PARKS, RECREATION & GREENWAY 
ADVISORY BOARD

SEPTEMBER 18, 2014

MINUTES

The Parks, Recreation & Greenway Advisory Board met on Thursday, September 18, 2014 in the City Council Chamber, 222 W. Hargett Street at 6:00 p.m. with the following present:

Kimberly Siran, presiding





Clodagh Lyons-Bastian





Richard Bostic

Patrick Buffkin





Jay Chaudhuri





Steve Hepler

Rodger Koopman

David Millsaps

Thomas Moore

Scott Reston

Amy Simes





Mike Surasky





Johnny Tillett

Excused:


Jennifer Hoverstad





Mark Turner

Staff:
Diane Sauer, Giavonia Harris, Scott Payne, Matthew Keough, Wayne Schindler, Sally Thigpen, Zach Manor, Stephen Bentley, Dick Bailey, Billy Jackson, Kim Kittner, Emily Ander, Brenda Hunt
Chairperson Siran called the meeting to order at 6:01pm with discussion and action taken as shown:

PUBLIC COMMENTS – NONE RECEIVED

No one was asked to be heard.

PRESENTATIONS
SIERRA/LINEBERRY DRIVE MASTER PLAN – PRESENTATION – TO BE PLACED ON OCTOBER AGENDA AS ACTION ITEM
Matthew Keough, Senior Park Planner, provided an overview of the Sierra/Lineberry Drive Master Plan.  He reviewed the history of the plan and noted this would provide an opportunity for input by citizens into the best plan possible.  This is a neighborhood park.  He reviewed the location of the park in Southwest Raleigh located between Lake Wheeler Road and Trailwood Drive at the intersection of Sierra Drive and Lineberry Drive.  The property was purchased by the City in 2009.  Other available parks in the area were pointed out.  Facilities within walking distance of ½ mile radius is lacking in this area.  The master plan is to be the long range plan for development or what should be in the park.  The master plan is based on a consensus forming process and to establish a consensus, a citizen planning committee is appointed by the City Council.  Members of the committee were introduced.  Mr. Keough stated this is a team process noting he and Emily Ander work on design development.  He introduced the consultant team with the principal consultant being Eric Davis.
Mr. Davis introduced Charlie Bradley, Project Manager and Jeff Israel, Landscape Designer who also worked on this plan.  Mr. Davis reviewed the master plan in detail.  The park consists of 2 ½ acres and pointed out other parks in this part of Raleigh including Carolina Pines Park, Peach Road Park, Lake Johnson and Lake Wheeler, all within 5 miles of this park.  The park planning process was reviewed with final master plan approval scheduled for November by the City Council.  Mr. Davis indicated so far existing conditions, visioning, development concepts and plan options had been analyzed.  He reviewed in detail all aspects of what  was involved in getting to this point in the process noting they had been accessible to the citizens in the community including 5 planning committee meetings and 3 public workshops.  They are continuing to work with the planning committee.
Jason Hibbets, a member of the Citizens Planning Committee, indicated the process used to formulate this plan was excellent.  The group talked about the best use of the available space and the fact they wanted the park to be multipurpose and available to all.  Discussions also related to the fact this would be a multigenerational park and not just for the youth.  The favorite value selected by the committee was “fun”.
Shawna, member of the Citizens Planning Committee, stated in working on a vision statement, they wanted a place where people would be able to have parties, would be accessible and would be safe.  Parking amenities were reviewed.  The group also discussed preservation of native plant species as well as a garden area.
Charlie Bradley spoke regarding the concept plan for the park.   They started with multiple concept diagrams and many options and through meetings designed the preferred concept plan.  He pointed out on a map available at the meeting the covered canopy areas with restrooms, grill areas, etc.  The plan encourages young families to come and spend time at the park.  The playground area would serve children from 5-12.  The hard surface multipurpose court was pointed out.  The event space, multipurpose lawn, etc. were also pointed out.  Environmental stewardship was addressed located by the wildlife meadow area.  Site access was reviewed in detail.  He indicated this is a great example of how the park process and workshops really shape design.  Park development priorities were reviewed in detail.
Mr. Bradley reviewed the timeline from this point with City Council adopted at the November 18, 2014 City Council meeting.

