PARKS, RECREATION & GREENWAY

ADVISORY BOARD

MAY 16, 2013

MINUTES
The Parks, Recreation & Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB) met on Thursday, May 16, 2013 at 5:30 p.m. at Glen Eden Neighborhood Center, 1500 Glen Eden Drive., Raleigh, NC with the following present:




Mark Turner, presiding




Richard Bostic




Jay Chaudhuri




Steve Hepler




Jennifer Hoverstad




Lorenzo Jackson




Robert Putze




Scott Reston




Kevin Seymour




Amy Simes




Kimberly Siran




Johnny Tillett

Council Liaison:
Randall Stagner

Excused:

Rodger Koopman

Thomas Moore

Mike Surasky

Staff Present:  Diane Sauer, Scott Payne, Giavonia Harris, Billy Jackson, Kim Kittner, Vic Lebsock, Wayne Schindler, Dick Bailey, Kim Curry-Evans, Shawsheen Baker, Dan Bacon, Tory Lukasina 
Chairman Turner called the meeting to order at 6:02pm with discussion and actions taken as shown:

PUBLIC COMMENTS – NONE RECEIVED

This was an opportunity for the public to speak.  No one asked to be heard.

PRESENTATIONS

HALIFAX COMMUNITY CENTER PUBLIC ART – PRESENTATION RECEIVED
Kim Curry-Evans, Public Art Coordinator with the Raleigh Arts Commission, provided slides of proposed artwork for Halifax Community Center.  She noted this is the second public art project since approval of use of ½% of CIP funds being allocated toward public art at select sites.  The first was Buffalo Road Aquatics Center.

Ms. Curry-Evans reviewed the timeline noting this was referred to the Public Art & Design Board in February 2011 and after review, on October 11, 2011 Chris Fennell was chosen to provide this public art.  She reviewed meetings that took place leading to approval of the proposal entitled “Hoops Playing Hoops”.  Staff is currently working with the artist on construction drawings.  The artwork will be installed in December 2013/January 2014.

Ms. Curry-Evans provided information on the artist, Chris Fennell, noting he usually uses locally salvaged materials to create his projects.  She presented examples of his previous work in Lewiston, Idaho; Atlanta, Georgia and Norfolk, Virginia.  She reviewed the concept of the piece for Halifax Center noting the desire is to have an interactive, fun piece.  She provided an overhead shot of the building and location of the artwork between the building and wall.  She reviewed the proposal in detail involving 5 sculptures, 5’-16’ tall, made of steel pipe.  She expressed excitement about what is getting ready to go in noting the artwork will be prominent.  In response to questioning, Ms. Curry-Evans reviewed the artist selection process in detail.
The presentation was received as information.

MINUTES – APRIL 18, 2013 – APPROVED 

Members had received a copy of the April 18, 2013 minutes prior to the meeting.  Mr. Hepler moved approval of the April 18, 2013 minutes.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Siran, unanimously passed.  Chairman Turner ruled the motion adopted.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS
FLETCHER VOLUNTEER AWARDS COMMITTEE:
Ms. Siran reported this event held on Thursday, May 9, 2013 went very well and was a great evening for everyone.  Eleven awards were presented.  She indicated staff did a great job on the event and the flowers by Gretchen Sedaris were beautiful.

Ms. Siran suggested that the next event have PowerPoint pictures projected in the back.  She indicated she had fun and thanked Mr. Schindler for the music.

GWUT/GREENWAY AND URBAN TREES COMMITTEE

Mr. Schindler provided the report from the April 11, 2013 meeting.  Prohibition of dogs in certain areas of parks was discussed at length for the second time.  There was a follow up from the Animal Control Division.  There were questions on how to contact Animal Control and was noted they have no direct number; however, anyone with an animal control issue should call 911.  There were also discussions at the meeting relating to citations for violations.  At the previous meeting they had discussed the fact there are 2 ordinances relating to animals.  One relates to pets being on a leash on public property and the other is the pooper scooper ordinance.  Citations are civil penalties with the first costing $50, the second $100 and after than $150 or criminal summons.  The same thing applies to animals at large and pet waste removal.
Mr. Schindler discussed the problem of diseases transmitted from dogs to humans from feces and urine.  He discussed the problem with dog bites to children and noted 80%-90% of animal bites in the United States are from dogs.  There are 64 types of bacteria in the canine mouth and anyone bitten may contend with high levels of infection.  There is also concern relating to dog fighting and training of fighting dogs.  He referred to dogs being trained to fight at Williams Park Playground.  He reviewed how fighting dogs are trained.

