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APPLICANT:
JASON HOLSCLAW

Nature of Project: 
Install 8' privacy screens 
on rear deck.
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APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS – STAFF REPORT 
 
062-18-CA 1014 W CABARRUS STREET 
Applicant: JASON HOLSCLAW 
Received: 4/12/2018 Meeting Date(s): 
Submission date + 90 days:  7/11/2018 1) 5/24/2018 2) 3)  
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE APPLICATION 
 
Historic District: BOYLAN HEIGHTS HISTORIC DISTRICT 
Zoning: HOD-G 
Nature of Project: Install 7'6” privacy screens with integrated planters on rear deck 
Staff Notes: 

• COAs mentioned are available for review. 
• After-the fact applications are reviewed as though the work has not been completed. 

 
APPLICABLE SECTIONS OF GUIDELINES and DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 

 
Sections Topic Description of Work 
1.3 Site Features & Plantings Install privacy screen with integrated planters 
1.4 Fences and Walls Install privacy screen 

 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 

Based on the information contained in the application and staff’s evaluation: 
 
A.  Installation of privacy screens are not incongruous in concept according to Guidelines 1.3.9;  

however, the height and openness of the screening may be incongruous according to 

Guidelines 1.4.8 and the following suggested facts: 

1* The privacy screens will be located on the northeast and northwest corners of the rear of the 

house to screen the deck from view. 

2* The rear deck was recently approved through COA 037-18-MW. 

3* The screens are comprised of louvered panels that can be opened and closed.  By design, the 

panels cannot be completely closed: the minimum opening is 1.5” (closed position), 

maximum opening is 3.5” (open position). 

4* The application describes the privacy screens as staggered in height: 7’6” at the tallest 

(closest to the house) and 6’6” at the shortest (at the edge of the deck). All provided height 

measurements are taken from the top of the deck, not from grade. 



 
062-18-CA Staff Report  2 

5* The base of the screen is built into planter boxes that are 29” tall.  There is a 13” opening 

between the top of the planter box to the start of the louvered screen. The screen itself is 48.” 

There is a 6” open space between the top board and the top of the louvered screen.  Though 

already constructed, the planter boxes are considered part of this application and should be 

considered after-the-fact. 

6* The privacy screens are 13’ in length: the length of the rear deck.  

7* The screen is not attached or anchored to the house, all structural members are attached to 

the rear deck and the planter boxes. 

8* Privacy fences 6’ in height have been regularly approved along property lines.  No previous 

COA cases could be found that included a privacy screen positioned in the same plane as 

the primary structure or as part of a rear deck/porch. 

9* The proposed screens are constructed of treated wood and stained to match the deck.  The 5 

vertical posts are proposed to be covered in copper caps.  No specifications were provided 

for the copper caps. 

10* Lattice screens are sometimes seen on the sides of open porches (as evident in the examples 

provided by the applicant).  

11* The two examples of privacy screens in the district (at 1030 W South Street and 417 Boylan 

Avenue) provided by the applicant were either in place before the district was designated or 

completed without a COA. 

12* To provide a clearer visual of the proposed design, the applicant provided photographs that 

show a mock-up of the design in the proposed location and height (photographs are labeled 

A through G).  The photographs show the limited visibility of the design from the street and 

the context of the design adjacent to the house. 

13* There are no trees located in proximity to the proposed screen location. 

 

Pending the committee’s discussion regarding the location and height of the proposed 

screening, staff suggests that the committee approve the application with the following 

conditions: 

1. Total height of the privacy screen (from decking to highest beam) must not exceed a 

height determined appropriate by the committee. 
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