PARKS, RECREATION & GREENWAY

ADVISORY BOARD

MARCH 21, 2013

MINUTES
The Parks, Recreation & Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB) met on Thursday, March 21, 2013 at 5:30 p.m. at the Five Points Center for Active Adults, 2000 Noble Road, Raleigh, NC with the following present:

Richard Bostic, presiding




Steve Hepler




Jennifer Hoverstad




Lorenzo Jackson




Rodger Koopman




Thomas Moore




Kevin Seymour




Amy Simes




Johnny Tillett

Council Liaison:
Randy Stagner

Excused:

Mike Surasky
Scott Reston




Kimberly Siran




Mark Turner

Unexcused:

Jay Chaudhuri 



Robert Putze 

Staff Present:  Scott Payne, Giavonia Harris, Stephen Bentley, Kim Kittner, Wayne Schindler, Steve White, Jennifer Tabery, Brenda Hunt, Dick Bailey, 

Mr. Bostic called the meeting to order at 5:34pm with discussion and actions taken as shown:

Mr. Bostic introduced new PRGAB member Jennifer Hoverstad.

PUBLIC COMMENTS – NONE RECEIVED

This was an opportunity for the public to speak.  No one asked to be heard.
PRESENTATIONS

ACTIVE ADULT CENTER – OVERVIEW & TOUR – RECEIVED AS INFORMATION
Steve White, Recreation Program Director, welcomed PRGAB members to the Active Adult Center and noted he had worked with the senior programs for 26 years.  He explained the facility has 20,000 square feet.  He provided members with the spring schedule of activities for the facility.  He reviewed the history of how the facility came to be.  In 2006 there was a groundswell of interest for a center for older adults.  The bond referendum that included this facility was passed in 2007 and the process and planning for this facility took 6 years.  The goal was to create a facility that was very unique and dynamic in our programming model and philosophy.  Mr. White indicated many facilities around the country are senior centers; however, younger seniors do not like to go to senior centers which is why this facility is called an active adult center.  Mr. White explained the facility is LEED certified and built to high standards for energy efficiency, etc.  He reviewed the elements of the building that qualified it for the LEED certification.  The facility reached the gold level for certification.  There have been 9,047 people that have come to this facility and 617 new patrons created.  These are new patrons 50 years old and over who had previously not been in the program.  The most popular programs are fitness classes.  There are 22 different classes provided at the center.

Mr. White indicated the Anne Gordon Center is smaller than this facility (4,067 sf) and was opened in November, 2012.  There have been 2,424 people that have been to that facility.  Tai Chi, line dancing and chair fitness are popular at that facility.
Mr. White reviewed future goals and priorities for the center noting it is desired to expand working hours and include evening and Saturday programs.  Current limitations are the budget and personnel limitations.  He indicated it is also the desire to work with the Five Points business community to get them engaged in this facility.  Another goal is to develop the café area and provide healthy snacks vending services.  Staff is working on state and national senior center certification that will lead to additional funding and grant opportunities.

Members of the PRGAB were then taken on a tour of the facility.

Following the tour Mr. White noted the fastest growing segment of the population are 85 years old and over.  He indicated we are living longer and the desire is to live healthier.  He explained this center serves people from 50 years old to people in their 80’s and services provided must be diverse enough to meet all demands.  This provides great program opportunities.  It is also the desire to replicate active adult centers in other sections of Raleigh since the need will continue to grow.
The presentation was received as information.

MINUTES – FEBRUARY 21, 2013 – APPROVED

Minutes of the February 21, 2013 meeting had been provided to members prior to the meeting.  Mr. Koopman moved approval of the minutes as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Tillett, unanimously passed.  Mr. Bostic ruled the motion adopted.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:
GWUT/Greenway and Urban Trees Committee
Restricted Dog Areas:
Ms. Simes reported a majority of the meeting was spent discussing animal control rules and regulations in parks.  Mr. Schindler indicated there have been ongoing concern from citizens regarding the presence of dogs in particular areas of parks, i.e. playgrounds.  Over the years people have brought their dogs to these areas and unleashed them noting many of these areas are fenced in.  Oakwood Common has a fenced playground with a small lawn and there is a problem with unleashed dogs and small children trying to occupy the same space and there is concern over the potential interaction between large dogs and small children.  The same complaints have been expressed relating to athletic fields and court areas.  There is also concern relating to compliance with leash laws and dog waste regulations that is included in the City Code.  This item will be reviewed for the next several months and possibly result in development of policy prohibiting dogs in certain park areas.  Any recommendation will come back to the PRGAB.  Non-compliance with the laws are a misdemeanor and involves a $50 fine.  Concerns have been received both from staff who maintain these areas as well as users of those facilities.  
Councillor Stagner referred to the same situation occurring on the greenways and this should be addressed.  

