PARKS, RECREATION & GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD

MARCH 19, 2015

MINUTES
The Parks, Recreation & Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB) met on Thursday, March 19, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. at Brier Creek Community Center, 10810 Globe Road, Raleigh, NC with the following present:




Mike Surasky, presiding




Patrick Buffkin

Thomas Moore
Scott Reston

Amy Simes

Excused:

Richard Bostic 

Steve Hepler

Kimberly Wicker

Jay Chaudhuri

Dexter Hebert




Jennifer Hoverstad




Rodger Koopman  




Clodagh Lyons-Bastian




Shane Mellin

Unexcused:

David Millsaps

Staff Present:  Scott Payne, Stephen Bentley, Giavonia Harris, Brenda Hunt, Ken Hisler, Cassie Schumacher-Georgopoulos, Ashley Deans, Robert Stewart, Laura Brannon, Debra Bradsher
Robert Stewart and Laura Brannon welcomed members to Brier Creek Community Center.  Mr. Stewart reviewed some of the programs that take place at the center.
Vice Chair Surasky called the meeting to order at 6:00pm and noted there was not a quorum of members present at this meeting; therefore, no votes would be taken.  Discussion took place as follows:

PUBLIC COMMENTS – NONE RECEIVED

This was an opportunity for the public to speak.  No one asked to be heard.

PRESENTATIONS

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION – REACHOUT
Ms. Deans, Volunteer Services Coordinator, recognized representatives from ReachOUT North Carolina noting this group had been volunteering since 2014 and had participated in various projects including Buffalo Road, Holiday Express and at Biltmore Hills Park.  The group has over 50 members who have donated over 140 hours of their time.  Vice Chair Surasky presented members with a certificate of appreciation for their volunteer efforts.

BOARD DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS

PRIVATE USE OF PARK SPACE – TO BE PLACED ON APRIL AGENDA FOR ACTION
Mr. Payne indicated this item was discussed at the previous meeting and members had also received a memo in the agenda backup.  Since there was no majority at this meeting, the item cannot be voted on and will appear on the next agenda for action.  Mr. Payne indicated a comment was received from a lady about the policy as it relates to aquatics and he had responded back to her.  The proposed policy was also sent to user groups that came to the meeting.
The item was held until the April meeting.

MINUTES – FEBRUARY 19, 2015 – HELD FOR APRIL MEETING

The minutes could not be voted upon due to the lack of a majority.  Approval of the minutes will be placed on the April agenda.

COMMITTEE REPORTS – RECEIVED

STANDING COMMITTEES:
FLETCHER VOLUNTEER AWARDS COMMITTEE:
Mr. Surasky reported award winners were selected.  He requested that members who would be available to hand out awards at the ceremony contact staff noting he would like everyone to participate.  The ceremony will be on May 12 and Duke Energy Center for the Performing Arts.

GWUT/GREENWAY AND URBAN TREES COMMITTEE:
Mr. Surasky reported the Committee is scheduled to meet on Friday, March 27, 2015 at 8:30 a.m. in Conference Room 305 of the Municipal Building.  Dogs and Parks will be discussed.  He noted members had homework relating to survey questions to be included in the survey from dog owner and non-dog owner perspectives.  He indicated the next meeting would be focusing on the next steps to take to define dog park, etc.  They would also like to pick a pilot program to take back to the City Council.  Mr. Buffkin questioned if the meetings are during business hours with Mr. Surasky stating committee members had requested morning meetings.  Mr. Moore indicated a lot of people attended the last meeting.  Mr. Surasky stated he felt there would be some night meetings as well and may have one at a dog park.  He emphasized there would be a lot of opportunity for public input.  

LIAISON REPRESENTATIVES:
BICYCLE & PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMISSION:
Ms. Simes reported the commission met on March 15.  Lights in the New Hope Drive tunnel were discussed.  The lights are there but not turned on.  
Ms. Simes indicated the commission also discussed the new sidewalk prioritization system which will be going to the City Council.  She spoke to the effort to try to connect sidewalks to parks.  There are funds remaining for sidewalks from the previous bond issue.  She indicated sidewalks can be done as part of major street projects but not just for sidewalks.  The question before the City Council to consider relates to funding dedicated to sidewalk projects.  Mr. Payne explained Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources partners with Public Works and Transportation Departments for sidewalks to park areas.  He used as an example Ebenezer Church Road and Lumley Drive that was a partnership between Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources and Public Works Department.

