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Still, in 1989, there were more reported hate crimes against LGBTQIA+ people in North
Carolina than in any other U.S. state.

Safe spaces, of all kinds, remained important. In 1983, the Mousetrap closed, and a new bar
opened in the space, Glenwood Park. Rev. Wanda Floyd, a former pastor of St. John's MCC,
recalls that women predominantly hung out at Glenwood Park. If men showed up there, they
tended to be with a lesbian friend. Floyd didn't comment on the racial mix in Glenwood Park
particularly, but she did note that Black lesbian and gay people in Raleigh generally gathered
in each other's homes rather than in bars or clubs. “"House parties, | mean definitely within
the African American gay and lesbian community we would go to people's houses and have
parties as opposed to going out sometimes to the bars.” Floyd mentioned that, with rare
exceptions, she found a lot of the bars still predominantly white in the 1990s and that she
did not necessarily feel comfortable there. "You know, you get looked at, no one really talked
to you, and so we had to find our own private spaces to go and if we found each other it
was by the luck of the draw, really....And eventually somehow or another you find somebody
who knew somebody who knew somebody who knew somebody and got invited to a house
party somewhere."” A 1981 letter to the editor of The Front Page accused Capital Corral

of discrimination against both Black gay men as well as against lesbians generally. “Of
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Raleigh's first Gay Pride March on Saturday, June 25, 1988.
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course, any night of the week you may see several of each in the crowd, enough to give the
impression of tolerance.” The letter continued more generally that “many gay bars in the
state discriminate against transvestites (except on Halloween.)""?®

Gay Club expanded its potlucks to community Pride picnics at local parks in the 1980s.
The Dorothea Dix Activity Center on Midpines Road, the picnic area at William B. Umstead
State Park at 8801 Glenwood Ave., and Pullen Park at 520 Ashe Ave. were all locations for
the picnics.”? Groups planning the 1985 Pride picnic at Umstead State Park, the 5™ annual
event, welcomed "all lesbian and gay individuals, organizations, and businesses" to the park
to celebrate Pride Week in an advertisement in The Front Page.?°°

The Front Page, throughout the decade, provided crucial information to the LGBTQIA+
communities, helping people connect and find community but also by covering politics,
health, finances, and even gay rights history. The publication also provided an excellent
outlet for advertising directly to gay and lesbian people and for disseminating news relevant
to the LGBTQIA+ communities without worrying about the gaze of the wider Raleigh
population. Bars, gay-friendly travel locations, adult bookstores, social groups, and Pride
event organizers commonly advertised in the paper. The local chapter of Black and White
Men Together, a national organization, announced its chapter's revival in 1989 in the paper.
The group was “committed to fostering an environment supportive of those for whom an
interracial relationship is appealing...[and] to encourage an atmosphere wherein cultural and
racial barriers can be overcome to the betterment of the gay community and society as

a whole."?°" An adult bookstore, Bachelors Books & Movies at 3411 S. Wilmington St. took
out a large advertisement in 1982 to announce its opening.?°? The Camera's Eye at 1433

S. Wilmington St. and Chateaux Il at 1210 Downtown Blvd. (now Capital Blvd.) were also
popular adult bookstores in the gay community in the 1980s.

Properties Mentioned in the 1980s: Politics and Pushback, Advocacy and AIDS

Appendix B contains the complete list of identified LGBTQIA+ places for reference.

Place Name Historic Address BT UEETE .

Use Associated
Glenwood Park 1622 Glenwood Ave. Bar 1980s
Raleigh HIV/AIDS Support 109 N. Boylan Ave. Meeting 1987-1992
Group place

198 “Racial Discrimination in N.C. gay bars,” The Front Page, April 1, 1981.

199 Pilkington interview.

200 "An Open Invitation..." The Front page, June 18, 1985.

201 "Black & White Men Together Revive,"” The Front Page, April 4, 1989.

202 "We're Here Raleigh," The Front Page, May 1, 1982.



Historic Years

Place Name Historic Address

Use Associated
Wrenn House 605 North St. Shelter 1980s5-1990s
Oakwood Inn 411 N. Bloodworth St. B&B 1980s
Pullen Park 520 Ashe Ave. Park 1980s
City Council Chambers, .
Raleigh Municipal Building 222 W. Hargett St. City Hall 1988
Pullen Memorial Baptist 1801 Hillsborough St. Church 1980s, 1990s
Church
et Lnieee Mehoeiss 2501 Clark Ave. Church 1980s
Church
\F/>\;|rl:(|am B. Umstead State 8801 Glenwood Ave. Recreation 1980s
. I Adult
Bachelors Books & Movies 3411 S. Wilmington St. 1980s
Bookstore
, - Adult
Camera's Eye 1433 S. Wilmington St. Bookstore 1980s
1210 Downtown Blvd. Adult
Cliizemipe . (now Capital Blvd.) Bookstore e

The 1990s: Advocacy Continues

In the fall of 1990, the News & Observer reported that the AIDS rate in the Raleigh-Durham
area had doubled in the past year. Since the start of the epidemic, over 1,500 people in

the state had contracted AIDS and over half had died. The N.C. AIDS Service Coalition,
established in the 1980s, lobbied for legislation to improve case management for AIDS
patients, to fight against discrimination, and for anonymous testing.2°® With the rise in AIDS
cases, and deaths, in North Carolina, there was also an increase in the number of caregiving,
fundraising, and policymaking organizations to help deal with the epidemic. Groups creating
community also formed.

Hustead House, a group home for people with HIV/AIDS, opened in 1990 at 3104 Orton PI.,
among the ranch houses of the Meredith Woods neighborhood—and amid objections from
some neighbors. Some neighborhood residents filed suit to stop the project but ultimately
lost all legal challenges to the group home's licensure.?®* The Wake County AIDS Service
Agency (now the Alliance for AIDS Services NC) operated the house, which was named

203 "AIDS: 24 hours on the front line," News & Observer, September 16, 1990.

204 "1year later, neighbors both kind, cold to AIDS house,"” News & Observer, August 18, 1991; “Suit against AIDS project
dismissed," News & Observer, July 10, 1990.



for activist and AIDS educator Scott Hustead (1958-1988). It was the first "family care
home" in the state, a licensure that enabled residents to get financial assistance. Residents
must be too ill to work or live on their own to qualify for a space in the house, which could
accommodate up to five people.?°> Other neighbors were very supportive, volunteering their
time to mow the lawn and help out with the household.?°¢

Fundraising events to support AIDS service agencies continued and grew in scope. The Crape
Myrtle Festival originated in this period, after several years of summer parties that evolved
into fundraisers. Organizers established a nonprofit in 1993. Bill Donovan recalls that “the
mantra for the Crape Myrtle Festival is the crape myrtle is a flower that blooms in the most
oppressive of climates, the heat of the southern summer. It really is a reflection of how hard
we've had to work when nobody else wanted to do it..to help people that were sick, and
there were no medicines, and people were angry and didn't like people that were gay, didn't
want to help them."” The organization sponsors a festival every year in the Triangle, at various
locations, hosting parties and educational sessions.2%”

Volunteerism increased during this period. In 1992, Rev. Virginia Going of Triangle Episcopal
Church in Raleigh led Triangle AIDS Interfaith Network, which paired AIDS patients with
teams of volunteers from area churches. Volunteers helped the patients—who may have
been cut off by their families—with errands, cooking and by providing companionship.
Training focused on non-judgmental interactions with clients, and the group "grounded [its
work] in the belief that AIDS is not punishment for sin and that the birthright of all persons
includes dignity and fullness of life." In its first year, the program had enough volunteers
from 10 Triangle-area churches to form a dozen teams. By 1997, 700 volunteers from 60
congregations had cared for people with AIDS.2°8

In 1995, several helping organizations, including RRNGLE, PFLAG, the Gay and Lesbian
Helpline of Wake County at 608 W. Johnson St., and A Safer Place Youth Network (ASPYN,
a support group for LGBTQIA+ teens), banded together and formed the Triangle Community
Works! coalition. Community UCC, continuing its allyship, hosted the coalition, providing
space for offices and a resource center.?°? ASPYN ran a telephone helpline and held meetups
for teens in coffee shops. Call logs show teens were grateful for the helpline because it
provided someone to talk with. Before Gay-Straight Alliance school clubs were established
in the 1990s and prior to accessible information via the internet, teens had few trusted
resources. However, records show that ASPYN struggled to reach a broad cross-section of

205 "AIDS patient group home clears hurdle,” News & Observer, August s, 1990; "Activist Hustead held laughter, bravery dear,"”
News & Observer, March 18, 1990.

206 "1year later, neighbors both kind, cold to AIDS house,"” News & Observer, August 18, 1991.
207 "About Crape Myrtle Festival,” Crape Myrtle Festival website.

208 "Congregations respond to people with AIDS," News & Observer, October 8, 1992; "AIDS: The issue is health,” News &
Observer, April 23, 1997.

209 "Bulletin Board," News & Observer, October 14, 1995; Triangle Community Works records, 1974-2008, David M. Rubenstein Rare
Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University.



Raleigh teens due to limitations of meeting places and lack of access to transportation.?©
In the 1990s, Wrenn House relocated to 908 W. Morgan St., the former location of the
Raleigh Artists’ Community. Run by Haven House of the United Way, Wrenn House provided
temporary shelter and support to the roughly one thousand Wake County teens that ran
away each year in that period. It was not uncommon for LGBTQIA+ teens to be represented
in the runaway cohort.?" In the later 1990s, the United Way worked in conjunction with

the Safe Place program, which designated certain public spaces, like grocery stores, pizza
restaurants, and fire stations, as “Safe Places” with identifiable signage. Youth seeking help
in any of these places would be connected with counselors at Wrenn House, where program
goals were to provide a safe and legal place for teens in crisis and to reunite young people
with their families.?? Wrenn House remains in operation at that address today.?”®* Meanwhile,
the Triangle Community Works! coalition’s goal of establishing a community center was
achieved with the opening of the LGBT Center of Raleigh 2010.2%

LGBTQIA+ teens also created their own community in this period. In the late 1990s through
at least the early 2000s, older teens would congregate in Five Points at Third Place Coffee,
at 1811 Glenwood Ave., and Lilly's Pizza, in the former Office Tavern space at 1813 Glenwood
Ave. Raleigh native Daniel Thomas Abbott recalled that “The internet was in its early days
of emerging as a tool to meet other people, so often meet ups would be centered [at the
Third Place] due to its open environment and younger LGBTQ leaning staff at the time. The
Third Place also had a wide variety of free print media we could access such as The Triangle,
The Front Page, and The Raleigh Hatchet...The Third Place and Lilly's Pizza were places
where many teens were first introduced to socializing with other LGBTQ folks in the Raleigh
area."??®

Throughout the 1980s, panic over AIDS had slowed the pace of gay visibility in the wider
community. A 1992 News & Observer article described a gulf between gay people who

were "out” and those who were not. Mab Segrest, head of the N.C. Coalition for Gay and
Lesbian Equality, told the paper that “There are about 200 people active and keeping things
going in Raleigh, Durham, and Chapel Hill. And then there are about 1,000 that'll come to
marches and things. And there are different grades of out. Some are out at work, some

only at church, some only to friends."?® Professional groups with LGBT memberships, like
Raulston's Lavandula and Labiatae Society, continued to be places for people to socialize and
network in safe communities. The Triangle Business and Professional Guild, which had been
established in the late 1980s by Voorhees, Pilkington, and members of Gay Club of Raleigh,
continued to grow. The group often met at Ballentine's Cafeteria (demolished) in what was

210 "ASPYN: LGBT Adolescence and the Creation of Safe Spaces,” OutHistory website.

211 "Shelter for runaways schedules dedication," News & Observer, March 30, 1996.

212 "Safe Place programs offer area youth confidential help,” News & Observer, December 16, 1999.
213 "Teens can talk about dating,” News & Observer, February 2, 2009.

214 "Our Story," LGBT Center of Raleigh website.
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then known as Cameron Village Shopping Center (now the Village District).?”

In March 1990, local organizers hosted the 15t annual Southeastern Conference for
Lesbians and Gay Men in Raleigh, at the Radisson Plaza Hotel (now a Sheraton Hotel) at
421S. Salisbury St.?®® The conference, first held in Chapel Hill in 1972, had grown to draw
attendees from southern and southeastern states ranging from Texas to West Virginia.
Sharon Worthington of Chapel Hill and Willie Pilkington of Raleigh co-chaired the organizing
committee, and Roy Dicks, also of Raleigh, took on the role of treasurer. During the

summer before the conference, roughly 30 people, many members of Gay Club of Raleigh,
volunteered to help plan events for the conference. The organizing group was cognizant
that getting more people involved could strengthen connections within and activism on
behalf of LGBTQIA+ communities. Fundraising was also essential to a successful conference,
as it could set the stage for future work with seed money. Pilkington noted that bringing
the convention to Raleigh was an important task following the city's passage of the non-
discrimination ordinance. "l wondered, 'How can we show the city council what the gay
community can do?'" Pilkington told The Front Page in 1989, while conference planning was
underway. "How can we show them what they did for us [passing a non-discrimination
ordinance] was worth doing?" Organizers also noted that the city's convention and tourism
staff was very forthcoming with planning assistance. Ultimately, the work was immensely
satisfying.?” Roy Dicks noted that he felt a sense of victory when he “walked in the front
door" to a very public conference.??°

While organizers strove to create a conference with events and resources valuable to the
LGBTQIA+ communities across in southern and southeastern states, they also planned
several features for the wider Raleigh community. There were two days of extensive
informational sessions about AIDS and repeal of sodomy laws, for instance. Speakers
lectured on strategies for repeal and on LGBT history. In contrast, an open-to-the-public
marketplace had space for a hundred vendors, envisioned like a flea market. But most
notable and affecting to the entire community was the display of a large portion of the AIDS
Memorial Quilt. Hundreds of quilt panels, personalized for and dedicated to the memory of
individual people who had died of AIDS, were displayed in the main arena of the Civic Center.
Pilkington, on behalf of the conference, had requested that Raleigh City Council co-sponsor
display of the quilt. On January 16, 1990, council voted to do so and to contribute a third of
the cost of bringing quilt to the city for the conference. The display of the quilt was well-
publicized, with features in The Front Page, The Carolinian, and the News & Observer. The
conference opened with a memorial candlelight vigil, and then the quilt display was opened

217 Information about the Triangle Business and Professional Guild was provided by various community members through online
surveys that were part of this project, including comments on the draft report via the October 2024 LGBTQIA+ Historic
Context Draft Report Survey; Willie Pilkington, email correspondence with the author, July 31, 2024.

218 "Timeline of Queer Raleigh,” Appendix Two: Selected Timeline, in the research files of the City of Raleigh Museum; Willie
Pilkington, October 26, 2024, communication with Raleigh Planning and Development department.

219 "1990 SE Conference Needs Volunteers,” The Front Page, August 15, 1989; “1990 SE Conference Update,” The Front Page,
December ¢, 1988.

220 Cline, 14.



to the public. It was the largest display of sections of the quilt in the U.S. that year.??' At the
time, 679 North Carolinians had died of AIDS.???

Despite the progress represented by the visibility of the conference, when local architect
Les Geller first arrived in Raleigh in 1994, he found the gay community was still “very
underground."?? Bigotry was not uncommon, but gay men and lesbians found more support
from allies in this period. In the spring of 1994 at Enloe Magnet High School at 128 Clarendon
Cres., two students hung anti-gay posters around the building. In response, six students
posted a parody leaflet and distributed it at school. All students were suspended and

the story hit the local press. “We did not really think we were doing anything particularly
groundbreaking...[but people] were shocked that we had stood up to it, and not just let it
slide like it normally happens,” explained student lan Palmquist. Palmquist had come out to a
friend the day before the bigoted posters went up. Among the “Enloe Six," as the responding
students came to be called, only one was openly gay at the time. Palmquist counted

himself as not yet out at school, and the other four were straight. The Enloe Six appealed
their suspension, and it was eventually reversed. Palmquist would continue working as an
advocate for gay rights in North Carolina both in college and as a profession.?*

More businesses catering predominantly to LGBTQIA+ people opened and were becoming
increasingly visible in Raleigh in the 1990s. The gay bookstore White Rabbit Books and
Things opened at 309 W. Martin St. in the Depot Historic District, and operated from 1991-
2010, relocating to 300 W. Hargett St. for a brief period before closing. Jim Baxter of The
Front Page had noticed that the Paper Plant, a used bookstore popular with artists, was
vacating its space and knew that John Neal, owner of a Greensboro gay bookstore, was
toying with starting another location. Neal agreed to open in the spot, offering Baxter both
the building's back room for The Front Page operations and a job managing the bookstore at
the front.??® By the late 1990s, the White Rabbit was a fixture. A 1997 feature in the News &
Observer found that the bookstore played a “central role” in the “snapshot of a city slowly
coming out of the closet.” The warehouse district surrounding the store, including three gay
clubs nearby and the newspaper published out of the back room, was the “the closest thing
Raleigh has to a pink quarter.”??¢

The three clubs included the long-running Capital Corral at 313 W. Hargett St., joined in 1991
by Legends Nightclub at 330 W. Hargett St., and FLEX at 2 S. West St. in 1995. Legends
held weekly drag shows, and in 1996, the club was cited for violating city zoning on the basis

221 "AIDS Memorial Quilt comes to Raleigh Civic Center," The Carolinian, March 15, 1990.

222 "SE Conference Coming Together,"” The Front Page, January 23, 1990; “The Quilt Comes to NC," The Front Page, April 3, 1990;
"The AIDS Quilt," News & Observer, March 18, 1990.

223 "Key Triangle LGBTQ leaders on the meaning of ‘pride,"" News & Observer, June 29, 2022.

