PARKS, RECREATION & GREENWAY

ADVISORY BOARD

OCTOBER 17, 2013

MINUTES
The Parks, Recreation & Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB) met on Thursday, October 17, 2013 at 5:30 p.m. at Jaycee Module, 2401 Wade Avenue, Raleigh, NC with the following present:




Mark Turner, presiding




Richard Bostic




Steve Hepler




Lorenzo Jackson




Rodger Koopman




Thomas Moore




Scott Reston




Johnny Tillett

Excused:

Jennifer Hoverstad

Robert Putze

Kevin Seymour

Amy Simes

Kimberly Siran

Mike Surasky

Jay Chaudhuri

Staff Present:  Diane Sauer, Stephen Bentley, Brenda Hunt, Kim Kittner, Wayne Schindler, Dick Bailey, Cindy Trumbower, Cassie Schumacher-Georgopoulos, Ken Hisler
Chairman Turner called the meeting to order and noted there was not a quorum present at this point; therefore, no votes would be taken.    Later in the meeting a quorum was reached and action was taken on some items.
PUBLIC COMMENTS – NONE RECEIVED

This was an opportunity for the public to speak.  No one asked to be heard.

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION – SCOTT RESTON AND AMY SIMES
Ms. Trumbower recognized Scott Reston and Amy Simes, who helped on 9/11/13 at Roberts Park with Raleigh Police Department Members.  They were also volunteers on 9/28/13 at Peach Road Park where a new playground was constructed.  Their activities included building cubicles for children, planting plants, mulching, painting walls, etc.  Chairman Turner expressed appreciation on behalf of the PRGAB for their efforts.

SYSTEM PLAN – STATUS UPDATE – PRESENTED

Cassie Schumacher-Georgopoulos, Senior Planner, reviewed the history of this item and noted members were provided with a Public Draft of the plan dated 10/14/13.  She reviewed the plan in detail including the vision statement, visioning process, and guiding principles.  There are eight broadly defined areas reflecting the unique qualities of the city’s parks, recreation and cultural resources:

· Parks

· Natural Areas

· Greenways

· Programs and Services

· Athletics

· Historic Resources

· Arts

· Growth Areas

Ms. Schumacher-Georgopoulos referred to the Parks portion of the plan and reviewed the goals and objectives of the parks, natural areas and greenways in detail.  Programs and services and athletics goals and objectives were also reviewed.  She referred to the historic resources, the arts and growth areas including goals and objectives for each.  The conclusion of the plan noted the parks, recreation and cultural resources system has greatly contributed to the City’s continued success of regularly being ranked among the most livable, family friendly communities in the nation.  The vision outlines the continuation of investment in these community assets and is consistent with the vision and themes established by the City’s 2030 Comprehensive Plan.  Ms. Schumacher-Georgopoulos referred to the website where comments could be made without the public seeing the comments.  She noted an update was provided to the PRGAB in June and at that time 8,000 comments had been received on the site and by mid September 9,000 people had visited the website.  
This is an ongoing project.  She referred to the Raleigh Arts Plan noting Alan Browne lectured earlier in the day and the following Monday the focus group will meet to determine goals for the Raleigh Arts Plan.  There was a staff focus group meeting in September and there will also be a staff workshop in November.
Ms. Schumacher-Georgopoulos indicated the PRGAB will receive greenway design guidelines and standards as they are developed.

The report was briefly discussed and received as information.

LIAISON REPRESENTATIVES
CHAVIS CONVERSATIONS PLG:

Mr. Bostic reported there had been a recent meeting and they are moving forward and progress has been made.  There have been a few setbacks along the way.  There will be a public forum on December 10 and the draft concept plan will be brought out to the public.  He reviewed topics that had been discussed including the stream at the park and what can be done that doesn’t violate state law and voted to explore what can be done with the easements.  The location of a new pool and community center had also been discussed and all of these discussions will come before the public on December 10.  He noted it is good to have the public involved in this project.

Mr. Jackson further reported once this goes to the master plan, it will become clearer.  The group also discussed the 75th anniversary activities and a lot of feedback was received and the turnout for the activities was good.

The report was received as information.

