PARKS, RECREATION & GREENWAY

ADVISORY BOARD

MAY 15, 2014

MINUTES
The Parks, Recreation & Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB) met on Thursday, May 15, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. at Lake Lynn Community Center, 7921 Ray Road, Raleigh, NC with the following present:




Kimberly Siran, presiding




Richard Bostic




Patrick Buffkin
Jennifer Hoverstad




Rodger Koopman




Thomas Moore




Scott Reston




Amy Simes




Johnny Tillett

Excused:

Jay Chaudhuri

Steve Hepler

Lorenzo Jackson

Robert Putze

Mike Surasky

Mark Turner

Staff Present:  Diane Sauer, Scott Payne, Stephen Bentley, Brenda Hunt, Giavonia Harris, Kim Kittner, Terry Stroupe, Gerald Bolas, Billy Aubut, Ken Hisler, Cassie Schumacher-Georgopoulos, Todd Milam, Matthew Keough, Chris Frelke, Kira Stewart, Nikki Speer-Raleigh, Monica Quechol-Bradley, Jane Bailey, Daniel price, Pam Rose, Denise Saunders, Kristen Shea, Chris Nadeau, David Bell, Dale Tiska, Tory Lukasina, Steve White, Toni Webb, Kelly Ybarra, Dick Bailey, Shawsheen Baker, Alicia Lacombe
Chairperson Siran called the meeting to order at 6:06pm with discussion and actions as follows:

PUBLIC COMMENTS – NONE RECEIVED

This was an opportunity for the public to speak.  No one asked to be heard.
PRESENTATIONS

PREVENT CHILD ABUSE NORTH CAROLINA – INFORMATION RECEIVED

Bud Lavery spoke regarding the need to get children and the community to thrive and the partnership with staff and the group.  When abuse and neglect are eliminated, a thriving community is created.  A plaque and pins were presented to Chairperson Siran.  Mr. Lavery asked that the staff be thanked for their work on this project.

RECREATION PROGRAMMING – PRESENTED

Ken Hisler, Recreation Superintendent, noted he was asked to provide an overview of the Recreation Division.  He indicated there are 12 programs and noted the program directors would be reviewing their programs in order for the board to see those doing the work.  He noted this is a group of creative and committed program directors.  Mr. Hisler reviewed “the why” that involved the division’s mission statement and the history of the why.  He referred to the original Recreation Master Plan that identified the squares surrounding Raleigh.  The City continued to grow in the 1920’s and tremendous momentum in recreation was created during that time.  In the 1930’s during depression times involved more development of facilities in existing parks.  In 1941 the Parks and Recreation Commissions were combined and by 1950 the commission became the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board.  He reviewed the 1950 plan that came to “the what” which is what is occurring now.  He indicated there are currently 120 full time employees in this division.  

At this point, the directors of the various parks programs introduced themselves and reviewed activities offered in each program.  Presentations were made on the following programs:

Steve White, Active Adult Program


Jane Bailey, Athletics Director


Terri Stroupe, Aquatics Program


Kristen Shea, Asst. Recreation Superintendent

Billy Aubut, Kelly Ybarra, Tory Lukasina, Denise Saunders, District Managers of Community Centers


Monica Quechol-Bradley, English as a Second Language


Nikki Speer-Raleigh, Specialized Recreation and Inclusion Services Program


Daniel Price, Teen Program


Dave Bell, Tennis Program


Tony Webb, Youth Program

Mr. Hisler indicated the Recreation Department has outstanding employees.  He reviewed the administrative team and introduced members of the core team and outlined their duties.  

Mr. Tillett indicated the City of Raleigh has excellent staff members in this department.

BOARD DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS

GREENWAY DESIGN GUIDELINES – REFERRED TO GWUT COMMITTEE

Todd Milam, Greenway Planner, reported information included in the packets included the content of the guidelines noting the document establishes and defines the principles of greenway design.  The review process, public input and participation opportunities were reviewed in detail.  Notable components of the document were reviewed in detail.  Mr. Milam explained a greenway classification system was developed noting all trails are given a classification.  He reviewed the 6 maps included in the document noting as members review the document and compare one classification with the next, they will understand what this means.  Mr. Milam requested that the board refer this item to the GWUT Committee for further review that will involve a joint meeting with BPAC.  The item will come back to the PRGAB following this review.  
Mr. Bostic referred to people walking on the wrong side of the trails and asked if more signage will be provided telling people to keep to the right.  Mr. Milam indicated this results from new users that may not be familiar with the trail.
Mr. Buffkin moved referral of this item to the GWUT Committee.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman, unanimously passed.  Chairperson Siran ruled the motion adopted.

