PARKS, RECREATION & GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD

MAY 21, 2015

MINUTES
The Parks, Recreation & Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB) met on Thursday, May 21, 2015, at Green Road Community Center, 4201 Green Road, Raleigh, NC with the following present:




Kimberly Wicker, presiding




Patrick Buffkin




Christopher Dillon




Dexter Hebert




Jennifer Hoverstad




Rodger Koopman




Clodagh Lyons-Bastian




David Millsaps

Amy Simes

Mike Surasky

Excused:

Richard Bostic




Jay Chaudhuri




Shane Mellin




Thomas Moore
Unexcused:

Steve Hepler 

Staff Present: Diane Sauer, Scott Payne, Stephen Bentley, Giavonia Harris, Ken Hisler, Wayne Schindler, Ashley Deans, Aundrea White, Debra Bradsher, Christy Murray, Grayson Maughan, Brenda Hunt 
Aundrea White, Director, Green Road Community Center, welcomed members.  She expressed appreciation for the PRGAB’s commitment to the department and staff.

Chairperson Wicker called the meeting to order at 6:06pm with discussion and action taken as follows:

PUBLIC COMMENTS – NONE RECEIVED

This was an opportunity for the public to speak.  No one asked to be heard.

PRESENTATIONS

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION – READ AND FEED – PRESENTED

Ashley Deans introduced Christy Murray who is the Director of Peach Road Community Center and Kati Mullans who represented Read and Feed organization.  Ms. Deans indicated the Read and Feed organization has provided a weekly program meeting with 6-11 year olds for 30 minutes since 2012.  They provide mentoring service through pizza parties, etc.  Over the 3 years, they have provided 2,000 books, 1,500 meals and 120 hours meeting with the children.  This totals to $10,000 of in-kind service.  Ms. Mullans indicated they serve low income, low educated neighborhoods.  She indicated these children love books and appreciate the mentoring and they are valuing something that is not normally values in their homes.  Chairperson Wicker presented Ms. Mullans with a plaque noting this is a special program for special areas.
MINUTES – APRIL 16, 2015 – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Members had received a copy of the April 16, 2015, minutes in their packets.  Mr. Millsaps referred to the board comments section of the minutes should indicate Sassafras Playground accessibility standard that the playground is being built upon should be the standard that all playgrounds are built to.  Mr. Buffkin moved approval of the minutes as amended. His motion was seconded by Ms. Hoverstad, unanimously passed.  Chairperson Wicker ruled the motion adopted.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
STANDING COMMITTEES – REPORTS RECEIVED

Fletcher Volunteer Awards Committee:
Chairperson Wicker reported the awards were presented the previous Tuesday evening noting this was a great ceremony.  She noted the stage was beautifully done and thanked the Parks crew for their hard work.  She pointed out Ms. Trumbower is retiring in December and received an award for her service.  She thanked the committee for their hard work.

GWUT/Greenway and Urban Trees Committee:
Mr. Surasky reported the committee met on May 7 and reviewed guidelines for off leash dog facilities.  The next process is to review that material for discussion at the next meeting.  He thanked Mr. Schindler for his work on this document.  The committee also reviewed Buffalo Road Park that might be a good location near the aquatics center for a dog park.  They also looked at Leesville Road Master Plan but were not sure about this one.  The next steps are to review the documents and criteria provided and will start having some discussions with the City Council about the criteria.  The next steps will involve surveys, public meetings and determining other locations for dog facilities.

LIAISON REPRESENTATIVES – REPORTS RECEIVED

Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Commission:
Ms. Simes reported the commission met on May 18; however, she was out of town.  The commission was to discuss Bike Month activities and updating work plans.  She further indicated 50-60 bicyclists rode in the Raleigh Roots Ride.  The next meeting will be June 15, 2015.
City’s Bike Plan Update:
Mr. Koopman reported the Bike Plan has been distributed and the next meeting is scheduled for the following week.

City of Raleigh Historical Cemeteries Advisory Board:

The City of Raleigh Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board met on Monday, May 11, 2015 at the Tucker House.

