PARKS, RECREATION & GREENWAY

ADVISORY BOARD

FEBRUARY 21, 2013

MINUTES
The Parks, Recreation & Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB) met on Thursday, February 21, 2013 at 5:30 p.m. at the Jaycee Module, 2401 Wade Avenue, Raleigh, NC with the following present:




Chairman Mark Turner, presiding




Richard Bostic



Jay Chaudhuri




Steve Hepler




Lorenzo Jackson




Rodger Koopman




Thomas Moore




Robert Putze




Scott Reston




Kevin Seymour




Amy Simes




Kimberly Siran




Mike Surasky




Johnny Tillett

Liaison:

Randall Stagner
Staff Present:  Diane Sauer, Debra Bradsher, Giavonia Harris, Stephen Bentley, Shawsheen Baker, Scott Payne, Kim Kittner, Cindy Trumbower, Wayne Schindler, Terry Stroupe, Mark Elwood, David Shouse, Dick Bailey, Ken Hisler

Chairman Turner called the meeting to order at 5:33p.m. with discussion and actions taken as shown:

PUBLIC COMMENTS – RECEIVED

Joe Thompson, 2823 Bedford Court, referred to an article in the Wake Times relating to greenway use by citizens.  Mr. Thompson felt greenways are the finest things and indicated the Parks & Recreation staff are doing a great job with the greenways.  He urged getting the word about the wonderful greenway system.
PRESENTATIONS

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION – JOHN COLE & LEE CHATHAM

Cindy Trumbower, Resource Development Manager, introduced John Cole and Lee Chatham, of C3 Church with the Leadership College & Dream Center Ministries.  She indicated they had volunteered on 4 different occasions with this effort.  Chairman Turner presented Mr. Cole and Mr. Chatham Certificates of Appreciation for their efforts.

BARWELL ROAD SYSTEM INTEGRATION PLAN – PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED - APPROVED
David Shouse, Senior Park Planner, reviewed the history of this project, procedures followed and noted public notification was given relating to the opportunity to make public comments at this meeting.  Earlier this month this item went back to the Parks Committee for approval.  Mr. Shouse reviewed the objectives of the SIP, documented site conditions, interior management and park classifications.  He explained the SIP is part of the Comprehensive Plan.  He pointed out the location of the park noting it is next to a school, community center and the fire department is also a neighbor to the site.  This item was presented to the Southeast and South CACs since both are involved in this area.  Mr. Shouse indicated in 2010 the City Council named the Nature Preserve Critique area.  He explained there are three ways to bring forward the recommendations through Safety, Environment, Property issues.  He pointed out the undeveloped site along the eastern side of the site.  The interim management plan was reviewed including the installation of signage, removal of debris piles, removal of an old silt fence, annual site inspection and continuing inventory.  Mr. Shouse reported there were not a lot of comments received at the CAC meetings.  Some of the questions related to visibility, swimming pool, sidewalks, street lights, etc.
No public comments were received.

Mr. Moore moved approval of the Barwell Road SIP.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Hepler, unanimously passed.  Chairman Turner ruled the motion adopted.
WRAL SOCCER PROJECT – PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED – APPROVED
David Berra, Landscape Architect, reviewed the WRAL Soccer Project.  He indicated this project involves installation of a synthetic turf field.  It was pointed out there is a 10 year agreement with CASL for the use of the fields.  Tim Murphy, CHA Sports, explained the current sod removal and installation of the turf and drainage replacement.  Mr. Moore questioned the lifespan of this turf with the response there is a life span of 8 years but more money is spent up front on drainage.  Mr. Reston questioned expected traffic flow and economic impact.  The cost will be $1.7 million to pave the fields if approved.  The maintenance area will be removed and another area of play will be developed.  Mr. Koopman questioned if the neighbors are agreeable with the lighting with Mr. Berra reporting there had been no issues raised by the neighbors.  In response to a question, it was indicated the fields are used 19 weeks yearly.
No public comments were received.

Mr. Koopman moved approval of the SIP.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Moore, unanimously passed.  Chairman Turner ruled the motion adopted.
ANNIE LOUISE WILKERSON, MD NATURE PRESERVE PARK – 30% DESIGN REVIEW INFORMATION – APPROVED
Stephen Bentley, Capital Improvement Program Manager, provided the Annie Louise Wilkerson, MD Park 30% design information.  He pointed out the location on a map available at the meeting noting this 100 acre site was a 2005 donation.  He noted Dr. Wilkerson delivered over 8,000 babies between Wake Med and Rex Hospitals.  He stated that he wanted to focus on the uniqueness of the park and that it was the City’s first nature preserve.  He reviewed the 4 stipulations for the conveyance of the property as follows:
1. That the property be maintained as a nature preserve park, and used for the primary purpose of nature and wildlife education, the study and research into methods of conservation and shall not be used for general recreation or any other purpose inconsistent with the primary purposes set forth above.

