractor substitution request by Bradley Construction, Inc and considered the substitution “for good cause shown by the contractor”.

NORTHEAST REMOTE OPERATIONS FACILITY PROJECT – GENERAL CONTRACTOR – APPROVED
On July 10, 2012, after evaluating the qualifications of interested general contractors, the City announced a list of the fifteen pre-qualified bidders for the Northeast Remote Operations Facility Project.  The City advertised for bids on the project on August 6, 2012.  On September 13, 2012, the City received seven bids from the pre-qualified bidders.  Upon opening bids, DeVere Construction Company, Inc., was identified as the apparent low bidder with a base bid of $16,678,000.  City Staff has evaluated their bid and determined that their bid was responsive and the company is responsible.
After evaluating the needs of the Departments and various funding options, it has been determined that the Departments’ immediate and critical needs are best met by including all bid alternates and unfunded scope in this Phase of the Northeast Remote Operations Facility Project.  This results in a bid amount of $17,193,000 and a total proposed project budget of $21,626,387.  Funding for this project can be accomplished with previously approved bond funds and funds transferred from recently completed construction projects that have been completed under budget.

Committee Meetings
The GWUT/Greenway and Urban Trees Committee will meet on Monday, November 5 at a location to be determined.

The Parks Committee will meet on Thursday, November 1 at 5:30 p.m. at Jaycee Module, 2401 Wade Avenue.

The Fletcher Committee will meet in November at 9:00 a.m. at Frank E. Evans Administrative Conference Room 2401 Wade Avenue.  The date will be determined.

Dedications
The City of Raleigh Museum Opening Dedication – Tuesday, October 23, 2012 at 6:00 – 8:00 p.m., 220 Fayetteville Street.

Anne Gordon Center for Active Adults at Millbrook Exchange Park Dedication – Thursday, November 1, 2012 at 9:00 a.m. at the facility.

Public Meeting

The Parks and Recreation Department will hold a series of public meetings to solicit input on the proposed Lake Johnson Center.  Each meeting will focus on various aspects of the project:  public meeting #1 – building programming, public meeting #2 – alternative concepts and public meeting #3 schematic design.  The first public meeting on building programming will be held at the Lake Johnson Waterfront Center Boathouse Conference Room (4601 Avent Ferry Road) on November 13, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.

Members Terms
Mr. Payne reported the City Council was advised that the terms of 3 members of the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board will expire.  The terms of Mr. Thiem, Mr. Tillett and Mr. Surasky will expire.  Mr. Thiem is not eligible for reappointment.  Mr. Tillett and Mr. Surasky were reappointed.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – RECEIVED
Chairman Turner indicated it is time to appoint the fees and charges ad-hoc committee noting this committee meets two times.  Mr. Tillett, Mr. Turner and Mr. Seymour will serve on this committee.  The meetings will be held on November 13 and November 20, 2012 at 5:30 p.m. at the Jaycee Module.

Chairman Turner reported the location of the December PRGAB meeting and Holiday Social needs to be changed to the Borden Building.  Mr. Surasky moved that the December PRGAB meeting and Holiday Social be held in the Borden Building.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Seymour, unanimously passed.  Chairman Turner ruled the motion adopted.

Chairman Turner welcomed the new Board members.

Chairman Turner reported the Greenway Volunteers have been trained.  He indicated he would like to see them give tickets to people for doing good things, i.e. tickets to Pullen Park and pool tickets.  Mr. Koopman indicated this suggestion sounds great; however, Los Angeles tried a program of pulling people over for good behavior and this didn’t work well.  Councillor Stagner indicated he would give Bruce Embry the PRGAB’s thought on this.
Chairman Turner referred to the need to make assignments to various committees of the PRGAB.  Mr. Putze, Mr. Seymour and Mr. Hepler agreed to serve on the Parks Committee.
Ms. Hinkle agreed to serve on the Fletcher Volunteer Awards Committee.

BOARD COMMENTS – RECEIVED

All current Board members welcomed Ms. Hinkle and Mr. Putze as new PRGAB members.

Mr. Bostic indicated he loved the House Creek Greenway noting he can go to Umstead Park and Lake Crabtree barely touching any roads.

Ms. Hinkle indicated she is excited to be a PRGAB member.

Mr. Putze indicated he looked forward to working on the PRGAB.

ADJOURNMENT

Upon motion of Mr. Tillett, seconded by Mr. Koopman, unanimously passed, the meeting was adjourned at 6:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Brenda Hunt