224 "Free-speech incident has Raleigh students suspended,” The News & Observer, March 4, 1994; Interview with lan Thomas
Palmquist by Chris McGinnis, 2001, in the Southern Oral History Program Collection, Southern Historical Collection, Wilson
Library, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

225 "White Rabbit Books—a personal reminiscence,” IndyWeek, December 22, 2010.

226 "Run, Rabbit, run,"” News & Observer, April 8, 1997.

52



that the shows classified the club as an adult establishment. Legends sued the City. Nine
of the club’s drag performers took out an advertisement in The Front Page to encourage
attendance at shows and to raise money for the lawsuit. The judge found that the City
improperly classified the entertainment, and Legends won the suit.?”? FLEX opened in the
basement space previously occupied by the Fallout Shelter, a music venue and dance club.
The Fallout Shelter had been a gay-friendly venue, hosting a mixed crowd that included gay
and straight college types, goths, and alternative music fans since the mid-1980s22® A public
comment on one of the online surveys that accompanied this project noted that FLEX “was
a spot for the full spectrum, including drag queens, go-go boys, and leather daddies."?* The
two new bars, like CC, became long-lasting community fixtures with their sponsorship of
fundraisers and community events.?*® Beyond downtown, the hip-hop club Fevers shut down
in favor of a new gay club called Two Snaps Up, housed at 3210 Yonkers Rd. in the same
warehouse space briefly in the mid-1980s occupied by the gay dance club Sensations.?*

Another social outlet for the community centered around sports and recreation, the latter
often sponsored by Gay Club of Raleigh in this period. Pilkington recalls that Gay Club had
long organized pickup volleyball games at the sand courts at Jaycee Park at 2405 Wade

Ave. and “PicNics" at Pullen and Umstead parks. A softball team practiced in Raleigh but
had to travel to Norfolk to play another team with gay players.?*2 Gay Club also sponsored
hikes in William B. Umstead State Park and other parks outside of Raleigh and roller skating
at Sportsworld of Raleigh at 912 Hodges St. The Kings and Queens bowling league began
playing every Thursday night at Capital Lanes (demolished) at 1827 Capital Blvd. in 1990. By
1997, the league was twice as large at “120 or so gay men—plus a few women," according to a
News & Observer feature in that year.?*® The Triangle Sports Alliance formed in this period to
advocate for equal protection of gay and lesbian people within the sporting community. The
UCC on Dixie Trail. provided meeting space for the organization.

St. John's MCC also made itself more visible in this period. In 1994, the congregation
purchased a mid-20* century concrete-block church building and the ca. 1911 house next
door, 805 and 807 Glenwood Ave. (both demolished). The location was in the Glenwood-
Brooklyn Historic District. The modest, front-gabled church building had previously been
home to the First Assembly of God and the Unity Church of Raleigh. The neighborhood had
developed in the early 20t century and remained quite stable through mid-century. In the
third quarter of the century as residents moved out to new suburban developments, the
area experienced a downturn. By the time St. John's purchased the property, however, some

227 "'Drag' shows OK in Raleigh, judge says," News & Observer, November 8, 1996; “Stonewall revisited?", The Front Page, May 24,
1996.

228 "Last dance for The Fallout Shelter,"” News & Observer, December 21, 1994.
229 "FLEX," List of Identified Places notes.

230 "LGBT nightlife in the Triangle," News & Observer, February 4, 2022.

231 “"Rapping up a big reputation,” News & Observer, June 22, 1990.

232 Pilkington interview.

233 “Thursday nights, the Kings and Queens bowl in a league of their own,” News & Observer, May 20, 1997.
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residential re-development of the former Methodist Home property to the north had made
the Glenwood-Brooklyn neighborhood more desirable. Less than a decade after St. John's
moved in, the area was listed in the National Register of Historic Places.?** St. John's MCC
eventually moved to 622 Maywood Ave. and in 2022 to its current location at 4 N. Blount St.

The MCC had a new home and increased community visibility, but it did not have full
acceptance from other Christian denominations. At the same time that St. John's prepared
to move to Glenwood-Brooklyn, the state's seven Metropolitan Community Church
denominations applied for membership in the North Carolina Council of Churches. Through
the council, various denominations could work together on charitable and social justice
causes. MCC was voted in, but not without some opposition and debate. Upon MCC's
acceptance, the state Methodist Conference, the largest denomination in the council,
pledged to withhold all support for the council until the MCC denominations were expelled.
Rev. Jimmy Creech spoke out against this, and the Methodists tactic was unsuccessful.
Council members voted to allow the MCC to remain.?*

Meanwhile, other mainstream Christian churches in the Triangle continued the work initiated
by RRNGLE in the 1980s. In 1990, after hosting conferences for the wider community in the
1980s, Pullen Memorial Baptist Church at 1801 Hillsborough St. began a year-long education
program for its own congregation. The work was at the urging of Pat Long, a church member
who kept her sexuality and her same-sex partner separate from her church, even upon

her partner's death.?*¢ The following year, Rev. Mahan Siler requested that Pullen’s Board

of Deacons work with him to decide whether to officiate at the blessing of a gay couple’s
union within the church. Deacons were divided and agreed to put it to a vote of the whole
congregation.?® The congregation decided by a margin of "nearly 2-1" to allow the union, and
the ceremony took place in March 1992. The Raleigh Baptist Association and the Southern
Baptist Convention removed Pullen from membership for doing so.2*®

According to The Front Page, Rev. Jimmy Creech had performed same-sex unions in the
1980s when he was pastor of Fairmont United Methodist Church at 2501 Clark Ave.?*” Those
ceremonies apparently remained under-the-radar, but by the 1990s, Rev. Creech's officiating
at civil unions for lesbians and gay men drew national attention. In 1998, Creech was
dismissed from his duties at the First United Methodist Church in Omaha, Nebraska, after
performing a union there that ran counter to church guidelines. He returned to Raleigh on a
leave of absence. While in the Triangle, Creech co-officiated at a union service at the United
Church of Chapel Hill for two men. In the interim, church law had changed on the issue,

234 J. Daniel Pezzoni, "Glenwood-Brooklyn Historic District,” National Register of Historic Places Nomination, 2002, NC Listings
in the National Register, NC State Historic Preservation website.

235 Hartman, 113; "Gay church group gaining acceptance,” News & Observer, June 12, 1993.
236 Hartman 30-31.

237 Hartman 31-35.

238 "Gay union gets Pullen's blessing,” News & Observer, March 2, 1992; Hartman, 39-49.

239 "Rev. Creech faces trial," The Front Page, January 30, 1998.
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and Creech was defrocked for performing the service in Chapel Hill. He spoke reproachfully
against the trial and its verdict, stating "l believe the law that prohibits pastors from
celebrating holy unions with gay and lesbian couples is an unjust and immoral law." 24©

Toward the middle of the 1990s, state and federal political actions included disappointing
outcomes for LGBTQIA+ communities. In 1993, after promising on the campaign trail to
repeal the Department of Defense ban on lesbians and gay men serving in the military,
President Bill Clinton codified polite society's long-standing attitude toward gay people with
his “Don't Ask, Don't Tell" policy. Clinton termed it an "honorable compromise" with military
leadership, touting that it would bring an end to the witch hunts that had long targeted
lesbian and gay soldiers. However, the policy stigmatized soldiers who desired or engaged

in same-sex acts or relationships. The strict enforcement of the policy created a toxic fear
for those who served.?* The policy remained in effect until a law repealing it was passed and
signed in 2010 by President Barack Obama. Also in 1993, some North Carolina lawmakers
made an effort to decriminalize consensual anal and oral sex. The bill did not make it out of
the House Judiciary Committee.?*? In a 1994 revision to criminal penalties, a CAN conviction
remained a felony but was reduced to the lowest class of felonies. Some changes were made
to sentencing guidelines as well.43

The political fight for rights continued in Raleigh and throughout the state. Galvanized by
Harvey Gantt's (ultimately unsuccessful) challenge for the U.S. Senate seat of longtime anti-
gay Raleigh politician Jesse Helms, political organizers established NC Pride PAC in 1990. In
1993, Mary Watson Nooe proposed that the City request state enabling legislation to expand
its non-discrimination ordinance. Nooe wanted the ordinance to apply to all employers.

NC Pride PAC representatives attended the council meeting, as did a small group of
protestors.?** NC Pride PAC also organized a substantial postcard campaign to show council
members the level of community support for such a change to the ordinance. Still, the
motion failed. However, financial support the PAC contributed to several successful General
Assembly candidates showed growing political clout, according to a News & Observer
story.?** Toward the end of the decade, NC Pride PAC and the North Carolina Human Rights
Fund merged to form Equality NC, located at 126 E. Hargett St.?*¢ The advocacy group would
have much to do in the first quarter of the 215t century. State and federal laws—as well

as Supreme Court decisions—were addressing marriage equality, military service, gender

240 News & Observer November 17, 1999; “Minister faces second trial for officiating at gay unions" News & Observer November
17, 1999; 2nd Same-Sex Ceremony is Performed by Minister,” New York Times, April 28, 1999; “Pastor defrocked for holding gay
marriage,” New York Times, November 18, 1999; Jimmy Creech, October 25, 2024, email correspondence with Raleigh Planning
and Development department.

241 Faderman, 495-507.

242 "Foes of sodomy bill to try to kill measure,” News & Observer, April 22, 1993.

243 Marc Stein, "North Carolina's Brutal Tradition of Sexual and Gender Discrimination,” History News Network website.

244 "Proposal to protect gay rights silenced,” News & Observer, January 6, 1993.

245 "Gays show political power," News & Observer, March 18, 1993.
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identity, and non-discrimination. These laws and decisions both protected and denied the
civil rights of LGBTQIA+ people.

Properties Mentioned in the 1990s: Advocacy Continues

Appendix B contains the complete List of Identified LGBTQIA+ Places for reference.

Historic . . Years

Pl | q
ace Name Address e e Associated
Chris Weedy & Jimmy
Creech House (also 412 S. Boylan Advocacy/ }
meeting place of Raleigh Ave. Meeting Place 1992-present
HIV/AIDS Support Group)
Hustead House 3104 Orton PI. AIDS Hospice 1990s
Home
Gay and Lesbian Helpline 608 Johnson Helbline 1991-ca. 2007
of Wake County St. P (unverified)
Wrenn House ZSB W. Morgan Shelter 1980s-present
. 421S. Salisbury Hotel &
Radisson Plaza Hotel St Conference Ctr. 1990
Enloe Magnet High School 1521:8 S School/Advocacy 1994
Equality NC 152t" E. Hargett 1990s
White Rabbit Books & .
Things (former Paper SO IR Bookstore 1991-2010
. St.

Plant location)
White Rabbit Books & 300 W.
Things Hargett St. Bookstore 2010s
Legends Nightclub gio W. Hargett Nightclub 1991-present
(former) Flex Nightclub
(formerly the Fallout 2 S. West St. Nightclub 1990s-2020s
Shelter)
Two Snaps Up 3210 Yonkers .
(formerly Sensations) Rd. Migieelvl 1210
Jaycee Park 2405 Wade Park 1990s

Ave.
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Place Name

Historic
Address

Historic Use

Years
Associated

Sportsworld of Raleigh 912 Hodges St. Skating Rink 1980s-1990s
1827 Capital
AMF Capital Lanes Blvd. Bowling alley 1990s
(demolished)
.John's M li
o o etopaltan | gos 807
Glenwood Ave. Church and House 1990s

(MCQ) (first standalone
loc.)

(demolished)

Equality North Carolina

126 E. Hargett
St.

Advocacy Offices

1990s-present
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6 Conclusion

This historic context provides a framework for evaluating properties that reflect the history
of LGBTQIA+ people in Raleigh during most of the 20t century. As such, it is not a complete
or definitive history of the period. As noted above, there is a scarcity of documentation
relating to the topic in general and the lives of people who are non-white, non-binary,
transgender, bisexual, and intersex in particular. However, as properties are nominated for
historic status and recognized and interpreted in other ways, the story of LGBTQIA+ life in
Raleigh will continue to be revealed and celebrated.

6.1 Registration Requirements for Raleigh's LGBTQIA+ Properties

Properties in Raleigh's city limits may be eligible for designation as a Raleigh Historic
Landmark (RHL) if the Raleigh Historic Development Commission (RHDC) finds the property
to be of historical, prehistorical, architectural, archaeological, and/or cultural significance and
to possess integrity of design, setting, workmanship, materials, feeling, and/or association.

Designation follows preparation of a Landmark Designation Report (LDR), which must
include a building description and history, an explanation of the property'’s significance
within its relevant context, and an evaluation of historic integrity. The LGBTQIA+ context
included in this report can be referenced in LDRs for properties claiming significance for
association with Raleigh's LGBTQIA+ history. Additional context will often be needed.

The following registration requirements can be used to help determine whether a property
is significant within the context of Raleigh's LGBTQIA+ history in the 20 century. The
context in this report and these registration requirements should be referenced in a LDR
for a property claiming significance under this context. Properties may be eligible for RHL
designation under this context even if not mentioned in this report.

1. Does the property's period of significance date to the 20th century?

Properties eligible for designation will have a defined "period of significance,”

that period of time that relates to the property’s significant history. An early 20"
century house used in the 1970s for offices providing mental health services to the
LGBTQIA+ community, for instance, will have a period of significance limited to the
years the house was used for that purpose.

This context covers history from the 20* century. Properties connected to an
aspect of LGBTQIA+ history that do not date to the 20t century may still be
eligible for RHL designation, but the designation report would need the particular
historic context for that period of time developed for that property.

2. Does the property retain architectural and historic integrity reflecting
the period of significance?

As noted above, many properties connected to LGBTQIA+ history are older than
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their association with the significant history. These properties are required to
retain architectural and historic integrity from the proposed period of significance
rather than from the original construction date. For instance, Legends Nightclub
(evaluated as part of this project; see Appendix A), was a mid-century commercial
building altered in 1991 to accommodate its new use as a nightclub. Some elements
of the building's original appearance remain and are characteristic of the building's
construction period, such as the exterior brick cladding. Other elements, including
original windows and doors, have been replaced for the new use. However, the
building retains the appearance associated with its significant use as an LGBTQIA+
focused nightclub.

Properties with significance do not need to retain all aspects of integrity to be
eligible for designation as RHLs. While there is no formula for how much integrity
is sufficient to maintain eligibility, the analysis should take into account the rarity
or abundance of properties with the same significance. For instance, research for
this project showed that buildings housing gay bars either do not survive or have
been altered if the business closes or relocates and the building accommodates a
new use. Some loss of integrity of design, materials, and workmanship is common
and can be sustained without a loss of eligibility. If other aspects of integrity are
intact and better examples of properties with the same significance do not exist or
have not been identified, a property with some loss of integrity will still be eligible.
For instance, there have been changes to the windows and entrances of the fagade
at the Capital Corral at 313 W. Hargett St. However, the building does retain the
appearance of an early 20t century commercial building adaptively reused as a
bar/restaurant use. Its setting is also intact, and it has integrity of feeling and
association. However, the buildings housing the Gay and Lesbian Christian Alliance
at N.C. State University and the Power Company nightclub have been substantially
overbuilt or rebuilt. There has been too much change for either building to

have sufficient integrity for eligibility. (See full evaluations in Appendix A and
explanation of aspects of integrity in the report for more information.)

In cases where a building does not retain all seven aspects of integrity, a LDR will
need a strong argument explaining how the remaining integrity is sufficient to
convey historic character. The evaluations in Appendix A for Capital Corral, The
Mousetrap, and Sir Walter Raleigh Hotel can be useful models.

3. Does the property reflect some aspect of LGBTQIA+ history in Raleigh?

Themes explored in this report include pre-liberation, gay liberation, creating
community and social connections, political advocacy, AIDS crisis response, and
Pride. This report gives an early- to mid-20t" century background and a brief
timeline of events in the last quarter of the 20 century to aid in placing a property
within context for evaluation. Properties might alternatively be eligible for their
connections to art, architecture, theater, music, culture, cultural geography, sports,
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education, commerce, and/or significant individuals, among other areas. These are
all important elements of LGBTQIA+ life in Raleigh but unfortunately beyond the
scope of this project. The limitations of this project should not limit the properties
proposed for evaluation as RHLs. Such properties will require more additional
context than those that reflect the themes of this report.

The 20 property evaluations below are preliminary evaluations of possible RHL eligibility
meant for planning purposes. The evaluations are not LDRs. They can, however, be used by
researchers and preparers of LDRs as models for how to apply registration requirements,
evaluate aspects of integrity, and construct eligibility assessments and historic context
associations.

6.2 LGBTQIA+ 20 Site Evaluations

Appendix A contains the full 20 LGBTQIA+ site evaluations for reference.

As a part of the Phase Il project scope, 20 sites in the List of LGBTQIA+ Identified Places
were selected for survey and evaluation. The evaluation describes each property's
significance within Raleigh's LGBTQIA+ historic context. Each evaluation includes a current
photo, map, physical description, summary of LGBTQIA+ historic significance, brief general
history, and an evaluation of the property's historic integrity for potential Local Historic
Landmark designation.

HISTORIC
PLACE NAME ADDRESS EVALUATION RESULT
Androgyny Center, The ,263/2 N Boylan Appears eligible.

Cameron Court Apartments / "Queens
Court”

804 W Hargett
St.

Likely eligible;

more research helpful.

Capital Corral (CC) & Glitter Gulch (+ The
Queen Bee, Capital Leathermen, & 313)

313 W Hargett
St.

Appears eligible.

Community United Church of Christ (+ St.

John's MCC & Triangle Sports Alliance)

814 Dixie Trl.

Appears eligible.

Flex (+ Fallout Shelter)

2 S West St.

Appears eligible.

Gay & Lesbian Helpline of Wake County

608 W Johnson
St.

Likely eligible;

more research helpful.

Hustead House

3104 Orton PI.

Does not appear
eligible due to
integrity loss.
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PLACE NAME

J.C. Raulston House

HISTORIC
ADDRESS

318 E Davie St.

EVALUATION RESULT

Likely eligible;
more research helpful.

