PARKS, RECREATION & GREENWAY

ADVISORY BOARD

NOVEMBER 21, 2013

MINUTES
The Parks, Recreation & Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB) met on Thursday, November 21, 2013 at 5:30 p.m. at Jaycee Module, 2401 Wade Avenue, Raleigh, NC with the following present:




Kimberly Siran, presiding




Richard Bostic




Jay Chaudhuri




Steve Hepler




Jennifer Hoverstad




Lorenzo Jackson




Rodger Koopman



Thomas Moore




Scott Reston




Amy Simes




Johnny Tillett




Mark Turner

Excused:         Kevin Seymour


Unexcused:
Robert Putze

Mike Surasky


City Council:  Randall Stagner

Staff Present:  Diane Sauer, Scott Payne, Giavonia Harris, Stephen Bentley, Brenda Hunt, Kim Kittner, Wayne Schindler, Dick Bailey, Cindy Trumbower,  Billy Jackson, Cassie Schumacher-Georgopoulos, Ken Hisler, Jerry Bolas, Matthew Keough
Chairperson Siran called the meeting to at 5:34pm order with discussion and actions taken as follows:
PUBLIC COMMENTS – NONE RECEIVED

This was an opportunity for the public to speak.  No one asked to be heard.

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION – EAGLE SCOUT YATES KLINE
Ms. Trumbower recognized Eagle Scout Yates Kline noting he has gone over and beyond in his volunteer efforts.  She indicated he built park benches from recycled plastic and also came up with the design.  Mr. Kline also came up with the best location based on the use of the park.  He also raised enough money for the benches and raised extra funds to cover the cost of a new trash receptacle to be placed next to the benches. Chairperson Siran expressed appreciation on behalf of the PRGAB for his efforts.  Chairperson Siran thanked Mr. Kline for his service noting he had done great work.  Mr. Kline presented a $255 donation after completion of his project to the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources Department.
Ms. Trumbower presented Amy Simes with the plaque for the playground project she worked on (announced at previous meeting).

SYSTEM PLAN – VISION REPORT – PRESENTED
Cassie Schumacher-Georgopoulos, Senior Planner, reported this plan was released to the public for review in October.  It was posted on the website and at all staffed community centers for review.  She noted the plan was reviewed over 52,000 times.  She reviewed how to comment on the report online.  Changes will be made to the document following November 30 when the review process closes.  The Visioning Workshop was held the week of May 13, 2013.  Ms. Schumacher-Georgopoulos outlined results of the workshops.  Themes and subsystems were reviewed.  She indicated the vision comes from existing systems analysis, needs & priorities, visioning sessions and vision and action items.  She explained her presentation this evening would focus on the Vision Chapter.  Vision goals and objectives were read noting this is to bring people to community centers, etc and not just to parks.  The  subsystems were reviewed that included parks, natural areas, greenway system, programs and services, athletics, historic resources, the arts and growth areas.  Next steps were outlined with Ms. Schumacher-Georgopoulos reviewed the timeline from this point forward.  She stated members should continue to spread the work and get people involved in this plan.  
Chairperson Siran indicated staff had done an excellent job through this entire process.

The reported was received as information.

PROHIBITION OF DOGS AND OTHER PETS FROM CERTAIN AREAS OF PARKS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

Chairperson Siran read the recommendation from the Greenway and Urban Trees Committee presented to the PRGAB at the July 18, 2013 meeting as follows:

(1) The Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources Department currently provides three off-leash dog parks (Millbrook Dog Park, Carolina Pines Dog Park and Oakwood Dog Park).  The City should place a priority on the development of additional dog parks and dog areas to meet the growing demand for these facilities and to provide an alternative to the use of athletic fields, courts and other non-sanctioned areas currently being utilized for this purpose.

(2) Dogs and other pets as defined in Raleigh Code of Ordinances:  Chapter 3.  Animals:  Article A.:  General Provisions:  Sec 12-3004:  Definitions:  Pets shall be prohibited from the following areas in City of Raleigh Parks, Open Spaces and Greenways:

(a) Playground areas;

(b) Athletic fields (fenced and unfenced)

(c) Tennis Courts;

(d) Basketball courts

(e) Volleyball Courts;

(f) Horseshoe pits, and

(g) Other areas as designated by the Department Director.

