







































































BAILEY-BUNN HOUSE - (c. 1920)
302 NORTH BLOUNT STREET/RALEIGH HISTORIC SITE

The Georgian Revival influence in vogue throughout the 1920's
is evident in this two story red brick townhouse. The symmetrical
front (west) facade features a small, one story front porch with
an arched roof supported by two wooden Doric columns. The paneled
front door is surmounted by a leaded glass fanlight, and on either
side of the door there are sidelights that end with decorative
wooden panels at the porch level. The two first story windows,
one on either side of the front entrance, are divided into three
sections by decorative Gerogian-style wooden trim. The center
sections of these windows feature an arched, horizontal pane
division with four-over-four pane divisions above. The narrower
sections on the right and left sides feature a single large pane
~on the bottom with two-over-two pane divisions above. The entire
composition is surmounted by a wooden cornice painted beige to
match the trim on the rest of the house. There is a one story
porch on the south side of the house supported by eight wooden
Doric columns placed in four pairs and topped by a balustrade
with plain wooden uprights.

This house is on a lot that was subdivided out of the
Hawkins/Hartness property (310 North Blount Street) next door.
Miss Mattie Bailey, heir to Dr. and Mrs. Alexander B. Hawkins,
decided that the Hawkins mansion was too large for her needs and
sold it to Mr. Will Erwin of Erwin Cotton Mills in Durham, build-
ing this house for herself. It has been purchased by the United
Daughters of the Confederacy for use as their State Headquarters.
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WILLIAM BAILEY, JR. HOUSE - 1917
213 EAST LANE STREET/SIGNIFICANT

Another Georgian Revival style house, this red brick rectan-
gular house features a symmetrical front facade with a Georgian
‘style front entrance flaked by heavy wooden Doric style pilistars.
The front door is surmounted by a fanlight with wooden tracery and
surrounded by sidelights extending to the porch floor. The
shingled, gabled roof is relieved by three dormers placed at
regular intervals. The window treatment of the front facade is
simple, balanced and symmetrical. There is a one story porch on i
the west side of the house that is supported by ten Doric columns
placed at regular intervals and topped by a balustrade of plain
wooden uprights. The lot that this house stands on was part of
the original grounds of the Hawkins Mansion (310 North Blount
Street) and it is assumed that William Bailey, Jr., who built it
was heir to Miss Mattie Bailey who was heir to the Hawkins estate.
It is currently owned by the State of North Carolina and is being
used as an office.

MRS. F. L. BUSH HOUSE - (c. 1908)
(BUILT BY WALTER MONTGOMERY AS RENTAL PROPERTY
215-217 EAST LANE STREET/SUPPORTIVE

The front facade of this white clapboard house is dominated
by a two story verandah extending the full length of the facade.
The first story is supported by four Doric columns (the two on
the ends are fluted) and the second story is supported by four
fluted Doric columns, evenly spaced throughout. Both porch
stories are surrounded by balustrades with plain wooden uprights.
A gabled, shingled roof and two story bays at the east and west
ends add to what was probably a symmetrical composition before
what appears to be a second front door was added to the left of
the central front door. Mrs. F. L. Bush, a widow is listed as
having lived in the house in 1899, and Mr. J. B. Grimes, was
Secretary of State for North Carolina lived there in 1909. The
house is currently owned by the State of North Carolina and is
being used as an office by the State Department of Military and
Veterns Affairs, Energy Division.
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BRYAN GRIMES WILLIAMS HOUSE - 1928
221 EAST LANE STREET/SIGNIFICANT

This elegant, well kept Georgian Revival style mansion seems
to be a culmination of this style of architecture in the Blount
Street area. The symmetrical front facade is dominated by a .two
story front porch that is supported by four massive, wooden, fluted
Doric columns. The carving around the tops of the columns is
especially fine and appears to be a flat, classical acanthus leaf
pattern with a band of carved rosettes around the tops of the
columns. The second story porch is surrounded by a wrought iron
balustrade. The centrally located front entrance is flanked by
two fluted, wooded pilasters and is surmounted by a lintel of
classical simplicity with a Georgian style decorative separated
pediment. The roof is a very shallow gable covered with shingles
and makes the pedimented front porch appear to be more massive
than it actually is. The house is currently owned by the State
of North Carolina and is used as an apartment.

