PARKS, RECREATION & GREENWAY

ADVISORY BOARD

APRIL 17, 2014

DRAFT MINUTES
The Parks, Recreation & Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB) met on Thursday, April 17, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, Raleigh, NC with the following present:




Kimberly Siran, presiding




Richard Bostic




Patrick Buffkin




Jay Chaudhuri




Steve Hepler




Rodger Koopman




Thomas Moore

Robert Putze




Scott Reston




Amy Simes




Mike Surasky




Johnny Tillett

Excused:

Jennifer Hoverstad

Lorenzo Jackson

Mark Turner

Council Liaison:         Wayne Maiorano

Staff Present:  Diane Sauer, Stephen Bentley, Brenda Hunt, Giavonia Harris, Kim Kittner, Dick Bailey, Katie White, Steve White, Ken Hisler, Cassie Schumacher-Georgopoulos, Jane Bailey, David Shouse, Emily Ander, Dale Tiska, Todd Milam, Tori Voska
Chairperson Siran called the meeting to order at 6:00pm with discussion and actions as follows:

PUBLIC COMMENTS –RECEIVED

This was an opportunity for the public to speak.  Chairperson Siran announced comments would be received also relating to the items on the agenda relating to John Chavis Memorial Park Revised Master Plan and the Draft System Plan recommendation.
Lynette Williams, 802 South East Street, reported the Chavis Park Master Plan is an outgrowth of a citizen driven initiative going back to 2008.  South Park is a redevelopment area.  She reviewed the approach taken in development of the plan that highlights the positive things done in Chavis Park, the relationship with NCSU and South Park Heritage Walk that drew emphasis on Chavis Park, etc.  Ms. Williams indicated the group’s wishes were incorporated into the master plan.  She thanked members for supporting this effort.  She and others wore shirts from the 2008 initiative used to promote awareness of Chavis Park.  She invited members to visit the park.  

Dana Magniola represented the NCSU rowing team and the sailing team that were also present.  He referred to the fact that Lake Wheeler is the center of their focus.  He introduced members of the groups involved in the non-motorized water sports community that were present at the meeting.  He referred to the need to have Lake Wheeler included in the system plan to support the needs of these groups that would include a rowing deck, storage facilities, etc.
Shawn Stephenson, President of the Raleigh Rowing Center, noted NCSU has a regatta and many were not present at this meeting.  He also spoke for the Triangle Rowing Club.  He stated these clubs have identified their commitment to continuing rowing and spoke to the need for Lake Wheeler to be available for this purpose.  He reviewed the history of the Triangle Rowing Club and has members from the age of 18 up to Dr. Van Eck who is 85 and still rowing on his rowing machine daily.  He spoke to the need for a rowing deck at Lake Wheeler.  Rowing club members have been working with the sailing club and others noting they have been here for over 20 years and had contributed $100,000 to Lake Wheeler to make it suitable for their purposes.  There are over 1000 club members who participate at Lake Wheeler.
Will White, Triangle Rowing Club, indicated he began rowing when he was in high school and coached a group of high school juniors and Raleigh was the first junior program in NC. There are also middle school members.  There are people of all ages involved in these sports and wants to continue this tradition.

Dr. Willem Van Eck, 470 Kildaire Woods Dr., indicated he was extremely pleased when he moved to Raleigh to find Lake Wheeler noting it is the best rowing lake in the Triangle area.  He noted the master plan included rowing.  He thanked the City for these facilities.  He indicated Lake Wheeler is a jewel for water based sports and urged giving it full attention including storage facilities, a rowing dock, etc.  He felt rowing had kept him in good condition into his 80’s and currently continues to row on a machine.
Caryn Urbanczyk, Raleigh Rowing Center, indicated the NCSU rowing coach was not present at the meeting.  She indicated there are 3 universities in the area with prominent rowing teams and all are very competitive.  She indicated what they lack in the state is to have a venue and by investing in Lake Wheeler it would be a prominent water sport venue.

Keith Williams, 410 Cutler Street indicated he is an avid skateboarder and has been in Raleigh since 2008.  He stated Marsh Creek Park does not satisfy the needs for skateboarders in Raleigh noting it is outside the Beltline area and many at risk and low income youth skateboarders could benefit if there was a facility closer in town.  He indicated he is the founder of the NC Skateboarders Club noting this is a very fast growing sport and is here to stay.  He stated anything the City can provide to make it more accessible would be helpful.
Cecilia Zuvic, 324 Worth Street, spoke in favor of the Chavis Park Master Plan.  She stated the park needs to be beautified and indicated it could have a skateboard park, running track, etc.  There is enough acreage to add active areas and natural areas.  She stressed the park needs help to be beautiful again.

