PARKS, RECREATION & GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD

JANUARY 15, 2015

MINUTES
The Parks, Recreation & Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB) met on Thursday, January 15, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, Room 201, 222 W Hargett Street, Raleigh, NC with the following present:




Kimberly Siran, presiding




Richard Bostic




Patrick Buffkin




Jennifer Hoverstad




Rodger Koopman (Conference call)



Clodagh Lyons-Bastian




Shane Mellin




David Millsaps




Thomas Moore




Scott Reston




Amy Simes




Mike Surasky

Excused:

Jay Chaudhuri

Steve Hepler

Staff Present:  Diane Sauer, Scott Payne, Stephen Bentley, Giavonia Harris, Kim Kittner, Cindy Trumbower, Billy Jackson, Ken Hisler, Cassie Schumacher-Georgopoulos, Wayne Schindler, Brenda Hunt, Pam Rose, Dick Bailey
Chairperson Siran called the meeting to order at 6:02pm

Chairperson Siran announced the death of Anne Gordon noting the PRGAB recently named one of the new centers for active adults in her honor.  Ms. Sauer indicated Ms. Gordon was the first full time Parks & Recreation employee to work with senior citizens.  She worked for the City for 30 years and after her retirement she did volunteer work with senior citizens.  Chairperson Siran stated there will be a Celebration of Life honoring Ms. Anne Gordon on Sunday, February 8, 2015 at the 2:00pm at the Anne Gordon Center for Active Adults.  
Chairperson Siran introduced and welcomed Shane Mellin, the newest PRGAB member.  
Discussion and actions were taken as follows:

PUBLIC COMMENTS – NONE RECEIVED
This was an opportunity for the public to speak.  No one asked to be heard.

PRESENTATIONS

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION – THALES ACADEMY

Ms. Trumbower recognized Courtney Van Kleeck, Thales Academy, noting this school located in Wake Forest, NC has worked with the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources Department for the past three years.  Students haul mulch, plant trees, etc. and it involves 7th graders who are willing to help in many ways.  Chairperson Siran presented Ms. Van Kleeck with a certificate of appreciation for the school’s volunteer efforts.
TRANSIT OUTREACH – REPORT RECEIVED

Tim Maloney, Wake County Planning Director, was present to review the Wake County Transit Strategy.  He reviewed stakeholders noting Raleigh is a funding partner along with others.  He reviewed the purpose of this effort and noted Jarrett Walker and Kimley-Horne are the transit consultants working on this plan.  The two major initiatives are public outreach and public education and getting the public to understand how transit works.  There is an advisory committee, consisting of 72 members, has already started meeting to guide the process of decision making and direction.  The committee will meet for the second time on the following Tuesday.  He outlined the new process involved noting there will be reports that will have scenarios for consideration.  Components of the new transit vision were outlined including identifying major corridors for bus service and investment.  The various transit services in the area were reviewed and this effort will determine how those all fit together.  Mr. Maloney noted the Kick Off Event was held on December 8 with more than 500 in attendance.  At that event, the consultant team was introduced and they discussed the approach to this new effort.  Attendees had the opportunity to interact at the event.  The next day, on December 9, the first meeting of the 72 member committee was held at Marbles Museum and transit concepts were introduced.  Next Thursday the committee will apply principles and will meet again in March.
Mr. Maloney discussed the Transit Choices Report including how it got to this point, what we know, the transit toolbox and other aspects of the report.  The Choices Report will be released next week.  The work schedule for this effort was outlined as follows:

· January 20th  – Transit Choices Report released

Public Survey


2nd Advisory Committee Meeting

· January – March – Public transit outreach on Transit Choices Report (Road Show)

· March – 3rd Advisory Committee Meeting

· April – Expanded Transit Choices Report

· March – June – Public Outreach

· June – Final recommendations
Mr. Maloney reviewed how to stay involved in this effort that included signing up for future updates and following along on the website.

Behind the scenes work will include continuation of communication efforts, robust public outreach and engagement and work on the website, Twitter and Blog.  Technical staff efforts will continue throughout these efforts.

The report was received as information.