CHAIRPERSON SIRAN OPENED THE FLOOR FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS

No one asked to be heard.

Mr. Buffkin questioned whether the trees shown on the plan along Sierra Drive are existing with Mr. Bradley noting these are street trees that must be planted in order to provide a buffer.  
Mr. Tillett thanked all involved for their work on this project noting the group agreed on everything.  The public was in agreement with the committee’s recommendations and resulted in a great plan.  

Mr. Surasky questioned the length of the loop trail with Mr. Bradley responding 1/8 mile.  Chairperson Siran indicated loop trails are ADA accessible and questioned if this was considered in the play areas.  Mr. Bradley indicated the play surfaces will be wheelchair accessible which was one of the goals.  Mr. Surasky encouraged installation of more bike racks at each entrance.
Chairperson Siran thanked those involved for their hard work noting this is an excellent plan.  The PRGAB will hear this again at the next meeting and take action at that time.

It was noted there is an online poll relating to naming the park.  The 2 choices are Sierra Lineberry Park and Rhamkatte Park.  It was explained Lake Wheeler Road was originally called Rhamkatte Road.  Ms. Sauer advised the PRGAB the name could be part of the recommendation to City Council noting both names fit requirements for naming a park.

URBAN FORESTRY CODE AND CITY TREE MANUAL UPDATES – PRESENTATION – TO BE PLACED ON OCTOBER AGENDA AS ACTION ITEM
Sally Thigpen, Assistant Parks Superintendent, and Zach Manor, Urban Forester were present to review this item.  City Code Chapter 8 and the City Tree Manual were involved in the updates.  One year was spent by the GWUT Committee taking a hard look at these two documents.  Also internal staff, other departments, the City Attorney and external agencies including the N. C Urban Forestry Division were involved.  The documents were originally adopted in 1991 and many changes have been made in those 24 years.  The desire was to make these documents more user friendly and to fill in gaps, particularly in enforcement.  The Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) adopted one year ago created new responsibilities for this division and they now have a significant role in reviewing, planning and maintenance of these areas.  It was noted trees have become the symbol of Raleigh.  Reasons why what this division does were reviewed.  The division consists of 1 urban forester, 1 tree crew supervisor, 1 tree planting coordinator, 2 urban preservation inspectors and 10 arborists.  Credentials for the staff of the division were reviewed with their jurisdiction covering all city owned or controlled property.  Why trees are good and the fact that trees are as important as streets or power lines were outlined.  Raleigh is called City of Oaks because of our urban forests.  Ms. Thigpen explained the documents were updated in order to hand something to contractors, citizens, etc. that they would understand.  The UDO developed design standards that enable trees in urban environments to survive and thrive and is already being done in Raleigh.

Mr. Manor reviewed what these documents mean for Raleigh, UDO street types, main City Code changes, etc.  He further reviewed changes included in the Tree Manual.  The timeline for the updates was reviewed as follows:

  
September 18 – Presentation & public comments at PRGAB


October 1 – Deadline for public comments


October 16 – Action item for PRBAG


November 5 – City Council for Approval

Mr. Manor indicated this information is also on the City’s website.

CHAIRPERSON SIRAN OPENED THE FLOOR FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS

No one asked to be heard.

Mr. Koopman indicated he was not aware habitat trees are for wildlife with Mr. Manor noting different species like different kinds of trees.  Mr. Moore thanked all involved for the hard work on this item noting it is quite important.  In response to questioning, Mr. Manor noted the documents are more approachable for citizens, developers and other departments.  