Board Committee Reports

Landscape Committee

The Landscape Committee did not meet in May. Staff continues work on a final landscape plan for City Cemetery which will review with the committee at their meeting on June 8.

Maintenance Committee

The Maintenance Committee met on April 27 and began a review and initial work on a draft programmatic certificate of appropriateness for City Cemetery and Mt. Hope Cemetery. This draft will ultimately be reviewed by the full board as it determines the benefit of local designation for these two historic cemeteries.

Volunteer Committee 

The Volunteer Committee did not meet. The chair indicated that a meeting would be scheduled with the Thompson-Hunter Neighborhood Association to discuss participation in a cemetery watch program at City Cemetery.
Board Member Reappointments

Five members were reappointed to the board by City Council.  Another board member has moved out of Raleigh and City Council is receiving nominations from the board to fill this vacancy. 

Annual Report and Proposed FY 16 Work Plan

The board reviewed and edited a draft of its FY 15 annual report. Staff will finalize the annual report and present for final approval at the next meeting.  It is anticipated that the board chair will present the annual report and FY 16 proposed work plan to City Council in late June.

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, June 8, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. at the Tucker House.
2015 Environmental Awards Celebration:
Ms. Lyons-Bastian reported there was a wonderful celebration on April 22 at the N. C. Museum of Natural Sciences and there was a packed house.  She noted Mayor McFarlane was present at this event and it was a great overall event.

Historical Resources and Museum Advisory Board:
Ms. Simes reported the board met on April 22 and had a presentation by Ms. Hasch, Planning Department, on the Comprehensive Plan update.  The annual volunteer banquet was on April 23 which was a nice event.  Four City Council members attended the banquet.  She indicated the Sunday in the Park Concert Series will be held this summer at Pullen and Fletcher Parks.  The next meeting of the board will be May 27 at Mordecai.

Moore Square PLG:
Chairperson Wicker reported this group did meet noting the consultants were in town the last week of April.  An excellent presentation of the process they are starting was provided.  The master plan was approved and that is being taken to construction drawings and looking at the plan again.  She noted this meeting was well attended.  There were 2 open houses held attended by 100 people.  It was noted everyone is ready to move forward; however, the restrooms and refreshment stands issues are still to be resolved.  This will come back to this PRGAB in July.

Mr. Buffkin indicated he attended one of the open houses and it was very well done.  Displays were provided and feedback was received.  He indicated the open house he attended was not heavily attended but there were 85 attendees at the 2nd open house.
Raleigh Arts Plan:
It was reported this group will be winding up the following week and the final report will be ready at the end of the summer.  An excellent job has been done reaching out to all demographic areas, etc., and are blending the business side with community input with partners.  Chairperson Wicker indicated Anita Watkins and her husband are hosting a meeting.
Wooten Meadow CPC:
Ms. Hoverstad reported this group met on May 13 and had an excellent meeting.  This was the first time where they did a design workshop.  There were 4 groups who were given the lay out of the land and asked to design the park as they saw fit based on public comments and their own visions.  Most members of the CPC are neighbors and primary users of the park.  She noted overall the people want to keep the space as natural as possible but making it very usable.  She indicated this was a good workshop.  The next event will be a public workshop on June 22 at York Elementary School that will be a conversation meeting.  Design alternatives will be presented to the committee first and then to the public.  There will also be some innovative online opportunities.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT – RECEIVED

May 5, 2015
REPORT/RECOMMENDATION OF THE PARKS, RECREATION & GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD – SASSAFRAS PLAYGROUND SCHEMATIC PLAN – APPROVED – STAFF AUTHORIZED TO PROCEED

The schematic design for the Sassafras All Children’s Playground at Laurel Hills Park has been presented to the public and approved by the PRGAB.  Shawsheen Baker explained the plan was presented and approved by the Board last month.  She expressed appreciation to the City Council for their support by including funds in the 2014 Bond program for this playground.  She introduced Grant Smith, DHM Design, 727 Hargett Street, who explained this is a public private partnership in cooperation with the Frankie Lemon Foundation, private and corporate donors and the City of Raleigh.  He explained this is the site of the existing Laurel Hills All Children’s Playground which encompasses 3.5 acres.  The projected budget is $2.3M and it is to create a play space for children with all abilities.

