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PARKS, RECREATION & GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD 

MAY 19, 2016 

MINUTES 
 

 

 

The Parks, Recreation & Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB) met on May 19, 2016, in the 

Council Chamber of the Municipal Building with the following members present: 

  

   Mike Surasky, presiding 

   Richard Bostic 

   Patrick Buffkin 

   Christopher Dillon 

   Kendall Harris 

   Dexter Hebert 

   Steve Hepler 

   Jennifer Hoverstad 

   Brad Johnson 

Clodagh Lyons-Bastian 

   Amy Simes 

   Charles Townsend 

Kimberly Wicker 

 

Council Liaison: Dickie Thompson 

 

Excused:  Shane Mellin 

   David Millsaps 

   
Staff Present: Diane Sauer, Scott Payne, Stephen Bentley, Ken Hisler, Wayne Schindler, Cassie 

Schumacher-Georgopoulos, Matthew Keough, Eliza Kiser, Debra Bradsher, Giavonia Harris, 

Kate Pearce, Belva Parker, Shawsheen Baker, James Marapoti, TJ McCourt 

 

Chairman Surasky called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m.  Discussion followed with actions 

taken as shown: 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS – NONE RECEIVED 

 

Sally Ricks, 2715 Rosedale Avenue, indicated she is satisfied with the Pullen Arts Plan and 

would like to see the project move forward.    

 

PRESENTATIONS 

 

DOROTHEA DIX PARK – UPDATE RECEIVED 

 

Kate Pearce, Senior Planner for Dorothea Dix, provided a presentation updating the PRGAB on 

the status of Dorothea Dix Park including what has occurred thus far and what is planned at this 
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point.  The City has entered into a formal agreement with the Dix Park Conservancy that is 

helping to raise funds for the master planning effort with a five year term on the agreement. 

Money has been pledged to support a number of activities and programs.  Ms. Pearce noted the 

City will option for an interim office at the park.  Staff has been working with the State and DHS 

to find 600 joint use parking spaces and within 2 weeks there will be improvements to 45-50 

spaces along the big field to facilitate parking off the tree root zone.  There are no restrooms 

there and there are supporting elements and activities that are planned reminding the PRGAB 

that 2016 is the Planning to Plan phase.  She spoke to the desire to get people to go to the park 

and see the park and walking tours and bus tours have been very well received.  All but one of 

the tours was full and there will be additional ones in the future.  There have been 14 tours and 

another 11 are scheduled.  Interim programming for the park has started including Art in the 

Park, field day, etc. which are being funded by the conservancy.  Activities will begin in June 

and staff is working on bathrooms and parking in anticipation of these activities.  Ms. Pearce 

reviewed the 3 tier committee structure and make up of these groups and responsibilities of each.  

She referred to the Master Plan Advisory Committee that will advise the consultant team, 

become advocates for the park, etc.  This group will involve a public application process.  

Applications can be made on line and a broad diversity of members will be needed.  The 

formation process for this group was reviewed which will remain intact for the entire planning 

process of  2-3 years.  This will require extremely committed people.  There will be multiple 

opportunities for citizens to get involved in the planning of this park.  A team will then be 

selected to help with this effort which will be underway in 2017. 

 

Ms. Wicker indicated she attended one of the tours which was excellent and learned a lot about 

the property.  She asked for an elaboration on the master  planning process occurring between 

now and 2017.  Ms. Pearce responded the scope will be developed, hiring additional staff, 

visiting other places to learn how they accomplished their vision.  Staff is working on things 

fulfilling the purchase agreement, remediating dirty soil, events planning and fee structure. 

 

The update was received as information. 

 

LEE STREET PARK NAME CHANGE REQUEST – HEARING HELD – ACTION 

DEFERRED TO JUNE MEETING 

 

This item involves a request to rename Lee Street Park to Junious N. Sorrell Park.  Will Marks, 

301 Fayetteville Street, indicated he is Vice-chair of the Central CAC.  He presented a petition 

with signatures of those in favor of this request.  He indicated as a member of the CAC he has 

gotten to know Mr. Sorrell noting he is a good citizen of the United States, of this city and his 

neighborhood.  He served in World War II, worked hard in the state as a key player in the civil 

rights movement and spearheaded the effort in the master plan work for Chavis Park.  Mr. Sorrell 

has made Lee Street Park his life’s mission to watch over.  In visiting Mr. Sorrell, he saw three 

walls filled with civic awards.  For years he has opened and closed this park, was responsible for 

getting a water fountain installed and has been responsible for the equipment. The park was built 

in 1922.  Mr. Marks stated what Mr. Sorrell has given to this city, state and country is 

unbelievable. 
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Chairman Surasky reviewed the process for renaming parks noting action would not be taken 

until the June PRGAB meeting. 