A WORD ABOUT THE 200 BLOCK OF LANE STREET

The 200 block of Lane Street is important to the proposed
Blount Street Historic District as it presents a streetscape
that faces south onto the Executive Mansion and leads east into
the Oakwood Historic District. By maintaining the residential
look of this block, although the buildings are being used
adaptively, architectural continuity is maintained for a view
from the Executive Mansion, and buffer to the residential Oakwood
District.
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HAWKINS-HARTNESS HOUSE - 1885
310 NORTH BLOUNT STREET/NATIONAL REGISTER/RALEIGH HISTORIC SITE

This house was built by mistake by Dr. William J. Hawkins
for his brother, Dr. Alexander B. Hawkins and his wife, Martha
Bailey Hawkins while the couple was vacationing in Florida.

Mrs. Hawkins had fallen in love with and purchased the Bryan
house that had been located on the same lot and had asked William
to restore the house during their absence. He, rather than re-
storing the house, had it moved to the corner of Tarboro Road

and Hawkins Street and built this flamboyant Victorian brick
mansion that he deisgned himself. He spared no effort to create
a mansion of solid durability and comfort so fancied by Victorians
and went so far as to send for a cabinet maker from Philidelphia
who made solid wood trim for the interiors from mahogany, walnut
and pine, as well as solid walnut casings for the bathtubs and
lavatories, all polished and rubbed with olive oil. To the rear
of the house was a 6,000 gallon cistern with a windmill which
pumped water to a storage tank on the attic and supplied this,

as well as the Governor's Mansion to the south, with water. The
front facade of the mansion features a flared gabled roof tower
in the center bay and a projecting five-sided right bay with
three dormers in its roof. Pressed brick was used through the
facade and all the elements are related into an exciting compo-
sition of roofs, chimenys, dormers, gables and the tower.

Mrs. Hawkins was probably a little irritated upon returning from
Florida and finding this house in the place of her beloved Bryan
House, but she made the best of things and "softened" the brick
facade's severity by adding a 92 foot Eastlake porch around the
front of the house which is somewhat out of scale with the rest
of the house, but certainly adds livibility in Southern climantes.
Upon the death of Dr. Hawkins, the house was sold to Mr. Will
Erwin of Durham and in 1928 was the home of James A. Hartness,
Secretary of State between 19292 and 1931. This mansion is cur-
rently being used as office space by the State of North Carolina.
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ANDREWS-LONDON HOUSE - 1924
302 NORTH BLOUNT STREET/RALEIGH HISTORIC SITE

This house was built for Graham Andrews in the Georgian

Revival style that was popular in the 300 block of Blount Street

and the 200 block of Lane Street. This red brick mansion
features a symmetrical front facade with a central front entry-
way that is flanked by two fluted Doric columns and four fluted
Doric pilasters. These members are supporting a heavily carved
classically inspired pedimented roof over the entry door that
is surmounted by an arched fanlight and flanked by sidelights.
The fanlight is divided by wooden tracery into a decorative
arched pattern and the sidelights are divided into square
panes. Directly above the front entryway on the second story
is an arched decorative window that appears to be inspired by
the Palladian style of architecture, and is flanked on either
gside by three windows with dark green louvered shutters. The
first story entryway is flanked by two windows on either side
with solid wooden shutters also painted dark green. All of
the windows in the front facade of the house have stone sills
and stone keystones. The porch on the south side of the house
is supported by four Doric columns surmounted by a carved
triglyph that matches a carved cornice board under the eaves

of the gabled roof, Two rectangular paned French doors open
onto the south porch. This house is currently being renovated
by the State of North Carolina for use as a North Carolina
Visitors Center.
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HECK-ANDREWS HOUSE - 1870
309 NORTH BLOUNT STREET/NATIONAL REGISTER/RALEIGH HISTORIC SITE

One of the finest surviving Victorian mansions in Raleigh,
this Second Empire style mansion was one of the first big houses
to be built in Raleigh following the Civil War. It was designed
by architect G. S. Appleget for Mrs. Mattie Heck, wife of
Lt. Col. Jonathan McGee Heck. Appleget designed the house in the
Second Empire style with a central tower capped with a convex
mansard roof surmounted by a balustrade. The main section of the
house is covered with a concave slate mansard roof with pedimented
dormers placed at regular intervals.: The slate of the mansard
roofs 1s patterned with pieces cut in half round shapes and
rectangular shapes. The symmetrical facade features windows and
doors surrounded by elegantly carved woodwork that is repeated
throughout the entire house. One story bays on the north and
south sides of the house feature woodwork that is repeated in the
front porch that extends the full length of the first story. The
roof of the front porch is supported by heavily carved columns
placed in a complex but symmetrical arrangement across the length
of the porch.