The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

May 19, 2015
REPORT/RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

Financing Options – Dix Park Acquisition
City Council directed staff to pursue a 10-year direct bank loan/installment financing for funding the acquisition of Dix Park property and to begin related approval actions and authorize a public hearing for the June 2, 2015 City Council meeting.

REPORT/RECOMMENDATION OF THE PARKS, RECREATION & GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD – PRIVATE USE FOR PARK SPACE – APPROVED

In response the PRGAB included policy development for private use of public park space as a part of their FY 14 work plan.  On April 16, 2015 PRGAB as a whole approved the proposed policy and recommends to City Council for consideration.  Draft ordinance establishing PRCR authority to regulate commercial use in park system accompanies proposed policy.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-1 vote.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Neuse River Trail Celebration – Thursday, June 4, 5:30 p.m. at Anderson Point Park.

The PRGAB will meet on Thursday, June 18 at 6:00 p.m. in the Jaycee Module, 2405 Wade Avenue.

Perry Creek Park Master Plan:

Ms. Sauer reported next month we will have the Perry Creek Park Master Plan and will be looking for 2 representatives to serve on the CPC.  This will be a unique opportunity as far as partnership since it is next to a middle school and near Wake Tech North.
Mr. Surasky volunteered to serve on the CPC for this project.

CHAIR REPORT – RECEIVED

Chairperson Wicker spoke relating to the Sir Walter Award ceremony noting this requires one juror to represent the PRGAB.  The jury will convene at the Urban Design Center, 220 Fayetteville Street, Suite 200 on Wednesday, June 17 from noon-4:00 p.m. with lunch provided.  Ms. Wicker indicated Mr. Millsaps had volunteered to serve as a juror.

REVIEW OF FY-16 WORK PLAN

Members received a spreadsheet listing the items on the plan, a brief description, if it requires PRGAB action and estimated timeframe.  She advised members to review this information over the next month and the goal is it would be approved at the June meeting so it can go before the City Council in July with the annual report.  She noted this is the opportunity for members to discuss any changes.  Once it is approved, the only way something can be added is if it comes from the City Council.  She asked members to email any suggested changes to staff by June 5, 2015 and any suggested changes will be emailed to all members.  
BOARD COMMENTS – RECEIVED

Mr. Dillon indicated the Fletcher Awards was a really nice event and the presenters did a great job.
Mr. Dillon stated Senate Bill 468 passed the Senate Agriculture Committee Tuesday to remove 206 acres from Umstead Park and give it to RDU. This now has to go to the Senate Finance Committee. He did not know what the PRAGB’s role is.

Mr. Hebert referred to the Raleigh Rockets that practice at Southgate Park and noted he is excited for the kids participating in this organized physical activity.  Ms. Sauer stated this has been around 4 years and has 130 kids involved.  They will be having a meet next Thursday evening at Buffalo Road Park.
Ms. Hoverstad complimented staff on the Fletcher Awards.  She noted she ran into an individual who told her more pickle ball courts are needed.
Ms. Simes indicated her CAC received the presentation of the Arts Plan.

Mr. Surasky stated National Trails Day is June 6.  He stated he rode the Honeycutt Greenway Trail noting it was challenging but a good trail.  
Mr. Surasky indicated he had a discussion about greenways with staff and noted greenways are the whole thing and trails are the pavement part.

Mr. Surasky stated the Fletcher Awards was an awesome event.

Ms. Lyons-Bastian indicated the Fletcher Awards was a great event.

Mr. Millsaps indicated this is road bike racing season and there are hundreds of people involved in racing.  He indicated there was a 200K ride on Neuse River Greenway and had 25 people do this 120 mile ride.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:47 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Brenda Hunt
PAGE  
2

