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The Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB) met on Thursday, May 17, 2012 at 5:30 p.m., at Progress Energy Center for Performing Arts with the following present:





Chairman Mark Turner, presiding





Kevin Brice

Doris Burke





Lorenzo Jackson





Rodger Koopman





Thomas Moore





Scott Reston





Kimberly Siran





Mike Surasky





Jimmy Thiem





Johnny Tillett

Members Excused:

Kevin Seymour




Shoshanna Serxner 





Jan Pender 





Jay Chaudhuri 

Council Liaison:

Randall Stagner

Staff Present:
Diane Sauer, Giavonia Harris, Dick Bailey, Emily Ander, Kim Kittner, Wayne Schindler, Carol Moore, Ken Hisler, Kathy Capps, Carmen Rayfield, Stephen Bentley, Scott Payne, Jerry Bolas, Steve White, Billy Jackson, David Shouse, Grayson Maughan 
Chairman Turner called the meeting to order at 5:33 p.m. with discussion and action taken as shown:

PUBLIC COMMENTS – NONE RECEIVED

This was an opportunity for those present to speak to the Board.  No one asked to be heard.

PRESENTATION

CHAVIS CONVERSATION REPORT AND STAKEHOLDER GROUP MATRIX – RECEIVED AS INFORMATION

David Shouse, Senior Park Planner, provided a status update on the Chavis Conversation Center.  He reported the consultant team has come to town and performed interviews of 28 individuals noting 1 ½ days were spent in Chavis Center performing this work.  The team came back to the CAC meeting the week after that and no report on that has been received as yet and will be receiving a situation assessment report draft when completed and will be published on the website.  Those providing interviews will be invited to read the report to be sure it captured what they projected.  Mr. Shouse indicated Ms. Sauer asked him to talk more about the public participation process and did that with a flow chart (provided to PRGAB members).  He reviewed the process in detail and noted Board members will be invited to attend any meetings.  A recommended list of members of a planning committee for this project will come to the Board in July.  The list should include a couple of liaison members from this Board.  Mr. Shouse explained work on the committee will be enriching but will be intense at times.  The committee’s work will begin in late summer and will have fairly regular meetings at Chavis Community Center.  This work is anticipated to result in a revised master plan.  Mr. Shouse indicated once the committee is put together, it will go forward to the City Council and at that point that is verification of the process.  City Council verifies the membership on the planning committee.  Once this is accomplished, there will be some training for the planning committee done by the consultants.  The consensus rule process is used that will involve a lot of give and take.   Mr. Shouse stated it is hoped this will be a satisfying process.  He indicated it would be appropriate for the PRGAB to consider by the next meeting a couple of representatives that can commit the necessary time and energy over the next 12 months.  
Chairman Turner advised members that 2 PRGAB members are needed to serve on this committee and asked that members advise him if they are interested in serving in this capacity.

ACTION ITEMS
NAMING REQUEST – ANNE GORDON CENTER FOR ACTIVE ADULTS AT MILLBROOK EXCHANGE PARK – APPROVED

This item relates to a request for Millbrook Exchange Center for Active Adults to be named “Anne Gordon Center for Active Adults at Millbrook Exchange Park”.  Present in support of the request were Parks and Recreation Department retirees Ersell Liles, Jan Harris, Bill Cooke, Bill Singletary and Cy King.

Mr. Reston reiterated what he stated at the last meeting noting he understands there is a lot of process and not a lot of clarification in the way things get named.  He indicated when we have an opportunity to name something after someone active in an organization that will utilize the facility, it seems like a good opportunity.
Mr. Koopman moved approval of naming the facility Anne Gordon Center for Active Adults at Millbrook Exchange Park.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Reston, unanimously passed.  Chairman Turner ruled the motion adopted.
MINUTES – APRIL 19, 2012 – APPROVED AS PRESENTED

Members received a copy of the April 19, 2012 minutes prior to the meeting.  Mr. Koopman moved approval of the April 19, 2012 minutes as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Thiem, unanimously passed.  Chairman Turner ruled the motion adopted.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

PARKS COMMITTEE – REPORT RECEIVED

Parks Committee – Waterfowl Management Plan:  Mr. Thiem reported the Parks Committee had a presentation at their last meeting and received a lot of information.  No decision was made at that time.  He indicated this is a complicated issue and staff is working on getting additional information for review by the committee at their next meeting.
GWUT/Greenway and Urban Trees Committee – Urban Forestry Ordinance and Guidelines Review:  Mr. Surasky reported the committee is working on this item noting it will make it easier for citizens and developers who have questions about trees, etc., to know the requirements.  Chapters 3 and 4 were reviewed at the last meeting.  The committee tries to review two chapters per meeting.  The committee is still working on this item.

