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Nature of Project: 
Construct rear addition; 
replace rear retaining wall; 
replace rear patio
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APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS – STAFF REPORT 
 
098-17-CA 506 N BOUNDARY STREET 
Applicant: TACTILE WORKSHOP 
Received: 5/10/2017 Meeting Date(s): 
Submission date + 90 days:  8/8/2017 1) 6/22/2017 2)   3)  
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE APPLICATION 
 
Historic District: OAKWOOD HISTORIC DISTRICTS 
Zoning: General HOD 
Nature of Project: Construct rear addition; replace rear retaining wall; replace rear patio 
Staff Notes: 

• In March 2017 the applicant was denied a COA for a second-story addition to the 
property (037-17-CA). 

• Cases referenced in the staff report will be available for review at the meeting. 
 

 
APPLICABLE SECTIONS OF GUIDELINES and DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 

 
Sections Topic Description of Work 
1.3  
 

Site Features and Plantings Replace rear retaining wall; replace rear patio; 
construct new wood steps to shed; add new wood 
gate 
Replace rear retaining wall; add new wood gate 
Replace windows  
Construct rear addition 

 
1.4  
2.7 
3.2 
 
 

 
Fences and Walls 
Windows and Doors 
Additions to Historic Buildings 

STAFF REPORT 
 

Based on the information contained in the application and staff’s evaluation: 
 
A. Replacing the rear retaining wall, replacing the rear patio, constructing new wood steps to 

the shed, and adding a new wood gate is not incongruous in concept according to Guidelines 

1.3.1, 1.3.2, 1.3.4, 1.3.6, 1.3.7, 1.3.8, 1.3.9, 1.3.13, 1.4.4,  1.4.8, 1.6.7, and the following suggested 

facts: 

1* There are no trees in the backyard. 

2* The patio is not historic.  The new patio will measure approximately 22’ x 15’ and will be 

made from gray concrete pavers and pea gravel. Samples were not provided. 

3* The existing backyard includes two non-historic brick retaining walls relatively close to the 

back of the house.  The applicant proposes to remove both walls to allow for the new rear 
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addition, as well as to create more outdoor space at the same level as the interior floor 

height. 

4* A new retaining wall is proposed to be built approximately 15’ back from the new rear 

addition.  The wall will be made from concrete with a low profile knife edge cap.   

5* The property includes a retaining wall along the front sidewalk and along the driveway.  It 

appears to be made from concrete block with a red brick cap. 

6* Staff observes that the proximity of the existing retaining walls presents a challenge to the 

existing building since there is so little space between the house and the retaining walls, 

causing potential issues with draining during severe weather.   

7* The site also includes an existing wood privacy fence.  With the new configuration of the 

backyard, a new gate to match the existing fence will be installed to match the design of the 

existing fence. 

8* The property includes two rear outbuildings in the southeast corner.  The applicant 

proposes building new wood steps up to these buildings that measure 22’ x 4’.  Each tread 

will be 2’ deep.  No detail drawings were provided. 

 

B. Replacing windows may be incongruous in concept according to Guidelines 2.7.1 2.7.4, 2.7.5, 

2.7.6, 2.7.7, 2.7.9, and the following suggested facts: 

1* The application indicates that a window on the west side of the house will be replaced with 

a divided lite unit to match the existing.  No photographs or drawings of the existing 

window were provided to show the current appearance or condition of the window. 

2* The proposed window is the only horizontally oriented window on the house. 

3* No window specifications were provided. 

 

C. Constructing a rear addition is not incongruous in concept according to Guidelines 3.2.1, 

3.2.2, 3.2.6, 3.2.7, 3.2.8, 3.2.9, 3.2.10, 3.2.11, 3.2.12 and the following suggested facts: 

1* The c.1949 house was built outside of the period significance of the Oakwood Historic 

district.  It has a side-gabled roof with no eaves and a gabled projection on the leftward part 

of the front. The house is sided in [cement board] shingles, which are probably original. 

Most windows are six-over-six or eight-over-eight. [Matthew Brown “Inventory of 
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Structures in The Oakwood National Register Historic Districts”] It also includes a small 

addition with a shallow shed roof at the southwest corner of the building. 

2* The applicant proposes adding a 1-story rear gable front addition clad in board and batten 

wood siding that projects the same depth as the existing rear addition and into the current 

patio area.   

3* The space between the 12’-5” wide new addition and the existing addition will be a covered 

porch.. 

4* A new roof is proposed to cover the new porch and existing rear addition. 

5* A bay window that extends 1’-5” and measures 10’-6” wide is proposed for the rear of the 

existing addition.  The new bay and entirety of the addition are proposed to be clad in wood 

board and batten siding. 

6* The rear addition is proposed to be painted in shades of gray and white; paint samples were 

not provided.  

7* Windows in the addition are proposed to be vertically proportioned single pane aluminum 

clad wood casement windows with cement board trim matching the existing window trim 

dimensions. Aluminum clad wood windows have been approved on rear additions. 

Window specifications and details were not provided. 

8* The extant windows on the house are multi-paned and vertically oriented in a variety of 

proportions.     

9* The new covered back porch is proposed to have a pressure-treated wood floor that will be 

painted at a later date.  No description was provided for the materials of the ceiling or of the 

porch roof. 

10* Stairs are shown leading from the new back porch to the patio but no materials were 

specified. 

11* New aluminum-clad wood patio doors are proposed on the side of the existing addition 

onto the covered back porch.  No specs were provided for the doors. 

12* At the rear of the house the portion of the roof that is not affected by the new addition will 

be altered to a shallower pitch.  All new roof areas will match the existing gray fiberglass 

shingle roof. 

13* The lot size is 5,294 SF; the existing house has a footprint of 1,108 SF; the outbuildings are 

roughly 364 SF; the patio/paved area is approximately 335 SF; the total existing footprint is 
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1,807 SF; the proposed addition is 125 SF; the proposed patio is 330 SF; the total proposed 

footprint is 2,084 SF.  The current built area is 34%; the proposed built area is 39%. 

 

Staff suggests that the committee defer the decision on the west wall window due to lack of 

information. 

 

Staff suggests that the committee approve the remainder of the application, with the following 

conditions: 

1. That details and specifications for the following be provided to and approved by staff prior 

to the issuance of the blue placard: 

a. Windows. 

2. That details and specifications for the following be provided to and approved by staff prior 

to installation: 

a. Doors; 

b. Porch steps; 

c. Patio material; 

d. Lighting fixtures; 

e. Materials of the ceiling of the porch roof; 

f. Paint samples; 

g. Steps to rear outbuildings. 
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