
 

PARKS, RECREATION & GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD 

JANUARY 21, 2016 

MINUTES 
 

 

 

The Parks, Recreation & Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB) met on January 21, 2016, at 

Lions Park Community Center, 516 Dennis Avenue, with the following members present: 

  

   Mike Surasky, presiding 

   Richard Bostic 

   Patrick Buffkin 

Christopher Dillon 

Dexter Hebert 

Kendall Harris 

Jennifer Hoverstad 

Brad Johnson 

   Clodagh Lyons-Bastian 

   Shane Mellin 

   David Millsaps 

   Amy Simes 

Charles Townsend 

Kimberly Wicker 

 

Absent & Excused: Steve Hepler 

 

Staff Present: Diane Sauer, Giavonia Harris, Scott Payne, Stephen Bentley, Ashley Deans, Ken 

Hisler, Christie Jones, Jason Clemons, Brenda Hunt 

 

Chairman Surasky called the meeting to order at 6:04pm.  Discussion followed with actions 

taken as shown: 

 

Chairman Surasky introduced new PRGAB members Kendall Harris and Brad Johnson. Christie 

Jones and Jason Clemons welcomed the PRGAB to Lions Park and reviewed programs available, 

etc.  In response to a question relating to the needs of Lions Park, Ms. Jones responded a new 

gymnasium floor and air conditioning and general upgrades to the park.  Mr. Hisler indicated 

both are included in the CIP within the next 5 years.   

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS – NONE RECEIVED 

 

This was an opportunity for the public to speak.  No one asked to be heard. 

 

 

 



 

PRESENTATIONS 

 

 

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION – DUKE ENERGY 

 

Ashley Deans recognized Linda Costantino with Duke Energy, noting Duke Energy’s volunteer 

work included work in the Rose Garden, Chavis Park and City Plaza on Fayetteville Street.  The 

company provided 103 volunteers working 240 hours with a total value of $5,500.  They planted 

2000 pansy plants this year.  Chairperson Surasky presented Ms. Costantino with a certificate of 

appreciation for Duke Energy’s volunteer efforts. 

 

MINUTES – DECEMBER 10, 2015 – APPROVED 

 

Members had received the December 10, 2015 minutes prior to the meeting.  Ms. Wicker moved 

approval of the minutes.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Lyons-Bastian, unanimously passed.  

Chairman Surasky ruled the motion adopted. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

STANDING COMMITTEES 

 

Parks Committee: 

 

Mr. Buffkin reported the Parks Committee had not met since the last PRGAB meeting.  He 

reviewed the work going on in regard to Lake Wheeler Water Sport Center noting two years ago 

during the SIP process, the PRGAB heard from people regarding non-motorized water sports at 

Lake Wheeler with their interest mainly relating to boat storage.  This has now evolved into 

bigger things and is in the Work Plan for this year.  The Parks Committee is continuing 

investigations into this matter.  A meeting was held in September to do an initial review and now 

staff is interviewing user groups and heading toward a Parks Committee meeting in May.  Staff 

is evaluating what would be appropriate for that site noting Lake Wheeler is now a primary water 

source and must deal with water quality, etc.    

 

Fletcher Volunteer Awards Committee: 

 

Ms. Wicker reported the Fletcher Volunteer Awards Committee will meet January 24 at noon to 

decide on the recipients of the Fletcher awards.  She indicated there are 10,000 volunteers and 

only 13 awards are presented.  The award ceremony will be held on Tuesday, May 10, 2016 at 

the Fletcher Opera House. 

 

GWUT/Greenway and Urban Trees Committee: 

 

Mr. Surasky reported the committee will meet Tuesday, February 16, 2016. 

 

 



 

LIAISON REPRESENTATIVES 
 

Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Commission: 

 

Ms. Simes reported the Commission met on December 14, 2015 and received the Bike Plan 

Update.  Work is ongoing for new bike lanes.  There has been some confusion from drivers 

regarding the new bike lane markings and the Commission is putting together an educational 

project.  The next meeting will be January 25, 2016. 

 

Ms. Simes further reported the Commission will have a retreat in February. 

 

City of Raleigh Historical Cemeteries Advisory Board: 

 

Chairman Surasky read the report of the Board as follows: 

 

Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board 
1/21/16 Meeting Summary for PRGAB 

 
The Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board met on Monday, January 11. 

