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removal of hackberry; 
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APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS – STAFF REPORT 

 

044-18-CA 511 E. JONES STREET 

Applicant: DAVID NICOLAY 

Received: 03-22-2018 Meeting Date(s): 

Submission date + 90 days:  06-20-2018 1) 04-26-2018  

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE APPLICATION 

 

Historic District: OAKWOOD HISTORIC DISTRICT 

Raleigh Historic Landmark: HECK-WYNNE HOUSE 

Zoning: HOD-G 

Nature of Project: Remove 5 Leland Cypress trees, plant 5 Camellias; remove Hackberry tree; 

remove Mulberry tree  

Staff Notes:  

• Raleigh City Code Section 10.2.15.E.1. states that “An application for a certificate of 

appropriateness authorizing the demolition or destruction of a building, structure or site 

within any Historic Overlay District or Historic Landmark may not be 

denied…However, the authorization date of such a certificate may be delayed for a 

period of up to 365 days from the date of issuance…If the Commission finds that the 

building, structure or site has no particular significance or value toward maintaining the 

character of the Historic Overlay District or Historic Landmark, it shall waive all or part 

of such period and authorize earlier demolition or removal.” 

 

APPLICABLE SECTIONS OF GUIDELINES and DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 

 

Sections Topic Description of Work 

1.3 Site Features and Plantings Removal of 5 Leland Cypress trees, planting of 5 

Camellias; removal of Hackberry tree; removal of 

Mulberry tree 

 

STAFF REPORT 

 

Based on the information contained in the application and staff’s evaluation: 

 

A. Removal of five (5) Cypress trees and replacement with Camellias is not incongruous in 

concept according to Guidelines section 1.3.1, 1.3.2, 1.3.5, and the following suggested facts: 

1* The trees proposed for removal are 5 Leyland Cypress trees located in the east side yard 

between the property line and the driveway.   

2* The application includes a report from an arborist certified by the International Society of 

Arboriculture (ISA).  It is the arborist’s opinion that “tree form” pruning and an “inherently 

weak root system” have contributed to the trees’ “decisive lean…toward…the east.”    
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3* The application proposes to replace the removed trees with 5 camellias. Camellias have been 

cultivated in the south since 1741 (Middleton Place, Charleston). 

 

B. The removal of a hackberry tree and the removal of a mulberry tree are not incongruous in 

concept according to Guidelines 1.3.1, 1.3.2, 1.3.5, and the following suggested facts: 

1* A report prepared by an arborist certified by the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) 

was provided. 

2* The Mulberry tree is a double stem (12” dbh and 23” dbh) and located at the end of the 

driveway near the northeast corner of a recent addition.  The arborist’s report states that the 

tree exhibits die back and decay.  Removal of decayed portions will result in a lack of good 

structure and branch conflict. 

3* The triple stem Hackberry tree is located off the east edge of the driveway and is stated to 

have multiple decay, infrastructure, and structural issues.  Additionally, the root system of 

the tree is causing the brick driveway to heave. 

4* Replacement trees are not proposed. The application includes evidence of the dense tree 

canopy in the yard before and after tree removal and a comparison of the tree canopy of 

adjacent properties. 

 

 

Staff recommends that the committee approve the application, without placing a 365-day 

demolition delay. 
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