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APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS – STAFF REPORT 
 
073-17-CA 250 E LANE STREET RIGHT-OF-WAY 
Applicant: FIBER TECHNOLOGIES NETWORKS, LLC 
Received: 4/17/2017 Meeting Date(s): 
Submission date + 90 days:  7/16/2017 1) 5/25/2017 2)  3)  
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE APPLICATION 
 
Historic District: BLOUNT STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT 
Zoning: HOD-G 
Nature of Project: Installation of 37' wood utility pole with cell antenna and equipment; 

establish performance standards for future small cell COA applications 
 

APPLICABLE SECTIONS OF GUIDELINES and DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 
 
Sections Topic Description of Work 
2.1  Public Rights-of-Way and 

Alleys 
Installation of 37' wood utility pole with cell antenna 
and equipment 

 
STAFF REPORT 

 
Based on the information contained in the application and staff’s evaluation: 

 
A. Installation of 37' wood utility pole with cell antenna and equipment is not incongruous in 

concept according to Guidelines 2.1.10; however installation of equipment associated with 

the antenna may be incongruous according to Guidelines 2.1.10 and the following suggested 

facts: 

1* The proposal is for a 34 feet tall wood utility pole with a cylindrical antenna on top that 

increases the height to 37 feet. The lower portion of the pole contains equipment, wires, and 

an electric meter. 

2* The proposed pole is located in the grass right-of-way near the western boundary of the 

district and adjacent to the side façade of the Andrews London House at 301 N Blount 

Street. A photographic simulation of the proposal is included in the application. 

3* The closest utility pole on the same side of the street is about 94 feet to the east.   

4* According to City of Raleigh 2015 Pictometry data, the other poles in the vicinity range from 

approximately 20 to 33 feet in height. 
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5* The color of the antenna is the approximately the same as the pole; a sample was not 

provided. 

6* The equipment associated with the antenna is placed on the pole between about 3 feet 5 

inches and 13 feet 5 inches off the ground. 

7* Five examples of other wood pole configurations were provided.  They range in maximum 

height from 30 feet 6 inches and 50 feet 1 inches and vary in color, amount of external 

equipment, antenna shape, base size, presence of light fixtures, and equipment shrouds. 

8* Photographs, locations, and directions to installations in Raleigh were provided:  

approximately 205 W Lenoir Street, 1500 Varsity Drive, 2109 Avent Ferry Road, 2621 

Hillsborough Street, Pullen Road. Examples in Holly Springs, Wake Forest, and High Point 

were also provided. 

9* On the planning page (p. 8) of Public Rights-of-Way and Alleys section of the Guidelines  it 

states that “Public right-of-way features such as trees, streetlights, benches, ground cover, 

sidewalk paving patterns, curbs, and gutters contribute to a district’s character, as do 

necessary transportation and communication features, such as utility lines and poles, 

transformers, traffic signs, vending machines, transit stops, and parking booths. 

Consequently, maintaining the distinctive visual ambiance of a district requires attention to 

its streets and alleys and their features. Right-of-way characteristics vary from district to 

district; some vary within districts.” 

 

Pending the committee’s decision regarding the pole mounted equipment; staff suggests that 

the committee approve the application. 

 

Additionally, staff suggests that the performance standards for consideration when reviewing 

future similar applications be deferred and brought back to the June meeting. The following are 

offered for discussion. 

• That the pole be constructed of the same material and be the same color as the nearby 

utility poles or streetlight poles. 

• That the diameter of the pole similar to nearby utility poles or streetlight poles. 

• That there not be another cell antenna pole on the same block. 
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• That the new pole be placed at least 45 feet from an existing utility pole on the same side 

of the street. 

• That the height of the new pole plus antenna be no more than 3 feet taller than the 

existing poles. 

• That the antenna be similar in color to the pole. 

• That exposed equipment be covered with a shroud the same color as the pole? 

