PARKS, RECREATION & GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD

JULY 16, 2015

MINUTES
The Parks, Recreation & Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB) met on Thursday, July 16, 2015, at 6:00 p.m.at the Jaycee Module, 2405 Wade Avenue, Raleigh, NC with the following present:




Kimberly Wicker, presiding




Richard Bostic

Patrick Buffkin

Jay Chaudhuri




Christopher Dillon




Jennifer Hoverstad




Rodger Koopman




Clodagh Lyons-Bastian




Shane Mellin




David Millsaps




Amy Simes

Mike Surasky

Excused:

Dexter Hebert




Steve Hepler



Thomas Moore

Staff Present: Diane Sauer, Scott Payne, Stephen Bentley, Giavonia Harris, Ken Hisler, Wayne Schindler, Cassie Schumacher-Georgopolous, Grayson Maughan, David Shouse, Matthew Keough, Debra Bradsher
Chairperson Wicker called the meeting to order at 6:02pm with discussion and action taken as follows:

PUBLIC COMMENTS – NONE RECEIVED

This was an opportunity for the public to speak relating to any item not on the agenda.  No one asked to be heard.

PRESENTATIONS

PARKS AND RECREATION MONTH – PASSPORTS PRESENTED
Mr. Bentley indicated July is Parks and Recreation month nationally.  The passport program was explained and he reviewed how the passports work, explained the program, where people can get information on the rules, how one visits participating locations.  Members were provided with passports with stamps representing different locations across the city. A picture was taken of the PRGAB and staff holding their passports. He asked the PRGAB members to share their pictures utilizing #DiscoverRaleighParks.  
GENE TOMLINSON GOLF TOURNAMENT – FUNDS PRESENTED
Steve White, recently retired Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources employee, reported he was asked to chair the committee to put on the Gene Tomlinson Memorial Golf Tournament in June.  He explained Mr. Tomlinson passed away noting he and Mr. Tomlinson worked together and then he hired him to work with the Senior Golf League.  He introduced others present including Mr. Tomlinson’s wife and 2 grandchildren and retired Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources employees Ersell Liles and Bill Cooke.  Mr. White explained the proceeds of the tournament are to go to the scholarship fund.

Mr. Liles reviewed Mr. Tomlinson’s biography and work history including the fact he was a Viet Nam veteran, a Raleigh native, the first Parks Director in Fuquay-Varina and retired in 2002 after serving 22 years in Raleigh’s Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources Department.  Mr. Tomlinson died of a heart attack on February 20, 2012.  Mr. Liles explained the Tournament Committee is made up of 18 men and women who knew Mr. Tomlinson personally.  He encouraged the PRGAB to continue their support of the tournament.

Mr. White presented Chairperson Wicker with a check in the amount of $4,000 for the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources Scholarship Fund in Gene Tomlinson’s memory.

MOORE SQUARE IMPLEMENTATION PRIORITIES REPORT – PRESENTATION RECEIVED AS INFORMATION
Grayson Maughan, Parks Planner, introduced Zachary Chrisco and Gina Ford, the consultant team from Sasaki Associates.

Mr. Chrisco reviewed the project and the implementation schedule noting this item is on the agenda to receive the Priorities Report.  Sasaski Associates conducted over 30 meetings with staff, stakeholders, citizens, nonprofits, business owners as well as meetings with the Mayor and all Council members to review the implementation of the Moore Square Master Plan.  Support for the project moving forward was overwhelming and the desire to move the project forward beyond the current timeline was stressed.  Mr. Chrisco indicated the purpose of the Priorities Report is to inform the upcoming schematic design process that will adjust the master plan to reflect the most current desired experiences of park visitors, the great opportunity to see the return on investment for the square’s redevelopment and to ensure it has a sustainable future.

Mr. Chrisco reviewed some of the priorities as follows:
· Design must be open and flexible to support a diversity of activities and to support daily neighborhood type gatherings

· Design should maintain elements defining its legacy, such as the perimeter trees and also introduce changes in response to the contemporary and future city needs

· Since more families are moving and visiting Downtown, design should include walkable parks with family recreation opportunities and should promote nature exploration

· Public Art should be site-integrated and be of high quality and rooted in place and identify

· Food & restrooms should be available to encourage longer visits in the parks.  If inclusion of structures in the park threatens the project moving forward, adjacent alternatives should be assessed

· Improvements should be durable and functional since the improvements will be a major investment in the future of Raleigh’s public realm and the character of Downtown.  Ensuring the longevity of this investment is critical.
Mr. Chrisco reviewed the timeline for this project.  The Priorities Report will go to the City Council in August ending Phase One of the process.  The City Council will be requested to authorize proceeding with Phase Two including the master plan adjustment and development of preliminary Schematic Design process from August through November 2015.  Phase 3 involving final design and permitting will occur December 2015 through May 2016 and Phase Four involving bidding and construction will occur summer 2016 through summer 2017.
Ms. Ford referred to the desire for Moore Square to have flexibility in order to become more of an everyday space.  She referred to the rich history and Raleigh’s heritage in this area.  Safety was discussed as well as the desire to activate the park and change the perception of this area.  Ms. Ford spoke to the current oak trees lining the square providing shade, the need to preserve the open lawn, possibility of a water feature and nature based play and public art and the need to move away from individual art objects and more toward integrated storytelling and history.  The plan should also connect the square to adjacent retail, restaurants, etc.  She noted food and restrooms support the life of the park.

Mr. Chrisco explained the goal is to take the priorities and put them in a plan and establish a master plan that will become a schematic design.  Ms. Maughan noted staff will be seeking authorization from the City Council to go to schematic design.

