PARKS, RECREATION & GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD

APRIL 16, 2015

MINUTES
The Parks, Recreation & Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB) met on Thursday, April 16, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. at Laurel Hills Community Center, 3808 Edwards Mill Road, Raleigh, NC with the following present:




Kimberly Wicker, presiding




Richard Bostic




Patrick Buffkin




Jay Chaudhuri




Christopher Dillon




Dexter Hebert




Steve Hepler




Jennifer Hoverstad




Rodger Koopman




Clodagh Lyons-Bastian




Shane Mellin

David Millsaps

Scott Reston

Amy Simes

Mike Surasky

Excused:

Thomas Moore 

Staff Present: Diane Sauer, Stephen Bentley, Giavonia Harris, Brenda hunt, Dick Bailey, Tory Miller-Mocock, Adrian Starks, Trisha Hasch, Cindy Trumbower, Thomas McCount, Tori Spaugh, Grayson Maughan, Ken Hisler, Cassie Schumacher-Georgopoulos, Wayne Schindler, Ashley Deans, Shawsheen Baker, Lisa Potts, Cindy Williams, Linda Stafford

Cindy Williams and Linda Stafford welcomed members to Laurel Hills Community Center.  Ms. Williams indicated staff if proud of this 17 years old facility.  Ms. Stafford reviewed the various programs available at the center.

Chairperson Wicker called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. with discussion and action taken as follows:

PUBLIC COMMENTS – NONE RECEIVED

This was an opportunity for the public to speak.  No one asked to be heard.

PRESENTATIONS

Chairperson Wicker presented Scott Reston with a plaque honoring his 6 years of service as a member of the PRGAB.  Some of Mr. Reston’s accomplishments were reviewed.

HARVEY KARSEVAR AWARD – PRESENTED

The Harvey Karsevar Award for Coaching Excellence is presented annually to an outstanding coach.  The history of the award was provided.  Mrs. Karsevar, on behalf of the Karsevar family, presented the 2015 award to Keith Sutton who has been a volunteer coach for 4 years.

WALK RALEIGH PROGRAM – RECEIVED AS INFORMATION

Lisa Potts explained the Walk Raleigh Program challenges people to walk and is a campaign the City is exploring as a pilot greenway project and has been authorized as a staff level project.  This has extended beyond where staff felt it would.  Blue Cross/Blue Shield and staff saw value in the program.  Blue Cross/Blue Shield will sponsor some of the signage. A sample of the signage was presented.  Staff feels House Creek Greenway would be a good pilot area which is a new trail connecting 3 main areas that would be a great opportunity for the initial roll out.  Locations of signs, etc. were reviewed.  There are 10-12 different destinations and transition points along this trail which presents an excellent pilot project for this purpose.  It was noted the signs would include the Blue Cross/Blue Shield logo.

Mr. Buffkin indicated he approved the layout of the signs and the idea of the project in general and would be interested in having these all over the City eventually.   

Ms. Potts explained the Public Works Department will prepare the signs and they will be installed in 7 areas along the trail.  The Memorandum of Agreement is in the City Attorney’s office for finalizing.

The report was received as information.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE – RECEIVED AS INFORMATION

Trisha Hasch, Urban Planner with the City of Raleigh, provided an update of the 2030 Comprehensive Plan. She indicated this document was originally approved in 2009 and at that time it was agreed it would be updated every 5 years.  She noted in that short time a lot has changed, particularly as it relates to transit.  She noted the Comprehensive Plan is on the City’s website.  She provided a slide presentation outlining various aspects of the plan, changes, etc.  The presentation included information relating to the necessity for the update, goals, vision, elements in the Comprehensive Plan, growth trends, latest planning initiatives and new and emerging best practices.  The three phase scope of work included due diligence, outreach and in-reach and plan drafting.  There will be a set of meetings in July for citizens to review and comment on changes, etc.  Ms. Hasch reviewed the schedule for public meetings and explained the Downtown Plan will be coming out shortly for review.   Ms. Hasch indicated the plan looks at accommodating growth but doesn’t get down to designs, distance, etc.  The plan would set out the location of what we believe would be primary corridors, where growth is expected to occur, more frequent service to high volume areas or reaching out citywide so everyone has equal access, etc.  Ms. Hasch pointed out there would be a public meeting on this item on May 6 at Carolina Pines Community Center from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.

The presentation was received as information.