Jonathan Heck had been a Lt. Col. in the Confederate Army,
and after apparently being captured and paroled, he and his wife
came to Raleigh where he had an interest in the North State
Ironworks. He also engaged in various other business ventures
and the War's end found him wealthy enough to build this mansion.
In 1916 Mattie Heck Boushall sold the mansion to Mr. A. B.
Andrews, a Raleigh lawyer and a son of Mr. Andrews of the
Southern Railroad who built the Andrews/Duncan House next door
at 407 North Blount Street. In 1948 the house was purchased
by Julia Russell and is now owned by her daughter, Gladys R.
Perry.
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ANDREW-DUNCAN HOUSE - 1873
407 NORTH BLOUNT STREET/NATIONAL REGISTER/RALEIGH HISTORIC SITE

This white, two story Italianate mansion was built by
Mr. Alexander B. Andrews, the first Vice-President of the Southern
Railroad. He came to Raleigh after serving in the Confederate
Army as a Captain in the calvary and built this mansion soon
after he arrived.?*

The front of the house is symmetrical and is topped by a
shingled, gabled roof. Under the eaves of the roof all the way
around the house are especially fine  carved brackets, rounded
in shape, and placed at regular intervals. The windows and
doors throughout the house have carved wooden surrounds that
echo the carving in the posts supporting the hipped-roofed front
porch. The porch columns are placed in pairs at regular
intervals, and the front entrance is a double door of decorated
panels and etched glass, surmounted by an arched fanlight.

In 1919, Mrs. Laura Duncan Pearson bought the house from
the Andrews Estate. It is currently owned and maintained by the
North Carolina State Government. In the yard on the south side
of the house stands the "Henry Clay Oak", estimated to be 500
years old. When Henry Clay was visiting Raleigh as a Whig
candidate for President in April of 1844, it is said that
he sat under this tree and wrote his famous "Texas Question"
letter that is thought to have lost him the Presidency to James K.
Polk. It was during the debate on this issue that Clay was
reported to have said "I would rather be right than President."

*Mr. Andrews was a career railroad man, having started
at the age of 18 in South Carolina. He was elected superintendent
of the Raleigh and Gaston Railroad in 1869 and later became
president of several smaller railroads. He became first vice
president of the Southern Railroad in 1895 and held this position
until his death in 1915. He was a solid and influential citizen
in Raleigh and when he died Raleigh stores closed during the
funeral hours.
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HIGGS-COBLE-HELMS HOUSE - 1882
417 NORTH BLOUNT STREET/RALEIGH HISTORIC SITE

This two story white clapboard house features an asymmetrical
composition typical to the Queen Anne style of Victorian
architecture. It also features the only tin roof on any house
on Blount Street. The roof of the left bay of the house is
gabled at right angles to the rest of the house and features a
carved, decorative bargeboards and a pointed finial. The second
story windows of the bay are capped by pedimented surrounds which
are supported by carved brackets that are echoed throughout the
rest of the house. There is a three-sided bay on the first
story to the left of the entrance that is somewhat Italianate
in character and is decorated with hanging brackets. There is
what appears to be a later one story addition to the left of
this bay. The center bay of the house features a one story
front porch decorated with flat, open sawnwork trim and supported
by square chamfered wooden posts. The porch is surrounded by
a carved balustrade on the first story and a balustrade of plain
wooden uprights on the second story. The double front door is
arched with a carved arched surround and has etched glass windows
in the upper halves. To the right of the front porch on the
side of the house is a one story, three sided bay that repeats
the bay on the front of the house.

