PARKS, RECREATION & GREENWAY

ADVISORY BOARD

JUNE 19, 2014

MINUTES
The Parks, Recreation & Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB) met on Thursday, June 19, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chamber of the Municipal Building, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, NC with the following present:




Kimberly Siran, presiding



Patrick Buffkin




Jay Chaudhuri




Steve Hepler

Jennifer Hoverstad

Lorenzo Jackson




Thomas Moore




Scott Reston




Amy Simes




Mike Surasky




Johnny Tillett




Mark Turner

Excused:

Richard Bostic

Robert Putze

Amy Simes

Rodger Koopman

Staff Present:  Diane Sauer, Scott Payne, Stephen Bentley, Brenda Hunt, Giavonia Harris, Kim Kittner, Todd Milam, Willistine Hedgepeth, Frank Spadafora, Doug Pearce, Suzanne Walker, Julie Rhetts, Crystal Littlefield, Cindy Trumbower,  Billy Jackson, Ken Hisler, Cassie Schumacher-Georgopoulos, Wayne Schindler
Chairperson Siran called the meeting to order at 6:01pm with discussion and actions taken as follows:

PUBLIC COMMENTS – NONE RECEIVED

This was an opportunity for the public to speak.  No one asked to be heard.

PRESENTATIONS

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION – SEPI 

Cindy Trumbower, Resource Development Manager, recognized representatives from SEPI who adopted Jaycee Park.  Chairperson Siran presented the SEPI representatives with a certificate in appreciation for their work.

Chairperson Siran indicated this was Mr. Jackson’s last PRGAB meeting.  She thanked him for the work and service he has provided to the PRGAB.  She presented him with a plaque for his service.  
FACILITY & OPERATIONS DIVISION – REVIEW PRESENTED

Billy Jackson, Superintendent of the Facility & Operations Division, introduced members of the division staff noting they are a very diverse group with a lot of expertise in many areas.  Members of the staff present included Willistine Hedgepeth, Frank Spadafora, Doug Pearce, Suzanne Walker, Julie Rhetts and Crystal Littlefield.  He reviewed the duties of each and provided a video.  He read a statement from the strategic plan noting this department focuses on efficiency and is very big into innovative technology.  He spoke to multi-department collaborations noting most directors are located in the Municipal Building or One Exchange Plaza.  He reviewed in detail daily operations, administration, project management, energy management, facility assessments and emergency management (security).  He referred to the new facilities being added noting they are very involved in plans and specifications.  Mr. Buffkin questioned if there had been savings in the annual electricity budget.  Ms. Walker indicated this is tracked closely and have had an approximate 15% savings.  Discussion followed regarding methods of energy savings including solar, LEED, etc.  
The report was received as information.

RALEIGH ARTS PLAN – STEVE HEPLER & KIMBERLY SIRAN TO SERVE ON STEERING COMMITTEE
Ms. Schumacher-Georgopolos, Senior Planner, indicated she would like to have a member of the PRGAB serve on the Raleigh Arts Plan Steering Committee.  This group will develop the first Arts Plan.  The purpose and goals of the plan were reviewed including identifying activities Raleigh values and increase arts participation, etc.  This will begin in August and will surveys will go out in September.  The Arts Plan will be integrated into the new System Plan and the Comprehensive Plan.  Involvement of the committee will be 12 months with 4-5 meetings.  She reviewed the responsibilities of the Steering Committee.  

Steve Hepler and Kimberly Siran volunteered to serve on the Steering Committee.
WORK PLAN APPROVAL – APPROVED TO BE FORWARDED TO CITY COUNCIL

Members had received a copy of the Work Plan prior to the meeting.  Ms. Sauer explained most of the items will be sent to existing committees or ad-hoc committees.  There are also a lot of rollover items in progress.  New items (page 2 of the Plan) were reviewed.  Ms. Sauer stated this will be a very busy year and staff is looking forward to many of the items being accomplished.