Gretchel Carter commented on the Chavis Park Master Plan.  She grew up in Raleigh and is just as excited about this park as she was last month.  She indicated a lot of time and thought were put into this master plan and urged its adoption.  She stated she wanted the park back to that happy vibrant place for everyone.  This is a downtown park and originally was only used by blacks and felt it is about time for everyone to come together and feel good about being who they are.  She noted many people use this park.  She referred to the attractions at the park including the train, the P-51 Mustang plane in tribute to the Tuskegee Airmen, etc., and felt the park could provide education and amusement.
Chairperson Siran closed the public comment period. 

PRESENTATIONS

THE HARVEY KARSEVAR AWARD – PRESENTED TO CHRIS MOORE

Jane Bailey, Athletic Director, explained The Harvey Karsevar Award for Coaching Excellence, is given annually to outstanding volunteer coaches.  She introduced Mrs. Karsevar.  Ms. Bailey announced Chris Moore, youth basketball coach at Barwell Road, was selected as the winner for this year.  She stated Chris Moore has a 7 year old son, Cameron Moore, and she had known Chris since he was age 7.  Mr. Moore was nominated from the 7 and 8 year old league.  Mrs. Karservar presented the trophy to Mr. Moore.  Mr. Moore indicated he had been involved in Parks and Recreation for 23 years and it had never been about him but always  about the children.
BOARD DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS

DRAFT JOHN CHAVIS MEMORIAL PARK REVISED MASTER PLAN – APPROVAL RECOMMENDED TO CITY COUNCIL

Mr. Bostic moved, on behalf of Mr. Jackson and himself, adoption of the John Chavis Memorial Park Revised Master Plan and forwarding the plan to the City Council for their approval.   His motion was seconded by Mr. Tillett, unanimously passed.  Chairperson Siran ruled the motion adopted.

Ms. Sauer thanked the public leadership group noting they did an incredible job and developed an incredible plan.

DRAFT SYSTEM PLAN – APPROVAL RECOMMENDED TO CITY COUNCIL

Mr. Buffkin questioned if the System Plan would accommodate non-motorized sports and Lake Wheeler as requested by citizens at the public hearing.  Ms. Schumacher-Georgopoulos explained “water sports” are included under Natural Environment.
Chairperson Siran thanked everyone for their work on this plan noting it had been a 15 month process.  If approved at this meeting, it will be forwarded to the City Council for their consideration.

Mr. Moore moved that approval of the plan be recommended to the City Council at their May 6, 2014 meeting.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Reston, unanimously passed.  Chairperson Siran ruled the motion adopted.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
STANDING COMMITTEES:

Parks Committee: 

Ms. Sauer indicated the Parks Committee would meet on Thursday, May 1 and 5:30 p.m.
Fletcher Volunteer Awards Committee:

Chairperson Siran reported the Fletcher Awards event will be held on Tuesday, May 13, 2014 and Fletcher Theater.  She asked members to be there at 6:00 p.m. for the PRGAB photo and to meet with the recipients.  She asked for additional award presenters (Mr. Buffkin volunteered).  

GWUT/Greenway and Urban Trees Committee:

Mr. Surasky reported the committee met on Monday, April 14 and reviewed the Urban Forestry Ordinance and Guidelines.  He reviewed the document and indicated everything had been received back from the City Attorney’s office.  He reviewed changes made to the Tree Manual.   He explained between now and when this comes back to the PRGAB, the documents will be sent to other departments and stakeholders and be brought back to the PRGAB in June.

The report was received as information.

LIAISON REPRESENTATIVES:
Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Commission:

Ms. Simes reported the commission met on March 17 and 28.  A special meeting was held for the bikes pavement project.  She indicated one person mentioned concerns about the safety of bike on greenways.  Ms. Simes noted May is Bike Month with many activities planned (listed on the website).  She referred to the Arts to the Heart Ride to be held on May 24.  The next BPAC meeting will be April 21, 2014.
Chavis Conversations PLG:

Mr. Bostic reported the group is still discussing the historic registry.  Most of the group wants to help with the schematic design.  He indicated the group is invested in this park and were looking forward to continuing their work.  

