PARKS, RECREATION & GREENWAY

ADVISORY BOARD

FEBRUARY 20, 2014

MINUTES
The Parks, Recreation & Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB) met on Thursday, February 20, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. at Jaycee Module, 2401 Wade Avenue, Raleigh, NC with the following present:




Kimberly Siran, presiding




Richard Bostic




Patrick Buffkin




Jay Chaudhuri




Jennifer Hoverstad




Rodger Koopman




Thomas Moore




Scott Reston




Mike Surasky




Johnny Tillett




Mark Turner

Excused:

Steve Hepler




Lorenzo Jackson

Amy Simes

Unexcused:

Robert Putze

Staff Present:  Scott Payne, Stephen Bentley, Brenda Hunt, Giavonia Harris, Kim Kittner, Wayne Schindler, Dick Bailey, Cindy Trumbower,  Billy Jackson, Cassie Schumacher-Georgopoulos, Carol Moore, Chris Frelke, Dale Tiska
Chairperson Siran called the meeting to order at 6:00pm with discussion and actions as follows:

PUBLIC COMMENTS – NONE RECEIVED

This was an opportunity for the public to speak.  No one asked to be heard.

PRESENTATIONS

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION – CHARLES RIVER LABORATORIES INTERNATIONAL, INC 

Cindy Trumbower introduced Gina Avent, Charles River Laboratories International, Inc. and recognized the Corporation as corporate volunteer.  Ms. Trumbower indicated these volunteers had helped with 3 park projects.  Chairperson Siran presented Ms. Avent with a certificate.  Ms. Avent thanked the PRGAB for this recognition noting Charles River Laboratories affords each employee 8 hours to volunteer in the community.  One area relates to environment.  She noted the employees that worked were thankful they were able to help.  She stated if there are other ways they can help to please get in touch with her.
Kevin Seymour was then provided a plaque for his commitment and years of service as a member of the PRGAB.  Chairperson Siran provided him with the plaque and spoke relating to the time a board member invests in board and committee meetings.  Mr. Seymour indicated he had never met a more professional and dedicated staff.  He indicated the PRGAB is diverse and that is for a good reason.  He indicated the PRGAB is in good hands with Ms. Siran’s leadership.  He referred to a comment made by Diane Sauer that “people are serious about having fun”.  
CLARK AVENUE NAMING REQUEST – TO BE PLACED ON MARCH AGENDA

Bill Hube was present to request changing the name of Clark Avenue Park to “Six Oaks Park”.  He reviewed the location of the park in the Clark Avenue area and is currently being used for open space.  This is a remnant of property from when the neighborhood was laid out and he reviewed the history of the six oak trees planted on the property and of the Mountain Men noting this was a project in early April 2012 involving purchasing and planting the trees.  The group involved is requesting changing the name of the park to “Six Oaks Park”.

Mr. Payne reviewed the process for the name change noting after the presentation tonight, consideration would be given to the request.  He explained there would be no vote at this meeting and the item would be placed on the March agenda.  Between now and then, staff would notify the media and place signage announcing the change on the property.  In response to a question, Mr. Bentley indicated the property is a small triangular shape park bordering Clark Avenue, Furches Street, and Merriman Avenue and is open space property.  A list of those supporting the request had been provided to PRGAB members.

The request was received and will be placed on the March agenda.

SYSTEM PLAN UPDATE – RECEIVED
Cassie Schumacher-Georgopoulos, Senior Planner, reviewed the status of the plan development.  She noted updates had been provided to the PRGAB since last summer and the item is full steam ahead now.  She thanked Ms. Siran and Mr. Chaudhuri for their work on this item as part of the planning committee.  The plan is at the final push for public input at this point.  Action plans making up the Implementation Plan are designed to be fluid and will be updated regularly.  The plan will be used in the future as a tool for staff, the board and citizens.  Work is also ongoing on other pieces of this process.  Greenway Design Guidelines will come to the PRGAB in April for work with the GWUT Committee and the Raleigh Arts Plan will begin in May.