2. That no timber now or in the future growing on the property be cut or sold other than those trees necessary to be cut to avoid the spread of disease or which endangers the public, nor shall any roads of trails be opened thereon other than necessary access ways, parking area and trails for pedestrians and protection uses.

3. That no buildings other than those existing at my death shall be erected or maintained on the property other than shelters for necessary service and educational buildings.

4. The park shall be named the “Annie Louise Wilkerson, MD Nature Preserve Park”.

He stated that these four guiding principles have directed all the way from Phase I development which was completed in August 2011 all the way through the design of Phase II.  

Phase I of the plan was reviewed.  Two public meetings have been held to solicit input. The niece and nephew house was pointed out that is proposed to be a Park Center (completed August 2011).  Sustainable areas in the park were pointed out including solar powered parking lot, natural playground, pervious areas were pointed out.  The building did not have to meet LED standards but met LED critique.  Phase II of the plan was reviewed.  The design technique is similar to Phase I were low impact design was used and sustainable features.  The educational rain garden was pointed.  The exhibit space will honor Dr. Wilkerson and will also showcase exhibits.  The mechanical room and the teaching patio on the north side are additions to the building.  

Mr. Surasky questioned why asphalt is being used when it connects to gravel on one side and to the pervious pavement. It was stated because of the pervious pavement up the hill and to avoid constant maintenance  

Mr. Surasky asked if parking spaces were going to be at the end of the building. 
The (2) parking spaces closest to the building would be used for handicap vehicles and fuel efficient vehicles, all other parking would be at the park center.   

Various rooms of the Park Center were pointed out including a classroom, multi-purpose room, kitchen, janitorial area, main hall, small meeting room, exhibit room and restroom facilities.

Mr. Reston referred to additional windows to the back of the building and Christine Hess responded that the windows will be bird friendly glass in this area.  

The project schedule was reviewed with construction estimated to be December 2013 – June 2014.
No public comments were received.  

Mr. Tillett moved that staff be authorized to proceed to the City Council with the designs as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Moore, unanimously passed.   Chairman Turner ruled the motion adopted.
LAKE JOHNSON 30% DESIGN REVIEW – APPROVED
Shawsheen Baker, Senior Park Planner, provided an overview of the Lake Johnson Center Draft Schematic Design. She pointed out the Lake Johnson Master Plan was created in 1992.   Three public meetings have been conducted to solicit input on the proposed Lake Johnson Center design.  The project schedule was reviewed with construction to be January – October, 2014.  
Phil Szostak, Szostak Design, reviewed the site plan and the site boundaries for the location of the Lake Johnson Center.  Project goals and objectives were reviewed.  Potential uses for the facility were outlined.  Space use included flex space, large meeting room, storage, kitchen, lobby and office.  Three design concepts were reviewed in detail.  Space between the linear area and the pool was pointed out.  Access points from the parking lot were pointed out.  It was noted there will be a metal roof.  Michael Batts noted there had been a lot of good reviews from the public relating to the design.  Site design goals were explained including balancing development and conservation, empowering connections and creating a learning environment.  Mr. Batts noted there is a small trail connection in the future (pointed out) and a future expansion of the building.  A stormwater garden will be created telling a story through stormwater.  

Mr. Surasky asked if the traffic circle is going to be removed with Mr. Batts responding this will be replaced with grass.  Mr. Surasky asked if there are events that cause parking uses with Ms. Baker responding the high school students do use the area for events.
Ms. Baker indicated a Master Plan Amendment was done for stadium improvements on Pauls Road.  Councillor Crowder, in 2012, moved to have the item in Comprehensive Planning and the item was approved by City Council at their Tuesday meeting to approve the improvements.  Those improvements will be part of this project.  

