PARKS, RECREATION & GREENWAY

ADVISORY BOARD

DECEMBER 11, 2014

MINUTES
The Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB) met on Thursday, December 11, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. Five Points Center for Active Adults, 2000 Noble Road, Raleigh, NC with the following present:




Kimberly Siran, presiding




Jay Chaudhuri




Richard Bostic




Patrick Buffkin




Jay Chaudhuri




Jennifer Hoverstad




Rodger Koopman




Clodagh Lyons-Bastian



David Millsaps




Thomas Moore




Scott Reston




Amy Simes




Mike Surasky

Excused:

Steve Hepler

Shane Medlin


Staff Present:  Diane Sauer, Scott Payne, Stephen Bentley, Giavonia Harris, Kim Kittner,  Billy Jackson, Ken Hisler, Cassie Schumacher-Georgopoulos, Wayne Schindler, Lisa Potts, Todd Milam, Dick Bailey, Matthew Keough, Brenda Hunt
Chairperson Siran called the meeting to order at 6:08 p.m. with discussion and actions taken as follows:

PUBLIC COMMENTS – NONE RECEIVED

This was an opportunity for the public to speak.  No one asked to be heard.

GREENWAY DESIGN GUIDELINES – REFERRED TO CITY COUNCIL FOR APPROVAL

Ms. Sauer explained a presentation was made of the proposed Greenway Design Guide at the previous meeting and the item is on the agenda for approval and referral to the City Council.

Ms. Lyons-Bastian asked if concerns expressed by Dr. Jean Spooner from the previous meeting were incorporated into the final document.  Mr. Milam indicated staff met with Dr. Spooner several times and her concerns were covered.

Mr. Buffkin referred to the discussion relating to safety where our greenways cross roadways.  He stated he had read the document and was satisfied it addresses safety in general.  National standards will be met at crossings.  He had talked to staff and was also satisfied staff will address issues as time goes on.

Mr. Reston moved approval of the Greenway Design Guide and referral to the City Council for their approval.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Hoverstad, unanimously passed.  Chairperson Siran ruled the motion adopted.

MINUTES – SEPTEMBER 18, 2014 – APPROVED
Members received a copy of minutes from the September 18, 2014 meeting in their packets.  Mr. Buffkin moved approval of the minutes.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Moore, unanimously passed.  Chairperson Siran ruled the motion adopted.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
STANDING COMMITTEES – REPORTS RECEIVED
Parks Committee – 

Private Use of Park Space:  

Mr. Buffkin reported he and Mr. Payne have a meeting with the City Attorney Monday afternoon and would have a report on the next PRGAB agenda.

Fletcher Volunteer Awards Committee – 

Chairperson Siran reported the Fletcher Awards will be held on Tuesday, May 12, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. at Fletcher Theater.  The deadline is February 13, 2015 for nominations.  She indicated Mike Surasky would be added to the Awards Committee.

GWUT/Greenway and Urban Trees Committee –

Mr. Surasky reported the Urban Forestry Ordinance and Guideline Review are close to being completed.

LIAISON REPRESENTATIVES – REPORTS RECEIVED

Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Commission –

Ms. Simes reported there was no meeting since the last PRGAB meeting.  The next meeting will be December 15.  The draft plan for Hillsborough Street Phase 2 between Glenwood Avenue and Rosemary Street will be received.
City of Raleigh Historical Cemeteries Advisory Board –

Mr. Schindler reported the Board met on Monday, December 8 at the Tucker House at 5:30 p.m.  The Board discussed and approved revisions to the meeting minutes from the November 10 meeting.

The Landscape Committee reported several members and department staff planted 300 bulbs at O’Rorke Catholic Cemetery this morning which completes planned landscape improvements at this cemetery.

The committee also reported on their further discussion of potential landscape improvements at City Cemetery.  The Committee developed a draft list of guiding principles to consider for landscaping introduced within and adjacent to City Cemetery.  The Landscape Committee will meet again on Monday, January 12 at 4:30 p.m. at the Tucker House.

The Maintenance Committee reported progress being made on a final draft of the maintenance management manual for our three historic cemeteries.  The committee plans to meet in January to review prior to presenting to the full board in February.

The Volunteer Committee did not meet.  Staff reported that we have two cemetery volunteers registered at this time.  Staff is finalizing a list of possible volunteer activities for review by the committee.  A meeting is to be scheduled by the committee chair.

The board continued discussion of local designation for City Cemetery and Mt. Hope Cemetery.  The remaining issue relates to criteria for the introduction of new or replacement monuments.  The Committee reviewed a draft protocol developed by the chair and distributed at last month’s meeting.  This issue was placed in the Maintenance Committee by the chair.  He asked that the committee develop the framework for a programmatic C.O.A. for review by the full board.

The board will not meet in January to allow committees to meet and finalize items to be brought forward at the net meeting scheduled for February.

Historical Resources and Museum Advisory Board –
Ms. Simes reported the board met on November 19 and worked on the annual work plan.  The next meeting is January 28 with no meeting in December.  She reported there was a great turn out for the Festival of Wreaths.  The Mordecai tour is weekend.

Raleigh Arts Plan –

Ms. Schumacher-Georgopoulos reported there would be a committee meeting the following Thursday.

