PARKS, RECREATION & GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD
JUNE 16, 2016
MINUTES

The Parks, Recreation & Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB) met on June 16, 2016, in the
Council Chamber of the Municipal Building with the following members present:

Mike Surasky, presiding
Patrick Buffkin
Christopher Dillon
Jennifer Hoverstad

Brad Johnson

David Millsaps

Amy Simes

Charles Townsend
Kimberly Wicker

Excused: Richard Bostic
Dexter Hebert
Clodagh Lyons-Bastian
Shane Mellin

Unexcused: Kendall Harris
Steve Hepler

Staff Present: Diane Sauer, Scott Payne, Stephen Bentley, Ken Hisler, Wayne Schindler, Cassie
Schumacher-Georgopoulos, Matthew Keough, Giavonia Harris, Lisa-Ann Utsumi, Ashley

Deans, Brenda Hunt, Debra Bradsher, Steve White, Jan Harris

Chairman Surasky called the meeting to order at 6:02 pm. Discussion followed with actions
taken as shown:

PUBLIC COMMENTS — NONE RECEIVED
None received
PRESENTATIONS
GENE TOMLINSON MEMORIAL GOLF TOURNAMENT - PRESENTATION
Steve White, retired PRCR employee, explained Gene Tomlinson retired in 2002 from the City
of Raleigh, was a Raleigh native, went to NCSU and his first job was as Parks & Recreation

Director in Fuquay-Varina. Also present was Mr. Tomlinson’s wife Kaye. He was very active
in his church. Mr. Tomlinson passed away in 2012 and to honor him a golf tournament is held



annually with proceeds going to the financial assistance program in the Parks, Recreation and
Cultural Resources Department. The tournament was held on April 29 with 85 players. Mr.
White presented a check for $4,000 noting it is the desire to continue this tournament as an
annual event.

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION - MARLON BREVE

Lisa-Ann Utsumi, Recreation Program Specialist, introduced Marlon Breve, ESL Program
Special Events Volunteer. She indicated the program is growing. She provided Mr. Breve’s
credentials noting he is a fluent Spanish speaker and brings a wealth of knowledge and
experience to the ESL Program. He started volunteering in early 2015 and is always the first one
to respond to our call. Mr. Breve indicated he was honored to be recognized in this manner. He
explained his mother taught him to strive to “give back”. He stated he knows how hard it is to
come to another country that does not speak your language. He noted as long as he can help one
person understand what we offer, he feels he is making a difference. He encouraged others to
volunteer. Chairman Surasky presented Mr. Breve with a Certificate of Appreciation.

PRGAB MEMBER KIMBERLY WICKER - RECOGNIZED

Chairman Surasky recognized outgoing PRGAB member Kimberly Wicker and expressed
appreciation for her years of service on the PRGAB. He indicated to go through the
accomplishments Ms. Wicker made over the last 6 years would be difficult. He noted she served
as PRGAB chair for 2 years, her leadership with the Fletcher Awards had been outstanding, had
been a great asset to the PRGAB and a great mentor to other members. Chairman Surasky
presented Ms. Wicker with a plaque in appreciation for her service.

Ms. Wicker stated she had enjoyed serving on the PRGAB and the people she served with. She
referred to the Fletcher Award Ceremony noting that is her favorite night of the year when
volunteers are honored for their time. She understood she has to be off the board for one year
and can come back and in the meantime hoped to participate in other ways.

Ms. Sauer thanked Ms. Wicker on behalf of staff for the projects she worked on with staff. Ms.
Sauer listed some of the projects that included working on the Urban Forestry Ordinance,
Greenway Design Guidelines and many others. She noted Ms. Wicker will be missed.

ACTION ITEMS

SIERRA-LINEBERRY PARK - SCHEMATIC DESIGN - HEARING HELD -
APPROVED

Matthew Keough, Senior Planner, indicated he is the Project Manager for Sierra-Lineberry Park.
He pointed out the plan on a map available at the meeting and reviewed the concept plan, vision
statement and explained the park is not large, only 2.4 acres, requiring all elements of the park
need to be multi-functional. This park has a healthy ecosystem and classes at NCSU study
entomology there.



Brian Starky, Landscape Architect for the park, noted this is a great project and this design is
taking this from the master plan to construction. The design sticks very close to the master plan
with some tweaks needed to make things work. He introduced Laura Dixon, Landscape
Architect, who reviewed the design in detail.

Ms. Dixon reviewed the priorities consensus referring to the need to complete the project in one
phase. She reviewed items that had changed a bit from the master plan. She pointed out the
multi-purpose lawn and covered canopy areas, the park entrance, required easements, the
vegetation, etc. The playground area is shaped differently than the master plan and the multi-
purpose court is turned. Parking is along Sierra Drive and the parking lot has gotten smaller than
shown in the master plan. The biggest change relates to stormwater management noting there
are 2 features now as opposed to the one shown in the master plan. The wildlife meadow has
also been reduced. She pointed out the fact that visibility to the site is proposed to be opened up
to provide views from both Sierra & Lineberry Drives into the site with the building placed in a
prominent spot and placed intentionally close to the road. There will be motion lights to provide
visibility on all sides of the building at night for security purposes.

