PARKS, RECREATION & GREENWAY

ADVISORY BOARD

JANUARY 17, 2013
MINUTES

The Parks, Recreation & Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB) met on Thursday, January 17, 2013 at 5:30 p.m. at the Jaycee Module, 2401 Wade Avenue, Raleigh, NC with the following present:





Chairman Mark Turner, presiding





Richard Bostic





Jay Chaudhuri





Steve Hepler





Megan Hinkle





Lorenzo Jackson





Rodger Koopman





Thomas Moore





Scott Reston





Kevin Seymour





Amy Simes





Kimberly Siran





Mike Surasky





Johnny Tillett

Excused:


Robert Putze
Staff Present:  Diane Sauer, Scott Payne, Giavonia Harris, Dick Bailey, Pam Rose, Terri Stroupe, Sally Thigpen, Ken Hisler, Kim Kittner, David Shouse, Wayne Schindler, Melissa Salter, Kevin Brice, Brenda Hunt

Chairman Turner called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. with discussion and actions taken as shown:

PUBLIC COMMENTS –NONE RECEIVED
Chairman Turner announced this was an opportunity for those present to speak to the PRGAB.  No one asked to be heard.
PRESENTATIONS

CITY OF OAKS FOUNDATION – REPORT RECEIVED

Kevin Brice, Executive Director, City of Oaks Foundation, provided a report explaining the foundation.  Members received in their packets information relating to the foundation.  Mr. Brice encouraged members to review the information.  He reviewed the background noting the foundation came into being as a part of the Joslin Garden project that is located off West Lake Drive consisting of 4 acres given to the City of Raleigh by Bill and Mary Joslin with the provision the property would be turned into a public garden.  He indicated the Joslins and the City got together and started a 501c3 and put the property into that nonprofit resulting in the formation of the foundation.  The Board of Trustees includes 3 members appointed by the City Council, one by the Joslin family and one by Triangle Land Conservancy.  The City Council appointed Diane Sauer, Charles Meeker and Lewis Wilkerson, Jr.  Other members are Danny Cadis and Neil Joslin.  In January 2012 the Council approved an amendment to the bylaws permitting the board to expand from five to nine trustees.  The Board is in the process of recruiting four additional trustees. 

Mr. Brice reviewed the three programs to achieve its mission including the land trust program, advocacy for fundraising for programming and need-based program scholarships and conservation leadership and advocacy.  
Mr. Brice explained he wanted to give this body a call for action to start talking to people to get engaged in the foundation.  He spoke to the need to get the word out noting they are interested in attracting community leaders.  He outlined the types of people needed to serve on the foundation with the ability to find innovative ways to market the foundation.  

Mr. Moore questioned if the foundation has a website with Mr. Brice responding not at this point and wanted to get the internal house in order first.  Mr. Moore indicated it would be good if members could have a pdf sent to make it easier to provide this information to those interested in the foundation.  Mr. Brice indicated he would follow up with that request.

This report was received as information.

SIERRA DRIVE/LINEBERRY DRIVE PARK SIP – MASTER PLAN PRESENTATION – REFERRED TO PARKS COMMITTEE
David Shouse, Senior Park Planner provided information relating to Sierra Drive/Lineberry Drive Park located in Southwest Raleigh, south of the Beltline in the Lake Wheeler Road area.  The site consists of 2.42 acres and purchased by the City in 2009.  He reviewed the objectives of the SIP including documenting existing site conditions, developing interim management for the property and park classification recommendation.  Work will begin with City staff and the Parks Committee to meet these objectives.  The SIP process is something done on new property.  He explained the master plan has been funded.  There has been much desire from this neighborhood for a park for a long time.   Mr. Shouse reviewed the SIP process noting currently the Barwell Road SIP is in this process and was reviewed by the Southeast CAC last week and will come back to the Parks Committee on February 7 noting he did not anticipate major changes.  The PRGAB typically reviews this and sends it forward to the City Council.  Mr. Shouse indicated since this has been funded for a master plan, staff is looking for the opportunity to be more efficient and is going out and looking for a master planning consultant which will take some time.  The RFQ is just being sent out and it is desired to get a consultant on board so when we bring the SIP to the CAC and the neighborhood, the consultant will be there and can start the master plan process at that time.  He reviewed the schedule with the SIP done in March, getting the consultant in May or June and 1 year from there for the master planning process.  There is no funding for development at this time for development after the master plan is available.
Mr. Koopman moved referral of this item to the Parks Committee.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Hepler, unanimously passed.  Chairman Turner ruled the motion adopted.