Mr. Schindler explained part of the issue relates to enforcement noting the Raleigh Police Department has an animal control division consisting of 9 officers covering the entire City of Raleigh and they deal with domestic animals and also wild animals.  Discussions will have to include the capability of animal control to enforce what is on the books and any proposals.

LIAISON REPRESENTATIVES
Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Commission:
Mr. Moore reported the commission is kicking off Bike Raleigh Map Campaign and are going through the City Council to ask for an anti-speeding campaign.  They are also meeting with Parks and Recreation staff in their efforts.  He indicated the Bike Planning Committee will meet on April 8 and 6:00 p.m. to discuss various subjects.  This group will also host tomorrow the Triangle Bike and Pedestrian Workshop at the Raleigh Convention Center.
Chavis Conversation PLG:

Mr. Jackson reported this group is moving forward and there is a lot more energy.  Members received a tour of Chavis Park at the last meeting and had excellent speakers.  Kim Curry-Evans, Public Art Coordinator provided a presentation relating to art projects that could be done in that area.  He noted the group is moving along at a better pace.  On Saturday of this week there will be a tour of other park facilities to get a feel of what is offered.
City of Raleigh Historical Cemeteries Advisory Board
Mr. Schindler reported the Cemeteries Advisory Board met on March 13 at the Tucker House.  The board discussed National Register Plaques for both City and Mt. Hope Cemeteries and they are making plans to place those plaques.  Placement has to do with repainting the columns at City Cemetery.  They are working with the Raleigh Historic Districts Commission through a Minor Works Application to see if they can be painted a muted color and then the plaques will be installed.  A Certificate of Appropriateness has been received for the signage package for all 3 cemeteries and installation is proceeding.  This will include information on each cemetery, rules and regulations for their operation.
Mr. Schindler indicated the Landscape Committee had a site visit of O’Rorke Catholic Cemetery and there were discussions with adjoining property owners relating to landscaping between common property lines.  There was a report from the Urban Forester on removing large trees in O’Rorke Cemetery and they are looking at what might be done for fence replacement, wall repair and additional landscaping.    The Landscape Committee also toured City Cemetery looking at opportunities for tree planting and additional landscaping.  Mt. Hope Cemetery is devoid of trees after Hurricane Fran, the ice storm and the tornado that went through this area.

Mr. Schindler indicated the Maintenance Management Manual Sub-Committee is looking at cemetery maintenance manuals from Savannah and Atlanta, Georgia to develop a manual for our 3 historic cemeteries.  The fence repair at City Cemetery is going well.  The damaged fence ha been removed.  The lead paint will be removed and the fence will be fabricated in mid June.  Only the sections of fence seriously damaged by the tornado will be restored.  Complete restoration will come later. 

Mr. Schindler explained the Cemetery Board’s bylaws were discussed noting the City Attorney has questioned the bylaws and they are being reviewed and rewritten in order to be more complaint with City ordinances regarding boards and commissions.  The rewrite will be forwarded to the City Attorney for review and then go to the City Council.  The City Attorney drafted an ordinance formalizing the board as a functioning board designated by the City Council.  That did not happen when the board was formed and the Cemetery Board needs to be made official and the bylaws in line with the City ordinances.  This will be going to the City Council shortly and once that is resolved, they will go forward with nominations.

System Plan Planning Committee:
A report will be provided on the needs and priorities report at the next month.  Copies of the 90 page report will be forwarded to the PRGAB and a presentation made at the PRGAB meeting in April.
2013 Environmental Awards:
Mr. Hepler reported there would be a meeting tomorrow to review entries.  The event will be held on April 22, 2013 from 6:00 – 8:30 p.m. at the Nature Research Center of the NC Museum of Natural Sciences located at 121 W. Jones Street.