Dan Huffman reviewed the various aspects of the proposed building on the site noting it was
presented to the CAC in the area in April and was well received. The building is visible from all
of the park noting the master plan did not refer to this as a centralized feature. The structure and
shape of the building is important and ended up designing it so the roof structure fit with the site
in a boomerang shape. Mr. Huffman pointed out the toilet location on the end of the building.
He felt it is important to use natural materials on this building and it relates more to the natural
environment noting it would be a laminated timber structure. He spent time working with a
laminated timber company and explained how it is made to be strong and economical. He
pointed out where stone is proposed which would be a nice natural addition to the building. The
roof is proposed to be galvanized and noted fiberglass shingles could be used if desired to cut the
price.

Ms. Dixon reviewed the proposed timeline noting this proposal would be presented to the City
Council on July 5 for approval with work beginning in January, 2017 with completion in 2017.

Mr. Townsend questioned the stormwater plan with Ms. Dixon pointing out the 9’ retaining wall
and the dry stormwater pond. Mr. Townsend asked if there had been consideration given to a
different type of stormwater control with Ms. Dixon noting a wetland doesn’t work on that site
and the community was also concerned about standing water. Mr. Townsend spoke regarding
the safety concerns noting there is a lot of crime in the area and questioned if there would be a
place for hiding in the dry pond. Mr. Townsend stated he appreciated the concern for safety with
the motion sensors for lighting but should think of a way to not have such a big area where
someone could hide. Ms. Dixon indicated this could be reviewed further.

Mr. Millsaps stated he is very familiar with the master plan and noted the refinements are elegant
and the plan is a nice one. He stated this park will be a little jewel to that area.

Chairman Surasky questioned the roof of the building noting it appears to slant toward the street
and was concerned about have a west facing building in the summer which makes the building



difficult to cool. He stated it may be beneficial to consider changing the slope. Mr. Huffman
pointed out the existing trees in front would help that problem some and it would be a shame not
to open the building towards the field.

Discussion took place regarding seating with Ms. Dixon pointing out the plan shows both
benches and seating on the walls around the playground which are seating height.

Chairman Surasky reviewed the 3 options for action. Ms. Hoverstad moved approval of the
design as presented. Her motion was seconded by Mr. Millsaps, unanimously passed. Chairman
Surasky ruled the motion adopted.

RENAMING LEE STREET PARK - CHANGE TO JUNIOUS N. SORRELL PARK
APPROVED

Mr. Johnson moved recommending to the City Council approval of renaming Lee Street Park to
Junious N. Sorrell Park. His motion was seconded by Ms. Wicker, unanimously passed.
Chairman Surasky ruled the motion adopted.

PRGAB WORK PLAN - APPROVED

Chairman Surasky referred to the Committee assignments for members and asked members to
think about which committees they would like to serve on. He then reviewed various portions of
the PRGAB Work Plan including the 6 new initiatives. He indicated there will be an ad hoc
committee to review the planning evaluation process and asked members to consider if they
would want to serve on this committee. Annual items were reviewed including the selection of
the chair and vice-chair with Chairman Surasky indicated he will be that person noting this will
start in July. Mr. Buftkin asked when the new committee member list would take effect and
whether the members of the committee select their own chair. Chairman Surasky noted the list
would take effect immediately once the PRGAB Work Plan is approved by City Council. There
are 3 committees that do not have a chair and Chairman Surasky felt the PRGAB should fill
those positions. Ms. Sauer explained the Parks Committee will meet the first Thursday in July
and that should go on as usual. The PRGAB Work Plan will not be adopted until after that
meeting. At this point Chairman Surasky read membership on the various committees. It was
pointed out the ad hoc committee referred to in the list will be temporary.

Ms. Hoverstad moved that the PRGAB recommend approval of the PRGAB Work Plan to the
City Council. Her motion was seconded by Mr. Buftkin, unanimously passed. Chairman
Surasky ruled the motion adopted.

Ms. Hoverstad stated she would be willing to serve as chair of the Fletcher Awards Committee.

Chairman Surasky asked members to email Ms. Harris on any committees they would like to
serve on noting it was his goal to set all committees at the July meeting.

MINUTES - MAY 19, 2016 - APPROVED



Members had received minutes of the May 19, 2016 meeting prior to this meeting. Mr. Buffkin
moved approval of the minutes as presented. His motion was seconded by Ms. Wicker,
unanimously passed. Chairman Surasky ruled the motion adopted.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

STANDING COMMITTEES

Parks Committee:
Mr. Buftkin reported he should have a report on this item at the next meeting.

LIAISON COMMITTEES

Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Commission:
Ms. Simes indicated there was no meeting in June and the next meeting will be July 18.

Historical Resources and Museum Advisory Board:
Ms. Simes reported the board met on May 25. She stated the concert series is going full steam
and the People’s Politics Exhibit will open on July 1, 2016.

John Chavis Memorial Park:

Mr. Millsaps reported the City Council will be reviewing this item at their meeting the following
Tuesday. The group is working on highlighting the National Historic Registry and the public art
process is moving forward. The design phase will be coming up this year.