Chairman Surasky opened the floor for public comments. 

 

Brenda Rand Davis, 1409 E. Jones Street, indicated Mr. Sorrell is her uncle and he has been 

totally committed to the City of Raleigh and has been for a long time and he always stressed the 

importance of participating in your community.  Mr. Sorrell had her out in the civil rights 

movement when she was in middle and high school and wanted the family aware of their 

community and is still passing on things he has participated in to them.  She indicated she fully 

supported this effort. 

 

John Milner, 2533 Sanderford Road, presented a letter signed by Dr. Leroy Darkes who serves as 

President of the Eta Sigma Graduate Chapter of Phi Beta Sigma Inc.in support of renaming the 

park.  Seven brothers of Eta Sigma stood in support of the letter.  The letter noted for years they 

have known Mr. Sorrell served as the self-appointed curator spending several hours and his 

personal resources tending to the Park.  He is well known for this in his neighborhood and 

acknowledged for keeping the park safe and beautiful for his neighbors to enjoy.  The fraternity 

strongly supported this renaming since it represents a lasting tribute and acknowledgement of the 

spirit of Mr. Sorrell who has exemplified their motto of “Culture for Service and Service for 

Humanity” for nearly sixty plus years.  He read the following letter.  
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Mr. Sorrell stated he has enjoyed working with the park and people in his community and this is 

something he volunteers his time to do as he loves the park.  He indicated he enjoys the people 
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he has worked with.  He stated he hoped to work many more years with this park.  He has always 

been a Raleighite and hoped to live many more years as a Raleighite. 

 

Ms. Sauer stated in the past staff brought Mr. Sorrell barrels of playground equipment.  She 

thanked him for all his efforts through the years and reported staff fully supports this change. 

 

Chairman Surasky closed the hearing. 

 

Chairman Surasky stated he would like, between now and the next meeting, staff to think about 

signage noting it is extremely important to be sure the name is fully visible and recognized.  Ms. 

Sauer stated Mr. Schindler and a committee from the neighborhood are working on the design.  

Mr. Schindler stated Mr. Sorrell continues to be engaged in the playground.  He is on the design 

committee put together by the CAC working with people in the neighborhood to redesign the 

park.    When the new sign goes up on the property it will go on a new playground in the new 

park.  Mr. Schindler noted Mr. Sorrell’s dedication to the park has not stopped yet. 

 

Mr. Hebert praised Mr. Sorrell for his willingness to build relationships in the community and 

his willingness to serve.  This is a great example of someone who has done this for years.  Mr. 

Herbert challenged everyone in the room to be engaged in their community and follow Mr. 

Sorrell’s example. 

 

This item will be placed on the agenda for the June meeting. 

 

 

BUFFALOE ROAD ATHLETIC PARK DOG PARK AND JAYCEE PARK DOG RUN – 

HEARING – APPROVED 

 

Mr. Schindler summarized the work done by the GWUT Committee over the last 14 months on 

the development of off leash dog facilities in the City of Raleigh.  The Committee started their 

work by looking in other areas i.e., New York City, Seattle, San Francisco, etc. as well as 

reviewing the existing facilities in Raleigh.  Ideas about (3) three facility types were developed 

including dog parks, dog runs and off leash dog areas.  The Committee further reviewed the Dog 

Facility Policy and decided to focus on dog parks and dog runs.  Available funds for this purpose 

totals $150,000.  He reviewed the site location selection process for the dog park noting 

Leesville Park and Buffaloe Road Park were studied.  The Leesville Park site was not a good 

choice cost wise and Buffaloe Road Park was selected.  He reviewed the history of Buffaloe 

Road Park noting the master plan had a dog park proposed (pointed out on map available at the 

meeting).  The original spot selected was problematic from a cost perspective.  An analysis of the 

rest of the property was undertaken to determine if there was a better location and settled on a 

location southwest of the new aquatics facility.  Staff then developed a preliminary design for the 

dog park.  Staff then looked for locations for a dog run including Downtown where no location 

could be found.  Staff then looked at the University Park area and selected a site at Jaycee Park.  