 

Old Business 

Ernest Dollar from the Raleigh City Museum provided a follow-up report on restoration and 

archiving efforts associated with burial records for our historic cemeteries. 

 

Board Committee Reports 

Landscape Committee 

The Landscape Committee reviewed preliminary information related to Mt. Hope Cemetery that 

might help guide discussion on a landscape plan for that property. A 

site visit to Mt. Hope involving the entire board is being scheduled for later this Spring. 

 

Maintenance Committee 

The Maintenance Committee has scheduled a meeting to continue work on the issue of local 

designation for City Cemetery and Mt. Hope Cemetery. 

 

Volunteer Committee  

The Volunteer Committee will be assisting staff with the development of a Municipal Cemetery 

Workshop.  This comes out of a request from NCSU Extension to host and facilitate the first 

workshop of this kind in the state.  The committee will also be helping prepare for the upcoming 

board retreat. 

 

Chair Report 

The board is planning to hold a retreat as part of their annual business meeting in March.  The 

purpose of the retreat would be to look at past accomplishments, current issues facing our 

historic cemeteries, our partnership with RCCP, Inc. and develop clear direction for the next 



several years.  The retreat will be on March 14 at Mordecai Interpretive Center beginning at 4:00 

p.m. 

 

The next meeting of the board is scheduled for Monday, February 8 at 5:30 p.m. at the Tucker 

House.   

 
Historical Resources and Museum Advisory Board: 

 

Ms. Simes reported the next Board meeting will take place January 27 at Mordecai House. 

 
John Chavis Memorial Park PLG: 
 

Mr. Bostic reported there will be a public meeting held at Chavis on Tuesday, February 16, 2016 

from 3:30 – 7:00 p.m. 

 

Moore Square PLG: 

 

Ms. Wicker indicated this item could be removed from the agenda list noting the contract has 

been awarded. 

 

Pullen Arts Center Improvement Project: 

 

Ms. Lyons-Bastian reported the south side is done and the north side is now being done.  She 

noted there will be synergy between the museum, the art center and the theater.  There will be a 

second public comment period.  The concern has been regarding parking and what the hardscape 

and softscapes look like.  Mr. Millsaps indicated the design team is doing an excellent job.  Ms. 

Lyons-Bastian stated the artist community was at the first public comment period and thought we 

were going to talk about inside, etc.  She noted there were some good suggestions made at the 

first session and there will be one more session in March. 

 

Riverbend Master Plan: 

 

Mr. Buffkin stated he missed the open house and the last Board meeting.  The next meeting will 

be held in early February. 

 

Raleigh Arts Plan: 

 

Ms. Sauer indicated the plan will be presented to the City Council at the February 2 meeting.  

There will be a presentation and action by the City Council at that time. 

 

Wooten Meadow CPC: 

 

Ms. Hoverstad reported the plan for Wooten Meadow was approved by the City Council.  The 

News and Observer will be running a story on it next week. 

 

 



 

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT – RECEIVED 

 
Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB) 

Director’s Report January 21, 2016 

City Council Updates 

January 5, 2016 
 
CITY OF OAKS – CONTRIBUTIONS - NOTED 
Chris Heagarty, Executive Director of City of Oaks talked about the mission of City of Oaks, their work 
with landowners to acquire conservation natural areas, their objectives, properties they have acquired, 
the importance and the utilization of these properties.  He also presented information on the “Give 
Play” program which helps provide scholarships for children of low income families.  He stated it is a 
need based scholarship pointing out this year with the help of their partners, Duke Energy and the 
Woman’s Club of Raleigh they raised $27,000.   
 
Mayor McFarlane expressed appreciation to the City of Oaks Foundation for all the work they do on 
behalf of the City of Raleigh. 
 
MOORE SQUARE IMPROVEMENTS – SASAKI ASSOCIATES AMENDMENT  
The next phase of work in the design process for the Moore Square Improvements project will include 
development of 100 percent complete construction documents, permitting, and bidding.  Council 
authorized the use of a 2/3rds General Obligation bond issuance to fund the implementation of the 
Moore Square Master Plan in the spring of 2014.  As part of the design process, City Council approved 
the Moore Square Implementation Priorities Report in August 2015 and the 15% Schematic design in 
December 2015. 
 