WORK PLAN AD-HOC COMMITTEE – REPORT RECEIVED

Chairman Turner reported the Work Plan Ad-Hoc Committee met before the last PRGAB meeting and went over work plan items.  Members were provided with a copy of the plan.  He indicated the committee went into greenway usage for special events and noted there are some things that had not been worked out yet.  Further work will continue at the next committee meeting.  He advised members to let him know if they had items they would like to look at.  The committee will bring this item forward to the PRGAB in June for action.
LIAISON REPRESENTATIVES – REPORTS RECEIVED
City of Raleigh Historical Cemeteries Advisory Board:  Mr. Thiem reported the Board met and discussed work relating to cleaning up the tornado damage.  Monument restoration is still occurring and cobblestone work will be done but is on hold currently.  Staff is developing specifications to clarify repairs to the wrought iron fence repairs at City Cemetery.  The Board is also looking at signage noting it has been clarified that rules established for the cemeteries are not enforceable without posted signs and the Board is working on this issue.  Mr. Thiem reported a plan is being established for locating trash cans and that is underway.  He explained a big piece of the Board’s work is landscape plans for cemeteries.  A substantial number of trees have been lost and they are looking at doing a plan for primarily trees but also shrubs.

Mordecai Historic Park Advisory Board:  Chairman Turner reported a meeting was held the previous week but there was not a quorum.  They discussed the new Interpretive Center open house noting we now own the building.  
Chairman Turner indicated a majority of Board members’ time of service is expiring and the City Council discussed this last month.  He reported the Council approved an extension in order to determine how to replace members.  He indicated because of the significant changes going on with historical property, this is become more of a historic organization and decided to wait for all that to fall into place before discussing adding members.  

City of Raleigh Pedestrian Transportation Plan Steering Committee:  Chairman Turner reported this group did not meet and reported it will be discussed the first meeting in June and will keep the PRGAB posted on progress.

MLK Jr. Memorial Gardens Expansion Project:  Mr. Tillett reported the next meeting will be held June 1, 2012.

Bike/Ped Committee:  Mr. Moore reported the first meeting has not been established.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT – RECEIVED

The following report was provided by Parks & Recreation Director Sauer:

May 1, 2012
RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS
PROCLAMATION – TEEN SAFE DRIVING MONTH – PROCLAIMED
Mayor McFarlane read a proclamation proclaiming May 2012 as “Teen Safe Driving Month” in Raleigh.  She recognized Daniel Price, Teen Program Manager with the Parks and Recreation Department, who had a teen group with him.  Alyssa Wells, Chair of the Raleigh Youth Council, accepted the proclamation and thanked the Mayor and Council for recognizing their efforts in working with various City departments and other organizations to educate teens about safe driving practices and subsequently help to lower teenage driving accidents and deaths.

DACIAN ROAD PLAYGROUND – CONTRIBUTION FROM AT&T – ACCEPTED

Mayor McFarlane recognized Herb Crenshaw, Executive Director of Government Affairs for AT&T and Peggy Jones of the AT&T Pioneers.  Mr. Crenshaw said the AT&T Pioneers and various community leaders in the Dacian Road area had volunteered to rebuild the Dacian Road playground this weekend.  Mr. Crenshaw presented a $2,500 check to the City as AT&T’s contribution to the project.

SPECIAL ITEMS
COMPREHENSIVE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND PARK MASTER PLANNING PROGRAM – REFERRED TO COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

At the January 17, 2012 Council meeting, a final public review and comment period on the Comprehensive Public Participation and Park Master Planning Program was designated.  During this period, staff has hosted a Public Forum, an on-line presence for 45 days and provided an update to the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board.  The comments resulted in changes that have been shared and published online.  A copy of the Program documentation was included with the Council agenda packet.  Staff and the consultant will provide a brief summary at the meeting and will be available for discussion.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE
PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD
EAST COAST GREENWAY TRAIL – INCLUSION OF SELECTED CAPITAL AREA GREENWAY TRAILS – ENDORSED

The North Carolina Chapter of the East Coast Greenway Alliance has requested that the City endorse several Capital Area Greenway Trails to be included as part of the East Coast Greenway Trail.  The trail segments were listed in the agenda packet.  Council referred this item on April 17, 2012 to the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB).  The PRGAB reviewed this request at its regularly scheduled meeting on April 19, 2012 and recommends endorsement by the City Council.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE RALEIGH ARTS COMMISSION
RALEIGH ARTS COMMISSION – 2012-2013 ARTS GRANT RECOMMENDATIONS – REFERRED TO BUDGET WORK SESSIONS

The Raleigh Arts Grant Program, funded through a per capita formula set at $4.50 has been critical to the development of many of Raleigh’s cultural organizations, helping to bring stability to the local arts community and providing leverage for groups to seeks business, foundation and other agency matching grants.