Legends

330 W Hargett
St.

Appears eligible.

LGBTQ Pride Center (formerly the NC State
GLBT Center)

2610 Cates Ave.

Does not appear
eligible due to
integrity loss.

Mousetrap, The (+ Glenwood, Glenwood
Park, & 1622)

1622 Glenwood
Ave.

Appears eligible.

Nash Square Park

200 S McDowell
St.

Appears eligible.

Power Company

3141 North Blvd.

Does not appear
eligible due to
integrity loss.

Pullen Memorial Baptist Church

1801 Hillsborough
St.

Appears eligible.

Rialto Theater

1620 Glenwood
Ave.

Eligible, more research
helpful for LGBTQIA+
context.

Sir Walter Raleigh Hotel (Kitty Hawk Tavern
/ Admiral's Galley)

400 Fayetteville
St.

Appears eligible.

Triangle Gay Alliance

412 Kinsey St.

Appears eligible.

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Raleigh
(+ Raleigh Gay Club, PFLAG)

3313 Wade Ave.

Appears eligible.

Women's Culture Collective Coffeehouse loc.

119 Hawthorne
Rd.

Appears eligible.

White Rabbit Books & Things / The Front
Page Newspaper (2) (+ Pink Triangle Tours)

309 W Martin
St.

Appears eligible.

61



6. 3 Established and Proposed Alternative Designation Programs

Established Programs

Properties in Raleigh that have been officially named "historic” carry one or more types of
designation. The federal-level National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) lists individual
properties and districts. The local-level Raleigh Historic Landmark (RHL) program designates
individual properties. The local-level Historic Overlay District (HOD) program designates
districts. Some programs confer financial benefits and/or design review obligations for
owners. The federal NRHP and local RHL/HOD programs have their own registration
requirements. To date, no properties in Raleigh have been designated through these
programs for association with LGBTQIA+ history. Brief outlines of the programs follow.

National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)

The NRHP is the nation's official list of historic properties worthy of preservation. Briefly, to
be eligible for listing in the NRHP, a property must have significance in one of four criteria:
patterns of history, association with an important person, architecture, or archaeology. The
significance may be at the national, statewide, or local level.

The property must also retain architectural or historic integrity. Integrity is “the ability of
a property to convey its significance,” according to the National Park Service (NPS), which
oversees the program. Simply put, properties convey significance when they retain the
appearance they had in the period when the historic event, trend, or association occurred.
This is true whether a place is eligible for architecture, for association with an important
person, or for an historical event or trend. To help make this assessment, NPS recognizes
seven aspects of integrity: location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association.

NPS has extensive guidance on determining eligibility, evaluating integrity, and nominating
properties to the NRHP under the “Publications of the National Register of Historic Places”
page on its website.

Local Raleigh Historic Landmarks (RHL) and Historic Overlay Districts
(HOD)

Raleigh's two local designation programs, authorized under State law, also encourage
preservation. The local designation criteria is similar to that of the NRHP with a focus on
local significance and less stringent requirements for integrity and the age of the property.
By State law, both local historic designation programs require exterior design review through
the Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) process.

To aid in understanding individual properties, previous survey reports on Raleigh's
architectural history provide historic context and registration requirements for various
topics, including kit houses, Modernist architecture, the Method community, and Nash
Square. This report is another volume in that library and can be used to evaluate and
nominate properties for local historic designation when they have an LGBTQIA+ association.
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6. 4 Suggested Alternative
Programs

Given the limitations of the NRHP and RHL/
HOD designation and the desire of the City
of Raleigh to recognize places associated with
LGBTQIA+ history in Raleigh, it is appropriate
to consider additional ways to recognize,
interpret, and celebrate locations, buildings,
and sites for their association with Raleigh's
LGBTQIA+ history.

In 2023, the City's Historic Preservation
Planning unit intern, Courtney Blaskovich,
produced a report to the City suggesting
several alternatives to the established
regulatory designations run by NPS and RHDC.
"By shifting the focus from rigid regulations to
flexible and adaptive strategies,"” Blaskovich
found, various types of non-regulatory
recognition “could provide a pragmatic and
inclusive framework for acknowledging the
importance of these places.”

As part of the public participation aspect

of this project, the Raleigh Planning and
Development department issued a survey
requesting public input on seven alternative
forms of recognition for LGBTQIA+ important
places. The City asked respondents to rank
them. Results follow.

» Historic Markers (overall top vote
getter)

» Digital Mapping (tied for 2n)

» Oral History Program (tied for 2"%)

» Legacy Business Program (tied for 4)
» Heritage Communities (tied for 4t")

» Cultural Districts (tied for 6™)

» Printed Guidebook (tied for 6t")

The National Park Service
(NPS) defines seven aspects
of integrity.

»  LOCATION: The place where the
historic property was constructed
or the place where the historic

event occurred.

» DESIGN: The combination of
elements that create the form,
plan, space, structure, and style of a
property.

»  SETTING: The physical environment
of the historic property, including
topographic features, vegetation,
manmade features (such as
hardscaping or roadways), and
relationships between buildings.

»  MATERIALS: The physical elements
that were combined or deposited
during a particular period of time
and in a particular pattern or
configuration to form a historic
property.

»  WORKMANSHIP: The physical
evidence of the crafts of a
particular culture or people during
any given period in history or
history. That is, the evidence of
artisans' labor and skill, including
vernacular building methods,

finishes, or ornament.

»  FEELING: A property's expression
of the aesthetic or historic sense of
a particular period of time.

»  ASSOCIATION: The direct link
between an important historic
event or person and a historic
property.
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Historic Marker Program

The state and some cities in North Carolina have historic marker programs. Physical signs

in public areas highlight the location of important events or association with a significant
individual. Markers are typically metal, pole-mounted signs. Metal marker signs could also be
affixed to buildings or embedded in sidewalks. The state marker program does not require
that a building associated with the significant trend, event, location, or person retains
integrity or even survives. Rather, the signage marks the location associated with the
significant thing or person. The markers are concrete elements of the landscape and do not
require the public to seek out information. If a marker program was established specifically
to interpret LGBTQIA+ history, a distinct appearance would reinforce the connection among
the markers and illustrate the diversity of spaces within Raleigh that reflect the history.
Such a program could be overseen by RHDC.

Designation considerations: markers should reflect the most representative or impactful
events or people. The space to convey the significance on a marker is limited, so complex
stories will not be easily told. Additionally, too many markers on the landscape could dilute
the effect of the program.

Digital Mapping and Interpretation

Digital mapping programs, such as Arches®, the Raleigh Historic app, and/or ArcGIS

Story Maps, offer platforms both for collecting information from the public as well as

for disseminating information to the public. Arches® is designed specifically to share
information about cultural heritage sites and reveal the relationships between them. The
program uses a database with digital maps and an easy keyword search to link historic
assets, like photos, documents, and oral history recordings to historic places. This open-
source platform provides an intuitive way for people to learn about the connections between
local places, people, events, and objects.

Though not as well-equipped to show relationships, the Raleigh Historic mobile app
(raleighhistoric.org) is an existing City tool which provides an incredibly accessible way to
recognize and interpret places related to LGBTQIA+ history. As the app itself states, “Raleigh
Historic...curates Raleigh's landscape through the use of geo-located historical text and
archival images. As the site develops, archival film, oral history and other audio, as well as
short documentary videos will be included.” Individual properties can be featured under the
“Stories" tab. Each feature can accommodate images, text, and a location map as well as
links to documentation, including NRHP nomination forms and local landmark designation
reports and ordinances. The "Tours" tab collects individual properties that share a theme or
geographic area and includes an introduction that ties the collection of properties together
and plots them all on a location map. Some collections are presented as self-directed
walking or bike tours. Others can simply be enjoyed as a cohesive group of properties
without respect to their geographic distribution. The multitude of themes within the arc of
LGBTQIA+ history could be easily accommodated on the Raleigh Historic mobile app. The
ability to search for properties either through scrolling or with keyword searches, and the
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added ability to ‘discover’ new sites when reading through a theme or following a self-guided
tour, increases accessibility.

Designation considerations: Properties or sites (including demolished ones) selected for
digital mapping and interpretation could include a broad variety of levels of significance and
importance and would not need to retain any historic or architectural integrity for effective
interpretation. Properties that could be organized into themes or tours might be favored

so as to increase impact through the groupings. Tours or collections could be created and
publicized in conjunction with specific events, like performances, art or historical exhibit
openings, Pride events, or announcements about recognition of LGBTQIA+ properties under
one of the other programs listed here.

Oral History Program

An oral history program is essential to capturing more information about the lives of
LGBTQIA+ people in Raleigh. There is an immediate and pressing need to implement this
program, due in part to the dearth of primary source documentation about LGBTQIA+

life in the 20 century. A robust oral history program could expand our knowledge and
understanding of places connected to the lives and work of people who are not cisgender or
who are LGBTQIA+ people of color, and/or who are lesbians.

Designation considerations: This is not technically a designation alternative, but it is a
powerful and important means for recording information about LGBTQIA+ people and
history in Raleigh. An important consideration is to work toward full representation within
the scope of the oral histories collected.

Legacy Business Designation

Another idea presented in Blaskovich's report was a Legacy Business Program. This
designation could recognize contributions to history and culture made by a business
operating in Raleigh for an extended period. A Legacy Business Program in San Antonio,
Texas, recognizes businesses that have existed for at least two decades and have
“contributed to the history, culture, and identity” of that city. With this designation, a
business could relocate and maintain the designation. The designation would not be tied to
an unchanged location or appearance. Long-running nightclubs like Legends and FLEX appear
to be excellent candidates for this sort of designation. San Antonio has made nominating
businesses very simple, allowing initial nominations from the public by mail, email, or social
media hashtag. Presumably, there is a longer application process to confirm business legacy.
Blaskovich notes that legacy businesses are all listed on the San Antonio Legacy Business
Program's website, where an interactive story map has a description of each Legacy
Business. In Raleigh, benefits tied to Legacy Business Designation could include promotional
activities or assistive services in coordination with the City's existing infrastructure for
business development.
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Designation considerations: Properties that qualify for this program would need to meet a
few requirements—at least a decade in business in Raleigh and a demonstrated contribution
to the culture and/or history of the city, for instance. Businesses' locations would not need
any historic and/or architectural integrity or longevity in a particular location to qualify.

Cultural Districts

Cultural Districts are an inactive program of the Policy Arts and Culture section of the 2030
Comprehensive Plan. Cultural District designation can recognize areas with a concentration
of places that contribute to or reflect a distinct culture important to Raleigh's identity.
Additionally, Cultural Districts can recognize areas that lack the historic integrity required
for NRHP or HOD designation. The program could offer a means of recognizing the cultural
importance of some aspect(s) of LGBTQIA+ life and the contributions to cultural life made
by these communities.

Visual or place-keeping projects could enhance a sense of place and cultural meaning or
historical impact within the district. Examples could include murals, painted crosswalks,
utility box wraps, sculpture, signage, and street-pole banners.

Designation considerations: There is no official process for designating a cultural district.
Conceptually however, the Cultural District designation relies upon a geographic area
maintaining a notable concentration of LGBTQIA+ related places in the city. However,
architectural or historic integrity would not necessarily be a component of a cultural district.

Heritage Communities

Heritage Communities recognize districts with historical or cultural significance that lack
the historic integrity required for NRHP or HOD designation. The idea is based on an existing
program in Greensboro, North Carolina. Also important is the fact that the designation does
not change zoning or taxation.

Designation considerations: The Greensboro program requires districts to have “contributed
significantly to the social, cultural, industrial, political, or economic life” of the city.
Additionally, the district must not be eligible for the NRHP and there must be strong
community support for the designation.

Historic Resources Guidebook

A print publication could serve the same purpose as the Raleigh Historic mobile app,
highlighting individual properties with text, images, and maps, and collecting properties into
themes or time periods. Of course, a print publication would be more expensive and would
have less frequent updates.

Designation considerations: As a guidebook has more physical limitations than a digital
publishing format, only a limited number of properties could be included. It would be most
appropriate for a community-based steering committee of stakeholders, historians, and
other experts to make decisions about which properties to include in a physical publishing
project.
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6. 5 Justification for Developing Alternative Designation Programs

The NRHP and the RHL/HOD programs have, in large part, been developed with traditional
historic preservation in mind. Because of this, there is a focus on the architectural integrity
of the property, in addition to its significance, when determining whether it is eligible for
designation.

Many sites connected to LGBTQIA+ history in Raleigh do not retain sufficient integrity

for these designations for a number of reasons. Bars, community centers, cruising spots,
stores, and other queer spaces were historically hidden or secret. Businesses located in
rented spaces often had to shut down or relocate. Once a space gets reused for another
purpose, the integrity tied to the LGBTQIA+ history is likely to be lost due to alterations.
Some of Raleigh's most iconic LGBTQIA+ places dating to the 20th century are gone or
altered, including the commercial space for White Rabbit Books & Things and The Front
Page publishing office or the bar spaces of the Capital Corral and Glitter Gulch, Mousetrap,
Glenwood Park, or the Queen Bee. Additionally, some properties that retain integrity

and may be eligible for historic designation, such as houses where the Women'’s Culture
Collective Coffeehouse or the Triangle Gay Alliance met, might not be nominated due

to a change in ownership. Finally, many properties recognized by the public as important

to LGBTQIA+ history in Raleigh are related to the more recent past. The NRHP generally
begins to consider properties for eligibility only once they reach fifty years of age; RLH
consideration could begin much earlier than that. The basic consideration is having sufficient
period of time pass in which one can look back with historical perspective and can place the
property's significance in context.

As noted above, NRHP nominations and Local Designation Reports can be amended to
include LGBTQIA+ significance that was not known or recognized at the time of initial
designation. However, it is always worth evaluating whether the funds spent producing
additional documentation may be better used elsewhere, such as on alternative recognition
that might be more accessible to the public. Often, the public does not know the significance
of an NRHP-listed property or a local landmark, particularly when the designation is not
related to architecture.
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7 Raleigh LGBTQIA+ Historic Context
Recommendations

Several recommendations for future work follow. A broad and diversified approach to
capturing LGBTQIA+ history will expand our knowledge and understanding and offer more
opportunities for members of LGBTQIA+ communities to produce the work.

1. Prioritize both historical marker and digital mapping and/or digital interpretive
programs as the best first steps to recognize and interpret LGBTQIA+ places in
Raleigh that have been documented through this project.

A historical marker program is the most visible means by which to identify

and honor significant LGBTQIA+ sites. Digital mapping programs such as those
described above offer platforms both for collecting information from the public as
well as sharing information with the public. Digital platforms can display historical
photographs, play audio recordings of oral histories, and make available historical
records or maps. The programs can provide easy and intuitive public access to geo-
located information about LGBTQIA+ historic sites, including those that no longer
exist.

2. Contact owners of properties evaluated under this project that appear to be
eligible for RHL designation to identify candidates for designation.

3. Establish an LGBTQIA+ History Steering or Advisory Committee.

The committee could be based within the appropriate city department or board/
commission and would assist with future research projects and provide an
opportunity for public involvement.

4. Conduct oral histories.

As noted above, a more robust oral history program will expand our knowledge and
understanding of places connected to people who are not cisgender or who are
lesbian, bisexual, or LGBTQIA+ people of color. Such a program could be sponsored
by RHDC, the City of Raleigh Museum, the Raleigh Arts Documentarian-in-
Residence program, or co-sponsored by the City and a college or university partner.
This is another high-priority recommendation.

5. Recognize LGBTQIA+ history connected with City property.

Consider how the City can recognize and interpret LGBTQIA+ history associated
with city-owned property, including but not limited to City Council Chamber, city
parks, and Nash Square. The work done to create Latta University Historic Park,
including research, documentation, interpretation, designation as a RHL, dedication
event, and management by the Raleigh Historic Resources and Museum Program,
could serve as a model.



6. Explore other types of City-sponsored research and interpretation.

In addition to historic preservation or architecturally based projects (such as this
project and projects in Recommendations 1 and 2), the City of Raleigh could look
to historical geographers, documentarians, and public historians to explore and
interpret LGBTQIA+ history for citizens.

7. Facilitate public-private partnerships.

Regularly connect students and faculty in History, Public History, American Studies,
Women and Gender Studies, Cultural Resource Management, Archival Studies,

and Library Sciences from Triangle-area colleges and universities to residents to
collect info/resources that residents want to share. This could include oral history,
documents, manuscript collections, and/or artifacts. Additionally, encourage
students and faculty to continue to generate original research on LGBTQIA+ history
in Raleigh.

8. Commission or facilitate additional historical research.

There are many themes, events, and trends that should be more deeply explored
in the City's effort to document, celebrate, and interpret the experiences and
contributions of LGBTQIA+ people to Raleigh's history. This work would not need
to be rooted in architectural survey, documentation, and designation, as this
project has been. Work under this recommendation could be combined with
Recommendations 2, 4, and 5.

Suggested topics include:

»

»

»

»

»

Stories of groups and communities less-well represented in this place-based report,
including those of transgender, non-binary, intersex, and bisexual people, lesbians,
and non-white LGBTQIA+ people.

The history of drag performance in Raleigh, including research into the “Queen
Street” neighborhood at Young St. between Wake Forest Road and Ann St., an area
anecdotally known to be associated with drag performers.

The history of state law, city ordinances, and other city- or county-level regulations
that affected LGBTQIA+ people in Raleigh, including researching when/whether
Raleigh passed ordinances that have banned or limited cross-dressing or drag
performances or ABC regulations for wine, beer, or liquor licensure. If so, research
into cases where people were charged under these ordinances may offer information
about transgender people and drag performance in Raleigh.

Contributions to historic preservation by LGBTQIA+ people, beginning in the late 20t
century and in neighborhoods such as Oakwood.