Mr. Surasky stated he never thought we would get to this point noting staff did an incredible job on this.   He did not think the City realizes how good of a tool this is and he had learned quite a lot serving on the GWUT committee.  He stated this is setting standards for the future and looking forward.  Mr. Bostic indicated the documents are very readable.  He questioned the various city divisions that work on trees and how they coordinate with Mr. Manor noting there are 3 groups involved – handling trees on right-of-way, tree conservation and Zoning that takes care of parking lots and all work closely.  
Mr. Koopman asked if the State creates any impediments with Mr. Manor noting there are some conflicts noting the State has separate standards for state maintained roads; however, the goal is to honor the spirit of the UDO.  

Chairperson Siran indicated she uses the Tree Manual at times and this document is very usable noting it was a pleasure working with all involved on this item.  She thanked the GWUT Committee that put a lot of time into this issue.  She explained the PRGAB would be voting on this item at the October meeting and sending a recommendation forward to the City Council.

2014-2015 PRGAB OFFICERS – KIMBERLY SIRAN APPOINTED CHAIR – MIKE SURASKY APPOINTED VICE-CHAIR
It was reported that Ms. Siran and Mr. Surasky had both been nominated for chair and vice-chair.  Mr. Surasky recused himself from the chair position.
Mr. Moore moved that Ms. Siran be appointed chair and Mr. Surasky be appointed vice-chair.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman, unanimously passed.  Chairperson Siran ruled the motion adopted.  Ms. Siran thanked members for the vote noting it had been a pleasure to serve.  Mr. Surasky thanked whoever nominated him and indicated Mr. Reston had done an excellent job as vice-chair.
MINUTES – JULY 17, 2014 – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mr. Chaudhuri indicated his name should be added as an attendee.  Mr. Surasky moved approval of the July 17, 2014 minutes with this amendment.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman, unanimously passed.  Chairperson Siran ruled the motion adopted.

STANDING COMMITTEES
Parks Committee:
Private Use of Parks:  Mr. Buffkin reported the committee met on September 4 and approved the policy regarding the private use of parks.  He explained any use of parks for profit be subject to an annual registration and permit requirements.  This document now goes to the City Attorney to put into City Code form and will be back before the PRGAB at the October meeting and as an action item referred to the City Council in November.

Fletcher Volunteer Awards Committee:
Ms. Siran reported the committee did not meet but they are getting ready to kick off another season of that committee.  The event will be held in the Fletcher Theater and there are 2 dates in May being considered.  She indicated if anyone has in interest in serving they should advise her.

GWUT/Greenway and Urban Trees Committee:
Greenway Design Guidelines:  Mr. Surasky reported with the committee met on July 31 with the BPAC group about the Greenway Design Guidelines manual.  They finished going through the document and decided on the next steps.  There was discussion about this coming to the PRGAB in October but wanted to give the consultant more time to review and make corrections; therefore, it will be presented to this PRGAB in November.

LIAISON MEMBER REPORTS

Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Commission:
Ms. Simes reported the commission met on September 13.  Discussion took place relating to concerns about intersections.  She advised if anyone had concern about any particular intersection to send an email to BikeRaleigh@raleighnc.gov.  She reported the commission also discussed the Walkable Plan.   The NC Bike Tournament will be held on October 10-12 in Greensboro.

City of Raleigh Historical Cemeteries Advisory Board:
Mr. Schindler reported the Board did not meet in September but the Board was active.  A celebration and ribbon cutting was held at Mt. Hope Cemetery on September 4 to commemorate the cleanup efforts that occurred after the tornado.  The work was recently completed. There will be a similar event at City Cemetery on October 2 at 10:00 a.m.  Mr. Schindler indicated the Landscape Committee met on September 8 at the Tucker House and had a site visit at City Cemetery to look at planting sites.  They are working on looking at potential landscape opportunities at all 3 cemeteries.  

The next board meeting will be on October 13, 2014 at the Tucker House at 5:30 p.m.