The Higgs family is mentioned in the reminiscences of
Mrs. Marshall Delancey Haywood as being a "very interesting
family." Miss Mattie Higgs taught music in a little servants
house in the back yard of this house, which she had turned into
a music studio. One of the sons of the family married Lucy
Hawkins, the daughter of William Hawkins who built the Hawkins-
Hartness mansion across the street. The house, recently purchased
by the State of North Carolina, is vacant.
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NORRIS-HEARTT HOUSE - 1879
421 NORTH BLOUNT STREET/SIGNIFICANT

This two story white clapboard house is reminiscent of the
Southern Colonial style of architecture with its two story front
porch extending the full length of the front facade. The porch ‘
is supported by six square wooden pillars arranged in pairs on
either end of the porch and two flanking the front entry. The
front porch is surmounted by a balustrade of plain wooden uprights
and a gable placed front-on to the facade of the house which is
set back evenly with the house wall. The main section of the
house is covered with a gabled, shingled roof. The centrally
placed front door is surrounded by decorative carving and set
with double front doors that are heavily carved on the lower
half and filled with etched glass in the upper half. Above the
doors is a glass fanlight with two carved brackets on either side
of it. One story bays on either side (north and south) of the
front facade echo the carving and brackets on the facade of the
house. The north bay is a screened-in porch and the south bay
has been filled in with clapboard siding. The six-over-six windows
have green shutters on the front facade.

This large house was built by Mr. M. T. "Tice" Norris to house his
large family. Mr. Norris owned a retail store on Wilmington Street
and Mrs. Marshall Delancey Haywood remembers the girls as being
"very graceful dancers, very popular with the boys". The house

is currently owned by the State and is used as an office for the
State Bureau of Investigation.
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LEE HOUSE - 1901
422 NORTH BLOUNT STREET/RALEIGH HISTORIC SITE

This rambling white clapboard mansion was built for Mr. Paul
Lee and exhibits many details and characteristics of the Neo-
classical Revival movement. The hipped, shingled roof slopes away
from the front of the house and is intersected at right angles by
gabled, two story bays on the north and south sides of the house.
The wrap-around front verandah is supported by Ionic columns set
on brick posts and surrounded by a cornice decorated with dentil
moulding that is repeated in the eaves. The front door is a
carved panel on the lower half and an etched glass window in the
upper half and is surrounded by carved Doric pilisters that
separate the sidelights from the door. The entrance is surmounted
by a fanlight with wooden tracery and above this is more classically
inspired carving ending a pedimented top. To the left of the front
door on the first story is a three sided bay with a large window
in each side, and to the right of the front door is a decorative
leaded glass window set high in the wall. The second story features
square decoratively carved corner posts and five windows placed at
regular intervals. There is a centrally placed dormer with a three
section window in the roof. The center section of this window is
arched and filled with wooden decorative tracery, and is flanked
by two smaller, rectangular windows. The house is currently owned
- by the State of North Carolina and is being used as an office.
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COWPER-KEEBLE HOUSE - 1880
501 NORTH BLOUNT STREET/SIGNIFICANT

This two story Queen Anne style house was originally built
as the Second Presbyterian Church and was remodeled into a
residence by Mr. and Mrs. B. G. Cowper who wanted to move into
town from their farm out at Five points. The house is the typical
asymmetrical composition of the Queen Anne style, and its most
noticeable feature is a pointed round tower on the south side of
the front entrance. There is a wrap=-around front porch on either
side of the front entrance that is decorated with especially fine
openwork trim and sawnwork carving. The front porch posts are
carved and turned and the plain upright balustrade is capped by a
rail with circular openwork all the way around the porch. The
windows on the first and second stories are set with green louvered
shutters and the house is constructed with white painted clapboard.
It is currently privately owned and is divided into apartments.
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BAILEY-GALLANT HOUSE - 1898
507 NORTH BLOUNT STREET/SIGNIFICANT

This one story clapboard house was apparently remodeled in
the Federal or Georgian style that was beginning to become popular
in the early 1900's. The front facade of the house is symmetrical
in composition and features a central front door surrounded by
fluted pilasters which are supporting a classically decorative
lintel. Directly above the front door is a transom light that is
filled with decorative arches. The front door and the transom
light are surmounted by classically inspired carved wood that
separates them from the pilisters and the lintel. The gabled
roof is covered with half round slates and has three dormers placed
at regular intervals and two brick chimneys on the inside of the
house at either end. The house was occupied by a Mr. and Mrs. C. T.
Bailey, Jr. of the larger family of Baileys along Blount Street.
His father was Editor of the Biblical Recorder and his brother
was the U. S. Senator, Josiah W. Bailey who also lived on Blount
Street. It is privately owned and being restored by Mrs. Sallie
Gallant who is C. T. Bailey's niece.




