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089-17-CA
523 ELM STREET 

OAKWOOD HISTORIC 
DISTRICT (GENERAL)

APPLICANT:
KRISTINA DAVIDSON 
& PHILLIP SWYSTUN

Nature of Project: 
Installation of wooden fence; 
replacement of rear 
second-story deck 

1



Brief Description of Work (revised July 2017) 
 
Due to concerns expressed at the June COA meeting regarding height and 
openness of proposed fence along Euclid, the 60” shadow box style was changed 
to 48-54”scalloped pickets with 2” spacing, increasing openness and decreasing 
height along the street side.   
 
Left property line – Remove existing chain link fence that runs along entire line.  
Add new 60” wood privacy fence, approximately 68 feet in length, which ends at the 
rear neighbors’ existing privacy fence (526 Euclid). 
 
Rear property line -  Behind garage is existing privacy fence.  Propose adding 55 feet 
of scalloped picket fence starting at the end of their fence.  54 inches in height at 
tallest post.   
 
Right property line (along Euclid) –  See survey for transition point 
Section 1)  Continue 48-54” scalloped picket fence in back yard, approximately 31 ft. 
Section 2)  Start 36-42” height at  northwest corner of house, continuing to 
northeast corner along property line.  Approximately 39 ft.   
 
Front of house – 36-42” scalloped picket on right and left sides facing house, 
approximately 12 ft (R) and 35 ft (L).  Right side will include 3.5 ft wide walk gate.  
Left side will include 10ft wide vehicle gate and  3.5 ft wide walk gate with black 
enamel hinges and latches.   
 
 
Description of picket fence -  Pressure treated pine 3.5x1 pickets spaced 2” apart with 
two 2x4 horizontal supports in 8 foot sections.  Pickets will be arranged in a 
downward scallop pattern.  Neighbor friendly design will be used. 
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089-17-CA Staff Report   1 
 

APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS – STAFF REPORT 
 
089-17-CA 523 ELM STREET 
Applicant: KRISTINA DAVIDSON AND PHILLIP SWYSTUN 
Received: 5/10/2017 Meeting Date(s): 
Submission date + 90 days:  8/8/2017 1) 6/22/2017 2) 7/27/2017  3)  
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE APPLICATION 
 
Historic District: OAKWOOD HISTORIC DISTRICTS 
Zoning: General HOD 
Nature of Project: Installation of wooden fence; replacement of rear second-story deck 
Amendments: A revised fence proposal was received July 10, 2017. 
Staff Notes: 

• The proposed fence installation will be on neighboring property lines, with one portion 
of the existing fence encroaching on the applicants’ lot.  Location of the property line 
and work on adjacent property is a civil matter outside of the commission’s purview. 

• The deck portion of the application was approved with conditions at the June 22, 2017, 
COA Committee meeting. 

 
APPLICABLE SECTIONS OF GUIDELINES and DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 

 
Sections Topic Description of Work 
1.4  Fences and Walls Installation of wooden fence 

Replacement of rear second-story deck 3.1  Decks 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 

Based on the information contained in the amended application and staff’s evaluation: 
 
A. The installation of a wooden fence and removal of an existing chain link fence is not 

incongruous in concept according to Guidelines 1.4.8, 1.4.10; however, the installation of a 

fence taller than 42” and more than 65% solid in the front (and/or street side yard area of a 

corner lot may be incongruous according to Guidelines 1.4.11, and the following suggested 

facts: 

1* Chain link fencing is a prohibited item. 

2* The only other existing fencing is at the southeast corner of the site.  The new fencing will tie 

into the existing. 

3* The new wood fencing is proposed to be a combination of fence designs which are 

described and illustrated on the amendment.  A scalloped fence is proposed on portions of 

the west and north sides of the lot that is 54” high at the post and 48” at the lowest point.  



089-17-CA Staff Report   2 
 

This fence will also feature 2” spacing to increase the openness. The fencing facing Elm St 

and in front of the house on Euclid is a 42” tall single picket with a scalloped top.  The span 

of the 60” privacy fence has been reduced to the south and a portion of the west sides of the 

lot.   

4* The fence will be installed in a neighbor-friendly design with the posts on the inside of the 

fence. 

5* The applicant provided an example of a scalloped fence at 525 N Bloodworth Street, and an 

example of a front- and side-facing fence on a corner lot that is taller than 42” at 610 N 

Bloodworth Street. 610 N Bloodworth Street is at the corner of Pace Street.  There are no 

houses that front on that block of Pace Street. The side wall of the house at the rear of 610 N 

Bloodworth Street sits close to the property line. 

6* The front wall of the house to the rear of the property (west) facing Euclid Street sits back 

from the street at approximately the same location as the side (north) wall of the subject 

house.   

7* The fence in the side yard area adjacent to 526 Euclid Street is a scallop design ranging in 

height from 48 to 54 inches.  The 3.5” pickets are proposed to be 2” apart; this is less than 

65% open. 

8* There are trees on the property whose roots may be damaged by the installation of post 

holes. 

 

Pending the committee’s decision on the height and openness of the fence in the street side 

yard area, staff suggests that the committee approve the application, with the following 

conditions: 

1. That the fencing in the front and street side yard area be a maximum of 42” in height and of 

a design that is at least 65% open. 

2. That fence posts be dug manually to avoid damaging tree roots, and that any roots greater 

than 1” in diameter be cut cleanly with a proper tool such as loppers. 

3. That details and specifications for the following be provided to and approved by staff prior 

to the issuance of the blue placard: 

a. Revised fence design and construction. 

 



Disclaimer
iMaps makes every effort to produce and publish 
the most current and accurate information possible.
However, the maps are produced for information purposes,
and are NOT surveys. No warranties, expressed or implied
,are provided for the data therein, its use,or its interpretation.
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7/16/2017 572 Euclid St - Google Maps

https://www.google.com/maps/@35.7872401,-78.630436,3a,75y,268.32h,81.44t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sBbFCTt4gIAUquvgyEHFHgA!2e0!7i13312!8i6656 1/1

Image capture: Feb 2016 © 2017 Google United States

Street View - Feb 2016

Raleigh, North Carolina

572 Euclid St
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7/16/2017 522 Euclid St - Google Maps

https://www.google.com/maps/@35.7872685,-78.6310339,3a,75y,105.18h,89.36t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sXm0xOp-S8g82Ze71dDxOxA!2e0!7i13312!8i6656 1/1

Image capture: Feb 2016 © 2017 Google United States

Street View - Feb 2016

Raleigh, North Carolina

522 Euclid St
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7/16/2017 572 Euclid St - Google Maps

https://www.google.com/maps/@35.7872401,-78.630436,3a,75y,235.73h,90.24t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sBbFCTt4gIAUquvgyEHFHgA!2e0!7i13312!8i6656 1/1

Image capture: Feb 2016 © 2017 Google United States

Street View - Feb 2016

Raleigh, North Carolina

572 Euclid St
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