Ms. Simes reported the next commission meeting will be April 20 and noted May is Bike Month.

CITY OF RALEIGH HISTORICAL CEMETERIES ADVISORY BOARD:
Mr. Surasky read the report from the board as follows:

The Advisory Board met on Monday, March 9, 2015 at the Tucker House at 5:30 p.m.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Landscape Committee
The Landscape Committee continues work on potential landscape improvements at City Cemetery.  The committee reviewed specific locations within the cemetery and created a list of proposed improvements and recommended plant species.  The committee hopes to complete this exercise at its next meeting on April 13.  From there, the department will create a schematic landscape plan for the committee’s review.  The full board reviewed and approved the committee’s recommendation to erect “No Dogs Allowed in the Cemetery” signs at entrances to all three historic cemeteries and directed staff to install the signs.

Maintenance Committee

The Maintenance Committee is scheduling a meeting to begin work on draft programmatic certificate of appropriateness for City Cemetery and Mt. Hope Cemetery.  This draft will ultimately be reviewed by the full board as it determines the benefit of local designation for these two historic cemeteries.

Volunteer Committee
The Volunteer Committee did not meet.  Three cemetery volunteers received an orientation at City Cemetery on March 7.  These volunteers have subsequently visited City Cemetery and are engaged in assisting with litter pick-up and inspecting monument and reporting damage.

The board reviewed projects currently on the work plan and others previously discussed.  The board is assisting staff with the development of a prioritized project list so cost estimates can be assembled for the purpose of allocating available funding and implementing these projects over the next several years.

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 13, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. at the Tucker House.  This will be the board’s annual business meeting for the purpose of electing officers and directing staff on the annual report and proposed work plan.

MOORE SQUARE PLG:
Mr. Payne reported the last week in April will be the first meeting.  Information will be brought back to the City Council in early June.  Discussions will involve the program, priorities, etc. noting it has been 3 years since the plan was adopted.  

RALEIGH ARTS PLAN:

Cassie Schumacher-Georgopoulos reported the Raleigh Arts Plan held its Community Engagement Week during the week of March 9-12.  The first Friday community conversations at six local galleries generated more than 600 ideas.  Events continued with a Town Hall kick-off with Mayor McFarlane, four community meetings hosted by City councilors, community conversations at Colony Theatre and Marbles Kids Museum and almost 200 community members participating in 19 focus groups.  To date, thousands of people have engaged in the Plan through community meetings, online forums, focus groups, interviews, community conversations, surveys and special events.  The Steering Committee met on March 12 to wrap up the Engagement Week’s community meetings and focus groups.  They will follow up with notes from the meeting early next week.  The next Steering Committee will be when the Cultural Planning Group returns May 4-6 and details for that meeting will be forth coming.  The next meeting will be an opportunity to talk about what is being heard from community conversations and to hear what information is showing up in the online and mailed survey.  They will also be working together to develop a vision for the plan during this meeting.  Community conversations will be extended until April 30 and to date there have been over 50 community conversations.
Mr. Payne indicated the first draft will be available in the summer and the draft for public review will be available in late summer/early fall.  The plan will be final in late fall.
WOOTEN MEADOW CPC:

The Wooten Meadow Park Master Planning process is currently completing a Park Visioning Phase, to be highlighted at the upcoming Park Open House on Saturday, April 11th, 10am – 1pm, on site, at 2801 W. Millbrook Road.   