PRESENTATION/BOARD DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS

SASSAFRAS SCHEMATIC DESIGN REVIEW – APPROVAL RECOMMENDED TO CITY COUNCIL 

Shawsheen Baker, Senior Park Planner, reviewed this item noting the project involves rebuilding of the current playground located at Laurel Hills Park and is for children with all abilities.  She spoke to how special this project is, how it got started, fundraising event for the park, etc.  This project is entirely funded by private dollars.  The item was on the agenda for a review of the schematic concept and, upon approval of the PRGAB, will go to the City Council at their next meeting.  At that point, construction documents, etc. will be moved forward.   This involves a public/private partnership.  Mr. Reston spoke to how people love this playground and noted there is a lot of emotion tied to this playground.

Graham Smith, Principal of DHM Design, reviewed the schematic design in detail.  The project includes 3+ acres of land and would be totally accessible to everyone.  ADA requires starting the design at the parking lot and going to the open playfield.  Funding was reviewed with Mr. Smith noting this is a true community effort.  The project framework, site, donated plaque, entrance area, topography, project concept, project schedule and therapy elements were reviewed in detail.  Mr. Smith explained funding is short at this time but there are ideas on how to phase the project during fundraising efforts.  The Memorandum of Understanding is currently being developed since this is a public/private partnership.  In response to questioning, Mr. Smith indicated the park will be closed for approximately 6 months during construction.  Ms. Baker indicated there is a backup plan if all funds don’t come in and pointed out the portion that would be done in that case.

Mr. Reston moved that this design be forwarded to the City Council with a recommendation of approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman, unanimously passed.  Chairperson Wicker ruled the motion adopted.

PRIVATE USE OF PARK SPACE – APPROVAL RECOMMENDED TO CITY COUNCIL

Mr. Buffkin indicated this was presented at the February PRGAB meeting and generally involves people who want to offer private tennis and swim lessons.  Discussion of this item has been going on for a number of months.  The proposal, provided to members of the PRGAB, establishes a permit process for this purpose.  Ms. Sauer explained the Parks Committee worked on this item met several times and received a lot of input from stakeholders on how these policies would accommodate their schedules.  The original draft included a twice per year approval but stakeholders preferred one time per year and the committee made adjustments based upon stakeholder input.    Mr. Buffkin stated he felt all comments were addressed by the committee.

Mr. Buffkin moved that the Board recommend adoption of the process to the City Council.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Hepler, unanimously passed.  Chairperson Wicker ruled the motion adopted.

MINUTES – FEBRUARY 19 AND MARCH 19, 2015 – APPROVED

Members received a copy of the February 19 and March 19, 2015 Minutes prior to the meeting.  

Mr. Buffkin moved approval of the February 19, 2015 minutes.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Chaudhuri, unanimously passed.  Chairperson Wicker ruled the motion adopted.

Ms. Hoverstad moved approval of the March 19, 2015 minutes.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Surasky, unanimously passed.  Chairperson Wicker ruled the motion adopted.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:

FLETCHER VOLUNTEER AWARDS COMMITTEE:
Ms. Wicker reported the Fletcher Awards ceremony will be held on Tuesday, May 12, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. at Fletcher Theater.  She noted PRGAB members present the awards.  There are 14 categories and have added 1 outstanding cultural resources volunteer award.  She indicated volunteers are needed to present the awards.  Mr. Millsaps and Mr. Chaudhuri volunteered to assist with award presentations.

Ms. Harris indicated group pictures will be taken at 6:00 p.m.

GWUT/GREENWAY AND URBAN TREES COMMITTEE:

Mr. Surasky reported the committee discussion at the last meeting related to Dogs and Parks, staff did a great job of presenting information on the system plan.  He stressed there is a big need for dog parks and the committee feels there is a need to determine what the actual needs are for the dog parks and what the components should be.  The committee talked about the time frame for any new dog parks noting there are some funds available in the budget but a very small amount.  A dog park in the Downtown area was discussed by the committee including available property in the Downtown area, how do dog parks fit into Downtown and the fact there are a lot of dog owners living Downtown.  The committee is working to determine if there are properties that would work for a dog park.  Mr. Surasky reported survey questions and criteria for dog parks were discussed at length.  The next meeting will be Thursday, May 7 at 8:30 a.m. in Raleigh Municipal Building, Conference Room 305.  The committee would also like to have public input at night as well and one idea is doing a community conversation type of meeting at a park.