The GWUT Committee reviewed this location and the concept went through several iterations 

looking at establishing one large area and ultimately upsizing the run from 6,000 sf to 11,000 sf.  

This is the plan taken out for public input.  Both concepts were presented to the affected CACs in 

March and April.  The item then came back to GWUT Committee in April for public input and 
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also went to the Raleigh CAC in April.  Depending on action taken by this PRGAB, it is 

proposed that this go to the City Council in June.  He explained revisions that were made by staff 

following public input to both the dog park and dog run.  Once approved, construction will begin 

in mid to late summer for both.  As part of that, staff will continue to engage with the 

communities to get them involved to adopt the park and help manage and maintain them.  Mr. 

Schindler also recommended that the planning staff conduct a more comprehensive study and 

analysis including geographic distribution, access to urban and suburban areas, dog amenities, 

etc.   

 

Mr. Townsend questioned the square footage of the Buffaloe Road site with Mr. Schindler 

responding the dog park would be 2 acres.  Mr. Buffkin questioned why the Leesville Park site 

was more costly with Mr. Schindler responding this is due to grading that would be required. Mr. 

Buffkin indicated people involved in the Leesville Park planning process expect a dog park with 

Mr. Schindler stated the Master Plan for Leesville Park is not changing and a dog park facility is 

still shown in the Leesville Road Park Master Plan.  GWUT made the decision not to construct 

the dog park at this time due to the cost in doing so since there is currently a limited budget for 

this purpose.  The dog park was moved to Buffaloe Road Park because conditions there created a 

situation within the current funding.  Ms. Schumacher-Georgopoulos explained people in the 

Leesville Park and Northwest Raleigh area requested not to have a dog park but it has been put 

back into Leesville Park in a different location.  The indicated the topography is too difficult at 

this time but the dog park in Leesville Park is not eliminated. 

 

Ms. Wicker stated GWUT did a thorough job in analyzing this issue and got down to two great 

facilities in areas of the City in need of dog facilities.  She stated staff did a great job helping the 

committee in getting to this point.  She thanked the GWUT Committee and staff for all their 

work on this item.   

 

Chairman Surasky explained public comments would be received with action taken at this 

meeting that could include recommending approval to the City Council, tabling the item or 

referring the item back to GWUT.   

 

Chairman Surasky opened the floor for public comments. 

 

Helen Tart, 611 Monroe Drive, stated she was present as a representative of a successful dog 

park in Oakwood Park.  She lives across from the park and is the person the City calls if there is 

a problem.  The dog park has made a huge difference in the neighborhood and the neighborhood 

now gets together for potlucks and there are now positive activities in the evenings.  The park 

has run away a lot of unsavory things going on in the park and has worked out well. 

 

Patrick Biggs, 4927 Liles Street, indicated stated the neighbors in Leesville Park area did not 

want the dog park.  He was in favor of the proposed location. 

 

Chairman Surasky closed the hearing. 

 

Ms. Wicker moved approval of the Dog Park in Buffaloe Road Park and the Dog Run in Jaycee 

Park.  Mr. Bostic indicated a comment was made previously that the space for the dog run is too 
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small.  Chairman Surasky indicated it meets dog run standards and this park was slated for a dog 

run noting a lot of people walk there rather than drive there.  It was smaller in the beginning and 

has been enlarged to 11,000 sf.  He hoped it gets a lot of use noting it is in a good location within 

the park.  The proposed square footage is as big as we could get it noting the original areas 

considered were on the southwest end of the park and required pavement removal.  He stated 

when the comfort station could be moved, staff was in agreement with the new location.  Ms. 

Lyons-Bastian indicated for the traffic and people using this park, it would be nice to have 

something bigger but what has been proposed is as large as possible.  She felt this will be of 

service to the community.  Ms. Hoverstad seconded the motion made by Ms. Wicker.  A vote on 

the motion was taken and unanimously passed.  Chairman Surasky ruled the motion adopted. 