LEWIS-SMITH HOUSE - 1855
517 NORTH BLOUNT STREET/NATIONAL REGISTER/RALEIGH HISTORIC SITE

The elegant Greek Revival style mansion is one of the few of
its style remaining in Raleigh. It was built by Dr. Augustus
Lewis shortly after he bought the property in 1853. At that time
the house was centered in extensive grounds to the north of the
State Capitol building, on Wilmington Street. Dr. Lewis, who was
the Wake County delegate to the General Assembly 1854 to 1856,
built this mansion in the mode of his time and was faithful to the
classical Greek orders in the front entryway of the mansion. The
two story front porch is supported by Doric columns on the first
story and these are topped by an entablature frieze of triglyghs,
an undecorated metope, and a cornice. The second story is
supported by Ionic columns holding up a cornice with plain brackets.
The front porch is pedimented and covered with a tin and wood roof,
and the main part of the house is covered with a slate hipped roof.
The facade of the house is symmetrical in composition, and the
central double front door is surrounded by simple classical
woodwork that is repeated around the windows of the house.

Around 1900 one story five-sided bays were added to the north and
south ends of the house.

In 1912 the house became the home of Dr. Charles Lee Smith
who was an important educator and publisher throughout the State.
He collected rare books and works of art and donated a large part
of his collection to Wake Forest University. When the mansion
was threatened with demolition by the construction of the State
Government Mall, it was moved from its site at 515 North
Wilmington Street to its present location on Blount Street. The
mansion is owned by the State and occupied by the widow of
Dr. Smith who has life tenancy.
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PEACE COLLEGE - MAIN BUILDING - 1861
PEACE COLLEGE CAMPUS/NATIONAL REGISTER/RALEIGH HISTORIC SITE

The original financing for the construction of this massive
Greek Revival style building to house a Presbyterian Seminary
for young ladies was made possible by an elderly batchelor and
Raleigh merchant, William Peace. He donated $10,000 and eight
acres of land to a subscription fund conducted by the Reverend
Joseph M. Atkinson, Minister to the Presbyterian Church of
Raleigh. Other donations brought the fund up to $20,000, and
construction of this building began in 1858. .

The four story brick building features a front (south)
facade that is dominated by four massive masonry Doric columns
resting on brick piers that are one story high and supporting
a pedimented porch roof. A flat, sawn work balustrade runs
around a porch on each of the three stories above the ground
level, creating a light accent against the massive facade. The
main building is covered with a gabled roof, and there are four
windows on either side of the porch on all four stories, each
with a six-over-six pane divisions.

The building was almost ready for classes in 1861, but
the Civil War intervened and the school was not opened. In May
of 1862, Dr. Thomas Hill was sent to Raleigh to establish a
military hospital and eventually chose this building for his
purpose. Thomas Briggs, the contractor, was employed to complete
the building which needed floors and windows. There was no glass
available, so the window frames were covered with white, painted
domestic (fabric).

Following the Union occupation of Raleigh and the end of
the war, the building was used as the headquarters of the
Freedman's Bureau. This operation was dissolved in 1869, and
in 1872 the building was opened as a private school under the
direction of Reverend Robert Burwell. Reverend Burwell ran the
school until 1890 and from 1890 until 1907 James Dinwiddie
directed the school and developed a more modern curriculum.

In 1907 the school was purchased by the First Presbyterian

Church of Raleigh and continued to grow gradually. During

the 1950's the school faced financial difficulties and eventually
came under the directorship of the Board of Trustees of Peace
College of Raleigh, Inc.