Nick Kuhn indicated there are 313 action items in the plan.  His presentation touched on three items – where we are in the process, experience based system and draft action items.  He explained the PRGAB is in the last stage of the process and currently they are reviewing the draft action items.  He noted the web had been a valuable resource throughout this process with 57,500+ page views, 18,600+ visits, 1,150+ participants and 900+ comments & ideas received.  Since the last presentation they have continue to review the action items and would like the PRGAB’s input on these items.  
Mr. Kuhn indicated this is an experience-based system.  He reviewed measuring the delivery of service involves five types of measures:


Acres per population


Facilities per population


Quality of the facilities


Availability of programs


Access distance or travel (this is relatively new)

How level of service was measured in the past, neighborhood core experiences, regional recreation activities, etc. were reviewed.  Mr. Kuhn reviewed what an Experience City is using  various scenarios.  Other items relating to Experience City were reviewed including parkland access, playing on playgrounds, playground level of service, level of service gap, existing parks, partners and new parks.  The report noted by working with existing parks, partners and new parks, all residents can play on a playground.
Draft Action Items relating to parks, natural environments, greenways, programs & services, athletics, historic resources, arts and growth center were reviewed in detail including implementation framework and a strategic plan for moving forward.  Action item takeaways, questions to consider and feedback were explained.  How to comment on-line was explained.  

Next steps were reviewed.  Immediate steps included presenting action items to the City Council in March; developing project list and cost estimates and joint meeting with PlanCo on March 29.  Long term steps included final report development in February/March; public open houses in late March and presenting the final System Plan to the City Council in May, 2014.

Ms. Schumacher-Georgopoulos indicated feedback would be welcomed.  Mr. Chaudhuri thanked staff and the consultant for their work on this plan.  He questioned the role of the City of Oaks Foundation with Mr. Kuhn noting they are included in a number of items and a lot of areas to use foundations in several programs.  Ms. Schumacher-Georgopoulos stressed the need for citizen input.  She indicated on March 7 they are hoped to have the draft plan to the PRGAB and a presentation and public comment period would take place at the joint PlanCo/PRGAB Retreat meeting.  It is hoped this would be before the PRGAB takes action in April.
Chairperson Siran indicated this is great work and noted 313 action items is a lot and there is a lot to sift through and organize for this plan and would also require a lot of work to keep the plan updated.

The report was received for information.
MINUTES – JANUARY 17, 2014 – APPROVED
Members had received a copy of the January 17, 2014 minutes prior to the meeting.  Mr. Turner moved approval of the minutes.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman, unanimously passed.  Chairperson Siran ruled the motion adopted.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Standing Committees:
PARKS COMMITTEE:

Mr. Turner reported the next meeting of the Parks Committee would be Thursday, March 6, 2014 at Jaycee Module.

FLETCHER VOLUNTEER AWARDS COMMITTEE:
Ms. Siran reported a meeting will be held to review the nominations.  The meeting will be Monday, February 24 from 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. at the Jaycee Module.  Members received a flash drive that should be returned to staff after they are reviewed.  The Fletcher Awards will take place on Tuesday, May 13, 2014 at Fletcher Theater.  She urged members to attend the ceremony noting it is fun and inspiring.

GWUT/GREENWAY AND URBAN TREES COMMITTEE:
Ms. Siran reported the City Council referred the prohibition of dogs and other pets from certain areas of parks to the Public Works Committee.  The Public Works Committee met on this item and sent it back to the City Council.  The City Council tabled the item and wants more information.

Mr. Schindler reported when it was in Public Works Committee they received the PowerPoint presentation that was provided to this PRGAB.  The Committee had been provided with minutes of meetings and had all public input with additional public input staff collected over the last 2 years.  This has all been moved to the City Council for their review.  He did not have a good sense of where this item is heading.  There was agreement regarding the prohibition of dogs in playgrounds but had questions about the 6’ leash limit.  City Council asked staff to review the Town of Cary ordinance and staff recently received this ordinance and would be preparing a report based on the City Council’s comments.  The item will go back to the City Council in 4 weeks.
Chairperson Siran indicated there was general consensus on restricting dogs from playgrounds or sports courts.  The main question relating to allowing dogs to be off leash.  She noted she advised Councillor Stephenson that the PRGAB stands by its recommendations and the City Council needs to keep researching the possibility of more dog parks.

Ad-hoc Committees:
FEES AND CHARGES COMMITTEE:
Mr. Koopman reported the committee unanimously adopted all fees and charges.  The recommendation was sent to the City Council and they also approved them.

Liaison Representatives:
BICYCLE & PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMISSION:
Ms. Simes was not present but submitted a report as follows:

The BPAC had their annual planning retreat on Friday, February 7 at the Walnut Creek Wetland Center.  The bicycle pavement marking design project list is still being tweaked to make sure the projects fit the CMAQ grants criteria.  An update to the City’s Bicycle is to occur later this year.  A Micro-Gap Sidewalk Program will begin soon to address small gaps in existing sidewalks that can be done by city staff.  The BPAC also reviewed the proposed NCDOT Capital Blvd Bridge Replacement projects at Peace Street and Wade Avenue for bike and pedestrian features.  The next meeting will be March 17 at 6:00 in the Council Chamber.