(3) Dogs shall be permitted in City of Raleigh Parks, open spaces, greenways and other properties managed and maintained by the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources Department and shall be leashed at all times per Raleigh Code of Ordinances:  Chapter 3.  Animals:  Article A.:  General Provisions:  Section 12-3007:  Running at Large Prohibited and Raleigh Code of Ordinances:  Chapter 3. Animals:  Article B.:  Dogs and Cats:  Division 1:  Generally:  Section 12-3011:  Dogs at Large; Defecation on Streets and Private Property, (a). Only non-retractable leashes up to six (6) feet in length shall be permitted.  Areas designated by City Council as dog exercise and play areas shall be exempted per Ordinance No. 2013-57.

The following are provided as comments outside of the official committee recommendation since they are not officially part of the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board work plan item:

· The current find structure as outlined in Raleigh Code of Ordinances Chapter 3, Animals:  Article E.:  Administration and Enforcement Division:  Division 1:  Impoundment and Disposition:  Section 12-3069 Fines and Penalties, (a) and (b).  It is suggested that increased fines and penalties might provide a more significant deterrent to violators.
· It is suggested that additional officers and staff may need to be added to the Animal Control Unit of the Raleigh Police Department to provide enhanced enforcement capability.
In addition, the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board seeks authorization from City Council to add to the current work plan the opportunity to work with staff to research and review the development of additional dog parks and dog areas.  This will include the opportunity to partner with neighborhoods to assist the department with ongoing maintenance of these areas.

It was pointed out the GWUT Committee met on several occasions to discuss this issue and received a great amount of public input.

Mr. Turner indicated he liked the last paragraph of the recommendation and felt it would be appropriate to have the opportunity to determine where dogs should be in parks.  There should be a plan in place to offer additional areas, dog parks/dog play areas for those areas in the City that are not convenient to our existing dog parks.  Mr. Chaudhuri noted GWUT had consensus on all the recommendation except the dog areas and it is reflected in the recommendations.  Ms. Sauer explained if the PRGAB approves this recommendation, it will go before the City Council for their consideration.  Ms. Sauer explained if the City Council approved the recommendation relating to possible additional dog parks, it would go to the PRGAB work plan.  There are 3-4 items on the work plan that roll over from previous years and this item would be added to the PRAGB work plan as well.  She did not know where it would fall in priority.  Mr. Chaudhuri stated this is a priority for the PRGAB.  Chairperson Siran suggested that the PRGAB put a time limit on itself as long as staff is ok with that.  Mr. Chaudhuri agreed.  Ms. Sauer suggested that the PRGAB consider at the next PRGAB meeting, if it is approved by City Council, placing a time limit on this item.
Mr. Reston moved approval of the recommendation from the GWUT Committee as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman, unanimously passed.  Chairperson Siran ruled the motion adopted.

MINUTES – OCTOBER 17, 2013 – APPROVED
Members received a copy of the October 17, 2013 minutes included in their packets.  Mr. Turner referred to page 4 and indicated under the report on Sir Walter Raleigh Award Jury should be refer to as “served”. Mr. Turner moved approval of the minutes as amended.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman, unanimously passed.  Chairperson Siran ruled the motion adopted.

COMMITTEE REPORTS – RECEIVED

STANDING COMMITTEES:
Fletcher Volunteer Awards Committee:  Chairperson Siran reported the awards program will be on Tuesday, May 13, 2014 at Fletcher Opera Theater.  Later in the meeting an additional PRGAB member will be needed to serve on the selection committee.  She stated she will continue to chair this committee and the next meeting will be in late January or early February, 2014.  The first meeting will be to receive nominations.
GWUT Committee:
Amy Simes reported there was a joint committee meeting held with the Bicycle and Pedestrian Commission on November 4 and they looked at draft signage for on road bikeway finding and received an update on the Art to Heart corridor that is in the planning stages.  

AD-HOC COMMITTEES:
Fees and Charges Committee:  Chairperson Siran requested volunteers to serve on this committee.  Scott Reston, Mark Turner, Steve Hepler and Rodger Koopman volunteered to serve.  Mr. Koopman was selected to chair the committee.