LIAISON REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS:
BICYCLE & PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMISSION:
Ms. Simes reported the commission has not met since the last meeting.  The next meeting will be held on April 20.  She reported that May is Bike Month starting with a group ride on the morning of May 1.

WOOTEN MEADOWS CPC:

Ms. Hoverstad reported the first meeting had been held and there were 45 attendees which was a really encouraging turn out.  She noted people in the area are excited about doing something with this land.  A tour of the property was provided.  There will be another meeting held on May 13 at 8:30 a.m. at Lake Lynn Community Center.  She reported there is also a petition for a community garden going in that space.

CITY OF RALEIGH HISTORIC CEMETERIES ADVISORY BOARD:
Mr. Schindler reported the Board met on Monday, April 13 at the Tucker House.

Board Committee Reports

Landscape Committee:

The Landscape Committee has completed its preliminary work on landscape improvements at City Cemetery.  The committee reviewed suggested streetscape plantings along Hargett Street, East Street and New Bern Avenue and directed staff to determine potential tree planting locations within the cemetery based on the archaeological report that was completed after the 2011 tornado.  The committee also directed staff to create a schematic landscape plan for review at its next meeting on May 11.  Staff reported that “No Dogs Allowed in the Cemetery” signs have been installed at the entrances of all three historic cemeteries.

Maintenance Committee
The Maintenance Committee will meet on April 27 at 12 noon at the Raleigh Municipal Building to begin work on a draft programmatic certificate of appropriateness for City Cemetery and Mt. Hope Cemetery.  This draft will ultimately be reviewed by the full board as it determines the benefit of local designation for these two historic cemeteries.

Volunteer Committee:

The Volunteer Committee did not meet.  The chair indicated that a meeting would be scheduled to begin planning for a cemetery watch program at City Cemetery.

BOARD MEMBER REAPPOINTMENTS:

The board held its annual election for chair and vice-chair.  Jimmy Thiem was reelected as chair and Jane Thurman was elected vice-chair replacing Jenny Harper.

ANNUAL REPORT AND PROPOSED FY 16 WORK PLAN

The board finalized its proposed work plan for FY 16.  The work plan will be included in the board’s annual report to the City Council in May.

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, May 11 at 5:30 p.m. at the Tucker House.

2015 ENVIRONMENTAL AWARDS CELEBRATION:

Ms. Lyons-Bastian reported the celebration will be held on Wednesday, April 22, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. at the NC Museum of Natural Science.  The Committee has decided upon the winners.  She indicated the celebration will be open to everyone.

HISTORICAL RESOURCES AND MUSEUM ADVISORY BOARD:

Ms. Simes reported the board met on March 25 and elected officers.  There will be a Civil War Reenactment on April 25, 2015 from 8:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.  The next Board meeting will be held on April 25, 2015.

MOORE SQUARE PLG:

Ms. Maughan reported the City Council adopted the Moore Square Plan in 2011 and there is now money to implement the plan.  This involves a very comprehensive approach to Moore Square and it is very important to our City.  There will be 2 open houses on April 20 and April 30 and surveys will be taken on May 1 at City Market and outside the City Museum.  She indicated people’s priorities are needed since we are moving forward with the master plan.  She noted this plan is very important since, once the park opens, there will be activities taking place.  

RALEIGH ARTS PLAN:

Mr. Hepler reported the Arts Plan activities are in full sing and the month of March will be very active.  He indicated community conversations had been held.  A Steering Committee meeting was held on March 12 and the Planning Group is coming back on May 4-6 to take the next steps.  Ms. Schumacher-Georgopolous reviewed what has taken place thus far noting people want more art closer to their homes.  The on line survey has been closed with 1600 surveys taken on line and 900 mailed.  She indicated staff is reviewing 230 pages of survey responses.  She indicated community conversations are still being done and currently staff is targeting the CACs.  The Cultural Planning people will have feedback in May with a presentation to the City Council in May.

DIRECTOR AND CHAIR REPORTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS – RECEIVED

Ms. Sauer announced that Dick Bailey will be retiring at the end of April after 28 years of service to the City of Raleigh.  There will be a retirement reception for Mr. Bailey at the Borden Building on April 29, 2015.  Ms. Sauer thanked Mr. Bailey for his outstanding work over the last 28 years.