Mr. Moore questioned, if the park is added to the historic registry, if problems would be created with any changes to the park.  Mr. Shouse responded this depends on if it federally or locally designated.  The federal designations do not carry those restrictions; however, locally designated sites require approval through the Historic Districts Commission for any changes.  Staff is looking to see if it does get support at the local level to advance to the national level.  He doubted if this would be in an action phase for the master plan prior to resolving these issues.  The history of the park will be reviewed.  The local designation is very specific and is not the preference of the committee or the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources (PRCR) Department.  He indicated staff is looking at the big picture.

City of Raleigh Historical Cemeteries Advisory Board:
Mr. Schindler was not present due to sickness.  Ms. Sauer read the report of the board as follows:

The Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board met on Monday, April 14 at the Tucker House.  Jimmy Thiem, Board Chair, reviewed the presentation of the Board’s annual report and proposed work plan at the City Council meeting on April 1.  The City Council received the annual report and approved the work plan for this coming year.  Council also discussed Hillcrest Cemetery and concurred with the Board’s recommendation not to maintain or acquire this private cemetery.  City Council did direct the Board to work with Bruce Lightner, the owner of Hillcrest Cemetery, on the development of a friends group.  The Board directed staff to prepare a letter to Mr. Lightner offering assistance in this matter.  That letter was mailed to Mr. Lightner today.
Cindy Trumbower, Volunteer Services Manager, made a presentation on the department’s volunteer services program and provided examples of current volunteer efforts in our parks.  The Board indicated that a cemetery watch program is a priority and asked Cindy to work with the Volunteer Watch Committee to develop a structure for this program.

The Board also directed staff to revisit local designation of City Cemetery and Mt. Hope Cemetery and to prepare any outstanding questions or issues related to programmatic certificates of appropriateness for review at the next Board meeting.

The Board’s Landscape Committee reported that the new fence at O’Rorke-Catholic Cemetery has been installed and a replacement oak planted on the Tarboro Road side of the cemetery.  The Board asked staff to provide final recommendations of tree species and availability for the five trees to be planted along Pender Street so that these trees can be installed as soon as possible.  The Board discussed an event in May or early June to commemorate the recent improvements to O’Rorke-Catholic Cemetery.  The Landscape Committee will next review City Cemetery for potential tree planting and landscape improvements.

The next meeting of the Board is scheduled for Monday, May 12, 2014, 5:30 p.m. at the Tucker House.

System Plan Planning Committee:
Chairperson Siran reported the Committee will not continue to meet but at their last meeting on Monday, April 7 did agree to get regular updates and meet in one year.
Historical Resources and Museum Advisory Board:

Ms. Simes reported the board did go on record that the System Plan include $2 million in maintenance and improvements as well as up to $5 million in projected acquisition costs.  The next board meeting will be Wednesday, April 23.

Sierra/Lineberry Park Planning Committee:
Ms. Simes reported there was a public meeting held on site to receive comments on the park with 30-35 in attendance.  This was an opportunity to receive feedback on 3 different scenarios being considered.  The next meeting will be Tuesday, April 29.

Environment Award Jury:
Mr. Hepler reported the ceremony would be on Tuesday, April 22 at the Museum of Natural Sciences.
CHAIR REPORT – RECEIVED

Chairperson Siran referred to the retreat noting it was excellent and she learned a lot.  She saw many aspects of the park system she had never seen.  Mr. Tillett stated he enjoyed the retreat and staff did a great job in preparing for it.  He indicated the tour went well and was very educational.  Mr. Surasky indicated everything went well at the retreat and learned a lot about areas he was not familiar with.  Mr. Surasky noted the tour was extremely helpful.   He stated every community center has a story and that is something that should be discussed more.  Mr. Koopman stated he hoped the PRGAB can do more tours.  Ms. Sauer reported staff has planned a historic trolley tour on Saturday, May 3.  
Chairperson Siran referred to the Work Plan suggestions.  She indicated at the next meeting with staff they would talk more about the work plan for next year.  She stated if members had questions about this, now is the time to get any suggestions to staff.  There are already some items on the work plan.  
Ms. Siran reported the Chair and Vice Chair meeting will take place on Tuesday, May 6.