 

Chairman Surasky referred to UDO standards indicating one thing GWUT discussed was putting 

this forward to Planning to make requirements that dog parks are intertwined with development 

in both urban and suburban areas.  One critical area needing this type of facility is Downtown 

noting he would like to see this continue. 

 

JOHN CHAVIS MEMORIAL PARK – PHASE I IMPLEMENTATION PLAN – 

APPROVED 

 

It was reported the public comments were received at the previous meeting regarding the Phase I 

Implementation Plan for John Chavis Memorial Park.  Mr. Keough reported feedback has been 

compiled and is included in the appendix of the draft study.  The plan has been available to the 

public for 1 ½ months.  Mr. Keough reviewed the plan noting the first phase has a lot of 

improvements to the park.  He reviewed the location of the three restroom facilities that was 

discussed at length at the previous meeting.  The project will not be totally completed until the 

end of 2018 or early 2019.  There are restrooms on the property currently located in the 

community center that is open 60 hours per week. Staff is definitely concerned about this as well.  

In response to a question, Mr. Keough stated there are restrooms at the pool within the bath 

house.  In response to a question, Mr. Keough explained staff did not go to the extent of putting 

out an RFP for a café and it is not staff’s recommendation to hurry on one section while you are 

working on another.  This would involve major improvements and they don’t happen overnight.  

Ms. Simes asked if outside vendors would be accommodated to come in as part of Phase I with 

Mr. Keough responding they would definitely want to be sure there is space for concessions and 

if Phase I were to be completed, there would be that ability and space available for food 

preparation and concessions.  Staff is open to having events food trucks, selling food at events, 

etc.  He emphasized staff has listened to all concerns.  Mr. Keough, in response to a question 

from Mr. Hebert, indicated when we go to public design, there will be community meetings.  Mr. 

Buffkin indicated in the design phase is when we will look at exterior bathrooms sooner and 

understood the outside window would be 2018 at the earliest.  Mr. Keough stated he did not want 

to over promise since we will be looking at sewer lines, gravity and ability to get underground 

and could not put an earliest date on that at this time.  Mr. Johnson asked if the restrooms could 

be pulled out separately and put out for RFP with Mr. Keough indicating that is not advisable.  

Mr. Hebert stated, in regard to community engagement, he wants to be sure we are not just 

saying we want voices but we want narratives from the community, especially when you talk 

about engaging youth in the design phase.  Mr. Buffkin stated he has heard the answer and this is 
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not very satisfying to the public.  He indicated the PRGAB heard comments from staff but we 

are not making promises except it will be done in 2019 and that is not very satisfying. 

 

Mr. Bostic moved approval of Phase I to be forwarded to the City Council.   His motion was 

seconded by Ms. Wicker, unanimously passed.  Chairman Surasky ruled the motion adopted. 

 

PULLEN ARTS CENTER – FINAL DRAFT CONCEPTUAL PLAN – APPROVED 

 

James Maripoti, Senior Planner, indicated staff supports moving this forward to the City Council 

for their consideration and action. 

 

Vivian Buhrman, 503 Parkview Drive, Durham, N.C., was present for Richard Stanhope Pullen 

and was pleased to participate in the process.  She read the following later: 

 

“I offer this statement as a representative of the remaining heirs to Richard Stanhope Pullen, 

whose general bequest to the City of Raleigh made possible the existence of Pullen Park and all 

its subsequent additions, including the Pullen Arts Center. 

 

We have been pleased to participate in the Citizens Advisory Council as part of the process for 

determining the optimal vision for the renovation of the Pullen Arts Center, and the 

improvements being made to the surrounding area.  We take seriouslyour role as Pullen heirs and 

stewards to uphold the observance of the restrictions put forth in the Pullen park Deed as to the 

intended use of his gift, particularly his wish for its use as “a public park for the use and 

enjoyment and recreation of the inhabitants of and visitors to the City of Raleigh” (from RSP’s 

Deed to the City of Raleigh 1887). 

 

On behalf of the Pullen heirs, we endorse the proposal being presented to the PRGAB today.  We 

believe that the process followed to arrive at this proposal has been thoughtful and inclusive to 

multiple stakeholers in not only the Pullen Arts Center, Theater in the Park and the Gregg Art 

Museum, but also in the broader community of people who enjoy access to the Park and who 

care about the changes being proposed. 