ACTION ITEMS

FEES AND CHARGES – APPROVED

Chairman Turner indicated the agenda packet included information relating to proposed fees and charges and information relating to concerns from citizens relating to the increases in fees for pool passes.  Gretchen Dickson had submitted a letter of opposition relating to these fees.  
Ms. Siran indicated, in response to the letter and others relating to the annual pass increase, that the PRGAB was advised of, individuals can apply for financial assistance and questioned if that information is known.  Mr. Payne responded staff will make people aware of this noting it is an easy process.  Mr. Reston stated people are upset about changing pool fees and questioned if there was an amount in between the current and proposed that makes sense, i.e., a pass structure for someone using the entire system.  Mr. Payne indicated the concerns related to the punch pass.  He explained the Buffalo Road facility is added in and the discount is greater at the Buffalo Road facility (46% discount from gate rate).  Mr. Payne indicated the last rate increase was 2009.
Ms. Sauer explained this item is on the agenda for PRGAB action and then goes to the City Council.  She indicated staff did an excellent job notifying the public of these recommendations noting there were signs posted at the pools.  

Mr. Koopman moved approval of the fees and charges as recommended.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Reston, unanimously passed.  Chairman Turner ruled the motion adopted.  This will go to the City Council at their February 5, 2013 meeting.
Mr. Koopman felt this should be presented to the CACs since they are good about getting this out to their areas via email. He felt this was not known by a lot of people. Chairman Turner indicated if you go to a center, you would know about this proposal.

GREENWAY USAGE FOR SPECIAL EVENTS – DEFERRED UNTIL FEBRUARY MEETING

Mr. Payne explained at the January 4, 2013 City Council meeting, discussion took place regarding road racing policy.  That item was referred to the Law & Public Safety Committee to review how the City manages road races.  He indicated there were 73 road races last year and 82 this year.  The Law & Public Safety Committee has directed staff to put together inclusive policies for all events with road closures.  Staff provided work done by the GWUT Committee to the Law & Public Safety Committee and they are considering incorporating greenway usage into that policy.  He felt it would be best for the PRGAB to see if greenways are incorporated noting staff will be part of the process and some event organizers will also go to that committee.  He requested that this not be an action item this month.  Staff will report next month on the status of this item in the Law & Public Safety Committee.

Mr. Koopman moved deferral of action on this item until February.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Tillett, unanimously passed.  Chairman Turner ruled the motion adopted.

MINUTES – DECEMBER 13, 2012 – APPROVED AS AMENDED
Members received in their agenda packets a copy of the December 13, 2012 minutes.  Mr. Reston referred to page 6 and indicated the word “conations” is a typographical error and should be changed to “donations”.  Mr. Koopman moved approval of the minutes as amended.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Reston, unanimously passed.  Chairman Turner ruled the motion adopted.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Parks Committee
Chairman Turner reported the Parks Committee did not meet in January but would be ready to start back to work in February.

Fletcher Volunteer Awards Committee
Ms. Siran reported the Fletcher Volunteer Awards Committee did not meet.  The committee is in the process of setting up a meeting to review the applications for the 2013 Fletcher Awards.  
LIAISON REPRESENTATIVES:
Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Commission
Mr. Moore reported he would provide a report at the next meeting.  He indicated the commission is meeting today.