The possible medical treatment of LGBTQIA+ people at Dix Hospital and whether
North Carolina's eugenics laws were ever applied to LGBTQIA+ people. (The
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»

»

»

»

»

»

Communities History Workshop at UNC may be a good partner for this work; the
group has been transcribing and digitizing old records from the hospital since at least
2019.)

The treatment of LGBTQIA+ people at Raleigh's prisons and in state institutions in
Raleigh the late 19th- through late-20% centuries. A few newspaper stories in the
first half of the twentieth century noted that people who were arrested were initially
sent to the women's prison and transferred to the men's prison after an examination.
These may represent early news article about transgender Raleighites and should be
further explored.

The experiences of gay and lesbian college students in Raleigh throughout the 20t
century, including at single-sex educational institutions or dormitories, the liberation
and later advocacy movements at colleges, and the effect of student activism on the
development of LGBTQIA+ attitudes in Raleigh.

History of visibility and Pride events held in Raleigh, including Blue Jeans Day at
NCSU in 1978, picnics in the mid-1980s, and marches beginning in 1988.

History of businesses and locations on Hillsborough St. that are connected to
LGBTQIA+ history in Raleigh, particularly in the period just before and during the
early years of gay liberation (roughly 1960 through 1980). Community input noted
that Hillsborough St., its proximity to both N.C. State University and Raleigh's
downtown, and the particular mix of shops, theaters, restaurants, and institutions
attracted LGBTQIA+ people and allies and created an area that felt safer than other
parts of Raleigh where people could find community.

Digitize and/or transcribe recordings of call-in shows at local radio stations WLLE and
WPTF that centered on LGBTQIA+ issues and included Raleigh resident and gay rights
activist Willie D. Pilkington. Mr. Pilkington retains tape recordings of the programs,
which aired between 1986 and 1993.

Conduct additional research into related historical themes, such as sports, theater,
music, art, literature, design, and culture.

9. Prepare a context statement in the future for the first quarter of the 21t century.

Conduct additional research to document and contextualize the history of places
on the LGBTQIA+ list that continues into the first quarter of the 21t century, such
as Legends. Collaborate with Raleigh Arts and local arts organizations, including
local theaters, musicians, museums, and university arts programs, to explore and
interpret LGBTQIA+ history through art for citizens. Any performances, shows, or
public art that result could be staged in or located at a place highlighted in this
report, particularly one connected to the subject of the performance or show.
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10. Complete preliminary documentation of sites on the List of Identified LGBTQIA+
Places produced in Phase | and Il of this project.

Take photographs of all places included in the List of Identified LGBTQIA+ Places
that are still standing. Make the photographs publicly available online as a part of
the digitally maintained list, digital mapping or archiving project, a Story Map, or a
related project.

11. Continue to compile a list of people who have made/may make significant
contributions to LGBTQIA+ history in Raleigh and consider future research
projects to record and tell their stories.
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9 APPENDIX A: LGBTQIA+ 20 Site Evaluations

SITE NAME (former) Androgyny Center

LOCATION 220 N. Boylan Ave.

BUILT/ALTERED 1905 (Wake County iMaps)

LGBTQIA+ ASSOCIATED

YEARS 1981-1983

EVALUATION DATE September 28, 2024

& EVALUATOR Cynthia de Miranda, MdM Historical Consultants, Durham
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Location of 220 N. Boylan Ave., second office location of the Androgyny Center.

LGBTQIA+ Historic Significance: Second office location of an affirming mental health
provider for LGBTQIA+ people. Founded in 1977 by Louis Sawyer during Raleigh's period of
the gay liberation movement. Sawyer identified as lesbian at the time and now identifies as

a transgender man.

The Androgyny Center provided "feminist/gay counseling” for individuals, couples, and
groups from this location from at least 1981 to 1983. While this is a brief period in the long
existence of the center, this is the only positively identified location in Raleigh that still
stands. Sawyer established the practice in 1977 and occupied an office on Barrett Dr. in
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1978. The precise location of that office has not been identified. From 1983-1998, the center
occupied Suite 115 at 7208 Creedmoor Rd., a strip-style suburban office complex. In 2006,
those buildings were demolished, and the site was redeveloped. The Androgyny Center
appears to still exist in 2024 and operates out of an office in Durham.

220 N. Boylan Ave., oblique with N. elevation and facade, camera facing SE.
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220 N. Boylan Ave., oblique view of fagade and S. elevation with camera facing NE.

Physical Description: The property is a late Queen Anne-style, single-story, side-gabled
dwelling built in 1905. It has a shed-roofed front porch, a three-sided bay window at one
gable end, and a rear ell with shed roof that acts as a secondary fagade. The secondary
fagade addresses W. Lane St. The house has weatherboard siding, four-over-four wood sash,
quatrefoil vents and cornice returns at gable ends, chamfered porch posts, and bracketed
eaves at roof overhangs on the bay window and the porches. Some door and window
openings have been altered to accommodate the multi-office function that the building
has served since at least the 1980s. Additions made to the rear appear to date to the early
20 century and later. A low, stone retaining wall at the front yard is likely contemporary
with the house. Outbuildings in the rear yard date to the 215t century but are compatible

in scale and appearance. The parcel retains a residential appearance. It has small front and
side lawns, shade trees, and a driveway off W. Lane St. leading into the rear yard. Some
small outbuildings occupy the rear yard. The surrounding neighborhood appears generally
residential with some limited office use. Some houses have been converted to commercial
use and others have been replaced by commercial buildings dating to the second half of the
20 century. This is particularly true at the west side of the intersection of N. Boylan Ave.
and W. Lane St.

Brief Historical Sketch: Louis Sawyer established the Androgyny Center in Raleigh in 1977.
He was pursuing a Ph.D. in psychology in that year and working as a mental health counselor.
(Also at the time, he was known as Lou Sawyer and identified as lesbian.) In the same year,
Sawyer and his colleague Janet Walkiewicz established New Leaf Bookshop in the Oakwood
neighborhood. The two had previously worked together at the Johnston County Mental
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Health Clinic. Sawyer also worked at Dorothea Dix Hospital in the late 1970s. He completed
his Ph.D. at N.C. North Carolina State University in 1982.

Sawyer had two goals in establishing the Androgyny Center. The first was to provide
affirming mental health services to the LGBTQIA+ community. The second was to provide
training and education to mental health professionals on behalf of the community. A 1978
feature in the News & Observer reporting on these aims used terminology common in the
day and noted that the center’s target audience was “gays” and “Raleigh’'s homosexual
community." Sawyer added that the center was also for "others who choose an alternative
lifestyle."” The feature listed the address simply as Barrett Dr., presumably the center’s first
location. In that period Sawyer could only staff the center part-time due to his graduate
school studies, other employment, and the New Leaf Bookshop.

Sawyer noted in a 2008 oral history interview that only a few therapists in the late 1970s
had expertise providing affirming care to LGBTQIA+ people. In 1978, he told the News &
Observer that "Traditional agencies are not geared to serve the people we serve. | think part
of it has to do with their approach. Their emphasis is on converting gays to heterosexuality.
When they identify a person as a gay person, that becomes the issue.”

Sawyer advertised in The Front Page, a biweekly newspaper for the LGBTQIA+ community

in Raleigh and the region, and in Lambda, the newsletter of the student-run Carolina Gay
Association in Chapel Hill. Over the next decades, the practice’s articulated purpose evolved.
The center advertised “feminist/gay counseling” in 1983 and “counseling for gay men and
lesbians” in 1986. By 1988, the advertisement listed “psychotherapy from a feminist/
transpersonal perspective for lesbian and gay individuals and couples.” Over time, the
professional literature progressed in sophistication and understanding of LGBTQIA+ topics.
As Sawyer read this literature and began working with transgender clients, he began to have
more clarity about his own lifelong questions about his gender and identification.

Groups supporting LGBTQIA+ people invited Sawyer to speak on mental health topics

and provide training for mental health professionals. In the 1980s and 1990s, the News &
Observer sometimes contacted Sawyer for news stories relating to LGBTQIA+ issues. In
1993, Sawyer was featured in the News & Observer among several other area residents
who planned to participate in the upcoming March on Washington for Lesbian, Gay and Bi
Equal Rights and Liberation. The paper noted that Sawyer was in private practice “working
primarily with other lesbians and lesbian couples” and identified as lesbian. Sawyer told
the paper that the march offered “an opportunity to affect [sic] the health and happiness
of so many people who have been afraid to live their life in the open. Being closeted has an
incredible effect on people's mental health.”

Sawyer grew up in Lumberton and moved to Raleigh in 1965. He studied sociology as an
undergraduate student at NCSU before earning a Ph.D. in psychology there in 1982. Sawyer
is also a jazz musician and performed regularly at clubs and events in the Triangle throughout
this same period.



Historic Integrity Evaluation: This former location of the Androgyny Center retains all seven
aspects of historic integrity for its association with Raleigh's LGBQIA+ history, as indicated

by the check marks and explanations below.

v

v

Location: The building remains at its original location.

Design: Integrity of design is evident in the stylistic architectural features that
decorate the house and express the Queen Anne style of the early 20% century,
including chamfered porch posts, carved porch brackets, and two-over-two sash
windows. The bay window and gabled roofs are design elements that create the
asymmetrical massing characteristic of the Queen Anne style.

Setting: The building retains the suburban residential appearance it has had since
construction, including front and side yards with landscaping and hardscaping and

a rear yard with outbuildings. The larger setting of the block and the intersection
retains the late 20 century appearance of an historic neighborhood that has shifted
to combine residential and office use.

Materials: A great deal of original architectural features rendered in wood remain and
are visible at the exterior, including siding; window sash and trim; porch posts and
brackets; boxed eaves and eave returns; and gable vents. Original glass likely remains
in windows, and original brick foundation piers are also extant.

Workmanship: Workmanship is evident in the finish and construction of exterior
architectural features, including siding’ window sash and trim; porch posts and
brackets; boxed eaves and eave returns; and gable vents.

Feeling: The building still expresses the historic sense of its period of significance in
association with Raleigh's LGBTQIA+ community, as it retains the appearance of a
historic dwelling converted for use as office space.

Association: The building is one of previous locations of the Androgyny Center and
retains the appearance that it had in that period. The retention of those physical
features preserves the integrity of association.

RHL Eligibility Assessment: This former location of the Androgyny Center appears eligible
for RHL designation due to its excellent integrity and significance within the Raleigh
LGBTQIA+ Context. The building was an early location for provision of affirming mental
health services at a time when such care was uncommon.
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Sources:

Dr. Louis Sawyer, interview with Terah Crews. U-0320, U.13. Long Civil Rights Movement: Oral
History and the Study of the Modern South, UNC-Chapel Hill.

Advertisements in The Front Page newspaper, 1983-2005.
""Human lib' is theme of books in new store," News & Observer, December 15, 1977.
“We are your neighbors," News & Observer, April 25,1993.

“Center helps solve problems found in ‘alternative lifestyle,” News & Observer, July 23, 1978.
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SITE NAME Cameron Court Apartments / "Queens Court”

LOCATION 905 Hillsborough St.
BUILT/ALTERED 1938 (Wake County iMaps)
LGBTQIA+
ASSOCIATED 1980s-1990s
YEARS
EVALUATION DATE October 21, 2024
& EVALUATOR Cynthia de Miranda, MdM Historical Consultants, Durham
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Location of Cameron Court Apartments, 905 Hillsborough St.

LGBTQIA+ Historical Significance: Oral tradition holds that Cameron Court, a large 1938
apartment complex, was popular with members of the LGBTQIA+ community in the 1980s
and 1990s. The ability to choose to live in proximity with other LGBTQIA+ people created a
physical community at a time in Raleigh when many people still felt the need to be discreet
or even secretive about their sexual orientation.

Two other areas in Raleigh have been identified through oral history that were small enclaves
for the LGBTQIA+ community. The Vance Apartment building at 105 E. Edenton St. was
demolished in the 1980s. Young St., between Wake Forest Rd. and Ann St. in northeast
Raleigh, is a roughly block-long area of single-family houses said to have been purchased

by and rented out to gay men and drag performers in the late 20t century; the street was
nicknamed "Queen Street.”
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Cameron Court, 905 Hillsborough St., apartment buildings and quadrangle,
view to W. near S. end of quad.

Cameron Court, 905 Hillsborough St., apartment buildings at Hillsborough St.,
view to SW near NE corner of block.

85



Cameron Court, 905 Hillsborough St., view to NE of pavilion and patio near S. end of quadrangle.

Description: Cameron Court comprises 13 three-story buildings with brick exteriors, metal
sash windows, and flat roofs. The buildings feature modest Colonial Revival-style details,
including brickwork simulating corner quoins and flat-roofed entry porches with columns.
Rectangular and L-plan buildings are arranged along the east, south, and west sides of
the city block bounded by Hillsborough, Mayo, W. Morgan, and Snow Streets. Foundation
shrubs soften the transition between land and building. The center of the city block is open
space landscaped with mature shade trees, lawns, and resident amenities. Brick walkways
wind through the quad and some low concrete retaining walls help shape the naturalistic
landscape. Concrete benches offer repose in the shade. Toward the south end of the open
quadrangle, a pavilion with fireplace and adjacent barbecue patio occupies a small area
near the buildings fronting W. Morgan St. The pavilion and patio appear to be a relatively
recent addition and do not detract from the overall naturalistic landscaping of the quad.
Documentation of the complex dating to 1989 shows the appearance largely unchanged
from that period. The complex appears to retain many, if not most, elements from initial
construction.

Brief historical sketch: Cameron Court occupies the former location of the antebellum
Duncan Cameron House. Early residents of the apartment complex included middle-class
professionals and families. Some stayed for decades. Traffic past the buildings increased
dramatically in 1975 when the City diverted east-bound lanes from Hillsborough St. to

E. Morgan St. Long-time residents complained about the noise and pollution caused by
traffic on W. Morgan St. in an article in the local paper, perhaps precipitating an increase in
apartment vacancies in that period.
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Community input on the LGBTQIA+ Historic Context Study in the early 2020s reported
that the apartment complex was popular with LGBTQIA+ people in the 1980s and 1990s.

A "missed connections" classified ad in The Front Page, a newspaper for the LGBTQIA+
community, mentioned the Cameron Court Apartments in 1988. Later that year, for a few
months, an advertisement for 1- and 2-bedroom apartments at the complex ran in The
Front Page's classified ads. The listing reads as though there had been frequent inquiries:
“We finally have openings for 1- and 2-bedroom units. Hardwood floors, central AC. Laundry.
Beautiful downtown location. $595 and $695." A respondent in the City of Raleigh survey
about LGBTQIA+ places noted that the 1988 Pride parade marchers passed Cameron Court
"which in the 80s and 90s had been famous for a heavy LGBT presence in residents, who
sometimes jokingly referred to it as 'the gay ghetto.” On the Goodnight Raleigh blog, some
commenters noted they were assumed to be or asked if they were gay because of their
residence at Cameron Court.

Before Cameron Court, the Vance Apartments were popular with LGBTQIA+ Raleigh
residents. Another survey respondent mentioned that the Art Deco-style Vance Apartments
housed a concentration of “gay and gay-friendly” occupants in the 1970s “and was host

to many after club parties.” The commenter described “double French doors into the
bedrooms, and a majestic stair in the lobby, complete with a rickety old cage elevator” and
noted that "Rent was $175 when | lived there in '79." According to the commenter, the Vance,
at 105 E. Edenton St., was demolished in the late 1980s, perhaps paving the way for renters
to reconvene at Cameron Court.

Another survey respondent noted that a block of small houses on Young St. between Wake
Forest Road and Ann St. in northeast Raleigh were owned by and rented to gay men. The
area was anecdotally known to be associated with drag performers. Such enclaves were
few and insufficient relative to the number of LGBTQIA+ people looking for housing in an
area where they could fully express themselves. In a 1996 letter to the editor of the News
& Observer, Jim Duley, the editor of The Front Page, wrote “Raleigh is a great place to live,
even as a gay man or lesbian. However, | do think twice before holding hands with a date,
and when looking for a romantic restaurant | usually end up in Chapel Hill.” Duley went on
to advocate for development of a “gay neighborhood" complete with housing in Raleigh and
presented it as a net positive for the city. "If Raleigh truly wants to revive downtown, it will
create incentives for developers to build housing near Legends. The demand for downtown
housing is already growing among gays and lesbians."

Historical integrity evaluation: Cameron Court retains all seven aspects of integrity
for its association with LGBTQIA+ Raleigh history, as indicated by the check marks and
explanations below.

v Location: The complex remains at its original location.

v Design: Integrity of design is evident in the stylistic architectural features that
decorate the complex and express the Colonial Revival style and the garden
apartment residential concept. The stylistic features include faux corner quoins and
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columned porch entries. The buildings, the quadrangle formed by their arrangement
on the city block, and the mature trees and winding brick and concrete paths are all
important components of the overall garden apartment design and have remained
unchanged since construction.

v Setting: The buildings, the quadrangle formed by their arrangement on the city
block, and the mature trees and winding brick and concrete paths are all important
components of the overall setting and have remained unchanged since construction.

v Materials: The building exteriors and hardscaping retain original materials, including
steel casement windows, brick, and wood porches, including molding and columns,
and concrete-lined brick paths and low concrete walls.

v Workmanship: Workmanship is evident in the finish and construction of exterior
architectural features, including brick exteriors with faux corner quoins; porch
columns, roofs, and molding; and brick paths and landscaping walls.

v Feeling: The buildings remain an apartment complex and therefore retain their
integrity of feeling and association as a residential quarter between downtown and
early twentieth-century suburbs.

v Association: The complex is the actual location of a concentration of queer
apartment residents in the 1980s and 1990s.

Note that the question of whether any physical expression of the complex's LGBTQIA+
association in the period has not been determined. It seems likely that there was no physical
expression at the exterior, however, as many LGBTQIA+ people were still rather discreet
about their sexual orientation in this period.

