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605 N BLOUNT STREET
BLOUNT STREET HISTORIC 

DISTRICT (GENERAL)

APPLICANT:
MICHAEL HICKS, MOBILITIE, LLC

Nature of Project: 
Installation of small cell utility
pole with antenna at 
overall height of 50 feet
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APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS – STAFF REPORT 
 
090-17-CA 605 N BLOUNT STREET 
Applicant: MOBILITIE, LLC 
Received: 5/10/2017 Meeting Date(s): 
Submission date + 90 days:  8/8/2017 1) 6/22/2017 2)  3)  
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE APPLICATION 
 
Historic District: BLOUNT STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT 
Zoning: HOD-G 
Nature of Project: Installation of small cell utility pole with antenna at overall height of 50 feet 
 

APPLICABLE SECTIONS OF GUIDELINES and DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 
 
Sections Topic Description of Work 
1.1  Public Rights-of-

Way and Alleys 
Installation of small cell utility pole with antenna at overall height 
of 50 feet 

 
STAFF REPORT 

 
Based on the information contained in the application and staff’s evaluation: 

 
A. Installation of small cell utility pole is not incongruous in concept according to Guidelines 

1.1.2, 1.1.2;  however installation of a small cell utility pole with an antenna at an overall 

height of 50 feet may be incongruous according to Guidelines 1.1.10 and the following 

suggested facts: 

1* The proposal is for a 47-foot tall wood pole with a 3-foot antenna on top bringing the total 

height to 50 feet.  Equipment will be mounted at various heights on the pole starting at 6 

feet above the ground. 

2* The applicant states that the three wood poles nearest to the proposed pole are 

approximately 40ft with ancillary electrical equipment protruding approximately 2ft above 

pole height. 

3* The pole is proposed to be located in the grass right-of-way near an unused entry drive off 

of Blount Street adjacent to a William Peace University parking lot. A photographic 

simulation of the proposal is included in the application. 

4* The location of the proposed pole is incorrect on the location maps page of the application 

packet. 

 
090-17-CA Staff Report   1 
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5* On the planning page (p. 18) of Public Rights-of-Way and Alleys section of the Guidelines  it 

states that “Public right-of-way features such as trees, streetlights, benches, ground cover, 

sidewalk paving patterns, curbs, and gutters contribute to a district’s character, as do 

necessary transportation and communication features, such as utility lines and poles, 

transformers, traffic signs, vending machines, transit stops, and parking booths. 

Consequently, maintaining the distinctive visual ambiance of a district requires attention to 

its streets and alleys and their features. Right-of-way characteristics vary from district to 

district; some vary within districts.” 

6* The commission recently approved a 37’ tall new wood pole with antenna and equipment at 

the southern end of the Blount Street (COA 073-17-CA) This pole was within 3 feet in height 

of the nearby poles. 

 

 

Pending the committee’s determination decision regarding the height of the pole with 

antenna, staff suggests that the committee approve the application with the following 

condition: 

 

1. That the new pole and antenna be no more than 3’ taller than wood poles within a half 

block of the proposed pole. 

2. That the revised pole height and associated equipment be provided to and approved by 

staff prior to the issuance of the blue placard. 

 

 

•  
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Tully, Tania

From: Michael Hicks <MHicks@mobilitie.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 08, 2017 11:35 AM
To: Tully, Tania; Robb, Melissa
Cc: Tannyka Bent
Subject: RE: Blount St. Rendering 090-17-CA (605 N Blount Street) 
Attachments: 2017-06-08 Small Cell Pole Example to Raleigh.pdf; Photo of Existing Nearby Utility 

Pole.jpg

Tania,  
 
Below are answers to your questions.   
 
1.  The are several poles (3) nearest to the proposed candidate which are approximately 40ft with ancillary electrical 
equipment protruding approximately 2ft above pole height.  The material type is wooden for all nearby poles.  Some of 
the nearby poles house just overhead electric lines while other poles contain a combination of overhead lines and street 
lights.  Further away from the candidate location are other wooden poles that range in approximate heights from 30ft ‐
40ft.  The nearest pole, which is located directly across Blount St is shown on the attached photo.  Again, the overall 
height with equipment is approximately 42ft.   
2.  Our pole is 46.8 (round up to 47) feet with a 3ft antenna on top.  Thus, the overall antenna height of 50ft.  The 
material type of the proposed pole is wood.  
3.  Best example to demonstrate what the antenna looks like can be seen on attached pdf document.   
4.  Best example to demonstrate what the equipment looks like can be seen on attached pdf document.   
 
Michael Hicks  | NRE Permitting Manager | 919‐604‐2736  mobile  
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Michael Hicks  
Sent: Tuesday, June 06, 2017 1:53 PM 
To: 'Tully, Tania' <Tania.Tully@raleighnc.gov>; Robb, Melissa <Melissa.Robb@raleighnc.gov> 
Cc: Tannyka Bent <tannyka.bent@mobilitie.com> 
Subject: Blount St. Rendering 090‐17‐CA (605 N Blount Street)  
 
Tania,  
 
I will get you information back tomorrow to answer your below questions.   
 
Michael Hicks  | NRE Permitting Manager | 919‐604‐2736  mobile  
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Tully, Tania [mailto:Tania.Tully@raleighnc.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, June 06, 2017 1:30 PM 
To: Michael Hicks <MHicks@mobilitie.com>; Robb, Melissa <Melissa.Robb@raleighnc.gov> 
Subject: RE: Blount St. Rendering 090‐17‐CA (605 N Blount Street)  
 
Hi Michael ‐ 
 
This item will remain on the agenda for the RHDC.   
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