Discussion took place relating to the next PRGAB Meeting with members agreeing to have the meeting on the regular date (May 15) at Lake Lynn Community Center at 6:00 p.m.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT – RECEIVED

April 1, 2014
Report and Recommendation of the Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board

Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board 2013-2014 Annual Report and FY 2014-2015 Work Plan – Approved

The Board’s 2014-2015 Work Plan includes continuing stabilization efforts within City Cemetery, developing landscape plans for all three cemeteries, preserving and protecting/preserving unsecured funerary materials and burial records, implementing the Volunteer Cemetery Watch program, expanding marketing efforts and continue its discussion on Local Designation for Mt. Hope Cemetery and City Cemetery.

Report and Recommendation of the Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board

Recommendation on the Hillcrest Cemetery – Approved

The Raleigh City Council received a request asking the City to consider obtaining ownership or taking over maintenance of the cemetery.  The item was referred to the Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board (HCAB) on September 17, 2013 to consider the various issues associated with the request.  The HCAB recommends that the City neither acquire nor maintain Hillcrest Cemetery.

April 15, 2014
Authorization to Negotiate with Consultant for Raleigh Arts Plan – Approved
The City of Raleigh Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources Department in conjunction with the Department of City Planning have conducted qualifications review process for a consulting firm to help lead the City through the creation of the Raleigh Arts Plan.  The staff team would like to recommend the following prioritized order to move forward with contract negotiations:
The Cultural Planning Group – San Diego, CA

Millier, Dickinson, Blais – Toronta, Ontario, Canada

Metris Arts Consulting – Easton, PA

Lord Cultural Resources – New York City, NY

Report and Recommendation of the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board

Clark Avenue Open Space Naming Request – Approved
The PRGAB received an application signed by William Hube on behalf of their backpacking group “Mountain Men” requesting consideration to name the small triangular shaped open space bordered by Furches Street, Clark Avenue and Merriman Avenue “Six Oaks Park”.  In compliance with Resolution (2005)-681, appropriate public notification and press releases were made.

Committee Meetings:
Parks Committee will meet on Thursday May 1 at 5:30 p.m. in the Jaycee Module.

The GWUT Committee will meet on Thursday, June 12 at 12:00 p.m. in the Frank E. Evans Administrative Building Conference Room.

Public Meetings/Events:
April 21 – 6:00 p.m. – BPAC will meet in the Raleigh Municipal Building Council Chamber.

April 29 – 6:30-8:30 p.m., Sierra/Lineberry Drive Master Plan Citizen Planning Committee will meet at Carolina Pines Community Center to receive and review public comments on the Design Concepts and work for consensus on one preferred park design.

May 12 – 5:30 p.m. Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board at the Tucker House

May 13 – 7:00 p.m. Fred Fletcher Outstanding Volunteer Awards – Fletcher Theatre

May 15 – 6:00 p.m. PRGAB will meet at Lake Lynn Community Center, 7921 Ray Road.

BOARD COMMENTS – RECEIVED
Mr. Moore thanked staff for their work.

Mr. Reston indicated the Chavis Master Plan process worked well and was amazing how it came together.
Mr. Bostic thanked the PRGAB for letting him serve on the Chavis committee.

Mr. Surasky thanked staff for their hard work.

Ms. Simes stated she wished more people knew about Chavis Park.  She thanked staff for their work noting she appreciated their dedication.

Mr. Chaudhuri congratulated staff on the System Plan noting it was incredibly interactive.

Mr. Buffkin reported he had his orientation from staff as a new board member.  He stated he is looking forward to getting to work with the various committees.  He indicated he had been spending time at Shelley Lake and people are using the greenway around Shelley Lake.  He was impressed in how fast the flooded areas get cleaned up.  He indicated he looked forward to working with all board members.

Mr. Koopman reported there had been several people complaining about the Rock & Roll Marathon during Easter.  He noted these were important enough remarks to bring up for future races and the race might have been planned better.

Councillor Maiorano thanked the PRGAB for their work and indicated he appreciated the input received.  He thanked members for what they are doing.  This makes Raleigh the place it is and the place it can be.  He urged members to keep up the good work.
Chairperson Siran indicated it was good getting to know members more at the retreat.  She suggested adding time at the next retreat for members to get to talk to each other.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, upon motion of Mr. Tillett, seconded by Mr. Koopman, unanimously passed, the meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Brenda Hunt
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