PARKS, RECREATION & GREENWAY

ADVISORY BOARD

DECEMBER 19, 2013

MINUTES
The Parks, Recreation & Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB) met on Thursday, December 19, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. at 1901 Spring Forest Road – Anne Gordon Active Adult Center, Raleigh, NC with the following present:




Kimberly Siran, presiding




Richard Bostic




Jay Chaudhuri




Steve Hepler




Jennifer Hoverstad




Mike Surasky




Rodger Koopman




Thomas Moore




Scott Reston




Kevin Seymour




Amy Simes




Johnny Tillett




Mark Turner

Excused:

Lorenzo Jackson

Unexcused:

Robert Putze

Staff Present:  Diane Sauer, Scott Payne, Stephen Bentley, Brenda Hunt, Kim Kittner, Wayne Schindler, Dick Bailey, Gerald Bolas, Billy Jackson, Giavonia Harris, Dale Tiska

Chairperson Siran called the meeting to order at 6:11pm with discussion and actions as follows:

PUBLIC COMMENTS – NONE RECEIVED

This was an opportunity for the public to speak.  No one asked to be heard.

SYSTEM PLAN – UPDATE ON WHAT TO EXPECT IN 2014 – RECEIVED

Mr. Bentley reviewed the timeline for the System Plan and explained this spring will be busy for the PRGAB.  He noted the first 3 sections of the System Plan had been presented to the PRGAB.  In February, staff will bring back a Strategic Plan for the PRGAB’s review.  That information will be released to the public in March and come back to the PRGAB in April.  There are 22 members on the System Plan committee.  At the May meeting it is hoped the PRGAB will approve the plan for submission to City Council for their action in June.  The Greenway and Urban Trees Committee will look at new design guidelines for greenways and bring that forward to the City Council for approval as well.  The GWUT will get information for review by March or April.

The report was received as information.

MINUTES – NOVEMBER 21, 2013 – APPROVED

Members received a copy of the November 21, 2013 minutes prior to the meeting.  Mr. Reston moved approval of the minutes.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Tillett, unanimously passed.  Chairperson Siran ruled the motion adopted.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

STANDING COMMITTEES:

Fletcher Volunteer Awards Committee:

Chairperson Siran reported the Awards Program will be May 13, 2014.  The members of the committee need to nominate a member to serve on the Committee that will meet in February to review nominees.

GWUT/Greenway and Urban Trees Committee:

Ms. Sauer reported on January 7, 2014 the City Council will be presented a recommendation from the PRGAB on restricting dogs and other pets in certain areas of city parks.  Ms. Siran indicated Clodaugh Lyons-Bastian has been a very vocal neighbor and has stated she will be at the meeting when this is presented and would be commenting on her desire for additional areas in the parks for dogs to run free.  Ms. Siran stated she had explained to Clodaugh that the PRGAB is asking City Council to add to the PRGAB’s work program review of the gray area of where dogs could run.

AD-HOC COMMITTEES:
Fees and Charges Committee:

Mr. Payne reported this committee met earlier in the week.  The next Public Meeting date will be Tuesday, January 7, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. in the Jaycee Module.

LIAISON REPRESENTATIVES:
Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Commission:

Ms. Simes reported this commission met the previous Monday night.  There were no actions to report.

Chavis Conversations PLG:

Mr. Bostic reported there was a good turn out at their last meeting.  There were 5 stations where people could talk about restoration or history and new points of interest.  Everyone was then gathered together for public comments.  Discussion will take place at the next meeting to determine if they want to amend what has been put together so far.  The next meeting will be January 14, 2014  Ms. Simes indicated maintenance issues at parks were discussed and there seems to be questions about what makes this effort different than ones done a few years ago.  She felt more explanation should be provided about what makes this effort different.

City of Raleigh Historical Cemeteries Advisory Board:
Mr. Schindler reported the board did not meet this month.  He further reported the previous morning the plaque unveiling took place at City Cemetery for the National Registry provided by a $500 donation made by a garden club.  The board will meet again on January 13, 2014 at the Tucker House at 5:30 p.m.