Ms. Maughan indicated the park will be closed one year for construction.  He noted Chairperson Wicker and Mr. Buffkin attending the PLG meeting.  Chairperson Wicker indicated this was an excellent meeting where everyone discussed their favorite priorities and why.  She noted this will be going forward to the City Council on August 4.  Ms. Sauer indicated the PRGAB will be asked to take action on the schematic design toward the end of the year.  Ms. Maughan indicated the design will be presented to the public at an open house and also will be reviewed by the Public Art and Design Committee.  
Mr. Buffkin referred to the PLG meeting held the previous evening and the fact those present want to get this project started.  He indicated this process if valuable and positive.  He noted he didn’t know when the park was last changed and felt it is very good to get it right.  He stated the things he had heard from people living in the area and visitors are excited about this project. 
In response to a question from Mr. Millsaps, Ms. Schumacher-Georgopolous reviewed how the project got to this point.  Ms. Ford indicated over 100 people came to the last public input session and all stressed they really want to see a change.  Mr. Dillon questioned the City’s plans for the bus station with Ms. Sauer responding Moore Square will still be used as a bus station and will be renovated after the first of the year.

The report was received as information.

PERRY CREEK SYSTEM INTEGRATION PLAN - APPROVED – REFERRED TO CITY COUNCIL

Mr. Buffkin reported the Parks Committee met on July 3 and reviewed this plan and unanimously recommended that the PRGAB recommend approval and send the Plan on to the City Council.  He noted it is a thorough document.   He stated the idea of this space bordering along the Neuse River and whether it justifies having a nature preserve was discussed and felt that the qualifications for that are not present at the park at this time.
Mr. Shouse made a presentation of the park noting it is 25 acres and noted some of this site is in the floodplain.  Discussion followed relating to the reasons this park does not currently fit the definition of nature preserve.  Mr. Bostic stated he feels good about the tree conservation and buffers along the greenway and was most impressed with the staff work on this.  In response to a question, Mr. Shouse reviewed what defines a nature preserve including context, proximity to other sites that might boost its consideration for nature preserve, proximity to other nature preserves, etc.  Mr. Shouse stated he would send information to PRGAB members relating to nature preserves.  He indicated this particular park has o next door neighbors and the streets are not built yet.
Mr. Buffkin moved approval of the Perry Creek System Integration Plan and referral of this item to the City Council for action on August 4, 2015.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Millsaps, unanimously passed.  Chairperson Wicker ruled the motion adopted.

MINUTES – JUNE 18, 2015 – APPROVED
Minutes of the June 18, 2015 meeting were provided to members in the agenda packet.  Mr. Koopman moved approval of the minutes.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Hoverstad, unanimously passed.  Chairperson Wicker ruled the motion adopted.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:

GWUT/Greenway and Urban Trees Committee:
Mr. Surasky reported the Committee would be meeting on July 29 at 4:00 p.m. in Room 305 of the Municipal Building.

LIAISON REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS:

Historical Resources and Museum Advisory Board:
Ms. Simes reported the Board met on June 24 and worked on the annual report.  The Board is also in the process of hiring a new curator.  She also reported summer camps are going strong.
John Chavis Memorial Park PLG:
Mr. Bostic reported the PLG met on July 30.  Clearscapes if helping the group review this.  It will take one year to get to schematic design.  Kickoff is in 2 weeks at Chavis Park.  There will be four public meetings in the course of one year.  Mr. Millsaps has also volunteered to serve on the PLG.

Perry Creek SIP:
Mike Surasky reported a questionnaire had been sent out by the consultant.  He indicated this is a location where there are a lot of opportunities for excellence in this park.  He stated there are many things around it, ie. Open land, a Wake County Public School, Wake Technical College, apartments, etc.  The group also discussed active recreation and access at the meeting.

Wooten Meadow CPC:
Ms. Hoverstad reported The News & Observer put out an online article this afternoon relating to concepts that have been released.   She stated three concepts had been recommended noting it will be a tough choice to select the best.  She noted overall they cannot go wrong.  The next meeting will be August 31.

AD HOC COMMITTEE:

Nomination Committee:

The agenda outlined the duties of the Nomination Committee as follows:

· To accept names of PRGAB members that are willing to serve as Chair/Vice Chair

· Date to accept nominations of individuals willing to serve as Chair/Vice Chair is July 17-August 20

· The PRGAB will vote by ballot at the September 17th meeting

· The new officers will take office at the October 15th meeting

Mr. Koopman will serve in this capacity and members are to email nominations to him.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Ms. Sauer reported the report would be provided in the meeting follow up report.

BOARD COMMENTS – RECEIVED
Ms. Hoverstad asked when the Dixon Drive playground will be resurfaced.  Ms. Sauer will check on this and provide that information.

Mr. Buffkin indicated on July 4 he walked a section of greenway noting it was a great experience.

Mr. Surasky stated he was excited about having the next PRGAB meeting at the Pickle Ball court.

Mr. Bostic referred to Prairie Ridge noting it was his first nature play area.  He indicated you can play with sticks and stones rather than on fancy equipment.

Mr. Mellin indicated the Lake Johnson repaving looks fantastic.

Mr. Millsaps stated he is very interested in the Park Passport and would be interested in helping it to grow.

Mr. Dillon thanked staff for their help at the Parks Committee.
Chairperson Wicker announced there would be no August meeting.  The next meeting will be held in September at Method Road Park.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, upon motion of Mr. Koopman, seconded by Ms. Lyons-Bastian, the meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Brenda Hunt
