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APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS – STAFF REPORT 

 

015-18-CA 411 AND 417 N BLOUNT STREET 

Applicant: BRANDY THOMPSON 

Received: 1/10/2018 Meeting Date(s): 

Submission date + 90 days:  4/10/2018 1) 2/22/2018 2)  3)  

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE APPLICATION 

 

Historic District: BLOUNT STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT 

Zoning: HOD-G 

Nature of Project: Implement master landscape plan: Remove existing gravel areas; pave a 16’ 

wide driveway; install paved parking areas; install new grass/sod/lawn; install foundation 

plantings, screening plantings and trees; construct 4’ wide Chapel Hill grit walkway 

 

APPLICABLE SECTIONS OF GUIDELINES and DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 

 

Sections Topic Description of Work 

1.3 Site Features and Plantings Implement master landscape plan: Remove existing 

gravel areas; pave a 16’ wide driveway; install paved 

parking areas; install new grass/sod/lawn; install 

foundation plantings, screening plantings and trees; 

construct 4’ wide Chapel Hill grit walkway 

1.5 Walkways, Driveways and 

Offstreet Parking 

Remove existing gravel areas; pave a 16’ wide 

driveway; install paved parking areas; construct 4’ 

wide Chapel Hill grit walkway 

            

 

 

STAFF REPORT 

 

Based on the information contained in the application and staff’s evaluation: 

 

A. Implementation of a master landscape plan, including removing existing gravel areas; 

paving a 16’ wide driveway; installing paved parking areas; installing new grass/sod/lawn; 

installing foundation plantings, screening plantings and trees; and constructing a 4’ wide 

Chapel Hill grit walkway is not incongruous in concept according to Guidelines 1.3.1, 1.3.2, 

1.3.3, 1.3.4, 1.3.7, 1.3.8, 1.3.9, 1.3.13, 1.5.1, 1.5.3, 1.5.4, 1.5.5, 1.5.6, 1.5.7, 1.5.8, 1.5.9, 1.5.10, and 

the following suggested facts: 

1* In the statement of significance, the National Register nomination for the North Blount 

Street Historic District addresses the role of the district’s landscape, especially “the presence 
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of linking elements such as stretches of brick sidewalk, granite curbs and the numerous 

great oaks and magnolias.” 

2* From the National Register nomination for the North Blount Street Historic District: “The 

house at 417 North Blount, built in 1878 for Mrs. Betty Strange, is an excellent example of 

the eclectic, Victorian, middle-class home of the late 1870s.”  No mention was made of the 

landscape or individual landscape features in the nomination. 

3* The property at 411 N Blount St includes the Andrews-Duncan carriage house at the rear.  

The primary residence was demolished previously. 

4* No detailed information on the existing and proposed built area to open space was 

provided by the applicant, although the site plan drawings appear to illustrate a reduction 

in the total paved area. 

5* The two properties were previously owned by the state, with the buildings used for offices 

and the rear areas used for parking.  The applicant provided photographs illustrating the 

mix of gravel, dirt and grass in the parking areas. 

6* The proposal is to formalize and screen the rear parking area, with asphalt-paved parking 

flanking an asphalt driveway that runs across both lots.  The applicant states that “the drive 

and parking asphalt will have aggregate rolled into the surface to better blend it into the 

historic setting.” 

7* An approved master plan COA (106-06-CA) of the blocks roughly bounded by Wilmington 

St, E Lane St, N Person St and E Peace St was previously approved by the COA committee 

with multiple renewals over the years.  The applicant’s proposal appears to meet the spirit 

of the approved master plan. 

8* The applicant’s proposal includes the addition of foundation plantings around the Higgs-

Coble-Helms House, as well as adding screening plantings around the parking areas and 

planting seven new trees.    

9* The two properties include nine trees over 8” in diameter that are subject to review, 

including two which are on or over the north property line at 421 N Blount St.  All trees are 

proposed to be retained. 

10* A tree protection plan was included in the application, and was prepared by a North 

Carolina licensed landscape architect. 
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11* A concrete sidewalk is proposed to lead to the Andrews-Duncan Carriage House.  A 

concrete walk is proposed to connect the parking area behind the Higgs-Coble-Helms 

House to a 4’ wide Chapel Hill grit path that leads to the front brick walkway. 

12* The existing brick sidewalk parallel to Blount St and the brick front walkway leading to the 

Higgs-Coble-Helms House are not proposed to change. 

13* The applicant provided information about the granite curb and brick sidewalk at the south 

end of the driveway on E North St, although the restoration of these elements is not 

included in the scope of this application.  

 

 

Staff suggests that the committee approve the application with the following conditions: 

 

1. That tree protection plans be implemented and remain in place for the duration of 

construction. 














