Mr. Schindler indicated consideration is being given to increasing civil penalties.  One committee member brought up the possibility of restricting leash length on greenway trails. 

There will be a public meeting next Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. at the Municipal Building relating to this item and from there a recommendation will be brought back to the full PRGAB for consideration.

LIAISON REPRESENTATIVES:
BICYCLE & PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE:
Ms. Simes reported the bike corral in front of The Raleigh Times has opened.

CHAVIS CONVERSATIONS PLG:
Mr. Jackson reported progress is being made.  He noted there has been 78% participation.

CITY OF RAEIGH HISTORICAL CEMETERIES ADVISORY BOARD:

Mr. Schindler reported the Board met the past Monday at the Tucker House.  He indicated the City Council at their last meeting approved the Resolution formalizing this body as an Advisory Board to the Council as well as approved the revised bylaws.

Mr. Schindler reported Jimmy Thiem was elected Chair and Jenny Harper elected vice-chair of the Board.  
Discussions are continuing on the local designation status for City and Mt. Hope Cemeteries.  The Board directed staff to get an agreement of understanding from the Raleigh Historic Districts Commission regarding Certificates of Appropriateness as they apply to historic cemeteries.  New information signs are installed and look wonderful.

Mr. Schindler stated the Raleigh Design Guidelines Manual applying to City Cemetery has come from the City Attorney and is back with the board.

The next meeting of the Board will be on Monday, June 10 at the Tucker House.

SYSTEM PLAN PLANNING COMMITTEE:

Ms. Siran reported staff and citizens have been busy this week at the Visioning Workshop.  She noted she attended a couple of sessions that were well attended.  All that is left is the one this evening.  There will be an open house tomorrow from 3:30 p.m. until 6:30 p.m.  She indicated the open house would be a good time to attend to see what has come from these meetings.  The meetings have been excellent and well attended.  She thanked staff for their good work on this project.

HISTORICAL RESOURCES AND MUSEUM ADVISORY BOARD:
Ms. Simes reported this Board met on April 24, 2013 and discussed various items.  She indicated the City of Raleigh is working with an independent film producer relating to Raleigh post World War II.  She indicated the Historical Resources Visioning meeting the previous evening had several Board members participating.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT – RECEIVED

Ms. Sauer thanked members for their work on the Fetcher Awards event noting it was very nice.  She noted every year the bar gets raised for people receiving these awards.

Ms. Sauer expressed appreciation for everybody’s participation this week on the System Plan noting there had been really good discussions and participation.  She stated this was a very successful week and noted staff did a marvelous job on this effort.  She explained at the open house on Friday evening, everything discussed in the visioning sessions will be presented.

Ms. Sauer provided an update on SB703 relating to smoking in public places.  She indicated the PRGAB worked hard to get the ordinance passed.  The City Attorney has indicated the Bill is pretty much dead for now.
May 7, 2013
DONATION OF EQUIPMENT – LENOVO LAPTOP COMPUTERS – APPROVED

Lenovo, headquartered in RTP, recently held its annual conference in Raleigh.  As part of this event on Monday, April 8, nearly 100 Lenovo employees gave of their time and energy to improve John Chavis Memorial Park.  In addition, Lenovo also delivered a generous gift of ten (Lenovo T530) laptops, including the docking stations and monitors.  These will be used daily as part of the curriculum for the after school programs at John Chavis Community Center.

CRABTREE CREEK EAST EXTENSION CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT – APPROVED

The Crabtree East Extension project was publicly bid on March 7, 2013 and 2 bids were received.  The project was publicly re-bid on March 21 and 2 bids were received.  The apparent low bidder is FSC II, LLC dba Fred Smith Company.   Parks and Recreation staff recommends that the construction contract for the Crabtree Creek East Extension construction project be awarded to FSC II LLC dba Fred Smith Company with the total contract amount being $4,179,501.70.  SDMWOB participation for this project is 11.4%.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Committee Meetings:

The Parks Committee will NOT meet on Thursday, June 6.