Chavis Conversations PLG
Mr. Bostic reported this group is making progress.  The larger group has broken down into subcommittees at the last meeting.  He stated they will start doing some work at the next meeting and he would provide a report at the next meeting.  He noted he felt good about this group.

City of Raleigh Historical Cemeteries Advisory Board
Wayne Schindler provided the report.  He indicated the Historical Cemeteries Advisory Board met this past Monday and confirmed Mr. Koopman’s appointment on the board.  This is being forward to the City Council for approval.

Mr. Schindler indicated the board approved moving forward with information/regulatory signs for all 3 historic cemeteries.  He explained O’Rorke Catholic Cemetery is locally designated as a Raleigh Historic Property and there will be meeting with RHDC staff to review this next Friday.  

Mr. Schindler referred to repair of the historic perimeter fence at City Cemetery and reported the contract is being finalized with completion by June 15. 

Mr. Schindler reported a majority of the meeting related to review of impact of local designation and Certificate of Appropriateness requirements related to management of City Cemetery and Mt. Hope Cemetery.  They discussed the potential use of the programmatic COAs process to cover several operational issues.  He reported they do have 2 very active committees including Landscape Master Planning Committee and Maintenance Management Manual Committee.  There will be a site visit to O’Rorke Cemetery on January 28 relating to recommendations from staff on tree placement and other landscaping issues.  The board scheduled an annual retreat on March 11 where the board will approve the annual report and work plan for next year.  The next board meeting will be held on February 11 at 5:30 p.m. at the Tucker House.
City of Raleigh Pedestrian Transportation Plan Steering Committee
Mr. Turner indicated this was approved by the City Council at their last meeting and should be removed from the PRGAB agenda.

System Plan Planning Committee
Ms. Siran reported the System Plan Planning Committee did not meet.  She indicated she attended a committee meeting at Chavis Park and there was much discussion regarding the current state of the park.  She noted focus group meetings have been held what is an urban park was discussed.  No meeting is scheduled at this time.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT – RECEIVED

January 2, 2013
Amendment to City of Oaks Foundation Bylaws – Approved

The City of Oaks Foundation is a 501c3 tax-exempt organization created in December, 2010 by the City, in partnership with William Joslin and Mary Coker Joslin to receive the Joslins’ gift of land for eventual use as a public garden to be maintained by the City.  Foundation trustees request authorization to enlarge the number of trustees from five to nine, in order to recruit additional trustees to assist the foundation in achieving financial independence and sustainability.  Appointment of five of the trustees will remain in accordance with the bylaws.  It is recommended the four additional trustees be appointed by majority vote of the Board of Trustees.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE HISTORIC CEMETERIES ADVISORY BOARD

Annual Work Plan Update and Approval to add items 3 & 4 to Work Plan – Approved

The following items will be presented by a representative of the Board:

1. April 2011 Tornado Restoration Update
2. Mid-Year Progress Report on Work Plan Items

3. Local Designation proposed for City Cemetery

4. Gift of historic fence material for the Peace Plot at City Cemetery

January 15, 2013
Honeycutt Creek Greenway Cooperative Agreement North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission and the COR – Approved

The Honeycutt Creek Greenway project is approximately 5.6 miles in length.  At the intersection of Honeycutt and Durant Roads, the trail is proposed to transition to an unpaved natural surface trail, which will further connect to the existing unpaved South Shore Trail at Falls Lake along Raven Ridge Road.  A portion of the unpaved trail crosses a section of the Butner-Falls of Neuse Game Lands located between Durant and Raven Roads.  The US Army Corp of Engineers leases subject lands to the State of North Carolina, managed by the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission (NCWRC).  A Cooperative Agreement has been drafted between the NCWRC and the City for the purpose of addressing specific operational responsibilities for the planning construction, operation, and maintenance of this segment of the Honeycutt Creek Greenway.  The Cooperative Agreement outlines the responsibilities of both parties.

