PARKS, RECREATION & GREENWAY

ADVISORY BOARD

JANUARY 16, 2014
MINUTES
The Parks, Recreation & Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB) met on Thursday, January 16, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. at Carolina Pines Community Center, 2305 Lake Wheeler Road, Raleigh, NC with the following present:




Kimberly Siran, presiding




Richard Bostic




Steve Hepler




Jennifer Hoverstad




Lorenzo Jackson




Rodger Koopman




Thomas Moore




Scott Reston




Kevin Seymour




Amy Simes




Mike Surasky




Johnny Tillett




Mark Turner

Excused:

Jay Chaudhuri



Robert Putze

Staff Present:  Diane Sauer, Giavonia Harris, Scott Payne, Stephen Bentley, Brenda Hunt, Kim Kittner, Carmen Rayfield, Wayne Schindler, Chris Frelke, Dick Bailey, Cindy Trumbower,  Billy Jackson, Tonya McNeil, Ken Hisler, Steve White
Chairperson Siran called the meeting to order at 6:03pm with discussion and actions as follows:

PUBLIC COMMENTS – NONE RECEIVED

This was an opportunity for the public to speak.  No one asked to be heard.

PRESENTATIONS
CAROLINA PINES COMMUNITY CENTER – WELCOME AND OVERVIEW

Tonya McNeil, Recreation Facility and Program Supervisor for Carolina Pines Community Center, welcomed members to the center and pointed out recent changes to the facility.

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION – SENIOR ADULT VOLUNTEER GENE MCCABE RECOGNIZED

Cindy Trumbower introduced Gene McCabe noting he had been an outstanding volunteer in the senior adult program.  There are more than 43 senior clubs in the system and all leaders are volunteers who give a lot of time to this effort.
Steve White, Senior Programs Director, indicated there are over 2,000 participates involved in the senior programs that began in the 1950’s.  There are people in each of the 43 clubs that are leaders who help coordinate programs and serve as liaisons to club members.  He stressed it takes a very special person to be a club leader.  Mr. White indicated Mr. McCabe has passion and commitment to the seniors of First Cosmopolitan Baptist Church.

Chairperson Siran presented Mr. McCabe with a certificate expressing the PRGAB appreciation for Mr. McCabe’s efforts.

FEES AND CHARGES – PRESENTED
Ken Hisler, Recreation Superintendent, reported the PRGAB annually reviews the fees and charges schedule of fees managed by the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources Department.  Staff reviewed the 2014 fees including art studios, staffed and non-staffed facilities, picnic shelters, specialty fees, Moore and Nash Square, Anderson Point, Tucker House, Mordecai, facilities at Durant Nature Park, Walnut Creek Wetland Center, City of Raleigh Museum and Pullen Park.  The proposed charges were outlined in information included in members’ packets.  It was reported this was reviewed by the Fees and Charges Committee and approval was recommended.  Mr. Koopman reported there was zero attendance when the charges were reviewed indicating the public’s support of the charges as proposed.  Scott Payne indicated the proposed fees and charges were posted at all sites and no comments were received.  
END OF PRESENTATIONS
MINUTES – DECEMBER 19, 2013 – APPROVED AS AMENDED
Members received a copy of the December 19, 2013 minutes prior to the meeting.  Mr. Bostic indicated the word “stations” should replace “stages” on page 3, first sentence. Mr. Surasky requested he be included as an attendee at the meeting on page 6 were the comments merged together. Mr. Turner moved approval of the minutes with amendments as noted.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Surasky, unanimously passed.  Chairperson Siran ruled the motion adopted.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Standing Committees:

Fletcher Volunteer Awards Committee:
Chairperson Siran reported the awards ceremony will be held on Tuesday, May 13, 2014.  A time needs to be chosen for the committee to review the nominees.  Members of that committee, in addition to Ms. Siran, are Ms. Hoverstad, Mr. Koopman and Mr. Reston.  She provided dates and times for the committee to choose from for the meeting and requested that members advise staff of their preferred date by February 7.

GWUT/Greenway and Urban Trees Committee:
Mr. Surasky reported the committee did not meet.  Chairperson Siran stated the issue of dogs in parks was on the City Council agenda and she presented the PRGAB’s recommendations.  There was some feedback from the City Council and the item was referred to the City Council’s Public Works Committee.  The item will be discussed at the Public Works Committee on Tuesday, January 28.  Ms. Sauer explained citizens will be allowed to speak at the Public Works Committee meeting.  Staff will make a presentation and go through the process that has taken place to this point.  The Public Works Committee’s recommendation will go back to the City Council for any final action.  PRGAB members were encouraged to attend the Public Works Committee meeting.
Ms. Sauer referred to the item relating to the Urban Forestry Ordinance and Guidelines Review noting a report will be coming back to the full PRGAB.  GWUT has worked hard on these guidelines and will be coming back to the PRGAB in 2-3 months.  She indicated the guidelines would have to be reviewed by the City Attorney.

