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APPLICANT:
WILMINGTON STREET PARTNERS

Nature of Project: 
Install decorative wrought iron
door handles on two front doors
(after-the-fact)
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APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS – STAFF REPORT 

 

109-18-CA 211 S WILMINGTON STREET 

Applicant: WILMINGTON STREET PARTNERS 

Received: 7/12/2018 Meeting Date(s): 

Submission date + 90 days:  10/10/2018 1) 8/23/2018 2)  3)  

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE APPLICATION 

 

Historic District: MOORE SQUARE HISTORIC DISTRICT 

Zoning: GENERAL HOD 

Nature of Project: Install decorative wrought iron door handles on two front doors (after-the-

fact) 

Staff Notes: 

• COAs mentioned are available for review 

• After-the-fact applications are reviewed as though the work has not been completed. 

 

 

APPLICABLE SECTIONS OF GUIDELINES and DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 

 

Sections Topic Description of Work 

2.7 Windows and Doors Install decorative wrought iron door handles on two front 

doors (after-the-fact) 

2.9 Storefronts Install decorative wrought iron door handles on two front 

doors (after-the-fact) 
 

  

 

 

STAFF REPORT 

 

Based on the information contained in the application and staff’s evaluation: 

 

A. The installation of door handles on front doors is not incongruous in concept according to 

Guidelines sections 2.7.7, 2.9.6, 2.9.8; however, the proposed door handle scale and design 

may be incongruous according to Guidelines sections 2.7.7, 2.9.6, 2.9.8, and the following 

suggested facts: 

1* The entire storefront was replaced recently (COA 128-17-CA).  As new construction, the 

design of the storefront is more contemporary than any other building on the block.   

2* Two new wood-framed full-lite doors were installed as part of the new storefront project. 

3* Two 4’-0” x 3’-0” custom door handles in the shape of dragonflies with what appears to be a 

darkened bronze finish are proposed.  Metal is a traditional hardware material; however, 

door hardware of this scale and design is atypical of the Moore Square Historic District. 
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4* The applicant provided photographs of other signage and sculptural pieces in the historic 

district.  The most relevant examples to this case are; 

a. 135 S Wilmington St (Gravy) features a large wood spoon mounted on a red 

panel adjacent to the front door (COA 134-10-MW); 

b. 225 S Wilmington St (former Busy Bee Café) featured a large lighted sign 

mounted above the storefront which has since been removed (COA 012-11-MW); 

c. 201 E Hargett St (Marbles Kids Museum) includes a sculptural assemblage of 

circles on the upper floor window near the front entry on Hargett St (COA 193-

13-CA); 

d. 225 S Wilmington St (former Busy Bee Café) features a honeycomb-inspired bike 

rack mounted on the sidewalk in front of the store (COA 033-14-MW); 

e. 237 S Wilmington St (Beasley’s Chicken + Honey) features barnyard animal 

shaped bike racks along Martin St (COA 072-12-MW); 

f. 201 E Davie St (Artspace) includes two wall murals on the west wall of the 

neighboring building at 220 Wolfe St, neither of which received a COA; 

g. 224 S Blount St (The Pour House) has a mural sign painted above the door which 

did not received a COA. 

5* Other photographs were provided; 

a. 310 S Blount St (entrance canopy for SkyHouse, 308 S Blount St) includes a 

sculptural metal grill over the parking entry.  (It should be noted that this is not 

in a historic district, so no COA was required.); 

b. 327 S Wilmington St (Cooper’s Barbecue) has a pig sculpture outside their door 

on the sidewalk.  (It should be noted that this is not in a historic district, so no 

COA was required.); 

c. 201 S Wilmington St (Tattoo Supreme); 

d. 207/209 S Wilmington St (Taz’s); 

e. 137 E Hargett St (The Remedy Diner); 

f. 119 E Hargett St (Eye Care Center). 

6* The photographs were labeled with addresses and labels below, but no other text to explain 

why these examples were chosen or how they relate to this application. 
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7* It is unclear if the applicant intends for the door handles to be considered as door hardware, 

sculpture or signage. 

 

Staff offers no suggested decision on the application and suggests the COA Committee discuss 

whether the proposed door handles should be treated as door hardware, sculpture or signage. 














































