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APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS – STAFF REPORT 
 
024-18-CA 3108 HILLMER DRIVE 
Applicant: MATTHEW HOBBS 
Received: 2/05/2018 Meeting Date(s): 
Submission date + 90 days:  5/6/2018 1) 3/22/2018 2)  3)  
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE APPLICATION 
 
Raleigh Historic Landmark: NATHANIEL CRABTREE JONES HOUSE 
Nature of Project: Construct front porch with stone steps 
Staff Notes: 

• The applicant has received approval for previous COA applications: 
o Minor Work Application (031-18-MW): Install landings and roof coverings for 

four doorways; construct porch for non-contributing garage 
o Major Work Application (150-15-CA): Construct 2-story rear addition; enclose 

side porch; rebuild porch wall with new windows; construct new front porch; 
alter roof covering; alter garage wall; construct driveway; grade front yard. 

• COAs mentioned are available for review. 
 

APPLICABLE SECTIONS OF GUIDELINES and DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 
 

Sections Topic Description of Work 
2.8 Porches Construct front porch with stone steps 

 
STAFF REPORT 

 
Based on the information contained in the application and staff’s evaluation: 

 
A. Constructing a front porch with stone steps is not incongruous according to Guidelines 2.8.1, 

2.8.6, 2.8.10 and the following suggested facts: 

1* The 2-story Crabtree Jones House was first designated a Raleigh Historic Landmark in 1969.  

In 2013, to prevent demolition, a COA was approved (005-13-CA) to relocate the house to its 

current site (roughly 500 feet away).   

2* In 2015, after the 2014 move, the house was re-designated a Raleigh Historic Landmark at 

3108 Hillmer Drive. 

3* A 20th century front porch was demolished prior to relocation.  This COA fulfills one of the 

conditions of the 2013 COA. 

4* The 2015 landmark designation report states: “Although the house has no front porch since 

the removal of a twentieth-century porch in anticipation of the move, physical evidence 
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suggests and old photographs document the presence of earlier porches. Pilasters frame the 

front entrance and ghost marks indicate the former presence of a covered stoop or small 

entrance porch. Other ghost marks between the two stories of the center block show that a 

pedimented roof once sheltered the centermost entrance bay, and another set of marks 

indicates a full-width front porch at another time. During much of the twentieth century 

and until shortly before the house was moved, the house had a broad front porch.” And 

“Documentary photos show that the Greek Revival-style front porch was replaced with a 

Picturesque-style single-story porch that sheltered the center three bays of the façade. The 

porch featured lacy sawnwork detailing and paired slender posts and was of a type 

commonly built in Wake County after the Civil War.  That porch likely dates to around 

1870. It was, in turn, replaced by another, likely in either the 1915 or 1922 remodeling. The 

twentieth-century porch was the full width of the two-story section with a hipped roof and 

had sturdy-looking squared columns.” The application provides photos and descriptions of 

the front porch design and arrangement of three (3) nearby properties of similar style and 

design: White Oak Plantation (Clayton), the White-Holman House (Raleigh), and Ayr 

Mount (Hillsborough).    

5* The proposed porch is appropriate in design to the first period of the house (ca. 1810). 

6* A permanent porch is required to meet building code requirements and will protect the 

entrance and entry door from water intrusion. 

7* The porch will be constructed of all exterior-grade wood and painted to match the house. 

Balusters will be square turned diagonally. 

8* The foundation will be constructed of brick that matches the foundation of the house and 

laid in Flemish bond. 

9* The front steps of the porch will be constructed of granite and are believed to be the original 

front steps to the house (per application). 

10* The porch roof will be constructed of hand-formed standing-seam, double-crimped 

unfinished copper. 

 

Staff suggests that the committee approve the application. 
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