RHL Eligibility Assessment: The integrity of the complex is excellent, both from its original
period of construction and from its period of significance associated with Raleigh's
LGBTQIA+ community. Not enough is known about LGBTQIA+ people intentionally choosing
to reside as neighbors at Cameron Court—and potentially other parts of Raleigh—to make
an eligibility assessment. Research questions could include the percentage of tenants who
identified as queer in the period; how and why Cameron Court (and possibly other areas)
became popular with the community; the effect the demographic shift had on the overall
Cameron Court community in the period; and any possible physical changes, whether
permanent or temporary, that the residents may have made to express their identity. Oral
history interviews are likely the best source for compiling the history and information about
this and other enclaves of LGBTQIA+ residents for comparison. From the information known
to date, however, it does appear very likely to be a good candidate for Raleigh Historic
Landmark eligibility if research bears out that Cameron Court stood out among other
enclaves that existed in the period.
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Sources:
“Cameron Court Now Completed,” News & Observer, November 13, 1938.

“Road project brings traffic noises closer to home,"” News & Observer, July 7,1975.

“Civic leader Mamie Wyatt dies in Raleigh at age 93,” News & Observer, March 1, 1982.

"Raleigh's gay potential,” News & Observer, February 1, 1996.

“Cameron Court Apartments,” and “Grosvenor Gardens,"” Goodnight Raleigh Blog.
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SITE NAME (former) Capital Corral (previously Queen Bee)

LOCATION 313 W. Hargett St.

BUILT/ALTERED 1940 (Wake Co. iMaps), ca. 1977, ca. 2014, ca. 2023
LGBTQIA+

ASSOCIATED 1976-2011

YEARS

EVALUATION DATE October 21, 2024

& EVALUATOR Cynthia de Miranda, MdM Historical Consultants, Durham

400
124 222

W Hargett St
W Hargett St

313

S Harrington St

401
311

|
1

Location of Capital Corral, 313 W. Hargett St.

LGBTQIA+ Historical Significance: This building housed the Capital Corral and Glitter Gulch,
a bar and dance club owned by and for gay men for over three decades. The establishment
was a fixture in the LGBTQIA+ bar scene in Raleigh, as was The Mousetrap at 1622 Glenwood
Ave. (also evaluated under this project). In 1976, this building became the last (and only
surviving) location of the Queen Bee, a popular gay bar in the in that period.
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(former) Capital Corral, 313 W. Hargett St., facade, view to SW.

(former) Capital Corral, 313 W. Hargett St.
E. elevation and fagade, view to SW.
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Physical Description: The building is a single-story commercial structure with low parapet
and flat roof. A wide center entry bay has a roll-up security gate and is flanked by broad
window openings with overhead-lifting, glazed garage-door-type windows. Scuppers and
downspouts are at either end of the fagade to handle rainwater draining from the roof. The

building originally had two retail storefronts in the center bay flanked by storefront windows.

The brick sills and lintels at each bay are intact and indicate the three original bays. Original
fenestration was likely plate-glass windows in wood or metal frames at the first and third
bays and two entrances at the center bay. Most windows along the other elevations are
infilled with brick, but the two closest to the facade on the east elevation are metal sash
with opaque glass.

The photo above shows the appearance of Capital Corral, also known as CC, in 1981. The
oblique view shows the front end of the east elevation and the fagade, looking southwest
along W. Hargett St. The storefront window openings hold plate glass under transoms,

all in extruded aluminum frames that post-date the original construction. A recessed
entry is at the center bay; details cannot be discerned in the photo. A sign reading "CC"
hangs from a metal pole projecting from the fagade at the east edge of the entry bay. The
front two windows at the east elevation appear to be covered with painted plywood. A
2013 photograph at Wake County iMaps shows different plate-glass windows in extruded
aluminum frames. At the east half of the center bay, an extruded-aluminum storefront wall
projects from the fagade a few feet out into the sidewalk. A slightly recessed entry is in
the west half. The exact date of this alteration has not been determined, but these photos
obviously indicate that it was between 1981 and 2013.

Brief Historical Sketch: Bars tolerant of and friendly to LGBT people concentrated around
Nash Square as early as the 1960s, including the Queen Bee in the Park Central Hotel near
the southeast corner of the park. That bar relocated to 313 W. Hargett St. around 1976.

Art Sperry, who owned the advertising firm Sperry & Associates at 324 S. Harrington St.,
purchased the Queen Bee from Bea Thrift in 1978. He closed the bar, remodeled the space
in a Western theme, and reopened as the Capital Corral. Sperry was gay, and his new bar
catered to gay men, although sometimes other queer people hung out there. Sperry opened
a disco called the Glitter Gulch in the storefront next door, but whether it was in the second
storefront in 313 or in the adjacent building (demolished) has not been determined. The
Capital Corral closed in 2011; at some point in its history, it went by the name CC Now. A
subsequent gay bar, 313, operated in the space through 2013.

Historic Integrity Evaluation: The building retains six of seven aspects of integrity, as
indicated by the check marks and explanations below.

v Location: The building remains in the same location.

v Design: The building retains some of the original design elements from its period of
construction, namely the original massing, brick exterior, the storefront window and
entry openings, and the parapet roof. Fenestration at the building's facade may have
been altered during the bar's long tenure there, but the replacement of fixed window
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and entry systems with overhead-lifting garage doors and security grate altered the
design of the building. The bricked-up window openings along the side elevations
may date to the building's use as a gay bar; additional research might provide
confirmation or correction on that point.

v Setting: Many of the buildings on the 300 block of W. Hargett St. have been built
after the Capital Corral opened. However, while the buildings have changed, the
block remains an urban location with a mix of uses and property types. This includes
buildings, surface parking, and a nearby city park, all dating from a long development
period.

v Materials: While the windows and doors have been removed from the fagade, the
building retains scuppers and downspouts, exterior brick, decorative brickwork above
the storefront bays, the brick lintels and sills at window and lintels at door openings,
and the openings themselves at the facade and side elevations.

v Workmanship: The brick exterior exhibits workmanship typical of its period of
construction.

v Feeling: The building retains the appearance of an early 20t century commercial
retail/warehouse building converted for hospitality use, preserving some integrity of
feeling.

v Association: The building is the structure that housed two significant gay bars in the
decades of the gay liberation movement.

RHL Eligibility Evaluation: This building, the former location of the Capital Corral and

Glitter Gulch—and the Queen Bee before that—is significant for its association with
Raleigh's LGBTQIA+ history as an important place for socializing for gay men and other
members of the LGBTQIA+ community in the period of significance. The loss of integrity

of design is unfortunate but not disqualifying. As the building appeared in 1981, storefront
windows either had plywood over the glass or shades at the interior. This privacy aspect
was common for gay bars and club in the period, and the replacement of the windows and
entries with overhead lifting glazed garage doors and security grate is a notable alteration.
However, overall integrity is retained due to the preponderance of other original material
and retention of integrity of the other aspects. That the building retains the appearance

of an adaptively reused early-20th-century retail shop building, and its location near other
important LGBTQIA+ sites such as Nash Square, make important contributions to preserving
integrity of feeling and association. The building therefore retains sufficient historic integrity
to qualify for RHL designation.

Sources:
M. Ruth Little. Depot Historic District NRHP Nomination, 2002.

Jddoylearchives. ‘JD's Book 1981 My Gay American Road Trip." Instagram post, November 20,
2023.
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SITE NAME

LOCATION

Community United Church of Christ (UCC)

814 Dixie Trail

BUILT/ALTERED

1956 (church website)

LGBTQIA+ ASSOCIATED
YEARS

1977-1990s

EVALUATION DATE
& EVALUATOR

October 31, 2024
Cynthia de Miranda, MdM Historical Consultants, Durham

Wade Ave

801

3000 7

— — 1 oo [ [

Wade Ave

810
804

Dixie Tr/

2900
2916
802 Berry Tree Dr

Location of Community United Church of Christ, 814 Dixie Trail.

LGBTQIA+ Historical Significance: The Community UCC has been an early and significant
ally to the LGBTQIA+ community in Raleigh. From 1977-1995, the church hosted the St. John's
Metropolitan Community Church (MCC), a Protestant denomination established for the
LGBT community in Raleigh in 1976. Community UCC was also instrumental in establishing
the Raleigh Religious Network for Gay and Lesbian Equality (RRNGLE) in 1988. Later, the
Community UCC provided meeting space for the Triangle Sports Alliance, an organization

to advocate for equal protection of gay and lesbian people within the sporting community,

in the 1990s. The congregation has formally adopted a resolution on inviting congregants of
"every gender, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression.”
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Other churches have been significant allies for the LGBTQIA+ community in the 20" century,
including Pullen Memorial Baptist Church and the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of
Raleigh, both evaluated in this project. Community UCC played a unique role by providing
space for St. John's MCC to meet for worship until St. John's was able to acquire their own
worship space in 1995. Other churches were welcoming to St. John's but wanted members to
join their congregations rather than providing space for St. John's to hold their own services.

Community UCC sanctuary (L) and Vaughan Fellowship Hall (R), 814 Dixie Trl.,
looking SE from Wade Ave.

Physical Description: The Community UCC complex consists of a 1956 sanctuary with
education wing, designed by F. Carter Williams; the late 20" century Vaughan Fellowship
Hall; a classroom building; and Pilgrim House, a dwelling on the neighboring parcel that the
church acquired and now uses for offices and meeting space.

The sanctuary building is a Modernist-style, front-gabled structure with brick exterior. The
fagade features a projecting center section with blind brick walls that form a backdrop for

a large cross. The shallow side walls of the projection hold windows. The building also has
metal casement and awning windows along the side and rear elevations. A one-story side-
gabled wing extends to the south from the back of a side elevation. The wing, also brick-clad,
houses activity rooms, a kitchen, a library, and Sunday school classrooms. An addition was
made to the south end of the wing, likely between 1988 and 1999. The Vaughan Fellowship
Hall, built before 1981, is a gabled, brick-clad, single-story building placed west of the south
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end of the education wing so that it forms a small quadrangle with the sanctuary. A small
hyphen connects the buildings. Pilgrim House, built as a dwelling in 1948, is a one-and-
a-half-story, frame, side-gabled, building with replacement windows, replacement door,
replacement siding, interior brick chimney, asphalt-shingle roof, and full basement.

The complex is shaded with mature pine and deciduous trees, although significantly fewer
than in the 1980s. The complex is set back from Dixie Trl. behind a lawn. The landscaping
makes the church complex blend well with the residential structures along Dixie Trl. A
firepit and amphitheater are at the southeast corner of the parcel, and a linear meditation
garden is at the north elevation of the sanctuary building and turns to the south behind the
sanctuary.

Brief historical sketch: The Community UCC has been a strong ally of the LGBTQIA+
community since at least 1977, when the congregation invited St. John's MCC to hold

their worship services here. Rev. Willie White and his partner Robert Pace had started a
bible study for gay men in their apartment in 1976 and affiliated with the national MCC
denomination later that year. St. John's met at UCC for 17 years, before purchasing a church
building (not extant) on Glenwood Avenue in the Glenwood-Brooklyn Historic District. (St.
John's later moved to 622 Maywood Avenue and currently meets at 4 N. Blount St. in the
Blount St. Community Center.)

Community UCC also provided meeting space in their Vaughn Wing for the Triangle Sports
Alliance in the 1990s, according to information supplied during the public input phases of the
LGBTQIA+ Context project.

Historic Integrity Evaluation: The Community UCC retains all seven aspects of historic
integrity in connection with its association with Raleigh's LGBQIA+ history from 1977 through
the 1990s, as indicated by the check marks and explanations below.

v Location: The complex remains in its original location.

v Design: The sanctuary and wing retain original massing, materials, and architectural
features—including the interplay of blind brick walls at the fagade with windows
"hidden"” on side elevations—that exhibit its Modernist style. The additions to the
south end of the wing and the Vaughan Fellowship Hall do not overwhelm or detract
from the original sanctuary and education wing.

v Setting: The complex remains in a wooded, naturalistic setting adjacent to
residential blocks.

v Materials: Original materials, including brick walls and metal sash windows, remain.

v Workmanship: The workmanship exhibited in the masonry walls and overall
construction remains intact.

v Feeling: The complex retains the feeling of a mid-20" century church facility set into
an established residential neighborhood.
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https://d.lib.ncsu.edu/collections/catalog?f%5Bclassification_facet%5D%5B%5D=North+Carolina+State+University%2C+Division+of+Student+Affairs%2C+Student+Organization+Resource+Center+Records%2C+1946-2009&to=catalog%23show_metadata
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Raleigh's LGBTQIA+ Historic Context: Expanded Appendix 3/2025

Place Name

1622

1990s | Glenwood Ave.
Bar/Club

Description Info

S C H
LGBTQIA+ dance bar in the former Mousetrap space
operating from the mid 1990s to early 2000s.

300 Block of W Hargett St
1970s | W. Hargett St.

Adult Bookstore/Cruising Spot

D
Concentrated block of LGBTQ+ businesses over an
extended time, including Legends, Capital Corral, the Front
Page, The Borough, Libations 317, Our Place, etc. The Black
LGBTQIA+ community often socialized in the street in this
area due to restrictive entry at some establishments.
Previous blockface now largely replaced with new buildings
and parking areas.

440 Nightclub
2020s | Hillsborough St.

s O
Latinx dance club on 3rd floor of the Electric Company

Bar/Club Building. A series of LGBTQIA+ related clubs and
moviehouses have occupied this space.
A Safer Place Youth Network (ASPYN) (o)

1970s | Unknown
Healthcare

LGBTQIA+ youth program and one of many organizations
that joined forces to form Triangle Community Works!
(TCW) in 1994. The organization previously met in various
coffee shops and transitioned to ASPYRE online
programming in the 2010s as an initiative of the LGBT
Center of Raleigh.

AA Gay/Lesbian (Live and Let Live) D O

1990s | Hillsborough St.
Organization

AA group that met in the old YMCA building on
Hillsborough St from at least 1997-2000.

AA Gay/Lesbian (The Light Group) s o

1980s | Barrett Dr.
Organization

The Light Group of AA is a long-running open meeting
catered to the LGBTQIA+ population. It has been hosted
at various locations including St. John's MCC (814 Dixie
Trl). It now meets at Pullen Memorial Baptist Church.

Abracadabra Café & Theatre s C
1980s | Atlantic Ave. Unknown.

Allied Business

Admiral's Galley / Sir Walter Raleigh Hotel S C H

1970s | Fayetteville St.
Bar/Club

Popular unmarked basement bar with dancing located in
the Sir Walter Hotel.

D/S = Building demolished / standing

O/C =Business open / closed H = Historic designation
1930s o e 2020s



Raleigh's LGBTQIA+ Historic Context: Expanded Appendix 3/2025

Place Name Description Info
Adult Entertainment Center c
1980s | Davis Cir. Unknown.

Bar/Club

AIDS Community Residence Association (ACRA) s O
1990s | Barbara Dr. Home of Alan Scott and Jerry Early. Their involvment and
Organization the property's association with the group is unclear.
Alice B. Toklas Democratic Club c
1980s | Unknown A group of gay people involved in local Democratic Party
Political-Related Site politics created an ad-hoc version of this San Francisco-

based organization to advocate for LGBTQIA+ civil rights
in the late 1970s/early 1980s.

Alliance of AIDS Services S O
2020s | Poplarwood Ct. Unknown.

Healthcare

AMF Capital Lanes b cC
1990s | Capital Blvd. Gay & Lesbian Bowlers organization met here.

Allied Business

Anchor Financial Group s o
1990s | Westchase Blvd. Real Estate.

Professional Services

Anchorage, The S C H
1950s | Fairview Rd. Early mixed bar in the Five Points neighborhood where
Bar/Club groups of LGBTQIA+ individuals reportedly gathered to

have a drink. No evidence has emerged to suggest that the
gatherings were perceived as more than having a beer
"with the guys" or that the owners specifically catered to a
LGBTQIA+ clientele. This was a common theme among
early LGBTQIA+ bars until the Mousetrap opened nearby.

Andrea Moriarty, Ammons Pittman Realtors s O
1990s | Paverstone Dr. Real Estate.

Professional Services

Androgyny Center, The (1) S O
1970s | N. Boylan Ave. Counseling with Dr. Louis Sawyer, Ph.D., a transgender
Healthcare psychologist working with transgender, relationship issues,

and addiction.

D/S = Building demolished / standing O/C =Business open / closed H = Historic designation
1930s o e 2020s
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Place Name Description Info

Androgyny Center, The (2) D O

1990s | Creedmoor Rd. Counseling with Dr. Louis Sawyer, Ph.D., a transgender

Healthcare psychologist working with transgender, relationship issues,
and addiction.

Aphrodite's Adult Entertainment Center s C

1990s | Glenwood Ave. Site of 24-hr Erotica shop from 1990-2000.

Adult Bookstore/Cruising Spot

Archdale Building Grounds S O

1980s | N. Salisbury St. Unknown.

Political-Related Site

Armistead Maupin Childhood Home S C H

1950s | Groveland Ave. Childhood home of Armistead Maupin, an American writer

Private Residence notable for the Tales of the City novel series.

Art Space S O H

1980s | E. Davie St. Unknown.

Allied Business

Artist's Corner, The S C H

1980s | E. Hargett St. Unknown.

Bar/Club

Bachelor's Library / Batchelors Books / Bachelor Video s ¢C

1980s | S. Wilmington St. Location for aeries of adult bookstores from 1979-mid

Adult Bookstore/Cruising Spot 1990s, now the Triangle Adult Super Center.

Bishops House, Saint Mary's School s O

1990s | Hillsborough St. Hosted the Triangle Gourmet Gala to benefit the Lesbian

Organization and Gay Health Project on October 6, 1991.

Black and White Men Together (BWMT)

1980s | Unknown Local chapter of a national organization for men's services,

Organization holding in-person monthly meetings in the early 1990s.

