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518 E LANE STREET
OAKWOOD HISTORIC 
DISTRICT (GENERAL)

APPLICANT:
MICHELLE & ALEXANDER LATSKO

Nature of Project: 
Replace rear patio; 
add privacy screen and railing;
install sod
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APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS – STAFF REPORT 
 
091-17-CA 518 E LANE STREET 
Applicant: MICHELLE AND ALEXANDER LATSKO 
Received: 5/10/2017 Meeting Date(s): 
Submission date + 90 days:  8/8/2017 1) 6/22/2017 2)   3)  
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE APPLICATION 
 
Historic District: OAKWOOD HISTORIC DISTRICTS 
Zoning: General HOD 
Nature of Project: Replace rear patio and parking pad; add privacy screen and railing; install 

sod 
Staff Notes: 

• Cases referenced in the staff report will be available for review at the meeting. 
 

APPLICABLE SECTIONS OF GUIDELINES and DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 
 
Sections Topic Description of Work 
1.3  
 

Site Features and Plantings Install sod; add privacy screen and railing/fence; 
replace rear patio and parking pad 
Add privacy screen and railing/fence 
Replace rear patio and parking pad 

1.4  
1.5 
 
 

Fences and Walls 
Walkways, Driveways and Off-
street Parking 

 
STAFF REPORT 

 
Based on the information contained in the application and staff’s evaluation: 

 
A. The installation of sod is not incongruous in concept according to Guidelines 1.3.1, 1.3.2, 

1.3.4, and the following suggested facts: 

1* The applicant proposes installing sod in the southeast portion of the property. Grass lawns 

are common throughout Oakwood. 

 

B. Installation of a privacy screen and fence is not incongruous in concept according to 

Guidelines 1.3.9, 1.4.8; however installation of a railing is incongruous according to Guidelines 

1.3.9 and the following suggested facts: 

1* The privacy screen/trellis will be located on the southwest corner of the house to separate 

the patio from the adjacent driveway. 

091-17-CA Staff Report   1 
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2* The applicant describes the privacy screen as 9’ tall x 12’ wide on the application, although 

the drawing shows it at roughly 10 ½’ tall.  It will be constructed of wood. 

3* Lattice screens are sometimes seen on the sides of open porches.  The proposed screen is 

similar in purpose.   

4* The screen is solid for the lower 6’, with a 2’ tall lattice above and an open space between the 

lattice and the top beam.  With the solid character of the lower portion of the screen it 

behaves more like a 6’ privacy fence than an open screen. 

5* Privacy fences 6’ tall are regularly approved along rear yard side property lines. 

6* The privacy screen appears to be anchored to the rear wall of the house. 

7* A wood railing is proposed to be added to demarcate between the rear patio and the 

adjacent parking pad. It appears to enclose the patio.  Details of a gate/opening were not 

provided. 

8* Railings that are not part of a porch or deck are not seen in the historic district.  Low wood 

fences, while typically along property lines, are occasionally used to delineate uses within a 

yard. 

 

C. Replacing the rear patio and parking pad is not incongruous in concept according to 

Guidelines 1.3.6, 1.3.7, 1.3.8, 1.3.9, 1.5.1, 1.5.5, 1.5.6; however the selected materials are 

incongruous according to Guidelines 1.3.12, 1.5.5, and the following suggested facts: 

1* The existing rear patio measures roughly 20’ x 12’ and consists of gravel with a stone 

walkway.   

2* Traditional paving materials in Oakwood are concrete, brick and stone pavers. 

3* The proposed new patio will be the same dimensions as the existing, and is proposed to be 

of a 5”x10”concrete unit product with a faux wood finish.     

4*   The committee has not yet approved the use of a material with a faux wood appearance. 

Evidence was not provided to support its adherence to the Guidelines. 

5* The rear driveway parking pad measures 20’ x 18’ and consists of a Turfstone material with 

grass.  In in 2008 (COA 169-08-CA) approved the rear parking area with a condition that the 

parking pad be reconfigured to minimize the site impact, screened with vegetation, and be 

built with a unit paver material. 
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6* The proposed driveway parking pad will be the same dimensions as the existing, and is 

proposed to be multi-colored block pavers with a semi-cobblestone appearance.  Block 

pavers and cobblestones are not a common driveway/parking pad material in the Oakwood 

district. 

7* Given that the dimensions of the existing hardscape will not be changing, the percentage of 

built area to open space is not changing. 

8* There are no trees in the rear yard or adjacent yards. 

 

 

Staff suggests that the committee approve the application, with the following conditions: 

1. That alternate materials are selected for the patio and parking pad. 

2. That the railing not be installed. 

3. That a low wood fence be approved in the location of the proposed railing. 

4. That details and specifications for the following be provided to and approved by staff prior 

to the issuance of the blue placard: 

a. Height of the privacy screen. 

b. Fence design. 

c. Precise dimensions of fence and opening. 

d. Patio material. 

e. Parking pad material. 

091-17-CA Staff Report   3 
 4



5



6



7



8



9



10



11



12



13



14



15



16



17



18



19



20



21



22