2013 Parks and Recreation Trust Fund Grant – Approved

Authorization is requested to apply for a 2013 Parks and Recreation Trust Fund Grant, with the Division of Parks and Recreation, Department of Environment and Natural Resources, for assistance with redevelopment of the All Children’s Playground at Laurel Hills Park.  In 1991, this playground was constructed by community volunteers.  Due to aging equipment, combined with updated playground standards, a new and fully accessible playground is needed for children of all abilities and will be known as the Sassafras Playground at Laurel Hills Park.

The PARTF grant maximum award is $500,000 with a required dollar-for-dollar match.  Matching funds are available through numerous fundraising efforts and currently held by the Frankie Lemmon Foundation and the Parks Capital Improvement Projects Funds.

2013 Federal Recreational Trails Program Grant – Approved
Authorization is requested to apply for a 2013 Federal Recreational Trails Program (RTP) Grant, with the Division of Parks and Recreation and the State Trails Program, for funding of the Riverbend section of the Neuse River Greenway Trail.  Riverbend is a one mile section of greenway trail connecting the Upper Neuse and Skycrest greenway sections.  The RTP grant maximum award is $200,000, with a required 25% match of RTP funds received or a maximum match of $50,000.  If awarded, matching funds are available in the project budget.  A requirement of the application is a resolution by the governing body in support of a 25% match.
Committee Meetings:
The Parks Committee will meet on Thursday, February 7, 5:30 p.m. in the Jaycee Module, 2401 Wade Avenue.

The Fletcher Committee will meet in February.  The date, time and location are to be determined.

Bike & Pedestrian Advisory Commission – next full meeting is scheduled for January 28 at 6:00 p.m. in the Municipal Building, 222 West Hargett Street, Raleigh, NC in the Council Chamber.

Public Meetings:
Lake Johnson Center Public Meeting
When:  Tuesday, January 22, 7 p.m. – 8 p.m.

Where:  Powell Drive Park, 740 Powell Drive

Description:  The Parks and Recreation Department is holding a series of public meetings to solicit input on the proposed Lake Johnson Center.  The third public meeting to review the schematic design will be held in conjunction with the January meeting of the West Citizens Advisory Council.

Annie Louise Wilkerson, M.D. Nature Preserve Park Schematic Design
When:  Thursday, February 8, 7p.m. – 8p.m.

Where:  Millbrook Exchange Park, 1905 Spring Forest Road

Description:  The Parks and Recreation Department will hold a public meeting in conjunction with the February meeting of the North Citizens Advisory Council to review the schematic design for the second phase development of Annie Louise Wilkerson, M.D. Nature Preserve Park.

Ms. Sauer thanked board members that have been attending public forums noting the last one is this evening at Lake Lynn.  Turn out has not been great but have been good.  She stated she had noticed a dramatic increase of people interacting on the web site.  Mr. Surasky asked if there was a plan to go where people are going to be.  Mr. Payne indicated on Saturday after a church meeting, he met with 50 teens.  Little league basketball is going on now and someone will be in the lobby asking questions.
Ms. Sauer reported on Tuesday, the survey goes out to 4,000 residents and the same survey is online.  

Ms. Sauer explained the Mordecai Historic Park Board is now the Historic Resources Museum Advisory Board.  They are looking for a PRGAB member to be liaison on this board.  The board meets the 4th Wednesday of every month and a retreat will be held on February 2.  Mr. Koopman volunteered to serve on the Historic Resources Museum Advisory Board.

BOARD COMMENTS – RECEIVED

Mr. Moore indicated he is a greenway proponent and requested protection, when this is reviewed with the Law & Public Safety Committee, of the things the committee put together to protect the greenways for individuals and taxpayers and not to subsidize races.
Mr. Surasky suggested holding the PRGAB meetings in different facilities.

Chairman Turner reported he had the opportunity to go to the Hill Street dedication noting this is a popular facility and there were a lot of people present.  He recommended that members go by there and see it noting it is a great addition to the system.

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Koopman moved that the meeting be adjourned.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Moore, unanimously passed.  Chairman Turner announced the meeting adjourned at 6:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Brenda Hunt
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