Fees and Charges Public Meeting dates:  Tuesday, December 17, 2013 and Tuesday, January 7, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. in the Jaycee Module.
LIAISON REPRESENTATIVES:
Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Commission:  Ms. Simes reported the commission met Monday night.  She noted the City is looking for input on locations for new bike racks on public right-of-way noting submissions for possible locations could be submitted through See Click Fix.  If your suggestion in already listed, hit like.  Ms. Simes reported there is a coupon on the City website for 15% off bicycle lights through the end of December at all local bike stores.
Chavis Conversations PLG:  Mr. Jackson indicated a master plan has been drafted and is prepared for a Public Forum for input.  The forum will be held on Tuesday, December 10 from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. at the John Chavis Community Center.  There will be a brief presentation with questions and answers and then 5 interactive stations for the public to visit, talk with the PLG, provide specific input and have specific questions answered.   He indicated staff did a great job on the plan.  He reported at the last meeting, the group came to agreement on park concepts to be included in the draft Master Plan Report and provided the consultants and staff with feedback on the Draft Master Plan Report.  The Draft Plan will be available in hard copy at Top Greene Center and John Chavis Community Center and on the website for review and feedback from November 23 until December 17, 2013.

Ms. Sauer explained after the PLG completes their work, it will come to the PRGAB in February and go to the City Council in March
City of Raleigh Historical Cemeteries Advisory Board:  Mr. Schindler reported the board met the previous Monday.  The board has been working with the Landscape Committee working on planning improvements at O’Rourke Cemetery.  Plans have been finalized.  The project will be done in December including new fencing, removal of outdated landscaping, wall repair and a large tree on Tarboro Road that was impacted by the tornado will be removed.  The board will be looking at minor upgrades, i.e. signage, etc.  

A majority of the board’s meeting was relating to the City Council’s referral regarding Hillcrest Cemetery.  This is a privately owned cemetery in Southeast Raleigh.  The owner of the cemetery asked the City Council to consider Raleigh taking over management and maintenance of this cemetery.  This would include bringing the cemetery into the department’s inventory.  The City owns 3 cemeteries and has 7 others it manages and maintains.  There were some questions referred to the City Attorney and responses have been received.  At this point there are some clarifications needed and the board is going to the owner to see if these issues can be clarified.  

Mr. Schindler further reported all work relating to the tornado and damage incurred in all 3 City owned cemeteries have been completed.  He noted the City Cemetery fence is completed and are moving forward with internal improvements relating to plantings, etc.  There is a ceremony being planned for this spring to commemorate this work and to celebrate the recent improvements to all 3 cemeteries.  
System Plan Planning Committee:  Chairperson Siran indicated the committee will reconvene on January 13, 2014.  There will be no meeting in December.

Historical Resources and Museum Advisory Board:  Ms. Simes reported the board met the previous evening.  She indicted the City has a new trolley.  The Santa trolley rides are filled.  The Mordecai Open House will be on December 13, 2013.  There was discussion at the board meeting relating to the board taking over the Chavis and Pullen carousels under their purview.  

Sierra/Lineberry Drive Planning Committee:  Mr. Tillett reported the committee had met twice to learn more about the park.  He noted this is a great location for a park and has a lot of interest from area residents.  He expressed concern relating to inadequate diversity on the committee and suggested adding 2 additional members to this committee.  
He recommended that this board recommend the City Council’s approval of Ms. Trina Moore and Ms. Lisa Marshall as additional members.  He provided members with the nominees’ background.  

Mr. Tillett along with Ms. Simes moved that the board recommend to the City Council appointment of Ms. Trina Moore and Ms. Lisa Marshall to the Sierra/Lineberry Drive Planning Committee.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Moore, unanimously passed.  Chairperson Siran ruled the motion adopted.

The new Matthew Keough, Senior Planner working on this project reported the committee will now be getting into details and analysis of the proposed park.  He reviewed the procedure from this point forward.  He indicated there is a great deal of interest in this park and a lot of public input has been received.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT – RECEIVED
November 19, 2013 City Council Update:
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC ART AND DESIGN BOARD – ANNUAL WORK PLAN – APPROVED

The annual work plan will be presented.  The work plan identifies key goals that focus on existing projects, advocacy and programs for 2013-2014.

Committee/Public Meetings:
Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board
Monday, January 13, 5:30 – 7:00 P.M

Tucker House, 418 N. Person Street

Chavis Park Community Conversation Public Leadership Group Public Forum
Tuesday, December 10, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.