FEES AND CHARGES RECOMMENDATION – PRESENTATION PROVIDED
Ken Hisler, Recreation Superintendent, reviewed in detail recommended changes to the fees and charges for 2015/2016 (recommendations included in the agenda packets).  The objective of the fees and charges is they must be fair and equitable.  He reviewed the current policy for the fees and charges.  Changes this year relate to athletics, field reservations, arts center studio, etc.  The 3 categories of fees and charges are for athletic programs, facility space rental and water based programs and facilities and each year one of the 3 categories is reviewed.  Mr. Hisler referred to price for individual space, i.e. Mordecai Visitors Center for weddings, receptions, etc. noting there is a larger package offered.  He reviewed market analysis relating to athletic fields, tennis courts, Mordecai Visitors Center, etc.  User groups for the changing fees and charges were contacted regarding public input opportunities on January 8 and at this meeting.  Comments had been received from West Raleigh Baseball program that is a big user of space and they wanted to be sure what the playing surface will be, etc.  Triangle Football Club and soccer groups had also questioned what the fees covered.  New fees will become effective July 1, 2015.  No action was to be taken at this meeting.  This will be brought back to the February PRGAB meeting.
Chairperson Siran opened the floor for comments concerning the fees and charges recommendations.  No one asked to be heard.  She reported the PRGAB will take action on this item at the February meeting.

MINUTES – NOVEMBER 20, 2014 AND DECEMBER 11, 2014 – APPROVED
Members had received copies of the November 20 and December 11, 2014 minutes.  Mr. Surasky requested that comments he made at the November 2014 meeting relating to the Greenway Design Guide be included and his comment be changes from US 1 made in December relating to US 401 be added. Mr. Surasky moved approval of the November and December minutes with the said changes. His motion was seconded by Ms. Hoverstad, unanimously passed.  Chairperson Siran ruled the motion adopted.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
STANDING COMMITTEES:
Parks Committee:
Mr. Buffkin reported the Committee considered and approved the Fees and Charges discussed previously.

Fletcher Awards:
Chairperson Siran reported the Committee agreed to schedule a meeting for Wednesday, February 25, 2015 at 12:00 noon at Jaycee Module for review and recommendations on the awards.

GWUT/Greenway and Urban Trees Committee:
Mr. Surasky explained the committee is waiting on staff’s review of the Urban Forestry Ordinance and Guidelines Review.  He reported the next meeting would be held on the following Tuesday, January 20, 2015 at 9:30 a.m. to discuss Dogs and Parks.

LIAISON REPRESENTATIVES:
Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Commission:
Ms. Simes reported the commission met on December 15 and January 12.  She explained there were a couple of items the PRGAB discussed at the December meeting that she took to the commission.  Lack of sidewalks on Mitchell Mill Project to the greenway was one of those items and she reported that is one of the high priority items and staff is trying to find funding for these sidewalks.  Bike lanes in front of Cup of Joes on Hillsborough was also discussed and she reported that is in phase 2 of the Hillsborough Street plan.  Ms. Simes further reported the sidewalks on Glen Eden Drive are low priority; however, BPAC is in the process of revising the priority schedule.  This will be discussed at the BPAC retreat on February 20 from 1:00 – 5:00 p.m. at the Wetlands Center.  Ms. Simes indicated the concern expressed about lights under the bridges on Bent Creek and Honeycutt Creek greenways was discussed and lights are available but are not turned on.  Ms. Sauer pointed out Honeycutt Creek is not open yet.  

Ms. Simes indicated Will Cook was at the last meeting to discuss the idea of edible landscaping on greenways.  Mr. Surasky noted there is a current project in Parks & Recreation looking at putting a crossing at Neuse Crossing and noted this is more in regard to the sidewalk issue.

City of Raleigh Historical Cemeteries Advisory Board:
Mr. Schindler reported the board is wrapping up the one year effort in assisting staff in preparing the maintenance and management guidelines document and will be taking that to the board soon.  He reported the Landscape Committee met and worked on developing principles and strategies for the 6 cemeteries.  The Volunteer Committee met and began to confirm volunteer opportunities in the cemeteries.  There are 4 citizens who volunteered and the committee is working on getting them engaged.

The Board will meet again on February 9 at the Tucker House.

Historical Resources and Museum Advisory Board:
Ms. Simes indicated there was no meeting in December and the next meeting would be January 28.

Moore Square PLG:
Ms. Siran reported this group had not met yet.

Raleigh Arts Plan:
Cassie Schumacher-Georgopoulos reported this group met on December 18 and the next meeting would be January 28.  Cultural Planning Group will be back to meet with the group at the next meeting and there will be an opportunity to discuss future visions.  Next steps were outlined with Ms. Schumacher-Georgopoulos noting surveys will be mailed out to 4,000 residents and they are also providing on line opportunities for people to take the survey.   On March 9-12 there will be multiple opportunities for people to come to the kickoff event or community meetings.  Members were provided with a summary outlining what is the Raleigh Arts Plan, who is involved with the Plan, What are the milestones for the Plan, how to get involved with the plan and contact information.  Chairperson Siran asked the PRGAB if they would be agreeable to meet at 5:00 p.m. at the February meeting to have a discussion regarding this Plan.  It was agreed that the PRGAB will meet at 5:00 p.m. at the February meeting.