Physical meeting locations are unknown as this info was
shared via calling a phone info line. No known Raleigh or NC-
based chapters exist currently.

Black Dog Café S C H
1990s | E. Martin St. In Damron Guides from 1997-98, with Wed-Sat lunch and
Allied Business dinner + Sunday brunch.

Blackbird Books and Coffee S O H
2020s | Blake St. Unknown.

Allied Business

D/S = Building demolished / standing O/C =Business open / closed H = Historic designation
1930s o e 2020s
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Place Name Description Info

Blue Lady Lounge D C

1970s | N. Harrington St. Unknown.

Bar/Club

Borough, The / Hadley's / The District / Libations 317 s C

2000s | W. Morgan St. Following redevelopment of the 300 block of W. Hargett

Bar/Club St., a series of LGBTQIA+ friendly bars and restaurants
have occupied this corner storefront of the Hue
apartments.

Boyer Hall, St. Augustine's College S O H

1980s | Oakwood Ave. Unknown.

Political-Related Site

Brewery, The D C

1990s | Hillsborough St. Hosted a Triangle AIDS Awareness Benefit on November 5-

Allied Business 6,1994.

Broughton High School S O H

1980s | St. Marys St. Unknown.

Political-Related Site

Brown-Wynne Funeral Home and Crematory S O

1980s | St. Marys St. Notable for willingness to host AIDs victims' funerals

Allied Business during the height of the crisis when many establishments
would not.

CAM Museum S O H

2010s | W. Martin St. Formed in 2011 after the City Gallery of Contemporary Art

Recreation partnered with the NCSU School of Design to open this
current exhibition space.

Camera's Eye s C

1970s | Capital Blvd. Listed in the 1979 Damron Guide as having books and a

Adult Bookstore/Cruising Spot cruisy arcade before moving to 1433 S. Wilmington St. the
next year.

Camera's Eye / Snapshot Video News s C

1980s | S. Wilmington St. Erotica shop located in the property's south brick building

Adult Bookstore/Cruising Spot from 1980-1995. Became Snapshot Videos News in 1990.

Cameron Court Apartments / "Queens Court"” s o
1980s | Hillsborough St. Apartments known at one time for its high concentration
Private Residence of LGBTQIA+ residents.

Candy Pahl S C H
1990s | W. Hargett St. Legal.

Professional Services

D/S = Building demolished / standing O/C =Business open / closed H = Historic designation
1930s o e 2020s
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Place Name Description Info
Cantina 18 s o
2010s | Daniels St. Owner and ally Jason Smith grew up going to Pullen
Allied Business Memorial Baptist Church. His father is Steve Smith of
McMillian & Smith Law.
Capital Corral / Glitter Gulch s C
1970s | W. Hargett St. Operating from 1976-2011, the CC was a long-running and
Bar/Club very popular place for gay white men of all ages and their

guests to disco dance and socialize. CC was also known for
its racial and sexual discriminatory entry policies.

Capital Leathermen s C
1990s | W. Hargett St. Meeting space in the video room of Capital Corral and
Bar/Club Glitter Gluch.

Capitol Blvd News s o
1990s | Capital Blvd. Erotica shop still in business as Adult Super Center -
Adult Bookstore/Cruising Spot Capital Boulevard News.

Cardinal Room / Andrew Johnson Hotel D C
1960s | W. Martin St. Located adjacent to the Andrew Johnson Hotel, the
Bar/Club Cardinal Room was an early example of a tavern where

men and women met more openly. The ABC Board revoked
their beer permit in 1966 after undercover agents
investigated reports of "immoral conduct.”

Carolina Aging Alliance (formerly SAGE) S O H
2020s | N. Blount St. Support organization for aging members of the LGBTQIA+
Organization community.

Carolina Counseling Associates s C
1980s | Barrett Dr. Unknown.

Healthcare

Casa Carbone Ristorante s O
1980s | Glenwood Ave. Unknown.

Restaurant

Catherine Hedberg s C
1990s | Cameron St. Counseling.

Healthcare

D/S = Building demolished / standing O/C =Business open / closed H = Historic designation

1930s o e 2020s
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Place Name Description Info
Charlie Goodnight's D O
1980s | W. Morgan St. Students first opened this saloon in 1975 in the same year
Bar/Club as nearby Irregardless restaurant. The comedy club was

later added in 1983. A Sunday-night upstairs bar called
Niko's appeared in 1980s issues of the Damron Guide.

Chateaux Il / Castle News & Video s C

1980s | Capital Blvd. Unknown.

Adult Bookstore/Cruising Spot

Chris Weedy and Jimmy Creech House S O H

1990s | S. Boylan Ave. Some meetings of the Raleigh HIV/AIDS Support Group

Private Residence were held here.

Chris Yetter, York Properties, Inc. D O

1990s | Oberlin Rd. Real Estate; Chris Yetter and his partner were also part of

Professional Services the large early LGBTQIA+ resident presence in the
Oakwood neighborhood.

Church of the Good Shepherd / Shepherd's Table Soup Kitchen S O H

1990s | Hillsborough St. Unknown.

Religious Institution

City Council Chambers, Raleigh Municipal Building s o

1980s | W. Hargett St. Site of the pivotal January 05, 1988 City Council vote to

Political-Related Site expand the City's nondiscrimination ordinance on the basis
of sexual orientation.

City Gallery of Contemporary Art S C H

1980s | S. Blount St. Founded in 1983 as the predecessor to the current CAM

Allied Business organization and gallery space.

City of Oaks School of the Arts (COSA) D C

1990s | S. West St. Owned and operated by Ellen Shepard from 1996-2000.

Recreation

Cloud and Fire Coffee House s ¢

1990s | Hillsborough St. Located in the Hillsborough St Bowling Alley.

Allied Business

Colony Tanning Center s C

1990s | Six Forks Rd. Tanning.

Professional Services

Community Counseling Center with A. Wayne Cannon s C

1990s | S. Wilmington St. Unknown.

Healthcare

D/S = Building demolished / standing O/C =Business open / closed H = Historic designation

1930s o e 2020s
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Place Name Description Info
Community United Church of Christ s O

1970s | Dixie Trl.
Religious Institution

Allied congregation that provided the first long-term
meeting space for St. John's Metropolitan Community
Church (MCC) from 1977-1995. Community UCC also
provided meeting space in their Vaughn Wing for the
Triangle Sports Alliance in the 1990s and is connected with
the establishment of the Raleigh Religious Network for Gay
and Lesiban Equality (RRNGLE).

Cornerstone Builders

1990s | Unknown Unknown.
Allied Business
Crabtree Valley Mall Men's Restrooms s O

1980s | Glenwood Ave.
Adult Bookstore/Cruising Spot police presence.

Described as being a risky area to cruise due to common

Crickets S C
1980s | Capital Blvd.
Allied Business

Bookstore.

Cup A Joe S O H
1990s | Hillsborough St.

Allied Business

Coffee shop opened in 1991 by late owner Dave Sullivan.

David M. Perry, M.Div. Counseling (1) S C
1980s | Raven Rock Dr. Unknown.

Healthcare

David M. Perry, M.Div. Counseling (2) s C
1980s | Six Forks Rd. Unknown.

Healthcare

David M. Perry, M.Div. Counseling (3) S C
1990s | Paverstone Dr. Unknown.

Healthcare

David Sedaris Childhood Home s C
1960s | North Hills Dr. Unknown.

Private Residence

Dean D. Blakeley, MD, Tarboro Road Family Medicine D O
1990s | N. Tarboro St. Unknown.

Healthcare

Deep South the Bar S C H

2000s | S. Dawson St.
Bar/Club

Bar and live music venue that closed December 31, 2018

after 10 years in operation.

D/S = Building demolished / standing

O/C =Business open / closed
1930s o e 2020s

H = Historic designation
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Place Name Description Info

Detour S C

1980s | Capital Blvd. A two-building gay bar with rear disco dance club

Bar/Club identified in the Damron Guides as having the presence of
"Some Ladies."

Dorothea Dix Hospital (formerly Dix Hill) S C H

1950s | Lake Wheeler Rd. Early state mental health hospital that closed permanently

Healthcare in 2012. Although no LGBTQIA+ conversion treatments

have been specifically documented at Dix Hospital through
research to date, treatments to "cure" LGBTQIA+ patients
were common at these types of facilities in the mid-20th

century.
Dovetail Woodworks and Fine Art S O H
1980s | Commerce PI. One of many LGBTQIA+ owned and operated businesses
Allied Business that opened in the Warehouse District during the 1980s.
Dr. Annie Louise Wilkerson, MD and Francis Aida Epps House s O
1950s | Awls Haven Dr. Dr. Wilkerson was a prominent and groundbreaking
Private Residence medical professional in Raleigh. Assumed but not

confirmed to be a member of the LGBTQIA+ community,
her former home is now a City-owned nature preserve and

park.
Edelstein & Payne Attorneys (1) s O
1980s | W. Peace St. Legal - Worker's Compensation.
Professional Services
Edelstein & Payne Attorneys (2) S O H
2020s | E. Jones St. Legal - Worker's Compensation.
Professional Services
Edenton Street United Methodist Church S O
1990s | W. Edenton St. Participated in World AIDS Day events through the
Religious Institution Triangle AIDS Interfaith Network on December 1, 1994.
Eliza Battle Pittman Auditorium, Saint Mary's School S O H
1980s | Hillsborough St. Unknown.
Recreation
Enchantments (o
1980s | Holly Springs Rd. Unknown.
Allied Business
Enloe Magnet High School s O
1990s | Clarendon Cres. Setting for the LGBTQIA+ activism events of the Enloe Six
Political-Related Site and lan Palmquist.
D/S = Building demolished / standing O/C = Business open / closed H = Historic designation

1930s o e 2020s
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Place Name Description Info

Episcopal Church of the Nativity s o

1990s | Ray Rd. Meeting site for the Triangle Gay Men's Chorus.

Religious Institution

Equality North Carolina S O H

1980s | E. Hargett St. Unknown.

Organization

Est Est Est Restaurant S C H

1980s | W. Hargett St. Unknown.

Restaurant

Executive Lounge / Hotel Carolina D C

1970s | W. Hargett St. Bar in the Hotel Carolina with notably diverse LGBTQIA+

Bar/Club clientele described in Damron Guides as "Blacks frequent,
Raunchy Types-Hustlers, Drags, and other 'Downtown
Types.'

Ex-Log Cabin, The D C

1940s | Fayetteville St. Fayetteville Street beer retail location located 2 or 3 doors

Bar/Club down from the Sir Walter Hotel. An N&O article reported

that police padlocked the doors at one point due to
multiple instances of drunken and disorderly conduct and
patrons of bad character.

Fairmont United Methodist Church S O H

1980s | Clark Ave. Rev. Jimmy Creech began the Raleigh Religious Network

Religious Institution for Gay and Lesbian Equality (RRNGLE) while serving here
from 1987-1990.

Fallout Shelter s O

1990s | S. West St. Queer-friendly Fallout Shelter opened in 1985 hosting punk

Bar/Club rock shows and dance nights.

Families and Friends of People with AIDS/ARC Support Group S C H

1980s | Wake Forest Rd. Unknown.

Organization

Family Services of Wake County S O

1980s | Wake Forest Rd. Unknown.

Healthcare

Fayetteville Street corridor C H

1940s | Fayetteville St. Popular LGBTQIA+ gathering area from the 1940s-1960s,

Adult Bookstore/Cruising Spot likely on the west side of the 300 block in the vicinity of
the Sir Walter Hotel and Ex-Log Cabin.

D/S = Building demolished / standing O/C =Business open / closed H = Historic designation
1930s o e 2020s
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Place Name

Fiction Kitchen
2010s | S. Dawson St.
Allied Business

Info
S O H

Description

Popular, queer-owned vegan/vegetarian restaurant.

Fifteen
2010s | W. Morgan St.
Bar/Club

Unknown.

Fjelsted & Womble Galleries
1990s | S. Blount St.
Allied Business

Unknown.

Flamingos Restaurant
1990s | Glenwood Ave.
Allied Business

Unknown.

Fleming Center Inc., The
1980s | Hayworth Dr.
Healthcare

Counseling; Medical Services.

Flex Nightclub (1)
1990s | S. West St.
Bar/Club

S O
FLEX opened in 1995 with full spectrum clientele, including
"drag queens, go-go boys, and leather daddies." FLEX also
held drag shows and formed a community that responded
to City pushback on drag performances at Legends with
the independent film, "Camp: The Movie."

Flex Nightclub (2)
2020s | W. Hargett St.
Bar/Club

s O

After their property was rezoned, Flex was temporarily
housed in the back of Legends (119 S. Harrington St.) and
has now relocated to a new permanent spot.

Galleria
1980s | Daniels St.
Allied Business

s C
A gift shop called Galleria existed in Cameron Village at 441
Daniels St from 1978-1990.

Gallery C
1990s | Daniels St.
Allied Business

s o
Now located on Blount Street, this art gallery's former
Carmeron Village location exhibited photos of Watson
Brown, a gay retired City of Raleigh Senior Planner who has
received The Order of the Long Leaf Pine for his
photography documenting old buildings in eastern NC.

Garden Accents
1980s | Hillsborough St.
Allied Business

D C H
Unknown.

D/S = Building demolished / standing

O/C =Business open / closed
1930s o e 2020s

3/2025

H = Historic designation
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Place Name

Gary W. Fischer, Hair Waves Studio

1990s | Charles B Root Wynd
Allied Business

3/2025

Info
S C

Description

Located in the 2nd level of the Independence Village of
Olde Raleigh senior living facility.

Gators D C
1990s | Hillsborough St. Unknown.

Bar/Club

Gay and Lesbian Helpline of Wake County s C

1980s | W. Johnson St.
Healthcare

Phone hotline that was available for LGBTQIA+ individuals
in crisis to call for assistance, and advertised in the Front
Page newspaper. Later became one of the organizations
that came together to form Triangle Community Works!
(TCW). Identified from a Yelp search result, it is unknown
if this was the first, only, or one of a number of locations
for the hotline.

Gay Club
1980s | Wade Ave.
Organization

s o
Founded by Willie Pilkington, John Voorhees, and others,
this gay social club held twice-monthly meetings from the
late 1970s-early 1990s in Peace Hall at the Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship of Raleigh (UUFR). The group also
organized discussions and drives centered on political
activism and hosted excursions around Raleigh including
annual Pride PicNics at nearby parks, with additional
organizing activites occurring at their private residences.

Gay Persons Gathering Events s C
1980s | Morningside Dr. Unknown.

Organization

Glenwood S C H
1980s | Glenwood Ave. Bar opened in the former Mousetrap space in 1984. This
Bar/Club may be a precursor bar or the same establishment as

Glenwood Park, first listed in available Damron Guides at
this location the following year.

Glenwood Park
1980s | Glenwood Ave.
Bar/Club

S C H
Popular bar in the mid- to late-1980s and notable for its
higher concentration of female patrons, as highlighted in
available Damron Guides.

D/S = Building demolished / standing

O/C =Business open / closed
1930s o e 2020s

H = Historic designation
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Place Name

Description Info

Glenwood South Galleries / Glenwood South Antiques and Fine Art s C

1980s | Glenwood Ave.
Allied Business

Antiques dealership of W. Samuel Tarlton from 1985-2009
following the dissolution of his first partnership with
spouse James Craig (Craig and Tarlton, Inc).

Grass Roots Press D C
1980s | W. Peace St. Unknown.

Allied Business

Green Monkey, The (1) S O

2010s | Hillsborough St.
Bar/Club

First brick-and-mortar location opened in 2013 of the
LGBTQIA+ gift shop and bar created by partners Rusty
Sutton & Drew Temple, with business plan support from
Sadlack's Heroes/Berkeley Cafe music manager Rose
Schwetz.

Green Monkey, The (2)

2020s | S. Wilmington St.

S O H
Second location of the LGBTQIA+ gift shop and bar

Bar/Club announced its closure for March 15, 2025.

Greg Warren Designs S O
1990s | W. Jones St. Florist.

Allied Business

Hair by Nature's Way s C
1980s | Hillsborough St. Unknown.

Allied Business

Halifax Park / Halifax Community Center s O

1990s | Halifax St.
Recreation

First location of the Raleigh chapter of Stonewall Sports in
2013, a national LGBTQ and allied philanthropic sports
league. Raleigh's league was founded in part by Raleigh's
first openly LGBTQIA+ city councilmember elected
citywide, Jonathan Lambert-Melton.

Harrelson Hall, NCSU
1970s | Watauga Club Dr.

Adult Bookstore/Cruising Spot

D C
1960s-80s hookup spot for gay male students and non-
students, with the central core restrooms serving as "T-

Rooms."
Hart's Bookstore (1) D C H
1970s | E. Martin St. Unknown.
Adult Bookstore/Cruising Spot
Hart's Bookstore / Our Place (2) D C
1980s | W. Hargett St. Unknown.

Adult Bookstore/Cruising Spot

D/S = Building demolished / standing

O/C =Business open / closed
1930s o e 2020s

3/2025

H = Historic designation
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Place Name Description Info
High Tide Salon S O H
2020s | W. Martin St. Unknown.

Allied Business

Hillsborough Street corridor S O H

1970s | Hillsborough St.
Neighborhood

The Hillsborough Street commercial corridor between
NCSU's campus and Glenwood Avenue, bolstered by
students and a number of active surrounding residential
neighborhoods, has been home to a number of LGBTQIA+-
friendly establishments for decades.

Hippo Wine Bar, The S O H
2020s | E. Martin St. Unknown.

Allied Business

Holiday Inn (300 block of Hillsborough St.) s o

1970s | Hillsborough St.

The strip of Hillsborough Street in front of the Holiday Inn

Adult Bookstore/Cruising Spot became a popular cruising spot in the 1980s after RPD's

sting operation in Nash Square, but was still a risky area
for soliciation arrests.