500 BLOCK OF BLOUNT STREET - EAST SIDE

This block of Blount Street developed from 1880 through 1900. The
remaining houses exhibit characteristics typical to this Victorian period.
The McKimmon-Taylor-Butler-West House (512 North Blount Street), built
1881, 1s a white clapboard Queen Anne style house with a gabled roof.
Mrs. Charlie McKimmon helped establish the Home Demostration Program in
North Carolina and worked with it until her death. It is two stories
and features an asymmetrical composition with a right-hand two story
gabled bay intersecting the main roof at right angles, and a one story
porch to the left of the bay that is supported by two Doric columns. The i
front facade window arrangement is asymmetrical and each window has a
carved surround with a pedimented top. The Brogden-Dorminy-Brooks House
(516 North Blount Street), built 1893, is a symmetrical Neoclassical Revival
house that was originally faced with clapboard over which a brick facade
was placed. The roof is a simple gable and the front facade has a central-
ly placed, mounted by a glass transom and flanked by sidelights divided into
rectangular panes with wooden tracery. This house and the McKimmon-Taylor-
Butler-West House to the south are privately owned and are being used as
apartments. To the north of the Dorminy-Broocks House at 530 North Blount
Street is the Gray-Fish-Richardson House, built in 1881. Frances Patton,
the author is a granddaughter of the Gray's and she lived here. It features
an Italinate influence with its especially interesting bracket work on a
one story bay window to the right of the front entrance and an identical
bay on the south side of the house. The composition of the front facade is
asymmetrical with a gable roof on the main part of the house and a gable inter-
secting it at right angles at the second story above the right front bay.
This front gable is accented with a carved bargeboard. This house was recent-
ly purchased by the State of North Carolina and although it is in need of re-
pair, it is a very fine example of Victorian architecture. The last house in
this block is the Russ-Edwards House at 540 North Blount Street, on the corner
of Blount and Peace Streets. Built in 1901, this large, rambling Queen Anne
style two story house features a wrap-around one story front verandah sup-
ported by Doric columns and surrounded by a balustrade with plain wooden
uprights. The front door is surmounted by a leaded glass transom with match-
ing sidelights. It is currently privately owned and is operated as a rooming
house.

Related to the 500 block of Blount Street on the east side are the first
four houses on the 200 block of Peace Street. These are 209 and 211 on the
north side and 210 and 214 on the south side. They appear to have been built
around the turn-of-the century and should be included in the proposed Historic
District as a buffer between Blount Street and the commercial area of Person
Street. Although Peace Street is the only major east-west street in this area,
these four houses could be useful and attractive assets to the Historic District
in spite of the heavy traffic volumns they face.
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600 BLOCK OF BLOUNT STREET - WEST SIDE

Some of the residents of this block of Blount Street refer to it as
the "new'" part of Blount Street. Most of the houses were built in the
early years of the Twentieth Century before World War I. The first four
houses on the west side of the street form a nice grouping of Vietorian-
or Queen Anmne style houses, beginning at the corner of Blount and Peace
Streets and moving north on Blount Street. Related to these four, in
style and character is 111 Peace Street which is on the left side of.
Blount Street, listed as the Harp-McClenegan House, well before 1900.
The garden of this house once included the entire 600 block of Blount
Street. It is the bracketed Victorian style, and features especially
fine brackets on the one story front porch that are repeated under the
eaves of the second story gabled roof. 603, 605, 607 and 615 North Blount
Street are a well-releated group of Queen Anne style houses featuring
many individual and interesting characteristics of Victorian architecture.
The Yancey House, built in 1900, by or for the Harps' daughter, Mrs. Yancey;
is a asymmetrical white clapboard building two stories high, with a hipped
roof and a gable intersecting it in right angles to the left of the front
entrance, There is a one story wrap-around verandah across the front facade.
This house is owned by Peace College and is used as a boarding house for
Railroad employees stopping in Raleigh. The Royster-Dewar-Mitchell House
at 605 North Blount Street was built circa 1905 by Mrs. Yancey for rental,
in a more complicated asymmetrical arrangement of roof gables and a square,
pointed tower. The one story front verandah is supported by carved wooden
uprights and decorated with flat sawnwork carving. It may have been inspired
by the two story Marshall-Richardson House next door at 607 North Blount
Street. Built in 1900, the asymmetrical composition is elivened with an
overhanging gabled bay intersecting into a hipped roof to the left of the
main entrance. There is an exceptionally interesting wooden texture pat-
tern applied to the siding of this gable. To the right of the main entrance
is a second story oriel window with another gabled roof. The one story
verandah extends the full length of the front facade and is supported by
chamfered' porch posts. The entire facade is decorated with sawnwork carving
and trim, making it one of the most interesting examples of the mature Queen
Anne style houses in this section of Blount Street. The Burton House at
615 North Blount Street completes this grouping. It is a two story Queen
Anne style house whose dominate feature is a Gothic inspired two story shingled
tower to the right of the front entrance. Built in 1912, it is probably one
of the last examples of Gothic inspiration in Victorian architecture. The
main part of the house has a gabled roof and the tower is balanced on the left
of the front entrance with a two story gabled bay intersecting the main roof
at right angles. It has been rehabilitated by Peace College and is being used
as a dormitory. The Burton daughter, Mary, taught for years at Murphy School,
giving these children on Blount Street their basic A,B,C's.