Wooten Meadow Planning Committee –

Ms. Hoverstad reported the Wooten Meadow Citizen Planning Committee met Wednesday night, December 10 at Lake Lynn Community Center.  The first meeting focused on introducing the project team and committee members, project overview, initial park visioning and presentation of site conditions.
The CPC is expected to meet again towards the end of January, before hosting the first of three planned open houses/workshops during 2015.  Between meetings, public input will be gathered on discussion questions on-line and by committee members.  The committee will meet again in June.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT – RECEIVED

City Council Updates

December 2, 2015

Recognition and Special Awards
The Frankie Lemmon Foundation presented a $150,000 check in support of the development of the Sassafras All Children’s Playground.

Budget Review Schedule
The schedule notifies the public of the upcoming budget review process.  The City Council and the City Manager may revise or add to the schedule at a later date.

Pre-Budget Hearing by City Council:

January 6, 2015

City Council Budget Work Sessions:

February 26, 2015, 1:00 P.M.

March 19, 2015, 1:00 p.m.

April 2, 2015, 1:00 p.m.

Presentation of Proposed Operating Budget and Proposed Capital Improvement Program

May 19, 2015

Statutory Public Hearing:

Jun3 2, 2015, 4:00 p.m.

June 8, 2015, 4:00 p.m.

June 15, 2015, 4:00 p.m. (if needed)

June 22, 2015, 4:00 p.m. (if needed)

June 29, 2015, 4:00 p.m. (if needed)

Professional Service Contract – Sassafras Playground – DHM Design – Approved

The new Sassafras Playground, located at Laurel Hills Park, is a private and public partnership supported by appropriations in the Capital budget and privately raised funds.  The Frankie Lemmon Foundation serves as the fiscal agent for raising private funds.  The construction process will be a combination of contract work and community build efforts with in-kind donations.
Professional Services – Phase One Implementation – John Chavis Memorial Park Revised Master Plan – Clearscapes, P.A. – Approved

The Revised Master Plan for John Chavis Memorial Park was adopted in May 2015.  A request for qualifications to implement the first phase of the master plan was advertised in June 2014.  Ten Proposals were received.
Announcements

Committee Meetings:
The Parks Committee will meet January 8, 2015 – 6:00 – 7:30 p.m., Jaycee Park

                   Fees & Charges
                   Private Use of Park Space

Greenway and Urban Trees Committee will meet on January 8 at noon at Jaycee Module to begin discussion on Work Plan item related to Dog Parks.  
No Fletcher Volunteer Award Committee Meeting.

BOARD COMMENTS – RECEIVED

Mr. Buffkin questioned what is involved in the Fees and Charges committee.  Ms. Sauer explained it is a 3 meeting process generally and if the committee feels comfortable at that point they can move it to this Board and will go to the full PRGAB at their next meeting and then on to City Council.  Mr. Buffkin referred to timing and the fact this is so close to the holidays and we may not get an opportunity for the public to be fully informed.  Ms. Sauer indicated by the end of the next week staff will be notifying all stakeholders of any changes proposed.  The PRGAB meeting will also be an opportunity for public input.  
Ms. Sauer indicated that Prohibition of Dogs item has been referred back to the PRGAB as a Work Plan item and this item will be placed in the GWUT committee to continue work on.  Ms. Lyons-Bastian asked to be added to the Committee.  It was agreed to add her to the committee.

Mr. Koopman wished members happy holidays.
Ms. Lyons-Bastian wishes everyone happy holidays.

Mr. Millsaps indicated he was very excited about the gift NCMA received from an anonymous donor.  He also wishes everyone happy holidays.

Ms. Simes reported the Pedestrian Planning Committee raised a question about the Walk Raleigh Project.  Mr. Surasky indicated this is a pilot program on the greenways.  Ms. Simes indicated the person who did the original Raleigh directional signs (Matt Tomasula) wants to do pilot signs for the greenway trail.  Mr. Surasky stated maybe there is opportunity to use that as an opportunity for a way to gather data for signage that needs to be there anyway.  Mr. Surasky indicated they will be metal signs and hopefully if we do it on the greenway, the guidelines will be followed.  Ms. Sauer indicated she would bring this back to the PRGAB at the next meeting.  This could be added to the work plan or the next work plan.

Mr. Bostic indicated the Glenwood CAC discussed the House Creek Greenway and the problem of connectivity because there is no sidewalk.  He felt this should be a higher priority with the new greenway.  He indicated this is indication people are interested in the greenway.

Mr. Buffkin wished everyone happy holidays.  He noted staff also invited the Bond Advisory Committee to tonight’s party.

Mr. Moore indicated Holiday Express was great and noted Pullen Park is in great shape.

Ms. Hoverstad indicated she was going to Holiday Express this weekend noting people have been raving about it.

Mr. Surasky indicated he attended a meeting relating to Mitchell Mill Road noting plans approved by the City Council shows no sidewalk on US 401 to connect the road to the greenway.  People will not be able to take a sidewalk to the greenway system on US 401 between Mitchell Mill Road and Trailhead Lane.
Chairperson Siran indicated she attended Holiday Express and noted the volunteers were very enthusiastic and it was well done.  Everyone seemed to be having fun.  She thanked the volunteers and staff for a job well done.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:36 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Brenda Hunt  
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