Greenway and Urban Trees will meet on Wednesday, May 22 at 6:00 p.m. at the Raleigh Municipal Building, Conference Room 303 for public input on work plan item:  Restricted Dog Areas
The Work Plan Committee will meet on Monday, May 20, 9:00 a.m. at Raleigh Municipal Building, Conference Room 609.

The Work Plan Committee will meet on Thursday, May 30 at 9:00 a.m. at the Raleigh Municipal Building, Conference Room 609.

Ms. Sauer recognized Vic Lebsock noting House Creek Greenway was an important greenway link tying Crabtree and Walnut Creeks water basins together.  
Public Meetings/Events:
May 20 – 6-8 p.m. Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission in the Raleigh Municipal Building Council Chamber.

May 20 – 7-8:30 p.m. Stadium Drive Improvements Public Meeting – to review Stadium Drive improvements related to the Lake Johnson Center on Monday, May 20, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. at the Boathouse Conference Room, Lake Johnson Park.

May 21 – 5-7 p.m. Southeast Raleigh Tennis Center Public Meeting – to solicit input on the proposed Southeast Raleigh Tennis Center.  This meeting will focus on various aspects of the project.  Public Information Exchange will be held on Tuesday, May 21, 5-7 pm. At the Barwell Road Community Center.

June 10 – 5:30 p.m.  COR Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board, Tucker House

June 11 – 6-8:30 p.m. John Chavis Park Community Conversation Pubic Leadership Group – sixth meeting on Tuesday, June 11, 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. in the Media Room at the John Chavis Park Community Center.

June 17 – 6-8 p.m. Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission in Raleigh Municipal Building Council Chamber.

Dedications:
Marshall Memorial Park – Monday, May 27, 2013 at 11:00 a.m.  Dedication and Reception to begin at Glen Eden Neighborhood Center.

June Meeting Location – Jaycee Module at 5:30 p.m.

Mr. Lebsock provided information to the PRGAB relating to House Creek Greenway which members would be walking following this meeting.  He indicated this was an important greenway link tying Crabtree and Walnut Creeks water basins together.  There are 2 more links and we will then have greenway around the City.  He pointed out House Creek Trail on a map available at the meeting noting from the bridge at Meredith College to Crabtree Creek is 2.9 miles.  This project had a cost of $3 million and included 2 pedestrian tunnels.  The first greenway trail built in Raleigh was House Creek Trail.  He noted the original trail was 200 yards and was a dirt/mulch trail.  In November 2011 this trail was opened bringing the greenway trail around full circle noting trails have come a long way since the original trail.  On April 25, 20 more miles were opened with a total of 100 miles of trail now.  Mr. Lebsock indicated there is still a long way to go noting we will work on the .7 mile portion towards Blue Ridge Road.  He pointed out Marshall Memorial Park which those walking would see this evening which was built using Rick Marshall’s funds.  This area is maintained by the Marshall and City funds.  He indicated it is a wonderful trail.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – RECEIVED

Chairman Turner reminded members it is time for the 2013 NCRPA Membership Renewal and advised members to renew their memberships as soon as possible.

BOARD COMMENTS – RECEIVED
Ms. Hoverstad indicated this was a great meeting and thanked staff for hosting.

Mr. Hepler spoke in favor of the Art Program.  He thanked staff for their good work on the Fletcher awards program.

Mr. Bostic stated he enjoyed the Fletcher awards event.

Mr. Tillett indicated members stated members did a good job reaching out to members of the General Assembly.  He urged members to keep their eyes on SB 703.
Ms. Siran thanked Kathy for providing assistance with the letters.

Councillor Stagner spoke relating to problems with unleashed pets and stated he would be interested in what is recommended to the PRGAB.

Mr. Chaudhuri indicated the Fletcher event was excellent.

Mr. Bostic thanked staff for their hard work and referred to a very busy week with ribbon cuttings, Fletcher awards and the visioning workshops.

Mr. Seymour indicated it is a pleasure to work on this Board.

Ms. Simes stated she enjoyed the visioning sessions.

Chairman Turner thanked the Fletcher Committee and Parks staff for all the events that have taken place recently.  He noted all had been perfect.

Chairman Turner reported the PRGAB will be taking August off.

ADJOURNMENT

Upon motion of Mr. Seymour, seconded by Ms. Siran, unanimously passed, the meeting was adjourned at 6:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Brenda Hunt
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