The Chavis Park Community Conversation Public Leadership Group will host a Public Forum to review and provide feedback on the Draft Master Plan for John Chavis Memorial Park.  The meeting will be held at the John Chavis Community Center, 505 MK Jr. Blvd., Raleigh, NC.

Fees and Charges Ad Hoc Committee
Tuesday, December 17, 6 p.m. – 7 p.m.

Meeting will be held at Jaycee Module, 2405 Wade Avenue

Tuesday, January 4, 2014 6 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Meeting will be held at Jaycee Module, 2405 Wade Avenue

CHAIR REPORT – RECEIVED

Chairperson Siran reviewed the various PRGAB committee assignments and requested that members contact Ms. Harris regarding any committees they are interested in.  Mr. Tillett indicated members should step up and serve on committees.  He noted Ms. Simes is on several committees.  Mr. Koopman indicated many of the City Council meetings and commission meetings are during work hours which makes it difficult for those working during the day.  He felt the meeting schedules need to be reviewed noting it is difficult for average citizens to participate.  Mr. Koopman indicated he would like this board to send feedback to the City Council that they should look at this seriously.  He agreed members need to participate but should not have to bend backwards until they snap.  Chairperson Siran indicated members should review the listing of committees and indicate at the next meeting if they want to switch.  Mr. Chaudhuri suggested looking at the committee structure and determine if there could be some consolidations.  Ms. Sauer indicated the 3 standing committees could be flexible but the other ones have no flexibility.  Mr. Stagner suggested if something needs to be changed, it should be taken to City Council.  This item was received as information with members urged to review the list.
Chairperson Siran indicted members received the address and phone numbers for all board members.  If you have any changes please let Ms. Harris know.
The December meeting will be held on December 19 at 6:00 p.m. and will be followed by the holiday social.

BOARD COMMENTS – RECEIVED
Mr. Tillett urged members to advise staff if they will not be able to attend PRGAB meetings.  He noted the lack of a quorum at the last meeting.  Members had to wait at the end of the meeting for an additional member to arrive in order to vote on items.
Mr. Tillett indicated the Joint NC/SC Parks and Recreation Conference hosted by Raleigh Parks & Recreation was outstanding.  He commended staff noting the program was good and staff did a great job.  He wished everyone a wonderful Thanksgiving.

Mr. Turner congratulated Chairperson Siran and indicated she did a great job.

Mr. Koopman agreed with Mr. Tillett but noted at the same time we live in a modern age and technology should allow participation in meetings when members cannot physically get to the meetings.  He suggested conference calls in these instances.  Ms. Sauer explained 24 hours would be needed for conference calls.

Mr. Moore referred to the start time for the meetings (5:30 p.m.) and suggested possibly meeting at 6:00 p.m.  He noted this is something the PRGAB can consider at the next meeting.

Mr. Turner moved that the December meeting begin at 6:00 p.m..   His motion was seconded by Mr. Tillett, unanimously passed.  Chairperson Siran ruled the motion adopted.

Councilman Stagner indicated this would be his last meeting with the PRGAB.  He indicated he really enjoyed the veterans programs at the Five Points facility and noted it was well done.  He indicated it had been great to serve on this PRGAB.
Mr. Reston referred to conference calls and felt the PRGAB needs to determine protocol for this.  Mr. Turner indicated this has been discussed previously by the PRGAB and that information should be provided to the PRGAB members.

Mr. Chaudhuri indicated he was not at the last meeting and thanked Mr. Turner for his leadership of the PRGAB.  He indicated it is nice to have Ms. Siran as chair and Mr. Reston as vice-chair.

Mr. Hepler thanked Mr. Schindler for his diligence in getting the cemeteries repaired.

Ms. Simes thanked Mr. Schindler for his work on the dog issue.  She further indicated she attended some sessions of the Joint NC/SC Parks and Recreation Conference and they were very well done and she learned a lot.

Ms. Hoverstad thanked staff for the approach taken on the greenways.

Chairperson Siran thanked Mr. Schindler for his work on the dog park issue and thanked members for voting her in as chair of the PRGAB.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Mr. Tillett moved adjournment at 6:49 p.m.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Hepler, unanimously passed.

Respectfully submitted,

Brenda Hunt
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