PARKS, RECREATION & GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD

JUNE 18, 2015

MINUTES
The Parks, Recreation & Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB) met on Thursday, June 18, 2015, at the Jaycee Module, 2405 Wade Avenue, Raleigh, NC with the following present:




Kimberly Wicker, presiding




Richard Bostic

Patrick Buffkin




Christopher Dillon




Steve Hepler




Jennifer Hoverstad




Clodagh Lyons-Bastian




David Millsaps




Thomas Moore

Amy Simes

Excused:

Dexter Hebert




Jay Chaudhuri




Shane Mellin




Mike Surasky

Unexcused:

Rodger Koopman

Staff Present: Diane Sauer, Scott Payne, Stephen Bentley, Giavonia Harris, Wayne Schindler, Cindy Trumbower, Cassie Schumacher-Georgopoulos, David Shouse, Brenda Hunt, Thomas McCourt, Ashley Deans, Shawsheen Baker
Chairperson Wicker called the meeting to order at 6:02pm with a moment of silence in memory of the nine victims who were killed at the Historic Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston, SC.  The meeting was then called to order with discussion and action taken as follows:

PUBLIC COMMENTS – NONE RECEIVED

This was an opportunity for the public to speak.  No one asked to be heard.

PRESENTATIONS

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION – ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY INCORPORATED – PRESENTED

Cindy Trumbower introduced members of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Incorporated, Alpha Theta Omega Chapter.  Ms. Trumbower stated on April 25 this group participated in building a new playground at Powell Drive Park and the reopening is scheduled for Tuesday.  She indicated this sorority wanted to be involved in this effort and had 94 volunteers registered to participate.    On that day there were 50 volunteers present to serving food and to help build the playground.  Chairman Wicker presented the group with a Certificate of Appreciation for their outstanding volunteer services.  

Chapter President Nikale Cooper stated that Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Incorporated has committed to rebuilding, renewing and refreshing 1,908 playgrounds over the next four years so they are one playground closer to meeting their goal.  She indicated they are looking forward to partnering with the City of Raleigh next year with Sassafras All Children’s Playground build.  

PRESENTATIONS

PERRY CREEK SYSTEM INTEGRATION PLAN (SIP) INTRODUCTORY PRESENTATION – RECEIVED

David Shouse, Natural Resources Administrator, provided a presentation relating to the SIP for the Perry Creek Road Property.  A copy of his presentation was provided to members.  The SIP purpose was explained which comes prior to the master plan process.  This includes input from staff and other agencies with the intent being to provide interim management of the property.  This presentation will also be made to the Forestville CAC and in the meantime it is out for review.  SIP objectives were reviewed by Mr. Shouse.  He noted there is no neighborhood in this area now but in 2 years there will be a neighborhood.  A map of the 25 acre property was provided with Mr. Shouse pointing out US 401 North, I-540 and greenway trails in the area.  The greenway easement was pointed out that corresponds closely to the 100 year floodplain.  The park site and western bank of the Neuse River were pointed out.  The site was purchased from the developer 5401 North LLP.  The future middle school that will be completed in 2017, the existing River Bend Elementary School,  the bottom of the Wake Tech North property and location of future residential development were pointed out on the map.  Much of the property was an agricultural field and then a turf farm.  A significant amount of the property is in the Significant Natural Heritage Area (SNHA) with a mission of promoting and looking at viable populations and preserving their habitats.  The topography of the property was reviewed that included a natural levy next to the Neuse River.  Half of the site is in the 100 year floodplain and in the 1960’s there was logging occurring on the site.  Mr. Shouse further reviewed the existing site conditions.  Mr. Shouse then reviewed interim management recommendations for the property.  He noted consideration should also be given to the fact this property is next to the Neuse River and people will want to get to the greenway along the river.  

Mr. Moore questioned the floodplain issue with Mr. Shouse noting this would be a master plan question when it is considered if there should be development.  The consultants will have to make recommendations on this.  Mr. Moore noted there should be a way to connect the neighborhood to the park, i.e., a bridge, etc.  

In response to a question, Ms. Sauer explained there have been discussions with the school system but at this point did not know what opportunities there are for any joint uses.  Mr. Millsaps noted this area has extreme problems with runoff from the western side and this seems to be getting worse.  This past spring there was dramatic runoff he did not see there last year.  He questioned how much of that burden gets put on the park land as all of the development occurs.  Mr. Shouse responded the stream in the area will be impacted with more development but will not be a lot of water washing across the park property.  From the park site north due to development there is already substantial increase from runoff into the river but doesn’t affect this park site but could not speak for what the middle school site development might do.