The Joyner House at 621 North Blount Street is one of the last houses built
in this area, dating from 1925. It is a red brick one story cottage with a
very steep shingled, gabled roof. The front facade is dominated by a large
brick chimney to the right of the front porch which ends in a double chimney.
The deep wrap-around porch is supported by brick pillars and the entire feeling
of the house is that it was lifted out of a pattern book of English country
' cottages.




600 BLOCK OF BLOUNT STREET - EAST SIDE

This side of the 600 block of Blount Street is lined with substantial
turn-of-the century houses that present a unified streetscape. The King-
Durham-Herring House on the east corner of Blount and Peace Streets is a
typical Queen Anne style two story house built in 1898. It features a
symmetrical composition with a one story front porch supported by Doric
columns, The Sprague-Smith House built in 1911 at 606 Blount Street has
a symmetrical front facade that has been shingled. Paul Smith was a
City Judge. The one story front verandah is supported by four Doric
columns. The earlier Barbee-Miller House built in 1901 next door at 612
North Blount Street exhibits more Queen Anne characteristics with its
asymmetrical composition accented by a sloping front verandah roof covered
with red tiles. The verandah 1s supported by Ionic columns set on brick
posts and surrounded by a balustrade of carved uprights., The clapboarded '
house is covered by a gabled roof with a gabled bay to the right of the
front entrance intersecting it at right angles. To the rear of the house
is the Leonidas Polk House (c. 1873) which was moved here when it was
threatened with demolition on it's original site on Person Street., Mrs.
Miller, it is interesting to note, worked for Colonel Andrews and the
Southern Railroad.

The Strong Housge at 630 North Blount Street was built in 1898 and is a
classic example of the Neoclassical Revival style popular around the turn-
of-the century. The white clapboard two story facade is dominated by a
central two story pedimented front porch supported by four wooden Tonic
columns. This frames a front entrance that is surmounted with a fanlight
and flanked by sidelights and Ionic piliasters. On either side of this
two story porch are one story verandahs extending the full length of the
front facade and supported by alternating Doric and Ionic columns. The
main section of the house is topped by a shallow hipped roof and flanked by
side bays on the north and south ends of the house, R. C. Strong was for
many years Court Reporter for the North Carolina Supreme Court as was his
son, John Moor Strong. Mrs. Strong ran a boarding house where one could
get three good meals a day.

The last house in this group is the Haywood-Holland House (1910) at 634
North Blount Street is an asymmetrical red brick two story house with a
green tiled hipped roof. The one story front verandah is supported by four
heavy brick piers. The front door is placed to the right of the center of the
front facade and is surmounted with a transom divided into rectangular panes
and flanked by matching sidelights. Dr. Hubert Haywood who built this house
was an outstanding physician and was a descendent of the John Haywood family
of Haywood Hall on New Bern Avenue.