Historical Resources and Museum Advisory Board:
Mr. Payne indicated this group is looking at the Strategic Plan.  The next meeting will be held on March 27, 2013.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT – RECEIVED

City Council Updates:
March 5, 2013
National Recreation and Park Association Forum – Approved

The Parks and Recreation Department is a member of the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA).  The NRPA is a national not-for-profit organization comprised of 30,000 recreation and park professionals and citizens dedicated to advancing park, recreation and conservation efforts that professionals and citizens dedicated to advancing park, recreation and conservation efforts that enhance quality of life for all people.  Annually, the NRPA hosts a Legislative Forum to allow member agencies and individual professionals the opportunity to speak with Congressional leaders on issues impacting parks and recreation.  This year the Legislative Forum will focus on support of continued Land and Water Conservation funding, urban parks, transportation, Health, wellness and physical activity and children in nature.  Kathy Capps, Parks and Recreation employee, is Chair-Elect of the Southern Network of the NRPA, representing professionals, across 10 Southeastern US states and Puerto Rico.  As such, she has been invited to participate in the Legislative Forum on March 19-21, 2013 in Washington, D.C.  When an employee actively lobbies Congressional leaders on behalf of the City and affiliated organizations, City Council authorization is required.

Land for Tomorrow Lobby Day – Approved
The Parks and Recreation Department is a member of the North Carolina Recreation and Park Association (NCRPA).  The NCRPA is a nonprofit education and advocacy organization, dedicated to the advancement of the park, recreation and leisure profession in our state.  The NCRPA hosts an annual Lobby Day at the General Assembly.  Lobby Day is a collaborative effort by Land for Tomorrow, a partnership of citizens, businesses, interest groups and local governments urging the General Assembly to fully fund North Carolina’s four conservation trust funds.  This is an opportunity for member agencies and individual professionals to speak with legislative leaders on issues impacting parks and recreation, and specifically to protect the integrity of the Parks & Recreation Trust Fund.  Kathy Capps, Parks and Recreation employee, has been invited to participate in the 2013 Land for Tomorrow Lobby Day.  When an employee actively lobbies state legislative leaders on behalf of the City and affiliated organizations, City Council authorization is required.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD
WRAL SOCCER COMPLEX – SYNTHETIC MULTI-PURPOSE FIELDS – SCHEMATIC DESIGN APPROVED
Mark Turner representing the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board, indicated the Board had looked at this issue and recommends approval.  Mr. Odom moved approval as recommended.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor Pro Tem ruled the motion adopted on a 5-0 vote (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent).

ANNIE LOUISE WILKERSON, M.D. NATURE PRESERVE PARK – DRAFT SCHEMATIC DESIGN PHASE II – APPROVED

Mark Turner, representing the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board, indicated they had looked at the issue and recommended approval of the schematic design for the second phase.  Ms. Baldwin moved approval of the recommendation as outlined.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks.  Mr. Odom questioned the time frame with Stephen Bentley indicated they would go to bid in the fall and it is about a 7 month construction period.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor Pro Tem ruled the motion adopted on a 5-0 vote (Crowder, McFarlane, Gaylord absent).

LAKE JOHNSON CENTER – SCHEMATIC DESIGN – APPROVED

Planner Shawsheen Baker indicated in 1992 the Lake Johnson Park Master Plan was approved including a multi-purpose center, water front center, trail system, etc.  She stated last year the City Council approved the final locations.  She explained staff has conducted three public input sessions to come up with this plan.  The first session solicited input from the public as to how they would like to use the facility, etc.  Three alternate concepts were approved and taken back to the public and a lot of comments were received.  At the third meeting, the draft master plan was approved and it was submitted to the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Board which recommends approval.

Phil Szostak, Szostak Designs, talked about the master plan process pointing out this master plan was approved some 22 years ago and it validates how important this resource is to the citizens of the area.  He explained project goals and objectives which include creating a multi-purpose facility with both topographical and activity connections to Lake Johnson Park; offers passive recreation to promote health and fitness relating to nature; provide environmental education programming with interpretive displays and exhibits and creating energy efficient building design.  He talked about the potential usages which range from civic gatherings to wellness and fitness programs.  He presented conceptual drawings which included taking the roundabout out and filling that location with water gardens and explained usage of the area which ranged from aesthetic to learning, etc.  He talked about utilization of the classrooms, entrance lobby and bird nest or boardwalks.  He talked about the architectural aspects of the facility which would be low scale with metal roof and how the building would be built into the slope and the walk out in the back.  He went over the various entities.  He talked about balance between development and conservation, creating a learning environment, boundaries, parking spaces, trails, connectivity, circulation, etc.
Planner Baker stated the next steps which include City Council approval of the conceptual plan, construction document completion in August, 2013 with bidding and contract award in December, 2013 and completion date of October, 2014.

