PARKS, RECREATION & GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD

DECEMBER 10, 2015

DRAFT MINUTES
The Parks, Recreation & Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB) met on December 10, 2015, at Five Points Center for Active Adults, Raleigh, NC with the following present:




Mike Surasky, presiding




Dexter Hebert

Steve Hepler

Jennifer Hoverstad

Rodger Koopman




Clodagh Lyons-Bastian




David Millsaps




Thomas Moore

Amy Simes

Charles Townsend

Kimberly Wicker 



Shane Mellin

Absent & Excused:
Richard Bostic
Patrick Buffkin

Christopher Dillon
Staff Present: Diane Sauer, Giavonia Harris, Scott Payne, Stephen Bentley, Debra Bradsher,  Ken Hisler, Cassie Schumacher-Georgopoulos, Ashley Deans, Billy Jackson, Matthew Keough, Brenda Hunt, Katie Hertel, Laura Kordulewski
Chairman Surasky called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m.  Discussion followed with actions taken as shown:

Chairman Surasky recognized Thomas Moore who is leaving the PRGAB.  He thanked Mr. Moore for his dedication and service to the PRGAB.  Chairman Surasky noted he led the effort to get the City more involved in N. C. Prevent Child Abuse initiative and noted this was the third year of City involvement.  He further referred to time spent on the GWUT Committee reviewing Tree Ordinance, dog parks issues, etc.  Mr. Moore was presented with a plaque in honor of his service.
Chairman Surasky recognized Rodger Koopman who is also leaving the PRGAB.  Mr. Koopman worked a long time on the Urban Forest Ordinance.  Mr. Koopman was also a City Council member and came back to serve on the PRGAB following his Council term.  Mr. Koopman was presented with a plaque honoring his service.  Mr. Koopman expressed appreciation to the PRGAB for what they do to keep this City great.  He noted he loves parks and trees and it was an honor serving in this capacity.

PUBLIC COMMENTS – NONE RECEIVED

This was an opportunity for the public to speak.  No one asked to be heard.

ACTION ITEMS

WOOTEN MEADOW PARK MASTER PLAN – APPROVED

Chairman Surasky explained the PRGAB held a hearing on this master plan at the November meeting and the item was on this agenda for action to be recommended to the City Council.  He noted PRGAB members wanted to hear from Ms. Hoverstad who served as liaison on the Wooten Meadow CPC. 
Ms. Hoverstad indicated she grew up 3-5 miles from this area.  The park did have lots of unauthorized uses and the neighbors wanted changes noting the neighbors had been burned in the past.  She spoke to the water issues on the property.  The property was donated to the City and is historical in nature.  She referred to the beauty of the area noting she was blown away when the first public outing was held at the park.  The question at the first meeting was how do you create a park on floodplain that is likely to have water issues without tearing up too much of this space and make it a place where people can come and enjoy the space.  No one is using it currently and perhaps we will not engage droves of Raleigh citizens to come, but it is unique.  This would encourage small groups to come and use this space and appreciate what it is rather then turning it into something we already have in other areas of the City.  She noted she was discouraged to read comments that the CPC was a group of neighbors wanting to put their wishes on paper.  Ms. Hoverstad stated there was significant discussion and compromise on the CPC.  The main idea is to keep the space natural and allow everyone in the City to enjoy it and that is what the proposed master plan does.  She encouraged members to consider how much they want to spend on floodplain and did not think that is where money should spent but should appreciate it for what it is.  She emphasized many generations have enjoyed this area before.  
Mr. Moore appreciated everyone attending the hearing and noted he had driven by this park many times and the property is derelict at this point.  He felt the design team did a great job with not a great piece of property and this took some doing to get to this point.  He indicated a park always adds to the property values of homes in the area.  He felt this is a good plan and hoped everyone will be encouraged by the good work done on the plan.  Mr. Moore stated he would support the plan as presented.

Ms. Lyons-Bastian referred to comments made at the hearing regarding 3 plans that were presented and felt there was some confusion.  Ms. Hoverstad indicated 3 plans were presented at meeting 5 but by meeting 8 the proposed plan was provided.  

Mr. Koopman stated he knew the process led by Mr. Keough had been extremely thoughtful and the minutes indicated there was some unbalance but felt the CPC did the best it could with this property.  Mr. Koopman recommended that the PRGAB vote on the plan.

Mr. Koopman moved approval of the plan as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Moore.

Discussion followed with Ms. Simes indicated one thing brought to her attention was the issue of the sidewalk on the north side of Millbrook Road and the only crossing at Leesville Road.  She asked if the recommendation could include discussing the sidewalk issue with transportation planning.  Ms. Lyons-Bastian also suggested the plan include eventually connecting the City’s greenway system.  

Mr. Millsaps indicated he visited the park following the hearing and was surprised some were pushing for more programming and some for less programming.  He felt the plan is the right thing to do.

A vote on the motion was taken and unanimously passed.  Chairman Surasky ruled the motion adopted.  Ms. Sauer stated this would be presented to the City Council at their January 19, 2016 meeting.