Ms. Sauer explained the next step involves the Parks Committee meeting on July 2 at 6:00 p.m. for a full review and at the July meeting making recommendations to the full PRGAB to then go to the City Council.  Mike Surasky will be the PRGAB’s liaison on this committee.  She asked that anyone interested in service contact staff.  

BOARD DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS

FY 16 PRGAB WORK PLAN – REFERRAL TO CITY COUNCIL – APPROVED

Ms. Sauer indicated members received a copy of the FY 16 PRGAB Work Plan that includes annual items, groundbreakings, roll over items, etc.  The back page of the document included newer items the PRGAB will be taking on next year.  Upcoming items for next year and their schedule were reviewed in detail.

Mr. Buffkin noted he had an add on item for the work plan relating to Lake Wheeler Park.  He explained there is growing interest and participation by rowers, boaters and non-motorized sports and many have expressed interest in investing in the park in a lot of different ways.  A group has been talking with staff and some members of the Authority regarding accelerating the timeline for a floating dock through fundraising.  He indicated the thing they need most is information about the process and structure information.  Without information, they can’t go to private donors and ask for funding.  He indicated at this point things are stuck.  Mr. Buffkin indicated his proposal would try to address most of those needs.  He had discussed this with Ms. Sauer noting this would not be funded in the City’s budget that would be adopted in 2016.  He stated these citizens use Lake Wheeler all the time now for rowing, kayaking, sailing, etc.  Mr. Payne explained swimming is not allowed in Lake Wheeler except for swimming incidentally in water skiing.  It is multi-use with motor sports and non motor sports and is a unique resource.  He noted the rowing group will be 50 years old next year and staff has working with quite a bit.  Lake Wheeler is an active water supply and is the primary feeder for the D. E. Benton Water Plant.
Lengthy discussion followed regarding the proper way to handle this item, the need for a Master Plan amendment and the cost involved, staff time the possibility of referring this item to the Parks Committee, etc.  It was noted, depending on the level of the amendment, this could involve a cost of $400,000 and much staff time.
Ms. Sauer stated 1 year ago the Authority unanimously recommended the System Plan for approval and in May the System Plan was approved.  A part of the System Plan were goals, objectives and this was part of the System Plan and categorized as a mid term project.  Funding was not allocated in the parks bond or budget for this.  Chairperson Wicker asked how much staff time will it take to put this back in their court.  Ms. Sauer responded this would involve a full-fledged Master Plan amendment process similar to the Chavis project and would involve a System Planning Group, etc.  The general cost for a Master Plan amendment is $125,000 - $150,000.  Staff has been discussing this request with the groups involved and a public/private partnership would be involved all of which needs to be ironed out.  There have been meetings with the group to continue conversations on partnership.  She stated going through a Master Plan amendment at this point involves identifying funding on the back end.  Mr. Payne explained the opportunity wasn’t there before and the group has put their forces together and felt there is opportunity for the discussions to continue with them.  The group has done a lot of research on what this type of facility can look like and the conversation can continue and what it can be can be narrowed down.  Ms. Sauer stated staff recommends continuing the conversation and can report back to the Authority how that is going and what the next steps are for a partnership with the rowing community.  Mr. Buffkin stated we haven’t been able to provide structure for this conversation and giving this to the Parks Committee would be that structure and would involve 2-3 hours of the Parks Committee time.  He felt there is real value in setting up a more structured process.  Ms. Sauer stated this would have to be part of the Work Plan to send this to the Parks Committee.  She recommended that staff continue to work on this with the rowing community since there are more details to be worked out.  She suggested that the conversation continue and a report brought back to report the status to the PRGAB.  
Chairperson Wicker stated staff will continue to work with the rowing group to see how this can be facilitated quicker and report back to the PRGAB.  

Ms. Schumacher-Georgopoulos indicated this is an amendment to an existing park and there wasn’t an overwhelming need across the board as the other initiatives were. Mr. Buffkin stated he appreciated the offer to continue talking to the group; however, those conversations have happened over the last several months.  He noted looking back to this time last year; it would be further down the road if the Parks Committee had it on their agenda.  He stated he was not satisfied keeping this like it is.
Ms. Hoverstad asked if the group to go before the City Council with this request.  Mr. Buffkin responded they could go before the City Council but expressed a preference to work with the Parks Committee before they go to City Council.  Ms. Hoverstad noted there are 3 available options – adding this to the Work Plan and the Parks Committee would look at the process recognizing this would involve a Master Plan amendment; going to the City Council if they choose or staff could continue discussions with the group and make a report on the status back to the PRGAB.  Ms. Sauer stated there is no funding for the next steps.  