Brief discussion took place on how the status of Pauls Road being incorporated with Ms. Baker pointing out they are trying to hash out all of the details.  Mr. Crowder pointed out he feels the design team did a fabulous job, he likes the way it fits in to the whole scheme, he likes the bird’s nest or tree house design walkway, talked about utilization of materials and called on everyone to look at how Magnolia Cottage and how other facilities fit in.  Mr. Crowder moved approval as presented.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote (Gaylord absent).
PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD – JENNIFER HOVERSTAD – APPOINTED

March 19, 2013

Resolution:  John Chavis Memorial Park Day
“as a tribute to the memory of Educator John Chavis, and said park shall always hereafter be so known and designated”.

Sierra/Lineberry Park Master Plan Design Services – Approved (Contract Negotiations)
The Sierra/Lineberry Park is a 2.4 acre undeveloped site in southwest Raleigh, purchased in 2009 in anticipation of development as a neighborhood park.  A Request for Qualifications for design services was distributed in January 2013.  The four qualified respondents have been reviewed by staff and authorization to negotiate planning and design services with the firms, in ranked order, is requested:  City Council Agenda March 19, 2013.
Lappas+Havener, PA

AECOM Building +Places

Obs Landscape Architects

DHM Design

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD

Barwell Road Community Park System Integration Plan – Approved

Following approval of the Southeast Raleigh Tennis Center in 2012, staff has proceeded with the System Integration Plan (SIP) for the undeveloped portion of the Barwell Road Community Park.  The 54 acre site was purchased in 2001 and developed cooperatively with the Wake County Public School System as a site to house both an elementary school and a Community Center.  The western portion of the park property is the location of the new Southeast Raleigh Tennis Center.  The undeveloped eastern portion was the primary subject of the SIP.  Oversight for the SIP was provided by the Parks Committee of the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board.  At the February meeting, the Board recommended Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board.  At the February meeting the Board recommended forwarding the report to Council for consideration and approval.  Staff will make a short presentation.
ANNOUNCEMENTS (DEDICATIONS, PUBLIC MEETINGS, ETC.)

Committee Meetings:
The Parks Committee, a standing committee of the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board, will NOT meet on Thursday, April 4, 5:30 p.m.

Greenway and Urban Trees Committee will meet on Thursday, April 11 at noon at Frank Evans Conference Room.

Public Meetings:
April 8 – 5:30 p.m. COR Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board, Tucker House

April 9 – 6:00 – 8:30 p.m. Chavis Conversations Public Leadership Group, Chavis Community Center
April 11 – 4:00 – 6:30 p.m. System Plan Planning Committee meeting, Laurel Hills Community Center
April 15 – 6-8 p.m. Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission in the Raleigh Municipal Building Council Chamber Room 201, 222 W. Hargett Street

April 22 – 6:00 – 8:30 p.m. 2013 Environmental Awards Celebration, 121 W. Jones Street.  The City of Raleigh will honor the 2013 Environmental Award winners at the Nature Research Center of the Museum of Natural Sciences in Downtown Raleigh.
Dedications
April 18 – 3:30 – 5:30 p.m. Chavis Carousel VIP Event

April 20 – 2:00 p.m. Chavis Carousel dedication and celebration event

April 25 – 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. Neuse River Greenway dedication and celebration event

April meeting location – Chavis Community Center – 505 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – RECEIVED
Mr. Bostic asked for 3 volunteers to serve on the Work Plan Committee.  Amy Simes and Kevin Seymour indicated they would be willing to serve.  There is one vacancy remaining.  Ms. Harris will send out an email to the chair and vice chair for them to take the remaining slot on the committee.  
BOARD COMMENTS – RECEIVED

Ms. Hoverstad stated she enjoyed the meeting and looked forward to future meetings.
Mr. Hepler thanked staff for the tour of the facility.

Mr. Seymour welcomed Ms. Hoverstad to the PRGAB and stated he was glad to see the facility.

Mr. Koopman welcomed Ms. Hoverstad to the PRGAB.  

Mr. Koopman referred to badminton at Lake Lynn and an issue brought up to him relating to parity between Cary and Raleigh in terms of how to access court facilities.  He indicated the question he was asked was whether or now we can make an attempt to normalize this noting there is a substantial difference in policy.  He indicated this seems to be a reasonable request and suggested talking to Cary regarding making rules slightly more compatible.  He explained during basketball season, court access is difficult.
Mr. Koopman indicated this facility is beautiful.

Mr. Tillett welcomed Ms. Hoverstad to the PRGAB.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, upon motion of Mr. Tillett, seconded by Mr. Moore, unanimously passed, the meeting was adjourned at 6:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Brenda Hunt
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