APPOINTMENTS - Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board – Two Vacancies:  Kendall Harris and 
Brad Johnson appointed 
 
January 19, 2016 
 
Wake Co. Healthy Community Grants Agreement - APPROVED 
John Rex Endowment in collaboration with Third Sector New England and Active Living by Design has 
awarded $8,000, 18 month non-matching grant, to fund a part-time position to evaluate walkable 
neighborhood access to parks and greenway trails throughout the City of Raleigh.  The project will help 
leverage the 2014 Park Bond funds in the most efficient and effective manner possible and is consistent 
with the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources System Plan, the city-wide Comprehensive Plan, the 
Comprehensive Pedestrian Plan, and the Capital Area Greenway Planning and Design Guide. 
 
Wooten Meadow Park Master Plan – APPROVED  
Mike Surasky, Chair will present the PRGAB’s unanimous recommendation for the adoption of the 
master plan for the Wooten Meadow Park.  The draft Master Plan for the Wooten Meadow Park has 
been presented to the public and to the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board and has 



received favorable review.   The plan includes an Executive Summary, which along with the official 
Program Statement, Conceptual  Plan, and Concept Narrative reflect the master planning process which 
began in 2014 with the City Council’s acceptance of the Park’s System Integration Plan, Situational 
Assessment, and appointment of the Citizen Planning Committee.   
 
 

Announcements (Dedications, Public Meetings, etc.) 

 
Committee Meetings 
 
Parks Committee – Does not have a meeting scheduled.    
 
GWUT Committee – Tuesday, February 16 at 6pm – Raleigh Municipal Bldg. 
 
Fletcher Awards Committee – Wednesday, February 24 at noon – Wade Ave. Conference Room 
 
Public Meetings 

John Chavis Memorial Park  Master Plan Phase 1 - Tuesday, February 16, 3:30-7pm, Chavis Community 
Center:  Open House, Final Review Session of Implementation Study 

This will be an open house style meeting, with an overview presentation given at the beginning and at 
the end of the meeting, allowing for both afternoon and evening attendees.   Public feedback will be 
welcomed, especially on Phase 1 which will advance this year into the design and permitting stage.    
 

Dix Report: 
 

Mr. Bentley reported on the status of plans for the Dix property that was purchased by the City 6 

months ago.  Four full time staff have been hired to maintain the grounds of the park and a senior 

planner was recently hired for this purpose.  Meetings have taken place with the City Manager 

and Mayor on how to move forward.  The City has never done a project like this and this will 

influence the entire Downtown.  Mr. Bentley indicated staff has talked to their peers all across 

the country.  He indicated there will be participation from many groups.  This spring, the City 

Council will probably discuss moving forward.  He noted the months of preparation are the right 

way to do this noting there are currently 2000 people working in buildings located on the 

property for the next 25 years.  There is also an ongoing $1 ½ million soil remediation project.  

He emphasized this is the top priority project.  Ms. Sauer explained this will be a regional 

project.  There will be more than normal communication involved and a lot of work in 

determining how to prepare.  Mr. Dillon stated this is a regional park and he read the City 

Council at their retreat discussed next steps and how to move forward and heard there are private 

firms raising funds to do the master plan.  Mr. Bentley indicated funds are being raised to 

contribute toward planning and the City will be leading the master planning process.  He stated 

he was not aware the City Council discussed the next steps at the retreat.  Mr. Dillon indicated 

community engagement is a big thing in his neighborhood.  He stated improvements to Lake 

Wheeler Road and not making changes until later harms his area’s ability to develop.  They have 

been hampered by DHIC and Habitat projects in his CAC area.  He stressed his community 



would like to be engaged in moving forward.  Mr. Dillon indicated as a PRGAB, members were 

appointed by City Council and questioned the board’s role in moving forward with the Dix 

project.  He felt if it is funded privately, you will get what you pay for and those paying will 

want things their way.  He noted this is concerning to him living close to the park and on being a 

member of this board and was asking for these residents to have a front seat in the project.  He 

felt the PRGAB should go to City Council and request that the PRGAB be in the front seat.  He 

indicated the City paid $52 million for this property and will lead the planning process and it has 

been owned 6 months.  Discussion followed regarding funding of Riverbend and the process 

involved with its development. 

