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GRDINANCE NO. 1979-211

ANl ORDINANCE DISIGNATING THE PROPERTY OF ST. MARY'S COLLEGE LOCATED

AT 900 HILLSBOROUGH STREET IN THE CITY OF RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA,
A HISTORIC PROPERTY

WHEREAS, the General Assembly of the State of North Carolina
authorized the creation of a Historic Properties Commission for the
City of Raleigh and otherwise provided for the preservation of certain
historic sites and buildings by the passage of Part 3B, Article 19,
Chapter 160A North Carolina General Statutes; and

WHEREAS, the Raleigh Historic Properties Commission has made

an investigation and recommended the following property be designated
a Historic Property; and

WHEREAS, the North Carolina State Department for Cultural Resources

has made an analysis and recommendation that the following property
be designated a historic property; and '

WHERERS, on the 4th day of September, 13979 a joint public hearing
was held in the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, Raleigh,
North Carolina, by the Historic Properties Commission and the City
Council of the City of Raleigh to determine whether the hereinafter
described property should be designated a historic property; and

WHEREAS, said hearing was advertised and the property owners
of the property hereinafter described were notified by mail of the
date and purpose of said public hearing at least ten (10) days prior
to the date set for the hearing; and _ :

WHEREAS, all requirements of Part 3B, Article 19, Chapter 160A
of the North Carolina General Statutes, preceding the adoption of
this ordinance, have been complied with.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF

RALEIGH THAT: '
Section 1. The property of St. Mary's Coilege- located at 900 :
Hillsborough Street, in the planning jurisdiction in the City of

Raleigh, North Carolina, be and is hereby declared a historic property.

Said property being more particularly described as follows: '

Eliza Battle Pittman Auditorium (Building only} being approxi-
mately 44 feet by 75 feet.

Section 2. Those elements of the property that are integral

to its historical, architectural, archaeclogical, or any combination
thereof are as follows:
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ELIZA BATTLE PITTMAN AUDITORIUM, 1906
gt. ary's College Carpus

This Neoclassical Revival two-story brick building was constructed

in 1906 at a time when St. Mary's College was the largest boarding
school for women maintained by the Zpiscopal church in the United
states. The building is ornamented with classical motifs and the

main facade is dominated by a full height Ionic portico. The irregular
roof line is created by a deck on the hip roof crowned by a squat
cupola. The auditorium was named in memory of a student who attended
St. Mary's in the 1880s. -
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Section 3. No building or structure that is designated in this
ordinance located on the hereinbefore described site may be altered,
restored, moved, remodeled, or reconstructed so that a change in
design, material or outer appearance occurs unless and until 2 certi-
ficate of appropriateness is obtained from the Raleigh Historic Properties
Commission or its successors.

Section 4. No building or structure which is designated in
this ordinance on the hereinbefore described site may be demolished
unless and until either approval of demolition is obtained from the
Raleigh Historic Properties Commission or, after the Commission has
received a completed request for demolition, one-hundred and eighty

(180) days have elapsed.

section 5. That all owners and occupants of the property herein-—
above described, whose jdentity and addresses can be ascertained
by the exercise of due diligence be sent by certified mail a copy
of this ordinance.

Section 6. This ordinance shall be indexed under the property
owner's name in the grantor and grantee indexes in the office of
the Register of Deeds of wake County.

Section 7. City administration and the Historic Properties
Commission are hereby authorized and directed to have erected an
appropriate sign on the site hereirabove described setting forth
the fact that said site has been designated a historic property by
action of the Historic properties Commission and the City Council
of the City of Raleigh provided, should the owners of the hereinabove
described property not consent to the erection of said sign on the
described premises, City administration and the Historic Properties
Commission are hereby autnorized and directed to have said sign located
on the public right-of-way adjacent to said property.

Section 8. In the event any building or structure is demolished
in accordance with the ordinances of the City of Raleigh, this ordinance
shall automatically be null and void.

Section 9. Any violation of this ordinance shall be unlawfal
as by law provided.
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Adopted: 9/4/79
Effective: 9/4/19

CCLK/34tp

Distribution: City Manager
City Attorney .
Planning Department {2) . v
Inspections Division (3) .
Historic Properties Commission
Wake County Tax Supervisor
Wake County Tax Collector

Property Owner and/or Occupant
Register of Deeds

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA)

: )}
COUNTY OF WAKE )
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CERTIFICATION

I, Gail G. Smith, City Clerk and Treasurer of the City of Raleigh,
North Carolina, do hereby certify that the attached is a true and

exact copy of Ordinance No. (1979) 211 adopted by the City Council

at their meeting held on _September 4, 1979

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and have caused

the Seal of the City of Raleigh to be affixed this day of
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TGail G. Smith
City Clerk and Treasurer
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Filed for registration at T ASH, ocdock. NZ o day of-_--___".‘fi’-gl_{éff ...... L1972,
and registered in the office of the Register of Deeds for .o ocuocee-- ALMC’-‘ ____________ County,

in Boo ..-2..%1_}._, Page_s._g_/____. _,gé’ i T e 1977 .

-

-_.__..._-_.-..—_..-_..-..n-......---------————-———.---\----—-.——

) 4 Lo Register of Deeds
EM{. % 9&‘»‘2}1174#-—, Adgpdll oy

-— [T
LY B E " e '




ELIZA BATTLE PITTMAN AUDITORIUM
St. Mary's Junior College
Raleigh, North Carolina
(The following statement of significance was prepared by Miss Linda Harris,
Raleigh City Planning Department, and Miss Mary Ann Lee, North Carolina

Division of Archives and History, and is taken from An Architectural and
Historical Inventory of Raleigh, North Carolina, 1978.)

During the early part of the twentieth century, St. Mary's was the largest
boarding school for women maintained by the Episcopal Church in the United States.
Several of the campus's buildings date from this era, such as the Smedes Hall
additions and Eliza Battle Pittman Memorial Auditorium.

Constructed in 1906, this Neoclassical Revival two-story brick building
was named in memory of Eliza Battle Pittman, who attended St. Mary's in the
1880s. The building plan resembles a Lorraine cross, with the shaft bowing
out to either side, maximizing the interior space. The irregular roof line is
created by a deck on the hip roof crowned by a squat cupola. The building is
ornamented with classical motifs and the main facade is dominated by a full
height Ionic portico. Wall surfaces are enlivened by belt courses, rusticated
piers, and heavy window cornices. The building's rhythmic contours and shadow-
creating ornament add visual interest and animation to the design.

The auditorium is entered through an entrance and stair hall on the south
end. The auditorium is skirted by a graceful elliptical gallery supported by
slender cast iron Corinthian columns. A handsome oculus, filled with stained
glass, pierces the ceiling.

The St. Mary's campus exhibits a variety of architectural styles, from
the severity of the Greek Revival to the romanticism of the Gothic Revival.
The Eliza Battle Pittman Memorial Auditorium is an intergral part of the his-
torical structures which the college uses, preserving the tradition of the
school.
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