Holshouser Building, NC State Fairgrounds

1990s | Hillsborough St.
Recreation

s o
A portion of The Names Project AIDS Memorial Quilt was
displayed here on June 13-15, 1992.

Hustead House
1980s | Orton PI.

s C
Named for Scott D. Hustead, a health educator with the

Healthcare NC AIDS Control Program and the Lesbian and Gay Health
Project, this home served as place where people with AIDS
(PWAs) could stay and was protested heavily by neighbors
and some religious groups.

IHOP s C

1980s | Hillsborough St.
Restaurant

A popular mixed clientele hangout, including NC State
students, boarding house renters, and other nearby
neighborhood residents, this restaurant was listed in the
Damron Guides and referenced in the writings of David
Sedaris, who lived across the street in his early career.
IHOP briefly relocated to the new Stanhope student
apartment development from 2015-2020 before closing
permanently.

Innovations
1990s | Hillsborough St.
Allied Business

S C
Leather-Related.

D/S = Building demolished / standing

O/C =Business open / closed
1930s o e 2020s

3/2025

H = Historic designation
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Place Name Description Info
International Books c
1980s | W. Rosemary St. Unknown.

Adult Bookstore/Cruising Spot

Irregardless Café s O
1970s | W. Morgan St. Unknown.

Restaurant

It's A Grind S C
2000s | Falls of Neuse Rd. Anne Abernathy, now deceased, founded the Yahoo Group
Allied Business known as the Silver Roses which met in the back of this

coffee shop at Quail Corners Shopping Center every
Sunday afternoon.

J.C. Raulston House / Lavandula & Labiatae Society S C H
1980s | E. Davie St. Raulston was a NC State professor, horticultural
Private Residence innovator, and a proponent of gay acceptance and

inclusion. He formed the Lavandula Society and hosted the
first gatherings in his home, along with the Labiatae
Society for lesbian gardeners, to create an LGBTQIA+
supportive network in the field.

Jaycee Park, Sand Volleyball Courts S O
1990s | Wade Ave. First established in the 1980s with advocacy work from
Recreation Oakwood resident Rusty Lurwick (for whom the courts are

now named), the Jaycee Park sand volleyball courts have
hosted informal LGBTQIA+ pick-up games and and
socializing opportunities for decades, including Gay Club
activities and now Stonewall Sports.

JC Raulston Arboretum s O

1980s | Beryl Rd. Founded first as the on-campus NCSU Arboretum by J.C.

Recreation Raulston, a horticulturalist and gay acceptance
ambassador.

Jennifer Rakowski, Tristart Homes and Realty s C

1990s | W. Millbrook Rd. Real Estate.

Professional Services

John C. Pittman, MD s C

1990s | N. Boylan Ave. Medical.

Healthcare

D/S = Building demolished / standing O/C = Business open / closed H = Historic designation

1930s o e 2020s
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Place Name Description Info
John Hardy House / Out in Black Magazine s C
1990s | Unknown Founded in the summer of 1996 by John Hardy, an NCSU
Private Residence graduate and Raleigh-based writer, the magazine became

bi-monthly publication with at least 20 issues through
1998. Co-publisher Jerry Harris soon joined, along with
contributors Rodney P. Hunter and Tolanda McKinney.

John Voorhees House / Gay Gatherings site D C

1970s | Mayview Rd. Site of over 30 Gay Gathering meetups around 1979, the

Private Residence precursor to the Raleigh Gay Club.

Kings and Queens Bowling League s O

2010s | Commercial Ave. Claims to be the region's oldest LGBTQ bowling league,

Organization founded in 2016 and hosted at Bowlero Raleigh (formerly
Pleasant Valley AMF Lanes).

Kitty Hawk Tavern, The / Sir Walter Raleigh Hotel S C H

1940s | Fayetteville St. Street-level mixed crowd bar inside the Sir Walter Raleigh

Bar/Club Hotel accessed from the Davie Street entrance. The bar

existing from at least 1942-1967, with known LGBTQIA+
associated years from at least the 1950s.

Le Chateau D C
1980s | Chavis Way Unknown.

Bar/Club

Legends Nightclub (1) s O
1990s | W. Hargett St. The oldest continually-operating gay club in Raleigh, which
Bar/Club first opened here in June 1991 in the closest thing to a

"gayboyhood" that Raleigh has. Since then, Legends has
expanded into a nightclub complex with various rooms
tailored to different vibes, including a small theater space
for drag shows.

Legends Nightclub (2) S O H
2020s | W. Cabarrus St. New location of the prominent and long-running Hargett
Bar/Club St space opening in summer 2025.

LGBT Center of Raleigh (1) S O H
2010s | W. Cabarrus St. First location of the center, which was founded in 2010 as
Organization one of the stated goals of Triangle Community Works!

(TCW), a group of allied organizations working to provide
assistance and connection for LGBTQIA+ individuals in
crisis.

D/S = Building demolished / standing O/C =Business open / closed H = Historic designation
1930s o e 2020s
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Place Name Description
LGBT Center of Raleigh (2)

2010s | Hillsborough St. Unknown.
Organization

3/2025

Info
S O

LGBT Center of Raleigh (3)
2010s | S. Harrington St. Unknown.
Organization

LGBT Center of Raleigh (4)
2020s | E. Hargett St. Unknown.
Organization

LGBT Center of Raleigh (5)
2020s | Poplarwood Ct. Unknown.
Organization

LGBT Center of Raleigh (6)
2020s | E. Cabarrus St. Unknown.
Organization

LGBTQ Pride Center (formerly the NC State GLBT Center)

1980s | Watauga Club Dr. NC State has benefited from a variety of LGBTQIA+

Organization student groups on campus since at least the 1970s,
possibly earlier. Documented organizations include the
LGBTQ Pride Center (current); GLBT Center (Fall 2007-
2018);Bisexuals, Gays, Lesbians and Allies - or BGLA (mid-
1990s); Gay and Lesbian Christian Alliance (began 1978)
advised by Rev. Willie White, which later became a
member of the Cooperative Campus Ministries housed in
"The Nub" (door just inside and to the left of Talley
Student center entrance off Cates Ave).

s O

Longview Estate (The Poe House) s O
1990s | Poe Dr. Site of 1994 14th Crape Myrtle Festival.

Organization

Mary and George Green Farm c

1870s | Swift Creek Township Home of a likely early recorded Raleigh LGBTQIA+ couple

Private Residence from 1870-1902. According to newspaper accounts,
George was discovered to have female anatomy during the
autopsy performed at the time of his death.

D/S = Building demolished / standing O/C =Business open / closed
1930s o e 2020s

H = Historic designation
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Place Name Description Info
Mary Renault Society o
1980s | Various Locations Founded as a book club for gay men in Chapel Hill, this
Organization organization still meets for monthly presentations on

various topics in the private homes of its members
throughout the Triangle.

Mary Watson Nooe House S C H
1980s | Perry St. Home of Raleigh City Councilmember (District B, 1987-
Private Residence 1991) during her time of service, who introduced the

motion to update the City's nondiscrimination policy to
add sexual orientation.

May-Mak Plant Farm, Inc. (o)

1980s | Unknown Unknown.

Allied Business

McMillan & Smith Law Office S O H

1990s | W. Martin St. Bob McMillan and Steve Smith were law partners and

Allied Business members of Pullen Memorial Baptist Church, offering
services utilized by LGBTQIA+ community.

Mel Tomlinson Childhood Home D C

1960s | E. Lenoir St. Nationally acclaimed ballet dancer who grew up in Chavis

Private Residence Heights, a public housing project designed by William
Henley Deitrick.

Meredith College (i.e. Spectrum, Spooners, The Canoodlers) s O

2000s | Hillsborough St. Spectrum, a gay/lesbian/bisexual/straight/transgender

Organization alliance group on campus was founded in 2000. Ongoing

research by Meredith professor Daniel Fountain into
previous LGBTQIA+ student groups include: Spooners, The
Canoodlers, and annual "Crushing" events.

Methodist Center s C
1990s | Glenwood Ave. Meeting site for the NC Gay and Lesbian Political Action
Religious Institution Agenda.

Moore Square S O H
1990s | S. Blount St. Site of NC Pride March.

Political-Related Site

Mousetrap, The S C H
1970s | Glenwood Ave. Very popular bar operated by Clayton Jackson and Charles
Bar/Club Heavner from 1974-1982 in the Five Points neighborhood

next to then Colony Theater (now Rialto) before
transitioning to a string of other LGBTQIA+ bars in the
1980-90s.

D/S = Building demolished / standing O/C =Business open / closed H = Historic designation
1930s o e 2020s
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Nash Square Park

1940s | S. McDowell St.

Adult Bookstore/Cruising Spot

Info
S O H
LGBTQIA+ years associated are 1940s through 1980s.

Description

National Organization for Women, NC

1980s | N. Person St.
Organization

S O H
This group does not appear to have a physical location
anymore, but continues to hold annual statewide
conferences frequently based in Raleigh.

National Organization for Women, Raleigh

1980s | Ridgewood Dr.
Organization

s o
This group does not appear to have a physical location
anymore, but met monthly as recently as 2016 in the back
breakroom at 2912 Highwoods Blvd.

NC State Museum of Natural History

1960s | N. Salisbury St.
Adult Bookstore/Cruising Spot

s O
The current pedestrian mall east of the Agriculture
Building, which housed the NC State Museum of Natural
History in its north annex at the time, was used as a
cruising spot as early as 1967.

NCSU Green Room c
1970s | Watauga Club Dr. Location of "Reflections" programs on campus.
Organization

NCSU Stewart Theatre s O

1990s | Watauga Club Dr.
Recreation

Location of performance by the Bill T. Jones/Arnie Zane
Dance Company inside then Talley Student Center.

NCSU Talley Student Center
1990s | Watauga Club Dr.
Organization

s o
Displayed portion of the AIDS quilt on December 1, 1994

NCSU Talley Student Center Annex Cinema (Witherspoon Cinema) s O

1990s | Watauga Club Dr.
Recreation

Unknown.

NCSU Thompson Theatre
1990s | Watauga Club Dr.
Recreation

s o
Home of the University Theatre since 1964, putting on
some LGBTQIA+ friendly plays.

Neptunes Lounge S O H
2010s | W. Martin St. Unknown.

Recreation

New Leaf Bookstore S C H

1970s | N. Bloodworth St.
Allied Business

Started by psychologists Janet Walkiewicz and Lou
Sawyer, specializing in titles relating to women's rights and
alternative lifestyles.

D/S = Building demolished / standing

O/C =Business open / closed
1930s o e 2020s

3/2025

H = Historic designation
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Place Name Description Info

Nice Price Books and Records (1) S O H

1970s | N. Bloodworth St. Unknown.

Allied Business

Nice Price Books and Records (2) S O H

1970s | Hillsborough St. Unknown.

Allied Business

Night Rider, The / Wicked Witch, The s O

2020s | W. South St. Sister bars of Ruby Deluxe.

Bar/Club

Niko's D C

1980s | W. Morgan St. Disco bar located inside Charlie Goodnights that operated

Bar/Club as a gay bar on Sunday nights only in the early 1980s.

North Carolina Legislative Building s o

1990s | W. Jones St. Site of many LGBTQIA+ rights protests and related NCGA

Political-Related Site legislation, such as the passing of HB2 in 2016.

North Carolina Religious Coalition for Marriage Equality (NCRC4ME) s O

1980s | Hillsborough St. Interfaith same-sex marriage advocacy group formed in

Organization 2004 and headquartered at Pullen Memorial Baptist
Church under Jack McKinney.

North Hills Mall, Men's Restrooms o

1980s | Lassiter at North Hills Unknown.

Ave.

North State Clinical Associates D C

1980s | Glenwood Ave. Women's therapy.

Healthcare

Oakwood Historic District S O H

1970s | N. East St. The historic neighborhood's 1970s revitalization and

Neighborhood formation of the Society for the Preservation of Historic

Oakwood (SPHO) was spurred by the white gay male
community moving in.

Oakwood Inn S C H
1980s | N. Bloodworth St. Closed in 2015.

Allied Business

Off the Mall Haircutters S C H
1980s | E. Martin St. Unknown.

Allied Business

D/S = Building demolished / standing O/C =Business open / closed H = Historic designation
1930s o e 2020s
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Place Name Description Info

Office of John Boddie S C H

1970s | W. Morgan St. Legal - Bankruptcy.

Professional Services

Office Tavern, The / Lilly's Pizza S O H

1960s | Glenwood Ave. The "OT" was an early Glenwood bar serving both gay and

Restaurant straight mixed clientele, not specifically advertised as an
LGBTQIA+ space.

Old Village Florist c

1980s | Old Wake Forest Rd. Unknown.

Allied Business

Ollie Reagan, Jr. House s C

1980s | Grimstead Ln. Home of the first president of the Triangle Business and

Private Residence Professional Guild (now Harmony), the greater Raleigh
area's LGBTQIA+ Chamber of Commerce.

Open Mind D C

1980s | Hillsborough St. Retail.

Allied Business

Our Lady of Lourdes Church / Raleigh Dignity s O

1980s | Anderson Dr. Unknown.

Religious Institution

Our Lady of Lourdes Church Parish Center S O

1980s | Anderson Dr. Unknown.

Religious Institution

Paper Plant S C H

1980s | W. Martin St. Popular used bookstore among Raleigh artists. The same

Allied Business retail space was later leased to White Rabbit Books &
Things.

Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG), Triangle Area S O

1990s | Peartree Ln. Meeting documented at this location on May 20, 1993.

Organization

Park Studio Theatre / Theatre Raleigh / Theatre in the Park s O

1980s | Ashe Ave. The former National Guard armory became home to

Recreation Theatre in the Park in 1974.

Party Addicts s O

2020s | Paula St. Unknown.

Bar/Club

D/S = Building demolished / standing O/C = Business open / closed H = Historic designation

1930s o e 2020s
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Pat Sears House / NC Human Rights Fund site

1970s | Mordecai Dr.
Private Residence

3/2025

Info
S C H

Description

Through meetings hosted at his house, Pat Sears helped
form the NC Human Rights Fund, the first public
incorporated 501-C-3 gay organization in NC which
provided affordable legal defense for gay & lesbian people.

Pegasus Plus s o
1980s | Davis Cir. Unknown.

Adult Bookstore/Cruising Spot

Pink Triangle Tours S C H

1990s | W. Martin St.
Professional Services

LGBTQIA+ travel agency operating inside the former
White Rabbit Books space.

Plan One, Inc. D C H
1980s | S. Salisbury St. Insurance.

Professional Services

Players Retreat s O

1960s | Oberlin Rd.
Allied Business

Originally a gathering place popular with the local theater
community. Oral histories note that this long-running
restaurant was the sort of place where closeted gay men
would go for a beer after work "with the guys."
Anecdotally, gay people who were cruising sat at the bar
while the remaining restaurant was general population.

Poole's Diner
2000s | S. McDowell St.
Allied Business

s o
Flagship restaurant of accomplished lesbian chef Ashley
Christensen, opened in December 2007.

Power Company
1980s | Capital Blvd.
Bar/Club

s C
An inclusive nightclub in the King's Plaza Shopping Center
from 1983-84, with the Damron Guide noting "Some
Ladies, Blacks, and 'Drags™ among the crowd. Other longer-
lasting branches appear to have existed in Durham and
Winston-Salem.

D/S = Building demolished / standing

O/C =Business open / closed
1930s o e 2020s

H = Historic designation
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Pride PicNic sites c
1980s | Various Locations Mid-1980s annual social event series hosted by the Gay
Recreation Club at various locations, including the Dorothea Dix

employee retreat property off Tryon Rd, Umstead Park,
and Pullen Park. The 1986 refusal by the Raleigh Parks
Director to allow the event to take place at Pullen Park
was the catalyst event for the expansion of the City's non-
discrimination ordinance to include sexual orientation in

1987.
Pullen Memorial Baptist Church s O
1980s | Hillsborough St. Long-affirming congregation that held funerals for AIDS
Religious Institution vicitims rejected by their home churches in 1980s.

Sacrified membership in the NC Baptist Convention in
1990s by performing same-sex unions. Left American
Baptist Churches due to their proscrastination in codifying
affirmation of the LGBTQIA+ community, of which the
current head clergy Nancy Petty is a member.

Purr Cup Cafe s o
2020s | Prospect Ave. Unknown.

Allied Business

Quail Ridge Books s O
1990s | Wade Ave. This Raleigh institution was one of the first non-LGBTQIA+
Allied Business bookstores to have a dedicated LGBT section at its

location in the Ridgewood Shopping Center. The store has
also hosted live readings with LGBTQia+ authors such as
David Sedaris, a Raleigh native. The shop relocated to its
current North Hills location in 2015.

Queen Bee, The (2) S C

1970s | W. Hargett St. Moved from the Park Central Hotel to this location in 1977

Bar/Club and closed the next year before reopening as the Capital
Corral.

Queen Bee, The / Park Central Hotel (1) D C

1960s | W. Martin St. This mixed clientele bar was located inside the Park

Bar/Club Central Hotel from 1972-76 in the Park Central Hotel. It

moved to 313 W. Hargett St. in 1977, before the Captial
Corral opened in the same building the next year.

D/S = Building demolished / standing O/C =Business open / closed H = Historic designation
1930s o e 2020s
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Radisson Plaza Hotel / Raleigh Plaza Hotel s C
1980s | Fayetteville St. Host site for the 1990 Southeastern Conference for
Political-Related Site Lesbians and Gay Men. Now the Sheraton Hotel.
Rainbow Travel / Ron "Rolo" Fleming, Judie's Professional Travel s C
1990s | Blue Ridge Rd. Travel agency specializing in trip planning for the
Professional Services LGBTQIA+ community.

Raleigh Books c
1980s | Fayetteville St. In available Damron Guides from 1978-1983.

