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Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places
Project Scope

An architectural survey update of historic
buildings, sites, and neighborhoods important
to Raleigh’s Black history and heritage.



Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places
Project Scope

Oral histories
e 6 oral histories were completed
e Transcriptions are in progress
e Digitization will be complete by June 2024
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online survey
now until
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Study Results
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Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places

Special emphasis was placed on:
e churches

 entertainment venues constructed
between 1945 and 1975

* places associated with the Civil Rights
Movement

 properties designed/constructed by
African American architects and
building professionals

e Biltmore Hills




Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places

Brookhaven

Raleigh’s
e defined the Study
R Area, roughly
¢ 33,000 acres

Rhamkatts

...............



Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places Study

What is the Study List?

* Informal list of properties considered
good candidates for listing on the
National Register of Historic Places

f  Does not mandate or insure National
Register listing.

=8 « Properties generally must be over 50
years of age, have significance, and
“integrity.”
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REGISTER FOR BIG PRIZES
GRAND PRIZE — A NEW PORTABLE TELEVISION SET

Prizes for runner-up winners include mary of the most wented emall
SPECIAL BONUS PRIZE — If the family winning the Grand Prize hos a
depanit on a Bllimere Hills home [price 1o 530 P, M, November &, 1553)
they will also receive A FREE DELUXE "CALORIC™ GAS RAMGE. FREE

GIFTS BALORE — everyone visiting the Biltmone Hills Model Herma to-
dey will receive FREE Balloons ® FREE Buttons @ FREE Pepsi-Coo @ FREE
Kiddy Rides

FREE GIFTS GALORE — sveryons visiting the Biltrmore Hills Madel
Heme tedoy will receive FREE GIFTS!

* FREE BALLOONS * FREE BUTTONS
* FREE PEPSI COLA  + FREE KIDDIE RIDES

MODEL HOME NOW OPEN FOR INSPECTION

AT LA

Tre new Biltrmore Hills (s a coe

ST! Here ks a modern subdivision for colored families |

Iy plormed community of ottractive
homes on  besutifully  lancscoped ot ALL CITY
|EMCES becouse Eiltmore Hills is INSIDE THE CITY LIMITS!

Come out today and see how easy 11 s to own a home of your own in the

new rore Hills = Raleigh's newest exclusive colored subdivision,

GENEROUS FINANCING

IF veu com qualify far an "FHA 221" 40-vear loan, MO DOWN PAY-
MENT s required] Closipg costs one just $230.00. Monthly payments
erg LESS THAN $50.00!

FREE BUS SERVICE

'
Tesday m apwcial PREE bus will run from the Pad Office
[ese, Fapettawilie &
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Buile by ria Saurk's lading Revidential developer
SALES REPRESENTATIVE: John'W, Wirters & Ca., 507 E. Marfin S,
Phone TE 3.5251
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Biltmore Hills Homes
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Biltmore Hills Homes
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Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places Study

Cedarwood Estates Homes
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Entertainment Venues: Lincoln Theatre
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Black Architects & Builders

Calvin Esau Lightner
(1878-1960)

Capehart-Lightner House
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Churches
EBAPTIST
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Churches

Davie Street Presbyterian Church

Also associated with
Calvin Esau Lightner
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Churches
St. Matthew AME Church
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Churches
Lily of the Valley Free Will Baptist Church




Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places Study

Churches

Union Baptist Church
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Churches

Maple Temple Christian Church
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Churches
Grace AME Zion Church
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Churches

United Full Gospel Tabernacle

o
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Churches

Young Missionary Temple CME Church
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Churches

Calvary Apostolic Church
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Churches

Providence United Holy Church
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Churches
Pentecostal Holiness Church
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Churches
First Church of God Ministries
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Churches
Church of God of East Raleigh

RE ms"m'
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Churches
Martin Street Baptist Church
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Churches
Grace Baptlst Church
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Churches
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Churches
Highland Baptist Church
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Churches

Fayetteville Street Baptist Church
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Churches
Wesleyan First Church of Deliverance
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Churches
Morning St nary
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Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places Study
Not Recommended for Study List

Within each focus area important places were identified that
were not recommended for the Study List.
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Entertainment Venues

* Nearly all sites suggested at previous community meetings
have been demolished

* National Register: John Chavis Memorial Park
e Community Centers were not researched



Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places Study
Civil Rights

Meeting Places

Demolished: First Congregational Church, Bloodworth YMCA, Greenleaf
Auditorium

National Register: John Chavis Memorial Park

Protest Sites (most on Fayetteville Street)

National Register: Woolworths, Eckerd's Drug Store, McLellan's
National Register & Raleigh Historic Landmark: Walgreens

Drug Store, Cromley’s Sir Walter Drug Store

Not designated: Hudson-Belk, Kress, Woolworth's Cameron Village




Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places Study
Civil Rights

Protest Sites - continued
Demolished: S & W Cafeteria, Honakers Sandwich Shop, the Andrew
Johnson Motel, the Velvet Cloak Inn, Hillsborough Street YMCA, Gateway

Restaurant, The News & Observer offices (to be demolished)

People
Recommended for future study
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Black Architects & Builders
Henry Beard Delany (1858-1928)

 Saint Augustine’s Chapel (Raleigh Historic Landmark/National
Register) & Library (National Register)

John W. Holmes (1872-1945)
« St Agnes Hospital (National Register)

 Thomas Memorial Building (demolished)
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Black Architects & Builders
Gaston Alonzo Edwards (1875-1943)
* Prince Hall Masonic Temple (Raleigh Historic Landmark /National Register)
 St. Paul AME Church (Raleigh Historic Landmark /National Register)
* Tyler Hall (RHL/National Register)