Historical Resources and Museum Advisory Board:
Ms. Simes reported the board met on August 27 with City Manager Ruffin Hall to discuss the 6 focuses the City Council came up with in strategic planning.  There was a new exhibit during the Blue Grass festival at the Raleigh Museum.  She urged members to attend Fall Back in Time that will take place at Mordecai.
Raleigh Arts Plan:
Mr. Hepler reported the group met this week on Tuesday evening with staff and 32 people plus the planning group present.  This was the beginning of a yearlong process.  There will be town meetings on November 17-20 in various locations.  He indicated this is a great process and will be finished in June, 2015.  

DIRECTOR’S REPORT – RECEIVED

Ms. Sauer made the following report:

August 5, 2014

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS

RALEIGH TENNIS ASSOCIATION – DONATION – RECEIVED

Ms. Beam, President of the RTA, presented the City of Raleigh with a check for $40,000 to be used for tennis court resurfacing.  PRCR Director Sauer thanked the Association for its very generous contribution, noting that the RTA has been a true partner with the City of Raleigh for about 10 years, and a true advocate for tennis

PARKS, RECREATION AND CULTURAL RESOURCES – JOHN REX ENDOWMENT GRANT – EXECUTION OF LETTER OF AGREEMENT AUTHORIZED - APPROVED

Notification is received from the John Rex Endowment that the City is awarded a grant to implement a pilot healthy eating initiative for children participating in summer camp and afterschool programs.  Staff will work with the Wake County Public School System to increase community access to parks and playground facilities in identified play deserts, thereby increasing active living opportunities for the citizens of Raleigh.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

2014 BOND REFERENDUM – BOND ADVOCACY COMMITTEE – MEMBERSHIP ROSTER APPROVED – PUBLIC EDUCATION PROCESS AUTHORIZED

At the July 15, 2014 Council meeting, final approvals were adopted to proceed with a November 4, 2014 Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Resources Bond Referendum.  Traditionally the City Council has supported the creation of a Bond Advocacy Committee to assist with community outreach, education, and fundraising for communications materials in support of the upcoming bond (i.e., signage, print materials and media placement).  Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Resources staff has prepared a recommended membership roster of advocacy committee members for consideration.

September 2, 2014

RALEIGH ARTS PLAN – STEERING COMMITTEE APPROVED AS AMENDED

The City is beginning development of the Raleigh Arts Plan, a long-term master plan for the development of arts and culture throughout the community.  The Raleigh Arts Plan, as referenced by and as a supplement to the 2030 Comprehensive Plan, will provide a roadmap for programmatic, operational and financial strategies to advance Raleigh towards becoming the Southern Capital of Arts and Culture.  Based on assessment of current arts assets, stakeholder participation, community vision and Raleigh’s unique opportunities as one of the fastest growing, most desirable communities in the country, the Raleigh Arts Plan will present a portfolio of flexible strategies to advance the realization of our arts community’s interests.

APPOINTMENTS –

Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board – Clodagh Lyons-Bastia

September 16, 2014

GRANT – NC URBAN FOREST COUNCIL – LEGACY TREE FUND  - APPROVED

The City has been awarded a Legacy Tree Fund grant by the NC Urban Forest Council to use toward habitat restoration along the Upper and Lower Walnut Creek Greenway trails.   Invasive species will be removed and native tree species will be planted by City staff and multiple volunteer groups.   The trees planting events will occur in November 2014.  This grant was approved by the Grants Committee on May 8, 2014. 

Crabtree Creek West Greenway-Professional Services Contract Approval - APPROVED 

The Crabtree Creek West Greenway (Lindsay Dr. to Umstead) is a proposed two-mile connection that extends from the current Crabtree Creek Trail terminus at Lindsay Drive to the eastern boundary of Umstead State Park.  This greenway connection is the final segment of the Crabtree Creek Trail and it will link the American Tobacco Trail in western Wake County with the Neuse River Trail serving communities in the east-central portion of Wale County.  

Announcements (Dedications, Public Meetings, etc.)

Committee Meetings:

Parks Committee – will meet October 2, 2014 from 5:30-6:30 p.m. at the Jaycee Park Module.