A total of 41 applications were reviewed by the Commission’s Grants panel.  The panel, consisting of three Arts Commission members and four community representatives, held seven meetings in total (panel orientation meeting, four grantee presentation meetings and a final meeting to determine recommended allocations).

Recommendation:  Receive as information and refer recommendation to budget work sessions.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE
HISTORIC CEMETERIES ADVISORY BOARD
HISTORIC CEMETERIES ADVISORY BOARD – ANNUAL REPORT – RECEIVED; PROPOSED 2012-2013 WORK PLAN – APPROVED

A representative of the Board will present the Annual Report and the proposed 2012-13 Work Plan.  

The Work Plan includes completion of the Cemetery Maintenance Manual; developing site amenity plans, signage plans and landscape plans for each of the three historic cemeteries; codifying a protocol for the collection, inventory and storage of unsecured cemetery stones; and implementation of a Cemetery Watch program.

May 15, 2012
WAKE COUNTY PARKS, RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE GRANT – APPROVED

The Parks and Recreation Department requests authorization to submit two grant applications under the Partnership Funding Proposals of the Wake County Open Space Program.  Funding would be utilized for construction and construction administration and management costs associated with the Horseshoe Bend section of the Neuse River Greenway and the Trailwood Connection of the Walnut Creek Greenway.  The estimated cost of the two projects is $1,950,000.  The Wake County Open Space Program would provide 50%, or $975,000, for the project.  Matching funds would be transferred administratively from the Crabtree Creek Greenway Reserve.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND PARK MASTER PLANNING PROGRAM – APPROVED

The Committee recommends adopting the Public Participation Guidelines, Policy and Manual for Park Planning as amended.  A copy of the proposed amendments is included in the agenda packet.

Announcements (Dedications, Public Meetings, etc.)
PRGAB Committee Meetings
THE PARKS COMMITTEE will meet on Thursday, June 7, 2012 at 5:30 p.m. in the Jaycee Module at 2504 Wade Avenue..

THE GWUT/GREENWAY AND URBAN TREES COMMITTEE will meet on Thursday, June 14, 2012 at 12:00 noon, in the Frank E. Evans Administrative Building, Conference Room.

Dedications
Carolina Pines Community Center Dedication – Wednesday, June 27, 2012 at 4:30 p.m. with an open house to follow at 5:30 p.m.

House Creek Greenway Dedication – July 19, 2012 at 10:00 a.m.

Jaycee Community Center Dedication – July 24, 2012 at 5:30 p.m.

Around The City
Artsplosure 2012 – The Raleigh Arts Festival will bring the best visual and performing art and artists to Downtown May 19 – 20 around Moore Square and City Plaza.

Ms. Sauer referred to the CDM Conference to be held in Greensboro on August 9-11.  She advised members if they are interested to advise staff by June 21.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – RECEIVED

Chairman Turner indicated members were provided with a copy of the PRGAB Retreat Survey results noting the feedback was good.  He indicated this was an excellent retreat and was glad to see that everyone there enjoyed it.  Ms. Sauer indicated topics brought up by the PRGAB will be scheduled as part of PRGAB meetings and will start in the fall.
Chairman Turner indicated members were provided with a copy of the PRGAB Video Streaming Survey.  It was noted a majority of members were not interested in having meetings video streamed.  She noted if there are significant items on the agenda, members stated they would be glad to move to the Council Chamber in order to record the meeting.  

Chairman Turner indicated the PRGAB usually takes a month off during the summer.  It was agreed to cancel the PRGAB meeting in August, 2012.

BOARD COMMENTS – RECEIVED
Mr. Koopman complimented whoever did the write ups for the Fletcher Awards.

Ms. Siran welcomed Mr. Jackson to the PRGAB.

Mr. Reston referred to the CityCamp Raleigh to be held June 1-3 relating to using technology to make government more successful and transparent.

Ms. Sauer advised members to meet following the meeting for a PRGAB photo to include in the updated website.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Brenda Hunt
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