Sierra/Lineberry Drive Planning Committee:
Mr. Tillett reported the City Council approved the addition of the two new members recommended by this PRGAB.  There will be a workshop relating to this park on January 21, 2014.

Environmental Awards Jury:
Chairperson Siran asked for volunteers to serve on the Environmental Awards Jury.  There were no volunteers at this point.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT – RECEIVED

City Council Updates

December 3, 2013

ANNIE LOUISE WILKERSON NATURE PRESERVE PARK – EDUCATION CENTER PROJECT – MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE CONTRACT – APPROVED

The Annie Louise Wilkerson Nature Preserve Park Phase II – Education Center construction project was publicly bid on November 14, 2013, seven bids were received.  The low bidder able to complete the project within 210 days from notice to proceed is Daniels and Daniels Construction Co., Inc.  Staff recommends that a contract be awarded to Daniels and Daniels Construction Co., Inc.  License No. 23697 in an amount not to exceed $1,977,800 including the base bid and alternates number two, number five, number six, number seven and number eight.  Funding is appropriated in the project budget.  SDMWOB participation is 39.7%.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD – SIERRA/LINEBERRY NEIGHBORHOOD PARK MASTER PLAN – ADDITIONAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS ADDED – APPROVED

At the November 21, 2013 meeting, the board recommended additional volunteers to expand the Sierra Lineberry Drive Master Park Plan Citizen Planning Committee.  Previously, City Council approved the Situation Assessment which identifies community issues, stakeholder interests, and individuals to represent these interests on a Citizen Planning Committee.  At its first meeting on October 29, the 15 person committee felt it lacked adequate diversity among its members, in part due to withdrawal of one volunteer.  The board recommends Ms. Rina Moore and Ms. Lisa Marshall as additional volunteers of the citizen planning committee for the Sierra Lineberry Drive Master Plan.  Parks Board Chair Kimberly Siran explained the issue and request to add Members and to the group.

Announcements (Dedications, Public Meetings, etc.)

Committee Meetings:
The Parks Committee will NOT meet on Thursday, January 2 at 5:30 p.m.

The GWUT/Greenway and Urban Trees Committee, will NOT meet on Thursday, January 9, 2014 at 12:00 noon.

Public Meetings/Events:
The Historic Cemetery Advisory Board will meet on January 13, 2014, 5:30 p.m. at the Tucker House, 418 N. Person Street.

The Fees and Charges Ad Hoc Committee will meet on Tuesday, January 7, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. at Jaycee Module.

Tuesday, January 14, 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.:  Chavis Park Leadership Group (PLG) meeting, Chavis Community Center.

Ms. Sauer referred to the Crowdfunding Project where citizens donate funds for bike racks or benches along Neuse River Greenway.  She pointed information on this effort is on the City’s website.

Ms. Sauer noted the Holiday Party will follow this meeting noting there will be representatives of 5 boards and commissions present.

CHAIR REPORT – RECEIVED

Chairperson Siran noted members received in their packets updated committee assignments.  She reported the Environmental Awards Jury selection will take place on March 17 at the Solid Waste Service Center.  Mr. Hepler volunteered for this position.

BOARD COMMENTS – RECEIVED

Ms. Simes reported a question was raised at a CAC meeting relating to how it is decided which parks have lights.  She noted the signage at Marsh Creek Community Center was dark.

Mr. Moore thanked staff for their hard work.

Mr. Tillett indicated this is a great board and a great staff.

Mr. Koopman indicated Raleigh is a great City to live in and has a wonderful park system.  He praised Ms. Sauer’s leadership.  He indicated he is happy to live in Raleigh.

Mr. Surasky indicated the Volunteers at Holiday Express at Pullen Park did a wonderful job.  He also indicated he would be attending more meetings of the board going forward and had had a very busy fall.  

Mr. Reston also indicated the Crowdfunding is a good idea.

NEXT MEETING

The next board meeting will be held on January 16, 2014 at Carolina Pines Community Center at 6:00 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:31 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Brenda Hunt
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