In response to questioning, Ms. Sauer reviewed what would be involved in adding this to the Work Plan and would involve the Parks Committee, staff and stakeholders of the rowing community working together, determining costs, next steps, etc.  
Following discussion, Mr. Dillon moved that the request from the rowing community be referred to the Parks Committee.   His motion was seconded by Mr. Moore.  Ms. Sauer explained this motion would involve staff, the Parks Committee and stakeholders meeting to formalize what they have already been doing.  A vote on the motion was taken and unanimously passed.  Chairperson Wicker ruled the motion adopted.
MINUTES – MAY 21, 2015 – APPROVED 

Members had received a copy of the May 21, 2015, minute in their packets.  Mr. Moore moved approval of the minutes.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Hoverstad, unanimously passed.  Chairperson Wicker ruled the motion adopted.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:

GWUT/Greenway and Urban Trees Committee:

Chairperson Wicker reported the committee discussed dogs and parks and had a proposed site at Buffalo Road Athletic Park and Pullen Park for demonstration areas for dogs.  They hope to meet with City Council representatives about that.

LIAISON REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS:

Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Commission:

Ms. Simes stated the Commission met Monday and discussed House Bill 44, particularly the part about the Board of Transportation.  There was a report from Kate Dixon relating to the Mountains to Sea Trail and they have been working with Parks looking at potential camping sites on the Neuse River Greenway.  There was a presentation about pilot projects coming up next week with signs installed on House Creek Trail and South Park.  
The next meeting of the Commission will be July 20.

City of Raleigh Historical Cemeteries Advisory Board:
Mr. Schindler reported the Board met on June 8, 2015 at the Tucker House with the following actions taken:

Board Committee Reports

Landscape Committee
The Committee continued work on a final landscape plan for City Cemetery.  Recommended adjustments will be made by staff and presented to the committee at its next meeting in August.  It is anticipated that a final plan will be ready for review by the full board in September.  The committee will then begin work on a landscape plan for Mt. Hope Cemetery.

Maintenance Committee
The committee did not meet but continues work on a draft programmatic certificate of appropriateness for City Cemetery and Mt. Hope Cemetery.  The committee is scheduled to meet at City Cemetery on June 22 to discuss the retrofit of the existing maintenance building for storage of historic fence molds, headstone fragments and other items.  These items are currently being stored in a mobile storage unit n the adjoining fire station property.

Volunteer Committee
The committee did not meet.  The chair indicated that a meeting would be scheduled with the Thompson-Hunter Neighborhood Association to discuss participation in a cemetery watch program at City Cemetery.

Board Vacancy
The board continues to have one vacancy.  Council has not acted to fill this position.

Annual Report and Proposed FY 16 Work Plan

The board reviewed the final version of the FY 15 annual report and FY 16 work plan.  Jimmy Thiem, board chair, presented the annual report to Council on June 16.  Council approved the board’s FY 16 work plan at that meeting.

The Board will not meet in July.  The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, August 10, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. at the Tucker House.  The board requested staff to invite Mr. Ernest Dollar from the Raleigh City Museum to the next meeting to review progress o archiving and storing cemetery records.

Historical Resources and Museum Advisory Board:
Ms. Simes reported the board met on May 27 and received a presentation from Marjorie Faulkner, chair of Sister Cities Committee.  They are doing bike rides in honor of Sister Cities beginning at Mordecai.  The Time Warp fundraiser will be June 6 and is coming in the next couple of years.  There are concerts on Sunday nights at Pullen and Fletcher Parks.  Staff is working on lectures that are occurring in the fall at Mordecai on Sunday afternoons.

The next meeting of the board will be June 24 at 6:00 p.m. at Mordecai Visitors Center.

John Chavis Memorial Park PLG:
Ms. Sauer reported a contract with the consultant (Clearscapes) is being routed.  She reviewed next steps for this project.

Moore Square PLG:

It was reported a draft consultant report will be received tomorrow for staff review.  This will be on the website for public review in July.  This will come before the PRGAB at the July meeting and will move forward to the City Council next month.  The next step involves the schematic design beginning in August.

Raleigh Arts Plan:

Mr. Hepler reported the consultants have taken the plan and information back and created a draft plan.  Ms. Schumaker-Georgopolous reported the last community conversation was held at the end of May noting there were over 500 citizens that filled out the survey.  Staff is now looking at all of that information.  A total of 4000 people participated and was excited about the data given to the consultant.  In July the rough draft will be received for a staff workshop and appropriate committee workshop.  She reviewed the schedule in detail.
Sir Walter Award Jury:
Mr. Millsaps reported the jury met yesterday and there were lots of Parks & Recreation projects submitted.  He noted this is a very competitive field and involves a great process.  