Announcements (Dedications, Public Meetings, etc.)

2015 Environmental Awards Celebration – Wednesday, April 22 at 7:00 p.m. at NC Museum of Natural Science.

Playground Build Day at Powell Drive Park – Saturday, April 25 at 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m., 740 Powell Drive.

Moore Square:  There will be two open house meetings open to the public.  All public meetings will be held in Market Hall, 215 Wolfe Street (City Market).

· Public Leadership Group Kick-Off – April 28, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m., City Market

· Open House – April 29, 2:00 – 4:00 p.m., City Market

· Open House – April 30, 6:00 – 8:00 p.m., City Market

· First Friday – May 1, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m., City Market and outside of the City Museum

Raleigh Arts Plan:  The next Raleigh Arts Plan Steering Committee meeting will take place when the Cultural Planning group, consultant for the plan, returns May 4-6.  Meeting information is forthcoming.

GWUT Committee – will meet on Thursday, May 7 at 8:30 a.m. in the Municipal Building.

Fletcher Awards – The Fletcher Awards are scheduled for Tuesday, May 12 at 7:00 p.m. at the Fletcher Theater.

Wooten Meadow CPS – will meet on Wednesday, May 13 at 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. at Lake Lynn Community Center.  The committee will begin the design and drafting stage at this meeting.

THE PRGAB WILL MEET ON THURSDAY, MAY 21 AT 6:00 P.M. AT GREEN ROAD COMMUNITY CENTER.

BOARD COMMENTS – RECEIVED

Mr. Koopman referred to naming of parks and buildings noting there is a resolution outlining requirements and the process begins with the PRGAB.  Mr. Koopman indicated Charles Meeker was relentless in his drive to make Downtown a much better place.  He noted before serving as mayor, he served the City for a long time.  He felt it would be appropriate to recognize him in some meaningful way and if there is any opportunity for the PRGAB to do that, it would be a good thing to do.  Ms. Sauer indicated staff would provide the resolution to members.  It was noted there may be an opportunity to name a portion of Moore Square after Mr. Meeker.

Mr. Bostic indicated he raised his son going to Sassafras Playground and looked forward to taken his granddaughter there as well.  He welcomed to members to his part of town at Laurel Hills.

Mr. Buffkin stated he enjoyed having these meetings at different locations.

Mr. Dillon indicated he lives in Southwest Raleigh and has a 7 year old daughter and they spend a lot of time on the greenway.  He indicated he was excited to be a part of the PRGAB.

Mr. Millsaps indicated this facility is very impressive and the Sassafras Playground accessibility standard that the playground is being built upon should be the standard that all playgrounds are built to.  

Mr. Surasky welcomed the new PRGAB members and thanked Mr. Reston for his work on the PRGAB.  He referred to the pinwheel planting that took place at the previous meeting.  He indicated he visited the City of Raleigh Museum and the exhibits were excellent.  Mr. Surasky indicated he represented the PRGAB at the Method Road Pickle Ball Center opening noting it was well attended.

Mr. Hepler thanked Mr. Reston for his service on the PRGAB.  He also referred to the excellent job Ms. Schumacher-Georgopolous is doing with the Arts Plan.

Mr. Reston indicated he had enjoyed working on the PRGAB.  He noted he could remember in 2010 that every month there would be a groundbreaking or ribbon cutting.

Ms. Lyons-Bastian thanked Mr. Reston for his service on the PRGAB and welcomed Mr. Dillon.  She noted staff did an excellent job during discussions relating to dogs in parks.  She referred to the 2015 Environmental Awards noting some great companies will receive awards and one of the awards may be park connected in some way.

Ms. Simes thanked Mr. Reston for his service on the PRGAB.  She indicated everywhere she goes, people ask about dog parks or community gardens.  It was pointed out there is a stakeholder group working for several years (non-profit) on the process for community gardens in public space.  

Mr. Koopman thanked Mr. Reston for his service and welcomed Mr. Dillon.  He referred to shading at playgrounds noting shading some of the Sassafras play area should be studied.  This would enhance the experience of the children.  He noted accessibility is also being able to play outside when it is really hot.

Ms. Wicker thanked Mr. Reston for his service on the PRGAB and thanked staff for their hard work.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, upon motion of Mr. Hepler, seconded by Mr. Koopman, unanimously passed, the meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

Respectively submitted,

Brenda Hunt