• That on metal poles, the size of the equipment base be no large than ##? 
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Small Cell Solutions

Nick Rusin
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Wood Solutions
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Standard Wood Pole 
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Wood Communications Pole 
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Wood Pole With Rectifier
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Wood Pole With Lightower Equipment Shroud
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Primary Power Wood Pole With Slim Cabinet

22 22



©2015 Lightower Fiber Networks. All rights reserved.©2015 Lightower Fiber Networks. All rights reserved.

Composite 
Solutions

23 23



©2015 Lightower Fiber Networks. All rights reserved.

Fiberglass ePole
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Steel Solutions
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Standard Steel Pole
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Steel Pole With Slim Cabinet
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Steel Pole With Slim Cabinet
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Steel Pole With Slim Cabinet
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Steel Pole With Rectifier
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Joint-Use Steel Pole With Lightower Equipment Shroud
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Steel Pole With Equipment Base
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Decorative Steel Pole With Equipment Base
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Decorative Steel Pole With Acorn Light and Equipment Base
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Steel Pole With Lightower Equipment Shroud
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Standard Steel Pole With Lightower Equipment Shroud
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Steel Pole With Ground Cabinet
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Steel Flag Pole
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Date:  05/05/2017 
To:  City of Raleigh 
From:  George Sipek, Fibertech 
Subject: List of Fibertech wireless sites in Raleigh and other cities in NC 
 

Raleigh, NC Sites 
 

1. Node 0019 
Go to intersection of S McDowell Street and W Lenoir Street 
Head W on W Lenoir Street for 56 feet 
Pole is on S side of W Lenoir Street 
This is a new metal Fibertech pole with a recently added equipment shroud design for aesthetics 
Site completed: April 2016 
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2. Node 0057 
Go to intersection of Avent Ferry Road and Varsity Drive 
Head NW on Varsity Drive for 102 feet 
Pole is on NE side of Varsity Drive 
This was one of the very first Duke (Joint-Use) metal street light replacement poles installed in NC 
Equipment shroud design 
Site completed: April 2017 
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3. Node 0059 
Go to intersection of Western Blvd and Avent Ferry Road 
Head SW on Avent Ferry Road for 125 feet 
Pole is on NW side of Avent Ferry Road 
Fibertech equipment was placed on a newly placed (replacement) Duke wood street light pole 
Note: The original pole (now shorter in height) will be removed by Duke 
Minimal radio design (no shroud) 
Site completed: September 2016 
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4. Node 0062 
Southwest corner of Hillsborough Street and Gardner Street intersection 
Used City of Raleigh LED street light and placed LED light on new Fibertech metal pole 
Minimal radio design (no shroud) 
Site completed: April 2016 
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5. Node 0060 
Go to intersection of Western Blvd and Pullen Road 
Head N on Pullen Road for 342 feet  
Pole is on W side of Pullen Road (across from Pullen Park) 
Fibertech equipment placed on new wood pole 
Radio design (no shroud) 
Site completed: September 2016 
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Holly Springs, NC Site 
 

6. Node 0237 
Go to intersection of Holly Springs Road and Sunset Lake Road 
Head SE on Sunset Lake Road for 441 feet (in front of PNC Bank) 
Pole is on SW side of Sunset Lake Road 
Fibertech equipment placed on new wood pole 
Minimal radio design (no shroud) 
Site completed: April 2017 
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Wake Forest, NC Site 
 

7. Node 0265 – Wake Forest 
Go to intersection of S Main Street and Alberbury Commons Court 
Head NW on S Main Street for 30 feet 
Pole is on SE side of S Main Street 
Fibertech equipment placed on very first Composite/FRP pole placed in NC as requested by city 
Equipment shroud design 
Site completed: April 2017 
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High Point, NC Site 
 

8. Node 0031 
Go to intersection of N Elm Street and W Broad Avenue 
Head N on N Elm Street for 60 feet 
Pole is on E side of N Elm Street 
Fibertech equipment placed on very first Stealth pole placed in NC as requested by city 
Equipment shroud design 
Site completed: March 2017 
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