CITY OF RALEIGH HISTORICAL CEMETERIES ADVISORY BOARD:
Wayne Schindler, staff liaison to the board, reported the meeting was held on October 14 and the board welcomed the newest member Jose Fraser.  With the addition of Mr. Fraser, the board is now complete.  A presentation was provided by Dave Barrow on the renovation plan for O’Rourke Cemetery including replacement of the old chain link fence with a different type of fence.  They are considering a picket fence, grading work, removal of overgrown landscaping and tree work.  That plan is moving forward and will be reviewed by Raleigh Historic Districts Commission for a Certificate of Appropriateness.  This came out of the Landscape Sub-Committee of the Board.

Mr. Schindler reported the City Council referred Hillcrest Cemetery on Garner Road to the Board.  The owner is asking the Board to look at the potential acquisition and/or taking over maintenance of that cemetery.  The board began discussing that issue and identified legal issues.  The board had solicited advice from the City Attorney’s office on this item. The Maintenance Sub-Committee met and developed further direction for that document.  Staff and the Sub-Committee will be working on that for the next several months and plan to complete this by spring.
Mr. Schindler provided an update on the City Cemetery fence restoration noting it is very close to completion.  The contractor is working through the punch list.  The only remaining items will be receipt of molds from the casting company.

The next meeting of the board will be November 18, 2013 at 5:30 p.m. at the Tucker House.  Ms. Trumbower will update the board on the potential for a cemetery volunteer program.

SIR WALTER RALEIGH AWARD JURY:

Ms. Sauer reported Ms. Simes served on the jury and the ceremony will be held next Tuesday night at 5:30 p.m. at CAM.  The department will receive an award for Neuse River Trail.  All members will be receiving an invitation to the ceremony.

SIERRA/LINEBERRY DRIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE:

Mr. Tillett indicated this committee had not met yet.  Ms. Sauer reported Chairman Turner presented the board’s recommendation was presented to the City Council.  The Council approved the plan and the Planning Committee will now begin meeting.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT – RECEIVED

October 15, 2013
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD – SIERRA/LINEBERRY NEIGHBORHOOD PARK MASTER PLAN – APPROVED SIP AND PLANNING COMMITTEE

Committee Meetings:
The Parks Committee will not meet on Thursday, November 7 at 5:30 p.m.

The GWUT/Greenway and Urban Trees Committee will not meet on Thursday, November 14, 2013 at 12:00 noon.

Public Meetings/Events:
Tuesday, October 22 at 5:30 p.m. – 2013 Sir Walter Raleigh Awards at CAM.

Thursday, October 24 at 4:30-6:00 p.m. System Plan Planning Committee meeting at Walnut Creek Wetland Center.

Monday, November 4 at 6:00 p.m. – Joint BPAC and GWUTC meeting at Jaycee Park Community Center.

Tuesday, November 12 – 6:00 – 8:30 p.m. - Chavis Public Leadership Group meeting, Chavis Community Center.
BOARD COMMENTS – RECEIVED

Mr. Tillett indicated the NCRPA Conference is coming up and asked if members are to pay their own way.  Ms. Sauer indicated the conference will be held in Raleigh on November 10-12 at the Convention Center.  Information will be provided to members relating to the various sessions.  She noted if members are interested in attending, there would be no cost.  Mr. Tillett indicated this is an excellent event and is a joint conference for North Carolina and South Carolina. Ms. Sauer indicated the conference will be hosted by Charlotte next year.  

Mr. Bostic indicated he enjoyed touring the parks in Italy on his recent trip.

Mr. Jackson reminded members of the Chavis Public Forum on December 10, 2013.

THE MEETING ADJOURNED AT 6:15 P.M.

The Board went into special session upon the arrival of Mr. Koopman that resulted in a quorum.

Actions were taken as follows:

2013-2014 CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR – KIMBERLY SIRAN ELECTED CHAIR AND SCOTT RESTON ELECTED VICE CHAIR

Members voted by ballots on Chair and Vice Chair.  Ms. Sauer collated and counted the votes with the following results:


Chair – Kimberly Siran


Vice-Chair – Scott Reston

MINUTES – JULY 18, 2013 AND SEPTEMBER 19, 2013 – APPROVED


Members received a copy of the July 18, 2013 minutes in their agenda packets.  Mr. Koopman moved approval of the minutes.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Reston, unanimously passed.  Chairman Turner ruled the motion adopted.
Members received a copy of the September 19, 2013 minutes in their agenda packets.  Mr. Hepler moved approval of the minutes.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Tillett, unanimously passed.  Chairman Turner ruled the motion adopted.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Brenda Hunt