Willie Edward Jenkins (1923-1988)
e Dandridge Downs (demolished)
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Black Architects & Builders
John Wesley Winters, Sr (1920-2004)
* Many real estate projects and homes identified
* Focus on Biltmore Hills and Cedarwood Country Estates

Watch The Progress of the Construction
OF A
BEAUTIFUL HOME

FOR

Mr. & Mrs. Perrf,_f_ Grutchfield

623 (‘ini’r, Street l
1

|
I [!\\. “'\l‘I
I

TE 3-3351



Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic
Places: 1945-1975

Next Steps

Tania Tully, Preservation Planning Supervisor
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Recommendations for Future Study

* Real Estate Development Projects of John Winters

* African American Architects and Builders through
Education

* The impact of mid-to-late-20th century
infrastructure and renewal projects
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Next Steps: Recommendations for Future Study

* People of the Civil Rights Movement
* Raleigh Black Churches

* Updating designation reports to include
civil rights significance
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Next Steps: Recommendations for Future Study

What is your priority?

Share your thoughts today!
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Next Steps: What Designation Means

Raleigh Historic Landmarks

* Alocal historic
designation

* Individual buildings and
places

e Official local ordinance

* Reduced property taxes
and design assistance

e Subject to design review
process for exterior
changes

Historic Overlay Districts

National Register of

For neighborhoods with | ¢

Historic Places

Federal program

identified historic assets | * Administered by the

Design review process
that prioritizes
preservation of historic |
building features and
overall exterior
appearance

National Park Service
and state governments
Does not restrict an
owner in any way
unless the owner
obtains historic
preservation tax
credits



Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places Study
Next Steps: Celebrating without Designating

Consider non-regulatory options to celebrate culturally
important places

* Physical changes to a building can make historic designation
difficult due to current requirements.

* Not everyone want their property to be subject to a design
review process

No active non-regulatory programs exist in Raleigh
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Next Steps: Celebrating without Designating

Heritage Communities — Greensboro, NC
* Process for recognizing history of neighborhoods
* No regulation or designated Historic status

The Story

The story of Guilford College/New Garden
begins around 1750 with Quaker settlers
emigrating from Pennsylvania and New England.
They formed a worship group and erected a
meeting house approximately six miles west of
the present center of Greensboro.

A stone on the Guilford College campus marks

a comer of the property purchased in 1757 for New Ga rden

New Garden Friends Meeting and Burial Ground.

.
New Garden was a peaceful farming village H e r I ta e
when British and American soldiers skirmished g
on the morning of March 15, 1781 leading up to .
the Battle of Guilford Courthouse. The meeting c m m u n It
house was used as a field hospital and Quakers y
cared for wounded soldiers and buried the dead.
Quakers were actively involved in the anti

slavery mavement and New Garden was part .
of the network of trails and safe places used by A Guide to

runaway slaves. The first documented case of Historical Markers &

Underground Railroad activity was in 1819 when Points of Int t

i n
Snd'even tholgh we grosbranches of owr cwn, . Vestal Coffin aided local slave John Dimrey. oints o eres
We remain tied to our roots:* e After the Civil War New Garden Quakers helped

previously enslaved African Americans to X X
establish communities such as Collins Grove, The Heritage Community

Persimmon Grove and Woodyside. Progr'am recognizes areas
of Greensboro that have
important stories to tell

GREENSBORO about the City’s past

H CARGLINA

greensboro-nc.gov/HeritageCommunities
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Next Steps: Celebrating without Designating

Historic Marker Program — Winston-Salem, NC
* Provides a visual documentation of history
e Could be expensive to implement

o

MAY NAI H.'luF.'D FIELD

B el =m

B . | eikabl. e Fe
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Next Steps: Celebrating without Designating

Historic Guidebook — Kansas City, Missouri
 Book available for purchase that describes the city’s

history and buildings Kansas
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Next Steps: Celebrating without Designating

History Here/There’s a Story Here — San Antonio, TX
* Process for recognizing history of neighborhoods
 Crowd sourced

there's a

story

here
e e
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Next Steps: Celebrating without Designating

Legacy Business Program — San Antonio, TX
 Recognizes the role businesses have played in shaping
the city's culture and economy

. a FRIED e
» W CHICKEN-TO- GO AT
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Next Steps: Celebrating without Designating

Cultural Districts - Raleigh, NC

* Inactive program designed to promote the districts
and heritage trails to showcase Raleigh's cultural
Importance
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Next Steps: Celebrating without Designating

Raleigh Historic Development Commission (RHDC)

RHDC's current annual work program includes investigating non-
regulatory recognition programs. This will spring from the
summer 2023 intern work and include future community

engagement opportunities.
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Next Steps: Celebrating without Designating

Do you have ideas?

Share them with us today or add them in the online
survey!

www.engage.raleighnc.gov/blackhistory



Raleigh's Black Heritage and Historic Places
Next Steps - Timeline

= Receive comments on draft report (November 14 — December
15, 2023)

= Draft presented to the Raleigh Historic Development
Commission (Anticipated December 2023)

= Final report presented to the Raleigh City Council (After report
acceptance by RHDC)

= |dentified properties submitted to the North Carolina National
Register Advisory Committee (2024)



Helpful Project FYls

How to Reach Us
* Project page on raleighnc.gov (Search: Building History)

* Online survey open until 12/15
« Summary and recording of tonight's meeting
* historicpreservation@raleighnc.gov or 919-996-4478



Questions?
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