Ms. Sauer indicated the Joint GWUT/BPAC meeting will be on June 12 at 6 p.m.-8 p.m. at a location to be determined.

WOOTEN MEADOWS SIP – AD-HOC COMMITTEE FORMED

Mr. Keough noted this park is in the Millbrook/Leesville Road area.  He reviewed the process for the System Integration Plan noting a committee would review the item and make recommendations on managing the property.  To begin the master plan process, staff has been working on the draft and will be presented to the ad-hoc committee.  Following review by the committee, the item will be brought back to the PRGAB in October with recommendation.

The ad-hoc committee activities will involve 2 volunteer PRGAB members meeting 1-2 times to review the plan.  Mr. Koopman moved that the ad-hoc committee be formed to review the Wooten Meadows plan.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Bostic, unanimously passed.  Chairperson Siran ruled the motion adopted.
Mr. Koopman and Ms. Hoverstad volunteered to serve on the committee.

Mr. Bostic indicated this neighborhood is very interested in what happens to this land.

MINUTES – APRIL 17, 2014 – APPROVED

Members had received a copy of the April 17, 2014 minutes in their agenda packets.  Mr. Koopman moved approval of the minutes.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Buffkin, unanimously passed.  Chairman Siran ruled the motion adopted.

LAKE LYNN COMMUNITY CENTER – STAFF INTRODUCED

Mr. Hisler introduced Alicia Lacombe and Chris Nadeau, directors of the Lake Lynn Community Center.  Programs offered were explained including after school, track out, preschool, adult and various sports programs.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

STANDING COMMITTEES:
Parks Committee:
Mr. Bostic reported the committee discussed private use of park space and looked at what other cities do.  Draft language was developed with comments made on the draft.  The committee is holding the item in order to do some tweaking of the language in the draft.  Mr. Payne indicated staff is working on identifying what people are doing across the country.  The policy work is young at this point and discussion has to take place on the process to identify the requested use, if the use is appropriate, protecting citizens from liability, etc.

Fletcher Volunteer Awards Committee:
Chairperson Siran reported this was an excellent ceremony and there were 15 award winners.  Mr. Tillett indicated this was a very nice event and Elizabeth Gardner was very pleased with her special award.

GWUT/Greenway and Urban Trees Committee:
Mr. Moore reported the committee is still working on the Urban Forestry Ordinance and Guidelines review.  The next step is to present the document to stakeholders for comment before it is brought before the PRGAB.

LIAISON REPRESENTATIVES:
Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Commission:
Ms. Simes reported that May is Bike Month.

Chavis Conversations PLG:

It was reported this item is inactive at the moment.  Mr. Bostic indicated this item will go before the City Council on May 20, 2014.

City of Raleigh Historical Cemeteries Advisory Board:
Members received a written report from Wayne Schindler as follows:

The Raleigh Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board met on May 12.

Under old business, the board reviewed photos of the newly planted trees along Pender Street and the newly completed perimeter fencing at O’Rorke-Catholic Cemetery.  Staff reviewed bulb and perennial groundcover options prepared by the City Horticulturist for a possible planting at the corner of Tarboro Road and Pender Street on the slope in the area of the concrete sign monument.  This would create a focal point and help draw attention to this historic property.  There was also discussion about mulching under the newly erected fence to discourage mower and trimmer damage.

The Landscape Committee reviewed preliminary ideas for planting trees at City Cemetery.  Given the lack of planting sites within the cemetery, the discussion focused on introducing street trees along the Hargett Street and East Street boundaries of the cemetery.  Planting trees within the right-of-way of New Bern Avenue was viewed as problematic given the limited planting strip, so planting trees along the common property line with the adjacent city fire station is being considered as an alternative.  There was also discussion around planting on south side of Hargett Street and within the residential properties on Monie Lane that back up to the cemetery.  It was agreed that once a preliminary plan was developed, the Board would approach this landowners to solicit input and possible planting easements.

Under new business, the board discussed a ribbon cutting event at O’Rorke-Catholic Cemetery to commemorate the completion of the tornado clean-up work and celebrate the recent improvements at the cemetery.  June 16 at 10:00 a.m. was the date and time selected for the event.  An ad-hoc committee:  Jimmy Thiem, Jane Thurman and Jose Fraser was formed to work with staff to plan and implement the event.
The maintenance Manual Committee reported that considerable progress has been made by staff on the draft document and the committee would reconvene in the next few weeks to review the draft document.

The Volunteer Program Committee held its first meeting this month and developed four focus areas for further discussion:

· A Cemetery Watch/Adopt-a-Cemetery Program

· Special Projects – monument cleaning, mulching, landscape maintenance, etc.