Following brief discussion, Mr. Turner moved approval of the plan and forwarding the plan to the City Council.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Chaudhuri, unanimously passed.  Chairperson Siran ruled the motion adopted.

MINUTES – MAY 15, 2014 AND MARCH 20, 2014 – APPROVED
Members received a copy of the May 15 and March 20, 2014 minutes prior to the meeting.  

Mr. Moore moved approval of the May 15, 2014 minutes.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Hoverstad, unanimously passed.  Chairperson Siran ruled the motion adopted.

Mr. Turner moved approval of the March 20, 2014 minutes.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Chaudhuri, unanimously passed.  Chairperson Siran ruled the motion adopted.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Parks Committee:
Mr. Turner reported the Committee would not meet on its regular scheduled date and time but will meet on Thursday, July 10 at 5:30 p.m.  A location will be determined at a later time.  The item for discussion relates to private use of park space noting there are a number of existing policies for use of park facilities and would make use of those policies wherever possible.  There has been a lot of discussion regarding what constitutes non-profit versus for profit and this needs more clarification.  He likes the direction being taken on this item.  Mr. Surasky indicated this is a hot topic statewide and many people are looking forward to what comes out of committee.  Mr. Payne indicated a draft will be provided to the committee on July 10 and invited members interested in the policy to attend at the Anne Gordon Center.

GWUT/Greenway and Urban Trees Committee:

Mr. Surasky indicated the Update on the Urban Tree Ordinance was originally on this agenda.  Ms. Sauer explained it was decided to hold this report for another couple of months.  Mr. Surasky reported the committee met last week with BPAC to review the greenway design guidelines and there was very rousing discussion about certain points, i.e. the classifications of trail system.  The committee will discuss this further in the next couple of meetings and will report back to the PRGAB in September.
Mr. Surasky reported the next committee meeting would be either July 24 or July 31.

LIAISON REPRESENTATIVES:
Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee:
Ms. Simes provides a written report due to her absence from this meeting.  The last meeting was 5/19 and various CIP projects were reviewed.  The draft greenway guidelines were distributed to the members.  The committees have been reviewing the draft 2015 work plan.  Several BPAC members and City staff went to Charlotte on 6/4 to hear about their Bike Share program.  The June meeting has been cancelled.  The next meeting will be 7/21.

Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board:

Wayne Schindler reported Chairman Jimmy Thiem summarized a recent meeting with Tania Tully of RHDC regarding the board’s ongoing review of local designation for City Cemeter7 and Mt. Hope Cemetery.  The remaining issue is the potential establishment of a programmatic certificate of appropriateness for the installation of new or replacement of headstones.  Given the wide variety of headstones that currently exist; we would need to look at a method of categorizing these based on certain criteria such as size, color, general shape, etc.  The board also discussed the issue of RHDC’s dependence on the HCAB for guidance in these areas given the lack of precedence and experience related to cemeteries.  The board will continue to review these issues before making a final decision on local designation.
On the Hillcrest Cemetery item, Mr. Thiem reported that Mr. Lightner did receive the board’s letter offering assistance in helping establish a friends group.  A meeting will be scheduled in the near future and ideas will be presented and discussed.  These include the involvement of a representative from the Oberlin Cemetery Association and staff research on cemetery friends groups in other jurisdictions.

The Board reviewed a recently completed report from a structural engineering firm on the current condition of repair recommendations for mausoleums at City Cemetery and Mr. Hope Cemetery.  The board directed staff to solicit a budget estimate from Dean Reudrick, a local conservator to determine the cost of repairs and priority relative to the board’s expenditure plan for this coming year.

This morning the Board, members of Raleigh City Cemeteries Preservation, Inc., the department and the public celebrated with a ribbon cutting event at O’Rorke-Catholic Cemetery.  The event was held to commemorate the recent improvements at the cemetery and to acknowledge the ongoing partnership and the importance of this valuable historic resource.  Similar event for Mt. Hope Cemetery and City Cemetery are being planned for the fall.