Discussion took place relating to improvements to the road for fire and emergency vehicle access.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

Benson Kirkman, 3712 Eakley Court, Raleigh, indicated he will co-chair the Walnut Creek Conservation Corridor Greenway Festival on September 28.  He noted he is a member of Friends of Lake Johnson and co-chair of the West CAC and was chair of the 1992 Master Plan Committee.  He expressed his delight for what is occurring with this park and is 100% behind the location of the project.  He suggested that the lower level space not be wasted and that the building be designed so it can be expanded in the future.  Mr. Kirkman stated the design is easily adaptable to that plan and he will go out and break his leg again to get this building in place.

Alan Keith, 428 Den Heider Way, Raleigh, was present representing the Athens Drive JAG Club.  He indicated he was a part of the Lake Johnson Public Leadership Group when this began.  He felt this project will be a great asset to the West Raleigh area and hoped it would be approved.  He noted parking can be an issue in the pool area if it moves forward.  Mr. Keith indicated converting Pauls Road to a public street with improvements will do a lot for the school.  It will open this area up and allow this to be an open door to the center.  He urged keeping the school in mind.
Mr. Moore moved that staff be authorized to proceed to the City Council with the designs as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Hepler, unanimously passed.  Chairman Turner ruled the motion adopted.

MINUTES – JANUARY 17, 2013 – APPROVED AS PRESENTED

Members received in their packets a copy of the January 17, 2013 minutes.  Mr. Hepler moved approval of the minutes as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Seymour, unanimously passed.  Chairman Turner ruled the motion adopted.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Fletcher Volunteer Awards Committee
Ms. Siran reported the committee met the previous day to review the nominees and selected the recipients in each category for the awards.  She asked for volunteers to introduce the winners for the evening.

GWUT/Greenway and Urban Trees Committee
Greenway Usage for Special Events:
Scott Payne, Recreation Superintendent reviewed the information the GWUT committee presented to the PRGAB at the previous meeting and the Law & Public Safety Committee relating to Road Race Policy.  The item was moved from the Law & Public Safety Committee to Council on Tuesday and was approved by the City Council.  Mr. Payne reviewed the new City of Raleigh Road Race Policy.  Differences from the previous proposal were reviewed with Mr. Payne explaining there is no per mile greenway usage fee for 2014 but will evaluate that for 2015.  The open call process for events will also be evaluated for 2015.  He thanked Councilor Stagner for his support through this process.  Mr. Moore thanked Councilor Stagner for standing up for staff and the PRGAB with the race organizers bringing up the issue of the fee.  Next steps were outlined including a single application and Point of Entry, performance score development, evaluating parks and other City properties as sites for certified 5K development and tracking all costs associated with greenway race event support.    Mr. Surasky questioned if the Law and Public Safety Committee included that we do not want to start and/or stop an event on the greenway with Mr. Payne responding this was not included in the policy but we are making this a requirement.  He noted City Council did express appreciation for the work done by the PRGAB.  Mr. Surasky thanked Mr. Payne for his work on this item he has done an absolutely fantastic job on this and has gone way above and beyond what we were asking.  Also that City Council has taken a lot of what the PRGAB has done it is a reflection on the PRGAB and staff and Mr. Payne as well.  Thank you.  
LIAISON REPRESENTATIVES:
Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Commission
Jennifer Baldwin was present at that meeting and reported on the retreat held by the commission.  She spoke relating to the Bike Plan, work of the Education Committee and Pedestrian work.  There is a subcommittee on the greenway corridors connection to integrate with them to see where they can identify corridors that are best for connecting where they could take the corridors and direct lighting, markings, etc.  

Mr. Koopman questioned if there are any connections proposed from North Raleigh to Downtown.  Ms. Simes stated someone in the BPAC meeting suggested an underground connection from North Hills to Downtown along the Big Branch Creek.

Chavis Conversations PLG
Mr. Jackson reported the PLG is moving forward noting the presenters are doing an excellent job.  Mr. Bostic reported staff is working on setting up site visits to Chavis and other sites.  He reported the Chavis Carousel dedication will take place April 20.
City of Raleigh Historical Cemeteries Advisory Board
The Board met on February 11 and the information/regulatory signage and rule package is moving forward on all three locations.  In regard to the Landscape Committee work, a site visit to O’Rorke Catholic Cemetery was complete the board is formulating plans to address landscape elements, fencing, grading and other elements.  There will be an annual retreat on March 11 to develop an annual report to present to City Council, elect officers, development of a work plan for FY14 and they will take up the issue of the designation of Mount Hope Cemetery and City Cemetery.  
The fence repair project is moving forward which involves both O’Rorke Catholic Cemetery and City Cemetery with plans to complete by the end of June.  