Ad-hoc Committees
Fees and Charges Committee:

Mr. Koopman again noted no one from the public attended the committee’s meeting and suggested going forward with adoption of the recommendations of the Committee.

Mr. Moore moved approval of the 2014 Fees and Charges as recommended.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Turner, unanimously passed.  Chairperson Siran ruled the motion adopted.

Liaison Representatives
Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Commission:

Ms. Simes reported the Commission would be meeting the following Monday night in the Council Chamber from 5:00 – 6:00 p.m.   She stated the City has a grant from Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program to build 27 miles of on-road bike facilities involving 22 projects.  The design is underway and discussion will include all projects.  Upcoming meetings will relate to more specific projects at various locations.
Chavis Conversations PLG:
Mr. Bostic reported this group is on tract and work will be completed by March, 2014.  Amendments were made at their last meeting to include public comments received at the forum.  Other adjustments were made and will see revised copies on February 25.  He looked forward to handing this to the PRGAB in March with a vote in April.  He felt it is a good plan and was proud to be a part of this effort.  He felt the committee worked hard and are ready to move this item forward.  

Mr. Jackson also indicated the committee had done a tremendous job on this item and endured working on this project for over one year but now it is coming together.  He felt it was good for the members to be able to express themselves.  He commended the groups that worked on this committee.

City of Raleigh Historical Cemeteries Advisory Board:
Wayne Schindler reported the board met on Monday, January 13 at 5:30 p.m. and the Tucker House.  Renovations for O’Rorke Catholic Cemetery were approved and staff was directed to proceed to remove the old chain-link perimeter fencing and adjacent plantings and install an aluminum picket fence maintaining the pedestrian gate on Lane Street and providing a combination vehicle/pedestrian gate at the Pender Street entrance.  Sod will be installed under the new fencing.  The recommendation from the Landscape Committee was also reviewed to plant several trees at O’Rorke Catholic Cemetery in the public rights-of-way of both Pender Street and Lane Street adjacent to the cemetery and that one tree be installed to replace the large oak that was recently removed just inside the cemetery fence along Tarboro Road.  The Urban Forester will review tree species on the Tarboro Road side to bring back for consideration.  
Mr. Schindler explained the main topic of discussion at the board meeting related to Hillcrest Cemetery that was referred to the board by the City Council on September 17, 2013.  The chair summarized the recent meeting he attended with Bruce Lightner who is the owner.  The purpose was to clarify Mr. Lightner’s request and it was determined Mr. Lightner requests that the City take over mowing maintenance.  Several had visited and commented on the current conditions of the cemetery.  The Board developed a topical list of items to include in a response back to City Council and asked staff to prepare a draft review at the next board meeting.  The board will meet next month on February 10 at 5:30 p.m. at the Tucker House.

System Plan Planning Committee:
Ms. Siran reported the committee will meet on February 13, 2014 at Carolina Pines Community Center.

Historical Resources and Museum Advisory Board:
Ms. Simes reported there would be free tours at Mordecai tomorrow from 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., every 30 minutes.

Sierra/Lineberry Drive Planning Committee:
Mr. Tillett reported the next meeting would be January 21, 2014 at Carolina Pines Community Center.
Environmental Award Jury:
Mr. Hepler reported the Jury would meet March 17, 2014.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT – RECEIVED

Ms. Sauer reported the new PRGAB’s Council Liaison is Wayne Maiorano.  She further indicated the next few months the PRGAB will be very busy and have a lot of things to be discussed with longer meetings.  She reviewed the major items that will be coming up and urged members to be sure they attend.

City Council Updates:

January 7, 2014

CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT AWARD – NEUSE RIVER TRAIL – FINAL SECTION – APPROVED

The Neuse River Trail – Horseshoe Bend greenway section, the final section of the Neuse River Trail, was publicly bid on November 6, 2013 and three bids were received.  The low bidder is Fred Smith Company II, LLC of Raleigh.  Staff recommends the construction contract be awarded to Fred Smith Company II, LLC with the total contract amount being $819,950.  Hine Sitework, Inc. of Goldsboro had the second lowest bid of $939,661 and The Hurley Group, LLC of Durham had the third lowest bid of $968,091.  Funding is appropriated in the project budget.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD – PROHIBITION OF DOGS AND OTHER PETS – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
On November 21, 2013 the PRGAB voted unanimously to recommend the prohibition of dogs and other pets from the following areas in the parks system:  playground areas, athletic fields (fenced and unfenced), tennis courts, basketball courts, volleyball courts, horseshoe pits and other areas as designated by the Department Director.  The PRGAB also seeks authorization from the City Council to add to the current work plan the opportunity to work with staff to research and review the development of additional dog parks and dog areas.

