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REV PLUMMER 
T HALL HOUSE

RALEIGH HISTORIC 
LANDMARK (OX-3)

APPLICANT:
MYRICK HOWARD

Nature of Project: 
Landscape master plan;
 install 12' sculpture;
remove non-historic chimney 
(Hall House); remove non-historic 
windows and replace (Hall House)
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APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS – STAFF REPORT 

 

059-18-CA 814 OBERLIN ROAD 

Applicant: PRESERVATION NORTH CAROLINA 

Received: 4/12/2018 Meeting Date(s): 

Submission date + 90 days:  7/11/2018 1) 5/24/2018 2)  3)  

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE APPLICATION 

 

Raleigh Historic Landmark: Plummer T Hall House & Willis Graves House 

Nature of Project: Landscape master plan; install 12' sculpture; remove non-historic chimney 

(Hall House); remove non-historic windows and replace (Hall House) 

Staff Notes: 

• COAs mentioned are available for review. 

• Two previous applications (COA 076-16-CA and 124-17-CA) were approved for 

prepping and moving both the Hall and Graves houses, as well as constructing 

foundations and some site work.  Removal of non-historic additions and materials was 

also approved. 

 

 

APPLICABLE SECTIONS OF GUIDELINES and DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 

 

Sections Topic Description of Work 

1.3 Site Features and Plantings Landscape master plan; install 12' sculpture 

2.5 Roofs Remove non-historic chimney (Hall House) 

2.7 Windows and Doors Remove non-historic windows and replace (Hall 

House) 

 

 

STAFF REPORT 

 

Based on the information contained in the application and staff’s evaluation: 

 

 

A. Executing a landscape master plan and installing a 12' sculpture is not incongruous 

according to Guidelines 1.3.1, 1.3.2, 1.3.4, 1.3.5, 1.3.6, 1.3.7, 1.3.8, 1.3.9, 1.3.10, 1.3.11, and the 

following suggested facts: 

1* Two previous applications (COA 076-16-CA and 124-17-CA) were approved for prepping 

and moving both the Hall and Graves houses, as well as constructing foundations and some 

site work.  One condition of 124-17-CA was for a unified site landscape plan to be brought 

to the COA Committee for review. 
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2* According to the applicant, the site plan included in the application has been modified from 

its originally approved layout based on the City site review process.  None of the 

modifications affect historic resources.  The previously approved site plan from COA 124-

17-CA is attached as staff evidence. 

3* The previously approved COA included removing trees affected by the relocation of the 

houses, located within utility easements, or located in the proposed parking area; 6 pecans, 1 

birch, 1 oak, 1 maple, 1 mulberry, 3 hackberries, 2 walnuts, 1 black cherry, and 1 

unidentified tree.  Five mature trees and several smaller trees remain. 

4* A tree replacement plan was provided, showing 15 new trees.  

5* A planting plan shows foundation plantings and a mix of species and sizes of new trees 

such as oaks, dogwoods and crape myrtles. 

6* A tree protection plan prepared by an ISA-certified arborist was approved as a condition 

under COA 124-17-CA.  The previously approved tree protection plan from COA 124-17-CA 

is attached as staff evidence. 

7* The 12’ plaster and wire mesh sculpture was moved from the former site of the Lustron 

House, 3612 Buffaloe Road, temporarily to the property at 802 Oberlin Road to save it from 

being demolished. 

8* The sculpture is proposed to be installed on an existing concrete pad behind the Hall House.  

 

B. Removing a non-historic chimney on the Hall House is not incongruous according to 

Guidelines 2.5.1 and 2.5.7, and the following suggested facts: 

1* The chimney proposed for removal is on the back of the main roof.  According to the 

applicant, during relocation preparations the chimney was found to be “a 1990s dummy 

built of concrete block with a brick stack.” 

2* Removal of non-historic utility chimneys is a minor work item approvable by staff, and is 

included in this application for efficiency. 

 

C. Removing non-historic windows and replacing them on the Hall House is not incongruous 

according to Guidelines 2.7.1 and 2.7.7, and the following suggested facts: 
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1* The applicant proposes removing three ganged windows on the front porch and replacing 

with a single wood 6/6 double hung window.  Evidence was provided for this configuration 

with a historic photo.  In addition, the applicant states that parts of the original framing are 

in place. 

2* Two other windows are proposed to be removed and replaced, one on the north side of the 

building and one on the right side of the front door.  The applicant states the existing 

windows are “modern, cheap and smaller than the one surviving original window.”  No 

evidence was provided by the applicant.  The replacement windows will be wood 6/6 

double hung windows to match the historic window on the south elevation.  

3* Window specifications were included in the application. 

4*  

  

 

Staff suggests that the committee approve the application. 
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  COA 059-18-CA staff evidence
  Conditions approved: 124-17-CA
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  COA 059-18-CA staff evidence
  Conditions approved: 124-17-CA
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