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Project Scope
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An architectural survey update of historic 
buildings, sites, and neighborhoods important
to Raleigh’s Black history and heritage.

Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places
Project Scope



Oral histories
•6 oral histories were completed
•Transcriptions are in progress
•Digitization will be complete by June 2024

Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places
Project Scope
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Study Results
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This project identified and documented 
properties that had not been surveyed 
previously.

Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places



Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places

Special emphasis was placed on:
• churches
• entertainment venues constructed 

between 1945 and 1975
• places associated with the Civil Rights 

Movement
• properties designed/constructed by 

African American architects and 
building professionals

• Biltmore Hills



Raleigh’s 1975 
municipal limits 

defined the Study 
Area, roughly 
33,000 acres

Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places



What is the Study List?
• Informal list of properties considered 

good candidates for listing on the 
National Register of Historic Places

• Does not mandate or  insure National 
Register listing.

• Properties generally must be over 50 
years of age, have significance, and 
“integrity.”

Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places Study 



Biltmore Hills





Biltmore Hills Homes

Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places Study 



Biltmore Hills Homes
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Cedarwood 
Country 
Estates



Cedarwood Estates Homes
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Entertainment Venues: Lincoln Theatre

Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places Study 



Black Architects & Builders

Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places Study 

Calvin Esau Lightner 
(1878–1960)

Capehart-Lightner House



Churches

Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places Study 

Religious properties are 
ineligible for the National 

Register unless they derive 
significance from 

architectural or artistic 
distinction or historical 

importance



Churches
Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places Study 

Davie Street Presbyterian Church

Also associated with 
Calvin Esau Lightner



Churches
Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places Study 

St. Matthew AME Church



Churches
Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places Study 

Lily of the Valley Free Will Baptist Church



Churches
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Union Baptist Church



Churches
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Maple Temple Christian Church



Churches
Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places Study 

Grace AME Zion Church



Churches
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United Full Gospel Tabernacle



Churches
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Young Missionary Temple CME Church



Churches

Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places Study 

Calvary Apostolic Church



Churches
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Providence United Holy Church



Churches
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Pentecostal Holiness Church



Churches
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First Church of God Ministries



Churches
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Church of God of East Raleigh



Churches

Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places Study 

Martin Street Baptist Church



Churches
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Grace Baptist Church



Churches
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Piney Grove AME Church



Churches
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Highland Baptist Church



Churches
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Fayetteville Street Baptist Church



Churches
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Wesleyan First Church of Deliverance



Churches

Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places Study 

Morning Star Missionary Baptist Church



Thank You



Not Recommended for Study List

Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places Study 

Within each focus area important places were identified that 
were not recommended for the Study List.



Entertainment Venues

Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places Study 

• Nearly all sites suggested at previous community meetings 
have been demolished

• National Register: John Chavis Memorial Park
• Community Centers were not researched



Civil Rights

Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places Study 

Meeting Places
Demolished: First Congregational Church, Bloodworth YMCA, Greenleaf 
Auditorium
National Register: John Chavis Memorial Park

Protest Sites (most on Fayetteville Street)
National Register: Woolworths, Eckerd's Drug Store, McLellan's
National Register & Raleigh Historic Landmark: Walgreens 
Drug Store, Cromley’s Sir Walter Drug Store
Not designated: Hudson-Belk, Kress, Woolworth's Cameron Village



Civil Rights

Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places Study 

Protest Sites - continued
Demolished: S & W Cafeteria, Honakers Sandwich Shop, the Andrew 
Johnson Motel, the Velvet Cloak Inn, Hillsborough Street YMCA, Gateway 
Restaurant, The News & Observer offices (to be demolished)

People
Recommended for future study



Black Architects & Builders

Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places Study 

Henry Beard Delany (1858-1928)
• Saint Augustine’s Chapel (Raleigh Historic Landmark/National 

Register) & Library (National Register)

John W. Holmes (1872-1945)
• St Agnes Hospital (National Register)
• Thomas Memorial Building (demolished)



Black Architects & Builders

Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places Study 

Gaston Alonzo Edwards (1875-1943)
• Prince Hall Masonic Temple (Raleigh Historic Landmark /National Register)