 

We also offer the following ongoing observations and concerns: 

 

According to the Pullen Park Master Plan (Jul7 2001) there was clear recognition of Pullen’s 

prioritization of natural spaces, and his vision for the Park as “a verdant shaded place for visitors 

and he spent years planning and planting trees to make this vision come into being” (PPMP, p8).  

Applying RSP’s vision to the 21
st
 century starts with understanding his expressed wishes,while 

acknowledging certain other current realities such as the fact that “95% of the park’s users arrive 

by automobile” (PPMP, p41) and must be accommodated “while maintain(ing) the open spaces 

that are Pullen Park.”  Resolving the inherent conflict of RSP’s vision and today’s cars and 

asphalt is not an easy process, and it requires balance between extremes.  An example is that the 

Pullen Arts Center project increases parking from 93 to 149 spaces with less open “green” space 

accordingly – a compromise between stakeholders who would wish for even more convenient 

parking and those who wish to maintain the least impact on the natural landscape. 
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The PPMP also devoted a substantial appendix to a study in 2000 of the park’s 1,907 trees; 48% 

were in excellent to good condition, 43% of trees were in “fair” condition and the remaining 9% 

were poor to dead.  Now, 16 years later, we wonder how many trees there are in Pullen Park 

today, and in what condition—surely some have been lost to storm damage, and by age and 

disease, but also from the NCSU and City of Raleigh Gregg Art Museum project with its 

expanded parking and storm water basins, as well as the PAC expansion under consideration 

today.  Cumulative gradual changes in Pullen Park land use can have a material impact.  We 

remain mindful that at some point further Pullen Park development and loss of open land could 

violate the Pullen Deed, and we exhort the members of this board to be guardians against such 

development. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of our comments. 

 

Respectfully submitted on behalf of all the Pullen heirs, 

 

Vivian Buhrman (Durham, NC) 

Brent Belvin (Durham, NC) 

William S. Belvin (Amherst, NH)” 

 

The representative from Clearscapes provided a slide presentation of the plan including the 

master plan goals, community outreach efforts, public input and aspirations, existing conditions 

on this property.  She explained the Parks and Recreation Bond referendum approved in 2014 

will fund these improvements.  She reviewed the proposed site concept relating to parking, 

existing and proposed new buildings and major site and building improvements. The preliminary 

budget breakdown was explained including new building costs, site improvements, contingency 

and soft costs totalling $6,000,000.00.  The project timeline was then reviewed.  It is proposed 

this will be presented to the City Council in June and then move into the design phase. 

 

Discussion followed relating to impact on trees with it being noted staff is working with the 

architect to determine which ones will need to be removed.  Any trees removed will be replaced.  

Chairman Surasky referred to the Pullen heirs letter that referred to the health of the trees and 

spoke to the need to stay within the confines of the deed.  Staff will inventory the trees and new 

trees are proposed as well.  It was noted the caliper numbers cannot be replaced.  Chairman 

Surasky stated he would like to see the walking and biking inventory.  Discussion took place 

related to the impoundment devices with Planner Maripoti explaining there will be 70%-80% 

impoundment. 

 

Ms. Wicker moved approval of the Plan.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Harris, unanimously 

passed.  Chairman Surasky ruled the motion adopted. 

 

Ms. Sauer explained both the Chavis and Pullen Park projects will come back to the PRGAB at 

the schematic design point. 

 

MINUTES – MARCH 17, 2016 AND APRIL 21, 2016 – APPROVED AS PRESENTED 
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Members had received a copy of the March 17 and April 21, 2016 minutes prior to the meeting.  

Mr. Buffkin moved approval of the minutes as presented.  His motion was seconded by Ms. 

Hoverstad, unanimously passed.  Chairman Surasky ruled the motion adopted. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

STANDING COMMITTEES 
 

Fletcher Volunteer Awards Committee 

 

Ms. Wicker thanked members who attended the Volunteer Awards event noting the Mayor and 2 

Council members attended.  She stated it was a great event and many deserving people 

recognized. 

 

LIAISON REPRESENTATIVES 
 

Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Commission 

 

Ms. Simes reported the commission met the previous Monday and had a presentation on the 

Blount/Person Street Corridor Plan.  There was an opportunity for input and what is proposed for 

the different sections of the corridor were explained.  There was a presentation on the Charlotte 

Open Streets event and the commission is discussing doing an event of this nature next year.  