CHAVIS CONVERATIONS PLG:
Mr. Bostic reported the committee will meet Tuesday at 6:00 p.m. for a final wrap up and prioritize work they have done and determine cost and prepare for presentation to this board next month.

CITY OF RALEIGH HISTORICAL CEMETRIES ADVISORY BOARD:

Mr. Schindler reported the board met on February 10, 2014, 5:30 p.m. at the Tucker House.  

The Landscape Committee reported a final plan has been developed for O’Rorke Catholic Cemetery 4-5 small/medium size trees will be planted along the Pender Street right-of-way between the eastern property line and the cemetery entrance gate.  Several possible tree species were discussed for this location and it was agreed that two species would be selected from the list (Redbud, Cherry and Fringe) and planted in an alternating arrangement.

A large maturing tree would also be planted on the interior of the cemetery at the corner of Lane Street and Tarboro Road where a large dead oak was recently removed.  Several oak special were discussed as possibilities.  The Urban Forester was directed to make a final recommendation to the Board on species selection along with cost and availability at the next meeting. Planting will probably occur in early fall.

It was noted the contract for fence replacement at O’Rorke - Catholic Cemetery has been executed and work is scheduled to be completed by May 2, 2014.  With the recent addition of interpretative and regulatory signage along with completion of the fence replacement and tree planting projects, ORorke - Catholic Cemetery will be much improved.

The bulk of the last meeting was spent discussing a draft report prepared by staff on the Hillcrest Cemetery issue.  This item was referred to the Board by the City Council and involves a request from the owner of this private cemetery for the City to assume mowing maintenance and potential ownership of the property.  The Board provided direction to staff on reorganization and revisions to the report.  Staff is currently working with two members of the Board to revise the document for final review at the next meeting.

The March 10 meeting of the Board will be its annual business meeting at which time the Board will elect officers for the coming year, finalize the annual report and proposed work plan and finalize a response back to City Council on Hillcrest Cemetery.  The Board will also provide input on the Historic Resources section of the Implementation Chapter of the System Plan Update that addresses our three historic cemeteries.  Next meeting is March 10, 2014 at 5:30 p.m. at the Tucker House.

HISTORICAL RESOURCES AND MUSEUM ADVISORY BOARD:
Ms. Simes provided a written report in her absence:

The board met on January 22 in the Borden Building at Fletcher Park.  A detailed history of Pullen Park was provided by HRM staff (very interesting).  New member assignments were made for the Communications, Collections, Programs, Strategic and Nominations Committees.  Suggested work plan assignments were also distributed to each committee.  An 1812 Mordecai Muster will occur at Mordecai from 10-3 this Saturday.  The next meeting is 2/26 at the Tucker House.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT – RECEIVED

Scott Payne made the Director’s report in Ms. Sauer’s absence as follows:

January 21, 2014
BUDGET AMENDMENT – NCDENR GRANT CONTRACT NO 5415 – APPROVED
January 15, 2013 City Council approved the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources Department to apply for a grant from the NC Department of Environmental and Natural Resources (NCDENR) assistance with the construction of the portion of the Neuse River Greenway known as Riverbend and also known as Horseshoe Bend.  City match of $50,000 is required and is available in the project budget NCDENR Grant Contract No 5415 contract was received and executed effective December 20, 2013.
2014 PARKS AND RECREATION TRUST FUND (PARTF) GRANT – APPROVED

The Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources Department requests authorization to apply for a 2014 PARTF Grant with the Division of Parks and Recreation Department of Environment and Natural Resources for assistance with construction of Horseshoe Farm Nature Preserve recreational facilities.  The grant requires a dollar-for-dollar Match.  The current project budget consists of a project reserve of $1.6 million.   These funds support Phase 1 construction including road and dam educational components.  PARTF funds of $250,000 will be requested for Phase 18 consisting of the design and renovation of the existing farmhouse.  The farmhouse rehabilitation project will provide amenities including an art gallery and an area for educational programs.