The next meeting scheduled for July 14 at 5:30 p.m. at the Tucker House.  The Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board will not meet in August and will resume meetings in September.

The report was received as information.

Historical Resources and Museum Advisory Board:
Ms. Simes had provided a written report due to her absence at this meeting.  The last meeting was on 5/28.  The WWII Veterans Exhibit at the COR Museum opened 6/7 and the Time Warp Annual Fundraiser was held that evening.  The Mordecai Visitor Center Dedication is 6/18.  The committees are working on ideas for additional programming, a new strategic plan and ways to communicate events associated with the HRM Program.  The next meeting is 6/25.

AD HOC COMMITTEE REPORT:
Wooten Meadows SIP:
Ms. Hoverstad reported the committee had not met yet and will meet in June or July

DIRECTOR’S REPORT – RECEIVED

Ms. Sauer made the following report:

City Council Updates:
May 20, 2014
JOHN CHAVIS PARK – GIFT – PRESENTED

David Diaz and Dan Nelson of the Downtown Raleigh Alliance presented the City and South Park neighborhood with a large painting of the Chavis Park Carousel with the City skyline in the background.  Mr. Diaz presented the painting to Lonette Williams pointing out it shows a great view from Southeast Raleigh.

HORSESHOE FARM NATURE PRESERVE – PHASE ONE CONSTRUCTION – BID AWARDED TO FRED SMITH COMPANY – APPROVED

On April 10, 2014, four bids for the Houseshoe Farm Nature Preserve Phase One construction project were received.  The Law and Public Safety Committee has conducted the statutory hearing for the one bid withdrawal.

· Fred Smith Company - $1,859,081 (Base Bid plus selected Alternates)

· D. H. griffin - $1,951,500 (Base Bid plus selected Alternates)

· Harrod and Associates - $2,065,200 (Base Bid plus selected Alternates)

· Hurley Group – Bid Withdrawn

ABBOTTS CREEK PARK – BARNHILL CONTRACTING COMPANY GMP 2 AMENDMENT – APPROVED

Wake County, Wake County Public School System and the City of Raleigh entered into an interlocal agreement on August 20, 2010 for the planning and development of Abbotts Creek Elementary School and Abbotts Creek Community Center and Park on the Durant Road site.  GMP 2 includes Small Disadvantaged Minority and Women Owned Business participation of 25.4%, exceeding the City’s 15% goad.  The combined GMP 1 and 2 and associated CMAR fees for Barnhill Contracting result in a total budget of $11,348,030.  Fund are appropriated from the 2007 Parks Bond, supplemented by WCPSS reimbursement for shared cost components as provided in the interlocal agreement.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD JOHN CHAVIS MEMORIA PARK – REVISED MASTER PLAN – APPROVED

June 17, 2014
RALEIGH ARTS PLAN – CONSULTING CONTRACT – APPROVED

At the April 15, 2014 City Council meeting, staff presented the results of a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) process to assist the City in creating a comprehensive Arts Plan.  The RFP review process resulted in a ranked list of four finalist firms.  Staff requested authorization to negotiate a contract with the ranked firms, in order, as follows:

(1) The Culture Planning Group (San Diego, CA)

(2) Millier, Dickinson, Blais (Toronto, Ontario, Canada)

(3) Metris Arts Consulting (Easton, PA)

(4) Lord Cultural Resources (New York City, NY)

SPECIAL ITEMS
PROPOSED 2014 PARKS BOND REFERENDUM – CAPITAL IMPLEMENTATION PROJECTS – APPROVED WITHOUT $2.8 MILLION INCLUDED

During the June 3, 2014 Council meeting, the City Council directed administration to move forward with a potential bond referendum scenario (Scenario 3) in the amount of $91,775,000 and to include the Falls Lake Whitewater Park in the total referendum amount at a cost of $2.9 million.  Council directed the item be placed on this agenda for final direction on moving forward with a bond referendum for the projects.

PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD

Steven Hepler was reappointment to the PRGAB.