The commission also discussed their Work Plan.  The next meeting will be July 18, 2016. 

 

 

 

City’s Bike Plan Update 

 

Ms. Simes reported the City Council approved the Bike Plan unanimously at their last meeting. 

 

Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board 

 

Mr. Schindler made the following report: 

 

The Historic Cemeteries Advisory Board met on Monday, May 9. 

 

Board Committee Reports 

Landscape Committee 

The Landscape Committee conducted an initial site visit to Mt. Hope and reviewed existing 

landscape features.  Preliminary discussion centered on the introduction of entrance landscaping 

and assessment of overlay maps to determine areas where tree canopy has been lost.  A follow-

up site visit is being planned. 

 

Maintenance Committee 

The Maintenance Committee reviewed the cemetery maintenance and training manual recently 

developed by the committee and division staff.  The full board voted to approve the document.  
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The committee also met with Tania Tulley of RHDC to develop an example programmatic 

certificate of appropriateness.  The committee will present a draft at it is next meeting. 

 

Volunteer Committee  

The Volunteer Committee and department staff continue to meet with representatives from 

NCSU to discuss the development of a Municipal Cemetery Workshop to be held on October 12 

and 13.  The committee is finalizing topics and speakers and working on other logistics related to 

the workshop. 

 

Staff Report 

Staff reported that we are moving forward with installation of a security camera system at City 

Cemetery.  Staff has received an updated quote for repair of surface vaults at Mt. Hope 

Cemetery.  The contractor will discuss repair methodology at the next board meeting.  Several 

board members recently toured the Dorothea Dix Park property, including the Dix Cemetery. 

 

Chair Report 

The Chair reviewed items from the recent Board Retreat held on March 14 at Mordecai 

Interpretive Center.  The board recommended moving forward with securing a council member 

liaison, addition of 2 board members and revisions to the attendance policy.  The board requested 

that staff investigate process related to these items. 

 

New Business 

The Board reviewed and approved its annual report and work plan for FY 17. The Board directed 

staff confirm date of presentation to City Council. 

 

The next meeting of the HCAB will be on June 13 at 5:30 p.m. at the Tucker House. 

 

Historical Resources and Museum Advisory Board 

 

Ms. Simes reported the board met on April 27 and had a presentation of the Moore Square 

update.  There will be a City of Raleigh flag lecture in the museum.  Music on the Porch at 

Mordecai is on hold.  Pullen Park concerts are beginning.  The next meeting will be held on May 

25, 2016. 

 

Riverbend Master Plan 

 

Chairman Surasky reported there will be a site visit this Saturday. 

 

CHAIR REPORT – RECEIVED 

 

Chairman Surasky indicated in the next couple of weeks the Work Plan will be prepared and will 

be before the PRGAB for approval in June.  The reprot will then be made to the City Council in 

July.  He stated it is a very busy plan and there are 4 Master Plans coming up that will generally 

require two PRGAB members servng on each.  Since there are so many there will be one 

PRGAB member serving on them rather than 2. 
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There will be no PRGAB meeting in August. 

 

Chairman Surasky thanked Mr. Schindler & Ms. Schumacher-Georgopoulos for their work on 

the Dog Park and Dog Run noting this involved 16-18 months of work.  He indicated he is glad 

this has reached the point of going to the City Council for approval. 

 

Chairman Surasky indicted he visited Mordecai and the tour guide’s name was Amanda who did 

an excellent job. 

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT – RECEIVED 

 

Director’s Report May 19, 2016 

City Council Updates 

May 3, 2016 

 

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PARKS RECREATION AND 

GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD  

(PRGAB) – PROPOSED PARKS, RECREATION AND CULTURAL RESOURCES USER 

FEES AND CHARGES  

POLICY - APPROVED 

The Finance Department has begun a multi-year process to develop consistent and 

comprehensive policies and processes for all City user fees.  Parks, Recreation and Cultural 

Resources (PRCR), Finance and the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) departments 

partnered for the first project of this process establishing a comprehensive user fee policy 

specifically for parks, recreation and cultural resource facilities, programs and services.  

GreenPlay, a nationally renowned parks and recreation management firm, served as the 

consultant in this effort.   

