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APPLICANT:
MATT TOMASULO

Nature of Project: 
Relocate existing house
from 523 S West St;
Construct new foundation
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APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS – STAFF REPORT 

 

033-18-CA 502 S BLOODWORTH STREET 

Applicant: MATT TOMASULO 

Received: 2/23/2018 Meeting Date(s): 

Submission date + 90 days:  5/24/2018 1) 3/22/2018 2)  3)  

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE APPLICATION 

 

Historic District: PRINCE HALL HISTORIC DISTRICT 

Zoning:  General Historic Overlay District (HOD-G) 

Nature of Project: Relocate existing house from 523 S West St; construct new foundation 

 

 

APPLICABLE SECTIONS OF GUIDELINES and DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 

 

Sections Topic Description of Work 

4.1 Relocation Relocate existing house from 523 S West St; 

construct new foundation 

3.3 New Construction of Primary 

Buildings 

Relocate existing house from 523 S West St 

            

 

 

STAFF REPORT 

 

Based on the information contained in the application and staff’s evaluation: 

 

A. Relocation of the house at 523 S West St and construction of a new foundation is not 

incongruous in concept according to Guidelines 4.1.1, 4.1.2, 4.1.3, 4.1.4, 4.1.5, 4.1.6, 4.1.7, 4.1.8, 

3.3.1, 3.3.7, 3.3.8, 3.3.10, 3.3.12, and the following suggested facts: 

1* The house to be relocated (523 S West St) is facing impending demolition to make way for 

new construction. 

2* Although not located in Prince Hall, the house dates to the district’s period of significance 

and is architecturally compatible with the district. Sanborn Fire Insurance maps show a 

house with additions on the property at 523 S West St as early as 1903. The Special Character 

Essay states that “Houses are one and two stories and are generally modest. Most stand on 

brick foundations, have front porches, and historically had weatherboard exteriors.” 

3* The house is a one-story triple-A cottage with a full front porch.  The historic designation 

report notes that Prince Hall contains “Triple‐A” houses, which feature decorative center 
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gables on their side‐gable roofs.  The four houses on the east side of the 600 block of South 

Blount Street feature diamond‐shaped and quatrefoil vents”.  According to the report there 

are 12 such houses in the district. 

4* An iMAPS view of the area was provided by the applicant that shows the approximate 

location of the house on the site.  Its location is proposed to adhere to the uniform setback 

on the block.  A detailed site plan was not provided. 

5* The house is proposed to sit at the narrow end of the lot facing Cabarrus Street, similar to 

the other buildings on the block. Photographs of the streetscape were not provided. 

6* In its newly proposed location the house will maintain its historic orientation to the street. 

7* Architectural drawings were provided showing both plan and elevation views of the 

existing house.  Photographs were provided showing west and southwest views of the 

house.   

8* Only the front portion of the house is being moved to the new site. 

9* The application proposes a brick foundation on the house and porch.  Details were not 

provided.  Material samples were not provided. 

10* No details were provided in the application for a new stair and railing. 

11* According to the applicant the existing front door is not historic and will not be reused.  No 

specifications were provided for a replacement door. 

12* New asphalt shingle roofing is proposed. 

13* The application did not include any information about the location of new HVAC 

equipment. 

14* The site is currently a grassy lot. No trees or other landscape improvements are present on 

the site at 502 S Bloodworth Street.  

 

Staff suggests that the committee approve the application, with the following conditions: 

 

1. That details and specifications for the following be provided to and approved by staff prior 

to the issuance of the blue placard for construction of the foundation:  

a. A detailed site plan for 502 S Bloodworth St; 

b. Foundation plan. 
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2. That details and specifications for the following be provided to and approved by staff prior 

to the issuance of the blue placard for the move: 

a. Move route including possible tree trimming needed within Prince Hall. 

3. That details and specifications for the following be provided to and approved by staff prior 

to construction/installation: 

a. Final foundation design under the historic house and porch that is detailed to 

convey the appearance of the original pier locations; 

b. Front walk; 

c. Foundation brick face finish and color; 

d. Front stair and railing; 

e. Front door; 

f. HVAC size and location and screening, if needed;  

g. Paint color selections if different than the existing; 

h. Any other exterior changes required for the project not specifically addressed. 
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