Wooten Meadow CPC:
Ms. Hoverstad reported the Wooten Meadow Citizen Planning Committee will meet on Monday, February 2, 6:30-8:30 p.m. at Lake Lynn Community Center to review public comments related to Park Vision at this meeting.  She indicated ideas and suggestions were forwarded to her relating to suggested uses of this property including greenways, creative greenway access points, and creating a dog park.  Points from the December meeting have been circulated.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT – RECEIVED

Ms. Sauer provided the following report:
City Council Updates:

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD – PRGAB GREENWAY DESIGN GUIDE – APPROVED

Kimberly Siran, PRGAB Chair, presented the PRGAB recommendation to adopt the Capital Area Greenway Planning and Design Guide Document,  Todd Milam, Greenway Planner and Consultants presented the guidelines.  City Council unanimously approved the guidelines.
Announcements (Dedications, Public Meetings, etc.)

Governor McCrory and Mayor McFarlane announced Monday, January 12, 2015, that the state and city have agreed to a deal that would sell the Dorothea Dix property to the City of Raleigh.  The proposed purchase price for the property is $52 million.  The City of Raleigh has until December 31, 2015 to identify a definitive source of funding.

Committee Meetings:

GWUT Committee – will meet on Tuesday, January 20 at 9:30 a.m. in the Jaycee Module.

Raleigh Arts Plan Steering Committee will meet Wednesday, January 28, 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. at Five Points Center for Active Adults.

The Wooten Meadow Citizen Planning Committee will meet on Monday, February 2, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. at Lake Lynn Community Center.

Parks Committee will meet on Thursday, February 5 from 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. at the Jaycee Module.

Fletcher Awards will meet on Wednesday, February 25 at 12:00 noon in the Jaycee Module.

The next PRGAB meeting will be held on February 19, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chamber.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – RECEIVED

Chairperson Siran reported the Environmental Awards ceremony will be Tuesday, April 22.  The Jury will meet on March 15 from 9:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. at Wilder’s Grove. Clodagh Lyons-Bastian agreed to serve on the jury.

BOARD COMMENTS – RECEIVED

Mr. Moore welcomed Mr. Mellin to the PRGAB.  He congratulated the City and everyone involved for the Dix Property negotiations.

Ms. Lyons-Bastian also congratulated those involved in the Dix negotiations and welcomed Mr. Mellin to the PRGAB.   She further stated she is amazed at how many people use and enjoy the City’s parks.
Mr. Mellin indicated he looked forward to working with everyone on the PRGAB.

Mr. Reston welcomed Mr. Mellin.  He referred to the new website for adopting segments of the greenway that involves cleaning up and making sure everything is okay four times per year.

Mr. Buffkin welcomed Mr. Mellin and wished everyone a Happy New Year noting it started off with exciting news relating to the Dix Property.

Mr. Bostic referred to the January 26 Glenwood CAC meeting when Glenwood Plaza Rezoning is discussed.  He indicated this is the Kroger Office Building which is major redevelopment next to the Beltline.  He noted there are discussions relating to connections to the greenway which indicates that greenways are a selling point.  He stated if anyone would be interested in hearing more details about this development, the meeting will begin at 7:30 p.m.  He further reported the Glenwood CAC has adopted the House Creek Greenway.

Ms. Simes spoke to how popular dog parks are noting one is also being requested for Buffalo Road.

Ms. Hoverstad referred the Fletcher Award nominations noting strong applications are needed and are due February 13, 2015.  She also indicated people are asking about swim lessons for infants and indicated every pool has lessons for children beginning at 6 months old.
Mr. Millsaps referred to the Dix Property noting he was excited about the announcement.  He also indicated the Raleigh Arts Plan cannot be undervalued and indicated he was glad to be a part of it.

Chairperson Siran reported the City of Raleigh has until December 31 to define a source of funding for the purchase of the Dix Property.  She also welcomed Mr. Mellin to the PRGAB.  She spoke regarding the dog parks and greenway comments.  She stated so many times there are parks proposed that contain dog parks and this receives quite a bit of opposition.  She indicated she is glad to hear greenways are busy and there are people who want dog parks.  She indicated this will be more and more an issue.

ADJOURNMENT
Upon motion of Ms. Hoverstad, seconded by Mr. Moore, unanimously passed, the meeting was adjourned at 7:11 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Brenda Hunt
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