MINUTES – NOVEMBER 12, 2015 – APPROVED AS AMENDED
Members received minutes of the November 12, 2015 meeting prior to the meeting.  Ms. Wicker indicated the attendance should indicate she was not present at the meeting.  Mr. Koopman moved approval of the minutes as amended.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Hepler, unanimously passed.  Chairman Surasky ruled the motion adopted.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
LIAISON REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS – RECEIVED

Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Commission:
Ms. Simes reported the Commission met on November 16 but there were no significant items to report.  

The next meeting of the Commission will be December 14, 2015 where there will be an update on bike facilities. 
City’s Bike Plan Update:
Mr. Koopman indicated there was not report.  The new Liaison member will be Mr. Millsaps.

Historical Resources and Museum Advisory Board:
Ms. Simes reported the board met on November 18.  This weekend there will be an Open House event at the Mordecai.  Saturday hours are 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. and Sunday hours will be 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  Ms. Simes further indicated on Saturday evening there will be a holiday lantern event.

The next meeting of the Board will be January 27, 2016.

John Chavis Memorial Park PLG:
Mr. Keough reported the second of the public reviews was held and comments are under review.  Discussions also started relating to Phase 1 – what is in and what is out.  Concern had been expressed at the review about items that are not priorities.  He explained when you put $11 million bond funding into a project, some things will not be done.  He reviewed the proposal for the community center, indoor/outdoor space, prime locations for the bath house and pool, etc.  Mr. Keough indicated the Plaza area would have a water element.  There was also discussion at the public meeting regarding what could be included in Phase 2 and when it will happen.  The next step is getting more specific about the cost of Phase 1.  The final public review will be on February 20.  He reviewed the timeline for the project with construction documentation occurring this summer.  Discussion following regarding the need to close the pool while construction takes place with Mr. Moore questioning where the closest pools to this area are located.  Mr. Hisler responded there are pools at Longview, Pullen and Biltmore Parks, all within a 3 mile radius.  He indicated the Chavis Pool is the most difficult pool we have to maintain and really needs to be replaced. 
The report was received.

Moore Square PLG:

Ms. Wicker reported the schematic design was approved by the City Council.

Pullen Arts Committee PLG:
Ms. Lyons-Bastian reported this group will be meeting on January 12, 2016.

Raleigh Arts Plan:

Mr. Hepler reported there was a presentation by the Arts Commission and the item is scheduled to go to the City Council.  

River Bend CPC:
Mr. Surasky reported a workshop was held starting at 6:00 p.m.  Members broke up into groups and were asked what would be their recommendation for the area.  The Park is next to a middle school under construction and adjacent to River Bend Elementary School.  One idea presented was a kayak launch and a community center was consistently recommended.  Connection to the greenway was also discussed at the meeting.

Fletcher Committee:
Ms. Lyons-Bastian and Mr. Mellin volunteered to serve on the Fletcher committee. 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT – RECEIVED

Ms. Sauer reported the recommendation on Moore Square referred by the PRGAB to the City Council was approved by the City Council.
The City of Oaks Foundation donated $27,000 to the Parks, Recreation & Cultural Resources Department.

CHAIR REPORT – RECEIVED

Chairman Surasky reported a PRGAB representative is needed for the 2016 Environmental Awards Jury.  Jury Day is Thursday, March 10, 4-7 p.m. in Room 303 of the Municipal Building.  The Awards program will be Thursday, April 21, 2016 at the Glenwood Club.  

Mr. Hepler volunteered to serve on the jury.

BOARD COMMENTS – RECEIVED

Mr. Koopman wished everyone happy holidays.

Ms. Hoverstad thanked members for the vote on Wooten Meadow Park noting a lot of hard work went into this plan.

Mr. Hebert indicated he is seeing more bike lanes in Southeast Raleigh than they have ever had noting this is a big deal for their community.

Ms. Simes referred to Abbots Creek Park noting many people do not know it is there or open.  She suggested that staff do more to publicize it.  Ms. Hisler indicated staff is working on that.

Ms. Wicker wished everyone happy holidays.

Mr. Townsend spoke relating to marketing to the younger generation about parks and their availability.  Mr. Bentley explained the City has a staff of 3 working full time with the youth.  Mr. Townsend indicated he wanted to be sure to get the word out to younger people about the parks and what is available to them.  Mr. Millsaps indicated this age group is under informed about the amazing things happening in Raleigh.  He indicated he gets some traffic on his website but people in their twenties don’t generally care about these things; however, we should continue to try to reach this age group.  Discussion followed regarding things being done by staff to involve this age group.  
Ms. Lyons-Bastian wished members happy holidays.

Mr. Moore indicated the younger age group is looking for civic ways to give back and the best way to get them involved is to provide more unique volunteer opportunities.

Mr. Moore indicated when he started 4 years ago, the Tree Manual was the first thing he worked with and then races on the Greenways.  Ms. Lyons-Bastian came in as a result of her interest in dogs.  He indicated this is a group group and felt more members should serve on the committees which is where the work is done.  He indicated staff is amazing and without staff, Raleigh would not have the system we have.

Mr. Hepler wishes members happy holidays.

ADJOURNMENT

Upon motion of Mr. Koopman, seconded by Mr. Moore, the meeting was adjourned at 6:52 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Brenda Hunt