 

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PRGAB – CRABTREE CREEK WEST 

GREENWAY TRAIL PLAN – APPROVED    

Crabtree Creek West is the remaining trail section of the Crabtree Creek Greenway corridor and 

will extend from the existing terminus at Lindsay Drive to the eastern boundary of Umstead 

State Park on Ebenezer Church Road. This proposed trail section is approximately 2 miles in 

length and is a critical link in a regional greenway system, connecting multiple neighborhoods 

and business centers in Raleigh. 

 

Announcements (Dedications, Public Meetings, etc.) 

PRCR is looking for volunteers to serve on the Dorothea Dix Park Master Plan Advisory 

Committee. The application period will be open from Monday, May 16 to Friday, June 17. 

http://www.raleighnc.gov/parks/news/content/CorNews/Articles/PRecDortheaDixApplications.h

tml 

 

 

http://www.raleighnc.gov/parks/news/content/CorNews/Articles/PRecDortheaDixApplications.html
http://www.raleighnc.gov/parks/news/content/CorNews/Articles/PRecDortheaDixApplications.html
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Committee Meetings 

 

Parks Committee – Does not have a meeting scheduled.    

 

GWUT Committee – Does not have a meeting scheduled.    

 

Fletcher Awards Committee – Does not have a meeting scheduled.    

Public Meetings 

 

River Bend Public Meeting #3 – Tuesday, May 24
th

 6:00pm at Abbotts Creek Community 

Center in the Multipurpose Room 
 

City Council Budget Public Meeting – is scheduled for June 7
th

 at 7:00pm in Council Chambers.   

 

Next PRGAB meeting is scheduled for June 16
th

 at 6pm in Council Chambers, 222 W. Hargett 

Street.  

 

SOUTHEAST RALEIGH TENNIS CENTER – REPORT RECEIVED 

 

Mr. Hisler reported the Southeast Raleigh Tennis Center was originally slated for 2013 using 

bond funds and was originally to be at Barwell Road Center.  There was not enough bunds 

budgeted and the project was put on the shelf so we could come back 2/3 bond funds.  $1 million 

was contributed from the private sector to add to what was approved by City Council.  Staff is 

still seeking private partnership.  Staff has determined there is the ability to build an additional 8 

courts at Biltmore Hills noting there are 8 courts currently existing for a total of 16 courts.  There 

is already a lot of needed infrastructure at Biltmore Hills and would not have to introduce 

infrastructure as part of the new development.  Staff spent two months meeting with many 

people including the City Council, the CACs, tennis advocates, citizens, Shaw University, etc. to 

be sure everyone is on board.  This concept was presented to the City Council at a recent work 

session and they support this proposal as well.  The next steps involve adding a 400 square foot 

addition to the Center and construct the courts and at the end of that will have a 16 court tennis 

complex in Southeast Raleigh.  Mr. Johnson asked if there is any opportunity at Biltmore Hills 

for going to 24 courts in the future with Mr. Schindler responding they would have to be on 

some undeveloped property but there is an opportunity.  Ms. Sauer stated this will come back to 

the board when the schematic design is completed.   

 

BOARD COMMENTS 

 

Ms. Hoverstad stated she took a tour of Dix Park which was fantastic.  The link is on the website 

to apply for the Citizen Planning Committee and encouraged members to use social channels to 

advise citizens of this opportunity. 

 

Mr. Harris indicated he was impressed with the Fletcher awards and by the volunteers receiving 

the awards.  He indicated it would be good if members could pool money to sponsor a 

scholarship for those that volunteer.  He indicated he will be happy to do the logistics.  He 

requested that members let him know if they are interested. 
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Ms. Lyons-Bastian thanked everyone for their work on Chavis Park and was happy Phase 1 is 

wrapped up. 

 

Mr. Hebert was excited about naming the park for Mr. Sorrell noting he had done an incredible 

job working with this park. 

 

Ms. Simes indicated May is Bike Month. 

 

Councilman Thompson indicated he enjoyed the meeting noting it was run very efficiently.  He 

appreciated the time members put into serving on the PRGAB and important work is done at 

these meetings.  He stated the PRGAB performs a lot of leg work for the City Council and all 

members are doing valuable work.  He expressed appreciation to the members for this work. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Upon motion of Mr. Townsend, seconded by Mr. Harris, unanimously passed, the meeting 

adjourned at 8:05 pm. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Brenda Hunt 

 

 

 

 