Wooten Meadow CPC:
Ms. Hoverstad reported the 2nd public workshop will be held on Monday, June 22.  The different visual maps put together at the last meeting have been reviewed and will be presented to the public and open for public comment.  She indicated this has been a good process and those serving on the CPC are very involved in this process.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT – RECEIVED

Ms. Sauer made the following report:

June 15, 2015

The City Council unanimously adopted a City budget for Fiscal Year 2015 (FY16) that emphasizes meeting public safety needs, addresses community growth pressures and responds to increased development activity.  With this budget, City staff is exploring new strategies to meet the needs of Raleigh.  She noted 7.4% of the budget is in the Parks budget.

June 16, 2015
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE HISTORIC CEMETERIES ADVISORY BOARD 2014-2015 ANNUAL REPORT AND FY 2015-2016 WORK PLAN – APPROVED
A representative of the Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board presented the Annual Report and authorization to proceed with items listed on the 2015-2016 Work Plan.  The City of Raleigh Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board respectfully presented its progress in the backup information on identified work items through March 2015.  The Board’s 2015-2016 Work Plan includes continuing and protecting/preserving unsecured funerary materials and burial records, implementing the Volunteer Cemetery Watch program, expanding marketing efforts and continue its discussion on Local Designation for Mt. Hope Cemetery and City Cemetery.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Parks Committee – The Parks Committee will meet on Thursday, June 2 at 6:00 p.m. in the Jaycee Module, 2504 Wade Avenue

GWUT Committee – A Doodle poll will be sent out for the next meeting of this committee.

Raleigh Arts Plan – No meeting scheduled at this time
Wooten Meadow CPC Public Workshop #2 – “Let’s see some plans for Wooten Meadow Park!  Various park layouts will be presented for review and comment on June 22, 6-8 pm at York Elementary School Playground Shelter.  All ages are welcome to come enjoy this local, fun location and see the emerging park design ideas.  This workshop is the main public milestone during the Drafting Stage of the year long Park Master Planning process.  The Adoption Stage, depicting a consensus-based park layout, will include a third and final public workshop before the City Council approved process, expected in November, 2015.

Worthdale Community Center – June 23 at 5:30 pm – celebration of the renovations of the Worthdale Community Center.
Powell Drive Playground unveiling – June 23 at 6:30 pm prior to the SW CAC meeting.

The PRGAB will meet on Thursday, July 16 at 6:00 in the Jaycee Module

CHAIR REPORTS – RECEIVED

Chairperson Wicker indicated Bruce Emory, Police Department, sent her charts on the greenway volunteers and their hours.  For the Crabtree Creek Trail, between June 1 and June 16 there were 14000 hours of volunteer time provided.  House Creek had 400 hours of volunteer time.  Neuse River Trail had 3000 hours of volunteer service.  She indicated the volunteers do a great job.

Committee Assignments:

Chairperson Wicker made the following committee assignments:



GWUT Committee – 
Mr. Millsaps



Parks Committee – 
Mr. Dillon

                                                        
Mr. Hebert



Fletcher Committee – Mr. Mellin

BOARD COMMENTS – RECEIVED

Mr. Moore apologized for the meetings he had missed recently.

Ms. Hoverstad referred to Canoes for a Cause sponsored by Mims Distributing.  This involves a group of 100 collecting 800 pounds of trash from Lake Johnson and indicated the park was clean.  She noted this speaks highly of the volunteers there and staff.

Mr. Bostic thanked the maintenance staff noting he complained about trees being overgrown into the greenway.  He noted staff responded quickly.  Mr. Bostic spoke to the need for Greenway Volunteers to remind people to keep to the right noting many people walk on the wrong side of the trail creating problems with bikes.
Mr. Millsaps indicated possibly there should be consideration of some kind of formal education program for use of the greenway.  He felt there should be education of etiquette for the trails.

Ms. Lyons-Bastian stated she is looking forward to what is coming from the Arts Plan.

Mr. Dillon indicated we have a great City and an amazing City Council.

Mr. Moore referred to comments regarding use of greenway trails and suggested using signs for educational purposes.  Staff was requested to bring forward some ideas.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, upon motion of Mr. Moore, seconded by Ms. Hoverstad, unanimously passed, the meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Brenda Hunt
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