· Special Events – example:  placing flags on graves of war veterans on Veteran’s Day

· Cemetery documentation and research

The Committee will meet again on June 4, 9:30 a.m. at HagerSmith Design.

Staff provided the board with a financial report and indicated that the Board would need to review its FY 15 work plan against its available budget I order to develop budget priorities for the coming year.

The board will review the findings and recommendations of the recently completed structural evaluation of several mausoleums at City Cemetery and Mt. Hope Cemetery as part of its budget review.

The next meeting of the board is scheduled for June 9 at 5:50 p.m. at the Tucker House.

Historical Resources and Museum Advisory Board:
Ms. Simes reported the board met the night before the volunteer banquet.  She reviewed what the board is working on and noted the board went on a tour last Saturday of historical properties.  

Sierra/Lineberry Drive Planning Committee:
Mr. Tillett reported there will be a public workshop on May 20, 2014 at 6:30 p.m.  Ms. Simes indicated she was excited to see this all come together.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT – RECEIVED

City Council Updates
MAY 6, 2014
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD
Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources System Plan – Approved
Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources staff and consultant AECOM will present the draft Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources System Plan to City Council for approval.  Over the past 16 months, over 5,300 citizens have been engaged in the development of the System Plan while the project’s website has been viewed over 61,000 times.  The plan includes the culmination of the Existing System Overview, Needs and Priorities Assessment, Vision and Implementation Plan.  System Plan began on March 17.  ON April 7, 2014, the System Plan Planning Committee voted unanimously to recommend the PRCR System Plan to the PRGAB.  On April 17, 2014 the PRGAB voted unanimously to recommend the System Plan to City Council for approval.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONOF THE RALEIGH ARTS COMMISSION
City of Raleigh Arts Commission 2014-2015 Arts Grant Recommendations – Approved

The Raleigh Arts Grant Program has been critical for the development of many of Raleigh’s cultural organizations, helping to bring vitality to the community and providing leverage for nonprofit groups to attract corporate foundation and other matching grants.  A total of 4 applications were reviewed by the Raleigh Arts Commission grants panel for 2014-2015.  The panel consisting of three Arts Commission members and eight community representatives, held eleven meetings in total (panel orientation meeting, six applicant interview sessions, two evaluation meetings, and two funding recommendation meetings).

Announcements (Dedications, Public Meetings, etc)

Committee Meetings:
The Parks Committee will meet on Thursday, June 5 at 5:30 p.m. in the Jaycee Module.

The GWUT Greenway & Urban Trees committee and BPAC committee will meet on Thursday, June 12 at 6:00 p.m. location to be determined.

Public Meetings/Events:
May 20 – 6:30-8:30 p.m.:  Sierra/Lineberry Park Master Plan Public Meeting #3 at Carolina Pines Community Center.

June 9 – 5:30 p.m.:  Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board will meet at the Tucker House.

June 19 – 6:00 p.m.:  Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board regular meeting on Thursday, June 19 will begin at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, 222 W. Hargett Street.
Dedications:
Mordecai Visitor Center Dedication

Wednesday, June 18 at 6:00 p.m.

1101 Wake Forest Road

Halifax Community Center Dedication

Wednesday, June 25 at 5:30 p.m.

1015 Halifax Street

Northeast Outreach Center Dedication

Saturday, May 17

Open House at 10:00-12:00 p.m.

Dedication at 11:00 a.m.

4544 Capital Boulevard

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – RECEIVED

Chairperson Siran reported the Work Plan will be sent to the City Council in July.  Any suggestions should be sent to Ms. Harris.

BOARD COMMENTS – RECEIVED

Mr. Tillett indicated the presentations by the Recreation staff was a great touch.

Mr. Bostic reported the Glenwood CAC has clean up of House Creek Greenway scheduled for May 26.

Ms. Hoverstad indicated the presentation by the Recreation staff was excellent.

Mr. Moore referred to Moore Square changes and an email received relating to removal of trees.  He indicated if there are any trees to be removed, he would share the concern.

Mr. Reston referred to the Art to the Heart bike ride that will take place on 6 miles of greenway.

Ms. Simes questioned how the Downtown Plan affects Moore Square.  Ms. Schumacher-Georgopoulos indicated there will be a hearing on Moore Square at the City Council meeting on May 20.  In regard to trees, she indicated there are a lot of details to be worked out still on that and this is a conceptual plan.  
Mr. Koopman indicated he enjoyed the staff presentation and noted the division does really good work.  He indicated the Volunteer Award ceremony was great and the plants were beautifully done.  He also reported the 4th Tour d’coupe will take place on the following Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, upon motion of Mr. Koopman, seconded by Mr. Tillett, unanimously passed, the meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Brenda Hunt
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