• St. Paul AME Church (Raleigh Historic Landmark /National Register)
• Tyler Hall (RHL/National Register)

Willie Edward Jenkins (1923-1988)
• Dandridge Downs (demolished)



Black Architects & Builders

Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places Study 

John Wesley Winters, Sr (1920-2004)
• Many real estate projects and homes identified
• Focus on Biltmore Hills and Cedarwood Country Estates



Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic 
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Tania Tully, Preservation Planning Supervisor

Next Steps



Recommendations for Future Study
Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places Study 

• Real Estate Development Projects of John Winters

• African American Architects and Builders through 
Education

• The impact of mid-to-late-20th century 
infrastructure and renewal projects



Next Steps: Recommendations for Future Study
Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places Study 

• People of the Civil Rights Movement

• Raleigh Black Churches

• Updating designation reports to include 
civil rights significance



Next Steps: Recommendations for Future Study
Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places Study 

What is your priority?

Share your thoughts today!



• Federal program
• Administered by the 

National Park Service 
and state governments

• Does not restrict an 
owner in any way 
unless the owner 
obtains historic 
preservation tax 
credits

Next Steps: What Designation Means
Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places Study 

Historic Overlay DistrictsRaleigh Historic Landmarks
National Register of 
Historic Places 

• A local historic 
designation

• Individual buildings and 
places

• Official local ordinance
• Reduced property taxes 

and design assistance
• Subject to design review 

process for exterior 
changes

• For neighborhoods with 
identified historic assets

• Design review process 
that prioritizes 
preservation of historic 
building features and 
overall exterior 
appearance



Next Steps: Celebrating without Designating
Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places Study 

Consider non-regulatory options to celebrate culturally 
important places

• Physical changes to a building can make historic designation 
difficult due to current requirements.
• Not everyone want their property to be subject to a design 
review process

No active non-regulatory programs exist in Raleigh



Next Steps: Celebrating without Designating
Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places Study 

Heritage Communities – Greensboro, NC
• Process for recognizing history of neighborhoods
• No regulation or designated Historic status



Next Steps: Celebrating without Designating
Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places Study 

Historic Marker Program – Winston-Salem, NC
• Provides a visual documentation of history
• Could be expensive to implement



Next Steps: Celebrating without Designating
Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places Study 

Historic Guidebook – Kansas City, Missouri
• Book available for purchase that describes the city’s 

history and buildings



Next Steps: Celebrating without Designating
Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places Study 

History Here/There’s a Story Here – San Antonio, TX
• Process for recognizing history of neighborhoods
• Crowd sourced



Next Steps: Celebrating without Designating
Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places Study 

Legacy Business Program – San Antonio, TX
• Recognizes the role businesses have played in shaping 

the city's culture and economy



Next Steps: Celebrating without Designating
Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places Study 

Cultural Districts - Raleigh, NC
• Inactive program designed to promote the districts 

and heritage trails to showcase Raleigh's cultural 
importance



Next Steps: Celebrating without Designating
Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places Study 

Raleigh Historic Development Commission (RHDC)

RHDC’s current annual work program includes investigating non-
regulatory recognition programs.  This will spring from the 
summer 2023 intern work and include future community 
engagement opportunities.



Next Steps: Celebrating without Designating
Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places Study 

Do you have ideas?

Share them with us today or add them in the online 
survey!

www.engage.raleighnc.gov/blackhistory



 Receive comments on draft report (November 14 – December 
15, 2023)
 Draft presented to the Raleigh Historic Development 

Commission (Anticipated December 2023)
 Final report presented to the Raleigh City Council (After report 

acceptance by RHDC)
 Identified properties submitted to the North Carolina National 

Register Advisory Committee (2024)

Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places
Next Steps - Timeline



• Project page on raleighnc.gov (Search: Building History)
• Online survey open until 12/15
• Summary and recording of tonight's meeting
• historicpreservation@raleighnc.gov or 919-996-4478

How to Reach Us

Helpful Project FYIs



Questions?
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