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313 OAKWOOD AVENUE

OAKWOOD HISTORIC 
DISTRICT (HOD-G)

APPLICANT:
JEREMY & EMILY MCCARTHA

Nature of Project: 
Construct rear (north) 
addition; raise roof height 
of existing addition; 
replace windows on 
south and west sides.



APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS – STAFF REPORT 
 
066-17-CA 313 OAKWOOD AVENUE 
Applicant: JEREMY & EMILY MCCARTHA 
Received: 4/10/2017 Meeting Date(s): 
Submission date + 90 days:  7/9/2017 1) 5/25/2017 2)  3)  
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE APPLICATION 
 
Historic District: OAKWOOD HISTORIC DISTRICT 
Zoning: General HOD 
Nature of Project: Construct rear (north) addition; raise roof height of existing addition; replace 

windows on south and west sides 
 

APPLICABLE SECTIONS OF GUIDELINES and DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 
 
Sections Topic Description of Work 
2.3 
3.5 
3.7 
4.2 

Site Features and Plantings 
Roofs 
Windows and Doors 
Additions to Historic 
Buildings 

Remove and replace a brick patio and walkway 
Raise roof height of existing addition 
Replace windows on south and west sides 
Construct rear (north) addition 

 
STAFF REPORT 

 
Based on the information contained in the application and staff’s evaluation: 

 
A. Removing and replacing a brick patio and walkway is not incongruous in concept according 

to Guidelines sections 2.3.1, 2.3.2, 2.5.1, 2.5.5, 2.5.6, and the following suggested facts: 

1* An extensive patio is currently in place at the rear of the house and spans the entire lot 

width.   

2* A brick walkway extends from the patio to an accessory building at the rear of the property. 

3* The applicant proposes reusing the brick for the new patio, installed in the same running 

bond pattern as the current hardscape.  The newly installed patio and walkway will include 

a gravel underlayment with drainage below.  The brick will be dry laid. 

4* According to Wake County Real Estate data and the application, the lot is approximately 

6,969 SF; the current patio/walkway is approximately 793 SF; the new patio/walkway is 

approximately 553 SF.  The hardscaped area is being decreased by 240 SF or 30%. 
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B. Raising the roof height of the existing addition is not incongruous in concept according to 

Guidelines sections 3.5.1, 3.5.8, 4.2.1, 4.2.5, 4.2.6, 4.2.7, 4.2.8, and the following suggested 

facts: 

1* According to the Inventory of Structures in the Oakwood National Register Historic Districts, by 

Matthew Brown, former Historian, Society for the Preservation of Historic Oakwood, 2004-

2015, the house dates to circa 1886 and can be described as a “North Carolina Victorian 

gable-front-and-wing frame cottage”.  The description continues: “There is a front-gabled 

section on the left and a side-gabled wing on the right. The roof was originally sheathed in 

wooden shingles. There are quatrefoil attic vents in the gables… There is an original ell 

behind the side-gabled wing. Additions were made to the rear of the house between 1909 

and 1914.” 

2* The existing northeast addition will be lengthened by just over 10’ to the north.  This roof 

ridge will be approximately 9” below the front roof ridge. 

3* The existing northwest addition will be lengthened by 13’8” to the north.  This roof ridge 

will be approximately 4” below the front roof ridge. 

4* Due to the number of additions over the years, the existing roof form is inconsistent, with 

both gable forms and shed forms that are at a relatively shallow pitch.  The inconsistency 

creates not only a visual jumble, but also potential issues for water drainage due to the 

number of valleys and the shallow pitch. 

5* The proposed design unifies the roof forms to a pair of gable roofs extending off the back of 

the original house, with a valley between that slopes to the rear of the house. 

6* The proposed cladding for the extended gable forms is asphalt shingles that match the 

existing material. 

7* The cladding for the valley is proposed to be standing seam metal roofing.  The roof specs: 

“The width of panel will be 17 inches, the height of the seams to be 1 inch, width of seam 

less than an inch. It is a flat panel, no striations of ripples. The ridge cap will be 6 inches per 

side. All to be hand formed.”  No color sample was provided. 

8* The house currently has gutters on all sides.  No information was supplied in the 

application regarding changes in the gutters. 
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C. Replacing windows on the south and west sides is not incongruous in concept according to 

Guidelines sections 3.7.1, 3.7.6, 3.7.7, and the following suggested facts: 

1* According to the Oakwood inventory referred to in section B above, “the original windows 

were tall narrow single windows with four-over-four sashes; the window on the right side 

of the house is original. The original windows on the front were replaced by double 

windows in the 1920s or 1930s. The windows under the front gable and on the left side were 

replaced by shorter six-over-six windows probably in the 1950s.” 