ENVIRONMENTAL AWARDS 2014 – STEVE HEPLER WILL REPRESENT THE PRGAB

Announcements (Dedications, Public Meetings, etc.)

Committee Meetings:
The Parks Committee will not meet on Thursday, February 6 at 5:30 p.m.
The GWUT/Greenway and Urban Trees Committee will not meet on Thursday, January 13, 2013 at 12:00 noon.

Public Meetings/Events:

Tuesday, January 21 – 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.:  The Sierra/Lineberry Citizen Planning Committee will meet at Carolina Pines Community Center.

The Historic Cemetery Advisory Board will meet on February 10, 2014, 5:30 p.m. at the Tucker House, 418 N. Person Street, downtown Raleigh.

Tuesday, February 25 – 6:00-8:30 p.m.:  Chavis Public Leadership Group meting, Chavis Community Center.

CHAIR REPORT – RECEIVED
Chairperson Siran noted members received an article relating to Private Businesses in Public Parks.  Scott Payne explained this issue relates to growing demand for public space for private use noting the department is aware of this and requests have been received.  He noted a good policy position has not been set and the City Council has given the PRGAB the opportunity to review this.  The City Attorney has been contacted on the legal status to make a policy on this issue and the business license part of this and risk management must also be considered.  This will go to the Parks Committee at their meeting in March and background information will be received at that time.  This will be similar to what was done with greenway race events.

Mr. Turner moved referral of this item to the Parks Committee.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman, unanimously passed.  Chairperson Siran ruled the motion adopted.

Retreat:  Ms. Siran referred to the upcoming PRGAB Retreat noting members should advise if they would like items added to the agenda.  Date and location have not been determined at this point.  Ms. Sauer indicated retreats are usually in March.
BOARD COMMENTS – RECEIVED
Mr. Tillett thanked staff for their hard work and wished everyone a Happy New Year.  He indicated he liked having meetings in various locations.  He also agreed with the 6:00 p.m. meeting time.

Mr. Turner referred to the woman who recently died on the greenway when a tree fell on her.  He felt it would be a good idea to come up with a way to have some type of memorial to recognize her and is looking into grants, etc, to see if that can be done to reach out to the family.
Mr. Moore referred to comments from Mayor McFarlane relating to use of vacant buildings in shopping centers for playground areas as done at Greystone Shopping Center.  He felt this is a wonderful idea and hoped this is pursued.  He felt there are shopping centers that could a boost of this type and this helps both the shopping center and the community.

Mr. Surasky liked moving the meetings to various locations.

Mr. Seymour indicated the lady that died on the greenway had connection to his church and she was there when the church began.

Mr. Seymour apologized for his lack of attendance in the past; however, noted he is now in school at Duke University Divinity School.

Mr. Reston reported on the  Neuse River Greenway crowd funding project noting they hit 60% of the total which was a good success for a new idea.  

Mr. Jackson referred to the Chavis Heights Board noting quite a few felt it did serve the community well.

Mr. Hepler echoed comments relating to the lady that died on the greenway.

Mr. Bostic requested that members receive a tour of this facility (Carolina Pines Center) following the meeting.

Mr. Koopman liked the 6:00 p.m. meetings at different locations.

Mr. Koopman indicated he is a certified field hockey umpire and we have 2 of the top ranked high schools just down the road that give substantial scholarships to get good talent noting both Duke and Chapel Hill have teams.  He stated some women get good scholarships based on field hockey skills and the organizations will provide guidance for municipalities that want to set up field hockey programs.  He stated there are 2 top field hockey schools just down the road and those coaches would provide support and felt this would be interesting to pursue.  He suggested this as a topic for the retreat.

Ms. Simes indicated the Northeast CAC discussed speeding bicycles on greenways and not alerting pedestrians they are coming.  Mr. Moore suggested possibly installing “Be Aware of Your Speed” signs.  Mr. Payne stated this is an item the greenway staff is discussing and Mr. Lebsock is looking at this.  This is an initiative that would be taken on working with the Bike Committee alerting them there is a speed limit in the code and that message should be shared with bikers and walkers.  That is a campaign being taken on this year.  Mr. Surasky stated this is an issue where bikers want to go faster than 10 mph and possibly there needs to be bikeways where bikers are the only ones on there and in any event the public needs to be educated.  Mr. Turner indicated the Greenway Volunteers remind bikers of speed limits.  Ms. Sauer stated this is an item we can consider and could be a PRGAB work plan item.
Ms. Hoverstad encouraged PRGAB members to take the coaches cards to family and friends for them to be a part of this awesome opportunity.  

ADJOURNMENT

Upon motion of Mr. Tillett, seconded by Mr. Koopman, unanimously passed, the meeting was adjourned at 6:59 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Brenda Hunt