System Plan Planning Committee
It was reported there will be a meeting on Wednesday, February 27 at 4:30 p.m.  The online survey closes March 4.

HRMAB
It was reported at their last meeting, ownership of Mordecai items was discussed of who pays for maintenance and up keep because some of the items do not properly transition.  Mr. Turner stated Capital Area Preservation (CAP) own it and we maintain it.  Most board members were not aware of the leisure ledger.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT – RECEIVED

Ms. Sauer reported the next PRGAB meeting will be held at Five Points Center at 5:30 p.m.  She reviewed items from the Work Plan.

February 5, 2013

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF PRGAB
JAYCEE PARK – SAND VOLLEYBALL COURTS – NAMED “RUSTY LURWICK MEMORIAL COURTS” – APPROVED

Mark Turner, representing the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board, stated application was received to consider naming the Jaycee Park sand volleyball courts, located at Jaycee Park on Wade Avenue, as the “Rusty Lurwick Memorial Courts” after E. Russell “Rusty” Lurwick, a longtime advocate and champion of the sport, who passed away from aggressive colon cancer in 2009.  In compliance with Resolution (2005) – 681 Naming of City Facilities, appropriate public notifications and press releases were made.  With no opposition to the request, on December 13, 2012 the Board voted unanimously to recommend the naming request to City Council for consideration.

PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY FEES AND CHARGES SCHEDULE – APPROVED AS PRESENTED

Mark Turner pointed out Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB) annually reviews the fees and charges recommendation for use of facilities managed by the Parks and Recreation Department.  An Ad Hoc Committee of the PRGAB met and reviewed staff recommendations along with receiving public input.  The Ad Hoc Committee met on November 13, 2012 and November 20, 2012 and at the December 13, 2012 meeting, the committee presented their recommendation to the PRGAB.  The PRGAB unanimously voted on January 17, 2013 to recommend to City Council the adoption of the proposed 2013 fee changes as reflected in the backup material.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC ART AND DESIGN BOARD
PUBLIC ART AND DESIGN BOARD – ANNUAL WORK PLAN – APPROVED

PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD – SCOTT RESTON – REAPPOINTED
February 19, 2013

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
ROAD RACE POLICY – APPROVED

The Committee recommends adopting a Public Street/Greenway Event policy as recommended with amendments as outlined in the copy included in the agenda packet.  It is understood staff will further examine the proposed use fee for road races on greenways and bring recommendations to Budget deliberations.
PARKS, RECREATIONAND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD

Megan Hinkle has recently taken an employment position with the City and subsequently submitted a letter of resignation.  Therefore, there is one vacancy for consideration.

Announcements:

Committee Meetings:
The Parks Committee will meet on Thursday, March 7, 5:30 p.m. in the Jaycee Module.

Greenway and Urban Trees will meet on Thursday, March 14 at noon at Frank Evans Conference Room.

Public Meetings:
February 27 – 4:30 – 6:00 p.m. System Plan Planning Committee, Five Points Active Adult Center.

March 11 – 5:30 COR Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board, Tucker House

March 12 – 6:30 – 9:00 Chavis Conversations Public Leadership Group, Chavis Community Center.
Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission will meet on Monday, March 18, 6-8 p.m. in the Raleigh Municipal Building Council Chamber.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – RECEIVED

Chairman Turner indicated a policy should be developed for restricted dog areas in parks.  Mr. Koopman moved referral of this item to the GWUT Committee.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Moore, unanimously passed.  Chairman Turner ruled the motion adopted.

BOARD COMMENTS – RECEIVED
Mr. Hepler thanked Mr. Payne for his work on the Road Race item.
Mr. Bostic thanked staff and consultants for all their work.

Ms. Siran thanked Ms. Harris for her hard work.

Mr. Reston indicated he is excited about the improvements at Annie Louise Wilkerson, MD Nature Preserve Park.

Mr. Chaudhuri Cameron Village Neighborhood Association there is some discussion of whether you can raise private money for the neighborhood to try to get updated children’s recreational items out at Fletcher Park.  Not sure what the policy is.  Ms. Sauer responded by saying we do accept donations depending on what the contribution.  
Mr. Koopman thanked Ms. Harris for her outstanding work.

Mr. Surasky indicated he lives out by the Neuse River Trail that is not open yet but it is getting a lot of use.

Mr. Turner thanked staff and the PRGAB for all the hard work.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, upon motion of Mr. Tillett, seconded by Mr. Hepler, unanimously passed, the meeting adjourned at 7:34 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Brenda Hunt
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