The citizen planning committee met for the third time, last night (Wed., 3/18), ending the night with a fuller understanding of site opportunities.  The committee also prioritized a list of park values and indicated their preferences among diverse park elements.   This information will be fully presented for public review at the upcoming on-site workshop, which will have include stations such as Project Overview, Site Analysis, Park Vision, as well as site tours and supervised children’s activities.    Rain or shine, it’s a drop-in opportunities for the community to review the work to date and inform the upcoming the Plan Drafting stage.  A few later, the committee will participate in a design charrette event with a goal of translating the Park Vision into various park concepts, ahead of the second public workshop in June.   The final public workshop will be in late summer, following approximately 3 more committee meetings, and ahead of a formal city review and approval process lead by the PRGAB.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT – RECEIVED
City Council Updates

March 3, 2015

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD

Urban Forestry Municipal Code and City Tree Manual - APPROVED
City Council authorized review of the Urban Forestry section of the city code as well as an update of the City Tree Manual.  The review process included the opportunity for input from citizens, numerous stakeholders and the City Attorney.  The purposes of the changes are to improve clarity and ease of use while building consistency with other City requirements and cross reference the existing UDO and Street Design manual.  The Board has reviewed and proposed updates to the city code and the City Tree Manual; following presentation of the recommendations during the November 5, 2014 Council meeting.  Council directed staff to engage the Technical Resource Group for additional review.  The code and manual have been reviewed by the Landscape Subcommittee of the Technical Resource Group.  Staff will provide a brief presentation of the updates.
Announcements:
Honeycutt Creek Trail Dedication – will be held on Tuesday, March 24 at 5:30 p.m. at Honeycutt Park, 1032 Clear Creek Farm Road.
GWUT Committee – will meet on Friday, March 27 at 8:30 a.m. in the Municipal Building Conference Room 305.

Fletcher Awards – The Fletcher Awards are scheduled for Tuesday, May 12 at the Fletcher Theater.

Pinwheels in Parks – Prevent Child Abuse NC and the City of Raleigh have partnered together to plant pinwheel gardens throughout the City of Raleigh.  The kickoff date is Wednesday, April 1 at 10:00 a.m. in Nash Square with the reading of the Proclamation by the Mayor and the planting of the first pinwheel.  At 11:00 a.m. the other 34 park locations will be planted.

Wooten Meadow “Open Park” Planning Workshop, Saturday, April 11 between 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. – 2801 West Millbrook Road

This is a great opportunity to see the site, meet members of the citizen planning committee and provide feedback on Park Vision ideas.

Raleigh Arts Plan – The next Steering Committee meeting will take place when the Cultural Planning Group, consultant for the plan, returns May 4-6.

The next PRGAB meeting will be Thursday, April 16 at 6:00 p.m. at Laurel Hills Community Center.  Prior to the meeting the committee will gather for our bi-annual picnic in the park at the shelters of Laurel Hills.  The picnic will begin at 5:00 p.m.

BOARD COMMENTS – RECEIVED

Mr. Moore thanked the Brier Creek Community Center staff for the tour of the facility and indicated they are doing an awesome job with the school.

Mr. Buffkin asked how the snow and ice clean up went.  Mr. Payne indicated this was a busy time for the City noting parks crews have been out cutting any trees crossing streets and rights-of-way.  After this was completed, they went through parks and greenways and are still working on that.  Solid Waste Services lost almost 2 weeks and parks staff with Public Utilities and Public Works are helping them catch up.  The City received 3500 calls from people who did not know about the 2 weeks for debris pickup.  The City is now in the process of initiating contracts with outside sources for the completion of the clean-up.  He noted storm events are city-wide efforts.  The City also had sites open to receive children due to school closings.
Ms. Simes thanked staff for the Brier Creek Community Center tour.  She also referred to a workshop she attended about joint use agreements with Wake County noting it was good to see one in place.

Ms. Simes reported BPAC is going to CAC meetings noting she attended the Northeast CAC meeting last week where they talked about how to get sidewalks from New Hope Road along Buffalo Road to parks.  She questioned if there is some way to look at this together with GWUT.  Mr. Surasky responded that various committees have had joint meetings previously and that could be arranged again.

Mr. Surasky thanked staff for the tour this evening.  He indicated he was very happy that we are replacing equipment on a regular basis.  He indicated on a city wide tour, it appeared those were not getting replaced as quickly as they are at Brier Creek Center.  He stressed the need to be fair and equitable to all parts of the City.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m. by Vice Chair Surasky according to Roberts Rules of Order.  
Respectively submitted,

Brenda Hunt