Announcements (Dedications, Public Meetings, etc.)
Committee Meetings:
The Parks Committee will present Private Use of Park Space on Thursday, July 10 at 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. at the Anne Gordon Center for Active Adults.  The public is invited to offer comment on Private Use of Park Space at this meeting.  This meeting will replace the regular scheduled Parks Committee meeting scheduled for Thursday, July 3 at the Jaycee Module.

The GWUT Greenway & Urban Trees Committee and BPAC Committee will meet in July on a date and at a location to be determined.

Public Meetings/Events:
July 17 – 6:00 pm:  Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board regularly scheduled meeting on Thursday, July 17, will begin at 6:00 p.m. and will be held at the Jaycee Module, 2401 Wade Avenue.

Dedications:
Halifax Community Center Dedication

Wednesday, June 25 at 5:30 pm

1014 Halifax Street

Mt. Hope Cemetery Ribbon Cutting
Thursday, September 4 at 10:00 am

Mt. Hope Cemetery

Ms. Sauer reported the Summer Camp season started this week with 18,000 children enrolled in camps.

CHAIR REPORT – RECEIVED

Chairperson Siran reported the Sir Walter Awards selection committee meeting will be held on July 10.  The awards will be presented on September 2 at CAM.  She asked for a volunteer to serve on the selection committee.  No one volunteered at this point.

Chairperson Siran referred to the Trolley tour the previous Saturday and thanked staff for organizing the tour.

Chairperson Siran indicated the Mordecai Information Center was dedicated the previous day.  She indicated the center is beautiful and thanked staff for all the work on this project.

Chairperson Siran indicated she was running on Walnut Creek Greenway and met Brian Johnson who thanked staff for the hard work and dedication of staff in responding to a SeeClickFix.
BOARD COMMENTS – RECEIVED

Mr. Moore commended staff for seeing issues coming referring to races and road closures.  He indicated staff was quick to see rules and regulations were needed for the greenways and was glad staff was in front of that issue.  He felt the solution is not to have the races in other places but felt the solution is to cut down on the number of those events.  He stressed Raleigh does not need to be put on the map, Raleigh is already on the map.
Mr. Turner indicated it is great things are being done to get people active which is great for the overall health of our community.  He indicated he is leading a greenway ride at Lions Park starting at Milburnie Road that will last approximately 3 hours.  Mr. Turner noted his son just finished up his baseball season noting staff was always very professional and the program was well run.  All the officials were fair and felt this is a wonderful program.  Mr. Turner noted the August meeting will be his last meeting.

Mr. Buffkin referred to the Trolley tour noting this was a really enjoyable time.  He stated this was an opportunity to see the special cultural resources in Raleigh.  He referred to the Parks Bond referendum noting he supports it fully and questioned what members can do unofficially or officially to support it.  Ms. Sauer explained members will have an official role and citizen volunteers are relied upon to advocate for the bonds.  She noted there will be discussions coming up on the role the board will play.

Mr. Jackson indicated he had enjoyed working with the PRGAB noting there are a lot of find individuals serving.

Mr. Surasky thanked staff for bringing the planning and design guidelines together and listening to the committee at the meeting last week.  He thanked the City of Raleigh for helping out with the Special Olympics the first weekend in June.  He indicated they may be looking at using one of the City of Raleigh’s aquatics centers in the future.
Mr. Tillett stated it was a pleasure to work with Mr. Jackson.

Ms. Hoverstad indicated, being a Raleigh native, she was surprised she didn’t know more about the City.  She stated she enjoyed the Trolley tour.  She indicated, beginning in June, Shelley Lake Greenway was a mess.  She thanked staff for keeping it open and for the way the cleanup was handled.  Ms. Hoverstad indicated she met a senior citizen who indicated she enjoyed the Marsh Creek Dance program and makes a point of going 2 times per week.

ADJOURNMENT

Upon motion of Mr. Turner, seconded by Mr. Chaudhuri, unanimously passed, the meeting was adjourned at 7:03 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Brenda Hunt
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