The first six houses on Pace Street (three on north and three on south
sides) should be included in the proposed Historic District for the same
reasons as those in the 200 block of Peace Street.
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700 BLOCK OF BLOUNT STREET - WEST SIDE

The 700 block of Blount Street completes the proposed Blount Street
Historic District and is a part of the "new" section of the street.
This block developed around the turn-of-the century through the 1920's
and complements the Blount Street development to the south. The Summers-—
Atkins House (c. 1900) is a typical two story Queen Anne style house that
originally was faced with clapboard but has been covered with aesbestos
siding. It is very similar in composition to the Godwin-Dewar House (c. 1913)
at 711 North Blount Street. This house was built by the Pullens as the
parsonage for the original Pullen Memorial Church at the corner of Fayette-
ville and South Streets, (the church having been built for the poor people
of Raleigh). The W. E. Dewars purchased this house in 1919 from the
Pullens and members of the Dewar family lived here until the 1960's. This
house has a hipped roof over the main part of the house with a gable roofed
bay to the left of the front entrance that intersects with another gable on
the north side of the house. A one story verandah extends from the left
front bay around to the south side of the house and is supported by slender
Doric columns, surrounded by a plain wooden upright balustrade. The front
door of the house is to the right of the center of the front facade and is
paneled in the lower half with a window in the upper half. It is surmounted
by a plain glass transom and flanked by sidelights of wood and glass in the
same proportions as the door. The Manning House (c. 1913) is a large red
brick symmetrical two story house with a gabled roof. There are three dor-
mers placed at regular intervals across the front facade of the roof. A
verandah extends across the front facade and around to the south side, sup-
ported by square, fluted pilliars. The north and south sides of the house
are extended by large two story bays and the front door is accented by a
transom and sidelights. Judge Manning served on the North Carolina Supreme
Court and also as the State's Attorney General.

The last house of this grouping, the Drake-Burr-Lane House (c. 1900) at
717 North Blount Street has undergone extensive alteration. It is a two story
house with a hipped roof and a one story verandah supported by four large
Doric columns painted black. There is evidence that the house was original-
ly covered with narrow clapboard, but this has been covered with wide com-
position siding painted yellow. The original windows have been replaced with
small, horizontally divided, aluminum sashed windows.




700 BLOCK OF BLOUNT STREET - EAST SIDE

The Thurmond-Robertson House at 702 Blount Street (c. 1911) is a
comfortable white clapboard two story Queen Anne style house. According
to the City Directory 1911 a Mr. Stone lived here, but it was the
Thurmonds who bought the house and added to it making it the substantial
house it is, The one story verandah extends around to the south side of
the house and is enlivened by sawnwork trim on plain wooden uprights.

The front entrance is placed to the right of the center of the front
facade and features a double front door with patterned wooden panels
placed under glass windows. All of the windows are set with green louver-
ed wooden shutters. Next door at 724 North Blount Street is the Simpkins-
Glen House built around 1890. Here again, the Simpkins added to what was
a smaller house. This is a one story Victorian cottage with an asymmetri-
cal composition covered with flush siding. It has a gabled roof over the
main part of the house with a gabled bay to the right of the front entrance.
The front verandah begins at this bay and continues around the south side
of the house. The double front door is wooden panels with glass windows
and is surmounted by a glass transom. The house is privately owned and
run-down, but there are plans to restore it.

The King-London House (c. 1898) at 726 North Blount Street is a restored
one story clapboard Victorian cottage painted blue with white trim. It is
an asymmetrical composition. There is a gabled bay to the right of the front
entrance which intersects the main gabled roof at right angles. The double
front doors are wooden panels with glass windows; surmounted by a small gabled
stoop, and to the left of this is a large multi-paned window. The City
Directory of 1899/1900 lists J. L. King as the accupant. However it was Bob
Winston, son of Judge Winston who bought the house, remodeled it and sold it
to Mrs. John London.

The Castleberry-Hunter-Connor House at 728 North Blount Street is thought
to have been built around 1900, It is a one story cottage faced with clap-
board and covered with a gabled roof. The symmetrical composition is em-
phasized by a dormer placed in the front of the roof over the front entrance.
The deep front porch is supported by two large stuccoed rectangular pillars
that were probably added to the house at a later date.

At the corner of North Blount and Franklin Streets is the General John
B. Metts House built around 1900. It is a two story red brick Georgian Revival
house that faces Franklin Street with a one story porch supported by four Doric
columns facing Blount Street. The front facade is symmetrical with a front
door flanked by fluted Doric columns supporting an arched roof with carved
dentils. Semi-circular steps flare out on either side of the front entry and
are punctuated by a wrought-iron balustrade.

Related to this block of Blount Street are four 1920's style bungalows
in the 200 block of Franklin Street. They form a logical northern boundary
to the proposed Blount Street Historic District and buffer it from the Person
Street commercial area.
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