DOWNTOWN REMOTE OPERATIONS FACILITY – APPROVED

The Downtown Remote Operations Facility public art project extended an artist call in July 2013.  Over two hundred applications were received.  The project’s artist selection panel identified three finalists and selected IIan Averbuch as the public artist for the project.  Their recommendation was approved by the Public Art and Design Board at its December 3, 2013 meeting.  Staff recommends that a contract be awarded to Averbuch Rail Art LLC of Long Island City, New York in an amount not to exceed $156,750.  Funding is appropriated in the project budget via the Half-Percent for Art public art ordinance.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD FEES AND CHARGES – PARKS AND RECREATION – APPROVED TO BE EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2014

Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board Chair Kimberly Siran explained the procedure for updating fees and charges.  The Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board annually reviews the fees and charges for use of facilities.  An ad hoc committee of the PRGAB met and reviewed staff recommendations.  The PRGAB unanimously voted on January 16, 2014 to recommend adoption of the proposed fee changes as recommended by staff.

APPOINTMENTS – NOMINATED AND APPOINTED TO PRGAB

Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board – Patrick Buffkin was nominated to serve on the PRGAB.

PARKS, RECREATION AND CULTURAL RESOURCES SYSTEM PLAN – COUNCILMAN GAYLORD APPOINTED
The City Clerk reported Council members received a memorandum in their agenda packet relative to the need for a Council representative o the citizen planning committee for the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resource System plan.  Mayor McFarlane stated without objection she would appoint Mr. Gaylord as the Council representative on the Citizen Planning Committee.

ANNOUNCEMENTS (DEDICATIONS, PUBLIC MEETINGS, ETC.)

PRGAB RETREAT:

March 28 5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Five Points Center for Active Adults

March 29 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Five Points Center for Active Adults

COMMITTEE MEETINGS:

The Parks Committee will meet on Thursday, March 6 at 5:30 p.m.

The GWUT/Greenway and Urban Trees Committee will not meet on Thursday, March 13 at 12:00 noon.

The Fletcher Committee will meet on Monday, February 24 from 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. at the Jaycee Module.

PUBLIC MEETINGS/EVENTS
The Historic Cemetery Advisory Board will meet on March 10, 2014, 5:30 p.m. at the Tucker House.

Tuesday, February 25 – 6:00 – 8:30 p.m.:  Chavis Public Leadership Group (PLG) meeting, Chavis Community Center.

Tuesday, March 4 – 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.:  Sierra/Lineberry Drive Citizen Planning Committee meeting, Peach Road Neighborhood Center.

QUARRY PROPERTY – REPORT RECEIVED

Mr. Payne referred to a missing section of greenway involving negotiations between the City and operators of the quarry near Umstead Park.  He indicated this is important property due to connectivity possibility.  He indicated he had not seen final documents but it involves a 7 acre parcel that is a natural area.  Negotiations for this property has been going on for decades.  Mr. Bailey indicated there is funding staff is working to put in place for the initial design phases.  Money is in place for design and a 2 year process is anticipated for design, permitting, etc.
Mr. Payne noted there are 2 significant meetings coming up requiring meetings of the board to be held in the Council Chamber in March and April.

CHAIR REPORT – RECEIVED

Chairperson Siran reported the PRGAB retreat will be held on March 28 and 29 and members should have received an email.

BOARD COMMENTS – RECEIVED

Mr. Koopman referred that Google is looking for a location for a Gigabit network noting if they choose this area we will go from 9 megabits access to a gigabit allowing new options.  He recommended that all PRGAB members contact the City in support of this that would enable us to do interesting things.  This technology makes RTN type things much better for public participation.

Jennifer Hoverstad referred to Optimist Pool noting it is kept extremely clean and was impressed with the people working the front desk.  She noted there is a huge pothole in the park lot.

Mr. Turner indicated his family enjoyed the Buffalo Road Aquatic Center.  He has had neighbors ask him about the Milburnie Section of Crabtree Creek Greenway and had advised them the problem involves a public utility project.  Mr. Payne indicated the project involved is the Crabtree Creek Interceptor project that is being done in phases.  They are trying to finish up the last section and hoping to have it open by mid summer.
Scott Reston noted the greenway section taking Worthdale east to the Neuse River is completed and open noting part is gravel.  He noted they opened the bridge over I-40 on American Tobacco Trail that will be part of the East Coast greenway system.

Mike Surasky referred to the process for applying for camps noting there is a different process for getting into the program and suggested this information be included on the website.

Mr. Buffkin indicated he looked forward to working on the PRGAB d and it was great to be back on PRGAB.

Ms. Siran welcomed Mr. Buffkin to the PRGAB.

ADJOURNMENT

Upon motion of Mr. Turner, seconded by Mr. Koopman, unanimously passed, the meeting was adjourned at 7:17 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Brenda Hunt
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