Adult Bookstore/Cruising Spot

Raleigh Civic Center D O
1980s | Fayetteville St. Unknown.

Political-Related Site

Raleigh Ensemble Players s ¢C
1980s | S. Blount St. Founded in 1983 but now closed, this was the first Raleigh
Recreation theatre company to regularly produce work focused on

LGBTQIA+ community life and culture. Originally located in
the Artspace building before moving to Hillsborough
Street in the 2000s.

Raleigh Flea Market S O H

1980s | Hillsborough St. Founded in 1971 by the Stewart family at the Historic

Adult Bookstore/Cruising Spot State Fairgrounds, the Flea Market became a weekend
cruising site in the late 1980s.

Raleigh Friends Meeting House (1) S O H

1970s | Woodburn Rd. The Francis Renfrow Doak Women's Center met here by

Religious Institution 1976.

Raleigh Friends Meeting House (2) s O

1990s | Tower St. Unknown.

Religious Institution

Raleigh HIV/AIDS Support Group (1) s C

1980s | N. Boylan Ave. Weekly meeting location for first of its kind support group

Organization in NC at the home of Chris Weedy begun in 1987.

Raleigh HIV/AIDS Support Group (2) D C H

1980s | Park Dr. Meeting location for support group led by Chris Weedy

Organization and Rev. Jimmy Creech from 1990-1992.

Raleigh Little Theatre S O H

1990s | Pogue St. Known to stage LGBTQ-centered plays and movie

Recreation screenings, such as an HIV/AIDS event on December 24,
1993.

D/S = Building demolished / standing O/C =Business open / closed H = Historic designation

1930s o e 2020s
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Raleigh Memorial Auditorium
1970s | E. South St.
Political-Related Site

3/2025

Info
S O

Description

Triangle Gay Alliance (TGA) sponsored a drag event at
Memorial Auditorium in mid-1972.

Raleigh Religious Network for Gay and Lesbian Equality (RRNGLE) o

1980s | Unknown
Religious Institution

Founded by Rev. Jimmy Creech from 1988-98 in
partnership with affirming religious groups as a theological
discussion group to promote LGBTQIA+ acceptance among
all congregations. RRNGLE joined other groups to form
Triangle Community Works! (TCW).

Randal D. Brown, CPA S O
1990s | N. Bloodworth St. Accounting.

Professional Services

Rathskellar, The S C

1980s | Hillsborough St.
Restaurant

Very hospitable and gay-friendly restaurant from the
1970's on, with many gay regulars, managers, and even
some cross-dressing kitchen and waitstaff.

Raymond's Flowers and Gifts
1980s | Falls of Neuse Rd.
Allied Business

Unknown.

Reader's Corner, The
1980s | Hillsborough St.
Allied Business

Used Bookstore.

Red Rooster, The
1970s | Fairview Rd.
Bar/Club

S C H
Described as an older person's sort of secret gay bar. A
trend among gay bars was to name them after birds.

Rev. Willie White and Robert Pace House

1970s | W. Morgan St.
Private Residence

s C
Formed bible study here that would become St. John's
MCC congregation. Also heavily involved in NCSU
LGBTQIA+ student organizations.

Reynolds Coliseum S O
1980s | Watauga Club Dr. Site of a 1979 Gay and Lesbian rally.

Political-Related Site

Rialto Theater S O H

1970s | Glenwood Ave.
Recreation

Previously the Colony Theater, the Rialto opened in 1989
and was owned by Bill Peebles/Ambassador
Entertainment until the COVID-19 pandemic to showcase
independent films. The theater is also hosts Raleigh's
regular Rocky Horror Picture Show shadow cast.

D/S = Building demolished / standing

O/C =Business open / closed
1930s o e 2020s

H = Historic designation
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Place Name

Richard Jenrette Childhood Home

1930s | Fairview Rd.
Private Residence

3/2025

Info
S C

Description

A gay man, Dick Jenrette was a well-known east coast
historic preservation patron and founder of the Classical
American Homes Preservation Trust, including Ayr Mount
in Hillsborough. He grew up at this address and graduated
from Broughton High Scool.

Robert's Florist s C
1980s | W. Peace St. Unknown.

Allied Business

Ruby Deluxe s O
2010s | S. Salisbury St. Opened in 2015 by Timothy Lemuel, this bar and music
Bar/Club venue is known broadly as a "queer bar" for all LGBTQIA+

individuals and allies.

Sensations (+ Two Snaps Up)
1980s | Yonkers Rd.
Bar/Club

S C
Gay dance club that opened on St. Patrick's Day 1984 and
closed just over one year later. Later became a hip hop
club, which abruptly closed and changed to Two Snaps Up,
intentionally catering to gay crowd in 1990s as a business
decision.

Smith & Kearns Restaurant
1980s | S. Dawson St.
Restaurant

D C
Fronted on Nash Square, like many LGBTQIA+ associated
establishments in Raleigh's history.

So & So Books
2010s | N. Person St.
Allied Business

s o
Included in a 2024 Visit Raleigh LGBT travel guide, noting
"impressive selection of LGBT authors."

Solutions for Better Health
1990s | Bland Rd.
Healthcare

General Health.

Sperry & Associates (+ Alliance of AIDS Services / AIDS Service Agency of Wake( S O H

1980s | S. Harrington St.
Organization

Art Sperry, owner of Capital Corral, owned this building
which housed his advertising firm and leased space to
other GLBT organizations, including: Front Page
newspaper (1980s); AIDS Services Agency of Wake County
(early 1990s); LGBT Center of Raleigh (late 2010s); Alliance
of AIDS Services (as recently as July 2018).

Sportsworld of Raleigh
1980s | Hodges St.
Roller Skating Rink

s C
Gay Club of Raleigh sponsored roller skating events at this
location.

D/S = Building demolished / standing

O/C =Business open / closed
1930s o e 2020s

H = Historic designation
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Place Name Description Info
Spy S C H
2010s | W. Davie St. Included in a Raleigh LGBT travel guide in April 2014.
Bar/Club

St. John's Metropolitan Community Church (1) s O
1970s | Dixie Trl. The first church in the Triangle to be aimed specifically for
Religious Institution the LGBTQIA+ community. Established in 1976 as small

group bible study facilitated by Rev. Willie White and his
partner Robert Pace before affiliating with the MCC later

that year.
St. John's Metropolitan Community Church (2) D O H
1990s | Glenwood Ave. First property purchased by St. John's MCC in 1993. The
Religious Institution congregation worshipped here until 2014 when the building
was sold and demolished.
St. John's Metropolitan Community Church (3) s O
2010s | Maywood Ave. Third known location of St. John's Metropolitan
Religious Institution Community Church (MCC), occupied for about 8 years.
St. John's Metropolitan Community Church (4) S O H
2020s | N. Blount St. St. John's MCC moved to their current location in 2022.
Religious Institution
St. Raphael's Parish s o
1990s | Falls of Neuse Rd. Location for a seminar on Homophobia in Religion and
Religious Institution Society held May 27, 1993.
Stage Four S C H
1980s | E. Hargett St. Listed in the Damron Guides from 1982-83 as having
Bar/Club "Some Ladies" clientele. This building later became home
to the LGBT Center of Raleigh.
State Capitol Grounds S O H
1980s | E. Edenton St. Unknown.

Political-Related Site

Stephanie L. Brooke, MS

1990s | Noble Rd. Counseling.

Healthcare

Stonewalls Tavern s O
2020s | Hillsborough St. Now closed, this LGBTQIA+ friendly bar opened in 2023 in
Bar/Club the former location of the Green Monkey. The owners

previously operated Above & Beyond Ultra Nightclub, now
the location of 440 Nightclub on Hillsborough Street.

D/S = Building demolished / standing O/C =Business open / closed H = Historic designation
1930s o e 2020s
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Place Name Description Info
Storage Auto Service (o
1980s | Old Wake Forest Rd. Unknown.

Allied Business

Studio | and Il Drafthouse Theatres S C
1990s | Hillsborough St. Opened on Feb 20, 1987 as two small screening rooms
Recreation after relocating from the old Studio | Theater spot about 1

block west. Owned in its later years by Ambassador
Entertainment, which also owned the Rialto, Colony
Theater, and eventually Mission Valley movie theater. This
theater closed in 2000.

Studio One Theatre S C H
1980s | Hillsborough St. Previously the Varsity Theatre, this adult movie theater
Recreation was located across from NC State's main campus. Site of

the 1980s Miss Gay Raleigh Pagaent, featuring drag queens
Ginny Tonic (Miss Gay Raleigh 1979), Hot Chocolate (Miss
Gay America 1980), Lolita, Erica Van Court, and Martina
Lee. The theater closed in 1984 and eventually relocated.

Swinger's Bookstore D C
1980s | W. Martin St. A bookstore described as having both straight and gay
Adult Bookstore/Cruising Spot mixed clientele.

Teddy Bear Lounge / Andrew Johnson Hotel Bar (formerly Bland Hotel) D C
1960s | W. Martin St. The bar operated inside the hotel in the 1960-70s, serving
Bar/Club a mixed clientele including traveling salesmen. By the early

1970s, an erotica shop also operated somewhere on
premises and the building was viewed as a seedy and
unsafe location by the general public.

Temple Beth Or

1970s | Creedmoor Rd. Unknown.

Religious Institution

Third Place Coffee House S O H
1980s | Glenwood Ave. LGBTQIA+ teen hangout spot in the late 1990s-early
Restaurant 2000s, providing a nonalcoholic and open environment for

the underage community, having several younger
LGBTQIA+ staff at the time, and offering a variety of free
print media in the early days of the Internet, such as The
Triangle, Front Page, and Raleigh Hatchet.

D/S = Building demolished / standing O/C =Business open / closed H = Historic designation
1930s o e 2020s
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Place Name

Trailways Bus Station / Travelers Junction Café

1970s | S. McDowell St.

Adult Bookstore/Cruising Spot gay men.

3/2025

Info
D O

Description

The bus station café served as a cruising meet-up spot for

Triangle Area Gay Scientists c
1980s | Various Locations Held meetings a various private home addresses.
Organization

Triangle Black Pride / Shades of Pride s o

2010s | Sedgewick Dr.
Organization

Early location of an organization that appears to have
been absorbed into operations of the LGBTQ Center of
Durham.

Triangle Business and Professional Network (TBPN) / Balentine's Cafeteria

1980s | Oberlin Rd.
Organization

D C
North Carolina's first LGBTQIA+ Chamber of Commerce,
now Harmony, held regular lunch meetings here.

Triangle Business and Professional Network (TBPN) / K&W Cafeteria, Room 1

1980s | Woodburn Rd.
Organization

D C
Meeting site of the Triangle Business and Professional
Network, now Harmony.

Triangle Business and Professional Network (TBPN) / Velvet Cloak Inn

1980s | Hillsborough St.
Organization

D C
North Carolina's first LGBTQIA+ Chamber of Commerce,
now Harmony, held regular lunch meetings here.

Triangle Community Works! (TCW)

1990s | Dixie Trl.
Organization

s o
This organization was formed to reduce replicative efforts
and improve coordination and communication amongst
allied groups, including the Gay & Lesbian Helpline of Wake
County, ASPYN, RRNGLE, and others.

Triangle Gay Alliance
1970s | Kinsey St.
Organization

S C H
Gay liberation group headquarters and communal boarding
house led by Bob Bland after his return to NC from NYC
and modeled on his experiences with similar efforts like
the 17th Street Collective. The group had a notably diverse
membership for the time, including gay men, lesbians,
African Americans, and drag queen Jimmi Dee.

Triangle Psychological Center s C
1980s | St. Marys St., Ste. 251 Counseling.

Healthcare

Triangle Sports Alliance s O

1990s | Dixie Trl.
Recreation

Meetings held in the Vaughn Wing of the Community
United Church of Christ (UCC).

D/S = Building demolished / standing

O/C =Business open / closed
1930s o e 2020s

H = Historic designation
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Tucker House S O H
1980s | N. Person St. Unknown.

Allied Business

UNC Rex Hospital s O
1980s | Lake Boone Trl. Unknown.

Healthcare

Under One Roof S C

1980s | Haworth Dr.
Professional Services

Social support component of Johnston County & Wake
County Human Services HIV/STD clinic.

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Raleigh

1970s | Wade Ave.
Religious Institution

s o
The church has a long history of providing meeting space
for LGBTQIA+ support organizations, including: Women's
Culture Collective Coffeehouse at 119 Hawthorne St, Gay
Club, Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG),
and a current Parents of Transgender Offspring monthly
group and hold K-12 sexuality education classes (OWL).
The facility also hosted the statewide National
Organization for Women (NOW) conference in 2023.

US District Court
1990s | New Bern Ave.
Political-Related Site

s o
Submitted in relation to legal case decisions impacting
Raleigh's LGBTQIA+ communities.

VAE Raleigh
1980s | Fayetteville St.
Allied Business

S O H
Originally opened in 1980 at the former White Rabbit
Books location (309 W Martin St) and has sponsored
LGBTQIA+-forward events and exhibits like queer
homecoming.

Vance Apartments, The
1970s | E. Edenton St.
Private Residence

D C H
From the mid-70's, the Vance Apartments enjoyed a large
gay and gay-friendly occupancy and was host to many
after-club parties.

VD Center
1980s | N. Tarboro Rd.
Healthcare

D C

Sponsored by St. John's Metropolitan Community Church
(MCQC).

Vertigo Diner
1990s | S. McDowell St.
Allied Business

s O

Retro lunch and weekend diner listed in the Damron
Guides from 1998-2003.

D/S = Building demolished / standing

O/C =Business open / closed
1930s o e 2020s

H = Historic designation
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Place Name Description Info
W. Samuel "Sam" Tarlton and James Craig House S C H
1990s | Polk St. Home of James Craig and W. Samuel Tarlton,

Private Residence accomplished antiques dealers in partnership from 1969-

1985 as Craig and Tarlton, Inc. They sold to major museums
such as MESDA, the Met, and the White House.

Wake County Health Department S O H

1980s | E. Whitaker Mill Rd. Now called the Wake County Human Services Community

Healthcare Center.

Wake County Health Department Auditorium s o

1990s | Sunnybrook Rd. Unknown.

Healthcare

Wake County Superior Court s O

1990s | S. Salisbury St. Submitted in relation to legal case decisions impacting

Political-Related Site Raleigh's LGBTQIA+ communities.

Walt Whitman Republican Club

1980s | Unknown Unknown.

Political-Related Site

Warehouse District S O H

1970s | W. Hargett St. Raleigh's version of a commercial "gayborhood" with

Neighborhood several clubs, support organizations, and LGBTQIA+-owned
or allied businesses located in the area.

West at North Condominiums s C

2010s | N. Harrington St. Unknown.

Private Residence

White Rabbit Books & Things (1) / Front Page Newspaper S C H

1990s | W. Martin St. Long-running LGBTQIA+ bookstore owned by John Neal in

Allied Business the Warehouse District from 1991-2010. The Front Page

LGBTQIA+ newspaper was printed out of the back before
moving to a digital format in the 1990s and eventually
merging with Charlotte-based Q-Notes in 2006.

White Rabbit Books & Things (2) D C

2000s | W. Hargett St. Short-lived second location of the popular bookstore after

Allied Business selling to the Charlotte-based owner of the Q-Notes
publication.

William B. Umstead State Park s O

1980s | Glenwood Ave. Site of the 3rd and 4th Pride PicNic events in 1984-85,

Recreation sponsored by the Gay Club.

D/S = Building demolished / standing O/C =Business open / closed H = Historic designation

1930s o e 2020s
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Place Name Description Info

William Peace University (formerly Peace College) S O H

2010s | E. Peace St. Formerly a women's college, with notable alumna lesbian

Organization comedian Emily "Fortune" Feimster attending from 1998-
2002.

William Strickland Interiors D O

1990s | W. Johnson St. Unknown.

Allied Business

William-Cozart Antiques S H

1980s | S. Harrington St. One of many LGBTQIA+ owned and operated businesses

Allied Business that opened in the Warehouse District during the 1980s.

Willie D. Pilkington and John Dilley House / Gay Club planning site S O H

1980s | N. Boundary St. Mr. Pilkington, an organizer of Gay Club and publisher of

Private Residence the GLBT Report, provided an oral history interview for
this project.

WLLE Radio Station Site D

1980s | Maywood Ave. Black-owned radio station that interviewed LGBTQIA+

Allied Business individuals to discuss discriminatory practices and other

community challenges in the city. After being off-air for
several years, the station returned via internet streaming

in 2020.
Womble & Fussell, Inc. s C
1990s | Six Forks Rd. Limousine Service.
Allied Business
Women's Center S O H
1990s | E. Hargett St. County-owned counseling facility.
Healthcare
Women's Culture Collective Coffeehouse S O H
1970s | Hawthorne Rd. The Women's Culture Collective group hosted a women's
Religious Institution social coffeehouse in this bungalow owned by the
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Raleigh (UUFR).
WORK. Nightclub s C
2020s | Fayetteville St. Short-lived nightclub opened in 2020 or 2021 0on
Bar/Club Fayetteville Street one block from the State Capitol
Building.
Wrenn House S O H
1990s | W. Morgan St. Shelter for LGBTQIA+ youth rejected by their families.
Healthcare
D/S = Building demolished / standing O/C = Business open / closed H = Historic designation

1930s o e 2020s
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Place Name Description Info

Young Street / "Queen Street" neighborhood s O

1970s | Young St. Collection of modest 1930-40s brick houses along Young

Neighborhood St between Wake Forest Rd and Ann St where gay men
bought and rented to each other.

YWCA Building D C H

1970s | E. Hargett St. Unknown.

Allied Business

Zebra's c

1980s | Poole Rd. A popular nightclub for Raleigh's Black LGBTQIA+

Bar/Club population in the 1980s, the exact address is currently
unknown.

D/S = Building demolished / standing O/C =Business open / closed H = Historic designation

1930s o e 2020s
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