 

Chairman Surasky agreed this PRGAB needs to make a statement it wants to be part of the 

process but the process hasn’t been set up yet.  He felt the PRGAB should establish an ad hoc 

committee to work on this project.  Mr. Dillon reiterated he did not want this PRGAB that was 

appointed by the City Council to be left out of the planning.  He also felt it is a great thing for 

people to donate $3 million toward planning but would question their expectations.  Discussion 

took place relating to the confusion and discussions taking place at the CAC. Ms. Lyons-Bastian 

suggested that staff attend the CAC in order to stop this confusion.  Mr. Bentley indicated there 

will be time for this input in the future and the City is preparing to have public dialogues.  Mr. 

Dillon indicated people in the area are waiting to see what the next steps are for this project.  

 

Mr. Bentley explained the City agreed to develop a public access plan noting every parking lot 

on site is on leased areas of the State and that plan will be done by March.  Mr. Dillon stated this 

is a state-wide gem and there needs to be a lot of involvement from the people living around it. 

 

CHAIR REPORT – RECEIVED 

 

Chairman Surasky stated every other year the PRGAB holds a retreat and in the past a location at 

a park has been selected.  The retreat generally meets on Friday afternoon and Saturday morning 

and includes team building activities, information about the department and onsite visits on 

Saturday. He suggested that the PRGAB hold a retreat in early April, after Easter.  He asked that 

members contact Ms. Harris regarding whether this schedule will work for them and include 

items they would like to discuss.  Mr. Millsaps suggested information on where the different 

programming lies within the City and parks available in each part of the city.  Ms. Sauer stated 

next week staff would send members a survey on options for dates, locations and topics.  Mr. 

Buffkin requested discussion on any deficiencies in parks.  Mr. Harris requested information on 

if all areas have the same access to parks and if not, why.   

 

Ms. Simes reported staff is working on compiling a list of projects with their status and felt it 

would be helpful to have a project list including parks and major facility renovations.  Ms. Sauer 

stated staff would include this information in the monthly packet. 

 

BOARD COMMENTS – RECEIVED 

 

Mr. Buffkin, Ms. Lyons-Bastian and Mr. Dillon welcomed the new members to the PRGAB. 

 



Ms. Wicker referred to rest stops she recently visited along I-95 that had dog parks.  Chairman 

Surasky noted they have had open dog areas for a long time but now some of the locations have 

enclosed them.    Ms. Wicker welcomed the new members. 

 

Ms. Simes welcomed the new members. 

 

Ms. Hoverstad thanked staff for the Christmas party.  She also stated she recently went to 

Optimist Pool and met the neighbor living in the house at the pool entrance.  The resident is a 

professor at NCSU and indicated it is great living in this location and loves using the pool.  Ms. 

Hoverstad indicated this says a lot about the maintenance crew when the people beside it are 

happy. 

 

Mr. Millsaps welcomed the new members.  He then spoke regarding marketing to the youth 

noting there is a branding opportunity for our programs and there may be some audience the 

marketing doesn’t reach.  He reported he had sent an email to Ms. Sauer relating to possible 

additions to the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources home page to reach the generation Y 

users.  Mr. Millsaps referred to Lions Park noting all the ballfields are locked when not in use.  

He felt this neighborhood could use some sort of dog facility noting Lions Park is totally 

programmed.  He stated the neighborhood has needs for flexibility at this park and suggested 

staff work on the right way to find that flexibility. 

 

Mr. Hebert and Mr. Mellin welcomed the new members. 

 

Mr. Townsend reported he had started reaching out to the university and staff members noting 

there are many younger people on campus and we need to find a way to get their ideas and 

thoughts on ways to make the younger generation interested in parks. 

 

Mr. Johnson stated it was great to be a member of this PRGAB. 

 

Mr. Harris indicated he enjoyed his first meeting and was excited to learn, to listen and serve.  

He spoke to the need to meet the needs of all people in the City.  He noted he is a pusher and a 

doer and was interested to see what people think is needed to do the best for the community we 

live in and for all people.  

 

Chairman Surasky welcomed the new members and noted this is a volunteer board.  He also 

indicated the City has now created a pickle ball league and it is full. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Upon motion of Mr. Millsaps, seconded by Ms. Hoverstad, unanimously passed, the meeting 

adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Brenda Hunt 