The next joint Greenway and Urban Trees Committee and Bicycle and Pedestrian Planning Committee has not been scheduled at this time.   

Fletcher Awards – No meeting scheduled 

Public Meetings/Events:

Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board will meet in October 13th.  

Dedications:

Raleigh City Cemetery Celebration - Thursday, October 2nd at 10:00 am 

September 16, 2014
GRANT – NC URBAN FOREST COUNCIL – LEGACY TREE FUND – APPROVED
The City has been awarded a Legacy Tree Fund grant by the NC Urban Forest Council to use toward habitat restoration along the Upper and Lower Walnut Creek Greenway trails.  Invasive species will be removed and native tree species will be planted by City staff and multiple volunteer groups.  The trees planting events will occur in November 2014.  This grant was approved by the Grants Committee on May 8, 2014

CRABTREE CREEK WEST GREENWAY – PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT APPROVAL – APPROVED

The Crabtree Creek West Greenway is a proposed two mile connection that extends from the current Crabtree Creek Trail terminus at Lindsay Drive to the eastern boundary of Umstead State Park.  This greenway connection is the final segment of the Crabtree Creek Trail and it will link the American Tobacco Trail in western Wake County with the Neuse River trail serving communities in the east central portion of Wake County.

Announcements

Committee Meetings:

Parks Committee will meet October 2, 2014 from 5:30 -6:30 at Jaycee Park Module.

The next joint Greenway and Urban Trees Committee and BPAC has not been scheduled at this time.

Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board will meet on October 13.

Raleigh City Cemetery Celebration – Thursday, October 2 at 10:00 a.m.

Parks Bond Issue:
Mr. Bentley indicated there had been 20 presentations relating to the Parks Bond Issue and during the next 3 weeks there will be 20 more.  He reported everything is moving forward well.  He advised members if they have a group desiring a presentation to advise him.

CHAIR REPORT – RECEIVED
Chairperson Siran reported Jennifer Hoverstad had a baby girl and would be absent and excused from this meeting.

BOARD COMMENTS – RECEIVED

Mr. Chaudhuri indicated he was excited the bond referendum is based on work done on the 20 year plan.  He indicated he was available to provide any help necessary.

Mr. Koopman reported the International Festival begins tomorrow.

Mr. Bostic stated he will be absent at the October meeting.  He indicated a good job was done on the Sierra/Lineberry plan.

Mr. Reston thanked Ms. Thigpen and Mr. Manor for their work on the GWUT committee.

Mr. Buffkin stated he had a nice time in Park City, Utah and spent a lot of time on their greenways.  Their greenways are wide with a stripe down the middle.  There is also public art.  He added that members should check out their greenways if they ever travel there as this was a nice example of how to do a great job with greenways.  He indicated the Bond Advocacy Committee is a really talented group of people.  He indicated this is a critical issue for the future of the parks in this City and encouraged members to get involved.

Mr. Hepler thanked Cassie who is doing a great job with the Arts Plan and asked members to participate in the town meetings.
Mr. Tillett congratulated the 2 newly elected officers of the PRGAB and noted Mr. Reston had done an excellent job. 

Ms. Simes indicated Mr. Buffkin did a great job at her CAC meeting presenting the Parks Bond information.  She also referred to the Marsh Creek facility which is new and is in need of more lighting.  

Mr. Surasky referred to the Mitchell Mill Road public meeting and concern was expressed about sidewalks going to the greenway trails.  He referred to International Walk to School Day and urged members to take part in this in their areas.

Mr. Millsaps indicated he was excited to be a new member of the PRGAB.

Ms. Lyons-Bastian indicated she was pleased to be a member of the PRGAB.

Chairperson Siran welcomed the new PRGAB members.  

ADJOURNMENT

Upon motion of Mr. Moore, seconded by Mr. Koopman, unanimously passed, the meeting was adjourned at 7:45 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Brenda Hunt