Pullen Arts Center Improvement Project:
The Arts Center Plan was approved by the City Council on June 7 and the project now goes to
the building and site design phase.

Riverbend Master Plan:

Chairman Surasky reported the master plan was approved at the last meeting noting the elements
will work well with the greenway, river and school and will be an excellent addition to that part
of the City. Mr. Buffkin stated he would like to obtain a copy of the draft master plan since he
was not at the last meeting. Ms. Sauer advised she would get a copy to Mr. Buffkin.

Report of Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board:

Mr. Schindler provided the following report:

Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board
6/16/16 Meeting Summary for PRGAB

The Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board met on Monday, June 13.

Dean Ruedrich was the board’s invited guest. Dean reviewed the process for restoration of
surface vaults at Mt. Hope Cemetery.



Board Committee Reports

Landscape Committee

The Landscape Committee reviewed findings from an initial site visit to Mt. Hope. Discussion
centered on the need to address several storm drainage and erosion issues as a first step to an
overall landscape renovation. A follow-up site visit has been scheduled for June 28 at 2:30 p.m.

Maintenance Committee

The Maintenance Committee did not meet this month. The committee will schedule a meeting to
continue work on a draft programmatic certificate of appropriateness for presentation at an
upcoming board meeting.

Volunteer Committee

The Volunteer Committee reported on their recent visit to Oakwood Cemetery and discussion
with Robin Simonton. The committee is developing some ideas regarding public outreach and
education.

Staff Report

Liz Houck, landscape architect with the Design Development Division of PRCR provided an
update on the development of RFQ’s for restoration of the historic perimeter fence at City
Cemetery and repair of several mausoleums and an archway at both Mt. Hope and City

cemeteries. Staff reviewed the draft agenda for the Cemetery Operations and Maintenance
Workshop to be held in Raleigh on October 12 and 13.

Chair Report

The Chair reported that the City Council accepted the board’s annual report and proposed work
plan for FY 17. An adhoc committee of the board will begin a review of the current bylaws and
items specific to securing a council member liaison, addition of 2 board members and revisions
to the attendance policy.

The board will not hold a meeting in July. The next meeting will be on August 8 at 5:30 p.m. at
the Tucker House.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT - RECEIVED
Ms. Sauer provided the following report:

City Council Updates:

North Carolina Division of Environmental Quality — Community Waste Reduction and
Recycling Project — Approved

The City has been awarded Grant Contract Number 6866 from the North Carolina Department of
Environmental Quality to expand recycling service to seven additional park facilities. Currently
the Parks Division maintains 83 recycling stations located in 33 park site. The grant provides for
funding of 80% of the cost for an additional 54 recycling containers.



Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board Annual Report and FY 2016-17 Work Plan -
Approved

The annual report will be presented and the proposed work plan for 2016-17 will be reviewed. A
report was included with the agenda packet.

Report and Recommendation of the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board —
Pullen Arts Center Improvements Project — Approved

The concept plan for the Pullen Arts Center Improvements will be presented. The recommended
concept incorporates the vision of the 2001 Pullen Park Master Plan and integrates public input
received throughout the process to date.

Nominations

Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board

The terms of Kimberley J. Wicker and Richard Bostic are expiring. Ms. Wicker is not eligible
for reappointment due to length of service. Mr. Bostic is eligible for reappointment and would
like to be considered for reappointment.

Ms. Sauer reported the recommendation from this Board to Council on the Chavis Park Phase I
Implementation Plan will be presented to the City Council on June 21 and the Sierra-Lineberry
Park Work Plan will be presented to the Council on July 5.

CHAIR REPORT - RECEIVED

Chairman Surasky reported Ms. Lyons-Bastian has volunteered to serve on the Sir Walter
Raleigh Awards Committee.

Chairman Surasky indicated applications for the Dix Advisory Committee are due tomorrow.
317 applications were received for 45 slots. The Committee will be selected by the City Council.

BOARD COMMENTS - RECEIVED

Mr. Buffkin thanked Ms. Wicker for her work and service on the board. He noted this is his
second time serving on the PRGAB and thanked Ms. Wicker for helping him get up to speed
when he returned. He hoped Ms. Wicker will be back on the PRGAB in the future.

Ms. Wicker thanked members for their well wishes noting she enjoyed her time on the PRGAB.
She enjoyed working with members as well as staff. She spoke relating to her past work serving
on the Urban Forestry Sustainability and Management Guidelines and has noticed how well that
has worked. She pointed out we are a City of Maples as there are more maples than oaks. She
expressed appreciation for Zach’s work on the guidelines.

Ms. Simes asked if anything is being done regarding the trees in Pullen Park referred to by the
Pullen heirs in the recent hearing. Ms. Sauer indicated staff is working on this assessment.

Ms. Hoverstad indicated she took the Dix Tour and enjoyed it and learned a lot about the park.
She urged all members to take a tour.



Mr. Millsaps indicated Ms. Wicker became chair of the PRGAB at his first meeting noting she is
a great example of a strong, soft spoken leader. He noted she set a high bar for others to follow.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Brenda Hunt