2* All but one of the original windows have been replaced over time, with the original window 

on the east side.  The applicant proposes replacing all non-historic windows on the south 

and west sides with wood windows that match the original window.  There is clear 

evidence of the original window heights.  New windows will be installed to match the 

historic head heights on the historic portion of the house.  New windows on the addition 

will be installed with head heights 12” lower than on the original house to differentiate 

between the addition and the original portions. 

3* The new windows will be wood 4 over 4 double-hung from Sierra Pacific Windows.    

 

D. Constructing a rear (north) addition is not incongruous in concept according to Guidelines 

sections 2.3.8, 4.2.1, 4.2.2, 4.2.3, 4.2.4, 4.2.5, 4.2.6, 4.2.7, 4.2.8, 4.2.9, and the following 

suggested facts: 

1* According to Wake County Real Estate data and the application, the lot size is 6,969 SF. The 

footprint of the existing house is 1,733 SF. Current built mass is 25%. The new addition 

brings the total footprint to 2,120 SF.  The new built area is approximately 30%. 

2* The majority of new windows will be wood 4 over 4 double-hung from Sierra Pacific 

Windows.  One casement window will be installed on the east elevation for a new 

bathroom. 

3* One new exterior door will be installed on the newly configured back elevation.  It will be a 

JeldWen wood door with a full lite, with a transom above. 

4* The siding is proposed to be wood siding with a smooth face and a 4 ½” exposure to match 

the existing siding. 
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5* All trim will match the dimensions and style of the original. Corner boards will be 5” wide 

with an eased edge.  Wood sills will be 1 ¾” wide.  Window and door trim will be 4 ½” 

wide with an eased edge, and a 1” wood cap over the window and door trim. 

6* A vertical trim board will be installed to demarcate where the new addition begins on the 

northeast addition. 

7* Quatrefoil attic vents are a feature in the gable ends of the original house.  A simpler 

triangular form is in place on the back side of the northwest addition.  The triangular gable 

vents will be used on both the rear extensions. 

8* The applicant proposes to change paint colors on the entire house.  Paint samples were 

provided. 

9* A report prepared by an arborist certified by the International Society of Arboriculture 

states that “there will be no impact to surrounding mature, upper-story/upper-canopy 

trees.” 

 

Staff suggests that the committee approve the application, with the following conditions: 

 

1. That details and specifications for the following be provided to and approved by staff prior 

to installation:  

a. Color of standing seam metal roof material; 

b. Gutters  and downspouts. 
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Tully, Tania

From: Ashley Morris <pellststudio@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 04, 2017 8:21 PM
To: Robb, Melissa; Tully, Tania
Cc: Jeremy McCartha; Emily Bieda McCartha
Subject: 313 Oakwood Ave additional info for COA hearing
Attachments: 313OakwoodAve-Elevation-New-Driveway-Side-532017.pdf; 313OakwoodAve-

Elevation-New-Eave-Trim-Details.pdf; 313OakwoodAve-Elevation-New-Rear-
revised-532017.pdf; 313OakwoodAve-Elevation-New-Side-revised-532017.pdf; 
313Oakwoodp-2.pdf; 313Oakwoodp-3.pdf; 313Oakwoodp-4.pdf; 313Oakwoodp-5.pdf; 
313Oakwoodphoto-1-revised.pdf; 313Oakwoodphotos-brick-patio-images.pdf; 
313Oakwoodphotos-example-1.pdf; 313Oakwoodphotos-example-1A.pdf; 
313Oakwoodphotos-example-2.pdf; 313Oakwoodphotos-example-2A.pdf

Hi Melissa + Tania 
 
Here are the additional items needed for the COA hearing along with the updated drawings addressing the additional trim board to mark 
where one addition stops and the new addition starts as well as dropping the height of the Northeast addition's gable height so that the ridge 
does not align with the orignal ridge line of the historic house. See additional info outlined below as well attched documents. 
 
Standing Seam Metal roof specs -  
 
The width of panel will be 17 inches, the height of the seams to be 1 inch, width of seam less than an inch. It is a flat panel, no 
striations of ripples. The ridge cap will be 6 inches per side. All to be hand formed. 
 
Brick Patio - reused bricks from existing patio to be relaid into a new brick patio shown in plans 
 
No other site work will be done as part of this project. 
 
Attachments include - updated elevations with trim board and dropped gable ridge height, eave + trim detail with new gable pitch and 
dropped ridge height, updated photos including a full photo of both the front and rear elevations of the house, labeled photos of the existing 
house, updated photo of neighboring houses with rear additions, 2 example projects of similar rear additions approved in Oakwood, and 
photos of the existing brick patio + an existing brick path that will be more similar to what the new patio will look like when relaid. 
 
Thank you and let me know if you need any other additional information, 
 
Ashley 

 
 
--  
Ashley Henkel Morris 
owner/registered architect 
919.696.0970 
http://pellstreetstudio.com 
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